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Chronology  of  "  The  Parliamentary  Debates." 

THE  PARLIAMENTAEY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  bo  coUeetad  of  the  LegislatlTO 
jtotorj  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vol*. 
pe  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  Bustory,  24  vols.  ; 
wr  Simonds  ITEwes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 


ij^-— —  — —    uvutjuM  i   A^niMUB)  ui   iiuo  <^omnioas  in   ioau  ana  lozi  ;  v^nanaier  ana 

Itmberlaad's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey'u  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols. ; 
dIs.  ;   Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardvicke  Papers  ;  Debates  in 


Ahnoa'i  Debates,  24  vols.  ,   ^ „ 

P&riiament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  Ac.,  &c. 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  vvith  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
■et  foru  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

0ONQUB8T  to  34  GEO.  IL-1066  to  1760. 

7oL  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

BBiaN  OF  OEOBOE  HL-ITW)  *o  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

M35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—    36    42        —      1802 


(Second  Parliaioint.) 
VoL36    42  Geo.  IH 


.1802-3 


DEBATES. 
Pint  Seiies. 

(Sbcon©  Parliament — continued.) 

Vol,    1    &   2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5.. .45      .  —       1805 

—  6  &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.    8  &    9... 47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 
VoL    9  to  11. ..48   Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

—  12  — 14.. .49         —      1809 

—  15  — 17.. .50        —      1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51         —       ...   1810-11 

—  21  —23.. .52         —       1812 

(Fifth  Parliament.) 
Vol  24  to  26. ..53  Geo.  III.  ...   1812-13 

—  27  &  28.. .54         —       ...   1813-14 

—  29  to  31. ..55         —       ...   1814-15 

—  32  — 34.. .56         —       1816 

—  35  &  36. ...57         —       1817 

—  37  — 38...58         —       1818 


(Sixth  Parlument.) 

Vol.  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41     60         —       ...   1819-20 

Second  SerteB. 

BEION  OF  OBOBQE  IV.-ISZO  to  1830 

(Seventh  Paruament.) 

Vol.    1  to  3...  1  Geo.  IV.  1820 

4  &  5...  2         —       1821 

—  6—  7...  3         —       1822 

—  8—  9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5         —       1824 

—  12—  13...  6         —       182ff-6 

—  14  —  15...  7         —       1826 

(Eighth  Parlument.) 

Vol.16    7GE0.JV.  1826 

—  17    8         —  182: 

—  18  &  19...  9         —  1828 

—  20— 21. ..10         —  1829 

—  22  to  25.. .11         —  1830 

TMnI  Series. 

BEION  OF  WILLIAM  IV.— 1890  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.   1    to    3...  1  Will.  rv. 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    4  to    S  ..  2WiLL.rV. 1831 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1832 

(Eleventh  Parliajient.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV. ......    1833 

—  21  —  25...  5         —       1834 

.  (Twelfth  Parlument.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31—  35...  7         —       1836 

_   36—  .38.  .  8         —       1837 

a  2 
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BEION  OF  VIOTOBIA-1837  to  1901. 

(TmRTKBNTH  PAKLIAMENT.) 

Vol.  39  to  44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  46  —  50...  2        —        1839 

—  61  —  55...  3        —        1840 

—  66  —  58...  4        —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  69  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  66...  5  —    1842 

—  66—  71...  6  -    1843 

—  72—  76...  7  —    1844 

—  77  —  82...  S  —    1845 

_  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

_  89  —  94.. .10  —  (a)  1847 

(Fifteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  95  10  Victoru  (b)  1847 

96  to  101.  ..11    —    1848 

—  102— 107. ..12    —    1849 

—  108  -113.. .13    —    1850 

—  114 -118. ..14    —    1851 

—  119— 122.. .16    —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.123    15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16         —        1853 

—  130— 135.. .17        —         1854 

—  136— 139.. .18        —        1855 

—  140— 143.. .19        —        1856 

—  144    20        —  (a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  145  to  147. ..20  ViCTORU     (b)  1857 

-        1868 

-  (a)  1859 


—  148  —151  ..21 

-  162— 153.. .22 


(Eighteenth  Paruabient.) 

Vol.  164  to  156. . .22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

-  156  —160.. .23        —        1860 

-  161  -164.. .24        —        1861 

-  165— 168.. .25        —        1862 

-  169— 172., .26        —        1863 

—  173— 176.. .27        —        1864 

—  177— 180.. .28        —        1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184...29  Victoru 1866 

—  185— 169.. .30        —        1867 

—  190— 193.. .31    •    —        ...1867-8 

(Twentieth  Paruament.) 

Vol  194  to  198.. .32  ViCTOEU    ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203.. .33        —        1870 

~    204— 208.. .34        —        1871 

—  209— 213..  35        —        1872 

-    214— 217.. .36        —        1873 


(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  Victoru     1874 

—  222— 226.. .38  —        1875 

—  227— 231. ..39  —        1876 

—  232— 236.. .40  —        1877 

—  237— 242.. .41  —        1878 

—  243— 249.. .42  —  ...1878-9 

—  260  &  251. ..43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 
Vol.  262  to  256.. .43  ViCTORU     (b)  1880 


—  267— 265. ..44 

—  266— 273.. .46 

—  274  &  275.. .46 

—  276  to 283... 46 

—  284— 292.. .47 

—  293— 301. ..48 


.1881 

(a)  1882 

(b)  1882 

1883 

..  ...1884 
...  1884-6 


(Twenty-Third  Paruament.) 
Vol.  30S  to  307. ..49  ViCTORU     (a)  1886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  308  &  309.. .49  VICTORIA     (b)  1886 


—  310  to  321.  ..50 

—  322— 332... 51 

—  333— 340.. .52 

—  341  —348... 63 

—  349— 356.. .64 


.1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

..  1890-1 


Fourth  Serlea. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament— con^.) 
Vol.      1  to     6.. .65  Victoria  1892 

(TwENTY-FnTH  Paruabient.) 

Vol.     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8   to  21. ..67        —        ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .67        —        1894 

—  30  —  36.. .58        —        1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Paruabient.) 

Vol.  36    59  Victoru  1895 

--  37  to  44. ..59  —  ...1895-6 

45—  62.. .60  —  1897 

—  53— 65.. .61  —  1898 

—  66— .76.. .62  —  1899 

—  77    63  —  1899 

_  78  —  83. ..63  —  1900 

—  84    ...    63&64  —  1900 

__  85—  87. ..64  —  1900 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parlubient.) 
Vol.88  64  Victoria     1900 

BEION  OF  ESWASD  VII. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament— cor/.) 

VoL  89  1  Edward  Vn....l901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1&2    —  ...1902 

—  102  to  117    2        —  ...1902 
I    —    118  to  124    3        —  ...1903 
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HIS  MAJESTrS  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE  CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Loid  of  the  TreMoiy  and  Lord  Privy  Seal Rb  Hon.  Abtbvx 

Baltoub.  „ 

ItfTd  Preudent  of  the  Council His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshibe,  K.6. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbdsy. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  Uie  Marquess  of  Lansdowme,  K.6. 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  K.  Akers  Douolas,  M.P. 

Colonial Rt  Hon.  Joseph  Cbambeblain,  M.P. 

War Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Bbodbick,  M.P. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  GEOBas  Hamilton,  M.P. 

Chaoeellor  of  the  Excheqner Rt  Hon.  Cha&  T.  Ritchie,  M.P. 

Knt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selbobnb. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt  Hon.  Lord  Ashbouene. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfoub,  M.P. 

Postmaster-General Rt  Hon.  AusTEN  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt  Hon.  Lord  Balfoue  of  Bubleioh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt  Hon.  Walteb  H.  Lomo,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

President  of  the  Boudof  Education The  Most  NoUe  the  Marouess  of  Londonderry. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt  Hon.  Geoboe  Wyndham,  M.P. 

NOT  m  THE  CABINET. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury- Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Bt,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretly  to  tie  Treasury -Hon.  Arthur  D.  Elliot,  M.P. 

Sectetyuy  of  the  Board  of  Education Sir  William  Anson,  Bt,  MP. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Hugh  O.  Arnold-Forsteb,  Esq.,  M.P. 

fH.  T.  Anstbutheb,  Esq.,  M.P. 
L)ndB  of  the  Treasury {  Hon.  Ailwyn  Fellowbs,  MP. 

I  H.  W.  Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 
r  Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kerb,  K.C.B. 
T«~i-  „f »».-  ij.„:-.u»        I  Admiral  Sir  John  Fisheb,  G.C.B. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty Rear-Admiral  W.  H.  May,  M.V.O. 

iRear-Admiral  John  Duenford,  C.R,  D.8.0. 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty E.  G.  Pretyman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Lord  Ckanborne,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Hon.  T.  H.  Cochrane,  M.P.  ^  ^  ,,  ^ 

Pariiamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  G.C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt  Hon.  Eari  PeeCY,  M.P. 

Pariiamentary  Secretary,  War  Office Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Habdwicke. 

Pariiamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade A.  Boktab  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

FarliamentwySecr«rt«Ty  to  the  Local  Government  Board J.  Gbant  Lawson,  Esq.,*!.!*. 

Financial  Secretary,  War  Office Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 

Atiiomey-Generai Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  K.C,  M.P. 

SoUdtor-General Rt  Hon.  Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lmd  lientenant  of  Ireland Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

ChanceUor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Walbond.  Bt,  M.P. 

First  CommiBBioner  of  Works Rt  Hon.  Lord  Windsob.  ^ 
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Lords-in-Waiting- 
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OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jbumx,  K.C.B.,  Preaident  Prob*te,  Divorce,  and         i 

Admiralty  Divition.  i 

Lord  Chamberlain Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clabekdon.  j 

Vice-Chamberlain Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Psmbrokx  and  Montgomert,  G.C.V.O.  i 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Pobtlajid,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O.  a 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Maklbobodoh. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viaoonnt  Vauhtia,  M.P.  3 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Victor  C.  W.  Catkndish,  Esq.,  M.P.  <! 

Master  of  the  Bnckhonnds Bight  Hon.  Lord  Chesham. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard — Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waudbgrave.  £ 

/Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kihtoee,  G.C.M.G. 

Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbioh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Chcbchill,  K.C.V.O.  i 

Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Howe.  ' 

Rt.  Hon.  JjotA  Lawbbkoe. 

Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Baoot. 

Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Soffield,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B.  ' 

^  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kenyon. 

SCOTLAND. 

Seoretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfoub  of  Borlbioh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balioub. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  Gbaham  Mcbbat,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Kiksbcroh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Bt.  Hon.  E^l  of  Lsven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-GenerftI Chables  Scott  Dickson,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dvdlet. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Lord  ASRBOintKE. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary -Sir  ANTONY  McDonnell.     . 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction President :  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  CHIEF 

Secretart  for  Ireland;  Vice-President :  Bt.  Hon.  Horace  Plvnkrt. 

Attorney-General Bt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General — ^Gbo.  Wright,  Esq.,  K.C. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Bt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Morlet. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Sir  Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  K.CB. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  ParliamenU  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Tuesiger,  C.B. 

Beadins-CIerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edward  Hall  Aloibson,  E»q. 

Coansefto  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  Esq, 

Senior  Clerks 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 

Principal   Clerk,    Judicial    Department,    and   Taxing   Officer  of  Judicial   Costs J.    F. 

Skene,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  'Eaa. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees -J.  F.  Syhons  Jeune,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks W.  H.  Hauiuton  Gordon,  Esq.  ;   Hon.  A.   McDoNlOLL  ;  A.   H.   BobixsOM, 

Esq.  (Clerk  of  Private  Bills)  j  H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq. ;  Hon.  E.  A. 

Stonor;  H.   j.   F.   Badbley,   Esq.  ;   C.   Headi.am,   Esq.;  J.  B.   Hotham,  Esq.  ;   E.  C. 

Vigors,  Esq. ;  A.  Tennyson,  Esq.  ;  and  G.  D.  Lvard,  Esq. 

Accountant  and  Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Court. 

Assistant  Copyists Mr.  H.  P.  Nosbis  and  Mr.  B.  A.  Court. 

Messengers Messrs.   A.   A.   Wobfell,  C.   E.  Chizlett,  A.   M.   Stoll,   J.  W.  F.    LoCKK, 

J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett,  G.  T.  Philip. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Attendant Mr.  W.  Worfell. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Syhons  Jeune,  Esq.  ;  Clerk 

B.  H.  Fell,  Esq. 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Bod Gen.  Sir  MICHAEL  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliamente 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied 
with: — 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply — (Petition  for  Bill). 
The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      1 

Dorer  Ctorporation  Bill ;    Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Bill.— 

Committed        1 

Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Oanal  Bill  [h.l.|. — Commons  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to        ■■■        1 

Bonmemonth  Oas  and  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — B«ad  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         1 

Oommercial  Oas  Bill. — Bead  3*,   with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,   and 

returned  to  the  Commons       2 

Oas  Ligbt  and  Goke  Company  Bill.— Bead  3%  with  the  Amendment,  and 

passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  2 

Bementarr  Education  Amendment  Bill;  Out-door  Belief  (Pensioners) 

ffill. —Brought  from  the  Commons 2 

Tnuaways  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.];  Gas  and  Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill ;  City  and  South  London  I&ilway  Bill ;  Great  Central  Bail- 
way  Bill;  London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill;  Walker  and 
Wallsend  Union  Gas  BiU;  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and 
North-Westem  Railways  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill. — Beport  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies  {E.  GaUoway)  be 
proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said 
Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  Powis  ;  read,  and  agreed  to    . .  ■ 
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Ckwport,  Fareham,  and  Ooaham Tramways BilirH.L.] ;  Brighton  Corpora- 
tion Bill  |h.l.J  ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.u]  ; 
Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Bolton  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Conunittee  on  the  said  Bills 
in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Crawshaw;  read,  and  agreed  to 3 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Gk)vemment 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Gas)  Bill.— House 
m  Committee  (according  to  Order) :  Bills  reported  witbont  Amendment ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3»  to  morrow         ...  3 

Loc^  (Jovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (So.  ffi  Bill;   Local 

Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill  —House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order) ;  Bills  reported  without  Amendment;  Standing 
Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3»  on  Thursday  next 3 

I^c^  <*ovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes)  Bill.  —  House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Amendment  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived :  the  Report  of  the 
Amendment  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next  $ 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.— Read  3»  (according 
to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons      ...         3 

Naval  Works  Provisional  Order  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order):  Bill  reported  without  Amendment:  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  to-morrow  3 

Tramways  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee, 

(according  to  Order) :  The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Committee 
made :  Further  Amendments  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow         3 

PETITIONS. 

Dbclaratiox  of  the  SovKREiaN  Against  Transubstantiation.— Petitions 
for  abrogation  of :  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Plymouth  (4) ;  Devonport  (2) ; 
Axminster ;  Barnstaple ;  Bideford ;  Chudleigh  (2) ;  Buekfastleigh ;  Dart- 
moor, Prince  Town  ;  Dartmouth  ;  Exmouth  ;  Honiton ;  Ilfracombe  ; 
^ewton  Abbot  (2);  Paignton;  Sidmouth;  Teignmouth;  Tiverton;  Tor- 
quay, St.  iMary  Church;  Totnes;  Bridport ;  Chidcock ;  Dorchester;  Lyme 
««gi8;  MarnhuU  and  GiUingham  ;  Portland;  Shaftesbury;  Sherborne; 
bhottisbury ;  Staplehill  and  Wimbome ;  Swanage  ;  Weymouth ;  Bodmin ; 
Camborne;  Falmouth;  Launceston;  Liskeard;  Penzance;  St.  Ives; 
^Itash ;  Polperro ;  Truro ;  the  Lizard ;  St.  Columb  and  St.  Magnam ;  and 
Gosport.     Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 4 

Divorce  Bill  [h.l.].— Petitions  in  favour  of :  of  persons  signing  (30) ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  .  e      6  \     / »         > 

4 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 
Trade  Reports— Annual  Series. 


No.  3001.     United  States  (Philadelphia). 

No.  3002.     Bulgaria. 

No.  3003.     Turkey  (Erzerum). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  xi 

June  22.]  Pafft 

Na  3004.     China  (Nanking). 

No.  3005.  ..Pranae  (New  (^edonia). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 4 

Superannuation.— Treasury  Minute,  dated  16th  June,  1903,  granting  a  retired 

allowance  to  Henry  Upton,  sorter,  Post  Office,  London       4 

Civil  List  Pensions. — List  of  all  pensions  granted  during  the  year  ended  the 
Slst  March,  1903,  and  payable  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  (1)  of  the 
Civil  List  Act,  1901       ... ...        4 

Fines,  Etc.  (Ireland). — Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  Fines  accounted  for  by 

the  Registrar  of  Petty  Sessions  Clerks,  for  the  year  1901 4 

Dogs  Ebgulation  (Ireland)  Act,  1865. — Accounts  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture under  the  Act,  fur  the  year  1902  S 

Factory  and  Workshop. 

Special  Exception :  Overtime,  Christmas  Card  making. 

Order,  dated  18th  June,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  with  regard  to  the  overtime  employment  of  women 
in  the  making  of  Christmas  and  New  Year  cards       ...         ...         ...         •••        K 

(Dangerous  and  Unhealthy  Industries.) 

I.  Report  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment by  Chester  Jones,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law,  on  the  draft  regulations 
(October,  1902)  proposed  to  be  made  for  factories  and  workshops  in  which 
the  process  of  file -cutting  by  hand  is  carried  on. 

II.  Regulations,  dated  19th  June,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursuance  of  Section  19  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  for  the  process  of  file-cutting  by  hand. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  G 

MmnciFAL  Trading. — The  evidence  taken  before  the  Joint  Committee  from 
time  to  time  to  be  printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered  out  except  to 
members  of  the  Conunittee,  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  Committee 
shall  think  fit,  until  further  order.     (No.  124.)        6 

Abht  Regulations. 

Lord  Eeneage         6 

Moved  to  resolve  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable,  in  the 

interests  of  the  Service,  that  opportunities  should  be  given  to  a  larger  i 
number  of  officers  to  pass  through  the  Staff  College  for  a  shorter  period 
than  at  present ;  that  all  officers  on  the  Staff  or  extra  regimental  duty 
should  be  seconded ;  and,  further,  that  all  officers  should  return  to  their 
regiment  on  promotion,  or  on  the  completion  of  five  years'  Staff  or 
extra  regimental  service. — (The  Lard  Eeneage.) 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The  Earl  of  Hardmcke) 10 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
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Thb  Condition  of  Holyrood  Palace. 

The  Earl  of  Leven  and  MelvUle 15 

Moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House — 1.  A  plan  of  the  Palace  of 
Holjnrood  House  as  it  exists ;  2.  A  full  report,  showing — (a)  The 
internal  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply,  and  its  external 
drainage  system  as  existing  to-day  ;  (b)  A  report  showing  what  is 
proposed  to  be  done  to  make  them  good,  and  a  detailed  estimate  of 
the  cost. — (The  £arl  of  Leven,  and  MeMlle.) 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  {Lord  Windsor) 23 

The  Earlof  Soad>ery  27 

Th«  Secretary  for  Scotland  (iMrd  Balfour  of  Burleigh)      29 

The  Earl  of  LfCven  and  Melville      30 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham  Bill  [ill.]— [Second  Read- 
ing].— Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

LordBelper 32 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\—{Lord  Bel^.) 

Lord  Tweedmoitth 33 

The  Lord  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury  ...         ...         ....        ...         ...       34 

Lord  Norton  36 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*.  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  next. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  Bill  (No.  126) ;  Out  Door  Relief 

Pensioners  Bill  (No.  126).— Read  1*,  and  to  be  printed     37 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Seven  o'clock  till  to-morrow, 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  CO.MMONS:  MONDAY,  22nd  JUNE,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Ouders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
CouPLiBD  WITH).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Piivate  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Hastings  Harbour 
District  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  37 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
NOT  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
followmg  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Maryport  Harbour 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways  Bill  [Lonu]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders        37 
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Pmvatk  Bill  PKimoNS  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with). — 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  beoH 
complied  with,  viz. : — North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders        S7 

Pbovisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  thereto  Com- 
plied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
fizaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  referred  on  the  first  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  ure 
apphcable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Drainage  and  Improve- 
ment of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 38 

Harrow  and  Stanmore  Qas  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

with  Amendments  38 

South    Shields    Corporation   Bill ;     Western   Valleys   (Monmouthshire) 

Sewerage  Board  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed      38 

Wirral  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       38 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed     ...      38 

Electric  Lighting  Froyisional  Orders  ^No.  7)  Bill;   Local  Government 

Provisional  Oraer  (No.  18)  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...      38 

Oastleblaney,  Keady,  and  .Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill— 
Petition  for  additional  Provision  ;  referreid  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  38 

Hnmber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  BilL — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Bill,  1897,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Humber  Commercial  Rail- 
way uid  Dock  Bill  of  this  session. — {Mr.  Caldwell.) 38 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement  BilL — ^Reported  frum  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee,  with  Amendments  :  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  he  printed     3^ 

MaSSAGE  FROM  THE  iX>RDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates)  BiU,  with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  Musical  Copyright."     [Musical  Copyright  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  tu  Justices 
of  the  Peace  with  respect  to  residence,  to  qualification  of  Solicitors,  and  to 
the  removal  of  ez-officio  Justices  "    [Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities 
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Act,  1870,  relating  to  Bulsover  and  District  Water,  Goring  and  Streatley 
District  Water,  I^therhead  and  District  Water,  Ludgersnall  Water,  and 
Mid-Kent  Water."    [Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  (Lords).] 
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for  other  purposes."    [Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Burgesses  of  the  city  of  Bristol  to  construct  additional  dock 
railways  and  works;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Bristol  Corporation  Bill 
(Lords).] 

And  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Salford  to  construct  an  additional  tram- 
way, and  to  adapt  and  use  portions  of  tramway  outside  the  borough,  and  to 
make  street  improvements,  to  provide  for  transfer  to  the  Corporation  of 
certain  powers  of  electric  lighting,  and  to  raise  additional  moneys  by  mort- 


gage and  by  the  creation  and  issue  of  stock,  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Salford  Corporation  Bill  (Lords).]     


39 
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the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  253.]      40 
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Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  Hardy  {Kent,  Aihford)        8i 
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Question   proposed,  "  That  the  words   '  continue  to '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  Ritchie  U7 

Sir  Charles  Mchwen  (Leicestershire,  Bostoorth) 148 

Mr.  Levy  (Leicestershire,  Loughborough) 14d 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

finance  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committ«e.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LoWTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  2:— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  continue  to,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  cease  and  the  duty  of  4d.  the  pound  on  tea  shall.' " — {Mr. 
Channing.) 

Question  proposed, '  That  the  words  '  continue  to '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Levy 

Mr.  Cohen  {Islington,  E.) 

Mr.  David  Maclver  

Sir  William  Tomlinson  (Preston)  ... 

Mr.  Ritchie  

Sir  Frederick  Banbury       

X^estion  put 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  154  ;  Noes,  92.     (Division  List  No.  126.) 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Mr.  David  Madver  ...  ;..     159 

Amendment  proposed — 

" In  page  2,  leave  out  Clause  3,"  .  •  -■ », 

Question  put,  "  That  Clause  3  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  4  agreed  to. 
Ckuse  5 : — 

Mr.  David  Maelver  169 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  11,  after  the  word  '  shall,'  to  insert  the  words 
'as  regards  aU  profits  derived  from  investments  other  than  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  or  in  any  other  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Dominions.' " — {Mr.  David  Maclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.RUehie  161 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  {Flint  Bmmighs)  163 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  lines  11  and  12,  to  leave  out  the  wonls'rateof 
eleven  pence,'  and  to  insert '  following  rate,  namely  : — In  respect  of 
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incomes  exceeding  seven  hundred  pounds  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  eleven  pence.  In  respect  of  incomes  ex- 
ceeding six  hundred  pounds  and  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  ten  pence.  In  respect  of  incomes  exceeding  five  htmdred 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds  a  year,  nine  pence.' " — 
(M:  J.  H.  Letois.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  rate  of  eleven  pence  '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Ritchie  

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  {Tmoer  Hamlets,  Poplar) 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  (Bristol,  W.) 

Mr.  Trevelyan  {Yorkshire,  W.H.,  Elland)  ... 
Mr.  Moidtan  {Cornwall,  lMunce.4on) 
Mr.   Broadhurst  {Leicester) 
Sir  George  Bartley  {Idingthn,  N.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  Leiois 

Mr.  Ritchie... 

Sir  M.  Hick.^  Beach  

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McCrcie  {Edinburgh,  E.)        

Mr.  Ritthie 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  {Kircudbrightfhire) 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   3,  line  27,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (1)." — {Sir  IL 
Campbell-Bannerman.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  (1)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Ritchie 183 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  185 

Mr.  Buchanan  {Pertlishire,  E.)      ...  187 

Mr.  Ritchie  190 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "  That  Clause  6  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  154  ;  Noes,  36.     (Division  List  No.  127.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress  ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  " — {Mr.  Joseph  Walton), — put  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  day. 

NEW  BILL. 

Ancient  Lights. — Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  Easements  of  Light, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fletoher  Moulton,  Mr,  Haldane,  Air. 
Robson,  Mr.  H'.  D.  Greene,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Robertson     191 

Ancient  Lights  Bilu — "  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Easements  of  Light," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  254.]       191 

Business  of  the  House. — On  the  Motion  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Sir  Alexander  j4 eland-Hood  {Somer»etshire,  Wellimjton) 192 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  THURSDAY,  23rd  JUNE,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancelix>u  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  ths  Certificate  from  the  bxaminera  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  followinsj  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 
— Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Ra  Iway  (Transfer). 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills  :  —Droughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional  Order  ;  Hamilton  Burgii 
Provisional  Order. 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with : — Metropolitan  Police  Provisional 
Order ;  Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table Id3 

Standing  Orders  Committee. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of 
the  following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bills  allowed  to 
proceed  : — Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers) ;  Wigan  Cor- 
poration Tramways  ;  Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Railway  ;  Romford 
and  District  Tramways  ;  Beckenham  Urlwn  District  Council. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  petition 
for  additional  provision  in  the  South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction 
Railway  Bill  [H.L.]  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave  given  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  to  insert  the  additional  provision. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  London, 
Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  but 
that  the  Bill  may  be  allowed  to  proceed,  subject  to  Clauses  8,  10,  and  11 
being  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  We.xfoi-d  Railway  Bill  ought  to  lie  dispensed  with,  and  the 
Bill  allowed  to  proceed,  on  a  proviso  being  inserted  in  the  Bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  debenture  and  preference  shareholders,  and  subject  to  the 
Bill  being  submitted  to  the  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  "Wexford  Railway  Company  now  summoned  to  meet. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Stroud 
and  District  Tramways  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill  allowed 
to  proceed,  subject  to  the  names  of  lames  Grainger  Bellamy  and  Alexander 
Siemens  being  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Read  and  agreed  to      193 

Ckxrieston  and  Sonthtown  Qas  Bill. — Reported  without  Amendment         ...     194 

Kip's  Patents  Bill  [h.L.];  Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  Fishguard  and  Ross- 

lare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments  ...         ...     194 

Tramways  Orders  Oonfirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the 
Select  Committee  Avith  Amendments,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Thursday  next  194 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  (Jonfirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  without  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Thursday  next  ..     194 
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New  Hunstanton  Improvement  BilL — The  King's  consent  signified;  and 

Bill  reported  with  Amendments  194 

Metrojiolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban 

District  Council  Bill ;  Stroud  and  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Eomford  and 
District  Tramways  Bill ;  Grindlefonl,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Railway  Bill ; 
London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill ;  Wigan  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill. — Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2' ;  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2'  accordingly.         ...     19i 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill. — Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 

and  returned  to  the  Commons ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     1 95 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Metropolitan  District  Railway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Stroud  and 
District  Tramways  Bill ;  Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill ;  London, 
Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill. — Committed  :  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection        ...         ...         ...     195 

Wigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill;    Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell 

Railway  Bill.  -  Committed        195 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 

with  Amendments        195 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Govemmeiit 

Provisional  Older  (No.  18)  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons       195 

Sonth  Shields  Corporation  Bill ;  Western  Valleys  ^Monmouthshire)  Sewerage 
Board  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons,  reaa  1' ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners         ...     193 

Harrow  and  Stanmore  Oas  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to...     195 

Wirral  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].  ^Returned  from  the  Commons  amended 195 

PuBUC  Accounts. — Message  from  the  Commons  for  leave  for  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  to  attend  to  be  examined  as  a  witness  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  that  House.  Leave  given  accordingly,  and  a  Message  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith  195 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.] 
(No.  127). — A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Glasgow  Corporation 
(Police) 195 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
rH.L,]  (No.  128).^A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Glasgow  Corporation 
Tramways  196 

Were  presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour,  read  1" ;  and  to  be  printed 196 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustas  Railwav  Companies  Bill; 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill ;  Leigh  Corporation  Bill ;  Wellingborough 
and  District  Tramroads  Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Countiea 
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Railways  Bill ;  Watford  and  Edgware  Kailway  Bill ;  Middleshrough  Cor 
poration  Bill ;  Mullingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Bill ;  Seaforth  and 
Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the 
following  Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 
for  the  consideratiou  of  the  said  Bills  ;  (viz.),  E.  Mayo,  L.  Braye,  L. 
Strathspey  {E.  Seafield),  L.  Herries  (chairman),  L.  St.  Oswald  ;  agreed  to ; 
and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  Petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  pntying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  a^^inat  the 
Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills     196 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  16)  Bill;  IjOCbI 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill. — Committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House      196 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Gas)  Bill;  Naval  Works 
Provisional  Order  Bill. — Read  3"  (according  to  oraer),  and  passed 196 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.].— Amendments  reported 

(according  to  order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3' on  Thursday  next       197 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  (Na  130);  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  .(No.  18)  Bill  (No.  131).— Read  1';  to  be 
printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners        197 

PETITIONS. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petitions  in  favour  of  :  of  Abbot's  Salford, 
Evesham ;  Aberavon  ;  Abertillery  ;  Aberystwyth  ;  Abingdon  ;  Acton 
Burnell ;  Aiskew  ;  Alcester  ;  Allerton  Park  and  District ;  Alnwick ;  Alston 
and  District ;  Alton ;  Altrincham ;  Amberley  :  Amble  (Northumberland) ; 
Ambleside ;  Anderton ;  Angmering  and  Cross  Bush ;  Annitsford ;  Ascot ; 
Ashbourne  ;  Ashford  (Kent) ;  Ashford  (Middlesex) :  Ashington ;  Ashton- 
under-Lyne ;  Atherton  ;  Avon  Dasset ;  Backworth ;  Bacup ;  Bakewell  and 
Hassop ;  Banbury  ;  Bangor ;  Barking  (2) ;  Barmouth  ;  Barnard  Castle ; 
Bamet;  Barrasford;  Bartestree  and  District;  Barton-on-Humber  ;  Barton- 
on-Irwell ;  Basingstoke ;  Bath  (2) ;  Battle  ;  Beckenham  ;  Bedford  ; 
Beeston  ;  Begbroke  :  Bentham  ;  Berwick-on-Tweed  (2) ;  Bexhill-on-Sea  ; 
Biddlestone ;  Bilston ;  Birchley  ;  Birkdale  (2) ;  Birkenhead  (4);  Birming- 
ham (8) ;  Birtley ;  Bishop  Auckland ;  Bishops  Stortford  (2) ;  Bishop 
Thornton  and  District ;  Blackbrook  ;  Blackburn  (2) ;  Blackmore  Park  ; 
Blackpool ;  Blaenau  Festiniog ;  Blundellsands ;  Blyth ;  Bognor ;  Bollington  ; 
Bolton  (4)  ;  Bolton-le-Sands ;  Bootle  (2) ;  Boscombe ;  Bournemouth ; 
Bradford  (4)  ;  Braintree ;  Brentford  (2) ;  Brentwood  (2) ;  Brewood  ; 
Bridgend ;  Bndgnorrh  ;  Bridgwater ;  Brierley  Hill ;  Brighonse ;  Brighton 
(3) ;  Brindle ;  Bristol  (3) ;  Broadway ;  Bromley  (Kent) ;  Brooms ;  Brough 
Hallj  Bronghton;  Broxwood  :  Brynmawr ;  Buckland;  Buckley;  Burgess 
Hill ;  Bumnam ;  Burscough  and  Lathom  ;  Burslem ;  Burton- on-Trent ; 
Bury  (2) ;  Bury  St.  Edmunds ;  Buxton ;  Byer  Moor ;  Cambridge ; 
Campden  ;  Cannock  and  Hednesford  ;  Cardiif  (&) ;  Carisbrooke  ;  Carlisle 
(4) ;  Carlton ;  Carmarthen  ;  Carshalton  ;  Castlefoni  ;  Castleton  ;  Catforth  ; 
Chatham ;  Cbelm^rd ;  Qhepstow  ;  Chestei;  (2) ;  Chesterfield ;  Chester-le- 
Street ;  Chichester;  Chigwell ;  Chippenham;  Chipping;  Chipping  Sodbury  ; 
Chislehurst;  Chorley  (3);  Cirencester ;  Claughton-on-Brock;  Clayton  Green; 
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Cleator ;  Clevedon  ;  Clifford  ;  Clifton  ;  Cockermouth ;  Coedangred ; 
Colchester  ;  Coleshill ;  Colne  ;  Colwich  ;  Congleton  ;  Corby  ;  Cornforth 
and  District ;  Cottam ;  Coughton ;  Courtfield  ;  Coventry  (2) ;  Crawley  ; 
Crayford  ;  Crewe ;  Croft ;  Crook ;  Croydon;  Dalton-in-Furness ;  Darlington ; 
Dartford ;  Deal  (2) ;  Denaby  Main ;  Denbigh  ;  Derby  (2) ;  Derwent  and 
District ;  Devizes ;  Dewsbury ;  IWtton  Hall ;  Doncaster  ;  Dorking ; 
Dover ;  Downall  Green  ;  Downsine  (2) ;  Dudley ;  Dukinfield ;  Dunmow 
(2) ;  Durham ;  Eastbourne  ;  East  Grinstead ;  East  Harptree  ;  East 
Hendred ;  Eastleigh  ;  Eastwood  ;  Eccles  ;  Egton  Bridge ;  Ellingham 
Eltham  ;  Enfield  (2) ;  Epsom ;  Erdington  ;  Errwood  and  Whaleybridge 
Esh ;  Esb  Laude ;  Eiixton ;  Evesham  ;  Exton  and  Oakham  ;  Fairfield 
Fairford ;  Fareham  ;  Faniborough  ;  Fiirnham  ;  Famworth  ;  Faver.sham 
Felton  ;  Femyhalgh  ;  Flint ;  Florence  (British  Subjects) ;  Folkestone 
Fordingbridge ;  Fomiby  ;  Foxcote ;  Frizington ;  Frome ;  Gainford 
Gainsborough;  Garstang;  Garston  ;  Gateshead;  Gillmoss  ;  Glastonbury 
Goodwick ;  Goole ;  Gosforth ;  Grange  over-Sands ;  Grangetown  ;  Grantham 
Grassendale ;  Gravesend ;  Grayshott ;  Great  Crosby  ;  Great  Eccleston 
Great  Haywood ;  Guildford  and  Godalming ;  Hainion  ;  Halifax  (2) 
Haltwhistle ;  Hampton  Wick  and  Teddington  (2)  ;  Hanley ;  Harrington 
Harrogate ;  Harrowon-the-Hill  (2) ;  Hartlepool ;  Hastings  and  Rye  (2) 
Haunton  ;  Haverfordwest :  Haydon  Bridge ;  Hayward's  Heath  ;  Heaton 
Norris  ;  Hemsworth  :  Hereford ;  Heron's  Ghyll ;  Hethe  ;  Hexham  ; 
Hillingdon ;  Hinckley  (2) ;  Hindley ;  Hoddeston  ;  Holyhead  and 
Beaumaris  ;  Holywell  (2) ;  Honiby ;  Horsham  ;  Horwich  ;  Hou^hton-le- 
Spring ;  Hove ;  Huddersfield ;  Hiume  ;  Husbands  Bosworth  ;  Huyton  ; 
Hythe ;  Ilford ;  llkley  ;  Ingatestone  ;  Ipswich  and  Woodbridge ;  Islewortli 
(4) ;  Keighley ;  Kelvedon  ;  Kemerton ;  Kenilworth  ;  Kendal :  Kew  : 
Kidderminster ;  Kidsgrove  and  Alsager ;  Kingston-on-Thames ;  Kingswood  ; 
Knaresborough ;  Knolton  Hall,  Overton  ;  Knutsford  ;  Lancaster  (2) ; 
Latchford ;  Lea ;  Leamington  ;  Leeds  (5) ;  Leek  ;  Leicester  (2) ;  Leigh  (2) ; 
Leominster  ;  Loyland  ;  Lichfield ;  Lincoln  ;  Liscard  ;  Littleborough  ; 
Littlehampton  ;  Liverpool  (15);  London  (101):  Longhorsley  :  Longridge; 
Longton  ;  Loughborough  (2) ;  Louth  ;  Lowerhouse ;  Ludlow  ;  Lutterworth  ; 
Lymington;  Maghull ;  Maidstone;  Maldon ;  Malmesbury ;  Malvern, 
Little  ;  Manchester  (12) ;  Mansfield  ;  Mark  Cross  ;  Market  Drayton  : 
Market  Harborough ;  Alarket  Easen ;  Marj'port :  Matlock  Bridge ; 
Mawdcsley  and  District;  Mawley ;  Mayfield ;  Melton  Mowbray; 
Middlesborough ;  Midhurst;  Milford  Haven;  Millom  ;  Minehead; 
Minsteracres ;  Minster-iuThanet ;  Mold;  Monmouth;  Morecambe; 
Mor!ey ;  Morpeth  ;  Moimtain  Ash  ;  Nantwich  ;  Neath ;  Neston,  Cheshire  ; 
Xetherton;  Newark;  New  Brighton;  New  Brompton ;  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  (8);  New  Ferry;  Newhall  (near  Burton  on -Trent) ;  Newhaven; 
Newhouse;  New  Mills  ;  Newnham  Paddox ;  Newport,  M on. ;  Newport, 
Salop ;  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Newsham ;  Newton-le-Willows  ;  New 
Tunstall ;  Normanton  :  Northampton ;  Northfleet ;  North  Shields  ;  North- 
wich ;  Norwich  ;  Nottingham  ;  Nuneaton ;  Oakamoor  ;  Oldcotes ;  Olton 
Ongar ;  Ormskirk ;  Orpington ;  Orrell ;  Oscott ;  Osgodby :  Oswestry 
Oxford  (2) ;  Pantasaph  ;  Parkminster ;  Pembroke  Dock  and  New  Milfoix] 
Penarth  ;  Penrith  ;  Peterborough ;  Petworth  (3) ;  Plowden  :  Pontefract 
Port  Clarence-on-Tees  ;  Portsmouth ;  Poulton-le-Fylde ;  Preston  (5) 
Prescot ;  Prestayn  and  Llanasa ;  Prudhoe-on-Tyne ;  Kadford  ;  Rainford 
Ramsey ;  Ramsgate  (3) ;  Reading ;  Redditch  ;  Redhill  (2) ;  Rhyl  (2) 
Rbymney ;  Richmond,  Surrey  (2) ;  Rixton  ;  Rochdale ;  Rock  Ferry ;  Ross 
Rudding  Park  ;  Rugeley  (2) ;  Ruucom  ;  Ryhope  (2) ;  Sacriston  ;  St.  Anne's- 
on-the-Sea ;  St.  Asaph  (2) ;  St.  Helens  (6) ;  St.  Helier  (3) ;  St.  Lawrence- 
on-Sea ;  St.  Leonards-on-Sea  (3) ;  Sale ;  Salford  ;  Salisbury  ;  Scarl)orough  ; 
Scarisbrick ;  Scarthingwell  and  District ;  Scorton  ;  Scicombe  :  Seaford ; 
Seaforth ;    Sedgley ;   Selby ;  Settle ;   Sevenoaks ;   Sheffield  (4) ;  Shifnal ; 
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Shoeburyness ;  Shrewsbury  ;  Sidcup  ;  Sittingbourne ;  Skelmersdale ; 
Slindon ;  Smelhwick  ;  Souldern ;  Southampton  (2) ;  Southend-on-Sea  (3) ; 
Southport ;  Spalding ;  Spetchley  ;  Spilsby ;  Stafford  (2) ;  Stains ;  Staly- 
bridee ;  Stamford  ;  Stanbrook ;  Standish ;  Stanley  and  District ;  Stock ; 
StocKton-on-Tees ;  Stoke-on-Trent ;  Stone ;  Stonor ;  Stonyhurst  (2) ;  Stor- 
rington  ;  Stourbridge  ;  Stratford-on-Avon ;  Stroud  ;  Studley ;  Sturry  and 
District  ;  Sunbury -on  Thames  ;  Sunderland  (3) ;  Surbiton  ;  Sutton,  Surrey  j 
Sutton  Coldfield  ;  Sutton  Park  ;  Swansea  (2) ;  Swindon  ;  Swynnerton  ; 
Tadcaster ;  Taunton  (3^ ;  Tenby  ;  Thornley  ;  Thornton ;  Thurnham  ; 
Tichborne  ;  Trimdon  ;  Trowbridge  ;  Tudhoe ;  Turton ;  Tynemouth  ; 
Ucklield ;  Ugthorpe ;  Ulverstone ;  Upton  Hall ;  Upton-on-Severn  ;  Ushaw ; 
Usk ;  Uttoxeter;  Uxbridge;  Ventnor  (2);  Wadhurst;  Walmer  (2) ;  Walsall ; 
Waltham  Cross  ;  Walton-le-Dale ;  Wardour  and  Tisbury ;  Warrington  (3) ; 
Warwick ;  Warwick  Bridge ;  Waterloo ;  Waterlooville  ;  Wealdstone  ; 
Wellingborough ;  Wellingore ;  Wellington  ;  Wells  ;  Wesham  ;  Westby ; 
West  Drayton ;  West  H&rtlepool  (2) ;  Westhoughton ;  West  Kirby  ; 
Weybridge  (3) ;  Whitchurch ;  Whitewell  and  Dunsop  Bridge ;  Whitting- 
ham ;  Widnes  (3) ;  Wigan  (2) ;  Wigton  ;  Willington  ;  Willows  ;  Wilmslow  ; 
Wimbledon  (2) ;  Wincanton ;  Windermere  ;  Windsor ;  Withnell  and  Dis- 
trict ;  Wolsin^am ;  Wolverhampton  ;  Wonersh  ;  Woodchester ;  Woodford ; 
Woo«llane ;  mwler ;  Woolhampton  ;  Woolmer;  Woolston  ;  Woolston, 
Hants ;  Worcester  ;  Workington ;  Worthing  (3) ;  Wrightihgton  ;  Yarmouth, 
Great;  Yeovil  and  York  (2).    Read,  and  ordered  to  Be  on  the  Table      ...     197 

Divorce  Bill  [h-L.]. — Petitions  in  favour  of :  of  persons  signing ;   read,  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      200 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Education. — Statement  of  schemes  for  the  formation  of  Education  Committees 
approved  during  the  month  of  May,  1903,  by  the  Board  of  Education  under 
Section  17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Papers,  Command  Nos.  1564  and  1613  of  Session  1903),  showing — name  of 
local  authority ;  number  of  the  council ;  number  of  members  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee ;  number  of  memb<Brs  of  the  Education  Committee  who  are 
necessarily  members  of  the  council ;  number  of  women  who  are  necessarily 
on  the  Education  Committee ;  forms  of  educational  experience  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  Committee  ;  recommendations  or  nominations  (if  any)        ...     200 

Trade  Reports. — Annual  Series- 
No.  3006.     China  (Wuchow). 
No.  3007.     Paraguay  (Paraguay). 
No.  3008.     Spain  (Malaga). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 201 

PiBUC  Records. — Additional  rule  for  the  disposal  of  certain  documents        ...     201 

Finance  Accounts. — Finance  accounts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  year 

ended  3l8t  March,  1903  iOl 

PoiUNG  Districts  (County  of  Middlesex). — Order  made  by  the  County 
Council  of  Middlesex,  altering  certain  polling  districts  in  the  Hornsey  Par- 
liamentary Division. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table...     201 

DfCLARATION     OF  THE    SOVEREIGN    AGAINST    TrANSUBSTANTIATION. — Petition 

for  abrogation  of :  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Preston,  Lancashire ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      201 
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The  Constitution  of  Malta. 

The  Marquess  of  Ripm 201 

The  Lm-d  President  of  the  Cmncil  {Tlie  Duke  of  Devonshire) 202 

Divorce  BilL — [h.l.] — [Second  Readin(;]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Earl  Rimell  202 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — {Earl  Russell.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {The  Earl  of  HeUsbury) 212 

On  Question,  Motion  negatived. 

Board  of  Africolture  and  Fisheries  Bill  —[h.l.]— [Second  Reading].— 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\—{The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

Lord  Burghclere ...  214 

Lord  Heneage         m 218 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 221 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)      ...  221 

Lord  Tweednwidh ...  223 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Cotinty  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill. — Order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  to  be  put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved,  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss        225 

Moved,  To  leave  out  from  '  That '  to  the  end  of  the  Motion  and  insert  the 
following  Resolution,  viz.,  "  In  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  incon- 
sistent alike  with  Parliamentary  practice  and  soiuid  administrative 
policy,  to  legislate  on  subjects  under  consideration  by  Conmuttees  or 
Commissions,  and  that,  inasmuch  as  the  question  of  the  powers  of  local 
and  municipal  authorities,  and  their  exercise  of  these  powers  are  now 
under  consideration  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
specially  appointed  for  this  purpose,  it  is  neither  right  nor  expedient 
to  proceed  with  Bills  giving  increased  power  to  local  and  municipal 
auuiorities,  until  the  said  inquiry  has  been  completed  and  the  report 
of  the  Committee  haa  been  received." — (The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Jinrleigh)   ...         ..  ...     229 

On  Question  whether  to  agree  to  the  said  Amendment,  their  Lordships 
divided.     Contents,  10  j  Not-Contents,  75. 

Then  the  original  Motion  agreed  to :  House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  : — ~ 

Lord  Avehury         233 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  8,  after  '  them  '  to  insert  'The  powers  conferred 
by  this  Section  and  by  Section  15  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
shall  be  exercised  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Borough  Funds  Act, 
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1872,  and  of  any  Act  amending  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
county  were  a  boroucb,  and  the  chairman  of  the  County  Council  the 
mayor  of  a  borough.' —(Z^ord  Avebv/ry.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Lord  Kenyan 

The  MarqnesB  of  Ripon 

The  Earl  of  Gamperdotvn 

Lord  Belper 

Lord  Avebury 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Avebury 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  4." — {Lord  Avehiry.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section  4  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Lord  Kenyon 

Lord  Tweedtnouth  ... 

Lord  Avebury 

Lord  Balfour  of  Bwleiyh 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported   without  Amendment,  and  re-committed   to  the   Standing 
Committee. 

Borough  Funds  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clauses  1  to  6  agreed  to. 

Gause  7  :— 

Txwrf  Avebury         

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  3,  line  12,  'to  leave  out  Sub-section  1.'" — {Lord 
Avebury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  1  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Lord  Kenyan 
Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  7  agreed  to. 

Lord  Avebury 

Amendment  moved — 

"After  Clause  7  to  insert  the  following  new  clause — 'Section  2  of 
the  Borough  Funds  Act,  1872,  shall  be  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  words  "  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall 
authorise  any  governing  body  to  promote  any  Bill  in  Parliament  for 
the  establishment  of  any  gas  or  water  works,"  and  again  after  the 
words  "  to  compete  with  any  existing  gas  or  water  company "  the 
following  words  "  or  electric  lighting  or  traction  company.' " — {Lord 
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Question  proposed,  '■  That  that  clause  be  there  inserted." 

Lord  Kenyon         239 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burkigh 2.39 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Ck)mmittee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  8  agreed  to. 
Clause  9 : — 

Lord  Avehury         240 

Clause  9  and  remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 
Bchedule  1 : — 

Lord  Avehury         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     241 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  one  hundred '  and 
to  insert  the  word  '  twenty '  and  leave  out  the  words  '  one  twentieth ' 
and  to  insert  the  words  '  one  hundredth.' " — {Lord  Avebury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  one  hundred '  and  '  one-twentieth ' 
stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Lord  Kenyon         241 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Formal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule  2  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee ;    and   to  be  printed  as 
amended. 

JSdncation  (Borrowing)  Bill— [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  day  for  the 
Second  Beading  read. 

Lord  Kent/on         242 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2». — {Lord  Kenyon.) 

The  Marqvess  of  Bipon 242 

Lord  Herries         242 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 243 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 344 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers)  Bill— [Second  Reading]. —Order 
of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Kenyon         24.5 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — {Lord  Kenyon.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 
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lewcastle  Chapter  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.u]— [Second  Reading].— Order 
of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Die  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Alhtins     ...         ...     245 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  '?.\—{Tlie  Lord  Bishop  of  Si.  Albans.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2",  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  the  6th  July  next. 

Tm  House  and  Friendly  Societies. 


The  Earl  of  Nortkbrook     ... 

Th"-  Earl  of  Portsmouth    ... 

The  Lord  Arckbisliop  o/ Canterbury 

Drrd  Janus  of  Hereford     ... 

The  Earl  of  Nmthbrook     

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Eight  o'clo 
next,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


k,  to  Thursday 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  TUESDAY,  23rd  JUNE,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bill-s  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  Into 
Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  follow- 
ing Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  there- 
of, the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Carmarthenshire 
Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords] ;  Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Derby  Gras  Bill  [Lords] ;  Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  250 

Harrogate  Water  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Rickmansworth  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  witn  Amendment}  ... 250 

Belfut  Water  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill ; 
Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time ...         ...     250 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— To  be  read  a 

second  time  upon  Tuesday  next         2-50 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 

Bii— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 250 

Rorth  British   Railway  (General  Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords]^ — Read  a  second  time ;  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday 251 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palsice  Bill. — Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  .Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  George  Bartley  and  Captain  Balfour...     251 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  251 
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Pier  and  Haxboor  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  He  upon  the  TaWe. 

Bill,  as  Amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  251 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  25l 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Asiendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  251 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  251 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].— Reported, 
without  Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-mcrrow      251 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Tynemouth  and  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  wita  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 251 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich)  Bill  [Lords].— Rc]K>rted,  with 
Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  

Musical  Copyright  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 

time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  255.]  252 

Mfissage  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  with 
an  Amendment ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Com- 
mercial Gas  Bill ;  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill,  with  Amendments 252 

Amendments  to  :  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal  Bill  [Lords], 
without  Amendment 252 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Reported, 
with  Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  njwn  the 
Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  252 

PETITIOJfS. 

Church  Discipline  Bill. — Petitions  against:  from  Skirlaugh ;  Bollington; 

Parkstone ;  and  Sydenham  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 252 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill.— Petition  of  the  National 

Chamber  of  Trade,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  252 

Detention  of  Poor  Persons  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petitions  in  favour  -.  from 

Rosemarkie;  Knockbain  ;  Avoch;  and  Resolis;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...     252 

Licences   (Compensation    for   Non-Renewal).— Petitions  for  legislation: 

from  Fulham  ;  and  Hornsey  ;  K)  lie  upon  the  Table  252 
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LiCBNCBS  RkNEWAL  AND  TRANSFER  BiLL,  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (Ck)MPENSATION 
FOR  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petitions  against :  from  Ashton-under-Lyne  ; 
Plymouth  (two) ;  Morecambe;  and  Liverpool ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...     253 

&1AKRIA6E  WITH  A  DECEASED  Wife's  Sister  Bili Petitions  against :  from 

East  Mailing  j  St.  George  in  the  East ;  Richmond  (Surrey) ;  Kew ;  Mere- 
worth;  Bollington  ;  and  Great  Yarmouth  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 253 

Prevention   of   Corruption    Bill. — Petition,  from  Salisbury,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        253 

Public    Libraries. — Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  :  from  Darlington ;  and 

Brighouse  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       253 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Board  of  Education  (Education  CJohmittees). — Copy  presented,  of  State- 
ment of  Schemes  for  the  formation  of  Education  Committees  approved 
during  the  month  of  May,  1903,  bv  the  Board  of  Education  under  Section 
17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...     253 

Polling  Districts  (County  of  Middlesex). — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made 
by  the  County  Council  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  altering  certain  Polling 
Kstricts  in  the  Homsey  Parliamentary  Division  [By  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 253 

Finance  Accounts. — Copy  presented,  of  Finance  Accounts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  219.] i53 

Yjsx  India  (India  Office,  Retirement  at  65). — Retiu^  presented,  relative 

thereto  [Address  18th  June — Lord  George  HamilUm\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     253 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3006  to  3008  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        254 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Navy — ^Warrant    Rank   for   Chief  Writers. — Question,  Mr.  Reginald 

Lucas  (Portsmouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster 254 

Trade  of  British  Colonies  with  the  United  Kingdom.— Question,  Mr. 

Fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law     ...  254 

File  Cutono  Trade — Specul  Rules —Arbitration. — Question,  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean);  Answer,  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas  254 

Proceedings  under  the  Truck  Act. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas       255 

Rest   Allowanpe    for    Suburb.*n    Constables. — Question,    Mr.    Louis 

Sinclair  (Essex,  Romford) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas 255 

English  Evening  Mail  fob  Comber.— Question,  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett  (Down, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain        255 

Telegraph   and    Sorting  Clerks— RESiONATioNs.—Question,  Mr.  James 

O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain         256 
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Delay  in  Repayments  of  Incxjme  Tax. — Question,  Colonel  Welby  (Taunton) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Elliot        256 

Increase  of  Russian  Navy. — Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh  (Chester);  Answer, 

Mr.  Amold-Forster 257 

Prize  Firing  in  the  Navy. — Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster  257 

Rebate  on  Duty  on  Molasses. — Question,  Mr.  Toulmin  (Lancashire,  Bury) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 258 

Scotch   Local  Taxation  Account. — Question,   Mr.  Caldwell  (Lancashire, 

Mid) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray        259 

Irish  School  Children — Exemption  Certificates. — Question,  Mr.  T.  L. 

Corbett  J  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       „.     259 

Irish  Ex-Officio  Magistrates— Disqualification  Owing  to  Imprison- 
ment.— Question,  Mr.  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Wyndham         259 

Changes  in  the  Works  Department  of  the  War  Office. — Question,  Mr. 

Broadhurst  (Leicester) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick        260 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Imperial  Yeomanry. — Questions,  Mr.   Mansfield    (Lincolnshire,    Spalding) ; 

Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)     260 

The  Constitution  of  Malta.— Questions,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar),  Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.),  Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.), 
Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  County,  N^  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)      261 

Motor-Caes — Furious  Driving. — Questions,  General  Laurie  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)    263 

Smallpox  in  North  Staffordshire. — Question,  Mr.  Coghill  (Stoke-upon- 
Trent) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)      263 

Imprisonment  foe  Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland. — Questions,  Mr. 
O'Dowd  (Sligo,  S.)  and  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's  County,  Ossory) ;  Answer, 
The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)        ...     264 

Irish  Beb-Keeping  Industry. — Question,  Mr.  Boland  (Kerry,  S.);  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  265 

Irish  Prison  Warders'  Holiday.— Questions,  Mr.  John  O'Donnell  (Mayo,  S.) 

and  Mr.  Kilbride  (Kildare,  S.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...  265 

Labourers'  Allotments  in  Cork. — Question,  Mr.  Sheehan    (Cork  County, 

Mid) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  266 

Motor-Cars— Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race. — Question,  Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 266 

Tottenham  Estate,  County  Leitrim. — Question,  Mr.  O'Dowd;  Answer,  Mr, 

Wyndham        267 
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Government  Expenditure  in  Galway  City. — Question,  Mr.  Chailes  Devlin 

(GWway);   Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 267 

Fiscal  Inquiry.— Questions,  Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Bryce;  Answers,  The  Prime 
Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  268 

Business   of    the  House.— Questions,   Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire, 

Forest  of  Dean)  and  Mr.  Bryce;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        ...         .,.     268 

Selection  (Standing  Committees). 

Mr.  BLalsey  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ;  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  Member  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law, 
and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure : — Mr.  Charles  Seely ;  and  had 
appointed  in  substitution :  Sir  Charles  Dilke. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee ;  That  they  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and 
Fishing)  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Members  in 
respect  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Bill  [Lords] : — Sir  William  Allan,  Sir 
William  Arrol,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Sir  Francis  Evans,  Sir  Fortescue  Flannen^, 
Sir  Christopher  Fumess,  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Mr.  Hain,  Mr.  Helder,  Mx. 
Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  David  Maclver,  Mr.  Maconochie,  Sir  Charles  Palmer, 
Sir  Robert  Ropner,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wilson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 269 

Standing  Okders. — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  : — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Petition, for 
Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Rochester  Corporation  Tramways  and 
Improvements  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

Resolutions  agreed  to 269 

NEW  BILL. 

Oanal  Traffic  Bill. — "To  provide  for  the  better  regulation  of  Canal 
TraflSc,"  presented  by  Sir  William  Holland ;  supported  by  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Emmott,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse, 
Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Parkes,  Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Mr.  Whitley,  and 
Mr.  Wolflf ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  2nd  July,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  256.] 270 

finance  BiU. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  Joseph  WaMon  (Yorkshire,  WJi.,  BarnsUy)  270 

New  Clause  (Reduction  of  Coal  Duty) : — 

"  On  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and 
three,  one  penny  shall  be  substituted  for  one  shilling  as  the  duty  on 
coal  under  Section  3  of  The  Finance  Act,  1901." — {Mr.  Joseph  Walton.^ 

c2 
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Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Fenwick  (Northumberland,  Wanaheck)         278 

Mr.  F.   W.  Lambton  (Durham,  S.E.)     285 

Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham,  Mid)  288 

Sir  James  Joieey  (Durliam,  Cliester4e-Streei)      292 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich)      296 

Mr.  William  Abrdkam  (Glamorganshire,  Bhondda)       298 

Mr.  Burt  (Morfeth)         300 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 303 

Sir  Edtoard  Grey  (Norihun^erland,  Berwick)      309 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 313 

Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton)       ...         ..  314 

Sir  Christopher  Fumeis  (Hartlepool) 316 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  135  ;  Noes,  273.     (Division  List  No.  128.) 

Sir  Joseph  JValton 323 

New  Clause  (Exemption  from  estate  duty  of  policies  of  life  assurance 
assigned  in  consideration  of  marriage) : — 

"  The  bona  fide  purchase  referred  to  in  Section  3  of  the  Finance  Act, 
1894,  shall  include  every  case  of  an  assignment  in  consideration 
of  marriage  by  either  party  to  the  marriage  for  the  benefit  of  all 
or  any  of  the  parties  or  offspring  of  the  marriage  of  any  policy  of 
insurance  on  tne  life  of  a  party  to  the  marriage,  and  the  sums 
receivable  under  such  policy  shall  not  become  liable  to  either 
estate  duty  by  reason  only  of  the  manner  in  which,  or  person  by 
whom,  the  policy  is  kept  up." — (Mr.  Joseph  Walton.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Ritchie  324 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 325 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton 326 

Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Employment  of  Children  BilL— As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
considered. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas, 

Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  326 

New  Clause  (Saving  for  Industrial  and  other  Schools) : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  or  in  any  by-law  made  thereunder  shall 
apply  to  the  exercise  of  manual  labour  by  any  child  under  order  of 
detention  in  a  certified  industrial  or  reformatory  school,  or  by  any 
child  while  receiving  instruction  in  manual  labour  in  any  school." — 
(Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Digitized  byV^OOQlC 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  xxxvH 

J»u  23.]  Pago 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  TaitMnt  (Benoiekshire)  327 

iS^  John  Gorst  {Cambridge  University)    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  328 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings  (Birmingham,  Bordealei/)        ...  328 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  Jor  the  Home  Diriment  {Mr.  Cochrane, 

Ayrshire,  N.) ...  330 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  labour '  to  insert  the  words  '  during  a 
portion  of  the  school  hours.' " — {Mr.  Tennant.) 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  84  ;  Noes,  209.    (Division  List  No.  129). 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Smployment  of  Children  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
further  considered. 

Mr.  Alters  Douglas  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     333 

New  Clause  (Incorporation  and  Amendment  of  S.  3,  of  57  and  58  Vic, 
C.  41)  :— 

"  Section  3  of  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Act,  1894 
(which  regulates  the  employment  of  children  in  public  entertainments) 
shall  have  effect  as  if  re-enacted  in  this  Act.  Provided  as  follows : — 
(1)  A  licence  under  that  section  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  child  under 
the  age  of  nine  years,  and  (2)  any  inspector  or  other  oflScer  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  Act  shall  have  and  may  exercise  all  the 
powers  of  an  inspector  of  factories  and  workshops  under  that  section, 
and  that  section  shall  apply  accordingly." — {Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.) 

Brought  up)  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Broadhurst  {Leicester)           ..          335 

Sir  John  Gorst  {Cambridge  University) 336 

Mr.  Tennant         338 

Sir  Francis  Potoell  (Wigan)         339 

Mr.  Markham  {Nottinghamshire,  Bushcliffe)       340 

Mr.  T.  fF.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.) 340 

Mr.  LaJbowhere  (Northampton) 341 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray  (West  Ham,  N.) 341 

Mr.  John  Bums  (Battersea)           343 

Dr.  Hutchinson  (Sussex,  Rye)       ...         ...         ...          •■■          ■••         •••  345 

Mr.  GaUoway (Manchester,  S.W.) 349 

Mr.  Spear 359 

Mr.Cochrane         351 

Sir  Brampton  Gurdon  (Norjolk,  N.)       362 

Question  put. 
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The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  139 ;  Noes,  116.    (Division  List  No.  130.) 

Mr.  Broadhurtt ...         ...     36S 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  nine,'  and  insert  the  word 
'  twelve.'  "—{Mr.  Broadhmst.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  nine '  stand  part  of  the  clause. ' 

Mr.T.W.RusKU{Tyr(me,S.)     357 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas  367 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  nine '  and  insert  the  word 
•  ten.'  "—{Mr.  Broadhurst.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  '  nine'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Lahmchere      ...  357 

Mr.  GaUotoay         358 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Badcliffe)        ...  358 

Mr.  Tentumt  358 

Mr.  Ernest  Cfray 359 

Mr.  John  Bums    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  359 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Word  "  ten  "  inserted. 

Clause  as  amended  added. 

Clause  (Limitation  of  time)  : 

"With  respect  to  summary  proceedings  for  offences  and  fines  under 
this  Act  and  any  by-law  made  thereunder  the  information  shall  be  laid 
within  three  months  after  the  commission  of  the  oifence." — {Sir 
Fronds  Powell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 

Sir  Edioard  Strachet/ {Somersetshire,  S.) 360 

Clause  (Delegation  of  power  to  make  by-law)  : 

"  The  County  Council  of  any  county  may,  if  it  thinks  fit,  delegate 
its  powers  to  make  by-laws  under  this  Act  to  any  Borough  or  District 
Council  within  its  area." — {Sir  Edvia/rd  Straehey.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray 360 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 361 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings .  .  .  ...  361 

Mr.  Henry  Hothouse  {Somersetshire,  E.) ...         362 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  14 ;  Noes,  228.    (Division  List  No.  131.) 

Mr.  Tennant  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     365 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  any,'  and  insert  the 
word  ' every.'"— (Afr.  TennarU). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  any '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Akers  Dvuglaa  366 

Mr.  Talbot  {Oxford  University)     367 

Mr.  Galloway        367 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "That  further  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended,  be  now  adjourned  "—(Mr.  Galloieay)—f\it,  and  agreed  to.i 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  considered  to-morrow. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee). 
[The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  2  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  article '  to  insert  the  words, 
'  Provided  that  where  articles  of  the  same  kind,  value,  and  description, 
are  on  any  occasion  bought  or  sold  in  a  lot  or  parcel  it  will  be  suflScient 
to  describe  such  lot  or  parcel  without  describing  each  of  the  several 
articles  comprising  same.'" — (Mr.  MacVeagh.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  would  be  there  inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  ao  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.) 368 

Mr.  Naavnetti  (Dublin,  College  Green)       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     368 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

Ooinea  Postal  Orders  Bill. — Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported ;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  to-morrow ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     368 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates)  Bill. — Lords' Amendment  to  be  considered  forth- 
with ;  considered  and  agreed  to         368 

Adjourned  at  fourteen  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  FRIDAY,   24th  JUNE,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

.  Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Bailways 

Bill — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 369 

Bany  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Railway 
Bill  [Lords];  Fife  Electrical  Power  Bill  [Lords] ;  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time  and  committed...     369 

Scottish-American  Mortgage  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [Lords].— To  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow 369 
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Willesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords].  -Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed        369 

Local  OOTemment  PrOTisional  Orders  (No.  i)  Bill.— Lords'  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to        369 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provsional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 369 

Local  Oovernment  Ireland)  Proyisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill;  Local 
GJovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 
Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill. — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow 369 

Local  Ctovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [By  Ordki].- 

Consideration,  as  amended,  deferred  till  Monday  next        ...         369 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Alexandra  Park  and 
Palace  (Public  Purposes)  Act,  1900;  and  to  confer  powers  on  the 
Alexander  Park  Trustees  to  make  charges  for  admission  pn  wink  holidays." — 
Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time         369 

Bochester  Corporation  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill  [Lords].- 
Report  [23rd  June]  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  370 

Local  Ck>vemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  BilL-Reported, 
without  Amendment  [ProvisionsJ  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow       370 

Public  Petitions  Committee. — Sixth  Report  brought  up  and  read;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      370 

Local  Oovernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill,— Reported  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     370 

PETITIONS. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill.— Petition  from  Selkirk,  for  alteration ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        370 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bilu  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensa- 
tion for  Non-Renewal)  Bill.— Petitions  against:  from  Stonehouse 
(two) ;  and  Devonport  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  370 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Denny  and 

Dunipace,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        370 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill.— Petitions  against :  from 

Mailing;  Addington;  and  Southwark ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       370 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  from  Annbank ;  and 

Wakefield  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       370 
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Sale  of  Adulterated  Butter  Bill.— Petition  from  Richmond  (Surrey), 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  371 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

East  India  (India  Office,  Bbtirement  at  65). — Return  [presented  23rd 

June]  to  be  printed.     [No.  220.]        371 

Arhy  Promotions. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address  25th  May — 

Major  Evans-Gordon] ;  lo  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  221.]     371 


Irish  IjAND  Bill. — Return  ordered,  "showing  particulars  with  respect  to 
advances  for  the  purchase  of  holdings  and  repayments  to  Land  Commission 
under  Clauses  1  and  40."— (Mr.  W^ham.) 

Return  presented  accordingly;  to  lie  Mpon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  222.]     ' 


372 


Council  of  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  (Indebtedness).— Return 
ordered,  "showing  the  Total  Indebtedness  of  the  Councils  of  Boroughs, 
other  than  Metropolitan  Boroughs,  in  England  and  Wales  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  1903,  in  the  following  form : — 
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Trade  Between  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  and  Germany. — Return 
ordered,  "showing  (a)  Statistics  for  the  years  1890-1902  of  (1)  trade 
between  Germany  and  Canada,  (2)  trade  between  Germany  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  (3)  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada ;  (b)  Import 
duties  levied  (1)  in  Germany  on  the  principaJ  imports  from  Canada  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  (2)  in  Canada  on  the  principal  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany,  and  (3)  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  principal 
imports  from  Germany  and  Canada."— (Jl/r.  JLod&r.) 
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Ordered,  That  five  be  the  quorum — (Sir  Alexander  Ackmd-Uood.) 
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Iriflh  Land  BiU. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1  : — 
Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word '  twenty,' and  insert  the 

words  '  twenty-five.'" — (Mr.  J(^n  Eedmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  twenty '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  William  O'Brien  {Cork)         

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

Mr.  John  Redmond  {Waterford) 

Mr.  Butcher  {York)  

Mr.  Wyndham      

Mr.  John  Bedmond  

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wyndham       

Amendment  proposed, — 

"  In  i)age  2,  to  leave  out  lines  1  to  7  inclusive." — {Mr.  Wy^idhemi.) 

Question  put,  "  That  lines  1  to  7  inclusive  be  there  omitted,"  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  BwseU  {Tyi-one,  S.) 

Mr.  Wyndham 

Amendment  moved^ 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  'shall  not  sanction 
the  advance,  and  insert  the  words  '  may,  subject  to  the  limitations  in 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  sanction  the  advance  if  they  are  satisfied  with 
the  security,  and  if,  after  giving  all  persons  interested  in  the  estate  an 
opportunity  of  being  heara,  they  consider  the  agreed  price  to  be  equit- 
able, having  regard  to  the  interests  of  all  such  persons  as  aforesaid.' " 
— {Mr.  Wyndham.) 
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Question  proposed, 
the  clause." 


Mr.  John  Redmond  

Sir  John  Colomb  {Great  YarmmUh)  

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {Lmth,  N.)      

Mr.  Dvke  {Plymouth)       

Mr.  DUUm  {Mayo,  E.)      

Mr.  Butcher 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  N.)  

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

Mr.  William  ffBiien        

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson  {Hackney,  S.)       

Major  Jameson  {Clare,  W.) 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
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Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare,  Jf^.) 425 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  21,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (4)  Notwith- 
standing any  provisions  to  the  contrary  contained  in  the  Purchase  of 
Land  Amendment  Act,  1888,  an  advance  may  be  sanctioned  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  exceeding  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  pounds  or  five  thousand  pounds,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  one 
purchaser  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Land  Commission,  it  is  expedient 
to  make  any  such  larger  advance  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
sale  of  a  large  farm  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Land  °  Commission, 
has  been  for  five  years  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  mainly  used  for 
tillage  or  dairying  purposes ' " — (Mr.  Leamy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Carew  {Meath,  S.)      426 

Mr.  Kilbride  {Kildare,  S.)             427 

Mr.  Coghill  (Stokeupon-TreiU) 428 

Sir  John  Colamb ;         ...        " 428 

Mr.  Edmard  Barry  {Cork  Co.,  S.)           429 

Mr.  Wyndham 429 

Amendment  proposed  to  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  •  Acts '  to  insert  the  word  '  not,'  and 
after  the  words  '  sum  of '  to  leave  out  the  word  '  three  '  and  insert  the 
word  '  seven,'  and  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  five  thousand  pounds  as 
the  case  may  be '  in  line  4,  the  word  '  larger '  in  line  6." — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 430 

Mr.  Kennedy  (Westmeath,  N.)      430 

Mr.  Wyndham      431 

Mr.  Leamy 431 

Mr.Coghill  432 

Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.)      ...         432 

Amendment  to  the  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tully 432 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  22,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  4." — (Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  4  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham      433 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Dillon 433 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  after  the  word  '  Act '  to  insert  '  nor  in  the 
case  of  holdings  on  estates  purchased  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.'"— (.¥r.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  Dillon 434 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 436 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghs) 436 

Mr.  Wyndham       438 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  Tully •        439 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  ten,'  and  insert  the 
word  '  fifty.'^'  -  {Mr.  -TvUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word '  ten'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Dillon 440 

Mr.  Wyndham      ...         440 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Dillon 442 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  apply '  to  the 
word  '  Provided,'  in  line  35."— {Mr.  DUlm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." — {Mr.  Herbert  R(^>ertson.) 

Mr.  Wyndham      442 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Mr.  (ySkee  {Waterford,  W.)  443 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  '  (e)  A  Labourer, 
as  defined  in  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  as  amended 
by  this  Act,  and  residing  upon  or  within  three  miles  of  the  estate.' " — 
{Mr.  ffShee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham      444 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)      444 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  '  (f)  A  person  who 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Land  Commission  would  be  a  suitable  occupier 
of  such  holding.' " — {Mr.  Hugh  Law.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham      

Mr,  Hugh  Law      

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  Wyndham      445 

Mr,  Hugh  Law      445 
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Mr.  William  O'Brien        446 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words, '  (e)  A  caretaker 
of  a  holding  on  the  estate  or  a  person  who  is  in  occupation  of  such 
holding  as  tenant  at  will,  or  tenant  at  sufferance.' " —  {Mr. 
William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       446 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Colomb 446 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2." — {Sir  John  Colomh.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-flection  2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndliam       447 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  ffBrien         447 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  section '  to  insert  the  words 
'  to  persons  other  than  those  mentioned  in  Sub-section  one  (d)  hereof." 
—{Mr.  William  O'Brien.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Dillon. 

448 

Colonel  Saunderson  {Armagh,  N.)            

449 

Mr.  John  Redmond           

449 

Mr.  Wyndham       

449 

Mr.  Kilbride          

450 

Mr.  Dillon X      

450 

Mr.  John  Redmond           ..          

451 

Mr.  Blake. 

452 

Mr.  Hemphill         

453 

Mr.  William  Redmond     ...         

454 

Mr.  Wyndham      

454 

Mr.  Kilbride          

455 

Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU            

456 

Mr.  Channing        

457 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland)           

457 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  Evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Finance  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Irish  Land  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
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[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  2 — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  40,  after  the  word  'section,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  to  persons  other  than  those  mentioned  in  Sub-section  one  (d) 
hereof.'"— (Jtfr.  miliam  O'Brien.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Roche  {Gaiway,  E.) 460 

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson       460 

Mr.  JFUliam  0'B)-im 463 

Sir  John  Colomb 464 

Mr.  John  Redmond  ...  ...  ...v       ...  ...  ...  ..,  465 

Mr.  Wyndham       ...         465 

Mr.  William  O'Brien        468 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Coniwr  469 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page 3,  line  13,  after  the  word  'owner'  to  insert  the  words 
.'  for  five  years  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  been  resident  for 
more  than  six  months  of  each  year  in  Ireland.'" — (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  John  Colomb    .. 

Mr.  T.   W.  Russell  

Mr.  Dillon 

Mr.  Atkinson 

Mr.  Ashton  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 

Mr.  Butcher  

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  

Mr.  Wyndham       


460 
470 
47» 
471 
472 
472 
473 
474 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Bvicher  475 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  13,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  has,'  to  the 
third  '  the,'  in  line  15,  and  insert  '  t^eed  to  sell  the  estate  under  the 
Lands  Purchase  Acts  to  the  Land  Commission  or  otherwise.'" — 
(Mr.  Butcher). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndliam       475 

Mr.  Serbert  Robertson       476 

Mr.  Wyndham       • 476 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tully 47C 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  occupation,'  and  insert 
'own  use.  "—(Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'occupation '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  IFyndham       477 

Mr.T.M.Healy 478 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Conmr  478 

Mr.  Tully  ...         ., 479 

Mr.Wyttdham       479 

Mr.  Dillon 480 

Mr.T.M.Healy 480 

Mr.  William  Redmond       ...         ...  480 

Mr.  fFyndham       _  481 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  woi-d  '  adjacent  to,'  to  insert '  or  in 
the  neighbourhood  of.' " — (Mr  Herbert  Mubertsoii.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  482 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  estate,'  to  insert  the  words 
"-provided  that  no  part  of  said  last-mentioned  land  has,  during  the  five 
years  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  been  let  for  the  purposes  of 
pasture  or  upon  any  agreement  for  agistment  or  temporary  depasturage 
of  same.'"— (3/r.  T.  P.  O'Connor.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Tully 482 

Mr.DUlon 482 

Mr.  IFyndham       483 

Sir  John  Colonib     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  483 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'and  the  land 
so  re-sold  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  uses  and  trusts  other  than  uses 
and  trusts  in  favour  of  mortgagees  and  chargees  and  owners  of 
superior  and  intervening  interests  as  the  land  was  subject  to  at  the 
date  of  the  sale  to  the  Land  Commission.' " — (Mr.  Herbert  Robertson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr,  Wyndham      484 

Mr,  Herbert  Ediertson        ...  484 

Mr.T.M.Healy 485 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Askton ...     485 

Amendment  proposed —     * 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (2)." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  (2)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Mr.  John  Redmond  486 

Mr.T.M.Healy 486 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Mr.  Txdly 487 

Mr.  John  Redmond  487 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Patent  OfSce  Extension  BilL — [Sb(x>nd  Reading.] — Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 487 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treastiry  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) 488 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five 
Members,  three  to  be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  two  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill  presented  five  clear  days  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Committee ;  that  the 
Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  or  agents, 
be  heard  against  the  BOl,  and  counsel  heard  in  support  of  the  BilL 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  "  That  three  be  the  quorum."— (Jfr.  Ellua.) 

Oninea  Postal  Orders  BilL— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 

time  upon  Friday         ...       •  488 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS:    THURSDAY,    25th    JUNF^    1903. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been 
complied  with : — Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 489 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill;  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill.— Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Tuesday  next       ...     489 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Blanitoba  Land  Company  Bill  [h.l.].— Committed    489 

IHrral    Bailway    Bill    [h.l.]. — Commons     Amendments    considered,    and 

agreed  to  489 

Hampton  Court  Gas  Bill;  Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with 

Amendments     489 
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mddlesboroaeli  Corporation  Bill— The  Chaikman  of  Cohmittee8 
informed  tne  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The 
orders  made  on  Thursday  and  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed    489 


Ctoaport.  Fareham,  and  Cosham  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Keported  from 

the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments      489 

Orystal  Palace  District  Qas  Bill. — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

Committee        489 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.u]. — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

(Committee        489 

Charing  Cross,  Boston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  BiU.— The  King's 
consent  signified;  and  Bill  report«d  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments 489 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill.— Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Taole.  The  orders  raaae  on  the  15th  of  May  and  the  15th  of  June  last 
discharged  J  and  Bill  committed        ...     490 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  BilL— Moved,  That  the  order 
made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  1 8th  day  of 
June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*  ;  agreed 
to ;  Bill  rejid  2*  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection  490 

Ipswich  Gas  BilL— Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons  490 

BirmiDgham  District  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee  with  Amendments  ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...     490 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  (No.  133);  Pier 
and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  (No.  134)  ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  (No.  135);  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  (No.  136).— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  Read  1* ;  to 
be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners ...     490 

Forth  Nayigatioa  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Order 
Confirmation  Bill;  Edinburgh  Corporation  (Markets,  Slaughter-houses, 
etc.)  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Grangemouth  Water  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Refuse  Destniction  Order  Confirmation 
Bill.    To  be  read  3"  to-morrow  490 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  The  Amendments  proposed  oy  the  Select  Committee 
made:  Further  Amendments  made  :  Standing  Committee  negatived  : 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monda}'^  next        490 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow  491 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3»  (according 

to  Order)  •  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 491 
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Local  Oovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according 
to  Order),  and  passed  > 491 

Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Honsing  of  the 
Working  Classes)  Bill— Amendment  reported  (according  to  Order),  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3' to-morrow 491 

Pier  and  Harbonr  Provisional  Order  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from 

the  Commons  agreed  to  ...         ...         491 

Sickmansworth  Qas  Bill  [h.l.];  Harrogate  Water  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  r  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to        491 

Coal  Blines   (Certificates)  Bill.— Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

Amendment  agreed  to...         491 

Local  €k>vemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  BilL— Returned  from  the 

Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 491 

PETITIONS. 

BoYAL  Dbclaration  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petitions  in  favour  of :  of  Roman  Catholics 
in  Bishopton ;  Bristol ;  Bellingham,  Northumberland ;  Malton  and  Norton ; 
Everingnam ;  Redcar ;  Yarm  ;  Thirsk  ;  Leyburn  ;  Skipton ;  Scorton  ; 
South  Bank ;  Richmond  ;  Whitby ;  Wakefield  and  Ossett ;  Pickering  j 
Ampleforth ;  Lartington ;  St.  Wilfrid's,  York ;  St.  Mary's  Parish,  Hull ; 
St.  Charles'  Parish,  Hull ;  Kingston-on-Hull ;  Fulham  Palace  Road ;  Ham- 
mersmith— Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 491 

BOTAL  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petitions  against:  of  the  Imperial  Pro- 
testant Federation  (2);  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       492 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

DveroiTKiiY. — Report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Nature,  Pathology,  Causation, 
and  Prevention  of  Dysentery,  and  its  relationship  to  enteric  fever 
(appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  August,  1900) :  Presented 
(by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       492 

PuBuc  Records  (Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Enrolments). — 
Schedule  containing  a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  documents  from 
the  Office  of  the  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Enrolments  which  are  now  in 
the  Public  Record  Office,  but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  therein       492 

Railways  Construction  Facilities  Act,  1864.— Report  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  an  application  made  during  the  year  1902,  under  the  Railways 
Construction  Facilities  Act,  1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  respect  thereto      492 

Eailway  Companies  Powers  Act,  1864. — Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  on 
applications  made  during  the  year  1902  under  the  Railway  Companies 
Powers  Act,  1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
respect  thereto 492 

Elsctric  Lighting  Acts,  1882-1890  (Proceedings). — Report  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  respecting  the  applications  to  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
.  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882-1890,  during  the  past  year. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 492 
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Education  (Borrowing)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order): 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment;  and  le-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee        493 

Finance  Bill. — Read  !• ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  i-ead  2*  to-morrow  (The 
Lord  President  {D.  Devonshire) ) ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  U>  be 
considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  witL     (No.  132.)         493 

Condition  of  Holyrood  Palace. 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Lord  Windsor)  ...  ...    493 

Contracts  (India  OfSce)  BiU. — [Second  Beading]. — Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

The.  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {The  Earl  of  Uardwieke) 493 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Boyal  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.]  : — [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

Earl  Grey 493 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{Earl  Grey.) 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen.        602 


r/te  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

Viscount  Llandaff  

The  Duke  of  Nmfdk  

Lord  Stanmore 

The  Lord  President  of  tlie  Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire) 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery        

Earl  Grey  


504 
513 
516 
517 
518 
524 
527 


On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided.     Contents,  62,  Not-Contents,  109. 

Resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  Reservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade. 

Lord  Mv-skerry      629 

Moved  to  resolve.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  desirable  that 
legislation  on  the  terms  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Subsidies 
Committee  and  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Conference  of  Colonial 
Premiers  should  be  initiated  by  His  Majesty's  Government. — (Lord 
Musktrry.) 

Lord  Wolverton      ...         ...         ...     536 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
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Motor  Traffic  Regulation. 

The  Eart  of  Camperdown  538 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)    ...         .„         ...     538 

The  House  adjourned  at  Eight  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  balf-paat 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  25th  JUNE,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means    1)39 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  piutviously  inquired  into 
COMPLIED  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into, 
and  which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. :  Poole 
and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  -539 

Private  Bills  (Pbtition  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing  Orders 
complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  for  additional  Provision  (No.  2)  in  the  following  Bill  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with,  viz. :  Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  that  they 

have  power  to  make  provision  therein  accordingly      -539 

Scottish-American  Mortffa^  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [Lords]  (by 
Order).    Read  a  second  time,  and  committed         ...    539 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6)  Bill.    Read  the  third  time  and  passed         -539 

north  British  Railway  (General  Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords]. — Considered;  to  l)e  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next      .,.    -540 

Bamsley  Corporation  (Water)  Bill.— Order  [2nd  March]  that  the  Bill  be 

committed,  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. — {Mr.  Caldwell.)       ..      MO 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  4je 
printed 540 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill.— Reported  with  Amendments ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       -    -540 
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PETITIONS. 

Church  Discipline  Bill.— Petition  from  Beverley,  against  j  to  lie  upon  the 

Table     540 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill.— Petition  from  Sleaford,  against; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 540 

Licensing  Law  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal)  Bill.— Petition  from 

Sleaford,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       540 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill.— Petition  from  Falkirk,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 540 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill.— Petition  from  Banning, 

against  J  to  lie  upon  the  Table  540 

Patent  Office  Extension  Bill.— Petition  of  the  Prudential  Assurance  Com- 
pany, Limited,  against  (praying  to  be  heard  by  Counsel) ;  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Bill ,540 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,   ETC. 

Armt  (Commission  on  Dysentery). — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission on  the  nature,  pathology,  causation,  and  prevention  of  Dysentery, 
and  its  relationship  to  Enteric  Fever,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  August,  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       541 

Railways. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  applications 
made  during  1902  under  the  Railway  Companies'  Powers  Act,  1864,  and 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  respect  thereto  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Talsle,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  223.J         541 

Railways  Construction  Facilities  Act,  1864. — Copy  presented,  of  Report 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  an  Application  made  during  the  year  1902  under 
the  Act,  and  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  respect  thereto 
l^by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  224.]  ...         ...     541 

ELECTRIC'  Lighting  Acts,  1882  to  1890  (Proceedings). — Copy  presented,  of 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting  the  Applications  to  and  Proceedings 
of  th&  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  to  1890, 
during  the  past  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  225.] 

Pkper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  541 

PuBUC  Records  (Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Enrolments).— 
Copy  of  Schedule  containing  a  List  and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents 
from  the  Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Enrolments  which  are  now 
in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value 
to  justify  their  preservation  therein  [by  Act.]  541 

Patent  Office  Extension  [Expenses]. — Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  all  Expenses 
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Supply  [14th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Ck>nunittee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4. — Class  IL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£96,499,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  we  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  and  Subordinate  OfBces." 

Sir  Charles  ZHlke  (Oloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)         658 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries,  Wages,  and 
Allowances)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.''— (-Sir  Charl^  DUke.) 

Mr.  Coghill  (Stoke-vpon-Trent)       565 

Mr.  Shackleton  (Lancashire,  ClUhsroe)      567 

Mr.  Tennant  (BerwuMiire)  571 

Mr.  Jesse  CoUinga  {Birmingham,  Bardesley)        -..         ..  577 

Mr.AsquiaC{Fifeshire,E.)  582 

Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford  University) 587 

Mr.  Brigg  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Keighley) 588 

Sir  John  Colomb  {Great  Tarmouth)  589 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  SeoOand) 592 

Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell  {Glasgow,  College)  .  595 

Mr.  John  Bums  {Battersea)  596 

The  Secretary  of  State  far  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Akers  Douglas, 

Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  602 

Mr.  Shackleton       606 

Mr.  Sloan  {Belfast,  S.)      607 

Mr.  Nannetti  {Dublin,  College  Green)       ...         609 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Fet¥U)iek  {Northumberland,  JVamsbeck)  610 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 611 

Mr.  John  Ellis  {Nottinghamshire,  Bushclife)       611 

And,  it  being  half-past  seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 
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EVENIHG  SITTING. 
Supply  [Uth  Ai^u»ttbd  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.J 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4. — Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceedint; 
£96,499,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  ihe  Office  «f  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  and  Subordinate  Offices." 

Mr.JchHElUs      ..,        "13 

Sir  J&ederick  Banlmri/ (Camierweilf  Pechham)    615 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeUl  (Donegal,  S.) 617 

Cohml  Sauvderxon  (Aniuxgh,  N.)  622 

Sir  Michael  Foster  {London.  University)    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  623 

Dr.  Hutohinson  (Sussex,  £ije)        625 

Mr.  jdkers  Douglas  626 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Comor  630 

Captain  Balfour  (Middlesex,  Hor-nsey)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  635 

Mr.  Crooks  {Wodtvich)      637 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shorediteh,  Hoxton) 639 

Mr.KeirHardielMerthyrTydvil)  639 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Dejjartment  {Mr.  Cochrane, 

Ayrshire,  2f.)...         ...         ...  640 

Captain  Norton  {Jteudngton,  jr.) 642 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State." 

Committee  ■divided : — Ayes,  21 ;  Noes,  110.     (Division  List  No.  132.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,157, 
be  grantiad  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
'  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland  (8  and  9  Vic,  c.  83 ;  62 
and  53  Vic,  c.  50  j  57  and  58  Vic,  c  58  ;  60  and  61  Vic,  c  38 ;  and 
various  other  Statutes)." 

Mr.  Weir  {Boss  and  Cromarty) 643 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report 
to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  Three  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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to ;  BUI  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  645- 

Sorleston  and  Sonthtown  Qas  BilL— Read  3%  and  passed 645- 

Kid  Torkshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3^,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
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Commercial  Qas  Bill;  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill. — Returned  from  the 
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Local  (Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Honsing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendment, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 646 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Moved,  That  the  Order 
miule  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  .second 
time  after  Thursday  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  2" ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and  committed ; 
the  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection        646 

Grangemouth  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill;  Lanarkshire  Electricity 
and  Refuse  Destruction  Order  Confirmation  KU  ;  Forth  Na%-igation  Order 
Confirmation  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Edin- 
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Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Angiistns  Railway  Companies 
Bill ;  Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill ;  Leigh  Corporation  Bill ;  Welling- 
'borough  and  District  Tramroads  Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern 
Counties  Railways  Bill ;  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway  Bill ;  MuUuigar, 
Kells,  and  Drogbeda  Railway  Bill ;  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway 
Bill ;  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill. — ^Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Kilmaine  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  tlie  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  tbe  Earl  of  Mayo ;  read,  and  agreed  to        646 

Thb  Old  Navigating  Officers  of  the  Navy. 

Lord  Musketry       646 

The  First  Lord  of  the  AdmiraUy  {The  Earl  of  Selhorne) 648 

SishopricB  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order). 

The  iM-d  Bishop  of  Hereford  649 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  24,  after  the  word  '  Lichfield '  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  to  the  ffishop  of  Hereford.' " — (The  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

-Clause  3  :— 

The  Lord  Bi^vop  of  Hereford         650 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  pt^e  2,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  Lichfield '  to  insert 
the  word  '  Hereford ' ;  and  in  line  29,  after  the  word  '  Lichfield ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  Hereford.' " — (The  Ijord  Bislufp  of  Hereford.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  Ashcombe       .  651 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  'Canterbury'  to  insert  the 
word  '  Winchester.' " — {Lmd  Ashcombe.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  Southwark '  to  insert  the 
words  '  Winchester  and  Southwark.' " — [Lord  Ashcombe.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  Agreed  ta 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  a^eed  to. 

Remaining  clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule  I  agreed  to. 

Schedule  2  :— 

Lord  Norton  ...         ...         •••         •••         •■         •••         ...         ...     652 
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The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Morley)  6512 

Schedule  2  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  j  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  137.) 

Contracts  (India  Office)  BilL— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2:— 

The  Marqwss  of  Ripon       652 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdmone)  . . .     652 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Bemaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendments  and   re-committed  to  the  Standiqg 
Committee. 

Thk  Judicial  Cohhittek  and  the  New  Zealand  Court  of  Appeal. 

Lord  Hawkeshury 652 

The  Ij>rd  Cha^uxUor  {The  Earl  of  HaMmry)        653 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  FRIDAY,  26th  June,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  Into 
Complied  With. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Bristol  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 6-53 

'  Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  Into 
not  Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Salford  Corporation 
KU  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Oders       654 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  Thereto 
Complied  With).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 


Digitized  by 


v^uogle 


Ixiv  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

June  26.]  Pag« 

following  Bill,  ori^natiitg  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Heading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  :— Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next 654 

Commercial  Oas  Bill ;  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill ;  Great  Eastern 

Railway  Bill. — ^Lords' Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to 654 

Belfast  Water  Bill    [LordsJ. — Read    the    third    time    and  passed,  with 

Amendments      654 

Harrow  Road  and  Padding^on  Tramways  Bill.— Read  the  third  time  and 

passed.     (New  Title.) 654 

Shepshed  Urban  District  Qas  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time  and 

passed,  with  Amendments       654 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill;  Scunthorpe  Urban 
District  Water  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third 
time        655 

Liverpool  University  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a 

second  time,  and  committed     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     655' 

Private  Bir.us  (Group  G). — Ordered,  That  James  Alfred  Crowther  do  attend 
the  Committee  on  Group  G  of  Private  Bills  on  Monday  next,  at  eleven  of 
the  clock  t55 

Private  Bills  (Group  G). — Ordered,  That  Joseph  James  Hornby  do  attend 
the  Committee  on  Group  G  of  Private  Bills  on  Wednesday  next,  at  eleven 
of  the  clock       655- 

Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. — Ordered,  That  Francis  William  Anderson, 
A.  Beresford  Pike,  and  Arthur  Blackford  do  attend  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  on  Tuesday  next,  at  half -past  eleven  of  the  clock'         ...         ...     655 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 656. 

Message  from  the  Lords. — ^That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro\'i3ional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Pro\fi8ional  Orders  (Gas)  Bill;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8)  Bill;  Naval  Works  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Ipswich  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Hanxjw  and  Stanmore  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Wirral 
Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Rickmansworth  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Harrogate  Water 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders,  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Tramways  Act 
1870,  relating  to  Barrow-in-Furness  Tramways,  Horsforth  Urban  District 
Council  Tramways,  Keigbley  Corporation  Tramways,  and  Ramsbottom 
Urban  District  Council  Tramways."  [Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 
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And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mid  Yorkshire 
Tramways  Company,  and  to  empower  that  company  to  make  and  maintain 
tramways  and  other  works,  and  for  other  purposes.  [Mid  Yorkshire 
Timmways  BiU  [Lords].] 

POBIJC  AooouNTS.— That  they  give  leave  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
to  attend  to  be  examined  as  a  witness  before  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  by  this  House  on  Public  Accounts 666 

Md  Torkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Bead  the  first  time,  and  referred 

to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills         657 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first  time ; 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  259.]  657 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  C^o.  9)  Bill.— Reported  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next 657 

?ier  and  Harbonr  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill.— Reported  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next        657 

Idncation  Board  Provisional  Orders  Oonflrmation  (East  Ham,  etc.) 
Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  an  Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ffill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next        657 

laker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— Reported, 

with  Anaendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         . . .     657 

London  and  North-Western  Bailway  BiU  [Lords].— Reported,  without 
Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       657 

Torvoay  Corporation  Water  Bill  [Lords!  ;  Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire 
Navigation  Bill  [liords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       658 

Cog's  College  (London)  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BiU  to  be  read  the  third  time 658 

8t  Philips  Chapel  (Regent  Street)  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without 
AmeMmsat ;  Report  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

BiU  to  be  read  the  third  time  658 

PETITIONS. 

ScBCH  PoucB  (Scotland)  Bitx. — Petition  from  Falkirk,  for  alteration ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 658 

LUXNSING  (SooTLAND)  AcTS  AMENDMENT  BiLL. — Petition  from  Sutherland, 
for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 658 

MARRiAGX  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S  SiSTER  BiLL. — Petition  from  Edinburgh, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  658 
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YivisEOTiON.' — Petition  from  London,  for  prohibition ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . . .    658 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Local  Authoritiks  in  Scotland  (Technical  Education). — Return  ordered, 
"  showing  the  extent  to  which  and  the  manner  in  which  local  authorities  . 
in  Scotland  have  allocated  and  applied  funds  to  the  purposes  of  Technical 
jEducation  d\iring  the  year  ending  the  15th  day  of  May,  1903,  under  the 
following  Acts :  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1890 ;  Education 
and  Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland) '  Act,  1892;  Technical  Schools 
(Scotland)  Act,  1887  ;  Technical  Instruction  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act, 
1892 ;  and  Public  Libraries  Acts."— (jTA*  iwrf  ilrf»oca/«.) 658 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  fHTH  THE  VOTES. 

Vivisection   Experiments— Presence   of   a   Gk)VERNMEhT   Inspbctor.— 

Question,  Dr.  Shipman  (Northampton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas       ...     659 

Report  ON  Vivisection  Experiments. — Question,  Sir  John  RoUeston  (Leicester); 

Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas 659 

Truck  Act — Deductions  from  Wages  in  the  Iron  Plate  TRADB.—Question, 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  (GloJicestershire  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas 660 

Small  Factories  and  Workshops — Precautions  against  Fire. — Question, 

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas         660 

Accidents  on  the  Giasoow  Corporation  Electric  Tramways.— Question, 

Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law 661 

Treaties  giving  Preferential  Treatment  to  Foreign  States.  -  Question, 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law     ...     661 

Tenders  for  Battleships  and  Armour  Plate.— Question,  Mr.  James  Hope 

(SheflSeld,  Brightside) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  662 

Infectious  Diseases  on  Liners.— Question,  Mr.  Weir;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter 

Long      ;         662 

Exports  of  Wheat  and  Flour  from  India.— Question,  Mr.  Hunter  Craig 

(Lanarkshire,  Govan) ;  Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton      663 

Management  of  the  Uganda  Railway. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel; 

Answer,  Lord  Cranborne        663 

Construction  of  the  Ballyroney  and  Newcastle  Railway. — Question, 

Mr.  Mac Veagh  (Down,  S.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  664 

Treasure  Trove  Purchased  by  Royal  Irish  Academy. — Question,  Mr. 

Hugh  Law  (Donegal,  W.) ;  An8wer,Mr.  Wyndham 664 

Military  Stores  sent  to  South  Africa. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse 

(Bristol,  R) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 665 

Selection  (Standing'  Committees). — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection :  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from 
the  Standing  Committee  od  Law,  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Pro- 
cedure :  Mr.  Lees  Knowles ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution :  Mr.  Samuel 
Roberts. 

>   Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 665 
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Coonty  Oottrts  Jniiidietion  Extension  Bill— [Third  Beading].— Order 
read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [19th  June],  "  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Lord  Hugh  CecU  (Greenwich) ...         666 

Mr.  Galloway  {Manchester,  S.W.) $66 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 670 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  •  be,'  and  add  the 
words  '  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  respect  of 
a  new  clause  (Increase  of  Courts).' " — (Mr.  Galloway.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Sir  Albert  BoUU  (Islington,  S.)     671 

Mr.  Duke  (Plymmdh)        675 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert  Finlay,' Inverness  Burghs)         679 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  (Wolverhampton,  E.)      S8l 

Sir  James  Fergasson  (Manchester,  N.E.)   ...         ...         683 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  160 ;  Noes,  10.     (Division  List  No.  133.) 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Qoinea  Postal  Orders  Bill — [Third  Beading]. — Order  for  the  Third  Bead- 
ing read. 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 685 

Mr.  G^son  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 688 

Mr.  fTilliam  Redmond  (Clare,  B.)            •..         ...  688 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  (Hampshire,  Fareham)     689 

Mr.  Gallmmy         689 

Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  (Canterbury)           ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  690 

Mr.  Ficary  Gibbs  (Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans)      691 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed.  • 

Military  Lands  Bill — [Third  Beading]. — Order  for  the  Third  Beading  read. 

Sir  Arthur  Hayter  (Walsall)         691 

Mr.  Caldvxll  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 692 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  692 

Mr.  William  Redmond      69.1 

Sir  Frederick  Baniury  (Cumierwell,  Peckham) ...  695 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill 694 

Sir  Walter  Tlun-burn  (Peebles  and  Selkirk) '       696 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  (Bristol,  W.) ...  696 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Lord  Stanley ,  Lancashire,  West- 

houghton)        697 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Incest  BilL — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee)  considered. 

Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford  University)     ...     697 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words,  '  of  or  above  the  age 
of  thirteen  years.'"— (Jtfr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.* 

Colonel  Lockwood  (Essex,  Epping)  698 

Amendment,  by  leive,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  daughter '  to  insert  the  word 
'  step-daughter.' " — (Mr.  Galloway.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  step-daughter '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Sir  WiUiam  Tomlinson  (Preston)  699 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  sister,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  who,  being  married,  has  committed  incestuous  adultery  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  27  of  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Acts,  1857.'" — 
(Sir  Wuliam  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  H.  D.  Greene  (Shrewsbury) 700 

Colonel  Lodcwood 701 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Talbot 701 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  'and  not  exceeding 
seven  years.    — (Mr.  Ta^t.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BUI." 

Mr  GaUoway  702 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton  (Leeds,  S.) 702 

Mr.  H.  D.  Greene 702 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs 703 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  after  the  word  '  brother,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  stepgrandfather,  stepfather,  or  stepson.' " — (Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs.) 

Question,  "  That   those    words   be  there    inserted   in  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  Talbot 703 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  9,  to  leave  out  Clause  h."'—(Mr.  Talbot.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  Tbat  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out?  stand  part  of 

the  Bill. ' 

• 

Sir  Jugeph  Leete  (Lancashire,  A ecrington)  704 

Sir  Edward  Carton  704 

Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ...     704 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Gretton  (Derbi/shire,  S.)         J04 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  out  Clause  6."— (Mr.  Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  lite 
Bill." 

Mr.  HemphiU  (Tyrme,  N.)  704 

Mr.  Malcolm  (Suffolk,  Stoumiarket)  705 

Sir  Edtoard  Carson  705 

Mr.Caldwll  .*        ...  705 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time,"  put,  and  agreed. 

Innkeepers'    Liability   Bill. — As  amended  (by  the   Standing   Committee)  eon- 
sidered. 

The  first  Motion  on  the  Paper  was  a  new  clause,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South-West  Manchester,  dealing  with  the  application  of  the 
Act  to  Scotland. 

Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  Galloway         706 

A  clause  (Exemption) — (Mr.  Galloway.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Sir  Bramptott  Gnrdon  (Norfolk,  N.) 

Sir  Edward  Carton  

Mr.  Cohen  (lelington,  E.) 

Mr.  Fieary  Gibbs 

Mr.  Gretton  


706 
707 
707 
707 
708 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  75 ;  Noes,  130.     (Division  List  No.  134.) 

Mr.  Galloway         709 

A  clause  (Right  of  Appeal), 

"Any  person  aggrieved  by  a  conviction  made  by  a  Court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  under  this  Act  may  appeal  therefrom  to  a  Court 
of  quarter  sessions." — (Mr.  Galloway.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Galloway         712 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  'shall'  to  insert  the  words 
'from  opening  until  closing  time.'" — (Mr.  Galloway.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill 

Mr.  Brampton  Gurd&ti       

Sir  Edward  Carson 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil     

Mr.  Lawton  Walton  

Mr.  Loyd  {Berkshire,  Abingdon)    ... 


712 
712 
712 
713 
713 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  73 ;  Noes,  140.    (Division  Jjst  No.  135.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : — 

Mr,  Gallmoay         715 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  the  word  '  manner '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  is  an  habitual 
drunkard  to  whom  the  sale  of  liquor  has  been  refused  under  Section  6 
of  the  Licensing  Act,  1902.'"— (JWr.  Gallotcay.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury     717 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  '  a  sum  adequate  to  the  cost '  and  insert 
the  words  '  a  reasonable  price.' " — {Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3 — 5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Mr.  GaUouxiy        718 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  Scotland  or.' " — {Mr. 
GalUnmy.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill.'^ 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  140 ;  Noes,  52.     (Division  List  No.  136.) 

And  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Committee,  stood  adjourned. 

Further  consideration  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital  Bill. — As  amended,  considered ;  read  the  third  time, 

and  passed        719 


Pistols  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee)  considered. 

persons) — ( 
1  time,  and 
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Amendments  made  to  the  BilL 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed ...     719 

Karket  Gardeners'  Compensation  BilL — Order  for  Second  Beading  read, 
and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn 720 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  29th  JUNE,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have 
been  complied  with : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7) ;  South 
Shields  Corporation. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill : — Jjocal  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  18). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 721 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.].— A  witness  ordered  to 

attend  the  Select  Committee 721 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill.— The  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees informed  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn  : 
The  order  made  on  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed   ...         ...     721 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.J. — Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 

not  to  sit  again  till  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  Jufy  next 721 

£p's  Patents  Bill  I  h.l.]  ;  Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill  [H.iJ ;  Bradford 

Corporation  Bill  [h,l.]. — Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  tne  Commons  ...     721 

North  British  Railway  (General  Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l]. 

— ^Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to      721 

Bory  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Education  Board  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of  Yarborough,  the  Lord 
Middleton,  and  the  Lord  Glenesk  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  members  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Lytton, 
the  Lord  Bolton,  and  the  Lord  Hatherton,  and  that  the  Lord  Glenesk  be 
Chairman  of  the  said  Committee ;  read  and  agreed  to         721 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- Western  Railways 
(Steam  Vessels)  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Belmore,  and 
that  the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  be  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee ; 
read,  and  agreed  to       722 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  C)  Bill ;  Metropolitan  District 
Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill ;  East  Ham  Iinprovement  Bill ;  Great 
Western  Railway  Bill ;  Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway  Bill ; 
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North-Eaatem  BaUway  Bill  j  Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase  Railway 

gSxtension  of  Time)  Bill ;  Bomford  and*  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Wood 
reen  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban  District  Council 
Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords 
be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Bills,  viz. : 

D.Bedford, 

D.  Newcastle, 

K  Temple, 

L.  Berwick. 

L.  Ribblesdale  (chairman) ; 
agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly.    The  Committee  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills         ...     722 

Tramways  Orders  Conflrmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l  ].— Amendments  reported 

(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3' on  Friday  next  7i2 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Gk>vemment 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
^o.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill. — 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  (which  stands  appointed  for  this  day),  put 
off  till  To-mon-ow         725 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill.— Brought  from  the 
Commons ;  read  1' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.  (No. 
147.)       725 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade  Reports — Annual  Series. 

No.  3009.  Japan. 

No.  3010.  France  (Corsica). 

No.  3011.  France  (Dunkirk). 

No.  3012.  China  (Swatow). 

No.  3013.  China  (Kiungchow). 

No.  3014.  Sweden  (Stockholm  and  the  Eastern  Coast). 

No.  3015.  Austria-Hungary  (Trieste). 

Presented  [by  Command] ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  723 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund. — Account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  under 
the  Seamen's  Fund  Winding-up  Act,  from  1st  January  to  31  st  December, 
1902      723 

Lunacy. — Fifty-seventh  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to  the  Lord 

Chancellor         725 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  (Post  Office  Savings  Banks  Fund) 
(Savings  Banks  Fund)  (Friendly  Societies  Fund). — Accounts  for  the 
year  ended  3l8t  December,  1902         723 

Superannuation. — Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd  June,  1903,  declaring  that 
Paul  Powell,  Roy^l  Carriage  Department,  War  Office,  was  appointed  without 
a  Civil  Service  certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
his  Department. 

liaid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act] ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    723 
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GmNEA  PoSTAr.  Orders  Bill. — Bead  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  road  2* 
to-morrow  (The  Earl  of  Mayo).     (No.  141.) 723 

OonntT  Ooorts  Jnrisdictioii  Sztension  Bill  (No.  142);  Military  Lands  Bill 
(No.  143);  Incest  Bill  (No.  144);  Addenbrooke's  Hospital  Bill  (No.  146); 
Pistols  Bill  (No.  146). 

Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1%  and  to  be  printed 724 

Fqancb  Bill. — Read  2*  (according  to  Order) :  Committee  negatived  :  Then 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  Order)  and  dis- 
pensed with.    Bill  read  3%  and  passed  724 

Ibpjrial  Fiscal  Policy. 

Earl  of  Portsmouth  724 

Lord  Harris  732 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen         737 

The  Seaetary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone)  738 

The  Earl  of  Bosebery         '.         742 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Sellx/me)  746 

Viscount  Gosehen 749 

The  Marques*  of  Ripon      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  751 

The  Lord  PrtsiderU  of  the  Council  {The  Duke  of  Devonshire)       755 

Lord  Tweedmoulh 758 

Board  of  A^caltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill  [h.l.]. — House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order). 

Clause  1:— 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  {The  Earl  of  Onslow)  ...        759 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert,  as  a  new  sub-section,  'The  Mer- 
chandise Marks  (Prosecutions)  Act,  1894  (which  relates  to  the  under- 
taking by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  prosecutions  under  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act,  1887,  in  certain  cases),  shall  apply  to  the  produce 
of  any  fishing  industry  as  it  applies  to  agricultural  or  horticultural 
produce.'"— (rA«  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  :— 

Lord  Heneage 760 

Amendment  moved — : 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  to  leave  out  from  '  three '  to  the  end  of  the  sub- 
section."— {Lmd  Heneage.) 

Amendment  agreed  to.  .  . 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee;  and  to  be  printed    as 
amended.    (No.  140.) 
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The  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

■    Lord  Harris           760 

The  Utider  Secretani  of  State  for  War  (The  Earl  of  J/ardwieke)            ...  761 

LordWetdock        '. 762 

Lord  MonkstoeU      763 

The  Earl  of  Hardicide      763 

Earl  OarringUm,      763 

Lord  Harris           763 

The  Earl  of  SeOome          764 

Staff  Service. 

Lord  Heneage         764 

The  Earl  of  Harduncke      765 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  MONDAY,  29th  JUNE,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  inquired  into 
CoHPUED  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  compucd  with,  viz. : — Bournemouth  Gas  and 
Water  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  lliat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  765 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  thereto 
Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bifls,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 765 

Sonthampton  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  consent  signified).— Bill  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        766 

Olater  and  Connaught  Light  Railways  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed.    [New  TiUe.] 766 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich)  Bill  [Lords];  Erith  Tramways 

and  Improvements  Bill;  Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time         766 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill;  Bournemouth  Coiporation  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords];  Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords];  Derby  Gas 
Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time  and  committed 766 
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M&nchester  Soathem  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Rochester  Corporation 
Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill  [Lords]. — Riead  a  second  time,  and 
committed         766 

Local  Oovenunent  ProTisional  Ordera  (No.  9)  BilL— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed        ..  766 

Horth  British  Railway  (General   Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords]. — Read  the  thira  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment  ...     766 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham,  etc.) 
Bill  [Lords];  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— As 
amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow  766 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [By  Order] 

— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow  . . .     766 

Cktf  Orders  Confirmation  (Na  2)  Bill  [I/)RD8].— Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed         767 

Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     767 

Message  from  the  Lord.s. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Finance  Bill ;  Grange- 
mouth Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Refuse 
Destruction  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Forth  Navigation  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Edinburgh  Corporation 
(Markets,  Slaughter  Houses,  etc.)  Order  Confirmation  ffiUj  Gorleston  and 
Sonthtown  Gas  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  ProWsional  Orders  (Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

New  Himstanton  Improvement  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Belfast  Water  Bill  [Lords] ;  Shepshed  Urban  District 
Gas  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendn^nt. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Gas  and  Water 
Works  Facilities  Act,  1870,  relating  to  Aldershot  Gas  and  Water,  Amer- 
sham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water,  St.  David's  Water  and  Gas,  St. 
Neot's  Water,  and  Wexford  Gas."  [Gas  arid  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  rendering  valid  certain  Letters 
Patent  granted  to  William  Phillips  Thompson  in  respect  of  inventions  com- 
municated to  him  from  abroad  by  Frederick  Ellsworth  Kip  (1)  for  improve- 
ments in  stop-motions  for  looms,  warping  machines,  and  the  like ;  and  (2) 
for  improvements  in  electrical  stop-motions  for  warps."  [Kip's  Patents  Bill 
(Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Birmingham 
Tramways  Company,  Limited,  to  construct  additional  tramways ;  and  for 
other  purposes.'     [Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill  (Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer  powers  on  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  And  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford  with  respect  to  tramways, 
waterworks,  and  gas  supply ;  to  enable  the  Corporation  and  Urban  District 
Council  of  Shipley  to  exchange  portions  of  their  respective  gas  undertak- 
ings ;  and  to  make  further  provisions  with  respect  to  rating  and  various 
matters  of  local  administration  and  management."  [Bi-adford  Corporation 
BiU  (Lords).] 767 
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Kip's  Patents  Bill  [LordsI  ;  Binningham  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  lor  Private  Bills 768- 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Coaflrmation  Bill  [LordsI— Read  the  first  time ; 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  260.]  768 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table,  and  to  be  pnnted 768 

PETITIONS. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Grangemouth,  for  alteration ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 768- 

Church  Discipline  Bill. — Petition  from  Seaton,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    768 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill.— Petition  from  Durham,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table .. .         768 

Employment  of  Children  Bill. — Petition  from  Cumnock,  against;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  768 

Land  Registers  (Scotland). — Petition  from  Perth,  against  alteration  of  Law ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 768 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill. — Petition  from  Mai  ton,  against;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        76*^ 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensation 
FOR  non-renewal)  Bill. — Petition  from  West  Cumberland,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 76» 

Licensing  Law  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal)   Bill. — Petition  from 

Malton,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  769' 

Merchandise  Marks  Bill. — Petition  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade,  in 

favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 769' 

Motor-Cars. — Petition  from  Renfrewshire,  for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table      76» 

Municipal  Corporations  (Audit)   Bill. — Petition  from  Abergavenny,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 769^ 

Public  Libraries. — Petition  from  Wood  Green,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 76» 

RETUMNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Urban  Districts  (Ireland). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered 
10th  March — Mr.  O'Shee] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  228.)  769 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund. — Account  presented,  of  the  Receipt  and  Expendi- 
ture under  the  Seamen's  Fund  Winding-up  Act  from  1st  January  to  Slst 
December,  1902  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  229.)  769 
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Tbade  Kepohts  (Annual  Series). —Copies  presented,  of  Dipbmatic  and 
Consular  Keports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3009  to  3015  [by  Command]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Tabl6        769 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies.— Accounts  presented,  showing  the 
Interest  accrued  in  respect  of  the  Securities  standing  in  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  to  the  credit  of 
the  Post  OfiSce  Savings  Banks  Fund  for  the  year  ended  Slst  December, 
1902,  and  of  the  Fund  for  the  Banks  for  Savings  and  the  Fund  for  Friendly 
Societies  for  the  year  ended  20th  November,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  230.)      770 

Superannuation  Act,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
22nd  June,  1903,  declaring  that  Paul  Powell,  Royal  Carriage  Department, 
War  Office,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table 770 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Fifty-seventh  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  with  Appendix  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and 
to  be  printed.    (No.  231.)      770 

If  aval  Expenditure  and  Mercantile  Marine  (Great  Britain,  etc.). — 
Return  ordered,  "  showing  aggregate  Naval  Expenditure  on  seagoing  force  ; 
aggregate  revenue ;  aggregate  tonnage  of  Mercantile  Marine ;  annua] 
entrances  of  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade  ;  annual  clearances  of  shipping 
in  the  coasting  trade ;  annual  value  of  imj)orts  by  sea,  including  bullion 
and  specie;  and  annual  value  of  exports  by  sea,  inculding  bullion  and 
specie,  of  various  countries,  exclusive  of  China  and  South  American 
Republics,  but  including  British  Self-governing  Colonies,  for  the  year  1902 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  373,  of  Session  1902)." — 
{Sir  John  Colomb.) 770 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

LABOURERS  IN  Ireland. — Question,   Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterford,  W.);  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 771 

Experiments    on   Dogs Question,    Colonel    Lockwood    (Essex,    Epping); 

Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas    ...         ., 771 

Prices  of  Sugar. — Question,  Colonel  Denny  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  772 

PaocEDURE  under  the  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Question,  Mr.  Bigwood 

(Middlesex,  Brentford) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law 773 

Supply  of  Poisonous  Gases — Suggested  Legislation. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan 

(Belfast,  S.) :  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  774 

Mmtiopolitan  Poor  Law  Schools — Ex*bnditure  on  Buildings.— Question, 

Sir  John  Gorst  (Cambridge  University);  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long        ...     774 

Glyckkinatkd  Cau  Lymph  for  Scotland.—  Questions,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and 

Cromarty) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Walter  Long  and  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray       ...     777 

Weekly  Returns  of  Infectious  Diseases. — Question,  Mr.  Soames  (Norfolk, 

S.);  Ansvrer,  Mr.  Walter  Long  779 
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Wandsworth  Infirmary — Dkath  of  Michabl  Sadi.er.— Question,  Mr.  John 

Ellis  (NottinghamsMre,  Rushcliffe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long     780 

New  Post  Office  at  Southampton— Danger  to  the  Public. — Question,  Mr. 
Tankerville  Chamberlayne  (Southampton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain         780 

Telephone  Licences  to  Municipalities. — Question,  Mr.    Stuart  Wortley 

(Sheffield,  Hallam) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain       780 

Promotion  in  the  Customs  Service. — Question,  Colonel  Sadler  (Middles- 
borough) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot  781 

Girgenti  Inebrutes  Reformatory. — Question,  Mr.  Weir;  Answer,  Mr.  A. 

Graham  Murray  ... „     781 

International  Fisheries  Investigation. — Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Mr. 

A.  Graham  Murray      782 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention — Proceedings  of  Permanent  Commission. — 

Question,  Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Cranbome 783 

Action  of  Southport  Bench.— Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  (Orkney  and 

Shetland) ;  Answer,  Sir  Robert  Finlay  783 

Wages  in  Dockyards. — Question,  Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  (Portsmouth) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster      783 

Irish  Land  Bill— Return  of  Advances  for  Purchase  of  Holdings. — 

Question,  Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham    784 

Irish   National    Education  —  Superintendents    of   Examinations.  — 

Question,  Mr.  Samuel  Young  (Cavan,  E.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        ...     784 

Irish  Resident  Magistrates —Action  of  Mr.  C.  P.Crane. — Question,  Mr. 

Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         784 

Terminable   Leases    in    Towns — Compensation   for    Improvements. — 

Question,  Mr.  Ffrench  (Wexford,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham     785 

Erection  of  Pier  at  Ballyconneli^  County  Sligo. — Question,  Mr.  William 

M'Killop(Sligo,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       785 

Roughly  Congested  District  (Sligo). — Question,  Mr.  William   M'Killop; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ... ...     786 

Ragging    in    the    Army. — Question,   Mr.   H.   C.   Richards  (Finsbury,   K); 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 786 

Evasion  of  Fair  Wage  Clause  by  Army  Clothing  Contractor. — Question, 

Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 787 

Field  Allowance  to  Officers  in  South  Africa. — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan 

(Perthshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick       787 

Population  of   Rhodesia. — Question,    Mr.    John   Ellis;    Answer,   Mr.   J. 

Chamberlain      782 

Colonial  Tariffs. — Question,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain      788 
QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Cape  Ragging  Coubt-Martul.— Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU  (Donegal, 
S.);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford)         ... ~    78» 
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Army  Post — Missing  Registered  Letter. — Questions,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.), 
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Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  4 : — 

Mr.  Tully  {Leitrim,  S.)      816 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  28,  after  the  A'ord  '  purchase '  to  insert  the  words 
'  by  any  County  or  District  Council,  or.' " — (.V?*.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Chief  Secrefari/  for  Ireland  { Mr.  Wywiham,  Doirr)  818 

Mr.  Ckney  {Dtihlin  Comdv,  N.) 819 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {ImUK'N.)        819. 

Mr.  Wyndham       820 

Mr.  AtherUy-Jones  {Durham,  N.  IV.)       821 

Mr.Tidly 822 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  aShee  {Waterf»rd,  W.)         822 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  allotments  of  land  for  labourers  as  defined  by 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  as  amended  by  this  Act, 
at:"—{Mr.ffShee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  {Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)        . . .  827 
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Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)      830 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  {Antrim,  S.) 830 

ilfr.  Wyndham       830 

Mr.  Thomas  CDonnell  {Kerry,  fr.)  831 

Mr.  Delany  {Queen's  County,  Ossory)        831 

S        Mr.  Power  {Wateiford,  E.)  831 

Mr.  Jf'illiam  Redmond     832 
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Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 833 

Mr.ffShee 833 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Colmb  (Great  Yarmouth)  833 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  of '  to  insert  the  words 
'game,  fish.  '--(5'tV  John  Cclcmb.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham 834 

Sir  R^)ert  Fitzgerald  (Cambridge)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     834 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Mr.  Mansfield  (Liticolnshire,  Spalding)    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     835 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  'the  word  '  makes,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  tenants  of  an  estate  make.'  " — (Mr. 
Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 835 

Mr.  Atkinson         836 

Mr.  fully 836 

Mr.  John  Redmond  837 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Tully 837 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  38,  after  the  third  word  'the'  to  insert  the 
word  'compulsory.'" — (Mr.  Tvily.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'compulsory'  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 837 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Dillon 838 

Amendment  proposed^ 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  inquiry  '  to  insert  the  words 
'  as  to  the  prices  which  tenants  are  prepared  to  pay  for  their  holdings, 
and  such  other  matters  as  they  deem  necessary.  " — (Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  l)e  there  inserted." 

Mr.  fVyrtdham 838 

Mr.  Dillon 839 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Butrher  (York)  839 

Mr.  fVyndham       841 
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"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  estate '  to  end 
of  sub-eection,  and  insert  the  words  '  and  in  estimating  the  price  shall 
have  regard  to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act  in  respect  of 
advances.'" — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  th(>  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  ctause." 

Mr.  mim 841 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  from  the  word '  foregoing '  to  the  end  and 
to  insert  the  words  '  price  which  the  tenants  on  the  estates  are  willing 
to  give  for  their  holdings.'  "—{Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Amendment." 

Mr.Wimdham       843 

Mr.T.M.Healy 843 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rusiidl 844 

Mr.  John,  Redmond  844 

Mr.  Wyndham       848 

Mr.  T.  P.  ffCmnor  {Liverpool,  Scotlan.1)  84.5 

Mr.  Wyndham 846 

Amendment  to  the  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  thereof '  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  in  addition  to.' " — {Sir  John  Cohtnb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       847 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  V Brim  {Cork)  847 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  18,  at  the  end  to  insert  the  words  '(4)  Where 
the  Estates  Commissioners  purchase  an  estate  under  the  {R-ovisions 
of  this  Act,  or  where  the  landlord  is  selling  his  estate  to  the  tenants  or 
former  tenants  thereof  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  there  are 
upon  such  estate  tenants  in  occupation  of  holdings  from  which  other 
tenants  were  evicted  within  twenty-five  years  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Estates  Commissioners  to 
arrange  for  the  surrender  to  them  or  to  the  landlord,  as  the  case  may 
be,  of  such  holdings  by  the  tenants  in  occupation  thereof,  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  including  the  transfer  of  such  tenants 
to  other  holdings  or  the  payment  of  such  sums  of  money  as  compensa- 
tion for  such  surrenders  as  they  may  think  fit,  not  exceeding  in  any 
one  case  iwice  the  amount  of  the  annual  rent  payable  by  each  such 
tenant.  And,  upon  such  surrender  as  aforesaid  being  made,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Estates  Commissioners  to  i-einstate  in  their 
holdings  the  former  tenants  thereof,  and  thereupon  such  former 
tenants  so  reinstated  shall  have  the  same  rights  under  the  ]..and 
Purchase  Acts  as  they  would  have  had  if  they  had  never  been  evicted 
from  such  holdings.' " — {Mr.  Williain  O'Brien.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Pitge 


Colonel  Saunderson  (Armagh,  N.) .. .                    

..     851 

Mr.  John  Redmond           ...         

..     S52 

Sir  John  Colomb 

..     854 

Mr.  Wyndham       

..     8.56 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy              

..     860 

Mr.  T.  fr.  Biissell             

..     861 

Mr.  Dillon             

..     862 

Mr.  John  Redmond           

..     865 

Mr.  Herbert  Robetison  (Hackney,  S.)         

..     86ft 

Mr.  William  Redmond      

..     867 

Mr.  Flynn  (Cork  Co.,  N.) 

..     868 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Keport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING   SITTING. 
Irish  Land  BiU. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  5 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  18,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  (4) '  Where 
the  Estates  Commissioners  purchase  an  estate  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  or  where  the  landlord  is  selling  his  estate  to  the  tenants  or 
former  tenants  thereof  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  there  are 
upon  such  estate  tenants  in  occupation  of  holdings  from  which  other 
tenants  were  evicted  within  twenty -five  years  before  the  passing  of  this 
■  ••  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Estate  Commissioners  to  arrange  for 
the  surrender  to  them  or  to  the  landlord,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  such 
holdings  by  the  tenants  in  occupation  thereof,  on  such  terms  as  may 
be  agreed  upon,  including  the  transfer  of  such  tenants  to  other  hold- 
ings or  the  payment  of  such  sums  of  money  as  compensation  for  such 
surrenders  as  they  may  think  fit,  not  exceeding  in  any  one  case  twice 
the  amount  of  annual  rent  payable  by  each  such  tenant.  And,  upon 
such  surrender  as  aforesaid  oeing  made,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Estates  Commissioners  to  reinstate  in  their  holdings  the  former  tenants 
thereof,  and  thereupon  such  former  tenants  so  reinstated  shall  have 
the  same  rights  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  as  they  would  have  had 
if  they  had  never  been  evicted  from  such  holdings.' " — (Mr.  William 
O'Brien.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Flynn ...  

Mr.  William  0' brim         ...  ...  ...         

Mr.  Wyndham       ...  ...  

Mr.  William  O'Brien        ...  ...  

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Dillon 
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Amendment  praposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (4)." — (Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       871 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tully 872 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  snail,  where  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
dispense  with  the  conditions  as  to  voluntary  sale,  and  direct  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Land  Clauses  Act  as  shall  apply  to  the  purchase  of  an 
estate  by  the  Land  Commission  and  the  resale  to  the  tenants  where  it 
can  be  effected  without  prospect  of  loss.' " — (Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndhain       873 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.DUUm 873 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'caic'  to  end  of 
line  30."— <.lfn  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tully 873 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  an  estate,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  'any  estate  in  the  province  of  Connau<^lit,  and 
counties  of  Donegal,  Clare,  Kerry,  and  Cork.' " — {Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham      874 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Murphy  874 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  or  part  of  an 
esta'te  situated  in  a  congested  districts  county.' " 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  Dillon 

Mr.  Thomas  CDonnell 
Mr.  Wifndham 
Mr.  Murphy 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.DUUm 877 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the  second  word  '  estate ' 
to  the  second  word  'of  in  line  35,  and  to  insert  the  words  '  whether 
situated  in  a  congested  districts  county  or  not,  a  substantial  part.' " — 
{Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  put  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mj:  William  O'Brien 
Mr.  IFyndhara 

Mr.  Dillon 

Mr.  IFyndham 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

Colonel  Nolan  {Galway,  N.) 
Mr.  iFilliam  Redmond 
Mr.  Wyndliam 

Mr.  Tully 

Mr.  AMnsim         

Mr.  T.  P.  O'ConnM- 

Mr.  Dillon  

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  half,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  one-fourth.' " — (Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  half '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  IVyrtdham 

Mr.  T.M.Healy 

Mr.  Tully 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wyndham 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  ten  acres  in  area 
and.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  of 
mountain  or  bog  land.' " — (Sir  John  Colomh.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       885 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Sheehan  (Cork  County,  Mid)  886 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  or  an  estate  in  any 
rural  district  in  which  it  shall  be  certified  by  a  chairman  of  a  Bural 


884 
885 
885 


885 
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District  Council  that  labourers,  as  defined  in  the  Labourei's  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1883  to  1896,  as  amended  by  this  Act,  are  without  suitable 
homes  and  allotments.' " — {Mr.  Sheekan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

J/r.  iryndluxm        886 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (7)  Where  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  in  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by 
this  Act,  sell  to  a  labourer  a  holding  or  a  ptarcel  of  land  situated  in  a 
rural  district  which  comprises  a  congested  estate  as  defined  by  this 
section,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  treat  said  labourer  in  all  respects 
as  if  he  had  been  residing  in  a  congested  districts  county,  and  they 
shall  have  all  the  powers  to  improve  the  said  holding  and  assist  said 
labourers  that  are  possessed  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
aiding  migrants  in  a  congested  districts  county  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts  as  amended  by  this 
Act.' " — {Captain  Dcmdan.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Mr.  Butcher  887 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  2,  after  the  figures  18r)8,  to  insert  the  words  'and 
to  which  the  provisions  of  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  apply.'" — 
{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.T.M.Healy *      88B 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DiUm  888 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  3,  leave  out  the  word  '  may,'  and  insert  the  word 
'ahaW.'"— {Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  may '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  fr.  Riuwll 889 

Mr.  Atkinson         889 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Dillon 889 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  5,  line  12,  after  the  word  'loss,'  to  insert  the  words 
'and  after  giving  all  parties  interested  an  opportunity  of  being  heard, 
fix  the  price  at  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  estate  or  part  thereof  should 
be  sold  to  the  tenant  in  occupation  thereof  discharged  of  all  superior  or 
intervening  interests,  and  shall  accordingly.' " — (3/r.  Dillon.) 

tjuestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson        892 

Mr.T.M.Uealy 892 

Mr.  fVyndham       893 

Mr.  Dillon ...  893 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  6  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  38,  to  leave  out  all  words  from  '  pastoral '  to 
end  of  clause." — (M):  IFyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

Committee  roport  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Post  Office  Sites  (Recommitted)  BilL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  6 : — 

Mr.  Caldwell  {Lanarkshire,  Mid) ...  ..     896 

The  Postmaster-Gfneral  {Mr.  Auden  Oluimberlain,  IForcestershire,  K.)      . .     896 

BiH  reported  without  Ametidment. 


Supply  [25th  June]. 
Resolution  reported. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4. — Class  II. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £96,499,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defrav  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904, 
for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  and  Subordinate  Offices." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  eight  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOU.se  of  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  JUNE  30th,  1903. 

Commission.— The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent : — 

1.  Finance. 

2.  Naval  Forces. 

3.  Berwickshire  County  Town. 

4.  Coal  Mines  (Certificates). 

5.  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order. 

6.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1). 

7.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2). 

8.  Ellectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3). 

9.  Electric  Lighting  Pronsional  Orders  (No.  4). 

10.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6). 

11.  Lanarkshire  and  Ayrshire  Railway  Order  Confirmation. 

12.  Dundee  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum  Orders  Confirmation. 

13.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1). 

14.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2). 

1 5.  Local  Grovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  ^No.  4). 

16.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Oi-ders  (No.  6). 

17.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Oi-ders  (No.  8). 

18.  Ijocal   Government    Provisional    Order  (Housing     of    the   Working 

Classes. 

19.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1). 

20.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2). 

21.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3). 

22.  Local  Government  Proxisional  Orders  (No.  4). 

23.  Local  (Jovernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6). 

24.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7). 
2^.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No  11). 

26.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  ((Jas). 

27.  St.  Luke's  Church  and  Parish  Quoad  Sacra  Edinburgh    Order  Con- 

firmation. 

28.  Naval  Works  Provisional  Order. 

29.  Pier  and  Harbour  Order  (No.  1). 

30.  Grangemouth  Water  Order  ConfirmatioiL 

31.  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Refuse  Destruction  Order  Confirmation. 

32.  Forth  Navi^tion  Order  Confirmation. 

33.  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Confirmation. 

34.  Edinburgh  Corporation  (Markets,  Slaughtei-houses,  etc.)    Order  Con- 

firmation. 

35.  North  British  Railway  (General  Powers)  Order  Confirmation. 

36.  Western  Trust. 

37.  Great  Western  Railway  (Pension  Fund). 

38.  Dublin  Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area). 

39.  Queensland  Investment  and  Land  Moitgage. 

40.  Great  Northern  and  City  Railway. 

41.  Maidstone  Gas. 

42.  Stoke  Nevrington  Borough  Council. 

43.  North  Middlesex  Gas. 

44.  Plymouth  and  Stonehouse  Gas. 

45.  Faversham  Gas. 

46.  North's  Navigation  Colleries. 

47.  Life  Association  of  Scotland. 

48.  Pelican  and  British  Empire  Life  Offi';e. 

49.  Lima  Railways. 

50.  Exeter  Railway. 

51.  All  Saints,  Poplar  ^Rate  Abolition) 

52.  London  Hydraulic  Power. 
LZ.  Sutton  District  Water. 
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54.  Bridgwater  Gas. 

55.  East  Ardsley  Gas. 

56.  Burgess  Hill  and  St.  John's  Common  Gas. 

57.  Scarborough  Gas. 

58.  Sittingboume  District  Gas. 

59.  South  Wales  Mineral  Railway. 

60.  Cleveland  and  Durham  County  Electric  Power. 

(51.  Indiarubber,  Guttapercha,  and  Telegraoh  Works  Company. 

62.  Milford  Docks 

63.  Market  Drayton  Gas. 

64.  Wellington  (Salop)  Gas. 

65.  Knot  &id  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

66.  Winchester  Water  and  Gas. 

67.  Midland  Railway. 

68.  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal. 

69.  Harrow  and  Stanmore  Gas. 

70.  Wirral  Railway. 

71.  Rickmansworth  Gas. 

72.  Harrogate  Water. 

73.  Gorleston  and  Southtown  Gas. 

74.  Belfast  Water. 

75.  Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas. 

76.  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company. 

77.  Commercial  Gas. 

78.  Great  Eastern  Railway      897 

PFJVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Aagustns  Railway  Oompanies 
Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Kinnaird 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Kilmaine  ;  read,  and  agreed  to 899* 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been 
complied  with  :  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways. 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills :  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8) ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17). 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  :  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2) ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4);  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         899 

Standing  Orders  Committee. 

Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect 
of  the  Petition  for  a  Bill  b\-  the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Company  ouglit  to  )>e  dispensed  with,  and  leave  given  to  introduce 
the  Bill. 

That  the  Standiijg  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Petition 
for  a  Bill  by  the  Alexandra  Park  Trustees  ought  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Read,  and  agreed  to ...         90(^ 
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Horth  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  Fh-l.].— Presented 
(j[>ursuant  to  leave  given  this  day^ ;  read  1»,  ana  referred  to  the 
Examiners        900 

Hyde  Oorooration  Bill ;  Cheshire  Lines  Ck>mmittee  Bill ;  Scottish  Ontario 
and  Manitoba  Land  Committee  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Shropshire,  Worcestershire, 
and  East  Denbighshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with 
Amendments     ^ 900 

Lanarkshire  and  Dombartonshire  Railway  Bill. — Reported,    without 

Amendment      900 

Watford  and  Edgware  Railway  BUI. — Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  Bill,  no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  16th  instant  and 
Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed  90O 

Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill.— A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the 

Select  Committee         901 

Crystal  Palace  District  Qas  Bill  — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

Committee        ...  901 

Western  Valleys  (Monmouthsliire)  Sewerage  Board  Bill  ;  South 
Shields  Corporation  Bill. — Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed.  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  S«lection       901 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Grosport,  Fareham,  and  Cosham  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l.],  now  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Manchester 
Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].  Read  3% 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  901 

Ulster  and  Oonnanght  Light  Railways  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Com- 
mons ;  read  1*,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners         ...         ...         ...         ...     901 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham,  &c.) 

Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment    901 

Southampton   Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  Amendments ;  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to . . .     901 

Local  Gtovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes)  Bill. — Returnea  from  ohe  Commons,  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to 901 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.1.— A 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  relating  to  Irvine  and  District  Water 
Board  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legisla- 
tion Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  Sections  8  and  9) ;  read  1";  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  148.)     ...         901 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill— Moved,  That  the 
order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
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second  time  after  Thursday  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next  ...     902 

Local  (lovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  BilL— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  Beport  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next        ...     902 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  on  Thursday  next 902 

Local  Qovernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill.— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order);  Amendments  made;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next        ...     902 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (Poor   Law)  BilL — House  in 

Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  rffl)orted  without  Amendment ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  oe  read  3"  on  Thursday  next        902 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- Western  Railways 
(Steam  Vessels)  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  Lord  Stanmore  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies  (E. 
CaWwmy) ;  read,  and  agreed  to  902 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.1;  Education  Board 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [H.I-] ;  Brighton  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.].  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Kilmaine  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton ;  read,  and 
agreed  to  902 

Leigh  Corporation  Bill;  Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads  Bill; 
Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  (Aunties  Railways  Bill;  Mullingar, 
Kdls,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Bi^l ;  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway 
Bill ;  London  (x)unty  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill.  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of  Craven  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Lord  Kilmaine ;  read,  and  agreed  to     903 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Oonflrmation  (London)  Bill.— 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Kenyon  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in 
the  place  of  the  Viscount  Hutchinson  {E.  Dowmghmore) ;  read,  and  agreed 
to  903 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill,  (No.  151);  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill,  (No.  152). 
Brought  from  the  Commons.  Read  1»;  to  be  printed;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     903 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Transvaal  (Orangk  River  Colony). — Papers  relating  to  the  Intercolonial 

Council  South  Africa  Older  in  Council,  1903  903 

Colonies  (Annual).— No.  338.    Wei-Hai-Wei  (Report  for  1902), 

Presented  (by  (Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table ...         903 
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CiRTiFiED  Inebriate  Rbformatories  (Regulations  for  Management). — 
Amended  regulations,  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  for  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  Church 
Army  Newdigate  Farm  Home,  Surrey  90$ 

Post  Office  (Money  Oeders,  Inland).— Stiitutory  Rules  and  Orders,  1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       904- 

Standing  Committee. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  for  the 
Standing  Committee  that  they  have  added  the  Viscount  Hutchinson  (E. 
Donoughmore)  to  the  Standing  Committee ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  thd 
Table     904 

Oonnty  Gonncils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill. — Education  (Borrowing)  Bill. — 
Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next 904 

Bishoprics  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham  BUI  [h.l.].— Reported  from 

the  Standing  Committee  with  a  further  Amendment :  the  Report  of  the 
Amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  received  on  Thursday  ne.Tt 904 

Board  of  Agriculture  and   Fisheries  Bill  [h.i„].— Reported  from  the 

Standing  Committee  without  further  Amendment :  the  Report  of  the 
Amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  on 
Friday  next       904 

Borough  Funds  Bill. — ^Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without 
further  Amendment :  tho  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next        904 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  P ; 

and  to  be  printed.     (No.  150.)  904 

Local  Ooyemment  (Transfer  of  Powers)  BilL— Order  of  the  day  for  thp 
House  going  into  Committee  read. 

Lord  Kenyon  *...     90& 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  '2  omitted. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  149.) 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill.— [Second  Reading]— Order  of  the  day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 905 

Read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :   TUESDAY,   30th  JUNE,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

Commission. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  being  returned — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills  [See  page  897]    906 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Buls,  that  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Beading  thereof, 
the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  and  which  are  applicable 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz.,  Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lonls]. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  906 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
NOT  Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.^ — 

North  Western  Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  that 

the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders...     906 

Ipswich  Oas  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     906 

King's  Oollege,  London,  Bill  [Lords].     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

without  Amendment 906 

Scuntkorpe  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [Lords].    Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  Amendments       ...  907 

Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill  [Lords].    Read  a  second  time, 

and  committed 907 

Hove,  Wortiiing,  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).   Read  a 

second  time,  and  committed 907 

Local  Qovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Glasses)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendment  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...     907 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham,  &c.)  Bill 

[Lords].    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment 907 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  BUI:  Local  Government 

(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed    9o7 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords],    Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed         907 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].    Reported,  with  Amendments ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed        907 
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Standing  Orders. — Besolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  : 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  Th;tt  the  parties  be  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  Clauses  62  and  63  be  struck  out 
of  the  Bill :  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order 
has  been  complied  with." 

.3.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Salfonl  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

4.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 
[Lords],  Petition  for  dispensing  with  Standing  Order  129  in  the  case  of 
the  Petition  of  Israel  Zangwill  against  the  Bill,  the  said  Standing  Order 
ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with." 

First  three  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 907 

Salibrd  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time 908 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways  Bill  [Lohoh]  ;  Report  [this  day] 

from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  lead. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time yOH 

Mbssaoe  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  vest  the  estate  of 
Lochnell,  in  the  County  of  Argyll,  in  trustees  for  certain  purposes,  with 
power  of  sale  and  other  powers.      [Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords].] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Portsmouth  Street 
Tramways  Company  to  construct  new  tramways  in  the  urban  districts  of 
Gosport  and  Alverstoke  and  of  Fareham,  in  the  county  of  Southampton ; 
to  work  such  new  tramways ;  and  to  adapt  the  existing  tramways  of  that 
Company  in  the  urban  district  of  Gospoit  and  Alverstoke  for  working  by 
electrical  or  other  mechanical  power ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Gosport, 
Fareham  and  Cosham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  now  "  Gosport  and  Fareham 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords]."] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer  fiirther  powers  upon  the 
Lonl  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Manchester  with  reference 
to  tramways  and  streets  and  otherwise  for  the  better  local  government  and 
improvement  erf  the  city ;  to  extend  the  city  :  and  to  make  further  provision 
with  reference  to  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  corporation  ;  and  for  other 
purposes."    [Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Loiils].] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  ivpcd  Section  17  of  the  AVest 
Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1900,  and  .Section  4  of  the  West  Bromwich 
Improvement  Amendment  Act,  180-5,  and  to  enact  other  provisions  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  for  other  purposes."     West  Bromwich  Coqjoration  Bill  [Lords]. 
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Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lf)Ri>s] ;  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  West  Bromwich  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 908 

PETITIONS. 

Church  Discipune  Bill. — Petition  from  Eastry,  against;   to  lie  upon  the 

Table      : 909 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Bill. — Petition  from  Outfield  Colliery,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        909 

Licences. — Petition  from  Aikton,  for  alteration  of  law ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table    309 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill. — Petitions  against :  from  the  Scottish 

Temperance  Legislation  Board  ;  and  Helsby ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...     909 

liiCENSiNG  L.\w  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal)  Bill.— Petitions  against : 
from  the  Scottish  Temperance  Legislation  Board  ;  and  Helsby  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  909 

LiCEN8iN(i  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Cowdenbeath, 

for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 909 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill. — Petitions  against :  from 

Edinburgh  ;  Aikton ;  and  Wigton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 909 

Public  Libraries. — Petition  from  Rochdale,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  910 

Trade  Disputes  Bill.— Petition  from  Outfield  Colliery, in  favour;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  ...     910 

RETURl^S,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations). — Copy  presented  of  Amended 
Regulations  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  for  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  Church  Army 
Newdigate  Farm  Home,  Surrey  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  .     910 

Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues. — Copy  presented,  of  Eighty-first 
Report  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  30th  June,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  232.] 910 

PUBUC  Works  Loan  Board. — Copy  presented,  of  Twenty-eighth  Annual 
Report  (for  1902-3),  with  Appendices  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
tobe  printed.     [No.  233.]       910 

Isle  of  Man. — Account  presented,  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903.  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  thereon  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  234.]         910 

Post  Office  (Money  Orders).— Copy  presented,  of  the  Postal  Order  (Inland) 

Regulations,  1903,  dated  30th  June,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table    910 

South  Africa. — Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to  the  Inter-Colonial 
Council,  South  Africa,  Order  in  Council,  1903  [l)v  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  " 910 
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Colonial  Reports  (Annual). — Copy  presented,  of  Ck>lonial  Keport  No.  388 
(Wei-hai-Wei,  Annual  Report  for  1902)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      ...         ...         ...         ... 

Condition  of  Trade  and  People. — Return  ordered,  "for  the  United 
Kingdom  for  each  of  the  yoaiB  1801,  1811,  1821,  1831, 1841,  1851,  1861, 
1871,  1881,  1891,  1901,  and  1902,  in  the  following  form  :— 
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— {Mr.Gibson  Bowles.)      

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  TEE  VOTES. 

Transvaal    Loan.— Question,    Mr.   Labouchere    (Northampton);      Answer, 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain      

Sanitary  Arrangements  for  Workers  in  Herring  Trade  at  Yarmouth.— 
Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas   ... 

Appucation  for  Voluntary  Rates  at  Liverpooi — Question,  Mr  Theodore 

Taylor  (Ijancashire,  Radcliffe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long  
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Maintenance  of  Roads  to  Shankhill  Cabip. — Question,  Mr.  James  O'Connor 

(Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot 914 

London   County  Council   By-Law    Relating    to   Vehicles. — Question, 

Mr.  Causton  (Southwark,  W.)  j  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  915 

Increase  in  Vivisection. — Question,  Sir  John  Rolleston  (Leicester) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas       , 916 

King's  Birthday — Holiday  for  Instrument  Room  Staff  of  Central 
Telegraph  Office. -Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      916 

Amalgamation  of  Unions,  Ireland. — Question,  The  Marquess  of  Hamilton 

(Londonderry) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       917 

Honorary  Rank  for  Long  Service  Volunteer  Quartermasters.— Question, 

CoJ.  Sadler  (Middlesborough) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick        917 

Land   Judge's    Court  (Estates)  Return. — Question,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's 

County,  Ossory) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 918 

Clothing    and  Food  sent  to  Sotrra  Africa  During  1901-2. — Question, 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  919 

Tinned  Meats  Destroyed  at  Pretoria. — Question,  Mr.  Keir  Hardie  (Merthyr 

Tydvil) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick        ...         919 

CoiAL  Exported  for  Use  of  Royal  Navy.— Question,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 919 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Arjty  Recruiting. — Question,  Mr.  Guest  (Plymouth) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  919 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Regulations  for  Manufacture  of  Explosives. — 

Question,  Mr.  Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chesterfield);  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  ...     920 

Permits  to  Return  to  Pretoria — Dr.  Beceman. — Question,  Mr.  Swift 
MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)        920 

SotJTH  African  Schools— Dutch  Language  Question. — Question,  Mr.  Swift 

MacNeill ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain       921 

Council  of   Malta. — Question,  Mr.  Bowland  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain      921 

Straits  Settlements    Imports— An   Explanation. — Question,  Mr.    Seely 

(Lincoln) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain        922 

Income  Tax  Abatement— Question,  Mr.  William  Jones  (Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon)  ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Elliot, 
Durham) 922 

Report  of  Committee  on  Import  Duties.— Question,  Mr.  Goddard  (Ipswich) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Elliot       923 
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WmiLESS  Telegraphy  for  Lightships.— Question,  Major  Seely  (Isle  of 
Wight) ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars)      ...     329 

Gabbett  Estate,  County  Limerick. — Question,  Mr.  Lundon  (Limerick,  E.) ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 924 

Turf  Cutting  and  the  Land  Biix.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 924 

Longford  Labourers'  Cottage  Schemes.— Question,  Mr.  J.    P.    Farrell; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  924 

Congestion  in  County  Kerry. — Questions,  Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Kerry, 

W.)  and  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  W^yndham  925 

Smxemtick  Dingle  Pier.— Question,   Mr.   Thomas  O'Donnell;   Answer,   Mr. 

Wyndham         925 

RrvER  Erne  Fisheries. — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell  (Fermanagh,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  926 

Castlebar  Prison  Governor.ship. — Questions,  Mr.  O'Kelly  (Mayo,  N.)  and 

Mr.  Wm.  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) ;  Answers,  Mr:  Wyndham 926 

Irish  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Accounts. — Questions,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin, 
St  Patrick) ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster-General  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  R)       927 

Evicted  Farms — Contemplated  Purchase  by  the  Admiralty.— Questions, 
Mr.  Gilhooly  (Cork  Co.,  W.) ;  Answers,  The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge)  928 

Business  of  the  House. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimerman  (Stirling 
Burghs),  Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.),  Mr.  T.  iM.  Healey  (Louth,  N.),  Mr. 
John  Redmond  (Waterfora),  and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ; 
Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  A.  Acland- 
Hood,  Somerset,  Wellington),  Mr.  Wyndham,  and  The  Prime  Minister  and 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  K)     929 

Aged  Pensioners  Bill. — Ordered,  that  the  Report  and  Minutes  of  Evidence 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Cottage  Home  Bill,  of  Session  1899,  and 
the  Report  and  Minutes  of  Evidence  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Aged 
Deserving  Poor,  in  the  same  session,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Aged  Pensioners  BilL — {Mr.  Grant  Lawson.)  930 

Selection  (Standing  Oonunittees). — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection :  That  they  had  added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law  and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Legal  Procedure,  the  following  fifteen 
Members  in  respect  of  the  Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill:— Sir  William 
Arrol,  Mr.  Asher,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Crombie,  Colonel 
Denny,  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  Mr.  James  M'Killop,  Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Nicol,  Mr.  Pirie,  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Mr.  Solicitor^eneral  for 
Scotland,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  and  Mr.  Wylie. 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 931 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
arinted.     [Bill  261.]     931 
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Jvstioes  of  the  Peace  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  261.]     931 
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Irish  Land  BiU. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  chair.] 

Clause  11  : — 

Mr.  William  O'Brien  (Cork)         931 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  20,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  (3)  The  powers 
conferred  upon  the  Land  Commission  by  Sub-section  1  of  this  Section 
shall  extena  to  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of  houses  and  out-offices  upon 
holdings  surrendered  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or 
the  Estate  Commissioners  may,  if  they  think  fit,  instead  of  exercising 
the  said  powers,  make  an  advance  to  any  such  former  tenant  when 
reinstated  in  his  holding  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  or  rebuilding 
upon  his  holding,  and  for  the  restocking  of  the  same,  of  such  sum  of 
money  as  they  may  deem  necessary.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Sub- 
section the  expression  '  former  tenant '  shall,  in  case  said  former  tenant 
shall  have  died,  include  his  heir  or  personal  representative,  or,  if  no 
representative  shall  have  been  raised  to  him,  such  person  as  may  be 
nominated  by  the  Estate  Commissioners  as  his  personal  representative. 
(4)  Such  sums  of  money  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  for  the 
purposes  of  Sub-section  3  of  this  Section 'shall  be  advanced  by  the  Land 
Commission  on  the  demand  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  out  of  the 
reserve  fund.  (.5)  In  case  any  landlord  shall  sell  directly,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  to  former  tenants  of  holdings 
upon  his  estate,  or  shall  reinstate  former  tenants  in  their  holdings  as 
tenants  thereof,  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Section  shall  apply  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  estate  were  vested  in  the  Land  Commission.' " — 
(Mr.  William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  BxUdier  (York)  934 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  ffi/ndlmm,  Dover)  934 

Mr.  William  O'Brien         936 

Sir  John  Colomb  {Great  Yarmouth)  936 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  land '  to  add  the  words  '  or  for 
the  use  or  enjoyment  thereof  or  generally  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act.'" 
— {Mr.  Wyiidham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  after  line  20,  to  add  the  words  '  Provided  also  that 
the  powers  mentioned  in  Section  1  of  the  said  Act  of  1901  shall  not  be 
exercised  by  the  Land  Commission  unless  the  Commission  certify  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  those  powers  are  necessary  for  the  benefit  or 
improvement  of  the  congested  estate.' " — {Mr.  Wyiidham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  12  :— 

Mr.  fFyndham      937 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  21,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1,  and  insert  the 
wotds  (1)  'Where  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  any  land  to  the  Ijand 
Commission  or  to  tenants  or  others  the  vendor  has,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Ground  Game  Act,  1 880,  the  exclusive  sporting  rights, 
those  rights  may  be  expressly  reserved  by  him.  (2)  Where  such 
sporting  rights  are  not  expres-sly  reserved  the  sporting  rights  shall 
vest  in  the  Land  Commisnon.  (3)  Where  any  sporting  rights  become 
vested  in  the  Land  Commission,  those  rights  may  be  disposed  of  by 
them  as  they  think  expedient,  having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  purchasers  of  the  land.  (4)  The  expression  'sporting  rights' 
includes  any  right  of  hunting,  shooting,  hshing,  and  taking  game  or 
fish  on  any  land.'" — (Mr.  ^fndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  1  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy  (Lcmih,  N.)       937 

Sir  John  Colomb  {Great  YarmmUh)  939 

Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)      940 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)       ...  943 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  N.)  945 

Mr.  Butcher  947 

Mr.  William  Rednumd  {Clare,  E.)  949 

Mr.  Wyndham       950 

Major  Jameeon  {Clare,  fF.)  951 

Col.  Sawndergon  {Armagh,  N.)     952 

Mr.  T.  fF.  Bfissell  {Tyrone,  S.)     952 

Mr.  Atkinson        953 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hecdy 954 

Mr.  J.  Nolan  {Louth,  S.) 956 

Mr.  Wood  {Doum,  E.)       956 

Mr.  Wyndham      956 

Mr.  John  Redmond  {Waterford) 957 

Sir  John  Colomb 958 

Mr.  Ctdlinan  {Tipperary,  S.)       958 

The  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Janus  CimpheU,  Dublin  University)  960 

Mr.  Billon 962 

Mr.  Kilbride  {Kildare,  8.) 963 

Mr.  Wyndham      964 

Mr.T.M.Healy 964 

Mr.  Wyndham,      966 

Mr.  Jdm  Redmond  ...  966 

The  Solidtor-General  {Sir  Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University) 967 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

" Inp^e  7,  line  21,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1,  and  insert  the 
words  '  Where  at  the  time  of  sale  of  any  land  to  the  Land  Commission 
or  to  tenants  or  others,  the  vendor  has,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Ground  Game  Act,  1880,  the  exclusive  sporting  rights,  those  rights 
may,  by  agreraaent  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  be  either 
conveyed  to  the  tenant  or  reserved  to  the  landlord." — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  The  expression  '  sporting  rights  '  includes  any  right  of  hunting, 
shooting,  fishing,  and  taking  game  or  fish  on  any  land." — {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Butcher  968 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  25,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2,  and  insert  the 
words  (1)  ' "  mining  rights  "  sheJl  mean  all  rights  of  mining,  and  taking 
minerals,  and  of  digging  and  searching  for  minerals,  and  of  opening 
quarries,  or  beds  of  stone,  limestone,  sand,  marl,  gravel,  or  clay,  and 
taking  materals  therefrom,  and  of  raising  timber  from  under  the 
ground,  and  all  rights  to  and  in  respect  of  mining  rents  and  royalties ; 
and  the  words  "  water  rights  "  shall  mean  all  rights  of  or  to  water 
power.  (2.)  On  a  sale  under  the  Lands  Purchase  Acts  of  an  estate, 
whether  to  the  Land  Commission  or  otherwise,  the  owner  of  the 
estate  or  any  other  person  or  corporation  entitled  to  any  mining 
rights  or  water  rights  shall,  in  the  absence  of  express  agreement  to 
the  contrary,  by  such  owner,  person,  or  corporation,  be  entitled  to 
and  shall  retain  and  exercise  or  dispose  of  as  be  or  they  shall  think  fit 
all  such  mining  rights  and  water  rights.  (3.)  On  any  such  sale  as 
aforesaid,  notwithstanding  that  any  mining  rights  and  water  rights 
are  retained  by  or  reserved  to  the  owner  of  the  estate,  such  sale 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  sale  of  an  estate  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  advances  shall  be  made  accordingly.  (4.) 
The  Land  Commission  may  purchase  from  the  owner  of  an  estate,  or 
from  any  person  or  corporation,  at  such  price  as  may  be  agreed  on, 
any  mining  rights  or  water  rights,  and  such  sale  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  a  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  advances 
shall  be  made  accordingly.  (5.)  Where  any  mining  rights  or  water 
rights  become  vested  in  the  Land  Commission  such  rights,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  them  in  manner  hereafter  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament." — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-aection  2  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  Flynn,  {Cork,  N.)        

Colonel  Saunderson 

Mr.  T.  ir.  Rutaell  

Mr.  Atkinson         

Mr.  Clanaj  {Dublin  Co.,  N.)         

Mr.  .Mm  ItedmonU 

Ml.  Butcher  

Mr.  Wyndham       

Mr.  Potoer  {Waterford  E.)  

Mr.  O'Dohirty  {Donegal,  N.)        

Mr.  Wyndham 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  36,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  or  (c)  to  any 
stone,  gravel,  sand,  or  clay.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
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Sir  Robert  Fitzgerald  {Camhtidge) 
Mr.  Atkinson        
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Mr.  Wyndham      976 

Mr.T.M.Healij 977 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  3,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (4)  Pro^'ided  always 
that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  aifect  any  lease  or  agreement  demising 
or  dealing  with  any  of  the  rights  mentioned  in  this  section.'  " — {Mr. 
Butclier.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  12,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clancy 977 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  Board,'  to  insert  the  words 
"  or  being  otherwise  sold  under  the  provision  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  as  amended  by  this  Act.'" — (Mr.  Clancy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson        978 

Mr.  Clancy 978 

Mr.  Wyndham       978 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed —  . 

"  In  page  8,  line  8,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Provided  that 
when  the  person  in  such  exclusive  occupation  shall  have  been  paying 
a  higher  proportionate  rent  than  that  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  inter- 
vening interest  to  the  owner  of  the  estate  such  higher  rent  shall  be 
assumed  to  be  the  rent  in  respect  of  which  an  advance  may  be  made  ui 
estimating  the  price  of  the  estate  under  the  provisions  of  Section  5.' " 
— {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  •'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.T.M.Uecdy 079 

Amendment  proposed  — 

In  page  8,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  foregoing  provisions 
of  this  Act,'  and  insert  the  words,  '  Land  Law  Acts  and  tms  Act. ' " — 
{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Atkinson         980 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Edivard  Mitchell  {Fermanagh,  N.) »80 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  8,  line  35,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (5)."— (Afr- 
Edward  Mikhell.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section  5  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rmtdl 981 

Mr.  Atkinson,  981 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  ]  3  agreed  to. 
Clause  ]  4  : — 

Mr.  WyncOuim       981 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  5,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (b)  to  any  sporting 
rights  reserved  by  the  vendor ;  (r)  to  any  maintenance  charge  under 
the  Public  Works  Act ;  and  '"— (ilfr.  Wyndham.) 

•Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 982 

Sir  John  Colomb 982 

Sir  Edward  Carson,  983 

Question  put,  and  agi-eed  to. 

Mr.  Sharpe  {Kensington,  Jf.)        983 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  9,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  notices,  to  insert  the  words 
'  on  all  incumbrancers  and  on  such  other  persons.' " — (Mr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  insetted." 

Mr.  Atkinson,  983 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  14,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  15. 

And,  it  being  half -past  seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Irish  Land  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTUER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 
Clause  15 : — 

Mr.  Butcher  984 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  person,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  not  being  a  mortgagee  and  not  being  a  tenant  for  life,  or  a  person 
having  the  powers  of  a  tenant  for  life  who  is  a  bankrupt,  or  whose 
estate  or  interest  in  the  land  has  been  assigned  or  parted  with.' " — 
{Mr,  Butcher.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       985 

Mr.  Butcher  985 

Mr.  Clancy  986 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Butcher  986 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  31,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to  insert  the  words  '  is 
registered  under  The  Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891, 
as  amended  by  this  Act,  as  owner  of  an  estate  sufficient  to  constitute 
him  a  person  having  power  to  sell  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
or.'"— (Jfr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       986 

Mr.HemphiU        987 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  has  been  by  himself 
or  his,'  and  insert  the  words  '  or  his  immediate  predecessor  in  title  has 
been  personally  or  by  an.' " — (Mr,  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  9,  lines  31  and  82,  to  leave  out  the  words  'claims  in 
respect  of  an  interest  which  is  sufficient  to  constitute  him,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  gives  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  is.' " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  a  receiver.  — 
{Mr.  U.  Bobertton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  9,  line  37,  after  the  word  'fit,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  subject  to  such  conditions  with  respect  to  advertisements  and  notices 
as  may  be  prescribed.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pt^e  9,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Provided  that 
an  owner  who  has  not  for  six  years  immediately  preceding  been  in 
receipt  of  any  portion  of  the  rents  or  profits  of  the  land  (other  than 
the  demesne,  and  whether  or  not  he  be  under  an  occupation  rent  for 
such  demesne)  shall  not  without  the  consent  of  his  incumbrancers  be  at 
liberty  to  sell  any  land  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts.  (2)  A 
mortgagee  in  possession  with  power  of  sale,  or  a  mortgagee  who  has 
been  by  himself  or  through  a  receiver  in  exclusive  receipt  of  the  rents 
or  profits  of  an  estate  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  six  years  imme- 
diately preceding,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
be  deemed  to  be  a  landlord.' " — {Mr.  Sharpe). 
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Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted," 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  15,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  16  : — 

Mr.  Butcher  98» 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  10,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (2)  The  value 
of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if  not  agreed  upon  between  the  vendor  and 
the  Land  Commission,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  and 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and  above 
the  purchase-money  of  the  lands.  Payment  of  the  value  of  such 
arrears  of  rent  shall  be  made  immediately  on  the  completion  of  the 
purchase  agreement  to  the  person  who  would  have  been  entitled  to 
receive  the  same.' " — (Mr.  Butcher.). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       989 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Butcher  991 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  lines  14  and  15,  to  leave  out  '  Land  Commission,'  and 
insert  '  Judicial  Commissioner.' " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       992 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  16  agreed  to. 
Clause  17 : — 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rmsell  992 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  holdings,'  to 
end  of  clause,  and  insert  the  words  '  The  Estates  Commissioners  may, 
if,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  think  it 
expedient,  order  that  the  remaining  tenants,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  accepted  the  offers  made  to  them,  and  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  shall  apply  accordingly.  Provided  that  the  Com- 
missioners before  making  such  order  shall  consider  any  objection 
thereto,  or  modification  therein,  made  or  suggested  by  such  tenants, 
and  may  alter  or  modify  the  terms  at  which  such  tenants,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  purchased  as  may  be  considered 
equitable.'  "—{Mr.  T.  W.  Kussell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       993 

Mr.mimi 995 

Mr.T.M.Healy 995 
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Mr.  Tully  (LeUrim,  S.)     ... 
Mr.  John  Redmond 

Col.  Saundersan     

Mr.  T.  M.  Hedly 

Mr.  Wyndham        

Mr.  Billon 

Mr.  T.  W.  BumM 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  propoeed  Amendment — 
"To omit  lines  7  to  10."— (Mr.  fFyndham.) 

Amendment  to  proposed  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  38,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  where  the 
tenant  could  have  obtained  an  advance  of  the  entire  purchase-money, 
and  the  Land  Commission  had  offered  in  the  prescribed  manner  to 
make  the  advance.'  "—{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  18  :— 

Mr.  Clanci/  1002 

Mr.  Atkinson         1002 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  vesting,'  and  insert 
the  word  '  sale.' " — (Mr.  Edward  Mitchell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  11,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  'may,'  and  insert 
the  word  'shall.'  "—{Mn.  Edward  Mitchell.) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  may '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  AtMnson        1002 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  11,  line  31,  after  the  word  'aforesaid,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  on  any  estate  purchased  by  the  Land  Commission  when 
the  only  bog  available  is  in  possession  of  the  landlord.  It  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  landlord  prior  to  sale  to  dispose  of  the  whole  or  as 
much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the  bog  to  the  Land  Commission  for  the 
use  of  the  tenants,  at  such  price  as  in  case  of  diarpute  may  be  considered 
fair  by  a  Land  Commission  inspector.' " — {Dr.  Thompson.) 


Mr.  T.  M.  Hecdy 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  {Longford,  If.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  11,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  cutting '  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  making/"— (Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1C04 

Mr.  Atkinson         1004 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  11,  line  34,  after  the  word  'turf'  to  insert  the  woi-ds 
'and  pasturage.'"— (JIfr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  20  :— 

Mr.  Hemphill         1004 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  3,  after  the  M'ord  'may'  to  insert  the  words 
'  with  the  consent  of  all  the  proprietors  and  tenants  affected  thereby. ' " 
— (M-.  HemphUl.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson        1005 

Mr.  Oordon  {Ixmdondvny,  S.)      1005 

Mr.  Atkinson        1006 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  may '  to  insert  the  words  'at 
the  request  of  the  parties  interested." — {Mr.  Atkinson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  3,  after  the  words  'think  fit'  to  insert  the 
words  '  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  purpose.' " — (Mr.  Bemphill.) 


Question  proposed, "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson 

Mr.  Hemphill        

Mr.  &Doherty       

Mr.  Wood 

Mr.  William  Moore  (Avirim,  N.)... 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  20,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  21. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  may  '  and  insert  the 
words  '  shall  on  the  application  of  any  person  interested.' " — (Mr, 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  13,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'unless  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  the  application  is  frivolous.' " — 
(Afr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dillon 100& 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  one  of.' " — {Mr. 
Dillm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  one  of '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  John  Redmond  1010 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1011 

Mr.  Wyndham       1012 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1014 

Mr.  Wyndham      1016 

Committee  report  progress  ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,  1st  JULY,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. — [Not  amended], 

considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  lOlT 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  BilL — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be 

read  the  third  time      lOlT 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [IjORDS]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed     ...  lOlT 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Report  [30th  June]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time lOlT 

Electric  Lightinsr  Provisional  Orders   (No.   5)   Bill.— Reported,  with 

Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  coniirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  to-morrow  1017 

KinffSton-npon-Holl  Corporation  Bill;  Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Nantwich  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  reported,  with 
Amendments,  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  10  be  printed     1017 

PETITIONS. 

LioKNCBS  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensation 
FOR  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petition  from  Mossley,  against ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  lOlT 
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Licensing  Law  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petition  from 

Glasgow,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1017 

Prevention  op  Corruption  Bill. — Petition  from  Walsden,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 1017 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

National  Gallery  (Ireiand). — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Director  of 
the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  Guardians 
for  the  year  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1018 

Post  Ofiice  Savings  Banks. — Accounts  presented,  of  all  Deposits  received 
and  paid  during  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1902,  and  of  the  Sums 
received  and  paid  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  the 
Fund  for  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  in  the  same  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  23-5.]       1018 

Treaty  Series  (No.  9,  1903). — Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands  regulating  the  Allowances  to 
Witnesses  in  Fishery  cases.  Signed  at  the  Hague,  26th  April,  1902. 
Ratifications  exchanged  at  the  Hague,  22nd  May,  1903  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  fable 1018 

Naval  Works  [Consolidated  Fund]. — Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  Construction  of  Works  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  of  authorising  the 
payment,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
for  those  purposes  (King's  Recommendation  signified),  upon  Friday. — 
(Mr.  Prfiyman.)  1018 

Boards  of  Guardians  (Persons  in  Receipt  of  Relief).— Return  ordered, 
"  showing,  in  respect  of  each  Union  and  Parish  under  a  separate  Board  of 
Guardians  in  England  and  Wales,  the  number  of  persons  of  each  sex  in 
receipt  from  Boards  of  Guardians  (a)  of  in-door  relief  or  (b)  of  out-door 
relief  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1903,  who  were  over  sixty  years  of 
age,  distinguishing  those  who  were  over  sixty  and  under  oixty-five,  sixty- 
five  and  under  seventy,  seventy  and  under  seventy-five,  seventy-five  and 
under  eighty,  and  eighty  years  of  age  and  upwards  ;  lunatics  in  asylums, 
licensed  houses,  and  registered  hospitals ;  vagrants  and  persons  who  were 
only  in  receipt  of  relief  constructively  by  reason  of  relief  being  given  to 
wives  or  children  not  being  included  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  36,  of  Session  1891) ;  and  showing  in  regard  to  (a)  the  number 
of  those  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  could 
not  satisfactorily  take  care  of  themselves  owing  to  mental  or  physical 
infirmity."— (i»fr.  Burt.)  1018 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED   WITH  TEE  VOTES. 

Licensing  Question. — Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour      1019 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Foreign  Countries  giving  Reduced  Tariff 
Charges. — Question,  Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Morley)  ; 
Answer,  Lord  Cranbome         1019 

Average  Prices  of  Food  in  Principal  European  Countries. — Question, 

Mr.  Alfred  Hutton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law         1020 
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Exports  of  Ships  Built  in  the  United  Kingdom. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law 1020 

Construction  of  Sija  Wall  at  Skigkrsta,  Isle  of  Lewis. —Question,  Mr. 

Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gniham  Murray  1020 

School  Grants.  —  Question,  Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham,  W.) ;  Answer,  Sir 
William  Anson 1021 

Tobacco  Returned  from  South  Africa. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;     - 
Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1021 

Value  of  Coal  Exports. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouso  (Bristol,  E.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 1022 

Lvdoor  Farm  Servants  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterford,  W.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1022 

Vote   for    Reformatory  and   Industrial  Schools.— Question,  Mr.  Bill 

(Staffordshire,  Leek) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1023 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Devonport  Garrison. — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Molton) ; 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Lord  Stanley,  Lanca- 
shire, Westhoughton) 1023 

Imperial  Yeomanry.  —  Question,  Mr.  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) ; 
Answer,  Lord  Stanley  ...  ...     , 1023 

RnooGNiTiON  OF  GALLANTRY — Case  OF  Dr.  Garland.— Question,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  (Louth,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)      1024 

LiFB  Assurance  Premiums  paid  to  Colonial  Companies. — Questions,  Mr. 
William  Redmond  (Clare,  K)  and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis); 
Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  ...  1025 

Chinbse  Customs. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of 
Dean) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Lord 
Cranborne,  Rochester) 1025 

AnERicAN  Cotton  Corner.  —  Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick); 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bonar 
Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars)      1026 

Ixsanitary  Cottages  at  Bebston,  Bedfordshire.— Question,  Mr.  Schwann 
(Manchester,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.) 1026 

Irish  Postal  Order  Business.— Question,  Mr.  Field;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master-General (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  E.)      1028 

Gravel  Lank,  Wapping,  Post  Office.— Question,  Sir  Thomas  Dewar  (Tower 

Hamlets,  St.  George's) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1028 

Women  Clerkships  in  the  General  Post  Office— Examinations.— Question, 

Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1029 
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Destttutk  Female  Children  in  Longford.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell 

i Longford,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Attomey-Greneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson, 
:.ondonderry,  N.)         1030 

Crihs  in  Countt  Clare. — Question,  Mr.  William  Bedmond;  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham         1030 

Gordon  Bennett  Motor-Car  Race. — Questions,  Mr.  Leamy  (Ej'ldare,  N.); 

Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson  1031 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland. — Questions,  Mr.  William  Redmond  and  Mr. 

Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson  1032 

Marine  Works  (IreiJlNd)  Act.— Question,  Mr.  O'Kelly  (Mayo,  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson 1033 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. — Questions,  Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Mansfield ;  Answers, 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  R) 1033 

Private  Members  Bilu— Question,  Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  K); 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour      1034 

Pablic  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendments,  from  the 
Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  236.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed.    [No.  236.] 

Bill  re  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow      ...  1035 

Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  etc. — Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  that  they  have  power  to  consolidate  the 
Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Licensing  Acts  Con- 
solidation (Scotland)  Bill  into  one  Bill. — {The  Lord  Advocate.)       1035 

Irish  Land  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 
Clause  21  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words ' one  of .'"—(3/r. 
DilUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  one  of '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  1036- 

Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)       1038 

Mr.  T.  ff.  Russell  {Tyrme,  S.)     1038 

Mr.  Wyndham       1039 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {Louth, N.)        1040- 

Mr.  John  Rednwnd {Waterford) 1042 

Mr.  Dillon. 1043- 
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Mr.  JFyndham       1044 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1046 

Mr.  HempMU  {Tyrone,  N.)  1047 

Mr.T.W.RuMeU 1049 

Mr.DUhn 1049 

Mr.  Swift  MaeNeiU  {Donegal,  S.) 1061 

Mr.  Wyndham      1053 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ...  1054 

Mr.  Cfibton  BoitUt  {Lyrm  Regifi) 1054 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 1055 

Mr.  J(^  Redmond  1056 

Mr.  Wyndham       1056 

Mr.  Blake  {Longford,  S.) 1056 

Mr.  T.M.  Healy 1057 

Mr.  Dillon 1058 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Any  member  of 
the  Land  Commission  who  has  been  nominated  or  appointed  as  an 
Estates  Commissioner  shall  not  be  entitled  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  as  the  member  of  the  Land  Commission  to 
represent  forestry  and  agriculture.' " — {Mr.  T.  JF.  Riissell.) 

Mr.  Wyndham       1058 

Mr.  T.  fr.  Russell 1058 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Buieher  {York). 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  'shall  be 
imder  the  control  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.' " — {Mr.  JMcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham  10.59 

Mr.  T.M.  Healy 10.59 

Sir  John  Colomb 1060 

Mr.  Butcher  1060 

Mr.  Blake 1060 

Mr.  JFytidham  ...         1061 

Mr.  T.M.  Healy 1061 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  32,  after  the  word  •  the '  to  insert  the  word 
'  general.'  "—{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  34,  to  omit  the  wor  1  'general.'  "—{Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.Bukher  1062 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  b4,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'and  such 
regulations  sliall  be  deemed  to  be  statutory  rules  within  the  meaning 
\  of  the  Rules  Publication  Act,  1893.'  "—(Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  If.) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Ctdlinan  (Tipperary,  S.)         

Mr.  Atkinson 

Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Kerry,  W.) 

Mr.  Blake 

Mr.  Dillon... 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rustell  

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rumll 

Mr.  (yDcherty  (Donegal,  N.)       

Question  put  and  agreed  to — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   12,   line  36,   to  leave  out  the  words  'the  Judicial 
.     Commissioner  may  nominate  such  officers  of  th«  Commission,  and.' " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

"In  page  12,  line  39,  after  the  word  'of,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  land  clerks  of  ten  years  service  and.' " — (Colonel  McCaJmont.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1068 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  40,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'and  the 
remuneration  of  those  persons  shall  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Land  Commission.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  13,  line  2,  after  the  word  ' Commissioners,' to  insert 
the  words  'or  by  any  vendor.' " — (The  Marquess  of  Hamilton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1068 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hemphill        1069 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  13,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  'and  completed.'" — 
(Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  and  completed,'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 
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Mr.  Wijndham       ...       -. 1070 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  RoUeston  {Leicester)        1070 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  13,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  'agents,  solicitors,  or 
other  persons,'  and  insert  the  words  '  land  agent  or  solicitor  nominated 
by  the  landlord  and.' " — {Sir  John  Bolleston.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1071 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Bolleston  1071 

Mr.  Sloan  {Belfast,  S.)       1071 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  13,  line  8,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  On  the  sale  of 
any  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  whether  to  or  by  the  Land 
Commission  or  otherwise,  one-fourth  of  the  percentage  or  fixed  price 
allowed  to  an  agent  for  the  negotiation  and  completion  of  the  sale  shall 
be  paid  to  the  land  clerk  employed  in  the  office  of  such  estate,  and  if 
there  be  more  than  one  land  clerk  employed  in  the  office  of  the  estate 
the  said  amount  shall  be  distributed  to  the  land  clerks  in  proportion  to 
their  number  of  years  service  as  land  clerks  in  Ireland  respectively.' " 
— {Mr.  Sloan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wynd/iam       1072 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Hemphill        1073 

Mr.  Wyndham        1073 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1074 

l>r.  Thompson  {Monacfhan,  N.)      1074 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  13,  line  10,  after  the  words '  Lord  Lieutenant,'  to  insert 
the  words  'appoint  two  examiners  of  title  in  each  province  and.'" — 
{Dr.  Thompson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  13,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  All  such  rules 
shall  be  made  by  a  majority,  of  whom  the  Judicial  Commissioner  shall 
be  one  ;  and  such  rules  shall  be  deemed  to  be  statutory  rules  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Rules  Publication  Act,  1893.' " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The    Solicitor-General    for    Ireland     {Mr.     James     Campbell,    Dublin 

University)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         •■■   1075 

Mr.  BtUcher 1076 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Digitized  byV^OOQlC 


oxYi  TABLE    OK   CONTENTS 

Jviy  1.]  Page 

Mr.  JHlhn 1077 

Clause  21,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  22. 

Mr.  Butcher  1077 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  1,  leave  out  Sub-section  (3)." — {Mr.  Btdchfr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  3  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Atkinson         1077 

Sir  J<Jk,nColomb 1078 

Mr.  Blake 1078 

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson        1079 

Mr.  John  Redmond  1079 

Mr.  Gordon  1079 

Mr.  fFyndham       1080 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dttblin  Co.,  A'.)         1081 

Mr.  Dillon  10*1 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberttm        1082 

Mr.  Blake 108» 

Mr.  Wyndham       1083 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  8,  after  the  word  'claim '  to  insOTt  the  words  'or 
in  respect  of  any  premium  or  any  policy  of  insurance  charged  on  the 
lands  sold.' " — (Sir  Lexcis  Mrlver.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson  1084 

Sir  Lewis  Mclver  (Edinburgh,  W.)  ...  ...  1084 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Hemphill        1085 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  14,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  thereof '  to  insert  the  words 
'  Provided  that  any  person  making  any  claim  against  the  purchase 
money,  or  the  income  thereof,  may  apply  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
to  have  the  said  purchase  money  paid  into  the  High  Court  to  be 
distributed  thereby ;  and  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  if  satisfied  that 
the  said  claim  is  bonAfide,  and  that  a  dispute  exists  as  to  the  title  to, 
or  distribution  of,  or  payment  of  the  said  purchase  money,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  of  the  income  thereof,  ^all  make  an  order  for  the  pay- 
nent  of  the  said  purchase  money,  or  any  part  thereof  as  to  which  a 
dispute  exists,  and  the  income  thereof,  into  the  High  Court,  to  be 
distributed  among  and  paid  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto  in  the  same 
manner  ai  if  it  were  the  proceeds  erf  the  sale  of  lands  ordered  to  be 
sold  by  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  under  its  ordinary 
jurisdiction.' " — (Mr.  Hemphill.') 

Question  proposetl,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson         1086 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  14,  line  23,  after  the  word  'estate,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  where  the  purchase  money  thereof  is  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims 
affecting  same,  and.' " — (<Str  Lewi$  Melver.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  40,  after  the  second  word  '  the,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  LocalRegistration  of  Title  Office.'  "—(Mr,  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  22,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  23  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  15,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  twelve  months,'  and 
insert  the  words  'two  years.'" — (Mr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  twelve  months '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.Athnton         1087 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  23  agreed  to. 
Clause  24  agreed  to. 
Clause  25  :— 

Mr.  LainheH  {Deoonihire,  South  MoUon) 1088 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  16,  lines  11  and  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  two  and 
three-quarters,'  and  insert  the  word  '  three." — {Mr.  Lambert.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  cJause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1089 

Mr.  Cfmon  Bowles  1090 

Mr.DUUm  1092 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.) 1094 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  25  agreed  to. 

Clauses  26  to  39  agreed  to. 

Clause  40  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  21,  line  4,  to  leave  out  Sub-sections  (1)  to  (6),  inclusive, 
and  insert  the  words  '  (1)  Every  advance  shall  be  repaid  by  means  of 
a  purchase  annuity,  calculated  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  five  shillings 
for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  advance,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
less  sum.' " — (Mr.  fFyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chaimum'jleft  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Comipittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Irish  Land  BilL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHKR  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  40  :~ 

Mr.  TuUtf  {Leitrim,  S.)     1095 

Clause  40  agreed  to. 

Clause  41 : — 

Mr.  Dillon 1095 

Mr.Tully ..1096 

Clause  41  agreed  to 

Clause  42 : — 

Mr.  jishton  (Bedfordshire,  Luton)  1098 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  22,  line  9,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  {\)."—{Mr.  Ashion.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  1  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Channiiig  {Northamptonshire,  E.) 1097 

Mr.  Wyndham       109» 

Mr.  Dillon 1100 

Mr.  TuUy 1101 

Mr.  Charles  Devlin  {Galway)        1101 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wyndham       1102 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  22,  after  line  21,  to  insert — '  (3)  The  provisions  of  this 
Act  with  reference  to  the  repayment  of  advances  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  shall  not  apply  to  advances 
under  this  section.'  " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  42,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43 : — 

Mr.  Butcher  1103 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  22,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (1),  and  insert  the 
words  '(1)  In  the  case  of  every  estate  sold  the  Land  Commission  shall, 
by  means  of  advances  to  be  made  to  them  by  the  National  Debt 
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Commissioners  out  of  the  said  fund,  receive  a  sum  equal  to  a  percattage 
on  the  purchase-money  of  such  estate  according  to  the  scale  set  forth 
in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act,  and  shall  apply  such  sum  as  follows— 
namely,  they  shall  in  the  first  place  pay  thereout  the  expenses  i)roperly 
incurred  by  the  owner  incidental  to  the  redemption  of  superior  and 
intervening  interests,  the  investigation  of  titles,  the  distribution  of  the 
purchase-money,  and  other  like  matters,  and  shall  pay  and  apply^  the 
balance  by  way  of  addition  and  accretion  to  the  purchase-money.  — 
{Mr.  Buteh'T.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  (1)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       -  ^^0* 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  Redmond  *^^* 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  p^e  22,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  and  '  to  the 
fiist  word  "the,'  in  line  26,  and  insert  the  words  'preventing  improvi- 
dent purchases  by  tenants.'  "—{Mr.  John  liedmotid). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wpidham  "  *|Xf 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hedy \V^^. 

Sir  John  Colmnb '•  "'^° 

Mr.  Butcher  

Mr.mion  

Mr.  Wyndham  "  "Va 

Sir  John  Colomb ^"•' 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  Bedmond lUO 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'estate'  to  end 
of  line  30,  and  insert  the  words  '  agreed  to  be  sold  within  live  years 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  bonus  of  fifteen  per  centum  of 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  estate,  such  bonus  to  be 
paid  upon  the  completion  of  the  sale.'  "—{Mr.  John  Redmond.) 

Queston  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Lillon  ...         ...         ...         •••         •••         •••         ••'  iii2 

Mr.  Wyndham       ,,,, 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell i,{^ 

Dr.  Thompson        :,,* 

Mr.  Blake \t\t 

Mr.  M^yndham ttiZ 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy tt\l 

.Mr.  William  Redmond  {CUire,  E.)  '"ill? 

Col.  Sdundrrson  {Armagh,  N.) ^■\\a, 

Mr.  Hemphill        ...         ...         ...         •••         •••         •••         •"         ■"   ,,iq 

Sir  John  CoUrnih • \\rt 

Mr.  Samuel  Young -   ^^^^ 
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Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby-Gore          1120 

Mr.T.MHealy 1120 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 1121 

Mr.  Flavin  {Kerry,  N.) 1122 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  {Ardrim,  S.) 1122 

Mr.John  Redmmd           1123 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1123 

The  CharuxUor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 1123 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 

Bankers  (Ireland)  Act  Repeal  Bill — [Second  Reading.] — Order  for  Second 
Reading  reaH. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Debate  arising. 

Mr.  GaldweU  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  1124 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  THURSDAY,  2nd  JULY,  1903. 
PBI7ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificafces  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have 
been  complied  with  : — 

Pier    and    Harbour    Provisional    Orders    (No.    5)^    Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  9). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1125 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  An^stus  Bailway  Companies  Bill. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments    ...         ...         ...  112.5 

Pentillie  Estate  Itill  [h.l.].     Reported,  with  Amendments     1125 

Blackheath  and  Oreenwich  District  Electric  Light  BilL    Reported, 

without  Amendment 1125 

BKiddlesbrongh  Corporation  Bill ;  Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Rail- 
way Bill ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Bill.  Reported,  with 
Amendments 1125 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].    The 

King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported  with  Amendments      1125 

Edacation  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow  1125 
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last  Ham  ImprOTement  Bill.  Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties 
having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  Orders  made  on  the  16th  of  June  and  Monday  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed      1125 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill ;   Hampton  Court  Gas  Bill.    Head  3*,   with  the 

Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1126 

Erith  Tramways  and  byiroyement  Bill.    Brought  from  the  Commons; 

read  1' ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners        1126 

Sng's  College,  London  Bill  [h.l.].    Keturned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to  1126 

Scnnthorpe  Urban  District  Wattir  Bill  [h-l.].  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to 1126 

Ipswich  Gas  BiU.     Returned  from  the  Commons  with   the  Amendments 

agreed  to        1126 

West  Ciunberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill.    Reported,  with  Amendments  1126 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill ;  Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway 
Bill ;  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill ;  Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase 
Railway  (Ext«nsion  of  Time)  Bill;  Romford  and  District  Tramways 
Bill;  Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill;  Beckenham  Urban 
District  Council  Bill ;  Local  GovernmMit  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Abinger  b<B  pro- 
posiad  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills 
in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Berwick :  r^,  and  a^«ed  to      1126 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.].  Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Amendments 1126 

City  and  Sonth  London  Railway  Bill ;  The  consent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 

signified;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments  1126 

Bectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  order) :  An  Amendment  made :  Standing  Committee 
negatived :  The  Report  of  Amendment  to  be  received  To-morrow 1126 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill.  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Read  3»  (according  to  order),  and 


1127 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill.  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill;  Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3' on  Tuesday  next       1127 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order  made  on 
the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Thursday  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow 1127 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [hl.].  A  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  relating  to  the  Lanarkahu-e  Tramways  was 

f resented  by  the  Lord  Balfour  (pursuant  to  the    Private    Legislation 
'rocedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1 899,  sections  8  and  9) ;  read  1* ;  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  153.) 1127 
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PETITIONS. 

Land  Eegisters  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petition  against :    of  Society  of 

Advocates  in  Aberdeen.     Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...         ...  1127 

KoYAL  DECLAR.4TI0N  BiLL  [h.l].— Petitions  in  favour  of :  of  Roman  Catholics 
in  St.  John's  Institution,  Boston  Spa,  Yorkshire ;  Coventry ;  Princethorpe ; 
Southam;  Solihull;  Eccleshall;  Convent  of  Poor  Clai-es,  Levenshulme, 
Manchester ;  Greenwich.    Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...  1127 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890.— Order  in  Council  of  25th  June,   1903, 

entitled  "The  Swaziland  Order  in  Council,  1903" 1127 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank. — ^Accounts  presented  of  all  deposits  received  and 
paid  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1902,  and  of  the  sums  received 
and  paid  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  the  Fund  for 
the  Post  OfSce  Savings  Banks  in  the  same  year 112& 

Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenue — Eighty-first  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenues,  for  the  year  1902-1903    ...  112» 

Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898.— Order  in 
Council  altering  the  scale  set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  above  Act, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  levying  of  light  dues,  in  pursuance  of  such  Act      ...  1128- 

Publxc  Works  Loan  Board. — Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Board,  1902-1903  (with  appendices.)  Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1128- 

Treaty  Series  No.  9  (1903). — Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Netherlands  regulating  the  allowances  to  witnesses  in  fishery  cases; 
signed  at  the  Hague,  26th  April,  1902  (ratifications  exchanged  at  the 
E&gue,  22nd  May,  1903  ...         1128 

National  Gallery  (Ireiand). — Report  of  the  Director  to  the  Board  of 

Governors  and  Guardians  for  the  year  1902  1128- 

MiNT. — Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy  Master  and  Comptroller  of 

the  Mint,  1902.     Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1128 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Order  in  Coimcil  of  25th  June,  1903, 
authorising  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House. to  appoint  sub-commissioners 
for  the  examination  of  pilots  for  certain  ports  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  1 128- 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.].  —  [Second 
Reading.] — Order  of  the  E^y  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

LmdMmkerry       1129 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^.— Lord  Mvskerry. 

Lord  Abinger         ...      ■    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••   1140 

Lord  Wolverton      1141 

Lord  Mvskerry       1144 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  :  Contents,  8  ;  Not-contents,  74. 

The  Inquiry  into  our  Fiscal  System. 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1145- 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Tlie  Dvke  of  Devonshire)      115& 
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Lord  Tweedmoulh 1162 

Tlui  Duke  of  Rutland        1166 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1166 

Rbgimental  Cantbens. 

Earl  Grey 1168 

The  Undersecretary  of  State  fen-  IVar  {The  Earl  o/Hardwicke) 1168 

Boroug'h  Funds  Bill. — Amendment  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to 

be  read  3"  on  Tuesday  next 1169 

County  ConncUs  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill ;  Education  (Borrowing)  Bill ; 

Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  Order)  and  passed    ...   1169 

Bishoprics  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham  Bill  [h-l.].— Amendments 

reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  To-moiTow 1169 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS:   THURSDAY,    2nd   JULY,    1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. — The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  ...  1169 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE   BILL    BUSINESS. 

New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill. — Lords  Amentments  considered,  and 

agreed  to  1170 

British  Gas  Light  Qompany  (Norwich)  Bill  [Lords].-  Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  1170 

Xrith   Tramways   and  Improvement  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed.     [New  Title.] 1170 

Electric   Lighting  Provisional  Orders   (No.  6)  Bill.  —  As  amended, 

considered,  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow 1170 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments, 
fromi  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed         1170 

Hnmber  CSommercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill.— Reported  [Parties  do  not 

prdcfeed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  1170 

PETITIONS. 

Licsnces  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensation 
FOR  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petition  from  Plymouth  against ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1170 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Renfrew,  for 

alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1170 

Bohan   Cathouc  University   in    Ireland. — Petition  from  Dunfermline, 

against  establishment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1170 
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Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  the 
25th  June,  1903,  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  authorising  the 
Corporation  of  Trinity  House  to  appoint  Sub-Commissioners  for  the 
Examination  of  Pilots  for  certain  Ports  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1170 

Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898. — Copy  pre 
sented,  of  Draft  Order  in  Council  altering  the  Scale  set  out  in  the  Second 
Schedule  to  the  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  the  levying  of  Light  Dues  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Act  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1171 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
the  2ith  Jiine,  1903,  entitled  The  Swaziland  Order  in  Council,  1903  [bj 
Act] :  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1171 

Mint. — Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy  Master 

and  Comptroller  of  the  Mint,  1902  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1171 

EasT  India  (Liability  for  Increase  in  British  Soldiers'  Pay). — Return 
presented,  relative  thereto  [Address  15th  May ;  Sir  Charles  DUke\ ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 1171 

Pref-erential  Trade. — Return  ordered,  "showing  with  regard  to  those 
countries  where  we  do  not  enjoy,  de  jure  or  de  facto,  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  the  character  and  amount  of  the  advantages  granted  to  other 
countries ;  showing  also  the  amount  of  British  trade  with  such  countries  for 
the  five  years  preceding  and  the  five  years  succeeding  the  date  when  the 
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Savi."«gs  of  Working  Classes    at   Home   and    Abroad. — Question,  Sir 

Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain...  117i 
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Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton         1173 
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(Hythe) ;  Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton 1174 

Railway  Development  in  India.— Questions,  Mr.  Randies  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth)  and  Col.  Denny  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) ;  Answers,  Lord 
George  Hamilton         '         1174 

China  Squadron — Gun  Sights. — Question,  Mr.  Harmsworth  (Caithness-shire); 

Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1175 

Channel   Fleet — Defeciive   Gun    Sights. — Question,    Mr.  Harmsworth; 

Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1175 
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COBIPHNSATION  FOR  SPARKS   BiLL — HoRSES  FOR  THE  AsuY. — Question,  Mr. 

Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes 1177 

Arbitration  under  the  Labourers  Acts  in   Dundalk.— Qnestion,  Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wjndham 1178 

Letterkenny    Railway    Station. — Proposed     Bridge.  —  Question,     Mr. 

McFadden  (Donegal,  K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1179 

Letterkenny  Railway. — Question,  Mr.  McFadden;   Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1179 

Case  of  Thomas  Wheatly.— Question,  Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  K) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 1180 

Irish  Land  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham...  ..1180 

County  Infirmaries  in  Ireland. — Question,  Dr.  Thompson  (Monaghan,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1181 

Porthcawl    Rifle    Range. —Question,    Mr.  Fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury); 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1181 

Regikental  Canteens.— Question,  Mr.  Harwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick      ...  1181 

Trades  Unions  Cobimission. — Question,  Mr.  Harwood ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour  ... 1182 

QUESTIONS   IK   THE   HOUSE. 

Royal  Arsenal— Lyddite  Workers. — Questions,  Major  Evans  Grordon  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrej^  Guildford)        1182 

Blank  Ammunition. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of 

Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  1183 

Lyddite     Shells. — Questions,    Col.   Nolan   (Galway,    N.)  and  Mr.   Crooks 

(Woolwich) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Brodrick 1183 

Naval  Works  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) ;  Answer, 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge)  ...  1184 

South    African    Constabulary. — Question,     Col.   Nolan;    Answer,    The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)  1184 

South  African  Rebel.*. — Question,  Col.  Nolan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  1184 

Estate  of  l.4TE  James  McGowan. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford, 

N.);  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 1184 
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Alaska  Boundary  Tribunal. — Question,  Mr.  Rose  (Cambridgeshire,  New- 
market);  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain         1185 

Delhi  Man(EXJVRES-Usb  of  Black  Powder.— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)       1186 

Indun    Import  Duties  on  Band  Instruments. — Question,  Mr.  Winston 

Churchill  (Oldham) ;  Answer,  Lord  Greorge  Hamilton        1186 

Great  Indian  Peninsular  Annuities. — Question,  Sir  George  Bartley 
(Islington,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)  1186 

Dog  Licences.— Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie  1187 

Income  Tax  Appeals. — Question,  Mr.  Field;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 1187 

Sugar  Factories  under  Bond. — Question,    Mr.   Lough  (Islington,   W.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 1187 

Irish   Labourers  Allotments. — Question,  Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterford,   W.); 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  ...  1187 

Land   Purchase   in  County   Longford.— Question,  Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1188 

Royal  Commission  on  Trades  Disputes.— Question,  Mr.  Keir  Hardie 
(Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1188 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Commercial  Retaliation  on  the  Continent. — Question, 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent  (Exeter) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 11. S9 

His   Majesty's    Theatre — Penal    Clauses    in    Terminable   Leases. — 

Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour     1189 

REaJUCTiON   OF  Armaments. — Question,    Mr.   Edmund' Robertson;   Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         1190 


Business  of  the  House. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell  Bannerman  (Stirling 
Burghs),  Mr.  Lough  and  Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax) ;  Answers,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour ,         ...         1190 


Supply  [15th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Navy  Estimates,  1903-1904. 

L     Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£9,571,500,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  the 
Contract  Work  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  etc.,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1904."        
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Mr.  Edmund  Rob&rfsoii  (DuH lee) 1191 

Mr.  Yerburgh  (Chester)      1195 

Sir  JFUliam  Allan  (Gateahead) 1196 

Mr.  Iteginall  Lucas  {PortsmunUh) 1200 

Sir  Charles  BiUce  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  1202 

Mr.  JaiMs  Hope  (Sheffield,  Brightside)      1205 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  fT.)  1206 

Mr.  Gti>son  Bowles  (Lynn  Begis) 1207 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Item  1  (Koyal  Reserve  of 
Merchant  Cruisers)  be  reduced  by  £28,000." — (Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.) 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Arnold- Fortter,  Belfast,  IF.)          ...  1211 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannary  (Yorkshire,  Shipley)        ...1215 

Mr.  Caldtoell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 1216 

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  (Aston  Manor) 1217 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)           1218 

Sir  Charles  Gayzer  (Barrow-OH-Furnesi)   ...         1218 

Mr.  Kearley  (Deoonport)    ...                     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1219 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 1220 

Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1220 

Mr  Edmund  Robertson        1221 

Mr.  Armld-Forster            ...                     1221 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles -      1221 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  1222 

Sir  William  Allan  1227 

Sir  Forte-^eue  Flannerff      1227 

Mr.  Kearley  1229 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  .1230 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £3,206,100,  Naval  Armaments. 

Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1232 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1232 

3.  £69,400,  Scientific  Services. 

4.  £  1 1 6, 400,  for  Educational  Services. 

Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  1232 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  1232 

5.  £297,500,  Royal  Naval  Reserves. 

6.  £409,500,  Miscellaneous  Effective  Services. 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  /         1232 

7.  £306,400,  Admiralty  Office. 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  rr.)  1233 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  1234 

Mr.  Lough 123.5 

Civil  Sbrvicks  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4.— Class  II. 

8.  £13,869,  to  complete  the  sum  for  "Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues, 

etc..  Office. 
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9.  £15,312,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Charity  Commission. 

Class  III. 

10.  £116,635,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Beformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools,  Great  Britain. 

11.  £21,521,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum. 
Class  VII. 

1 2.  £27,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Temporary  Commissions. 
]  3.     £14,261,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

14.  £19,359,  Repayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fimd. 

15.  £30,000,  St.  Louis  Exhibition,  1904. 

Class  II. 

16.  £9,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

17.  £10,061,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Lunacy  Commission,  England. 

18.  £16,  to  complete  the  sum  for  The  Mint,  including  Coinage. 

19.  £7,493,  to  complete  the  sum  for  National  Debt  0£Sce. 

20.  £14,158,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Kecord  Office. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

Supply  [22nd  April]  Report. 

Order  read,  for  further  consideration  of  Resolution  r22nd  April],  "  That  a 
sura,  not  exceeding  £139,395,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  como  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  M.arch,  1904,  for 
the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council  for  Trade  and  Suboi-dinate  Departments,  including  a  Grant-in- 
Aid." 

Sir  Edward  Strachey  {Somersetshire,  S.) 1237 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To    leave    out    '£139,395,'    and    insert     '£139,295.'"— (.>i/- 
Edtvarct  Stracliey.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  '£139,395 '  stand  part  of  the 
said  Resolution." 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  Bonar  Law, 

Glasgow,  Blackfriars) 1239 

Mr.  Channing  {Northamptonshire,  E.)       1240 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  180 ;  Noes,  70.    (Division  List  No.  137.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — {Sir 
A.  Acland-Hood) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  ten  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  FRIDAY,  3rd  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

fiomford  and  District  Tramways  Bill. — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the 

Select  Committee         1245 

Oreat  Western  Railway  Bill. — Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  that  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  18th  of  June  and  Monday  last  discharged; 
and  Bill  committed       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1245 

North  Eastern  Railway  BilL — Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  that  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  18th  of  June  and  Monday  last  discharged ; 
and  Bill  committed       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..  ...         ...   1245 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- Western  Railways 
(Steam  Vessels)  Bill. — Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  to  adjourn 
over  Monday  next        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1245 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddinffton  Tramways  Bill. — Moved,  that  the  order 

made  on  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June 
next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ; 
Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...*1245 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  Commons  1245 

Lanarkshire  and  Dumbartonshire  Railway  Bill.-  Read  3*.  and  passed  ...  1245 

Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  East  Denbighshire  Electric  Power 
Bill  [h.l.],  now  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        1245 

Jishgnard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill,  Charing  Cross, 
Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill. — Read  3",  with  the  Amendments, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    ...         ...         ...   1246 

llectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill.— Brought  from  the 

Commons  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...         ...   1246 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the 

Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1246 

New  Hxmstanton  Improvement  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with 

the  Amendments  agreed  to     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1246 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill.— Amendment  reported 

(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next        1246 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  Avithout  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next 1246 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]. 
— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  The  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Select  Committee  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  the 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday  next      1246 

VOL  CXXrV.    [FouKTH  Series.]  t 
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Tramways  Orders  Oonflrmation  (Na  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Third  reading  (which 

stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  ofif  to  Tuesday  .next       1246 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Read  l*j  to  be 

printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  154.)  1246 

PSTITIOJf. 


>  REGISTER.S  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.].— Petition  against :  of  Society  of  Law 
\gent8  of  Dunfermline  District  of  Fife ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


Land] 

Agents 

Table     1246 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Malta.  —Further  correspondence  relating  to  the  political  condition  of  Malta  (in 

Continuation  of  ICd.  715],  July,  1901)  1247 

Afaica  No.  7  (1903). — Return  of  concessions  in  the  East  Africa  and  Uganda 

Protectorate      1247 

Railways  (Continuous  Brakes). — Return  by  the  railway  companies  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  six  months  ended  the  Slst  December,  1902. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1247 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Rule  made  by  the  Intermediate 
Education  Board  for  Ireland,  determining  the  number  of  centre 
superintendents  to  be  appointed  for  the  examinations,  1903  ;  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        1247 

Hamilton  Bnrgh  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill. .—  [Second 
Reading.] 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Lord  Balfowr  of  Burleigh) 1247 

Moved,  that  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  March  last,  "That  no  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  confirming  any  Provisional  Order  or 
Provisional  Certificate  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with. — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  and  Bill  read  2"  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Bronghty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— [Second 
Reading.] 

Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1248 

Moved,  that  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  March  last,  "That  no  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  confirming  any  Provisional 
Order  or  Provisional  Certificate  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the 
18th  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with. — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  and  BiU  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Irish  Land  Purchase. 

The  Earl  of  Belmore         1248 

Moved,  for  (1)  A  Return  of  the  total  amount  of  advances  made  to  occupying 
tenants  in  Ireland,  under  the  various  Acts  relating  to  land  purchase 
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since  the  passing  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1870,  to  Slat  March,  1903 
(exclusive  of  tenants  of  glebe  lands) ;  (2)  A  similar  Return  of  the 
total  amount  of  repayments  made  by  such  purchasers. — {The  Earl  of 
Belmore.) 

The  £arl  of  Denbigh         1248 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Elementary  Edacation  Amendment  BiU. — [Second  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

LordReay 1249 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  7?:"— {Lord  Reay.) 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  {The  Dvke  of  Devonshire)       1261 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Board  of  Agrictdtnre  and  fisheries  Bill  [h.l.].— Amendments  reported 

(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next        1254 

Bishoprics  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...         ...         ...  1254 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    FRIDAY,    3ed   JULY,    1903. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE  BILL   BUSINESS. 

Privatk  Bills  [LordsI  Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  Into 
Complied  with. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  follow- 
ing Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Birmingham  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  Kip's  Patents  Bill  [Lords];  Bradford  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time         1254 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— As 

amended,  considered.     To  be  read  the  third  time 1204 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill.— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed        1204 

Scottish  American  Mortgage   Company,   Limited,   BUI   [Lords].— 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  he  upon  the  'Table  1255 

Port  Talbot  Bailway  and  Docks  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment; Report  tp  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      1255 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time        ...  1255 

»■  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oxxxii  TABLE    OF   CONTENTS. 

JulifS.]  ■  Page 

Msssajgb  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill, 
Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill,  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill,  Local  Grovernment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill,  without  Amendments;  Nelson  Corporation  Bill,  Hampton 
Court  Gas  Bill,  Fishguard  and  Eosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill, 
Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill,  with  Amendments  ; 
Amendments  to — Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [Lords^  Scunthorpe  Urban 
District  Water  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  empower  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Bangor  to  make  a  gift 
of  a  new  site  for  Bangor  College ;  to  provide  recreation  grounds ;  to 
acquire  the  Penrhyn  Hall ;  and  for  other  purposes."  (Bangor  Corporation 
Bill)  [Lords]. 

And  also,  a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  for  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Company. 
(Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill)  [Lords].         ...         ...  12-5.J 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 12.55 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No-  13)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [l\ovisional  Orders  confirmedl ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next        12.")5 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 

Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next        12.56 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [Lord.s]  ;  Cardiff  Rail- 
way Bill  [Lords] ;  Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Exeter  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported  with  Amendments  ; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 1256 

PETITIONS. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petitions  for  alteration :  from  Edinburgh ; 

and  Leith ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1256 

Employment  of  Children  Bill. — Petition  from  Govan,  for  alteration ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 12-56 

Licences  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal). — Petition  from  King's  Cross 

and  other  places,  for  legislation ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1256 

Pharmacy  Bill. — Petition  of  the  Master  Wai-ders  and  Society  of  Apothecaries 
of  the  City  of  London,  for  alteration  (praying  to  be  heard  by  Counsel) ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1256 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bilu — Petition  from 

Westminster,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ..  1256 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petition  from  Bristol,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1256 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Kule  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  determining  the  number  of 
Centre  Superintendents  to  be  appointed  for  the  Examinations,  1903  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1256 

Africa  (No.  7,  1903)  (East  Africa  Concessions).— Copy  presented,  of 
Itetum  of  Concessions  in  the  Blast  Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorate  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1257 

Malta. — Copy  presented,  of  Further  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Political 
Condition  of  Malta  (in  continuation  of  [C.  715]  1901)  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        1257 

R.ULWAYS  (Continuous  Brakes). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Railway 
Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months  ending  the  Slst 
December,  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1257 

Iron  and  Steel,  1901. — Copy  ordered,  "of  Statistical  Tables  showing  the  pro- 
duction and  consumption  of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig  Iron,  and  the  production  of 
Steel,  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  principal  foreign  countries,  in  each 
year  from  1890  to  1901,  so  far  as  the  particulars  can  be  stated." — {Mr. 
Gerald  Baljour)  1257 

QUESTIOFS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Condition  of  "Exmouth"  Training  Ship.— Question,  Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford 

University) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1257 

Phthisis  in  Workhouses. — Question,  Mr.  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long       ...  1258 

SQUIRE  V.  M'Bride  and  Williams— Appeal. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke 

(Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas 1258 

Vacations  of  Lighthouse  Keepers. — Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty  (Donegal,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  1259 

Licensing  (Ireland)  Act,  1902. — Question,   Mr.  O'Doherty;  Answer,  Mr. 

Atkinson  1259 

Salmon  Hauling  at  Mouth  of  the  Erriff  River. — Question,  Mr.  O'Malley 

(Galway,  Connemara) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson        1260 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board's  Fishing  Boats  at  Malin  Head. — 

Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1260 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Pay  of  Persons  away  through  Injury.— Questions, 

Mr.  Crooks  (Woolwich) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Brodrick 1261 

Military  Works  Bili^-Date  of  Introduction. — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan 

(Perthshire,  K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1261 

Trinidad  Riots  Commission- Date  of  Pubucation  of  Report.— Question, 

Sir  Charles  Dilke ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain      1262 

Naval  Works  [Consolidated  Fund]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.)  * 
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[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralttf  {Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge)  1262 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  it  is  expedient  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  construction  of  works  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Boyal  Navy,  and  to  authorise 
the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding 
£7,996,000,  as  may  be  required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  make 
provision  for  raising,  in  the  manner  provided  by  Section  6  of  the 
Naval  Works  Act>  1895,  che  sums  so  issued  by  terminable  annuities 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  years  from  the  date  of  the 
borrowing." — {Mr.  Pretyman.) 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) 1267 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowleg  {Lynn  Regis) 1269 

Mr.  Suchancm  (Perthshire,  E.)     1273 

Sir  WiUiam  Jllan  (Gateshead) 1275 

Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  (Portsmouth)  1277 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith  Burghs)        1277 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)  .*.         ...  1279 

Mr.  Pretyman        ...         1279 

Eesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further  provision  for  the  construction 
of  works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  foi-  the  purposes  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  £7,996,000,  as  may  be  required  for  those 
purposes,  and  to  make  provision  for  raising,  in  the  manner  provided 
by  Section  5  of  the  Naval  Works  Act,  1895,  the  sums  so  issued  by 
terminable  annuities  for  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  years  from  the 
date  of  the  borrowing.- — (Mr.  Pretyman.) 

Resolution  to  be  repdrted  upon  Monday  next. 

Employment  of  Ohildren  Bill — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment  proposed  [23rd  June]  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  any,'  and  insert  the 
word  '  every.' " — (Mr.  Tennani.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  any '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.)  1282 

Dr.  Maenamara  (CamberweU,  N.) 128+ 

air  Francis  Powell  (fVigan)  1285 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Radcliffe)        1280 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings  (Birmingham,  Bordesley)        ...         ...         ...         ...  128G 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  t/ie  Home  Department  (Mr.  Cochrane, 

Ayrshire,  N.) 1287 

Sir  fVilliam  Tomlin.son  (Preston) 1287 

Mr.  Tennant  (Berwickshire)  1288 

Ainendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  shall,'  and  insert  the 
word  '  may.'  — (Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  2 : — 

The  ,ik(Tetarif  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Akera  Douglas, 

Kent,  St.  AugMt%M'$)  1288 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  to  leave  out  lines  10  to  12,  and  insert  the  words 
'  The  local  authority,  in  making  by-laws  under  this  section,  shall  have 
special  regard  to  the  desirability  of  preventing  the  employment  of  girls 
under  sixteen  in  places  or  under  conditions  prejudicial  to  morality.' " 
—{Mr.  Secretary  Akert  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BUL* 

Dr.  FarquAarson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.)      1289 

Sir  Franeit  Powell  (Wigan)  1290 

Mr.  Tennant  1291 

Sir  John  Gorst  (Cambridge  University)      ..  1294 

Mr.  Jesse  CoUings 1296 

Mr.  Asipjiith  {Ftfeshire,  E.)  .... 1297 

Mr.  Cochrane         1298 

Mr.  John  Bums  (BaOersea)  1299 

Sir  J.  SHrling-MaxweU  (Glasgow,  CoUege)  1301 

Dr.  Macnamara     ...         ...         ...  '      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1302 

Mr.  Seely  (Lincoln)  1302 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.) 1302 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 1303 

Mr.  Theodore  Taybr         ...         .V.'       1304 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill  amended,  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "places  or  under  conditions  prejudicial  to  morahty,"  and 
inserting  the  words  "streets  or  public  places." — (Dr.  Macnamara.) 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  as  amended  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  178 ;  Noes  98.     (Division  List  No.  138.) 
Claose  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  7." — (Mr.  Secretary 
Akers  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of  the  sub-section,  to  the  word  '  shall,' 
in  line  35,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Dr.  Macnamara     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1307 

Jir.  Akers  Douglas 1307 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Sir  Edward  Strachey  (Somersetshire,  S.) 1308 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  23,  at  the  end  of  Sub-section  (1),  to  insert  the 
words,  '  Provided  that  it  is  proved  that  such  person  was  awarS  of  the 
age  of  such  child.'  "—{Sir  Edward  Strachey). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas  1309 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Jesse  Colliiigs  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1309 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  25,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  sixteen '  to  the 
word  '  he '  in  line  27,  and  insert  the  words  '  causes  or  knowingly 
permits  a  child  to  be  so  employed.' — (Mr.  Jesse  CoUingn.) — instead 
thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.^' 

Mr.  Ahers  Douglas  1309 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  liable '  to  insert  the  words 
'  on  summary  conviction.' " — {Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings 1310 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  3,  line  34,  leave  out  Sub-section  (4)." — {Mr.  Jesse 
Collings.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  provided,'  in  line  40,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Cochrane         ..   1311 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words '  Provided  that,'  and 
insert  the  word  'and.'  "—{Mr.  Secretary  Akeis  Dotiglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  13,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '(2)  Where  an 
employer  is  charged  with  any  offence  under  this  Act  he  shall  be  entitled, 
upon  information  duly  laid  by  him,  to  have  any  other  person  whom 
he  charges  as  the  actual  offender  brought  before  the  Court  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  charge,  and  if,  after  the  commission  of  the 
offence  has  been  proved,  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the  employer  had 
used  due  diligence  to  cd  uply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
that  the  other  person  had  committed  the  offence  in  question  without 
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the  employer's  knowledge,  consent,  or  connivance,  the  other  person 
shall  be  summarily  convicted  of  the  offence  and  the  employer  shall  be 
exempt  from  any  fine.  (3)  AVhen  it  is  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  an  inspector  or  other  oflScer  charged  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  Act,  at  the  time  of  discovering  the  offence,  that  the 
employer  had  used  all  due  diligence  to  enforce  compliance  with  this 
Act,  and  also  by  what  person  the  offence  had  been  committed  and  also 
that  it  had  been  committed  without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or 
connivance  of  the  employer,  and  in  contravention  of  his  order,  then 
the  inspector  or  officer  shall  proceed  against  the  person  whom  ho 
believes  to  be  the  actual  offender  in  the  first  instance  without  first 
proceeding  against  the  employer.' " — {Sir  Francis  Powell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : — 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings  1312 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

In  page  4,  line  17,  after  the  word  'place,'  to  insert  the  words 


'not  being  a  private  dwelling-house.' " — (Air.  Jesse  Gollings.) 

Question  proposed,  "  that  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A  kers  Douglas 

Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanet) 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylw         

Mr.  Galloway   . 

Lord  EdmwiuL  Fitznumrice  ( Wiltshire,  Cricklade) 


1313 
1313 
1313 
1314 
1314 


Question  put, 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  15 ;  Noes,  252.     (Division  List  No  139.) 

Mr.  TennarU  1317 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Proceedings  may 
be  brought  oy  or  in  the  name  of  any  officer  of  the  Corporation  or 
County  Council,  or  by  an  officer  of  the  school  attendance  committee, 
or  by  a  constable.' " — (Mr.  TentMnt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas  1318 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  7  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  rate,'  and  insert  the 
word  'fund.'" — (Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Digitized  byV^OOQlC 


exxxviii  TABLE  OF  CONTEXTS. 

July  6.]  Page 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  40,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  Provided  that  a 
County  Council  shall  not  raise  any  sum  on  account  of  their  expenses 
under  this  Act  within  any  borough  or  url>an  district  the  Council  of 
which  is  a  local  authority  under  this  Ait.' " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  :— 

Mr.  Jesse  CoUings 1319 

And,  it  being  half -past  Five  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Public  Offices  (Dublin)  (Recommitted)  BilL 

Considered  in  Commitee. 
Clause  2  :— 

Mr.  Mwrphy  {Kerry,  E.) 1320 

Conunittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments). — Bill  to 
give  power  to  dissolve  School  Districts  formed  under  the  Acta  relating  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  facilitating  adjustments  or  alterations  of 
areas  or  authorities  under  those  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Long. 

Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments)  BilL— 

"  To  give  power  to  dissolve  School  Districts  formed  under  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  facilitating  adjustments  or  alterations  of 
areas  or  authorities  under  those  Acts,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  road  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  237.)      ...  1320 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act  (1897)  Amendment.— Bill  to  amend  The  Infant 
Life  Protection  Act,  1897,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Spear,  Mr. 
Duke,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  Hogg,  and  Mr.  Melville. 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act  (1897)  Amendment  Bill.— "To  amend  The 
Infant  Life  Protection  Act,  1897,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  238.)  1320 

Adjourned  at  twenty-three  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till 
Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  6th  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliamente 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  com- 

{lied  with  :  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) ;  Erith  Tramways 
mprovement. 
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Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to 
the  following  Bill :  Local  Gtovernmont  Provisioniu  Orders  (No.  3). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1321 

Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Qas  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments        1321 

Newcastle-apon-T]me  Electric  Supply  Bill. — The  King's  consent  signified ; 

and  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments 1321 

metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill.— The  King's 
consent  signified;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1321 

WolTerhampton  and  Oannock  Chase  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time) 

BilL — l&poilied  from  the  Select  Committee,  without  Amendments  ...  1321 

Leigh    Corporation    Bill. — Reported    from    the    Select    Committee,    with 

Amendments 1321 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich)  Bill  [h.l.] — Commons  Amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to        ...         1321 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  Report  from  the  0)mmittee  of  Selection,  That  the 
Earl  of  Mayo  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  oi  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Ribblesdale ;  and  that  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee,  be  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  said  Committee ;  read,  and  agreed  to     1321 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land  Company  Bill  [h.l.];  Pentillie 
Estate  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  .Junction  Railway 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bul  [h.l.].  Bead  3',  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons      ...         1322 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill. — Read  3*,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    1322 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Bailway  Bill. — Gateshead  Corporation  Bill. 
Sheffield  Corporation  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1,  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners       1322 

Local  €k>vemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  6)  BUI.— Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill.  Brought  from  the 
Commons  ...         ...         ...         ..  ...         ...         ...         .....       ..,.,1322 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway  BilL— Reported  from  the 
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the  Superannuation  Act  1324 
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Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee  (accord- 
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The  National  Standard  of  Physical  Health. 

The  Earl  of  Mealh  

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon 

The  Lord  Presvient  oj  tlie  Council  (The  Dttke  of  Devonshire) 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield       

The  Earl  oj  Leven  and  Melville    ... 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)    . . . 


1324 
1337 
1346 
1352 
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Oninea  Postal  Orders  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment;  Standing  Committee  negatived;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3' To-morrow 1356 

N.WAL  Cadetships. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield 1356 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralli/ (The  Earl  of  Selborne) 1357 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties. 

Lord  Welby  1.3-59 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 1365 

Lard  Welby  1366 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  MONDAY,  6th  July,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock.] 

UNOPPOSED  PPJFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — West  Bromwich 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time         1367 

Priv.atk  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
NOT  Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Bangor 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham  and  Dover  Railways  Bill  Lords] ; 
Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders        1367 
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Provisionax,  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thkrbto 
Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Keport  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — Qaa  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow 136S 

Hastiiufs  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill  [Lords].— Bead  the  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  1368 

Strabane   and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed -.. 136* 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill — As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orders  Nos.  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldtoell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed       136S 

Hexham  Oas  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  Nantwich 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire 
Navigation  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 
time       1368 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill. — As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.     [New  Title.]      1368 

Torquay  Corporation  Water  Bill   [Lords].— As  amended,   considered 

to  be  read  the  third  time        1368 

Bournemouth  Oas  and  Water  Bill  [I^ords]  ;  Chatham  and  District  Light 
Railways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] ;  Mid  Yorkshire 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Salfoni  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second 
•  time,  and  committed 1368 

Castleblaney,  Eneady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill 

(by  Order). — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 1369 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill. — As  amended, 
considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow     1369 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill. — Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  1369 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to  — Laniirkshire  and 
Dumbartonshire  Railway  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramwajrs  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
constitution  of  Bishoprics  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham,  and  for  matters 
incidental  thereto."  [Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham  Bill 
(Lords).] 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  confer  power  on  the  Scottish 
Ont&rio  and  Manitoba  Land  Company,  Limited,  for  the  repayment  and 
reduction  of  their  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Scottish  Ontario 
and  Manitoba  Land  Company  Bill  (liOrds).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  enable  money  to  be  raised  or 
secured  upon  the  Pentillie  Estate  in  the  County  of  Cornwall  devised  by  the 
will  of  Augustus  Coryton,  esquire,  deceased."  [Pentillie  Estate  Bill 
(liOrds).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  empower  the  South  Western  and  Isle 
<rf  Wight  Junction  Railway  Company  to  construct  a  railway  and  a  pier ;  to 
raise  additional  tcapital ;  to  enter  into  working  agreements  with  the 
London  and  Souh  Western  Uailw^  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  (Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Bury  and  Dstrict 
Joint  Water  Board  to  construct  additional  waterworks  ;  to  repeal  and 
amend  enactments  relating  to  the  Water  Undertaking  of  the  Board  ;  and 
for  other  purposes."    [Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  (Lords).]  1369 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land  Oompany  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Pentillie 
Estate  Bill  [Lords] ;  South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  1370 

PETITIONS. 

LicBNCBS  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensation 
FOR  Non-Henkwal)  Bill.  —  Petition  from  Banbury,  against ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1370 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Edinburgh,  for 

alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1370 

Local   Authorities'    Officers'   Superannuation    Bill.  —  Petition   from 

Hackney,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1370 

Old  Age  Pension  Scheme. — Petition  from  Baildon,  for  adoption  ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1370 

8ia-Trout  Fishings  in  Orkney. — Petition  of  the  County  Council  of  Orkney 

for  inquiry ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1370 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

East  India  (Liability  for  Increase  in  British  Soldiers'  Pay). — Return 

[presented  2nd  July]  to  bo  printed.     [No.  237.]      1370 

Board  of  Education. — Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  for  the  Instruction  and 
Training  of  Pupil  Teachers  and  Students  in  Training  Colleges  [by 
Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1370 

Board  of  Education. — Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
dated  6th  July,  1903,  withdrawing  Article  102  and  Articles  111  to  129, 
inclusive,  of  the  Provisional  Code,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     1371 

Board  of  Education, — Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  for  Secondary  Schools 
(from  1st  August,  1903,  to  Slst  July,  1904)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  * 1371 
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Board  of  Education. — Copy  presented,  of  Eegulations  for  Evening  Schools, 
Technical  Institutions,  and  Schools  of  Art  and  Art  Classes,  from  1st 
August,  1903,  to  3l8t  July,  1904)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1371 

Superannuation  Act,  1887. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd 
June,  1 903,  granting  to  Mr.  M.  J.  O'Callaghan,  late  Clerk  of  the  Second 
Division,  in  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  Ireland,  a  Retired  Allowance 
under  the  Act  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1371 

Friendly  Societies. — Copy  presented,  of  Regulation,  dated  1st  July,  1903, 
made  by  the  Treasury,  under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  1896  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1371 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  for  the  year  1902  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1371 

Metropolitan  Water  Stock  Regulations,  1903. — Copy  presented,  of  Order 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  prescribing  regulations  with  respect  to 
the  creation,  issue,  transfer,  dealing  with,  and  redemption  of  any  Metro- 
politan Water  Stock  which  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  create  under  the 
IMetropoKs  Water  Act,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1371 

Army. — Copy  presented,  of  Letter  from  General  Officer  Commanding  the 
Forces  in  South  Africa  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Officers 
assembled  to  report  upon,  certain  Supplies  of  Meat  and  Vegetable  Rations 
at  Pretoi-ia  considered  to  be  unfit  for  issue  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      1371 

Army  Expenditure. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address  31st  March 

— Sir  John  C'olmnb] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  238.]  1371 

Royal  Garrison  Regiments. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address 
30th  April — Mr  Churchill]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  2.39.]  1371 

Iron  and  Steel,  1901. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  3rd  July 

— Mr  Geritkl  Balfour] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No  240.]  1371 

Tramways  and  Light  Railways  (Street  and  Road). — Return  ordered,  "  of 
Street  and  Road  Tramways  and  Light  Railways  authorised  by  Act  or 
Order,  showing  the  amount  of  capital  authorised,  paid  up,  and  expended  ; 
the  length  of  line  authorised,  and  the  length  open  for  the  public  conveyance 
of  passengers,  down  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1903;  the  gross  receipts, 
working  expenditure,  and  net  receipts  ;  the  number  of  passengers  conveyed, 
and  the  number  of  miles  run  by  cars,  during  the  year  ended  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1903;  together  with  the  number  of  horses,  engines,  and  cars  at 
that  date  (in  continuation  and  extension  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  307, 
oi  Session  1902)."— {Mr.  Gerald  Balfmir.)      1371 

Government  Departments  (Contracts).— Return  Ordered,  "of  all  Contracts 
made  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  manufactured  articles  by  the  several 
Government  Departments  in  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903, 
either  with  contractors  outside  the  United  Kingdom  or  with  contractors  or 
agents  who  obtain  the  articles  from  abroad  (in  continuation  of  Parliamen- 
tary Paper,  No.  304,  of  Session  1901)."— (6'eV  Howard  Vincent.) 1372 

Probation  of  First  Offenders. — Address  for  "Return  of  the  number  of  cases 
within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
Lancashire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire,  and  Durham,  in  which  persons 
convicted  of  first  offences  have,  by  reason  of  their  youth  or  the  trivial 
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nature  of  the  offence,  be«i  released  under  recognisances  on  probation  oi 
good  conduct  in  the  years  1900,  1901,  and  1902,  under  The  Probatioa  of 
First  Offenders  Act,  1887 ;  and  of  the  number  of  cases  in  which  such  persons 
have  been  called  upon  to  appear  to  receive  judgment,  or  are  known  to  have 
been  subsequently  convicted  of  a  fresh  offence  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  348,  of  Seasioii  1900)."— (Str  H(noard  Vincent)  ...  1873 

-QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITE  THE  VOTES. 

Aliin    Immigration    Eeturns.— Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield, 

Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law 1373 

TiUDE  Ekturns. — Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  ...  1374 

British  Exports  for  1902.— Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent;  Answer,  Mr. 

Bonar  Law        1374 

Foreign  Imports  into  ^itish  Colonies.— Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 
(Tower  Hiwnlets,  Poplar) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  1375 

DuTX  on  Price  of  Wheat  in  Germany. — Question,  Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardine- 
shire); Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law         1375 

Income  Tax   in  France. — Question,  Sir  Howard    Vincent ;   Answer,  Lord 

Cranbome         1375 

Great  Britain  and  Belgium — Maritime  Law. — Question,  Mr.  Runciman 

(Dewsbury)  ;  Answer,  Lord  Cranbome  1376 

ADMiRALTy  Gifts  of  Stone  for  Church  Building. — Question,  Mr.  I^illipe 

(Pembrokeshire);  Answer,  Mr  Pretyman ...  1377 

Foreign  Imports  into  India. — ^Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton ;  Answer,  Lord 

George  Hamilton  1377 

Factories  and  Workshops— Fire  Precautions. — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Boss 

and  Ci'omarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  1377 

Undkrground  Kitchens. — Question,   Mr.  Keir  Hardie  (Merthyr  Tydvil); 

Answer,  ifr.  Akers  Douglas 1378 

Vivisection— Consecutive  Experiments  on  the  same  Animat.. — Question, 

Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Ur.  Akers  Douglas        1378 

Post  Office  Sorters  and  Official   PAPmis. — Question,  Captain  Norton 

(Newington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain         -.  1378 

Overtime  Payments  to  Postmen  for  Increased  Bounds. — Question,  Mr. 

Freeman  Thomas  (Hastings) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Ciumberlam 1379 

Bural  PosTMEN.-^Question,  Mr.  Freeman  Thomas;    Answer,  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain      1379 

Glasgow   Post   Office.— Question,   Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wioklow,  W.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain       1380 

Glasgow  Post  Office— Revision  of  Staff.— Question,  Mr.  James  O'Connor ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain ...         ...        ...         ...  1380 

Glasgow  Post  Office— Clerical  and  Sorting  Duties.— Qoestion,  Mr.  James 

O'Connor ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chambwlain  ...        ...        1380 

Post  Office  Pensions— Boy-Sorter  Sekvice.— Question,  Captain  Norton  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Elliot 1381 
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Promotion    in   the   Civil   Service.  —  Question,    Colonel    Wyndham-Quin 

(Glamorganshire,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot     ...         1381 

Annual  Leave  of  Customs  Assistant  Clerk. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay 

(Shoreditch,  Hoxton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot 1382 

Vaccination  PROSEcxmoNs  in  the  Trowbridge  and  Melksham  Unions.— 

Question,  Mr.  Fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long ...  1383 

Fair  Bents  in  County  Limerick — Case  of  John  O'Connell. — Question,  Mr. 

O'Shaughnessy  (Limerick,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1383 

Irrecoverable  Poor  Rate    in    Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1385 

Delay  at  Level  Crossing  at  Letiterkenny. — Question,   Mr.    McFadden 

(Donegal,  K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        1384 

Delays  on  the  Burtonport  and  Lbtterkenny  Railway. — Questions,  Mr. 

McFadden  J  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham  1384 
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Iridi  Land  Kll. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberlimd,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CUuse  43  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  estate,'  to  end 
of  line  30,  and  insert  the  words  '  agreed  to  be  sold  within  five  years 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  bonus  of  fifteen  per  centum  of 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  estate,  such  bonus  to  be 
paid  upon  the  completion  of  the  sale. '  "—{Mr.  John  Bedmond.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Flynn  {Cork  Co.,  N.) U18 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  1419 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healtf  {Louth,  A'.)        1420 

Mr.  John  BedTnond  {Waierford} 1421 
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Amendment,  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tully  {LeUrim,  S.)     1422 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  42,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  either '  to  the 
end  of  the  line."— (i/r.  TuUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1422 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1423 

The  Attorney  General /or  Ireland  (Mr.  Jtkinson,  Londonderry,  N'.)     ...  1423 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ... 1423 

Mr.  Butcher  (York)  1425 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pajre  22,  line  41,  to  leave  out  Suhnsection  4." — (Mr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  4  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  fFyndham      1425 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  43,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  44  agreed  to. 

Clause  45  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  23,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  No  stamp  duty 
or  fee  fund  shall  be  charged  on  any  searches  directed  by  the  Land 
Commission  or  Land  Judge  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  Registry  of 
Titles,  or  Registry  of  Judgments.' " — (Mr.  HtmphUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1425 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  (fShee  (Waterford,  W.)        1426 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  23,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  'and  stamp  duty 
shall  be  payable  on  any  conveyance  or  transfer  of  land  purchased  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  or  Part  II.  of  this  Act,  only  in  respect  of  the 
amount  or  value  of  the  consideration  for  such  conveyance  or  transfer, 
and  exclusive  of  the  redemption  value  of  the  annuity  payable  to  the 
Land  Commission.'  "—(Mr.  O'Shee.) 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1426 

Mr.  Atkinson         1426 

Mr.  fFyndham      1427 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  45  agreed  to. 
Clause  46  :— 

Mr.  Butcher  1427 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  23,  after  line  29,  to  insert  the  words  '  (4)  In  the  case 
of  all  proceeding  in  relation  to  any  lands  sold  in  the  High  Court,  or 
tinder  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charges  thereon,  or  any  moneys 
realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee  is,  or  may  be, 
personally  liable  for  any  breach  of  trust,  whether  the  transaction 
alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust,  occurred  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reasonably,  and  ought  fairly  to 
be  excused  for  the  breach  of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to  obtain  the 
directions  of  the  Coiu-t  in  the  matter  in  which  he  committed  such  breach, 
then  the  Court  may  relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or  partly,  from 
personal  liability  for  the  same.' " — {Mr.  Bvteker.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson        1427 

Mr.  Butcher  1427 

Mr.  T.  M.  Heaiy 1428 

Mr.DiUon 1428 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  46  agreed  to. 

Clause  47  :— 

Mr.  HemphiU  (Tyrone,  N.)  1428 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  24,  line  38,  after  the  word  » Commission,'  to  insert  the 
words  'and  the  President,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society  of  Ireland,  and.' " — {Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wynihom       1429 

Mr.HemphiU        1429 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1430 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Colomb 1430 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  43,  after  the  word  '  sale,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  such  rules  shall  be  made  by  a  majority,  of  whom  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner shall  be  one.' " — {Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wynihatn      1431 

Clause  47  agreed  to. 

Clause  48  :— 

Amendments  proposed— 

"  In  page  25,  line  1,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  in '  to  the  first 
word  'the'  m  line  5." — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

"  In  page  25,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  Acts,'  to  insert  the  words 
'imposing  a  limit  on  advances.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 
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Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clancy  {IhMin  County,  N.) 1431 

Mr.  Wyndham      1431 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  25,  line  18,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'Provided  also 
that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  former  tenant,  or  a 
person  nominated  by  the  Land  Commission  as  his  personal  repre- 
sentative, purchasing  his  former  holding,  or  to  the  case  of  a  tenancy 
created  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board." — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Dillon 1431 

Mr.  Wyndham      1432 

Mr.  Clancy 1433 

Mr.Tully 1433 

Mr.  Wyndham       ...'       1433 

Mr.T.M.Healy ...  1434 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Herbert  Robei-tson  (Hackney,  S.)        ...  1435 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  25,  line  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2." 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section  2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.   Wyndham      1435 

Mr.T.M.Healy       1436 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  48,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  49  :— 

Col.  Nolan  (Galway,  N.) 1436 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  25,  line  39,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (c)." —(Colonel 
Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub  section  (c)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Atkinson 1437 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Colomb 1437 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  2,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  may '  to  the 
word  '  nominate '  in  line  8. 

"In  page  26,  line  12,  after  the  word  'otherwise'  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  may  cause  the  holding  to  be  sold.' " — (Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Hemphill         1437 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1438 

Mr.  Wyndham      1438 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  cliH 

•Wjf  6.]  Page 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Seynwur  Ormsby-Gore  (Lineolnihire,  Gainsborough) 1439 

Amendment  proposed — 

'  In  page  26,  line  13,  to  leave  out  Sub-eection  2."— (Mr.  Seymour 


1440 
1440 
1440 
1441 
1441 
1441 
1441 
1442 


Orm^-Gore.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       

Sir  John  Oolomb    

Mr.  Atkinson 

Mr.  T.  M.  Realy 

Mr.  Seymour  Ormiyy-Gore 

Mr.  TvUy 

Mr  Wyndham 

Mr.  O'Shee  

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  lines  15  and  16,  to  omit  the  words  '  rateable  value ' 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  '  purchase  annuity.' " — {Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  liiie  20,  to  insert  the  words  '  within  three  months  of 
the  date  of  execution  by  the  mortgagor  or  chargeant.'  "—{Mr.  ffShee.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Gordon  {Londmderry,  S.)       1443 

Mr.  Butcher 1443 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hugh  Law  {Dorugal,  W.) 1443 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  26,  line  22,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (4)  No  writ  of 
fieri  facias  or  other  process  of  a  Court  shall  be  executed  by  seizure  or 
sale  of  the  estate  or  interest  of  any  proprietor  of  a  holding,  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds  in  rateable  value,  upon  which  he  actually 
resides ;  nor  shall  any  judgment  be  registered  as  a  niortgage  against 
same,  nor  shall  any  such  writ,  or  judgment,  or  judgment  mortgage  be 
registered  as  a  burden  affecting  same  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891.'  "—(JIfr.  Hvgk  Law.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham      1444 

Mr.mion 1444 

Mr.  O'Doherty       1444 

Mr.  O'Shee 1446 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Marqttess  of  Hamilton  {Londonderry) 1446 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  25,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  this  section  shall 
not  apply  to  demesne  or  other  lands  resold  or  sold  under  Section  3  of 
this  Act.' " — {The  Marquess  of  Hamilton.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.JHllon U47 

Mr.  Wyndham       1447 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Mr.CfShee 1448 

Clause  49  agreed  to. 

Clause  50 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  26,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  words  'subject  to  a 
perpetual  rent  charge  under  this  Act.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  and  the  perpetual 
rent^charge.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  50,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  51 : — 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1449 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  27,  after  Sub-section  5,  to  insert  a  new  Sub-section  '  (6), 
The  fee  to  to  prescribed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  be  payable  by 
the  Land  Commission,  in  each  case,  to  any  official  who  gives  informa- 
tion as  is  required  by  Sub-sections  2  and  3.' " — {Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

\  ■      Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Col.  Nolan 1449 

Mr.  Tully 1460 

Mr.  Wyndham       1460 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1450 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  51  agreed  to. 

Clause  52 : — 

Mr.  Billon 1461 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  27,  lines  41  and  42,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  not  more 
than  one  yew's '  and  insert  the  word  '  no.' " — {Mr.  JHlUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  52  agreed  to. 

Clause  53 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  28,  line  4,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  \."—{Mr.  DiUon.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  Subjection  1  stand  part  of  the  danse." 


Mr.  Wyndham       

Mr.  DMo» 

Mr.T.M.Healy 

Mr.  T.  W  RwseU  (Tyrone,  S.) 

Mr.  Wyndham       

Mr.aSkee 

Mr.T.M.Hedly 

Mr.  Atkinson         


1451 
U52 
1452 
1453 
1454 
1454 
1455 
1457 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.T.M.Hetiy 1457 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  28,  line  87,  after  the  word  '  reconsideration '  to  insert 
the  words  '  on  any  question  other  than  one  price.' " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1458 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1468 

Mr.  TuUy 1469 

Mr.T.M.Hedly 1459 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  64  agreed  to. 

Clause  65  : — 

Mr.  Buteher  •••        .••  1459 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  29,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  Dublin '  to  insert  the  words 
'  (5)  The  espression  "  superior  interest "  in  Section  31  Sub-section  8 
of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  include  any  reversion  or  remainder  of  the 
Crown  expectant  upon  the  determination  of  any  estate  in  the  lands 
sold  to  any  person,  and  the  price  or  compensation  to  be  paid  in  respect 
of  the  redemption  of  the  same  shall  be  determined  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  Section  31  of  the  Act  of  1896  as  amended  by  this  Act  in 
respect  of  superior  interests  vested  in  the  Crown  expectant  on  the 
determination  of  any  lease  or  term.' " — (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

MrByichw 1460 

Amendment  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Butcher  1460 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  29,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  may,'  and  insert  the 
woid  •  shall.*^"— (ifr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  may '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1*61 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hetdy H61 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  30,,  to  leave,  out  the  words  '  Land  Commission ' 
and  insert  the  words  '  Judicial  Commission.' " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Butcher  ...         146S 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  35,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  » (8)  In  all  cases 
in  which  the  Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Eevenues 
are  parties  to  any  proceedings  in  the  High  Court  or  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, the  Court  or  Judge  shul  have  power  to  award  costs  to  or  against 
said  Commissioners.' " — {Mr.  BtUcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Atkinson         146S 

Mr,  T.  M.  Healy 146S 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  HoUse. 


Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  agwn  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Irish  Land-BiU. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 
Clause  55  :— 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  35,  at  the  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (8)  In  all  cases 
in  which  the  Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues 
are  parties  to  any  proceedings  in  the  High  Court  or  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, the  Court  or  Judge  shall  have  power  to  award  costs  to  or  against 
said  Commissioners." — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.T.M.Hedy 1466 

The  SoUcUor  General/or  Ireland  {Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin  University)  1466 

Mr.Bvtcher  1467 

Mr.T.M.  Healy 1467 

Mr.  JVyndham       1468 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  56  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  30,  line  6,  at  end,  to  add  the  words — '  (3)  The  trustees  of 
any  estate  sold  under  this  Act,  or  the  Public  Trustee  may,  after  liquida- 
tion of  all  liabilitiesj  on  the  application  of  the  landlord  or  his  representa- 
tives, advance  out  of  the  purchase  money  to  the  landlord  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  year's  purchase.' "—  {Dr.  Thompson.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Dr.  Thompson         1469 

Mr.  Atkinson  1469 

Amendment,  bj  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  56  agreed  to. 

Clause  57  agreed  to. 

Clause  5S  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  30,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  Land  Commission,' 
and  insert  the  words  '  Judicial  Commissioner.' " — (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words '  Land  Commission '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  1.  W.  Rustell 1469 

Mr.  T.  M.  HeaJ/y 1470 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Lonidcile  {Armagh,  Mid)       .^  1472 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  30,  line  29,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  and  in  no  case 
shall  the  redemption  price  of  the  superior  interest  to  which  any  holding 
is  subject  (including  the  cost  of  proving  the  title  to  such  superior 
interest)  exceed  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  advanced  in 
respect  of  such  ludding,  exclusive  (d  any  percentage,  payable  to  the 
vendor  under  Section  42  <rf  this  Act.' " — (Mr.  Lotudde.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1471 

Mr.  Flavin.., 1472 

Amendment,  by  leaver  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  B.)  ...         1473 

Mr.  Kennedy,  (WesbneaOi,  If .)     : 1473 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1474 

Clause  58,  agreed  to. 

Claoaes  59,  oO,  61,  62,  and  63  agned  to. 

Clause  64 : — 

Mr.Hemphai        1474 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  32,  line  7,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  and  any  such 
determinatiiHi  shall  have  the  effect  of  aoA.  be  subject  to  the  same  right 
of  appeal  as  a  final  order  of  the  High  Court' " — (Mr.  HemphUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 
Qoefltaen  pat,  and  agreed  to. 
Cbose  64,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  65 : — 

.  ,     Mr.  William  O'Brien  (Cork)        1476 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  32,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  seven,'  and  insert 
the  word  '  two.'  "—{Mr.  WiUiam  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  seven '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Page 


Mr.  Wyndham       

1480 

Mr.  William  O'Brien        

1483 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Ruisell           

1484 

Mr.DUlon 

1486 

Mr.  Wyndham      

1489 

Mr.Tully 

1490 

Sir  John  Colomb 

1492 

Mr.  O'Eellf,  (Mayo,  J!f.) 

1492 

r» .  A  _ 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Metropolitan  Streets  BilL — Read  a  second  time,  and  committ«d  for  this  day. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). — Resolution  reported,  "That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  make  further  provision  for  the  construction  of  Works  in  the 
tFnited  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to 
authorise  the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not  ex- 
ceeding £7,996,000,  as  may  be  required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  make 
provision  for  raising,  in  the  manner  provided  by  Section  5  of  the  Naval 
Works  Act,  1895,  the  sums  so  issued  by  terminable  annuities  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  30  years  from  the  date  oi  the  borrowing." 

Resolution  agreed  to.     Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pretyman,  Mr. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1494 

Naval  Works  Bill. — "  To  make  further  provision  for  the  construction  of  works 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  ekewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal 
Navy,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  266.] 1494 

PuBUC  Offices  (Dublin)  (Re-committed)  Bill: — Considered  in  Committee ; 

Committee  report  Progress  J  to  sit  again  this  day 1494 

Access  to  the  House. — On  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the  House, 

Col.  Lockwood  {Essex,  Epping) 1494 

Mr.  Beginald  Lucas  {FortsmmUh) 1495 

The  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Akers  Doughs, 

Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  1495 


Mr.  Speaker  

Adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


1496 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  TUESDAY,  7th  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with : 
North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  [h.l.]. 


The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 


1497 
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Beckenham  Urban  District  Oonndl  BilL— A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the 

Select  Committee  1497 

Wood  Green  Urban  District  Connoil  Bill.— Beported  from  the  Select 

Committee,  with  Amendments 1497 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Bill ;  Wigan  Corporation 

Tramways  Bill ;  South  Staflfordshire  Tramways  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Great  Northern 
Railway  Bill ;  Broadstairs  Gbs  Bill.     Beported  with  Amendments  ...  1497 

Wdland  and  Bel&st  and  Northern  Oonnties  Railway  BilL— Reported 

from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments         1497 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads  BilL— Report  from  the  Select 
Committee,  That  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the 
Bill :  Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with 1497 

Gheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill:  Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council 
Bill ;  Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Railway  Bill ;  Highland  and 
Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill.  Read  3*,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons     1497 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill; 

Load  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill.    Brought  from  the 
Commons 1497 

Kingston-upon-Hall  Corporation  Bill ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  JBUL  Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners       1498 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill[H.L.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to,  with  Amendments 1498 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers)  BilL— Reported  from  the  Standing 
Committee  without  further  Amendment.  The  Report  of  the  Amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next...  1498 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill 
(No.  IM) ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill  (No.  159). 
Read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners      1498 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill.  Reaid  3'  (according  to  Order),  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  1498 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3*  (according  to 

Order),  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...  1498 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  ^o.  9)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro^asional  Orders 
(No.  17)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  18)  Bill.  Moved, 
That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  Thursday  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2*;  agreed  to;  Bills  read  2' 
accordingly        1498 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No-  8)  Bill.— Committed.    The 

Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 1498 
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Local  Ctovemment-  ProTisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Gk>vernment 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  18)  BOl.  Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next        1498 

Local  Gk>Terament  Provisional  Order  (No.  16)  BilL — House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Amendments  made.  Standing  Committee  n^atired. 
The  Report  at  Amendments  to  be  received  on  ThurSay  next        ...         .^.  1499 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Bead  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        ...  1499 

Hamilton  Bnrgh  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional 

Order  Bill.    Bead  3' (according  to  Order),  and  passed        1499 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ANKTLOSTOMiAsia — Beports  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Mulvanv,  His  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  at  Dusselaorf,  and  Dr.  F.  Ph.  Koenig,  the  British  Vice-Consul,  on 
the  outbreak  of  ankylostomiasis  in  the  Westphalian  Colliery  District  in 
Germany.    Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      ...   1499 

HOLTKOOD  Palaob. — Beports  and  oorrespmidence  with  reference  to  the  sanitaty 
condition  of  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  House.  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
to  be  printed.    (No.  157)        1499 

Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870.— Eeport,  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
as  to  dispensing  with  the  consent  of  the  Borden  Parish  Council  in  the  case 
of  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Provisional  Order.  Laid  before  the  House  (puiBuant 
to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      ... 1499 

Motor-Oars  Bill  [h.l.]. 

Ilie  Se(Tetary  far  Scotland  {Lord  Baifmtr  of  Burleigh)      ...         1499 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  1'. — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

The  Marquess  of  Granby     1505 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1505 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum 1507 

TheEarlof  Mayo 1507 

He  Order  for  Second  Beading  was  then  fixed  for  Tuesday  next. 

Allotments  (London)  Bill  [h.!..].— [Second  Beading.]  Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Second  Reading  readl 

Earl  CarringUm  1508 

Moved  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — {Earl  Carrirtgton.) 

Lord  Kew/an 1509 

Lord  Tto^motM 1510 

Lord  Baifour  of  Burleigh 1512 

Ob  Question,  their  Lordships  divided :  Contents,  1 1 ;  Not-Contents,  50. 

Lunacy  Acts  (Ameadment)  Lmndon  BiU  [h.l.]— Second  RsADiNa.— Order 
of  the  day  for  the  Sec(»id  Beading  read. 

Earl  Carrington 1513 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — {Earl  Carrington),- 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {The  Earl  of  Halebury)       1515 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 
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Elementary  Edaeation  Amendment  Bill — House  in  Committee  (accord- 
to  Order). 

Lard  Baffour  of  Burleigh 1516 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment;   and  re-eommitted  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l.].— Bead  3*  (according  to 

Order)  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1516 

Quinea  Postal  Orders  Bill.— Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed      ...  1516 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Six  o'clock,  to  Thurs- 
day next  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  TUESDAY,  7th  JULY,  1903. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Privatb  Bill  [Lords]  Standing  Orders  Not  Prbviously  Inquired  Into 
Complied  With. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Beading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Oraeru  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. :— Shropshire  and 
Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  ...  1516 

Hampton  Oonrt  Oas  Bill. — Lords  Amendment  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  1517 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed       1517 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Pontypridd  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [Lords];  South  Iiancashire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — As 
amended,  considered;   to  be  read  the  third  time      1517 

Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).— As  amended,  con- 
sidered;  to  be  read  the  third  time    1517 

Oastleblaney,  Ready,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— 
Ordered,  That,  m  the  case  of  the  Caatleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Fjctension  of  Time)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  211,  236,  and  237  be 
suspendea,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  have  leave  to  appoint  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — {Mr.  Caldwell.)      ...   1517 

KinffSton-upon-Hnll  Corporation  Bill. — Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Kingston-upon  Hull  Corporation  Bill,  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {.Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  »nd  passed       1517 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
Bill — Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill.  Read  the 
third  time  and  passed 1517 

STAin>iNa  Orders. — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee. 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  North  Western  Electricity  and  Power 
Oas  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  (h^ir  Bill." 
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2.  "  That,  in  the  ease  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply 
Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  he  dispensed  with  That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Taflf  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lordsl,  Petition 
for  dispensing  with  the  Standing  Order  129  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Mountain  Ash  against  the  Bill,  the  said 
Standing  Order  not  to  be  dispensed  with." 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table    .; ••         •••  1517 
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Evidence  and  an  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  242.]         1533 

Lioensinff  Acts  (Scotlaiid)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill,  con- 
solidated from  Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  and  Licensing 
Acts  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade,  etc.,  with  Amendments. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  243.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
I  No.  243.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  2«7.] 1534 

Standing  Committees  (Chairman's  Panel).— Sir  James  Fergusson  reported 
from  the  Chairman's  Panel  ;  That  they  had  appointed  Mr.  John  Edward 
Ellis  to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  Bills  relating  to  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Legal  Procedure,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  consideration  of  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Lords], 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1634 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Mr.  Hat.sey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  ;  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
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Shipping,  and  Manufactures ;  Mr.  Black,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Charles 
Douglas,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Sir  Charles  Cayzer,  Mr.  Round,  Mr.  Eugene 
Wason,  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  and  Mr.  Young ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion :  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Dillon,  Colonel  Lpn^  Sir  William  Mather,  Mr.  Ailwyn 
Fellowes,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Garfit,  and  Mr.  O'Malley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1534 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingliam  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first 

time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  268.]  1534 

Irish  Land  BilL — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTMER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  chair.] 

Clause  65  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  32,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  seven '  and  insert 
the  word  •  two.'"— (ilfr.  William  O'Brien). 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  seven  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.O'Dmcd{Sligo,S.)      

Mr.  Thomas  O'Dofmell  (Kerry,  ir.)        

Mr.  Roche  (Galuxitf,  E.) 

Mr.  mniam  O'Brien  (Cork)         

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  IVyndham,  J)um)... 

Mr.  Charles  devlin  (Galwat/)       

Mr.  WUliam  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)  ; 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Tftojnpson  (Monaghan,  N.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  .32,  line  33,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (4)  The  County 
Councils  of  the  congested  districts  shall  have  the  powrr  to  nominate 
two  representatives  to  sit  on  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  three 
years,  who  shall  possess  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  other 
members  of  the  Board." " — (Dr.  Thompson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  K)       ... 

Mr.  ff Kelly  (Mayo,  N.)     

Dr.  Ambrose  (Mayo,  IV.) 

Mr.  O'Dolterty  (Donegid,  N.) 
Cohtiel  Saunderson  (Armagh,  y.) 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)      

Sir  John  Colotnh  (Ch-eat  Yni'mtU/i) 

Mr.  TuUy  (Leitrim,  S.)     

Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  Oilhooly  (Cork  Co.,  IV.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  65  agreed  to. 

Clauae  66  agreed  to. 
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Clause  67  :— 

Dr.  Ambrose  {Mayo  ]V.) loGl 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  5,  at  eiid,  to  add  the  words,  '  All  untenanted 
lands  which  Decome  vested  in  the  Board  shall  be  offered  by  them  for 
sale  within  two  years  after  they  shall  have  become  so  vested  in  psrcels 
to  tenants  or  proprietors  of  holdings  not  exceeding  ten  acres  in  area 
and  £5  in  rateable  value  each,  on  estates  adjacent  to,  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  said  lands,  or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  such  tenants 
or  proprietors,  then  to  any  persons  to  whom  the  Board  may  lawfully 
sell  land  under  the  provisions  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland) 
Acts.'  "—{Dr.  Ambronf.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1561 

Tlie  AUorwiii  Gmuncd  fm- Ireland  {Mr.  Wyiidluim,  Dover)'       1562 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  67  agreed  to. 

Clause  68 :  — 

Mr.  Tullg ...  1562 

Amendment  proposed 

"  In  page  33,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  thereof '  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  any  buildings  thereon.' " — {Mr  Ttdly.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tvlly 1563 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  ten,'  and  insert  the 
^         word'twenty.'"— (Afr.  ritKy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  ten '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  DiUon 1563 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  acres  in  area  and 
five.' "— <jVr.  DUUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  JVyvdham       1663 

Amendments,  by  leave,  \vithdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  .33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  ten  acres  in  area.' " 
—  {Mr.   fryndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dillon ...         ...  1564 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  33,  line  12,  after  the  word  'land'  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  to  any  sons  of  such  tenants.' " — (Mr.  Dillmi.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Mealy •1664 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr  ffMalley  (Ga1imy,Connemara)  1565 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  15,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '(3)  When  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  in  exercise  of  any  power  vested  in  them 
under  Section  44  of  the  Act  of  1896,  or  otherwise,  sell  any  parcels  of 
land  to  tenants  of  small  holdings  or  others,  the  cost  of  any  improve- 
ments other  than  the  cost  of  the  building  or  rebuilding  of  houses 
carried  out  by  the  Board  upon  any  such  parcel  of  land  pievious  to 
such  sale  shall  hot  be  included  in  the  estimate  of  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  the  same,  and  shall  not  be  payable  by  the  purchaser  thereof,  nor 
shall  any  money  be  payable  by  way  of  fine  by  any  such  purchaser  to 
the  Board  upon  such  sale.  (4)  The  Congested  Districts  Board  shall 
each  year,  out  of  the  income  provided  for  them  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts,  set  apart  the  sum  of  £40,000  for  the 
purposes  of  migration  and  settlement,  as  mentioned  in  Section  37  and 
Section  39,  Sub-section  1  (a),  of  the  Act  of  1891,  and  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  small  holdings  under  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  oy 
Section  44  of  the  Act  of  1896  and  this  section  in  such  proportions  as 
they  may  determine  And  in  ca8e  the  sum  of  £20,000  a  year  referred 
to  in  Section  35  of  this  Act  is  paid  to  the  Board  such  sum  shall  be 
applied  by  them  to  the  like  purposes  only.'  "—(Mr.  ffMalley.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  H^gttdham       1566 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Jchn  0' DonrwU  (Mayo,  S.) 1566 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  15,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (5)  No  advance 
shall  be  made  under  any  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  for  the  purchase 
of  a  holding  situated  within  a  congested  districts  county  iti  any  of  the 
oases — (a)  Where  the  tenant  does  not  reside  upon  the  holding  or  with- 
in one  mile  thereof ;  (b)  Where  the  holding  comprises  pasture  land 
more  than  50  acres  in  extent,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  is  suitable  for  the  enlargement  of  existing  holdings  or 
for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Sub-section  1  (a)  of  Section  39  of 
the  Act  of  189 1 .'  "—(Mr  John  O'Donnell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  rr,,ndham        1568 

Mr.  KVhride  1571 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  68,  as  amended,  ^reed  to. 

Clauses  69,  70  and  71  agreed  to. 

Clause  72  : — 

Mr.C/KxIly  l57-> 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  34,  line  11,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (2)  Where  any 
agricultural  or  pastoral  land  is  for  sale  in  a  congested  districts  county, 
and  the  vendor  is  a  person  who  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  owner  of  the 
•  land  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Part  1  of  this  Act  or  other- 
wise, the  Congested  Districts  Board  shall  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre- 
emption of  said  land.  No  person  shall  sell  any  such  land  to  any 
person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  Board,  or  enter  into  any  agree- 
ment for  the  sale  thereof  without  first  serving  within  the  prescribed 
time,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  upon  the  said  Board  notice  of  his 
intention  to  do  so.  On  receiving  such  notice  the  said  Board  shall,  in 
case  they  determine  to  purchase  the  said  lands  for  all  or  any  of  the 
purposes  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ([reland)  Acts,  serve  upon 
the  vendor  thereof  within  the  prescribed  time  and  in  the  prescribed 
manner  a  notice  of  their  intention  to  purchase  the  same.  The  said 
Board  thereupon  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  said  land  for  such 
sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  or,  in  the  event  of  disagreement,  may 
be  ascertained  by  the  Land  Commission  Court  to  be  the  true  value 
thereof,  and  the  sale  shall  thereupon  be  completed  in  the  same  manner 
in  all  respects  as  if  it  were  a  purchase  by  agreement  by  the  said  Board 
within  the  provisions  of  Section  72  of  this  Act.  For  the  purposes  of 
this  sub-section,  the  true  value  of  said  land  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
Ijand  Commission  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  a  tenancy  being 
sold  to  the  landlord  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1881,  subject 
to  such  variations  as  the  Land  Commission  may  by  rules  direct  If 
the  vendor  fails  to  give  the  said  Board  the  aforesaid  notice  of  his 
intention  to  sell  and  proceed  with  the  sale  of  the  land  to  any  other 
person  or  persons,  the  Land  Commission  may,  if  they  think  fit,  upon 
application  made  to  them  within  the  prescribeid  time  and  in  the  pre- 
scribed manner,  by  the  said  Board,  or  by  the  County  Council  of  the 
county  in  which  the  land  is  situate,  declare  the  sale  to  be  void.  In 
case  the  said  Board,  having  received  the  notice  of  the  vendor's  inten- 
tion to  sell,  shall  fail  to  serve  the  said  notice  of  their  intention  to  buy, 
then  they  shall  be  deemed  to  have  waived  all  right  of  pre-emption 
under  this  section,  and  the  vendor  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  sell 
the  land  as  if  this  section  had  not  passed.' " — {Mr.  0" Kelly.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  mUni 1575 

Mr.  Wyndluxm       ...  1578 

Mr.  Tomkinsott,  {Cheshire,  Crewe) 1579 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.) .1579 

Col.  Nolan...         .'.  1580 

Mr.  Flynn  {Cork  Co.,  N.) 1581 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  OBrien        1581 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  34,  line  17,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (3)  In  any  case 
in  which  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  the  County  Council  having 
jurisdiction  in  a  county  comprising  a  congested  districts  county,  shall 
be  satisfied  that  a  letting  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  pasture  or  an 
agreement  for  the  agistment  or  temporary  depasturage  of  land  within 
said  congested  districts  county  has  been  made  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1891  with  a  view  to  defeating  the  purposes  of  Part  II.  of  that 
Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  Board  or  said  County  Council  to  apply 
to  th«  Land  Commission  Court  to  have  said  letting  or  agreement  set 
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aside,  and  for  this  purpose  notice  of  such  application  shall  he  served 
within  the  pi-escrioed  time  and  in  the  prescribed  manner  upon  the 
rarties  to  said  letting  or  agreement,  and  the  said  Land  Commission 
Court,  after  giving  all  the  foregoing  parties  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  and  having  considered  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  may,  if 
satisfied  that  said  letting  or  agreement  as  aforesaid  has  been  so  made, 
make  an  order  declaring  same  to  be  void  as  from  the  date  of  such 
order  upon  such  terms  as  to  costs  or  otherwise  as  to  said  Court  shall 
seem  just,  and  thereupon  the  Congested  Districts  Board  shall  have  all 
such  powers  of  purcnasing  the  lands  comprised  in  such  order,  freed 
and  discharged  from  said  letting  or  agreement,  as  are  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts,  as  amended  by 
this  Act  for  the  purchase  of  lands  whether  compulsorily  or  by  agree- 
ment—(iJfr.  WiUiam  ffBrim.") 

ijuestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added?' 

Mr.  John  Redmnnd 
Mr.  Wyndham... 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

<nau8e  72  agreed  to. 

Clauses  73,  74,  and  lH  agreed  to. 

Clause  76  :— 

Mr.  Dillm 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  3,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  I."— {Mr.  Dillon.) 

<2uestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Atkinson         

Mr.  T.  W.  Efu»sU 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healj, 

Mr.  mUn*  

Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  T.M.Healy 

Sir.  John  Cokmb 

Mr.  Dillon  

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Beport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


1583 
1583 
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1584 
1585 
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EVENING  SITTING. 
Irish  Land  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee : — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHRR  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CiaaBe76:— 
Amendment  propoaed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  3,  to  leave  out  Snb-eection  (1)."— (Ifr.  Dillon.) 
VOL  CXXIV.    [FouBTH  Series.]  m 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand    part  of 
the  clause.". 

Mr.T.W.Rumll 1589^ 

Mr.  AtHnton         158* 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  N.)  1590 

Mr.  Dillon,  1591 

Mr.  Swift  MaeNeiU  (Donegal,  S.) 1591 

Mr.  fFyndham      1592 

Mr.  DtUon 1596. 

Mr.T.M.Htaly 1598- 

Mr.  Atkinson        159^ 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   35,   line   13,   to   leave   out   Sub-section   3." — (Mr. 
WyndhanC) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rwsdl 160O 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  36,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub-sectiom  4."— <Afr.  T.  IF.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland) 1601 

The  Solidtor-Oeneral  for  Ireland  {Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin  University)  1602 
Mr.T.M.  Heady 1605- 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DiUon  lOOT 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  one,'  and  insert  the 
words  'and  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien,  two.'" — (Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  one '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Wyndham     1608- 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

\mendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  superannuation  allowance  calculated  on  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  and  otherwise  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Superannuation  Acts,  1884  to  1887.'"  —  (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  wonis  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Dillon 160» 

Mr.  Wyndham       1610 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '(4)  The  Right 
Honourable  Frederick  "Stringer  Wench  shall,  if  he  is  nominated  as  an 
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Estates  Commissioner,  be  paid,  in  addition  to  his  present  salary,  a 
salary  of  £500  out  of  money  provided  by  Parliament.  (5)  Murrough 
O'Brien,  Esquire,  one  of  the  J<and  Ck>mmis8ioner8,  and  two  Estates 
Commissioners,  appointed  by  His  Majesty,  shall  be  entitled  to  super- 
annuation allowances  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Super- 
annuation Acts,   1834  to  1887."*— (iff.  fFyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.T.W.Rmsell 1612 

Mr.  Wyndham      1612 

Mr.T.M.Ueaiy 1612 

Clause  76,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  77  agreed  to. 

Qause  78  :— 

Mr.  BfUeher  {York)  1613 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  34,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  Provided  that  in 
the  case  of  a  holding  the  rateable  value  of  which  does  not  exceed  £20, 
no  appeal  shall  be  allowed  under  this  Act  except  on  a  question  of 
law.'**— (Ifr.  GUmcy.) 

<jue8tion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr  Wyndham       1614 

Mr.   Clancy  1614 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  78,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  79  to  81  agreed  to. 

Clause  82  :— 

Mr.  Tully ,         1614 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  other  than  a  domestic 
or  menial  servant.* " — {Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Pablic  Offices  (Dublin)  (Be-Oommitted)  Bill.—  Considered  in  Committee, 

and  reported,  without  Amendment.     Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed...  1615 

Day  Indiutlial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

for  this  day       1616 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  included  in  the  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]." — 
{Mr  Bonar  Law.)  1616 
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Gas  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  include  in  the  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]." — 
{Mr.  Bonar  Law.)         1616 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Copy  ordered,  "of 
Memorandum  stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Pro- 
visional Orders  included  in  the  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[horAsy—iMr.  Bmar  Law.) 1616 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional  Orders 
included  in  the  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]." — {Mr.  Bonar 
Law.)      1616 

Adjourned  at  eight  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


End  of  Table  of  Contents  to  Volume  CXXIV. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED    EDITION) 

IN  THE 

FOURTH  SESSION  of  thk  TWENTY-SEVENTH  P ARMAMENT  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  in  the 
Third  Year  of  the  Reign  of 

HIS    MAJESTY    KING    EDWARD    VII. 


I 


SEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION. 


I 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Mnnday,  22nd  June,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  BiO 
have  not  been  complied  with : — 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply— (Petition  for  Bill). 


The  same  was  ordered 
Table. 


to  lie  on  the 


Dover  Corporation  Bill;  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Bill.  Com- 
mitted. 

Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal 
Bill  [H.L.].  Commons  Amendments  con- 
sidend,  and  agreed  to. 

Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  Bill 
[h.i-];  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  Th.l.].  Read  3% 
&nd  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

VOL  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Read  3%  with 
and  re- 


Commercial  Gas  Bill, 
the  Amendments,  and 
turned  to  the  Commons. 


Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill. 
Read  3*,  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


Elementary  Education  Amendment 
Bill;  Out-door  Relief  (Pensioners)  Bill. 
Brought  from  the  (Dommons. 

Tramways  Orders  CJonfirmation  i(No. 
1)  Bill  [h.lJ  ;  (jhisand  Water  Orders  Con- 
firmation Bill  [h.l.];  Charing  Cross, 
Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill ; 
City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill ; 
Great  Central  Railway  Bill;  London 
(bounty  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill ; 
Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill; 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London 
and  North-Westem  Railways  (Steam 
Vessels)  Bill.  Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Stewart  of 
Garlies  {E  Galloway)  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com* 
mittee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of 
the  Earl  Powis ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 
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Gosport,  Fareham,  and  Cosham  Tram- 
ways Bill  [h.l.];  Brighton  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L,];  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.];  Education 
Board  Provisional  Order  C!onfirmation 
(London)  Bill  [h.l.].  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  liord 
Bolton  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Craw- 
shaw ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  7)  Bill :  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (Gas)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  Bills  reported  with- 
out Amendment ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived  ;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3»  to- 
morrow. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Vo.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order): 
Bills  reported  without  Amendment: 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills 
to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
Bill.  House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order^ :  Amendment  made  :  Standing 
Committee  negatived  :  The  Report  of  the 
Amendment  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 

Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4  Bill).  Read  3»  (according  to 
Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Naval  Works  Provisional  Order  Bill. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3"  to-morrow. 


Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2)  Bill  [h.l.].  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  The  Amendments 
proposed  by  the  Select  Committee  made : 
Further  Amendments  made:  Standing 
Commfttee  negatived:  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-moiTow. 


Reports,  Ac. 
PETITIONS. 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  SOVEREIGN 
AGAINST  TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

Petitions  for  abrogation  of :  of  Roman 
Catholics  in  Plymouth  (4);  Devonport 
(2) ;  Azminster ;  Barnstaple  ;  Bideford  ; 
Chudleigh  (2);  Buckfastleigh ;  Dart- 
moor,  Prince  Town ;   Dartmouth ;  Ex- 

j  mouth;    Honiton;  Ilfracombe ;  Newton 

I  Abbot  (2);  Paignton  ;  Sidmouth ;  Teign- 
mouth ;  Tiverton  ;  Torquay,  St.  Mary 
Church  ;  Totnes  ;  Bridport ;  Chidcock  ; 
Dorchester ;  Lyme  Regis ;  Marnhull 
and  Gillingham ;  Portland ;  Shaftes- 
bury; Sherborne;  Shottisbury; 
Staplehill  and  Wimborne;  Swanage; 
Weymouth;  Bodmin;  Camborne;  Fal- 
mouth ;   Launceston ;    Liskeard  :   Pen- 

I  zance  ;  St.    Ives  ;    Saltash  ;    Polperro ; 

I  Truro ;  the  Lizard  ;  St.  Cohimb  and  St. 

I  Magnam ;     and    (Gosport.     Read,    and 

I  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

I  DIVORCE  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petitions  in  favour  of :  of  persons 
I  signing  (30) ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
i  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


United    States    (Phila- 


TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  3001 
delphia). 
No.  3002. 
No.  3003. 
No.  3004. 
No.  3005. 


Bulgaria. 

Turkey  (Erzerura). 
China  (Nanking). 
France  (New  Caledonia). 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  16th  June 
1903,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Henry  Upton,  sorter.  Post  OflSce, 
London. 

CIVIL  LIST  PENSIONS. 

List  of  all  pensions  granted  during 

the  year  ended  the  3l8t  March   1903, 

and  payable    under  the    provisions  of 

Section  9  (1)  of  the  Civil  List  Act,  1901. 

FINES,  ETC.  (IRELAND). 
Abstract  of  the    Accounts    of  Fines 
accounted  for  by  the  Registrar  of  Petty 
Sessions  Clerks,  for  the  year  1901. 
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{22  June  1903} 


Reguhiionx. 


DOGS  REGULATION  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1865. 

Accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure 
under  the  Act,  for  the  year  1902. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP. 

(Special  Exception :  Overtime,  Christmas 
Card  making.) 

Order,  dated  18th  June,  1903,  made  by 
thd  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  with  regard  to  the  overtime 
employment  of  women  in  the  making  of 
Christmas  and  New  Year  cards. 

^Dangerous  and  Unhealthy  Industries.) 

I.  Report  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  by 
Chester  Jones,  Elsq.,  Barrister-at-Law,  on 
tbo  draft  regulations  (October  1902)  pro- 
posed to  be  made  for  factories  and  work- 
shops in  which  the  process  of  file-cutting 
by  hand  is  carried  on. 

IL  Regulations,  dated  19th  June,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  in  pursuance  of  section 
19  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
19J1,  for  the  process  of  file-cutting  by 
hand. 

Laid  before  the  House  ^pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  Table. 

MUMICIfAL  TRADING. 

The  evidence  taken  before  the  Joint 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be 
printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered  out 
«s08pt  to  Members  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  Com- 
mittee shall  think  fit,  until  further  order. 
(No.  124.) 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

*L0RD  HENEAGE :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
call  attention  to  the  present  Army  Regula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  Staff  College  and  to 
the  appointment  of  officers  to  Staff  and 
extra  regimental  duties,  especially  in  rela- 
tion to  officers  above  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  cavalry  and  artillery  ;  and  to  move 
that  it  is  desirable,  in  the  interests  of 
the  service,  that  opportunities  should  be 
given  to  a  larger  number  of  officers  to 
pass  thruugh  the  Staff  College  for  a 
shorter  period  than  at  present ;  that  {dl 
oflBcers  on  the  Staff  or  extra  regimental 
•duty  should  be  seconded  ;  and,  further, 
that  all  officers  should   return  to   their 


regiments  on  promotion,  or  on  the  com- 
pletion of  five  years'  Staff  or  extra 
regimental  service.  With  regard  to  the 
£rst  point,  that  of  the  entrance  and 
period  of  instruction  at  the  Staff  College, 
it  may  be  known  to  your  Lordships  that 
there  are  two  ways  only  in  which  officers 
can  enter  the  Staff  College-  the  first  is 
by  nomination  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  without  any  examination  what- 
ever, and  the  second  by  competitive 
examination  after  a  period  of  "cram." 
This  period  of  "  cram,"  and  the  two 
years  which  officers  have  to  stay  under 
present  circumstances  at  the  Staff  College 
mean  two  years  and  a  half  away 
from  their  regiments,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  rather  late  in 
the  day  when  officers  have  been  serving 
His  Majesty  for  nine  or  ten  years  that 
they  should  be  asked  to  go  to  school 
again  and  "  cram  "  before  they  can  go  in 
for  a  practical  examination.  After  all, 
cramming,  though  a  great  benefit  to 
some,  is  a  great  impediment  to  others. 
Those  who  are  able  to  cram  their  brain 
without  injury  to  themselves,  and  who 
are  rapid  writers,  get  an  advantage 
over  many  who  are,  perhaps,  practical 
and  good  officers  and  better  soldiers 
There.ore  I  suggest  that  this  period 
of  cramming  and  this  competitive 
examination  should  be  abolished.  I 
think  that  all  officers  who  are  carefully 
recommended  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  as  fit  and  good  officers  to  go  to 
the  Staff  College  and  likely  to  make  good 
Staff  officers,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go 
there  without  having  to  undergo  this 
second  schooling  and  this  competitive 
examination.  The  cramming  alone,  if  it 
were  abolished,  would  aare  at  least  six 
months,  but  I  should  like  the  com- 
petitive examination  done  away  with  also. 
I  also  think  that  the  two  years  at  the 
Staff  College  is  a  very  much  longer 
time  than  is  necessary  for  men  who 
ought  to  have  a  practical  knowledge 
of  most  subjects,  and  who  had  passed  a 
competitive  examination  before  they 
entered  the  Army. 

But  if  that  two  years  cannot  be  done 
away  with  in  all  cases,  I  venture  to 
suggest,  as  an  alternative  course,  that 
after  one  year  at  the  Staff  College 
officers  should  go  through  an  examina- 
tion,  and  those  who  prove  that  they  are 
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particularly  and  exceptionally  proficient 
in  ■peciai  subjects,  and  likely  to  make 
good  officers  for  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment or  for  the  Scientific  Departments 
of  the  War  Office,  should  be  allowed  to 
stay  another  year,  on  the  understanding 
that  they  are  to  leave  their  regiments 
and  to  look  in  future  for  appointment 
on  the  Staff.  I  should  also  like  to  see 
other  officers  allowed  to  go  to  the  Staff 
College  to  improve  themselves  in  subjects 
in  which  they  think  they  are  deficient 
without  having  to  undergo  the  whole  of 
the  course  in  all  the  subjects  set  down 
for  them.  The  present  system  limits  the 
number  of  officers  who  are  able  to  go 
to  the  Staff  College,  and  it  also  limits  the 
number  of  officers  available  when  a  war 
breaks  out  to  go  to  the  front.  It  is 
notorious  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war  nearly  every  officer  went 
away  from  the  War  Office  on  active 
service,  and  left  the  Department  with 
only  new  recruits  to  carry  out  work  of 
which  they  knew  nothmg  whatever ;  and 
it  is  very  creditable  to  the  heads  of  the 
War  Office  that  they  carried  on  the 
work  as  well  as  they  did  ;  but  1  think 
there  ought  to  beia  sufficient  numLer  of 
Stafi  officers  to  supply  the  requirements 
of  a  war  without  removing  those  officers 
who  are  so  much  needed  at  that  par- 
ticular moment  in  the  position  in  which 
they  have  acquired  most  knowledge.  In 
favour  of  my  propoials  I  will  quote 
words  from  Lord  Selbome's  eloquent 
speech  on  Naval  reform  in  this  House. 
Referring  to  "  competitive  examina- 
tions," the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
•aid  that— 

"These  words  have  been  inresled  with  a 
halo  of  infallibility  and  democracy  which  I  do 
not  think  they  in  the  least  deserve. " 

I  believe  from  the  cheers  with  which 
that  statement  was  received  in  this 
House,  that  your  Lordships  largely 
agreed  with  my  noble  friend.  But  the 
noble  Earl  went  further,  and  added 
that— 

"  He  was  not  afraid  of  a  system  of  nomina- 
tion carefully  guarded." 

Again  I  cordially  agree  with  him,  and  I 
assert  that  the  principle  of  education 
which  he  laid  down  at  that  time  as  good 
for  the  Navy  is  equally  good  and  up-to- 
date  for  the  Army.  Lord  Sel borne  laid 
Lord  Heneage. 
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down    in    clear    and    emphatic    terms 

that— 

"The  principle  of  sound  education  is  that 
all  useless  education  should  be  eliminated,  and 
that  officers  should  be  taught  what  they  must 
know  and  is  of  use  to  them." 

I  cannot  understand  why,  if  that  is  good 
for  the  Navy  it  should  not  be  good  for 
the  Army  also,  and  I  venture  to  suggest 
to  those  who  control  the  War  Office  that 
they  should  consider  the  plan  that  ba^ 
been  put  forward  by  my  noble  friend  for 
the  Navy.  I  do  not  believe  mysdf  in 
"cram"  work;  I  believe  that  what  i& 
crammed  is  very  easily  forgotten. 

This  system  not  only  limits  the  duly 
qualified  officers  both  in  peace  and  war,, 
but  it  prevents,  what  is  more  important^ 
that  constant  interchange  between  StafT 
and  regiment  which,  I  think,  would  be  a 
very  great  advantage  to  both.     It  is  laid 
down,  and  I  believe  it  is  still  continued  in 
the  edition  of  the  Royal  Warrant  for  this 
year,  that  Staff  appointments  are  only  for 
five  years,  but  everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  subject  knows  perfectly 
well  that  that  no  longer  refers  to  a  period 
on  the  Staff  after  which  officers  must  go 
back  to  their  regiments,  but  simply  to  the 
period  in  the  one  office  in  which  they  are- 
serving.     Once  on  the  Staff  is  always  on. 
the  Staff  now,  and  that  is  a  very  bad 
thing,  in  my  opinion,  both  for  the  StaffT 
and  for  the  regiments.    In  the  first  place 
it  prevents  the  regiments  from  getting 
the  advantage  of  highly  educated  officers- 
coming  back  to  them ;  and,  in  the  second, 
place,  it  prevents  the  opnions  of  regi- 
mental commanding  officers  and  others- 
being   made  known  to  the  War  Office, 
because  they  have  to  filter  through  thoee- 
who  know  very  little  about  regimental 
work.     The  principle   with    regard  to 
Staff  College  officers  is  not  adhered  to- 
altogether.    In  our  wars,  even  in  little 
wars,  regimental  officers  are  constantly 
called  upon.     Officers  who,  it  is  thought^ 
would  be  useful,  are  sent  out  to  Africa 
and  elsewhere  when   they  are   wanted,^ 
whether  Staff  College  men  or  not    Then 
the     halo    of     infaUibility    is    quickly 
abandoned;  it  is  only  with  regard  to 
snug    berths  and  soft    billets  at  home 
where  this  rule  is  inviolable.  The  officers 
on  the  Staff  have  greater  opportunities  of 
rapid  promotion  than  regimental  officers, 
and  they  gradually  rise  to  the   higher 
positions  at  the  War  Office  without  any- 
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▼eiy  great  experience  or  knowledge  of 
regimeatal  work.  It  therefore  makes  it 
all  the  more  desiraUe,  in  my  opinion,  that 
their  •ubordinates  ghould  include  officers 
who  are  in  touch  and  sympathy  with 
regimental  officers  and  men. 

But  I  do  not  desire  to  labour  this 
question,  ns  great  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  Military  Education  Depart- 
ment. I  turn  to  the  point  in  my  Motion 
with  regard  to  the  non-seconding  of 
officers  above  the  rank  of  captain.  By 
Begukktion  26  of  the  Royal  Warrant  no 
officer  above  the  rank  of  captain  can  be 
■eeonded.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
when  an  officer  below  the  rank  of  major 
goes  on  the  Staff  he  is  seconded,  and 
another  officer  is  promoted  to  take  his 
place ;  but  when  a  major  or  lieutenant- 
colonel  is  removed  to  Staff  duty,  his 
place  is  not  filled  up,  but  an  extra 
oaptainis  allowed  to  the  regiment  to  do 
the  duty  of  the  captain  who  is  perform- 
ing the  work  of  the  major.  This  may  be 
for  Treasury  reasons  ;  the  Treasury  save 
28.  a  day  in  the  case  of  cavalry  majors, 
and  3s.  6d.  a  day  in  the  case  of  battery 
majors,  by  not  filling  up  their  places  when 
the  officers  go  to  the  Staff.  These  officers 
are,  therefore,  deprived  of  from  £30  to 
£40  a  year,  for  the  years  they  are 
doing  major's  duty.  That  is  a  great 
hardship,  especially  as  these  officers  have 
great  responsibilities.  In  old  days  the 
regiments  were  entirely  bossed  by  the 
oolond,  the  adjutant,  and  the  riding- 
master,  but  now  every  battery  major  and 
♦very  squadron  major  is  practically  the 
commanding  officer  of  his  battery  or 
squadron  He  is  also  responsible  for  the 
paying  of  the  men,  for  the  drill,  for  the 
mounting  of  the  men,  and  for  discipline, 
with  an  appeal  only,  if  he  gives  punish- 
ment which  is  considered  excessive,  to 
the  colonel  commanding.  These  senior 
■oaptainsare  calleduponforyearsto  assume 
aII  these  respon.sibiiitie8,  and  perform  all 
the  duties,  of  majors  without  either  the 
irank.  pay,  or  p>08ition.  Many  regiments 
■s.ro  deprived  of  one  or  more  majors  for 
years,  and  these  Staffer  extra-regimental- 
•duty  officers  rarely  return  to  regimental 
-duty  again.  I  could  mention  cases,  but  I 
-will  not,  where  captains  seconded  on  the 
Staff  have  become  squadron  majors  and 
iremained  on  the  Staff  unseconded.  I 
•could  mention  other  cases  where  captains 
who  have  been  seconded  on  the  Staff  have 


come  back  as  majors  and  again  gone 
away  to  the  Staff,  leaving  the  captains  to 
continue  doing  major's  duty.    I  think 
this   is   most   unfair    to   the    captains. 
During   war  time  if  an  officer  is  taken 
for    Staff  duty    he   is    graded  accord- 
ing  to  the  duty  he    has    to   do,  and 
receives  pay  and  rank  accordingly.     Why 
should  not  the  same  treatment  be  given 
to  regimental  officers  as  is  meted  out  to 
the  Staff  1    I  think  this  is  a  suitable  time 
to  do  justice  to  regimental  officers,  for  I 
think  every  general  officer  and  everybody 
who  was  in  the  South  African  war  will 
admit  that  it  was  to  a  large   extent  a 
regimental  officers'  war,  and  they  can   no 
longer    be    considered  inferior  to  Staff 
officers.     I  ask  those  responsible  for  the 
'  Army  to  look  at  these  questions  with  an 
'  open  mind  and  not  to  allow  themselves  to 
!  be  ruled  only  by  opinions  of  Staff  College 
men ;  to  give  more  facilities  to  regimental 
I  officers  to  make  themselves  proficient  in 
any  subjects  without  having  to  stay  at 
I  the  Staff  College  two  years,  and  to  do  all 
i  they  can  to  promote  interchange  between 
'  regiments  and  the  Staff,  and  closer  touch 
between  the  War  Office  and  the  views  of 
'  regimental  officers. 

Moved  to  resolve  that,  in  the  opinion  of 

I  this  House,  it  is  desirable,  in  the  interests 

I  of  the  Service,  that  opportunites  should 

be  given  to  a  larger  number  of  officers  to 

pass    through    the  Staff   College  for  a 

'  shorter  period  than  at  present ;  that  all 

'  officers  on  the  Staff  or  extra  regimental 

duty  should  be  seconded ;  and,  further, 

that  all  officers  should  return  to  their 

regiments  on  promotion,  or  on  the  com- 

'  pletion    of   five    years'    Staff   or    extra 

'  regimental  service. — (Tht  Lord  Heneage.) 

'■  The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hard- 
wickb)  :  My  Lords,  I  can  assure  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  matters  to  which  he 
has    drawn    my   attention    have    been 

,  receiving  most  careful  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  the  military  authorities.  I 
would  remind  him  that  the  Secretary  of 

!  State  has  recently  created  a  new  post  at 
the  War  Office — that  of  Director-General 
of  Military  Education  and  Training,  who 
of  course  has  specially  to  deal  with  the 

'  various  matters  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  referred.  The  noUe  Lord  stated 
that  there  were  at  the  present  time  two 
means  ot  entrance  to  the  Staff  College. 
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It  is  a  small  point,  but  perhaps  I  might 
as  well  make  it  clear,  there  are,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  three.  There  is,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  competitive  examina- 
tion. There  are  twenty-four  vacancies 
in  the  Staff  College  each  year,  and  the 
number  of  officers  who  are  allowed  to 
compete  is  unlimited.  They  are  officers 
who  have  shown  ability  and  a  desire  to 
make  themselves  proficient  in  Staff  work, 
and  who  have  received  the  approval  of 
the  colonel  commanding  their  regiment 
to  their  working  for  this  competitive 
•xamination.  The  recommendation  of 
the  colonel  has  to  be  endorsed  by  the 
General  OflBcer  commanding  the  Army 
Corps,  and  he  submits  their  names  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  for  approval.  The 
second  means  by  which  oflBcers  can  enter 
the  Staff  College  is  by  nomination  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  The  Commander- 
in-Chief  nominates  each  year  eight 
officers  vrho  have  shown  themselves 
.specially  able  and  devoted  to  their  duties, 
and  he  can  also  nominate  any  adjutant 
whose  duties  have  brought  him  to  the 
front  in  connection  with  the  regiment  to 
which  he  is  attached.  Then  there  is  the 
third  means,  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
referred,  namely,  special  distinction  in 
Staff  work  on  active  service.  Of  course 
the  noble  Lord  will  understand  that  it 
is  only  when  the  opportunity  arises  for 
an  officer  to  distinguish  himself  on 
active  service  that  his  nam  6  can 
be  brought  forward,  and  that  in 
times  of  peace  those  specially  selected 
officers  do  not  get  the  same  chance  as  in 
time  of  war. 

The  noble  Lord  has  referred  in  terms 
of  disapproval  to  the  system  of  competi 
tive   examination.      He  wishes    to    see 
officers  allowed  to  pass  into   the  Staff 
College    without    having  previously   to 
cram,  and  infutherance  of  his  argument 
he  quoted  my   noble   friend  the  First  i 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     I  do  not  for  a  i 
moment  wish  to  suggest  that  every  word  j 
that  the  First  Lord  said  has  not  got  my 
most  cordial  support  and  the  support  of  i 
the  military  authorities,    but  I   would  I 
point  out  to  him  that  the  Navy  and  the  j 
Army  are  carried  on  under  entirely  dif- 
ferent conditions.    The  naval  officer  is 
practically  always  on  active  service,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  difficult  for  the  naval 
authorities  to  see  by  practical  observa- 
tion that  an  officer  is  doing  well  in  his 

The  Earl  of  Hardvneke. 


work.  On  the  other  hand,  the  regi- 
mental officer,  unless,  as  I  have  said,  he 
is  engaged  on  active  service,  does  not 
have  the  opportunity  of  showing  hi» 
capacity  for  Staff  work,  and  though  we 
have  a  system  of  nomination  for  officers 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
Staff  work  on  active  service,  we  are 
obliged  to  adhere  to  some  form  of  ex- 
amination for  officers  to  show  their 
capacity  before  they  are  allowed  to  pas» 
into  the  Staff  College.  If  the  noble 
Lord's  suggestion  were  adopted  and  a 
great  many  more  regimental  officers- 
allowed  to  pass  through  the  Staff  College, 
we  should  be  placed  in  this  dilemma,  that 
we  should  have  a  very  large  number  of 
officers  passing  through  the  training 
necessary  to  qualify  them  for  Staff  work 
and  we  should  not  have  the  Staff  work 
to  give  them.  It  seems  to  me  obviou* 
that  if  we  increase  the  number  of 
officers  entitled  to  claim  to  serve  on  tlie- 
Staff  it  would  be  necessary  to  largely 
increase  the  number  of  officers  employed 
on  the  Staff.  Otherwise  you  would  hav& 
officers  qualified  for  whom  there  was  no- 
employment,  and  that  would  not  receive 
any  favour  at  the  hands  of  the  o^cers- 
themselves.  I  would  like  to  inform  the- 
noble  Ix)rd  of  the  number  of  officers  who- 
have  passed  through  the  Staff  College  in 
previous  years.  In  July,  1884,  there  were- 
at  the  Staff  college  forty-four  students ;. 
in  July,  1889,  there  were  sixty-five;  in- 
July,  1894,  sixty -four;  and  in  July» 
1899,  sixty-seven.  The  noble  Lord  wilS 
see  that  the  number  has  been  steadily 
increasing  .  We  hope  shortly  to  be  alle- 
to  allow  eighty  officers  to  be  at  the  Staff 
College  at  one  time ;  and  it  is  under 
consideration  whether  or  not  it  would  be- 
possible,  with  the  accommodation  avail- 
able at  the  Staff  College,  to  increase 
that  number  still  further;  but  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  hold  out  to  the  noble 
Lord  any  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to- 
do  away  with  some  form  of  examination 
for  entrance  into  the  Staff  College.  The 
officers  who  join  the  Staff  College  are 
now  all  seconded,  and  though  they  are 
not  seconded  for  the  period  which  they 
have  to  devote  to  preparing  themselves, 
for  the  entrance  examination,  that  bag. 
not  been  found  to  interfere  greatly  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  regiment. 

The    noble  Lord    considers  that  the- 
course  at  the  Staff  College  is  too  long^ 
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He  thinks  that  it  would  be  better  if, 
instead  of  a  two  years  course,  oflBcers 
were  allowed  to  pass  out  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  having  made  themselves 
proficient  in  only  certain  subjects.  I  am 
afraid  that  is  not  the  view  that  is  held 
by  the  military  advisers  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  this  subject.  The  course  at 
the  Staff  College  has  lately  been  consider- 
ably changed.  The  experiences  of  the 
South  African  War  have  enabled  the 
authorities  to  see  in  what  special  subjects 
it  is  necessary  that  oflBcers  should  make 
them<!elve8  proficient,  and  I  would  point 
out  that  the  course  for  the  first  year 
includes  military  history,  strategy, 
tactics  and  administration,  topography, 
law,  and  riding;  and  in  the  second 
year  that  is  supplemented  by  the  study 
of  Imperial  defence,  reconnaissance,  the 
working  out  of  problems,  both  adminis- 
trative and  purely  military  and 
strategical,  etc  In  addition  to  that 
officers  have  to  make  tours  of  instruction, 
visiting  battlefields,  etc.,  under  military 
tuition,  and  they  have  also  to  go  through 
a  course  of  instruction  in  other  arms 
than  that  in  which  they  are  themselves 
employed  and  to  learn  modern  languages. 
It  is  not  considered  possible  that  this 
course  could  be  adequately  gone 
through  under  the  period  that  has 
been  laid  down,  namely,  two  years. 
The  noble  Lord  says  that  all  oflScers  on 
the  StaflT  or  extra  regimental  duty  should 
be  seconded.  I  admit  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  military  efficiency,  for  the 
argument  that  the  noble  Lord  advances, 
but  I  would  point  out  to  him  that  it  is 
not  a  matter  that  has  been  pressed  by 
the  military  authorities,  for  this  reason^ 
they  are  aware  that  to  give  effect  to 
the  change  the  noble  Lord  proposes 
would  be  a  very  expensive  matter.  They 
agree  that,  in  view  of  the  questionable 
advantage  that  might  be  gained,  it  W3uld 
not  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Army  as 
a  whole  to  take  a  sum  of  £35,000  out  of 
our  Military  Vote  to  carry  out  this  change, 
and  perhaps  to  deprive  some  other  branch 
of  the  service  of  this  sum  of  money. 
The  noble  Lord  is  particularly  anxious 
that  this  change  should  affect  only  the 
cavalry  and  the  artillery. 

*LoRD  HEJJ^AGE :  I  think  the  noble 
Earl  must  have  added  an  extra  "  0  "  to 
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the  figur&     It  would  not  cost  more  than 
£3,000  or  £4,000. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I  wUl 
give  the  e.vact  figures.  I  have  them  here. 
If  the  majors  and  captains  were  seconded 
it  would  cost — in  the  cavalry,  £3,400 ; 
in  the  artillery,  £4,300 ;  and  in  the 
infantry,  £24,100  a  year. 

♦Lord  HENEAGE  :  I  did  not  raise  the 
point  of  the  infantry,  because  infantry 
majors  have  no  work  to  do. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  Though, 
of  course,  it  is  not  impossible  to  mako 
such  a  change,  and  to  make  it  applicable 
only  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  I  am 
afraid  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
military  authorities  it  would  l>e  undesir- 
able to  distinguish  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  between  the  infantry  and  the  cavalry 
and  artillery,  and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
if  we  made  the  change  it  would  have 
to  apply  to  the  Army  as  a  whole 
and  not  to  the  particular  branches 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  refers.  Then 
the  noble  Lord  urged  that  it  was 
desirable  that  all  officers  should  return 
to  their  regiments  on  promotion,  or  on 
the  completion  of  five  years  Staff  or 
extra  regimental  service.  The  noble 
Lord  said  "  Once  on  the  Staff  always  on  the 
Staff,"  and  he  pleaded  for  a  greater  inter- 
change between  officers  on  the  Staff  and 
officers  serving  in  regiments.  The  noble 
Lord  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  his  sugges- 
tions have  already  been  adopted  by  the 
War  Office.  It  is  laid  down,  and  the 
practice  is  rigidly  adhered  to,  that  every 
officer  after  five  years  on  the  Staff  is  to 
go  back  on  the  completion  of  the  five 
years  to  his  regiment.  I  may  even  say 
that  the  appointments  are  for  three  years 
and  five  years,  so  that  after  three  years 
in  many  cases  officers  will  return  to  their 
regiment,  but  in  no  case  will  they  remain 
after  five  years.  Of  course  this  does  not 
apply  to  full  colonels  who  have  left  their 
regiment,  but  so  far  as  junior  officers  are 
concerned  they  will  always  retuin,  as  I 
have  said,  after  five  years.  The  noble 
Lord  further  a-sked  that  they  should 
return  to  their  regiments  on  promotion, 
but  it  would  be  impossible  for  officers  to 
return  to  their  regiments  immediately  on 
promotion.  I  hope  the  noble  Iiord  is 
satisfied  generally  with  the  tenor  of  my 
remarks,  and  that  he  will  not  think  it 
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necessary  to  press  his  Motion  to  a  divi- 
sion. Staff  officers  are  not  separate  in 
any  way  from  the  regimental  officers ; 
they  are  only  the  best  officers  coming  to 
the  front  by  examination  and  by  their 
desire  to  get  on  in  their  profession.  The 
services  of  regimental  officers  have  been 
recognised  during  the  late  war,  for  out 
of  some  2,000  rewards  given  for  service 
in  South  Africa,  1,800  went  to  regimental 
■officers  and  only  200  to  officers  who  had 
passed  through  the  Staff  College.  I 
think  that  must  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord 
aa  a  conclusive  argument  that  the  War 
Office  have  not  in  any  way  disregarded 
the  services  of  regimental  officers  who 
served  in  South  Africa. 

♦Lord  HENEAGE  :  After  the  explana- 
tion that  has  been  given  by  the  noble  Earl 
I  shall  withdraw  my  Motion.  I  only 
desired  that  the  question  should  be  fairly 
discussed.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl 
that  I  did  not  mean  to  infer  that  regi- 
mental officers  had  been  overlooked. 
Three-fourths  of  the  officers  who  served 
on  the  Staff  during  the  late  war  were  not 
Staff  College  men  but  regimental  officers 
who  had  been  taken  away  from  their 
regiments  and  not  seconded.  The  reason 
why  I  refer  to  artillery  and  cavalry 
majors  is  that  they  are  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  the  commanding  officers  of 
their  batteries  and  squadrons,  whereas 
the  rank  of  major  is  merely  a  titular 
rank  in  the  infantry  without  any  respon- 
sibility whatever. 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  HOLYROOD 
PALACE. 

♦The  Earl  ofLEVEN  and  MELVILLE, 
-who  had  given  notice,  "To  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  Mr. 
Fellowes,  representing  His  Majesty's 
Government,  is  correctly  reported  as 
having  said  on  21st  April  that  the  Lord 
High  Commissioner's  decision  not  to 
inhabit  Holyrood  Palace  had  come  as 
A  great  surprise  to  the  Office  of  Works, 
and  to  inquire  what  steps  will  be  taken 
to  improve  the  condition  of  Holyrood 
Palace  as  a  fit  residence  for  the 
Sovereign  or  his  representative;  and 
to  move  for  Papers."  said:  My  Lords, 
before  I  put  the  Question  of  which  I 
iave    given  notice,  I   would    ask  your 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 
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Lordships'  indulgence  while  I  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  it.  Your  Lordships 
may  remember  that  about  two  months 
ago  a  notice  appeared  in  a  leading 
paper,  the  Scotsman,  that  I,  as  His 
Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner  to 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  would  not  reside 
this  year  in  Holyrood  Palace.  This 
brought  about  a  storm  of  correspondence 
in  the  Press  and  speeches  in  Parliament. 
I  may  aay  that  the  attacks  were  almost 
as  vigorous  aa  they  were  numerous. 
The  correspondence  may  be  summed 
up  under  these  two  heads — first,  that 
I  have  deserted  and  abandoned  Holyrood 
lightly  and  without  due  reason;  and, 
secondly,  that  I  have  done  so  vithout 
communicating  my  decision  to  His 
Majesty's  Government.  My  position, 
representing  His  Majesty,  is  a  high 
one.  I  feel  that  the  right  place  to 
meet  these  accusations  is  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  and  I  should  like  to  be 
allowed  a  few  words  to  describe,  as 
far  as  I  can,  the  office  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  hold.  It  is  leas  well 
known  this  side  of  the  Tweed  than 
I  could  wish.  The  Lord  High  Com- 
missioner's appointment  is  an  annual 
one,  usually  made  about  the  month  of 
March,  and  his  duties  are  primarily  to 
represent  the  Sovereign  at  the  great 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  which  meets  every  year  to 
carry  out  and  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  that  Church.  He  opens  the  Assembly 
and  attends  its  sitting  as  a  rule  every 
morning,  and  he  continues  during  the 
whole  of  its  session,  which  generally 
last  about  twelve  days,  to  attend  until 
he  dissolves  the  Assembly  at  the  close 
of  its  labours. 

That  is  the  sum-total,  I  think,  of  his 
actual  duties.  But  in  addition  to  these 
actual  duties  a  great  deal  of  extra  work 
has  grown  up.  It  has  become  the  cus- 
tom to  entertain  very  large  numbers  at 
dinner.  Many  years  ago  it  was  a  very 
much  smaller  matter.  I  have  heard  that 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  the  appointment 
was  a  comparatively  lucrative  one. 
I  find  from  Dr.  Bamaay,  who  for 
many  years  was  Purse  •  bearer  to 
the  Lord  High  Commissioner,  that  in 
the  year  1852  a  relative  of  the  noble 
Lord  on  my  right  was  then  Lord  High 
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Commissioner  and  be  was  the  first 
to  get  leave  to  have  rooms  in  Holyrood 
Palace.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  been 
the  custom  to  entertain  some  leading 
men  in  the  General  Assembly  at  one  of 
the  hotels  of  the  town.  My  own 
Anoestors,  1  beUeve,  who  during  the 
I8th  century  were  there  for  over  thirty 
years,  went  about  in  Bath  chairs  and 
dined  at  pothouses  wherever  they  had 
an  opportunity.  Lord  Belhaven,  how- 
ever, got  leave  to  go  to  Holyrood,  and 
Ai  thi^  was  somewhat  further  off  than 
the  inn  at  which  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  entertain,  he  invited  the  Lord 
Provost  and  a  few  others  to  dine  with 
him  there.  That  was  the  way 
the.  dinners  began.  They  grew  in  the 
course  of  time  until  they  averaged 
between  300  and  400  people  in  the 
twelve  days.  But  by  degrees  that  has 
grown  and  grown  until,  when  I  had  the 
lionour  of  being  first  appointed,  some- 
thing like  1.200  people  came  to  dine  in 
the  twelve  days.  1  do  not  complain;  I 
Merely  mention  the  fact.  It  is  a  very 
pleasant  thing  and  I  enjoy  it  very  much, 
but  it  ought  to  be  understood  that  this 
\s  the  case.  In  addition  to  that,  we  have 
large  assemblies  in  the  evenings  which 
represent,  as  a  rule,  600,  700,  or  800  per- 
sons, according  to  the  number  of  people 
who  happen  to  be  in  Edinburgh.  That  is 
probably  about  the  sum-total  of  what 
the  entertainments  really  amount  to, 
but  your  Lordships  will  readily  see  that 
entertainments  of  this  size  require  a 
very  large  staff  of  servants.  They 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  a  very 
large  staff.  During  the  last  six  years 
my  household  living  in  the  house  has 
averaged  something  like  sixty  or  seventy, 
with  thirty  or  forty  more  who  are  there 
all  day  long  and  in  the  evening.  That 
puts  a  great  strain  upon  any  drains. 
It  is  not  like  an  ordinary  household  of 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  people. 

I  have  already  said  tha'  my  appoint- 
ment is  usually  made  in  the  month  of 
March.  The  General  Assembly  sits  in 
the  middle  of  May,  and  the  two  months 
which  elapse  constitute  a  very  short 
time  in  which  to  make  the  very  large 
contracts  necessary  to  carry  out  these 
entertainments.  I  therefore  gave  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  a  gentle  hint  that 
if  the  appointment  could  be  made  a 
little  sooner   it   would    prevent   rather 


serious  handicapping  of  the  Lord  High 
Commissioner,  who  has  to  make  these 
contracts  in  a  short  time,  and  is  some- 
times troubled  with  the  difficulty  of 
getting  them  done.  Consequently,  this 
year,  with  the  view  of  enabling  me  to 
make  these  contracts  more  eaaily,  I  was 
appointed  about  the  last  week  ot 
February.  It  was  not  until  the  17th  of 
March  that  I  happened  to  hear,  while  1 
was  in  London,  on  what  I  thought  was 
sound  authority,  that  there  was  really 
a  serious  question  about  the  drains  at 
Holyrood.  Within  half-an-hour  I  went 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Works  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  be  good  enough 
to  let  me  see  the  Report  wmch  I  under- 
stood had  been  obtained  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  drains.  Lord  Windsor  received 
me  most  cordially,  and  said  it  was 
perfectly  right  and  that  he  would  send 
me  the  Report  next  morning.  On  the 
following  day,  the  Ibth  of  March,  that 
Report  had  not  arrived.  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  go  abroad  on  the  19th, 
and,  as  I  did  not  want  to  trouble  my 
noble  friend,  I  wrote  an  urgent  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Office  of  Works,  Sir 
Schomberg  M'Donnell,  to  the  effect  that 
these  large  contracts  which  were  already 
being  negotiated  by  my  Purse-bearer  were 
hanging  in  the  air,  that  if  I  could  not 
go  to  Holyrood  they  must  be  cancelled, 
and  that  it  was,  therefore,  an  urgent 
matter.  On  the  19th  I  received  no 
Report,  but  I  got  a  note  from  Sir 
Schomberg  M'Donnell  in  which  he 
said — 

"  There  is  no  <langer  for  you  or  your  houRe- 
hold.  It  would  be  veiv  diiferent  with  the 
KiuK  with  hi-<  Court.  Under  such  conditioui 
the  e-xidiing  drainage  would  be  inadequate." 

But  as  I  have  something  like  seventy  or 
eighty  people  in  my  household,  and 
thirty  or  forty  more  there  all  day  long, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  even  His  Majesty 
could  not  fill  the  Palace  very  much 
more  than  I  did,  and  that  what  was 
quite  inadequate  for  His  Majesty  and 
his  Court  might  perhaps  not  be  quite 
safe  for  me.  On  the  19th  I  had  to 
leave  England,  and  I  wrote  again.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  my  noble  friend 
will  give  some  explanation;  but,  though 
I  continued  writing  first  to  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  and  then  to 
my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  it  was  not  until  the  30th  that 
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I  received  extracts  from  the  Report. 
Lord  Windsor,  with  the  kindness  which 
always  distinguishes  him,  telegraphed 
that  the  Report  should  be  sent  at  once. 
That  was  on  ii5th  March,  but,  as  I  say, 
I  did  not  receive  the  extracts  till  the 
30th.  The  matter  was,  therefore,  at 
that  moment  of  quite  extreme  urgency. 
Contracts  representing  £600,  X700,  or 
£800  were  hanging  in  the  air,  and  I  had 
to  decide  one  way  or  the  other  at  once. 
Sir  Schomberg  M'Donnell  suggested  that 
I  should  get  an  independent  Report.  It 
was  perfectly  impossible  for  me  to  let 
these  things  hang  up  while  I  got  this 
independent  Report;  moreover,  I  did 
not  see  why  I  wanted  an  independent 
Report. 

After  receiving  the  extracts  on  ,'JOth 
March  I  wrote  on  the  same  day  to  Lord 
Windsor  at  the  Office  of  Works,  and  to 
Ijord  Balfour  as  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
asking  if  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
convey  a  message  to  His  Majesty  to 
express  my  extreme  regret  that  I  could 
not  leside  at  Holyrood.  I  gave  them 
briefly  my  reasons.     What  I  said  was — 
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"  These  drainn  appear  to  be  very  defective. 
There  is  a  pul)lic  sewer  at  one  end,  and  they 
open  into  bedrooms  at  the  other.  Under  these 
nircamstances,  I  ought  not  to  put  a  great 
crowd  of  people  into  the  Palace." 

I  did  that  entirely  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility. Nobody  else  had  anything  to 
do  with  it.  That  was  on  30th  March, 
and  you  will  understand  my  surprise 
when  I  came  home  to  find  that  on 
2l8t  April,  three  weeks  afterwards, 
Mr.  Fellowes  was  reported  to  have  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Dewar,  the  Member  lor 
Inverness-shire,  that  the  question  of  my 
not  living  in  Holyrood  had  created  great 
consternation  in  Scotland,  and  had 
come  as  a  great  surprise  to  the  Office  of 
Works.  I  cannot  say  when  they  re- 
ceived my  letter  of  30th  March,  but  1  sent 
it  through  my  Purse- Bearer,  and  1  do  not 
think  he  could  have  delayed  it  many  days. 
At  any  rate,  the  letter  to  the  First 
Commissioner  was  despatched  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  same  way  as  the 
letter  to  Lord  Balfour  which  the  latter 
acknowledged  on  the  11th  of  April,  ten 
days  before  Mr.  Fellowes'  speech.  I 
think  Lord  Windsor  will  agree  that  I 
have  some  reason  to  ask,  first  of  all, 
what  was  the  cause  ot  the  delay  in  send- 
ing the  Report,  and,  secondly,  how  it 

The  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 


came  to  be  such  a  surprise  to  the  Office 
of  Works.  There  may  be  some  doubt 
as  to  the  precise  words  Mr.  Fellowes 
used,  because,  although  1  have  referred 
to  Hansard,  I  find  he  is  not  reported  in 
the  first  person.  But  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  his  words, 
because  I  find  it  from  several  speeches 
and  articles  which  appeared  afterwards. 
Mr.  Dewar  asked  the  question,  Mr. 
Fellowes  replied  to  it,  and  immediately 
afterwards  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Member  for 
the  Border  Burghs,  said — 

"  The  Government  say  they  are  very  much 
surprised." 

Mr.  Weir  said  the  Government  ought 
not  to  come  down  and  tell  the  House 
that  they  were  surprised,  and  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  said — 

"  Lord  Leven,  I  believe,  was  in  constant 
communication  with  the  Government," 

and  the  Prime  Minister  replied — 

"  I  believe  that  is  not  fo." 
On  22nd  April  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell 
brought  the  question  up  in  another 
place,  and  Mr.  Fellowes  replied ;  but  he 
did  not  retract  anything  as  to  this  great 
surprise,  and  there  appeared  in  the 
Scotsman  on  the  23rd,  an  article  saying — 

"  We  have  been  assured  that  until  the  un- 
official statement  was  made  in  our  columns  on 
I7th  April  no  Minister  or  G«>verniuent  Depart- 
ment had  heani  of  Lord  Leven's  intentions." 

I  have  Lord  Balfour's  acknowledg- 
ment of  my  letter,  dated  the  11th. 
The  Scotsman  on  the  23rd  went  on  to 
say— 

"  What  Mr.  Fellowes  does  sav  is  that  it  is  a 
great  surprise  to  the  Office  of  Works  to  hear 
that  Lord  Leven  is  not  going  to  reside  at^ 
Holyrood." 

The  same  paper  on  the  same  day 
said — ■ 

"Lord  Leven  forgot  the  people  and  he 
foreot  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  his 
colleagues.  ' 

Very  vigorous  language  was  used,  and 
I  think  it  is  fair  that  the  explanation 
should  be  made  as  publicly  as  the  state- 
ment which  was  made  in  another  place. 

I  leave  that  now,  and  come  to  the 
second  indictment,  which  accuses  me, 
without  due  cause,  of  having  neglected 
and  abandoned  the  ancient  Palace  of 
Holyrood.  In  many  of  these  letters 
and  speeches  it  was  stated  that  I  was 
thereby  insulting  the  nation,  showing  a 
most  offensive  indifference  to  the  Church 
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and  the  Assembly  over  which  I  pre- 
sided, and  violating  ancient  traditions. 
I  did  not  readily  leave  Holyrood  Palace. 
1  left  it  with  most  extreme  regret,  but 
in  the  face  of  the  Report  which  I  re- 
ceived I  felt  that  1  had  no  option  but  to 
leave. 

His  Lordship  then  read  extracts  from 
the  Report  showing  that  of  the  thirty- 
two  water  closets  in  the  Pa'ace  nineteen 
would  have  to  be  removed  or  altered ; 
several  of  these  were  in  the  walls  of 
bedrooms,  and  one  discharged  into  a 
rain-pipe.  Some  of  the  scullery  sinks 
were  also  described  as  defective,  and, 
apparently,  discharging  direct  into  the 
main  drain.  Reference  was  also  made 
to  unventilated  pan-closets  in  walls 
adjoining  bedrooms. 

Continuing,  his  Lordship  said :  Of 
course,  if  the  external  arrangements  had 
been  very  perfect  a  good  deal  might 
hare  been  done  by  vigorous  flushing. 
But  when  1  come  to  the  external  drains 
I  find  that  the  Report  states  that  the 
present  outfall  sewer  of  the  Palace  is 
built  of  rubble  and  very  imperfect,  that 
its  level  is  too  high  to  permit  of  a  safe 
fall  for  the  drainage  of  the  Palace,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  drains  very  quickly 
become  choked.  I  did  not  think  that 
was  a  house  in  which  to  put  four  or  five 
scores  of  people.  It  is  quite  true  that 
for  five  years  previously  1  had  lived 
there,  and  my  predecessors  had  lived 
there,  and  that  we  had  had  no  illness ; 
but  drains  every  year  get  a  year  older. 
Besides  that,  there  was  the  additional 
strain  upon  them  this  year  in  that  His 
Majesty  was  coming  to  Edinburgh  the 
week  previous  to  the  General  Assembly. 
You  will  readily  see,  therefore,  that  the 
danger  was  in  increasing  ratio.  I  do  not 
think  I  am  fairly  subject  to  any  great 
indignation  from  my  countrymen  or 
anyone  else  because  I  declined  to  put 
a  large  number  of  people  into  a  house  in 
that  condition.  The  number  of  people 
themselves  constitute  a  source  of  danger. 
The  scullery  refuse  alone,  owing  to  the 
enormous  number  of  meals  prepared  in 
the  Palace,  would  have  been  enough  to 
choke  most  drains  ;  however  efficient.  I 
entertain  at  regular  dinner  parties 
about  1,200  people  in  the  twelve 
days,  and  then  I  have  100  people  in  the 
house  during  that  time,  each  eating 
three  meals  a  day  at  least,  which  makes 


3,600  more  meals,  or  a  total  of  4,800  meals 
in  the  twelve  days.  Besides  that  there 
are  the  stables  and  the  military  band  of 
thirty  or  forty  men.  It  seemed  to  lue 
that  this  was  a  serious  matter.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  a  dangerous  thing  to  do,  and 
I  decided  at  once  that  I  would  not  do  it, 
and  I  communicated  my  decision  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  to  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity. 

I  now  come  to  quite  a  different  subject.. 
The  announcement  was  made  in  the 
Scotsman  of  the  17th  of  April.  It  was 
due  to  the  extreme  delay  of  getting  the 
Report  that  all  the  trouble  and  correspond- 
ence took  place.  The  news  that  I  was 
not  going  to  Holyrood  leaked  out  when 
the  contracts  began  to  be  cancelled.  The 
Scotsman  on  the  17th  sent  to  the  Purse- 
bearer  and  asked  for  an  official  announce- 
ment of  what  we  were  going  to  do — was 
I  going  to  be  in  Holyrood  or  not.  The 
Purse-bearer  said  it  was  impossible  for 
him  at  that  moment  to  give  any  official 
announcement  as  the  contracts  were 
not  completed.  I  suppose  the  Scotsman 
could  not  wait,  for  next  morning  the 
article  appeared.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
need  trouble  your  Lordships  with  the 
letters  and  speeches,  but  some  of 
them  were  rather  amusing  .One  man 
said  that  my  salary  ought  to  be  taken 
away,  and  that  he  was  sure  that  it  was 
from  motives  of  economy  that  I  did  not 
go  to  Holyrood.     He  said — 

"  Lord  Leven  ou^bt  to  face  typhoid  beoause- 
he  ig  p»id  for  it." 

I  suppose  he  did  not  know  that  my 
allowance  only  covers  about  two-thirds  of 
my  expenses.  In  fact,  I  really  live  at 
the  rate  of  £90,000  a  year  for  the  twelve 
days.     Another  correspondent  wrote — 

"  His  not  to  reason  why. 
His  but  to  sniff  and  die." 

A  third  said  that  in  dining  elsewhere  I 
was  violating  ancient  traditions.  Well, 
till  within  the  last  fifty  years  they  always 
did  dine  elsewhere.  Some  of  the  critics 
were  perhaps  a  little  vicious.  These 
correspondents  seem  to  think  that  their 
mission  in  life  is  to  go  about  stinging  and 
showing  up  people  without  any  particular 
reason.  They  remind  me  rather  of  the 
old  lady's  remark  in  regard  to  fleas.  "  I 
don't  object  to  fleas,"  she  said,  "  but  I 
don't  Uke  the  way  they  get  their  living." 
I  have  no  fault  to  fitid  with  the  critics. 
One  thing  is  plain ;  they  have  evoked  th» 
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national  feeling,  the  passionate  desire  that 
Holyrood  should  be  maintained.  That 
spot  throbs  with  historic  memories ;  there 
is  no  place  which  appeals  so  strongly  to 
our  national  sentiment  and  patriotism. 
On  the  site  of  the  ancient  Abbey,  a 
•cradle  of  the  Church,  a  sanctuary  and 
place  of  refuge  through  centuries  of 
strife  and  turmoil,  it  is  like  sacred 
^ound.  Beneath  the  shadow  of  that  hill, 
those  towering  crags,  the  landmarks  of  the 
capital,  at  the  foot  of  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  street  in  the  Kingdom,  still 
beautiful  in  the  quaintness  of  its  ancient 
homesof  Scotland's  nobility,  dominated  by 
.that  castle  whose  history  is  the  nation  s 
history,  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  stands 
splendid  in  its  quiet  dignity.  I  do  not 
plead  on  my  own  behalf.  I  ask  on  behalf  of 
.the  Scottish  nation  that  this  ancient  monu- 
ment should  be  maintained  and  handed 
down  to  future  generations  as  the  home  of 
the  Scottish  Sovereign.  The  Papers  I  move 
ior  are  a  plan  of  the  Palace  of  Holyrood 
House  as  it  now  exists,  along  with  full 
re()orts  showing  the  internu  sanitary 
Arrangements  and  water  supply,  and  the 
external  drainage  system  as  existing  to- 
day, and  a  report  showing  what  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done  to  make  them  good,  and 
a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost. 
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Moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House— 1.  A  plan  of  the  Palace  of 
Holyrood  House  as  it  exists;  2.  A  full 
report,  showing — (a)  The  internal  sani- 
tary arrangements  and  water  supply, 
and  its  external  drainage  system  as 
existing  to-day ;  (A)  A  report  showing 
what  is  proposed  to  be  done  to  make 
them  good,  and  a  detailed  estimate  of 
the  cost. — (The  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville.) 

*Thb  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Lord  Windsor  :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  say  at  the  very  outset 
that  I  regret  it  extremely  if  anything 
has  been  said  on  behalf  of  the  Office  of 
Works  which  should  give  the  impression 
for  one  single  moment  that  I  wish  to 
transfer  any  blame  which  ought  to  rest 
upon  myself  to  the  shoulders  of  my 
noble  fnend.  That,  I  am  sure,  he  will 
acquit  me  of ;  it  is  the  last  thing  I  should 
attempt.  But  I  think  that  he  really 
has  misinterpreted  the  answer  that 
was  given  in  the  other  House  by 
Mr.   Feliowes.      I    did    not    hear    the 

7%e  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 


debate  myself,  but  I  find  from  Hantard 
that  Mr.  Feliowes  said — 

"He  knew  that  the  question  had  created 
great  consternation  in  Scotland,  and  he  might 
say,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Works,  that 
what  they  had  heard  and  seen  during  the  laat 
two  or  three  days  had  come  as  a  great  surprise 
to  them." 

That  I  take  to  mean  that  the  con- 
sternation and  the  outcry  in  the 
Scotsman  was  what  occasioned  tne  Office 
of  Works  great  surprise.  The  Prime 
Minister,  too,  afterwards  said  in  the 
same  debate  that  it  had  never  occurred 
to  him  that  the  fact  that  the  High 
Commissioner  thought  it  safer  in  the 
existing  condition  of  the  drains  at 
Holyrood  to  live  in  an  hotel  would  be 
the  cause  of  an  outbreak  of  national 
sentiment.  That  was  certainly  what 
the  reply  of  Mr.  Feliowes  was  intended 
to  mean ;  but  if  the  language  was 
ambiguous  I  repeat  that  I  regret  very 
much  that  it  should  have  been  so 
interpreted,  and  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  any  justification  for  thinking  that 
blame  has  unduly  been  put  upon  his 
shoulders.  There  are  one  or  two  points 
in  his  speech  that  I  must  refer  to 
briefly.  I  venture  to  think  that  I  can 
I  show  the  House  and  the  noble  Earl 
I  that  his  grievance  is  against  the 
{  Scotsman,  and  not  against  His  Majesty's 
I  Government  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  with  regard  to  the  delay  in  giving 
the  noble  Earl  the  Report  upon  which  the 
Office  of  Works  acted  in  recommending 
that  the  state  of  the  drainage  in  Holyrood 
I  Palace  was  not  such  as  could  justify  His 
I  Majesty  occupying  the  Palace  during  his 
j  last  visit  to  Edinanrgh.  It  is  perfectly 
I  true,  as  the  noble  Ean  says,  that  he  saw 
.  me  personally  and  asked  me  to  let  him 
I  see  the  Report.  That  was,  as  he  explained 
I  to  the  House,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
I  abroad.  I  was  unable  until  the  next  day 
'  to  get  at  the  Office,  and  it  was  impossible 
I  then  to  part  with  the  actual  Report.  A 
I  copy  had  to  be  made  for  the  noble  Earl's 
,  inspection,  and  it  did  not  arrive  on  the 
I  Continent,  I  regret  to  say,  until  ten  days 
I  after.  It  might  have  reached  him  a  few 
j  days  before,  I  believe.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  there  was  any  delay  in  his  seeing  the 
i  Report.  But  he  will  forgive  me  for 
reminding  him  that  he  mentioned  in  a 
I  letter  to  me  that  he  had  heard  in  October 
,  last  from  Sir  Schomberg  McDonnell  that 
I  the  condition  of  the  drains  in  Holyrood 
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Palace  was  bad,  and  he  was  told  that  if  he 
vould  come  co  cue  Ofhce  of  Works  there 
was  a  Report  open  for  his  inspection. 

•Thb  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
VILLE: I  have  no  recollection  of  Sir 
Schomberg's  saying  anything  of  the  kind. 
What  he  told  me  was  that  the  drains 
vere  in  a  bad  condition,  and  I  urged  that 
they  should  not  be  touched  in  the  winter. 
I  never  heard  any  more.  I  thought  the 
drains  were  not  in  that  serious  condition, 
until  I  came  to  London  and  saw  my  noble 
friend. 

♦Lord  WINDSOR :  Of  course  I  quite 
accept  what  my  noble  friend  says,  but  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  at  that 
time  he  was  informed  chat  the  Report 
was  open  to  bis  inspection  if  he  desired  to 
see  it.     But  that  is  not  his  recollection. 

*Thk  Eakl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
VILLE :  I  cannot  say  absolutely  that  it 
was  not  so ;  but  I  have  no  recollection  of 
it  It  was  mentioned  to  me  in  an  off- 
band  way  at  a  dinner.  I  said  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  it,  and  thai  if  the  drains 
were  touched  in  the  winter  they  would 
be  sure  to  be  bad  again  in  the  spring. 

♦Lord  WINDSOR :  The  point  I  make 
is  that  this  Report  was  asked  for  on  the 
eve  of  the  noble  Earl's  departure  for 
abroad,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  copy.  Though  I  admit  it  might 
have  reached  him  a  day  or  two  before  it 
did,  still  it  was  only  a  question  of  whether 
the  Office  of  Works  could  have  got  out  a 
copy  of  the  Report  a  day  or  two  before 
they  actually  did.  What  I  do  wish  to 
make  quite  clear  to  him  and  to  the 
House  is  that  there  was  no  intention 
whatever  of  keeping  back  that  Report 
from  him,  or  of  concealing  it  in  any 
way  in  the  Office  of  Works,  so  that 
those  who  had  a  perfect  right  to  see  it 
<bould  not  do  so.  There  was  another 
point  in  which  I  do  not  think  the  noble 
Earl  correctly  interpreted  the  debate  in 
the  other  House.  He  referred  to  what 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  said.  He 
stated  that  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
had  asked  whether  the  High  Com- 
missioner had  not  been  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Government,  and  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  replied  that  it 
was  not  so.  But  that  is  tiot,  I  think, 
quite  the  correct  interpretation  of  what  I 


was  said.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
was  refe  ring  to  the  Lord  High  Com- 
missioner's knowledge  of  the  state  of 
Holyrood  Palace  from  the  fact  that  h» 
resided  there  for  certain  stated  times  for 
several  years  past,  and  Sir  H.  Campbell' 
Bannerman  said  that  what  had  beea 
urged  wa)  that  this  was  a  piece  of 
mismanagement  on  the  port  of  a  De~ 
partment  of  the  Government,  because 
Lord  Leven,  whose  knowledge  of  Holy- 
rood  Palace  as  a  habitable  house  waa. 
derived  from  the  experience  of  past 
years,  had  doubtless  represented  the- 
condition  of  affairs  to  the  Board  of 
Works.  He  said  that  no  doubt  while 
in  residence  there  he  was  in  constant 
communication  with  the  Office  of  Works. 
That  was  what  the  Prime  Minister  said 
he  understood  was  not  so,  and  I  think, 
my  noble  friend  will  agree  with  me 
that  he  did  not  complain,  when  he  was 
in  residence  in  Holyrood  Palace,  to  the- 
Government  that  the  condition  of  the 
drainage  was  bad.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  answers  which  were 
given  in  that  particular  case  were  other- 
wise than  perfectly  correct 

There  is  another  question  on  which  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word — the  question 
of  blanks  that  may  be  thought  to  attach 
to  the  Government  and  myself  repre- 
senting the  Office  of  Works  in  this 
matter.  I  think  that  if  this  is  looked  at 
calmly,  without  the,  shall  I  say,  irritat- 
ing effects  of  the  Scotsman  before  us,  we 
shall  see  that  it  is  impossible  in  the  case 
of  all  country  houses  to  alter  completely 
the  whole  system  of  the  drainage  each 
time  that  some  professor  of  sanitary 
science  discovers  some  newer  and  better 
method.  It  inevitably  comes  to  this — 
that  you  arrive,  after  a  certain  number 
of  years,  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
system  of  drainage  is  antiquated  and 
that  the  whole  thing  must  be  redone. 
It  may  be  said,  at  any  time  when  you 
arrive  at  that  point,  that  you  ought  to 
have  discovered  it  before,  but,  as  I  say, 
you  cannot  continue  year  after  year 
completely  to  alter  the  system  of  your 
drainage.  You  have  to  keep  it  in  good 
order,  and  go  on  with  it,  until  after  a. 
certain  time  the  newer  methods  have  to 
be  adopted  With  regard  to  the  upkeep 
and  maintenance  of  the  drainage  at 
Holyrood,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
complaint  to  be  made.     The  system  is- 
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antiquated.  There  is  a  new  main  sewer 
being  put  in  in  the  town  which  will 
«nable  a  better  outfall  from  Holyrood 
to  be  made,  and  though  the  Government 
considered  it  right,  after  the  Keport 
they  had  received  that  His  Majesty 
should  not  be  advised  to  occupy  Holy- 
rood,  they  had  taken  a  sum  uf 
money  in  the  Estimates  for  this  year 
lor  the  purpose  of  putting  the  drainage 
in  a  satisfactory  state.  My  noble  friend 
asks  in  his  Question  what  steps  will  be 
taken  to  improve  the  condition  of 
Holyrood  Palace  as  a  fit  residence  of  the 
Sovereign  or  his  representative.  We 
believe  that  the  money  we  have  got  this 
year  will  put  Holvfood  Palace  into  a 
perfectly  fit  condition  to  receive  the 
Sovereign.  The  work  is  t:>  be  put  in 
hand  at  once,  and  the  intention  is  to 
-complete  it,  if  possible,  by  the  end  of 
this  year.  Further,  I  may  assure  my 
nob'e  friend  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  see  that  the  work 
is  thoroughly  and  efficiently  carried  out, 
80  that  there  shall  be  no  question 
whatever  at  any  future  time  of  advising 
His  Majesty  that  Holyrood  Palace  is  not 
in  a  fit  condition  to  receive  him.  That 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government,  and 
in  those  circumstances  I  would  ask  the 
noble  Earl  to  refrain  from  pressing  for 
the  Papers  for  which  he  has  asked. 

The  Earl  of  ROSERERY:  My 
Lords,  I  have  some  diffidence  in  interfer- 
ing in  this  interesting  discussion,  but 
I  must  confess  that  the  statement  of 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  leaves 
something  to  be  desired  as  an  answer  to 
the  statement  made  by  the  Lord  High 
Commissioner.  The  First  Commissioner 
has  gone  into  generalities,  with  which 
I  perfectly  agree,  as  to  the  impossibility 
of  varying  a  system  of  drainage  annually 
According  to  the  views  of  any  expert  that 
you  may  consult.  But  that  is  not  the 
point  which  I  understand  was  raised  by 
the  Lord  High  Commissioner.  He  says 
that  nothing  has  been  done  to  the 
drainage  at  Holyrood,  and  it  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  you  cannot  annually 
vary  the  system  of  dr^^inage  according 
to  the  report  of  experts.  As  I  under 
stand  the  matter,  the  report  of  the 
experts  was  distinctly  unfavourable,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  that  we  shall  all  agree 

Lord  JFindsm: 


that  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  was 
justified  in  feeling  some  apprehension 
at  visiting  the  Palace  or  residing  in  it 
in  existing  circumstances.  But  1  think 
the  whole  gravamen  of  this  charge  hats 
been  missed  by  the  First  Commissioner. 
There  used  to  be  a  story  of  Lord  Holland, 
a  nephew  of  Mr.  Fox's — I  think  it  was 
the  third  Lord  Holland — that  when  in 
office  in  the  Cabinet,  and  any  thorny 
question  of  administration  came  up  for 
di.^cussion.  he  was  in  the  habit  of  saying. 
Fiat  experimentum  in  corpwe  vili.  Let  the 
experiment  be  tried  in  Scotland  before 
going  any  further.  I  think  that  the 
real  pting  of  what  has  occurred 
in  the  Lord  High  Commissioner's  mind, 
is  that  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  be 
the  tile  corpus  on  which  the  experiment  of 
residence  in  Holyr'Kxl  should  be  tried, 
under  the  somewhat  unfavourable  condi- 
tions he  has  described  with  so  much 
minuteness,  and  I  doubt  not  with  so 
much  accuracy.  I  do  not  want  to  lay 
too  much  stress  on  the  informal  note  of 
Sir  Schomberg  McDonnell,  but  it  was 
certainly  almost  brutal  in  its  frankness 
with  reference  to  the  possibility  of  my 
noble  friend  residing  in  Holyrood  and  the 
impossibility  of  His  Majesty  going  there 
with  his  Court  I  think  that  is  the  real 
case  that  the  First  Commissioner  has  to 
meet.  The  truth  of  the  whole  matter  is 
this — that  if  the  Lord  High  Commissioner 
had  had  time  to  make  his  own  annoimce- 
ment  in  his  own  way,  things  would  have 
gone  very  differently.  I  cannot  answer 
for  the  Scotsman  newspaper  here.  I  am 
not  qualified  to  act  in  its  defence,  but  I 
quite  agree  with  my  noble  friend  that  its 
hand  falls  uncommonly  heavy  on  those 
whom  it  wished  to  smite.  No  one  can 
speak  with  more  painful  experience  than 
myself,  but  I  quite  agree  with  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  cannot  be  responsible  for 
the  truculent  nature  of  their  own  organ  in 
Scotland.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  inspired  its 
phUlippics  against  my  noble  friend  the 
Lord  High  Commissioner.  I  could  have 
wished  in  the  interests  of  this  historic 
Palace,  that  we  could  have  heard  less  of 
the  seamier  and  darker  side  of  the 
arrangements  of  that  edifice,  but  it  was 
necessary,  for  the  proof  of  my  noble 
friend's  case,  and  I  trust  with  all  my 
heart  that  the  discussion  may  result  in 
the  consummation  he  so  devotitly  wishes. 
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to  render  the  Palace  suflSciently  cleanly 
and  healthy  for  the  residence  of  the  Lord 
High  Commissioner  next  year. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My  Lords, 
I  certainly  should  not  have  risen  but  for 
the  final  challenge  of  the  noble  Earl  who  | 
has  just  sat   down.     I  think,  if  I   may  ! 
venture  to  say  so,  that  he   misses  one  I 
point  in  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  { 
OflBce  of  Works  in  regard  to  this  matter,  j 
The  state  of  Holyrood  wm  found  in  the  : 
course  of  the  winter  to  be  not  satisfactory. 
I  need  not  go   further  into  the  matter, 
because  I  think  it  was  admitted  by  every- 
body that  it  was  not  entirely  satisfactory. 
It  was  impossible  to  take  it  in  hand,  as  I 
understand,  early  in  the  winter  for  two 
reasons.     In  the  first  place,  nothing  of 
the    magnitude  required   could  be  done 
until  the  House  of  Commons  had  voted 
the   necessary  supphes  for  the  purpose, 
and  therefore  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
to  do  the  work  before  the  time  when  the 
Lord  High  Commissioner  had  to  take  up 
his  residence  in  Holyrood.     It  was  also,  I 
understand,  physically  impossible  to  get 
such  work  as  was  necessary  completed 
before  the  date  fixed  for  His  Majesty's 
visit  to  Scotland.     His  Majesty  was  not 
going  to  reside  in  Holyrood  for  the  reasons 
which  were  announced  at  the  time,  and  it 
wotJd  obviously  not  have  been  wise  to  be 
digging  at  the  drains  at  the  time,  and 
while  there  were  Courts  and  levees  going 
■on  there.     The  noble  Earl  put  his  finger 
upon  the  real  cause  of  the  outcry  when 
ha  indicated  that  if  a  jndicious  and  frank 
announcement   had    been    made   of  the 
reason  why  the  Lord  High  Commissioner 
had  resolved  not  to  reside  in  Holyrood 
this    year  at  a  sufficiently  early  date, 
Tio     strong    feeling   would    have     been 
■evinced     m     regard    to     the     matter. 
Perhaps  I  may  venture  to  say,  as  my 
noble  friend  the  Lord  High  Commissioner 
mentioned   my  name  in  his   statement, 
that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  oflScially  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  noble  Earl's 
Appointment ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  my- 
self with  Holyrood,  nor  ha\'e  I  any  sort 
•of  control,  official  or  otherwise,  over  the 
place  where  the  Lord  High  Commissioner 
resides.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  my 
noble  friend  left  a  letter  for  me  to  be 
delivered  after  he  had  gone  abroad,  stating 
that  he  could  not  reside  in  Holyrood. 
But  my  noble  friend  will  bear  me  out 


when  I  say  that  the  moment  I  heard  of 
his  decision  I  telegraphed  to  him  urging 
that  a  proper  announcement  should  be 
made,  and   warning  him  that  unless  that 
was    done,    a    considei'able    amount    of 
feeling  would  arise.     I  ventured  to  say 
that  if  it  had  been  frankly  announced 
on  the    part  of   the  Lord  High  Com- 
missioner, either  directly  or  through  his 
Purse-bearer,  that  in  the  circumstances, 
and  for   this  year  only,  he  could  not 
occupy   Holyrood,    nothing    would    be 
said  about  it  at  all.    But  there  was  a 
sort    of    vague   apprehension,    perhaps 
stimulated  by  interested  persons,    that 
this  was  part   of  a  consistent  policy  to 
abandon  Holyrood- altogether,  and  this 
gave  a  certain  amount  of  force  to  the 
outcry  and    the    agitation.       I    know 
perfectly  well  that  the  Lord  High  Com- 
missioner had  no  such  intention,  because 
he  knows  as  well  as  I  do  what  Scottish 
sentiment  in  regard  to  Holyrood  is,  and 
thit  such  a  thing  would  not  have  been 
tolerated.      I   think    a   great    deal    has 
been  made  by  the  noble  Earl  of  a  certain 
amount  of    newspaper  correspondence, 
which  after  this  lapse  of  time  it  was 
hardly  worth  while  to  dig  up  from  the 
obscurity  into  which  it  had  gone.    But 
he  has  liberated  his  soul,  and,  therefore, 
I  hope  the  matter  will  end.    But  I  repeat 
what  I  began  by  saying,  that  the  noble 
Earl  of  Rosebery  was,  I  think,  absolutely 
correct  when  he  said  that  if  a  judicious 
announcement  had  been  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  «t 
I  the  moment  it  was  first  decided  not  to 
I  occupy  Holyrood  Palace  this  year,   we 
I  should  never   have   heard    of   a   tenth 
part  of  the  correspondence  which   has 
I  taken  place  in    regard   to    it.     I   am 
i  authorised  to  repeat,  if  there  should  be 
any  doubt  about  it,  that  I  know  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Office  of  Works 
to  do  all  they  can   to   put   Holyrood 
Palace   into    a  thoroughly  satisfactory 
state  of  sanitation     I  hope  the  House 
will  allow  the  matter  to  rest  tliere,  and 
that  my  noble  friend,  who  has  indicated 
his  intention  to  move  for  Papers,  will 
not  at  any   rate  at  present   press   the 
Motion  further. 

♦The  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
VILLE: I  need  hardly  say  that  it  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  I  accept  the  ex- 
planation of  Lord  Windsor,  that  it  was 
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not  intended  to  convey  the  impression 
that  I  had  not  communicated  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  or  to  him  any 
intention  not  to  reside  at  Holyrood. 
As  to  blame,  I  do  not  think  any  excuse 
was  needed  for  not  having  repaired  the 
drains  since  they  were  found  faulty  in 
October  of  last  year.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  effected  such  work 
properly  during  the  winter  months ; 
in  my  opinion  it  would  have  been 
perfect  madness.  I  never  imputed 
any  blame  to  the  Office  of  Works 
for  not  attempting  what  I  think  it 
would  have  been  a  most  imprudent 
thing  to  da  I  accept  with  great  frank- 
ness my  noUe  friend's  assurance.  Lord 
Balfour  seemed  to  imply  that  I  ought 
to  have  made  an  official  announcement 
in  time,  that  I  was  not  going  to  reside 
in  Holyrood,  but  if  he  will  go  back  to 
the  dates  he  will  find  that  it  was  not 
possible.  I  was  away  and  my  Purse- 
bearer  could  not  be  expected  to  state 
officially  that  I  was  not  going  to  reside 
in  Holyrood,  unless  he  was  in  a  position 
to  state  where  I  was  going  to  stay.  It 
was  quite  impossible  that  he  could  make 
any  announcement  until  the  contracts 
were  complete.  Upon  the  assurance 
which  has  been  given  I  will  not  press 
for  Papers.  The  Government  have 
promised  to  put  the  drainage  right, 
and  I  think  they  had  better. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 

MOTOR  TKAFFIC. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN,  who 
had  a  Question  on  the  Paper  "  to  ask  when 
it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  Bill  dealing 
with  the  regulation  of  motor  traffic,"  said  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  been  asked  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  postpone  this  Question  because  the 
matter  is  going  to  be  considered  at  once 
by  the  Government.  I  will  therefore 
defer  the  Question  until  Thursday  next. 

Question  (by  leave  of  the  House)  post- 
poned. 

BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Seconh  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Leven  and  MehiUe. 


Lord  BELPER  :  My  Lords,  the  Bill 
which  I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
read  a  second  time  is  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  powers  for  the  founding  of  two 
new  Bishoprics,  the  Bishopric  m  South- 
wark  and  the  Bishopric  of  Birmingham. 
I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  that 

girt  of  the  Bill  which  deals  with  the 
ishopric  of  Southwark  is  identical  with 
the  Bill  which  has  passed  your  Lordships' 
House  on  two  previous  occasions.  The 
diocese  of  Rochester,  as  it  is  at  present 
constituted,  is  not  only  unwieldy  with 
regard  to  its  poptdation,  but  most  incon- 
venient as  to  its  area  and  for  all  purposes 
of  organisation.  It  is  separated  into  two 
sections  differing  very  much  as  to  the 
conditions  of  their  population.  One  part 
consists  of  the  South  London  Parishes 
and  the  Suburban  and  County  Districts 
of  East  and  Mid  Surrey,  and  the  other  of 
Gravesend,  Rochester,  and  Chatham,  and 
between  these  two  portions  runs  part  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury.  The  present 
population  of  the  whole  diocese  i» 
2,250,000.  The  Bill  proposes  that  the 
populous  district  of  the  diocese  in  South 
London,  with  a  population  of  about 
2,000,000,  should  be  formed  into  the  new 
Bishopric  of  Southwark.  The  present 
difficulties  are  also  somewhat  accentuated 
by  the  fact  that  the  residence  of 
the  Bishop  is  in  South  London^ 
whilst  the  cathedral  is  in  Rochester. 
The  other  part  of  the  diocese  will 
have  added  to  it  a  small  portion  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  and  will,  I 
understand,  with  that  addition  have  a 
population  of  about  400,000.  It  is  also 
proposed  that  the  existing  residence  of 
the  Bishop  of  Rochester  should  become 
the  residence  of  the  Bishop  of  South- 
wark. 

With  regard  to  the  new  Bishopric  of 
Birmingham  it  is  proposed  to  constitute 
it  of  parishes  taken  from  the  dioceses  of 
Worcester  and  Lichfield.  The  diocese  of 
Worcester  now  contains  a  population  of 
1,400,000  and  comprises  600  parishes, 
many  of  them  very  populous.  The 
population  of  the  diocese  of  Lichfield  ia 
about  the  same,  and  it  contains  475 
parishes.  I  believe  the  area  taken  from 
the  diocese  of  Worcester  is  one-third  of 
the  whole  area  of  the  diocese  and  a  still 
larger  proportion  of  the  population,  and 
it  will  be  recognised  that  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  population  of  that  important 
area  could  be  much  more  Cimveniently 
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met  by  the  formation  of  the  new-  diocese. 
The  wishes  of  the  locality  are  shown  in 
the  fact  that  already  a  very  larj^e  sum 
of  money  has  been  subscribed  to  establish 
a  fund  for  the  new  Bishopric  of  Birming- 
ham. I  believe  there  has  already  been 
subscribed  £92,000  out  of  the  total  sum 
required,  namely,  £110,000.  The  Bill 
revives  the  provisions  of  the  Bishoprics 
Act,  1878.  Under  that  Act  the  Bishoprics 
of  Liverpool,  Newcastle  and  others  were 
founded,  and  authority  was  given  for  the 
'establishment  of  a  Bishopric  Endowment 
Fund  for  each  of  the  new  Sees,  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  being  re- 
quired to  hold  those  funds  for  the  special 
purposes  for  which  they  are  to  be  used. 
Tiiese  two  Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and 
Birmingham  may  be  founded  under  that 
Act  by  an  order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council 
«s  soon  as  the  endowment  funds  are 
reached,  and  I  believe  it  is  laid  down 
that  the  incomes  must  amount  to 
jE3,500  a  year.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  incidental  questions  with 
which  I  might  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  I  will  content  myself  by 
saying  that  the  new  Bishoprics  proposed 
in  this  Bin  have  the  approval  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  of  the 
right  rev.  Prelates  whose  dioceses 
are  afiFected,  and  who  will  deal  with  any 
<luestion,  of  detail  that  may  arise  at  this 
or  any  subsequent  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
tl-^—iLordBelper.) 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords,  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard 
to  this  Bill  on  behalf  of  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Spencer.  The  noble  Lord,  Earl 
Spencer,  asked  on  Friday  that  this  Bill 
should  be  postponed  till  to-day,  because 
it  deals  with  a  subject  in  which  he  takes 
great  interest,  and  he  felt  that  he  had 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  master  the 
details  of  it.  Unfortunately,  Lord 
Spencer  is  not  able  to  be  here  to-day. 
He  is  kept  at  home,  having  been  over- 
taken by  the  gravest  family  anxiety,  in 
which  I  am  sure  he  has  your  Lordships' 
deepest  sympathy.  I  think  it  right  to 
say  that  Lord  Spencer  had  no  intention 
of  opposing  the  Second  Reading  or  of 
thwarting  the  Bill  in  any  way,  but  there 
were  details  he  wished  to  criticise  and 
there    was   one   considerable    point    of 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sbribs.] 


policy  which  he  desired  to  raise.  That 
point,  briefly,  was  whether  it  was  wise 
to  create  two  new  Bishoprics  and  endow 
them  with  considerable  revenues  at  a 
time  when  the  incomes  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England  are  extremely  small  owing 
largely  to  agricultural  depression  and  the 
fall  in  the  tithe-rent  charge.  It  did  seem 
to  him  that  it  was  desirable  to  conside 
carefully  whether  in  those  circumstances 
this  was  a  happy  time  to  create  two  new 
Bishoprics  and  to  give  them,  I  do  not 
say  excessive  but  certainly  large  in- 
comes, when  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  Church  are  receiving  such  small 
stipends.  That  was  the  main  point  my 
noble  friend  wished  to  raise,  and  I  think 
I  have  sufficiently  served  the  purpose  by 
shortly  stating  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
some  right  rev.  Prelate  will  have  a 
word  to  ^ay  on  the  subject. 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  this  Bill.  Twenty- 
six  years  have  passed  3ince  I  began,  in 
the  very  subordinate  capacity  of  secre- 
tary to  a  committee  on  this  subject,  to 
deal  with  the  almost  unsolvable  problem 
of  how  to  divide  up  the  dioceses 
of  Rochester,  Canterbury,  Winchester, 
and  St  Albans  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
produce  the  best  possible  results  with 
the  minimum  of  inconvenience.  The 
problem  is,  I  say  without  reserve,  the 
most  difficult  among  the  problems  of 
that  kind  with  which  I  have  ever  had 
to  do.  Anyone  who  examines  a  map 
on  which  the  formation  of  the  diocese 
of  Rochester  is  marked,  must  wonder 
how  any  bishop,  even  if  he  possess  all 
the  energy  and  devotion  of  my  right 
rev.  brother  who  now  presides  over 
the  diocese,  has  found  it  possible 
to  work  it.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
solution  of  the  problem  contained  in  the 
Bill  is  the  best  that  could  be  arrived  at 
in  the  circumstances.  I  am  less  per- 
sonally conversant  with  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Birmingham,  but  for  many 
years  it  has  been  the  universal  opinion 
of  those  best  qualified  to  judge,  that  a 
new  diocese,  with  Birmingham  as  its 
centre,  is  absolutely  necessary.  That 
that  should  now  be  possible,  thanks 
to  the  munificence  of  the  people  of 
Birmingham,  is  gratifying   to   all  who 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


35  Bishtqnics  of  Southwark  {LORDS} 


and  Birmingham  Bill. 


se 


have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  Church 
in    the    Midlands.    I    should    entirely 
share  in  the  opinion  put  forward  by  the 
noble  Lord  on  behalf  of  Earl  Spencer — 
the  cause  of  whose  absence  we  all  deeply 
regret  —  if   the    money    for    the    new 
Bishopric     was    being    provided    from 
sources  available  for  the  other  purposes 
to  which  he  has  alluded,  but,  as  I  have 
said,  the  money  for  the  constitution  of 
the    new    Bishopric  has  been  specially 
subscribed  by  those  who  are  promoting 
this    particular     object.       The    noble 
Lord's    criticism,     although     perfectly 
natural,  and,  I  may  say,  obvious,  to  one 
who  may  have  had  no  adequate  oppor- 
tunity  of  studying  the  details  of  the 
subject,  is,!  venture  to  think,  a  somewhat 
short  -  sighted  one.      If    we  want  the 
general  condition  of  the  clergy  in  the 
poorest    districts     and    most     poorly- 
endowed    parishes    to     be     improved, 
and  there  can  be   no  Member  of    this 
House  who  does  not  share  such  a  wish, 
the     best     way    of     proceeding    is    to 
make  the  working    of    the   Church   as 
efficient  <ts    we    can   make  it.     When 
we     have     a     sufficient     number     of 
dioceses  and  the  Bishops  hard  at  work 
in  them  keeping  things  on  the   right 
lines  and  making  them  stir  and  glow, 
then  the  time  will  have  come  when  we 
can  hope  for  such  support  as  will  dimin- 
ish the  present  hardships  of   the  poor 
clergy.    This  result   will    be   promoted, 
and  not   hindered,    by  allowing    those 
who  desire  to  give  money  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  these  Bishoprics  to  do  so. 
The  only  detail  to  which  this  answer 
to  the  noble  Lord's  criticism  may  not 
apply,  is  the  application  of  certain  por- 
tions  of    money    from   the    sale    of    a 
residence    of     former     Archbishops    of 
Canterbury  to   the  provision  of  a  new 
See  house  for  the  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
and  of  some  portion  of  the  endowment 
of  the    See.    the  present  See  house  of 
that    diocese    being    handed    over    to 
the    new    diocese  of  Southwark.      But 
it  has  to  be  remembered  that  that  parti- 
cular  money  has,    all    through,    been 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  an  episcopal 
residence ;  so  that  even  that  money  is 
not  diverted  to  any  purpose  of  a  differ- 
ent kind  from  that  for  which  it  is  at 
present  available.     Any  further  points 
on   which   your   Lordships  may  desire 
The  Lord  Archbishop  of  CanUrbmy. 


information  will  be  readily  given  in 
Committee,  and  I  hope  your  Lordshipg 
will  now  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Lord  NORTON :  My  Lonls,  I  heartily 
endorse  what  has  just  been  said  by  the 
most  rev.  Primate.  He  considered  that 
the  objection  suggested  by  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth  was  a  natural  one.  Whether  it  is 
natural  or  not,  it  is  the  most  complete 
rum  sequHur  I  have  ever  heard  in  my  life, 
that  we  should  abstain  from  endowing  new 
Bishoprics  because  the  income  o?  the 
clergy  is  small.  Why,  that  is  the  very 
reason  for  doing  it.  Church  feeling  in 
Birmingham  has  already  been  consider- 
ably strengthened  during  the  tenure  of 
office  of  the  present  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
and  I  am  certain  that  when  that  energetic 
man  is  Bishop  of  Birmingham,  no  event 
will  have  occurred  for  a  number  of  years 
so  likely  as  that  to  increase  the  incomes 
of  the  clergy.  Therefore,  if  the  objection 
of  the  noble  Lord  is  the  only  objection 
that  can  be  raised  to  this  Bill,  I  think  it 
is  the  strongest  possible  reason  for  sup- 
porting it,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  no 
more  eflfective  argument  against  it  will  be 
raised  in  another  place.  The  poor  clergy 
are  in  any  case  in  nowise  injured  by  a 
scheme  which  is  paid  for  out  of  private 
subscription.  If  there  is  any  defect  in 
the  Bill  it  is  that  the  diocese  of  Worcester 
is  not  called  upon  to  make  anything  like 
a  proper  contribution  to  the  Bishopric  of 
Birmingham.  The  Bishopric  of  Birming- 
ham will  take  one-third  of  the  diocese  of 
Worcester,  and  a  great  deal  more  than 
one-third  of  the  population  of  that  dio- 
cese ;  but  the  diocese  of  Worcester  is  not 
asked  to  make  a  contribution  towards 
the  diocese  of  Birmingham.  Naturally, 
Worcester  ought  to  hand  over  to  the  new 
diocese  one-third  of  her  endowment  for 
doing  a  third  of  the  work,  of  which  she  will 
now  be  reUeved.  A  city  of  the  size  of 
Birmingham  ought  to  have  a  Bishop^ 
Already  the  prospect  of  getting  a  Bishop, 
and  such  a  Bishop  as  the  one  who  will 
take  over  the  new  See  under  this  Bill,  has 
entirely  changed  the  feeling  of  the  city  of 
Birmingham  towards  the  Church.  There 
are  only  two  men  who  can  fill  the  Town 
Hall  on  any  occasion — Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  the  proposed  Bishop  of  Birmingham. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  next. 
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ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION 
AMENDMENT    BILL    (No.    125), 

OUT-DOOR  RELIEF  PENSIONERS 
BILL  (No.  126). 

Bead  1%  and  to  be  printed. 

House  adjoamed  at  a  quarter 
before  Seven  o'clock  till  to- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS. 
Monday,  22nd  June,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERSlNOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Spbakkr  laid  upon  the  Table 
Beport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
pUed  with,  viz. :  Hastings  Harbour  Dis- 
trict Railway  Bfll  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  NOr  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Beport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
appUcable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz.:  Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]; 
Chatham  and  IMstrict  Light  Ilailways 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Beport  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  [LORDS] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Spbaksr  laid  upon  the  Table 
Beport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 


Petitions  ifor  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz..  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (STAND- 
ING ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERE- 
TO COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz.:  Drainage  and 
Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

Harrow  and  Stanmore  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

South  Shields  (Corporation  Bill ; 
Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board  Bill.  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Wirral  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  18)  Bill.  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  BiU.  Peti- 
tion for  additional  Provision ;  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  and 
Dock  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  the  C!ommittee  on 
the  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill,  1897,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Humber 
Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill  of 
this  Session. — {Mr.  Caldwell.) 
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Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill.  Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sani- 
tary Committee,  with  Amendments ; 
Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates)  Bill,  with  an 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Musical  Copyright."  [Musical  Copyright 
BiU  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Justices  of  the 
Peace  with  respect  to  residence,  to  quali- 
fication of  Solicitors,  and  to  the  removal 
of  ex-officio  Justices."  [Justices  of  the 
Peace  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Gas  and 
Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
relating  to  Bolsover  and  District  Water, 
Goring  and  Streatlty  District  Water, 
Leatherhead  and  District  Water,  Ludger- 
shali  Water,  and  Mid-Ken  t  Water. "  [Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Bournemouth  Gas  and 
Water  Company  to  acquire  additional 
lands,  to  construct  works,  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Bournemouth  Gas  and 
Water  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Lord  Mayor,  AHermen, 
And  Burgesses  of  the  city  of  Bristol  to 
construct  additional  dock  railways  and 
works;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Bristol  Corporation  Bill  (Lords).] 

And  also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermm,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Salford  to 
construct  an  additional  tramway,  and 
to  adiipt  and  use  portions  of  tramway 
out^ide  the  borough,  and  to  make  street 
improvements,  to  provide  for  transfer  to 
the  Corporation    of  certain  powers  of 


electric  lighting,  and  to  rai.se  additional 
moneys  by  mortgage  and  by  the  creation 
and  issue  of  stock,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." [Salford  Corporation  Bill 
(Lords).] 

Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]; 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  Road 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Water  Orders  Confi  rmation  Bil  1  [I^^rds]. 
Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  253.J 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petitions     against:      from    Stafford; 
Broadstairs ;    and  Westminster ;   to 
upon  the  Table. 


lie 


LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL,  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION FOR  NON-RENEWAL) 
BILU 

Petitions    against :     from    Heywood ; 
and  Preston ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against :   from   Basingstoke  ; 
and  Sydmonton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Cowdenbeath,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CIVIL  LIST  PENSIONS. 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  all  Pensions 

f ranted  during  the  year  ended  Slst 
larch,  1903,  and  payable  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  9  (l)  of  the  Civil  List 
Act,  1901  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  213.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  16th  June,  1903,  granting  to 
Henry  Upton,  Sorter,  Post  Office,  London, 
a  retiring  allowance  under  the  Act  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(DANGEKOUS  AND  UNHEALTHY 
INDUSTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, by  Cheater  Jones,  Esquire, 
Barri8ter-al>Law,  on  the  Draft  Regula- 
tions (October,  1902)  proposed  to  be 
made  for  Factories  and  Workshops  in 
which  the  process  of  file-cutting  by  hand 
is  carried  on  [by  Command! ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(DANGEROUS  AND  UNHEALTHY 
INDUSTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations,  dated 
19th  June,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  79  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  for  the  process 
of  file-cutting  by  hand  [by .  Act] :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(SPECIAL  EXCEPTION-OVERTIME, 
CHRISTMAS  CARD  MAKING). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  18th 
June,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  with 
regard  to  the  overtime  employment  of 
women  in  the  making  of  Christmas  and 
New  Year  Cards  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
ordered  17th  June — Mr.  Lamberij ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
'No.  214.] 

DOGS  REGULATION  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1865. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  under  the  Act  for  the  year 
1902  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  215.] 

FINES,  ETC.  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  Accounts 
of  Fines  accounted  for  by  the  Registrar 
o!  Petty  Sessions  Clerks  for  1901  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
I»inted     [No.  216.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 


3001  to  3005  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Papers  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

CHARITABLE  ENDOWMENTS 
(LONDON). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August,  1894 — Afr.  Francis 
Stevejison] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  217.] 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (DISPOSAL  OF 
DOCUMENTS). 

Copy  of  Additional  Rule  under  the 
Public  Record  OflSce  Acts,  1877  and 
1898,  for  the  disposal  of  certain  Docu- 
ments [by  Act|. 


QUESTIONS  AND   ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  IFITH  TUE  VOTES. 


Oliffe  Creek  Ooastguard  Vessel. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eje) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Cliffe  Creek 
watch  vessel  contains,  in  addition  to 
seven  coastguardsmen,  six  wives  and 
eleven  children,  and  that  it  lies  about 
twenty  yards  from  the  shore  and  several 
miles  from  any  school  and  from  any 
doctor,  he  will  state  whether  its  presence 
where  it  is  now,  is  necessary  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  service;  and  whether 
some  method  can  be  devised  by  which 
more  comfortable  conditions  for  the 
men's  families  might  be  secured. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
presence  of  the  coastguard  at  Cli£fe 
Creek  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  service.  It  has  for  some  time 
been  recognised  that  the  accommodation 
in  the  watch  vessel  is  not  very  suitable 
for  families,  and  it  has  therefore  been 
decided  to  abolish  it,  and  to  substitute 
coastguard  buildings  on  shore.  The 
matter  has  to  be  considered  with  other 
urgent  items,  and  it  is  intended  to  erect 
the  new  station  when  funds  are  avail- 
able for  the  purpose. 

Importation  of  Argentine  Oattle— 
Foot-and-mouth  Dijiease. 

Majob  RASGH  (Essex,  Chelmsford) : 
To  ask    the    hon.    Member   for  Nonh 
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Hunts,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether 
the  landing  of  cargoes  of  Argentine 
animals,  at  sea  when  the  recent  pro- 
hibition order  was  issued,  is  now 
complete ;  how  many  cargoes  have 
been  landed ;  in  how  many  cases 
animals  affected  with  foot-and-mouth 
disease  have  been  detected;  and  what 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  infection. 


{Atmoered  by  Mr.  AUwyn  Fellowes.) 
Thirty-one  vessels  carrying  Argentine 
cattle,  destined  for  ports  in  Great 
Britain,  were  at  sea  when  the  order  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  prohibiting 
such  importation  came  into  force.  All 
of  these  have  now  arrived.  Lesions 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  more  or 
less  active  stages  were  found  in  the  case 
of  three  cargoes,  particulars  of  which 
are  shown  in  the  following  schedule : — ■ 


1 

Nan.eofVe«el.         ^^°/ 

1 

Place  of 
Landing. 

Animals  carried. 

Animala  certified 
as  diseased. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

SS.  "  Heathglen  "          7  June 
SS.  "  Normandy  "  '      10  June 
SS.  "VirgU"         1      29  May 

Deptford 

Birkenhead 

Deptford 

300 
112 
280 

1388 

920 

1041 

75 

54 
73 
32 

All  the  vessels  were  boarded  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  by  a  veter- 
inary inspector,  by  whom  a  preliminary 
examination  of  the  animals  was  made, 
a  detailed  examination  being  carried 
out  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the 
wharf.  Healthy  cargoes  were  dealt 
with  in  the  usual  manner,  the  animals 
being  slaughtered  within  ten  days  and 
without  leaving  the  wharf,  the  manure, 
broken  fodder,  etc.,  being  mixed  with 
quicklime.  Diseased  cargoes  were  sub- 
jected to  special  precautions.  The 
animals  were  placed  in  a  part  of  the 
wharf  specially  reserved  for  the  purpose, 
and  slaughter  was  proceeded  with  con- 
tinuously until  finished.  Slaughter- 
men and  all  employed  about  the  infected 
cargoes  were  provided  with  overall 
clothing,  and  each  man,  on  leaving  the 
infected  portion  of  the  wharf,  was 
thoroughly  fumigated,  his  boots  and 
implements  being  washed  in  a  solution 
of  carbolic  acid.  The  hides  and  skins 
of  the  animals  were  disinfected  in  a 
similar  manner  and  removed  to  the 
tanyards  under  supervision.  The  offals, 
heads,  and  feet  were  either  destroyed  by 
fire,  or  immersed  in  a  strong  disin- 
fecting solution.  Bung,  litter,  broken 
fodder,  and  the  sweepings  from  the 
lairs  and  slaughterhouses  were  disin- 
fected with  carbolic  acid,  well  mixed 
with  quicklime,  and  afterwards  dis- 
charged into  the  sea  beyond  the  three- 
mile  limit.  ^Those  portions  of  the  wharf 


with  which  infected  cargoes  came  into 
contact  were  thoroughly  disinfected 
with  carbohc  acid  and  quicklime.  Two 
of  the  ships,  after  discharging  their 
cattle,  left  for  Antwerp  and  Dunkirk, 
the  authorities  there  beinu  warned  by 
cable  that  animals  affected  with  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  had  been  carried. 
The  third  vessel,  before  going  into 
dock,  was  taken  seven  miles  out  to  sea, 
where  her  temporary  fittings  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  manure  thrown 
overboard,  and  such  portions  of  the 
ship  as  had  been  in  contact  with 
animals  thoroughly  disinfected  under 
the  supervision  of  one  of  the  Board's 
inspectors.  Everyone  on  board,  before 
being  allowed  ashore,  was  thoroughly 
fumigated  and  his  boots  washed  with  a 
carbolic  solution. 

Wheat  Gnltivation  in  India- 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  he  can  state  the  approximate 
acreage  of  the  land  suitable  for  wheat- 
growing  in  the  Empire  of  India ;  how 
much  of  it  is  under  wheat  cultivation 
at  the  present  time;  and  how  much 
wheat  was  exported  from  India  in  1846 
and  in  1902. 

{Ansvxred  by  Sea-etary  Lord  George 
HarmUon.)  The  area  under  wheat  in 
British  India  averages  about  20,000,000 
acres,    and    in     Native    States    about 
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2,500,000  acres.  It  is  not  possible  to 
lay  to  wliat  extent  this  area  could  be 
inoreabed  by  substituting  wheat  for  other 
eropg.  Thu  would  only  be  practicable 
in  wheat-growing  districts,  and  in  them 
only  on  lands  of  the  best  class  where 
the  Boil,  rainfall,  and  facilities  for  irriga- 
tion were  suitable.  Such  lands  are 
already  occupied  by  valuable  crops.  In 
1846  there  was  no  export  of  wheat  from 
India.  In  1901-2  10,296,000  cwts.  of 
wheat  and  720,000  cwts.  of  flour  were 
exported. 

Licensed  Premises  in  Bombay- 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  statement  made 
in  the  Administration  Report  of  the 
Bombay  Abkari  Department  for  1901-2, 
to  the  effect  that  the  number  of  shops 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drugs  in  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  was 
considerably  reduced  during  the  year 
uader  review;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
there  has  been  during  the  same  period 
an  increase  of  eight  such  shops  in  the 
city  of  Bombay,  he  will  state  the  reasons 
for  the  provision  of  such  increased 
fsdlities  in  Bombay. 

{Answered  hy  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  I  am  aware  of  the  state- 
ment referred  to.  I  presume  that  the 
reason  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
shops  in  Bombay  city  is  that  they  were 
actually  required  in  order  to  prevent 
illicit  consumption.  The  policy  of  the 
Bombay  Government  in  this  matter  is 
stated  in   paragraph  53  of  the  Report. 

Seizure  of  Illicit  Plant  at  Bimcrana  and 
Moville- 

Me.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  the 
nature  of  the  seizures  of  illicit  plant, 
materials,  etc.,  as  set  out  in  Return 
dated  31st  March,  1903,  in  the  districts 
of  Buncrana  and  Moville,  in  the  county 
of  Donegal ;  how  many  of  the  seizures 
therein  set  out  in  the  respective  years 
Consisted  of  stills,  still-heads,  how  many 
of  worms,  how  many  merely  of  staves  of 
barrds  alleged  to  have  contained  illicit 
wash  or  spirits,  and  the  amount  of 
rewards  paid  to  the  constabulary  officers 
of  each  (ustriot  in  each  year. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  At  my 
hon.  friend's  request  I  will  reply  to  this 
Question.  Seizures  are  not  classified  in 
any  existing  official  Return,  and  to 
segregate  them  in  the  manner  suggested 
would  involve  an  examination  of  all 
reports  of  seizures  in  Donegal  during 
the  past  three  yeara  No  useful  public 
purpose  would  be  served  by  such  a 
scrutiny,  and  I  am  unable,  therefore,  to 
ask  the  Inspector-General  to  undertake 
it.  The  information  desired  at  the  con- 
elusion  of  the  Question  has  been  called 
for,  and  will  be  communicated  to  the 
hon.  Member. 

Importation  of  Tin  Plate  Ban. 

Sib  THOMAS  WRIGHTSON  (St. 
Pancras,  E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  what 
is  the  total  weight  and  value  of  tin  plate 
bars  which  have  been  delivered  this  year 
into  this  country  for  conversion  into 
steel  or  iron  sheets ;  from  which  country 
are  they  shipped ;  and  to  which  ports 
have  they  been  delivered. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
quantity  of  tin  ^ate  bars  imported 
under  that  description  during  the 
current  year  to  the  16th  instant  was 
8,155  tons,  valued  at  £36,591.  Of  this 
quantity  8,033  tons,  valued  at  £36,067, 
were  shipped  to  this  country  from  ports 
in  Holland,  and  122  tons,  valued  at 
£524,  from  ports  in  Belgium.  The  ports 
at  which  these  quantities  were  imported, 
and  the  extent  of  the  importations  at 
each,  were— Llanelly,  4,508  tons ;  New- 
port, 2,356  tons ;  Swansea,  1,291  tons. 
There  is,  however,  no  separate  heading 
in  the  Import  List  for  tin  plate  bars,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  these  goods  is 
believed  to  be  included  under  such  head- 
ings as  "Steel  Bars,"  and  "Steel  un- 
wrought  or  partly  wrought." 

Commercial  Treaties— Most-Favoored- 
Nation  Olaose. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean):  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  ever 
accepted  the  United  States  contention 
that  concessions  granted  conditionally  and 
for  a  consideration  cannot  be  claimed  by 
us  under  the  most-favoured-nation  clause ; 
and  whether  the  Government  still  act  on 
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inquiry,  must  be  matters  for  consideration. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  statement  on 
the  subject  when  the  Education  Estimates 
come  on  for  discussion. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
answer  to  the  first  Question  is  in  the 
negative ;  to  the  second,  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

London  School  Ohildren— Physical  and 
Mental  Condition. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  the  Board  of 
Education  will  institute  an  examination 
into  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of 
samples  of  children  taken  from  London 
schools,  similar  to  that  instituted  in 
Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Physical  Training  (Scot- 
knd). 

(Anstoered  by  Sir  William,  Anson.) 
I  have  conferred  with  the  President  of 
the  Board  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
examination.  He  and  I  are  both  fully 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  such  an 
inquiry ;  but  the  mode  in  which  it  should 
be  conducted,    and    the  extent  of  the 


Scotch  Education— Belief  of  School  Fees. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  will 
state  the  amount  paid  for  the  relief  of 
school  fees  for  the  financial  year  ending 
in  1890,  and  each  subsequent  year,  from 
each  of  the  following  sources:  The- 
Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889, 
The  Local  Taxation  Act,  1890,  and 
Section2  (b)  of  The  Education  and  Local 
Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  ; 
and  also  what  sum,  if  any,  stands  to  the 
credit  of  the  fund. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  amounts  received  from  the  sources 
named  are  paid  into  one  common  fund, 
consequently  it  is  not  possible  to  say 
how  much  was  spent  each  year  out  of 
each  source  of  supply.  The  table  below 
shows  for  each  year  the  amount  received 
under  each  Act,  and  the  total  amount 
spent  per  year  out  of  the  fund  so  formed, 
and  the  balance  at  present  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  fund. 


Sums 

received. 

Year. 

Local  Govern- 
ment Act, 

Local 
Taxation 

Section  ii  (6)  of 
The  Education 
and  Local  Tax- 

Total 

Amount 
expended. 

1889. 

Act,  1890. 

ation  Account 

(Scotland)  Act, 

1892. 

received. 

£          s. 

£ 

£       a.  d. 

£        «.    d. 

£        a.    d. 

1889-90 

169,000    0 

— 

— 

160,000    0    0 

129,886  15    0 

1890-91 

247,000    0 

40,000 



287,000    0    0 

257,644  19    9 

1891-92 

318,200    0 

40,000 



358.200    0    0 

344,082  17    3 

1892-93 

53,387  18 

40,000 



93,387  18    0 

76,046    2    6 

1803-94 

— 

40,000 

18,017  16    7 

68,017  15    7 

68,394    2    0 

1894-96 

— 

40,000 

10,357    2    8 

50,367    2    8 

65.8.32  11    fr 

1895-96 

— 

40,000 

3,667  10    1 

43,667  10    1 

52,777  19    0 

1896-97 

— 

40,000 

— 

40,000    0    0 

57,308  12    0 

1897-98 

— 

40,000 

16,202    0  11 

56,202    0  U 

69,684    1    5 

1898-99 

— 

40,000 

5,379  12    2 

45,379  12    2 

22,084  19    0- 

1899-1900 

— 

40,000 

64,036  15    6 

104,036  15    5 

57,547    4    0 

1900-1 

— 

40,000 

45,191    4    1 

85,191    4    1 

41,269  15    0- 

1901-2 

— 

40,000 

49,277  18    3 

89,277  18    3 

68,182  19    a 

1902-3 

~ 

Not  yet 

received 

— 

80,294  12    » 

The    balance   at  present    standing  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  is  £88.680  7s.  9d. 
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Bristol  Post  (M&ce  Staff. 
Mr.  CHAKLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol. 
E.):  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
irhether  the  reTisions  of  the  outdoor  and 
indoor  staff  at  the  Post  Office,  Bristol, 
are  yet  completed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  revision  of  the  outdoor  staff  at 
Bristol  has  been  approred,  and  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  postmaster.  The 
revision  of  indoor  staff  is  not  quite  com- 
pleted. 

Postal  Services  Oommittee— Bepresenta- 
tion  ot  Employees. 

Mr.  TANKERVILLE  CHAMBER 
LAYNE  (Southampton):  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
postal  employees  and  the  postal  telegraph 
employees  each  to  nominate  one  member 
of  the  Committee  he  proposes  to  appoint 
for  the  consideration  of  their  require- 
ments and  grievances. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  already  considered  this  sugges- 
tion, but  for  the  reasons  stated  by  me 
in  the  House  I  am  no:  prepared  to  adopt 

It. 

Waima  Arbitration— Payments  of 
Compensation- 

Mb.  bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  To 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  compensa- 
tion money  awarded  by  the  arbitrator  in 
the  Waima  case  has  been  received  from 
the  French  Government. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Craitborne.)  The 
money  has  been  received  from  the 
French  Government  and  is  now  in  course 
of  distribution  to  the  various  claimants. 

Conduct  of  Police  at  Baphoe. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
investigation  held  by  the  authorities  into 
the  complaints  made  by  P.  F.  M'Ghnehay, 
Baphoe,  County  Donegal,  with  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  certain  policemen 
stationed  at  Raphoe ;  and  by  whom  was 
the  investigation  held. 

{Answered  by  Mr  Wyndham,)  The 
complaints    were  inrestigated    by    the 


i  county  inspector,  and  the  report  of  his 

'  investigation  was  carefully  considered  by 

the  inspector-general  and  by  Government. 

Motor-Oar  Service  between  Westport  and 
Louisbargh.    • 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo.  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Louisburgh, 
County  Mayo,  district  asking  that  a 
motorcar  service  may  be  established 
between  Westport  and  Louisburgh ;  and, 
if  so,  whether,  considering  that  there  is 
no  railway  communication  between 
Westport  and  Louisburgh,  he  will  use, 
in  the  interests  of  the  district,  his  influ- 
ence to  have  such  a  service  established. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  The 
memorial  has  been  received,  and  will 
receive  due  consideration. 

Damage  by  Storms  to  Teachers'  Besidencea 
in  Ireland 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutr^nant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  what  Board  is  bound  to  repair 
injuries  caused  by  storms  to  national 
teachers'  residences  in  Ireland. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  Resi- 
dences for  teachers  which  are  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  are  kept  in  repair  by 
the  Board  of  Works,  Other  residences, 
even  though  connected  with  vested 
schools,  are  not  kept  in  repair  by  the 
Board  of  Works.  This  must  be  done  by 
the  local  parties  interested  in  the  resi- 
dences. The  teachers  are  not  bound  to 
carry  out  repairs  rendered  necessary  by 
storms. 

Land  Oommission  Sittings  at  Oavaa- 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUiNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Land  Commissioners 
have  not  sat  in  Cavan  for  many  yeais, 
although  there  are  a  number  of  cases 
pending,  some  of  them  over  three  years  ; 
and  will  he  take  steps  to  remedy^  this 
state  of  thinga 

{A  nswered  by)Mr.  Wyvdham.)  The  Com- 
missioners sat  in  Cavan  lo  hear  appeals 
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in  June,  1902.  A  furtlier  sitting  will  I 
be  arranged  at  as  early  a  date  as  pos- ' 
able. 

Diasle  Harbour  Pier. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  To  aak 
th«  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  haa  yet 
acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Dingle 
Harbour  Ctommissioners  for  a  grant  for 
the  extension  of  their  pier. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  No,  Sir. 

Irish  National  Schools— Delay  in  Passing 
of  Plans. 

Mb.  M'FADDEN  (Donegal,  E.):  To 
«8k  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury 
in  approving  of  the  new  plans  for 
national  schools  in  Ireland ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  numerous  complaints  have 
been  lodged  with  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland  as  to  the 
inconvenience  caused  to  managers  pur- 
posing to  erect  schools,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  expedite  the  approval  of  the 
plans  by  the  Treasury,  and  the  lodgment 
of  them  with  the  Commissioners. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  would 
refer  to  my  reply  to  the  similar  Question 
of  1st  April  t  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Down,  and  to  the  rejJy  given  by 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
on  the  21st  May  +  to  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Monaghan. 

Irish  Ancient  Monmnents-Qreenan 
HilL 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
eorrespondence  between  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  in  Ireland  and 
the  proprietor  of  Greenan  Hill  with 
reference  to  the  vesting  of  this  ancient 
monument  in  the  Commissioners. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
owner  of  the  monument  has  not  yet 
decided  to  vest  the  guaidianship  in  the 
Commissioners. 

t  See  (4)  Debates^  cxx.,  781. 
t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiL,  1352. 


Irish  Loan  Fund  Debentures. 
Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutentant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  far 
reaching  effect  upon  the  security  of  loan 
fund  debentures  in  Ireland  by  reason  of 
its  having  been  recently  decided  that  all 
remedy  on  loan  fund  notes,  which  wore 
then  current  and  unpaid  and  rendered 
valid  by  The  Charitable  Loans  Society 
Act,  1900,  are  barred  by  the  six  months 
limitation  imposed  by  The  Petty  Sessions 
(Ireland)  Act,  1851,  Section  10,  Sub- 
section 4  ;  and  whether  it  is  his  intention 
to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  to  remedy 
this  omission  in  the  Charitable  Loans 
Society  Act  of  1900. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  An 
amending  Bill  with  the  object  stated  in 
the  Question  has  been  drafted,  and  I 
should  be  prepared  to  introduce  it  upon 
receiving  an  assurance  from  hon.  Members 
that  it  will  be  treated  as  a  non-conten- 
tious measure. 

Repair  of  Boads  leading  to  Camp  at 
Shankill,  Co.  Wickldw. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  county 
surveyor  of  Wicklow,  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  roads  from  Ballyfolan  leading 
to  the  military  camp  at  Shankill  will  be 
£88  16s.  per  year  as  compared  with 
£7  Ss.,  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining 
the  roads  previous  to  the  establishment 
of  the  camp;  and  whether,  seeing  the 
amount  received  by  the  local  coimcil  in 
lieu  of  rates  upon  War  Department 
property  for  the  last  four  years  was — in 
1900,  £9  168.  8d.,  in  1901,  £17  48.  2dL, 
in  1902,  £11  Us.  3d.,  and  in  1903, 
£9  8s.  7d. ;  and  that  'under  The  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  Section 
27  (2),  the  expenditure  on  these  roads  is 
limited  to  sixpence  per  perch,  being  the 
former  average  cost  thereof,  the  War 
Department  will  increase  their  contribu- 
tion to  meet  the  increased  expenditure 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  leading 
to  the  military  camp. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  Payments 
in  lieu  of  rates  are  made  by  the  Treasury, 
to  which  Department  the  hon.  Member 
should  address  any  communications  he 
may  wish  to  make. 
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Wluat  Cnltivation  in  Canada,  Anstralia 
and  South  Africa- 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  can  give  an  approximate  estimate 
of  the  acreage  of  tne  land  suitable  to 
»heat  growing  in  the  Dominion  of 
^>snada,  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia, 
and  the  States  of  South  Africa,  and  the 
ayerage  yield  of  bushels  per  acre. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
It  is  impossible  to  give  any  such  estimate 
as  the  hon.  Member  asks  for.  From  the 
statistical  year  book  of  Canada  for  1902, 
it  appears  that  the  total  acreage  actually 
under  wheat  in  that  year  was  3,740,007 
acres,  and  the  yield  93,569,450  bushels, 
or  twenty-five  bushels  per  acre.  From 
the  table  printed  on  page  244  of  the 
Return  [Cd.  1616],  recently  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  area  under  wheat  in  Australia 
in  1902  was  5,113,328  acres,  the  yield 
4,817,372  quarters,  or  7*54  bushels  per 
acre.  For  South  Africa  there  are  no 
reliable  figures  available. 

Tristan  da  Onnha— Bemoval  of 
Inhabitants- 

Mr.  fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  considering  the  con- 
ditions which  at  present  obtain  in  the 
Island  of  Tristan  da  Cunha,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  removing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  and  their  stock 
to  South  Africa ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
w31  ask  for  a  special  grant  from  the 
Treasury  for  that  purpose. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  matter  is  under  consideration,  and 
I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  on  the  subject. 

Average  Cost  of  Prisoners- 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  can  state  the  average 
cost  per  week  per  prisoner  undergoing 
a  sentence  of  imprisonment  or  penal 
servitude,  for  food,  clothing,  heating, 
medical  attendance,  supervision,  instruc- 
tion, housing,  and  other  expenses  of 
maintenance. 

{AfuweredbyMr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 
This   information    can    be    found    in 


Appendix  12d,  page  119,  of  the  last 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Prisons. 
The  total  cost  per  week  for  1901-2, 
as  given  in  those  Tables,  is — Gross  (ex- 
clusive of  cost  of  new  buildings),  lis.  4^d. 
in  Local  Prisons — i.e.,  for  prisoners 
sentenced  to  imprisonment;  18s.  1^. 
in  Convict  Prisons — »-«.,  for  prisoners 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude.  Net,  after 
deducting  value  of  prisoner's  labour, 
2s.  7^.,  and  incidental  receipts  (sale  of 
old  stores),  f  d.,  8s.  8^-  in  Local  Prisons. 
Net,  after  deducting  value  of  prisoner's 
labour,  7s.  2^d.,  and  incidental  receipts 
(sale  of  old  stores),  IJd.,  lOs.  9Jd. 
in  Convict  Prisons. 

Encroachment  of  Sea  on  East  Coast. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  attention  of  the  hvdrographer  of 
the  Admiralty  is  directed  to  the  erosion 
of  different  parts  of  the  East  Coast  of 
England,  more  particularly  that  of 
Holderness ;  and  whether  there  are  any 
reports  in  the  Hydrographer's  Depart- 
ment of  the  extent  of  formerly  occupied 
land  between  Flamborough  Head  and 
Spurn  Point,  which  has  now  disappeared 
into  the  North  Sea. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Amold-Forster.)  The 
duties  of  thehydrographerdonot  include 
that  of  watching  the  erosion  of  the 
coast.  Any  changes  in  a  coast  which 
are  of  sufiicient  extent  to  be  shown  on 
the  various  Admiralty  surveys  made  at 
different  times  can  be  ascertained  from 
those  surveys  when  they  are  made  on  a 
sufficiently  large  scale,  but  in  the  case 
of  the  coast  mentioned  there  is  no  in- 
formation that  will  be  of  use  to  the  hon. 
Member.  It  is  suggested  that  such 
information  could  more  readily  be  ob- 
tained from  Estate  and  Ordnance  surveys. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard— Dismissal  of 
Employees. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUOAS  (Ports- 
mouth): To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  employees  in  His 
Majesty's  Dockyard  at  Portsmouth  have 
been  dismissed;  and  in  view  of  his 
answer  to  a  Question  on  22nd  April, 
1902,t  it  may  be  assumed  that  such 
dismissals  will  not  be  extensive  and 
continuous. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,icxxi.,  109. 
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{Amwertd  by  Mr.  Antold-ForsUr.) 
Owing  to  causes  wh  ch  were  unforeseen 
ai  the  time  of  the  previous  reply  referred 
to,  a  slight  reduction  in  the  numbers  at 
Portsmouth  Dockyard  has  become 
necessary.  The  dismissals  are  being 
confined  to  the  less  efBcient  workmen, 
and  are  not  expected  to  be  extensive  or 
continuous. 

Cost  of  Importation  of  Indian  Coolies 
into  British  Ghiiana. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  proportion  of  the 
charges  for  importing  Indian  coolies, 
their  repatriation,  their  medical  service, 
the*  Immigration  Department  in  the 
colony  and  in  Calcutta,  and  pensions 
accruing  to  officers  of  the  Immigration 
Department  and  medical  service  is  now 
borne  by  the  Government  of  British 
Guiana  or  by  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony,  and  what  is  the  estimated  total 
amount  of  such  charges  for  the  financial 
year  1902-3 ;  and  have  the  laws,  orders, 
and  regulations  now  existent  in  British 
Guiana  and  statistical  information  with 
reference  to  coolie  immigration  been 
communicated  in  accordance  with 
Article  7  of  the  Sugar  Convention  to  the 
Belgian  Government  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Permanent  Commission,  in  order 
that  the  Commission  may  pronounce  as 
to  the  existence  in  this  Grown  Colony 
of  a  direct  or  indirect  bounty  on  the 
production  or  exportation  of  sugar;  it 
so,  have  the  Commission  yet  pronounced 
whether  the  system  pursued  amounts  to 
the  granting  of  a  direct  or  indirect 
bounty. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
Under  a  new  arrangement  recently 
adopted,  and  which  was  not  in  force  in 
1902-3,  the  sources  of  the  expense  or 
liability  incurred  in  respect  of  coolie  im- 
migration in  British  Guianaarethe  follow- 
ing : — 1.  The  expenditure  on  recruiters 
in  India,  paid  by  fees  and  recovered  in 
full  from  the  employers.  2.  The  cost  of 
supervision  of  the  Department  in  India 
by  a  colonial  officer,  salary  paid  by  the 
Government  of  British  Guiana  and  not 
recovered  from  the  employers  of  labour. 
The  Colonial  Government  conceives  it  to 
be  necessary  to  secure  the  complete  in- 
dependence of  this  important  officer  by 


making  him  an  officer  of  its  permanent 
establishment,  and  pitying  him  from  its 
own  funds.  3.  Medical  inspection  of  im- 
migrants charged  to  employers  of  labour 
in  full.  i.  Supervising  Department  of  the 
Government  of  India,  salaries  paid  by 
the  Government  of  India  and  recouped 
by  fees  charged  on  the  embarkation  of 
immigrants.  These  fees  are  paid  by  the 
employers  of  labour.  5.  Cost  of  trans- 
porting immigrants  by  sea  to  British 
Guiana,  and  medical  supervision  on  the 
voyage.  Paid  by  employers  of  labour. 
{ 6.  Cost  of  repatriation,  the  same, 
j  except  where  a  portion  is  paid  by  the 
j  labourers  themselves.  7.  Cost  of  super- 
I  vision  of  immigrants  (by  Immigration  De- 
I  partment)  to  secure  that  the  law  enacted 
for  their  protection  is  fully  carried  out, 
and  the  terms  of  their  agreement  fulfilled. 
Borne  by  the  Colonial  Revenue  and  not 
recovered  from  the  employers  of  labour. 
The  Government  assumes  this  charge 
for  the  following  reasons.  It  feels  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  Government  to  seciu'e  the 
due  fulfiment  of  the  law  at  its  own  cost. 
It  considers  that  the  independence  of  the 
supervising  Department  is  better  secured 
if  the  charge  falls  on  the  general  revenue 
than  if  it  falls,  even  ultimately  and 
remotely,  on  the  party  of  whose  action  it 
is  to  be  the  judge.  It  is  aware  that,  as 
already  indicated,  no  small  portion  of 
the  Department's  duties  is  concerned 
with  persons  who,  though  of  Asiatic 
extraction,  are  not  immigrants  under 
indenture,  and  frequently  not  im- 
migrants at  all  (the  indentured  are  to 
the  free  as  15,000  to  115,000,  of  whom 
a  large  percentage  is  native  bom).  An 
addition  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants 
is  necessary  to  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  the  colony,  which  had  within 
an  area  of  90,000  square  miles  a  popula- 
tion of  not  more  than  300,000  persons. 
Its  aboriginal  population  is  slowly 
dwindling,  its  Creole  negro  population  is 
not  increasing,  the  Asiatic  immigrants 
constitute  the  only  class  which  shows 
signs  of  naturally  increasing  its  numbers, 
and  is  able  to  develop  the  agricultural 
wealth  of  the  country.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Government  considers 
that  the  maintenance  at  its  own  cost  of 
a  Department  which  safeguards  by  its 
supervision  and  direction  the  interests 
of  the  immigrants  on  their  first  arriv.il, 
and  enables  them  to  estaUish  themseh  es 
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as  healthy  and  successful  colonists  is  a 
fair  charge  on  the  general  revenue  of 
the  State.    8.    Gratuitous  medical  aid 
by  Government  medical  officers  to  the 
indentured    immigrant.       The    Medical 
Department   of  the  Government  being 
for   the    benefit  of  all    inhabitants,  a 
charge   is    ordinarily    made     for     the 
services  of  Government  medical  officers 
to  persons  who  can  afford  to  pay,  but 
their    services    are   rendered    free     to 
paupers  and  those  unable  to  pay,  and  it 
is  fdt  may  on  like  terms  be  rendered  to 
the  indentured  immigrants.    It  must  be 
remembered  that  special  charges,  such 
as   estate  hospitals   and  their  mainten- 
ance,  are  provided    by  the  employers. 
The  maintenance  in  health  during  the 
period    of    acclimatisation    of  the    im- 
migrant population   is  Ukewise   an  im- 
portant aid  to  colonisation.    The  total 
estimated  charges  on  account    of    the 
liamijfration    Department   and   of 
Colonial    Medical    Service    amount 
proximately     to   $106,000      for 
current  year  1903-4,  excluding  pension 
charges    which  are     not  provided    for 
separately  but  are  in  any   case   incon- 
siderable.     It    will  be  seen   from  the 
above  that  no  question  of  a  bounty  can 
possibly  arise  in  connection  with  coolie 
immigration  into   British  Guiana,  and 
there  has  accordingly  been  no  occasioii 
to  communicate  the  laws  and  regulations 
on  the    subject   to   the  Brussels   Com- 
mission. 


the 
ap- 
the 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Somaliland. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  build  a  railroad  from  the 
Somaliland  coast  to  Bohotle ;  whether,  if 
«o,  he  can  state  how  long  it  will  take  to 
build  this  railroad,  and  what  will  be  the 
approximate  cost ;  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  is  at  present  in  telegraphic 
communication  with  General  Manning; 
and,  if  not,  how  long  it  takes  to  com- 
municate with  him  from  this  country ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  what  was  the 
precise  perio<l  for  which  the  force  from 
the  Transvaal  engaged  to  serve  in  Somali- 
land. 


The  following  Questions  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  what  is  the  most 
recent  Nlilitary  intelligence  received 
by  the  Government  with  respect  to 
the  military  situation  in  Somaliland ; 
has  Colonel  Cobbe  retired  from  Galadi 
successfully  and  reached  Bohotle ;  and 
has  he  any  official  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  Mullah  is  raiding  the 
communications  between  Bohotle  and 
Burao. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  was  the  date  of 
his  last  communication  from  General 
Manning ;  what  is  the  position  and  com- 
position of  his  force ;  and  whether  unin- 
terrupted communication  exists  between 
General  Manning  and  the  War  Office. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  latest  telegram  received,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  the  Press,  is 
from  Colonel  Swann  forwarding  a  com- 
munication from  General  Manning,  dated 
15th  June,  to  the  effect  that  his  force  and 
that  of  Colonel  Cobbe  were  to  leave 
Badwein  on  the  18th,  and  expected  to 
reach  Damot  on  the  aist.  I  do  not  think 
it  desirable  to  give  the  exact  composition 
or  strength  of  the  force  at  various  points. 
Communication  between  Badwein  and 
Damot  is  maintained  by  runners,  and  from 
that  point  by  telegraph.  No  official  in- 
timation has  been  received  that  the 
Mullah  is  raiding  the  line  of  communica- 
tion between  Bonotle  and  Burao.  As  re- 
gards a  light  railway  I  have  nothing 
further  to  add  to  what  I  said  on  Thurs- 
day lastt  The  Burgher  contingent  was 
engaged  for  six  months  and  served  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.): 
Are  the  Government  sending  any  rein- 
forcements out  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  reinforcements 
I  mentioned  on  Thursday  J  are  already  on 
their  way  to  Berbera.    In  addition  to  the 

+  8e-!  (4)  Debates,  cxiciii.,  1305. 
fSee  (4)  Debate*,  cxxiii.,  1304. 
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600  men  from  Aden  there  are  one 
battalion  of  native  troops  from  India  and 
500  mounted  troops  also  on  the  way. 

Army  Oanteens. 

Mr.  bull  (Hammersmith) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
whether  it  is  proposed  in  the  forthcoming 
Army  Regulations  to  recommend  canteens 
to  deal  with  the  Co-operative  Union 
Stores. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No,  Sir.  No  re- 
commendation is  given.  The  Committee 
made  representations  strongly  in  the 
direction  of  Co-operative  Union  for  Army 
Oanteens.  I  could  not  accept  their  pro- 
posal, but  have  left  it  to  the  general 
officers  commanding  in  concert  with  the 
commanders  of  different  imits  under  them 
to  decide  what  system — tenant  or  regi- 
mental— is  best  for  the  soldier,  and 
permit  them  to  buy  in  the  open  market 
or  register  themselves  as  a  Co-operative 
Society,  as  they  think  best. 

Mr.  bull  :  Then  is  there  no  truth  in 
the  statement  which  has  been  published  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  None  whatever, 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  care 
that  the  local  traders  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Curragh  are  not  boycotted  t 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  War  Office  has 
no  control  over  the  matter. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Disaster. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  whether  the  wives 
and  families  of  the  men  killed  and  in- 
jured in  the  recent  explosion  at  Woolwich 
Arsenal  are  entitled  to  any  benefits  from 
public  funds ;  and,  if  not,  whether,  seeing 
that  these  men  received  no  e^ctra  or 
special  pay  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
their  occupation  and  were  moreover  work- 
ing for  less  than  the  current  rate  of  wages 
in  the  locality  for  unskilled  labour,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  granting 
special  pensions  to  their  wives  anafamilies 
while  providing  immediate  succour  for 
them. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  Under  the  scheme 
of  compensation  drawn  up  in  accordance 


with  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act^ 
the  wives  and  families  of  the  men  killed 
are  entitled  to  gratuities  equal  to  three 
years'  earnings,  with  a  minimum  of  £150 
and  a  maximum  of  £300.  This  gratuity 
may,  under  certain  conditions  be  con- 
verted into  a  pension  of  not  less  than  £10 
per  annum.  Injured  men  are  entitled  to 
injury  pay  equal  to  half  their  average 
earnings.  The  rate  of  wages  is  under 
consideration  in  connection  with  the  rates 
paid  in  similar  undertakings. 

.  Captain  NORTON  :  WUl  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  take  care  that  in  this 
case  pensions  and  not  bulk  sums  are 
given  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  will  give  my  best 
attention  to  the  matter. 

H.M.S  "  Majestic." 
Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  ta 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  has  any 
official  report  to  the  effect  that  the  Yice- 
Admiral  commanding  the  Channel  Fleet 
ordered  beer  to  be  served  out  to  the  men 
on  duty  in  the  engine  room  of  H.M.S. 
"Majestic"  during  the  late  quarterly 
trial. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  No  unusual  rewards  whatever  were 
given  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and 
there  is  no  foundation  for  the  statements 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Press  to  thia 
effect. 

Northern  Nigeria— Military  Operatioiis- 

Mr.  SCHWANN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  is  the  extent  of  the 
check  to  the  British  Forces  in 
North  Nigeria,  and  what  a  the  latest 
military  report  from  that  district  of 
West  Africa,  especially  with  regard  to- 
isolated  British  posts,  have  they  been 
reinforced,  and  to  what  extent. 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J,  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  situation  is  as 
follows :  After  the  occupation  of  Sokoto 
in  March,  the  ex-Sultan  fled  in  an 
easterly  and  south-easterly  direction 
across  Northern  Nigeria,  and  at   the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


61 


Questions. 


{22  June  1903} 


Questions. 


62 


date  of  the  latest  reports  (the  middle  of 
May)  vras  in  a  district  more  than  400 
miles  from  Sokoto,  and  some  200  miles 
from  Kano  in  a  direct  line,  where  there 
are    no    British   posts.     He    had  been 
joined  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
.  towns  in  this  remote   district.    He  was 
pursued  by  a,  small  force  of  the  West 
African  Frontier  Force,  under  Captain 
Sword,  who  reported  (on  the  16th   of 
May)   that    he  had  attacked    the    ex- 
Sultan's  forces  in  a   walled  town  called 
Durmi.    The  attack   was  unsuccessful, 
Captain  Sword  being  without  artillery. 
The  casualties  on  Us  side  were:  Gap- 
tain   Plummer    slightly  wounded,    one 
British  non-commissioned  officer  severely 
wounded,  four  native  soldiers  killed,  and 
sixty    slightly  wounded.     The  enemy's 
loss  was   estimated   at   300   killed  and 
wounded.     Captain  Sword's   force  con- 
sisted of  only  130  rank  and  file,  and  he 
stated  that  he  was  retiring  to  Bautshi 
(the     nearest    British     post)     without 
opposition.    Beinforcements  from  other 
parts  of  Northern  Nigeria  are  being  sent 
to  Bautshi,  where  500  men  with  artillery 
will  shortly  be  concentrated.    There  is 
no  disquieting  news  from  other  parts  of 
the  Protectorate,   and  the  acting  High 
Commissioner    considers  that  the  pre- 
cautions taken  are  sufficient.    In  order, 
however,  to   provide    for  any  possible 
emergency,    contingents  of    the    West 
African  Frontier  Force  are  being  held  in 
readiness    in    the     neighbouring    West 
African  Colonies,   who  will   proceed  at 
once  to  Northern  Nigeria  on  the  demand 
of  the  acting  High  Commissioner. 

Lord  Tennyson's  Term  of  Office- 
Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  Lord  Tennyson's 
term  of  office  in  Australia  is  to  be  ex- 
tended ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  period. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  Sir  ; 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  telegram  which 
has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  on  this 
subject ;  and  Lord  Tennyson  informs 
me  that  he  must  adnere  to  the  arrange- 
ment already  made,  and  will  leave  at 
the  beginning  of  December. 

Tramsvaal  Dynamite  Duty. 
Mr.  MAREHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
MansfieU):    I  beg  to   ask   the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 


under  the  new  laws  of  the  Transvaal, 
dynamite  manufactured  by  the  De 
Beers  Company  in  Cape  Colony  can 
be  sent  free  of  duty  into  the  Trans- 
vaal; and  whether  British  dynamite 
manufacturers  have  to  pay  a  duty  of 
£14  per  ton  on  dynamite  sent  to  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment,  and  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Customs  Con- 
vention by  the  Cape  Parliament,  is,  so 
far  as  my  information  goes,  as  stated;, 
but  I  have  already  explained  that  the 
question  of  equalising  the  duties  on  De 
Beers  and  British  dynamite  is  under 
consideration.! 

Mr.  MARKHAM:  I  take  that  to  bo 
an  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  if  it  is  not  an 
infringement  of  the  London  Convention 
on  which  he  has  so  much  insisted  in  the 
past. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
admit  that.  If  the  hon.  Member  wishea 
further  information  he  must  put  down 
a  Question. 

Transvaal  Diamond  Ordinance. 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
new  Diamond  Ordinance  introduced 
into  the  Transvaal  Council  last  week, 
and  which  has  already  passed  through- 
Committee  stage,  provides  that  any 
person  accused  by  a  detective  of  being 
in  the  possession  of  a  diamond  without 
a  licence  is  presumed  in  law  to  be  guilty, 
the  punishment  being  penal  servitude 
for  twenty  years,  and  whether,  seeing 
that  this  special  legislation  is  opposed  to- 
the  principles  of  the  ordinary  criminal 
law,  he  will  at  once  inform  Lord  Milner 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  cannot 
sanction  legislation  of  this  character. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Draft 
Ordinance  referred  to  follows  the  Cape 
Act  of  1882.  I  have  not  yet  received 
Lord  Milner's  report  on  this  Ordinance, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  I  do  not  consider 
it  desirable  to  express  any  opinion  as  to 
its  provisions. 


tSee  (4)  Debates,  cxxiii.,  943. 
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Ciolonial  Conference. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  to  the 
statement  in  the  Report  of  the  Colonial 
Conference  that  some  of  the  members 
had  objected  to  a  full  publication  of  the 
proceedings,  whether  he  will  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  these  members 
to  such  publication  in  order  that  the 
House  may  be  informed  as  to  the  reasons 
on  which  the  reported  resolutions  of  the 
Conference  were  based. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  matter 
was  fully  considered  at  the  time,  and  I 
am  notaware  of  any  circumstances  which 
have  arisen  likely  to  induce  the  members 
who  objected  to  publication  to  modify 
their  views. 

Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  proceedings  have 
been  published  by  one  of  the  colonies  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir. 

Diamosd  Finds  in  the  Traosvaal. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  during  his  visit  to  South 
Africa,  he  was  informed  that  a  valuable 
diamond  mine  had  been  discovered  in 
the  Transva^il;  whether,  seeing  that  Sir 
Arthur  Lawley  stated  on  20th  May,  at 
the  Legislative  Council,  that  the  Trans- 
vaal possessed  a  diamond  field  which 
bids  fair  to  rival  in  richness,  if  not 
excel,  any  field  hitherto  discovered, 
he  will  say  if,  under  the  new  Diamond 
Ordinance  promulgated  last  Monday, 
half  of  this  mine  will  be  given  to 
a  monopolist  diamond  syndicate,  the 
prospectors  and  owner*  of  the  surface 
land;  and  if  the  Governor  has  the 
power  to  let  out  the  remaining  half  of 
the  mine  to  the  same  syndicate  on 
tribute ;  and  why  the  general  public  has 
been  excluded,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
under  the  old  law  the  right  of  mining 
for  all  gold  and  precious  stones  belongs 
to  the  Government. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  am  aware 
that  valuable  finds  of  diamonds  have 
been  made  in  the  Transvaal.  I  have 
not  yet  received  the  text  of  the  Bill  and 
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I  am  therefore  not  at  present  prepared 
to  make  any  statement  on  the  subject. 

British  Treaty  Bights  with  Foreign 

Countries- 
Sir  EDG.A.R  VINCENT  (Exeter) :  1 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will  state  the 
names  of  those  foreign  countries  which 
allow  England  mostfavoured-nation 
treatment  and  of  those  which  do  not. 
and  the  foreign  countries  which  allow 
British  colonies  most-favoured  nation 
treatment  and  those  which  do  not. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY ofSTATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester) :  I  assume  that  the 
Question  refers  to  Treaty  rights.  A 
Paper  is  about  to  be  presented  giving 
this  information. 

Servia— Attitude  of  the  British 
QoTemment. 
Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
market):  1  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Sir  George  Bonham,  late 
British  Minister  at  Belgrade,  remains  at 
the  Servian  capital  in  a  representative  or  a 
private  capacity;  whether  the  British 
Legation  and  Consulates  in  Servia  retain 
their  extra-territorial  privileges ;  and  to 
whom  for  the  time  being  the  protection 
of  British  subjects  resident  in  Servia  is 
entrusted. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  formal 
official  functions  of  Sir  George  Bonham 
as  His  Majesty's  Representative  at  the 
Servian  Court  are  suspended.  He 
remains  for  the  present  at  Belgrade  as 
the  unofficial  Agent  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  It  has  been  usual  t<> 
recognise  the  right  of  a  Legation  to 
retain  the  customary  extra-territorial 
and  diplomatic  privileges  in  spite  of  a 
temporary  suspension  of  the  Minister's 
official  functions.  British  Consular 
officers  in  Servia  do  not  enjoy  extra- 
territorial privileges,  but  in  accordance 
with  usage  the  only  British  Consular 
Officer  in  the  country  will  continue  to 
exercise  his  Consular  functions.  Tlie 
protection  of  British  subjects  continues 
to  be  entrusted  to  His  Majesty's  Legation 
which  is  authorised  to  make  such  un- 
official communications  to  the  de  facto 
authorities  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 
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Mb.  MALCOLM:  May  I  ask  whether 
there  is  at  the  present  time  a  Servian 
Minister  accredited  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James  in  London  ? 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  No,  Sir.  His 
functions  lapsed  with  the  death  of  King 
Alexander,  just  as  Sir  6.  Bonham's 
lapsed  at  the  same  time. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I 
teg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  undertake 
that  before  diplomatic  relations  are 
formally  renewed  with  Servia  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  convey  to 
the  Servian  Government  an  expression 
of  the  feeling  of  this  country  at  the 
recent  murders,  and  a  demand  that 
those  guilty  should  be  brought  to  justice. 

T^B  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoxtr,  Manchester,  E.):  It  would 
■evidently  be  impossible  to  make  any 
remonstrance  or  representation  to  the 
Servian  Government  imtil  diplomatic 
relations  are  renewed.  There  appears 
to  be  a  fundamental  contradiction 
inherent  in  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member.  As  was  stated  by  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  I  may  remind  him  that  Sir 
0.  Bonbam  will  not  be  at  Belgrade  at 
the  time  when  the  new  Government  is 
inaugurated. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Can  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  say  whether  His 

Majesty's  Government  is  in  agreement 
vith  the  attitude  of  Russia  in  this 
matter  % 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  think 
4inything  is  gained  by  putting  or  answer- 
ing such  a  question.  We  have  taken  up 
•our  own  line  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Might 
1  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
be  can  say  whether  Hb  Majesty's 
Government  have  intimated  in  any  way 
that  they  consider  that  the  people  guilty 
of  these  murders  should  be  punished  % 

*Me.  SPEAKER  :  That  is  the  precise 
Question  on  the  Paper  which  has  been 
Jiaswered. 

VOL  CXXrV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


!      -Mr.  WILLLAM  REDMOND:  A  very 
proper  question ! 

Mr.  BRYGE  (Aberdeen.  S.) :  WUl  His 
Majesty's  Consul  be  at  Belgrade  in  order 
to  protect  British  subjects  if  any  occasion 
should  arise ) 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Vice- 
Consul  will  be  there. 

British  Treaties  of  Commerce  and 
Navigation. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  Return  of  most- 
favoured-nation clauses  in  existing 
treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation 
between  Great  Britain  and  foreign 
powers,  stating  the  period  when  ter- 
minable and  showing  whether  they 
apply  to  the  British  colonies,  in  force 
on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1903.  Further, 
may  I  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  grant  a  Return  showing 
the  nations  which,  although  not  bound 
by  treaty,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  give 
us  most-favoured-nation  treatment  ? 

Lord  CRANBORNE :  The  answer  to 
the  Question  on  the  Paper  is  in  the 
affirmative.  As  to  the  supplementary 
Question  I  am  discussing  that  point 
with  my  advisers.  Such  a  Return  would 
take  a  good  deal  longer  to  prepare. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  will  let  me  put  down  the 
first  Return  and  deal  with  the  supple- 
mentary matter  in  another  Return. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  Yes,  put  the 
first  Return  down  and  I  will  see  to  the 
other. 

Brussels  Sugar  Commission. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  the 
Permanent  Sugar  Commission  at 
Brussels  pronounced  that  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  contingent  system,  wherebj- 
a  certain  quantity  of  sugar  manufacture 
for  the  home  market  of  those  countries 
is  fixed  and  a  fixed  proportion  thereof 
allotted  to  each  manufacturer  therein, 
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constitutes  an  indirect  bounty  on  the 
production  or  export  of  sugar ;  if  so,  is 
this  pronouncement  final  and  binding 
on  the  signatory  States,  or  will  it,  since 
Austria  and  Hungary  are  separate  con- 
tracting parties  to  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention,  require  to  be  submitted  to 
a  conference  of  the  signatory  Powers 
for  the  decision  of  that  conference  under 
Article  VII.  of  that  Convention;  and 
have  His  Majesty's  Government  any 
information  that  Hungary  contemplates 
seceding  from  the  Convention  in  order 
to  retain  her  contingent  system,  or  that 
Austria  contemplates  similar  or  other 
action  in  this  respect. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  I  am  unable 
to  give  my  hon.  friend  any  information 
in  reply  to  his  first  Question.  The 
second  Question,  therefore,  must  be 
treated  as  hypothetical  and  cannot  be 
answered.  The  answer  to  the  last 
Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  the  noble 
Lord  aware  that  the  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  my  Question  appears  in  all  the 
journals  here  based  on  information 
derived  from  the  Permanent  Com- 
mission t 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  It  is  no  part 
of  my  official  duty  to  inquire  as  to  that. 

Commercial  Treaty  with  Germany. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  when  the 
promised  Papers  relating  to  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  Commercial  Treaty 
with  Germany  will  be  circulated  1 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  Papers  are 
now  being  prepared  and  will  be  pre- 
sented as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  How 
sooni 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  In  the  course 
of  a  very  few  days  I  hope. 

The  F.«giiaTi  Benedictines. 

COLONKL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  property  of 
any  EngUsh    subjects    has    lately  been 


seized  at  Douai  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment; and  if  our  Ambassador  at  Paria 
has  directions  to  protect  the  property  of 
all  English  subjects  expelled  from  Franco 
for  non-compliance  with  the  new  religious 
laws. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  personal  property  belonging  to 
individual  British  subjects  has  been 
seized  at  Douai.  Questions  have  arisen 
with  regard  to  the  corporate  property 
of  the  EngUsh  Benedictines  established 
there,  but  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
advised  that  the  corporate  property  of  a 
community  which  has  voluntarily  settled 
in  France,  is  subject  to  French  law,  and 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
no  locus  standi  to  intervene  on  its  behalf. 
His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris  is 
fully  cognisant  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  has  done  what  was  possible 
to  obtain  considerate  treatment  for  the 
English  Benedictines. 

British  Interests  at  Oape  Jnby. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  facts  that  a  British  com- 
pany,  formerly    carrying    on    trade    at 
Cape  Juby,    was   constantly   warned  by 
His    Majesty's    Government     that    the- 
territory  formed  portion  of  Morocco,  that 
the  factory  of    a  company  formed  by 
Lee  Brothers  of  Manchester  was    ulti- 
mately sold,  and    is  now  occupied  by 
troops  of  the  Sultan  of  Morocco,  and 
that   a  subsequent    British  private  ex- 
pedition to  the  same  district  was  treated 
as  unlawful ;    and,  if  so,  will    he  say 
whether  he  has  any  oflScial  information, 
showing  that  a  private  French  armed 
expedition,  supported   by   private  ships, 
has  occupied  the  district  of  Cape  Juby ;, 
and,  further,  which  of  the  Powers  have 
recognised  the  title  to  the  district  of 
the  Sultan  ;  and  what  steps  His  Majesty's. 
Government  propose  to  take  to  settle  the 
boundaries  of  Morocco. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's 
Government  addressed  no  warning  of  the 
kind  mentioned  to  the  North  -  West 
African  Company  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  refers.  But  at  the  time 
of  the  occupation  by  them  of  Cape  Juby^ 
we  decUned  to  promise  them  material 
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support  against  the  tribes.  The  com- 
pany evacuated  their  station  in  1895 
upon  the  following  conditions  amongst 
others:  that  the  Moorish  GoTernment 
should  pay  them  X50,000,  and  that  His 
Majesty  s  Government  should  recognise 
the  St^tan's  jurisdiction  over  the  terri- 
tory in  question  as  far  as  Cape  Bojador. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  subsequent  Brit- 
ish expedition  to  the  same  district,  nor 
have  I  any  information  as  to  the  alleged 
French  expedition,  nor  as  to  what  Powers 
have  recognised  the  Sultan's  jurisdiction 
over  the  coast  in  question.  The  present 
is  not  a  favourable  moment  for  taking 
action  in  the  direction  suggested  in  the 
last  Question. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  Are  any 
inquiries  being  made,  say  from  Spain  t 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  I  cannot  say 
straight  off,  but  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
wishes  to  know,  I  will  inquire. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  will  put 
down  a  further  Question. 

Oustoms  Duties. 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will 
state  on  what  items  the  increase  of 
£2,207,000  on  Customs  duties,  shown 
in  his  Budget  statement,  arises;  and 
the  increase  applicable  to  each. 

•The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon):  This 
is  a  Question  which  might  very  pro- 
perly be  unstarred,  because  there  is  a 
vast  amount  of  figures  involved,  and 
it  does  not  seem  reasonable  to  ask  me 
to  read  them  out.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  consent,  I  will  supply  him  with  a 
copy. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  To^y  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  Yes,  at  once. 

Statistical  Abstract. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE 
(Lincolnshire,  Ghunsborough) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South-West  Man- 
chester I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
caQed  to  the  fact  that  the  Statistical 
Abstract  for  1902  is  out  of  print ;  and 
whether  it  is  intended  to  reprint  it;  and, 


if  so,  how  soon  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  .'Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
Owing  to  an  unusual  demand  for  the 
Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  King- 
dom (published  in  1902),  the  Paper  is 
now  out  of  print.  I  am  informed  that  a 
reprint  has  been  ordered,  and  that  a 
further  supply,  available  on  application 
by  Members  who  have  not  already  received 
copies,  will  be  printed  and  ready  for  issue 
not  later  than  Thursday  next. 

Alien  Immigration. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  face  that  in  the  month 
of  May,  8,171  alien  immigrants,  inclusive 
of  1,308  sailors,  arrived  as  deck  or  third 
class  passengers  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
not  en  route  to  places  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  that  of  these,  3,350  arrived 
at  the  Port  of  London ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  presentment  of  the 
grand  jury  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
London  Sessions,  that  the  calendar  for 
the  present  month  shows  that  20  per 
cent,  of  the  prisoners  are  alien  criminals, 
and  of  the  fact  that  on  a  certain  day  no- 
English  was  heard  in  the  sessions  court, 
he  will  take  steps  to  expedite  legislation 
on  the  subject. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  the  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
BoNAR  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) :  The 
figures  given  in  the  Question  are  not 
quite  correctly  stated.  I  have  nothing 
to  add,  as  regards  legislation,  to  the  reply 
given  hy  me  to  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
15th  instant,  t 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  In  what 
respect  are  the  figures  not  accurate  t 
They  are  founded  on  the  Returns  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW:  They  are 
approximately  correct  but  not  quite 
accurate. 

Average  Duties  on  British  Exports. 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  can  state  the  average  duties 


t  See  (4)  Debate*,  oxxiii,  MS. 
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calculated  oa  an  ad  valorem  basis  levied 
in  the  different  foreign  countries  and  in 
our  colonies  on  the  larger  classes  of 
British  exports ;  and,  if  the  information 
is  not  at  his  disposal,  whether  be  will 
obtain  it. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  :  The  information 
asked  for  is  not  at  present  available,  and 
its  preparation  presents  great  difficulties 
owing  to  the  different  classifications 
adopted  in  the  tariffs  of  different 
countries.  The  matter,  however,  is  being 
looked  into. 


Canadian  and  American  Mails. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster -General 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  use  of  Galway  Bay  by  Allan  Line 
and  other  onean  steamers,  and  by  large 
war  vessels,  and  to  the  position  offered 
by  this  harbour  for  an  expeditious  mail 
service  between  this  country  and  America  ; 
and  whether,  in  future  contracts  for  the 
carrying  of  mails  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  Canada  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  he  will  favourably 
consider  the  representations  made  to  him 
for  the  selection  of  Galway  Harbour  for 
these  mail  services. 


The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  Due  consideration  will  be  given  to 
the  question  of  making  Galway  the 
terminal  port  for  the  Atlantic  Mail  ser- 
vices when  any  new  contract  is  about  to 
be  concluded.  But  at  present  I  see  no 
prospect  of  a  change  in  the  existing 
arrangements  for  the  American  mails. 
The  mail  service  to  and  from  Canada  is 
under  a  contract  made  by  the  Dominion 
Oovemment. 


Treatment  of  Lunatics— Case  of  0.  J. 
Smart. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Lo-al 
Government  Board  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  death  of  Charles 
Joseph  Smart  in  the  Middlesex  County 
Asylum  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  whether 
this  man  was  just  before  his  death  placed 
in  a  sti ait- jacket  without  the  doctor's 
orders,  and  whether  inquiries  will  be 
made  into  the  whole  matter. 


The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Waltkr 
Long,  Bristol,  S):  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  this  case  and  I  am  in 
communication  with  the  guardians  of  the 
Brentford  Union  on  the  subject.  It 
appears  that  the  man  was  removed  to 
the  workhouse  on  the  27th  of  last 
month  as  an  alleged  lunatic,  and  that  on 
the  30th  he  was  taken  to  the  asyluju, 
where  he  died  on  the  following  day.  The 
medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  states 
that  on  arrival  at  the  workhouse  the 
man  was  extremely  violent,  and  the 
assistant  medical  officer  deemed  it 
advisable  to  order  that  a  restraint  jacket 
should  be  used.  The  medical  officer  saw 
the  patient  early  next  day  and  kept  him 
under  constant  observation  until  his  re- 
moval to  the  asylum.  It  was  by  the 
express  direction  of  the  medical  officer 
that  the  patient  was  removed  in  the 
restraint  jacket.  I  understand  that  the 
case  will  come  before  the  guardians  at 
their  next  meeting.  Meanwhile  I  have 
applied  to  the  coroner  for  a  copy  of  the 
depositions  taken  at  the  inquest,  and  on 
the  receipt  of  this  1  will  consider 
whether  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  take 
any  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Do  I 
understand  that  this  man  was  put  into 
a  strait- waistcoat  by  the  express  order 
of  the  medical  officer  ? 

MR.  WALTER  LONG  :  Yes. 


Mr.    WILLIAM  REDMOND: 
was  contradicted  at  the  inquest. 


That 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  propose  to 
ask  for  a  copy  of  the  evidence  as  I  have 
already  stated. 

Traction  Traffic  in  the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  HORNER  (Lambeth,  N.I :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  traffic  and  the  injury  done  to 
the  wood  pavements  by  trains  of  heavily- 
loaded  wagons  drawn  by  traction  engines 
through  the  streets  of  the  Metropolis ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  initiate  legis- 
lation upon  the  subject. 
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Mr,  WALTER  LONG :  I  am  aware 
tliat  complaints  have  been  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  use  of  traction  engines 
in  the  streets  of  London.  The  County 
Council  are  empowered  by  Section  6  of 
the  Locomotives  Act;  1898,  to  make 
by-laws  dealing  with  this  matter,  and  I 
understand  that  they  are  preparing 
st>me  by-laws  on  the  subject. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Mosenm. 
♦SiB  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
beg  t<)  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  any  change 
has  been  made  in  the  plans  for  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  which  will 
increase  the  accommodation  for  the 
teaching  of  art  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  purposes  of  the 
exhibition  of  the  collections. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Sir  WiLUAM  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  A  change  was  made  in  1900 
in  the  original  plans  for  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum.  The  result  of  this 
change  would  be  to  increase  the  accom- 
modation for  the  Royal  College  of  Art, 
and  might  be  regarded  as  prejudicial  to 
the  exhibition  of  the  collections.  I  am 
in  communication  with  the  Office  of 
Works  on  the  subject. 

Sanitation  in  the  West  Fife  Coalfield. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith, 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  the  lack  of  suflScient  provision 
for  sanitation  in  the  West  Fife  coalfield, 
coupled  with  the  stream  pollution  there, 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Scottish 
Office ;  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land is  satisfied  that  the  Scottish  Local 
Government  Board  exercises  adequate 
supervision  in  such  cases  over  the  action 
of  the  local  authorities,  or  whether  he 
proposes  to  render  the  Edinburgh  Board 
effective  to  deal  with  the  lack  of  sanita- 
tion in  such  growing  districts. 

Thb  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  Scott  Dickson, 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton) :  The  question  of  the 
pollution  of  the  streams  in  the  West  of 
Fife  has  been  under  consideration  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  An  inquiry 
has  been  ordered  and  will  be  undertaken 
at  the  earhest  possible  time.     In  reply  to 


the  second  Question  the  answer  is  in  the 
affirmative,  having  regard  to  the  extent 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  that  Board 
by  statute.  Any  additional  powers  can 
only  be  given  by  legislation,  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  cannot  at  present 
undertake  any  obligation  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON:  Perhaps 
the  Solicitor-General  will  inquire  as  to 
the  powers  exercised  by  the  English 
Local  Government  Board  in  this 
direction. 

Mr.  SCOTT  DICKSON :  Yes,  I  will 
make  that  inquiry. 

Irish  Education  Qrants- 

Mr.  ROCHE  (Gal  way,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  his  sanction  has 
been  given  to  the  notice  issued  by  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  to 
managers  neutralising  the  effect  of  Rule 
82  (b)  dealing  with  grants  in  aid  of  local 
contributions  to  existing  vested  schools, 
whether  vested  in  the  Commissioners  or 
in  trustees,  for  adding  to  or  enlarging 
them,  for  enclosing  sites,  for  other 
desirable  or  necessary  structural  changes 
or  improvements,  or  for  repairs  rendered 
necessary  by  storms ;  and,  if  not,  will 
the  Commissioners  be  asked  to  carry 
out  this  rule  as  printed  in  their  author- 
ised edition,  by  aiding  in  repairing  all 
schools  injured  by  thelate  storm. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  tor  IRE 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  No, 
Sir.  Such  notices  or  circulars  are  issued 
by  the  Commissioners  and  do  not  require 
the  approval  of  the  Executive.  In  the 
present  case,  I  understand  that  it  became 
necessary  to  point  out  to  school 
managers  that  some  misconception  had 
arisen  with  respect  to  the  application 
of  the  rule  referred  to.  The  Commis- 
sioners explained  that  they  cannot  make 
grants  in  aid  of  ordinary  repairs  to 
schools  vested  in  trustees,  even  though 
the  need  for  such  maybe  at  ributable 
directly  or  indirectly  to  storms.  The 
rule  was  only  intended  to  provide  for 
repairs  of  a  pressing  nature  and  where 
it  is  essential  to  prevent  the  school- 
house  being  closed  altogether  owing  to 
serious  and  exceptional  damage  done  to 
the  structure  by  storms. 
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Birr  and  Fortnnma  Line- 

Mr.  ROCHE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
expended  on  the  Birr  and  Portumna  line 
of  railway  ;  also  whose  property  it  is  at 
present;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
portion  of  the  line  has  been  stolen  or 
taken  away ;  that  this  stealing  of  the 
line  is  continued  up  to  the  present ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  give  instructions 
to  prevent  this. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  cost  of  con- 
struction of  this  line  was  about  £80,000. 
The  Great  Southern  and  Western  Com- 
pany worked  the  line  for  ten  years,  and 
when  their  lease  expired  in  1878  they 
surrendered  the  line,  which  then  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Commissioners  as  first  mortgagees.  The 
rails,  etc.,  were  carried  away  by  irre- 
sponsible persons. 

Mr.  ROCHE:  I  saw  the  material 
being  carted  away.  Cannot  the  looting 
be  stopped  Y 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  told  there  is 
nothing  left  worth  stealing. 

BoBcommon  Bate  Collections- 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  Ireland  has  refused  the  request  of  the 
Roscommon  County  Council  to  sanction 
the  payment  of  their  poundage  fees  to 
certain  rate  collectors  who  had  exceeded 
the  prescribed  period  for  making  lodg- 
ments, but  who  had  completed  their 
collections ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
further  representations  of  the  County 
Council  as  to  the  difficulty  of  collection, 
the  congestion  of  the  districts,  and  the 
poverty  of  many  of  the  ratepayers,  he 
will  advise  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  reconsider  its  decision. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. No  satisfactory  explanation  has 
been  given  of  the  negligence  of  these 
collectors  to  complete  their  collections 
within  the  prescribed  period.  The  Board 
is  unable  to  allow  these  men  to  receive 
the  same  consideration  as  has  been  shown 
to  the  larger  number  of  collectors  who 
completed  their  work  promptly  and  well. 


Liamore  Oarrotting  Case. 
♦Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  police 
to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  persons  impli- 
cated in  the  recent  case  of  garrotting 
near  Lismore. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  One  of  the  two 
persons  implicated  is  in  custody,  oa 
remand.  The  police  are  making  every 
effort  to  capture  the  second.  , 

*Mr.  O'SHEE:  Wm  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  direct  some  of  the  extra  police 
in  Tallow,  the  nearest  police  station,  to 
be  detailed  for  the  duty  of  capturing  this 
garrotter,  as  no  crime  exists  in  Tallow  ? 

Tallow  Meeting  Prohibited. 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  on  what  grounds 
and  by  whose  directions  the  public  mett- 
ing  called  for  the  town  of  Tallow  on  th« 
7th  instant  was  prohibited  without  pro- 
clamation by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
then  permitted  to  take  place  less  than 
half-a-mile  from  the  place  where  a  field 
had  been  hired  and  a  platform  erected  ; 
how  many  police  were  drafted  into 
Tallow  and  Lismore  on  the  occasion  ; 
what  was  the  object  of  drafting  theiu 
into  Lismore,  which  is  four  miles  from 
Tallow,  and  holding  them  in  the  Lis- 
more courthouse  under  arms  during  the 
day ;  what  is  the  cost  of  the  extra  police 
and  what  proportion,  if  any,  of  this  cost 
will  be  borne  by  the  county  rates. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  meeting  was 
held  without  interference  at  a  place 
one  and  a  half  miles  distant  from  Tallow. 
A  police  force  consisting  of  four  officers 
and  133  men  was  drafted  in  and  so  dis- 
posed at  Tallow,  with  a  reserve  at 
Lismore,  as  to  give  any  protection  that 
might  have  been  needed  to  Mr.  O'Keefe 
and  any  others  concerned  in  recent  liti- 
gation. The  cost  of  the  force  amounts 
to  about  £70,  of  which  £11  IBs.  will  be 
charged  to  local  rates. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  awal'e  that 
the  meeting  was  advertised  some  weeks 
previously,  and  yet  neither  theCommittee 
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Dor  the  Members  of  Parliament  an- 
nounofld  to  speak  were  warned  that  it 
would  be  prohibited. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  was  advertised. 

♦Bfe.  O'SHEE:  Itwas  announced  some 
weeks  beforehand. 

Tnllamore  Oaol- 
Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
■eeing  that  the  floors  of  nearly  all  the 
cells  in  His  Majesty's  Prison  at  TuUa- 
more  are  flagged  with  a  kind  of  stone 
known  as  sweating  stone,  he  will  advise 
the  General  Prisons  Board  to  have 
boarded  flooring  put  in  cells  which  have 
no  fires,  in  the  interest  of  the  health  of 
the  prisoners. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  advised  that 
the  stone  flags  are  very  dry  in  all  seasons, 
and  that  they  are  in  no  way  detrimental 
to  health.  Fires  are  not  placed  in  prison 
cells  which  are  heated  otherwise. 

Mb.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  Well,  I  am 
in  a  position  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Oenuemen's  information  is  not  correct. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  told  the  cells 
are  paved  with  red  sandstone  flags 
which  do  not  sweat. 

Mb.  BOGHE  :  From  personal  experi- 
ence I  can  corroborate  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Mayo. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (KUkenny): 
So  can  I,  and  I  have  had  very 
considerable  experience. 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  question  cannot 
be  argued  now. 

Mb.  DELANY  (Queen's  Co..  Ossory) : 
Has  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  ever  been 
an  inmate  of  Tullamore  Gaol  1 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  ! 

Irish  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry. 
W,):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to     the    Lord    Lieutenant    of    Ireland 


whether  tenants  who  gave  up  their 
holdings  because  they  were  unable  to 
pay  their  ronts  and  have  since  offered 
reduced  rente  will  be  regarded  as  evicted 
tenante  in  the  Land  BilL 

Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  words  "evicted 
tenants  "  are  not  used  in  the  BflL  The 
class  of  persons  referred  to  is  covered  by 
the  provisions  of  Clause  2  (1)  (d). 

Smerwick  Harbour- 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loin 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  applications  made  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  by  the  fishermen  of 
Smerwick  Harbour  for  the  erection  of  a 

Sier  and  of  the  number  of  families  in  the 
istrict  who  depend  solely  on  the  fishing 
industry,  he  will  urge  the  Board  to  take 
immediate  steps  for  the  construction  of 
this  pier. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  Board,  three 
years  ago,  offered  to  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  extending  the  existing  slip. 
No  action  has  since  been  taken  by  the 
County  or  Rural  District  Council. 

Limerick  and  Cork  Mail  Trains. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Irehind  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  London  and 
North-Westem  Railway  Company's  ex- 
press boat,  at  present  leaving  Dublin  at 
10.15  a.m.,  is  to  be  changed  on  1st  July 
to  11  a.m.,  thus  enabling  passengers  from 
the  north  and  west  of  Ireland  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  accelerated  service ; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  attention  of  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company 
of  Ireland  be  called  to  the  fact  with  the 
view  of  having  an  early  train  from 
Limerick  and  Cork  run  in  the  same 
connection. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  proposed 
alteration  has  been  notified  in  the  public 
Press.  Further  publicity  will  attach  to 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and  the 
matter  can  scarcely  escape  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  and  directors  of  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company. 

Mortgages  on  Irish  Land. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary   to  the 
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Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  what,  approximately,  is  the  amount 
of  money  charged  by  way  of  mortgage  on 
Irish  landed  estates. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  this  information.  There 
is  no  material  officially  available  from 
which  to  ascertain  it,  but  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  many  properties 
are  very  heavily  mortgaged. 

Vandelenr  Estate. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  settle- 
ment created  by  the  late  Lord  Russell  on 
the  Vandeleur  estate,  in  County  Clare,  is 
still  in  force  between  landlord  and  tenant ; 
and  whether  these  tenants  wiU  be  at 
liberty  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Land 
Bill  should  it  become  law  this  year. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  award  recited 
that  the  evicted  tenants  had  been  re- 
instated in  their  holdings  as  tenants,  that 
some  of  them  had  had,  and  others  had 
not  had,  judicial  rents  fixed,  and  that  the 
landlord  had  agreed  to  accept  arrears  of 
rent  at  a  certain  rate  in  the  case  of 
"judicial  tenants,"  and  at  a  different  rate 
from  non-judicial  tenants.  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  landlord  re-instated  the 
evicted  judicial  tenants  with  the  intention 
that  their  status  as  such  should  be  con- 
tinued. I  understand  that  it  was  subse- 
quently held  in  a  Court  of  law  that  the 
award  was  not  legally  binding. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  circular  has 
been  issued  directing  that  all  the  tenants 
must  pay  the  hanging  galel  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman'  make  representa- 
tions so  that  this  may  not  be  persisted  in  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
that.  I  know  that  the  award  was  held 
not  to  be  legally  binding.  I  cannot 
prevent  anyone  exercising  his  private 
rights. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  But 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
day  the  Government  might  take  some 
steps  to  prevent  these  people  being 
treated  as  they  are  threatened  by 
circular. 
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Mr.  PATRICK   O'BRIEN :  You  caa 
refuse  to  lend  the  forces  of  the  Crown. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 


Oalway  and  the  Marine  Works  Act 
Qrant. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  much  of  th» 
Marine  Works  Act  Grant  has  already 
been  expended  within  the  limits  of  th» 
Parliamentary  Borough  of  Galway;  how- 
much  has  been  granted  for  works  in  the 
same  area  ;  and  how  much  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  expended. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  It  is  not  proposed 
to  expend  any  portion  of  the  grant  in 
this  area.  The  Government  is  in 
communication  with  the  County 
Council  with  respect  to  the  carrying  out 
of  Marine  Works  at  other  points  in  the 
county. 

Mr,  CHARLES  DEVLIN :  Then  I  may 
take  it  that  nothing  is  to  be  expended 
in  this  area. 


Mr.    WYNDHAM: 
tenor  of  my  reply. 


That    was    th» 


Ashbourne  Act  Purchasers- 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.):  To- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  KilmacthomaSr 
Carrick-on-Suir.  and  other  Boards  ol 
Guardians  in  Ireland,  declaring  that^ 
owing  to  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
on  the  British  National  Debt  from 
3  per  cent,  at  time  of  purchase  to  2^ 
per  cent.,  the  tenant  purchasers  under 
the  Ashbourne  Acts  are  now  paying 
10s.  per  cent  more  than  they  equitably 
should ;  and  whether  he  will  accept  or 
insert  a  Clause  in  the  Land  Bill  to  deal 
with  this  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Advances  under 
the  Ashbourne  Acts  were  made  by  the 
issue  of  Local  Loans  Stock  which 
carried,  and  still  carries,  a  3  per  cent, 
dividend.  This  is  not  affected  by 
fluctuations  in  the  dividends  on  Consols^ 
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Mr.  DILLON: 
be  redeemable  1 


When  will  the  stock 


Me.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  in  1912. 

Irish  Local  Oovemment  Board  Staff. 

Mb.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
explain  why  the  practice  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  appoint  to 
vacancies  on  the  permanent  staff 
temporary  inspectors  who  have 
satisfactorily  discharged  their  duties 
has  been  departed  from  within  the  past 
few  days  in  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Charles 
O'Connor  from  the  position  of  auditor 
to  that  of  inspector,  and  state  the  special 
circumstances  which  necessitated  the 
transfer  of  Mr.  O'Connor ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  Mr.  Wilson  Lynch  has 
been  for  several  years  a  temporary 
inspector  and  has  discharged  his  duties 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  he  will  before  the  post  of 
auditor  is  filled,  consider  the  desirability 
of  again  attaching  Mr.  O'Connor  to  the 
Audit  Department. 

Mr.  WYNDHA.VI:  Infilling  vacancies 
on  the  Staff  of  Inspectors  the  Local 
(Sovernment  Board  invariably  proceeds 
upon  the  principle  of  selecting  persons 
who,  in  the  Board's  opinion,  are  the 
most  competent  and  best  qualified. 
That  principle  was  followed  in  the  case 
of  the  vacancy  mentioned. 

Irish  Land  Purchase 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  effect  of 
the  aboUtion  of  the  quit  rent  on  the 
instalments  to  be  paid  by  the  tenant 
under  the  Irish  Land  Bill  on  £100  rental, 
and  wUl  he  also  lay  a  Paper  showing 
the  comparative  effect  on  the  tenant's 
instalments  under  the  present  Bill  and 
previous  Purchase  Acts. 

m.  WYNDHAM :  The  effect  of  the 
abolition  of  the  perpetual  rent  charge 
will  best  be  illustrated  by  a  re-issue  of 
the  Return,  Na  183  of  this  session, 
with  an  additional  column  showing 
figures  under  the  altered  conditions, 
mth    respect    to     instalments    under 


previous  Purchase  Acts  I  would  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  Return  No.  186  of 
1902. 

Ireland— Mayors  and  the  Judicial  Oath- 

Me.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  in  the  majority 
of  the  boroughs  in  Ireland,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  of  1840,  the  mayors  have  been 
acting  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  without 
being  required  to  take  the  judicial  oath, 
and  that  the  mayor  of  Clonmel  upon 
the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty 
declined  to  take  the  judicial  oath,  a 
course  followed  by  the  present  mayor, 
which  was  legal  in  accordance  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  which  has,  however,  subsequently 
been  changed,  and  in  view  of  the  incon- 
venience caused  by  the  action  of  the 
Irish  Executive  in  this  matter,  the 
Government  will  take  steps  to  obtain  a 
decision  of  a  competent  Court  of  Law 
upon  the  point  in  question,  as  lequested 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Clonmel  Corpora- 
tion communicated  to  him  in  April  last. 

The  ATTORNEY -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.):  At  my  right  hon.  friend's 
request  I  will  reply  to  this  Question.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member's 
statement  is  quite  accurate  in  its  details, 
but  1  concur  with  him  in  thinking  that 
it  is  desirable  to  have  the  question  of 
law  mentioned  raised  and  determined 
in  a  Court  of  Law,  if  a  convenient  oppor- 
tunity should  present  itself. 

Mr.  CONDON :  I  acted  as  mayor  for 
six  years.  Why  was  not  action  taken 
in  my  case  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  point  was  not 
raised  until  recently. 

Mr.  CONDON  :  I  raised  it  myself  last 
year  by  refusing  to  take  the  oath. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order. 

Mr.  CONDON  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman contradicted  my  statement. 
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The  Irisli  Gold  Onuunents. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  decision 
which  has  been  given  in  the  case  of  the 
Irish  gold  ornaments,  he  will -suggest 
to  His  Majesty  that  they  should  be 
handed  over  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  A  good  many 
matters  of  some  complexity  arise  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  I  shall 
be  glad  if  the  hon.  Baronet  will  put 
down  a  Question  for  a  later  day,  and  I 
hope  I  shall  then  be  in  a  position  to  give 
«  complete  answer. 

Irish  Butter  Trade— Bailway  Delays  in 
England- 

Mk.  JOYCE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  complaints  as  to  the  delay  in  delivery 
of  saltiess  Irish  butter  coming  from 
Limerick  and  consigned  to  the  Mapleton 
Dairy  Company,  iSenbridge,  Kent,  and 
as  to  the  non-delivery  of  two  boxes  of 
the  same  class  butter  consigned  to  the 
Cash  Stores,  High  Street,  Dovercourt, 
sent  from  Limerick  on  the  11th  inst. 
and  not  delivered  on  the  16th  inst, 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  inquire  into 
these  complaints  and  take  steps  to  make 
the  railway  companies  responsible  for 
the  delay  in  fulfilling  their  obligations 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW:  Yes,  Sir;  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  receiveid,  through 
the  hon.  Member,  a  letter  containing 
the  complaints  in  question.  Inquiry  is 
being  made  of  the  railway  companies 
-concerned,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
inform  the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

Ctermany  and  Canada. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Colonial  Conference  1902,  or  in 
any  other  Papers  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, there  is  any  statement  of  the 
views  of  the  British  Government  or  the 
Canadian  Government  on  the  conduct 
of  Germany  in  placing  Canada  on  the 
general  tariff. 
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Me.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  There  is 
no  such  statement  in  any  Papers  which 
have  been  presented  to  Parliament.  A 
general  reference  to  the  matter  will  be 
found  on  page  39  of  the  Colonial  Con- 
ference Blue-book  Cd.  1299  of  1902. 

Me.  BUCHANAN:  Was  it  not  a 
matter  of  special  complaint  at  the 
Colonial  Conference  t 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  would 
not  say  that.  It  was  not  specially  dis- 
cussed by  the  Conference. 

Me.  BUCHANAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  did  not  allude  to 
it  in  his  speech  to  the  Conference  1 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  report 
of  my  speech  is  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  any  corre- 
spondence has  ensued  between  the 
British  and  German  Governments  re- 
lating to  the  higher  duties  levied  on 
Canadian  products ;  if  so,  will  he  lay  it 
upon  the  Table ;  if  not,  is  it  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  make 
effective  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  G«rman  Government. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  corre- 
spondence on  this  subject  will  be  very 
shortly  laid  on  the  Table.  I  think, 
perhaps,  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  better 
wait  till  he  sees  the  correspondence 
before  putting  a  Question  as  to  its 
character. 

Mb.  LAMBERT :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  part  of  the 
Question  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  better  wait  and  see  the 
correspondence. 

Mr.  BLACK:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  steps  he  has  taken  or  is 
taking  to  induce  Germany  to  cease 
differentiation  against  Canada  other 
than  inviting  discussion  in  this  country 
upon  retaliation  duties. 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Ques- 
tion should  be  addressed  to  the  Foreign 
Office,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
«ffectiTe  steps  that  can  be  taken  under 
our  present  fiscal  system. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  :  Have  the 
Canadian  Grovemment  recently  approached 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment  asking  for 
intervention  in  regard  to  the  dispute 
with  Grermany  Y 


Mr.  black  :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
attention  of  Germany  has  been  called  to 
the  hospitality  which  she  enjoys  from 
us  at  our  coaling  stations  1 

Me.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  That  U 
not  a  Question  which  ought  to  be 
addressed  to  me. 

Canadian  Duties. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWTJS:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  are  the  Canadian  rates  of  im- 
port duty  as  given  in  Cd.  1299  of  1902, 
pp.  115,  116,  and  117,  still  in  force, 
or  have  they  been  varied;  are  the 
Canadian  duties  on  British  cotton-woven 
manufactures  from  16g  to  23^  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  on  iron  and  steel  manu- 
factures principally  20  per  cent.,  on  iron 
and  steel  machinery,  except  mining,  16§ 
per  cent.,  on  iron  and  woollen-woven 
manufactures  from  20  to  2.1i  per  cent. ; 
and  will  he  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Return 
showing  for  each  of  the  following  colonies 
and  possessions,  viz.,  Austrdia,  New 
Zealand,  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  Canada, 
West  Indies,  British  Guiana,  and  India 
the  present  rates,  or  approximate  rates, 
ad  valorem  of  the  import  duties  levied 
on  British  cotton  manufactures,  iron  and 
steel  manufactures,  machinery,  and  woollen 
manufactures,  respectively,  as  well  as  the 
extra  duties,  if  any,  levied  on  similar 
imports  of  other  than  British  origin. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  rates 
of  duty  given  on  goods  imported  into 
Canada  in  Cd.  1299  of  1902,  pp.115-7, 
are  still  in  force,  with  the  exception  that 
the  rates  given  in  the  column  headed 
"Rates  under  the  General  Tariff"  are 
subject  to  a  surtax  of  one-third  of  the 
■duty  if  the  goods  are  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  Germany.  The  rates 
of  duty  on  the  British  textile  and  iron 
and  steel  manufactures  are  as  stated  in 
the  Question,  but  the  rates  given  for 
cotton-woven  manufactures  andmachinery 
are  for  princvpal  articles  only.  As  regards 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  the  information  in  the 
Return  published  ini  November  last. 
Command  fS66. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that 

Fiscal  Inquiry- 
Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  he  has  ex- 
amined the  precedent  for  an  inquiry 
into  proposals  for  fiscal  changes  in  this 
country  afibrded  by  the  Select  Committee 
on  Import  Duties,  1840,  which  took 
evidence  in  public  and  published  its 
Report,  and  upon  which  the  Government 
were  represented  by  two  Ministers,  one 
of  Cabinet  rank ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advantages  of  this  method 
of  inquiry  over  the  proposed  method. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  certainly  do 
not  lay  down  the  dogmatic  proposition 
that  an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  this 
House  would  be  necessarily  an  improper 
way  of  approaching  this  subject,  or  parts 
of  this  subject;  but  I  do  not  think 
anything  would  be  gained  by  appointing 
a  Committee  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  BLACK :  I  beg  to  ask  the^First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
from  time  to  time  issue  in  Blue-book 
form  the  statistical  information  obtained 
by  the  Cabinet  in  their  inquiry  into  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  proposal  for  a 
revision  of  the  fiscal  arrangements  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  At  the  same 
time  may  I  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  whether  some  public  notice 
will  be  given  of  the  time  when  oral 
evidence  is  to  be  received  upon  the 
fiscal  inquiry,  in  order  that  those  con- 
nected with  the  working  classes  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  tender  their 
evidence ;  whether  such  oral  evidence 
is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Cabinet,  or 
to  any  person  or  persons  appointed  to 
receive  it ;  and  whether  all  materials 
used  and  all  evidence  taken,  either 
orally  or  in  writing,  will  be  made  public 
as  early  as  possible,  and  at  such  a  time 
as  to    ensure    that    the   question   of  a 
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fundamental  change  in  our  present 
fiscal  arrangements  will  not  be  submitted 
to  an  unprepared  Party  and  the  un- 
prepared conBtituencies. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
contemplate  giving  any  undertaking 
with  regard  to  this  inquiry. 

Mil.  BLACK :  Do  I  understand  that 
the  Government  will  only  give  such  in- 
formation as  suits  themselves  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  to  understand  what 
I  said,  which  is  that  I  would  not  give 
any  undertaking  on  the  subject. 

Bimetallism  and  the  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Otley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  the  desirability  of  adopting 
a  bi-metallic  currency  will  form  part  of 
the  inquiry  which  is  being  held  into  our 
fiscal  relations  with  the  colonies  and 
foreign  countries. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  see  no  con- 
nection between  the  currency  problem 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  fiscal  problem  to  which  I  understand 
him  to  refer. 

Naval  Works  Bill- 
Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can 
say  when  the  Naval  Works  Bill  will  be 
introduced. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Bill  is  ready,  but  I  cannot  as  yet 
definitely  fix  a  day  for  its  introduction. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  218].  Minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee 
to  be  printed.  [No.  218J  Bill,  as 
amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee), 
to  be  considered  upon  Friday,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  252.] 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 
Ordered,  That  a  Message   be  sent  to 
the  Lords  to  request  that  their  Lord- 


ships will  be  pleased  to  give  leave  to' Sir 
Henry  Graham,  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments, to  attend  to  be  exanlined  as  a 
Witness  before  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts. — (Sir  Arthur  Hayter.) 

FINANCE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.    W.  LowTHEK  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  1  :— 

Mr.  hardy  (Kent,  Ashford)  moved 
the  postponement  of  Clause  1  (duty  on 
grain,  etc,  to  cease.)    He  said  that  hon. 
Members  in  bringing  forward  particular 
questions  were  often  much  hampered  by 
the  rules  of    debate,  and  of  that  they 
had  a   conspicuous  illustration  on  the 
Second   Reading  of    the    Finance   Bill, 
when  every  speaker,  except  perhaps  the 
Prime    Minister,  dealt   with   a  subject 
which  was  not  immediately  before  the 
House.    That  day  he  was  hampered  in 
very  much  the  same  way.     In  moving 
the  postponement  of  the  clause  he  would 
have  to  tread  very  warily,  for  he  could 
not  go  in  detail  into  the  considerations 
which  had  induced  him  to  bring  forward 
the  Motion.    What    he   did   desire  to 
obtain  on  general  grounds  by  this  step 
was  that  the  Committee  should  decide 
for   themselves    from    what    particular 
source  of  indirect  taxation   that   reUef 
should    be   given,    which    it   had    been 
decided  by  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time 
should  be  given,  to  the  taxpayer   this 
year.     If  they  passed   the  clause  as  it 
stood  they  would  have  eaten  their  cake, 
and   those   who   were  anxious  for  the 
relief  of  the  tea  or  coal  duties,  or  other 
sources  of  indirect  taxstion,  would  only 
be  able  to  discuss  the  matter  academi- 
cally,  because   the   whole  of  the  relief 
available  would  have  been  given  away. 
In   parting  with  this  clause  they  would 
be  parting   with   an  actual    source    of 
revenue,  whereas  in  dealing  with  other 
taxes  they  would  deal  with  reductions, 
the  taxes   remaining  part  of  the  fiscal 
system   to   be   reduced  or  extended  as 
might    be     deemed   expedient    in    the 
future.    He  also    thought    the    House 
might  fairly  ask  to  be  given  the  same 
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selective  power  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  used  when  he  introduced  the 
Budget.  They  ought  in  fact  to  be 
allowed  to  decide  between  two  alterna- 
tives. At  the  time  the  Budget  was  intro- 
duced they  supposed  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  spoke  for  the  Cabinet 
as  a  whole,  but  since  then  the  situation 
had  materially  altered,  and  they  might 
well  ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  only  for  himself.  Without 
desiring  to  dwell  in  detail  upon  this 
question,  he  thought  it  was  desirable, 
now  that  they  had  actually  got  to  the 
discussion  of  the  corn  duty  itself,  that 
they  should  bring  forward  this  Motion 
in  order  to  give  the  House  free  liberty  of 
deciding  from  which  source  it  would 
take  this  indirect  taxation,  and  also  to 
give  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a 
further  opportunity  of  saying  whether 
he  would  not  meet  the  objections  of 
those  who  desired  to  retain  this  tax  and 
reconsider  the  matter  at  the  last  moment. 
He  begged  to  move. 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  In  page  1  to  postpone  Clause  1." —  {Mr. 
Hardy.) 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
My  hon.  friend  has  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  consent  to  the  postponement  of 
this  clause  in  order  that  the  Committee 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  decide  what 
form  of  relief  shall  be  given  to  indirect 
taxation,  and  he  argued  that  unless  the 
com  tax  be  postponed  and  the  tea  tax 
«omeson  first  the  Committee  will  not  have 
that  opportunity.  So  far  as  the  form  is 
concerned,  the  question  as  between  com 
and  tea  was  distinctly  raised  by  the 
Amendment  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Sleaford  when  he  moved  his 
Amendment  to  the  Second  Reading;  and 
•certainly  the  support  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  got  was  hardly  sufficient  to 
justify  the  hon.  Member  in  now  ask- 
ing for  a  postponement  of  this  clause. 
I  cannot  see  that  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  clause  would  effect  the 
purpose  he  desires.  The  hon.  Member 
says  he  desires  the  Committee  to  have 
a  free  hand  and  full  liberty  to  decide 
between  the  corn  tax  and  the  tea  duty, 
-or  any  of  the  other  duties  involved. 
Surely  my    hon.  friend   must   see  that 


some  one  tax  must  come  first,  and 
assuming  that  there  is  a  certain  amount 
to  be  given  away,  and  no  more, 
where  does  the  liberty  of  the  Committee 
come  in  1  Whatever  tax  comes  first  the 
decision  which  the  Committee  comes  t(» 
on  that  particular  tax  settles  the  matter. 
Our  view  —  and  it  is  very  much 
strengthened  by  what  took  place  on  the 
Second  Reading — is  that  by  far  the  most 
proper  and  most  important  tax  to  remit 
is  the  corn  tax.  My  hon.  friend  differs 
from  me  in  that  respect,  but  he  can  hardly 
expect  me  to  postpone  a  tax  which  we 
think  ought  to  be  taken  ofi"  in  order  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  inducing  the 
House  to  take  off  a  tax  which  we  do  not 
think  ought  to  be  taken  ofi'.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
consent  to  the  proposal  made  by  my 
hon.  friend.  ' 


Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 
said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  the  decision  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he 
thought  the  appeal  of  his  hon.  friend 
who  had  moved  this  Amendment  was 
not  at  all  an  unreasonable  one.  The 
Government  was  asked  to  take  a  course 
which  they  had  frequently  adopted  on 
other  measures  of  much  less  importance, 
and  that  was  to  leave  it  an  open  question 
to  their  supporters  on  this  side  of  the 
House  and  give  them  a  fair  opportunity 
of  coming  to  a  decision  as  to  whether 
the  remission  of  indirect  taxation  should 
be  made  upon  one  or  the  other  of  these 
two  articles — tea  on  the  one  hand,  and 
corn  on  the  other.  When  he  placed  his 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  his  object  was 
to  substitute  tea,  or  some  other  subject 
of  indirect  taxation,  for  a  remission  of 
taxation  instead  of  corn,  and  he  did  so 
because  he  was  aware  that  a  very  -large 
number  of  hon.  Members  thoroughly 
shared  his  opinion  on  the  point.  With 
that  view  he  had  placed  upon  the  Paper 
a  series  of  Amendments,  and  if  this 
clause  had  been  postponed,  he  should 
have  moved  them  in  turn.  After  the 
speech  of  th  •  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq  uer , 
however,  he  recognised  that  this  would 
not  be  possible,  and  the  only  result  of 
moving  his  series  of  Amendments  would 
be  that  his  opposition  would  degenerate 
into  pure  obstruction,  and  he  never  had 
and  never  would  adopt  that  course.  As 
the  Chancellor    of   the   Exchequer  had 
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refused  to  make  this  concession,  he 
should  not  persevere  in  his  intention  of 
moving  his  Amendments.  At  the  same 
time,  he  must  state  that  there  was  one 
question  upon  which  he  was  absolutely 
pledged  to  a  vast  number  of  supporters 
outside,  and  that  was  to  support  the 
omission  of  this  clause  and  to  endeavour 
to  substitute  a  remission  of  the  tea  duty. 
He  saw  no  possibility  of  succeeding  with 
regard  to  this  Amendment,  and  probably 
it  would  be  best  for  them  to  make  their 
fight  when  they  came  to  the  omission  of 
Clause  1. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTIIER  (Kent. 
Thanet)  said  he  had  not  hesitated  to 
declare  that  the  abandonment  of  the 
com  duty  was  a  cowardly  and  disgraceful 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
the  blame  must  not  be  uttributed  to 
one  Minister,  because  all  members  of  thn 
Cabinet  must  share  the  responsibility  of 
an  act  which  would  be  very  much  to 
their  disgrace  in  time  to  come.  Nobody 
felt  the  burden  of  this  tax,  and  the 
foreigner  paid  it. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Cider,  order! 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled 


Me,  JAMES  LOWTHER:   We 
not  allovred  to  discuss  it. 
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were 


to   discuss 

now,    we 

by  and  by. 


the  character  of   the  clause 
shall   reach    that    question 


Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  he 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press 
this  matter  to  a  division,  for  they  would 
shortly  have  a  legitimate  opportunity  of 
showmg  how  many  dissentients  there 
were  from  what  he  considered  was  a 
highly  discreditable  course. 


Lord  HUGH  CECU.  (Greenwich)  said 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  explained  that 
he  was  not  going  to  move  a  certain 
number  of  Amendments  which  were  on 
the  Paper  in  his  name.  It  occurred  to 
him  as  a  relevant  reason  for  postpone- 
ment that  perhaps  some  hon.  Members 
who  had  not  put  down  Amendments  on 
the  Paper  might  do  so  if  the  clause 
were  postponed.  He  did  not  know  that 
that  would  convince  him  of  the  propriety 
of  voting  for  this  proposal.  Not  only  in 
the  breast  of  bis  right  hon.  friend  but 
in  other  protectionist  hearts  there  was 
a  singular  trembling,  and  they  seemed  | 
to  be  apprehensive  of  discussion. 

Mr.  Chaplin. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL  said  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  perhaps  not  noticed  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  had  not 
persisted  in,  and  which  he  had  not  had 
the  courage  to  move-  No  doubt  he 
acted  discreetly,  becfauise  the  discussion 
would  not  have  served  his  purpose,  or 
the  purpose  of  those  who  had  equally 
at  heart  the  objects  he  had  in  view.  He 
thought  the  position  was  a  little  singular 
in  view  ot  the  revolution  in  their  fiscal 
policy  which  had  been  recommended. 
They  had  no  opportunity  of  discussing 
that  policy  except  such  an  opportunity 
as  necessarily  raised  a  wholly  false  and 
different  issue  to  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  hardy  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PHIUP  foster  (Warwickshire. 
Stratford-upon-Avon)  said  he  desired 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  in 
his  name  on  the  Paper  to  leave  out  of 
line  11  in  page  2,  "twenty-five"  and 
insert "  fifteen."  He  had  hoped  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  have 
seen  bis  way  to  reduce  this  figure,  and 
he  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  some 
time  ago  if  he  could  possibly  do  so.  He 
trusted  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  would 
favourably  consider  his  proposal. 

Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  2,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  twenty -five '  and  insert  the  word'  fifteen.'" — 
(Mr.  Philip  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'twenty-five '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

*Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland)  trusted  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  aUe  to  accept 
the  Amendment.  The  point  raised  was 
a  comparatively  small  one,  but  one  of 
considerable  importance  to  a  body  of 
traders  in  this  country.  Those  who  had 
com  in  stock  above  600  quarters  were 
to  receive  back  the  duty  paid  on  that 
com,   but  those  traders  who  had  stock 
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somewhat  less  than  that  felt  that  they  j 
were  being  unfairly  treated.  This  \ 
Amendment  was  proposed  to  safeguard  j 
the  interests  of  the  small  traders,  and  to 
enable  them  to  secure  the  same  advan- 
tages which  were  to  be  given  to  the 
large  traders.  He  was  informed  by  the  , 
President  of  the  London  Grain  Trade ; 
Association  that  there  were  probably 
400  or  500  persons  aflfected  by  the 
change  as  proposed.  It  did  seem  hard 
on  those  small  traders  that,  because  they 
were  small  traders,  they  should  not 
receive  the  same  advantages  as  were  to 
be  given  to  the  large  traders.  If  there 
were  two  millers  or  dealers  in  a  town, 
and  one  had  a  stock  of  500  quarters,  he 
would  get  back  from  the  Exchequer  £25, 
but  the  small  man  who  had  only  400 
quarters,  would  not  get  back  the  £20,  to 
which  he  would  in  any  fair  principle  of 
equity  be  entitled.  The  trade  had 
already  su£fered  much  inconvenience 
through  the  vacillating  policy  of  the 
Government  by  their  first  imposing,  then 
taking  off,  and  then  suggesting  that  they 
were  going  to  re-impose  the  corn  duty. 
He  hoped  that  in  view  of  this  incon- 
venience the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  able  to  be  generous  in  the  matter  and 
accept  the  Amendment. 

♦  Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  adequate 
notice  of  the  remission  of  the  tax  was 
given  so  that  stocks  might  be  reduced. 
The  Grovernment  at  first  thought  that 
the  notice  from  the  time  the  Budget  was 
introduced  to  30th  June  was  ample  to 
enable  holders  to  reduce  their  stocks, 
but  it  was  pointed  out  to  them  in  some 
quarters  that,  so  far  as  the  larger  dealers 
were  concerned,  that  notice  might  lead 
to  a  great  dearth  of  grain  and  flour, 
because  millers  would  not  renew  their 
stocks,  nor  would  the  market  be  able  to 
make  contracts  for  the  importation  of 
grain  to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  way. 
The  Government  saw  that  just  before  the 
date  when  the  tax  was  to  be  remitted 
there  might  be  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  famine  of  grain  in  our  market  with  a 
corresponding  rise  in  price.  The  present 
proposal  involved  a  considerable  sacrifice, 
but  they  felt  that  it  was  better  that 
there  should  be  a  sacrifice,  so 
far  as  revenue  was  concerned,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  the  unfortunate 
\K>ndition  of  things  he  had  described,  and 


so,  in  order  to  enable  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  continuously  and  without 
any  break  at  all,  they  agreed  to  pay  a 
rebate  up  to  30th  June  on  stocks 
of  over  500  quarters  which  were 
proved  to  have  paid  duty.  It  wa<> 
necessary  that  some  limit  should  be 
placed  on  the  quantity  of  stock  on 
which  a  return  of  duty  should  be  given. 
It  would  be,  otherwise,  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  prevent  considerable  loss  to  the 
revenue.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  understand  that  in  order 
to  prevent  fraud  on  the  revenue  there- 
must  be  a  great  deal  of  care,  inquiry, 
and  examination,  and  it  was  represented 
to  him  by  the  Customs  that  if  thej 
were  to  go  below  the  proposed  limit 
their  difficulty  would  be  enormously 
increased,  and  probably  fraud  would 
also  be  increased.  After  all,  the  Com. 
mittee  must  see  that  the  small  men 
could  do  that  which  could  not  be  done  by 
members  of  the  trade  who  dealt  in  large 
quantities.  It  was  perfectly  easy  for 
the  smaller  dealers  to  reduce  their 
stocks  between  April  and  30th  June 
so  as  not  to  involve  loss  at  all.  He 
was  informed  that  it  was  easy  for 
them  in  their  transactions  with  the 
large  dealers  to  arrange  to  have  such. 
quantities  up  to  30th  June  as  would 
enable  them  to  carry  on  business  with- 
out inconvenience.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  that  in  rising  to^ 
move  the  omission  of  the  Clause  he 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  whole 
question  was  merged  in  the  much  larger 
subject  which  had  recently  been  intro- 
duced by  the  proposals  made  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  He  was  also  equally 
well  aware  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  in  perfect  accord — he 
did  not  know  that  he  would  be  right  in 
saying  that  he  was  in  league — with 
the  whole  Opposition  against  the  views 
which  almost  universally  were  professed 
by  his  supporters  on  this  side  of  the 
House  until  last  year.  Therefore  his 
chance  of  any  success  on  a  division  in 
reversmg  the  decision  of  the  Government 
at^  the  present  moment,  with  the  two- 
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sides  of  the  House  united  in  a  most 
unnatural  alliance,  and  one  which  he 
ventured  to  think  was  destined  at  no 
distant  time  to  be  fatal  to  the  con- 
tinued union  of  one  of  those  Parties, 
namely,  that  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
was  of  course  perfectly  hopeless.  Those, 
however,  were  considerations  which 
would  not  deter  him  this  afternoon 
from  doing  his  best  to  support  the  cause 
which  he  believed,  and  indeed  knew,  to 
be  right,  and  which,  he  suspected,  were 
shared,  probably  by  a  considerable 
majority  of  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  He  must  be  content  to 
leave  it  to  the  verdict  of  the  con- 
stituencies— a  verdict  which  he  for  one 
was  profoundly  convinced  could  not  be 
deferred  for  any  great  length  of  time — 
to  decide  between  him  and  those  who 
would  be  his  opponents  to-day.  He  was 
happy,  however,  in  one  thing,  viz.,  that 
they  had  had  a  veiy  considerable  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  it  would  be 
needless,  therefore,  for  him  to  detain  the 
■Committee  at  any  great  length  now. 
He  intended,  as  far  as  possible,  to  confine 
himself  to  those  points  of  the  controversy 
-which  had  arisen  out  of  the  clause 
between  the  Government  and  himself, 
and  which  the  Government  had  either 
«vaded  or  been  unable  to  meet. 

But,  before  he  did  this,  there  was  one 
thing  he  desired  to  say  for  himself,  and 
that  was  to  repeat — he  was  afraid  it 
would  be  for  the  fiftieth  or  the  hundredth 
time— the  stereotyped  statements  which, 
he  observed,  were  so  constantly  made  in 
some  portions  of  the  Press,  and  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  hii  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  Greenwich,  as  to  his 
supposed  protectionist's  views  and  pro- 
clivities, that  neither  now  nor  at  any  time 
had  he  been  influenced  by  motives  of 
protection  in  any  way,  and  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  imagine  why  these  proclivities 
were  attributed  to  him,  for,  to  the 
very  best  of  his  recollection,  he  did 
not  believe  that  be  had  ever  made  a 
protectionist  speech,  or  given  a  pro- 
tectionist vote,  in  the  whole  course  of 
his  political  career,  unless,  it  might 
be  said  that  by  speaking  and  voting 
for  the  shilling  duty  on  corn  last  year, 
and  in  opposing  its  remission  this  year, 
he  was  to  be  dubbed  a  protectionist,  in 

Mr.  CJmplin. 


which  case  he  was  a  protectionist  last 
year  in  company  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the   Chancellor  of   the  Ex- 
chequer.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  he  ever 
entertained  those  views  he  abandoned 
them,    God    knew .  how    many    years 
ago,  and  for  thid  reason.    He  had  always 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  agricul- 
tural industry  of  this  kingdom,  but  he 
did   not  believe  that  by  any  conceiv- 
able duty   on   corn  it   was  possible  to 
imagine  they  could  ever  restore  the  corn- 
growing   industry   to    the    position    it 
occupied  many  years  ago.      It  seemed 
to  him  only  the   other  day  that   two 
gentlemen,    well    known    to    Members 
of    the    House  —  noted     agriculturists, 
Mr.      Clare     Sewell    Read     and     Mr. 
Albert  Pell,  whose  names  were  household 
words    in    everything    connected    with 
agriculture— had  been  sent  by  the  Royal 
Commission    then    sitting  on  the  De- 
pression of  Agriculture,  known  as  the 
Duke    of  Richmond's   Commission,   to 
America   to  inquire  into  the   Agricul- 
tural position  of  the  United  States,  and 
as  to  the  kind  of  price  at  which  wheat 
could   be   sent   from    that   country  to 
England;  and  they  came  back  with  the 
report  that  it  could  probably  never  be 
sent  over  under  40<.  a  quarter.  Now,  he 
had  seen  wheat  quoted  at  17s.  a  quarter 
since  then,   and  the  average  price  was 
immeasurably  less  than  40s.  per  quarter. 
If  the  object  of  protection  were  to  restore 
the  agricultural  interest  to  its  former 
condition  it  was  not  a  duty  of  Is.,  2s.,  or 
5s.  that  would  be  required.    It  would  re- 
quire a  duty  of  208.  or  258.  to  put  the 
corn  industry  in  England  on  its  legs  again ; 
and  that,  of  course,  was  inconceivable 
and  entirely  out  of  the  question.     While 
he  gladly  welcomed  any  encouragement 
or  help  that  was  given  to  agriculture, 
from  whatever  direction  it  came,  and 
however  small  in  amount,  it  had  always 
been   on    the  ground    of   revenue  and 
revenue  alone,  upon  financial  grounds 
and  these  alone,  that,  for  twenty  years, 
in  and  out  of  office,  and  in  or  out  of 
Parliament,  he  had    advocated  the  re- 
storation of  the  Is.  duty  on  grain  which, 
unfortunately,     in     his    opinion,     the 
Government  were  so  foolish  as  to  tr\ 
and  repeal.    Having  said  that,  he  would 
pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  clause 
itself  which  was  now  immediately  before 
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the  Committee,  and  for  whieh  the 
Chancellor  of  the  fixohequer  waa  prim- 
arily reeponaible. 

Now,  one  of  the  main  objections 
which  he  had  always  urged  to  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  from  the  very  outset 
was  that  it  was  introduced  for  per- 
manent purposes.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  denied 
that;  he  said  that — 
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Bristol,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  come  forward  and  tell  the 
House  that  the  tax  last  year  was  imposed 
mainly  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  be,  and  could 
not  be,  a  permanent  tax. 


"  It  wM  imposed  mainly  for  tbe  porpoces  of 
the  war,"  '^    *^ 

a  Statement  which  he  might  remind 
him  was  greeted  with  loud  shouts  of 
"No,  no,"  from  all  parts  of  that  side 
of  the  House.  And  then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say — 

"  Although  it  was  quite  true  the  risht  hon. 
Meml>er  for  Bristol  had  expressed  the  hope 
that  it  might  be  permanent  as  a  means  of 

broculening  the  basis  of  taxation, 

it  could  not  be  considered  as  permanent,  and 
that  there  was  no  inconsistency  on  his  part  in 
repealing  it  now." 

Now  the  best  answer  he  could  give  to 
that  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  to  quote  the  very  words  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol,  which  he  had  not  quoted 
before  to  the  House,  and  the  Committee 
could  then  judge  for  themselves  how 
much  or  how  little  his  statement  was 
justified.  On  9th  June  last  year  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  this:  — 

"In  my  belief  such  has  been  the  growth  of 
oor  expenditure  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
such  is  likely  to  be  its  continned  growth  under 
any  Administration,  that  it  was  absolutely 
neoeasary  to  increase  the  beads  of  indirect 
taxation.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  said 
the  other  day  that  it  was  mainly  due  to  in- 
creased armaments,  and  he  intimated  pretty 
clearly  his  own  opinion  that  we  had  gone  too 
far  in  that  direction.  .  .  I  do  not  believe," 

continued  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 

"  that  the  country  is  likely  to  take  that  view 
either  with  regard  to  the  Navy  or  with  regard 
to  the  ordinary  peace  establishment  of  the 
Army,  and  if  I  wanted  confirmation  of  that 
view  I  might  quote  some  words  Lord  Rosebery 
recently  used  m  a  speech  delivered  at  Leeds. ''^ 

And  then  he  went  on  : — 

"Did  Lord  Rosebery  condemn  it?  No,  Sir, 
not  a  word.  All  he  said  was  that  it  might 
possibly  be  necessary,  ....  and  for  all  he 
knew  was  necessary  that  ordinary  expenditure 
should  have  gone  up  £32,000,000.*^' 

He  asked  how  it  was  possible,   in  the 

&e6  of  s  statement  like  that  on  the  part 

of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
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*Mr.  BITCHIE  said  he  begged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  He 
had  made  some  reference  to  a  remark 
which  had  fallen  from  his  right  hon. 
friend  on  an  Amendment  which  had 
been  moTed  to  make  the  tax  for  one 
year  only;  and  he  had  giren  some 
strong  arguments  why  it  was  not 
possible  for  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  impose  a  tax  for  one  year 
only.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bristol  con- 
firmed the  view  he  took. 

♦Me.  CHAPLIN  said  he  was  perfectly 
well  aware  of  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  as  to  putting  on  a  tax 
for  one  year  only ;  but  he  had  got  the 
report  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  in  which  he  said  that  the 
corn  tax  could  not  be  permanent,  and 
that  he  was  perfectly  consistent  in  pro- 
posing its  repeal  He  would  quote  it 
if  he  desired  it.  Very  well  then !  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  at  last  made 
the  admission,  beyond  all  question  or 
doubt,  that  the  tax  was  brought  in  with 
the  intention  and  for  the  purpose  of 
being  a  permanent  tax. 

Now,  that  being  so,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  he  would  turn 
to  another  point.  He  had  complained 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  that  on  the 
faith  of  that  statement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gtentleman,  the  Member  for 
Bristol,  capital  had  been  invested,  mills 
had  been  re-opened,  industries  had  been 
restarted,  and  that  all  this  would  now 
be  lost.  And  what  was  the  answer  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ?    He  said — 

"  He  thought  the  millers  were  very  rash 
people,  if,  because  of  Is.  duty  being  imposed 
upon  corn  they  had  lareely  increased  their 
plant." 

But  it  was  not  the  Is.  duty  on  com— or 
to  be  strictly  accurate,  the  3d.  duty  per 
cwt.  on  corn — that  induced  the  millers  to 
increase  their  plant ;  it  was  the  duty  of 
5d.  per  cwt.  imposed  on  flour.  What 
waa  the  rashness  in  that  As  a  matter 
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of  business,  they  thought  the  invest-  { 
ment  was  good,  and  their  opinion  wasi 
thoroughly  justified  by  the  result.  Did 
his  right  hon.  friend  mean  to  say 
that  these  millers  were  rash  in  believing 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  firistol  that  the  tax  was  going  to  be 
permanent  %  If  not,  he  asked  him  again 
where  was  the  rashness  %  If  he  did,  then 
hetook  the  liberty  of  entirely  disagreeing 
with  his  right  hon.  friend.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bristol  was  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  mislead  any  man 
in  business  or  connected  with  trade 
with  whom  he  had  come  into  any 
relations  in  connection  with  the  office  he 
filled  when  he  occupied  the  position  of 
his  right  hon.  friend.  After  the  explana- 
tion given  the  other  night  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  was 
sorry  to  say  his  opinion  had  been  only 
strengthened  and  confirmed  in  regard 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  present 
proceedings.  They  had  several  indirect 
taxes  before  them  which  were  imposed 
expressly  for  the  purposes  of  the  war. 
They  had  one  indirect  tax— partly  for 
the  expenses  of  one  year  of  the  war, 
and  afterwards  avowedly  for  permanent 
purposes.  Among  the  war  taxes  was 
the  increased  duty  on  tea.  In  making  his 
remission  of  indirect  taxation  the 
Chancellor  told  us  that  his  choice 
lay  between  tea  and  corn  ;  but  he  had 
deliberately  elected  to  retain  the  tax 
which  was  specifically  imposed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  war,  and  repealed  the 
duty  which  was  avowedly  introduced  as 
a  permanent  tax.  He  therefore  adhered 
most  strongly  to  the  opinion  that  in  the 
face  of  the  most  explicit  statements 
made  by  his  predecessor,  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  wholly  without  justification 
for  the  course  he  h%d  taken,  and  that 
those  who  suffered  by  that  course  had 
the  strongest,  gravest,  and  most 
legitimate  ground  of  complaint.  That 
was  his  answer  also  co  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject  the  other  night. 

But  there  was  another  class  which  sufi'ered 
in  preciselythe  same  manner  as  the  millers 
— a  class  which  appeared  to  have  escaped 
the  recollection  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  altogether,  but  to  whom,  in 
their  small  way,  it  was  of  even  greater 
importance  than  to  the  farmers  them- 
Mr.  Chaplin. 


t>elves  to  be  able  to  get  a  cheap  and 
abundant  supply  of  of&ls.  That  was 
the  class  of  agricultural  labourers.  In 
almost  every  county  with  which  he  was 
acquainted  the  agricultural  labourer 
who  was  at  all  decently  well-off  kept  a 
pig.  How  was  it  fed  1  Very  largely  on 
offals,  when  they  could  be  obtained. 
During  recent  years,  as  everybody  knew, 
a  vast  number  of  local  mills  had 
been  closed  owing  to  American  com- 
petition in  flour.  Under  the  duty  im- 
posed last  year,  these  local  mills  had,  by 
degrees,  been  re-opened  and  offals  had 
again  become  cheap,  abundant,  and  easily 
obtainable  by  these  poor  jxtople  ;  and 
they  would  have  been  cheaper  and 
still  more  abundant  in  the  future 
had  the  duty  been  retained.  That 
meant  the  labourer  would  have  been 
able  to  keep  two  pigs  instead  of  one — 
which  to  him  would  have  been  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  importance.  That  might 
account  for  an  observation  by  an  agri- 
cultural labourer,  reported  to  him  by  the 
gentleman  to  whom  it  was  made,  and 
who  repeated  it  to  him.  His  informant 
was  in  daily  intercourse  with  agricultural 
labourers — nobody  saw  more  of  them — 
and  what  he  told  him  was  this :  They 
were  all  of  them  getting  their  loaves  at 
the  same  price,  of  the  same  quality  and 
same  size  as  before  the  shilling  duty  was 
put  on,  and  that  never  a  word  had  he 
heard  against  it.  But  one  of  them  talk-^ 
ing  to  him  did  use  an  expression  which 
he  commended  to  the  consideration  of 
his  right  hon.  friend.  He  said — and  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  quoting  the  words  — "  It  is  a 
damned  shame  for  the  Government  to 
take  it  off."  Of  course  he  did  not 
approve  of  that  language,  nor  did  he 
think  for  a  moment  of  endorsing  it,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  most  forcibly  ex- 
pressed his  own  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  and  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
condemnation  of  the  Government  so 
emphatically  pronounced.  And  whenever 
they  went  to  the  country — and  that  time 
would  come  sooner  or  later — a  great 
many  Members  who,  like  himself,  repre- 
sented agricultural  constituencies  would 
hear  a  great  deal  more  of  this  subject 
and  of  the  Oovemmeut  of  which  they 
had  formerly  been  the  strong  supporters. 
On  the  other   hand,  he  expressed  the 
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strongest  opinion  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  proposed  to  remit  the 
tea  duty  and  keep  the  duty  on  corn  he 
would  bftve  done  something  not  only  for 
every  cottager  in  the  country,  and  still 
more  for  cottagers  and  labourers  in 
rural  districts,  which  would  not  be 
easily  forgotten.  Now  he  had  given 
them  one  of  the  results  of  repealing  the 
duty  on  flour,  and  to  the  Government, 
lie  fancied,  a  rather  unexpected  result 
too.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
•chequer  had  got  his  answer  ready,  in  fact 
he  iiad  given  his  answer  on  a  previous 
'  occasion,  and  he  would  like  to  examine 
It.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
«ouId  not  understand  how  £2,500,000 
•could  be  collected  on  bread  and  flour 
without  the  consumer  feeling  it.  Most 
of  the  Committee  could  understand 
that ;  at  all  events  he  could.  But  what- 
.ever  might  have  been  the  case  last 
year,  he  could  quite  see  the  position  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  this  year.  It 
would  not  suit  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  understand  it  in  face  of  the  repeal 
he  was  proposing  to  make.  So  much 
ior  the  £2,500,000  collectively.  But 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

"  There  is  one  thing  I  do  know.  Whatever 
may  be  the  case  with  regard  to  wheat,  flonr  has 
risen,  and  that  to  a  large  extent.  ...  I  am 
thankful  to  say  that  home  baking  is  not  an 
•  extinct  art  in  this  country.  I  am  told  in 
many  parts  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  and 
in  other  districts,  home  baking  exists,  both 
-Among  the  agricultural  l&lmurers  and  the 
mining  population." 

That  was  true  and  he  was  glad  to 
know  it  was  so,  and  then  he  went  on — 

"  And  it  cannot  be  alleged  that  they  do  not 
pay  on  account  of  the  duty.  So  in  regard  to 
the  industrial  associations  which  exist  thix>ugh- 
ont  the  country  ;  no  doubt  they  must  have 
borne  this  duty  which  has  been  paid  on 
flour." 

Now,  what  he  had  to  say  upon  that  point 
was  this.  That  might  be  all  very  well, 
but    it    was    purely    and    entirely   an 

.assumption  on  the  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  which  no  evidence 
or  witnesses,  and  no  proof  whatever  had 

.beMi  offered  to  the  House.  He  had 
made  it  his  business  to  inquire  into 
this  matter  and  into  facts  in  that  part  of 
England,  and  his  information  was  ez- 

■tMtly  the  opposite.    It  came,  too,  from 

.a  lifelong  resident  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  who  had  been  for  years  in  con- 

-atant  association  with  the  mining  popula- 


tion of  that  county ;  nor  was  it  in  or^er 
to  reply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  he  obtained  it.  On 
the  Contrary,  he  had  it  at  the  time 
of  the  Second  Reading,  but  in  the 
mass  of  material  at  his  disposal  he 
omitted  to  use  it.  He  wrote  to  him  fully 
on  the  subject,  and  the  pith  of  that  letter 
he  proposed  to  quote  to  the  Com- 
mittee— 

"During  the  last  ten  days  I  have  made 
several  inquiries  from  miners'  wives,  small 
dealers  and  grocers  and  people  trading  in  co- 
operative societies,  and,  without  exception,  I  am 
told  that  the  retail  price  of  flour  is  the  same 
t«-day  as  it  was  betore  the  duty  was  imposed. 
In  one  case — a  co-operative  society — the  retail 
price  of  the  flour  is  a  penny  per  stone  less 
now.  .  .  .  Among  the  miners  and  artisans  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham,  and,  I  believe, 
Cumberland  too,  fully  95  per  cent,  of  the  people 
bake  their  own  bread.  Co-operative  stores 
flourish  in  every  village  and  the  baker's  cart  is 
unknown.  ...  It  will  show  the  extent  of 
household  baking  when  I  say  that  many  of 
those  societies,  each  with  1,000  to  6,000  on  their 
books,  do  not  sell  a  doxen  loaves  of  bread,  except 
fancy  bread,  in  twelve  months.  ...  As  regards 
the  whole  of  the  North  the  question  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows  :  The  price  of  flour  with 
the  working  man  has  not  been  increased,  so  his 
bread  costs  no  more  than  formerly.  The 
system  under  which  bread  is  sold  does  not 
show  that  the  price  of  the  loaf  has  been  in- 
creased, so  the  person  who  buys  bread  is  paying 
no  more  now.  As  the  imposition  of  the  duty  has 
not  increased  the  price  paid  by  the  consumer  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  its  repeal  will  not  reduce  it. 
Therefore,  the  working  man  gets  no  benefit  by 
the  abolition  of  the  registration  fee." 

That  was  a  tolerably  fair  answer,  at  all 
events,  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  faith 
of  a  gentlemanlong  resident  in  that  part  of 
the  world  and  intimately  acquaintea  with 
the  conditions  under  which  the  miners 
live,  and  he  thought  the  Committee  would 
agree  that  it  destroyed  the  last  plank 
of  the  defence  on  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  rested  for  the  course  he  had 
adopted.  It  was  needless,  he  thought, 
to  say  any  more  He  did  not  think 
he  need  say  another  word  upon  that 
subject,  or  detain  the  Committee  more 
than  another  moment  or  two.  He  was 
aware,  in  view  of  the  larger  proposals 
now  before  the  country,  many  Members 
from  the  country,  both  in  and  outside  the 
House,  and  on  that  side  of  the  House 
were  disposed  to  wait  before  taking  any 
further  action  or  taking  part  in  any 
division  in  this  House.  Might  he  remind 
those  who  thought  with  him  of  the  old 
adage  "  A  bird  in  the  hand  is  worth  two 
in    the    bushl"      They    had    got    this 

^^  n       I 
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-valuable  revenue  at  the  smallefit  possible 
ost,  without  any  loss  accruing  to 
the  taxpayers,  and  he  was  most  re- 
luctant to  abandon  it,  after  advocating 
its  imposition  for  twenty  years.  No  one 
could  tell  when  they  woiUd  see  it  again. 
The  Com  Laws  were  not  repealed  in  a  day, 
and  although  so  far  as  he  was  individually 
ooncemed  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
aa  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  proposals 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  which 
were,  as  he  understood,  shared  in  and 
adopted  by  the  Prime  Minister, — — 

*The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
do  not  think  these  matters  are  strictly 
relevant  to  the  question,  and  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  confine  himself 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  within 
the  limits  to  which  he  confined  himself 
at  the  commencement 


♦Mr.     CHAPLIN    regretted    that    he 
should  have  trangressed  even  by  a  hands- 
breadth.     He  knew  there  were  a  great 
number  of  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  from  their  conversation,  and  still 
more  from   their  letters,  some  of  them 
received  only  this  morning,  who  entirely 
agreed    with    him.      But    be  was    also 
aware  of  the  natural  reluctance  to  vote 
against  the  Gcvemment  of  which  they 
were     acknowledged     supporters,     but 
there   were    exceptions    to    every    rule, 
and  his  experience  taught  him  that  this 
was  one  of  them.      It    was,    however, 
for  them,  not  for  him,  to  decide.     He 
opposed  this  clause  because  the  tax  was 
imposed  last  year  as  a  permanent  tax,  and 
with  the  deliberate  and  avowed  policy  of 
broadening  the    basis    of  taxation;    he 
opposed  it  because  at  that  time  it  was 
supported  by  arguments  which  had  never 
been  answered,  and  which  had  been  more 
than  justified  by  the  result.     He  opposed 
it    because  it  had  provided  a  revenue 
with    less    trouble    and    inconvenience 
than    would  be  effected  by  any  other 
tax    that    could   be    devised;    he     op- 
posed it  because  no  one  would  benefit 
by  its  repeal,  and  they  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  a    real    boon    to    the 
consumer,  and  especially  to  the  poorer 
classes    of    the    country;    and,    lastly, 
because  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
by  this  inconsiderate  action,  had  placed 
the  beat  and  most  loyal  supporters  that 
ever  a  Government  had  in  a  thoroughly 
false,  painful,   and  humiliating  position.  J 

Sfr.  Chaplin. 


Those  were  the  reasons  by  which  he  was 

fuided  in  opposing  the  repeal  of  this 
uty ;  and  whether  he  was  supported  by 
many  or  by  few  he  intendea  to  take 
the  decision  of  the  House  of  Commons 
-on  the  question. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  to  leave  out  Clause  1." — {Mr. 
Chaplin.) 

Question  proposed,    "That    Clause   I 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire,    Newport)  said  that  the  subject 
had  been  so  often  discussed  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  advance  fresh  argu> 
ments  regarding  it.    He  would,  however, 
crave  the  permission  of  the  Committee 
to  say  a  few  words,  as  he  had  liot  hitherto 
taken    any  part    in  the  discussion,  or 
registered  any  vote  in  connection  with 
the  question.     It  must  be  clear  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  to  the 
Government  that  it  was  a  subject  on 
which,  at  all  events,  the  rural  districts 
felt  very  strongly,  and  upon  which  they 
held  very  decided  and  distinct   views. 
What  was  the  position  in  which  he  found 
himself  as  the  representative  of  a  rural 
constituency,  and  an  avowed  and  hearty 
supporter  of  His  Majesty's  Government  t 
He  had,  as  a  supporter  of  the  Government, 
to  attempt  the  impossible,   namely,   to 
reconcile  the  arguments  of  the  Chancellor 
of   the   Exchequer   laat  year  with  the 
arguments  of    the    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer   this   year.     The   arguments 
of    the    Chancellor    of    the   Exchequer 
last  year  were  confirmed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  House ;  and 
he  failed  to  see  how  they  had  been  upset 
by  the  counter  arguments  of  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     His  own 
natural     instinct — partly      because     he 
was  a  soldier,   and    partly  because  he 
was    a    politician — was    to    foUow    his 
leaders;  but  when  he  found  his  leaders 
in  sharp  conflict  he  should  take  leave  to- 
make  up  his  own  mind.     He  did  not 
wont  to  labour  the  arguments  which  had 
been  used  with  reference  to  the  broaden- 
ing and  widening  of  the  basis  of  taxation. 
But  it  surely  stosd  to  reason  that  if  the 
action  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
last  year  had  the  effect  of  widening  and 
broadening  the  basis  of  taxation,  then 
the  counter  action  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  this  year  must  have  the 
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«ff«ct  of  narrowing  the  basis  of  taxation. 
One  of  the  shrewdest  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer  of  the  present  generation, 
Lord  Goschen,  laid  the  most  emphatic 
stress  on  seizing  every  opportunity  of 
widening  the  basis  of  taxation,  even  if 
the  tax  imposed  was  very  smalL  He 
himself  heartily  welcomed  the  action  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last 
year;  and  he  heartily  regretted  the 
reaction  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer this  vear.  That  was  not  all. 
He  was  afraid  he  would  have  to  find 
fault  with  the  arguments  adduced  not 
only  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
but  also  by  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Prime  Minister. 

The  Prime  Nfinister  defended  the 
repeal  of  this  tax  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  imposed  because  the  Gov- 
ernment wanted  money,  and  was  now 
to  be  repealed  because  the  GU>vernment 
did  not  want  any  money.  It  might 
be  perfectly  true  that  money  might  have 
l>een  wanted  last  year  more  than  it  was 
wanted  this  year,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  quite  correct  to  say  that  money 
was  not  wanted  now.  Who  would  not 
be  able  to  tell  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Prime  Minister  of 
the  many  ways  in  which  they  could 
usefully  dispose  of  revenue.  The 
j62,  500,000  which  was  not  apparently 
needed  for  any  specific  purpose  could 
have  been  used  in  the  reduction  of  the 
heavy  cost  of  education,  imder  which  the 
country  was  now  getting  a  little  fidgety 
and  uneasy.  There  were  also  many 
other  ways  in  which  the  money  could  be 
used.  Under  the  Budget  proposed  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Income  Taxpayer 
got  considerable  relief,  to  which  he  was 
thoroughly  entitled,  although  it  had  not 
yet  extended  as  far  as  he  hoped  it  would. 
Direct  taxation  having  been  relieved,  it 
was  right  that  indirect  taxation  should 
also  get  some  relief  from  the  extra 
burdens  for  the  war.  If  the  proposal  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
help  the  indirect  taxpayer  by  one  single 
farthing  he  should  be  inclined  to  give 
every  possible  credit  to  his  right  hon. 
friraid  for  endeavouring  to  balance  his 
Budget  in  that  direction ;  but  he  could 
not  find  that  the  indirect  taxpayer  would 
be  benefited.  In  his  own  constituency 
he  could  not  find  a  man  who  said  that  he 
would  be  benefited  by  the  remission  of 
the  com  duty.     Where,   therefore,  did 


the  balancing  of  the  Budget  come  in  t 
As  far  as  his  own  constituency  was  con- 
cerned there  was  not  a  man  in  it  who 
would  have  any  reason  whatever  to  be 
grateful  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  repealing  this  tax.  Abroad 
or  at  home  ne  wondered  where  the 
individual  was  to  be  found  who  would 
thank  his  right  hon.  friend.  The  only 
person  who  would  benefit  would  be  the 
American  miller.  He,  at  all  events, 
would  have  reason  to  thank  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  That,  however, 
was  not  a  fortunate  position  for  the 
Government,  or  the  Party  which  supported 
the  (Government,  or  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  be  in.  He  regretted  that  the 
subject  was  not  inquired  into  with  a  view 
to  discovering  whether  the  small  agri- 
culturist would  or  would  not  be  benefited 
by  the  retention  of  the  tax,  and  how  his 
condition  might  be  improved.  He  thought 
the  arguments  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Sleatord  would  be 
difficult  to  upset.  This  £2,500,000  a 
year  was  not  felt  by  the  taxpayer,  and  it 
would  be  available  revenue  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Gk>verament  for  the  manifold 
purposes  for  which  it  might  be  used. 
Surely,  to  put  that  revenue  on  one  side 
was  not  a  very  wise  or  judicious  proceed- 
ing. He  regretted  extremely  that 
revenue  which  had  borne  so  lightly  on 
the  taxpayer,  and  which  might  have  been 
so  extremely  well  used,  should  have  been 
put  on  one  side  without  sufficient  cause 
or  adequate  reason,  and,  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  give  a  fair  and  square 
vote  against  what  he  believed  was  an 
absolute  mistake. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) said  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  had  a 
great  reputation  for  being  a  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian. He  ^f  ell  remembered  a  little 
while  ago  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  when  a 
reply  was  difficult,  pouring  the  vials  of 
his  indignation  on  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  who  ventured  to  discuss 
the  military  policy  of  the  Government. 
In  those  days  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  happened  to  agree  with  the 
Gk>Temment ;  now  the  circumstances  were 
different.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man had  entered  a  kind  of  agricultural 
cave  under  the  leadership  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sleaford,  the 
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avowed  object  of  which  was  to  oppose 
the  financial  policy  of  the  Government ; 
and,  if  he  might  use  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
own  words,  "  to  chivy  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer."  A¥hat  an  example  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  setting 
younger  Members  of  the  House.  How 
could  he  expect,  when  he  acted  in  such  a 
manner,  that  his  influence  would  be  as 
repressive  in  the  future  as  it  had  been 
in  the  past.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Sleaford  moved  to  omit  the 
clause  which  repealed  the  duty  on  corn. 
Personally,  he  thought  that  there  were 
several  feature^  in  the  Budget  which 
ought  to  commend  it  to  the  goodwill  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  there  was 
no  feature  which,  in  his  view,  did  more 
to  make  it  satisfactory  than  the  clause 
remitting  the  duty  on  corn.  Although 
last  year  he  voted  for  the  duty  and  made 
a  speech  in  its  support,  he  failed  to 
see  the  slightest  inconsistency  in  this 
year  supporting  the  Government  in  their 
decision  to.  repeal  the  tax.  Last  year, 
when  we  were  at  war,  it  seemed  that  any 
taxation  proposed  by  the  Government  of 
the  day — whether  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  for  the  heavy  expenditure  insepar- 
able from  its  termination,  or  to  meet  the 
great  and  growing  expenditure  which  our 
armaments  required  —  had  a  complete 
claim  upon  the  support  of  the  followers 
of  that  Government,  provided  that  such 
taxation  fulfilled  the  necessary  conditions 
of  yielding  a  substantial  revenue  from  a 
large  body  of  the  population.  The 
evident  objections  to  a  tax  upon  grain 
were  not  denied  by  most  of  those  who 
spoke  last  year  from  the  Government 
benches  in  its  support ;  it  was  admitted 
that  the  tax,  in  so  far  as  there  was  no 
countervailing  excise,  was  technically 
protective  ;  that  it  was  a  tax  upon  the 
necessities  of  life,  and  therefore  on  a 
totally  different  foundation  from  taxes 
upon  comforts  and  luxuries  ;  and  that  it 
would  fall  upon  the  poor  and  upon  the 
poorest  of  the  poor.  Regret  was  also  ex- 
pressed that  it  Barrowed  the  free  list  by 
adding  so  many  articles  to  those  on  which 
duties  were  imposed.  But  while  they  ad- 
mitted ail  this,  they  did  not  perhaps  pro- 
perly anticipate  the  extraordinary  impulse 
this  tax  would  give  to  the  unhealthy 
appetites  of  those  who  were  always  endeav- 
ouring to  take  advantage  of  the  necessity 
for  raising  revenue  to  advance  the  interests 
of  some  special  class  with  which  they 
Mr.  Jf'insion  Chwchill. 


sympathised.  He  frankly  confessed  that 
he  would  have  approached  the  question 
with  more  hesitation  had  the  tax  been 
proposed  by  any  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment other  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Bristol,  whose- 
fiscal  orthodoxy  was  so  well  known,  antf 
who  was  to-day  the  champion  of  fre& 
trade  opinion  on  the  Government 
benches.  But  when  he  remembered  that 
last  year  the  choice  lay  between  this  tax 
and  further  borrowing,  he  could  not  -' 
think  that  the  Grovemment  acted  witb 
any  want  of  courage  or  honesty  in  im- 
posing the  duty,  and  if  the  war  had  been 
still  in  progress,  or  there  had  been  nO' 
prospect  of  any  diminution  of  expendi- 
ture, he  agreed  that  no  logical  case  could 
have  been  made  out  for  its  repeal  this, 
year.  But  to-day  the  situation  was- 
widely  different.  As  the  fortunes  of  the 
country  became  over  clouded  and  ex- 
penditure rose,  the  tide  of  taxation 
necessarily  advanced.  First,  the  luxuries- 
of  the  rich,  then  the  comforts  of  the  > 
poor,  and,  lastly,  the  necessities  of  life 
became  affected.  One  after  another,, 
alcohol  and  tobacco,  then  tea, '  then, 
sugar,  and  finally  bread  itself,  vanished 
from  the  free  list.  But  when  the  war 
was  over,  when  expenditure  was  reduced^ 
when  the  storms  had  passed  away  and 
the  waters  began  to  abate,  one  landmark 
after  another  came  again  into  view,  and 
naturally  the  last  to  be  submerged  was  the 
first  to  reappear. 

The  remark  of  the  Prime  Minister 
that  he  had  never  before  known  any- 
body to  object  to  the .  repeal  of  a 
tax  was  very  suggestive,  because  in  a 
free  trade  country  a  remission  of  taxation 
was  always  a  matter  of  universal  rejoicing, 
but  the  moment  taxation  began  to  be  im- 
posed preferentially,  protectively,  or  re- 
taliatorily,  there  was  a  class  of  persona 
who  would  immediately  point  out  what  a 
wicked  thing  it  was  to  remove  a  par- 
ticular tax,  and  how  detrimental  its 
removal  would  be  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  as  a  whole.  It  was  perfectly 
natural  that  those  who  profited  by  a  tax 
should  object  to  its  removal.  He  was 
not  very  clear,  however,  as  to  whether 
any  class  had  actually  profited  by  th» 
com  tax.  Certainly  it  was  not  the 
object  of  our  taxation  that  any  class 
should  derive  profit  from  it.  Our  object' 
was  to  get  money  to  carry  on  the  Govern-' 
ment  of  the  country,  not  to  advance  th& 
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interests  of  any  particular  class.     If  there  > 
were  classes  who  had  profited  by  this  tax,  j 
the  country  must  think  itself   lucky   it  I 
had  found  it  out  so  soon,  and  the  classes  I 
who  had  profited  must  think  themsislTes 
lucky  it  had  not  been  discovered  before.  | 
It  was  also  natural  that  the  repeal  of  the  | 
tax  should  be  objected  to  by  that  large  | 
class  of  gentlemen   who   were  attracted  i 
by  the  idea  of  a  '<  self-contained  Empire,"  i 
and   who  thought^  the  tax   might  have  | 
been    made    a    stepping-stone    thereto.  ' 
He  did  not  propose  to  deal  with  that  i 
subject,    because,    although    it    was    a ' 
matter  on  which  he  had  hoped  to  make  [ 
a  few  observations,  he  had  been  bitterly 
disappointed  in  the  courage  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Kirkdale  Division    of 
Liverpool.    It  was  natural  also  that  the 
removal  of  the  tax  should  be  objected 
to  by  those  who  implicitly  believed  that 
had  it  remained  a  permanent  part  of  our 
fiscal  system  it  would  have  brought  in 
a  great  store  of  unearned  wealth,  gener- 1 
ously  provided  by  the   foreigner.    The  j 
discussion  was  probably  too  far  advanced  ' 
for  anyone  to  change  his  opinion  as  to  | 
the  incidence  of  the    tax.    Those   who ' 
believed  that  import  and  export  duties  | 
if     jointly     imposed     iuight     yield    a , 
revenue  derived  wholly  or  in  part  from  ' 
the  labour  of  the  foreigner  would  doubt- 
less adhere  to  their  opinion  to  the  end 
of  the  discussion.    He,  however,  could  j 
nut'  share   that  ojMnion.     Although   a  i 
temporary   gain     might    sometimes  be ! 
secured  by  rapid  alterations  of  the  fiscal  [ 
system,  yet  the  obstruction  and  disloca* ; 
tion  of  trade,  and  the  uncertainty  and  , 
probable  disproportion  of  the  ultimate  1 
re-adjustment,  would  in  the  end  destroy  \ 
more  than  the  slender  margin  of  profit, ' 
and    the  weight  of  the  tax  would,  he  ! 
firmly  believed,  come  home,  directly  or  j 
indirectly,  to  our  own  people — if  they 
were  buyers  they  would  pay  in  quality,  I 
quantity,  or  price ;    if  they  were  sellers 
they  would  suffer  in  profit,  convenience 
or    reserve    power.      He   had    always 
believed  that  the  corn  tax  was  paid  by 
the  people  of  this  country.    He  was  not 
at  all  influenced  in  these  views  by  the 
statement  that  only  a  slight  rise  in  the 
price  of  bread  had  resulted  from   the 
tax.    [Some  Hotr.  Members  dissented.] 
Nor  was  he  affected  by  the  remarks  that 
there  had  been   no.  rise  at  all.   The  con- 
sumer paid  just  as  certainly  whether  he 


was  mulcted  in  a  certain  sum  by  the  im- 
position of  a  tax  or  deprived  of  a  benefit 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  enjoyed. 
Such  a  small  tax  as  that  now  being 
repealed,  operating  over  an  enormous 
market,  was  not  in  itself  sufficiently 
powerful  to  affect  the  price  beyond  the 
limits  to  which  it  would  otherwise  go. 
Freights  on  the  Atlantic,  speculation  in 
America,  a  night  of  late  frost,  or  a  week  of 
unusual  sunshine,  might  cover  the  opera- 
tion of  such  a  small  tax.  But  the  way  in 
which  the  tax  affected  the  consumer  was 
that  when  prices  were  fluctuating  it 
accelerated  the  rise  and  delayed  the  fall,  so 
that  the  consumer  was  certain  to  bear 
the  burden  eventually.  This  was  not  a 
matter  of  theory  only.  If  the  price  had 
not  been  affected  by  the  tax,  how  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Sleaford  explain  the  fact  that  the 
Treasury  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  more  than  twenty  drawbacks  on 
articles  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
flour  was  used  1  Or  how  was  it  that  a 
deputation  of  ^ullers  had  recently  waited 
upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
bitterlycomplainingthattheyhad  in  hand 
largestocks  of  duty-paid  corn  which  would 
now  come  into  competition  with  corn 
admitted  duty-free,  and  that  consequently 
they  would  be  serious  losers  ? 

It  had  frequently    been  stated   that 

the   tax  was  paid  out  of  the  profits  of 

the    trade,  and  principally   out  of  the 

profits   of  the  foreigner.      It    was  still 

the  privilege  of  England  to  buy  in  the 

world's   markets    the   food    needed  for 

her  people  ;  she  purchased  not  only  from 

I  America,  but  from  Eussia,  the  Argentine, 

I  £gyp(>  India,  and  other  countries.    All 

I  the  exchanges  of  the  world  were  con- 

i  nected  by  the  electric  telegraph,  and  the 

I  quotations  varied  to  a  sixteenth  or  even 

j  a  thirty-second.     Into  this  elaborate  and 

;  complicated  processofhigglingthe  market 

I  — which  he  ventured  to  think  was  much 

I  more  likely  to  ascertain   the  true  price 

I  of  thecon.modity  than  anything  else  the 

;  wit  of  man  could  devise — there  came  the 

j  British  Government  with  a  demand  tor 

I  two   or  three   millions    of    money   for 

I  purposes  quite  unconnected  with  trade, 

I  and  they  were  solemnly  asked  to  believe 

that  the  true  price  was   not  arrived  at 

I  until  the  Britishj<jrovemmeiit  entered  into 

I  this  operation.     They  were  told  that  the 

I  buyers  had  been  paying  £2,500,000  more 
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than  they  needed  to  have  paid  before  the 
tax    was    impMed.      He    was    utterly 
unable  to  believe   that.     He  held  most 
stronfly  that  the  consumer  paid  this  tax, 
and  if  he  had  not  paid  it  all  this  year  it 
was  only  because  it  was  on  the  wav,  with 
the  certainty  that    it  would   ultimately 
reach  him  with  the  arrears.     But  this,  of 
course,  was  no  argument  against  indirect 
taxation,  because  indirect  taxation  did  not 
mean  the  special  taxation  of  the  millers  or 
the  shippers  or  any  particular  class,  and  he 
only  referred  to  the  point  on  account  of 
what  had  been  said  by  others.     Indirect 
taxation  was  intended  to  be  paid  by  the 
consumer  and    not    bv  a  special   class. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had  spoken 
about  broadening  the  basis  of  taxation, 
but  he  wished  to  point  out  that  to  go 
about  the  country  talking  about  broaden- 
ing the  basis  of  taxation,  and  making 
arrangements  'by  which  even   the  poor 
would  contribute  something  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Empire,  was,  entirely 
opposed  to,  and  incompatible  with,  the 
theory  that  the  foreigner  pays  this  tax. 
But  if  it  was  no  argument  against  the  tax 
that  the  consumer  paid  it,  it  was  never- 
less  pertinent  to  inquire  on  which  class  of 
consumer  did  it  fall  most  heavily.     That 
was  a  point  they  must  consider.     He  was 
told,  on  very  good  authority,  that  the  aver- 
age working  man  who  was  married  spent 
10  per  cent,  of  his  income  in  the  purchase 
of   oread.      The    proportion   of    income 
which  a  working  man  spent  in  purchasing 
bread  increased  as  the  ladder  of  poverty 
was  descended.     There  was  this  to  be 
ui-ged  against  a  tax  on  grain,  whether  it 
bo  small  or  large,  that  it  fell  with  increas- 
ing force  in  proportion  as  people  became 
increasingly  poor.     Poor  peo^e  actually 
consumed  more  bread  when  they  were 
unable  to  pay  for  more  expensive  articles. 
His  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Sleaford  stood  forward  as   the   farmer's 
friend,  but  there  was  one  class  of  those 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
whom  he  thought  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  inauflSciently  considered,  and  that  was 
the  agricultural  labourer.      Of    all   the 
classes  of  working  men  no  class  consumed 
a  larger  proportion  of  bread,  or  spent 
a  larger  proportion  of  their  income  upon 
bread,  than    the    agricultural    labourer. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  say 
that  this  class  would  get  a  countervailing 
compensation  because  of  better  employ- 
ment or  higher  wages,  because   he  had 
repeatedly  told  them,  and  only  this  after- 

Mr.  Winston  ChurehUl. 


noon,  that  a  shilling  duty,  or  even  a  five 
shilling  duty,  could  not  possibly  be  of 
real  assistance  to  the  farmer,  and  would 
not  bring  an  acre  of  corn  into  cultivation 
which   had  not  been   cultivated  before. 
Undoubtedly    the    agricultural  labourer 
would  bear  a  larger  proportion  of  any  tax, 
large  or  small,  than  any  other  class  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects.     Would  the  agrieul- 
tural  labourer  get  any  countervailing  ad- 
vantage of  any  kind  whatever  1  Bread  was- 
the  only  commodity  at  present  consumed 
by  the  working  classes  the  oonsum|rtion  of 
which  was   increased  by  a  tax.      My 
noble  friend  the  Member  for  Greenwich, 
in   an  argument   last  year   which   was 
very  much  misunderstood  and  somewhat 
misrepresented,   pointed  out    that    the 
e£fect  of  a  tax  on  bread  was  not  neoes- 
sarily  to  make  the  poor  labourer  more 
eeonomical  in  the  consumption  of  bread, 
but  it  made  him  economise  in  meat  and 
stimulants,  and  the  deficiency  of  nourish- 
ment had  to  be   made  up  by  the   eon- 
sumption  of  larger  quantities  of  bread. 
This  tax  fell  with  increasing  force  upon 
the  very  poor.    He    would   not  try  to 
prove  that  the  tax  had  been  oppressive, 
burdensome  and  cruel.    He  agreed  with 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  that  this  tax  had  not 
been  appreciably  distinguishable  by  the 
very  poor,  and  that  the  consumer  would 
not  be  conscious  of  any  direct  or  tangible 
relief  when  it  was  taken  off.    Those  who 
were    under    the    strongest    pinch    of 
poverty  would  not  understand  that  the 
screw  had  been  relaxed  just  a  little,  but 
what  he  was  concerned  to  establish  was 
that  the  incidence  of  this  tax,  and  taxes 
like  it,  was  a  real  and  unequal  inddenoe, 
and  that  if  such  a  tax  were  to  be  multi- 
plied two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven,  or 
eight  times— and  they  had  no  security 
that  this  might  not    be    the  case — its 
incidence  would  be  cruel  and  burden- 
some, and  most  severe  and  detrimental 
to  the  well-being  of  the  kingdom.     He 
particularly  rejoiced  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  found  it  possible  to  take 
off  the  tax  from  the  point  of  view  of    a 
Lancashire   Member,  because    anything 
which  tended   to  increase  the  cost  of 
living  in  Lancashire  struck  a  very  great 
blow  at  the  cotton  industry,  because  the 
export  trade  in  eotton  catered  for  very 
poor  people  abroad,  and  cheapness  of 
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produetion  was  almost  vital  to  the  pros- 

Grity  of  the  cotton  trade.  He  had  often 
t  how  great  was  the  responsiUlity 
derolTing  upon  the  rulers  of  this 
country  when  he  had  trarelled  through 
lianeaahire,  and  had  seen  what  a  vast 
number  of  people  were  gathered  together 
upon  a  soil  so  utterly  inadequate  to 
anstain  them.  What  was  it  that  a 
Biinister  could  give  to  Lancashire,  which 
sent  nearly  forty  Unionist  Members  to 
support  the  Government,  to  compensate 
Luieashire  for  the  cheap  and  abundant 
food  supply  which  it  at  present  enjoyed  1 

They  had  been  told  that  a  tax  of  one 
shilling  produced  £2,500,000,  and  that 
they  could  easily  raise  the  tax  instead  of 
haring  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon 
(he  income  tax,  and  it  was  urged  tnat 
suoh  a  tax  constituted  a  reserve  m  time 
of  war.  That  was  a  point  which  ought 
to  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gmtleman 
the  Member  for  Sleaford,  who  had  very 
properly  interested  himself  in  the  question 
of  our  food  supply.  The  very  first 
thing  that  would  happen  in  case  of  a  war 
with  a  country  which  possessed  any  kind 
of  a  navy  would  be  a  rise  in  freights, 
and  consequently  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
food.  The  enemy  would  try  to  stop 
gating  to  this  country  cheaply,  and  that 
was  a  natural  thing  for  an  enemy  to  do 
during  the  operation  of  war.  Was  it 
oonceivable  that  any  Government  in 
tioM  of  war  could  possibly  impose  a 
tax  which  would  raise  the  price  of 
food  1  Why,  this  tax  which  they 
were  told  was  to  be  such  a  great 
reserTe  to  enable  them  to  raise  an 
immense  revenue  over  the  whole  area  of 
the  population  would  be  the  very  first  tax 
which  any  Government  would  have  to  take 
ofi.  One  would  think  to  hear  people  talk 
that  the  market  in  England  was  a 
matter  of  no  consequence  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  were 
eonferring  a  favour  upon  us  by  sending 
their  com  to  this  country.  That  was 
not  the  way  a  shopkeeper  treated  his 
best  customers.  If  it  was  important  to 
us  to  import  large  quantities  of  com 
from  America,  our  trade  was  scarcely 
less  important  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  than  to  ourselves.  He 
had  always  thought  that  it  ought  to  be 
Ae  main  end  of  English  statecraft  over 


a  long  period  of  years  to  cultivate  good 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  he 
believed  that  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
the  Member  for  Fareham,  who  had  been 
in  such  a  hurry  to  worship  the  golden 
calf,  did  not  differ  from  him  in  thhiking 
that  the  friendship  of  America  should 
be  their  mun  aim  and  they  should  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  turned  from  that 
purpose  by  gusts  of  ill  humour  or  bad 
manners.  But  surely  this  great  material 
point  was  worth  considering.  In  times 
of  peace  it  was  an  additional  security 
and  in  times  of  war  what  greater 
security  could  they  have  tor  the  food 
supply  acroes  the  Atlantic.  This  was  a 
point  which  the  Prime  Minister  himself 
had  recognised — and  he  was  a  great  free 
trader  out  of  school  hours.  What 
greater  security  could  they  hare  for 
their  food  supply  in  time  of  war  than 
that  the  United  States  should  be  vitally 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  an  <n>en 
English  market,  and  that  that  should  be 
a  matter  of  supreme  oonsequenTse  to  the 
farmers  of  the  Western  States  1  To  re- 
capitulate the  arguments  which  induced 
him  to  vote  against  the  Motion  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  he  would  say  that  as  a 
reserve  in  time  of  war  this  tax  would 
prove  a  broken  reed.  That  the  tax 
benefited  the  farmer  had  been  denied  by 
the  farmers'  friends,  and  the  argument 
that  it  was  paid  by  the  foreigner  was  a 
profound  illusion ;  and  as  a  permanent 
addition  to  the  revenue  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  unsatisfactory  in  view  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Party  opposite  to  remove 
it  upon  the  very  first  opportunity.  The 
repeal  of  thi^  tax  was  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  the 
recommendations  of  his  financial  advisers. 
Its  repeal  was  decided  upon  by  the 
Cabinet  and  their  decision  had  been 
ratified  by  the  House  of  Commons  by 
an  overwhelming  majority.  This  tax 
was  a  storm  signal  marking  troublous 
times  and  lavish  and  lamentable  expen- 
diture. It  was  now  departing  from  the 
House  of  Commons  never,  he  hoped,  to 
return  in  the  lifetime  even  of  the 
youngest  hon.  Member.  Let  them  hope 
besides  that  it  would  carry  away  with  it 
those  unhealthy  appetites  for  privilege, 
preference,  and  protection  which  boded 
so  ill  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  their 
country. 
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♦Mr.  J  AMES  hope  (Sheffield.  Bright- 
side)  said  that  a  question  had  been 
asl^ed  by  the  opponents  of  the  duty. 
Granting,  they  saidt  that  the  tax  did  not 
fall  on  the  consumer,  at  what  point  of  in- 
crease would  it  fall  op  theconsumer  1  The 
question  whether  it  fell  on  the  producer 
or  the  consumer  depended  on  two 
factors— the.  margin  of  profit  of  the  pro- 
ducers and  thekeenness  of  the  competition 
among  th^  producers.  Suppose  a  new 
tax  ^as  put  upon  any  commodity  which 
reduced  the  profit  of  the  producer  from 
10  to  5  per  cent.  If  the  producer  were 
a  monopolist  he  would  put  up  his  price, 
and  in  that  case  the  consumer  paid  the 
whole;  but  if  he  was  not  a  monopolist, 
and  vr&i  subject  to  severe  competition, 
he  would  reduce  t}^e  price,  and  as  long 
as  he  still  sold  the  article  he  would  bear 
the  burden  of  th^  ta;E  and  the  consumer 
wou|d  get  qS  .scot  free.  Of  course  the 
point  ^onld  come. at  which  it  would  no 
longer  be  profitable  for  the  weak 
producer  to  produce  at  all,  and  at  that 
point  he  would  retire  out  of  the 
competition.  Then  the  supply  would 
be  le;<sened,  and  then,  and  not  until 
that  point  was  reached,  the  burden 
would  begin  to  fall  on  the  consumer. 
But  to  ask  for  a  general  rule  as  to 
exactly  when  that  point  would  be 
reached  was  just  as  easy  as  to  ask  for  a 
rule  at  what  point  any  other  tax  would 
be  productive  o^  non-productive;  It 
was  a  questiqn  that  could  only  be 
answered  by  arriving  at  the  real  facts 
of  the  case.  Regarding  the  question  of 
fact,  both  the .  iat^  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  his  predecessor  emphati- 
cally, declared  that  this  tax  would  not 
fall  on  the  consumer.  It  was  true 
that  last  year  when  the  tax  was  put  on 
he  had  a  number  of  protests  agains  it 
being  put  on.  Tbisyear  before  the  Budget 
came  on,  though  he  had  representations 
with  regard  to  i  he  sugar  duty,  he  had 
no  single  representation  that  the  corn 
tax  was  burdensome  and  ought  to  be 
repealed.  He  was, afraid  that  next  year 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
find  himself  either  in  need  of  fresh 
levenues,  or  in  need  of  making  drastic 
economies.  The  unifoim  practice  bad 
been  not  to  economise  by  looking  into 
the  6ld  expenditure  and  seeing  what 
could  bedispensed  with,  but  by  lefusing 
new  demands.     In  that  way  the  public 


service  undoubtedly  would  be  weakened, 
There  were,  however,  in  the  minds  of  hon . ; 
Member^  larger  proposals  which  he  was- 
not  allowed  to  refer  to.  Whether  those-, 
were  good  or  bad  they  ought  not  to  be., 
prejudged.  He  expected  what  the  noble- 
Lord  the  Member  for  Greenwich  wanted, 
was  not  discussion,  but  prejudgment  ,oD; 
insufficient  data.  He  regretted,  that 
any  semblance  of  prejudgment  of  th& 
question  should  be  given  to  the  world., 
by  the  bringing  forward  of  this  An^end- 
ment,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentlemai^' 
the  Member  for  Sleaford  would  have  done-- 
better  had  he  reserved  his  strength  and 
waited  for  broader  issues  in  a  wider  field. 

Lord  WILLOUGHBY  DE  ERESBY 
(Lincolnshire,  Horncastle)  said  that 
when  he  was  listening  to  the  speech'of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  lifr 
wondered  why  he  did  not  deliver  that 
speech  last  year.  He  had  the  pleasure' 
of  hearing  the  speech  last  year  in  which' 
the  hon.  Member  argued  strongly  in 
support  of  the  tax  which  he  was  now  so 
pleased  was  to  be  removed.  The  hon. 
Member's  argument  now  was  that  he 
was  not  opposed  to  the  tax  last  year' 
because  the  war  was  going  on,  but  th»t 
this  year  he  thought  it  an  ex- 
cellent thing  to  remove  because  the 
war  was  over.  He  was  now  in  the 
position  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  a  large  number  of  other' 
Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
spoke  and  voted  last  year  in  favour  df 
the  tax  being  permanent.  Personally, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  might 
have  his  own  idea  of  consistency  ;  and 
perhaps  his  constituency  had  ideas  of 
consistency  as  well,  but  for  his  own  part' 
he  should  feel  ashamed  if,  having  spoken 
in  favour  of  thie  tax  being  permanent, 
he  now  came  back  and  voted  exactly 
the  opposite  way.  There  might  be 
certain  things  which  politicians  did  not 
value  highly,  but  after  all  he  thought 
that  one  thing  a  politician  might  value 
was  his  self-respect.  He  felt  himsell 
that  having  strongly  supported  this  ta:^ 
it  would  be  an  inconsistent  thing  to 
turn  round  and  say  that  it  was  an 
utterly  bad  tax  which  should  be  imme: 
diately  abolished.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham— he  did  not  think  be  was  oa 
very  safe  ground  especially  in  view  of 
the  speech  he  delivered  last  year — tried 
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to  point  out  that  this  ta)c  fell  on  the  con-    whole  of  the  tax  fell  on  the  consumer.., 


sumer,  and  then  in  the  n^x't  passage  he 
endeaTOiired    to    correct     himself,    no! 


He  believed  that  they  would  sooner  pay 
that  tax  when  they  knew  that  it  was 


doubt  thinking   of   his   speech   of  last '  going  to  benefit  somebody  in  this  country^ 


session. '  Those  who  oj^osed  the  repeal 
of  the  tax  always  had  held  that,  al- 
though there  might  be  certain  cases  in 
which  this  tax  might  fall  on  the  con- 
sumer, by  lessening  the  diitv  on  tea  or 
sugar  far  greater  relief  would  be  given 
to  the  consumer  thin  by  abolishing  the 
shilling  duty  on  cprn.  He,  personally, 
had  always  considered  this  corn  tax  a 
good  tax,  and  he  had  no  intention  of 
voting  for  its  repeal  It  was  a  good  tax 
because  it  was  easy  to  collect,  it  did  no 
injury  to  trade,  it  broadened  the  basis 
of  taxation,  audit  brought  in £2,500,000 
of  revenue  which  fell,  he  believed,  very 
lightly,  if  at  all,  on  the  consumer.  He 
believed  that  almost  always  in  introduc- 
ing a  Budget  every  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  informed  the  House  that  the 
revenue  derived  from  a  tax  was  less  and 
less  in  proportion  to  the  way  in  which 
it  was  felt,  and  consequently  new 
subjects  of  taxation  would  bring  in  far 
greater  revenue  to  the  country.  He 
might  be  permitted  to  heartily  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sleaford  for  pointing  out  to 
the  House  that  they  opposed  the  repeal 
of   this  tax   on  financial  grounds.    He 


than  pay  a  higher  price  for  their  tea 
and  sugar,  which   benefited  nobody  in 
this  country.    The  Chancellor   of    the 
Exchequer  had   said  as  an   exQuse  for 
taking  off  the  tax  that  it  was  liable  ta 
misrepresentation.    A  weaker  argument , 
he  had  never  heard  before  in  the  House 
of    Commons.      Speaking    for  him^lf, , 
he  was  not  afraid  of  misrepresentation. 
It  fact  it  rather  did  one  good  at  times. 
He  believed  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the , 
Exchequer  was. afraid  of  bsing  his  seat, 
by  b^ng  misrepresented  on  accoui^t  of 
this  corn  tax,   his  fears   w:ere  entirely, 
groundless.     Anybody  could  surely  show 
to  his  constituents  that  this  charge  wa»  . 
not  a  very  heavy  one  on  the  consumer, 
or  on  the  poorest  of  the  poor.    He  had . 
often  listened  to  debates  in  the  House,, 
and  had  noticed  that  the  speeches  which 
were  received  with  the  greatest  cheering 
were  those  of  hon.  Gentlemen  like  the, 
Member  for  Exeter,  or  the  hon.  Member 
for  Whitby,  who  rose  in  their  places  and 
spoke  in  favour  of   economy,   deplored, 
the     enormous     expenditure     of      the, 
country,  and  insisted  that  it  was  high 
time   we   turned   over  a  new  leaf.    He,- 
did  not  say  that  these  hon.  Gentlemen 


did  not  think  that  in  the  whole  of  his  did  not  practice  what  they  preached 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ever  He  himself  had  taken  part  in  several  ■ 
departed  from  the  argument  that  the '  contested  elections,  and  he  noticed  that^ 
step  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiier  !  aa  the  fight  got  hotter  and  the  question- 
was  taking  this  year  was  economically !  got   closer   as   to  what  Party   was    ta. 


unsound. 

There     was     one     point     connected 
with     this     tax     which    he    did     not 

beUeye   had   been  brought  out  in   the   ™,  -....j  j    c    -•  ^ 

course  of  the  debates  this  «)ssion.    He  1  There  might  be  demands  for  increased 


triumph,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear 
on  the  candidates  to  support  this,  that, 
or  the  other  project,  which  invariably, 
meant   increased  national    expenditure. 


would  admit  for  a  moment  the  whole  of 
the  contention  of  hem.  Members  opposite 
— he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  the 
contention  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham — that  the  whole  tax  fell  on  the 
consumer.  What  was  the  state  of  the 
case  t  If  it  did  fall  on  the  consumer  it 
brought  at  present  £2,500,000  to  the 
revenue,  and  that  was  not  all  charged 
against  breadstuffs,  but  on  other  articles 
which   oame  into  the  country.    Bread- 


pay  to  the  postmen,  or  higher  wages, 
for  the  dockyard  employees,  or  for  old- 
age  pensions,  or  for  education,  or  com 
pensation  to  publicans,  or  a  hundred, 
other  matters  which  cost  money  ;  and 
he  was  afraid  the  candidate's  cry  for 
economy  then  went  down  the  wind. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  could 
quite  understand  that  these  pious  senti- 
ments  by  financial  purists  which  had 
been  received  with  cheers  in  the  House, 


stuffs  only  bore  £1,250,000,  so  that  each  I  should  dissipate  in  a  closely  contested 
person  only  paid  7Jd.  a  year.  That  was  election.  The  guardians  of  the  public 
not  a  very  excessive  charge;  even  if  the   purse  had  a  very  eaay  remedy. 
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•Thb  OHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  noble  Lord  must  remember  that  at 
present  we  are  not  discussing  the  general 
question  of  expenditure,  but  the  corn 
tax. 


Lord  WILLOUGHBY  I)E  ERESBY 
said  he  was  sorry  he  was  transgressing, 
but  only  wanted  to  point  out  that  the 
com  tax  was  a  good  tax,  had  produced 
X2,500,000  a  year  of  revenue,  was  felt 
as  oppressive  by  nobody,  and  that  it 
was  a  great  pity  to  abolish  it  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  was  perfectly 
certain  that  the  time  would  not  be  far 
distent  when  tJie  loss  of  that  £2,500,000 
would  be  very  much  felt.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  had 
said  that  he  would  not  have  had  the 
same  objection  which  hehad  tothe  shilling 
duty  on  corn  if  there  were  an  excise 
duty  on  the  home-grown  corn.  But, 
after  all,  did  not  such  an  excise  duty  on 
home-grown  com  exist  at  the  present 
moment  t  And  it  was  that  which  made 
many  of  them  feelverysoreattheabolition 
of  the  corn  tex.  The  rates  paid  by 
agricultural  land  took  the  place  of  the 
corn  duty.  He  could  nut  discuss  the 
incidence  of  the  agricultural  rates,  or 
whether  the  landlord  or  the  tenant  paid 
them  ultimately.  But  at  all  events  it 
was  the  corn,  or  wheat,  or  meat  raised 
on  the  land  which  paid  the  rates.  Take 
the  case  of  an  acre  which  grew  four 
quarters  of  corn.  On  that  acre  2s. 
were  paid  as  rates,  which  was  equal  to 
a  tax  of  6d.  per  quarter.  He  considered 
that  that  was  an  excise  duty  which  the 
farmers  at  the  present  time  paid,  and 
they  considered  it  a  very  heavy  one 
indeed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Leader  <A  the  Government,  said  the 
other  day  that  the  reason  for  dispensing 
with  this  tox  was  that  the  money  was 
not  wanted.  He  had  a  suggestion  to 
throw  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
A  new  Education  Act  had  come  into 
force,  and  the  education  rate  was  paid 
by  the  com  and  meat  produced  in  the 
country.  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  even  at  the  last  moment, 
whether  he  would  not  retain  the  corn 
duty,  and  give  a  portion  or  the  whole 
of  it  for  the  education  of  the  people? 
Another  argument  for  the  repeal  ot  the 
tax  was  that  owing  to  the  duty  on  flour 
a  certain  encoursgement  had  been  given 


to  the  milling  industry  of  the  country. 
That  was  an  extraordinary  reason. 
Because  a  few  more  mills  were  set 
agoing ;  because  a  few  hundred  more 
people  were  given  employment,  because 
more  offals  were  produced  for  the  feed- 
ing of  cattle  and  other  stock,  therefore, 
the  tax  was  to  be  abolished !  All  who 
wished  to  follow  the  line  which  they  had 
adopted  in  the  past,  all  who  had  seli- 
respect  in  regard  to  principle  in  this 
matter,  all  who  had  in  view  the 
economic  state  of  the  country  were 
to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  tax  which 
yielded  a  revenue  of  £2,500,000,  and 
would  bring  no  relief  to  the  con- 
sumer! He  would  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  dealt  at 
length  with  this  corn  tax  on  the  Second 
Re^ng  of  the  Finance  Bill,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 
to  go  very  minutely  into  the  questions 
raised  by  the  various  speakers.  His 
right  hoa  friend  the  Member  for  Slea- 
ford  commenced  his  speech  by  saying 
that  he  had  always  regarded  the  pro- 
posal to  abolish  the  corn  tax.  not  f ropi  a 
protectionist  but  from  a  financial  point 
of  view.  When  this  question  was  under 
discussion  at  a  previous  stage  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  advocated  the  retention  of  the  tax 
from  a  different  point  of  view  than  that 
of  finance.  He  remembered  reading  a 
speech  in  which  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Sleaford  said  that  one  of  the  effects 
which  he  expected  from  the  tax  was  that 
it  would  bring  thousands  of  people  back 
to  the  land.  His  right  hon.  friend  denied 
that  he  had  ever  used  any  language  that 
justified  him  in  making  that  statement. 
He  had  not  the  report  with  him  at  the 
time,  but  he  had  now  provided  himself 
with  the  speech  which  was  made  at 
Lincoln  and  contained  the  following 
passage — 

"  We  hare  heard  from  every  part  of  Eng- 
land and  by  every  post  concerning  how  enor- 
mous would  be  the  benefits  accruing  from  the 
retention  of  the  doty  on  com.  It  would  have 
the  effect  of  providing  work  and  wages  for 
tens  of  thonsando,  and  bringing  back  the 
people  to  the  land." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  that  he  must 
have  been  misreported.  He  never 
could  for  a  moment  have  imagined 
that     the     imposition     of    a     shilling 
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daty  on  corn  would  bring  back 
thousands  of  people  to  the  land. 
What  he  did  say  was  that  the  duty  on 
flour  had  resulted  in  the  investment  of 
thousands  of  pounds  of  capital  in  the 
milling  industry  and  the  emjJoyment  of 
hundreds  of  people. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  was  glad  he  had 

S'ven  the  opportunity  to  the  right  hon. 
entleman  to  correct  the  mis-report 
He  accepted  at  once  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  did 
not  use  the  language  he  was  reported  in 
The  Times  to  have  used.  The  right  hon. 
€i«ntleman  said  that  he  had  never  sup- 
ported the  tax  as  a  protectionist.  Neither 
had  he  himself  ever  given  any  reason  of 
the  kind ;  he  did  not  believe  that  it  was 
protective  in  its  incidence.  The  price  of 
com  grown  athomehadnct,  in  fact,  risen ; 
and  one  of  his  strongest  arguments  for 
abolishing  the  tax  was  that  the  farmers 
who  expected  to  get  some  advantage 
from  the  imposition  of  the  tax  had 
actually  suffered  from  it.  When  this 
matter  was  dealt  with  during  the  Second 
Reading  debate  he  quoted  a  paragraph 
from  a  letter  he  had  received  from  a  j 
Farmers'  Association  at  Bolton  to  the  I 
effect  that  the  farmers  in  that  district 
actually  suffered,  in  their  view,  from  the 
imposition  of  thetax.  He  had  also  received 
from  the  Somerset  Dairy  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation the  following  unanimous  resolu- 
tion— 

"  This  Association  hnmbly  petition  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequer  to  consider  the 
tax  on  imported  feeding  »taS»  that  was  im- 
posed as  a  war  tax,  and  pray  for  its  remission 
now  that  the  war  is  over,  as  the  tax  pres-es 
verj' heavily  upon  this,  a  dairy  farming  county." 

His  right  hon.  friend  had  said  that  one 
of  the  advantages  which  farmers  had  de- 
rived from  the  imposition  of  this  tax  had 
been  that  they  had  been  enabled  to  pur- 
chase feeding  stuffs  more  cheaply,  and  he 
had  alleged  that  the  price  of  offals  had 
fallen  considerably.  He  had  dealt  with 
that  question  at  some  length  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  BUI,  and  showed  conclu- 
sively that  the  small  additional  quantities 
of  offal  that  were  available  in  this  country 
could  not  be  compared  with  the  enormous 
quantity  of  feeding  stuffs  that  were  im- 
ported, and  that  the  tax  could  not  have 
the  result  which  his  hon.  friend  claimed 
for  it.     He  had  received  a  further  letter 


from  the  Bolton  Association  of    Dairy 
Farmers,  which  stated — 

"Mr.  Chaplin  and  his  friends  are  never 
tired  of  informing  the  fanners  that,  owing  t» 
the  ilif^t  preference  given  to  the  E^giiah 
millers,  more  flour  has  been  produced,  and 
consequently  more  offial  has  been  thrown  on 
the  market,  and  at  a  reduced  price.  I  am 
a  fairly  lai^ge  user  myaelf.  I  have  also  in- 
quired from  the  principal  dealers  in  the 
district,  and  we  all  affirm  that  the  prices  are 
practically  the  same  as  they  were  twelve 
months  a^o.  In  fact,  if  anytning  they  are  a 
fraction  higher." 

He  had  a  considerable  amount  of  in- 
formation in  the  same  direction.  The 
Yorkshire  AgricuMural  Society's  Journal, 
dealing  with  the  figures  to  the  close  of 
1902,  said— 

"  The  tax  upon  com  and  feedins  stuffs  has,  up 
to  now,  been  decidedly  against  the  farmer.  . .  . 
Feeding  stuffs  are  a«  a  nue  £1  per  ton  dearer." 

The  London  Com  OiraUar  for  18th  May, 
1903  said— 

"  On  grain  for  feeding  purposes  the  tax  has 
been  paid  by  the  British  Stock  Farmer,  who  is 
admitted  to  be  severely  handicapped.  That 
British  agricultural  interests  have  been  in  any 
way  benefited  is  absolutely  disproved  by  the 
fact  that  the  price  of  wheat  has  declined  from 
5  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  since  the  imposition 
of^the  duty." 

He  contended,  therefore,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  in  assuming  that  this  tax  had 
in  any  way  benefited  the  British  farmers, 
was  maintaining  a  position  which  was  not 
justified  by  the  facts  of  the  case. 

It  had  been  said  that  no  one  who  bought 
his  own  flour  had  suffered,  and  that  flour 
had  not  been  dearer  since  the  tax  than  before 
it  was  imposed.  The  price  of  Minnesota 
first  bakers'  flour  on  6th  April,  1902,  was 
17s.  9d. ;  on  8th  June,  1903,  it  was  21s., 
duty  included,  per  sack  of  280  lb.  There- 
fore, that  flour  had  increased  by  3s.  3d. 
per  sack  of  280  lb.  That  conclusively 
(jroved  that  the  wholesale  price  of  flour 
had  advanced  far  more  than  would  be 
justified  by  the  amount  of  duty  which 
had  been  imposed  upon  it.  He  had  in 
his  hand  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
fact  that  the  price  of  flour  for  baking 
purposes  had  increased.  Last  year  the 
Prisons  Commissioners  had  to  come  to 
this  House  for  a  supplementary  Vote  of 
£12,000,  and  he  was  informed  that 
a  considerable  part  iji  that  Vote  was  due 
to  the  additional  price  which  they  had  to 
pay  for  articles  affected  by  this  tax.  It 
was  quite  conceivable  that  a  tax  of  this 
kind  was  not  immediately  felt,  but  for  any 
oi>A  to  tell  him  that  a  4  or  5  per  cent. 
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tax  upon  an  article  of  consumption  like 
this  would  not  ultimately  come  upon 
the  consumer  was  to  tell  him  that  which 
he  could  not  by  any  possibility  beUere. 
His  hon.  friend  said  that  the  American 
millers  were  the  people  who  were  de- 
lighted with  the  taking  off  of  this  tax, 
and  that  the  English  millers  were  the 
people  who  did  not  like  its  being  taken 
off.  Why  did  not  the  English  millers 
like  its  being  taken  off  %  It  had  been 
said  that  the  difference  between  the  tax 
on  com  and  the  tax  on  flour  was  not 
protection.  If  it  was  not  protection,  in 
what  way  did  it  benefit  the  British 
miiler  1  Then,  again,  <  why  should  the 
American  exporter  of  flour  object  to  the 
tax  1  He  had  not  sent  less  flour  because 
t>f  the  tax,  and  he  had  got  a  much 
higher  price  than  was  justified  by  the 
tax.  He  contended,  as  he  had  always 
contended,  that  the  British  farmer  lost 
by  this  tax.  Instead  of  paying  a  lower 
price  for  his  offal  in  consequence  of  this 
tax,  he  had  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  bis 
feeding  stuffs,  and  it  would  take  a  good 
deal  to  persuade  him  that  the  tax  of 
£600,000,  which  was  at  present  levied 
upon  imported  feeding  stuff's,  and 
which  was  now  to  be  taken  oflF,  was 
not  a  tax  which  did  harm  to  the 
farmer,  or  that  its  abolition  would 
not  do  good  to  the  farmer.  In  his 
opinion,  the  consumer  paid  in  one  way 
or  another.  He  could  not  add  any- 
thing to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Oldham  on  this  point. 

Although  this  tax  of  £2,500,000  was 
undoubtedly  in  a  sense  a  broadening  of 
taxation,  it  could  not  be  called  in  the  best 
sense  broadening  of  taxation  if  it  fell 
upon  exactly  th^  same  class  of  taxpayers. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  tax  upon  tea  fell 
very  largely  upon  the  general  consumer, 
and  very  largely  upon  the  poor.  And 
so  did  the  corn  tax.  It  had  been 
alleged  by  hon.  Gentlemen  that  the  tax 
upon  com  had  not  raised  the  price  of 
bread,  and  therefore  to  take  the  tax  off 
corn  would  not  lower  the  price  of  bread 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the 
wholesale  price  of  tea,  notwithstanding 
the  2d.  duty,  had  been  only  a  halfpenny 
per  pound  dearer  than  it  was  before  the 
war.  The  wholesale  price  of  flour  had 
been  raised  far  more  than  the  duty. 
Therefore  it  might  fairly  be  contended 
iihat  to  take  the  tax  off  tea  would  not 

Mr.  Ritchie. 


be  nearly  so  beneficial  to  the  poor  as  to 
take  off  the  tax  on  corn.    It  was  right, 
while    remitting    a    large    amount    of 
direct  taxation,  that  they   should  also 
remit    a   portion  of    indirect  taxation, 
and,  after  considering  carefully  which  of 
the  articles  of  consumption  they  should 
take  for  remission,  he  was  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  they  came  to  the  right  con- 
clusion in  selecting  corn.     It  had  been 
stated   over   and  over   again   that  the 
Oovernment  had  proposed  the  remission 
of  this  tax  because  they  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  capable  of  misrepresentation. 
He  never  used   that  as  an  argument. 
His  argument  was  that  the  tax  pressed 
most  heavily  on  the  very  poor,  and  there- 
fore he  proposed  to  take  it  off.   He  did  say, 
incidentally,  what  must  be  acknowledged 
to  be  true  by  everybody,  that  a  duty  on 
corn,  however  slight  it  might  be,  was  a 
tax  which  was  very  capable  of  misrepre- 
sentation.   He  maide  no  apology  what- 
ever, for  having  used  that  term,  but  he 
merely  wished  to  say  that  he  never  used 
it  as   the  argument  which    led  him  to 
recommend  his  colleagues  to  take  off  this 
tax.    He  would  not   enter  into  any  of 
the  larger    questions   which  had   been 
adverted  to  by  some  of  his  hon.  friends. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that  this 
tax  was  proposed  to  be  taken  off  in  the 
Budget   upon   his  recommendation  and 
advice  to    his   colleagues,    and    it  was 
agreed  to  unanimously  by  his  colleagues. 
He  hoped  the  Committee,  in  coming  to 
a  decision  on  this  question,  would  show 
clearly  that  in  their  opinion  the  Govern- 
ment   hud   done   right  in   remitting  a 
tax   which,  as  his  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham  had  shown,  pressed  most 
heavily  on  those  who  were  most  poor. 
It  was  the  last  tax  imposed  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  so  it  ought  to  be 
the  first  tax  taken  off  now  the  war  was 
over. 

Me.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.)  said  he  took  it  from  the  cheers  that 
had  been  given  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  entirely  concurred  in  the 
remarks  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made,  and  would  rightly  welcome  him  if 
he  were  to  cross  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
join  them.  He  unfortunately  had  not 
been  able  to  hear  the  first  half  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
but     judging     from  ^^what    he    heard 


Digitized  by 


Google 


125 


Finance 


1 22  June  1903} 


BUI. 


126 


it  must    hare    been    a    most     power- ' 
ful    speech.        That    speech   also    was' 
.^eet«d     with     hearty      cheers     from  | 
the  Opposition,  and  the  Opposition  only, 
of  which  he  perhaps  had  no  reason  to  I 
oomiJain,  because  he  in  his  humble  way  | 
had  at  times  drawn  cheers  from   hon. 
'€l«ntlemen  opposite.    The  hon.  Member 
ior  Oldham  haul  siid  that  bread  was  the  | 
staple  food  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  | 
On  this  he  was  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
'did  not  speak  with  experience  equivalent  i 
to  that  which  he  himself  possessed.     In  I 
his  daily  intercourse  with  the  poorest  of ' 
the  poor  in  the  common  lodging-houses, 
he  had  found  that  they,  more  than  any  | 
other  claifis,  ate  herrings  and  bacon,  and  i 
that  bread  was   not   so  important   an  1 
article  in  their  diet  as  it  was  in  the  diet  I 
■of  those  who  were  not  so  poor.    Was  it . 
too  late  to  ask  the  Government  to  recon-  j 
flider  their  position  in  regard  to  this  tax  1  \ 
At  a  similar  stage  in  the  Education  Bill 
recently  they  recast   that  measure,  and 
there  were  reasons  at  least  as  cogent  for  ' 
asking  the  Government  to  recast   the  i 
present   measure,  but  that  he  knew  it 
would  be  useless  to  ask  for.     He  pro- 
tested against    this    policy    of    playing 
shuttlecock    and    battledore    with    the 
financial  policy,  undoing  one  year  what 
had  been  done  in  the  previous  year.     It  | 
was  undignified ;  it  would  break   up  the  I 
Unionist  Party  ;  some  of  the  arguments 
in  its  favour  had  been  pure  nonsense;! 
and  it  would   alienate  most  of  the  sup-  i 
porters  of  the  Government  who  valued ' 
conmstency.    This  tax  was  imposed  after  I 
long    debate,    after    many    appeals    to  I 

Solitical  economy,  after  almost  passionate  i 
emonstrations  from  the  Front  Govern- 1 
ment  benches  that  the  policy  of  free  j 
trade  was  in  no  way  violated.  This  tax 
was  imposed  as  a  permanent  tax,  and  it 
«ould  not  be  withdrawn  without  dealing 
the  Unionist  Party  a  blow  still  more 
heavy  than  the  blow  dealt  in  theEduca* 
tion  Bill.  It  was  like  a  blow  in  the 
wind  followed  by  another  in  the  same 
apot  by  the  same  fist.  They  were 
puzzled.  They  did  not  know  what  they 
were  to  fight  for  in  the  future.  They 
did  not  know  what  they  were  to  speak 
for  in  the  future  except  a  fetish  which, 
whatever  might  be  said  to  the  contrary, 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  discarded,  and  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  refound. 


The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  and  many  people,  both  inside 
the  House  and  out  of  it,  would  seem  to 
have  raised  this  doctrine  of  the  uncon- 
ditioned import  of  goods  into  this  country 
to  the  level  of  a  religion. 

♦The  chairman  said  the  hon. 
Member  was  not  entitled  to  go  into  the 
general  subject  on  this  occasion,  but 
must  confine  himself  strictly  to  the 
matter  contained  in  the  first  clause. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  said  in  that  case 
he  would  drop  the  general  question  ot 
free  trade  and  would  simply  say  that,  for 
the  sake  of  the  repeal  of  this  corn  tax, 
there  were  people  in  England  who  would 
sacrifice  everything  we  had ;  who  would 
see  the  people  alienated  from  the  soil 
from     which    they     had    sprung,    the 
restoration     of     whose    manhood    and 
womanhood  depended  upon  their  being 
restored  to  the  soil.    The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  seemed  to  him  to  have 
shown  a  grave  hiatus  in  his  personality, 
and  had  shown   a   great  lack  of  sense 
of  humour.     It  was  better  to  be  non- 
existent    altogether     than    to    be    so 
partially  existent  as    to   exist   without 
any  sense  of  humour  at  all.    If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  had  any  sense  of 
humour  at  all,  even  of  the    burlesque 
kind,  he  would  have  seen  the  plight  to 
which   he   was  reducing  his  followers ; 
I  he    would  have  seen  the  absurdity  of 
'  asking  them  to  repudiate  all  the  prin- 
I  ciples  which  they  had  been  rf^lj^ng  on 
when  making  their  speeches  in  regard  to 
this  tax,  and    which    they    understood 
were  shared   by   him ;     he  would   have 
understood  the  absurdity  of  asking  them 
to  appear  naked  before  their  constituents, 
denuded  of  every  rag  of  principle  which 
they   had   been   proclaiming   from   the 
housetops ;     he    would  have  seen   the 
absurdity  of  400  or  500  gentlemen  of 
England  falling   down  on  their  hands 
and    eating  the    leek   he  presented  to 
them.     It    was  a  sorry   sight,   but  the 
sorryness  of  the  sight  was  swallowed  up 
in  the  infinite  absurdity  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.    Fancy  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stripping  them  of  all  their 
principles;    fancy     him    doing    it    to 
those    on     whom     the    life     of     the 
Government   depended,  and  whose   life 
depended   on   the  Government.     What 
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a  perfect  comedy  of  errors !    What  an 
absurdity      for     millions     of      people 
to  laugh  at !    What  transcendental  and 
ludicrous  absurdity,  and  all  propounded 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
a  grave  face  and  a  long-drawn  visage, 
who  saw  no  fun  whatever  in  the  scream- 
ing farce  of  which  h*  was  the  author. 
The  absurdity   and  ignominy  of  their 
present  position  was  seen  if  they  com- 
pared it  with  their  position  of  last  year — 
a  position  which  had  been  scientifically 
defined    by  the   hon>    Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  Division  of  Glasgow.    That 
hon.    Member    had    argued    that    the 
supi^y  of  com  on  which  this  country 
depended   would  not    be   restricted   by 
this  tax,   and  that,  consequently,  the 
price  would  not  be  raised.    Experience 
had   demonstrated   the  truth  of    both 
those  propositions.     It  was  known,  also, 
that  com  freights  had  been  reduced  in 
America  to  meet  the  tax,  that  a  portion 
of    the  burden,  at  any  rate,  was  borne 
by    the   foreigner,  and    that  the  duty 
producing    a    revenue     last     vear    of 
£2,500,000,    was  now   being  aJssolutely 
thrown  away.  The  revenue  derived  from 
this  tax  might  have   provided  a  great 
system   of  higher  education — not  much 
longed  for.  he  feared,  on  that  side  of 
the  House ;  or  it  might  have  established 
a  great  Imperial  University,  with  post- 
graduate   courses,  which    would   have 
bound  the  higher  life  of  the  colonies  with 
the  higher  lite  of  England.     [An  Hon. 
Member  :    Old-age  pensions.]     He  was 
keener  on  the  revitalisation  of  England 
than    on    supplying    crutches    for   the 
decaying  life.     What  had  Lord  Goschen 
said  recently  1 

*Thb  chairman  reminded  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  reply 
to  the  debates  in  another  place. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  said  he  desired 
not  to  reply  to,  but  to  endorse  and 
embrace  two  declarations  of  Lord 
Goschen — viz.,  that  the  tax  would  not 
enhance  the  price  of  bread,  and  that 
there  were  circumstances  with  which  it 
would  be  perfectly  right  to  deal  in  a 
protectionist  sense.  As  to  the  relations 
of  Members  to  their  constitutents,  he 
had  found  that  supporters  were  very 
generous  to  Members  who  dealt  fairly 
straight  with  them ;  they  would  make 

Mr.  Middlemore. 


avery  allowance  for  vagaries,  for  «gotistt- 
cal  independence,  and  "  kicking  over  th« 
traces,"  but  they  did  not  like  pulpiness, 
emasculation,   ignorance  of  one's  own 
mind,  or  the  al»ndonment  of  a  position 
which   had    been  strenuously  defended 
and  declared  to  be  impregnable.     Nor 
would  they  like  the  shifty  policy  of  the 
Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer  or  the 
passive  obedience  of  his  followers,  some 
of  whom  were  ready  to  lie  down  like 
tame  wethers  and   let  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    shear   them.     Constituents 
liked  to  see  some  elements  of  leadership 
in  their  leaders,  but  what  elements  of 
leadership  could  be  found  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  1    What  remained  for 
Members  on   the  Government  side  to 
do  t  They  had  either  to  bit  down  quietly 
or  stand   up  and   explain     away  their 
previous  speeches.    They  had  got  to  tell 
their  constituents  that  they  did  not  mean 
that  which  they  really  did  mean,  that 
they  were  not  in  the  future  to  be  taken 
seriously,     that    their    principles    wero 
reversible,    and   that   the  chief  end  of 
their  political  life   was  to  be  sufficiently 
flexible  to  adapt  themselves  with  light- 
ning   rapidity    to    every   condition  «f 
political   affairs.     He   would  be  out  of 
order  in  concluding  as  he  had  desired  to 
conclude,   but   he   would  say  that  the 
physical  degeneration  of  the  people  had 
been  coincident  with  the  doctrine  of  the 
unconditioned  import  of  food 

*Th£  CHAIRMAN  said  he  had  already 
pointed  out  that  the  general  question  of 
the  unconditioned  import  of  food  was  not 
the  question  before  the  Committee.  The 
h'>n.  Member  had  been  warned  twice,  and 
he  must  ask  him  to  obey  his  ruling. 

Mb.  MIDDLEMORE  assured  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  had  been  warned 
only  once. 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
should  be  more  respectful  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  said  he  wished 
to  be  both  respectful  and  pertinent ;  he 
had  honestly  tried,  and  would  continue 
to  try  to  be  both.  If  he  had  said  any- 
thing disrespectful  to  the  Chair  he  deeply 
regretted  it,  and  would  immediately  with- 
draw it.  He  desired  to  say  in  conclusion 
that  he  would  have  to  vote  against  the 
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Government,  but  he  hoped  that  at  a  Oldham  might  be,  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
future  day,  after  the  elections,  they  price  of  bread  had  not  gone  up  in  con- 
would  meet  on  happier  terms,  though  he  sequence  of  the  tax.  In  the  face  of 
was  afrtud  it  would  be  on  the  other  side  these  facts,  it  was  impossible  to  prove 
of  the  House.  ^^^^  ^^^  consumer  had  paid    the    tax. 

'  The  British  market  was  so  important  to 
the  United  Sjates,  that  it  was  absolutely 

SlE  HARRY  SETON-KARR  (St.  necessary  for  them  to  send  their  com- 
Helois)  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  ,  modities  to  this  country,  and  he  believed 
North  Birmingham  that  there  were  ele- 1  that  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  a 
meats  in  the  situation  entirely  devoid  of  higher  .tax  if  necessary.  Tbey  had,  by 
humour.  He  certainly  did  not  like  this  tax,  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
being  one  of  a  small  minority  of  twenty- 1  United  States  contribute  to  our  revenue 
eight,  whom  he  believed  to  be  absolutely  for  the  privilege  of  enjoying  the  freedom 
in  the  right,  but  his  convictions  were  so  of  our  market 
strong  that  he  would  vote  against  the  \  -j      .  i         ■ 

repeal  of  this  duty,  even  though  he  and  i  ",  ^^^f.  ^^^  '^at  the  time  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  "»'  ,|f  distant  when  the  United  States 
for  the  Sleafonl  Division  were  alone  in  ^04><*  "»'  ^.  *'*1«  \  «*Port  so  much 
so  doing.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the ; «™'°  \  *•"«  country,  because  the 
Exchequer  believed  the  tax  was  such  a  »«?'  ^^s  bemg  exhausted  by  successive 
bad  one.  that  it  was  paid  by  the  consumer, ,  ^^eat  crops,  and  the  result  would  be 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  how  i  that  the  United  States  of  Amenca 
came  he  to  be  a  member  of  the  Govern- 1  ^o"','?  probably  require  the  .  food 
ment  which  last  year  imposed  the  duty  !  supphes  produced  there  for  domertic 
with  the  object  of  permanently  broaden  H»«  l"J^'""  T?u*^l?*'L  But  along 
ing  the  bwis  of  taxation?  He  was ,  *°  ^«!f "  "^  '*»«  United  States  for 
absolutely  unable  to  reconcile  the  ^  3.000  miles  was  one  of  their  most  im- 
position of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  P^'*^^  °*>[o°'«!:  r^'^*"  \^  thought  in 
Qt  year  with  his  present  attitude.  ^J"*  ^*  ^^^^  ^'^  ^J^  .  "I'^  ^'^• 
His  main  object  in  risini  was  to  allude  to  Canada  had  a  magm6cent  wheat  area 
one  point  made  by  hw  hon.  friend  the  1  ?o°\P"«5«  »'^»*  150,000,000  acres  of 
Member  for  Oldham  in  the  very  able  la°'^>  a"<J  '°  ^^^  ^^  ^e  saw  a  splendid 
speech  which  be  addressed  to  the  House.  '  opportunity  to  encourage  the  culti- 
He  pointed  out  how  this  tax  might  or  nation  of  wheat,  which  would  enable 
might  not  affect  their  food  supplies  from  j  Canada  to  become  the  granary  of  this 
across  the  Atkntic.  Last  year  the  |  country.  That  was  why  he  was  so 
amount  of  breadstuffs  imported  into  |  much  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  this  tax. 
this  country  from  the  United  States  i  Some  day  the  position  of  affairs  would 
•was  just  about  one-half  of  their  whole  be  changed,  and  America  would  be 
consumption,  or,  in  other  words,  half  of '  using  her  own  supply,  and  this  was  an 
their  daily  bread  came  from  the  United  opportunity  for  accelerating  wheat  pro- 
States.  He  thought  there  was  a  great '  duction  in  Canada.  They  might  have 
element  of  danger  in  that,  because  it  kept  this  duty  on  American  com  and 
meant  that  if  anything  interfered  with  ,  reduced  it  in  favour  of  Canadian  corn, 
their  food  supply  from  the  United  States  j  That  would  have  encouraged  the  cul- 
they  would  run  the  danger  of  starvation  1  tivation  of  Canadian  wheat.  He  was 
in  this  country.  If  the  United  States '  afraid  it  was  too  late  to  move  the 
exported  such  a  very  large  amount  of  j  Government  upon  this  question,  but  in 
breadstuffs  to  this  country,  surely, ,  the  last  hour  he  thought  they  might 
whatever  tax  was  imposed  upon  com,  have  left  this  duty  on  foreign  corn  in 
they  would  be  willing  to  pav  that  duty  order  to  give  a  preference  to  colonial 
in  order  to  have  the  freedom  of  our  I  ^orn.  By  this  very  simple  method  they 
markets.  In  regard  to  this  tax  he  I  might  have  encouraged  good  feeling 
thought  it  was  absolutely  certain  that  between  this  country  and  the  great 
they  had  paid  their  share  of  the  com  |  ^^,1^^^  ^f  Canada,  which  in  the  past 
-duty,  and  no  matter  how  ingenious  the  ;  they  had  neglected,  and  to  some  extent 
Arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  ignored.  For  those  reasons  he  should 
Exchequer  and    the    hon.   Member  for  '  vote  against  the  repeal  of  this  tax.    He 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sbribs.]  E 
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"  '  (3)  Tbat  ito  repeal  has  lead  to  further 
trouble  and  confusion. 

"  'The  repeal  of  the  duty  is  viewed  with, 
feelings  of  great  relief,  and  it  is  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  trade  may  never  again  be 
troubled  with  it.'" 

As  to  who  this  tax  was  paid  by  he 
asked  them   had  it  been   paid  by  the 

that  a  tax  which  was  imposed  for  the  i  f^^'^^^   ^'T^/**^  ''^  **^f  '''teTtK^ 
„*    k-    J      „      tv,^    k„  ;„      ( I  the  shape  of   reduced   freights,  by  the 
purpose    of    broadening    the    basis    of  I^  «^        /    j^ 

taxation  m  one  year  was  the  right  tax    "-"""»   ""=  mu  •         i 

to  repeal  the  next  year.     He   believed  I  °«°«'^='«'-    Their  reply  was- 


entirely  differed  from  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Oldham  in  what  he 
said  about  Lancashire  feeling.  He  knew 
something  about  Lancashire  people,  for 
they  were  practical  men,  and  they  de- 
clared that  they  had  not  felt  this  tax. 
He  was  not   going   down   to  his  con- 


^T.^iL'-f:^j!'t''z  i"s^"^^..  -i  ^'-^^zr^ 


With  regard  to  your  other  question  I  am 
to  say  that  the  Directors  are  of  opinion  that 
no  part  of  the  duty  was  borne  by  the  foreign 
exporter,  the  shipowner  or  the  merchant.  A 
small  part  of  the  tax  was  borne  liy  the  baker, 
Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver-  |  but  the  main  burden  fell  upon  the  consumer.' 
pool,  Exchange)  said  he  did  not  know  i     He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  that 


the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  would 
find  the  feeling  of  Lancashire  against 
him  upon  this  point. 


how  far  his  hon.  friend  w{ts  to  be  taken 
seriously.  He  did  not  think  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  could  be  accused 
of    inconsistency    in    maintaining     his 


reply,  because  it  did  not  appear  suffici- 
ently explicit,  and  he  asked  them  if  it 
fell  upon  the  consumer,  how  had  it 
fallen    upon    him    and    had    it    fallen 


opinion  on  this  question.  He  wished  to  |  upon  him  in  the  shape  of  an  increase 
address  one  or  two  observations  to  the  j  in  the  price  of  bread  or  in  what  way  ? 
Committee  upon    this    tax    as    to    its  |  They  replied  as  follows — 

incidence  in  the  past,  because  that  was       .,  „.,        . ,      ^  „_,   .     „  .    ., 

....  .    '       i     .,       _,    ,      J.     :      "When    the    tax    was   first    imposed    the 

the  turnmg-pomt  of  the  whole  dis- !  ^^rcliant  and  the  miller  were  unable  to 
cussion.  They  had  been  frequently  told  i  recover  the  full  increased  price  from  the  small 
that  this  tax  was  paid  entirely  by  the  dealers,  bakers  and  others,  and  consequently 
fnPAiimAr       If   that  vtptc  so  it    annparAd     "'^y  *"^  *°  b«*^  ^^^  '<**■     ^°'  *^'^''  *  "•*<"* 

toreigner.  it  tnat  were  so  it  appeared  ^.j^^^^  ^j,^^  p^^  g„„,,j  ^  properly  adjusted, 
to  him  to  be  a  most  foolish  thing  to  |  the  full  duty  was  added  to  the  price  of  wheat 
repeal  a  tax   which    did    not   fall    upon  |  and  flour.     In  many  places  the  bakers  in- 

•'  ■     creased  the  price  of  bread  by  id.  per  4  lbs.,  and 
so  recovered  four  times  as  much  as  the  tax  ; 
but  in  large  cities  like  Liverpool,  where  com- 
petition among  bakers  is  necessarily  keen,  this 
I  could  not  generally  be  done,   but,  to  some 
!  extent,   the  quality  was  lowered,  and  later 
,  .     ^       .     TT   J    ■..    f  It  -1  I  when  the  price  of  flour  was  further  increased 

tins  tax  1     Had   it    fallen    mainly  upon    from  ordinary  market  causes  the  baker  was. 


the  people  of  this  country,  but  which 
was  paid  by  the  foreigner.  Upon  the 
other  hand  they  had  been  told  that  this 
tax  fell  almost  solely  upon  the  consumer. 
But  what  had  been  the  real  incidence  of 


the  foreigner   or  upon  the  consumer  1   able  to  advance  the  price  of  his  bread." 


He  did  fnot  profess  himself  to  be  an 
authority  upon  this  question,  but  he 
had  endeavoured  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  view  of  commercial 
men  in  Liverpool  who  were  practically 
acquainted  with  the  question,  and  he 
would  read  the  reply  to  certain  ques- 
tions he  had  put  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Com  Trade  Association  of  Liverpool. 
The  President  of  that  Association  replied 
as  follows — 

"After  careful  consideration  of  the  points 
in  reference  to  the  Com  Duty  upon  which  you 
-<le»ire  information,  I  was  requested  to  reply : 


He  took  it  that  this  was  correct,  coming, 
from  persons  who  did  a  large  trade  in 
com  in  this  country.  He  had  received 
letters  confirming  this  position,  among, 
others,  one  from  the  hon.  Secretory  of 
the  Liverpool  Millers  Association.  In 
that  letter  this  gentleman  said — 

"The  idea  that  any  portion  of  the  tax  wa» 

paid  by  the  foreign  grower  or  exporter  is  now 

entirely  given  up.     When  England  was  almost 

the  only  buver  of  foreign  wheat  this  might 

have  been  the  case,  but  the  increase  in  the- 

importation  of  foreign  grain  to  the  Continent, 

namely,     Italy,     (^rmany,     Holland,     and 

.  .  .        ,    ,     J  I  Belgium,  has,  during  the  last  few  years,  been 

"  '(1)  That  the  imposition  of  the  duty  last    enormou«,  until  now  the  Contineot  is  a  much 

year  creaed  considerable  disturbance  to  our  I  larger  importer  than  the  United  Kingdom, 

ti'ade.  especially  during  the  last  twelve  mont&  the 

"•(2)  That  the  fear  that  it  might  be  repealed    shipments  of  foreign  grain  to  the  Continent 

without  notice  caused  great  anxiety  which  I  since  1st  August  last,  being  27,000,000  quarten* 

threatened  to  seriously  curtail  the  volume  of  j  and    to    the     United    Kingdom     22,000,000- 


business. 
Sir  Harry  Seton-Karr. 


I  quarters." 
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He  ventured  to  say  that  the  facts  and 
figures  he  had  quoted  fully  substantiated 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     He  believed  that  the 
trade  was  not  entirely  unanimous  on  the 
point.     He  might  say  that  the  London 
Com  Trade  Association  did  not  entirely 
take  this   view.     They  said  that  some 
part  of  the  duty   had   been  recovered 
from  the  foreign  importer.     His    own 
opinion  was  that  in  the  main  this  duty 
had  been  borne  by  the  consumer,  and  in 
view  of  the  great  interest  attaching  to  ; 
any  tax  on  com,  the  mainstay  of  the  life  | 
of  the  people,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
any  increase  in  the  price  of  food  must  I 
impair  the  vitality  of  om*  people  and  sap  | 
the  foundation  of  our  trade,  he  heartily  I 
concurred  in  the  removal  of  this  tax,  and  | 
trusted  it  would  never  be  reimposed. 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  said  the  very  eflfective  speech 
of  his  hon.  friend  on  his  left,  the  Member 
for  the  Exchange  Division,  would  be  some- 
what impaired  when  he  told  the  Com- 
mittee he  also  had  made  similar  inquiries 
from  the  same  people  with  entirely 
opposite  results.  He  thought  the  right 
person  to  consult  was  the  President  of  the 
Liverpool  Com  Trade  Association  in  re- 
gard to  this  tax.  He  wrote  to  him  on 
the  subject,  and  held  his  letter  in  his 
hand.  fCries  of  "  Date."]  The  date  was 
the  7th  May,  1903. 

Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR :  My 
letter  is  dated  the  19th  June,  1903. 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  said  he  would 
like  his  hon.  friend  to  supplement  that  by 
telling  the  Committee  what  were  the 
politics  of  the  Gentleman  who  had  written 
his  letter.  He  did  not  know  the  politics 
of  the  Grentleman  who  had  written  his 
own.     His  correspondent  said — 

"  The  tax  of  6b.  per  ton  is  so  small  as  to  be 
scarcely  felt.  Five  shillings  a  ton  on  wheat 
is  2Jd.  per  100  lbs.,  or  cental  (the  measure  by 
which  we  sell  in  Liverpool),  equal  to  Is. 
per  sack  of  280  lbs.  of  flotu.  We  importers  did 
not  (eel  it,  nor  the  dealer  either.  It  was  so 
small  that  one  in  the  general  grain  trade  did 
not  perceive  it.  But  the  baker  did,  and  for 
this  reason.  It  requires  a  rise  of  48.  per  sack 
on  flour  (i.e.  Is.  per  100  lbs.  on  wheat)  to  be  a 
id.  on  the  quartern  loaf.  Now,  during 
the  year  that  the  tax  has  been  on,  the  price 
has  never  advanced  to  more  than  28.  per  sack — 
too  little  to  find  its  way  to  the  41b.  lc»f  and  the 
consumer,  xhe  duty  has  nothing  to  do  with  a 
rise  or  f^  in  the  market.    That  fluctuation  is 


caused  by  the  great  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
It  caused  ^eat  dislocation  when  it  was  impose  I, 
and  it  is  causing  more  now  in  the  manner  of 
taking  it  oflT.  The  Americans  did  reduce  their 
freight  charges  for  a  while,  but  it  did  not 
affect  us.  American  flour  does  not  make  the 
price  of  flour  here.  Prices  are  rather  dearer 
now  than  a  year  ago.  But  this  is  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  dutv,  but  rather  to  supply 
and  demand  and  to  the  many  cross-currentx 
and  wheels  within  wheels  impossible  to  describe 
to  those  outside  the  trade." 

He  was  not  an  outsider,  and  he  knew 
that  that  was  correct.    He  knew  that 
what   really  did  aflfect  the    price,  not- 
withstanding what  his  hon.  irirnd  had 
said,  was  the  great  law  of  supply  and 
demand.    When  the  United  States  or 
any  other  country  had  a  large   crop, 
and  was  obliged  to  sell  it  in  a  limited 
market,  which  was  the  case  generally  in 
the  United  States,  the  duty  fell  upon 
the  man  most  anxious  to  do  the  trade/ 
the  man  anxious  to  sell.    If  this  country 
was  very  anxious  to  get  wheat,  and  had 
no  other  source  of  supply,  they  would 
have  to  pay  the  duty.     It   was  a  fact 
that  as  regarded  wheat,  or  any  other 
article,  the  duty  was  home,  not  neces- 
sarily by  the  consumer  or  producer,  but 
by  the  man   most  anxious  to  get  the 
trade.    Where  the  seller  was  obliged  to 
sell,  the  seller    would   pay   the   duty; 
where  the  buyer  was  obliged  to   buy, 
the  buyer  would  pay  the  duty;  where 
it  is  something  between  the   two  the 
duty  will    be  adjusted   between  them. 
The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Helens  some- 
what exaggerated  the  importance  of  the 
United  States  supply ;  he  forgot  such 
countries  as  Russia  and  the  Argentine. 

Sir  harry  SETON-KARR  :  Is  the 
hon.  Member  aware  that  Russia  has  sent 
us  hardly  any  wheat  for  the  last  two 
years  1 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  said  he 
would  rather  confine  his  observations 
to  the  Argentine.  A  gentleman  who 
knew  more  about  Argentine  products 
than  probably  anybody  else  said  to  him 
some  years  ago  that  he  did  not  know 
why  this  country  did  not  tax  meat  and 
grain  importations,  and  that  that  would 
be  better  for  the  Argentine,  because 
they  were  better  able  to  pay  the  tax, 
owing  to  the  good  profits  of  farming, 
than  others  were.  That  gentieman  was 
I  specially  referring  to  the  United  States 
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of  America.  The  time  was  coming 
when  the  United  States  could  not  send 
this  county  so  much  as  she  did  at 
present.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  he  did  not  approve  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's  proposal. 
What  he  had  to  tell  his  constituents 
was  that  the  withdrawal  of  those  grain 
duties  had  simply  thrown  away 
X2,500,000,  which  would  have  to  be 
provided  from  some  other  source 
which  they  would  feel.  He  did  not 
know  how  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
E!zchange  Division  was  going  to  get 
over  it,  but  he  would  explain  that  if 
this  tax  was  repealed  they  were  none  of 
them  a  halfpenny  the  better,  and  that 
they  paid  the  same  for  their  bread  as 
before.  It  had  not  eiven  them  old  age 
pensions  and  half-a-dozen  other  things 
■  which  the  Government  might  have  given 
if  they  had  not  thrown  away  the  money. 
Something  ought  to  be  done  with  respect 
to  the  coal  duty,  for  instanca  He  utterly 
differed  from  the  Prime  Minister  in  the 
view  that  they  did  not  want  the  money. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  unkind 
uf  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ebcchequer,  but 
if  ever  he  wanted  another  constituency 
he  had  better  not  go  to  Liverpool.  He 
was  the  one  member  of  the  Government 
who  was  most  out  of  favour  with  the 
«'ntire  shipping  community  all  over  the 
country.  The  shilling  dutyon  grain  ought 
to  be  kept  because,  amongst  other  things, 
it  would  enable  the  Ught  dues  to  be 
abolished.  At  present  they  were  pro- 
tecting foreign  ports  as  against  British 
ports.  He  had  listened  with  interest  to 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Old- 
ham. He  knew  his  father,  Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill,  before  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham  was  bom,  and  he  knew  his 
father's  views  upon  that  subject  The 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  respected  his 
father's  memory,  and  if  he  had  known 
what  his  father  thought  of  that  ques- 
tion  

LOBD  HUGH  CECIL :  What  question  t 

Mb.  DAVID  MACIVER:  And  what 
the  noble  Lord's  father  thought  of  it, 
his  views  might  be  different.  The  late 
liord  Randolph  Churchill's  views  were 
ai>solutely  in  accord,  not  only  with  the 
maintenance  of  that  tax,  but  with  the 

Mr.  Vavid  Maclver. 


larger  question  which  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  introduced. 

*The  chairman  :  These  references 
are  really  not  relevant  to  this  matter. 
Some  other  time  the  hon.  Gentleman 
might  introduce  this. 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  said  he  would 
not  press  the  matter  further  except  to 
say  that  he  believed  a  much  lart;er 
number  of  hon.  Members  sympathised 
with  the  views  of  those  who  opposed  t  he 
repeal  of  the  duty  than  was  generally 
supposed.  He  would  go  into  the  lobby 
in  support  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  said  they  must  all 
sympathise  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  was  evidently  suffering 
from  being  overburdened  by  the 
possession  of  a  vast  amount  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  opinions  of  other  people, 
which  no  doubt  it  would  be  very  in- 
structive for  the  House  to  know,  but 
which  he'  was  unable  to  communicate 
to  the  Committee  because  of  the 
narrow  scope  of  the  question  before 
it.  What  a  pity,  then,  it  was  that  the 
hon.  Member  did  not  persevere  with  tl:e 
Amendment  which  stood  in  his  name 
on  the  Notice  Paper,  which  would  have 
given  him  all  the  opportunity  he  desired 
to  deliver  this  information.  They  hsd 
been  puzzled  to  know  why  it  was  that 
the  hon.  Member,  who  did  not  lack 
courage,  and  did  not  even  require  it 
sympathetic  audience — which  was  th<t 
ordinary  inducement  to  make  a  speech 
— on  this  memorable  and  important  oc- 
casion should  notonly  have  runaway  from 
his  Amendment,  but  should  have  deliber- 
ately withdrawn  it  from  the  Paper  after  he 
had  in  so  ingenious  a  way  furnished  hia<- 
self  with  the  opportunity  he  desired. 
This  debate  had  lasted  the  whole  sitting, 
and  it  would  be  noticed  that  no  Member 
from  that  side  had  made  a  contribution 
to  it.  That  they  could  well  understand, 
but  it  would  have  been  almost  indecent  if 
some  one  had  not  risen  on  that  side  to 
take  a  humble,  modest  part  in  this  long 
discussion.  They  had  been  enjojdng  the 
debate ;  such  a  debate  as  was  almost  lui 
paralleled  in  the  experience  of  most  of 
them.  In  the  first  place,  they  had  heard 
all  their  own  arguments  on  the  subject 
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of  the  com  tax  repeated  hy  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham,  in  a  speech  which  com- 
manded  the  admiration  of  the  Committee. 
Tliat  in  itself  was  enough  to  induce  them 
to  keep  silence,  because  he  thought  they 
could  hare  added  nothing  to,  and  they 
might  have  detracted  something  from, 
the  force  and  cogency  of  the  arguments 
used.  They  were  their  own  old  familiar 
arguments,  and,  therefore,  they  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  them.  But  they 
were  still  left  in  a  little  doubt.  They 
knew  now  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  reasons  why  he  had  pro- 
p  ised  the  withdrawal  of  the  tax,  but  they 
did  not  know  quite  at  this  moment  why 
the  Grovernment  as  a  Gk)vernment  pro- 
posed to  withdraw  it.  He  was  speaking 
of  the  Government  as  an  entity — if  it 
maintained  the  character  of  an  entity,  of 
which  they  might  entertain  some  doubt. 
But  they  were  still  as  ignorant  as  they 
were,  of  the  reasons  that  induced  the 
Cabinet,  who  were  so  strongly  unanimous 
in  support  of  the  tax  last  year,  to  propose 
its  withdrawal  now. 

They  had  seen  also  in  the  ranks 
Ijehind  the  Government  bench  a 
pleasing  diversity  of  opinion.  Very 
strong  language  had  been  used,  stronger 
than  he  had  ever  heard  employed  c)y 
Members  of  the  House  with  regard  to 
Ministers  whom  they  supported  in 
authority.  [Some  Ministerial  cries  of 
"No,  we  don't."]  Well,  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  did  not  use 
strong  language,  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  forSleaford  adopted  an  ingenious 
mode  of  relieving  his  feelings,  for  he 
dressed  up  an  imaginary  agricultural 
labourer,  and  quoted  his  language  with 
such  unction  that  they  could  easily  see 
that  it  was  genuine  in  its  origin.  Buth  e 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Birmingham  went  a  little  beyond 
what  was  justified  by  the  circumstances 
in  the  way  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  would 
not  do  the  Chancellor  of  the  P^xchequer 
the  ill  turn  of  supporting  him  against  his 
own  followers,  which  might  lead  Members 
to  view  him  with  some  suspicion,  but  he 
thought  in  the  interest  of  almost  common 
civilities  in  the  House  he  must  enter 
some  protest  against  the  violent,  though 
humorous,  but  none  the  less  violent 
because  humorous,  objections  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  to  the 
conduct  and  policy  of  the  right   hon. 


Grentleman.  In  other  quarters  also  they 
found  a  pleasing  diversity  of  opinion. 
Even  Liverpool  was  divided  against  itself, 
not  only  on  the  facts  and  theories,  but  in 
the  authority  of  its  representatives.  They 
were  often  on  that  side  supposed  to  be 
subject  to  differences  of  opinion.  [Cries 
from  the  Ministbrial  Benches  of  "  No, 
no."]  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  denial, 
but  could  at  least  assure  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  he  had  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  detect  in  any  quarter 
of  that  side  of  the  House  any  diversity  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  now  before  the 
Committee.  They  had  arrived,  or  were 
about  to  arrive,  at  a  conclusion  of  the 
matter  eminently  satisfactory  to  them. 
They  were  opposed  to  the  tax  last  year, 
not  to  its  intention,  because  he  entirely 
believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Member  for  Bristol  did  not  anticipate 
any  of  those  evil  results  which  are  now, 
more  apparent  than  they  then  were.  They ' 
were  opposed  to  this  tax  on  the  assuretl 
and  settled  grounds  that  it  might  lead  to 
further  extension  of  protectionist  doctrinee, 
that  it  was  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  of  the  poorest  people,  who  ought 
not  to  be  laid  under  the  burden  of  it, 
and  they  opposed  it  with  other  arguments 
with  which  the  Committee  were  familiar. 
They  found  themselves  amply  justified 
that  day.  They  should  take  part  in  the 
division  with  perfect  unanimity  and  great 
heartiness,  and  they  hoped  they  should 
see  the  last  of  a  tax  injurious  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  and  oppressive 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  they 
hoped  the  tax  would  never  be  renewed. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  said  he  was  not  nt 
all  surprised  at  the  satisfaction  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  all  the 
arguments  which  had  been  used  by  his 
own  side  of  the  House  had  been  repeated 
by  the  hon.  Members  who  spoke  on 
that  side  of  the  House  in  support  of  the 
rtmission  of  the  duty.  Nor  had  he  any 
quarrel  with  anything  that  had  fallen 
fiom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  except 
in  one  particular  point.  He  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  agricultural  labourer  to  whom  lie 
referred  was  very  far  from  being 
imaginary  ;  he  was  an  actual  individual, 
he  was  a  genuine  article,  and  he  h  id 
used  precisely  the  language  quoted. 
His  hon.  friend  below  him  had  criticised 
the  statement  he  had  made  in  regard 
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ae  result  of  the  tax  of  last  year  in 
>ducing  a  cheap  and  abundant  supply 
of  ofifals.  In  the  deputation  which  had 
been  so  often  referred  to  there  were 
farmers  from  all  parts  of  the  count  i^, 
and  they  knew  the  actual  facts  m 
reference  to  the  tax.  They  knew  what 
they  had  paid  for  the  articles  before  the 
duty  was  imposed,  and  what  they  had 
paid  after.  His  hon.  friend  had  asked 
him  to  reserve  his  efforts  for  larger 
occasions  which  might  occur  in  the 
future.  He  could  assure  him  that  when 
these  occasions  arose  he  would  not  find 
him  backward  in  any  way ;  he  would 
be  at  the  front ;  and  he  hoped  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  forward  a  proposal  of 


which  he  approved.  But  he  could  not 
respond  to  his  hon.  friend's  wishes  on 
this  occasion,  for  a  reason  with  which 
his  hon.  friend  could  sympathise.  He 
was  pledged  to  a  number  of  supporters 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  House  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  press  this  matter  to  tax 
end,  and  he  had  never  thrown  ovei  a 
backer  yet.  He  therefore  would  press 
the  matter  to  a  division,  and  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  vote  with  him. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayea,  416 ; 
Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  125.) 


AbnUum,  W.  {Oorb,  N.B.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Agg-GardiMr,  Jtumes  Tynte 
A^new,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 

Allan,  Sir  WiUiam  (aaU»head\ 
Allen,  Chas.  f .  (Olot.,  Stroud) 
Allhuaen,  Ang.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwnght,  John  Stanttope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asher,  Alexander 
Aabton,  llkomas  Gair 
Asqnith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  RtH.SirH. 
Bailey,  Jamee  [Watioorih) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour.Rt.  Hon.  A.J.{Manch'r 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,   E.   (Cork,  S.) 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Su-  M.  Hickg 
]tt-aumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bell,  Richard 
Beotinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree.  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blake,  Edward 
Blnndiril,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Col.  H.  V.  {Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.  G  {Lynn  Regis) 
Braseey,  Albert 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  Johu 
Brown,  Sir  Alx.  H.  [ShroptK.) 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  [BditAwgh) 
Bi7<!e,  Right  Hon.  James 
Bnohanan.  Thomas  Kybum 
Bull,  William  James 
Bnms,  John 
Bart,  Thomas 

Mr.  Chaplin. 


AYES. 

Bntchtr,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Clurles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
CampbeU,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (GUug.) 
Campbell,J.H.M.(i>HMtn(/ntv 
Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Kdw.  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
OauUey,  Henry  Strother 
Cavenduh,  B.  F.  {N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish, V  C.Vf. {Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {GreemoicA) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Co<;hrane,  H.  n.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  Nor'M\ 
Cox.  Lrwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Charle8Curti8(  A  ntrimS. 
Craig,  Robert  H'lnter  {Lanark 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Cross,  Alexander  {Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
Crossley.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnllinan,  J. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davie!>,M.  Vanghan  {Cardiff  n 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,Chas.Ramsay((ra/<oay) 
Dewar,  John  k.{Invemess-»h.) 


Dickinson,  Bobert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Di&e,  Kl  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 

Dimsdale,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir.TosephC. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A  Akers 
DodkIss,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
DuSy,  William  J. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dnrning-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwin 
Edwanis,  Frank 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  {UaidstoM) 
Faber,  E.  B.  {Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Monro  {Lettk 
Fergusson.Rt  Hn.Sir  3.{Man'r 
Ffrench,  Peter 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzG^rald.Sir  Roliert  Penrose 
Fitsmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  CSuistopher 
Forster,  Henry  Williun 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  {lond.  Univ 
Foster,  P.  S.  ( Warwick,  5.  IF. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Z)«r6y  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garflt,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(Ctty  of  Lond 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Bt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
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(Joddard,  Danial  Ford 
^TodaoD.Siir  Augustus  Frederick 
•Gordoii,Hn.  J.E  {ElginiiNaim 
Gordon,  J.  (Londondtrry,  S.) 
<iore,HiiG.  K.C.0rmsby-(5ofop 
-Ciont,  £t.  Hon.  Sir  John  £ld<m 
Goacban,  Hod.  Geo.  Joaohim 
Ondwin,  'Beary  Robert 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (iS'Ar«ir»6iiryi 
-GiettiHi,  Jc^ 
Qrerille,  H<».  Ronald 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Benaieh 
Onert,  Hon.  Ivor  CSiardiill 
<iurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hein,  Edward 

Haldaoe,  Rt.  Hon.  Kchard  B. 
HaU,  Edmrd  Manhall 
Hambro,  Gharles  l^c 
Hamilton.KtHnLordG.  (MicFx 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hanneworth,  R.  Leioestor 
Hanrood,  Oeor^ 
Haalett,  Sir  Jamea  Homar 
Hstoh,  Ernest)  Frederiok  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Haytcr,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {Hanley) 
Heath,  James(5'ta#orrfs.iV.  ff.) 
Helme.  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon-Charies  H. 
Hackman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouae,  C.  E.  H.  {BrUa,  B 
Hobhon8e,RtHn  K(8omerset,E 
Hogg.  Lindsay 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Honldswortb,  Sir  Wm.  Heniy 
Honit,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Faterson 
Howard,  J.  (Uidd. ,  ToUham 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  0. 
Hntcninson.Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Entton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Joieey,  Sir  Jamea 
•Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
3oaea,  Wm.  {Camarvonthire) 
.Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Micbael 
KMtriey,  Hudson  E. 
Kennawny,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kienoedy,  Paitrick  Jamea 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kitaon,  Sir  James 
Laboncfasre,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
LamMon,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Lan^e^,  Batty 
Law,  AndnewBonar  \Olatgt>vi 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donegal,   W.\ 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks,N.R 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comteall) 
Lqrland-Barratt,  Franria 
Leamy,  Bdnrand 
Leea,  Sir  Xaiiott  (Sirlenhead) 
Xeese,  Sir  Joe.  F.  (Accrinffton) 
Lagge,  C(d.  Hon.  Heneage 
Lang,  Sir  John 
Levwwn-Qower,  Fredk.  N.  S. " 
lievy,  Maurice 
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LewM,  Joba  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Logan,  John  William 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  yf.{Sveikam 
Loag,Rt.HD.y/a.]bei  (Briatol.S 
Looadale,  Jojm  Brownlee 
Lough,  lliomas 
Lowe.  Fraiuna  William 
Lowther,  O.jCumb.  SthdaU) 
Lncaa,  Col.  Francia  (Lowettoft 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (PortmunUh 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maconoohie,  A.  W. 
MacYeajrh,  Jeremiah 
M' Arthur,  Charles  {Livtrpod) 
M'Arthnr,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  Jamea 
M'Crae,  George 
MTadden,   Edward 
M'Eensa,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  Char  lea  Benj. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Baedl 
Maxwell,W.J.H.(/>«»i/rM»*A. 
MelloT,  Rt.  Hn.  JohnWilliam 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Ed  \v.  ( Fermanagh,N.) 
Mitchell,  William  (Bm-nley) 
Molfsworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Mooney,  John  J. 
More,Uobt.Jasper(5Arop»A»re) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthanttow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  {Uonm'thtk.) 
Morgan,  J.  lAoyOi  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Mreeonthirt) 
Morlcy,Rt.  Hn.  John  (Montrose 
Morrdl,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Jamea  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Moulton,   John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murphy   John 

Murray,  KtHnA.  Graham(£«<e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Mnrray.Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nannet^,  Joeeph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  {Louth,  8.) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  {Kahetmy) 
O'Brien, P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (WicUow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Uverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (iiayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

0*Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  3.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
O'Shaughneeay,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  Jamea  John 
Palmer  Sir  C  M.  (Durham) 
PalaMr,  O.  Wm.  (iZeodin^ 
Palmer,  Walter  (SaiiOury) 
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I  Parker,  Sir  Gilbert 
I  Partington.  Oswald 
!  Paultcm,  Jamea  Mellw 

Faoae,  H.  Pike  {Darlington) 
I  Pease,  J.  KASafron  Widd«n) 

Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  WeUeday 
I  Pemoerton,  .John  S.  G. 
I  Penn,  John 
I  Perc^,  Earl 

I  PhilipipB,  Jolm  Wynford 
I  Platt-H^^gias,  Fredsriok 
I  Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
;  Power,  Patrick  Josrah 
i  Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
\  Price,  Robert  John 
'  Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
I  Purvis,  Riibert 

Pym,  C.  Guy 
;  Basch,  Major  Frederic  Cane 

lUttigan,  Six  William  Henry 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  Jn.  E.  {WaUrford) 

Ketlmoiid,  William  (Clare) 
I  Reid,  SsLinea  (Greenock) 

Reid,SirK.Ttire8hie(Z>i/m/rt««) 
I  Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
,  UenKhaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
i  Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Ridley,  Hon.M.W(5'te/y6rtrfgr«) 

Rigg,  Richard 
I  Bitchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomaon 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
;  Kobeits,  JohnH.  (Derwighsh.) 
I  Roberts,  Samuel  (Shuffield) 
\  Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundu) 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 
I  Roche,  John 

Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
'  RolUt,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
I  Royda,  Clement  Molyneux 

Russell    T.  W. 

Kutheriord,  John  (Lancashire) 
I  Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexandsr 
:  Samuel,  Harry  S.  (timekouae) 
.  Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
,  Samuel,  S.  M.  {Whitechapef) 
.  Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albort 
:  Schwann,  Charlea  E. 

Scott,  C  Prestwich  (£et^) 
!  Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Ltncoln) 
I  S«ely,MajJ.E.B.(Y«/«  o/h'if/M 
I  Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 

Shaw,  Charles  E.  {Stafford) 
I  Shaw,  Thomas  {Hawick,  B.) 

Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Acn/retc) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
I  Shipman,  Dr.  John  (i. 

Sinclair,  John    (Forfarshire) 

Sinclair,  Louia  (Romford) 

Sloan,  1  homas  Henry 

Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks., 

Smith,  Hn.  W.  P.  D.  (Strandi 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Sp«ar,  John  Ward 

Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  {Somtr$ii) 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 

Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Stroyan,  John 

Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Talbot,RtHn.JG.(0»/rf.  Univ. 
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Taylor,  Austin  {East  loxtelh) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 
Tennaat,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  {Carmarthen,  S.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  {Olam.,  B. 
Thomas,  Darid  A.  (Uerthyr) 
Thomson,  P.  W.  {York;  W.R.) 
Thorbnm,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tonilinton,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tonlmin,  Gtoorge 
TtevdjtM,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tnfnell,  Lient.-Col.  Edward 
Tnke,  Sir  John  Batty 
TJre,  Alexander 
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Yalentia,  Tiscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (BxtUr) 
Walrond.  Bt,  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Walton,  J.  Lawaon  (fieedt,  S.) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wason,  En  gene(  Clackmannan) 
Wason.  J.  Cathcart  (Orkneg) 
Weir,  James  Oallenn^ 
Welby,Lt-Col.  A.C.  &.Taunton 
Whiteley,  G.  (For*,  W.  B.) 
Whlteley,  K.CAgfUon-u.-Lyne) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  0.  (Meriontth) 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  F.W.  (NorfM.Mid) 
Wilson.  H.  J.  (Jorh,  W.  R.) 
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Wilson,  Jobtt  {Dwrham,  l£ii\ 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WUsoa,  J.W.  CWoreeler.,  N.y 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Tori*.} 
Wodehouse,  Bt.  Hn.  E.B.  (Bath 
Woitt    Onstay  Wilhelm 
WoodhouBe,SirJT(ir«dBter«/rf 
Woraley-Taylor.HeuryWilsott 
Wortley,  Bt.  Hou.  C.  B.  Stuaix 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  Oaorge 
Youne,  Samnel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Telleks  fob  thb  Am — 
Sir  Alexander  Aclanil- 
Hoodand  Mr.  Anstruthe  . 


Balfottr,  Kenneth  B.  {Chrislch 
Boscawen    Arthur  Griffith 
ChapliD,  Bif^ht  Hod.  Henry 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Beady 
Colston,  Cha.-!.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Disraeli,  Coninf^by  Balph 
EKerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Finch,  Bt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Qibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  [St.  Albant 
Greece,  W.  Baymond   [Cambt 
Gnnter,  Sir  Booert 
Halsey,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 


XOES. 

Hardy,  Laurwice  {Kent,Atkfd 
Howard,  Jn.  (Kent,  Faversham 
Hudson.  George  Bickersteth 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  ^. {Salop 
Laurie,  Lient. -General 
Lawrence^  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
Lee,  A.  H.  {BarUs,  Fartham) 
Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  Jas.  {Kent) 
Maclrer,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maxwell.RtHnSirH.  E(  Wigfn 
Myers,  William  Henrj- 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pierpoint,  Eobert 


Quilter,  Sir  Cntiibert 
Bound,  Bt.  Hon.  Jame* 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby.  Sir  Chaa.  G.  E.  (Notuy 
Wilson,  A.  SUnley  (York,E.R 
Tonngfer,  William 

Tellers  for  thk  Nobs — 
Sir  Henry  Seton  -  Karr 
and  Lord  Willonghby  de- 
Ereeby. 


Clause  2  :— 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton 
shire,  K)  said  his  object  in  rising  was 
to  move  the  remiusion  of  the  extra  2d. 
on  the  tea  duty  which  was  imposed  for 
the  purposes  of  the  war.  This  question 
would  have  to  be  considered  from 
several  points  of  view.  When  a  tax 
was  placed  upon  a  commodity  largely 
used  in  the  country,  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  to  take  into  con- 
sideration how  far  such  a  tax  diminished 
importation  beyond  the  point  at  which 
it  was  a  satisfactory  and  remuneiative 
tax  from  the  point  of  revenue.  The 
amount  of  tea  imported  during  the  last 
three  years  had  shown  a  very  marked 
decrease.  For  the  five  nronths  ending 
the  31st  of  May  last  year,  there  was  a 
decrease  of  9,500,000  lbs.  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  1902, 
and  as  compared  1901,  there  was 
actually  a  decrease  of  20,000,000  lbs. 
He  was  quite  aware  that  since  the  month 
of  May  there  had  been  a  slight  rally  in 
tea  imports,  but  it  was  quite  plain  that 
during  the  three  years  of  war  during 
which  the  extra  2d.  was  placed  upon 
tea  there  had  been  s  marked  decrease 


in  imports,  and  these  facts  ought  to  be 
fully  considered.  He  was  aware  that 
there  was  before  the  two  preceding 
Budgets  some  forestalmente  which 
somewhat  disturbed  the  figures,  but 
there  was  no  doubt  that  over  the  whole 
period  here  had  been  a  marked  diminu- 
tion in  the  importation  of  tea  into  this 
country,  and  a  marked  increase  in  tlie 
price  of  tea,  a  higher  price  than  tlie 
extra  duty  imposed,  which  pressed  most 
heavily  on  the  working  classes.  In  the 
opinion  of  those  who  knew  most  of  the 
subject  this  lax  had  also  tended  to  the 
diminution  of  the  production  of  tea, 
especially  in  India  and  Ceylon.  It  was- 
high  time  to  consider  the  revision  of 
this  tax  from  the  point  of  view  of 
revenue  and  from  its  results.  The  relief 
given  on  the  income  tax  was  a  large  relief 
— a  much  larger  relief  than  many  of  the 
income  taxpayers  expected  to  receive^ 
and  if  the  facts  were  looked  into  with 
scientific  accuracy  it  would  be  found 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
given  a  relief  of  3d.  on  the  income  tax, 
and  distributed  the  relief  of  the  other 
penny  over  oth'er  things  besides  com  he 
would  have  more  accurately  attained  the 
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happy  mean  of  the  equalisatKHi  of  the 
burden  on  the  various  classes  yrho  con- 
tributed to  the  revenue  of  this  country. 
With  regard  to  the  incidence  of  taxation 
on  the  working  classes  he  had  taken  con- 
siderable trouble  to  obtain,  from  the  most 
careful  investigation  in  his  division,  a 
series  of  accurate  budgets  of  working- 
class  families.  Taking  tha  percentage  of 
taxation  on  the  three  articles,  tea,  sugar, 
and  com,  and  calculating  them  in  the 
form  of  an  income  tax  upon  the  poor, 
he  had  found  in  thirty -nine  of  these 
carefully  prepared  budgets  of  the  working 
classes,  that  taking  the  extra  duties  im- 
posed for  the  purposes  of  the  war  during 
the  last  three  years,  the  result  was  as 
follows : — The  duty  on  com  amounted  to 
an  income  tax  of  2*926  of  a  penny 
in  the  £,  the  extra  duty  on  tea  to  1*85  of 
a  penny,  and  on  sugar  3*84  of  a  penny  in 
the  £.  He  would  not  deal  with  the 
other  duties,  except  as  to  the  total  which 
pressed  upon  the  working  classes,  which 
suggested  to  him  that  some  relief  should 
be  given  on  the  duty  on  tea.  Takmg 
the  average  duty  paid  by  those  thirty- 
nine  working-class  families  in  respect  to 
the  extra  war  tax  on  those  threearticles  of 
food,  and  calculating  their  amounts, 
interpreted  as  an  income  tax,  and  based 
on  the  ad  valorem  values  laid  down  by  the 
lateChancellor  of  the  Excbequerand  other 
experts,  he  found  that  the  additional 
income  tax  paid  indirectly  by  the 
working  classes  through  these  taxes 
alone,  without  touching  tobacco  or 
alcohol  at  all,  amounted  to  8*61  of  a 
penny  in  the  £.  He  would  ask  hon. 
Members  to  remember  that  whereas, 
so  far  as  these  figures  give  a  reason- 
able presumption  of  accuracy,  the  income 
tax  imposed  upon  the  working  chtsses 
by  these  taxes  was  that  no  less  than  8^d., 
only  7d.  in  the  £  was  imposed  upon  the 
income  tax  payer  for  the  purposes  of  the 
war.  He  found  from  figures  supplied  by 
co-operative  societies  last  year  that  the 
total  income  tax  of  the  working  classes,  as 
represented  by  the  tax  upon  dutiable 
articles  consumed,  ranged  from  Is.  to  2s. 
in  the  £  on  the  income  which  they 
possessed.  Those  figures  could  not  be 
seriously  challenged  ;  they  were  brought 
before  him  by  some  of  the  most  experienced 
oo-operators  of  the  day,  who  had  to  deal 
with  the  expenditure  of  thousands  of 
Uaaihee. 


The  consideration  he  had  to  plac» 
before  the  Committee  was,  that  they  had  in 
these  war  taxes  imposed  a  larger  amount 
upon  the  poorer  classes  than  they  had  by 
the  income  tax  on  the  wealthier  classes. 
And  it  was  useless  to  speak  of  this 
taxation  as  voluntary  in  the  same  sense 
as  expenditure  on  tobacco  and  liquor.  It 
was  an  expenditure  incurred  for  the 
necessaries  of  life.  And  though  the  tea 
duty  was  not  a  tax  on  food  in  the  same 
sense  as  the  com  duty  which  touched  the 
vital  efficiency  of  the  people,  it  was  a  tax 
which  bore  heavily  on  the  necessities  of  the- 
poor.  He  wished  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  been  present,  because  he  bad  desired 
to  invite  him  to  throw  some  light  upon 
the  calculations  which  the  right  hon, 
Gentleman  had  made  in  1885,  which  were 
then  challenged  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the- 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  by  th& 
Eammnist  newspaper,  but  which  were 
never  refuted.  The  present  Colonial 
Secretary  in  1885  made  out  that  if  they 
took  into  consideration  the  expenditure 
upon  beer,  tobacco,  and  spirits,  tb» 
income  tax  paid  by  the  working 
classes  by  means  of  dutiable  articles 
was  about  8  per  cent  of  their  in- 
come. Those  figures  had  the  authority 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  that  time 
and  were  produced  for  as  the  basis 
of  his  policy  of  "ransom"  of  equality 
of  taxation  and  equality  of  sacrifice. 
If  the  figures  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  were  in  any  way  to  be 
relied  on  as  the  income  tax  paid  by 
the  working  man  in  1885.  when  they 
had  to  pay  on  nothing  except  tea  at  a 
lower  duty  than  now,  coffee,  currants, 
and  tobacco  and  alcoholic  liquor,  he 
would  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
what  Budget  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary  would  have  to  pre- 
pare, havng  regard  to  the  war  duties,  when 
the  additional  indirect  taxation  for  the  war 
amounted  to  no  less  than  8Jd.  in  the  £. 
The  Colonial  Secretary's  figures  in  1885- 
showed  an  income  tax  of  Is.  11  Jd.  in  the 
£,  and  if  the  additional  tea  duty  and 
the  sugar  duty  were  added,  that  would 
mean  an  income  tax  of  2s.  5Jd.  in  the  i>^ 
while,  with  the  com  duty  of  last  year 
you  had  an  income  tax  of  no  less  than 
2s.  8^d.  in  the  £.  He  was  astonished 
thai  hon.  Members,  with  these  sources  of 
information  before  them,  did  not  recognise 
the  enormous  gravity  of  the  inequality 
of  taxation  which  pressed  upon  the  poorest 
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«la8ie8  of  the  community.  To  those  who 
understand  the  narrow  circumstances  and 
the  terrible  difficulties  of  working  people, 
with  incomes  ranging  from  128.  to  SOs.  per 
•week,  it  required  very  strong  arguments 
to  justify  the  retention  of  a  larger 
proportion  of  taxation  upon  the  working 
classes  than  the  higher  classes  had  to  bear. 
Such  a  course  of  action  was  wholly  unjust, 
And  in  order  to  give  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  one  more  opportunity  of 
«nlarging  the  sphere  of  relief  to  those 
who  were  at  present  certainly  over-taxed, 
he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
''  continne  to,'  and  iaaert  the  worda '  cease  and 
the  dutjr  of  fourpence  the  pound  on  t«a  shall.' " 
—'{Mr.  Channinff.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^  continue  to '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  Amendment, 
which  he  was  unable  to  accept,  had  been 
urged  on  the  ground  that  the  consumer  had 
been  given  less  in  the  way  of  remission  of 
taxation  than  the  income  tax  payer,  and 
the  hon.  Member  had  advocated  that  a 
further  sum  of  £2,000,000  a  year  should 
be  taken  from  the  income  tax  payer  and 
'devoted  to  the  remission  of  taxation  on 
<;ommoditie8.  In  considering  the  Budget 
for  the  year,  he  went  very  carefully  into 
the  incidence  of  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion, and  all  the  figures  seemed  conclu- 
sively to  prove  that  by  taking  4d.  oflF 
the  income  tax,  and  £2,500,0W)  off  in- 
'direct  taxation,  an  equitable  amount 
was  being  taken  off  each,  having  regard 
to  the  sums  contributed  by  the  direct 
and  the  indirect  taxpayers  respectively 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  war.  He 
jilso  investigated  very  closely  the  burden 
.borne  by  the  two  classes  of  taxpayers  for 
some  years  past.  As  the  Committee 
were  aware,  the  tendency  of  late  years 
had  been  to  relieve  the  indirect  taxpayer 
At  the  expense  of  the  direct  taxpayer,  so 
that  whereas  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  Budgets 
the  indirect  taxpayer  contributed  about 
twice  as  much  as  the  direct  taxpayer,  the 
latter  now  contributed  rather  more  than 
the  former.  Moreover,  the  reduction  now 
Taeing  made  left  matters  more  favourable 
to  the  indirect  taxpayer  than  before 
the  war.  He  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  do  more  than  that  in  the  present 
budget,  but  he  quite  recognised  that  in 

Mr.  Channing. 


any  further  remission  of  taxation  care 
must  be  taken  so  to  adjust  the  burden  as 
to  give  equivalent  redress  to  both  classes 
of  taxpayers.  It  was  hardly  necessary  to 
refer  again  to  the  importance  of  not 
keeping  the  income  tax  at  a  higher  rate 
than  was  absolutely  necessary.  It  ought 
to  be  kept  at  such  a  figure,  consistently 
with  justice  to  other  taxpayers,  that  it 
would  be  an  available  reserve  in  case  of 
emergency,  and  no  one  would  contend 
that  an  income  tax  of  lid.  in  the  £ 
was  as  low  as  was  desirable,  having 
regard  to  the  circumstances  he  had  men- 
tioned. He  assured  the  hon.  Member  he 
had  carefully  considered  the  claim  of  the 
working  classes,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
in  the  proposals  before  the  Committee 
substantial  justice  was  done. 

Sir  CHARLES  McLAREN  (Leicester- 
shire, Bosworth)  said  that  tea,  so  far  from 
being  a  luxury,  was  really  one  of  the  prime 
necessities  of  life,  and  the  tax  upon  tea  fell 
on  the  poorest  and  most  miserable  class 
of  the  community.  Those  who  had 
studied  the  question  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  there  was  one  thing 
more  necessary  than  another  to  the  en- 
joyment of  life  by  the  very  poor,  it  was 
tea.  Thousands  of  the  lowest  class  of 
workers  practically  lived  on  what  they 
called  "  tea  "  and  bread  and  butter.  The 
poorest  of  women,  who  sewed  or  worked 
in  factories — the  drudges  of  civilisation 
— found  in  tea  the  one  solace  of  life,  and 
the  one  luxury  in  which  their  means 
permitted  them  to  indulge.  These  were 
the  people  who  had  no  voice,  and  were 
not  likely  to  have  any,  in  the  policy  of  the 
nation ;  they  were  too  poor,  ignorant, 
and  weak  to  have  any  influence  in  the 
policy  of  a  nation  such  as  ours;  they 
ought  to  be  treated  rather  as  children, 
and  the  taxation  of  the  better  classes 
ought  not  to  be  reduced  at  their  expense. 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, when  he  considered  his  Budget 
next  year,  would  take  this  class  into 
account.  Another  point  of  view  from 
which  the  tea  duty  should  be  regarded 
was  that  of  the  English  investor  who  had 
put  money  into  the  tea  plantations  of 
Assam  and  Ceylon.  At  a  time  when  we 
were  taking  peculiar  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  colonies,  the  question 
might  well  be  considered  of  whether  this 
taxation  of  investments  in  the  colonies 
should  go  on.  Ceylon,  in  particular,  had 
suffered  from  a  series  of  bad  years.    The 
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coffee  plantations,  in  which  the  English 
investor  originally  put  his  money,  were 
swept  away,  and  tea  had  been  put  down 
in  their  place.  The  imports  of  tea  had 
fallen  off  in  consequence  of  this  tax,  and 
the  quality  of  the  tea  drunk  was  much 
lower  than  when  the  tax  was  lighter. 
People  were  thus  led  to  buy  lower  class 
China  tea,  and  teas  which  were  not  in 
any  sense  the  product  of  British  capital. 
The  tax  on  its  present  footing  tended  to 
reduce  the  value  of  English  investments 
abroad,  and  to  discourage  other  men 
from  coming  forward  to  increase  the 
plantations  which  were  now  in  some 
places  so  flourishing.  For  these  reasons 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
would  give  his  attention  to  the  matter. 

*Mr.  levy  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
borough) said  that  while  the  Committee 
were  grateful  to  the  ChiJicellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  promising  to  reconsider 
this  question  before  the  next  Budget, 
there  were  reasons  which  might  prevent 
the  right  hon .  Gentleman  giving  effect  next 
year  to  any  desire  he  might  have  to  reduce 
the  duty.  Many  people  were  disappointed 
that  the  tax  was  not  reduced  this  year. 
Income  taxpayers  would  have  been  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  a  reduction  of  3d., 
and  the  ideal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  equalising  direct  and  indirect 
taxation  would  have  been  more  nearly 
achieved.  Out  of  jei0,500,000  surplus 
the  direct  taxpayer  received  je8,500,000. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  He  has  contributed 
more  to  the  cost  of  the  war. 

♦Mr.  LEVY  doubted  whether  the  direct 
taxpayer  had  contributed  as  much  as  the 
indirect  taxpayer.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  referred  to  Air.  Gladstone's 
Budgets.  In  1895,  under  the  last  Liberal 
Administration,  the  taxation  on  neces- 
saries of  life  amounted  to  a  little  over 
4  per  cent.,  whereas  now  it  amounted  to 
10|  per  cent.,  so  that  there  was  some 
justification  for  the  demand  that  a  penny 
lees  should  be  taken  off  the  income  tax 
and  the  tax  on  tea  reduced  by  twopence. 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  hie  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 
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FINANCE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  2  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  oontinue  to,'  and  insert  the  words  '  cease  and 
the  dnty  of  4<d.  the  poond  on  tea  shall.' " — (Mr. 
Charming.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  continue  to '  stand  part  of  the  clause" 

♦Mr.  LEVY,  continuing  his  speech,  said 
he  had  endeavoured  to  show  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  had  not  d«i]t 
equally  with  the  direct  and  indirect  tax- 
payer. This  tea  duty,  like  the  corn  tax, 
was  justified  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
who  said  that  the  wage  earner.^!  of 
this  country  having  approved  of  the 
war,  it  was  onl>  fair  that  they  should 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  it.  He  had 
never  accepted  the  theory  that  the  wage 
earners  had  approved  of  the  war,  but  if 
they  had  they  could  have  only  done  to 
by  the  introduction  of  facts  which 
were  not  strictly  accurate  having  been 
placed  before  them,  and  it  was 
therefore  somewhat  unfair  to  penalise 
them  for  an  error  of  judgment  arrived 
at  on  the  facts  presented  to  them.  Even 
if  they  did  approve  of  the  war,  still  they 
should  be  the  first  to  receive  relief  now 
that  it  had  terminated.  They  were  the 
least  able  to  bear  the  burden  of  taxation. 
While  the  income  taxpayers  had  an 
income  out  of  which  to  pay,  the  con- 
sumers had  little  or  no  capital,  and  week 
by  week  hardly  knew  how  to  eke  out 
an  existence,  very  often  having  to  buy 
their  tea  in  pennyworths  and  ha'porths. 
That  being  the  case  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  having  been  bold  enough 
to  differ  from  those  members  of  the 
Cabinet  who  desire  to  impose  fresh  taxa- 
tion upon  the  food  of  the  peoplt,  and 
who  had  repealed  the  corn  tax,  would 
surely  be  bold  enough  to  go  a  step 
further  and  remit  this  extra  2d.  on 
tea,  imposed  for  purposes  of  funds  for  the 
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war.    This  year  the  income  taxpayers 
would,  by  the  remission  of  4d.  on  the 
income     tax,     save     something     like 
£8,500,000.    The  indirect  taxpayers,  by 
the  remission  of  the  corn  duty,  would 
save  nearly  £2,500,000,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  if  the  Sugar  Conven- 
tion was  ratified,  as  it  probaUy  would  be 
against  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the 
indirect  taxpayers  would  pay  £6,000,000 
or  £7,000,000  a  year  more  for  their  sugar. 
That  burden  would  fall  mostly  on  the 
working  classes  of  this  country,  and  that 
being  so,  there  could  be  no  justification 
for  saying  that  the  direct  and  indirect 
taxpayers  were  receiving  equal  benefits. 
The  Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer,  in 
addition,    anticipated    receiving  an  in- 
creased   sum  of  over  £2,000,000  from 
the  Customs,  and  although  that   sum 
might  be  spread  over  a  larger  population 
than  hitherto,  the  people  of  this  country 
oa  their  food  would  be  paying  no  less  a 
sum  than  £10,000,000  in  excess  of  what 
they  paid  kst  year.    The  stamina  of  the 
country  depended  upon  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  food  consumed  by  the 
people ;  many  had  to  look,  not  to  quality 
but  quantity,  and  by  reason  of  these  taxes 
upon  tea  and  upon  sugar  the  quantity 
of  food  which  some  would  consume  must 
be  seriously  diminished.     He  therefore 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
remit  the  extra  2d.  which  was  put  upon 
tea  for  the  purposes  of  the  war ;  by  so 
doing  he  would  confer  a  great   benefit 
upon  a  great  mass  of  the  oommunity. 


Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  he  was 
obliged  to  traverse  a  good  many  of  the 
reasons  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
for  the  remission  of  this  duty  for  the 
sufiScient  reason,  among  others,  that  no 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  remit 
taxation  when  lie  had  not  the  money  to 
do  so.  It  was  perfectly  impossible  to 
raise  the  income  tax  to  such  an  amount 
as  would  enable  2d.  to  be  taken  off  the 
tea  duty.  So  far  as  he  persona' ly  was 
concerned  he  would  make  an  appeal  of 
a  different  character  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  would  appeal  to  him 
not  to  remit  any  of  the  existing  tea  duty. 
He  was  sorry  that  even  the  corn  tax 
had  been  remitted.  The  reason  he  so 
strongly  opposed  the  argument  of  the 


was  based  on   a  fallacy.      He  was  in 
favour  of  treating,  with  every  poesiblfr 
consideration,  those  who  were  most  needy 
and  those  upon    whom  the  burden  of 
taxation  pressed  most  heavily,  but  hon. 
Members  opposite  must  not  forget  that 
the  direct    payers    also    paid    a    large 
amount  of  indirect  taxation.     No  fewer 
than    112,397    income    taxpayers   pos- 
sessed incomes  of  less  than  £160  per 
annum ;    138,467  an  income  exceedine 
£160    and    not   exceeding    £200,    and 
94,298  an  income  of  over  £200  and  not 
exceeding  £300.    That  made  a  total  of 
355,662  of  what  they  must  suppose  to  be 
heads  of  famihes,  which  multiplied  by  the 
usual  computation  of  five,  as  being  the 
number  of  the  family,  gives  a  total  of 
17,750,000  who  paid  income  tax  on  an 
assessment  of  under  £300  a  year.     In 
those  persons   expenditure,    tea,    sugar, 
and  tobacco  formed  a  large  ingredient, 
and,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  oppressive 
burden  of  the  Income  Tax  they  had  to 
pay  a  large  amount  of  indirect  taxation, 
yet  by  a  system  of  equity  and  logic,  which 
he  was  unable  to  follow,  hon.  Membera 
opposite  found   their  consideration  was 
aroused  on  behalf  of  those  persons  who 
only  paid  through  indirect  taxation  and 
had  not  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of  those 
who  paid  in  addition  the  oppressive  burdet* 
of  direct  taxation.      There  was  another 
aigumentwhich  had  notreceived  fromhon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  consideration  it 
should  have  received.    He  never  had  any 
sympathy  with    those    who    cried    out 
because  the  income  tax  was  raised   in 
times  of  stress  or  war,  but  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  Government  to  reduce  the 
income  tax  to  such    a  level  that   they 
could  resort  to  it  again  in  times  of  stress. 
The  capacity  of  the  income  tax  as    & 
source  of  revenue  could  not  possibly  he 
so  great  when  the  tax  stood  at  lid.  or 
Is.,  as  it  would  be  when  it  stood  at  6d.  or 
7d.      The  direct  taxpayers  contributed 
more  than  their  share  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  and  pro  tarda  they  had  a 
greater  claim  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer    for    remission    than    those 
persons  who,  whatever  they  pay  in  indirect 
taxation,  pay  nothing  in  direct  taxation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to  be  very 
careful  how  he  in  any  way  still  further 
reduced    the   resources   of   the   country, 
which,    at    any    rate,     at   present   only 
existed  on  paper.      He  should  be  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was  because  it  I  last  person  in  the  world  to  question  the 
Mr,  Levy. 
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Satiinates  of  the  rigbt  haa.  Oentleman, 
vluch  WM^  founded  on  expert  advice, 
but  Sowlementary  Estimates  threatened 
them.  In  the  last  three  or  four  weeks 
tiiey  had  large  possible  and  probable 
admtions  to  those  Estimates,  and  they 
must  bear  in  mind  the  claims  of  the  Debt 
and  the  absolute  disappearance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  He  certainly  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  rigidly  stand 
to  the  not  too  lavish  provision  he  had 
made  for  the  expenditure  of  the  country 

Mr.  DAVID  MACFVER  said  he 
strcmgly  desired  that  the  tea  duty 
ahould  be  reduced.  In  fact,  he  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  that  it  should 
be  reduced  by  3d.  It  was  not  an  answer 
to  say  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  not  got  the  money.  He  had 
thrown  away  £2,500,000,  and  he  talked 
about  next  year.  That  did  not 
satisfy  him.  With  regard  to  next 
year  he  was  not  without  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would  not  be 
there  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
that  he  would  have  some  other  and  better 
occupation.  Whether  that  was  so  or  not 
he  wished  emphatically  to  express  his 
dislike  to  the  whole  of  the  first  five  clauses 
of  this  Budget,  and  especially  his  dislike 
to  the  tea  duty.  He  disliked  the  tea 
■duty  because  tea  was  largely  produced  in 
our  own  dominions.  The  com  duty 
represented  only  4  per  cent,  of  the  value, 
whilst  the  incidence  in  regard  to  tea  was 
very  difficult.  Let  them  take  an  average 
price  of  Is.  a  pound.  The  duty  on  that 
Mas  6d. — half  the  value.  Therefore,  it 
-was  perfectly  clear  that  a  reduction  of  3d. 
would  be  so  large  that  no  tea  dealer 
could  possibly  do  other  than  take  3d.  a 
pound  off  the  cost.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  there  was  anybody  in  the  House  who 
would  argue  that  the  tea  duty  did  not 
fall  absolutely  on  the  consumer.  The 
duty  at  present  was  far  too  heavy,  and,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  should  lose 
no  opportunity,  both  in  that  House  and 
elsewhere,  of  urging  that  it  should  be 
reduced.  He  had  a  very  strong  objection 
to  any  tax  which  increased  the  cost  of  the 
food  of  the  people,  and  if  he  had  thought 
that  the  com  duty  would  have  had  that 
effect  he  would  not  have  supported  it. 
Tea  had  now  become  almost  as  much  a 
necessity  of  life  as  bread  itself,  and  the 
tax  upon  tea  had  become  a  very  serious 
Ihing   indeed    to  working  people.    He 


should  always  urge  that  the  duty  on  tea 
should  be  reducecL  He  had  a  very  strong 
objection  to  everything  which  increased 
the  cost  of  the  food  of  the  people,  and 
he  should  support  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite. 

Sir  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  (Pres- 
ton) said  that  if  his  hon.  friend  succeeded 
with  the  view  he  had  put  forward,  it 
would  necessitate  an  increase  in  direct 
taxation.  He  doubted  whether  there  were 
many  Members  on  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House  taking  a  large  view  of 
national  queations  who  would  consider 
that  the  alternative  to  the  remission  of 
indirect  taxation  should  be  an  increase 
of  direct  taxation.  He  thought  the 
views  upon  this  point  put  forward  by 
recent  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
were  very  sound.  During  national 
emergencies,  if  they  wanted  a  fund  to 
draw  from,  they  had  the  income  tax, 
but  if  that  tax  was  raised  to  the  war 
point  in  times  of  peace,  then  they  would 
not  have  that  fund  to  fall  back  upon 
When  the  income  tax  was  raised  beyond 
a  certain  point  it  pressed  severely  and 
unequally  on  the  industries  of  the 
country.  No  doubt  there  was  something 
to  be  said  in  favour  of  a  duty  on  tea,  and 
they  should  take  into  account  what  the 
real  burden  of  the  tax  amounted  to. 
When  they  had  a  commodity,  the  cost  of 
producing  which  had  been  reduced 
beyond  all  expectation,  as  was  the  case 
with  tea,  then  it  could  bear  taxation 
without  any  hardship  upon  the  con- 
sumer. Under  these  circumstances  he 
could  not  support  a  reduction  of  the  tea 
duty. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  already 
stated  to  the  House  the  reasons  why  he 
was  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment, 
but  some  observations  had  been  made 
which  seemed  to  call  for  a  few  words 
more  from  him.  He  did  not  desire  to 
minimise  the  burden  of  indirect  taxation 
on  the  working  classes  and  the  very  poor, 
but  he  reminded  the  Committee  that  the 
relative  burden  of  indirect  as  compared 
with  direct  taxation  was  not  now  so  great 
as  it  was  before  the  war.  Before  the  war 
indirect  taxation  contributed  in  the  pro- 
portion of  52-1  and  direct  taxation  47*9  to 
the  revenue,  but  after  this  Budget  was 
the  proportions  would   be  509 
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iadirect  taxation  and  491  direct 
taxation.  Considerably  more  revenue 
had  been  i-aised  by  direct  taxation  for 
the  war  than  by  indirect  taxation,  and 
the  proposals  in  the  Budget  to  a  large 
extent  rectified  the  balance  once  more. 
It  had  been  assumed  by  hon.  Members 
that  the  result  of  adding  2d.  to  the 
duty  on  tea  had  been  to  increase  the 
price  paid  by  the  working  classes  to  that 
extent.  That  certainly  had  not  been 
the  case,  because  through  over- 
production or  some  other  causes  the 
wholesale  price  of  tea  had  decreased 
to  the  extent  of  ]  ^d.  out  of  that  2d. 
He  did  not  deny  that  if  2d.  were  taken 
off  the  tea  duty  the  consumer  would 
obtain  the  benefit;  but  his  argument 
was  that  as  far  as  the  burden  of  that 
tax  on  the  people  was  concerned,  as  j 
compared  with  the  period  before  the 
war,  it  was  nothing  like  the  2d.  which  j 
had  been  added  to  the  tea  duty.  He 
had  already  explained  that  he  was  unable 
to  do  anything  more  in  the  way  of  a 
reduction  of  taxation  this  year,  and 
he  hoped  that  he  had  explained 
salasfactorily  to  the  Committee  that 
although  this  year  they  had  taken  off 
direct  taxation  a  much  larger  sum 
than  off  indirect  taxation,  the  balance 
was  still  in  favour  of  the  indirect  tax- 
payer. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
b'Twell,  Peckham)  said  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  stated  that  the  contributions  of  the 
indirect  taxpayer  and  the  direct  taxpayer 
now  showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
indirect  taxpayer.  He  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  duties  on  spirits,  wine,  and 
beer  were  included  in  indirect  taxation. 
These  things  could  not  be  looked  upon 
as  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  when  they 
were  eliminated  from  the  reckoning  in- 
direct taxation  paid  very  little  to  the 
revenue.  Tea  and  sugar  produced 
about  £11.000,000  out  of  a  total  revenue 
from  taxation  of  £125,000,000;  and  if 
people  did  not  choose  to  drink  or  smoke 
their  burdens  from  indirect  taxation 
were    extremely  small.      As    his    hon. 


friend    the    Member    for  Preston    had 
stated,  if  they  took  2d.  off  tea  they  had 
to  put  it  on  something  else,  and  unless 
they  revived  the  corn  duty  he  did  not 
know  upon    what    other  article    they 
could    put    it,  and    they    wouki    have 
to  put  it  on  the   income  tax.      There 
was  no  doubt  that  of  all   classes  those 
who    paid    income    tax    were   a   class 
i  upon  whom  the  burden  of  taxation  in 
the   last   few    years    had    fallen    very 
heavily.    The  working  classes  had   not 
suffered  by  reason  of  want  of  employ- 
ment during  the  war,  while  wages  had 
continued   good,    and,    therefore,    they 
could  not  complain  if  the  duty  on  tea 
,  was  kept  to  the  figure  at  which  it  now 
I  stood.      He    did    not    believe    the    tea 
[  dealers  and  urocers   would  confer  the 
whole  benefit  of  any   reduction  in  th& 
tax    upon    their  customers ;   if  so,    it 
would  be  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the    world   in     which    that    had    been 
done.     Any  number  of  cases  could  be 
produced   where   a   reduction  of    duty 
had    not  led   to  a  reduction  in  price. 
The  abolition  of  the  com  duty  had  not 
led  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  bread, 
and  a  reduction  of  the  tea  duty  would 
not  necessarily  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  tea.    When  the  coal  dues  were 
abolished  in  the  City  of  London  that  did 
not  lead  to   a  reduction  in  price,  and 
there  was  scarcely  any  instance  where 
a  reduction  in  the  tax  upon  an  article 
had  been  followed  by  a  reduction  in  the 
price.    He   did  not  know  whether  the 
mover   of    the  Amendment  gave    any 
indication  of  what  article  he  would  put 
the  tax  on  in  place  of  this  2d.  on  tea. 
He   urged  the   Committee   to   hesitate 
before    they    took    this     2d.    off    tea, 
which  he  did  not  believe  was  felt    by 
any  one.     He  was  not   aware  of  any 
other    tax    that   could   be    put  on    in 
its  place  which  would  not  be  a  greater 
burden. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  154  ; 
Noes,  92.    (Division  List  No.  126.) 


AUhosen,  Ang.  Heniy  Eden 
Anaon,  Sir  William  Bc^nell 
Arkwngbt,  John  Stumope 

Mr.  Ritchie. 


AYES. 

Amold-FoTstor,  Hugh  0. 
AttoI,  Sir  ^dliam 
Atkinson,  Bight  Hon.  Jolm 


Bain,  Golon«l  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Mem'r 
Banbuiy,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge- 
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Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
BarUey,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Butwood,  James 
Bm,  Charles 
Blniidell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Bnsaey,  Albert 
Btodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BvrkiB,  £.  Haviland 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caiupbell,  J.  H.M.  (iJublin  Univ 
Campbell,  John  {Armagh,  S.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  HnJ.A(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chnrchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Jotefh 
Clare,  Octavias  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Dooglas  Han^ 
Craan,  Benjamin  Lotus 
Ceilings,  Bight  Hon.  Jesse 
ColomD,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Cobrton,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Atholp 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lneas 
Craig,CharIeeCarti8(^  tUrim,S 
C'ranbome,  Viscount 
Creaa,  Eageoe 
(Troas,  Alezaoder  (Olcuqow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
ppnny.  Colonel 
DidaN>n,  Charlei  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Winsfield- 
DLxon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixo-i 
Dongas,  Rt.  Hon.  A    Aken 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  nteodoro 
Dnming-lAwrenoe.  Sir  Edwbi 
Pvke.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WiUiam  Hart 
Fellowea.Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Finch.  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitaGerald.  Sir  Robt.  Pennwe 
Forrter,  Henry  William 
Fo«*er,  P.  S.  (Warwiel.  8.W. 
'jirdner,  Etoest 


Abraham,  WUliam  (Shondda) 
Allan,  Sir  William  (Gateshead 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Gins.,  Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  iikit 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbfftkire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Brigg,  John 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Biixtmi,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campb^-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 
Cawloy,  Frederick 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ram«ay  (Galway 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duncan,  J.  Hactings 


{22  June  1903) 

Qilhooly,  James 
tiordon.Hn.  J .  E.  (ElginA,Naim 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.OrmsbyXKnc 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J  ohn  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grenfell,  WUliam  Hooiy 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  \A.Q.(ltidx 
Harris,  Frederick  Lererton 
Haslett,  Sir  Junes  Homer 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanlm) 
Heath,  James (S^a/orrf,  N.  W. 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hobhou8e,RtHonH(iSon»V»7,£ 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Shtff.,  Ettidt) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hoast<Hi,  Robert  Patei-Mn 
Hudson,  George  Bickerstetn 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone.   Heywood 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. (Salop 
Keswick,  William 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  \Glatgavi 
Lawson,  Jn.Grant(  Yorks.NB. ) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Cof.  A.  R. 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (£m<o;,S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lnca8,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  Jnhn  Gumming 
M'Arthur.  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Maxwell,WJH(/)?(ni/rt««»A«re, 
HflTsin,  l%omM 
Mitchell, Edw.  (Fermanagh, N. 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
More,  Kobt.  3 anTper  (Shropshire 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison.  James  Archibald 
Monnt,  William  Arthni 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Hyen,  William  Henzy 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  8.) 
O'Brien,  Patriclc  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (WieUow,  W.) 

NOES. 

Edwards,  Frank 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Pfrench,  Peter 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Ghrifltopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard.  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

Harmsworth.  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Scale- 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.   Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hobhonse.  C.  E.  H.  (Brita,  X 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Hutchlns'on.Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (CamarvoneMre) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
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O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Walter  IStUiilbwnh 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robt.  WeUesley 
Fetoy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Emeet  Georve 
Pryce- Jones,  L1.-C0I.  Ek[war<l 
I'urvis,  Robert 
Pym.  C.  Guy 

Basch,  Major  Frederic  Camer 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Benohaw,  Sir  Charles  BiM 
Ritcbie,RtHon.Clia8.Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ro1)ertson,  Herbert  (JSaekneyy 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouie)/ 
Skewe»-Coz,  Thomas 
Smitli,JamesParker(/.anar/[». 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (L€m€$.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Ohiehest^n 
TaylM,  Austin  (Sast  Toxtttkf- 
Thorbnm.  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M.. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklni,  James  Leslie 
Welby.Lt.  -Col.  A.  C.  E(Tavnt'n 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  O.  E.  {NotU} 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord. 
Wilson,A.  Stan  ley  (y<>rA:,£.iJ.). 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,  Kt.  Hn.E.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff,  Gustev  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  MajorW.  H. 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  ifor  the  Atbs — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Joyce,  Miohael 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Joe.  F.  (AccringtonY 
Leng,  Sir  John 
LewM,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 

Maclver,  David  {Livtrpodt) 
M'Crae,  George 
Mansfield,  Horace  Bendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  UoyA(Carmarthen 
Murphy,  John 
O'Donnell,  John  (liayo,  8.) 
OTCelly,  J.  (Boeeommon,  iV.) 
O'ShauphneBBy,  P.  J. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Watdeny 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond.  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  {Eifiorif 
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BolwrtBOB  Edmnad  {Dundee) 
Boe,  Sir  ThomM 
BanciiiiBn,  Walter 
-Samuel,  Heibt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
fiamnel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapet) 
Shaw,  Thomac  (Hameh,  S.) 
Sheeban,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipm«n,  Dr.  John  G. 
-SincUtir,  •Tolm   (JPorfarekirt) 
:SnlUvan,  Donal 


{COMMONS} 

Taylor,  Th«o.  C.  (Baddife) 
Thomao,  fUr  A.{Gtamotyan,E. 
ThomM.  David  A.  (ilerthur) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  fV.B.) 
Tomldnton,  James 
Toulmin,  G^eorge 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip* 
Waaon,  Eugene  {Clcu;imaniuan 
Waaon,  Jobi  Cathcart(Oribt«y) 
White.  Lake  (York,  E.  B.) 
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WhiileT.  J.  H.  (HaUfaa^ 
Whittalker,  Thomae  Palmer 
Williama,  O.  (UeruMelk) 
WiUon,  H.  J.  (Yorh.  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (purhmn.  Mid) 
Younger,  William 

Tellkss  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Broadhuist  and  Mr. 
Levy. 


CSause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  moved  to 
leave  out  the  clause.  He  said  the  argu- 
ment that  this  year  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  got  sufScient 
-money  to  carry  out  what  he  now  pro- 
posed did  not  meet  the  case,  because 
the  life  of  the  nation  was  not  a  matter 
•of  one  year  only.  It  was  a  matter  of 
grave  doubt  how  far  they  were  wise  in 
raising  so  large  a  proportion  of  their 
revenue  from  alcoholic  drinks,  and  other 
things,  the  reasonable  use  of  which  was 
right  and  proper.  No  question  of 
temperance,  or  what  was  best  for  the 
people,  entered  into  the  Exchequer's 
consideration  in  that  matter,  but  simply 
how  the  greatest  possible  revenue 
could  be  raised.  The  excessive  taxation 
-of  the  articles  concerned  was  very  bad 
for  everybody.  The  State  made  itself  a 
partner  with  the  brewer,  distiller,  and 
publican,  and  a  partner  which  took  as 
much  as  possible  out  of  the  interest  con- 
cerned, and  did  as  much  as  it  could  to 
stimulate  the  consumption  of  alcohol  in 
this  country.  From  a  social  and  national 
point  of  view,  not  less  than  that  of  the 
traders  affected,  and  of  those  who  abused 
the  good  things  of  this  life,  the  present 
system  was  undesirable,  and  for  those 
reasons  he  moved  the  omission  of  the 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"  In  page  2,  to  leave  oat  Clause  3." 
Question  put,   "That  Clause  3  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  moved  an 
Amendment  with  the  object  of  confining 
'the  income  tax  to  profits  derived  from 


investments  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
British  Emiure.  His  objection  to 
income  tax  was  probably  greater  than  to 
any  other  part  of  the  Budget.  The 
income  tax  was  not  only  a  t-ax 
upon  those  who  directly  paid  it,  but 
upon  the  trade  and  industries  of  the 
country.  He  had  nothing  whatever  to 
say  so  far  as  it  meant  taxing  the  invest- 
ments of  those  wealthy  people  who  put 
their  m^ney  into  foreign  concerns  which 
competed  with  the  industries  of  thL< 
country,  and  many  of  whom  escaped  the 
tax.  He  would  Hke  to  see  income  tax 
abolished  so  far  as  the  industries  of  this 
country  were  concerned.     He   was  very 

I  far  indeed  from  sharing  the  views  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  others 

!  as  to  the  right  proportion  between  direct 

I  and  indirect  taxation,  because  he  could 
not   help  remembering  that  a  greater 

I  authority  than  any  of  them  wished  to 
abolish  income  tax  altogether.  However 
little  he  might  agree  with  Mr.  Gladstone 

j  in  most  matters  he  agreed  with  him  in 
that.  He  was  aware  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  got  the  money 
and  that  it  could  not  be  done,  but  he 
raised  the  question  with  a  view  to  the 
future.  There  was  no  more  abominable 
tax  than  the  income  tax,  which  was  very 
unfair  so  far  as  it  related  to  those  who 
earned  their  daily  bread  as  shopkeepers, 
clerks,  or  professional  men.  Minorities 
were  not  always  wrong,  and  he  was 
jwrfectly  certain  there  were  many  who 
thought  with  him  who  would  not  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  11,  after  the  word  'shall,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  as  r^ards  all  profits  de- 
rived from  investroente  other  than  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
or  in  any  other  part  of  His  Majesty's 
Dominions.'" — {Afr.  David  Maclver.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


Digitized  by 


'  That  those  words 


Google 


161 


Finance 


{22  Junk  1903} 


Bti!. 


162 


*Me.  RITCHIE  :  My  hon.  friend  has 
supplied  the  practical  answer  to  his  own 
Amendment.  He  says  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  me  to  do  it.  Indeed,  ^e  should 
be  in  a  state  of  hopeless  bankruptcy  if  we 
attempted  it. 

Sir  GEORGE  HARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.)  asked  whether  anything  had  been 
done  with  regard  to  the  Committee  on 
the  income  tax  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  promised. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  arrangements  are 
not  finally  settled,  but  I  hope  to  announce 
them  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) asked  whether  the  inquiry  would  be 
by  a  Select  Committee  or  otherwise. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  Committee 
would  be  a  Committee  of  the  House  ap- 
pointed in  the  usual  way. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) 
had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  the 
following  terms — 

"  In  Clause  5,  page  3,  lines  11  and  12,  leave 
out  '  rate  of  eleven  pence,' and  insert  'following 
nte,  namely :  In  respect  of  incomes  exceeding 
one  hundred  thouiiand  pounds  a  year,  two 
shillings  :  In  respect  of  incomes  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  one 
irandred  thousand  x>ounds  a  year,  one  shilling 
and  ten  pence ;  In  respect  of  incomes  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  one  shilling  and 
eight  pence  ;  In  respect  of  incomes  exceeding 
ten  thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  twenty 
.thousand  pounds  a  year,  one  shilling  and  six 
pence;  In  respect  of  incomes  excelling  five 
thonsand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  ten 
thou-sand  pounds  a  year,  one  shilling  and 
three  pence ;  In  respect  of  incomes  exceeding 
two  thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  one  shilling  ana  two 
pence ;  in  respect  of  incomes  exceeding  one 
thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  two 
thonsand  pounds  a  year,  one  shilling ;  In  respect 
of  incomes  exceeding  seven  hondred  pounds 
and  not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
eleven  pence ;  In  respect  of  incomes  excee<iing 
six  hundred  ponnds  and  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  ten  pence  ;  In  respect 
of  income);  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  and 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds  a  year,  nine 

rsnce ;  In  respect  of  incomes  exce^ing  four 
nndred  pounds  and  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
ponnds  a  year,  seven  pence  halfpenny  ;  In 
respect  of  mcomes  exceeding  three  hundred 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  six  pence ;  In  respect  of  incomes  exceed- 
ing two  hundred  ponnds  and  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  pounds  a  ^ear,  four  pence ;  In 
respect  of  incomes  exceedug  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  and  not  ezceraing  two  hundred 
ponnds  a  year,  tliree  pence." 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


♦The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  propose  a  higher 
income  tax  than  that  named  in  the 
Bill,  and,  therefore,  only  the  latter 
half  of  the  Amendment,  beginning 
with  the  proposed  payment  of  lid. 
for  incomes  over  £700  a  year,  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  said  he  would 
restrict  his  proposals  accordingly.  He 
was  under  the  impression  that,  as  the 
scheme  he  proposed  would  not  increase 
the  total  revenue  from  income  tax 
provided  for  in  the  Bill,  it  would  not 
be  out  of  order,  but  under  the  circum- 
stances he  was  bound  to  move  the 
second  part  of  the  Amendment  only. 
He  appealed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  discuss  the  question 
without  taking  advantage  of  the 
technical  difficulty.  The  point  he 
wished  to  raise  was  whether  the 
income  tax  should  be  graduated  or 
not.  It  was  one  which  had  been 
raised  on  several  occasions  in  the 
House,  and  he  believed  it  was  one 
which  was  growing  in  public  favour. 
He  need  not  argue  the  principle  of 
graduated  taxation.  The  history  of 
English  fiscal  legislation  contained  many 
instances  of  that  principle  culminating 
in  the  Finance  Act  of  1894.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire,  when  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  that  year,  proposed  a 
scheme  of  graduated  death  duties,  the 
object  being  to  impose  a  differential 
estate  duty,  and  to  equalise  taxation 
between  the  property  owner  and  the 
man  who  earned  his  income.  In 
1897-8  the  estate  duty  yielded 
£11,000,000,  and  the  income  tax 
£17,000,000,  the  proportion  of  the 
former  to  the  latter  being  therefore 
65  per  cent  Last  year  the  amounts 
were  £14,000,000  and  £36,000,000, 
and  the  proportion  39  per  cent.  It 
was  therefore  dear  that  there  ought  ta 
be  some  readjustment  in  this  respect. 
When  he  proposed  a  Motion  of  this  Kind 
in  1901,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer opposed  it  on  the  ground  of  the 
extension  he  had  made  in  the  system  of 
abatements,  and  also  because  it  was  a  year 
in  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  ask 
Parliament  to  increase  the  income  tax. 
This  year  a  reduction  was  being  made  in 
the  income  tax.     The  late  Chancellor  of 
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the  Exchequer  stated  then  that  if  they  had 
to  reconsider  the  question,  the  principle 
adopted  in  1894  should  be  adopted — that 
of  imposing  sr>me  compulsory  taxation  to 
equalise  the  taxation  of  the  richer  with 
that  of  the  poorer  class  of  income  tax- 
payers. If  ever  such  a  case  had  arisen  it 
had  arisen  now.  Then  the  right  hon. 
GentlemEtn  said  he  would  not  bind  himself 
to  any  policy  or  plan  in  the  matter,  but 
he  very  clearly  indicated  that  some  policy 
or  plan  would  have  to  be  adopted  in  order 
to  reduce  the  inequalities  which  un- 
doubtedly did  exist  at  the  present  time. 
So  far  no  step  had  been  taken  in  that 
direction.  He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  make  some  promise 
to  reduce  the  inequality  that,  in  spite  of  the 
exemptions,  still  prevailed  between  the 
larger  and  smaller  income  taxpayer. 

In  practice  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
benefit  to  which  people  with  small  incomes 
wereentitledfrom  abatements  was  realised 
by  them.    An  enormous  number  of  people 
were  unaware  of  the  exemptions  to  which 
they  were  entitled,  and  were  deterred  by 
<lifficultiea  from  claiming  the  exemptions. 
The    proportion    of     the    amount    re- 
covered by  the  taxpayer  to  the  amount 
due  to   him  he  should    say   was   one- 
«ighth    or   one-tenth ;    and    when    he 
thought  what  this  system  pretended  to 
be,   and   what   it   really   was,    he    was 
prompted  to  use  very  strong  language 
indeed.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  look  at  the  first  column  of  the 
table    he   would  find  that  there  were 
308,000  entitled  to  exemption  of  £160  a 
year;  and  in  the  last  two  columns  he 
would    find    that   there  were  380,000 
employees  also  entitled  to  exemption  of 
£160.    If  they  took  a  fairly  low  average 
-of  these  exemptions  it  would  be  found 
that  when  the  income  tax  was  at  the  rate 
of    8d.    in    the  £1    these    exemptions 
amounted  to  £2,500,000  at  least.    Some 
time  ago  he   had   asked  the   previous 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche  (Uer  how  much 
was  received  during  a  year   when  the 
income  tax  was  8d. ;  and  the  reply  was 
that  the  amount  actually  paid  to  persons 
entitled    to    exemption   was    £313,000. 
There   were  an    enormous   number  of 
people  who  were   not  aware  that  they 
were  entitled  to  these  exemptions,  and 
there  were  a  large  number  who  were 
aware  but  who  were   deterred  by  the 
difficulties  which  existed  from  recover- 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis. 


ing   the  sums  due  to  them   from  the 
State.    There  were  300,000  income  tax- 
payers with  incomes  of  less  than  £200 
per  year,  and   50,000    of  those  whose 
incomes  were  between  £300  and  £400, 
and    25,000    of    those   whose    incomes 
were   between    £400    and    £500,  none 
of  whom  had  received  the  abatements 
to  which  they  were  entitled.   He  thought 
it   was  the  duty  of  the  State,  if  this 
system  of   abatement  could  not  afford 
relief  to  the  poor  taxpayers,  to  find  some 
other  system  of  taxation  by  which  the 
small   taxpayers   should  pay    only   the 
amount   of   the   tax   which   the   State 
wished  to  levy  on  them.    He  was  well 
aware    that    there   was    one    practical 
difficulty  constantly  urged  by  Ministei-s 
who    had    to   meet   a    Motion    of   this 
character.      It    was    the   difficulty    of 
inducing  individuals  to  aggregate  their 
incomes     when     derived    from     many 
sources ;    and  of   checking  evasion    of 
the  tax.    After  all,  however,  he  should 
like   to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  the  difficulties  were  so  great. 
Individuals    were    obliged    to    make    a 
statement  as  to   their  incomes;    these 
statements  were  examined,  and  certain 
checks  applied.     If  a   man  had  many 
sources  of  income,  in  nearly  every  case 
the    source  would    be  investments  in 
limited  liability  companies.    Now  lists  of 
the    shareholders    in    these    companies 
were  public  property.    It  would  be  quite 
possible  to  compile  an  alphabetical  index 
of  these  shareholders  by  means  of  un- 
skilled clerical  labour.    As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  was  told  that  there  were  private 
firms  in  the  City  which  compiled  lists 
of  that  character.     At  all  events  it  was 
possible    for    Somerset    House,    which 
had    these   lists   under   its   control,  to 
make  such  a   list,  and  the  cost  of  that 
work  would  be  justified  when  £2,500,000 
of    the    poorer  taxpayers'    money  was 
concerned.    There  could    be  no  doubt 
that  the  present   system,   or   want  of 
system,   did   not   work,    and   that   the 
classes  who  were  entitled  to  relief  from 
income  tax  did  not  receive  it.    We  must 
adopt  ^ome  different  system  of  graduat- 
ing the  income  tax.      The   public   be- 
lieved   that    those    small    income    tax- 
pavers  got  the  exemptions  to  which  they 
were  entitled  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  was  a  mere  make-believe,  and  he  hoped 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
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seriously  consider  the  case  of  these 
vidows,  spinatera,  and  other  peoi^e  with 
small  incomes  of  £200  or  £300,  who  did 
not  get  the  relief  to  which  they  were 
entitled;  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  able,  to  introduce  that  reform 
these  classes  would  be  deeply  grateful 
to  him. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  11  and  12,  tu  leave  out  the 
words  '  rate  of  eleven  pence,'  and  to  insert 
I  following  rate,  namely: — In  respect  of 
incomes  exceeding  seven  nnndred  pounds  and 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
eleven  pence.  In  respect  of  incomes  exceed- 
ing six  hundred  pounds  and  not  exceeding 
seven  hnndred  pounds  a  year,  ten  pence.  In 
respect  of  incomes  exceeding  five  hundred 
pounds  and  not  exceedinx  six  hundred  pounds 
«  year,  nine  pence.' " — (.l?r.  J.  H.  Leiott.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  rate  of  eleven  pence  '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

•Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  quite  under- 
stood that  ,the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
moved  his  Amendment  not  at  all  with 
the  idea  that  it  could  be  carried,  but 
only  to  enable  him  to  make  the  speech 
which  he  had  just  del.vered  in  regard 
to  graduation  and  abatements.  He 
admitted  that  so  far  as  the  question  of 
abatements  was  concerned,  the  whole 
of  the  existing  system  was  one 
which  required  to  be  examined.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  be  one  of  the 
flubjects  to  which  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee would  direct  its  attention, 
■with  a  view  to  seeing  whether  or 
Bot  some  more  equitable  arrangement 
than  the  present  could  be  devised.  But 
when  they  came  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
proposal  in  regard  to  graduation  they 
were  landed  in  absolutely  inextricable 
difficulties.  Graduation  was  discussed 
hy  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  had  pointed 
•out  the  enormous  difficulty  and  the  im- 
p^uiticability  of  coming  to  any  settlement 
<A  the  question  which  would  be  equitable 
all  round.  It  was  true  that  on  the  face 
of  it  it  seemed  to  be  just  that  incomes 
■over  £5,000  or  £10,000  a  year  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  the 
smaller  incomes.  But  there  were  prac- 
tical difficulties  to  consider,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  contemplate  any  alphabeti- 
'Cal  arrangement  of  names  in  company 
Usts  like  that  adumbrated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  intricacy  and  the  difficulty 
«f  such  a  subject  as  that  would  be  over- 


whelming. It  should  be  remembered  that 
two-thirds  of  the  money  obtained  fronwthe 
income  tax  was  received  at  the  source — 
that  was  to  say,  deducted  from  the  pay- 
ment pf  dividends  and  the  like.  How  was 
the  Committee  going  to  make  the  various 
companies  at  home  and  abroad  responsible 
for  ascertaining  what  was  the  income  of 
an  individual  who  received  a  dividend  1 
The  difficulty  was  absolutely  insuperabla 
The  suggestion,  moreover,  that  the 
larger  incomes  should  pay  a  higher  duty 
than  the  smaller  incomes  had  been  to  a 
large  extent  met  in  the  remodelling  of 
the  death  duties,  which  were,  of  course, 
something  like  income  tax.  As  it  stood, 
the  income  tax  was  considere<l  by  many 
persons  as  being  of  an  inquisitorial 
character,  and  they  resented  as  improper 
many  of  the  inquiries  made  of  them. 
He  was  constantly  receiving  complaints 
from  income  taxpayers  as  to  the  cross- 
examination  and  inquiry  to  which  they 
were  subjected,  and  which  they  did  not 
consider  reasonable  or  right.  But,  if 
the  Treasury  had  to  summon  persons  to 
the  bar  of  the  Department,  and  to  cross- 
examine  them  as  to  whether  they  had  £5,000 
or  £10, 000  a  year,  and  require  themtoshow 
cause  why  they  should  not  be  so  assessed, 
it  was  possible  a  good  many  persons 
might  be  brought  into  the  net  who  tried 
to  escape,  but  only  at  the  expense  of 
friction  and  annoyance  to  himdreds  of 
other  taxpayers.  He  had  looked  care- 
fully into  the  question,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  difficulties  were  overwhelming, 
while  the  cost  of  the  investigation 
would  eat  up  a  large  proportion  of  any 
additional  sum  theycould  possibly  receive. 
Though  in  favour  of  some  inquiry  on 
the  subject  of  abatements  to  remedy  any 
injustice  that  might  exist  at  present,  he 
could  not  hold  out  any  hope  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  could  deal  with  gradua- 
tion. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  he  was  glad  to 
hear  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  the  Committee, 
which  they  understood  the  other  day  was 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  evasions  of 
income  tax,  would  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  abatements.  In  his  view  it  was 
quite  clear  that,  apart  from  the  question 
of  a  graduated  income  tax,  the  abate- 
ments made  under  existing  circumstances 
might  very  well  be  extended  to  incomes 
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of  from  £700  up  to  £1,000  a  year.  At 
the  same  time  he  waa  bound  to  agree 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
opposing   the  general   principle  of  the 

fraduation  of  the  income  tax^  He 
imself  should  like  to  feel  that  the 
graduation  of  the  income  tax  could  be 
extended  from  top  to  bottom,  but  he 
feared  that  that  was  out  of  the  question. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  allow  the  question  of 
the  death  duties  from  this  point  of  view 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol,  last  year  admitted  that,  if 
the  income  tax  was  to  remain  perma- 
nently at  a  higher  level,  it  would  be 
a  fair  question  to  consider  whether  the 
death  duties  should  not  be  proportion- 
ately increased. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  (Bristol.  W.) 
said  he  did  not  remember  ever  making 
such  a  statement. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  had 
not  brought  the  quotation  with  him, 
but  the  impression  on  his  mind  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  last  year,  or  the  year  be- 
fore, had  stated  that  if  the  income  tax 
came  to  be  at  a  higher  permanent  level 
than  at  present,  the  death  duties  should 
be  proportionately  increased  also.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
give  any  expression  of  opinion  which 
would  leave  a  wrong  impression  of 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said.  He  would  be  sorry  to  see  any 
stumbling  block  put  in  the  way  of  the 
collection  of  the  income  tax. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  said  that  last 
year  when  he  held  the  office  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  they  had  a  debate  of 
some  importance  on  this  matter,  and,  in 
response  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries,  he  expressed  his 
sympathy  with  the  suggestion  which  he 
made  that  a  Committee  should  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  possibility 
of  either  extending  the  present  abate- 
ment upon  the  income  tax  or  of 
graduating  the  income  tax  upon  the 
higher  incomes.  He  did  not  accept  the 
principle  of  graduation,  but  he  admitted 
that  his  main  objection  to  the  proposal 
was  the  question  of  its  practicability.  He 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 


doubted  its  practicability ;  but  he  thought 
it  a  fair  subject  for  inquiry.  The  Com- 
mittee he  had  in  contemplation  was  not 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
buta  Departmental  Committee  of  experts, 
who  would  deal  with  the  question  solely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  practicability. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
gone  beyond  that.  He  had  seen  certain 
matters  connected  with  the  income  tax 
which  in  his  opinion  demanded  inquiry, 
and  he  had  undertaken  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  conducted  by  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  this 
point  should  be  included  in  it.  He  had 
been  good  enough  to  suggest  that  he 
should  undertake  an  important  position 
with  regard  to  that  Committee.  He  did 
not  think  that  anything  he  could  do — 
or  that  anyone  in  his  position  could  do 
— could  detract  from  the  responsibility 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the 
day  in  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance 
to  the  country  as  the  proper  collection 
of  income  tax.  But  anything  he  could 
do  to  assist  the  House  or  his  right  hon. 
friend  in  the  matter,  of  course,  would  be 
cheerfully  done.  He  thought  this  was  a 
matter  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  it 
wa.'i  not  settled,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar  seemed  to  imagine,  by  anything 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  might  have  said  or 
done  in  the  matter.  In  Mr.  Gladstone's 
days,  fortunately  for  the  income  tax- 
payer, the  tax  continued  at  a  low  point. 
They  had  now  got  to  a  time  when  the 
income  tax  in  time  of  peace  stood  at 
lid.  in  the  pound.  Well,  that  was  a 
very  serious  matter,  because  how  many 
of  them  could  really  believe  that  it  was 
possible  in  the  years  before  them  that 
that  poundage  could  be  materially  re- 
duced Y  What  was  the  result  1  It  was  this : 
Anyone  who  had  devoted  five  mlnutea 
to  the  consideration  of  this  point  knew 
very  well  that  the  income  tax,  what- 
ever rate  it  might  be  inthe pound,  pressed 
far  more  severely,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  upon 
the  owners  of  small  incomes  as  com- 
pared with  the  owners  of  large  incomes. 
To  a  man  of  £50,000  a  year  what  did 
the  income  tax  matter  1  The  man, 
again,  of  £20,000  or  £10,000  a  year 
felt  the  income  tax  but  to  a  trifling 
extent  compared  with  the  man  of 
£2,000  or  £1,000  or  £700  or  £800. 
That  was  a  fact  that,  surely,  must  come 
home  to  all  of  them  if  they  wished  to  be 
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fair  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country. 
Of  course  he  need  not  say  that  the  un- 
faimeas,  if  it  was  an  unfairness,  was 
largely  increased  when  the  income  tax 
stood  at  a  high  level. 

Hon.  Members  opposite  had  proposed 
to  meet  this  by  graduation.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  principle  of  gradua- 
tion with  regard  to  the  income  tax. 
He  had  no  objection  to  it  with  regard 
to  the  death  duties  or  the  house 
duty.  With  regard  to  the  house  duty, 
it  had,  of  course,  been  long  in  operation 
in  this  country,  and  with  regard  to 
the  death  duties,  during  the  seven 
years  that  he  had  been  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  he  had  found  the 
prindple  of  graduation  work  extremely 
well.  But  he  was  afraid  that  they  would 
find  it  absolutely  impracticable  to  extend 
the  principle  of  graduation  to  the  income 
tax  for  the  reasons  which  had  been  given 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  which  he  gave  to 
the  House  himself  last  year — namely, 
that  the  great  fortress  of  the  income  tax, 
so  to  speak,  in  this  country  was  the 
fact  of  its  collection  at  the  source,  and  if 
they  resort  to  the  only  means  at  their 
disposal — namely,  that  of  an  inquisitorial 
investigation  by  officials  specially  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  into  the  cir- 
«umstances  of  persons  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  more  than  a  certain 
amount  of  income,  which  would  bring 
them  into  a  higher  grade  for  taxation — 
they  would  be  certain  to  have  all  kinds 
of  evasions,  qualifications,  and  mental 
reservations,  which  would  really  prevent 
«ny  successful  issue  to  the  inquiry.  It 
was  possible,  also,  that  the  cost  of 
-such  an  inquiry  might  be  entirely  out  of 
proportion  to  the  results  obtained.  For 
the  Committee  could  not  too  clearly 
remember  that  the  bulk  of  the  income 
tax  was  collected  from  small  incomes — 
he  meant  comparatively  small  incomes — 
and  that  the  fortunate  persons  who 
owned  an  income  of  £10,000  or  £15,000 
a  year,  or  above  that  sum,  were  a  very 
limited  number  indeed.  He  merely 
mentioned  those  matters  from  his  own 
experience  in  order  to  show  his 
appreciation  of  the  great  difficulties  in 
the  way,  not  at  all  as  suggesting  that 
they  ought  not  to  go  very  carefully  into 
the  subject,  with  the  best  ex  pert  evidence 
at  their  disposal,  to  endeavour  to  see 


whether  anything  practical  could  be 
done  so  as  to  lighten  the  burden  upon 
the  income  taxpayers  with  smaller 
incomes,  and  increase  the  burden  upon 
the  persons  who  at  present  felt  it  very 
little  at  all.  He  sympathised  with  that 
idea  himself,  but  he  would  venture  to 
say  that  he  hoped  that  in  the  inquiry 
which  was  contemplated  there  would  be 
no  idea  whatever  of  placing  the  whole 
system  of  the  income  tax  into  the  crucible 
of  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House. 

Of  course,  there  were  many  ano- 
malies and  difficulties  in  the  income 
tax  system.  He  wished  every  hon. 
Member  of  this  House  and  anyone  who 
thought  he  could  remove  them  would 
first  of  all  read  that  speech  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  in  1863,  in  order  to  ap- 
preciate to  some  extent  the  present 
position  of  the  income  tax  and  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  any 
alteration  in  it.  If  a  Committee  of  this 
House  was  to  be  appointed  to  deal  with 
this  subject,  the  reference  to  it  ought  to 
be  narrow,  ought  to  be  carefully  confined 
to  certain  points,  and  ought  to  be 
definite.  Otherwise  he  would  venture 
to  say  that  they  would  have  no  adequate 
results  from  any  investigations  of  the 
Committee,  and  they  might  possibly 
have  as  useless  a  result  as  that  of  the 
Committee  of  1860,  which  did  not 
report  at  all  after  examining  a  great 
deal  of  evidence.  Certainly  they  would 
run  a  great  risk  of  dangerously  interfer- 
ing with  one  of  the  most  important 
sources  of  revenue  of  the  United  King- 
dom. He  trusted  that  his  right  hon. 
friend,  while  carefully  limiting  the 
reference  to  this  Committee,  would 
include  in  that  reference  the 
principle  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  Committee  in  that 
debate.  He  trusted  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  appointed  it  might  be  their 
duty  to  inquire  not  merely  into  the 
working  of  the  existing  system  of  abate- 
ment—which he  believed,  on  the  whole, 
worked  fairly  well,  although  it  was 
perfectly  possible  that  some  persons 
entitled  to  abatements  did  not  receive 
them — but  also  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to  enquire  whether  that  system 
could  be  extended  or  in  any  way  altered 
so  as  to  make  the  income  tax  at  its 
present  high  level  fairer  to  all  persons  in 
the  country  who  paid  it. 
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Mr.  TEEVELYAN  (Yorkshire.  W.R.. 
Elland)  expressed  his  opinion  that  it 
was  more  imperative  this  year  to 
continue  to  urge  upon  the  financial 
authorities  the  necessity  of  inquiring 
into  the  question  of  the  graduation 
of  the  income  tax  than  it  had  been 
in  preceding  years.  At  a  time  when  a 
declaration  had  been  made  in  important 
quarters  in  favour  of  taxing  the  food  of 
the  ppople,  we  must  consider  whether 
there  were  no  alternatives  to  such  taxa- 
tion. The  plan  of  graduation  was  based 
on  the  fact  that  there  existed  in  the 
country  stores  of  wealth  which  we  could 
tax  without  touching  the  resources  of 
the  poor.  He  did  not  lay  it  down  that 
the  proposal  was  necessarily  practicable, 
but  some  system  of  the  kind  was  in 
operation  in  one  of  our  colonies  and  in 
Prussia,  and  there  was  obviously  ground 
for  inquiry  into  the  subject.  It  would 
not  be  necessary  to  touch  the  present 
way  of  raising  the  existing  income  tax, 
but  the  country  might  inquire  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  require  from 
the  rich  a  declaration  of  their  whole  in- 
come in  order  that  we  might  put  upon 
them  an  extra  tax. 

Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launce- 
ston)  said  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
as  to  the  importance  of  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter  of  a  graduated  income  tax. 
He  had  never  been  able  to  scheme  out  a 
system  of  graduated  income  tax  which 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  thoroughly 
inequitable.  Income  was  a  very  poor 
criterion  of  a  man's  wealth  or  his  power 
to  bear  taxation.  He  wished  to  explain 
the  proposal  he  was  going  to  make  in 
regard  to  the  inquiry,  which  was 
essential  in  order  that  it  might  be 
useful  to  the  nation.  No  doubt  the 
whole  theory  of  direct  taxation  was 
that  wealth  and  the  capacity  for  bearing 
burthens  were  taken  reganlless  of  how 
the  income  was  derived;  and  the 
burthen  was  put  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
taxpayer  proportionate  to  that.  To  take 
the  power  of  bearing  burthens  was,  how- 
ever, absolutely  delusive.  He  had  given 
an  instance  more  than  once  of  a  man 
who  had  XI  0,000  in  Consols,  and  a  man 
who  in  the  best  three  or  four  years  of 
his  life  earned  an  income  of  £250  per 
annum.   Both  men  were  taxed  equally, 


although  one  was  almost  incomparably 
richer  than  the  other.  Parliament  had 
endeavoured  to  remedy  that  by  the 
rough  -  and  -  tumble  method  of  death 
duties,  which  fell  entirely  on  the  owners 
of  realised  wealth.  In  that  way,  they 
had  to  a  certain  extent  balanced  the 
income  tax,  and  the  owner  paid  about 
double  the  tax  on  his  income  that  the 
earner  paid  when  the  income  tax  was  at 
ad.  in  the  £.  He  thought  that  even 
then  the  owner  was  let  off  very  lightly. 
But  if  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the 
burthen  of  the  income  tax  and  to  add 
to  the  existing  income  tax  a  second  in- 
come tax  graduated  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  income,  justice  would 
not  be  done  unless  there  was  an  in- 
quiry made  as  to  the  nature  of  that 
income.  An  income  might  be  partly 
earned  and  partly  derived  from  realised 
property,  but  any  attempt  to  divide 
mcome  into  those  two  classes  would 
utterly  fail.  He  could  imagine  a  business 
income  which  was  little  more  than  4  per 
cent,  or  5  per  cent,  on  the  money  in- 
vested, and  which  in  part  might  be 
derived  from  realised  property  ;  and  he 
could  imagine  a  business  income  which 
depended  entirely  on  the  skill  of  the 
person  who  carried  on  the  business ;  and 
between  those  two  extreme  classes  there 
would  be  found  such  a  graduation  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  decide  in  what 
proportion  the  two  elements  of  incomes- 
earned  and  incomes  derived  from  realised 
property  existed.  He  was,  therefore, 
satisfied  that  any  attempt  t&  put  a  heavier 
burthen  on  a  man  in,  proportion  to  his 
income  would  cause  a  quite  intolerable 
injustice.  Cite  nan.  might  have  an 
income  of  .£1,000  from  Consols,  another 
man  might  have  an  income  of  £1,000 
derived  from  his  earnings ;  but  although 
the  latter  would  be  capable  of  bearing 
taxation,  he  would  be  crushed  if  he  were  to 
be  taxed  to  the  same  extent  a»  the  former. 

Income  tax  had  worked  well  because 
it  was  balanced  by  the  death  duties, 
and  because  a  man's  wealth  was  estim- 
ated partly  by  what  he  could  earn  and 
partly  by  what  he  owned;  and  if  the 
income  tax  was  not  pushed  too  far  that 
would  be  a  good,  reasonable,  and  practical 
approximation  to  justice.  But  it  should 
not  be  imagined  for  a  moment  that  it 
would  be  just  if  it  were  not  balanced  to 
a  certain  extent  by  the  death  duties. 
He  should  like  to  tee  an  inquiry  as  to 
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himself.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
smiled ;  and  he,  therefore,  gathered 
that  he  never  had  occasion  to  npply,  a» 
hiB  income  was  always  sufficiently  above 
the  water-mark  to  afford  him  no  hope 
of  recovering  money  paid  as  income 
tax.  He  wished  the  Treasury  officials 
would  inform  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  the  enormous  diflSculties  which 
attach  to  any  attempt  to  recover  money 
from  the  Treasury.  Small  tradesmen 
with  an  income  of  about  £200  a  year, 
part  of  which  was  derived  from  invest- 
ments, very  rarely  indeed  secured  the 
rebates  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
That  was  a  real,  genuine,  substantial 
J    , ,   ,       J     .       ^.     .  ,  I  grievance.    In  his  own  personal  experi- 

doubled,  and  when  the  mcome  tax  was  j  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^here  income 

i  tax   was    paid,  although    the    persons 


whether  income  tax  could  be  graduated 
and  yet  justice  done ;  but  he  was  certain 
that  a  heavier  income  tax  would  mean  a 
heavier  tax  on  the  earners.  He  should 
also  wish  to  see  an  inquiry  as  to  whether 
the  death  duties  should  not  be  dependent 
on  the  scale  of  the  income  tax.  If  the 
income  tax  were  doubled,  it  was  borne 
equally  by  those  who  earned  and  those 
who  owned — a  most  unfair  division  of  an 
extra  burthen  such  as  the  war  expendi- 
ture. The  only  way  in  which  that  could 
be  remedied  was  to  get  a  tax  on  capital, 
and  the  only  tax  on  capital  they  had  was 
the  system  of  death  duties.  He  should 
like  to  see  the  scale  of  the  death  duties 
doubled    when     the    income     tax 


was 


lowered  he  should  also  like  to  see  the 
death  duties  lowered.  They  should 
satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  fair  pro- 
portion of  both  taxes  to  be  borne  by 
owners  and  earners  ;  and  then  the  two 


paying  it  were  not  liable.  The  process 
of  recovery  was  so  difficult  that  it  was 
easier  to  pav  it  than  employ  a  lawyer 

taxes  should  go  up  and  down  together,  j  »?  ^^'  «"»"  »  «»»'"^-    ^^\  ulf "jfi"/ 

It  might  also  be  useful  to  enquire  whether   of  the  Exchequer,  as  well   as  his  prede- 

°       •  --  ■■       -  cessor,  spoke  in  a  condemnMory  way  ot 

the  inquisitorial  nature  of  levying  the 
income  tax.  He  did  not  see  where  that 
arose.  If  a  man  were  an  honest  man,  he 
made  a  statement  of  income  mo'e  or  less 
correct,  more  generally  under  the  mark 
than  above  it.  He  sat  for  many  years  in 
a  court  of  appeal  to  hear  appeals  against 
income  tax ;  and  he  knew  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  many  people  paid 
income  tax  who  were  not  liable  at  law 
to  pay  it.  What  he  wished  was  that 
some  protection  should  be  given  to  this 
class  of  income  tax  payer,  from  the 
cruel  injustice  from  which  they  now 
suffered.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
saw  that  this  grievance  was  rectified, 
he  would  be  conferring  an  act  o£ 
hundreds  of    thousands  o£ 


the  capital  tax  which  was  the  justification 
for  the  income  tax  should  not  vary  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  income. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
he  did  not  know  what  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  about  to 
appoint  were  to  be.  The  Committee 
were  given  very  little  information  about 
the  range  of  the  inquiry  in  the  speech 
of  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman.  He  would 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  the  interests  of  a  large  and 
increasing  number  of  poor  persons  who 
had  incomes  varying  from  SOs.  to  j£100 
per  year  derived  from  investments  in 
limited  liability  companies  and  cor- 
poration stock.  An  income  tax  of 
lid.  in  the  £  was  deducted  from 
those  incomes,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  did 
those  persons  get  a  rebata  In  the  first 
place,  many  of  them  did  not  know  that 
they  were  entitled  to  a  rebate  ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  even  if  they  did  know, 
they  were  not  aware  as  to  the  means  to 
be  taken  to  secure  it  What  he  wished 
was  that  part  of  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  should  be  to  devise  some 
simple,  certain,  ready  means  of  re -overing 
money  paid  as  income  tax  by  persons 
entitled  to  it.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ever  had  occasion  to  apply  for  a  rebate 


bound   to   say   he  was  not 

to    follow    the   remarks    of 

friend    the     Member      for 

He  usuallv    understood 


justice   on 
people. 

He  was 
quite  able 
his  hon. 
Launceston 
what  his  hon.  friend  said ;  but  he  wj»8 
unable  to  follow  him  in  his  argument 
condemnatory  of  the  principle  of  this 
Amendment  He  believed  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  thi» 
country  regarded  the  present  system  as 
unjust  His  hon  friend  referred  to  ihe 
death  duties ;  but  it  was  not  the  man 
who  owned'  the  property  who  paid  the 
death  duties,  but  the  fortunate  person 
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yfho  succeeded  to  it.  If  he  had  an 
«xperience  of  that  kind,  he  certainly 
would  not  grumble  at  the  payment  of 
the  death  duties.  He  believed  that  the 
country  was  tired  of  the  present  system ; 
and  with  all  due  respect  to  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  whom 
he  always  had  a  great  regard,  he  hoped 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  mark  a  new  era  in  his  Ghanoelior- 
ship  by  making  this  inquiry  as  wide  as 
possible.  If  the  Treasury  came  out 
victors  in  argument  from  the  inquiry,  so 
much  the  better  for  their  own  reputation, 
but  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer would  provide  ample  opportunity  for 
arguing  the  question  at  a  public  inquiry. 
In  any  case,  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  see  that  poor  people 
were  no  longer  robbed  in  the  manner 
he  described.  Although  he  had  had 
some  little  experience  of  public  affairs, 
he  found  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  satisfy 
Somerset  House  that  he  was  entitled  to 
money  which  had  been  illegally  deducted 
from  his  income. 

SirGEOKGE  BARTLEY(l8lington,N.) 
said  he  agreed  that  great  trouble  was  ex- 
perienced in  securing  rebates  of  income 
tax.  There  seemed  to  be  a  system  at 
Somerset  House  of  obstruction  and 
delay  designed  to  prevent  people  from 
getting  the  return  of  money  to  which 
they  were  entitled.  That  seemed  very 
unreasonable;  and  there  ought  to  be 
some  simple  process  by  which  people 
would  be  able  to  show  that  they  were 
«ntitled  to  a  rebate,  and  when  that  was 
shown  payment  should  be  made  without 
further  trouble.  At  present  there  seemed 
to  be  an  idea  that  getting  money  from 
Somerset  House  was  like  getting  butter 
out  of  a  dog's  mouth,  He  would  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  take 
some  steps  to  secure  that  those  cases 
should  be  more  readily  attended  to  with- 
out all  the  annoyance  and  irritation 
which  now  existed.  With  regard  to  the 
inquiry,  he  had  advocated  an  inquiry 
for  fifteen  years.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
quite  liked  the  idea ;  and  he  himself  had 
no  doubt  that  it  would  lead  to  some 
loss  of  revenue;  but  there  were  at 
present  many  cases  in  which  hardship 
existed,  and  they  should  be  inquired 
into.    To  tax  the  two  classes  of  income 

Mr.  Broadhurst. 


equally  was  neither  logical  nor  fair ; 
but  he  ageeed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  death  duties  very  largely  put 
that  right.  The  imposition  of  the 
death  duties  [generation  after  generation 
led  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  value 
of  property  being  transferred  to  the 
Exchequer.  He  thought  that  system 
was  fairly  just ;  but  there  were  certain 
anomalies  which  he  hoped  would  be 
considered  by  the  Committee.  Another 
matter  which  should  also  be  considered 
was  the  mode  of  assessing,  and  the 
question  of  appeal.  He  thought  the 
present  system  of  appeal  was  most 
unfair,  and  that  it  led  to  great  hardship. 
A  system  under  which  a  man  was  not 
allowed  to  be  represented,  although  his 
opponent  was  represented,  wanted 
inquiring  into.  The  income  tax  was 
a  permanent  tax ;  and  unfortunately 
it  did  not  look  as  if  it  could  be  reduced 
for  many  years.  Therefore  some  system 
should  be  devised  whereby  it  could  be 
collected  as  fairly  as  possible. 

*Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  askedthe  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  was  right  in 
supposing  that  the  inquiry  would  include 
the  system  of  granting  and  obtaining 
abatements;  whether  it  would  also 
include  the  desirabiUty  of  extending 
the  system  to  higher  incomes,  and, 
if  so,  how  that  could  be  done;  also 
whether  the  inquiry  would  extend  to 
the  comparative  incidence  of  the  estate 
duty  and  the  income  tax  respectively  ; 
and  the  practicability  of  adopting  a 
system  of  graduated  income  tax. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  form  of  refer- 
ence had  not  yet  been  settled.  It  was 
proposed  to  inquire  into  the  question  of 
evasion,  collection,  abatements,  and  many 
other  points  in  connection  with  the 
income  tax.  The  Committee  would  agree, 
he  thought,  that  it  was  very  desirable 
that  the  inquiry  should  not  range 
over  so  varied  a  field  as  to  prolong 
the  proceedings.  They  wanted  to 
have  an  inquiry  which  would  lead  to 
some  reform  of  these  pressing  matters 
in  a  short  space  of  time.  He  could  not 
undertake  to  say  that  the  inquiry  would 
include  the  question  of  graduation.  He 
had  been  inquiring  into  that  matter 
himself,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
difficulties  were  immense,  and  he  did  not 
really  see  his  way  out  of  the  difficulties 
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wliioh  presented  themselves  to  him. 
But  the  reference  had  not  been  finaUy 
decided  yet,  and  until  it  had  been 
decided  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
exactly  what  the  scope  would  be. 

♦Mr.  J,  H.  LEWIS  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  would  go  so  far  as 
to  inquire  into  the  system  of  graduation 
which  was  at  present  in  vogue  in  at 
least  one  British  colony,  as  well  as  else- 
where. 

♦Mr.  EITCHIE  said  he  could  not  add 
anything  to  what  he  had  said.  Of 
course  he  would  consider  all  the  pro- 
potals  that  had  been  made  that  night 
before  the  reference  was  finaUy  settled. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  he  presumed  the 
Committee  would  naturally  inquire  into 
that  particular  point  when  they  inquired 
into  the  whole  question  of  the  equity  of 
abatements.  He  agreed  that  they  ought 
to  see  whether  they  could  not  make  it 
more  easy  to  obtain  the  return  of  money 
that  had  been  paid.  With  regard  to 
what  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
North  Islington  had  said,  he  was 
convinced  that  there  was  a  good  deal  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  some  alteration  in 
the  present  mode  of  appeal,  so  that  the 
appellant  might  have  power  to  appoint 
some  one  to  put  his  case  before  the 
Commissioners,  either  counsel  or  a 
solicitor.  He  was  quite  sure  something 
of  that  kind  ought  to  be  done,  and  he 
hoped  he  might  be  able  to  do  it  without 
inquiry  at  all.  There  were  several  small 
matters  in  connection  with  taxation 
with  which  he  hoped  to  deal  in  what 
he  might  call  an  Omnibus  Bill,  and,  as 
they  were  none  of  them  of  a  contentious 
eharacter,  he  imagined  there  would  be 


no  prolonged  discussion  when  they  were 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  What  about 
the  death  duties  ? 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  did  not  think 
they  could  extend  the  inquiry. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACHJ  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  a  division.  He 
was  anxious,  as  he  had  said,  that  the 
inquiry  of  this  Committee  should  extend 
not  only  to  the  question  of  abatements, 
but  also  to  the  practicability  of  gradua- 
tion. He  had  endeavoured  to  impress 
his  views  on  his  right  hon.  friend,  and, 
though  he  did  not  himself  believe  it  was 
practicable,  he  felt  quite  sure  that,  if  it 
was  impracticable,  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  everybody  if  it  could  be  shown 
to  be  so.  If  the  hon.  Member  took  a 
division  on  his  Motion  now,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  his 
right  hon.  friend's  answer,  he  thought 
he  would  injure  the  cause  he  had  at 
heart.  He  quite  understood  the  position 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  who  was  not 
yet  authorised  to  state  precisely  what 
the  inquiry  would  be,  and  he  was  sure 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  bear  in 
mind  what  had  been  said  in  the  course 
of  the  debate. 

*Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  said,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  by  no  means  given  anything  in  the 
nature  of  an  absolute  negative  to  his 
question,  and  in  view  of  the  remarks 
just  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol,  he  would 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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*Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  K)  com- 
plained of  a  lack  of  uniformity  as 
between  England  and  Scotland  in  the 
collection  of  income  tax.  While  93  per 
cent,  was  collected  in  Scotland  at  28th 
February  only  53  per  cent,  was  col- 
lected in  England,  representing  a  loss  to 
the  revenue  of  £30,000  a  year  in 
interest.  He  thought  they  were  entitled 
to  an  assurance  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that,  until  the  collection  of 
income  tax  in  England  was  brought 
up  to  a  higher  standard,  they  in  Scot- 
land should  have  extended  to  them  the 
same  time  for  payment  as  was  given  in 
England.  He  asked  that  until  a  re- 
arrangement had  been  made  the  two 
countries  should  be  put  in  a  position  of 
perfect  equality.  He  had  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  although  he  had  been 
told  there  was  no  difference  in  actual 
law,  the  collection  was  a  month  or 
six  weeks  earlier  in  Scotland  than  in 
England. 

*  Mr.  EITCHIEsaid  that  as  far  as  he 
was  aware  there  was  no  inequality.  In 
Scotland,  however,  they  were  rather 
more  eager  to  pay  quickly  than  in  Eng- 
land, as  he  should  expect  from  his 
fellow-countrymen,  who  always  liked  to 
discharge  their  debts  as  quickly  as  they 
could. 

*  Mr.  McCRAE  said  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  eagerness,  but  of  compulsion. 

*  Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  as  far  as  the 
law  was  concerned  there  was  no  dif- 
ference between  .the  two  countries.  He 
had  made  inquiry,  and  could  find  no 
reason   why    the    collection   should   be 


earlier  in  Scotland,  unless   it  was  that 
the  collectors  were  more  prompt. 

*Mr.  McCRAE  said  it  was  really  a 
serious  matter,  and  was  exciting  much 
dissatisfaction  in  Scotland. 

♦  Mr.  RITCHIE  pointed  out  that  to 
bring  England  up  to  the  level  of  Scot- 
land would  not  benefit  Scotland.  He 
thought  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
push  the  matter  or  to  adopt  more 
stringent  measures ;  the  tax  was  a  very 
heavy  one,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  give 
another  turn  to  the  screw. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire)  stated  that  the  feeling  «x- 
pressed  by  the  hon.  Member  was  common 
to  all  Scotland  on  both  sides  of  politics, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  the  matter  his  attention. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
asked  whether  the  Chancellor  of  th» 
Exchequer  would  consent  to  report  Pro- 
gress at  this  point.  There  was  on  the 
Paper  a  proposed  new  clause  relating  t» 
the  coal  duty,  and  that  would  involve 
a  good  deal  of  discussion.  But  before 
that  was  reached  he  desired  to  raise  & 
point  with  reference  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
in  connection  with  which  he  believed 
some  of  his  hon.  friends  had  points  they 
wished  to  bring  forward.  He  thoughtr 
therefore,  this  would  be  a  convenient 
stage  to  report  Progress. 
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*  Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  while  he  did 
not  intend  to  take  the  coal  tax  to-night, 
he  thought  the  Committee  ought  to 
finish  the  clauses  in  the  Bill  and  then 
start  the  new  subject  of  the  coal  duty  to- 
morrow. The  question  of  Sinking  Fund 
was  no  doubt  very  important,  but  it  was 
not  a  matter  that  lent  itself  to  prolonged 
discussion. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  in  that  case  he  would  proceed  with 
the  observations  he  desired  to  make. 
The  point  he  desired  to  raise  did  not 
cover  much  ground,  but  the  Committee 
would  see  that  it  w$a  a  vital  matter  in 
reference  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  There  were  a  great  many  of  them 
who  made  out  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  provision  of  £27,000,000 
for  the  fixed  debt  charge  was  short  by 
about  £500,000  of  what  was  necessary 
to  bring  it  up  to  the  old  level.  Besides 
that,  there  was  no  provision  for  the 
reduction  of  the  new  debt,  the  South 
African  war  debt.  That  left  the  fund, 
in  a  sense,  inadequately  provided  for. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  himself  had 
stated — 

"  In  January  next  we  are  to  receive 
£10,000,000  more  oat  of  the  loan  which  has 
been  underwritten  by  the  Transvaal  mine- 
owners,  so  tkat  within  twelve  months  we  shall 
receive  £14,000,000,  and  the  interest  on  that 
£14,000,000  will  be  £400,000,  which  will  be 
added  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  fixed  debt 
charge,  so  that  the  amount  of  the  fixed  debt 
charge  available  for  the  extinction  of  the  debt 
will  be  increased,  by  nearly  £500,000.  ...  In 
another  year  we  shall  get  another  £10,000,000, 
and  the  year  after  that  we  shall  get  a  further 
£10,000,000, 80  that  we  are  going  to  put  on  the 
Sinking  Fund  £1,000,000  odd  in  three  years. 
That  will  go  on  being  added  to  the  Sinking 
Fnnd,  so  that  by  the  time  this  £30,000,000 
Transvaal  Loan  is  paid  we  shall  have  a 
Sinking  Fond  of  cloee  on  £9,000,000  sterling." 

la  short,   the   right    hon.   Gentleman 
admitted   the   insufficiency  of  the  pro- 


vision for  the  Sinking  Fund  as  it  8tood^ 
but  looked  to  the  Transvaal  loan  of 
£30,000,000  to  furnish  in  two  or  three 
>ears  an  adequate  sum  to  make  it  good. 
But  was  it  a  certain  asset  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  calculating  t 
What  security  was  there  that  the  Trans- 
vaal loan,  and  especially  the  second  and 
third  instalments,  would  be  paid?  Was 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  justified  in 
relying  upon  the  certainty  of  the  receipt 
of  that  large  sum  of  money  1  He  noticed 
in  the  report  published  by  a  Johannes- 
burg newspaper  of  the  meeting  at  which 
the  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  loan 
was  arrived  at,  that  Sir  Percy  Fiti- 
Patrick  used  the  following  words — 

' '  Never  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  a 
young  and  struggling  State  taken  on  the 
burden  of  £30,000,000  of  unproductive  debt. 
None  of  ns  here  to-day  know  enongh  to  ex- 
press a  confident  opinion  ;  we  are  a  great  deal 
in  the  dark.  I  believe  in  the  future  of  this 
country,  and  I  believe  that,  given  reasonable 
time,  we  shall  be  able  to  bear  the  burden  of 
t&is  debt ;  but  you  must  realise  that  it  is  an 
experiment,  a  great  experiment.  If  we  face 
this,  and  if  we  brush  on  one  side  those  stipnla- 
tioai  which  would  safeguard  us  in  making 
this  experiment,  if  we  abandon  them  and  leave 
it  entirely  to  the  wisdom  of  the  mother  country 
and  to  her — well  not  magnaminity,  that  is  not 
the  word,  let  us  say  to  her  wisdom  in  the 
highest  sense  of  the  word  to  deeU  gently  with 
us,  should  it  prove  that  our  condition  and  onr 
needs  in  the  future  require  it,  we  may  be 
neglecting  business  precautions,  wenuiy  be  even 
committing  an  act  of  what  is  called  folly  or 
indiscretion,  but  we  are  doing  it  because  it  is 
our  duty  and  would  do  no  less.  We  have 
confidence  in  the  good  sense  and  the  goodwill 
of  the  British  people,  who  having  it  in  their 
power,  if  needs  be,  at  a  future  date  to  lighten 
the  burden,  Mrill  moat  certainly  not  impose 
upon  OS  that  which  we  cannot  bear.  They 
have  in  reserve  the  two  unguaranteed  instal- 
ments amounting  to  ^£20,000,000.  My  convic- 
tion is  that  if  we  cannot  bear  it  when  due 
they  will  defer  it  until  we  can." 

That  was  a  perfectly  natural  position 
for  Sir  Percy  FitzPatrick  and  his- 
friends  to  take  up,  but  it  was  wholly 
subversive  of  the  theory  that  this  loan 
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was  a  fixed  and  certain  income  to  make 
«p  for  any  insufficieocj  there  might  be 
in  the  provision  for  the  Sinking  Fund  % 
He  did  not  know,  nor  was  this  the 
•occasion  on  which  to  inquire,  how,  when, 
or  by  what  authority,  this  loan  was  to 
be  granted,  guaranteed,  and  secured, 
•but  in  order  to  gain  information  on  the 
specific  point  to  which  he  had  referred 
he  moved  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1  of 
Ihe  clause. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"  In  page  3,  line  27,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
(1)."    (Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section 
<1)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  it  was  hardly 
accurate  to  represent  that  no  provision 
had  been  made  in  the  £27,000,000  for 
a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  war  debt.  There 
was  an  immediate  addition  of  £750,000. 
It  was  quite  true  that  in  arguing  that 
£27,000,000  was  sufficient  he  confidently 
expected  that  in  the  next  three  or  four 
years  there  would  be  a  repayment  of 
£30,000,000  from  the  Transvaal.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  what  was 
their  security.  His  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in  his 
statement  on  the  subject  of  the  finances 
of  the  Transvaal,  fully  explained  to  the 
House  how  that  matter  stood.  The 
Transvaal  wa.<»  at  present  a  Crown 
colony,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
that  we  should  take  from  them,  in  the 
oi-dinary  sense  of  the  term,  security  for 
tile  payment  of  debt  which  they  were 
willing  to  incur.  It  was  not  necessary, 
hrcause  the  matter  was  practically  in 
our  own  hands.     But,  of  course,  they 


assumption  that  the  Transvaal  could 
pay  that  money  unless  they  had  had 
some  assurance  from  those  who  were 
interested  which  led  them  to  believe 
that  they  would  receive  the  money. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  had  informed  the 
House  that  the  contribution  was  assented 
to  by  an  assembly  representing  the  various 
interests  of  the  colonies  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  contribution  of  the 
colonies  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  At  the  first  meeting  some  of  the 
representatives  of  labour  dissented,  but 
subsequently,  on  the  proposal  being 
explained  exactly,  the  dissentients  with- 
drew th^r  objection.  Another  meeting 
representing  all  interests,  including 
those  of  labour,  came  unanimously  to 
the  resolution  that  they  would  be 
prepared  to  find  the  £30,000,000,  and 
the  mine  owners  guaranteed  at  least 
the  first  £10,000,000.  Therefore,  so 
far  as  the  first  £10,000,000  were  con- 
cerned, we  were  quite  safe.  If,  there- 
fore, we  only  received  that  £10,000,000, 
and  also  the  amount  of  money  which  we 
should  receive  back  in  repayment  of  the 
loan  from  the  Transvaal,  which  un- 
doubtedly we  should  receive  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year,  we  had  at  once 
an  appreciable  sum  which  would  repre- 
sent an  addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
£400,000  or  £500,000.  The  Government 
were  confident  that  they  would  also  get 
the  remaining  £20,000,000,  and  they 
wore  supported  in  that  belief  by  Lord 
Milner's  review  of  the  prospects  of  the 
finances  of  the  Transvaal  during  the  next 
three  years.  Lord  Milner  had  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  that  money  would 
be  forthcoming,  and  the  progress  which 
had  been  made  since  he  made  that  fore- 


would  not   be  justified  in  making  the  |  cast  justified   the   view   which   he  had 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
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taken.  Therefore,  although  the  Grovem- 
ment  had  no  actual  guarantee  so  far  as 
the  whole  £30,000,000  were  concerned, 
all  the  interests  in  the  colonies  had 
agreed  to  the  proposals  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  for  the  payment  of  that  sum. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  if  they  obtained  that 
£30,000,000,  they  would  have  a  fixed 
charge  containing  within  it  some 
£9,000,000  towards  the  Sinking 
Fund,  or  1*25  per  cent,  of  the  out- 
standing debt,  which  was  a  larger  per- 
centage than  ever  existed  before,  they 
would  not  have  been  justified  in  in- 
creasing the  burden  of  the  people  of  this 
country  in  the  shape  of  taxation. 

Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  it  was  not 
easy  to  discuss  the  matter  at  that  time  of 
night,  but  he  had  no  wish  to  delay  the 
progress  of  the  Bill  He  certainly  should 
be  sorry  to  blame  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment or  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
for  having  settled  with  the  Transvaal  for 
the  contribution  of  £30,000,000  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  He  thought  it 
was  a  good  settlement,  and  it  was  as 
much  as  he  ever  expected  to  get.  He 
thought,  however,  it  would  be  a  bird  in 
the  hand,  and  from  the  Budget  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  it 
was  so  considered  in  their  calculations. 
But  he  was  sorry  to  hear  from  the 
speech  of  his  right  hon.  friend  that  he 
was  a  little  doubtful  about  £20,000,000  of 
the  sum  of  £30,000,000. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  no  doubt  at  all. 

Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  he  wished 
he  was  as  certain  as  his  right  hon. 
friend.  It  was  a  rather  delicate  matter 
to  diaeuas  in  the  House,  and  they  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  throw  any  doubt  on 


the     probability    of     recovering     that 
sum.     But     what    was    the    position  t' 
The  revenues  of  the  Transvaal  depended 
largely  on  the  railway  receipts,  that  was 
admitted,  and  the  railway  receipts  had 
been  very  large  during  recent  months, 
and  were  estimated  by  Lord  Milner  at  a 
very  considerably  increased  sum  for  the 
ensuing  year.    With  his  knowledge  of 
Lord  Milner's  financial  powers  he  would; 
not  wish  to  throw  the  slightest  doubt 
on  the   estimate,  but  it  must  be  remem* 
bered  that  this  was  the  time  when  rail- 
way  receipts    in   the    Tranavtul    must 
necessarily  be  very  large,  for  everything 
was  coming  in  for  restoration   work  in 
the  territory.    But  taking  Lord  Milner'a 
calculations  and  assuming  them   to  be 
perfectly  justified,  there  would  be,  as  hfr 
understood  from  Papws  laid  on  the  Table, 
a  deficit  of  some  £200,000  or  something 
of  the  kind  in  the  third  year,  assuming 
that  the  second  and  third  ten  millions  of 
the  thirty  were  to  be  raised,  and  this  was 
to  be  made  good  by  increased    revenue. 
The  calculations    might  be   right,  but 
there  were  other  factors  in  the  situation. 
We  expected  to  receive  £10,000,000  next 
January,  and  that  might  be  taken   as 
certain,  and  then  again  £10,000,000  in 
January,  1905,  and    £10,000,000  again 
in  January,  1906.     Well,  1906  was  some- 
way off,  and  January,  1906,  a  long  way 
off,  and  the  Transvaal   was  a  country 
that   above   all    others    would   pay   for 
development,   and    there   would   neces- 
sarily   be   a    conflict    to    some    extent 
between  the  funds   required  from  the 
revenue  for  providing  the  second  and 
third  £10,000,000  and  the  sum  required 
for  further  development  required  in  the 
Transvaal     He  suggested  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  make  the  second  and 
third  millions  far  more   secure  if  His 
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Majesty's  Government  would  insist  on 
:a  provision  in  tlie  ordinance  that  certain 
receipts  should  be  ear-marked  to  provide 
the    interest    for    the   £30,000,000;   in 
other     words,    that     the     receipts    not 
from    taxation,     but    from     mines    or 
property    of     that     kind,    should     be 
ear  -  marked    to    provide    the    interest 
■on    the    £30,000,000.       Last    year    it 
occurred  to  the   Government    that    it 
would    be     better    that     there    should 
be  DO  fixed  sum  named  as  the  Trans- 
vaal's contribution  to  the  war  expendi- 
ture, but  that  certain  revenue  of   the 
Transvaal  should  be  set  aside  practically 
indefinitely   in    order   to    provide    that 
contribution.     His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Colonial   Secretary  went  out    to  South 
Africa  with  that  idea,  but  he  found  it 
was  impracticable — and  he  thought  he 
was  absolutely  right — be. -a use  it  placed 
a  burden  of   an  indefinite  amount  on 
the   Transvaal   for  an  indefinite   time, 
and    that    might    check    development 
altogether.     What  he  suggested  was  a 
different   nkatter — namely,  that  in  the 
ordinance  certain  revenues    should    be 
ear-marked  for  providing  the  interest  on 
•the    £30,000,000   and    no    more.      He 
ventured  to  hope  that  his  right   hon. 
friend  and  the  Government  would  give 
the  matter  their  attention,  because  he 
thought  at    present   there    was    some 
slight   danger  of  losing  the  later   con- 
tribution    towards     the     £30,000,000 
which  the  Transvaal  had  agreed  to  as 
a    fair  contribution   from  that    colony 
towards  the  war  expenditure. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.)  said 
that  very  important  considerations  were 
-raised  by  the  facts  which  had  been  placed 
before  the  Committee  by  the  Leader  of 
'the  Opposition  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


and  it  would  greatly  conduce  to  the 
proper  discussion  of  the  matter  if  the 
Government  would  now  consent  to 
report  Progress. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  admitted  that  the 
matter  was  important,  but  it  had  been 
debated  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  the  facts  and  arguments  were 
really  confined  within  very  narrow 
limits.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee would  dispose  of  the  matter  to- 
night. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  contended  that  the 
facts  showed  clearly  the  absence  of 
certainty  with  regard  to  this  one  and 
only  source  of  any  repayment  of  the  war 
debt. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  point  out  that  so  far  as 
the  contribution  towards  the  war  ex- 
penses was  concerned  they  had  the  first 
£10,000,000  assured  while  the  other  two 
sums  of  £10,000,000  each  would  bring 
the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  up  to  a 
figure  it  had  never  before  reached. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out   that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  mixing 
up  two  subjects — the  sufficiency  of  the 
sum  quoted  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
the  adequacy  of  the  means  being  taken 
for  the  early  extinction  of  the  war  debt. 
The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  bringing  forward  his  various  Bills  for 
raising  money,  alwayo  made   a  strong 
point  of  the  fact  that  the  borrowing  for 
the    purposes   of   the    war    should    be 
temporary,  not  permanent,  and  that  the 
first  obligation  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
would  be  to  take  effective  steps  for  the 
early  extinction  of  the  war  debt.     The 
only  two  conditions  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  imposed  upon  himself  or  his 
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successor  were  thatthe  war  should  be  over, 
and  that  he  should  be  able  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  contribution  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Transvaal.  The  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  stated  the 
amount  of  the  Transvaal's  contribution, 
but  the  Committee  had  seen  the  compara- 
tively slight  security  for  the  second  and 
third  instalments.  Even  though  the 
•whole  £30,000,000  were  paid,  it  was  a 
comparatively  small  fraction  of  the  total 
war  debt,  which  amounted  to  £67,000,000 
unfunded  debt,  and  £90,000,000  funded 
debt.  They  had  expected  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
able  to  make  some  clear  and  definite  state- 
ment of  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
in  the  immediate  future  in  regard  to  the 
debt,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
disappointed  them :  he  had  made  no 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  question  upon 
which  his  predecessor  had  laid  so  much 
stress — viz.,  the  necessity  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  of  some  diminution  in 
the  amount  of  the  unfunded  debt. 
£10,000,000  of  Exchequer  bonds  would 
mature  in  about  six  weeks,  and  it  was 


time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  some 
assurance  as  to  what  he  intended  to  do 
with  regard  to  them. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  he  thought  it 
was  not  desirable  to  make  any  definite 
statement  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
£10,000,000  of  Exchequer  bonds,  or 
indeed  the  unfunded  debt  generally,  was 
to  be  dealt  with.  But  he  did  not  regard 
the  amount  of  that  debt  with  satisfaction, 
and  he  intended  to  make  inroads  upon  it 
as  quickly  as  the  resources  at  his  com- 
mand would  permit.  W4th  regard  to 
the  war  debt  generally,  he  anticipated  it 
would  be  extinguished  by  March,  1915, 
the  whole  debt  would  then  be  reduced  to 
a  figure  below  that  at  which  it  stood  in 
March,  1899. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "That  Clause  6  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  154 ; 
Noes,  36.     (Division  List,  No.  ia7.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AUhusen,  Aoe.  Henry  Eden 
Ansoo,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arkwri^t,  John  Stanhope 
Araold-Forfiter,  Hugh  0. 
Airol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rl.  Hun.  John 
Bain,  Colon>-l  James  Robert 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
Balfoar.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {Maneh'r 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.{Chn»teh. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bany,  E.  {Cork,  S.) 
Beach,  Rt.  Hmi.  Sir  M.  Kcka 
Bill,  Charles 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,J.H.M.(/>«MinC;ntt) 
Carron,  Rt.  Hn  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavtlev,  Heniy  Strotber 
Caveiidish,  R.  ¥._IN.  Lanes.) 
Cavendifh.  VOW  (Z>er6y»A.) 
Cecil,  Evelvn  (Aston  Mantr) 
Chamberlain.  Rt.  Hn.  JA(  Wore 
Charrington,  Spencer 
'Clancy,  John  Joseph 
tSire,  Captain  Percy  A 


AYES. 

Coohrane,  Hon.  T.   E.  A  E. 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Coinpton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainhridge 
Cranbome,  Viacount 
Crean,  Engena 
Crossley,  Sir  SavUe 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Heoiy 
Cnllinan,  J. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dilrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Deviin,Chas.RHmsay(6a2ie«(y) 
Dickson,  Charles  Soott 
Digby,  John  E.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Joe.  C. 
DooKan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.   \.  Aken 
Dnminjj-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwm 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Fellowes,  H<m.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
PoTSter,  Henrv  William 
Footer,  P.  S.  (Warwieh,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 


Gordon,  J.  {Londotultrry,  8.) 
Gore,  HnG.  K.  COrm8by-(0a/o^ 
Gray,  EtouA,  {West  Sam) 
Qreene,SirE.W.(Sury  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrtiwtbmry) 
GretUm,  John 
Greville.  Hon.  Remold 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  hd.Q.iMidx 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Fredorick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {Haniey} 
Heath  JamrB(Staffords,N.W 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hobhonse,  RtUnH  [Somrtt  i! 
Hope,  J.  P.   (Sheff.,  BUide) 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Jam«8on,  Major  J.  Enstaca 
Jesael,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Keswick,  William 
L«w,  Andre 'V  Bonar  (Glasyotc) 
Law,  H.  Alei.  [Donegal,  W.) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
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LawsoD,JohnGrant(  Yorks,NB 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhtad) 
Leve8on-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Lonjf,  Et.  Hn.  W.  [Brittol,  S. 
Loyd,  Archie  KirkmBU 
Lncas,  Col.  FranciB  [Lowettoft 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ .  (Portsmouth 
London,   W. 

Macdona,  Jobn  Cumming 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiali 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dum/riessh. 
Mol«airo(rth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montaen,  G.  (Bvntingdon) 
More,  Kobt.  Jasper  {Shropshire 
Morgan,  X).  J.  (Walthanutouj) 
Morrell,  Qeorge  Herbert 
Honiaan,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray.Rt  H  D  A.  Urahaiu(£ute 
Murray  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nannetti,  Joaesh  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Briem,  Patrick  (KtHenm/) 
ODonnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
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Palmer,  Waltsr  (JSalitbury) 
Feroy.  Earl 

Platt-Higffins,  Frederiok 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georre 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pur^^8,  Robert 
Bankin,  Sir  James 
Basoh,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Bedmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Kidley,Hu.  M.  W.  (Stalabridffe) 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
BobertBon,  H.  (Sacbney) 
Rothschild,Hon.  LionelWalter 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Saokville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (LtTieoln) 
Seely ,  Maj.  J.  E.  B.  (IsUo/Wight 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Smith.  Abel  H.  {Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  JaraesParker(ianarA») 
Spear,  John  Ward 


oftheHoiuie.  192 

Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  {8cmeriee\ 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanet.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Austin  (Aa«t  ToxtetK^ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Tnke,  Six  John  Batty 
Talentia,  Viscount 
Wslrond,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wards,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  Qeorgs 
Wslby,  Sir  Chas.  O.  E.  {NoUt) 
Whiteley.  H.(il<A«m-w.-£yne> 
Williams,  Colonel  B.  (Dortet) 
WOloz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  8tHnley(  ForA,  E.R. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellbrs  for  THii  Ates — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Alleo,Charle8l'.  (Glove., Stroud 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barran,  Bowlaod  Hirst 

Black,  Alexander  Williun 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Qeo.  M.  (EdirAurgh) 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Oauston,  Richard  Knigfat 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Dewar,  John  A.(/ni>em«M-»A.) 

Gladstone,  Bt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 


NOES. 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hobhonse,  G.  E.  H.  (Bri»a,  E 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
LaboDobere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
LawBon, Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
LevT,  Maurioe 

M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Norman,  Henry 
Biokett,  J.  Compton 
Boberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Boe.  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  Herbt.  hAOleveland} 
Shaw,  Thomas  {Hauiiek,  B.} 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Mert]^\ 
Thomson,  F.  W.(York,  JV.B.} 
Tonlmin.  George 
Walton,  Joseph  (fiartultjf) 

Tellkbs  foe  the  Noe-s — 
Mr.  M'Kenna  and  Mr. 
Buchanan. 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr.  Jos^h 
Walton.) 

Put  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  day. 


NEfF  BILL. 


ANCIENT  LIGHTS. 
Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  Ease- 
ments of  Light,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Robertson. 


ANCIENT  UGHTS  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Ease- 
ments of  Light,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  ba 
printed.     [Bill  254.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
On  the  Motion  that  the  House  do  now 
adjoum. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  ACLAND  HOOI> 
(Somersetshire,  Wellington)  said  that  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  Committee  stage  of 
the  Finance  Bill  that  day  the  Employment 
of  Children  Bill,  as  amended,  would  be 
considered  as  the  first  order. 


Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    LORDS. 
Tuesday,  23rd  June,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
mt)Dts  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standioe  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with :  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Rail- 
way (Transfer). 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills:  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional 
Order;  Hamilton  Burgh  Provisional 
Order, 


•2  And  also  the  Certificates  that  the 
1  Standing  Orders  appUcableto  the  follow- 
!^  ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with: 
1  Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order; 
^  Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders. 

X     The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
^  TaWe. 


STANDING  ORDEKS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from.  That  the  Standing 
Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of 
the  following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  Bills  sdlowed  to  proceed  : 
Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 
Powers) ;  Wigan  Corporation  Tramways ; 
Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  RaU- 
way ;  Romford  and  District  Tramways ; 
Beokenham  Urban  District  Council. 


'^  That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
^  plied  with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for 
additional  provision  in  the  South- 
western and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction 
R^way  Bill  [h.u]  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  leave  given  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill  to  insert  the  additional  pro- 
vision. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
iJied  with  in  respect  of  the  London, 
Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill 
ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  but 
that  the  Bill  may  be  allowed  to  proceed, 
subject  to  Clauses  8,  10,  and  11  being 
struck  out  of  the  Bill . 
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That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
Bill  allowed  to  proceed,  on  a  proviso 
being  inserted  in  the  Bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  debenture  and  preference 
shareholders,  and  subject  to  the  Bill 
being  submitted  to  the  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and 
Wexford  Railway  Company  now  sum- 
moned to  meet. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  Stroud  and 
District  Tramways  Bill  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill  allowed  to 
'  proceed,  subject  to  the  names  of  James 
i  Grainger  Bellamy  and  Alexander  Siemens 
being  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

Gorleston  and  Southtown  Gas  Bill. 
Reported  without  Amendment. 

Kip's  Patents  Bill  [h.l.],  Bangor  Cor- 
poration Bill  [H.L.],  Fishguard  and  Ross- 
lare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill  Re- 
ported with  Amendments. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
1.)  Bill  [H.L.].  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  with  Amendments,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.].  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  without  Amendment,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

New  Hunstanton  Improvement  BiU. 
The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  BUI 
reported  with  Amendments. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban  District 
CouncU  Bill ;  Stroud  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill ;  Romford  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill;  Grindleford,  Baslow,  and 
Bakewell  Railway  Bill; London,  Tilbury, 
and  Southend  Railway  Bill ;  Wigan  Cor- 
poration Tramways  Bill.  Moved,  That 
the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of 
March     last,    "That   no  Private    Bill 
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brought  from  the  House  o£  Commons 
shall  b«  read  a  second  time  after  the 
18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read 
2» ;  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2»  accordingly. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill.  Read  3», 
with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
fH.L.];    Metropolitan    District   Raflway 

e Various  Powers)  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban 
istrict  Council  Bill ;  Stroud  and  District 
Tmmways  Bill ;  Romford  and  District 
Tramways  Bill ;  London,  Tilbury,  and 
Southend  Railway  Bill.  Committeid :  The 
Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 

Wigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ; 
Grindleford  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Rail- 
way Bill.    Committed. 

Bradford  Corporation   Bill  [h.l.].   Re- 
ported from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
'  Amendments. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (Na  18)  BUL  Brought 
from  the  Commons. 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill; 
Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board  Bill.  Brought  from 
the  Commons,  read  1* ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 

Harrow  and  Stanmore  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Wirral  Railway  Bill  [H.L.].  Returned 
from  the  Commons  amended. 

Public  Accounts — Message  from  the 
Commons  for  leave  for  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  to  attend  to  be  examined  as 
a  witness  before  the  Select  Committee  of 
that  House.  Leave  given  accordingly, 
and  a  Message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
(No.   127.)    A  Bill  to  confirm   a   Pro- 


visional Order  under  the  Private  Legis- 
lation Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Glasgow  Corporation  (Police). 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Pro- 
visiontJ  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [rl.]. 
(No.  128.)  A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order    under    the   Private   Legislation 

Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways. 

Were  presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour, 
read  1*  ;  and  to  be  printed. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill ; 
Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill ;  Leigh 
Corporation  Bill;  Wellingborough  and 
District  Tram  roads  Bill ;  Midland  and 
Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways 
Bill;  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway 
Bill ;  Middlesbrough  Corporation  Bill ; 
Mullingar,  Eells,  and  Drogheda  Railway 
Bill ;  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  RuU 
way  Bill ;  London  County  Council 
(Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to 
the  House  to  form  the  Select  C!ommittee 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills ;: 
(viz.),  E.  Mayo,  L.  Braye,  L.  Strathspey 
(E.  Seajield),  L.  Herries  (chairman),  L. 
St.  Oswald ;  agreed  to ;  and  the  said 
Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Com- 
mittee to  meet  on  Tuesday  next  at 
Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  Petitions  referred 
to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the 
petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as 
desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
14)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (No.  16)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill. 
Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (Gas)  Bill ;  Naval  Works  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill.  Read  3*  (according 
to  Order),  and  passed. 
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Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1  Hednesford  ;   Cardiff  (5) ;    Cariabrooke  ; 
2)  Bill    [a.L.].     AmendraentB    reported    Carlisle (4);  Carlton;  Carmarthen;  Cars 


(according    to    order),   and  Bill  to   be 
read  3»  on  Thursday  next. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill  (No.  130) ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Order  (No.  18)  Bill 
No.  131).  Read  1»;  to  be  printed; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiner.^. 


PETITIONS. 


ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petitions   in    favour  of :   of    Abbot's 
Salford,    Evesham ;    Aberavon ;    Aber- 
t  i  1 1  e  r  y ;     Aberystwyth  ;     Abingdon  ; 
Acton      Burnell ;     Aiskew ;     Alcester ; 
Allerton  Park  and  District ;   Alnwick ; 
Alston   and   District ;     Alton ;     Altrin- 
cham;  Amberley;  Amble  (Northumber- 
land) :     Ambleside ;    Anderton ;     Ang- 
mering  and  Cross  Bush;    Annitsford; 
Ascot;    Ashbourne;    Ashford    (Kent); 
Ash  ford     (Middlesex):      Ashington ; 
.^shton-under-Lyne  ;    Atherton  ;    Avon 
Dasset ;     Backworth ;      Bacup ;     Bake- 
»ell   and  Hassop;    Banbury;    Bangor; 
Barking     (2) ;      Barmouth ;     Barnard 
Castle ;    Bamet ;     Barrasfoni ;    Bartes- 
tree  and  District ;    Barton-on-Humber ; 
Barton-on-Irwell ;     Basingstoke ;     Bath 
(2) ;     Battle  ;    Beckenham  ;      Bedford ; 
Beeston  ;     Begbroke  ;    Bentham  ;    Ber- 
wick-on-Tweed  (2) ;     Bexhill  -  on  -  Sea  j 
Biddlestone ;    Bilston ;    Birchley ;    Birk- 
dale    (2);     Birkenhead   (4);    Birming- 
ham (8) ;   Birtley ;    Bishop   Auckland ; 
Bishops  Stortford  (2) ;  Bishop  Thornton 
and  IMstrict ;    Blackbrook ;    Blackburn 
(2);     Blackmore     Park;       Blackpool; 
Buenau       Festiniog ;      Blundellsands ; 
Blyth ;     Bognor ;     Bollington  ;    Bolton 
(4);     Bolton -le- Sands;      Bootle     (2); 
Boscombe;      Bournemouth;     Brad- 
ford   (4);     Braintree ;   Brentford    (2); 
Brentwood    (2) ;    Brewood  ;     Bridgend ; 
Bridgnorth  ;  Bridgwater ;  Brierley  Hill ; 
Brighouse  ;  Brighton  (3);  Brindle;  Bristol 
(3);  Broadway;  Bromley  (Kent);  Brooms; 
Brough  Hall ;    Broughton  ;     Broxwood ; 
Brynmawr;  Buckland;  Buckley;  Burgess 
Hill;  Bumham;  Burscough  and  Lathom  ; 
Burslem  ;    Burtonon-Trent ;    Bury   (2) ; 
Bury  St.  Edmunds;  Buxton ;  Byer  Moor; 
Cambridge;     Gampden;    Cannock    and 


halton ;  Castleford ;  Castleton  ;  Catforth ; 

Chatham  ;      Chelmsford  ;        Chepstow  ; 

Chester   (2^ ;     Chesterfield  ;     Chester-le- 

Street ;  Chichester  ;   Chigwell ;  Chippen- 
ham ;     Chipping ;    Chipping     Sodbury ; 

Chislehurst ;   Chorley  (3) ;    Cirencester ; 

Claughton-on-Brock ;     Clayton     Green ; 

Cleator ;   Clevedon  ;    Clifford  ;    Clifton  ; 

Cockermouth  ;  Coedangred ;  Colchester ; 

Coleshill ;   Colne ;  Colwich  ;   Congleton  ; 

Corby ;  Comforth  and  District ;  Cottam ; 

Coughton ;     Courtfield  ;     Coventrj'   (2) ; 

Crawley ;     Crayford ;     Crewe ;     Croft ; 

Crook ;     Croydon ;      Dalton-in-Fumess ; 

Darlington;  Dartford;  Deal  (2) ;  Denabj 

Main ;    Denbigh ;    Derby  (2) ;   Derwent 

and     District ;       Devizes ;     Dewsbury  ; 

Ditton    Hall ;      Doncaster ;      Dorking ; 

Dover;  Downall   Green;  Downsine  (2); 

Dudley ;     Dukinfield ;      Dunmow     (2) ; 

Durham  ;   Eastbourne ;  East  Grinstead ; 
East   Harptree;    East    Hendred;   East- 
leigb ;  Eastwood  ;  Eccles ;  Egton  Bridge ; 
EUingham;  Eltham!;  Enfield  (2);  Epsom; 
Erdington ;  Errwood  and  Whaleybridge ; " 
Esh ;    Esh  Laude ;    Euxton  ;    Eveslumi ; 
Exton  and  Oakham ;  Fairfield  ;  Fairford  ; 
Fareham ;  Farnborough ;  Famham ;  Fam- 
worth  ;  Favershani ;  Felton ;  Femyhalgh ; 
Flint ;  Florence  (British  subjects) ;  Folke- 
stone ;    Foixlingbridge ;    Formby  ;    Fox- 
cote;  Frizington;  Frome;Gainfora;  Gains- 
borough;   Garstang;       Garston;  Gates- 
head ;       Gillmoss ;  Glastonbury ;   Good- 
wick  ;   Goole ;    Gosforth ;    Grange-over- 
Sands ;  Grangetown ;  Grantham ;  Gras- 
sendale ;  Gravesend  ;  Grayshott ;  Great 
Crosby;    Great  Eccleston;   Great  Hay- 
wood ;      Guildford    and     Godalming  ; 
Hainton ;     Halifax    (2) ;     Haltwhistle ; 
Hampton    Wick   and    Teddington   (2); 
Hanley  ;       Harrington ;       Harrogate  ; 
Harrow-on-the-Hill     (2)  ;     Hartlepool  ; 
Hastings     and    Rye    (2)  ;     Haunton  ; 
Haverfordwest;   Haydon  Bridge;    Hay- 
ward's  Heath ;    Heaton  Norris ;  Hems- 
worth  ;     Hereford  ;    Heron's    Ghyll  ; 
Hethe ;  Hexham ;  Hillingdon  ;  Hinckley 
(2) ;    Hindley  ;     Hoddeston ;    Holyhead 
and  Beaumaris ;  Holywell  (2) ;  Hornby ; 
Haorsham;  Horwich;  Houghton-le-Spring 
Hove;  Huddersfield;  Hulme;  Husbands 
Bosworth ;    Huyton ;    Hythe ;     Ilford  ; 
Ilkley  ;  Lagatestone ;  Ipswich  and  Wood- 
bridge  ;  Isleworth  (4) ;  Keighley ;  Kelve- 
don ;  Kemerton ;  Kenilworth ;  Kendal ; 
Kew ;    Kidderminster ;    Kidsgrove   and 
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Alsager ;    Ringston-on-Thames ;    Kings- 
wood  ;  Knaresborough ;   Knolton  Hall; 
Overton  ;    K  nuts  ford ;     Lancaster   (2)  ; 
Latchford ;    Lea ;    Leamington ;    Leeds 
(5) ;    Leek ;    Leicester  (2) ;  Leigh  (2) ; 
Leominster ;   Leyland ;    Lichfield ;    Lin- 
coln ;    Liscard ;    Ijittleborough ;    Little- 
hampton ;  Liverpool (15) ;  London  (101); 
Longhorsley  ;     Longridge  ;    Longton  ; 
Loughborough (2);  Louth;  Lowerhouse; 
Ludlow;  Lutterworth;  Lymington;  Mag- 
hull;  Maidstone;  Maldon;  Malmesbury; 
Malvern,    Little  ;      Manchester    (12)  ; 
Mansfield;  Mark  Cross;  Market  Dray- 
ton;    Market    Harborough;      Market 
Rasen ;    Maryport ;    Matlock    Bridge  ; 
Mawdesley  and  District ;  Mawley ;  May- 
field;  Melton  Mowbray ;  Middlesborough; 
Midhurst ;     Milford     Haven ;     Millom ; 
Minehead ;     Minsteracres ;     Minster-in 
Thanet ;  Mold ;  Monmouth ;  Morecambe ; 
Morley  ;      Morpeth ;      Mountain    Ash ; 
Nantwich ;    Neath  ;    Neston,  Cheshire ; 
Netherton ;    Newark ;   New    Brighton ; 
New  Brompton ;  Newcastle  on-Tyne  (8) ; 
New  Ferry;   Newhall  (near  Burton-on- 
Trent) ;  Newhaven  ;    Newhouse ;    New 
Mills ;    Newnham    Paddox ;    Newport, 
Mon. ;  Newport,  Salop ;  Newport,  lue  of 
Wight ;  Newsham  ;  Newton-le- Willows ; 
New    Tunstall ;     Normanton ;    North- 
ampton ;   Northfleet ;    North    Shields ; 
Northwich ;     Norwich ;     Nottingham  ; 
Nuneaton ;  Oakamoor ;  Oldcotes ;  Olto'n ; 
Ongar;  Ormskirk;  Orpington;  Orrell; 
Oscott;  Osgodby;  Oswestry;  Oxford  (2); 
Pantasaph ;     Parkminster  ;    Pembroke 
Dock     and    New    Milford ;    Penarth ; 
Penrith ;  Peterborough ;  Petworth  (3) ; 
Plowden ;  Pontefract ;  Port  Clarence-on- 
Tees  ;    Portsmouth  ;    Poulton-le-Fylde ; 
Preston  (5);     Prescot;    Prestayn   and 
lilanasa ;    Prudhoe-onTyne ;    Radford ; 
Rainford ;  Ramsey ;  Ramsgate  (3) ;  Read, 
ing;    Redditch  ;  Redhill  (2);  Rhyl  (2)  ; 
Rhymney ;    Richmond,      Surrey     (2) ; 
Rixton ;  Rochdale ;  Rock  Ferry ;  Ross ; 
Rudding  Park ;  Rugeley  (2) ;  Runcorn ; 
Ryhope  (2);  Sacriston;  St.   Anne's-on- 
the-Sea;  St.  Asaph  (2) ;  St.  Helens  (6) ; 
St.  Helier  (3) ;  St.  Lawrence-on-Sea ;  St. 
Leonards-on-Sea     (3) ;    Sale ;    Salford  ; 
Salisbury  ;  Scarborough ;    Scarisbrick ; 
Scarthingwell    and   District ;    Scorton ; 
Seacombe ;  Seaford ;  Seaforth ;  Sedgley ; 
Selby ;  Settle  ;  Sevenoaks ;  Sheffield  (4) ; 
Shifnsl;    Shoeburyness ;    Shrewsbury; 
■Sidcup ;    Sittingbourne  ;   Skelmersdale ; 


Slindon  ;  Smethwick ;  Souldern ;  South- 
ampton(2) ;  Southend-on-Sea  (3) ;  South- 
port;  Spalding;  Spetchley;  Spilsby  ; 
I  Stafford  (2)  ;  Stains ;  Stalybridge  ; 
Stamford  ;  Stanbrook  ;  Standisli  ; 
I  Stanley  and  District ;  Stock  ;  Stockton- 
I  on-Tees  ;  Stoke-on-Trent  ;  Stone  ; 
I  Stonor ;  Stonyhurst  (2) ;  Storrington  ; 
'  Stourbridge  ;  Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  ; 
Stroud;  Studley;  Slurry  and  Distriitt; 
Sunbury-on-Thames ;  Sunderland  (3) ; 
Surbiton;  Sutton,  Surrey;  Sutton  Cold- 
field  ;  Sutton  Park ;  Swansea  {'!) ; 
Swindon ;  Swynnerton ;  Tadcastcr  ; 
Taunton  (3);  Tenby;  Thornley ; 
Thornton ;  Thumham ;  Tichbome ; 
Trimdon;  Trowbridge;  Tudhoe;  Turton; 
Tynemouth ;  Uckfield ;  Ugthorpe ;  Ulvcr- 
ston ;  Upton  Hall ;  Upton-on-Sevem ; 
Ushaw;  Usk;  Uttoxeter;  Uxbridgo; 
Ventor  (2);  Wadhurst;  Walmer  (2); 
Walsall;  Waltham  Cross;  Walton- 
le-Dale;  Wardour  and  Tisbury;  War- 
rington (3) ;  Warwick ;  Warwick  Bridge; 
Waterloo  ;  Waterlooville ;  Wealdstone  ; 
Wellingborough ;  Wellingore  ;  Welling- 
ton ;  Wells  ;  Wesham  ;  Westby ;  West 
Drayton;  West  Hartlepool  (2);  West> 
houghton ;  West  Kirby  ;  Weybridge  (3) ; 
Whitchurch ;  Whitewell  and  Dunsop 
Bridge ;  Whittingham ;  Widnes  (3) ; 
Wigan  (2);  Wigton ;  Willi ngton ; 
Willows  ;  Wilmslow  ;  Wimbledon  (2)  j 
Wincanton ;  Windermere ;  Windsor  ; 
Withnell  and  District ;  Wolsingham  ; 
Wolverhampton ;  Wonersh ;  Wood- 
chester;  Woodford  ;  Woodlane;  Wooler; 
Woolhampton ;  Woolmer  ;  Woolston  ; 
Woolston,  Hants ;  Worcester ;  Working- 
ton ;  Worthing  (3) ;  Wrightington ; 
Yarmouth,  Great ;  Yealand ;  Yeovil  ; 
and  York  (2).  R^td,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

DIVORCE  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Petitions  in   favour  of :   of   persons 
signing;   read,  and  ordered    to   He   on 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EDUCATION. 
Statement  of  schemes  for  the  formation 
of  Education  Committees  approved  during 
the  month  of  May,  1903,  by  the  Board  of 
Education  under  Section  17  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  of  1902  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Papers,  Command  Nos.  1564  and 
1613  of  Session    1903),  showing — name 
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of  local  authority  ;  number  of  the  council ; 
number  of  members  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee; number  of  members  of  the 
Education  Committee  who  are  necessarily 
members  of  the  council ;  number  of 
women  who  are  necessarily  on  the  Educa- 
tion Committee;  forms  of  educational 
experience  to  be  represented  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  recommendations  or  nominations 
(if  any). 

TRADE  REPORTS. 
Annual  Series — 

No.  3006.  China  (Wuchow). 
No.  3007.  Paraguay  (Paraguay). 
No.  3008.  Spain  (Malaga). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBUC  RECORDS, 
Additional    rule    for    the    disposal  of 
certain  documents. 

FINANCE  ACCOUNTS. 
Finance  accounts  of  the  United  King- 
dom,   for    the  year  ended  3l8t   March, 
1903. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
MIDDLESEX). 

Order  made  by  the  County  Council  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  altering  certain 
polling  districts  in  the  Homsey  Parlia- 
mentary Division. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  SOVEREIGN 
AGAINST  TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

Petition  for  abrogation  of  :  of  Roman 
Catholics  in  Preston,  Lancashire;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF   MALTA. 

Thb  Marquess  of  RIPON:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Qovemment  a  Question  of  which  I  have 
given  private  notice — whether  it  is  true 
that  letters  patent  have  been  issued 
making  important  modifications  in  the 
Constitution  of  Malta,  and,  if  so,  whether 
correspondence  on  that  subject  will  be 
laid  before  Parliament  without  un- 
necessary delay. 

The  Lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
The  reply  to  the  Question  of  the  noble 


Marquess  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Papers  on  the  subject  will  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  in  a  very  few  days. 

DIVORCE  BILL  [H.U]. 

[Sbcond  Rkadimo.] 

Order    of    the  Day  for   the    Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Earl  RUSSELL :  My  Lords,  when  I 
last  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your 
Lordships'  House  a  Bill  containing 
somewhat  similar  provisions  to  the  Bill 
which  is  now  before  you,  I  commended  it 
to  your  attention  in  a  speech  which  I 
endeavoured  to  make  reasonable, 
temperate,  logical,  and  respectful  to  this 
House.  Some  comments  which  reached 
me  after  that  occasion  might  have  led  me 
to  suppose  that  I  had  succeeded  in  that 
endeavour  were  it  not  for  the  remark- 
able observations  which  fell  on  that 
occasion  from  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
on  the  Woolsack.  The  usual  Motion 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months  appeared  upon  the  Order 
Paprtr,  fathered,  as,  might  have  been 
expected,  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
represents  the  High  Church  Party  in  the 
Protestant  Church,  and  who  endorses  the 
sacramental  view  of  marriage.  But  that 
noble  Lord  and  his  Amendment  were 
contemptuously  brushed  aside  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  who,  in  a  state  of 
apparent  fury,  fell  upon  the  remarks  I 
had  ventured  to  make  to  the  House  and  ' 
declared  more  than  once  that  both  my 
Bill  and  the  observations  with  which  ( 
had  endeavoured  to  support  it  were  an 
insult  to  your  Lordships.  He  then 
proceeded,  with  the  courage  of  a  large 
majority  behind  him,  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  rejected,  a  Motion  which,  so  far 
as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  has  been 
unknown  in  the  recent  history  of  thi* 
House.  But  that  is  not  perhaps  to  be 
wondered  at  from  a  member  of  a 
Government  which  hais  revived  several 
archaic  and  rusty  weapons  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Everyone  in  this  House 
must  recognise  the  conspicuous  talent 
and  ability  which  has  raised  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  to  the  high  position  he 
to-day  occupies,  but  many,  especially  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  also  regret  that 
he  should  not  yet  have  acquired  th.it 
courtesy  in  debate  which  we  are  wont 
to  expect  from  other  noble  Lords  more 
imbu»j  with  thetraditioniof  this  assembly. 
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It  has  not  hitherto  been  held  to  be  an 
insult  to  the  House  to  propose  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  and  to  support  by 
arguments,  a  measure  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  law  where  such  may  seem 
desirable.  '  But  I  must  not  for  a  moment 
appear  to  wish  to  alienate  the  sympathies 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the 
"Woolsack  on  this  occasion,  for  I  hope  I 
may  claim  him  with  some  confidence  as  a 
supporter.  In  that  very  small  fraction  of 
his  observations  which  dealt  with  the 
merits  of  my  proposals,  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  called  attention  to  a  clause 
in  my  Bill  permitting  a  divorce  after  one 
year's  separation  on  the  joint  petition  of 
the  parties.  That  clause  is  not  in  the 
Bill  now  before  your  Lordships,  and  as 
it  was  the  only  one  to  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  specifically  objected  I 
hope  that  to-day  I  shall  not  be  mistaken 
in  looking  for  his  support. 

If  your  Lordships  will  refer  to  the 
Bill  you  will  see  that  by  the  first  section 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  causes  for 
which  a  marriage  may  be  dissolved. 
The  present  ground  of  adultery  remains, 
with  the  extension  of  that  remedy  to  a 
wife  who  has  been  wronged  as  well  as  to 
a  husband  who  has  been  wronged.  In 
addition  to  that  it  is  provided  that 
•cruelty,  which  is  now  a  ground  for 
separation,  shall  be  a  ground  for  a 
divorce  a  vinculo.  The  third,  and  to 
my  mind  the  most  important  provision  of 
all,  is  that  either  party  to  a  marriage  may 
present  a  petition  for  dissolution  of  the 
marriage  on  the  ground  that  during  the 
three  years  preceding  the  presentation  of 
the  petition  the  parties  to  the  marriage 
have  lived  apart,  and  that  throughout 
that  period  either  of  the  parties  did  not 
intend  to  resume  cohabitation.  The 
effect  of  that  clause  is  that  when  two 
married  persons  have  lived  apart  for  three 
years,  and  during  the  whole  of  that 
period  one  at  least  of  them  has  never 
intended  tolive  as  the  husband  or  wifeof  the 
other  party,  then  the  CJourt  shall  be  em- 
powered to  grant  a  divorce.  In  support 
of  that  proposal  I  quoted  to  your  Lord- 
ships last  year  a  large  number  of  author- 
ities with  which  I  do  not  propose  to 
trouble  you  in  detail  on  this  occasion. 
But,  among  others,  I  would  remind  your 
Lordships  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. Mr.  Gbdstone,  who  was  opposed 
to  divorce  altogether,  nevertheless  said 
that  if  adultery  was  a  cause  for  divorce 
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there  were  other  causes  equally  entitled 
to  give  relief  at  law  to  the  husband  or  the 
wife  who  suffered  from  them,  and  he 
specifically  mentioned  desertion  and 
cruelty.  I  also  called  your  Lordships 
attention  last  year  to  the  fact  that 
the  Reformaiio  Bcclesiasticarum  Legwm—a, 
document  prepared  by  divines  and 
lawyers  of  the  highest  authority  at  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  also  proposed  to 
grant  a  divorce  for  desertion.  That 
document  was  drawn  up  by  the  authority 
of  the  Church  and  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  the  Church,  and 
nothing  but  the  untimely  death  of  the 
Sovereign  prevented  it  becoming  law  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  But  the  Church 
has  now  departed  from  that  attitude. 
Since  I  last  referred  your  Lordships  to 
that  document  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  actual  words  in  detail, 
and  I  find  them  even  stronger  than  I 
supposed,  for  an  article  of  Archbishop 
Cranmer  most  expressly  says  that,  where 
a  spouse  has  been  deserted  by  the  other 
spouse,  it  is  just  that  the  tribunal  should 
grant  a  divorce  with  liberty  to  proceed  to  n 
fresh  marriage.  He  also  grants  the  same 
remedy  for  offences  which  he  calls  mortal 
enmities,  meaning,  apparently,  the  attempt 
of  one  spouse  on  the  life  of  another.  The 
same  remedy  of  divorce  is  granted  in 
the  case  of  extreme  cruelty,  and  at  the 
end  there  appears  a  very  significant  pro- 
hibition. He  there  lays  down  that 
judicial  separation  should  be  altogether 
abolished,  because  judicial  separation  has 
brought  into  marriage  many  evils  in  its 
train — the  very  argument  I  ventured  to 
urge  last  year  in  support  of  these  pro- 
posals. It  is  clear  that  at  that  time  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Church,  assisted  by  eminent  lawyers, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  adultery 
alone  should  not  be  retained  upon  the 
Statute-book  as  the  only  cause  for  divorce 
and  that  other  causes  which  made  married 
life  impossible  should  also  be  included. 

The  effect  of  the  third  proposal  under 
the  first  section  is  simply  to  ask  that  the 
law  should  recognise  a  state  of  things 
which  in  fact  exists.  The  two  parties  to 
the  marriage  must  have,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  divorced  themselves  before 
ihe  law  is  put  in  operation ;  they  must 
have  lived  apart  for  three  years  without 
the  intention  of  living  together  again. 
During  that  period  they  will  have  had 
ample  opportunity    for  changing    their 
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minds  and  for  reconciliation,  and  it  must 
be  assumed  that  il  at  the  end  of  that 
period  they  proceed  to  address  to  the 
Court  a  petition  for  relief  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  to 
live  together.  Last  year  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  described 
the  Bill  as  one  to  abolish  marriage.  I 
hear  a  noble  Lord  beside  me  say,  "  Hear, 
hear."  The  marriage  which  it  proposes 
to  abolish  is  a  marriage  which  has 
already  ceased  to  have  any  element 
of  marriage  —  it  is  a  marriage  in 
which  the  spouses  have  already  ceased 
to  have  the  mutual  comfort  and  assistance 
one  from  the  other.  If  that  is  the  ideal 
of  Christian  marriage  that  commends 
itself  to  this  House,  then  I  do  propose  by 
this  Bill  to  abolish  marriage.  But  that 
is  not  the  sort  of  marriage  which  any 
legislature  or  Church  has  ever  contem- 
plated— it  is  a  marriage  which  has  ceased 
to  be  a  marriage  in  everything  but  the 
legal  tie.  It  can  no  longer  have  the 
sanction  of  the  Church,  for  the  Church 
has  contemplated  that  the  parties  should 
live  together  and  support  each  other.  It 
is  a  state  of  things,  a  separation  of  two 
married  people,  which  is  immediately 
productive  of  immorality  and  social  harm, 
and  if  that  is  what  is  meant  by  noble 
Lords  who  speak  of  the  Christian  institu- 
tion of  marriage,  it  may,  I  think,  very 
well  be  abolished,  for  the  only  thing 
left  is  merely  a  legal  tie  unitmg  two 
persons,  and  preventing  them  from  ever 
contracting  a  respectable  and  legal  tie 
with  any  other  persons  of  the  opposite 
sex.  Therefore,  in  Clause  7  it  is  pro- 
posed that  after  the  commencement  of 
this  Act  no  petition  shall  be  presented 
for  judicial  separation  or  for  restitution 
•of  conjugal  rights. 

As  I  ventured  to  point  out  last  year  the 
Attempts  at  restituticn  of  conjugal  rights 
have  a  contrary  effect.  The  pretence  is 
to  restore  the  deserting  spouse  to  the 
arms  and  to  the  home  of  the  other  spouse, 
but  it  is  well  known  that  the  effect  6f 
that  action  is  not  to  arrive  at  that  happy 
result  It  does  not,  in  fact,  restore  tne 
two  spouses  to  a  united  home.  It  is 
nowadays  used  in  order  that  it  may 
proceed  to  a  judicial  separation  being 
established  on  the  ground  of  desertion. 
It  therefore  has  no  longer  the  effect 
which  the  Church  that  instituted  restitu- 
tion intended  it  to  have.  The  Church 
int«nded  that  this  should  be  a  spiritual 


admonition  to  two  persons  to  carry  out 
their  marriage  vows.  The  idea  of  forcing 
a  man  and  woman  to  whom  union  is 
repugnant  to  live  together  is  abhorrent, 
and,  though  the  action  in  form  proceeds, 
the  provisions  of  the  Welldon  Act  have 
made  it  inoperative.  I  may  say  that  the 
other  principle  in  connection  with  the 
dissolution  of  marriages,  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  estabush  by  this  Bill  is 
the  principle  of  equality  of  the  sexes — a 
principle  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  seldom 
commends  itself  to  an  assembly  of  male 
legislators,  and  the  non-recognition  of 
which  was  the  subject  of  some  very 
scathing  observations  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  the  Lower  House.  Women  protest, 
not  often  vocally,  but  they  protest  and 
suffer  constantly  from  the  injustice  of 
the  present  law,  which  denies  to  them 
the  remedy  for  the  same  offence  for 
which  it  grants  it  to  the  husband,  and 
many  women  are  unable  to  obtain  tl^e 
relief  to  which  they  are  entitled,  the 
protection  and  the  freedom  they  desire, 
on  account  of  the  inequalities  of  the 
present  law.  I  have  therefore  ventured 
to  propose  in  this  Bill  that  the  same 
remedies  shall  be  given  to  both  sexes, 
and  that  they  shall  be  put  upon  an 
equality  before  the  law  in  this  matter. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  the  effect 
of  loosening  the  marriage  ties  will  be  to 
cause  a  large  number  en  people  to  rush 
to  the  Divorce  Court  and  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  facilities  offered,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  they  will  have 
to  be  people  who  are  already  divorced 
in  fact,  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
other  persons,  who  are  not  divorced  in 
fact,  will  qualify  for  the  remedies  offered 
to  them  in  consequence  of  the  Hll 
becoming  law.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  majority  of  married 
couples  in  this  country  are  held  together 
merely  by  legal  sanction  or  even  by 
ecclesiastical  sanction.  I  hope,  and  I 
trust  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  the  vast 
majority  of  married  couples  in  this 
country  are  held  together  by  mutual 
affection,  and  have  no  desire  to  part,  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  that 
affection  and  mutual  devotion  will   be 


interfered     with     by     any 
measures     whatever.       Legislation     is 
passed  for  the  cases  which  it  affects 
There   are   upon   the   Statute  -  book  a 
large  number  of  criminal  statutes  dealing 
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with  forgery,  burglary,  theft,  and  so 
on;  but  it  is  never  suggested  that 
the  effect  of  those  statutes  is  to  make 
people  forgers  and  burglars,  or  that 
they  affect  in  any  way  persons  who 
have  no  tendency  in  that  direction.  In 
the  same  way,  I  submit  that  the  altera- 
tion of  the  law  of  divorce  wiU  in  no  way 
affect  any  except  those  who  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  anxious  to 
avail  themselves  of  these  remedies. 

The  Bill  deals  with  the  question  of 
County  Court  jurisdiction,  which  I  in- 
troduced to  your  Lordships'  notice  last 
year,  and  provides  that  where  the  total 
joint  annual  income  of  the  parties  does 
not  exceed  £500,  they  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  relief  from  the  local  County 
Court.  That  is  a  provision  which  I 
should  have  thought  would  have  com- 
mended itself  to  everyone  who  wished 
the  law  to  be  equal  for  the  rich  and  for 
the  poor..  At  present  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  divorce  is  centralised  in  a  Court 
in  London,  and  all  persons  living  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  have  to  come 
themselves,  and  to  bring  their  witnesses 
to  this  central  Court  in  London  in  order 
that  their  case  may  be  heard.  The 
effect  of  that  is  to  deprive  by  far  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  community  of 
any  remedy  at  all.  If  there  is  a  legal 
remedy  to  which  persons  are  entitled, 
surely  they  should  not  be  deprived  of 
its  exercise  merely  because  they  cannot 
afford  to  come  to  London  to  prosecute 
their  suit.  This  inequality  was  pointed 
out  when  the  Act  of  1857  was 
passed  through  Parliament,  and  among 
others  who  called  attention  to  it  was  a 
then  occupant  of  the  Episcopal  Bench, 
who  said  that  the  measure  failed  signally 
to  fulfil  the  avowed  intention  for  which 
it  was  introduced — -namely,  of  making 
a  legal  remedy  available  to  all.  That 
this  provision  does  work  injustice  must 
be  known  to  everyone.  It  is  uni- 
versally known  to  solicitors,  and  those 
who  have  to  do  with  the  getting  up  of 
cases.  It  should  be  known  to  right 
rev.  Prelates,  who  must  be  cognisant 
of  cases  where,  even  under  the  present 
law,  persons  entitled  to  divorce  are 
unable  to  obtain  it  on  account  of  the 
expense.  A  very  striking  instance  has 
come  under  my  own  observation,  in 
which  an  unfortunate  woman  has  been 
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deserted  for  nine  years  by  her  husband. 
There  is  no  question  that  her  husband 
has  committed  adultery,  and  the  facts 
are  easily  susceptible  of  proof,  but  the 
deserted  woman  has  no  money  with 
which  to  prosecute  her  case  ;  and  even 
if  she  were  to  proceed  in  forma  pauperis, 
the  expenditure  which  would  be  neces- 
sary puts  it  absolutely  out  of  the 
question,  either  for  the  woman  herself 
or  any  of  her  immediate  friends  to  find 
the  money  to  remedy  the  injustice  from 
which  she  is  suffering.  It  is  admitted 
that  even  under  the  present  law  she  is 
entitled  to  a  divorce,  but  simply  for 
want  of  money  she  cannot  obtain  that 
divorce  from  her  husband  who  deserted 
her  nine  years  ago.  If  she  were  able  tO' 
go  to  the  local  County  Court,  within  a 
few  miles  of  where  she  is,  she  would  be 
able  then  to  conduct  her  case  with  the 
minimum  of  expenditure,  and  where 
she  would  now  have  to  pay  pounds  she 
would  then  only  have  to  pay  shillings. 

I  can  quite  understand  that  those 
who  are  opposed  on  principle  and 
altogether  to  any  relaxation  whatever 
of  the  divorce  laws,  and  to  any  extension 
of  the  remedies,  may  think  it  a  good 
thing  that  even  the  remedies  which  the 
law  now  provides  should  be  denied  to 
the  poor,  but  I  am  surprised  that 
those  who  profess  to  desire  equality 
in  legislation  should  support  a  state 
of  things  by  which  the  whole  busi 
ness  is  centralised  in  London.  That 
is  not  the  case  with  other  legal 
business,  and  until  the  Act  of  1857 
such  matrimonial  legislation  as  existed 
could  be  and  was  conducted  in  the  local 
Bishops'  Courts  of  the  dioceses.  But 
that  Act  abolished  the  whole  of  the 
local  courts  and  centralised  the  pro- 
cedure in  London,  thereby  putting  it 
out  of  the  reach  of  persons  of  very  poor 
means.  The  present  law  as  to  decrees 
of  nullity  of  marriage  is  not  touched  by 
the  Bill  now  before  your  Lordships. 
Clause  5  provides  that  they  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  on  the  same 
principles  as  now  exist.  There  are  some 
alterations  in  procedure  which,  however, 
are  matters  of  detail  with  which  your 
Lordships  should  not  be  troubled  at  this 
stage.  The  Bill  proposes  to  re-enact  the 
present  provision  as  to  the  performance 
of  marriage  of  divorced  persons  by  the 
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clergy.  If  your  Lordships  will  look  at 
Sub-section  4  of  Clause  16  you  will  see 
that  it  ia  there  provided  that — 

"  A  clergyman  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
sidemnise  the  marriage  of  any  peison  whose 
prerioui  marriage  has  been  dissolved,  and 
shall  not  be  liable  to  any  suit,  penalty,  or 
oensnre  for  solemnising  or  refusing  to  solem- 
nise the  marriage  of  any  such  person." 

That,  I  believe,  is  the  present  law, 
though  a  recent  interpretation  given  to 
it  by  the  Bishop  of  London  would  seem 
to  ahow  that  the  censure  to  which  the 
clergyman  is  not  to  be  subjected,  does 
not  include  the  censure  of  his  ecclesi- 
astical superior.  The  Act  of  Parliament, 
which  is  the  governing  authority  of  the 
Church  of  England,  distinctly  provided 
that  he  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
censure,  but  from  recent  proceedings 
which  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers, 
■it  appears  that  the  re-marriage  of 
divorced  persons  in  this  diocese  has 
exposed  a  clergyman  who  had  the 
temerity  to  perform  it  to  censure.  I  see 
no  reason  to  suggest  an  alteration  in 
the  present  law  on  this  subject.  I 
might  remind  your  Lordships  of  what, 
perhaps,  has  been  forgotten,  that  in 
1857  this  House,  on  no  less  than  three 
separate  occasions,  rejected  an  Amend- 
ment proposing  individual  liberty  of 
conscience  to  clergymen  in  the  form  of 
the  present  clause,  and  insisted  that 
every  clergyman  should,  as  a  servant  of 
the  State,  perform  any  marriage  that 
the  State  said  could  be  legally  per- 
formed. However,  the  truculent  atti- 
tude of  this  House  towards  the  Church 
on  that  occasion  was  modified  in  the 
more  kindly  atmosphere  of  another 
place,  and  the  present  compromise 
appears  to  have  been  the  effect  of  that 
discussion. 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  noble  Lord 
supposes  that  there  is  no  ground  for  an 
amendment,  and  that  there  are  no 
grievous  cases  of  injustice  and  hardship 
under  the  p  esent  divorce  law,  which 
differs  in  its  stringency  from  the  divorce 
law  of  every  other  Protestant  country. 
I  have  received  a  vast  mass  of  corre- 
spondence, with  some  few  extracts  from 
which  I  am  compelled  to  trouble  your 
Lordships.  One  gentleman  writes  and 
says — 

"  My  wife  left  me  to  return  to  her  father  after 
I  loat  my  money  more  than  eleven  yean  ago. 
There  is  no  deed  of  separation  and  no  ground 


for  divorce,  and  yet  by  the  law  of  England  I  am 
married  and  condemned  to  lead  a  celibate  life 
with  no  possibility  of  relief.  Had  I  committed 
forgery,  burglary,  or  any  other  serious  crime,  I 
comd  long  ago  have  expiated  my  offence,  but 
from  an  unfortunate  marriage  there  is  no 
release,  unless  there  is  cruelty  or  adultery, 
which  are  absent  in  the  case  under  notice. 
This  state  of  things  I  contend  is  contrarv  to 
every  law,  divine  or  human,  and  demands  a 
remedy." 

A  woman  writes  :— 

"  Your  Bill  would  be  a  blessing  to  many  poor 
women.  I  married  at  twenty-one  a  man  who 
turned  out  to  he  a  great  scamp,  thief,  a^id 
forger.  My  home  was  sold  up,  my  belongings 
seized  by  creditors.  When  my  son  was  thirteen, 
months  old  my  husband  deserted  me  and  went 
to  Canada  fourteen  years  ago.  I  have  never 
heard  of  nor  seen  him  since.  My  wrist  was 
injured  for  life  through  my  husband's  brutality^ 
I  have  proof  of  desertion  and  cruelty,  but  what 
chance  have  I  to  obtain  a  divorce  ?  " 

Another  writes  and  says  : — 

"  Where  the  parties  have  for  a  number  of 
years  been  separated  and  positively  refuse  to 
live  together  again  they  are,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  ijigo  facto  divorced  ;  why  then  should 
measures  be  refused  to  make  such  definite- 
estrangement  legal  ?  .  .  .  Where  mutual  love 
exists  the  man  and  woman  never  part ;  it  is 
the  absence  of  it  that  brings  about  the  evil. 
The  sooner  there  is  some  law  permitting  the 
deserted  husband  or  wife  to  marry  again  after- 
a  lapse  of  yearsi,  the  sooner  will  immorality 
and  dissipation  l>e  reduced." 

Another  writes : — 

"Are  two  people  grievously  unhappy 
together  and  without  fault  or  intention,  to  be 
literally  killed  and  worn  to  death,  being  held, 
together  in  an  unnatural  and  useless  bond,  1 1 
be  made  useless  to  each  other  and  even  to- 
their  children,  while  those  who  live  ri:>tously 
and  break  all  marriage  laws  are  content  with 
them  and  are  often  i  be  loudest  voiced  in  u]i- 
holding  them  ?  That  is  an  easy  way  of  carrying 
out  a  law  impossible  often  to  keep." 

Another  writes  and  says  : — 

"  Realising  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
legislative  relief  in  this  country,  I  am  forced  to> 
consider  the  expediency  of  settling  in  America 
with  a  view  to  obtaming  there  that  relief 
denied  me  here." 

Another  writes  and  says : 

"  It  is  remarkable  how  perverted  Christianity 
is  trotted  out  on  every  possible  occasion  to  bar 
real  progress.  To  say  that  reasonable  release 
wonld  destroy  Christwn  matrimony  is  simply 
the  dictum  of  a  person  very  ignorant,  and  very 
much  of  a  bigot.  The  Founder  never  recom- 
mended, and  certainly  would  never  have  en- 
forced, for  it  would  be  abhorrent  to  all-his 
teaching,  that  two  who  had  got  utterly  to 
dislike  each  other,  and  whose  presence  with 
each  other  brought  oat  and  acerbated  all  the 
evil  in  the  nature  of  both,  should  drag  on  & 
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tortnred  existence  tx^ther,  degrading  to  both, 
and  leading  to  all  kinds  of  evils  ana  a  strong 
temptation  to  murder  even." 

A  young  voman  writes  that  four 
days  after  her  marriage  her  husband 
had  to  leave  on  the  duties  of  his  voca- 
tion as  oflScer  in  the  Royal  Navy.  For 
nine  years  he  has  not  been  near  her.  She 
has  not  the  money  to  pursue  the  evidence 
for  adultery, 

A  man  who  occupies  a  responsible 
position  writes : 

"I  have  been  married  twenty  years  to  a 
most  unsuitable  woman,  who  has  never  been 
any  help  to  me,  who  has  persistently  got  into 
debt,  falsified  accounts,  confiscated  letters, 
deceived  and  lied  to  me  so  much  that  it  has 
produced  an  utter  alienation.  For  seven  years 
we  have  occupied  separate  rooms." 

Another  writes : — 

"  Oh  this  dull,  stupid  Ekiglish  law,  with 
Scotland's  bright  example  shining  so  near." 

You  have  to  go  no  farther  than  Scot- 
land to  find  divorce  a  vinculo  granted  for 
three  years'  desertion. 

I  submit  this  Bill  to  the  House  as  an 
lioneat  attempt  to  remedy  an  intolerable 
state  of  things.  I  ask  whether  among 
4dl  the  Members  of  this  House  there  are 
none  who  recognise  that  the  present 
marriage  laws  do  inflict  upon  a  vast 
number  of  men  and  women  in  this  country 
great  hardship  ;  that  the  present  marriage 
laws  lead  in  many  cases  to  the  contracting 
of  immoral  alliances  between  separated 
men  and  women,  and  that  the  granting  of  a 
judicial  separation  is  really  to  throw  upon 
the  world  two  potential  adulterers.  It 
is  easy  to  legislate  for  human  nature,  but 
it  is  less  easy  to  control  it  after  your  legis- 
lation. The  present  law  offers  a  divorce 
AS  a  reward  for  unmoral  conduct.  It  can 
be  obtained  where  immorality  has  taken 
place,  but  where  both  parties  are  un- 
willing to  be  guilty  of  immorality,  the 
present  law  denies  divorce ;  and  where, 
ss  80  oftens  happens,  women  have  l»een 
deserted  by  their  husbands  for  an 
indefinite  number  of  years,  they  are  pre- 
cluded from  ever  contracting  a  fresh 
alliance,  and  are  compelled  to  remain  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives  neither  married  nor  un- 
married, with  no  possibility  of  establish- 
ing a  home  and  all  that  is  dear  to  the 
heart  of  a  woman.  Is  there  no  one  in 
this  House  who  feels  that  this  state  of 
things  needs  a  remedy  t  Are  your  Lord- 
ships satisfied,  because  in  your  individual 

Earl  Russell. 


cases  the  law  mav  not  bear  hardly  upon 
you,  to  leave  sudi  a  blot  upon  the  social 
legislation  of  this  country  %  The  proposals 
which  I  have  put  before  you,  and  I  say 
this  unhesitatuigly,  makeifor  the  increase 
of  social  purity  and  for  the  absence  of 
adultery.  They  make  for  a  legitimate 
dissolution  of  unions  that  have  long  since 
become  impossible,  and  their  adoption 
would  tend  to  purify  the  marriage  rela- 
tion, to  make  marriage  a  more  real  thing 
than  it  is  at  present,  and  to  make  adultery 
looked  upon,  as  it  is  not  often  looked 
upon  now,  as  a  disgraceful,  a  discreditable, 
and  an  unnecessary  crime.  I  beg  to 
move  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2». — 
{Earl  Bussell.) 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (the 
£arl  of  Halsburt)  :  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Lord,  in  the  course  of  a  great  many 
observations,  has  referred  to  some 
remarks  which  I  made  on  a  former 
occasion  when  a  Bill  of  this  character 
was  before  your  Lordships.  I  do  not 
propose  to  repeat  what  I  said  then,  but 
I  adhere  i  o  every  word  of  it.  When  I 
made  that  speech  I  believe  it  met  with 
the  entire  approval  of  your  Lordships 
then  present.  I  gathered  that  from  the 
course  you  then  pursued.  No  one  inter 
vened  in  the  debate.  The  Bill  was  at 
once  rejected.  At  present  I  will  only 
call  attention  to  one  aspect  of  the  Bill. 
The  noble  Lord  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
understand  the  gravity  of  what  he  is 
doing.  Tf  your  Lordships  will  be  good 
enough  to  turn  to  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill  you  will  find  that  he  has  gone 
through  every  one  of  the  Divorce  Acts 
and  has  swept  them  all  away.  They 
are  to  be  repealed  by  this  BUI,  and  in 
substitution  he  has  apparently  by  the 
first  and  second  sections  made  the  fact 
of  divorce  simply  a  question  whether 
the  parties  would  agree  to  it  or  not;  and 
if  they  are  away  from  each  other  for 
three  years  and  they  desire  that  (he 
union  should  cease  that  in  itself  would 
put  an  end  to  it.  All  I  will  say  is  that 
the  policy  of  the  law — I  speak  not  now 
of  the  higher  sanction,  which  most  of  ui 
think  to  be  somewhat  more  important 
than  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  consider 
it — has  been  to  prevent  anything  like 
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■diTorce  by  consent.  It  requires  some- 
thing, at  all  events,  to  justify  the  dissolu- 
tion of  a  marriage.  That  according  to 
tkip  Bill,  would  be  no  longer  necessary. 
The  prohibition  of  divorce  by  mere  agree- 
ment is  got  rid  of  very  easily,  because  the 
functions  as  well  as  the  oflBce  of  the  King's 
Proctor  are  abolished  by  the  Bill.  All  you 
have  to  dois  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
•of  the  Bill  and  the  divorce  is  easy.  The 
noble  Lord  has  once  or  twice  referred  to 
what  he  called  the  iniquities  of  the 
marriage  law.  Whether  such  iniquities 
«xi8t  or  not  I  will  not  discuss.  This 
Bill  proposes  to  abolish  the  whole  of  the 
matrimonial  law  as  it  exists  and  substi- 
tutes what  the  noble  Lord  has  described. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  mere  state- 
ment that,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  all  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  all  the  care 
that  has  been  taken  from  the  year  1857, 
when  the  Divorce  Act  was  passed,  down 
to  the  present  time  to  cure  any  defect  in 
the  law,  would  be  swept  away  in  a 
minute,  and  for  that  nothing  substituted 
but  simply  an  arrangement  enabling  the 
parties  if  they  think  proper  to  get  rid  of 
the  marriage,  is  enough  for  your  Lord- 
ships. One  observation  I  made  on  a 
former  occasion  seems  to  have  struck 
the  noble  Lord  as  too  strong.  I  do  not 
think  myself  that  I  used  language  too 
strong  when  I  said  that  the  abolition  of 
the  marriflge  tie,  which  in  one  sense  the 
noble  Lord  has  admitted  that  his  Bill 
would  procure,  proposed  in  such  a  way 
to  a  Christian  assembly,  was  an  insult, 
and  I  repeat  the  observation.  All  I 
have  to  add  at  present,  I  think,  is  that 
I  invite  your  Lordships  to  reject  this 
Bill,  and  I  hope  that  we  may  not 
have  the  same  proposal  repeated  over 
And  ov«.T  again,  for  the  noble  Lord  and 
«Terybody  else  must  know  that  it  is 
only  in  the  nature  of  a  protest  by  him- 
self against  the  marriage  law  as  it 
-exists,  but  even  he  has  not  the  faintest 
notion  that  any  such  Bill  will  be  sanc- 
tioned by  your  Lordships. 

On  Question,  Motion  negatived. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICXJLTURE  AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  [h.U]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 


Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2». — 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

Lord    BURGHCLERE:    My    Lords, 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  offer  some 
criticisms  and  to  ask  for  some  explana- 
tion on  the  Bill  which  the  noble  Earl  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has 
just  submitted  to  your  Lordships,     ihe 
Bill,  as  your  Lordships  will  observe,  is 
one  to  transfer  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
powers  and  duties  relating  to  the  fishmg 
industry.     The  powers  which  are  now 
exercised  by  a  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  with  regard  to  the  fisheries  of 
this  country  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,   and  that   B^rd 
henceforth  is  to  be  known  as  the  Board  ol 
Agriculture    and    Fisheries.      What    1 
venture  to  ask  the  noble  Eari  is  this : 
whether  he  will  explain  what  connection 
there  is  between  the  fishing  industry  of 
the    United    Kingdom    and    the    great 
national    industry    of    agriculture.      It 
must  inevitably  have  been  considered  by 
the  Government,  and  I  shall  wait  to  hear 
the  explanation  of  the  noble  Eari.    As 
your  Lordships  are  aware,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  constituted  by  an  Act  of 
1879,  which  came  into  operation  in  the 
year  1890.     It  took  over  the  powers  with 
regard  to  contagious  diseases  of  cattle 
and  other  germane  matters  which  were 
previously  possessed  by  a  Department  of 
the  Privy  Council  under  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent; it  took  over  the  duties  hitherto 
exercised  by  the  Tithe  Commissioners 
and  the  Land  Commissioners,  and  it  also 
took  under  its  care  the  very  important 
and  the  very  extensive  business  of  the 
Ordnance  Survey  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree  that  all 
these  matters  are  cognate  to  the  business 
of  agriculture.     But  now  it  is  proposed 
for  the  first  time  to  transfer  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  duties  that  have  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  business  which  the 
Board  was  constituted  to  carrv  on,  and 
the  question  that  has  occurred  to  some 
agriculturists,  at  any«4ite,  is  this,  what 
relation  is  there  between  the  great  fish- 
ing industry  of  this  country  and  the 
great  national  industry  of   agriculture? 
What  benefit  will  such  a  transference  as 
is  proposed  by  this  Bill  be  to  agriculture, 
and  what  effect  will  it  have  upon  the 
future  usefulness  of  the  Board  of  Agn- 
culture?      Although    I  have   no  doubt 
that  the  noble  Earl  will  be  able  to  give  a 
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sufficient  explanation,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  at  first  view  I  do  not  see  what  con- 
nection there  possibly  is  between  fisher- 
ies and  agriculture. 

There  may,  of  course,  be  some  occult 
reason  for  this  of  which  I  am  not  aware, 
and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  that 
reason  from  the  noble  Earl  that  I  have 
ventured  to  put  this  question  to  him.  I 
do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to  deny  that  the 
fishing  industry  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  country,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  and  right  that  the  duties  in 
connection  with  that  great  industry 
should  either  be  placed  under  a  separate 
Board  or  handed  over  to  some  other 
department  of  the  State.  It  is  said  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  too  much  to  do 
at  the  present  moment  and  that  its  De- 
partment of  fisheries  does  not  receive  all 
that  attention  that  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  fisheries  would  like;  but 
what  I  venture  to  say  in  the  name  of  a 
considerable  number  of  agriculturists  is 
this,  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  which 
was  constituted  to  assist  them  in  their 
industry,  should  not  be  made  the  dump- 
ing ground  for  the  surplus  products  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  So  far  as  the 
expansion  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is 
concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  it ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  always  advocated  it, 
but  I  think  it  desirable  that  that  expan- 
sion should  be  in  the  direction  of  those 
subjects  which  are  beneficial  to  the  agri- 
cultural industry. 

If  there  were  no  ways  in  which  expan- 
sion could  be  made  in  this  direction  I 
should  perhaps  not  offer  any  criticism  as 
to  the  addition  of  these  duties,  but  there 
are  many  directions  in  which  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  could  be  usefully  expanded 
in  a  manner  which  ought  to  benefit 
agriculturists  generally.  Tl.ere  is  the 
question  of  the  Veterinary  Department. 
I  have  not  a  single  word  to  say  against 
those  able  and  capable  officers,  with 
whom  I  have  had  the  honour  to  work 
in  the  past ;  b«(  I  think  that  their 
Department  might  be  in  some  way  ex- 
panded and  made  more  useful  to  agricul- 
turists generally.  They  might  be  encour- 
aged to  make  experiments  in  bacteriologi- 
cal research  and  other  scientific  matters 
which  would  benefit  agriculture  as  a 
whole.  Then  there  is  the  matter  of 
chemistry.  I  hope  to  hear  that  the 
question  of  chemistry,  which  is  so  useful 
to  the  scientific  culture  of  the  land,  has 
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been  considered  in  any  view  of  expansion 
of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  botany.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  that  Kew  Gardens  h«re 
now  been  taken  over  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  There  was  another  Board 
of  Agriculture  some  years  ago  which  was 
not  so  fortunate  as  the  noble  Earl's  Board 
to  obtain  assistance  from  the  Treasury 
to  get  Kew  Gardens  under  its  care.  I 
remember  that  my  attention  was  drawn 
very  closely  to  the  matter  in  1893. 
Kew  Gardens  had  for  years  past  done 
excellent  and  efficient  work  for  India  and 
the  colonies  in  botanical  experiments, 
but  I  found  that  nearer  home  nothing  at 
all  had  been  done  for  agriculture  in  this 
direction.  The  finances  were  not  so 
prosperous  then  as  they  are  now,  and  if 
I  could  have  obtained  something  like 
jC150  a  year  Kew  Gardens  would  have 
been  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  1893  instead  of  1903. 

There  is  another  of  these  small  Depart- 
ments which  has  no  political  head  and 
which  I  think  the  noble  Lord  might  have 
included  in  his  Bill  if  he  was  seeking  for 
the  expansion  of  his  agricultural  duties, 
and  that  is  the  Meteorological  Departments 
The  weather  heis  certainly  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  agriculture,  and  any  good  forecast 
of  the  weather  which  could  be  obtained 
and  circulated  amongst  farmers  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  that  industry. 
Some  ten  years  ago  an  experiment  was 
made  in  that  direction,  but  the  forecasts 
were  only  issued  some  twenty-four  hours 
beforehand,  and  that  fact  made  them 
rather  useless  for  farmers  who  did  not 
see  them  in  time  to  make  them  of  value. 
If  the  noble  Earl  could  take  over  the 
Meteorological  Department,  I  think  it 
might  be  of  use  to  agriculture  generally. 
These  departments  have  no  political  head, 
but  are  practically  under  the  Treasury, 
and  I  have  very  grave  doubts  myself 
whether  it  is  for  the  advantage  or  the 
efficiency  of  those  particular  Departments 
that  they  should  t«  solely  represented  by 
the  Treasury  in  the  House  of  CJommons. 
The  Treasury  is  certain  to  do  everything 
possible  to  promote  economy,  and  1 
venture  to  think  that  if  the  Departments 
were  gathered  under  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  under  a  responsible  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  their  efficiency  would  be 
better  looked  after. 

I  come  now  to  the  largest  of  these 
Departments    which    might    have    been 
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included  under  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
— the  OflBce  of  Woods  and  Forests.  It 
is  well  known  that  when  the  Act  was 
passed  constituting  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, it  was  then  discussed  whether  the 
Office  of  Woods  and  Forests  should  not 
be  included  as  a  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  There  were  of 
course  objections,  and  there  may  be  I 
objections  now  to  such  a  course,  but,  so  | 
far  as  I  know,  the  •  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  the  agricultural  interests 
by  such  an  incorporation  would  certainly 
outweigh  any  objections  which  I  have 
heard  up  to  the  present  moment.  I 
imagine  that  there  are  very  few  in  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  who  have  any 
practical  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  land.  The  Office  of  Woods  and 
Forests  manages  the  Crown  lands  of 
this  coantry,  and  by  making  that  De- 
partment a  part  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, the  latter  Board  would  obtain 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  manage- 
ment of  land  which  would  be  of  great 
advantage,  not  only  to  them,  but  to 
agriculturists  generally.  I  believe  the 
Treasury  object  to  that  proposal  on  the 
ground  that  it  might  not  be  so  economi- 
cal, but  that  is  not  borne  out  by  con- 
temporary history.  The  same  change 
which  I  am  advocating  took  place  in 
Prussia  in  the  year  1879,  when  the 
State  lands  of  that  kingdom  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  Ministry  of  Finance  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
result  of  that  transference  has  been 
highly  beneficial — beneficial  from  the 
point  of  view  of  economy  of  manage- 
ment, and  in  another  direction,  for  it 
has  brought  in  considerably  increased 
revenue.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  was 
constituted  to  assist  an  industry  which, 
though  it  may  not  be  quite  so  depressed 
as  it  was  in  1893,  is  certainly  not  in 
that  flourishing  condition  which  we 
should  all  wish,  and  therefore  it  is  that 
I  question  the  wisdom  of  the  transfer  of 
any  duty  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
which  is  not  germane  to  agriculture  as 
a  whole. 

I  think  there  are  some  agriculturists 
who  would  say  that  if  any  transference 
of  duties  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
Boerd  of  Agriculture  is  to  be  made  it 
had  better  be  that  Department  which  is 
connected  with  railways  and  railway 
rates  rather  than  the  Department  con- 


nected with  the  fisheries  of  the  country. 
I  have  ventured  to  put  before  your 
Lordships  some  criticisms  with  regard 
to  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  I  shall  obtain 
from  the  noble  Earl  the  explanations  I 
have  asked  for.  I  cannot,  however,  sit 
down  without  saying  that  we  welcome 
the  noble  Earl  as  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  this  House.  I 
will  not  go  into  the  somewhat  delicate 
question  of  whether  the  head  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  should  be  in 
this  House  or  in  another  place,  except 
perhaps  to  say  that  there  is  possibly  no 
assembly  in  this  country  which  is  mor<^ 
closely  connected  with  the  business  of 
agriculture  and  which  contains  amongst 
its  members  those  more  closely  connected 
with  practical  agriculture  than  your 
Lordships'  House.  I  admit  that  the 
question  is  a  debatable  one.  But  if 
you  are  going  to  extend  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  raise  it  to  a  position  of 
greater  influence  and  wider  scope  I  do 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  represented  in 
the  other  House  except  by  a  direct 
official  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Fellowes  is  the 
representative  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture in  the  other  House.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  sitting  in  the  House  of 
Ck)mmons  with  Mr.  Fellowes  and  I  know 
him  to  be  a  practical  agriculturist.  I 
know  him  to  have  represented  an  agri- 
cultural constituency  and  to  have  taken 
deep  interest  in  agricultural  matters 
for  a  long  time  past,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  advisable,  as  he  will  have  to  take 
charge  of  the  Bills  as  well  as  the 
Estimates  of  the  Department,  that  we 
should  have  some  direct  representative 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  the  other 
House  rather  than  a  minor  Minister 
brought  in  as  a  kind  of  charwoman.  I 
do  not  propose  to  offer  any  opposition  tu 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  but  if 
the  explanation  for  which  I  have  asked 
is  not  satisfactory  I  reserve  to  myself 
the  right  of  opposing  or  amending  the 
measure  in  its  future  stages. 

♦Lord  HENEAGE:  My  Lords,  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  spoken  will 
not  think  me  discourteous  if  I  do  not  go 
into  all  the  details  of  agriculture  of 
which  he  has  spoken.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  fear  that  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture will  be  overworked  by  having 
the  duties  with  regaid  to  fisheries  added 
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to  those  he  now  possesses.    I  speak  as 
one  who  is  quite  as  much  interested  in 
agriculture  as  in  fisheries,  as  one  who 
has    been    Chairman    of    the    Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  as  well  as  one 
who  is  now  President  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Association,  and  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  not  be  a  Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  looking  after  the  harvest 
of  the  sea  and  of  the  land  at  the  same 
time.     I  for  one  venture  to  congratulate 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment  on  having  in- 
troduced this  Bill.      I  know  that  there 
has  been  some  delay,  but  they  are  in  no 
way  to  blame  for  it.     I  do  hope  that 
now  the  Bill  has  been  introduced  it  will 
not  only  be  pressed  forward  in  this  House 
and  in  the  other  House,  but  that  no  time 
will  be  lost  in  bringing  it  into  operation. 
I  am  glad   to   see  that   all   the  duties 
mth  regard  to  fisheries  now  supposed  to 
be  performed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  are 
to    be   transferred    to  the    Minister   of 
Agriculture,  and  I  am  also  very  glad  to  see 
that  the  Government  have  acceded  to  the 
request  of  the  Shell  Fisheries  Association 
that  shell  fisheries  should  also  be  placed 
under    the    same    Minister.      I    would 
venture  to  suggest,  on  that  point,  to  my 
noble  friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  that  he  will  require  larger 
powers  than  he  has  now  to  deal  with  the 
oyster  question,  and  I  would  refer  him  to 
a  Report  of  your  Lordships'  Committee 
some   three   or  four  years  ago  presided 
over  by  Lord  Harris,  and  of  which  the 
Duke  of  Abercom,   Ijord  Tweedmouth, 
Lord  Wenlock  and  myself  were  Members. 
We  went  thoroughly  into  this  question. 
There  was  no    di£ference    between  the 
Local    Government    Board,    who   intro- 
duced   the    Bill,     and    the    Committee 
except  on  one  point.     We  were  agreed 
that  powers  were  required  to  stop  the 
pollution  of  the  oyster    beds,   and    aa 
the  local  government  authorities  were 
most  to  blame  we  thought    that    the 
Local  Government  Board  ought  not  to 
have  those  powers  but  that  the  powers 
should  be  given  to  the  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade.    On  that 
point  we  were  so  divided  that  the  Bill 
was  not  proceeded  with. 

As  I  80  strongly  support  the  Bill,  and 
knowing  that  every  Sea  Fisheries  Associa- 
tion, Salmon  Fisheries  Association,  and 
Shell  Fisheries  Association  are  strongly 
in  favour  of  it,  I  am  sorry  to  atter  one 

Lord  Heneage. 


note  of  discord,   but  I  notice  in  Sub- 
section 2   of  Clause  3  some  words  to- 
which  I  do  not  think  we  can  possibl7 
agree.    I  am  well  aware  of  the  reason 
for  which  those  words  have  been  put- 
in.     The  Act  is  to  come  into  force  on 
October  1,  but  the  Treasury  are  allowed^ 
if  they  choose,  to  postpone  the  operatioa 
of  the  Act  till  April  1  next  year.     That 
is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  sea  fisheries, 
or  of  the  Minister  who  is  going  to  takfr 
charge    of    the    sea     fisheries    in    th& 
future.      If     these     duties     had    been 
transferred  from  the   Board   of   Trade 
ten  or  fifteen    years   ago  the  Depart- 
ment might  have  been  taken   over  as 
a  going  concern,  and   everyone  would 
have  been    perfectly  satisfied,    but   the 
sea  fisheries  Department  of  the  Board 
of   Trade   at   the   present    moment    ia 
positively  worthless.      It  is  not  worth 
taking  over,    I  am  saying  what  every- 
one connected  with  the  fisheries  industry 
will  endorse.    The  noble  Lord  opposite 
knows    perfectly    well   that   resolutions 
have  been  passed  giving  me  full  autho- 
rity to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  fisheries 
on  this  question.    I  do  hope  that  an 
efficient  staff  will  be  given  to  the  noble 
Earl,  and  that  he  will  hold  out  tor  an 
efficient  staff,  and   not  be   content  to 
take   over    men    who    are   thoroughly 
useless  to  him.      But  we  would  prefer 
that  the  Act  should   come  into  opera- 
tion  in   October  and    that   we  should 
have  a  Minister,  to  whom  we  could  go^ 
with   full   authority    to    look  into  all 
the    questions     postponed    throughout 
the    present   year,    even    without    an 
efficient     and     thoroughly     equipped 
Department,    than   that  the  operation 
of  the  Act  should  be  postponed.    The 
deputations  which  I  was   requested  by 
the  Sea  Fisheries  Conference  at  Grimsby 
to  arrange  with  the  Prime  Minister  had 
been  put  off  at  Mr.  Balfour's  request 
during  the  transfer  of  the  duties  from 
one  Department  to  another,  but  if  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  is  to  be  postponed 
until  April  next,  it  simply  means  that 
every  one  of  these  questions  will  have 
to  be   deferred  for  a  further  year,    as 
there  would  be  no  time  for  legislation. 
So  strongly  do   I    feel    with  regard  to 
this  matter,  that  I  shall  move  to  strike 
out  in  Committee  the  power  given  to 
the  Treasury  iu^this  Sub-section,    j 
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expansion    of    the    powem 
rise  to  congratulate  the  noble  Earl  on  i  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  so   I  hope 


having  introduced  this  Bill.  I  do  so 
because  the  Irish  Board  of  Agriculture, 
to  whom  the  duties  of  the  Fisheries 
Commissioners  in  Ireland  were  trans- 
ferred, are  able  to  do  a  great  deal  more 
for  our  fisheries  than  the  old  Commis- 
sioners did,  and  they  are  sympathetic 
with  the  wants  of  those  interested  in 
the  fisheries.  The  noble  Lord  opposite 
inquired  what  fisheries  have  to  do  with 
agriculture.  I  would  point  out  that 
fish  that  are  cultivated  in  inland  waters 
are  just  as  much  the  harvest  of  the 
land  as  corn  is.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
went  on  to  say  that  he  hoped  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  was  not  to  be  made  the 
dumping  ground  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  real  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
J3oard  of  Trade  have  not  very  much  to 
dump,  because  they  take  no  interest 
whatever  in  fisheries,  especially  in  inland 
fisheries.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Report 
upon  the  Salmon  Fisheries  of  Great 
Britain,  and  it  would  make  one  almost 
cry  to  see  the  efiiect  of  river  pollution 
and  the  stoppages  in  those  rivers  which 
prevent  salmon  reaching  the  upper 
waters.  Therefore  I  welcome  this 
fitll,  bearing  in  mind  the  good 
that  our  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  done  in  this  matter  in  Ireland. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  referred  to  the 
date  of  the  Bill  coming  into  force.  He 
knows  a  great  deal  more  about  sea 
fisheries  than  I  do,  but  I  must  say  that 
the  sooner  the  inland  fisheries  of  this 
country  are  looked  after  by  a  competent 
Department  the  better ;  therefore  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Treasury  will 
not  "  put  their  finger  in  the  pie  "  and  that 
the  Bill  will  come  into  operation  on 
lat  October  next. 

•The  president  of  the  BOARD  nr 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  : 
My  Lords,  I  ventured  to  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this 
Bill  without  adding  any  words  of  my 
own  in  explanation  of  it  at  the  moment, 
because  it  is  an  extremely  simple  Bill 
and  one  which  really  needs  no  explana- 
tion at  all.  It  is  simply  a  transfer  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  duties  which 
have  hitherto  been  performed  by  the 
Board  (A  Trade.  It  is  not,  as  my  noble 
friend  opposite  appeared  to  think,  a  Bill 


he  will  forgive  me  if  I  do  not  follow  him 
into  all  those  duties  which,  in  hi» 
opinion,  might  with  greater  advan- 
tage be  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  All  I  will  say  is  that 
I  sympathise  with  a  great  deal  of  what 
he  said  on  that  subject.  I  think,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  see  in  the  short 
time  that  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
President  of  the  Department,  that  there 
are  many  subjeots  which  might  with 
advantage  be  transferred  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  not  necessarily  from 
other  Departments,  but  matters  which 
really  are  not  at  this  moment  under  the 
charge  of  any  responsible  Minister,  but 
are  under  that  sort  of  general  omnibus 
arrangement  which  gives  over  every- 
thing that  is  not  under  the  charge  of 
some  other  Minister  to  the  Treasury. 

I  am  asked  by  my  noble  friend  what 
is  the  connection  between  agriculture 
and  fisheries.  I  admit  that  the  word 
agriculture  in  its  derivation,  does  not 
include  the  harvest  of  the  sea,  but  at  th» 
same  time  your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  the  fish  supply  in  this  country  is 
one  of  the  most  important  from  the 
point  of  view  of  food.  The  Department 
over  which  I  preside  is  essentially  the 
Department  wnicb  is  connected  with 
the  food  supply  of  the  people,  and  there- 
fore, I  think  that  as  we  have  ahready 
for  many  years  had  under  our 
care  the  loaves,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  ask  that  Parliament  should  add 
to  them  the  fishes.  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Heneage  suggested  that  further 
powers  in  connection  with  the  pollution 
of  oyster  beds  should  also  be  transferred, 
not  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  from 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  I  venture  to 
point  out  to  your  Lordships  that  that  is 
a  matter  which  is  connected  with  a  very 
much  wider  subject  —  namely,  the 
public  health.  Public  health  has 
always  been  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  I  am  not  prepared  at 
this  moment  to  ask  to  take  over  any  of 
those  duties.  I  believe  that  before  this 
Bill  becomes  law,  as  I  hope  it  will,  I  shall 
have  time  to  consider  the  composition 
of  the  staff  of  the  Fisheries  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
noble  L-^rd  that  that  staff  will  be  a 
sufficient  and  an  efficient  one,  but  I  can 
assure  him  that  the  date  of  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Act  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question  of  the  composition 
of  the  staff.  I  am  as  anxious  as  he  is 
that  the  transfer  should  take  place  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  will  take  effect 
in  the  month  of  October  next.  The 
noble  Lord  must  know  that  there  are 
certain  arrangements  which  have  to  be 
made  in  connection  with  the  Estimates. 
If  this  Bill  passes  into  law,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  supplement  the  Vote  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  by  the  amount 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  for  the 
rest  of  the  financial  year,  although,  at 
the  same  time,  of  course,  an  almost 
equivalent  saving  will  be  effected 
upon  the  Vote  for  the  Board  of  Trade. 
All  those  things  have  got  to  be  ar- 
ranged, and  it  is  only  as  a  precautionary 
measure  that  the  date  may  be  extended. 
But  if  the  noble  Lord  will  put 
down  an  Amendment  I  will  give 
it  my  earnest  consideration  and  see  if 
something  can  be  done  to  meet  his 
views.  I  am  glad  that  the  Bill  meets 
with  approval,  and  trust  your  Lordships 
-will  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  wish  to  throw  cold  water  on 
the  Bill,  or  attempt  to  damp  the  ardour 
of  those  who  have  so  readily  accepted 
it.  But  I  do  wish  to  point  out  to  my 
noble  friend  that  in  assuming  the  duties 
of  Minister  of  Fisheries  he  is  assuming 
no  light  duties,  but  duties  which  will 
give  him  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
and  bring  him  a  great  many  communi- 
cations and  not  a  tew  protests.  My 
noble  friend  has  attempted  to  show  that 
the  subjects  of  agriculture  and  fisheries 
fall  together  naturally.  I  think  he  will 
find  that  there  are  a  great  many 
'differences  between  them,  that  even  the 
fateful  word  "  protection  "  is  interpreted 
in  an  entirely  different  way  by  agricul- 
turists and  fishermen.  But,  after  all, 
I  am  afraid  that  the  powers  of  the 
Fisheries  Department  are  comparatively 
limited.  The  Fisheries  Department  can, 
of  course,  do  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of 
collecting  statistics,  supplying  knowledge, 
and  carrying  on  scientific  inquiry,  pro- 
lix Earl  of  Onslow. 


vided  alwaysit  can  get  the  necessary  funds 
from  the  Treasury,  and  of  course,  so  far 
as  in-shore  fisheries  are  concerned,  it  can 
do  something  by  way  of  the  promotion 
of  legislation  and  encouraging  district 
fisheries  committees  to  do  their  work. 
After  all,  these  in-shore  fisheries  are  a 
comparatively  small  part  of  the  British 
fisheries.  The  main  fishing  ground  i.s 
in  the  North  Sea,  and  it  is  exploited  not 
by  British  fishermen  alone,  but  by 
the  fishermen  of  the  whole  of  Northern 
Europe.  My  noble  friend  will  find  that 
if  his  Department  really  intends  to 
secure  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
our  fisheries  in  the  North  Sea,  it  will 
only  be  possible  to  do  so  by  calling  in 
his  colleague  the  Foreign  Minister  and 
by  securing  joint  action  among  all  the 
Powers  who  send  fishing  fleets  into  the 
North  Sea. 

Take  the  question  of  immature  fish. 
It  may  be  very  desirable,  and  it  may  do 
a  certain  amount  of  good,  to  endeavour 
to  secure  that  in  our  own  inland  waters 
fish  get  some  chance  of  existence ;  but. 
after  all,  the  great  home  of  these  young 
fish  is  not  on  our  shores  but  on  the  shores 
of  Denmark,  Holland,  Belgium,  and  those 
great  flats  opposite  our  own  shores  on  the 
other  side  of  the  North  Sea,  and  unless 
you  can  get  the  countries  bordering  on 
those  waters  to  join  with  you,  unless  you 
can  get  those  countries  which  send  fleets 
to  the  North  Sea  to  combine  with  you  in 
joint  action,  you  will  never  be  able  to 
make  a  permanent  improvement  in  the 
fisheries  of  the  North  Sea.  With  regard 
to  our  salmon  fisheries,  I  think  there  is 
there  a  great  opportunity  for  a  Minister 
of  Fisheries.  The  case  is  ripe  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  inquiry  necessary  before  the 
Government  can  act  is,  I  believe,  complete, 
and  has  been  carried  on  imder  the  segis 
of  the  present  Government.  You  have 
had  inquiries  and  Ck>mmi8sion8.  There 
is  an  extraordinary  mass  of  the  latest 
opinion  gathered  together,  and  I  venture 
to  urge  that  the  time  has  come  when  this 
question  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the 
British  Isles  should  be  taken  up  in  a 
thorough  manner.  The  first  thing  you 
want  is  tmiformity  of  legislation  for  the 
British  Isles.  This  question  of  the 
salmon  fisheries  is  not  merely  one  of  the 
propagation  and  security  of  the  salmon. 
Involved  in  it  also  are  the  great  questions 
of  pollution  of  rivers  and  the  water  supply, 
so  that  when  you  are  dealing  with  the 
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question  of  salmon  fisheries  you  are  also 
dealing  in  a  thoroughly  practical  manner 
with  two  of  the  great  necessities  of  a 
healthy  existence— namely,  the  question 
of  the  water  supply  and  also  the  question 
of  the  freedom  of  the  rivers  from  pollu-  j 
tion.     I  do  think  that  these  are  subjects  ; 
which  might  well  be  taken  up  by  the  new  ' 
Minister  of  Fisheries.     I  hope  my  noble  ; 
friend  will  take  them  up  and  will  make  | 
it  his  business  to  press  his  colleagues  in  ' 
the  (Government  to  dettl  with  the  subject,  ' 
which  I  believe  is  of  immense  importance, 
not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  ] 
food  of  the  people,  but  also  from  the  I 
point  of  view  of  the  health  and  comfort  I 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands.  I 

On  question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 1 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  , 
House  on  Monday  next.  j 

COUNTY  COUNCILS  (BILLS  IN  PARLIA* 
MENT)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved,  That  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  Committee. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
I  have  a  Motion  on  the  Paper  to  submit 
to  your  Lordships.  But  before  I  do  so 
I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I 
say  a  few  words  on  a  matter  wholly 
personal  to  myself.  When  speaking  the 
other  day  from  the  cross  benches,  I 
appeared  to  have  infringed  the  rules  of 
order  of  the  House,  and  not  to  have 
bowed  to  the  ruling  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack.  I  have 
no  wish  to  appear  in  your  Lordships' 
House  as  an  unruly  Member,  and  I 
desire  to  explain  that  my  infringement 
of  order  was  entirely  due  to  my  affliction 
of  deafness..  Speaking  from  where  I  did, 
I  could  not  hear  a  word  that  fell  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  therefore  I 
have  to  apologise  to  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  for  having  in  any  way 
appeared  unruly.  In  order  that  this 
may  not  occur  again,  when  I  have  to 
address  your  Lordships'  House  in  future 
I  shall,  with  the  permission  of  those  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  sitting  on  this  bench, 
do  so  as  near  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  as 
I  can.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  speak 
from  my  present  position  (the  bench 
near  the  Woolsack  on   the  Opposition 
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side)  to-night,  but  I  have  not  abandoned 
my  proper  habitat  on  the  cross  benches, 
which  1  look  upon  as  the  Liberia  of  the 
House  of  Lords. 

Now  a  word  in  defence  of  my  proposal. 
Two  noble  Lords  on  the  last   occasion 
said  that   my   Resolution  had  no   con- 
nection whatever  with  the  Bill  that  was 
under  discussion.    I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
resolution,  which  I  believe  has  been  sent 
to  every  one  of  your  Lordships,  passed  by 
the  United  Property  Owners'  and  Rate- 
I  payers'    Association    of  Great    Britain, 
I  whose    headquarters  are    at  Bradford. 
I  This  resolution  states  that  the  object  of 
I  the  County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament) 
I  Bill  is  to  empower  County  Councils  to 
I  promote  Bills    in    Parliament   without 
I  first  obtaining  the   ratepayers'  consent. 
!  It  goes  on  to  say — 

"  And  this  is  being  done  at  the  very  moment 
I  the  Government  Eat  reappointed  a  Joint 
I  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
inquire  into  the  question  of  municipal  trading. 
It  is  inconsistent,  to  say  the  least,  that 
measures  of  this  character,  which  give  munici- 
palities practically  unrestricted  powers  to 
promote  private  legislation,  should  be  brought 
forward.  It  is,  therefore,  submitted  that  the 
Bill  should  not  be  proceeded  with,  and  the 
Committee  of  this  Association,  representing 
large  and  important  property  interests,  re- 
spectfully and  urgently  appeal  to  your  Lord- 
ships to  support  the  Motion  of  Lord  Wemyss 
to  aefer  the  Bill  until  the  Joint  Committee 
have  reported  to  Parliament." 

Can  anything  be  more  reasonable,  more 
consistent  with  common-sense,  than  that 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  kind  of 
legislation  pending  the  inquiry  by  the 
Joint  Committee.  The  action  of  the 
local  authorities  hag  been  such  that  they 
have  piled  up  a  debt  of  £1,300,000,000. 
The  rates  of  one  London  parish  have 
gone  up  to  eleven  shillings  in  the  pound, 
and  they  are  going  up  all  round.  A  few 
years  ago  the  feeling  in  reference  to  this 
matter  was  such  that  it  was  thought 
some  limit  should  be  imposed.  The 
result  was  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses,  but  they  did  not 
finish  their  inquiry.  For  two  years  they 
have  been  waiting  for  their  reappoint- 
ment. The  reason  that  they  were  not 
reappointed  is  supposed  to  be  that  the 
local  authorities  did  not  like  their  transac- 
tions being  inquired  into,  and  the 
Government  did  not  wish  to  give  offence 
to  the  local  authorities.  But  the  ex- 
penditure grew,  and  feeling  increased, 
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until  this  year  the  GoTernment  con- 
sented to  the  reappointment  of  the 
Committea  The  Report  of  the  first 
public  sitting  of  the  Joint  Committee 
appears  in  The  Times  to-day,  and  the 
evidence  shows  how  enormous  have  been 
the  sums  borrowed  by  local  authorities 
for  these  purposes.  One  witness  stated 
that  in  the  present  session  sixty-five  Bills 
had  been  promoted  by  local  authorities, 
of  which  twelve  had  been  dropped  or 
defeat«d  up  to  date.  I  have  heard 
privately  that  so  unsatisfactory  were 
the  trading  accounts  of  the  Plymouth 
authority  that  it  was  recommended  that 
the  accounts  should  be  audited,  not  by 
an  auditor  appointed  by  Plymouth  but 
by  an  auditor  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment. That  shows  the  state  of  things 
which  led  to  the  reappointment  of  this 
Committee.  The  Committee  has  the 
right  to  inquire  into  the  transactions 
not  only  of  municipalities  but  also  of 
local  authorities.  Clearly,  local  author- 
ities are  included  ;  therefore,  I  apprehend 
that  this  Joint  Committee  is  appointed 
to  consider  everytiiing  connected  with 
these  Bills,  which  give  power  to 
Councils  which  they  do  ntt  now  exercise, 
and  which  takes  away  from  the  rate- 
payers  a    security    which    they    now 


What  are  the  reasons  given  for  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  1 
They  are  three.  The  first  is  that  county 
councillors,  not  having  this  power  of 
promoting  Bills,  sometimes  do  it  them- 
selves and  incur  liabilities  thereby.  The 
second  is  a  most  extraordinary  reason  to 
give  for  passing  a  Bill.  It  was  stated  by 
one  noble  Lord  on  the  Front  Bench  that 
Mr.  Long,  the  author  of  this  Bill,  wished 
very  much  that  the  Bill  should  pass,  but 
that  in  itself  is  no  reason  for  your 
Lordships  facilitating  the  measure.  This 
raises  the  question,  is  this  a  private 
venture  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  or  is  it  a 
Government  Bill?  Has  it  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  t  Has  it  the 
full  consent  of  the  Government  1  This, 
I  venture  to  think,  raises  a  very  big 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  has  a 
tolerably  big  team  to  drive.  He  has 
eighteen  in  hand.  They  remind  me  of 
an  incident  in  the  old  coaching  davs, 
when  the  driver  of  a  four-in-hand,  being 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss. 


asked  how  it  was  he  was  driving  so 
erratically,  not  to  say  dangerously,  re- 
plied— 

"  Ah  !  yon  don't  know  what  it  is  to  drive 
three  blind  ones  and  a  bolter." 

The  Prime  Minister  certainly  has  a 
bolter,  who  sometimes  perhaps  gets 
over  the  traces  when  least  expected. 
How  many  blind  ones  there  are  I  should 
be  sorry  to  specify, 

I  now  come  to  the  third  reason,  which 
was  given  by  a  canny  Scot — my  noble 
friend  Lord  Balfour.  He  said  the  Bill 
no  doubt  gave  powers,  but  that  it  waa 
not  likely  that  County  Councils  would 
exercise  those  powers.  That  is  an  ad- 
mission, my  Lords,  that  you  are  giving 
County  Councils  powers  by  this  Bill  at 
the  very  time  when  you  are  sending  the 
question,  as  to  whether  or  not  the  powers 
of  local  authorities  should  be  restricted, 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses. 
I  feel  confident  that  the  result  of  this 
inquiry  will  be  that  these  powers  will  be 
restricted  and  greater  checks  on  the 
part  of  the  ratepayers  established.  What 
those  checks  should  be  it  is  not  for  me 
to  say.  The  question  is  now  under  dis- 
cussion. The  members  of  these  muni- 
cipal  authorities  are  supposed,  without 
any  training,  to  be  electricians,  engineers, 
architects,  builders,  contractors,  tram  and 
omnibus  undertakers,  and  navigators 
where  there  are  rivers ;  and,  besides  this, 
they  must  be  surveyors,  sanitary  pro- 
fessors, florists,  landscape  gardeners, 
social  reformers,  band-masters,  concert 
organisers,  and  universal  pro\'ider8  gener- 
ally. If  these  things  are  undertaken, 
some  knowledge  of  the  best  way  of  doing 
them  should  be  in  the  possesssion  m 
those  who  exercise  these  powers.  The 
check  I  should  propose  is  that  all  those 
who  are  elected  to  Coimty  Coimcils, 
before  they  are  allowed  to  act  should 
pass  a  qualifying  examining  in  all  these 
subjects.  That  would  be  a  most  potent 
and  valuable  check.  I  asked  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Balfour  the  other  day  to 
give  me  precedents  for  legislating  upon 
a  subject  which  had  been  concurrently 
submitted  to  a  Committee  or  a  Commis- 
sion for  inquiry.  The  noble  Lord  did  not 
specify  any  precedent,  but  went  off  into 
a  cuttle-fish  speech  upon  the  whde  ques- 
tion, and  that  was  where  I  got  into 
trouble.  I  had  not  said  anything  in 
putting  my  question,  but  after  the  cuttlo- 
fish  speech  of  my  noble  friend  I  rose  to 
answer  him  and  was  ruled  out  of  order. 
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I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  there  had 
been  any  precedents  for  this  kind  of 
legislation  the  noble  Lord  would  cer- 
tauily  have  brought  them  out.  He 
irookl  not  have  kept  them  up  his  sleeve 
for  no  purpose.  I  [know  there  are  many 
-[Hrecedents  the  other  way.  I  will  give 
one.  When  the  Commission  on  the 
Liquor  Traffic  was  sitting,  all  the  temper- 
ance measures  were  suspended.  But  in 
this  case  the  Gk>vernment  are  bringing 
in  Bills  at  the  same  time  as  the  inquiry 
is  taking  place,  and  when  the  subject 
to  which  these  Bills  refer  is  before  a 
Joint  Committee,  I  contend  that  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  a  mere  registry 
for  Bills  which  come  from  another  place. 
It  is  the  last  Court  of  Appeal  in  matters 
of  legislation,  and  if  Bills  are  faulty 
and  wrong  in  principle,  no  matter  how 
often  they  are  sent  here,  your  Lordships 
ought  unhesitatingly  to  do  your  duty. 
This  Bill,  as  well  as  the  Borough  Funds 
Bill,  may  be  an  excellent  measure  and 
very  needful,  but  let  the  Joint  Committee 
say  so.  Do  not  let  us  legislate  on  the 
subject  while  it  is  under  consideration  by 
the  Joint  Committee. 


Moved,  To  leave  out  from  ('That ')  to 
the  end  of  the  Motion  and  insert  the 
following  Resolution,  viz.,  "  In  the  opinion 
of  this  House  it  is  inconsistent  alike 
with  Parliamentary  practice  and  sound 
■administrative  policy,  to  legislate  on 
subjects  under  consideration  by  Com- 
mittees or  Commissions,  and  that,  inas- 
much as  the  question  of  the  powers  of 
local  and  municipal  authorities,  and  their 
exercise  of  these  powers  are  now  under 
consideration  by  a  Joint  Committee  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons  specially 
appointed  for  this  purpose,  it  is  neither 
ri^t  nor  expedient  to  proceed  with  Bills 
^vlng  increased  power  to  local  and  muni- 
-cipal  authorities,  until  the  said  inquiry 
has  been  completed  and  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  has  been  received."— (^Ae 
Ecarl  of  Wemyst.) 

•The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
•(Lord  Balfour  of  Burlkiqh)  ;  My  Lords, 
I  am  sure  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
when  I  say  that  we  have  had  a  most 
interesting  and  amusing  speech  from  the 
noble  Earl.  I  hope  the  House  will  also 
agree  with  me'that  it  had  not,  in  at  any 
rate  its  major  part,  very  much  to  do  with 
aba  precise  Bill  we  are  now  asked  to  go 


into  Committee  upon.  I  will  deal  first 
with  one  or  two  direct  questions  which 
the  noble  Earl  put  to  me.  He  made  it 
a  grievance  that  I  had  not  given  him 
precedents  the  other  day. 

The  earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Not  a 
grievance.     I  was  very  glad  of  it. 

♦Lord  BALPOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
think  my  version  is  the  more  correct. 
He  made  it  a  grievance,  both  on  the  last 
occasion  and  to-day,  that  I  had  given  him 
n*  precedent  for  the  course  which  the 
(Government  is  asking  the  House  to  take. 
In  the  first  place,  the  noble  Earl  said  that 
if  I  produced  a  hundred  precedents  he 
would  not  pay  any  attention  to  them, 
and  therefore  I  thought  it  a  work  cA 
supererogation  to  do  so.  I  also  pointed 
out  on  the  previous  occasion  that  the 
noble  Lord's  Motion  in  regard  to  the 
Joint  Ck)mmittee  of  Inquiry  has  really 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  Bill.  I 
wiU  read  the  precise  terms  of  the 
reference  to  the  Joint  Committee — 

"  To  consider  and  report  as  to  the  priociples 
which  »hould  govern  powers  given  by  Bills  and 
Provisional  Orders  to  municipal  and  other 
local  authorities  for  industrial  enterprise." 

The  reference  to  the  Joint  Committee  has 
to  do  with  the  powers  of,  and  the  method 
of  the  exercise  of  those  powers  by,  muni- 
cipal corporations,  or,  if  the  noble  Earl 
prefers  it,  local  authorities ;  but  there  is 
nothing  whatever  in  the  reference  to  the 
Joint  Committee  to  suggest  that  Parlia- 
ment has  it  in  consideration,  even  in  the 
remotest  degree,  to  take  away  from 
local  authorities  the  powers  of  promoting 
or  opposing  Bills.  All  that  this  Bill  does 
is  this,  ft  gives  to  County  Councils 
certain  limited  powers  to  promote  Bills  for 
a  variety  of  purposes.  The  point  we  have 
to  consider  to^lay  is  whether  County 
(Councils  have,  after  fifteen  years' 
existence,  sufficiently  established  their 
reputation  for  steadiness  of  purpose  and 
useful  work  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
power  of  coming  to  Parliament  when 
they  see  fit  to  promote  Bills  for  certain 
purposes.  The  objects  for  which  County 
Ck)uncils  desire  this  power  is  mainly  to 
take  land  for  the  improvement  of  roads, 
for  the  building  of  lunatic  asylums,  for 
improving  bridges,  and  such  like  pur- 
poses, which  are  strictly  within  the 
purview  of  county  council  work.  I  will 
concede  these  two  points  to  the  noble 
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Earl,  because  I  wish  to  be  very  fair  to 
iiim.  I  will  concede,  in  the  first  place, 
that  in  some  cases  municipal  authorities 
have  gone  too  far  in  the  direction  of 
municipal  trading.  It  is  because  we  hold 
that  opinion  that  the  Joint  Committee 
of  botn  Houses  has  been  appointed  to 
consider  the  method  of  the  exercise  of 
those  powers,  but  not  whether  they  shaU 
have  powers  or  whether  powers  shall  be 
taken  away  altogether.  The  second 
point  I  will  concede  is  that  technically  it 
would  be  possible  for  a  County  Council 
under  this  Bill  to  promote  a  Bill 'to 
enable  them  to  supply  gas  or  electric 
lighting.  But  my  position  in  regard  to 
that  matter  is  this — firstly,  that  there  is 
not  the  remotest  chance  of  a  County 
Council  being  so  foolish  as  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind,  and,  secondly,  that  if  they  did 
it  the  time  to  check  them  is  when  they 
come  with  that  proposal  to  Parliament. 
There  is  neither  reason  nor  common- 
sense  in  refusing  to  all  the  County 
Councils  of  England,  Wales,  Scotland, 
and  t  Ireland  the  power  to  come  to 
Parliament  for  certain  purposes  properly 
within  the  scope  of  their  work,  because 
there  is  the  possibflity  of  a  remote 
chance  of  a  County  Council  doing  some- 
thing in  the  direction  of  municipal 
trading.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  that 
danger,  but  even  if  I  believed  it  to  be 
ten  times  more  than  I  do,  I  should  not 
think  it  the  slightest  reason  for  main- 
taining a  prohibition  which  has  been 
found  extremely  inconvenient  in  the 
past.  In  the  extreme  urgency  of  cer- 
tain cases,  and  when  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  in]*  the  public  interest  that 
Bills  should  be  promoted,  individual 
members  of  County  Councils  have  pro- 
moted the  Bills,  taking  the  risk  of  being 
able  to  prove  to  Parliament  the  absolute 


necessity  for  them,  and  if  the  Bills  had 
failed  they  themselTes  as  individual* 
would  have  had  to  pay  the  cost  of  their 
enterprise.  The  noble  Earl  quoted  a  re- 
solution to  the  effect  that  the  object  of 
this  Bill  was  to  allow  County  Councils  to 
promote  Bills  without  getting  the  rate- 
payers'consent.  I  altogether  deny  that 
statement.  The  restrictions  upon  the 
power  of  County  Councils  are  amply  safe- 
guarded. They  are  plainly  set  forth  in 
the  schedule  to  the  Bill,  and  the  whole 
purport  of  the  noble  Earl's  speech 
was  that  there  should  be  restrictions, 
but  that  there  should  be  no  power  at  all. 

*The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS:  I  do  not 
object  to  the  Bills.  I  carefully  said  that. 
I  object  to  your  giving  powers,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  pending  the  inquiry  into  tlu» 
whole  of  this  question. 

♦LoED  BALFODR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 

have  endeavoured  to  dispose  of  that  plea, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  if  I  were  to  do  it 
again  I  should  have  no  better  success  in 
convincing  the  noble  EarL  The  fact  i» 
that  on  this  matter  he  is  unconvinceable. 
There  is  no  foundation  for  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Earl  that  this  BU) 
is  the  private  enterprise  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
It  is  a  Government  Bill,  a  Bill  promoted 
by  the  Government,  not  only  because  it 
is  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  County 
Councils  that  it  should  be  passed  but 
because  we  beheve,  from  the  useful 
work  and  steadiness  of  purpose  of  these 
local  authorities,  that  they  may  safely 
be  entrusted  with  the  powers  which  it 
is  proposed  to  confer  upon  them. 

On  Question  whether  to  agree  to  the 
said  Amendment,  their  Lordships  divided. 
Contents,  1 0 ;  Not-Contents,  75. 


Cawdor,  E. 
Munater,  E. 


Avebury,  L, 


CONTENTS. 

Dunboyne,  L. 

Ebnry,  L. 

Newton,  L.    [Tdler.} 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 


Stewart  of  Garlies,  L.      (£. 

Galloway.) 
Wemyss,   L.     {E.    Wemyss.) 

[TeUer.-\ 


Canterbury,  L.  Ab^ 
Halsbary,  E.    (L.  Chancellor.) 
Devonshire, D.   (L.Prerident.) 

Grafton,  D. 
Portland,  D. 

Lord  Balfowr  of  Burleigh. 


NOT-CONTENTS. 
Wellington,  D. 

Bipon,  M. 
Zetland,  M. 

Pembroke  and   Montgomery, 
E.    {L,  Steward.) 


Clarendon,  £.    (L.  Chamber- 
lain.) 
Ancaster,  E« 
Belmore,  E. 
Camperdown,  E. 
Camwath,  £. 
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Daabigh,  B. 

Hardwioke,  E. 

leren  and  Melville,  £. 

Inrtton,  E. 

Habneebory,  E. 

Mur  and  Kellie,  E. 

Mayo,  E. 

Morley,  K 

NelwMi,  E. 

Northbrook,  E. 

Onslow,  E. 

Portsmouth,  E. 

Bomney,  E. 

Stamford,  E. 

Tane,  E.     (Af.  Londonderry.) 

Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller.} 


Bangor,  V. 
<a»u«Iiill,  V. 
Hampden,  V. 
Hntohinson,  V. 
more.) 


[Teller.] 
(E.  Donough- 


Powersooort,  V. 

St.  Albans,  L.  Bp. 

AlTerstone,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Barnard,  L. 

Barrymore,  L. 

Bateman,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  (E.Cork  and  Orrery.) 

Barton,  L. 

Calthorpe,  L. 

Cheyleamore,  L. 

aifford  of  Chudleigh,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

Congleton,  L.- 

Crawshaw,  L. 

Foley,  L. 

Forester,  L. 


Qlannsk,  L. 

Hawkesbury,  L. 

Herries,  L. 

James,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Killanin,  Ll 

Lawrenoe,  L. 

Leigh,  L. 

Lyveden,  L. 

Norton,  L. 

Reay,  L. 

Redeadale,  L 

Ribblesdale,  L.     . 

St.  Levan,  L. 

Silchester,  L.    (E.  Longford.) 

Sinclair,  L. 

Suffield,  L. 

Tweedmouth,  L. 

Welby,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 

Wolverton,  L. 


Then  the  original  Motion  agreed  to : 
House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1.  ' 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  that  Lord 
Kenyon,  in  introducing  this  Bill,  had 
told  the  House  that  the  object  was  to 
sllow  County  Councils  to  promote  Bills 
in  the  same  manner  aa  municipal 
boroughs.  But  the  Bill  gave  the  power 
without  the  existing  safeguard.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  standing  in 
bis  name  on  the  Paper  was  to  carry  out 
the  expressed  intention  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  The  words  were  those  in 
(he  existing  Act.  Unless  they  intro- 
duced them  they  would  be  giving  County 
Councils  powers  which  municipd  author 
ities  had  not  hitherto  possessed.  More- 
over, unless  they  inserted  these  words 
they  abolished  the  right  of  owners 
to  vote.  One  reason  of  the  great 
increase  in  rates  undoubtedly  was  that 
so  many  persons  had  votes  but  paid  no 
rates.  They  had,  therefore,  no  direct 
interest  in  economy.  In  many  cases, 
moreover,  even  those  who  paid  rates 
were  merely  temporary  occupiers.  It 
would  hardly  be  denied  that  in  the  long 
ran  rates  fell  to  a  great  extent  on  owners. 
They  had  not  even  now  a  fair  share  of 
representation,  but  if  they  had  so  little 
surely  the  proper  course  was  to  give 
them  a  more  adequate  share  of  repre- 
sentation, and  not  to  deprive  them  of 
what  small  share  they  still  possessed. 
At  the  previous  day's  sitting  of  the 
Joint  Committee  which  was  now  con- 
aidering  this   subject.    Sir    S.     Provis, 


Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board,  was  asked  whether 
in  his  judgment  and  from  his  great 
experience  he  considered  that  the  rate- 
payers required  more  protection,  and  he 
replied  that  he  did.  But  unless  the 
House  accepted  his  Amendment  the 
unfortunate  ratepayer  would  have  even 
less  protection  than  be  had  at  present. 
The  Amendment  gave  no  additional 
safeguard,  but  at  any  rate  it  preserved 
to  the  ratepayers  the  power  they  at 
present  possessed,  and  of  which  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  would  deprive  him. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  '  them '  to  insert 
'The  powers  conferred  by  this  section 
and  by  Section  15  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1888,  shidl  be  exercised  subject  to  tlie 
provisions  of  the  B.jrough  Funds  Act,  187*2, 
and  of  any  Act  amending  the  same,  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  county  were  a  borongh,  and 
the  chairman  of  the  County  Council  the  mayor 
of  a  borough." — (Lord  Avebui-y.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Lord  KENYON  said  the  Government 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment.  The 
Amendment  contemplated  the  adoption 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Borough  Funds 
Act,  under  which  a  meeting  of  owners 
and  ratepayers  would  have  to  be  held  in 
order  to  gain  consent  to  the  promotion  of 
a  Bill.  It  would  ob\'iously  be  impossible 
to  find  buildings  large  enough  to  hold 
meetings  of  the  county  owners  and  rate- 
payers of  London  or  Lancashire.  In  the 
second  place,  Lord  Avebury  sought  to 
impose  a  restriction  on  County  Councils 
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in  oppoeing  Bills,  and  therefore  was  not 
in  oraer  because  the  Bill  did  not  alter  the 
powers   that  at  present    existed    as    to 
opposing  Bills.      He   thought  the  rate- 
payers' interest  sufficiently   safeguarded 
in  the  Bill  as   it   stood.      An    absolute 
majority  of    the  Council  was   necessary, 
and  the  meeting  at  which  that  majority 
had  to  be  obtained  would  be  held  after 
ten    days    notice    had    been    given    by  i 
advertisement.       Further,    no    expense  | 
could  be  incurred  on  the  promotion  of  a 
Bill    unless    it    was    confirmed    by    an ' 
absolute  majority  at  another  meeting  of  ' 
the  Council    after    the    Bill    had    been ; 
deposited   fourteen  days  in  the  House,  i 
Besides   that,   in   the  case  of  both   the  I 
promotion  of  and  opposition  to  Bills,  the  ' 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  | 
or  the  Secretary  of  State  as  the  case , 
might  be,  would  have  to  be  obtained.  As 
Lord  Balfour  had  pointed  out,  the  proper  ' 
place   for  rate^yers  to    object    to   the  \ 
promotion  of  Bills  was  when  the   Bills 
came  before  Parliament. 

The    Marque-ss  of    RIPON    agreed 
that    it    woiild    be     totally  impossible 
in  a  large  county  to  hold  meetings  of 
the  kind  proposed,  and  urged  the  noble  I 
Lord  to  withdraw  the  Amendment.    He  ' 
assured  him  it  was  not  workable. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
the  explanation  which  had  just  been 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  showed 
that  the  Bill  was  quite  a  different  one 
from  what  they  had  supposed.  They 
had  no  explanation  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced  beyond  this,  that  they  were 
told  that  it  was  to  create  exactly  the 
same  state  of  things  with  regard  to 
County  Councils  as  now  existed  in 
boroughs.  But  it  now  transpired  that 
it  was  totally  different.  With  regard  to 
the  owners'  vote,  he  contended  that 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  summon- 
ing the  owners  and  ratepayers  to  a 
meeting.  Be  could  not  see  how  the 
Amendment  would  take  away  the  power 
of  opposing  Bills. 

Lord  BELPER  insisted  that  it  was 
practically  impossible  to  get  a  meeting 
of  ratepayers  in  a  county  that  would  in 
any  sense  represent  the  feeling  of  the 
county.  AVith  regard  to  the  effect  of 
the  Amendment,  under  the  Act  of  1888 


power  was  given  to  oppose  Bills  without 
the  consent  of  the  ratepayers,  and  th» 
Amendment  would  overrule  that  by 
making  the  provisions  of  the  Borougn 
Funds  Act  applicable  to  the  opposing  of 
Bills  as  well  as  their  promotion.  H* 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  prciw 
his  Amendment. 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  it  was  quit* 
clear  from  the  noble  Lord's  explanation 
that  the  Bill  did  not  merely  give  to 
Cotmty  Councils  the  powers  which  had 
been  hitherto  enjoyed  by  munioipail 
authorities.  It  might  be  right  or  it 
might  be  wrong,  but  the  Bill  gave  them 
totally  different  powers. 


Lord  Kent/on. 


Lord  BELPER:  Quite  so. 

Lord  AVEBURY :  Yes,  but  that  was 
not  what  was  stated  to  be  the  intention 
of  the  Bill  when  it  was  introduced.  Con- 
tinuing, the  noble  Lord  said  it  did  away 
with  the  powers  which  had  hitherto  beeD 
enjoyed  by  the  ratepayers,  and  handed 
those  powers  over  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  It  was  useless  to  put  the 
House  to  the  trouble  of  dividing,  and 
he  would  therefore  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Lord  AVEBURY  then  moved  to 
omit  the  sub-section  which  provides  that 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  clause  shall 
be  in  addition  to,  and  not  in  derogation 
of,  any  powers  possessed  by  the  London 
County  Council.  He  wished  to  know 
what  additional  powers  the  Bill  would 
give  to  the  London  County  Council. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Snb-section 
4." — {Lord  Avebwry.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section 
4  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Lord  KENYON  said  he  did  not  think 
the  Bill  gave  the  London  Coimty  Council 
any  additional  powers.  The  sub-seotion 
was  only  put  in  as  a  safeiguard. 

Lord  AVEBURY  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  omit  the  words» 
"  shall  be  in  addition  to." 
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Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  hoped  the 
GoTemment  would  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  The  object  of  the  sub- 
section was  simply  to  safeguard  to  the 
County  Council  the  powers  it  already  had, 
and  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  the 
County  Council  should  not  have  any  of 
its  powers  interfered  with  by  the  BilL 

Lord  AYEBURY  said  he  was  not 
wishing  to  deprive  the  County  Coimcil  of 
any  of  its  powers,  but  the  words  in  the 
section  were  "  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  section  shall  be  in  addition  to,"  etc. 
He  understood  the  Government  did  not 
wish  to  add  anything  to  the  duties  of  the 
London  County  Council. 

*LordBALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  said 
the  London  Coimty  Council,  as  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  had  the  power  to  promote  Bills 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Metropolis, 
and  for  the  public  benefit  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  present  Bill  gave  a  general 
power  to  County  Councils  to  promote  Bills 
under  certain  restrictions,  and  the  Govern- 
ment saw  no  reason  why  the  London 
County  Council  should  be  differently 
treated  from  other  County  Councils ;  but 
they  wanted  to  make  it  clear  that  the 
powers  now  enjoyed  by  the  London 
County  Council  were  not  derogated  from. 

Amendment,  by    leave  of    the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 
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trict.  He  thought  it  was  verjr  undesir^ 
able  to  alter  this  provision  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  the  voters  did  not 
pay  rates. 


Amendment  moved — 


"In 


;e  3,  line  12, '  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
'  Avebury.) 


Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment, 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clauses  1  to  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  :— 


Question  pronoeed, "  That  Subjection  1 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Lord  KENYON  said  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  the  Amendment, 
as  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  Bill  was 
to  render  it  unnecessary  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  owners  and  ratepayers  to 
mere  opposition  to  a  Bill.  He  thought 
the  local  authority  might  be  trusted  not 
to  engage  in  opposition  to  a  Bill  against 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants.  Again, 
the  cost  of  obtaining  this  consent  was 
considerable  in  the  event  of  a  poll  being 
demanded.  A  Bill  was  very  of  ten  opposed 
in  order  to  secure  some  particular  advan- 
tage, such  as,  for  instance,  a  bridge 
instead  of  a  level  crossing,  and  it  was 
not  thought  wise  that  the  consent  of  the 
owners  and  ratepayers  should  be  necessary 
for  this  course.  All  the  other  require- 
ments imposed  by  the  Borough  Funds 
Act  of  1872  would  be  retained. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  7  agreed  to. 

Ix)RD  AVEBURY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  insert  after  Clause  7  a  new 
clause.  When  the  Act  of  1872  was 
passed  there  were  practically  no  such 
things  as  electric  lighting  or  traction 
companies,  and  he  suggested  that  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  treat  them  in  the  same 
way  as  gas  or  water  undertakings. 
Perhaps  the  Government  would  consider 
the  Amendment  on  the  Report  stage  if 
they  were  not  prepared  to  accept  it  then. 


Lord  AVEBURY  moved  to  omit  the 
subjection  which  repeals  the  provision  in 
the  Borough  Funds  Act,  1872,  that  no 
expense  in  opposing  a  Bill  shall  be  charged 
unless  the  opposition  has  had  the  consent 
of  the  owners  and  ratepayers  of  the  dis- 


Amendment  moved — 

*'  After  Clause  7  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause—'  Section  2  of  the  Borough  Funds  Act, 
1872,  shall  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Act  con- 
tained shall  authorise  any  governing  body  to 
promote  any  Bill  in  Farlianient  for  the 
establishment  of  any  gas  or  water  works,"  and 
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again  after  the  wordB  '  to  compete  with  any 
existing  gas  or  water  company  the  following 
words  'or  electric  lighting  or  traction  com- 
pany.' '■ — {Lord  Avebury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  that  clause 
be  there  inserted." 

LobdKENYON  said  they  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  The  question  of 
municipal  trading  had  been  referred  to  a 
Joint  Committee,  and  this  proposal  would 
seem  rather  to  prejudge  the  matter.  It 
would  be  perfectly  competent  for  Parlia- 
ment to  reject  any  proposal  that  came  be- 
fore it  in  a  Bill  promoted  by  local  author- 
ities which  in  their  opinion  would  render 
the  competition  unfair.  The  Urban 
District  Councils  Association  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  the  very  reasons 
which  the  noble  Lord  wished  to  oppose  it. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
ventured  to  think  there  was  some  mis- 
understanding in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Lord  with  regard  to  this  Amendment. 
He  had  done  his  best,  but  had  been  un- 
able to  understand  what  it  was  Lord 
Avebury  wanted  to  effect.  First  of  all, 
he  did  not  understand  what  was  meant 
by  a  traction  company.  In  the 
second  place,  the  noble  Lord  seemed 
to  think  that  there  was  no  power 
now  to  start  in  competition  against 
an  electric  lighting  company,  or  against 
a  tramway  company.  The  point  was 
distinctly  laid  down  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts  of  1888  that  there  was  no 
monopoly  given,  and  that  competition 
might,  if  necessary,  be  started.  Since 
the  noble  Lord's  Amendment  had  been 
placed  on  the  Paper  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  received  a  communication 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  a  very 
serious  matter  for  urban  authorities  if 
this  Amendment  were  accepted,  because 
it  might  be  that  some  company,  by 
obtaimng  in  their  district  only  a  few 
yards  of  tramway  line,  might  absolutely 
prevent  them  from  starting  a  tramway 
undertaking  if  they  wished  to  do  so, 
even  although  that  company  was  not  in 
any  way  whatever  serving  their  district. 
The  matter  was  rather  a  technical  one 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  believed 
the  Amendment  would  have  an  unfair 
effect  upon  local  authorities. 

Lord  AVEBURY  thought  those  who 
had  invested  their  money  in  tramways  or 


electric  lighting  were  entitled  to  consider- 
ation of  the  same  kind  as  had  been  given 
to  gas  and  water  undertakings.  Perhaps 
the  words  of  his  clause  went  rather  too 
far,  but  he  thought  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  consider  whether  investors 
ih  electric  lighting  or  traction  companies 
were  not  entitled  to  some  protection, 
not  against  competition  as  a  whole, 
but  a^inst  competition  by  a  local 
authority. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of   BURLEIGH 

said  they  were  entitled  to  be  protected 
against  unreasonable  or  pernicious  com- 
petition, but  the  noble  Lord  must  bear  in 
mind  that  the  present  statutory  position 
of  such  companies  as  he  referred  to,  was  not 
the  same  as  that  formerly  given  to  gas 
and  water  companies,  and  they  could  not 
by  a  side  wind  suddenly  reverse  previous 
legislation. 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  it  was  competi- 
tion by  the  local  authority  to  which  he 
had  referred.  He  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

L«rd  AVEBURY,  who  had  given 
notice  of  an  Amendment  in  Clause  9, 
page  3,  line  13,  after  "council,"  to  insert — 
"The  expression  'electors'  means  'the 
persons  wno  would  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
an  election  of  a  local  board  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  sections 
ten  to  thirteen  of  Schedule  II.  to  that 
Act  shall  apply  to  a  poll  of  electors  under 
this  Act  in  like  manner  as  if  the  poll  of 
electors  were  an  election  of  a  local  board,' " 
said  that  this  Amendment  raised  again 
the  question  of  the  owners'  vote,  but  as 
His  Majesty's  Government  insisted  upon 
taking  away  that  vote  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by 
moving  his  Amendment. 

Lord  KENYON:  The  owners'  vot« 
is  still  there. 


Clause  9  and  remaining  clauses  agreed 


to. 
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Schedule  1 : 


Lord  AVEBUBY  pointed  out  that  it 
was  provided  in  the  First  Schedule  that 
a  poll  might  be  required  vith  respect  to 
an/  resolution  by  not  less  than.  100 
electors  or  one-twentieth  in  number  of 
the  electors,  whichcTer  might  be  the  less. 
He  moved  as  an  Amendment  to  leave  out 
"  one  hundred ''  and  to  insert  "  tirentj  " 
and  to  leave  out  "  one-twentieth  "  and 
insert  'one-hundredth."  He  quite 
agreed  that  the  present  number  who 
might  demand  a  poll  should  be  increased, 
but  in  small  places  surelj  100  was  too 
Urge  a  number  of  electors  to  require  to 
join  in  demanding  a  poll,  and  in  veiy 
Urge  places,  on  the  other  hand,  to  insist 
on  one  twentieth  would  make  it  im- 
poarible  to  carry  it  into  operation  at  all. 
That  clause,  if  it  passed,  would  make  it 
almost  impossible  to  demand  a  poll,  and 
e<mstituted  another  step  in  the  direction 
of  taking  away  powers  now  enjoyed  ^by 
the  ratepayers. 

Amendment  moved— 

"In  page  S,  line  18,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
'  m»  handred'  and  to  insert  the  word  '  twenty ' 
•nd  leave  out  the  words  '  one-twentieth '  and 
to  insert  the  words  '  one-hundredth.' '' — {Lord 
Avdnay.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  one  hundred '  and  '  one-twentieth  ' 
stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Lord  KENYON  said  the  Government 
could  not  agree  to  the  Amendment.  If 
they  could  not  find  100,  or  one-twentieth, 
whichever  might  be  the  less,  within 
seven  days  to  demand  a  poll,  there 
seemed  no  good  reason  for  a  poll. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  ^Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Formal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule  2,  agreed  to. 

BUI  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended. 


EDUCATION  (BORROWING)  BILL. 

ISecond  Rbadino]. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  KENYON :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  Bill  to  enable  the  local  education 
authorities  to  put  themselves  in  a 
satisfactoiy  condition  financially.  Many 
of  them  have  found  themselves  in  a 
position  of  difficulty,  from  a  financial 
point  of  view,  in  bringing  the  Act  into 
operation,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
have  not  sufficient  funds  at  their  dis- 
posal during  the  first  year.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  meet  the  difficulties  that 
have  arisen  by  enabling  the  local  edu- 
cation authorities,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  to  borrow^ 
under  Section  19  of  the  Act  of  1902  or 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  Board  may 
approve,  such  sums  as  are  required  to 
provide  a  working  balance  to  carry  the 
Act  into  effect.  The  Bill  has  passed 
through  the  other  House  without 
opposition,  and  I  trust  your  Lordships 
will  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  8*. — 
{Lord  Kenyan.) 

The  Marquis  of  RIPON:  I  under- 
stand from  the  noble  Lord  that  this  Bill 
is  to  meet  a  temporary  requirement, 
namely,  the  bringing  into  operation  of 
the  Act  of  last  year.  But  the  terms  of 
the  BUI  are  quite  general,  and  they 
would  enable  County  Councils,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
to  borrow  money  for  the  purposes  of 
putting  themselves  in  funds  not  only 
for  the  special  purpose  intended  but  on 
any  occasion  whatever. 

♦Lord  HERRIES  :  I  think  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Government  has  not 
seen  its  way  to  give  more  money  to  the 
County  Councils  to  bring  the  Education 
Act  into  operation.  When  the  Govern- 
ment instituted  the  Act  they  ought  cer- 
tainly to  have  anticipated  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  the  County  Councils 
to  provide  the  money  without  increasing 
the  rates  to  a  very  great  extent  "We 
have  been  obliged  to  do  so  in  my  county 
for  this  year,  and  that  has  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  opposition  which  the 
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Act  has  received  in  many  quarters.  I 
believe  that  many  of  those  who  oppose 
the  Act  keep  their  consciences  in  their 
pockets,  and  that  in  consequence  of  find- 
ing that  they  were  to  be  called  upon  to 
pay  such  a  high  rate  they  have  discovered 
conscientious  motives  for  not  paying  it 
at  all.  If  the  Government  had  Kept  the 
com  tax  on  for  another  year,  that 
£2,500,000  might  have  been  given  over 
to  the  County  Councils  in  order  to  bring 
this  Act  into  operation.  Even  if  the 
money  is  borrowed,  it  will  eventually 
come  out  of  the  rates.  The  rate  whicn 
agriculturists  will  have  to  pay  for  educa- 
tion may  amount  to  10  or  20  per  cent,  of 
their  net  incomes.  In  some  years  I  dare- 
say they  will  have  to  pay  more.  I  know 
a  case  of  a  large  tenant  farmer  pajdng  a 
rental  of  £1,200  a  year,  who  probably 
this  year  will  not  have  a  clear  income  of 
£200.  Yet  he  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
6d.  in  the  pound  on  £1,200  a  year.  I 
must  say,  on  behalf  of  agriculturists,  that 
I  think  a  great  deal  too  much  is  expected 
from  them  towards  bringing  the  Education 
Act  into  operation.  In  order  to  relieve 
the  ratepayers  to  a  certain  extent  the 
Government  bring  in  this  Bill  to  allow 
them  to  borrow  money,  but  I  object  to 
this  charge  eventually  falling  on  the  rate- 
payers. 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  wish  to  raise  a  much  more 
fundamental  objection  to  this  Bill  than 
that  which  has  been  raised  by  my  noble 
friend.  It  is  this.  The  Bill  says  that 
you  may  borrow  such  sums  as  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  are  required  to 
provide  a  working  balance  for  carrying 
the  Act  into  effect.  Why  should  Educa- 
tion Committees  or  County  Councils  be 
expected  to  borrow  money  at  all  for  this 
purpose )  I  happen  to  be  on  one  of  these 
Education  Committees,  and  I  know  that  we 
are  bankrupt.  We  have  got  no  money,  and 
a  great  many  parish  schools  are  in  exactly 
the  same  position.  I  ventiu«d  to  point 
this  out  to  your  Lordships  when  the  Bill 
was  before  the  House.  I  predicted  that 
we  should  all  be  without  money,  and  that 
is  exactly  what  has  happened..  I  submit 
that  when  the  Bill  was  drawn  care  ought 
to  have  been  taken  to  provide  for  this 
period  of  transition.  Unfortunately  no 
such  care  was  taken,  and  all  Education 
Committees,  I  presume — certainly  I  can 
speak  for  the  one  of  which  I  am  a  Member 

Lord  Henies. 


— find  themselves  in  very  great  straits  and 
do  not  know  what  to  do.  Surely  the 
fact  that  this  Bill  has  to  be  introduced  is 
in  itself  a  condemnation  of  the  scheme, 
and  shows  that  sufScient  care  was  not 
bestowed  on  the  financial  portion  of  the 
Act. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  simple  reason  for  this  Bill,  I  think, 
is  to  be  found  in  this  fact,  that  the 
financial  year  of  the  schools  which  hare 
to  be  taken  over,  does  not  in  all  cases,  at 
perhaps  in  many  cases,  fit  in  with  th» 
precise  time  when  the  new  authority  has 
to  commence  its  work,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  working  balance  there  must 
be  recoxirse  to  this  system  of  borrowing. 
The  safeguards  in  the  Bill  are  sufficient, 
because  the  purpose  for  which  the 
borrowing  is  to  take  place  is  to  provide  a 
working  balance  for  carrying  the  Acfc 
into  effect,  and  it  has  to  be  by  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  see  that  a  large  sum  in 
excess  of  what  is  a  fair  working  balance 
is  not  asked  for  by  the  local  authority.  I 
cannot  but  admit  that  the  circumstancea 
in  which  some  County  Councils  have 
found  themselves  are  unfortunate,  but 
in  the  commencement  of  a  new  scheme  of 
this  kind,  when  many  institutions  have  to- 
be  taken  over  whose  financial  years  d<y 
not  end  at  the  same  time,  the  difficulty  ia 
unavoidable,  and  this  is  the  best  means  of 
getting  over  it. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGHJ: 
The  cau^e  of  the  difficulty  is  this,  that 
the  Government  do  not  pay  their  con- 
tribution to  the  education  expenses 
as  they  are  incurred,  and  the  GDunty 
Council  have  to.  If  the  Government 
had  paid  their  contributions  with 
promptitude  as  they  became  due  the 
difficulty  would  not  have  arisen  to  the 
present  extent. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
think  there  is  some  ambiguity  in  the- 
expression,  "  when  the  money  becomes 
due."  The  money  becomes  due,  I 
understand,  after  the  inspection,  and 
the  local  authority  must  carry  on  the 
school  till  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 
I  believe  the  contributions  at  the- 
end  of  the  financial  year  will  balance,, 
but  it  is  to  carry  the  work   on  during 
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the  months  until  the  grant«Iare  really 
receiraUe  from  the  Government  that 
thia  power  to  borrow  is  required. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thiirsday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (TRANSFEK  OF 
POWERS)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

LOBD  KENYON:  My  Lords,  under 
the  Act  of  1888,  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  empowered  to  make  Pro- 
Tisonal  Orders  to  transfer  to  couatiea 
and  County  Boroughs  certain  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Department. 
In  doing  so  they  have  to  transfer  them 
to  all  the  County  Councils  and  County 
Boroughs  in  England.  The  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  allow  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  specify  the  particular 
County  or  County  Borough  to  which 
they  wish  to  transfer  their  pow,  rs. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\—{Lffrd  Kenyan.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

NEWCASTLE  CHAPTER  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL  [H.u]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 


♦The  lord  BISHOP  of  ST.  ALBANS : 
My  Lords,  this  Bill  asks  for  no  public 
money  and  raises  no  controversial  ques- 
tions. It  has  received  the  consent  of 
all  the  parties  concerned,  and  has  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  and  the  Home  Office.  It 
is  a  simple  matter  of  administration  to 
enable  the  income  of  the  vicarage  of 
Newcastle,  together  with  the  income  of 
the  csnonry  established  by  Order  in 
Council  in  1884,  to  be  merged  in  the 
deanery,  and  for  some  subsidiary  objects 
which  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
enter  into  at  this  stage.  If  I  include  a 
part    ai   spent    in    the    providon   and  1 


equipment  of  a  house  where  one  of  the 
canons  lives  with  seven  young  graduateSr 
whom  he  prepares  for  the  ministry, 
a  sum  of  about  £33,000  has  be«i 
contributed  by  Northumberland  laymen 
for  the  estobiishment  of  a  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Newcastle,  and  in  addition 
there  will  be  an  annual  sum  which  will 
eventually  come  to  the  Chapter  in  the 
next  vacancy  in  the  archdeaconry  of 
Northumberland.  I  venture  to  think 
that  a  diocese  which  has  shown  such 
attachment  to  its  cathedral  is  entitled 
to  come  to  Parliament  and  ask  for  the 
removal  of  statutory  anomalies  which 
hinder  the  free  operation  of  the  New- 
castle Chapter  Act,  1884. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'— 
(The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Albans.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»,  and  com- 
mittedtoaCommittee  of  the  Whole  House 
en  Monday,  the  6th  of  July  next. 

THE  HOUSE  AND  THE  FRIENDLY 

SOCIETIES. 
♦The  Earl  OF  NORTHBROOK,  who- 
had  the  following  notice  on  the  Paper, 
"To  move  that  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  or  otherwise  of  limiting 
the  discretion  given  to  boards  of  guar- 
dians in  dealing  with  members  of  friendly 
societies  under  the  Out-door  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,"  said, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  be  in  the  recollection 
of  your  Lordships  in  stating  that  when 
the  Outdoor  Rdief  (Friendly  Societies) 
Bill  came  before  your  Loi-dships  for 
Second  Reading  my  desire  was  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committer. 
I  entertained  that  desire  mainly  in  the 
interesto  of  the  friendly  societies,  because 
the  Bill,  although  supported  unanimoudy 
I  believe  at  great  meetings  of  friendly 
societies,  contained  a  clause  which  altered 
the  power  given  to  boards  of  guardian* 
by  the  Act  of  1894,  in  respect  to  the 
relief  of  members  of  friendly  societies. 
This  was  a  permissive  power  to  con- 
sider the  cases  of  persons  who  had 
made  savings  with  friendly  societies. 
The  Bill  then  before  your  Lordships 
however,  turned  that  permissive  power 
into  an  absolute  enactment  that  boarda 
of  guardians  should  not  consider  any 
amount  up  to  Ss.  that  was  receivable  by 
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members    of    friendly   societies   as  sick 

ry  when  they  applied  for  outdoor  relief, 
felt,  and  I  thmk  your  Lordships  felt, 
judging  by  the  division  which  took  place, 
that  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  friendly 
societies  was  not  made  out  to  your  Lord- 
ships' satisfaction;  that  there  was  no 
proof  shown  to  us  that  the  power  given 
to  boards  of  guardians  by  the  Act  of 
1894  had  not  been  exercised  in  favour  of 
members  of  friendly  societies;  and  my 
desire  was  to  give  to  the  friendly 
societies  an  opportunity  of  stating  their 
case  before  a  Select  Committee  of  your 
Lordships,  in  order  that  when  the  question . 
came  up  again  there  should  be  more 
material  before  the  House  for  arriving  at 
&  decision.  Since  I  put  down  my  notice 
I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  opposite,  Loid 
James  of  Hereford,  who  moved  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  my  noble 
friend  behind  me,  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
who  objects  to  my  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee, would,  even  if  your  Lordships  as- 
sented to  the  Committee,  not  be  willing 
to  serve  on  it.  I  have  also  reason  to 
believe  that  the  great  friendly  societies 
have  arrived  at  the  determination, 
supposing  your  Lordships  were  to 
consent  to  my  Motion,  to  decline  to  give 
evidence  before  the  Committee.  I  wish 
to  ask  the  noble  Earl  behind  me  whether 
such  is  the  fact. 

The  Earl  OF  PORTSMOUTH:  When 
I  received  private  notice  of  the  Question 
1  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting the  representatives  of  the 
Manchester  Unity  of  Oddfellows,  the 
Foresters,  and  other  great  friendly 
societies,  and  the  representatives  of  those 
societies,  which  have  in  the  aggregate  a 
membership  of  over  4,000,000,  have 
unanimously  told  me  that  they  have  no  in- 
tention if  any  such  Committee  is  formed 
togive  any  evidence  before  it.  They  have 
no  desire  to  act  discourteously,  but  they 
feel  that  this  is  a  matter  of  principle  on 
which  they  must  decline  to  alter  their 
views  at  all. 

*The  lord  archbishop  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  I  should  like, 
After  the  answer  which  has  been  given 
by  the  noble  Earl,  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  subject.  I  think  it  would  be  most 
unfortunate  if  there  were  any  misunder- 
standing outside  as  to  the  grounds  on 
The  Earl  of  Northbrook. 
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which  the  Motion  will  now,  I  presume. 
be  withdrawn.  It  is  on  the  ground  that 
the  friendly  societies  decline  to  tell  us  on 
what  reason  they  base  their  claim  for 
exceptional  treatment  being  accorded 
to  this  particular  form  of  thrift.  It  is  not 
accordeid  to  other  modes  of  saving 
within  the  friendly  society  itself,  and  it 
is  not  accorded  to  the  deferred  annuities 
which  the  Government  itself  through 
the  Post  Office  advocates  and  guarantees. 
I  and  others  are  most  anxious  to  support 
this  Bill  in  principle,  believing  in 
every  fair  and  reasonable  encourage- 
ment to  thrift,  but  the  Bill  says  that 
distinct  preferential  treatment  of  the 
most  marked  kind  shall,  without  any 
exercise  of  discretion,  be  given,  not 
to  friendly  societies  altc^ther,  or  to 
their  thrift  funds,  but  to  one  parti- 
cular branch  of  the  friendly  societies 
work — namely,  that  which  relates  to  sick 
pay  as  contrasted  with  pensions  or  any  - 
thing  else.  I  desire  with  all  my  heart  to 
foster  the  friendly  societies,  entertaining 
as  I  do  the  strongest  possible  opinion 
as  to  the  incalculable  value  of  the  service 
they  are  rendering  to  the  country,  but  it 
is  their  responsibility  and  not  mine  if 
they  decline  to  give  this  House  the 
opportunity  we  ask  for  when  we  claim 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed, 
before  whom  evidence  may  be  given  to 
show  us  why  these  particular  sick  funds 
should  be  differentiated  from  every  other 
form  of  thrift.  They  may  be  able  to 
give  us  conclusive  reasons ;  all  that  we 
ask  is  to  be  told  what  these  are. 

♦Lord  JAMES   of   HEREFORD:    I 
share  with  the   most  rev.  Primate  the 
desire  that  there  should  be  no  misunder- 
standing outside.    I   am  astonished   at 
the  position  which  the  right  rev.  Primate 
I  takes  up.    The   grounds  of  the    claim 
have  been  stated  over  and  over  again, 
I  and  in  consequence  of  what  was  stated 
I  the  Houseof  Commons  have  unanimously 
I  given  to  the   friendly  societies    special 
I  treatment.    The  Bill  has  been  discOssed 
in   this  House,   and    the    reasons   why 
I  friendly  societies    should    be    specially 
treated  were  stated  by  my  noble  friend 
j  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  and  myself — 
I  they  were  also  stated  in  the  other  House, 
]  and  yet  the  most  rev.  Prelate,  after  the 
I  Bill  has  been  thoroughly  discussed  says, 
i  "  I  knew  nothing  about  it  and  the  only 

Digitized  by  V^OOyit^ 


249 


Privaie 


{23  June  1903} 


Bill  Business. 


260 


my  I  «an  acquire  knowledge  is  by  a ; 

Committee."  i 

*Thk  lord  archbishop  of  CAN-  ■ 
TERBURY  :   I  by  no  means  say  I  knoir  | 
nothing  about  it.    I  have,  I  think,  read  | 
erery  debate  which  has  taken  place  on  '■ 
the  subject,  and  all  the  pamphlets  on 
both  sides.     What  I  fail  to  find  is  any 
adequate  statement  of  the  reasons  for 
setting  apart    this  particular  mode  of 
thrift    and    distinguishing    it    from  all 
others. 

•Lord    JAMES    or    HEREFORD :  j 
Nobody  has  ever  asked  for  this  Com- 
mittee until  the  present  moment,  and  I  \ 
think  in    the   circumstances  that    the  \ 
proposal    is   extremely   discourteous   to 
the   House    of    Commons  and    to   the 
friendly  societies.    Surely  the  reasons  for 
the  preference  are  to  be  stated  in  debate, 
and   not    proved    by    oral    testimony. 
The  facts  are  known,  and  they  can  be 
argued  upon  in  debate.  | 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morlet):  I  fail  to  see 
any  discourtesy  to  the  friendly  societies  | 
m  asking  them  to  appear  before  a  Com- 
mittee and  give  evidence  why  this ! 
particular  fund  should  receive  differen- 
tial and  preferential  treatment.  I  think 
that  as  the  friendly  societies  refuse  to 
give  that  evidence,  the  noble  Earl  is 
justified  in  refusing  to  go  on  with  his 
Motion.  In  the  circumstances,  it  would 
be  only  a  one-sided  inquiry,  and  that 
would  be  absolutely  noseless. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
I  want  to  make  my  position  and  that  of 
the  Government  clear.  While  the 
Grovemment  accepted  the  decision  of 
t^e  House  with  regard  to  the  Bill,  they 
would  not  object  to  the  Motion  of  the 
noble  Earl  if  he  proceeded  with  it. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  I 
deeply  regret  that  the  great  friendly 
societies  should  have  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  their  interests  to  decline  to 
S've  evidence  before  a  Committee.  The 
ouse  is  not  actuated  by  any  hostility 
to  these  societies;  we  recognise  their 
excellent  services  to  the  community ; 
but  when  the  House  considers  that  the 
information  at  thar  disposal  with  regard 


to  a  particular  Bill  is  not  sufficient  to 
enaUe  them  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
with  regard  to  it,  they  are  entitled  to 
ask  for  a  Committee.  But,  in  the 
circumstances,  it  would  be  futile  for  me 
to  proceed  with  my  Motion. 

Hoase  adjooriMd  at  ten  minatas 
before  Eisht  o'clock,  to  Thurs- 
day next,n»U-iwatTeiio'clock» 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  23rd  June,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied  with,  viz.  : —  Carmarthenshire 
Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords] ;  Manchester 
Southern  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Derby 
Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Bournemouth  Cor- 
poration Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Harrogate  Water  Bill  [Lords];  Rick- 
mansworth  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Belfast  Water  Bill  [Lords];  Harrow 
Road  and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill; 
Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords].  To  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next. 

DAiinage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  ProvisiontJ  Order  Bill.  Read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


251 


Petitions. 


{COMMONS} 


Petitions. 


262 


North  BritishRail  way  (General  Powers) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].  Bead 
«  second  time ;  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill. 
Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

'    Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
K^eorge  Bartley  and  Captain  Balfour. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  17)  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
'(No.  2)  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]. 
Heport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill.  Reported  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  con- 
firmed].   Report  to  lie  upon  the  Tabla 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Tynemouth  and  District  Tram- 
ways    Bill    [Lords].       Reported,     with 


Amendments;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
Bill  [Lords],  imported,  with  Amend- 
ments.     Report  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
iipon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  255.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company  Bill,  with  an 
Amendment ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Commercial 
Gas  Bill;  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  :  Staffordshire  and 
Worcestershire  Canal  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 


Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  Reported, 
with  Amendments  [Provisional  Orders 
confirmed].  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Bil^  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  Skirlaugh  ; 
Bollington ;  Parkstone ;  and,  Sydenham  : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  National  Chamber  ■  of 
Trade,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DETENTION  OF  POOR  PERSONS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition*  in  favour :  from  Rosem&rkie ; 
Enookbain ;  Avoch ;  and,  Resolis ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENEWAL). 

Petitions  for  legislation:  fromFolham; 
and,  Hornsey ;  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe. 
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LICENSES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL,  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION  FOR  NON  -  RENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against:  from  Ashton-under- 
Lyne ;  Plymouth  (two) ;  Moreoambe  ; 
and  liverpool ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  East  Mailing ; 
St  Qeorge  in  the  East ;  Richmond 
(Surrey) ;  Eew ;  Mereworth ;  BoUington; 
and  Great  Yarmouth;  to  lie  upon  the 
TaUe. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 

Petition,  from  Salisbury,  in  favour: 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 
Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law :  from 
Dailington ;  and  Brighouse ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (EDUCATION 
COMMITTEES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of 
Schemes  for  the  formation  of-  Education 
Committees  approved  during  the  month 
of  May  1903,  by  the  Board  of  Education 
nnder  Section  17  of  the  Education  Act  of 
1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
MIDDLESEX). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex altering  certain  Polling  Districts  in 
the  Homsey  Parliamentary  Division  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FINANCE  ACCOUNTS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Finance  Accounts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
219.] 

BAST  INDIA  (INDIA  OFFICE,  RETIRE- 
MENT  AT  65). 

Betnm  presented,  relative  thereto 
(Address  18th  June  — iorrf  George 
aamiU(m\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies    presented,   of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,   Annual  Series,   Nos. 
3006  to  3008  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Navy— Warrant  Bank  for  Chief  Writers. 
Mr.  REGIN.ALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth): To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  announce 
any  intention  of  conferring  warrant 
rank  on  a  certain  number  of  chief 
writers  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Amold-Forster.) 
There  is  no  present  intention  of  con- 
ferring the  rank  of  warrant  officers  on 
chief  writers. 

Trade  of  BritiBh  Colonies  with  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Me.  FULLER  (Wiltshire,  Westbury): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  statement,  as  a 
supplement  of  the  White  Paper  [Cd.  1 638], 
showing  the  value  of  the  trade  of  the 
various  British  Colonies  and  Possessions 
with  the  United  Kingdom,  other 
British  Possessions,  and  foreign  countries 
for  the  years  1890  to  1900  inclusive. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  A 
statement  shall  be  prepared  showing 
the  trade  of  the  various  British  Colonies 
and  Possessions,  inclusive  of  bullion 
and  specie,  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
other  British  Possessions,  and  foreign 
countries  during  each  of  the  years 
1890-1900. 

FileCntttnx  Trade— Special  Bnles 
Arbitration. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  inform  the  House  what 
has  been  the  result  of  the  arbitration  on 
the  special  rules  in  the  fib  cutting  trade 
lately  held  in  Sheffield. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  have  received  the  Report  of 
Mr.  Chester  Jones  whom  I  appointed  to 
hold  an  inquiry  under  Sectioti  81    of  the 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  with 
regard  to  the  draft  file  cutting  regulations 
of  October  1902,  and  I  have  now  made 
the  regulations  with  the  modifications 
suggested  in  that  Report.  The  regula- 
tions and  the  Report  were  presented  to 
Parliament  yesterday. 

Proceedings  Under  the  Truck  Act- 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  decision  given  at  Stourbridge, 
and  quoted  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Factories,  that  all  proceed- 
ings under  the  Truck  Act  affecting  per- 
sons employed  in  factories  and  workshops 
must  be  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Inspectors 
of  Factories;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  steps  were  taken  to  appeal 
against  that  decision;  and,  if  so,  with 
vt'hat  result. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas).  The  decision  referred  to  was 
brought  to  my  notice ;  but,  as  the  case 
was  not  one  to  which  the  Home  Office 
was  a  party,  my  Department  had  no 
power  to  appeal  against  the  decision.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  decision  of  the 
justices  was  right,  and  I  believe  that,  as 
stated  in  the  Memorandum  on  the  Truck 
Acts  issued  by  the  Home  Office,  a  pro- 
secution under  those  Acts  may  be 
instituted  by  anyone.  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
justices  in  this  case  is  generally  held. 

Bent  Allowance  for  Suburban  Constables 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  in  view 
of  the  increase  in  suburban  rents,  he  can 
see  his  way  to  grant  to  the  constables 
serving  outside  the  boundaries  of  the 
metropolitan  boroughs  such  allowances 
in  aid  of  rent  as  are  granted  to  constables 
serving  within  the  metropolitan  boroughs. 

{Ansvxred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Doughs.)  I  have  not  seen  any  reason 
which  would  lead  me  to  depart  irom  the 
decision  of  my  predecessor  in  this  matter. 

Fngiinh  Evening  Mail  f^om  Comber- 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  seeing  that  the  train  which 
leaves  Newtownards  with  the    English 


mail,  6.25  p.m.  passes  through  Comber  at 
6.35  p.m.,  he  can  arrange  to  carry  the 
mail  from  Comber  instead  of  letters  being 
sent  by  bicycle  or  on  foot  as  at  present. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.} 
I  will  make  inquiry  on  the  question  <^ 
despatching  the  mail  from  Comber  by 
the  train  referred  to,  and  I  will  communi- 
cate the  result  to  the  hon.  Member  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Telegraph  and  Sorting  Clerks— 
Besignations. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster  -  General 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
telegraphists  and  sorting  clerks  who  have 
voluntarily  resigned  the  service  for 
employment  in  other  branches  of  the  Civil 
Sei-vice  during  the  past  five  years,  or 
have  left  to  enter  private  employment 
during  the  same  period. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  am  not  able  to  answer  this  question,  as 
the  causes  of  resignation  are  not  always 
stated. 

I      Delay  in  Bepayments  of  Income  Tax- 

!      Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  To  ask 

I  the  Secretary    to  the  Treasury  whether 

he  is  aware  that    applications    sent  to 

Somerset  House  in  April  for  the  return 

of  Income  Tax  have  not  yet  been  decided 

upon;  and   whether,  in  view  of  the  in» 

convenience    caused    by    this  delay    to 

i  people  of  small  incomes,  he  will  cause 

inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  delay,  with 

a  view  to   establishing    a    more    rapid 

system  for  future  years. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)    It  is  true 

that    there    has    this    year    been    un* 

usual   delay  in  dealing  with   claims   for 

repayment  of  Income  Tax,  owing  to  the 

enormous     and    rapid    growth    in    the 

,  number    of     such     claims     in     recent 

I  years.      The  number  of  repayments  in 

'  England  and  Wales  in  1899-1900  was 

!  about  225,000,  whereas  this  year  it    is 

expected  to    be  well  over  400,000,    or 

nearly  double.    As  a  result  of  this  increase 

!  the  work  has  outstripped  the  capacity  of 

'  the  present  sta£f  in  the  busier  months  of 

the    year,    and    arrangements    are     in 

progress  for  providing  improved  accom- 

mocuition  so  as  to  permit  of  an  adequate 

enlargement  of  the  staff.    This  will  be 

available  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
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it  is  hoped  that  the  delays  experienced 
this  year  will  not  again  recur.  Mean- 
while the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  must 
plead  for  patience  and  indulgence  on  the 
part  of  the  public.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  many  of  the  claims  require 
careful  investigation,  often  involving 
numerous  references  to  local  officers  and 
others,  and  that  considerable  delay  may 
arise  in  certain  cases  from  this  cause 
alone,  apart  from  the  general  cause  ex- 
plained above. 

Increase  of  Bnssian  Navy. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (ChMter):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  Admiralty  have  any  information  to 
the  effect  that  the  Russian  Government ' 
has  determined  to  strengthen  the  fleet  I 
which  it  maintains  in  the  Far  East  and  ' 
aUo  to  add  to  its  force  in  the  Black  Sea, 
and,  in  accordance  with  this  decision,  to 
lay  down  forthwith  two  new  battleships 
of  12,000  tons  at  Nicolaiev  and  Sevastopol 
and  to  take  in  hand  three  new  destroyers 
in  the  Black  Sea ;  and  whether,  includ- 
ing the  ships  which  are  to  be  laid  down 
in  the  Baltic  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year,  this  makes  a  total  Russian  pro- 
gramme for  1903-4  of  eight  new  battle- 
ships. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  AmcM-Forsler.)  The 
Admiralty  has  received  no  special  infor- 
mation to  the  effect  of  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  but  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  Russian  Government 
to  send  new  ships  as  completed  to  the 
East  and  to  recall  older  ships  when  thus 
relieved,  an  operation  which  tends  to 
increase  the  fleet  in  Eastern  waters.  In 
reply  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
Question  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Russian  Government  to 
lay  down  the  battleships  and  destroyers 
referred  to.  In  reply  to  the  third  para- 
graph, as  far  as  the  Admiralty  are  aware, 
the  number  of  battleships  or  first  class 
-cruisers  which  are  laid  down,  or  are 
about  to  be  laid  down,  is  six. 

Prize  Firing  in  the  Nary. 

Me.  YERBURGH :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Prize  Firing  Return  for  1902  of 
the  battleships  and  first  and  second  claos 
«ruiser8  of  the  Home  Squadron  shows 
1.096  rounds  fired   and  only5262  hits 
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made,  he  will  state  what  steps  the 
Admiralty  intend  to  take  to  secure  an 
improvement. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  AmaidrFmsltr.)  I 
have  made  it  clear  on  several  recent 
occasions  in  answer  to  Questions  in  the 
House,  that  the  Admiralty  are  fully  alive 
to  the  desirability  of  securing  an  improve- 
ment in  the  shooting  efficiency  of  the 
Fleet,  and  that  official  notice  is  taken  of 
results  which  are  considered  on  a  review 
of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
firing  to  be  unsatisfactory,  while  approval 
is  bestowed  on  ships  which  do  exception- 
ally well.  The  figures  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  refer  to  firing  at  a  somewhat 
remote  date,  and  any  questions  arising 
out  of  this  practice  have  been  already 
dealt  with  by  the  Admiralty,  and  no 
further  action  appears  to  be  called  for. 

Bebate  of  Duty  on  Molasses- 

Mr.  TOULMIN  (Lancashire,  Bury) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  large  stocks  of  molasses  under 
fifty  degrees,  which  is  almost  entirely 
used  for  feeding  purposes,  are  at  present 
lying  in  store  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
upon  which  the  duty  of  one  shilling  per 
hundredweight  has  been  paid  :  and.  if 
so,  if  the  same  rebate  will  be  allowed  in 
respect  of  such  stocks  as  is  to  be  allowed 
for  com  in  stock  on  30th  June. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  exact  amount  of  stocks 
of  these  molasses  ;  but  as  the  yearly  im- 
portation of  all  molasses  containing  not 
more  than  50  per  cent,  of  sweetening 
matter  for  whatever  use  is  only  about 
600,000  cwts.,  I  doubt  if  they  can  le 
very  large.  The  circumstances  of  the 
case  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  such  as 
would  in  any  way  justify  so  exceptional 
a  course  as  a  rebate  of  duty  on  thefo 
stocks ;  and  I  think  the  unusually  long 
period  of  notice,  together  with  bonding 
facilities,  amply  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  situation. 

Scotch  Local  Taxation  Account- 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.; : 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  will 
state  the  amount  paid  into  the  Local 
Taxation  Scotland  Account,  under  the 
provisions    of    the   Local  Government 

I 
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(Scotland)  Act,  1889,  in  each  financial 
year  up  to  and  including  Slst  March, 
1903  ;  also  the  amount  pa  d  in  each  year 
as  a  grant  tovards  relief  of  school  fees 
under  Sub-section  1  of  Section  1  of 
the  Education  and  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  showing 
in  a  separate  column  the  amount  paid 
in  each  year  to  the  local  authorities 
under  Sub-section  5  of  Section  2  of 
the  last  mentioned  Act. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Mvrray). 
The  hon.  Member  will  find  the  infor- 
mation he  desires  for  the  year  1890-1)1 
to  1901-2  on  pp.  78  to  91  of  the  final 
Beport  of  the  Koyal  Commission  on  Local 
Taxation  [Cd.  1067].  The  amounts  paid 
into  the  accounts  for  the  years  1902-3, 
which,  however,  are  not  yet  complete, 
amount  to  £624,000,  and  the  Fee  Grant 
as  estimated  amounts  to  £322,702.  The 
figures  for  the  grant  paid  to  local 
authorities  are  not  yet  available. 

Irish  School  Children— Exemption 
Certificates. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  regulations  have 
been  made  for  excusing  children  from 
attendance  at  school  in  districts  where 
attendance  is  compulsory,  since,  as 
results  have  been  abandoned,  they  can- 
not be  certified  as  having  passed  in  fifth 
standard. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Though 
examinations  for  results  fees  have  been 
abolished  the  classes  or  standards  have 
not  been  abolished,  and  there  is  a  pre- 
scribed programme  of  instruction  for 
each  standard.  The  principal  teacher 
can  always  certify  whether  a  pupil  has 
attained  such  proficiency  in  reading, 
writing,  and  elementary  arithmetic  as  is 
prescribed  for  the  fifth  standard,  and 
the  right  of  issuing  the  necessary  certifi- 
cate is  given  to  the  principal  teacher 
under  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Act. 

Irish  Ex-Officio  Magistrates— Disqualifica- 
tion owing  to  Imprisonment. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  will 
he^  state  whether  a  gentleman,  who  is 
an   ez-officio    magistrate  and  who  has 


been  deprived  of  his  commission  owing 
to  imprisonment  under  the  Criminal 
Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  will 
receive  a  fresh  commission  if  on  retiring 
from  the  office  by  virtue  of  which  he 
becomes  an  ez-officio  magistrate  he  is 
re-elected  for  the  same  at  any  subse- 
quent period. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Under 
Section  12  of  the  Application  of  Enact- 
ments Order,  which  is  identical  with 
the  46th  section  of  the  Enghsh  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  a  person  who 
has  been  convicted  of  a  crime  and 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  without  tne  option  of  a  fine  is 
disqualified  from  being  elected  or  being 
a  member  of  a  county  or  district  council. 
As  he  cannot,  therefore,  be  chairman  of 
either  of  these  councils  he  cannot  be  an 
ez-officio  magistrate.  A  commission  is 
not  issued  to  ex-officio  magistrates  of 
this  class,  j 

Changes  in  the  Works  Department  of  th» 
War  Office- 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  now  state  what  changes 
he  proposes  to  make  in  the  Works 
Department  of  the  War  Office,  and  also- 
inform  the  House  when  the  changes  will 
be  made. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodridc.)  E 
am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  on  this  subject. 


QUESTIONS  IN  TEE  HOUSE. 


Imperial  Yeomanry. 
Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,. 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  is  he  aware  that  the  men 
of  the  1901  batch  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
signed  for  their  accounts  at  Aldershot  be- 
fore being  discharged,  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  the  total  number  of  the  complaints 
then  made;  were  those  complaints  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  how  many  were 
owing  to  the  men  not  receiving  a  month's 
furlough  or  payment  in  lieu  thereof,  how 
many  were  owing  to  the  stoppage  of 
bounties  or  gratuities,  and  how  many 
were  direct  claims  against  officers  com- 
manding   companies;    and  will  he  also 


Digitized  by 


Google 


261 


Questions. 


{23  Junk  1903} 


Questions. 


262 


state  the  total  number  of  complaints  that 
have  been  received  since  the  men  were 
discharged  at  Aldershot. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Broorick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  have  already  given  the  hon. 
Member  ample  information  in  reply  to 
previous  Questionst  on  this  subject.  I 
cannot  undertake  to  give  him  the  detailed 
information  he  now  requires,  the  prepara- 
tion of  which  would  delay  the  heavy 
work  which  the  paymaster  and  his  staff 
are  endeavouring  to  complete.  If  he 
will  be  good  enough  to  refer  direct  to  the 
Chief  Paymaster,  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
this  officer  will  be  prepared  to  furnish 
him  personally  with  the  information  at 
his  disposal  in  regard  to  specific  cases. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD:  Have  the  officers 
been  consulted  with  regard  to  the  com- 
plaints received  since  the  men  were  dis- 
banded at  Aldershot  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  Sir.  But  this 
is  a  question  of  detail  which  cannot  be 
dealt  with  by  Question  and  Answer  across 
the  floor  uf  the  House.  I  am  prepared 
to  give  all  the  information  at  my  disposal, 
but  individual  cases  must  be  dealt  with 
by  the  officers  responsible. 

The  Constitation  of  Malta. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar):  In  accordance  with 
private  notice,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Secretary  whether  ne  can  give  to  the 
House  any  information  with  reference 
to  the  telegram  in  this  morning's  paper 
which  states  that  the  Constitution  of 
Malta  has  been  suddenly  and  radioally 
altered  in  such  a  way  that  the  official 
members  are  now  in  a  majority  instead 
of  the  elected  members.  Is  that  correct, 
and,  Ji  so,  on  what  ground  has  the 
alteration  been  made. 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THB  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Perhaps  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  say  that  we  have 
reverted  to  the  Constitution  which 
prevailed  in  Malta  for  many  years 
before  the  year  1887.  That  gave  to  the 
official  members  a  bare  majority  of  two 

t  See  (4)  Debatet,  oxziL,  1090. 


over  the  elected  members.  The  reason 
for  this  change  will  be  fully  explained 
in  the  Papers  which  I  propose  to  lay 
immediately  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House;  but,  as  the  hon.  Member  asks 
for  an  immediate  statement,  I  would 
say  that  the  difference  between  us  and 
the  elected  members,  which  has  con- 
tinued for  a  very  long  while,  is  due  to 
our  determination  to  preserve  the  free 
choice  of  the  people  of  Malta  as  regards 
the  foreign  language  which  they  wish 
to  have  taught  to  their  children.  The 
option  we  give  them  is  between  Italian 
and  English.  As  regards  their  own 
language  —  which  might  be  called  a 
taal — there  is  no  question  at  all.  That 
is  the  medium  for  the  instruction  of 
young  children  in  Malta ;  and  there 
never  has  been,  and  probably  never  will 
be,  any  question  in  regard  to  it.  The 
question  is  what  other  language  they 
should  learn.  We  have  decided  that  the 
parents  themselves  should  choose.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  elected  members 
have  demanded  that  we  should  make 
Italian  compulsory,  and,  failing  our 
assent  to  that  proposiiion,  they  have 
again  and  again  refused  all  the  educa- 
tion estimates.  It  is  impossible  to  go 
on  in  these  circumstances,  and  we  have 
reverted,  as  we  warned  them  we  should 
do,  to  the  Constitution  of  1887. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W,):  How 
do  you  get  the  o[Hnion  of  the  parents 
except  through  the  elected  members  t 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  By  in 
quiry  of  the  parents  what  their  opinions 
are. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  How 
has  this  inquiry  been  carried  out  t 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERIAIN :  I  do  not 
know  that  the  Papers  I  propose  to  lay 
immediately  will  cover  that  particular 
point ;  but  there  are  other  Papers 
which  will  show  it  very  fully.  But  the 
process  is  explained  in  a  sentence.  We 
ask  the  parents — [An  Hon.  Msmbeb  : 
Every  parent  t]  —  yes,  every  parent, 
when  they  send  their  children  to  school 
whether  they  desire  that  their  children 
should  be  taught  Italian  or  English. 
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Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin,  N.):  Since 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  reverted 
to  the  ancient  Constitution  of  Malta, 
does  he  contemiJate  a  similar  step  in 
regard  to  the  Australian  colonies  and 
Canada  t 

£No  answer  was  returned.] 

Motor-Oars— Furious  Driving. 
General  LAUAIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  heard  at  Marlborough 
Street  Police  Court  on  the  16th  instant 
when  a  motor-car  driver  was  convicted 
of  driving  furiously  in  Hyde  Park,  and 
to  the  comments  ot  the  magistrate  when 
passing  sentence  upon  the  grossness  of 
this  case  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  fine 
of  £5  that  he  was  empowered  by  law  to 
pass ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  infractions 
of  the  law  by  motor-car  drivers,  and  the 
consequent  danger  to  the  public,  he  will 
obtain  legislation  to  enable  magistrates 
to  inflict  adequate  penalties  for  this 
particular  offence  pending  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  for  the  general  regula- 
tion of  motor-cars. 

*The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's):  I  have 
seen  newspaper  reports  of  the  case 
referred  to.  I  think  that  the  question 
of  increased  penalties  is  one  which  must 
be  considered  in  connection  with  any 
Bill  for  the  regulation  of  motor-cars. 

General  LAURIE:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seen  the  report  in  The 
Times,  which  shows  that  the  remarks  of 
the  magistrate  were  far  more  severe 
than  they  appear  in  the  Question  t 

♦Mb.  akers  DOUGLAS :  I  have  not, 
Sir. 

Smallpox  in  North  Staffordshire- 

MB.COGHILL(Stoke-upon-Trent):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  any 
information  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
smallpox  epidemic  in  North  Stafford- 
shire, and  whether  he  can  state  if  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  taking  any 
steps  to  deal  with   it;    whether  there 


have  been  any,  and,  if  so,  how  many, 
deaths  from  smallpox  in  the  Potteries 
within  the  last  ten  days;  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  satisfied 
with  the  hospital  accommodation  ut 
present  provided  at  the  Bagnall  Joint 
Hospital  in  the  event  of  any  further 
spreading  of  the  epidemic  ;  and  whether 
he  can  state  by  how  many  differe:it 
authorities  this  hospital  is  controlled. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr,  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.  R.,  Tbirsk) :  Ac- 
cording to  Returns  received  by  me,  it 
appears  that  during  the  past  eleven 
weeks  thirty-seven  cases  of  smallpox  have 
occurred  in  the  Potteries.  I  am  informed 
that  there  have  been  no  deaths  from 
smallpox  in  the  district  during  the  last 
ten  days.  Except  for  a  few  cases  at 
Hanley,  the  epidemic  seems  practically 
to  have  ceased.  The  hospital  referred 
to  by  my  hon.  friend  is  under  the  control 
of  the  North  Staffordshire  Joint  Small- 
pox Hospital  Board  which  represents 
fourteen  sanitary  authorities.  The  Joint 
Hospital  Board  were  only  recently  con- 
stituted, and  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided by  them  for  smallpox  cases  was 
intended  to  meet  the  emergency  which 
then  existed.  It  was  not  such  as  in 
ordinary  circumstances  I  should  approve. 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Ootirt  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  O'DOWD  (SUgo,  S.) :  I  beg  U> 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether,  and,  if  so,  when,  he  intends  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  contempt  of 
Court  in  Ireland  by  the  introduction  of 
a  measure  restricting  the  power  at 
present  enjoyed  by  Irish  judges,  pf 
sentencing  Members  of  this  House  and 
others  whom  they  may  adjudge  guilty 
of  contempt  to  unlimited  terms  of  im- 
prisonment. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.):  The  Government  have 
already  stated  that  they  do  not  consider 
that  there  is  any  necessity  for  legislation 
in  this  matter.  The  provisions  of  the 
law  dealing  with  contempt  of  Court  are 
the  same  in  both  countries  and  are  well 
understood. 
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Mb.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Osaory) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  considers  desirable  a 
state  of  the  law  which  allows  the  tending 
of  political  opponents  to  gaol  for  an 
indefinite  period! 

Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  That 
is  a  matter  of  opinion  and  not  a  question 
of  fact. 

Irish  Bee-EMpinc  Industry- 

Mb.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  .the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  disease  of  foul  brood 
amongst  bees  is  spreading  over  Ireland, 
and  that  only  two  counties  are  at  present 
free  from  it;  whether  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  is  empowered  to  destroy 
iafected  stocks,  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
have  been  taken ;  and  whether,  in  the 
absence  of  such  powers,  he  will  introduce 
legislation  to  enable  the  Department  to 
stamp  out  the  disease  and  to  pay  the 
bee-keepers  whose  stocks  are  destroyed 
some  compensation;  and  will  he  state 
what  steps  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  take  with  regard  to  the  threatened 
destruction  of  an  industry  which  has 
been  promoted  in  many  districts  with 
their  assistance. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fok  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
disease  is  prevalent  in  Ireland.  Where 
the  owners  of  infected  stocks  in  con- 
gested districts  have  allowed  the  oflBcers 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
destroy  them  compensation  has  been 
paid.  The  Board  has  also  defrayed  the 
cost  of  experiments  in  treating  diseased 
stocks.  There  is  no  statutory  power, 
however,  to  compel  their  destruction, 
and  the  question  of  l^islation  is  under 
consideration. 

Irish  Prison  Warders  Holidays- 
Me.  JOHN  0'DONNELL(Mayo,S ):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  governors  of  His- 
Majesty's  prisons  in  Ireland  receive  six 
weeks  annual  leave,  that  chief  warders 
in  the  same  service  receive  three  weeks 
annual  leave,  and  that  ordinary  warders 
and  others  of  an  inferior  rank  to  chief 


warders  receive  only  fourteen  days 
annual  le  ve,  and  in  view  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  duties  of  ordinary  warders,  hi* 
will  advise  the  General  Prisons  Board  to 
extend  the  annual  leave  of  all  warders 
of  a  lower  rank  than  chief  warier  from 
fourteen  to  twenty-two  days. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  :  The  annual  leavo 
granted  to  warders  in  the  Irish  Prisons 
Service  under  the  rank  of  chief  warder 
is  fourteen  days.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reasons  for  recommending  an  extension 
of  this  period  of  leave,  which  is  the  same 
as  that  granted  to  warders  in  English 
prisons. 

Me.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years  ordinary 
warden  have  been  in  many  cases  denied 
even  the  fourteen  days  leave  to  which 
they  are  entitled  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  bring  any  such  cases  under 
my  notice. 

Labourers  Allotments  in  Cork. 

Me  SHEEH an  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain 
the  reasons  for  the  delay  in  providing 
the  extra  half  acres  to  labourers'  cottages 
in  the  Cork  rural  district,  representa- 
tions for  which  were  duly  made  about 
four  years  ago;  and  will  he  cause  sucii 
steps  to  be  taken  as  will  ensure  that  the 
scheme  for  providing  these  extra  half 
acres  will  be  speedily  completed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  District 
Council  wasin  ormed  on  the  4th  instant 
that  the  Provisional  Order  had  become 
absolute-  The  carrying  out  of  the  scheme 
under  the  Order  now  rests  entirely 
with  the  council. 

Motor-Cars— Ctordon-Bennett  Cup  Bace 

Mr.  LEAMY  (Kfldare,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  say  on  whom  will  fall  the  cost 
of  the  extra  police  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  during  the  raco 
tor  the  Gordon«Bennett  cup. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  hope  to  be  able 
torannounce  the  decision  of  the  Treasury 
on  Thursday. 

Tottenham  Estate,  County  Leitrim- 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  what  time  has 
elapsed  since  final  notices  for  sale  were 
served  on  the  tenants  of  the  Tottenham 
estate,  county  Leitrim,  which  estate  is  at 
present  in  Chancery;  whether,  seeing 
that  arrangements  for  squaring  the  rental 
were  perfected  over  twelve  months  ago, 
and  that  the  Sub-Commissioners  have 
since  acceded  to  an  application  of  the 
landlord's  solicitors  to  postpone  the 
hearing  of  fair  rent  applications  pending 
the  sale,  he  can  state  the  number  of 
ejectment  decrees  obtained  against  tenants 
on  this  estate  last  January,  and  the 
number  of  registered  served  on  others; 
and  whether  he  will  explain  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  this  sale,  and  say  if  further 
proceedings  will  be  stayed  against  the 
tenants  pending  such  sale. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Nearly  four  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  final  notice  of  sale 
was  served.  The  rental  was  settled  in 
July,  1902.  The  Land  Commissioners 
made  their  report  to  the  Land  Judge 
under  Section  40,  in  March  last.  This 
report  raises  numerous  questions  in 
respect  to  turbary  and  sub-lettings  which 
cannot  be  disposed  of  for  some  months. 
Nineteen  ejectment  decrees  were  obtained 
against  tenants,  and  caretakers  notices 
were  served  in  seventeen  cases.  The 
Land  Judge  is  always  willing  to  consider 
any  application  for  stay  of  ejectment 
proceedings,  pending  a  sale,  upon  reason- 
able terms,  but  he  cannot  permit  tenants 
to  withhold  payment  of  rent  until  the 
completion  of  proceedings. 

OoTemment  Ezpenditnre  in  Oalway  Oity- 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  much 
money  has  been  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment wir.hin  the  last  three  years  in 
Galway  City  upon  public  buildings  and 
public  works  other  than  prison,  police, 
and  army  barracks. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  i  je3,997  10s.  6d. 
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Mr.  MANSFIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Firpt  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
state,  in  connection  with  the  Govem- 
I  ment's  inquiry  into  the  proposal  of 
preferential  trading  with  the  colonies, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  ascertoin  the  views  of 
Colonial  Governments  as  to  the  details 
of  a  scheme  of  preferential  tariffs  ;  if  so, 
what  steps  they  propose  to  take  to 
ascertain  those  views ;  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  come  to 
a  decision  with  Colonial  Governments 
as  to  the  detoils  of  their  scheme  before 
such  scheme  is  placed  before  the  country  ; 
or  will  the  Government  formulate  their 
scheme  and  give  the  country  an  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  upon  it  before  it  is 
offered  to  the  colonies. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  think 
that  on  the  important  questions  which 
the  hoiL  Member's  Question  raises  it 
would  be  very  premature  for  me  to 
attempt  to  give  an  answer  at  present. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  May  I  ask  whether,  if 
those  communications  do  pass  between 
the  Colonial  Governments  and  His 
Majesty's  Government,  they  will  be  pre- 
sented to  this  House  t 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  right 
lion.  Gentleman  will  see  that  if,  as  I 
have  said,  all  statements  on  my  part  on 
this  question  would  be  premature,  a 
hypothetical  question  based  upon  a 
supposed  answer  must  be  still  more 
premature. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  "Treasury  in  what 
order  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  Votes  on 
Thursday. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  propose  to 
put  down  the  Home  Office  Vote  first, 
and  the  Scoteh  Estimates  second. 
Friday  will  be  the  last  of  the  Fridays 
devoted  to  Private  Members'  Bilk 
To-morrow  the  Land  Bill  will  be  taken 
at  the  afternoon  sitting  and  the  Finance 
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Bill  at  the  evening  sitting.  On  Monday 
next  the  Land  Bill  will  be  proceeded 
with. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Which  of  the  Scotch 
VoteB  will  be  put  down  first  1 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR;  The  Local 
Government  Board  Vote  is  the  first  in 
order. 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEE). 

^Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  C!om- 
mittee  of  Selection  ;  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure: — Mr. 
Charles  Seely;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution :  Sir  Charles  Dilke. 

'  Mr.  Halset  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  ;  That  they  had  added  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (in- 
cluding Agriculture  and  Fishing) 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  the  follow- 
ing fifteen  Members  in  respect  of  the 
Marine  Insurance  Bill  [Lords]  : — Sir 
William  Allan,  Sir  William  A.rrol,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  Sir  Francis  Evans,  Sir 
Forteaoud  Flannery,  Sir  Christopher 
Fumess,  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Mr.  Hain, 
Mr.  Helder,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr. 
David  Maclver,  Mr.  Maconochie,  Sir 
Charles  Palmer,  Sir  Robert  Ropner,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Wilson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee : — 

1.  "  That  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra 
Park  and  Palace  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  : — ^That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill."  j^  ^ 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Rochester 
Corporation  Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :— That  the 
parties  It  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 
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NEW  BILL 

CANAL  TRAFFIC  BILL. 
"  To  provide  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Canal  TraflSc,"  presented  by  Sir 
William  Holland ;  supported  by  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Emmott,  Mr. 
Field,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse,  Sir  Alfred 
Hickman,  Mr.  Parkes,  Mr.  Joseph 
Walton,  Mr.  Whitley,  and  Mr.  Wolff;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday, 
2nd  July,  and  to  be. printed.    [Bill  256.] 


FINANCE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.   J.   W.    LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

•Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.B.,  Barnsley)  proposed  the  substitu- 
tion of  Id.  for  Is.,  as  the  duty  on  ex- 
ported coal.  He  said  that  in  introducing 
the  Budget,  when  referring  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  remission  of  taxation,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had.  stated  that,  inas- 
much as  the  coal  tax  had  not  injuriously 
affected  the  quantity  of  cual  exported, 
he  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
j&10,500,000  to  remit  in  taxation,  and 
though  the  coal  tax  was  imposed  at  a 
time  when  the  financial  exigencies  of 
the  country  were  most  pressing,  the  coal 
tax — the  only  tax  levied  on  British  ex- 
ports—was, they  were  told,  not  to  be 
interfered  with  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  the  output  of  coal  was  greater  last 
year  than  in  any  preceding  year.  Last 
year  was  a  record  year  for  the  output 
of  coal,  the  quantity  being  no  less  than 
227  miUions  of  tons.  It  was  also  true 
that  the  exports  last  year  showed  an 
increase  of  1^  million  tons  over  the 
exports  of  the  preceding  year,  but  that 
increase  was  wholly  accounted  for  by 
the  increased  shipments  to  the  United 
States  of  America  and  to  France,  in 
consequence  of  the  great  strikes  ot  coal 
miners  which  had  occurred  in  those  two 
countries.  He  had  not  omitted  to 
notice  also  that  there  was  an  increase  in 
'  the  export  of  bunker  coal  last  year  as 
I  compared  with  the  preceding  year — an 
increase  of  1^  million  tons.     So  far  as 
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the  special  district  for  which  he  spoke 
\ra8  concerned — the  North  Eastern  part 
of  England — the  increase  in  the  export 
of  bunker  coal  had  been  200,000  tons. 
While  it  was  true  that,  owing  to  the 
exceptional  circumstances  of  the  coal 
Mtrikw  abroad,  there  was  in  1902  an 
increase  in  the  total  export  of  coal  as 
compared  with  1901,  it  was  equally  true 
that  the  exports  of  1902  as  compared 
with  the  year  1900  were  a  million  tons 
less,  and  would  have  been  more  than 
two  million  tons  less  had  it  not  been  for 
the  extra  demand  caused  by  the  strikes 
in  America  and  France.  The  absence  of 
a  diminution  of  exports  did  not  prevent 
Is.  per  ton  less  being  realised  at  the  pit's 
mouth  on  coal  for  export,  by  reason  of 
this  coal  tax,  where  they  had  to  enter 
into  competition  with  foreign  coal. 
Whereas  the  export  trade  had  been 
maintained,  the  fact  was  that  the  price 
of  coal  had  fallen  heavily  since  the  year 
1900,  and  there  had  been  no  correspond- 
ing reduction  in  the  cost  of  production. 
That  necessitated  collieries  working 
full  time  in  order  to  raise  the  coal  at  the 
minimum  of  cost.  It  was  better  to  suffer 
the  loss  of  Is.  per  ton,  on  the  proportion 
of  the  output  of  the  colliery  exported,  by 
reason  of  the  coal  tax,  in  order  to  enable 
fidl  time  to  be  worked,  and  to  avoid 
the  increase  of  cost,  amounting  from  3d. 
up  to  even  Is.  per  ton,  which  was  the 
result  of  working  on  short  time.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Ck>mmittee  would  quite  under- 
stand that  in  connection  mth  collieries, 
and  especially  with  those  which  had  heavy 
expenses  for  pumping,  etc.,  the  standing 
charges  varied  enormously  as  between 
working  short  and  full  time. 

In  1901  the  case  for  the  imposition 
of  the  coal  tax  rested  to  a  consider- 
able extent  upon  the  Returns  of  wages 
and  profits  in  the  coal  mines.  He  had 
obtained  a  Return  from  the  Govern- 
ment this  year  similar  to  a  Return 
issued  in  1901.  The  former,  in  his 
opinion,  contained  many  fallacious  state- 
ments, and  this  latter  Return  afforded 
striking  evidence  of  how  fallacious  were 
those  figures  and  estimates.  It  was  said 
in  the  Return  issued  on  the  10th  June 
that  the  price  of  coal  in  Northumberland 
and  Durham  had  only  fallen  3s.  per  ton 
between  the  years  1900  and  1902,  and 
that  in  Yorkshire  the  fall  in  price  had 
only  been  2s.  per  ton.  These  figures 
could  not  possibly  be  correct  in  face  of 

Mr.  Joseph  WaMon. 


the  fact  that  whereas  in  the  year  1900 
the  price  of  gas  coal  was  178.  per  ton, 
f.o.b.,  the  price  was  now  only  Ss.  6d.,  and 
that  the  locomotive  coal  for  which  rail- 
way companies  were  paying  168.  per  ton 
in  1900  was  at  the  present  moment, 
under  contract,  as  9s.  per  ton.  Fur- 
ther than  that  it  was  said  in  the 
Return  that  the  average  wages  in  North- 
umberland in  1900  were  358.,  in  Durham, 
34s.  lOd.,  and  in  Yorkshire  33s.  3d., 
while  in  1902  the  wages  were  27s.  8d., 
28s.  3d.,  and  33s.  3d.  respectively.  In 
the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Dur- 
ham wages,  which  were  regulated  by  the 
sellinij  price  of  coal  at  the  pit's  moutl^  had 
been  actually  reduced— in  Northumber- 
land by  35  per  cent.,  in  Durham  by  31^ 
per  cent. ;  and  in  Yorkshire  by  10  per 
cent.,  and  if  they  reduced  the  wages 
which  the  Return  stated  the  miners  were 
earning  in  1900  by  those  percentages, 
instead  of  having  the  figures  which  he 
bad  quoted  they  would  have  238.  for 
Northumberland,  23s.  lid.  for  Durham 
and  29s.  UdL  for  Yorkshire.  He 
thought  he  need  not  quote  any  further 
figures  in  order  to  prove  to  the  Com- 
mittee how  utterly  fallacious  were  those 
contained  in  the  Return  to  which  he 
had  referred  in  regard  to  wages  and  to 
the  profits  of  coal  owners. 

With  reference  to  the  coal  tax  there 
was  no  tax  which'  could  have  been 
imposed  which  was  more  unjust  or 
inaefensible.  It  was  a  violation  of 
the  principle  of  the  equal  incidence 
of  taxation;  it  was  a  tax  imposed 
upon  one  section  only  of  a  great  in- 
dustry, while  other  equally  great  and 
profitable  industries  had  no  correspond- 
ing tax  put  upon  them.  It  was  %  re- 
versal of  the  fiscal  policy  of  this  country. 
Capitalists  who  had  invested  their  capital 
in  the  sinking  of  colUeries  never  dreamed 
that  the  State  in  the  year  1902  would 
confiscate  £2,200,000  of  the  earnings 
gained  in  the  working  and  exporting  of 
coal,  all  of  which  loss  had  to  be  borne  by 
the  colliery  owners,  coal  miners, 
shipowners  and  seamen  of  this  country. 
Goal  was  the  only  British  export  upon 
which  any  tax  was  levied.  They  were 
told  that  this  year's  Budget  was  a  free 
trade  Budget,  but  he  submitted  that  so 
long  as  the  financial  arrangements  for 
the  year  included  the  imposition  of  the 
coal  tax  it  was  worse  than  any 
protectionist  Budget.    They   had  heard 
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1  good  deal  lately  about  preferential  tariff 
arrangements  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  This  was  a 
tariff  arrangement,  which  was  not  a  fair 

rade  arrangement  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies,  inasmuch  as 
it  handicapped  the  British  coal  producer 
and  gave  a  bounty  in  favour  of  the 
Ca'jadian,  AustraUan  and  Indian  pro- 
ducers in  certain  markets  where  they 
entered  into  competition  with  English 
coaL  It  also  gave  a  bounty  of  Is. 
a  ton  in  favour  of  the  foreign  coal  pro- 
ducer in  cases  where  British  coal  had  to 
be  sold  in  competition  with  such  coal. 
He  could  not  understand  how  any  free 
trader  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  could 
vote  for  the  continuance  of  the  tax  since 
it  interfered  with  the  free  exchange  of  a 
commodity  at  its  natural  price.  Neither 
oould  he  understand  how  the  Members 
of  the  House  who  were  in  favour  of  a 
prefe  ential  tariff  arrangement  between 
the  mother  country  and  the  colonies 
could  support  a  tax  which  imposed  upon 


price  was  fixed  by  the  price  which  foreigm 
competitors  were  prepared  to  accept. 
But  out  of  that  price  the  coal  tax  had  to- 
be  paid,  and  that  meant  that  Is.  per  ton 
less  was  received  for  the  coal  at  the  pit's 
mouth.  It  had  been  suggested  that  the 
export  coal  trade  of  the  Iwth  of  England 
had  not  been  injuriously  affected  by  this 
tax,  but  he  would  like  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  some  figures  which  would  put 
a  very  different  aspect  on  the  case.  The 
exports  from  the  north-eastern  varta  of 
this  country  to  Glermany,  Holland, 
Belgium,  and  France  amounted  to- 
2,000,000  tons  less  in  1901  than  in  190 J, 
and  to  2,600,000  tons  less  in  1902  than  in 
1900.  It  was  true  that  in  the  export  of 
bunker  coal  there  had  been  an  increase 
of  200,000  tons,  but  that  did  not  affect  the 
figures  to  any  practical  degree.  He 
would  like  to  give  one  or  two  instances 
to  prove  how  the  export  was  affected. 
The  exports  of  German  coal  to  Holland, 
Belgium  and  France  increased  in  1902  as 
compared  with  1901  by  no  less  th-an 
1,154,000    tons,    while    our    north-east 


the  British  coalowner  a  charge  of  i  coast  exports  to  those  countries  dimin 
Is.  a  ton,  thereby  handicapping  him  |  ighed  in  the  same  period  by  678,000  tons 
m  interchangmg  British  coal  with  our  i  Thus  aided  by  the  bounty  given  to  them 
colonies  and  other  British  possessions.  [  by  the  British  Gk)vernment,  the  German 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i„  ,  coal  producers  not  only  deprived  us  of  a 
sneakini?  the  other  dav  said  the  ta.x  wiu  '  *'"*^®  representing  678,000  tons  last  year, 
speaking  the  other  day,  said  the  tax  was  ^  j  addition  to  that  sent  a  further 
not    (Mid    by  the   consumer,   and  pre  ' 


sumably  he  was  referring  to  the  British 
consumer.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  tas  was  paid  by  a  great  many 
British  consumers.  The  great  coal 
industry  of  this  country  employed 
at  the  present  time  825,000  men  and 
liora,  while  the  shipping  trade  which  was 
engaged  in  the  exporting  of  coal  also  em' 
ployed  an  enormous  number  of  seamen. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  coal 
industry,  combined  with  the  shipping 
trade,  haid  dependent  upon  them  a  popula 
tion  of  six  or  seven  millions,  who  were 
affected  by  the  burden  of  this  coal  tax  in 
so  far  as  it  tended  to  diminish  wages.  He 
desired  to  show  .specially  how  that  par- 
ticular tax  operated  in  the  export  coal 
trade  of  Northumberland,  Durham  and 
Yorkshire.  Those  coals  possessed  no 
monopoly  of  markets;  the  bulk  of 
the  export  from  these  districts  went  to 
Germany,  Holland,  Belgium,  and 
France,  in  all  eases  in  competi- 
tion with  foreign  coal.  There  was 
only  a  certain  price  obtainable,  and  that 


supply  of  475,000  tons  to  those  markets, 
of  which  we  should  have  had  a  good 
chance  of  obtaining  a  fair  share  had  our 
producers  not  been  handicapped  by  this 
imposition  of  a  shilling  per  ton  duty  by  the 
British  Government.  If  they  took  the 
exports  of  Holland  and  Belgium  only,  the 
figures  were  still  more  startling.  In. 
1900  we  sent  to  Holland  and  Belgium 
nearly  3,000,000  tons  from  the  north- 
east ports ;  the  quantity  fell  in  1901  by 
1,200,000  tons,  and  in  1902  there  was  a 
further  fall  of  440,000  tons.  Thus  in 
the  two  years  the  exports  from  the  north- 
east ports  of  this  country  to  Holland  and 
Belgium  fell  from  nearly  3,000,000 
tons  to  1,362,000.  While  the  British 
exports  to  those  countries  fell  to  that 
alarming  extent,  the  exports  from  Ger- 
many to  Holland  and  Belgium  increased 
in  1902  by  no  less  than  970,000  tons  as 
compared  with  the  figures  for  1901, 
That  illustration  appeared  to  him  to  be 
absolutely  unanswerable,  and  he  did  not 
see  how  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  reply  to  the  facts  he  had  adduced. 
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They  could  not  be  denied,  and  they  went 
to  show  how  terribly  this  country  had 
been  handicapped  by  the  policy  of  the 
<Jovernment  in  cases  in  which  it  had  to 
«nter  into  competition  with  foreign  coal. 
He  would  give  one  or  two  concrete  in- 
stances of  that.  Take  the  case  of  the 
East  Railway  Company  of  France.  For 
generations  that  company  had  drawn  their 
locomotive  coal  from  British  collieries. 
Last  year,  for  the  firat  time,  when  in 
making  up  the  prices  it  was  necessary  to 
add  Is.  per  ton — the  export  duty — a 
burden  which  the  German  coalowners 
were  not  called  upon  to  bear — the  contract 
went  to  Germany,  and  thus  the  coal- 
owners  of  this  country  lost  an  order  for 
at  least  150,000  tons.  Similarly  we  had 
lost  important  contracts  in  Botterdam 
and  elsewhere,  and  this  decrease  in  our 
export  trade  had  taken  place,  notwith- 
standing an  unprecedented  fall  in  shipping 
freights  since  the  coal  tax  was  imposed. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  order  to  retain  our 
coal  export  trade  coalowners  and  ship- 
owners had  been  compelled  to  lay  their 
beads  together,  and  it  was  only  when  the 
shipowner  had  shown  himself  willing  to 
accept  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
freight,  and  the  coalowner  had  been 
prepared  to  make  a  substantial  reduction 
of  price,  that  they  had  been  able  to  retain 
the  trade.  He  ventured  to  say  that  the 
whole  community  was  suflFering  from  the 
effect  of  the  tax,  and  this  was  especi- 
.ally  felt  in  the  North  of  England. 
If  they  had  a  reduced  number  of  ships 
taking  our  exports  abroad,  it  followed 
that  they  haid  a  reduced  number  for 
l)ringing  imports  to  this  country,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  higher  freights  were 
charged  for  those  imports.  Let  them 
look  at  the  trade  with  France.  Would 
the  Committee  conceive  it  possible  that, 
in  the  face  of  the  difficulties  we  had  to 
encounter  in  connection  with  the  coal 
trade  of  France,  the  Government  had 
added  to  those  difficulties  by  giving  the 
French  producer  a  bounty  equal  to  Is. 
per  ton.  The  French  absolutely  imposed 
an  import  duty  of  11  |d.  per  ton  on 
British  coal,  and  now  the  British  Grovem- 
ment  had  put  a  further  burden  on  that 
coal  by  charging  an  export  duty  of  Is. 

Far  ton,  which  was  all  in  favour  of  the 
rench  producer. 

The  tax  on  coal  was  two  years  ago 
justified  largely  on  the  ground  that 
the  coal    trade   was    at   that    time   ex- 
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tremely  profitable.  At  the  same  time 
the  fact  that  other  great  industries 
were  equally  profitable  was  ignored. 
That  argument  could  no  longer  be  used. 
Many  qualities  of  coal  were  now  only 
worth  half  the  price  they  commanded 
three  years  ago.  Some  collieries  to-day 
were  working  at  an  actual  loss,  and  many 
others  were  working  at  little  or  no  profit. 
If  the  tax  were  to  be  continued,  however, 
it  ought  to  be  made  an  ad  valorem  tax, 
with  a  view  to  rendering  its  incidence 
more  equitable.  Under  the  present  ar- 
rangement some  collieries  situated  near 
the  coast  had  to  pay  only  6d.  a  ton  for 
placing  the  coal  on  board  ship  while 
others  less  favourably  situated  had  to  pay 
28.  7d.  Thus  in  one  case  the  price  of 
coal  at  the  pit's  mouth  was  5s.  5d.  if 
sales  were  made  at  58.  lid.,  while  in 
the  other  exactly  the  same  quality  of 
coal  sold  at  68.  Id.  only  left  2s.  6d.,  there 
being  2s.  7d.  carriage  and  Is.  coal  tax  to 
deduct.  Was  it  not  ridiculous  that  both 
should  pay  thesameamountof  export  duty  1 
It  would  be  a  fairer  arrangement  if  the  tax 
were  levied  on  the  whole  output  of  coal, 
instead  of  on  one  portion  of  it.  A  tax  of 
2d.  per  ton  on  the  whole  output  would 
produce  nearly  as  much  revenue  as  was 
obtained  at  present,  and  if  Id.  were  borne 
by  the  royalty  owner  and  Id.  by  the  coal- 
owner  the  burden  would  be  infinitely 
more  bearable  than  it  vras  now.  One  of 
the  professed  objects  aimed  at  in  imposing 
the  tax  was  to  husband  our  resources  of 
the  most  valuable  coal  we  possessed ;  but 
the  effect  of  the  tax  had  been  just 
the  contrary.  Colliery  owners  were 
accustomed  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  best 
and  cheapest  working  seams  by  working 
concurrently  the  thinner  and  more 
expensive  seams,  so  long  as  they  could 
make  a  profit  on  the  average  produce  of 
both  ;  but  the  result  of  the  tax  on  export 
collieries  had,  in  many  cases,  been  to 
concentrate  working  on  the  cheaper  and 
more  valuable  seams.  Therefore  the 
object  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  he  had  in  imposing  the  tax 
had  been  absolutely  defeated,  and  a 
directly  opposite  effect  was  now  operating. 

There  was  another  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 
There  were  825,000  men  and  boys 
working  in  the  coil  mines  of  the  coun- 
try in  a  most  arduous  occupation,  and 
their  wages  had,  in  consequence  of  this 
coal  tax,   been    considerably  decreased. 
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In  Northumberland  wages  had  been 
leduced  no  less  than  35  per  cent.,  in 
Durham,  31^  per  cent,  and  in  York- 
shire, 10  per  cent.  Wages,  at  any  rate, 
in  Northumberland  and  Durham  were 
based  upon  the  selling  price  of  coal  at 
the  pit,  and  that  price  was  substantially 
reduced  by  reason  of  the  coal  tax. 
This  was  not,  so  far  as  the  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham  were 
<x>ncerned,  a  small  matter.  They  ex- 
ported a  very  large  proportion  of  their 
output,  and  in  the  last  two  years  there 
had  been  placed  on  the  c  ai  trade  of 
these  counties  in  connection  with  this 
tax  an  increased  burden  of  £1,300,000. 
Therefore,  this  was  no  light  burden  on 
the  coalowners  and  coal  miners,  for 
they  had  had  to  pay  their  full  share  of 
income  tax  and  of  the  increase  in 
Imperial  taxation,  direct  and  indirect ; 
and  the  huge  increase  on  local  taxation 
bore  on  them  equally  with  every  other 
section  ot  the  community.  Whereas 
the  Government  had  remitted  half  of  the 
rates  to  the  landowners  of  the  country, 
no  such  remission  had  taken  place  for 
the  relief  of  such  a  great  industry  as 
tliat  of  coal  mining.  On  the  contrary, 
as  he  had  shown,  a  new  tax  had  been 
placed  upon  it  without  the  slightest 
justification  whatever,  and  in  absolute 
violation  of  all  sound  principles  of  the 
incidence  o(  taxation.  He  did  not 
know  what  reply  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  give  to-day,  but  he 
ventured  to  say  that  there  could  jnot 
remain  long  in  existence  in  this  coun- 
try a  tax  levied  upon  one  British  export 
only  when  no  corresponding  tax  was 
levied  on  any  other  British  export. 
This  was  a  tax  which  could  not  be 
approved  either  by  free  traders  on  the 
one  hand,  or  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  preferential  tariffs  within  the  Empire 
on  the  other.  The  question  now  was 
whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  abolish  this  tax  to-day  so  that 
they  might  face  the  great  controversy 
which  had  arisen  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  should  be  a  change  in  the  fiscal 
policy  of  this  country.  They  should 
approach  the  question  with  the  way 
clear.    The   way   had   been   cleared    to 


arrangements  of  the  present  year,  there 
was  this  worse  than  protective  tax — the 
coal  tax  —  imposed  on  one  industry 
alone.  It  was  an  unjust  tax  which 
could  not  endure  if  the  coal  trade  along 
with  other  industries  was  to  receive 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  British 
Parliament.  He  begged  to  move  the 
following  clause — 


New  Clause  (Reduction  of  Coal  Duty) : 

"  On  and  after  the    first  day  of    August 
iteen  hundred  and  three  one  pen 
be  suhstituted  for  one  fthilling  as  the 


nineteen  hundred  and  three  one  pennv 
tilling  08  the  at 
coal  under  section  three  of  The  Finance  Act, 
1901. 


,11 
oty  on 


(Mr.  Joteph  WalUm.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck)  said  that  if  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  proved  anything  it  proved 
that  the  coal  tax  was  one  which  lent 
itself  to  evasion  and  also  to  fraud.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  a  tax  that  lent 
itself  to  evasion  and  fraud  was  one  that 
could  not  be  approved  by  this  House. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
asked  the  other  day  by  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  as  to 
whether  he  was  aware  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  this  tax  was  being 
evaded.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
answer  was  not  very  explicit,  but  it 
gave  them  the  impression  that  he  was 
conscious  that  evasions  were  taking 
place  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 
They  knew  perfectly  well,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  who  moved 
the  new  clause,  that  fraudulent  trans- 
actions did  take  place  in  reference  to 
this  tax,  which  had  a  very  injurious 
effect  on  the  wages  of  the  workmen. 
He  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  what  happened  two 
years  ago  when  this  tax  was  first 
imposed.  The  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  at  that  time  rightly  de- 
scribed his  proposal  as  a  novel  proposal. 
It  was  novel  in  the  sense  that  no  such 
tax   had    been    in    existence     in    this 


some   extent    by    the  abolition  of  the  i  country  for  more  than  fifty  years.     It 


com  tax.  That  made  the  present 
Budget  practically  a  free  trade  Budget, 
but,   in  connection  with   the  financial 


was  a  novel  proposal  certainly  coming 
from  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whom    they   had    all    been    previously 
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inclined  to  regard  as  a  convinced  free 
trader.  The  proposal  coming  from  such 
a  quarter  certainly  struck  them  with 
surprise  because  an  export  duty  had 
always  been  held  by  political  economists 
to  be  one  of  the  worst  forms  of  protec- 
tion. An  export  duty  constituted  a 
bounty  to  the  foreigner.  It  was  a 
bounty  given  in  the  interest  of  the 
foreign  producer,  and  enabled  him  in 
many  cases  to  compete  successfully 
with  the  home  producer  in  markets  where 
he  would  not  otherwise  be  able  to  do  so. 
In  short  it  was  a  "graceful  concession  " 
to  the  foreign  producer  at  the  expense  of 
the  home  producer.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
who  proposed  this  duty  did  not  intend  that 
it  should  have  that  effect.  He  was  quite 
sensible  of  that,  and  he  was  willing  to 
make  the  fullest  admission  on  that  point. 
When  the  miners'  deputation  waited  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  April,  1901, 
he  distinctly  and  emphatically  said — 

"  I  intend  this  tax  to  fall  upon  the  foreigner 
— that  is  to  say  upon  the  foreign  consumer." 

They  knew,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  from 
the  statement  made  by  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  this 
tax  had  not  fallen  upon  the  consumer. 

*Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  Upon 
the  consumer  in  this  country. 

♦Mr.  FENWICK  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  reply  to  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bamsley,  explained  that  he 
had  in  his  mind  the  home  consumer,  but 
none  of  them  ever  for  one  moment 
dreamt  that  the  export  duty  was  likely 
to  fall  upon  the  home  consumer.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbe- 
quei  had  not  even  read  his  own  Budget 
speech.  He  had  read  it  and  re-read  it, 
and  it  certainly  did  not  appear  clear  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  in  his 
mind  the  home  consumer  when  he  said 
that  it  did  not  fall  on  the  consumer. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE :  Surely  my  assurance 
on  the  matter  should  have  satisfied  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  was  talking  of  the 
home  consumer,  and  if  he  will  read 
through  that  portion  of  my  speech  he 
will  observe  that  I  was  dealing  with  the 
question  of  taxation  in  this  country  and 
what  taxation  should  be  remitted.  I 
mentioned  the  coal  tax  as  one  that  did 

Mr.  Fenwick. 


not  fall  on  the  consumers  in  this  country 
I  was  talking  all  the  time  about  the 
interest  of  consumers  in  this  country. 

♦Mr.  FENWICK  said  he  would  accept 
fully  and  frankly  the  assurance  given  by 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  apart  from  that  admission,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
his  Budget  speech  indicated  that  the 
export  duty  on  coal  had  not  been  borne 
as  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
assured  the  House  it  would  be  borne, 
namely,  by  falling  upon  the  foreigner, 
and  that  neither  the  coalowner  nor  miner 
in  this  country  would  be  any  the  worse 
for  that  tax.  The  deputation  that  waited 
upon  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  the 
effect  of  the  export  duty  would  be  to 
reduce  the  export  tradeof  this  country  and 
to  reduce  also  the  wages  of  those  who  were 
engaged  in  producing  for  the  foreign 
market.  The  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  replying  to  that  statement, 
said — 

"  I  shonld  never  have  dreamt  of  proposuig 
the  tax,  and  I  should  never  dream  now  of  prees*' 
ingit,  if  I  thought  the  result  of  it  would  be 
such  as  you  have  stated  to-day." 

He  thought  he  would  be  able  to  show  the 
Committee  that,  so  far  .it  least  as  the 
North  of  England  was  concerned,  the 
effect  of  the  operation  of  the  tax  had 
demonstrated  the  accuracy  to  the  very 
letter  of  all  the  representations  that  were 
put  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  by  the  miners' 
deputation  two  years  ago.  Our  trade 
had  fallen  off  and  wages  had  been  reduced 
through  the  imposition  of  this  tax.  The 
exports  from  north-eastern  ports  to  all 
countries  in  1902  showed  a  decrease  of 
no  less  than  434,525  tons  as  compared 
with  1901.  If  they  took  the  nearest 
Continental  ports  and  compared  the 
exports  from  the  north-eastern  district 
they  would  find  that  to  such  places  as- 
Belgium,  France,  Holland,  and  Germany 
the  decrease  was  even  more  marked.  The 
exports  of  coal  to  these  countries  amounted 
to  656,460  tons  less  in  1902  than  in  1901, 
and  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  freights  in  that  period  were  unprece- 
dentedly  low.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that, 
unquestionably  the  reduction  would  have 
been  considerably  greater.  And  since  the 
imposition  of  that  tax  the  wages  of  the 
Northumberland  miner  had  decreased  by 
12^  per  cent     On  this  point  of  wages  it 
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■eemed  to  have  been  assumed,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  this  tax  on  the  coal 
industry,  and  particularly  the  exporting 
part  of  that  industry,  that  it  was  peculi- 
arly fitted  both  by  the  profits  that  were 
being  received  by  the  coalowners  and 
the  wages  of  the  miners,  for  the  imposi- 
tion of  an  extra  tax.  The  miners  were 
supposed  to  be  receiving — or  it  was  as- 
sumed they  were  receiving — higher  wages 
than  the  workmen  in  any  other  industry; 
and  that  the  coalowners  were  making 
more  profits  than  the  employers  in  any 
other  mdustry,  and,  therefore,  that  they 
were  fit  game  to  be  fleeced  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  in  need 
of  farther  revenue. 

Now,  what  happened  1     At  the  time 
when     the    Government    were    contem- 
plating   the    imposition    of     this    duty 
&  very  remarkable  thing  took  place.    The 
Board  of  Trade,  on  its  own  initiative,  got 
out  statistics  covering  a  period  of  fifteen 
years — a  thing  that  had  never  been  done. 
Defore,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge — 
showing  the  amount  ofc  profit  made  by 
the   coalowners,  and  the  wages  that  were 
being  received  by  the  miners,  in  order  to 
demonstrate    that    the   profits  of    that 
industry  were  sufficiently  large,  and  that 
the  wages  were  high  enough  to  justify 
the  Government,  when  in  search  of  addi- 
tional revenue,  to  levy  an  additional  tax 
on  that  industry.     No  one  ever  asked  for 
that  Return.    No  Motion  was  made  in 
the  House  calling  for  it.     And  why  was 
that  Return  limited  to  one  industry,  while 
there  were  other  industries  in  which  the 
employers  were  making    equally    large 
profits  and  the  workmen  were  receiving 
equally   high  wages  ?    He  knew  half-a- 
dozen  such.    The  Return  was  prepared  to 
holster  up  a  case  and  to   persuade   the 
country,    which   had  been   undoubtedly 
suffering  from  the  high  prices  that  had  to  be 
paid  for  coal,  that  this  was  an  industry 
on  which  they  ought    to  saddle  some 
hi|her  rate  of  taxation.    And  let  him 
pomt  out  that  the  part  of  the  industry 
that  was  selected  to  be  penalised  was  not 
the  one  that  was  responsible  for  the  high 
prices    of  coal   to   the   home   consumer. 
Their  coal  was  produced  for   the  foreign 
market;  their  prices  were  regulated  by 
the  supply  and  demand  of  the  foreign 
market.     Their  produce  did  not   affect 
the  home  market  at  all.     It  was  the  pro- 
ducer for  the  home  market  that  got  the 
<:ream  off  the  milk  in  1900  and  1901. 


That  part  of  the  industry  which  received 
the  greatest  advantage  from  the  coal 
boom  was  the  part  not  at  all  affected  by 
the  imposition  of  the  tax  ;  and  that  part; 
which  had  to  compete  with  the  foreigner 
in  foreign  markets  was  alone  saddled  with 
this  increase  of  taxation.  Why  should 
not  the  engineering  trade  have  been 
selected  1  He  ventured  to  say,  from  the 
reports  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
manufacturers  of  small  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion in  and  around  Birmingham  reaped 
quadrupled  advantt^es  from  the  war 
prices  compared  with  the  coalowners 
and  coal  miners.  It  was  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  the  manufactur- 
ers of  small  arms  ammunition  in  and 
around  Birmingham  were  compelled  to 
run  their  works  day  and  night,  so  great 
was  the  demand  for  their  goods.  And 
while,  before  the  war,  some  of  these  com- 
panies were  scarcely  able  to  pay  any 
dividend  at  all,  they  paid  a  dividend 
during  the  war  of  150,  200  and  more  than 
200  per  cent.  He  imagined  that  the  coal- 
owners, whatever  their  profits,  would 
have  been  very  glad  to  have  had  their 
dividends  run  up  to  anything  like  150  or 
200  per  cent,  during  the  g<x)d  times  of 
their  industry. 

Another  consideration  which  tended, 
in  his  opinion,  to  show  the  iniquity 
of  the  coal  tax  was  this.  The  miner 
not  only  paid  his  share  of  taxation 
in  every  other  department — he  did  that 
justas  ungrudgingly  as  any  other  taxpayer 
— he  made  no  clamour  or  complaint  that 
he  had  to  pay  the  taxes  which  were  levied 
equally  upon  every  other  citizen  in  the 
country ;  but  why  should  he  be 
called  upon  to  pay  over  and  above 
—the  tea,  tobacco,  sugar,  and  com 
duties — a  tax  which  did  not  affect  any 
other  citizen  in  the  United  Kingdom  1 
He  maintained  that  that  was  manifestly 
unfair.  Let  the  Committee  conceive 
what  this  coal  tax  involved.  This  tax 
was  not  a  tax  upon  the  value  of  the 
article  at  the  pit's  mouth.  It  was  a  tax 
of  Is.  per  ton  free-on-board,  which  in- 
cluded all  the  additional  cost  of  carriage, 
dock  and  harbour  dues.  If  they  took 
the  tax  on  the  value  of  the  coal  at  th  e 
pit's  mouth  it  amounted,  so  far  as  the 
north-east  of  England  was  concerned  at 
this  moment,  to  a  tax  of  very  slightly 
under  15  per  cent. ;  and,  if  they  took 
the  Government  figures  Issued  for  last 
year,  the  prices  were  very  much  lower 
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now  than  in  1902 — it  was  equivalent 
to  a  tax  of  13'4  per  cent.  Now,  sup- 
posing a  propoBal  were  made  in  this 
House  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  any  other  Member,  that  a 
tax  of  15  per  cent,  should  be  imposed 
upon  the  value  of  cotton,  woollen  manu- 
factured goods,  upon  pig-iron,  or  steel 
rails,  was  there  a  Member  of  the  House 
that  represented  a  constituency  which 
would  be  affected  by  such  a  tax  that 
would  not  raise  his  voice  in  the  strongest 
possible  protest  against  the  imposition 
of  such  a  duty?  What  he  had  stated 
represented  the  real  facts,  so  far  as 
Northumberland  wa.s  concerned,  and  he 
was  not  concerned  with  any  other 
district.  He  should  be  surprised,  indeed, 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did 
not  admit  that  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, and  the  North  of  England 
generally,  had  a  case  of  grievance  and 
liardship  in  consequence  of  the  imposition 
of  this  tax.  Again,  what  was  the  effect  of 
t  he  tax  on  the  inferior  sorts  of  coal  1  The 
hon.  Member  for  Barnsley  had  pointed 
out  with  some  effect  that  in  times  when 
prices  were  fairly  high,  and  the  demand 
was  fairly  keen,  coalowners  were  able 
to  dispose  of  their  inferior  qualities  of 
coal  along  with  the  superior  product, 
and  managed  to  make  both  qualities 
pay.  But  the  moment  a  depression  in 
trade  and  a  decline  in  prices  set  in,  they 
were  driven  back  to  work  only  the 
superior  coal,  and  to  leave  the  inferior 
coal  unworked  until  the  old  prices 
returned.  And  so,  in  place  of  keeping 
their  best  coal  for  future  supplies,  that 
quality  was  being  worked  out  more 
rapidly  under  the  effects  of  the  tax. 
And  then  the  poor  seams  would  not  be 
worth  going  for  when  the  superior 
seams  were  worked  out.  He  put  that 
consideration  before  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
that  there  was  a  Royal  Commission 
at  present  sitting  on  coal  supply, 
and  he  dared  say  it  was  as  well 
known  to  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  as 
to  any  Member  of  the  House  that  very 
important  expert  evidence  had  been 
given  before  that  Commission,  tending  to 
show  the  possibility  of  developments  in 
science  which  might  enable  us  to  do 
altogether  in  the  future  without  the 
wealth    of    the   coal   of   this   country. 

Mr.  Femvick. 


If  their  prognostications  proved  to  be  well 
founded,  then  the  material  wealth  which, 
the  tax  prevented  from  being  developed 
might  be  entirely  lost  to  the  community, 
in  consequence  of  further  developments 
in  scientific  research.  Was  that  a  wise 
and  prudent  policy  for  this  country  to 
pursue  1  He  submitted  it  was  not.  If 
the  effect  of  the  tax  was,  as  he  believed 
it  to  be,  to  prevent  the  free  development 
of  the  coal  fields  of  this  country,  then,  in 
his  judgment,  the  tax  ought  to  be  removed 
as  speedily  as  possible.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
was  prepiired  to  grant  a  Ketum  showing 
the  profits  of  employers  and  the  wages 
of  workmen  in  half-a-dozen  of  the 
largest  industries  in  the  country  similar 
to  the  Return  showing  the  coalowners' 
profits  and  miners'  wages  which  was  pub- 
lished two  years  8igo  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  this  tax.  Why  should  one 
industry  be  singled  out ;  and  why  had 
the  Government  taken  advantage  of 
income  tax  returns  and  other  statistics 
in  their  possession  to  give  to  the  world 
what  they  suppoiled  to  be  the  profit  of  the 
coalowners  and  the  wages  of  the  miners  t 
That  Return  was  in  many  respects  abso- 
lutely fallacious.  He  wa^  not  concerned 
to  defend  the  position  of  the  coalowners^ 
There  were  coalowners  in  the  House  who 
were  able  and  competent  to  defend  their 
own  position ;  but  he  wished  to  put  the 
case  of  the  miners.  A  Return  was  issued 
the  other  day  on  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barnsley  bringing  th& 
Return  of  1901  up  to  date;  but  as  far  as 
the  wages  of  the  workmen  were  con- 
cerned, the  top  wage — viz.,  the  wage  paid 
to  the  coal  hewers,  was  taken  as  the 
average  wage  of  all  classes  in  the  mines. 
That  was  obviously  an  unfair  way  o£ 
ascertaining  the  average  wage  paid  to- 
miners,  because  between  the  Mrage  paid 
to  a  coal  hewer  and  the  wage  of  the 
lowest  paid  class  in  a  mine  there  was  a 
margin  of  from  48.  to  4s.  6d  per  day. 
That  was,  in  his  judgment,  a  very  unfair 
way,  not  to  use  a  stronger  term,  for  th& 
Government  to  proceed  in  order  to 
defend  this  tax.  He  hoped  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  in  th& 
position  to  inform  them  that  he  would 
be  prepared  to  grant  similar  Returns 
with  reference  to  half  a  dozen  of  the- 
ohief  industries  of  the  country.  If  that 
return  was  granted,  it  would  dearly 
demonstrate  that  in  nearly  every  other 
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staple  industry  in  the  country  the  proRls 
of  the  employers  and  the  wages  of  the 
workmen  were  higher  than  in  the  coal 
industry.  When  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  able  to  remit  taxation, 
it  would  have  heen  wise  and  prudent  on 
his  part  to  have  repealed  the  coal  tax. 
If  instead  of  taking  4d.  in  the  £  off  the 
Income  Tax,  he  had  reduced  the  Income 
Tax  to  Is.  the  other  Id.  would  have 
given  him  all  he  required  in  order  to 
abolish  this  tax.  He  did  not  agree  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Memher  for 
Barnsley  that  it  was  better  to  deal 
with  this  tax  by  adopting  the  ad  valorem 
principle.  That  would  not  make  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  path  any  i 
smoother.  He  suggested  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  would 
be  better  to  repeal  the  tax  altogether. 
Me  congratulated  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  courageous  way  in 
which  he  faced  the  corn  tax  and  got  rid 
of  it ;  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  give  the  Committee  an 
assurance  that  at  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity he  would  repeal  the  coal  tax  also, 
which  operated  most  unjustly  and  most 
injuriously  on  certain  districts  in  tbe 
country.  He  had  the  greatest  possible 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  uew  clause. 

Mr.  F.  W.  LAMBTON  (Durham, 
South-East)  said  that  in  offering  a  few 
remarks  to  the  Committee,  he  would  be 
only  tulfiUing  the  wish  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Elxchequer  who  asked  the  hon. 
Member  for  Barnsley  to  put  down  an 
Amendment  in  order  that  the  coal  tax 
might  be  discussed.  His  right  hon. 
friend  in  his  Budget  speech  said  that  the 
coal  tax  was  neither  a  direct  nor  an 
indirect  tax  ;  but  having  Ustened  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wans- 
beck  Division,  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
have  to  admit  that  it  was  a  very  direct 
tax  on  the  export  of  coal  from  Northum- 
berland. Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  coal 
raised  in  Northumberland  was  exported  ; 
and  if  the  tax  was  not  a  direct  tax  on 
Northumberland  he  could  not  conceive 
what  a  direct  tax  was.  The  coal  tax,  like 
the  corn  tax,  was  liable  to  misrepresenta 
tion  and  misapprehension.  When  it 
was  introduced  two  years  ago,  there 
nas  a  good  deal  of  misrepresentation  and 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  those 
who  supported  it.  It  was  then  said  that 


the  tax  would  not  injure  the  coal  in 
dustry  ;  but  the  figures  which  had  been 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Barnsley 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken  showed  that  the  export  of  coal 
from  this  country  had  suffered  very  con- 
siderably indeed  since  the  tax  was  intro- 
duced. Since  1900  the  export  of  EngUsh 
coal  to  Holland  had  diminished  by  59 
per  cent,  and  to  Belg[ium  by  46  per  cent. 
During  that  period,  the  export  of  Germua 
coal  to  Holland  and  France  had  increased 
by  1.100,000  tons.  That  showed  that 
the  tax  was  a  direct  bounty  to  German 
coaL  The  hon.  Member  for  f  Barnsley 
referred  to  some  contracts  which  had 
been  lost  owing  to  the  tax.  Several 
coal  contracts  had  lately  gone  to  Ger- 
nUny,  which  formerly  came  to  this 
country.  The  contract  of  the  Paris  ga* 
works  which  used  300,000  tons  of  coal 
was  lost  to  England  and  giveti  to  Ger- 
many. That  meant  to  Germany  a  direct 
bounty  of  300,000  shillings.  A  number 
of  other  contracts  on  the  Continent  had 
also  been  lost.  It  was  perfectly  obvious 
from  the  figures  which  had  been  quoted, 
that  the  tax  had  operated  very  ad- 
versely as  regarded  the  export  of  English 
coal.  Whether  that  was  desirable  or 
not  he  would  not  now  discuss.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  tax  might  say  that  the  coal 
exports  had  not,  after  all,  fallen  very 
much  ;but,  owing  tothe  strikein  America, 
750,000  tons  of  coal  were  sent  to  that 
country,  which,  in  normal  conditions, 
would  never  have  been  sent  there. 
Further,  500,000  tons  of  coal  had  been 
sent  to  Canada,  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
other  places  hitherto  supplied  by 
America.  They  had  lost  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  trade ;  and  was 
it  probable  that  they  would  ever  regain  it. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Chancellor 
of  theExchequerwould  tell  theCommittee 
that  he  did  all  he  could  to  re- 
tain markets,  not  to  lose  them. 
It  had  been  already  pointed  out  that  this 
country  was  losing  its  markets  when 
freights  were  lower  than  ever  they  had 
been  before.  Supposing  freights  were 
higher,  how  could  this  country  possibly 
compete  with  Germany  1  He  would 
point  out  another  fact  which  showed  how 
this  tax  had  dislocated  the  coal  trade. 
During  1902,  the  small  coal  produced 
amounted  to  3,276,000  tons,  an  increase 
of  2,000,000  tons  on  the  preceding  year. 
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That  in  itself  showed  what  an  effect  this 
tax  had  when  coalowners  were  obliged 
to  send  coal  abroad  at  68.  per  ton.  That 
must  directly  affect  the  wages  of  the 
miners.  On  the  general  aspect  of  the 
•question,  he  wished  to  know  on  what 
principle  the  tax  was  going  to  be  main- 
tainecL  How  could  the  tax  be  continued 
under  free  trade,  as  it  violated  every 
single  principle  of  free  trade )  How 
<could  it  be  continued  under  protection, 
.as  it  violated  the  principle  of  protection 
by   giving    a  direct  bounty   to   foreign 

{)roducers  1  He  should  like  to  have  some 
ight  and  leading  from  the  Government 
in  this  matter.  He  did  not  care  so  much 
about  leading,  as  if  he  had  convictions  he 
did  not  wait  for  other  people  to  settle 
them ;  but  he  should  like  to  have  some 
light  on  the  matter.  The  more  light  the 
better.  He  did  not  think  that  much 
light  had  been  thrown  on  fiscal  matters 
during  The  last  few  years.  They  were 
assured  that  the  coal  tax  would  be  entirely 
paid  by  the  consumer,  and  that  the  corn 
tax  would  be  entirely  paid  by  the  ex- 
porter. He  himself  was  unable  to  recon- 
■cile  those  two  statements.  The  Govern- 
ment reminded  him  of  the  eccentric 
gentleman  of  whom  he  read  in  his  youth, 
who,  having  scratched  out  both  his  eyes, 
jumped  into  a  quickset  hedge  and 
scratched  them  in  again.  He  held  the 
old-fashioned  free  trade  idea  that  all 
taxes  are  paid  by  the  consumer,  but  his 
great  objection  to  the  coal  duty  was  that 
it  tended  to  dislocate  trade  and  hamper 
'  industry.  He  wished  the  Ck>lonial  Secre- 
tary would  give  them  his  views  on  this 
subject.  He  strode  like  a  colossus 
across  the  world  and  appeared  to  think 
A  great  deal  about  Canada.  They  would 
like  to  know,  however,  how  he  recon- 
-ciled  this  duty  on  coal  with  his  fiscal 
proposals.  He  represented  in  Parliar 
ment  not  the  Dominion  of  Canada  but 
the  covuity  of  Durham,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  why  the  interest  of  that 
'County  should  not  be  considered.  When 
he  opposed  the  coal  tax:  two  years  ago,  he 
was  looked  upon  as  a  rebel,  but  he  noticed 
there  ware  now  quite  a  number  of  men 
around  him  who  used  very  strong  language 
about  the  Grovernment.  He  ventured  to 
warn  the  Government  two  years  ago  that 
it  was  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  taste 
blood,  but  he  did  not  think  the  end 
would  be  so  soon.  Now  the  rope  was 
already  dangling  from  the  tree.  He 
Mr.  F.  W.  Lambton. 


referred  to  a  speech  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  favour  of  the  coal  tax  in 
1901,  in  which  he  said  the  miners  had 
gained  by  the  war  and  should  pay  their 
share  of  the  expenses.  It  was  an  entirely 
new  idea  to  his  mind  that  war  was  more 
profitable  than  peace,  and  he  showed  by 
a  comparison  of  prices  between  three  years 
ending  1900  and  the  three  years  ending 
1890  that  the  war  did  not  increase  the 
profits  of  the  coalowners,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  reason  to  penalise  the  miners 
by  extra  taxation.  If  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  going  to  carry  out  that 
penalising  policy  how  would  they  get  on 
in  a  war  of  tariffs  1  Would  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  put  taxes  on  the 
trades  which  could  be  shown  to  have 
benefited  1  If  so,  great  diflSculties  would 
be  imposed  in  the  way  of  the  new  fiscal 
policy.  He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  give  them  some  hope  of 
the  remission  of  this  duty  which  pressed 
so  heavily  upon  a  great  industry  in  the 
North  of  England. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) 
said  that  if  the  figures  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  were  true,  he  was 
surprised  that  the  coalowners  did  not  at 
once  join  the  Party  opposite.  If  he 
were  a  coalowner  he  certainly  would. 
He  rose  to  emphasise  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hon  Member  for  Wansbeck.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  remitted 
the  corn  tax  and  he  would  have  liked  t<> 
have  seen  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take 
off  this  tax  on  coal  as  well.  But  half  a 
loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  having 
remitted  the  com  tax,  would  next  year  see 
his  way  to  remitting  the  coal  duty.  Some 
of  them  had  had  an  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  in  a 
smaller  room  than  this,  this  year,  and  on 
that  occasion  they  had  put  forward 
certain  figures,  and  although  those  figures 
did  not  accord  with  those  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  at  some  future 
time  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
fuller  explanation  of  the  figures  he 
adopted.  He  gave  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man credit  for  being  the  most  British 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  they  had 
known  for  some  time.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  staunch  in  his  opinions  and 
determined  in  expressing  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  correct  view;  in  facing  a  position 
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every  (rue  man  would  face,  be  had  the 
tenacity  of  the  British  bulldog  and  the 
courtesy  of  aBritisbgentleman.  Thefigures 
giren  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
meeting  to  which  he  had  referred  did  not 
present  the  case  fairly.  The  figures  in 
relation  to  output  and  wages  were  for  the 
years  1899  and  1902,  wUch  was  not  a 
fair  comparison.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  1900  was  a  bumper  year,  as 
regarded  both  profits  and  wages,  the  tax 
would  never  have  been  imposed.  The 
greater  output  was  due,  not  to  the  tax, 
hut  to  the  natural  development  of  the 
trade.  Even  in  the  most  depressed  years 
there  had  been  progress  in  the  volume  of 
the  trade.  In  1902  they  were  reaping 
the  benefit  of  the  contracts  made  in  the 
brisk  time  of  1900.  The  Committee 
would  remember  that  in  1901  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  to 
exempt  from  the  tax  contracts  made 
prior  to  April  in  that  year,  simply  because 
he  had  been  unaware  that  such  contracts 
were  made.  This  was  a  question  which 
could  not  be  settled  by  a  single  year's 
experience.  It  had  been  clearly  proved 
by  taking  years  which  afiforded  a  fair 
comparison,  say  1900  and  1902,  that  the 
trade  was  going  back  rapidly.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  drew  a 
glowing  picture  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
trade  under  the  shilling  tax,  according  to 
which,  if  the  tax  had  been  increased  to 
28.,  the  gates  of  the  millennium  would  have 
been  opened,  and  those  concerned  would 
have  teen  at  once  transported  to  an 
economic  paradise.  The  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  had  made  out  that  they  were 
far  more  prosperous  with  the  tax  than 
without  it,  but  that  was  simply  because 
the  years  1900-2  did  not  afford  a  fair 
comparison. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  north- 
east. Ihu-ham  was  deeply  interested  in 
this  question.  His  coocem  was  for  work- 
men. As  secretary  to  a  trades  union  he 
had  regard  to  the  position  of  the  em- 
{doyers,  because  whatever  militated 
against  them  militated  against  the  work- 
men, and  whatever  improved  their  posi- 
tion improved  that  of  the  workmen 
also ;  but  at  present  he  wished  to  speak 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
workmen.  Figures  had  been  quoted 
which  showed  conclusively  that  since 
the  imposition  of  the  tax  British  trade 
had  dwindled  in  'Continental  markets. 
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In  the  markets  of  Holland,  Belgium, 
and  France,  British  trade  had  diminished 
to  the  extent  of  747,000  tons.  Accord- 
ing to  a  Return  granted  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Wansbeck  Division, 
the  average  annual  output  per  man  and 
boy  employed  in  the  mines  of  this 
country  was  284  tons,  so  that  the 
diminution  to  which  he  had  referred 
represented  the  labour  of  2,630  persons. 
If  the  tax  meant  that  in  a  time  of  com- 
parative prosperity,  what  would  it  mean 
if  the  trade  got  back  to  the  level  of, 
say,  1886,  when  wages  in  Durham  were 
only  3 J  above  the  standard  as  compared 
with  31^  nowl  If  the  tax  had 
prevented  the  employment  of  2,630 
persons  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  what 
would  it  mean  when  the  trade  reached 
low  prices  at  which,  from  natural  causes, 
the  inferior  pits  had  to  stop  working. 
There  was  also  another  side  to  the  ques- 
tion. The  tax  was  not  only  restricting 
our  maikets,  but  raising  and  strengthen- 
ing a  strong  competitor.  Without  the 
shilling  tax  he  believed  the  development 
of  the  German  coalfields  would  not  have 
taken  place.  The  following  statement 
had  recently  appeared  in  a  newspaper : — 

"  There  is  remarkable  activity  in  the  German 
coal  trade.  Exhaustive  surveys  are  being  made 
with  a  view  to  sinking  new  shafts  ;  experi- 
mental borings  are  being  made ;  and  one 
colliery  expects  in  a  year's  time  to  treble  its 
present  output.  Hopes  are  being  largely  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  the  future,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  Durham  coal  will  eventually 
be  lost  entirely  so  far  as  the  German  steamship 
lines  are  concfimed. " 

One  of  the  most  serious  evils  that  could 
arise  from  the  tax  was  the  strength  and 
activity  it  imparted  to  the  German  coal 
trade.  The  imposition  of  this  tax 
lessened  the  ohances  of  the  British  com- 
petitor to  contend  successfully  with  the 
German  trade.  Capital  was  being 
rushed  into  th«  German  coalfields ;  large 
developments  were  taking  place :  pits 
were  being  sunk  —  all  because  the 
people  of  Germany,  likewise  business 
men,  saw  that  they  were  able,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  imposition  of  this  tax, 
successfully  to  compete  with  British 
coal.  According  to  the  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  North  of 
England  Steamship  Owners  Association, 
the  exports  of  coal  from  Germany  in 
1 902a8  compared  with  1901,hadincreased, 
by  516,000  tons  to  Holland,  456,000  tons 
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to  Belgium,  and  183,000  tons  to  France. 
The  markets  which  they  could  have 
commanded  on  the  north-east  coast  had 
been  lost  because  they  had  increased  the 
power  of  the  German  coal  producers  to 
compete  and  cut  them  out  in  foreign 
markets.  There  were  coalowners  in  the 
House  who  could  say  that  they  had  lost 
markets  because  they  could  not  afford 
under  their  contracts  to  lose  this  Is.  per 
ton.  The  table  he  had  mentioned  con- 
tained the  percentages  of  reduction  of 
wages  which  had  been  lost  to  the 
workers,  and  hon.  Members  should  not 
be  surprised  if  heat  was  introduced  into 
the  remarks  of  the  four  or  five  hon. 
Members  who  represented  the  miners, 
more  especially  from  the  districts  where 
this  embargo  had  been  placed  upon 
coal.  The  representatives  of  the  miners 
would  stand  condemned  if  they  did  not 
enter  their  protest,  because  they  saw  the 
position  of  those  they  represented  being 
jeopardised,  and  the  possibility  of  the 
miners  being  thrown  out  of  employment 
and  their  wives  and  children  wanting 
bread.  The  result  might  be  that  whole 
villages  would  be  depopulated,  because 
they  depended  upon  the  miners'  earnings. 
In  the  counties  of  Durham  and  North- 
umberland, und  every  mining  district  of 
this  country,  there  were  large  villages 
absolutely  dependent  on  the  work  of  the 
miners.  If  by  any  natural  means,  over 
which  they  had  no  control,  villages  were 
depopulated,  it  was  a  sad  calamity,  but 
if,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  this  happened 
it  was  to  them  a  question  of  real  heart- 
burning, and  made  them  do  all  they 
could  to  prevent  such  a  calamitous  tax 
being  imposed.  They  had  been  told  that 
in  1900  wages  were  65  per  cent,  above 
the  standard,  but  since  that  time  they 
had  suffered  to  the  extent  of  31i  per 
cent  reduction  in  wages.  What  did  that 
mean  to  a  workman  1  Let  hon.  Members 
put  themselves  in  the  position  of  a  work- 
man whose  wages  had  suffered  this 
serious  reduction.  Think  of  the  limita- 
tions this  meant  upon  the  miner's  com- 
forts, and  how  it  deprived  him,  not 
merely  of  comforts,  but  of  the  necessaries 
of  life.  If  hon.  Members  would  look 
carefully  at  this  Return  they  would  find 
in  it  the  words  "estimated"  and 
"assumption"  and  "approximate,"  but 
they  would  not  find  the  word  "  average." 
In  a  real  statement  there  should  be  no 
Mr.  John  Wilson. 


words  like  those,  but  there  should  be  a 
]dain  statement  or  no  statement  at  alL 
Not  long  ago  he  headed  a  deputation  to 
the  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  and  one 
point  put  forward  was  that  they  had 
nothing  to  complain  of  as  far  as  their 
wages  were  concerned.  He  wbhed  to 
point  out,  however,  that  the  figures 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
based  his  statement  were  put  into  his 
hands  by  other  people. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  took  them  from  the 
printed  Returns. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  said  that  if  28s. 
was  paid  to  every  man  in  a  mine  it 
would  not  be  too  much  for  a  miner  who 
had  to  work  sometimes  between  ten  and 
twelve  hours  per  day.  There  were 
thousands  of  men  who  worked  in  mines 
at  5s.  or  6s.  a  week  less  than  this  wage, 
and  he  asked  if  that  was  too  much  for 
men  who  had  to  work  under  such  dark 
and  dangerous  conditions.  He  contended 
that  coal  should  bear  no  tax  at  all.  If 
the  sugar  duty  remained  they  would  pay 
it,  and  they  would  pay  the  tea  duty ;  but 
he  contended  that  they  had  no  right  what- 
ever, and  their  trade  had  no  right,  to  bear 
this  increased  embargo  and  prohibition. 
How  did  this  tax  fall  upon  the  foreigner  1 
Was  the  sugar  bounty  any  parallel  ? 
How  would  the  foreigner  pay  the  Is. 
tax  7  Was  the  foreigner  not  as  keen  in 
bis  trading  propensities  as  those  in  this 
country  1  Did  the  foreigner  not  believe 
in  buying  in  the  cheaptest  market  and 
selling  in  the  dearest.  How  could  they 
expect  the  foreigner  to  pay  this  tax  1 
This  tax  limited  the  power  of  the  con- 
sumer in  this  country  to  buy  the 
necessaries  of  Kfe ;  he  knew  that  at 
present  they  were  talking  without  hope, 
but  he  would  conclude  by  asking  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheiquer  to  look  at 
this  thing  in  a  businesslike  manner,  and  if 
next  year  he  could  see  his  way  to  remove 
the  tax  he  would  earn  the  gratitude  of 
the  whole  mining  conununity  of  this 
country. 

♦Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Chester-le-Street)  said  that  two  years 
ago  he  opposed  the  imposition  of  this 
tax  because  he  thought  it  would  be  very 
mischievous  and  injurious  to  the  coal 
industry  and  more  particularly  to  the 
coal  industry   of    Northumberland  and 
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Durham.  All  these  prophecies  he  put 
forward  had  in  his  judgment  been  largely 
realised.  The  first  statement  he  made 
was  that  undoubtedly  where  they  had 
competition  with  other  producers  of  coal 
they  would  lose  a  good  portion  of  their 
trade,  and  he  specially  mentioned  as 
illustrations  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany 
and  France.  The  figures  which  had 
been  put  before  the  CJommittee  had 
justified  everything  which  he  said  upon 
that  occasion.  Almost  in  every  case 
where  they  had  succeeded  in  retaining  an 
old  contract,  in  the  countries  he  had 
mentioned,  it  had  been  done  only  by 
taking  Is.  per  ton  less  than  if 
there  nad  been  no  coal  tax.  Not  only  had 
the  employers  suflFered,  but  the  tax  must 
of  necessity  affect  the  miners'  wages. 
No  one  who  had  any  experience  of  tran- 
sactions in  fixing  the  wages  of  miners, 
would  deny  that  undoubtedly  this  Is. 
per  ton  had  affected  wages.  He  could 
show  how  inequitable  this  tax  was  as  a 
revenue-producing  tax,  but  he  would 
content  himself  with  saying  that  he 
thought  no  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  any  right  to  select  a  small  portion 
of  any  particular  industry  and  put 
a  tax  upon  it  for  revenue  purposes. 
He  admitted  that  when  the  tax  was  first 
proposed  there  were  some  strong  reasons 
for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
but  these  reasons  were  gone.  There  was 
a  serious  war  in  operation,  but  that  had 
now  ceased.  He  was  satisfied,  from 
what  he  had  seen  of  the  character  and 
abiUty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
when  he  looked  at  the  tax,  and  found 
the  mischievous  nature  of  it  in  con- 
nection with  the  coal  industry,  he 
would  ultimately  abolish  it.  He  was 
certain  that  no  man  who  went  into  this 
question  with  an  impartial,  mind  could 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that ; 
apart  from  its  revenue-bearing  strength 
it  was  most  mischievous,  and  that 
the  country  actually  lost  more  by  the 
injury  that  it  inflicted  upon  industry  than 
it  gained  in  the  way  of  revenue. 

He  would  like  to  refer  to  one  or  two 
questions  which  had  been  mooted,  but  had 
not  been  sufficiently  dealt  with.  A  Paper 
h.id  been  issued  showing  the  profits  of 
coalowners.  He  failed  to  understand 
why  there  should  have  been  a  special 
Paper  issued  with  regard  to  the  profits 
in  the  coal  industry,  while  other  in- 
dustries which  were  equally   profitable 


during  the  boom  of  the  last  two  or 
three  years  were  practically  left  out. 
He  could  not  understand  why  coal- 
owners  should  have  been  penalised  in 
this  way.  The  only  reason  for  that,  he 
thought,  was  that  coal  was  sold  to 
individual  consumers  at  very  high  prices, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thought  if  the  profits  of  the  coalowners 
were  shown  to  every  voter  the  tax  would 
easily  pass  on  account  of  the  strong 
feeling  against  coal  producers  in  the 
country.  That  would  possibly  have 
been  a  strong  argument  it'  the  tax  had 
been  put  on  the  whole  of  the  producers, 
but  one-fifth  of  the  coal  industry  only 
had  been  selected  to  pay  the  tax.  Every- 
body who  knew  about  the  industry 
knew  that  it  was  the  most  speculative 
carried  on  in  this  country,  and  that  one 
year's  profits  or  losses  could  not  be 
taken  as  a  guide  or  criterion  as  to  the 
results  of  the  general  industry.  In  the 
statement  issued  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  the  profits  were  shown 
for  seventeen  years,  after  deducting  a 
certain  amount  for  wages,  and  working 
expenses  other  than  wages.  It  would 
have  been  very  much  better  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  given 
what  these  other  expenses  were,  so  that 
the  statement  would  have  shown  clearly 
to  the  House  and  the  country  what  were 
the  actual  profits  realised  by  the  coal- 
owners. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
failed  to  do  that.  He  was  going  to  do 
that,  and  let  the  House  see  whether 
there  was  anything  in  this  special 
industry  to  justify  a  tax  of  this  kind. 
He  would  make  an  estimate  of 
what  the  other  expenses  were.  He 
had  made  some  inquiries  and  found 
that  the  lowest  at  which  they  could  put 
these  expenses  was  Is  9d.  per  ton. 
There  were  cases  in  Wales  where 
the  expenses  other  than  wages  amounted 
to  2s.  per  ton,  and  he  knew  of  cases 
where  they  were  as  high  as  2s.  6d.  per 
ton ;  and  in  taking  as  a  basis  Is.  9d.  per 
ton  he  thought  he  was  adopting  a  fair 
figure.  Taking  Is.  9d.  per  ton  it 
amounted  to  £87,500  on  a  million  tons. 
In  the  first  year  referred  to  in  the  Paper 
the  amount  left  for  expenses  and  coal- 
owners' profits  showed  that  on  everj' 
million  tons  produced  in  this  country 
there  was  an  actual  loss  to  the  employers 
or   producers  of  £12,500.    In    1887   it 
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came  to  a  loss  of  £11,000,  in  1888  a  loss 
of  £8,500,  and  in  1889,  £23,500.  He 
found  that  taking  the  standard  he  had 
mentioned — and  he  challenged  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  contradict  the 
statement — in  eight  of  these  seventeen 
years  there  was  an  actual  loss  on  every 
year,  while  in  the  other  nine  years  there 
was  profit.  Sometimes  the  loss  reached 
as  high  as  £32,500  per  million  tons. 
Taking  the  quantity  of  coal  produced 
during  these  seventeen  years,  and  esti- 
mating the  capital  employed  at  lOs.  per 
ton,iwhich  by  all  experts  was  recognised  as 
a  fair  and  reasonable  sum,  and  without 
taking  into  consideration  any  money 
which  had  been  lost  through  collieries 
having  been  closed,  and  taking  the 
whole  losses  and  profits  together,  it 
represented  a  yield  upon  that  capital  of 
2'7  per  cent,  for  the  ten  years  1892  to 
1901  it  was  4'68  per  cent.  That  was 
without  taking  into  consideration  exhaus- 
tion of  seams  or  depreciation.  He  chal- 
lenged anyone  in  this  House  to  say 
whether  that  was  a  large  rate  of  interest 
to  be  received  on  such  a  fluctuating  and 
uncertain  trade  as  the  coal  trade.  He 
said  it  was  not.  These  figures  were  not 
sufficient  justification  for  putting  a  special 
tax  upon  this  particular  industry.  He 
admitted  that  there  were  certain  pits 
where  the  profits  were  large,  but  they 
could  not  select  one  pit  or  one  owner 
and  make  that  a  standard  for  the  whole. 
They  must  take  the  average  of  the  whole 
industry  and  deal  with  the  industry  as 
a  whole.  It  was  the  opinion  of  every  ex- 
pert who  had  gone  into  the  matter,  and  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Royal  Commission,  that  for  fifty 
or  sixty  ^ears  the  profits  in  the  coal 
industry  did  not  average  5  percent,  upon 
the  capital  employed.  He  challenged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  disprove 
that  when  the  tax  was  first  imposed 
it  was  done  because  people  thought  the 
coalowners  were  making  huge  profits. 
They  did  for  one  year,  but  it  was  not 
fair  to  deal  with  the  industry  for  one 
year.  He  was  sure  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  not  like  to  deal 
in  that  way  with  the  income  tax  in  con- 
nection with  coal  mining.  In  regard  to 
the  question  of  income  tax  they  took  an 
average  of  five  years.  There  was  no  case 
whatever  m&de  out  for  any  special  taxa- 
tion of  the  coal  industry*  He  would 
Sir  James  Joicey. 


appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
go  into  this  question  with  an  impartial 
mind.  He  was  certain  that  if  he  did  so 
he  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  most  proper  to  abolish  the  tax. 
There  had  been  an  unanswerable  case  put 
forward,  and  he  hoped  to  hear  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
would  give  due  consideration  to  the 
arguments. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich)  said 
he  desired  to  say  a  word  in  explanataon 
of  the  vote  he  intended  to  give  on  the 
present  occasion.  Everyone  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  agreed  that  generally 
speaking  an  export  tax  was  a  bad  kind  of 
tax.  The  case  in  favour  of  this  tax  wa» 
that  the  commodity  to  which  it  related 
stood  ina  peculiar  position  and  had  special 
advantages,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
was  possible  to  impose  upon  it,  by  way 
of  exception,  an  export  tax  without  find- 
ing ourselves  involved  in  the  difficulties 
which  usually  attended  the  imposition  ot 
taxes  of  this  character.  To  that  argument 
the  answer  was  made  that  it  was  unfair^ 
but  it  was  not  so,  unless  it  was  clearly 
shown  that  this  export  tax  was  driving 
English  coal  out  of  foreign  markets,  and 
that  we  were  suffering  by  the  dislocation 
of  industry  the  other  evils  which  wer© 
ordinarily  associated  with  this  sort  of 
taxation.  Well,  it  was  obvious  that  th« 
export  tax  so  far  had  not  shown  tbis^ 
but  that  the  effect  was  rather  in  the 
opposite  direction.  In  all  these  economio 
questions  nothing  was  more  hazardous 
than  to  build  a  conclusion  on  experience 
extending  only  to  a  year  or  two  years. 
There  were  so  many  confusing  elements, 
in  all  these  fiscal  problems  that  if  they^ 
were  hastily  to  assume  that  one  parti- 
cular cause  was  at  the  root  of  any  econo- 
mic phenomena,  then  they  were  liable, 
unless  they  extended  their  experience 
over  a  very  wide  period  of  time  indeed,, 
to  make  a  mistake.  Therefore,  it  must 
be  ultimately  for  experience  to  show 
whether  this  tax  had  the  bad  effecta 
which  were  attributed  to  it  or  not.  It 
would  be  wiser  to  continue  it  a  little 
longer  in  order  that  they  might  have  an' 
opportunity  of  forming  a  more  secure- 
judgment.  There  was  also  the  argument 
that  after  all  they  must  get  money 
somewhere,  and  that  it  was  not  easy  tO' 
see  any  other  source  which  would  not  b» 
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ezpoeed  to  objections  even  of  a  more 
vreighty  character  than  those  which 
were  stated  against  this  tax.  He  did 
not  think  that  he  need  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  com  tax.  The  objections 
to  that  tax  were  certainly  far  greater 
than  those  to  the  coal  tax;  but  he 
thought  also  that,  having  regard  to  the 
enormous  importance  of  reducing  the 
income  tax  in  time  of  peace  so  that  we 
might  have  a  great  fund  to  draw  upon 
in  time  of  war— an  object  of  national 
policy  of  the  highest  importance — he 
did  not  think  it  was  reasonable  to  say 
that  the  reduction  of  the  income  tax 
was  a  thing  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  undertaken  on  as  large  a  scale  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  present 
Budget.  It  followed  that  we  must 
retain  this  tax  unless  some  new  tax 
were  put  on  or  an  attempt  made  to 
find  some  new  source  of  revenue.  These 
two  considerations  pointed  to  retaining 
the  coal  tax.  Nobody  could  deny  that 
this  tax,  in  common  with  all  other  taxes, 
was,  in  itself,  a  very  bad  thing ;  and  the 
true  lesson  to  learn  from  all  this  was 
that  the  solution  of  our  difficulties  was 
to  be  found  in  practising  a  larger 
measure  of  economy  in  our  national 
expenditure.  If  we  did  that  we  could 
reduce  taxation ;  but  not  otherwise. 
This  conclusion  led  him  to  support  the 
Government  in  the  division  which  was 
About  to  take  place. 

One  slighter  but  not  inconsider- 
able argument  he  would  refer  to. 
He  thought  it  would  be  agreed  by 
many  hon.  Members  that  it  was  most 
desirable  to  give  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
support  which,  as  manager  of  the 
national  finances,  he  was  ordinarily 
entitled  to  look  to  this  House  to  give 
him,  and  which  he  had,  in  himself 
in  a  very  special  degree,  earned  by  the 
ability,  moderation,  and  firmness  he 
had  oisplayed  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  high  position.  Expressing 
therefore  no  approbation  of  taxation 
in  general,  and  not  denying  that  there 
were  great  objections  to  an  export  tax 
which  might  operate  against  this  trade- 
but  which  did  not  seem  to  be  quite 
clearly  proved  yet — and  admitting  that 
there  was  a  case  for  continued  con- 
sideration and  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
he    thought   that   until    economy    had 


enabled  us  to  achieve  that  great  object 
which  all  had  at  heart — the  lightening 
of  the  burdens  of  the  people — the 
Ck>mmittee  ought  to  support  the 
Budget  as  it  stood  and  not  ask  for 
any  further  reduction  of  taxation  from 
his  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Glamor- 
ganshire, Bhondda)  said  that  the  North 
had  been  well  represented  in  the  debate, 
and  he  thought  it  was  time  that  some 
hon  Member  should  say  something  for 
South  Wales.  If  anything  was  more 
condemnatory  of  the  coal  tax  than 
another  it  was  the  fact  that  they  had 
already  had  six  speeches  against  it  and 
only  one  in  its  favour,  from  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  though 
some  parts  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech 
seemed  to  be  equally  condemnatory  of 
the  tax  as  those  previously  delivered. 
It  had  been  said— 

"  One  would  have  thought  that  colliers  had 
such  a  peculiarly  good  position  as  would 
justify  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
putting  on  this  coed  tax." 

He  did  not  know  which  side  of  the  House 
would  support  that.  Was  it  because 
the  colliers'  occupation  was  the  most 
dangerous  of  all  trades  in  the  country ; 
was  it  because  the  collier  was  the  man 
who  produced,  at  great  danger  to  his 
life,  that  commodity  which  was  essential 
to  the  comfort  of  all  the  other  people 
in  the  country?  He  did  not  think 
that  these  considerations  would  justify 
the  imposition  of  this  tax.  Neither  did 
the  collier's  wages.  The  collier's  wages 
in  South  Wales  in  1902  amounted  to 
£1  83.  2d.  for  working  ten  hours  a  day 
down  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  amid 
vitiated  air,  and  at  every  stroke  of  his 
pick  by  which  he  earned  his  living,  he 
was  at  the  peril  of  his  life.  Was  28s.  a 
week  such  an  enormous  wage  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
justified  in  taking  2s.  off  it  1  Moreover, 
wages  in  South  Wales  had  since  gone 
down  another  5  per.  cent. '  Still  further, 
the  average  wage  had  been  calculated  on 
that  of  the  hewer,  who  was  the  highest 
paid  man  in  the  pit — the  wage  of  the  other 
classes  of  coUiers  not  coming  anything 
near  his.  And  yet  the  average  of  the 
hewers'  wages  was  taken  for  a  justifica- 
tion of  the  tax.  Why  was  the  collier, 
of   all  men  in  the    Kingdom,  selected 
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to  hare  an  export  tax  put  upon  what 
he  produced,  and  an  import  tax  on 
\rhat  he  ate  t  Was  there  any  other  work- 
man in  the  community  who  was  more 
serviceable  to  the  community  1  Was 
there  any  other  workman  who  more 
freely  endangered  his  life  in  plying  his 
vocation  1  Why  was  he  selected  to  pay 
a  tax  upon  what  he  produced  in  addition 
to  the  taxes  upon  what  he  ate  and  drank 
equally  with  the  other  workmen  in  the 
country  t 

It  had  been  said  that  the  colliers 
were  not  favourable  to  war.  He  would 
be  glad  to  think  that  they  were  not — 
not  that  they  were  afraid  if  they  had 
reason  to  tbunk  that  the  country  had 
needof  their  services.  Did  not  the  colliers 
see  in  Glamorganshire,  as  well  as  in 
the  North,  their  sons  and  their  brothers 
going  out  with  alacrity  to  the  late  war  t 
Did  they  not  contribute  lai;gely  and  freely 
out  of  their  pockets  towards  the  support 
of  the  widows  and  the  orphans  made  by 
the  war )  Why  then  should  these  men 
be  selected  out  of  the  whole  community 
to  bear  this  double  burden  1  The  figures 
which  had  been  produced  in  support  of 
the  coal  tax  were  false  figures.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  shilling  export 
tax  on  coal  from  this  country  was  a 
bounty  given  to  the  foreigner.  The 
Germans  were  coming  into  England  and 
taking  the  trade  from  England,  but  how 
were  they  going  to  be  driven  out  1  The 
home  consumers  thought  in  South 
Wales  that  they  were  going  to  get  their 
coal  cheaper  on  account  of  the  coal  tax; 
but  they  never  made  a  greater  mistake. 
The  colliery  owners  made  out  two 
invoices  to  the  foreign  buyer,  but  only 
one,  from  which  the  workmen  were  paid, 
came  into  their  books.  The  employers 
got  all  the  benefit  of  the  tax,  and  the 
workers  the  loss  What  did  that  mean  1 
Since  last  June  the  colliers  had  lost  in 
wages  in  South  Wales  no  less  than 
30  per  cent.  In  other  words  the  poor 
colliers'  wives  had  6s.  less  in  the  £  at  the 
end  of  the  week  with  which  to  carry  on 
the  home  and  the  family.  Prices  were 
going  down  again  gradually,  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  able  to 
prove  to  a  deputation  that  the  coal  trade 
had  not  suffered  last  year.  But  if  the 
t  rade  had  been  left  to  the  operation  of 
the  tax,  it  certainly  would  have  suffered. 
In  South  Wales  they  had  lost  during  the 
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first  three-quarters  of  the  year;    prices 

were  decreasing,  and  they  were  selling 

less  coal.    Then  came  the  French  strike,. 

and  the  American  strike,  wth  the  result 

that  there  was  an  extra  demand.    Had 

it  been  left  to  the  operation  of  the  coal 

I  tax  the  workmen  would  have  been  earn- 

!  ing  less  when  they  had  work  and  would 

also  have  had  less  work.    It  could  also 

I  be  easily  proved  that  those  least  able  to 

I  bear  the  tax  had  to  bear  the  most  of  it. 

I  The  tax  was  unfair  in  its  incidence.    He 

I  thought  that  the  Committee  was  really 

''  losing  time  in  prolonging  the  discussion. 

!  They  knew  that  recently  the  Chancellor 

I  of  the  Exchequer  was  affected  by  argu- 

j  ment.     They  had  facts  and  figures  which 

!  proved  the  justice  and  necessity,  wfaea 

;  the  time  came,  of  removing  the  coal  tax  ; 

and  he,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 

I  the   workers  in   the  House,  hoped  the 

'  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take   the 

,  earliest  possible  opportunity  of  repealing 

it. 

j    ♦Mh.  BURT  (Morpeth)  said  that  having: 
!  spoken  at  great  length,  at  almost  uncou- 
'  scionable  length,  in  opposing  the  imposi- 
!  tion  of  the  tax,  and  after  what  had  been 
!  so  well  said  by  his  hon.  friend  who  had 
I  just  spoken,   by    his    hon.    friend    the 
Member   for     the    Wansbeck   Division^ 
and  other  hon.  Members  who  spoke  from 
'  the  same   standpoint   as    himself,    and 
who   had    adduced    a    great   many    of 
I  the  statistics  and  arguments  he  had  iii- 
'  tended  to  apply,   he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  detain 
the    Committee  for    more    than  a  few 
minutes.      Circumstances    had    changed 
considerably  since  the  tax  was  imposed. 
They  had  now  a  new  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     He  did  not  suppose  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  lying  on  a  bed 
of  roses,  but  he  certainly  did  not  occupy- 
quite   the   prickly  couch    of    his  prede- 
cessor.     His    predecessor   had    to   face 
I  an  enormous  deficit  when  he  imposed  the 
;  tax,  and  had  either  to  raise  additional 
taxation  or  to  add  to  the  National  Debt ; 
and,  in  fact,  he  was  compelled  to  do  both. 
I  The  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
I  was  fortiuiate  enough  to  have  a  surplus, 
and  to  be  ill  a  position  to  remit  taxation. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  who  com- 
plimented the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  staunchness  and  bravery  he  exhibited 
in    abolishing    the    com   tax.     But  the 
coal  tax  was  an  entirely  exceptional  tax. 
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It  was  the  only  export  duty  that  was 
imposed ;  and,  unlike  the  com  tax,  the 
sugar  tiuc,  and  the  tea  tax,  it  was  not 
broadly  based.  It  applied  only  to  one 
industry,  and  only  to  a  very  smsJl  section 
of  that  industry.  The  right  hon.  Oentle- 
inan,  on  the  preceding  day,  pointed  out 
with  reference  to  the  corn  tax  that  it 
really  did  not  broaden  the  basis  of  taxa- 
tion because  it  applied  to  the  same  people 
who  paid  tea  and  other  duties.  The 
s^ne  was  true  of  the  coal  tax,  which 
had  not  even  the  merit  of  being  a 
broadly  bused  tax.  Figures  had  been 
quoted  to  show  the  great  reduction  in 
exports  of  coal  which  had  taken  place 
during  the  two  years  the  tax  had  been 
in  operation.  He  did  not  know  whether 
those  figures  had  been  thoroughly 
realised  by  the  Committee.  Ck>mparing 
1900,  which  was  admittedly  an  e.'tcep- 
tional  year,  with  1901,  there  was  a  fall 
0(3,212,116  tons  in  the  exporto.  That 
was  absolutely  unprecedented.  The 
coal  trade  was  a  very  fluctuating  trade, 
but  exports  had  been  rising  for  a  con- 
siderable period.  In  fact,  during  the  last 
fifty  years,  with  the  exception  of  a  very 
few  years,  the  rise  in  the  export  of  coal 
had  been  steady  and  continuous ;  and 
when  there  was  a  diminution  it  was 
very  slight,  and  generally  the  following 
year  showed  a  complete  recovery.  The 
only  exception  to  that  was  when  there 
were  coal  strikes  in  this  country.  It 
was  quite  true  that  last  year  there  was 
a  considerable  recovery,  but  yet  the 
export  was  940,000  tons  below  that 
of  1900 ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
strikes  in  France  and  the  United  States 
there  would  have  been  a  much  greater 
diminution. 

He  would  not  now  argue  the  ques- 
tion, although  it  was  a  very  interesting 
one,  as  to  whether  it  was  desirable 
that  this  country  should  export  coal  or 
not.  A  great  deal  might  be  said  as  to 
that.  He  could  quite  understand,  and  to 
a  certain  extent  sympathise  with,  the 
position  of  those  who  viewed  with  a 
certain  amount  of  equanimity,  if  not 
satisfaction,  the  diminution  of  the  coal 
export  of  the  country.  He  believed  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  £ast  Islington 
adopted  that  view.  He  agreed  that  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  if  they  had 
a  healthy  home  market  rather  than 
have  to  export  coal,  which  was,  after  all, 
to   some    extent    the    national    capital. 


But  when  people  talked  about  saving 
coal  for  posterity,  he  would  point  out 
that  the  patriotism  of  a  man  who 
was  prepared  to  sell  the  rights  of 
posterity  at  the  rate  of  Is.  a  ton  could 
not  be  very  glowing.  The  Chancel'or  of 
the  Exchequer  wouu  not  get  any  income 
if  coal  were  not  exported ;  and,  therefore, 
he  would  have  a  sort  of  divided  interest 
on  this  question;  and  would  hardly 
agree  with  those  who  regretted  the 
export  of  coal.  He  had  a  certain 
amount  of  regard  for  posterity  and  be 
should  like  to  leave  posterity  a  better 
legacy  than  an  enormous  National  Debt. 
They  had,  however,  to  look  after  the 
present  generation  also.  According  to 
his  hon.  friend  the  senior  Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil,  who  had  gone  very 
carefully  into  the  question,  there  were 
200,000  men  engaged  in  and  about  coal 
minee  who  were  entirely  dependent  on 
the  export  of  coal  for  a  livelihood ;  and 
that  number  excluded  seamen,  trimmers, 
railway  men,  and  a  number  of 
others  connected  with  the  exportation 
of  coal.  Therefore,  the  Committee 
should  look  to  the  interests  of 
the  present  generation,  and  not  inflict 
an  undoubted  hardship  upon  them.  He 
would  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to 
the  direction  in  which  the  exports  had 
gone.  Northumberland  was  more  largely 
dependent  on  the  export  of  coal 
than  any  other  county.  Eighty  per 
cent,  of  her  coal  went  abroad,  the 
greater  part  to  the  Baltic  ports.  It  went 
to  Holland,  Belgium,  and  Russia,  and  it 
had  been  pointed  out  that  whilst  there 
had  been  an  enormous  diminution  in 
the  amount  of  coal  sent  to  Holland  and 
Belgium  from  this  country,  there  had 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
exports  from  Germany  to  those  countries, 
and  nothing  could  more  conclusively 
prove  that  this  diversion  of  trade  was 
caused  largely,  if  not  wholly,  by  this  tax. 
He  had  no  objection  to  Germany  or  any 
other  country  flourishing  or  entering 
into  fair  competition  with  us.  The 
more  prosperous  other  countries  were  the 
better  it  was  for  us  as  a  general  rule. 
But  he  did  object  that  this  country 
should  practically  give  a  bounty  to 
Germany  in  order  to  displace  us  in  those 
markets,  and  that  was  the  undoubted 
effect  of  this  tax. 
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The  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Durham, 
who  spoke  with  great  force,  had 
referred  to  a  circular  issued  by 
the  North  of  England  Steamship 
Owners  Association.  Whatever  might 
be  the  case  with  others,  they  had 
approached  this  subject  from  a  purely 
commercial  point  of  view,  aud  they  had 
made  out  a  case  that  they  had  suffered 
through  this  tax  and  it  had  caused  a 
great  diminution  of  freights.  They  were 
looking  forward  to  be  able  to  shift  their 
part  of  the  burden  on  to  the  mine- 
owners  and  minera  It  was  only  human 
nature  for  everyone  to  attempt  to  shift 
burdens  upon  others,  and  that  no  one 
could  object  to,  but  the  miner 
would  have  to  endeavour  to  protect 
himself,  and  if  they  could  convince  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
miners  were  the  chief  sufferers  doubtless 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would  remit 
the  burden  as  quickly  as  possible.  The 
exporting  districts  had  suffered  by  far 
the  greatest  reductions  in  wagee,  and 
if  they  increased  the  difficulty  of 
getting  a  market  for  their  coal 
wages  to  that  extent  would  be  further 
reduced.  It  was  mainly  on  that  ground 
that  he  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  look  carefully  into  the 
question.  His  contention  was- that  this 
was  an  unjust,  unfair,  and  iniquitous 
tax,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
abolished  without  delay. 


♦Me.   RITCHIE  said 
portant     question     had 


this  very  im- 
been  brought 
before  the  Committee  in  speeches 
of  great  moderation  and  ability. 
He  could  assure  hon.  Members  that  if 
they  had  assumed  from  anything  which 
he  had  said  that  he  thought  men  who 
were  engaged  in  this  perilous  and  dis- 
agreeable employment  were  overpaid, 
they  had  drawn  conclusions  which 
he  never  intended  that  they  should 
draw.  He  thought  there  was  no  class 
of  the  community  whose  labour  and 
risk  were  greater  than  those  who  went 
down  into  the  mines.  He  could  assure 
hon.  Members  that  he  should  regret 
deeply  any  step  which  would  permanently 
reduce  the  wages  which  miners  earned. 
The  reasons  urged  for  the  remission  of 
this  duty  had  been  that  the  output  had 
Mr.  Burt. 


diminished;  that  the  exports  had  de- 
creased ;  that  wages  had  been  in  conse- 
quence greatly  reduced,  and  that  employ- 
ment had  diminished.  If  those  allega- 
tions had  been  made  out  there  would  be 
an  extremely  strong  case  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  tax.  But  the  investi- 
gations which  he  had  been  able  to  make 
into  this  subject  led  him  to  believe  that 
those  allegations  had  not  been  made  out, 
and  could  not  be  justified  by  any  facts 
which  were  before  the  Committee.  So 
far  as  the  general  output  of  the  mines 
was  concerned,  hon  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  taken  the  year  1900  for  the  purposes 
of  comparison.  But  1 900  was  a  very 
exceptional  year,  and  they  were  hardly 
justified  in  dealing  with  it  as  a  normal 
year,  and  then  arguing  that  wages 
had  been  reduced  abnormally,  and  that 
the  output  had  diminished  abnormally. 
The  year  1900  was  a  year  of  great 
prosperity  for  the  mining  districts,  and 
all  classes  interested  in  mining  partook 
of  the  advantages  of  that  prosperity. 
The  mineowners  made  large  sums  of 
money.  He  made  no  complaint  of  that, 
because  no  doubt  it  was  true  they  had 
had  other  years  which  were  very  poor 
years.  But  in  1900  the  prices  of  coal 
were  enormously  high,  the  profits  made 
by  the  owners  were  very  high,  and  as 
the  wages  the  miners  earned  depended 
on  the  price  obtained  for  the  coal,  they 
also  were  exceptionally  high.  For  the 
purposes  of  comparison  it  would  be 
admitted  that  the  year  1900  was  ex- 
ceptional, and  from  his  point  of  view 
he  would  be  justified  so  far  as  output 
and  exports  were  concerned  in  reverting 
to  years  which  did  not  partake  of  tlie 
exceptional  character  of  1900,  but  he 
was  quite  prepared  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion of  exports  even  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  year  1900.  Now  with  regard 
to  the  output.  In  1897  it  was  202,000,000 
tons,  and  in  1898  it  was  exactly  the 
sama  In  1899  it  was  220,000,000  tons ; 
in  1900,  225,000,000  tons;  in  1901, 
219,000,000  tons;  and  in  1902  it  went 
up  to  227,000,000  tons.  So  that,  com- 
paring 1900  with  1902,  there  was  a  very 
substantial  rate  of  increase,  and  he  could 
not  reconcile  that  with  the  allegations 
that  employment  had  diminished.  Then 
take  the  figures  with  regard  to  exports. 
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He  ooald  not  understand  from  where 
the  hoo.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
addressed  the  Committee  had  got  his 
figures  as  to  exports.  He  presumed 
that  his  figures  did  not  include  bunker 
coaL 

•Me.  BURT:  No. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE  said  that  was  a  most 
important,  omission,  because,  though 
bunker  coal  did  not  pay  duty,  it  had 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  ground  and  was 
sent  out  of  the  country.  It  was  there- 
fore just  as  much  exported  as  if  the 
shilling  duty  were  paid  upon  it. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  said  the 
figures  he  gave  were  for  the  north- 
eastern ports,  and  showed  that,  as  com- 
pared with  1900,  there  was  a  reduction 
of  2,000,000  tons  in  1901,  and  2,600,000 
in  1902,  and  that  the  bunker  increase 
was  only  200,000  tons. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  would  deal 
with  those  ports  immediately.  He  was 
now  referring  to  the  figures  given  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth.  He 
would  like  to  say  here  one  word  in 
deprecation  of  the  allegation  that  the 
Return  to  which  reference  had  been  made 
had  been  "got  up"  for  the  purpose  of 
making  out  a  case.  No  one  who  knew 
anything  about  the  Board  «>f  Trade 
would  believe  that  that  Department 
would  be  at  all  likely  to  endeavour  to 
manipulate  figures  in  order  to  make  out 
a  case.  The  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  absdutely  incapable  of 
manipulating  figures  to  order  on  any 
matter  whatever,  and  he  would  say 
especially  on  matters  which  affected  the 
working  classes. 

♦Mb.  FENWICK  said  he  never  for  a 
moment  suggested  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  manipulated  the  figures  or 
that  any  suggestion  had  been  made  to 
them  to  do  so.  The  question  he  asked 
was  why  they  had  been  got  out.  They 
were  got  out  for  this  specific  debate  on 
the  cml  tax,  and  not  on  the  Motion  or 
at  the  request  of  any  hon.  Member.  He 
also  said  they  were  exceptional  in  their 
character,  inasmuch  as  there  had  never 
been  any  similar  figures  produced  to 
the  House. 


♦Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he   was   glad   to 

have    given    the    hon.     Member     the 

opportunity   of  saying    what    he  had. 

because  the  impression  left  on  his  mind 

was  that  the  allegation    was  that  the 

I  Return   had   been   manufactured — that 

the  figures  had  been  collected   for  the 

I  purpose  of  proving  some  specific  allega- 

I  tion.    He  could  assure  the  hon.  GenUe- 

i  man  that  he  was  perfectly  certain  that 

I  those  who  tabulated  these   figures  were 

I  quite  incapable  of  doing  anything  of  the 

I  kind,  and  he  was  equally  certain   that 

I  no  Minister  would  ever  ask  them  to  pro- 

I  duce  figures  of   that   kind.    He  would 

I  now    give   the    figures  of    the    export 

I  trade    of    the    United     Kingdom     in 

i  various  years.     He  would  begin  with  the 

I  year    1898,    when     the    exports    were 

147,827,000  tons.      In   1899   they   were 

155,338,000  tons;    in    1900,   57,850,000 

tons;  in  1901   there  was  a  very    small 

drop ;  but  in  1902  the  figiu-es  had  risen  up 

to  no  less  than  60,046,000  tons.     That  was 

a  very  startling  total.     Something  had 

been  said  about  the  German  output,  and 

it   had   been  alleged   that  the  Germans 

were    beating   us  out  of    our  markets. 

What  were   the  figures?     In   1900  the 

Grerman  output  was  109,000,000  tons,  in 

1901,    108,000,000   tons,   and    in    1902, 

107,000,000  tons.     So  that,  as  far  as  any 

competition  with  Germany  was  concerned, 

while  we  had  been  increasing  our  output 

the  German  output  had  been  diminishing. 

Mb.  JOHN  WILSON  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  give  the 
figures  as  to  the  invasion  of  our  markets 
in  Holland,  Belgium,  and  France. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  not  got 
the  figures.  It  was  all  very  well  to  tolk 
of  the  invasion  of  markets  and  of  con- 
tracts being  lost,  but  there  were  many 
other  causes  for  the  loss  of  contracts  be- 
sides the  shilling  duty.  The  loss  of 
contracts  happened  to  merchants  of  all 
classes  who  had  to  compete  with  Germany 
or  any  other  country,  and  was  not  at  all 
limited  to  coal.  It  was  the  more  likely 
to  happen  in  countries  where  they  had 
hitherto  had  a  monopoly,  because  having 
secured  a  particular  market  merchants 
might  think  they  could  get  a  higher  price 
than  they  otherwise  would,  and  on  the 
other  hand  a  competitor  would  perhaps 
quote  at  a  low  figure  in  order  to  obtain 
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entrance  to  a  market  from  which  he  had 
been  excluded.  He  regretted,  of  course, 
that  coal  contracts  had  been  lost  to  this 
country,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  quite 
a  mistake  to  assume  that  they  had  been 
lost  because  of  the  shilling  duty.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  North-Eastem  ports. 
The  exports  in  1899  were  15,100,000  tons ; 
inl900, 15,800,000  tons;  1901,16,400,000 
tons;  and  in  1902,  16,184,000  tons.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  not  only  had 
the  exports  decreased  but  that  the 
decrease  was  going  on.  What  were  the 
facts  ?  He  had  with  him  the  figures  for 
the  first  three  months  of  this  year,  and 
he  would  compare  them  with  those  for 
the  first  three  months  of  1901  and  1902. 
In  1901  the  first  quarter's  export  of  coal 
from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to 
12,334,000  tons,  in  1902  to  13,012,000 
tons,  and  in  1903,  when  they  were  told 
the  exports  were  still  falling  ofi",  to 
1 4,500,000  tons.  Far  from  there  being  the 
smallest  symptom  of  decrease  in  the  ex- 
portsof  coal  there  was  every  indication  that 
they  were  going  on  at  an  increased  ratio. 
He  would  take  the  North-Eastem  ports. 
The  exports  from  the  North-Eastem  ports 
in  1901  were  3,400,000  tons;  in  1902, 
3,291,000  tons;  and  in  the  first  three 
months  of  1903,  3,891,000  tons.  All 
these  figures  included  bunker  coal ;  so 
that  whether  they  took  the  exports  as  a 
whole  for  the  United  Kingdom  or  the 
North-Eastem  ports  they  both  showed 
satisfactory  increases  and  signs  of  pros 
perity  in  trade.  It  had  been  alleged  that 
the  number  of  people  employed  had 
diminished,  but  the  figures  he  had  given 
certainly  did  not  bear  out  that  contention. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  But  that  is  not 
export.]  Where  did  it  go  if  not  abroad  ? 
Surely,  the  more  export  of  coal  there  was 
free  of  duty,  the  better  pleased  the  mine- 
owners  were.  It  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  miners  whether  their  coal  was 
exported  in  the  hold  of  a  ship  or  in  the 
bunkers.  The  figures  he  had  given  seemed 
to  show  that  there  could  be  no  foundation 
for  the  allegation  that  employment  had 
diminished.  In  point  of  fact,  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  coal  mines  was 
larger  than  ever.  In  1898,  the  number 
was  686,000 ;  in  1899,  it  was  708,000  ;i  n 
1900,  it  was  760,000;  in  1901,  it  was 
787,000 ;  and  in  1902,  it  was  805,000. 
This  was  no  doubt  accounted  for  by  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  trade. 
Mr.  Ritchie. 


Mb.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.) 
asked  whether  the  increase  had  taken  place 
in  the  districts  affected  by  the  coal  tax  or 
in  the  Midlands. 

*Mr.  BITGHIE  said  that  he  could  not 
separate  the  districts ;  but  he  had  given 
the  figures  for  exports,  and  had  shown 
that  there  had  been  a  progressive  increase, 
and  at  a  greater  ratio  in  the  first  three 
months  oi  the  present  year  than  in  any 
other  vear.  If  that  were  true,  it  wa» 
justifiable  to  assume  that  the  increase  in 
the  numbers  of  men  employed  had  taken 
place  all  round.  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  wages  had  been  reduced,  but  tbab 
was  because  prices  had  fallen.  The 
abnormal  prices  of  1900  could  not  be 
expected  to  continue.  The  figures  which 
he  could  give  to  the  House  as  to  wages 
had  been  prepared  on  a  basis  as  to  which 
there  was  some  dispute ;  and,  therefore, 
he  would  not  insist  on  the  actual  figures ; 
but  their  comparative  value  was  unafiected. 
In  1898,  the  wages  were  278.  3d. ;  in 
1899,  29s. ;  in  1900,  33s.  lid. ;  in  1901, 
32s.  6d. ;  and  1902,  30s.  4d.  Since  1900 
there  had  been  a  considerable  fall  in 
wages  owing  to  a  great  fall  in  prices,  but 
wages  were  now  considerably  higher  than 
they  were  in  1898  or  1899. 

Some  discussion  had  taken  place  upon 
the  question  as  to  who  paid  the  tax. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  one  of 
the  divisions  of  Diu'ham  said  the 
foreign  consumer  paid  the  tax.  He 
was  bound  to  admit  that  the  figures 
seemed  to  show  that  the  foreign  consumer 
paid  the  tax.  In  1898  the  price  per  ton 
at  the  pit's  mouth  was  68.  4d. ;  and  the 
price  for  export  coal  was  9s.  9d.  In  189& 
the  respective  prices  were  7s.  3d.  and 
lOs.  Id.  In  1900  they  were  10s.  9d.  and 
168.  6d.,  but  this  was,  of  course,  a  very 
exceptional  year.  Then  the  duty  came  into 
operation.  In  1901  the  respective  pricea 
were  9s.  4d.  and  138.  8d.;  and  in  1902  they 
were  8s.  2d.  and  128.  2d.  It  appeared, 
therefore,  that  the  duty  had  been  added 
to  the  export  price;  but  it  was  not  a 
matter  that  could  be  easily  proved.  Cer- 
tainly, with  regard  to  large  quantities  of 
coal  sent  from  this  country,  in  regard  to 
which  there  was  hardly  any  competition, 
the  Welsh  proprietor  could  make  the 
exporter  pay.  As  to  an  orf  valorem  duty 
being  fairer,  he  thought  that  if  this  tax 
were  to  be  permanent  it  might  be  well  to 
consider  whether  some  change  should  nob 
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be  made  to  bring  the  duty  more  in  rela- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  coal.  But  he  had 
been  warned  by  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite 
that  in  making  such  a  proposal  he  should 
be  entering  upon  an  extremely  thorny 
path.  He  did  not  contemplate  making 
any  proposal  of  the  kind,  but  when  he 
was  appealed  to  to  withdraw  this  tax, 
because  it  had  been  oppressive  to  trade 
and  had  diminished  both  exports  and 
employment,  he  must  say  that  he  did  not 
think  the  case  had  been  made  out.  But 
there  was  at  present  a  Commission  sitting 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  it  was  quite  impossible  in  the 
present  state  of  the  finances  to  do  what 
hon.  Gentlemen  wished  to  be  done.  No 
doubt  they  would  prefer  the  reduction 
in  indirect  taxation  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, even  to  the  abolition  of  the  duty 
on  coal.  He  had  given  facts  and  figures 
to  show  that  the  evils  which  they  feared 
had  not  occurred.  As  to  what  might 
happen  in  the  future,  as  the  result  of  the 
Commiasion's  Report,  or  of  the  effect  upon 
the  trade,  he  would  say  nothing.  He 
should  watch  most  carefully  to  see  whether 
any  of  the  evils  which  hon.  Gentlemen 
expected  were  likely  to  arise ;  and  if  they 
did  arise  it  must  be  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration by  any  Government  whether  a 
tax  which  really  carried  with  it  those 
evils  should  be  allowed  to  remain. 


SiRED"WARDGREY(Northumberland, 
Berwick)  said  they  were  all  anxious  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
have  a  peaceful  afternoon,  and  he  had  no 
intsntion  of  disturbing  what  had  hitherto 
l)een  the  harmony  of  the  proceedings. 
Indeed,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
speech  would  have  given  him  no  excuse 
to  do  so,  even  if  he  had  desired,  for  he 
gathered  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
concluding  remarks  that  he  had  promised 
to  retain  an  open  mind  upon  this  question, 
and  that,  whatever  he  might  think  about 
the  present,  he  had,  at  all  events,  no 
settled  convictions  about  the  future.  He 
did  not  know  whether  in  the  very  diffi- 
cult circumstances  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  placed  at  the  present 
tune  they  could  expect  from  him  a  ipore 
favourable  answer.  After  all,  the  best 
wmment  upon  the  figures  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  read  to  the  Committee, 
some  of  which  he  admitted  told  with 
considerable  force,  was  a  remark  of  the 
ooble  Lord  the  Member  for  Greenwich, 


made  before  the  figures  were  produced. 
It  was  that  our  experience  had  not  yet 
been  long  enough  to  throw  into  relief  the 
real  effect  of  tms  tax.  That  being  so,  he 
uttered  what  he  was  sure  was  a  sound 
principle  in  saying  that  in  the  case  of  a 
great  commodity  like  coal,  whose  price 
varied  considerably  from  time  to  time,  there 
were  so  many  causes  affecting  that  price 
that  the  effect  of  a  small  duty  might  not 
be  apparent  for  some  time,  but  tmtt,  the 
other  causes  being  variable,  a  fixed  factor 
like  this  tax  introduced  into  the  deter- 
mination of  the  price  must  sooner  or  later 
be  felt,  and  that  though  it  might  not  be 
felt  in  a  period  of  comparative  prosperity,, 
it  would  be  felt  when  there  was  a 
shrinkage  of  trade.  He  demurred  a  little 
to  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  said  as  to  the  possibility  that  the  tax 
had  had  no  effect  in  making  the  British 
exporters  lose  contracts.  'The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  there  were  other 
ways  of  losing  contracts.  Of  course,  that 
was  quite  true.  There  were  other  ways- 
of  losing  a  race  besides  being  handicapped^ 
but  everybody  admitted  that  a  handicap 
did  prejudice  competitors.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  quoted  figures  to  prove 
that  the  German  output  had  fallen  off. 
But  there  was  a  great  collapse  in  German 
industries  at  the  time  our  industries  were 
very  prosperous,  and  he  assumed  that 
that  led  to  a  diminished  consumption  of 
German  coal  in  Germany.  But  he  wa& 
told  that  the  German  exports  of  coal  had 
actually  increased,  and  the  figures  quoted 
by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth 
as  to  the  increase  of  German  exports  to 
Holland  and  Belgium  at  the  time  our 
exports  fell  off  was  a  very  unpleasant 
and  significant  sign. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE  said  the  figures  for  the 
German  exports  of  coal  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands,  and  it  was  only  fair  to  give 
them.  In  1900  they  were  18,000,000 
tons;  in  1901,  1 7,900,000  tons ;  and  in 
1902,  18,900,000  tons. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  that,  to  be 
quite  fair  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^ 
in  return  he  would  make  the  admissiua 
that  it  was  natural  that  it  the  German 
home  demand  fell  off  it  should  have  led 
to  an  increase  uf  German  exports,  but 
he  still  thought  that  the  tax  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  increase  in  the 
exports  of  German  coal  to  Holland  and 

Digitized  by  V^OUyiC 


311 


Finance 


{COMMONS} 


BiU. 


312 


Belgium.  He  regarded  that  as  an 
Unpleasant  sign,  because  although  our 
export  figures  might  have  been  main- 
tained, or  even  increased,  we  had  had 
exceptional  circumstances  favouring  us 
on  which  we  could  not  continue  to 
count,  such  as  strikes  in  the  United 
States  and  France.  Undoubtedly  those 
circumstances  might  have  helped  to 
<iisguise  the  effect  which  the  tax  would 
otherwise  have  had  on  ou  r  export  trade. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
Tery  fairly  that  the  case  against  the 
tax  had  been  presented  with  very 
great  moderation  in  this  debate.  He, 
■on  the  other  hand,  was  struck  by  the 
moderation  with  which  the  tax  was 
defended  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman'o 
own  side.  The  tone  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Greenwich,  who  sup- 
ported the  tax,  was  very  different  from 
the  tone  with  which  it  was  not  only 
supported  but  forced  and  presoed  upon 
them  by  supporters  of  the  Government 
"when  it  was  first  introduced.  He  was 
surprised  with  the  moderation  with 
"which  the  case  had  now  been  presented, 
when  he  remembered  the  manner  in 
-which  the  tax  was  originally  imposed. 
It  was  felt  by  those  of  them  who  belonged 
to  the  part  of  the  country  especiaJly 
affected,  as  an  injury,  but  all  manner  of 
insult  was  added  to  the  injury  at  the 
time  the  tax  was  put  on.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  said  then  that  it  must  fall 
•either  on  the  coalowners  or  the  foreigner, 
and  he  did  not  care  which.  If  that 
Tttmark  had  come  from  anyone  but 
the  Colonial  Secretary  he  would  have 
thought  it  about  the  most  offensive  and 
unpatriotic  thing  he  had  ever  heard, 
but  it  came  from  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  of  course  they  knew  that  it  was 
only  his  way.  It  was  his  habit  to  class 
■everybody  who  differed  from  him  as  a 
foreigner.  They  bad  all  in  turn  come 
under  that  cat^ory  in  one  capacity  or 
Another,  and  he  would  discount  it  now 
because  he  saw  that  the  turn  of  the 
•Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself  to 
be  classed  as  a  foreigner  was  imminent. 

He  would  admit  that  the  pursuit  of  the 
incidence  of  a  tax,  though  very  fasci- 
nating, was  not  always  very  profitable, 
■and  he  would  admit  also  that  in  the 
■cage  of  a  monopoly  coal  the  consumer 
would   pay  the  export  tax.    But  in   a 

Sir  Edward  Orey. 


case,  as  in  the  Belgium  and  Holland 
trade,  in  which  we  had  no  monopoly,  it 
seemed  to  him  very  clear  that  such  a 
tax  as  this  must  begin  very  soon  to  fall 
upon  the  coalowner  and  shipowner,  and 
that  ultimately  it  must  settle  upon  the 
miner.  In  the  exporting  di-striots  in  the 
north-east  of  England  they  had  been 
conscious  of  considerable  injustice, 
because  the  tax  was  defended  very 
strongly,  and,  no  doubt,  was  popular 
when  it  was  proposed,  on  account  of  the 
high  price  of  coal  at  home,  and  it  was 
recommended  to  the  householder  as  one 
that  could  rightly  be  placed  upon  the 
coal  trade,  yet  it  was  put  on  those  parti- 
cular miners  who  did  not  hew  the  coal 
which  the  householder  found  so  dear. 
That  real'y  was  one  of  the  reasons  why 
he  would  urge  that  the  tax  should  be 
carefully  watched,  for  it  undoubtedly 
fell  most  unequally  upon  different  dis- 
tricts. The  very  interesting  question 
was  raised  by  the  hon  Member  for 
Morpeth  as  to  how  far  it  was  desirable 
to  restrict  or  put  a  drag  upon  the  con- 
sumption of  coal  in  the  interests  of 
posterity.  But  the  first  coal  the  con- 
sumption of  which  they  would  wish  to 
restrict  would  be  the  monopoly  coal, 
which  could  not  be  replaced  by  any 
other  coal  for  naval  purposes.  He 
thought  he  saw  a  strong  case  for  that, 
but  this  tax  would  not  gain  that  end, 
for  the  monopoly  coal  was  just  the  very 
coal  of  which  the  export  would  continue 
unchecked  under  its  operation.  They 
were  most  grateful  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  promise  to  preserve  an 
open  mind,  but  he  would  be  still  more 
satisfied  with  that  promise  if  he  were 
quite  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  for  all  his  colleagues  as  well, 
because  he  was  surrounded  by  col- 
leagues with  a  very  dangerous  passion 
for  taxes.  Import  taxes  as  well  as 
export  taxes  were  now  becoming 
popular,  and  this  desire  for  taxes  was 
growing  a  very  serious  thing.  If  we 
were  to  tax  what  came  in  and  what 
went  out,  the  effect  upon  trade  must  be 
very  serious.  He  thought  this  export 
tax  would  be  felt  more  seriously 
in  the  future  than  it  had  been 
hitherto,  and  if  that  were  so,  it 
would  act  not  merely  on  the  coal  trad^ 
but  as  a  diminution  of  our  general  trade. 
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Our  export  of  coal  was  but  one-half  of  a  '  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  was  certain^ 
branch  of  general  trade,  and  the  tax  about  it,  everybody  except  himself  was  in 
must  act  on  freights  and  the  shipping  |  fact  certain  about  it,  and  what  he  wanted 
trade.  As  an  export  tax  he  regarded  was  a  little  information.  He  did  not 
it  as  a  particularly  bad  tax,  and  while  follow  at  all  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ia 
he  thanked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- ,  his  figures.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
chequer  for  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  said  that  his  figures  went  to  prove  that 
the  arguments  put  before  him,  he  trusted  I  the  foreigner  paid  the  duty  ;  that  in  1900 


that  as  time  went  on  he  would  lend  as 
ready  an  ear  to  those  arguments  as  he 
had  done  to  the  arguments  of  the 
Opposition  in  other  directions. 


the  price  of  coal  at  the  pit's  mouth  was 
'  lOs.  9d.  and  the  price  for  export  was  IBs. 
I  6d.  a  diflFerence  of  58.  9d.  Then  the 
j  duty  came  into  operation  and  the  price  at 
the  pit's  mouth  was  9s.  4d.  and  the  export 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  '  Price  13s.  8d.  or  a  diflFerence  of  48.  4d.  less 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  during  ,  ^'^^  before  the  duty  was  put  on  In  the 
the  debate  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  second  year  the  price  at  the  pit  a  mouth 
chequer  had  been  entirely  alone  on  the  !  ^^^  Ss.  2A  and  the  export  pnoe  12s.  2d 
Treasury  Bench.  He  took  that  as  show- ;  oj"  »  difference  of  4s.  Now,  how  could 
ing  tha't  the  financial  proposals  were  i  *!»«*  go  *«  show  that  the  foreigner  paid 
entirely  agreed  to  by  the  Cabinet.  It  ^^^  ^^^7 '  He  confessed  that  it  was 
had  added  to  the  interest  of  the  debate  beyond  him  to  underetand  it.  pis 
that  there  had  been  no  sudden  disruption,  i  matter  of  the  final  incidence  of  the  duty 
and  it  had  added  also  to  the  satisfaction  i  ^as  no  doubt  a  very  senous  one  j  whether 
of  the  Hous?.  There  were  two  minor  i  »*  "^^  al^ay"*  the  consumer,  or  the  pro- 
points  on  which  he  should  like  to  make  ^ucer  who  Mid  the  duty  he  very  much 
some  brief  remarks.  He  understood  that  i  doubted.  If  time  were  given,  and  the 
the  argument  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  I  duty  allowed  to  remain  on  lone  enough. 
Exchequer  was  based  on    atiiHflt.i/>«    in  I  he  beheved  that  the  doctnne  of  diflrusion 


statistics  in 
M'hich  he  placed  implicit  confidence.  He 
should  imagine  that  the  statistics  were 
not  so  much  entitled  to  confidence. 
They  were  not  Board  of  Trade  statistics 
at  all.  The  fact  that  they  were  Customs 
statistics  seriously  decreased  hisconfidence 
in  them.  He  had  had  considerable  ex- 
perience of  ofiicial  statistical  Returns, 
and  he  confessed  he  had  the  greatest 
possible  distrust  of  them.  The  Minister 
at  the  head  of  a  great  Department  once 
said  that  when  he  wanted  figures  about 
anything  he  went  to  the  officials  and 
said  he  wanted  figures  on  such  and  such 
a  subject.  The  first  thing  the  Depart- 
ment said  was :  "  What  do  you  want  to 
prove  t "  He  knew  enough  about  statistics 
to  be  able  to  state  that  he  could  make 
the  most  contrary  conclusions  come  out 
of  the  same  figures,  and  he  was  quite 
sure  that  the  oflScials  in  the  various 
Departments  could  do  so  more  easily 
than  he  could.  The  increase  in  exports 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
referred  was  largely  due  to  bunker  coal,  on 
which  there  was  practically  a  premium, 
for  shipowners  were  induced  to  take  larger 
quantities  than  they  had  ever  done  before. 

One  other  part  he  wished  to  refer  to — 
viz.,  the  incidence  of  the  tax.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Durham  was  certain  about  it, 


came  in  —  that  everyone  concerned  in 
the  trade,  the  producer,  the  handler,  the 
machinery,  the  shipper,  the  seaman, — 
everyone  concerned  in  the  production, 
the  handling,  and  the  financing  of  the 
stuff  from  its  first  production  to  its  final 
consumption  paid  a  portion  of  the  duty. 
He  was  not  as  certain  about  his  notion  as 
other  people  were  about  their  dogmas, 
but  his  notion  was  that  if  the  tax  was 
continued  long  enough  there  was  a  system 
of  diffusion  whereby  everyone  concerned, 
paid  a  share. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  he  ought  to- 
have  excluded  the  year  1900,  which  they 
all  acknowledged  was  a  very  exceptional 
year.  In  1899  the  diflFerence  between  the 
price  per  ton  at  the  pit's  mouth  and  the 
export  price  was  2s.  lOd.  In  1901,  when 
the  tax  was  on,  the  diflFerence  was  48.  4d., 
and  there  was  left  to  the  coalowner 
3s.  4d.,  which  was  rather  more  than  in 
1899.  In  1902  the  diflFerence  was 
38.  lid.,  or,  after  deducting  the  Is., 
2s.  lid.,  almost  exactly  the  same  amount 
as  in  1899. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  said  he 
wished  to  urge  an  objection  to  the 
repeal     of     the    tax     which    had    not 
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ytt     been     brought     forward.      There 
was  another  side  to  the  question  than 
that  naturally    presented   by    the  hon. 
Members    who    all   represented   mining 
'Ccnstituencies.    It  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind  when  the  export  of  coal  was  com- 
pared with  that  of  cotton  or  woollen 
goods  that  coal  was  not  a  manufactured 
article.     No  one  had  made  it,  or  could 
make  it ;  and  it  was  perfectly  certain  that 
-every  ton  of  coal  taken  out  of  the  country 
diminished    our    stock.    Coal    was    our 
most  valuable  national  asset.     He  spoke 
as  a  land  reformer  who  held  very  strong 
views  about  the  claims  of  the  nation  to 
its  land ;  and  no  Act  of  Parliament,  no 
Charter,  no  deed  or  conveyance  could 
deprive  the  nation  of  its  rights  in  its 
minerals,  to  which  it  must  always  remain 
in  some  degree  a  claimant.    The  value  of 
coal  was  not  its  intrinsic  money  value, 
but  its  potential  value  as  the  very  basis  of 
.our  industrial  life.    An  hon.  Member  had 
spoken  about  the  time  which  was  coming 
when  there  would  be  some  substitute  for 
coal.    That  was  all  a  dream,  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision.    Then  it  was  said, 
"Why  not  tax  all  the  coall"    For  this 
reason,  no.     The  coal  which  the  nation 
used   the    nation   got    the    benefit    of. 
But  when  coal  was  exported  the  nation 
got  no  benefit ;  it  parted  with  a  national 
asset.     His  reply,  speaking  as  a  member 
of    the    nation,    and    representing    the 
nation,  about  coalowners'  profits   being 
diminished,  was,  "  Why  should  my  capitu 
be  diminished  without  my  getting  my 
fair  share  1 "    He  would  put  this  antuogy. 
Suppose  that  the  landlords  of  Lincolnshire 
sold  their  land  to  fill  up  the  Zuyder  Zee, 
would    the    nation    permit    that?    The 
coalowners  were  making  a  profit  by  send- 
ing the  coal  out  of  the  country,  and  he 
objected  to  that  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  taking  away  the  country,  taking 
away  hia  assets.     It  had  been  said  that 
this  coal  duty  was  the  best  way  to  prevent 
that ;  he  maintained  that  it  was  the  only 
way  at  present.    An  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  it  was  a  poor  kind  of  patriotism 
which  was  satisfied  with  a  duty  of  Is.  a 
ton  ;    but   it   was  something ;    it  was  a 
recognition  of  an  obligation  that,  as  the 
ultimate  owners  ot  the  land  the  nation 
was  unwilling  to  part  with  its  interest  in 
its  own  coal.    Too  much  had  been  heard 
about  the  coalowners  ;  the  main  question 
was    the    welfare    of    the   nation.     The 
-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  charm- 1 
Mr.  Harwood. 


ing  amiability  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
seemed  to  say  that  he  had  no  principle  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  He  oifered  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  one,  and  that  was 
the  claim  of  the  nation.  He  protested, 
as  a  member  of  the  nation,  and  speaking 
for  the  nation,  against  a  national  asset 
being  sent  out  of  3ie  country  without  the 
rights  of  the  nation  receiving  some 
recognition. 

*SiB  CHRISTOPHER  FURNESS 
(Hartlepool)  said  he  wished  to  consider 
the  matter  from  a  purely  business 
point  of  view.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  given  them  his  own 
figures,  and  he  thought  those  figures 
must  have  afifected  his  mind  on  this 
particular  point  Figures  might  be 
used  both  for  and  against  an  argu- 
ment, and  therefore  he  would  not  use 
many.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  his  speech  took  the  exports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  for  1902  as  show- 
ing that  this  tax  bad  not  affected  the 
export  trade.  He  was  glad  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also  gave 
the  exports  from  Germany,  so  that  a 
fair  comparison  between  the  two 
countries  might  be  made.  It  was  quite 
true  that  the  exf^orts  from  the  United 
Kingdom  for  1902  did  not  show  any 
diminution  but  a  comparatively  slight 
increase,  whilst  the  German  exports  for 
the  same  period  had  increased  by  over 
1,000,000  tons.  He  wished  to  state  that 
the  imposition  of  this  tax  had  had  a 
direct  effect  on  wages,  a  direct  effect  on 
the  production,  and,  what  was  most  im- 
portant, a  direct  effect  on  the  enterprise 
of  those  engaged  in  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  this  country,  and  he  should 
endeavour  to  show  that  the  imposition 
of  the  tax  had  also  affected  the'  export 
trade.  Why  was  it  that  the  exports 
for  1902  did  not  show  any  decrease  in 
consequence  of  this  tax  1  Take,  for 
instance,  one  of  his  own  works,  where 
they  consumed  in  1901,  in  the  making 
of  steel,  11,000  tons  of  coal  each  week. 
What  was  the  cpnsumption  in  1902  at 
the  same  works,  consequent  upon  the 
falling  off  in  foreign  trade  and  the 
diminished  demand  for  the  steel  pro- 
duced at  those  works  ?  Instead  of 
11,000  tons  per  week — involving  be 
tween  500,000  and  600,000  tons  of 
coal  for   the  year  —  the    consumption 
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for     1902     was    only    one-half    that  I 
amount.     It  naturally  followed  to    in-  ! 
quire  what   became  of    the  other  half.  | 
By  reason  of  those   works  being  short  j 
of    orders,  as    well    as    all    the   other  | 
works  ia     the     same     position,    some 
outlet    must    have    been    obtained    for 
that    coal,   and    the    consequence    was 
that    the  surplus    production     in    the 
«ountry  had  to    be  exported,   and  that 
accounted  for  the  sUght  increase  in  the 
exports.    To  his   mind   it  was  too  late 
in  the  day  for  those  engaged  from  day 
to  day  in  trade  to  argue  and  attempt 
to  show  that   the   placing  of  a   tax  on 
Any  article  of  export  was  not  going  to 
diminish  the  export  of  that  article.     He 
contended  that  the  imposition  of  taxa- 
tion on  coal,  which  was,  in  point  of  bulk, 
the  only  article  of  export-  this  country 
had  lefb,   directly  affected  that  export. 
The  impoffltion  of  ashillingtax  had  affected 
the  export,  as,  in  like  manner,  if  they 
had  given  a  bounty  of   Is    per  ton,  it  I 
required  no  argument  to  show  that,  by  ' 
reason  of   the    bounty,    the   export    of 
the  bounty-fed  article  would    have   in- 
creased.   He  also  contended  that  the  tax  { 
had  an  evil  effect  on  the  enterprise  of 
tliose  who  were  anxious  to  embark  their 
capital  in  the  development  of  the  trade 
and  industry  ot  the  country. 

It   was  said  that  one  great  reason  | 
for  the  proposed   change  in  the  fiscal  i 
policy  of  the  oountry  was  the  anxiety  | 
4»     find     employment     for     workmen  > 
-tind  to  extend    the   manufactures.     If 
that  was  the  object  he  should  like  to ' 
-give  one  effect  of   the  tax  as  showing  ' 
))ow  it  affected  the  enterprise  of  those  ' 
«agaged  in  trade.    Northumberland  had 
been  referred  to  fully  by  hon.  Members 
from  that  county,  and  in  his  experience 
there  was  one  matter  of  business  which 
!had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  incidence  of 
this  tax     He  was  invited  to   become 
<;onnected   with    a    large   company    in 
Northumberland,  which  owned  consider- 
able coalfields  in  the  county.    The  experts 
reported  that  there  was  practically  an 
•unlimited  quantity  of  coal  which  only 
required  development    The  same  com- 
pany owned  a    harbour,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  enlarge,  to  permit  the  load- 
ing of  large   steamers,  a  project  which 
would  have  helped  to  very  much  extend 
the  coal  trade  of  Northumberland.    He 
went  into  the  matter  and  arranged  for 


the  whole  of  the  capital  necessary,  not 
only  for  extending  and  deepening   the 
harbour,    but    for    the  building    of    a 
number    of    steamers     to     carry    the 
coal    and    the    necessary    capital     for 
the     development     of     the    collieries. 
The   moment    the   coal   tax  came  into 
force,   however,  it   was  pointed  out  to 
him    that    the    production    of   coal   in 
Northumberland  for    export    purposes 
was  83  per  cent,  of  the  total  production, 
and  the  financiers  and  capitalists  said  : 
"  How  can  you  ask  us  to  use  our  money 
in  developing  the  trade  when  you  are 
entirely    dependent    upon     the    export 
trade    for   customers    abroad,  and   the 
Government   have    taxed   your  export 
trade  from  Northumberland  1 "  He  could 
not  argue  against  that.    That  was  the 
direct  effect  of  the   tax  on   those  who 
were  willing  to  embark    money  in  en- 
couraging the  legitimate   industries  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  a  matter  which 
he  hoped  would  not  be  overlooked   by 
the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  when 
he  considered  the  serious  consequences  of 
this  tax  upon  trade.     He  should  like  to 
point   out  the  serious  effect  which  the 
placing  of  a   tax  upon   any  article  of 
export  had  upon  the  trade  of  the  country, 
particularly  an  article  like  coal,    which 
found  employment  for  so  many  hundreds 
of    steamers    built    in     this    country. 
He  could  trace  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
coal   industry   in   this   country  to  the 
development   of    shipyards    along    the 
north-east  coast,  as  well  as  the  erection 
of    steel   works.      The    vast    army    of 
hundreds    of   thousands   of    men     who 
were  employed    was   directly    traceable 
to   the   ever-increasing  export    of  coal. 
He  asserted    that  if    it    had  not    been 
for  the  coal  tax  their  exports  in  1902 
and    the    first    quarter    of    this    year 
would  have  been  considerably  in  excess 
of   those   figures   quoted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.     With  regard 
to  the  question  of  bunker  coal,  his  firm, 
along    with    many   others  engaged    ns 
shipowners,   had  been   in    the  habit  of 
loading  their  steamers  with  a  sufiicient 
quantity  of  bunker  coal  to  take  them 
to   their  loading   port  or   to  the   first 
coaling-station  on  the  way.      Since  the 
tax    had   been  imposed  the  shipowners 
had  been  enlarging  the  bunker  space  in 
the  steamers,  and  had  been   taking  on 
board    sufficient    coal    for    the    entire 
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voyage.    That    accounted    for    the    in-  j  but  never  a  more  foolish  one  than  when 
crease  in  the  export  of  coal,  as  shown  by  j  the    late    Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer 


the  returns  of  the  exports,  particularly 

on     the     north-east     coast.      Another 

reason   for  the   enormous  demand   for 

export  coal  was   the  strike  in  America 

and  the  strike  in  France.     He  was  not 

dealing  with  this  matter  from  the  point !         — ,  .        - --       ,  ,    ,    ^,       .    j  v  j 

of  view  of  one  interested  in   coalfields,    >ong  and  mteresting  debate  they  had  had» 

or  from  that  of  one  engaged  in   trade.  I  he  would  appeal   to   the  Committee  to 

manufacture,     and     industry    of     the\'^f^^^^.f^^'<'^' ^  ^^.^^^^^^.^ 
country,  giving  employment  to  between  I  g«t.'>»«  Bin  through  ^^fj""  *5«  *^«™°« 

-     *■       ---      He  took  a  serious  I  «»t*»"g'  ^^7}""^  ,'"  view  the  business  then 


invited  the  House  to  place  a  tax  on  an 
article  of  export  which  had  done  sO' 
much  for  the  development  of  the  trades 
and  industries  of  this  country. 

♦  Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  after  the 


30,000  and  40,000. 

view   of  this  new  departure  of  taxing  I 

one  section  of  an  important  industry. , 

He  made  the  statement  from  a  business  I 

point  of    view.      He  had   heard  many  !      The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  135 ;. 

foolish  statements  made  in  that  House, :  Noes,  273.     (Division  List  No.  128.) 


to  be  considered. 
Question  put. 
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Jessd,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
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Jordan,  Jwemiili 
Keuiaway,  Bt.  Hon.  SirJ.  H. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Keuyon-Slaney,  Ool.W.(iSWop 
Laurie,  Lieut -QeDcril 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glatgow 
LawMDoe,  Sir  Joe.  (Jfoiun'M) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  [Livtrfoei 
Lawson,J  ohnGrant(  Yorhi,ifIt 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  j^ienAsai) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Heniy 
Loder,  Gerald  Waiter  Enkine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  Vf.lBvesham 
Long.RtHn.  Walter(i}m«o/,S) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,Re);inala  J.  (Portemou^A 
Londim,  W. 
Lyttelion,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maitonoohie,  A.  W. 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  Jamee 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Max  well,  W.  J.  H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Middlemora,  Jn.Throgmorton 
Mi'chell.Edw  (Fermanagh,N.) 
Mitnhell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montsfrn,  O.  {H^mUingdon) 
More,  Hobt.  .Jasper  (Shropthirt 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  {Uonm'tksK.) 
Morrell,  G'Orge  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  WiU'am  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Munti,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray ,  KtHnA.Oi  aliam(.fiu<c 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (BcUh 
Mvers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Biieu,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salitkvry) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  B.  Welkitsy 
Pemberton,  John  S.  O. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  bir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jonee,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Battigfan,  Sir  William  Hsary 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Beid,  James  (OreenocK) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharsou 
Renshaw,  EUr  Charles  Bine 
Ridley.Hn.  M.W .(Staly bridge 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Belhnal  Oreen) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomaon 
Roberts,  Samuel  (^Aei^cf) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hachney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleston.  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Bolwrt 
Rothschild, Hon. LionelWalter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bnaaell,  T.  W. 
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Rutherford,  Jubn  (Latuxtshire) 
Sackrille,  Col.  S.  O.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samnel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saasoom,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Chaa.  Hilton  {Lincoln) 
Seely.Maj.  J.E.  ^.(IsleofWight 
Seton-Earr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Tien/reic) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Sloan,    Thomas   Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  {HeHford,  E.) 
Smith,  Jas.  Varka  (Lanarht.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  {8omer»et) 
Stanley,  Lord   (Lane*.) 
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Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTagi^art 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stroyan,  John 

Stratt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stnrt,  Hn.  HnmphieT  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {ChicKuter) 
Talbot.KtHn.  J.G.  (Ox/rf  Unw 
Taylor,  Austin  (Eagt  Toxteth) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter  | 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M.  ' 
Tritton,  Cnarleg  Eme«t  | 

Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward  i 
Yalentia,  Yisconnt  ' 

Vincent, ColSirC.E.H(5A«ffi<-W  ^ 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde.  Colonel  C.  E.  ( 

Webb,  Col.  William  Oeorg^  , 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(rfl[M»<on  ' 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd  ; 
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Whiteley,H(^«A<o»-'Mnrf-£yn« 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willonghby  de  Ereeby,  iiord 
Willox.  Sir  John  Axenibald 
Wilson,  John  [Glasgow) 
Wilaon-Todd,  W.  H.  (Torht.) 
Wodehon8e,Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Ai/A> 
WoUf    QnsUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stnart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Terbnrgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 
Tonng,  Samnel 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrnther. 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, ! 
£.)  said  he  would  not  move  his  Amend- ; 
ment. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    WALTON    said    the' 
necessity  for  a  change    in  the  law  in  i 
the    direction    of    the    Amendment    he ' 
now    proposed    to    move    was    brought ' 
to   his  notice  by  an   instance  to  which  , 
he  would  briefly  refer.    A  man  assigned  ■ 
before  marriage  to  the  woman  he  was  I 
about    to    wed    two    life    policies    in  | 
consideration    of    marriage.     The    two 
policies  were    assigned    absolutely,    the 
whole  beneficial  interest  being  c.onveyed 
to     the    assignee.     Shortly    after    the 
assignment   was  completed  the  marriage 
took  place   and  from  her  marriage  day 
the  wife  was  the  possessor  of  those  policies 
and  was  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  them  in 
any  way  she  thought  best.     There  was  no 
covenant  as  to  the  payment  of  future 
policies  in  the  assignment,  but  unfortu- 
nately, the  husband  instead  of  handing 
the    money    to    the    wife    to    pay    the 
premiums  year  by  year  to  the  assurance 
company,  paid  the  premimus  himself  direct, 
and  on  his  death,  although  he  had  no 
interest  whatever    in   the  policies,    the 
Somerset  House  authorities  put    in    a 
claim  and  recovered  X400  death  duties  on 
the  jE  10,000  covered  by  the  policies  in 
respect  to  which  the  deceased  man  had 
no  interest  whatever.    A  more  glaring 
robbery  of  the  widows  and  orphans  on 
the  part  of  the  State  could  not  possibly 
be  found.     He  had  been  told  that  if  this 
clause    was   introduced  in  this    Bill  it 
would  introduce   a  new  principle,  but  if 
the  principle  of  equity  and  justice  was 
a  new  principle  the  sooner  it  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Finance  Bill  the  better.    The 


clause  he  proposed  was  strictly  limited  in 
its  application.  It  merely  provided  that 
where  any  irrevocable  assignments  had 
been  made  before  marriage  the  sums- 
receivable  under  such  assignments 
should  not  become  liable  to  estate 
duty.  He  was  quite  aware  that  th» 
consideration  of  marriage  might  not,  in 
the  eye  of  some  persons,  be  a  valuable 
consideration,  though  they  were  told  in 
"  the  Book  "  of  a  good  woman  that  "  her 
price  is  above  rubies."  He  begged  tH> 
move. 

New  Clause  (Exemption  from  estate 
duty  of  policies  of  life  assurance  assigned, 
in  consideration  of  marriage) : 

"  The  bond  fide  purchase  referred  to  ia 
Section  3  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  shall 
include  every  case  of  an  assignment  in  consider- 
ation of  marriaee  by  either  party  to  the 
marriage  for  the  oenent  of  all  or  any  of  the 
parties  or  ofl^pring  of  the  marriage  of  any 
policy  of  insurance  on  th  e  life  of  a  paity  to  the 
marriage,  and  the  sums  receivable  nntter  such 
policy  shall  not  become  liable  to  either  estate- 
duty  by  reason  only  of  the  manner  in  whidi, 
or  person  by  whom,  the  policy  is  kept  np." — 
(Mr.  Joseph  Walton.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
law  because  of  some  particular  casa  He 
had  always  been  of  opinion  that  legisla- 
tion under  such  conditions  was  extremely 
dangerous.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said  in 
this  particular  case  the  policy  was  assigned, 
and  while  the  individual  was  alive  he 
continued  to  pay  the  premiums.    If  he- 
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had  not  continued  to  pay  the  premiums 
no  estate  duty  would  have  been  claimed 
vhen  he  dieid,  but  inasmuch  as  he  had 
chosen  to  pay  the  premiums  the  money 
fell  in  at  his  death. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON: 
gift  to  the  wife. 


It  was  a 


I  when  once  introduced,  the  Finance  Bii 
I  raised  every  question  in  the  country,  and 
I  that  any  Amendment  could  be  introduced. 
I  That  right  had  been  taken  advantage  of. 

He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

was  under  a  misapprehension. 


♦Mr.  KITCHIE  said  it  was  not  a  gift 
because  if  the  premiums  had  not  continued 
to  be  paid  no  money  would  have  been 
left.  A  change  of  this  kind  in  the 
law  could  not  be  confined  to  marriage 
settlements,  but  would  have  to  be 
applied  to  all  other  settlements  where 
policies  of  assurance  were  concerned, 
but,  in  any  case,  he  pointed  out  that 
if  the  law  was  to  be  amended,  if  it 
was  desirable  that  the  law  should  be 
amended,  and  a  good  case  was  made  out 
for  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  general, 
with  regard  to  this  matter  it  would  be 
better  dealt  with  in  another  way.  He 
hoped  in  the  course  of  the  session  to  bring 
forward  an  omnibus  Bill  connected  with 
matters  of  finance,  and  if  he  did  the 
hon.  Member  would  be  in  a  better 
position  to  propose  an  Amendment  of 
this  nature.  This  Bill  was  a  Bill  to 
carry  out  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  as  explained  in  the  Budget, 
and  he  would  deprecate  enlarging  it  in 
the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  could 
not  for  a  moment  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he 
would  remind  him  that  one  of  the 
salient  principles  of  the  estate  duties  of 
1894  was  that  marriage  had  ceased  to  be 
a  valuable  consideration.  He  rose  mainly 
to  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  was  slightly  in  error  in  stating 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  place  to 
introduce  such  a  clause.  This  was  the 
only  place.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
predecessor  introduced  six  Amendments 
to  the  Finance  Act  of  1896,  raising  the 
estate  duties  of  the  Act  of  1894.  He 
knew  that  perfectly  well  because  he 
introduced  five  of  them  himself. 

♦Mr.  KITCHIE :  What  I  said  was  that 
this  Bill  was  confined  by  the  Grovemment 
to  carrying  out  the  proposals  of  the 
Budget. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kifew  perfectly  well  that 


*Mr.  RITCHIE : 
at  all. 


I  did  not  mean  that 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  «a* 
glad  to  hear  that  statement.  He  merely 
rose  to  point  out  that  fact.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would  not 
now  press  his  Amendment. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  said  that  in 
view  of  the  promise  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  this  matter 
he  would  not  press  his  Motion.  Although 
he  claimed  the  right  to  take  a  division, 
he  was  now  disposed  to  clear  the  way 
for  the  Employment  of  Children 
Bill  by  withdrawing  this  clause.  But 
they  had  gained  the  distinct  advantage 
by  this  discussion  that  they  had  obtained 
the  definite  statement  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  the  husband  had 
handed  the  money  over  to  the  wife  to  paj' 
the  premiums  she  would  have  avoided 
estate  duty.  Under  those  circumstances- 
nobody  would  have  supposed  the 
Government  woidd  have  ttucen  advan- 
tage of  what  was  purely  an  error  of 
judgment  in  not  doing  so. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  did  not  say  that 
the  handing  of  the  money  by  the  husband 
to  the  wife  to  pay  che  premiums  would 
take  the  matter  out  of  the  category  of 
taxation.  What  he  said  was  that  if  the 
wife  paid  the  premiums  it  would  do  so. 
If  there  was  any  collusion  between  husband 
and  wife  he  was  not  sure  what  the 
effect  would  be. 

Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Aker.'J 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  said 
that  although  they  did  not  all  agree  as 
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to  the  details  of  this  measure  they 
were  all  agreed  aa  to  the  importance 
which  attached  to  the  Bill  and  were 
most  anxious  to  see  it  passed  into  law. 
Unfortunately  he  had  been  unable  to 
take  part  in  the  discussions  before  the 
Grand  Committee  upstairs  and  he 
desired  to  thank  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  acting  in  his  stead.  He  begged 
to  move  the  first  new  clause  which  stood 
in  his  name  on  the  Paper.  The  object 
of  the  clause  was  to  exempt  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Act.  In  all  such  schools  the 
work  was  controlled  by  rules  made  by  a 
responsible  board  of  management  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Home  Office  and  the 
schooh  were  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Home  Office  iitspec-tor.  He  did  not 
think  there  could  be  any  objection 
offered  to  this  clause,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  allow  it  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

New  Clause  (Saving  for  industrial  and 
other  schools) : 

"Nothing  in  this  Act  or  in  any  by-law 
made  thereunder  shall  apply  to  the  exercise  of 
manual  labour  by  any  child  under  order 
of  detention  in  a  certified  indostrial  or 
reformatory  school,  or  by  any  child  while 
receiving  instruction  in  manual  labour  io  any 
school." — {Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

*SlR  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
^id  he  presumed  that  no  profit  would 
be  derived  from  the  labour. 

•Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS  :  CerUinly 
there  wiU. 

♦Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  said 
the  hon.  Baronet  who  had  just  put  a 
question  to  the  Home  Secretary  ap- 
parently was  not  aware  that  not  only 
was  there  a  profit  derived  from  the 
labour,  but  there  was  an  enormous  profit 
He  did  not  ^^nsh  to  oppose  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  clause  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  allow  him  to  insert 
the  words  of  which  he  had  given  him 
private  notice.  He  desired  to  move 
"  in  line  2  of  the  Home  Secretary's  new 
clause  after  the  word  '  labour '  to  insert 
the    words   'during  a  portion   of    the 

Mr.  Akers  Doughu. 


school  hours.'  "  The  reason  he  moved 
those  words  was  that  if  they  were  going 
to  allow  the  children  in  industrial  and 
reformatory  schools  to  remain  outside 
the  operation  of  this  Bill,  at  least  thoy 
ought  to  limit  it  to  the  time  during 
which  they  were  in  the  school,  and  not 
make  it  applicable  to  the  whole  of  their 
lives. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  upon  a  point  of 
order  asked  if  the  Second  Reading  of  t  lie 
Clause  ought  not  to  be  disposed  of  before 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :   Yes,  that  is  so. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University)  said  he  hoped  the  Home 
Secretary  would  not  press  this  claus-. 
He  did  not  think  he  had  adduced 
any  satisfactory  reason  why  these  poor 
children  should  be  deprived  of  the  pro- 
tection which  the  Bill  gave  to  all  other 
children.  Industrial  and  reformatory 
schools  were  managed  by  volunteer 
managers,  and  the  children  were 
employed  not  only  for  purposes  of 
instruction  but  also  for  profit,  upon 
which  the  maintenance  of  the  schools 
largely  depended.  The  schools  were 
supported  partly  by  grants  of  public 
money  and  partly  by  the  labour  of  the 
children.  If  any  class  of  children  re- 
quired the  protection  of  the  local 
authority  under  this  Bill  he  thought  it 
was  the  children  in  these  schools.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  rules  of  the  schools 
were  made  by  boards  of  managers,  but 
the  managers  were  interested,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  those  children  ought  to 
be  protected  under  the  BL'l.  He  agreed 
that  the  industrial  and  reformatory 
schools  were  extremely  well  managed, 
but  there  were  some  schools  in  which 
the  children  worked  very  hard  and  were 
employed  upon  work  which  was  not  at 
all  instructive  or  educational,  and  very 
often  they  were  employed  for  long  hours. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  local 
authority  ought  to  be  able  to  bring  those 
schoob  under  the  regulations  which 
applied  to  other  schools. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINQS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  said  if  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  refer  to  the  reports  of  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools  he  would  not 
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fiad  that  there  was  any  overworking  of 
the  children.  A  number  of  benevoknt 
pjrsons  at  great  cost  of  time  and  money 
became  managers  of  those  schools,  and  he 
thought  they  might  fairly  be  trusted  to 
do  nothing  that  would  unduly  weigh 
upon  the  children.  He  thought  the 
Home  Secretary  was  perfectly  right  in 
his  new  clause,  and  he  thought  there 
ought  to  be  a  limit  of  interference  with 
the  wise  and  careful  action  of  the 
managers  of  industrial  and  reformatory 
schools  to  whom  they  owed  so  much. 
He  thought  those  managers  would  be 
the  very  first  to  see  that  nothing  was 
done  in  the  direction  of  overworking  the 
children,  who,  as  a  rule,  were  given  plenty 
of  time  for  recreation.  If  the  time  in  the 
school  was  nut  to  be  filled  up  according 
to  the  judgment  of  the  managers,  he 
thought  great  harm  would  be  done. 
ISurely  they  could  leave  this  matter  to 
the  discretion  of  the  managers,  who  had 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  such  dis- 
cretion. 

The  under  -  SECRETAKY  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  HO -ME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Cochrane,  Ayrshire,  N.) 
pointed  out  that  besides  applying  to 
industrial  and  reformatory  schools  this 
Bill  would  also  apply  to  blind  asylums 
and  other  places.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  labour  in  the  schools  was  carried  on 


for  profit,  but  not  in  tha  sense  in  which 
it  was  generally  understood.  This  clause 
has  been  very  carefully  considered  by 
the  Home  Department,  and  he  would 
remind  the  Hx>use  that  those  schools 
were  inspected  by  the  Home  OfiSce 
inspectors,  and  if  they  placed  them  under 
the  local  authority  thev  might  have 
by-laws  made  by  the  local  authority 
which  might  come  into  conflict  with  the 
rules  now  governing  those  institutions. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added. 

*  Mr.  TENNANT  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  accepted  the  addition  of 
the  words  he  had  suggested. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  No. 

♦Mr.  TEN'NANT:  Then  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  I  have 
given  notice. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2  after  the  word  '  labour '  to  insert 
the  words  'during  a  portion  of  the  school 
hours.'" — (Mr.  Teniiant.) 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  84 ;  Noes, 
209.     (Division  List  No.  129.) 


Abraham,  William  (Shondda) 
Allan,  Sjir  William  (Gatetheetd 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  {Olog.,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barrao,  Rowland  Hirst 
Ba,jlej,  Thomas  (Derbi($hire) 
Black,  Alexander  Wi]ii>un 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 

Bmimer,  Sir  John  Tomlimson 
Bryce,  Kght  Hon.  James 
Bnina,  John 
Caldwell,  Jamex 
Cameron,  Robtrrt 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channin|{.  Francis  Allcton 
OiMg,  Robert  Hnnter  {Lanark 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
DavieB.M.Vaugban  (Cardigan 
DQke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  CSiarlet 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Fra'ik 
Feowidc,  Charlec 
Ktzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foiiter,SirMichn«l(Xon<{.  Univ. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derhu  Co. 
Falter.  3.  M.  F. 


AYES. 

fioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gray,  Ernest  ( Wett  Scun) 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (ittrthyr  Tyd 
Harwood,  Q«orge 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemie,  Kor\'al  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobbonse,C.  E.  H.  (BrUlol,E.) 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hutchinson.Dr.  Cbarlet-Fredk. 
Jones,   Pavid  B.  (Sv}ansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (C amarwnthirt!) 
Jordan,  Jeremiaib 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Lambert,  George 
Langlev,  Batty 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Longh,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  George 
Mansfield,  Horace  BendaJQ 
Markham,  Arthnr  Basil 
Morgan, J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Murphy,  John 
Parting^n,  Oswald 


Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walthik 
Philippe,  John  Wynfoid 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rigg,  Richard 
RolMrts,  John  H.  (DeiMgh$, 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell    T.  W. 
Samuel  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Sowick,  B.y 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarskirt) 
T»lbot,RtHn.J.G.(Oir/'rft^»uj. 
IVtylor,  Theo.  C.  {Badcliffe\ 
Thomas,  A.  (OormartMm,  B.) 
Thoniaf  ,SirA.  (Glamoraan,E. ) 
Thoma8,DavidAlfred(Aferf%r 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.B.} 
Tomkinson,  James 
Wallace,  Bobart 
Wason  Job nCathcarl( Orkney) 
WWte.  Luke  (Fori,  S.  S.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcuter.,  N.) 

Tellers  fob  the  ayes— 
Mr.  Tennant  and  Mr. 
Broadhnrst. 
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Agg-Oardner,  Jamea  T^to 
Ai'kwrighi,  John  Btanho^.e 
Amold-Jf'orster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  WilUam 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Su:  John 
Builey,  Jomei  ( Waiworth) 
Jtain,  Colonel  Jamea  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 
Bttlfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hortisej/) 
Balfoai,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
Bany,  E.  (Cori,  S.) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Ueniy  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
fiirwood.  Jamas 
BiU,  Charles 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowle8,T.  Gihaon  [Lynn  Begu) 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brotherton,  Edward  AUeo 
Butcher,  Juhn  George 
Campbell,  Kt  Hn  J  A  (Olwij.) 
Campbell,  J. HM.  (DublinUniv 
Campbell,  John  [Armagh,  S.. 
Cautiey,  Henry  Strother 
CavendiBh,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanct.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W  (Derbyshire 
Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chainberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn  J.  A(  Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  (Southmpln 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charriiigtoii,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A.  ' 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E.  \ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis  | 

CoUinRs,  Rijiht  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Cha«.  Ready  ! 
ComptoD.  Lord  Alwyne  i 

CoodoD,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,Charle8Curti8(./«<nm,5 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Oean,  Eugoie 
Cross,  Alexander  (CHatgow) 
CroM,  H.  Shepherd  (BolUm) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 

DalkeiUi,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,ChaH.Rani8ay((ra/4ray) 


Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Forter,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  8.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
(Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibtis,HnA.6.H(C!'tto  of  Land 
Godson,SirAugU8tusFrederick 
Cordon,  J.  (liondonderry,  S.) 
Gordon.Maj  Evans-t^r.  Smitg 
Gore,Hii.U.  KC.  Orrasby-(&i/o2» 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  P.Ormsby-  {Line 
Crenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,  Kt.HD.Ld.G.(.Vi<ra; 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  [Londondy 
Hare,  Thomas  Leieh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fiederidc  Q. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath.  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  {Staff >.,  N.W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare.  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hope,  J.  F.   {Sheff..   fftiide) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson  , 

Howard,  .1.  (Kent,  Faversham)  '  Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Howard,  J.  (^irfrf..  y'o<t'AaTO     Sloan,   Thomas  Henrv 
Button,  John  {Yorht,  N.R.)      Smith,  Abel H.  (Hertford, East 
Jehb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse  !  Smith,H.C.(AartA'»t*7y»«»»rff 
Joyce    Michael  Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lemarht.) 

aS^L^'-  '^•'^""'^    |J«w"t  Sir  M  J.  MTaggart 
Kilbride,  De,i,  'I'^^dX^^'''^ 

Stmtt.  Hon.  Charlee  Hedley 
Sturt,  H<'n.  Huuiphiy  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (Eatt  ToxUth) 
Thorburii,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
TrittOM,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 


O'Brien,  Jamea  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Ttliennw) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (LietrpoM) 
O'Donnell,  John  (lletyo,  8.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (SaUAwy) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  B.  Welleafey 
PembertoD,  John  S.  O. 
Percy,  Eacl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
PInmmer,  Walter  E. 
PoweU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Preiyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin.  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Oreenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquhanon 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie.  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomaon 
Roberta,  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Robeit-OD,  H.  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Kopner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford.  John  (Lanetuhire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfor.1 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoute) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 


Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J<^  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfleld- 
Dimsdale.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  0. 
Doogao,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Donslas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford.Sir  WilUam  Theodore 
Dulfy,  Wniiam  J. 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Doming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 

Faber.Edmund  K{HanU,  W.) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A  il  wyn  tk)  ward 
Fergnsoon,  Rt.  HnSirJ.  (^onc'r 
FfrsDch,  Peter 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Geoi^ge  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 


Laurie,  Lient.-General 
l.aw,  Andrew  Bonnr  (Glangov;) 
Lawemce,SirJoseph  (Monm'th 
Ulwson,JohnGrant(  Yorhi,NR 
Lees.  Sir  Elliott  (Birhenhtad) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lon|t,Rt.  Hn.Walter(Bris<o/,S 
Loyd,  Archie  Kiikman 
Lucas,  Repaid  3.(Portgmoiith 
Lnndon,  W. 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
MacVea^h,  Jeremiah 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 


M'Killop,  iaa.tStirlingihire) 
Maxwell,  W.J. H.  (Dvmjriessh 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,Edw.  (Fermanagh,N. 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
M  ontagu,Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants. ) 
More,Ki>bt.Ja8per  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Oeorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morion,   Arthur  H.Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mnrray,RtHnA.  Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Col  WyndIiaju(£a<A) 
Hyen.  William  Henry 


Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  Oeorge 
Whiteley,H  (Ashton-und-Lyne 
Willoughby  de  Eiesby.  Lord 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Torki.) 
Wodehonse,  Rt  Hn.E.K.(ito/A 
'•  WolS.  Onstav  Wilhelm 
I  Wortley,Rt.  HonC.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
i  Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
WjTidhara-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Tonag.  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrather. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OP  CHILDREN  BILL. 
As  amended   (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

♦Mr.    AKERS    DOUGLAS    said    he 
moved  the  new  clause  standing  in  his 
name  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating  in 
the  Bill  a  section  of  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to    Children   Act,    1894.     The 
object  of  the  new  clause  was  to  exempt 
from  the   BUI   children   who   were   em- 
ployed upon  the  stage,  subject  to  certain 
provisions.     As  the  Bill  now  stood  chil- 
dren were  prohibited  from  employment 
after  9   o'clock   in   the  evening.      This 
would  interfere  with  the  employment  of 
children  on   the  stage.     He  was  aware 
that  an  Amendment  to  prevent  this  was 
moved  in  the  Grand  Committee  by  his 
hon.  friend  the  Under-Secretary  to  the 
Home   Department  (Mr.  Cochran^,  and 
■was  there  rejected.  But  very  considerable 
concessions  had  been  made  with  a  view 
to  meeting  the  views  of  hon.    Members 
who  opposed  the    clause  in  the  Grand 
Committee,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that, 
not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  children 
themselves,  whom  he  honestly   thought 
should  not  be  deprived  of  this  method  of 
•earning    a  livelinood  but    also    in  the 
interests  of  the  Bill  itself,   this  clause 
would  be  accepted.     Because  he  feared 
greatly  that  if  all  children  who  now  found 
employment  on  the  stage  were  prohibited 
from  their  calling  the  later  stages  of  this 
Bill  in  this  House  and  in  another  place 
would  be  very  seriously  jeopardised.     He 
was  most  anxious  that  a  Bill  for  the 
regulation  of  the  employment  of  children 
should  be  passed,  and  that  it  should  be 
passed  this  session.     It  was  proposed  by 
this  clause  that,  following  the  exemptions 
which   were    already  given    under    the 
provisions  of  the  Cruelty  to  Children  Act, 
1894,  the  employment  of  children  should 
be  allowed  on  a  licence  granted  by  a  magis- 
trate. ^^These  licences  were  granted  in 
London  by  the  Metropolitan  Police  Magis- 
rates,  and   contained    very    strict    pro- 
vifflons.    He  had  been  informed  that  the 
provincial  magistrates  in  granting  these 
licences  also  took  great  care  before  they 
granted  them  at  all  with  regard  to  the 
conditions  of  the  licences.      At  present 
the  licences  were  require^ only  for  children 
employed  in  theatres  under  the  age  of 
«lerven.    But  under  the  Bill  as  it  now 


stood  that  age  would  be  extended  to 
fourteen.  Now  the  conces^^ions  they 
nad  made  in  this  clause  are  twofold : 
First  of  all,  the  age  of  complete  prohi- 
bition is  raised  from  seven  to  nine  years ; 
and  second,  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the 
conditions  of  the  magistrates'  licences 
were  carried  out,  which  was  now  per- 
formed by  the  Factory  Inspectors,  was 
given  over  to  the  local  authorities.  So 
^r  they  have  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
views  expressed  in  the  Grand  Committee 
against  the  proposals  to  licence  children 
for  the  stage  at  all  The  hon  Member 
for  South  Armagh  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  the  same  effect  as 
the  new  Clause  now  moved,  and  he  (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas)  admitted  it  was  down  on 
the  Paper  before  the  Government  put 
down  their  Amendment,  but  they  were 
of  opinion  that  the  Amendment  went 
too  far,  and  so  brought  forward  the  one 
now  before  the  House.  He  did  not 
think  the  House  generally  would  deaire 
to  deprive  the  children  of  their  employ- 
ment on  the  stage.  From  inquiries  he 
had  instituted  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  children  now  employed  were 
really  in  the  majority  of  cases  well  cared 
for,  well  fed  and  well  clothed,  and  their 
education  also  was  well  looked  after.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a 
very  serious  blow  for  the  children  and 
their  parents,  and  also  to  the  large 
number  of  people  who  enjoy  the  amuse- 
ment and  refreshment  given  to  their 
erve<  by  theatres  in  London,  if  the 
children  were  no  longer  to  be  allowed  to 
pursue  their  career  on  the  stage.  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  Amendment,  and  that  they  would 
realise  that,  although  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee were  unable  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  his  hon.  friend  a  few 
weeks  ago,  the  Government  had  gone 
some  considerable  distance  in  arranging 
the  difficulty,  and  that  the  Committee 
would  now  accept  this  clause. 

New  Clause  (Incorporation  and  Amend- 
ment of  S.  3,  of  57  and  58  Vic,  0.  41) : 

"  Section  3  of  The,  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  .\ot,  1894  (which  regulates  the  em- 
ployment of  children  in  public  entertainments), 
shall  have  effeo  as  if  re-eoaoted  in  thi^  Act. 
Provided  as  follows :— (I)  A  licence  under  that 
section  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  child  under 
the  age  of  nine  years,  and  (2)  any  inspector 
or  mhtr  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  Act  shall  have  and  may  -exercise  all  the 
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powers  of  an  inspector  of  factories  and  work- 
shops under  that  section,  and  that  section  shall 
apply  aocordingly."— (Afr.  Secretary  Akerg 
Dcmglcu.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
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has  on  the  Paper.  The  question  before 
the  House  is  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Clause.  After  that  has  been  carried, 
of  course,  the  hon.  Member  could 
proceed  to  move  and  speak  upon  the 
Amendment. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
in  the  Grand  Committee  upstairs  there 
had  been  considerable  discussion,  and 
it  was  there  he  had  first  discovered 
that  children — they  might  almost  say 
babies — of  seven  years  of  age  could 
obtain  a  licence  from  the  magistrate 
to  be  employed  in  the  great  theatres 
and  minister  to  the  amusement,  and,  as 
be  understood  the  Home  Secretary  to 
say,  to  the  refreshment  of  the  nerves  of 
the  audience.  He  was  bound  to  say  it 
was  at  this  time  that  he  recdved  his 
instruction  upon  this  matter  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Manchester,  who 
exhibited  a  ^reat  state  of  excitement, 
and  expressed  great  lamentation  to  the 
Committ«e,  and  a  great  condition  of 
horror  in  the  contemplation  that  young 
children  of  seven  years  of  age  should  be 
deterred  from  employment  in  theatres. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.  W.) 
said  he  supported  his  hon.  friend  when  he 
suggested  that  the  age  should  be  raised. 
He  was  quite  ready  to  agree  to  a  much 
higher  increase  of  age  than  from  seven 
to  nine. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  thought  the  hon. 
Member  was  referring  to  a  later  stage 
of  the  discussion.  It  was  he  (Mr.  Broad- 
hurst)  who  suggested  the  nine  years 
restriction,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  for  Manchester 
had  asked  with  horror  what  would 
happen  to  the  British  public  if  children 
of  tender  years  were  precluded  from 
taking  part  in  "  A  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream."  It  was  that  which  excited  his 
(Mr.  Broadhurst's)  curiosity,  and  then 
he  learnt  for  the  first  time  that  children 
of  seven  years  of  age  could  be  employed 
in  theatres. 

Mk.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
appears  to  me  to  be  entering  into  the 
question  of  the  Amendment  which  he 


Mr.  BROADHURST  :  That  being  so 
I  will  say  no  more  at  present. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
Univtrsity)  said  he  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  Home  Secretary  would  not 
press  this  Clause  upon  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  was  fairly  discussed  up- 
stairs, and  the  Committee  resolved  ahnost 
unanimously  that  the  Clause  should  not 
be  passed.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
it  was  too  bad  that  a  Clause  of  this  kind 
under  the  circumstances  should  now  Ije 
brought  before  the  House  by  a  membcF 
of  the  Government.  Of  course  if  the 
Home  Secretary  insisted  upon  the 
Clause  there  was  no  chance  of  its  being 
defeated,  because  the  Government  sup- 
porters would  vote  as  they  were  directed 
without  knowing  anything  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  question.  What  wa» 
really  asked  by  the  clause  was  that 
theatrical  managers  should  be  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  these  young  children  should  be 
depri'^ed  of  the  protection  which  this 
Bill  would  afford.  There  was  no  reasoi* 
why  these  managers  should  have  this 
special  and  particular  favour  at  the  hands, 
of  the  Government.  So  far  as  the 
merits  went  there  was  a  good  deal  said 
in  the  Grand  Committee  at  the  time  on 
the  whole  question.  So  far  as  Londoa 
was  concerned  the  employment  of 
children  was  merely  a  question  of  money. 
London  managers  employed  children 
because  they  were  cheap.  It  waa  a 
question  of  cheap  child  labour;  they 
were  employed  in  the  place  of  grown-up 
baUet  girls,  who  required  higher  wages. 

The  Member  for  South  Manchester  had 
made  a  statement  that  if  a  child  of 
seven  years  were  not  employed  it  would 
be  impossible  ever  again  to  produce  "  A 
Midsummer  Night's  Dream."  Those  who 
were  as  old  as  he  would  remember 
the  admirable  performance  of  "  A  Mid- 
summer Night's  Dream"  given  by 
Mr.  Charles  Eean.  He  had  OO' 
children  on  the  stage.  The  whole  thing 
was  performed  by  adult  ballet  girls,  how- 
were  remarkably  pretty  and  who  had  the 
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merit  also  of  being  respectable.    That,  of 
coarse,  would  be  in  the  early  Victorian  days, 
when  respectability  was  still  supposed  to 
be  attractive.     The  children  who  were 
the  subject  of  this  Amendment  were  of 
three  classes.     They  had  heard  up  to  now 
only    about    the    first  class  of  children. 
The    first    class    were   those   who  were 
regularly  employed  in  London  theatres 
and  those  of  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
and  other  great  towns.     He  had  nothing 
to  say  against  the  employment  of  these 
children.      He  believed  such  persons  as 
Miss  Ellalaine  Terriss  and  Mr.  Beerbohm 
Tree  treated  the  children  extremely  well. 
They  were  well  cared  for  and  well  paid, 
for  their  age,  and  if  that  was  the  only  class 
nothing  fm-ther  need  be  said.     But  there 
were  two  other  classes  of  children  of  whom 
the  Home  Secretary  did  not  know  any- 
thing.     First   there    were    the    touring 
children,  and    secondly    there    are    the 
circus  children.     He  had  made  inquiries 
about    the    touring    child.    They    were 
children  who  were  dragged   from  town 
to  town,  and  so  far  from  their  being  well 
cared  for  they  were  let  out  by  drunken 
mothers  who  led  them  wretched   lives, 
and    they    were  given  in  charge  of  the 
woman  who  kept  the  theatre  wardrobe  or 
whoever  else  would  take  care  of  them  at 
the  cheapest  possible  price.  They  were  not 
well  paid,  not  taught   at   all,  and    were 
dragged  about  from  town  to  town,  living 
under  the  most  miserable  conditions  and 
becoming  objects  of  very  great  pity.    He 
derived     that     information     not    from 
managers  but  from  persons  in  the  pro- 
fession.    He  had  letters   written  to  him 
by  persons  in  the  profession    who  read 
what  was  being  done  in  Qrand  Committee. 
What  was  true  of  the  touring  child  was 
even  more  so,  if  possible,  in  the  case  of  the 
circus   child.     He    did    not  approve,  in 
regard  to  this  class  of  children,  that  the 
poiuce  magistrate  should  be  the  person  to 
lioense    the    child.     So  far    as    London 
was     concerned    it  did    not    so     much 
matter,  because  no  doubt   arrangements 
were  made  in  I^iondon  by  which  children 
were   brought  up  when  there  was  no- 
body about.     But  in  the  country  it  was 
a    very   different  thing.     The    touring 
company,  as  a  rule,  arrived  on  a  Sunday, 
and  the  first  thing  on  Monday  morning 
these  children  were  dragged  before  the 
police  court  amid  drunken  people,  thieves, 
and  so  forth,  to  be  licensed ;  and  it  was 
extremely  undesirable  that  they  should 


be  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  of  a 
criminal  court.  Therefore,  in  the  interesta 
of  ihe  children  themselves,  he  thought 
it  was  most  desirable  that  the  police 
magistrates  should  be  relieved  of  the 
function  of  licensing  them,  and  that  it 
should  devolve  upon  the  local  authoritiea 
to  make  such  provision  for  these 
children  as  they  did  over  every  other 
child  employed  in  their  district.  Ther» 
was  no  reason  why  these  children  should 
be  exempted  from  the  law-  The  Me 
they  led,  when, they  were  dragged  from 
place  to  place  and  introduced  to  tlie 
atmosphere  of  a  criminal  court,  was  not 
calculated  to  make  them  good  citizens. 
The  best  proof  of  that  was  that  no 
theatrical  manager,  either  m  London  or 
the  provinces,  would  allow  his  own 
children  to  be  taken  about  by  a  travelling 
company  or  allow  them  to  go  upon  the 
stage  until  they  arrived  at  years  of  dis- 
cretion. On  that  ground  he  hoped  the 
House  would  reject  the  clause,  and  that 
the  Home  Secretary  would  allow  these 
children  to  have  the  protection  which 
this  Bill  was  intended  to  give. 

Mr.  T£NNANT  said  the  House  had 
been  much  impressed  by  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who- 
for  so  many  years  had  had  charge  of  the 
education  of  the  children  of  this  country. 
He  wished  to  associate  himself  with 
most  of  the  remarks  that  had  fallen 
from  him,  and  the  many  conclusions  he 
had  placed  before  the  House.  This  so  t 
of  legislation  was  not  directed  against 
the  good  managers.  They  did  not  in 
this  House  legislate  to  protect  people  from 
good  employers.  Our  factory  legislation, 
so  far  as  it  was  directed  against  a  class,  was 
directed  against  bad  employers.  Listen- 
ing to  the  arguments  expressed  upon  this- 
subject  upstairs  in  Committee,  one  would 
suppose  that  these  children  were  of  poor 
parents  who  could  not  win  bread  for 
their  families,  and  that  these  children 
had  necessarily  to  go  out  in  order  to- 
earn  money.  But  that  was  not  the 
case.  They  were  not  the  bread-winners 
but  the  beer- winners.  Listening  to  these 
arguments  one  would  suppose  that  the- 
function  of  the  law  was  to  protect  the 
parents,  whereas  the^f unction  of  the  law 
was  to  protect  the  children.  A 
reverend  gentleman  in  Soho,  who  was  ia 
the    neighbourhood   of  a   great   many- 
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theatres,  stated  that  these  children  had 
to  be  employed  in  the  theatres  six  or 
seven  hours,  and  that  they  had  to  spend 
five  hours  in  improving  their  minds  in 
schools.  He  would  like  to  ask  hon. 
Glentlemen  opposite  how  many  of  them 
would  like  their  children  to  sit  up  night 
after  night  as  these  children  do, 
and  would  Uke  them  to  undergo  these 
iiours  of  what  he  might  call  "  organised 
activity "  every  day  1  Mr.  Seymour 
Hicks,  manager  of  a  large  theatre  in 
London,  said  that  rehearsals  might  pre- 
vent attendance  at  school,  but  that  when 
they  did,  school  work  would  be  "  squeezed 
in  "  either  by  extra  time  on  that  day  or  by 
extra  time  the  next  day.  Is  that  the 
right  way  to  deal  with  the  education  of 
•our  children  1  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  the  public  demand 
for  amusement  and  "refreshment  of  their 
nerves,"  but  they  ought  not  to  place  any 
such  thing  before  the  good  of  the  child. 
The  good  of  the  child  was  the  first  con- 
sideration in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  said  that  the  em- 
ployment of  children  was  mainly  a 
commercial  transaction. 

♦Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  said 
that  as  his  hon.  friend  has  referred 
to  the  Act  of  1894  he  might  refer  to  the 
section  of  the  Act  which  dealt  with  this 
matter.  The  Act  of  1894  especially 
provided  for  the  most  minute  investiga- 
tion of  each  case.  The  magistrate  was 
bound  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  fitness  of 
the  child  for  the  purpose.  He  was  to 
he  satisfied  that  proper  provision  had 
'been  made  to  insure  the  health  and  the 
kind  treatment  of  the  child  taking  part 
in  the  entertainment,  and  he  was  to  see 
that  the  hours  were  not  late,  that  they 
were  suitable  to  the  child,  and  that  the 
restrictions  and  conditions  were  such  as 
to  satisfy  the  Court.  He  himself  was 
of  opinion  that  there  was  greater 
security  for  the  well  being  of  the 
children  under  the  inspection  of  the 
magistrates  under  those  conditions  than 
there  could  be  under  any  by-law.  As 
regarded  the  children  being  dragged 
about,  there  was  a  new  investigation  in 
each  town,  and  he  was  not  willing  to 
■bring  an  allegation  against  the  magis- 
trates of  the  country  that  they  neglected 
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their  duty.  He  had  before  him  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  which 
considered  this  matter,  and  the  evidence 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  a  singularly 
weak  character.  Much  of  it  was  hearsay 
evidence  and  somewhat  sentimental. 
But  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
a  wise  and  generous  act,  nor  a 
humane  act,  to  unduly  restrict  the 
occupations  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
It  was  their  duty  to  take  every  precau- 
tion that  children  should  not  be  exposed 
to  risks,  and  to  act  in  a  manner  which 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  parents 
and  the  welfare  of  the  children. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  said  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
the  children  of  the  country  that  they 
should  not  be  allowed  to  stay  for  long 
hours  in  the  theatres  at  early  ages.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  laughed. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY:  I  say  it  is  not  the 
issue,  that  is  all. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  it  was  the  issue. 
The  Imperialist  Party  were  always 
talking  about  bringing  up  an  Imperial 
race.  How  could  they  expect  to  bring 
up  an  Imperial  race  if  they  allowed 
children  of  a  tender  age  to  work  long 
hours  in  the  theatres  1  The  mtdn  objec 
tion  to  this  clause  was — not  that  the  best 
theatres  in  London  allowed  the  children 
to  be  ill-treated — but  that  in  circuses 
and  in  many  low-class  theatres  in 
London  these  children  were  not  treated 
well.  He  asked  the  House  to  lemem- 
ber  this  was  a  commercial  matter,  or 
all  this  talk  they  heard  about  the 
widow  was  a  bogey.  What  they  were 
asked  to  pass  was  a  clause  dealing  with 
a  commercial  matter,  one  by  which  they 
hoped  to  get  a  profit  out  of  these  young 
children. 


♦iMR.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  said 
he  served  on  the  Standing  Committee 
whilst  this  Bill  was  passed  through,  and 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  a 
goodly  number  of  Members  did  not 
quite  understand  what  the  issue  really 
was.  If  the  House  would  look  at  the 
definition  clause  they  would  see  that 
the  expression  "  child  "  meant  a  person 
under  the  age  of  fourteen  years.    Now, 
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that  was  what  they  were  dealing  with  to- 
night. He  was  not  speaking  about  bye- 
laws.  Clauses  1  and  2  dealt  with  bye-laws, 
bat  Olause  3  dealt  with  statutory  pro- 
Tiaons.  First  of  all  it  said  a  child 
shoold  not  be  employed  between  the 
hours  of  nine  in  the  evening,  and  six  in 
the  morning.  That  was  held  to  inter- 
fere with  the  managers  of  theatres  in 
employing  children.  But  the  local 
authority  under  the  same  section  had 
power    to    vary    these    hours,    either 

Cnerally  or  in  any  specified  occupation. 
it  the  House   consider  that  this  was 
not   a  Bill  prohibiting  a   child  under 
fourteen   years    being   employed  in    a 
theatre.      It  was  a  Bill  to  prohibit  a 
ohild    from    being    employed    between 
the    hours    of     nine    in    the    evening 
and  six  in  the  morning.     And  for  the 
convenience    of      theatres     the     local 
authority  might  by  bye-law  vary  these 
hours    and    permit    employment.      He 
failed  to  see  what  the  Home  Secretary 
meant  by  his  new  clause.    He  thought 
the  only  change  it  made  was  this,  that 
at  the  present  moment  those  children 
must    be    licensed   by   the   magistrates 
individually,  while  under  the  new  bye- 
law  they  would  have  to  be  licensed  by 
the  local  authority.    It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  clause  was  not  required.    There 
had  been  a  great  outcry  by  theatrical 
managers  and  other  people,  and  those 
who   had  been  fighting  neither  against 
the  rights  of   theatres  nor  against  the 
employment  of  children  in  the  theatres 
had  been  charged  with  Puritanism.    [An 
Hon.  Member:  I  never  heard  it.l    No, 
but  he  had  read  it.    All  he  could  say 
▼as,    that    he   was    not    in    the    least 
ashamed  of  the  charge  of  Puritanism. 
He  was  not  a  Puritan  in  the  sense  that 
Sir  Henry  Irving  meant,  but  he  was 
sure   Puritanism    had   done    more    for 
England  than   Sir   Henry  Irving  and 
the  stage  had  done.    And  he  was  not  to 
be  deterred  by  having  the  word  Puri- 
tanism flung  at  him  from  dealing  with  a 
Bill  which  did    not    prohibit   children 
from  acting  in  a  theatre,  but  saw  that 
they  were  placed  under  proper  authority, 
and  that  if  possible  the  hours  should  be 
such   as  were  good   and   not   bad   for 
them. 

Mr.   LABOUCHERE   (Northampton) 
«aid  he   entirely  agreed  with  his  right 
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hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cambriike 
University  in  opposing  the  clause.    He 
did  not  speak  particularly  as  a  Puritan 
himself,   but   simply   as   a    person   who 
really  had  at  heart  the  health  and  morals 
of  these  poor  little  children.     Here  was 
a  Bill  by  which  all  children  under  the 
age  of  fourteen  were  not  permitted  to 
work  in  factories  after  nine  o'clock.    He 
wished  to  know  why  they  should  make 
an    exception,    and    why    the    Home 
Secretary  should  step  in  with  a  clause  to 
protect  and  benefit  theatres.     Surely  it 
was  absurd  that  they  should  make  that 
exception  merely  for  the  amusement  of 
persons  who  went  to  theatres.    He  had 
himself  been  behind  the  scenes  of  theatres; 
there  was  no  particular  harm,  and  he  had 
arrived  at  an  age  when  his  morals  were 
not    in    any    way    corrupted.     But    he 
agreed  with  those  who  said  that  they 
would  not  send  their  own  children  after 
nine  o'clock  to  pass  an  evening  behmd 
the    scenes.    These   children  were  em- 
ployed mainly  at    pantomimes.    When 
Sir  Henry  Irving  came  forward  he  spoke 
only  of  his  own  theatre,  where  there  was 
a  solemn  tragedy,  or  something  of  that 
sort,  going  on,  but  a  pantomime  was  a 
very  diflferent  story.    Then  there  were 
masses  of  people  employed  liehind  the 
scenes.    The  children  were  not  ill-treated 
by   any   manner  of    means ;  they   were 
rather    petted;  but,  without   being  an 
excessive  purist,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that,  owing  to  the  language  they  would 
hear  and  to  what  was  going  on,  though 
of  no  particular  harm,  it  was  not  a  place 
for   children.    The    question    was    one 
solely  of  money.     A  grown-up  girl  cost 
£1   and  a  child  cost  5s.  a  week.     The 
theatres  got  the  children  from  respectable 
persons  who  had  them  as  apprentices,  and 
who    sent  them    out   in   gangs  of  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty.     It  was  said  by  some 
that  a  ballet  was  not  so  pretty  without 
children  as  with  them.     He  did  not  agree 
with  that.     He  rather  preferred  grown- 
up girls.     They  acted  better,  and  they 
moved    about    better.     He    hoped    the 
House  would  realise  that  this  was  purely 
a     commercial    question.     Though     the 
children  were  well-treated   in    London 
theatres,  very  frequently  they  were  not 
well-treated  in  the  travelling  companies, 
which  were  got  up  by  persons  who  had 
not  very  much  money  and  who  did  not 
pay  proper  salaries,  with  the  result  thac 
the  children  and  the  grovim-up  people  got 
into  diflSculties   in   the   different   towns 
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they  visited.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wi^n  had  said  that  he  would  leave  it 
entirely  to  the  magistrates  to  look  into 
and  decide  in  each  particular  case. 

♦Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL :  The  law 
provides  for  that. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Yes,  but  the 
hon.  Baronet  praised  the  law.  What 
did  the  magistrate  know  about  the 
matter  1  Then  the  magistrates  differed 
enormously  in  their  decisions  of  these 
matters.  It  was  not  always  a  question 
( >  f  poverty.  These  were  often  the  children 
nt  dressers  and  persons  connected  with 
tlie  theatres.  Theatrical  managers  had 
been  representing  the  theatres  as  a  sort 
of  paradise  for  children ;  but,  as  men  of 
the  world,  hon.  Members  knew  that  that 
was  not  the  case.  The  hours  were  often 
very  long— with  two  performances  a  day. 
The  morning  performance  was  from  two 
to  five,  and  the  evening  performance,  in 
the  case  of  a  pantomime,  might  be  from 
seven  till  eleven.  It  meant  about  eight 
hours  for  them.  But  then  there  were 
rehearsals,  which  very  often  took  three 
hours.  The  House  should  remember 
that  these  children  very  frequently  lived 
at  long  distances  from  the  theatre  at 
which  they  were  engaged.  What  could 
these  children  do  for  their  education  if 
they  had  to  work  eleven  hours  1  He 
thought  it  was  infinitely  better  that 
they  should  lay  down  a  general  law  that 
no  child  should  be  allowed  to  work  after 
the  hour  of  nine  o'clock,  whether  in  the 
factory  or  the  theatre. 

Mb.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  the  position  was  that  they  were 
asked  to  say  that  a  local  au  hority  or 
magistrate  should  have  the  power  to 
license  children  to  perform  in  theatres 
at  the  early  age  of  nine  years,  and  upon 
that  he  hoped  a  vote  would  be  taken  by 
the  House.  While  he  did  not  agree  that 
these  children  in  theatres  were  always 
the  children  of  dis.solute  parents,  many 
of  them  knew  what  poverty  was,  no 
doubt,  and  the  parents  were  glad  to  get 
the  earnings  of  the  children.  But  he 
could  say  this,  that  often  the  children 
employed  in  some  of  the  theatres  went 
to  school  next  day  thoroughly  unfit  for 
their  work.     It  was  not  altogether  that 
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they  were  tired,  but  they  were  sufferings 
from  nervous  excitability,  which  unfitted 
them  for  their  work.  During  the  panto- 
mime season  these  children  were  domg  na 
good  at  school  at  all,  and  their  school  life 
was  being  wasted.  They  were  thinking 
always  m  the  theatre  or  of  the  next 
rehearsal — never  of  their  work  in  schooL 
But  when  he  recollected  the  conditions 
under  which  these  children  lived  he 
admitted  it  was  difficult  to  form  a 
conclusion  whether  the  condition  of  the 
child  or  the  mrents  should  weigh  with 
the  House.  The  difficulty  was  not  Ir 
London ;  it  was  with  the  small  companies, 
that  went  up  and  down  the  country 
and  carried  with  them  two  or  three 
small  children  of  very  tender  years.  Ho 
would  do  anything  he  could  to  stop  the 
possibiUty  of  licences  being  granted  to 
children  under  nine  years  of  age  going 
about  with  these  travelling  companies. 
He  knew  that  pressure  was  often  brought 
to  bear  on  the  magistrates  because  the^ 
children  had  often  been  licensed  in  half- 
a-dozen  other  towns  previously.  To  his 
mind  nothing  could  be  more  injurious- 
to  girls  of  tender  years  than  to  have  ta 
go  into  some  of  the  dressing-rooms  where 
adults  were  preparing  for  the  stage. 
These  children  travellM  from  one  town 
to  another  in  winter.  They  travelled 
about  on  the  Sunday  to  get  lodgings* 
they  went  before  the  magistrates  on 
Monday  morning  to  get  licensed ;  they 
were  called  for  a  rehearsal — sometimes- 
for  two — and  then  they  went  to  the 
stage  on  Monday  evening.  They  were 
then  carried  along  to  another  town 
where  much  the  same  conditions  might 
prevail.  He  could  not  conceive  anything 
more  likely  to  injure  the  moral  character 
of  young  children  than  this.  Nor  was 
there  any  necessity  for  it.  Why,  years 
ago  children  were  never  employed  in 
theatres  at  all.  If  they  employed  older 
persons  they  would  be  better  able  to 
withstand  temptation  than  these  young 
children  could.  The  cry  of  poverty 
might  be  overcome  by  the  proper  pay- 
ment of  children  of  maturer  years,  and 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  interest  of 
theatres  would  not  suffer.  From  what 
he  had  seen  of  these  children,  and 
from  what  he  had  heard  from  yoimg 
adults,  who  had  been  travelling  children, 
and  who  had  told  him  what  they  went 
through  as  children  in  going  about  to 
provincial  towns — ^it   was  perfectly  dear 
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that  the  records  of  these  little  children's 
lives  nrere  so  dreadful  that  if  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  understood  \rhat  they 
really  were  like  they  vould  not  spend 
time  in  discussing  this  question,  but 
would  decide  that  nine  was  far  too 
early  an  age  at  which  to  employ  these 
-children.  If  this  Amendment  was 
pressed  to  a  division  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  it.  But  he  hoped 
they  might  save  such  a  position  as  that 
by  a  Uttle  modification  of  the  Home 
Secretary's  clause.  Any  attempt  to 
jump  in  advance  of  public  opinion  would 
Tuin  the  object  they  had  in  view. 
They  must  be  prepared  to  go  step 
by  step,  but  he  did  think  it  was 
absurd  to  say  that  children  of  seven 
years  were  required  in  theatres,  and  it 
was  monstrous  that  justices  should 
«ver  have  granted  licences  to  children  of 
seven  years.  Qirls  and  boys  of  nine 
years  were  by  this  clause  still  to  be 
carried  about  under  these  deplorable 
conditions,  and  still  they  were  to  expect 
them  to  he  moral  and  respectable 
citizens  in  years  to  come  If  one  of 
them  survived  an  ordeal  of  this  char- 
acter it  was  more  by  chance  than  by 
any  protection  afforded  the  children  by 
the  Government.  He  hoped  the  Home 
Secretary  would  raise  the  age  of  the 
children  a  little  beyond  nine  years. 

•Me.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said 
he  desired  to  support  the  speech  of  the 
last  hon.  Member.  He  did  so  mainly 
because  as  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Committee  on  Trade  he  had  followed 
the  subject  under  discussion,  particularly 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  hon. 
Member  In  doing  so  he  had  in  his 
mind  what  he  suggested  to  the  Home 
Secretary  would  happen<  He  told  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  certain 
managers  of  London  and  provincial 
theatres,  claiming  to  speak  for  the  pro- 
fession, had  regarded  this  particular 
Bill  as  an  attempt  to  handicap  theatrical 
children  and  to  place  the  theatrical  pro- 
fession in  a  position  of  great  disadvantage. 
He  reminded  the  Home  Secretary  at  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  that  the  sense 
of  the  House  was  in  favour  of  strengthen- 
ing the  BiU  rather  than  of  weakening  it ; 
and  he  had  warned  him  to  beware  of  out- 
side agitation  carried  on  mostly  by 
correspondence  in  the  papers,  especially 


in  the  columns  of  the  Daily  Telegraph. 
He  now  asked  the  House  of  Commons 
not  to  be  influenced  by  the  agitation 
carried  on  by  people,  mainly  managers, 
whose  interests  in  the  profession  were 
mainly  financial  rather  than  artistic  or 
dramatic.  He  had  never  Rat  on  a  Grand 
Committee  on  Trade  which  was  so 
unanimous.  They  had  evidence  from 
Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Manchester  and  all 
quarters,  who  spoke  with  authority  on 
this  matter,  and  the  local  education 
authority  were  also  unanimous  for  the 
equal  treatment  of  all  children.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  not  to  always  assume  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  wrong  and  that 
he  was  right  in  regard  to  child  labour. 
The  whole  of  the  local  authorities  who 
had  the  education  of  children  under  their 
charge  were  in  favour  of  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Bill  as  it  left  the  Grand 
Committee.  They  were  all  indebted  to 
Dr.  Macnamara,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Schools  Committee  of  the  London  School 
Board,  who  gave  special  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  brought  before  them 
evidence  which  warranted  them  in  sup- 
porting the  line  they  took,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  raise  the  tone  and  standard  of 
child  employment,  and  which  met  with 
general  approval  in  the  theatrical  pro- 
fession. The  issue  had  been  clouded  ;  to 
use  a  recent  phrase,  a  "  false  issue  "  had 
been  presented  to  the  public.  The 
financial  managers  in  the  theatrical  pro- 
fession represented  that  they  wanted  to 
make  it  illegal  for  children  to  be  employed 
at  all.  That  was  not  so.  The  only  thing 
the  Grand  Committee  wanted  was  equal 
rights  for  all  white  children,  whether  they 
were  engaged  on  the  boards,  in  the  factory , 
the  workshop  or  the  street.  It  did  seem  tu 
him  that  a  profession  which  could  afford 
handsome  salaries — and  some  promoters 
gave  excessively  large  salaries  to  some 
actresses,  who  were  better  paid  as  ihodels 
than  8is  dramatic  exponents — ought  not 
to  ask  that  their  profits  should  be  advanced 
to  the  detriment  of  children  of  the  im- 
mature age  of  seven  or  nine.  Would 
anyone  contend  that  the  capacity  of  a 
child  of  seven,  whether  in  a  "  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream  "  or  "  Twelfth  Nighty"  was 
sufficiently  developed  to  give  an  intelligent 
interest  to  the  audience  in  what  that  child 
did  or  said  1  Frequently  they  came  on, 
spoke  their  little  part  in  a  wooden  sort  of 
way,   and  off  they   went      They   were 
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mere  automatons.  It  was  not  done  so 
well  as  it  would  be  by  boys  or  girls  of 
thirteen,  fourteen,  or  fifteen. 

What  was  more,  this  attempt  to  bring 
children  almost  in  arms  on  the  stage 
is  a  modern  invention.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  knew  anything 
about  the  ancient  Greek  or  Elizabethan 
drama,  he  would  know  that  no  women  or 
children  were  allowed  on  the  stage,  and 
that  male  parts  were  generally  restricted 
to  adults.  And  had  the  hon.  M  ember  lived 
in  those  glorious  days  he  would  have  been 
selected  on  the  spot  either  for  the  part  of 
Mine  Ancient  Pistol  or  Sir  John  Falstaflf. 
He  would  be  the  last  person  in  the  world 
to  accuse  Mr.  Beerbohm  Tree  of  being 
anything  but  as  kind,  as  genial,  and  as 
generous  to  the  children  as  he  believed  he 
was.  With  regard  to  one  of  the  best 
friends  the  stage  had  ever  had — viz..  Sir 
Henry  Irving — no  one  would  insinuate 
that  a  gentleman  of  his  kindly  tempera- 
ment could  be  anything  but  kind  to 
children,  however  old  or  young  they 
were.  It  was  a  mistake  to  found  general 
laws  on  the  generosity  of  a  few.  Laws 
were  for  the  mean  and  imgenerous  on 
l)ehalf  of  the  weak.  But  the  point  was, 
that  children  were  engaged  in  large 
numbers  of  London  and  provincial 
theatres  for  a  month  or  two  months. 
Before  a  pantomime  was  produced  those 
children  very  frequently  had  from  two 
to  four  hours'  rehearsal— from  ten  in 
the  morning  till  one  or  two  in  the 
afternoon.  They  then  went  home  to 
sleep;  they  went  back  to  the  theatre 
at  7,  and  probably  did  not  leave  until 
11  or  11.30,  when  they  had  to  take  the 
omnibus,  or  the  C!ounty  Council  all-night 
tram,  home  to  the  woman  or  man  looking 
after  them.  When  matinees  were  given 
these  children  were  seven,  nine,  and  some- 
times ten  and  twelve  hours  away  from 
home,  and  he  held  that  in  the  case  of 
children  of  from  seven  to  nine  years  of 
age  it  was  monstrous  that  they  should 
tuiow  it,  when  the  same  work  could  be 
done  better  by  elder  boys  and  girls.  The 
Home  Secretary  admitted  that  the  age 
of  seven  was  too  low,  and  the  theatrical 
profession,  as  a  concession  to  the  Com- 
mittee, were  quite  prepared  that  it  should 
be  raised  to  nine.  He  thought  nine  was 
too  low.  It  ought  to  be  thirteen  or  four- 
teen at  least.  In  his  opinion  the  magis- 
trates were  incapable  of  doing  the  work 
required  by  the  Bill  properly.  He  made 
no  reflection  on  the  magistrates,  speaking 

Mr.  John  Bums. 


generally.     They  did  their  work  exceed- 
ingly  well  and  sympathetically.      The 
theatrical    profession    insisted   that   the 
magistrates  should  grant  the  certificates 
and  licenses.     And  why  1    Because  they 
knew  very  well  that  the  local  authority 
responsible  for   looking  after  the  educa- 
tion of  all  other  grades  of  children,  from 
i  which  the  theatrical  children  ought  not 
to  be  exempt,  were  a  more  efficient  body 
for  this  particular  purpose.     They  knew 
the  best  schools  the  theatrical  children 
could  go  to ;  they  knew  the  line  of  least 
resistance   both    to    the  public  and   the 
children,    better    than   the    magistrates. 
The  local  authority  would  in  the  interests 
of  the    children     apply   the    law   more 
efficiently    than    the    magistrates,     and 
that   was  why  the  theatncal  profession 
conceded  two  years    to    the    minimum 
age,  with  the    gallant    Member's   hope 
that  the  Home  Secretary  would  do  wh.st 
he  was  sorry  to  say   he  had  done — at- 
tempted  to    overturn    the    decision    of 
the    Grand    Committee    on   Trade    by 
a    decisive  majority.     He    trusted    the 
House  would  remember  what  the  vicar  of 
the  theatrical  quarter  of  Soho  said  in  his- 
letter  to  The  Times— viz.,  that  there  was 
overwhelming  evidence  that  the  age  waa 
too  low,  that  the  education  of  the  children 
was  neglected,  and  that  they  were  sub- 
jected to  physical,  mental,  and    moral 
disadvantage.     He  knew  that  the  House 
of  Commons  was  the  friend  of  the  drama, 
and  that  hon.  Members  sometimes  had  a 
night  out,  or  a  night  off,  at  the  theatre. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  the  Puritan 
against  the  other  fellows  ;  it  was  a  matter 
of  their  kindliness  on  behalf  of  children 
who  where  unable  to  help  themselves. 
He  trusted  that  the  House  of  Commons 
would  endorse  the  practically  unanimous 
desire  of  the  Grand  Committee,  and  save 
them    from    the    scandal  of    theatrical 
children  being  employed  at  the  tender 
ages  of  six  to  seven  and  nine.     He  had  a 
boy  between  seven  and  eight.     He  waa  & 
sturdy  youngster,  with  all  his  mother's 
beauty  and  his  father's  virtues,  but  sturdy 
though  he  was,  he  should  be  very  reluctant 
to  see  that  little  lad  having  to  go  to 
Drury  Lane  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
and  that  he  himself  should  have  to  open 
the  door  for  him  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  his  return  home  from  West- 
minster.    They  had  a  right  to  apply  the 
same  doctrine  of  commisseration  to  other 
people's  children  which  they    asked  for 
their  own. 
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*Dr.  HUTCHINSON  (Sussex,  Rye) 
said  he  wished  to  speak,  not  as  a  philan- 
thropist, or  as  a  Puritan,  but  as  one  of 
the  few  medical  men  of  the  House,  and 
to  raise  his  voice  against  the  employment 
of  children  in  theatres.  If  there  was 
one  class  of  employment  for  children 
which  developed  their  nervous  system 
as  against  their  physical  system,  it  was 
this  theatrical  employment.  What  was 
wanted  in  this  country  was  an  im- 
provement in  the  physique  of  the 
people,  but  if  we  let  these  little 
chfldren  be  brought  up  in  the  nervous 
surroundings  of  the  theatrical  stage  we 
would  produce  a  class  of  neurotics. 
Therefore  he  entered  his  strongest  pro- 
test against  the  employment  of  these 
young  children  in  theatres. 

Mr.  galloway  said  that  this  was  a 
subject  in  which  he  had  some  interest.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
put  this  Amendment  on  the  Paper  would 
learn  whatagood  many  of  them  had  learned 
in  Parliamentary  life,  and  that  was, 
the  uselessness  of  endeavouring  to 
bring  two  points  of  opinion  together 
which  were  absolutely  irreconcilable ; 
that  it  was  very  little  use  endeavouring 
to  bring  about  a  compromise  with 
opponents  of  the  employment  of 
children  in  theatres  when  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  made  up  their  minds 
that  under  no  circumstances  whatever 
would  they  have  any  compromise.  The 
issue  as  to  whether  the  children  should 
be  employed  after  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  not  before  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  was  not  raised  at  the  present 
stage.  The  issue  to  be  decided  by  the 
House  was  whether  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  magistrates  was  to  be  preserved,  or 
whether  it  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
local  authorities.  From  a  practical 
point  of  view  there  should  be  no  difficulty 
about  it.  If  they  were  to  hand  over  the 
discretion  to  the  local  authorities  it 
should  be  an  absolute  discretion.  There 
was  nothing  more  necessary  in  the 
administration  of  a  law  of  that  kind  than 
that  there  should  be  equal  administration  as 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  as 
between  locality  and  locality.  Since  this 
matter  had  been  brought  to  his  notice 
he  had  taken  considerable  trouble  to 
inquire,  not  only  in  London  but  through- 
out the  country,  as  to  what  happened  in 
regard  to  children  in  the  theatres.     He 
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did  not  believe  that  the  terrible  things 
that  had  been  depicted  really  existed. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  had  paid 
a  well-deserved  tribute  to  Mr.  Beerbohm 
Tree  and  Sir  Henry  Irving,  but  they  were 
no  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  The 
hardship  and  suffering  supposed  to  be 
inflicted  on  children  were  altogether 
overdrawn  in  the  accounts  given  of  their 
employment.  Managers  were  not  the 
inconsiderate  tyrants  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
described. 


Sir   JOHN  GORST: 
anything  of  the  kind. 


I   never    said 


Mr,  GALLOWAY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  etirly  Victorian 
days,  when  respectability  was  supposed  to 
be  the  fashion. 

Sir  JOHNGOKST:"StiU  supposed."' 

Mr.  galloway  asked  what  was  th* 
object  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
drawing  attention  to  that  matter,  except 
to  cast  a  slur  on  present  theatrical 
managers  1 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  That  certainly 
was  not  my  object. 

Mr.  galloway  suggested  that 
they  had  better  agree  to  differ.*  His 
right  hon.  friend  gave  him  the  impres- 
sion that  he  reflected  very  severely  on 
theatrical  managers,  who  did  as  a  rul& 
treat  the  children  kindly  and  gave  them 
opportunity  for  education.  It  was  now 
admitted  that  theatrical  managers  did 
look  after  the  children.  The  question 
the  House  had  to  decide  was  not 
whether  children  should  be  employed  in 
theatres,  but  whether  a  new  authority 
should  be  substituted  for  the  existing 
authority.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
theatrical  managers  did  see  that  the 
children  were  properly  educated,  and 
given  such  a  start  as  would  be  of  the 
utmost  benefit  to  them  in  their  future 
careers,  he  failed  to  see  why  they  should 
give  to  some  scientific  local  authority  a 
power  to  refuse  licences  which  otherwise 
the  managers  would  be  able  to  get  from, 
magistrates  in  the  exercise  of  their  judicial 
authority.  He  hoped  the  Home 
Secretary  would  adhere  to  the  principle 
of  the  clause. 
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Mr.  SPEAE  (Devonahire,  Tavistock) 
appealed  to  the  Home  Secretary  not  to 
modify  this  clause.  The  solicitude  for 
childreD  was,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the 
most  hopeful  features  in  modem  legisla- 
tion. The  restrictions  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  children  would  cause  some 
inconvenience  to  agriculture,  but  in  the 
interest  of  the  children  that  must  be 
submitted  to.  He  objected  strongly  to 
exception  being  made  for  employment 
of  children  in  theatres,  employment  far 
more  harmful  to  children  than  agricul- 
ture, and  he  held  that  no  partiality 
should  ^be  shown  for  one  industry  over 
another.  Least  of  all  should  there  be 
any  partiality  shown  to  the  theatrical 
interest. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  said  some  of  the 
opponents  of  the  clause  spoke  as  if  the 
object  of  the  Government  were  to  impose 
«ome  conditions  which  made  it  easier  to 
employ  children  in  theatres.  This  was 
the  opposite  of  the  truth.  The  Bill  was 
intended  to  protect  children  in  every 
possible  way.  But  in  these  matters  they 
must  proceed  by  slow  degrees.  It  would 
be  a  monstrous  thing  to  put  a  sudden 
stop  to  the  industry  by  which,  after  all, 
.a  certain  number  of  children  were  ob- 
taining an  honest  livelihood.  The 
Alteration  of  the  age  limit  and  the 
powers  of  inspection  given  to  the  local 
authority  increased  the  protection  given 
to  the  children  and  the  possibility  of 
dealing  with  cases  of  hardship  such  as 


had  been  referred  to.  One  magistrate. 
Mr.  Mead,  had  drawn  up  certain  rules 
to  regulate  such  employment  of  children 
as  he  licensed,  and  if  these  orders  were 
carried  out  they  would  substantially 
meet  the  desires  of  the  House.  They 
wished  to  ensure  that  these  orders 
would  be  properly  carried  out,  and  this 
clause,  in  his  opinion,  provided  that 
there  should  be  efficient  inspection.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  tigree  that  it 
was  not  desirable  at  one  blow  to  prevent 
these  children  from  earning  an  honest 
livelihood. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.)  said  it  had  been  suggested  that 
{^culturists  stood  in  a  Cerent  posi- 
tion from  theatrical  managers  because 
they  desired  to  employ  children  during 
school  hours,  whereas  theatrical  perform- 
ances did  not  interfere  with  school  work. 
That  was  a  mere  quibble,  for  the 
children  who  were  employed  until  half- 
past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night  could 
not  be  in  a  fit  condition  to  go  to  school 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Children 
under  twelve  years  of  age  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  earn  their  own  living.  He 
hoped  the  Home  Secretary  would  give 
way. 

Question  put. 


The  House  divided ;  Ayes,  139 ;  Noes, 
116.     (Division  List  No.  130.) 


Agg-Garcber,  James  Tynte 
Arkwriebt,  John  Stanhope 
Arnuld-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  WiUiam 
Atkinson,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  Jamei  {Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  Jamea  Robert 
Balf onr,  Kt.  Hon.  A .  J .  {MancKr 
Banbnry.Sir  Frederick  George 
BiU,  Charles 
BInndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Biussey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Butcher,  John  QeorKe 
Campbell,  JH.M.  (DvMin  Univ. 
Campbell,  John  [Armagh,  8.) 
Cavendifh,  V  C  W  {Dertyth.) 
-Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Orun<oich] 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  (Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
-Cohen.PQnjamin  Lonis 


AYES. 

Collings,  Rl.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloinb,  Sir  J  ohnCharlea  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Coi,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Charle8Curtis(.<4n<r>m,6' 
Cran  borne,  Viscounb 
Cross,  Alexander  (CHatgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Eaxl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Di(?by,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglaa,  Rt.  Hoa.  A.  Aken 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dnrning-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwin 
Pellowes.Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Pinch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henrv  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 


Galloway  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gibb«,HnA.G.H((7t<y  of  Land 
Qordoin,  J.  (Londonatrry.S.) 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(&ii<»> 
Greene,SiirE.W.(£ury  St.  Bd. 
Greniell,  William  Heniy 
Grerille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Qneet,  Hon.  Ivor  OhurdiiU 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilt(»,  Rt  Hn  lA-Q-iUidx 
Harris,  Frederick  Levertan 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  [Hartley) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Kobeit  T. 
HJickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhoose,  RtHnH  [Somrel  E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Honlt,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterioa 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaoe 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
KenyoD-Slaoey,  Col.  Vf. {Salop 
Keswick,  WiUiam 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
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lAwnnce,  Sir  Jo*,  (if  onw'tA) 
Lftwrcnee,  Wm.  F.  {Lveerpool 
Law8(m,JohnGraiit(  Forib.  A  R 
Ij0V«ai«-Gk>wer^Fredk.  K.  S. 
LodMT,  Gcnld  Walter  Enktne 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter(£>-Mto^  S 
liooadale,  JoiiD  Browidee 
Ixnrther,  C.  (Oumb.  Bihdah) 
Lofd,  Araiie  EirkinMi 
Lncas,  CoL  F^wicis  {Louxstoft 
Laeas,Keginald  J.  (Portimonth 
Hacdona,  John  Camming 
M'Aiihor,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
WCdlmtmt,  Colon*!  James 
M'EiUops  Jaa.  (StirtingMrt) 
MeraaT-Thompsoiii.  Sir  H.  If. 
IClfTaia,  ThomM 
Mitchell,  William  {BurtOey) 
MoDtago,  Hon.  J .  ScotMHanls. ) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
IfoRiMm,  Jamea  Arohibald 
ICortan,  Arthur  H.  AylmM 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
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Murray  ,RtHiiA.Graham(i<u<e 
Orr-Ewing.  Charles  lindjay 
Palmer,  Walter  (foltibury) 
Ftmberten,  John  S.  0-. 
Percy,  Karl 
Plummer,  Walter  B. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Emeet  Geom 
Pryoe-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvia,  Bohert 
BanUn,  Sir  Jame* 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Bemnant,  Jaa.  TUqnhanon 
BeiMhaw,  Sir  Charles  Bix« 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Cha«.  Thomson 
Boberts,  Samuel  (^SUffidd) 
Bopner,  Colonel  Sir  BoMrt 
RoUiachild,  Hon.  Lionel  Wal  ter 
Sackfille,  Col.  S.  O.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexawdar 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(/*foo/-H'tflrM 
Sinolsir,  Louis  (Bomford) 
I  Skeves-Cox,  Thomas 
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Smith.  Abel  H.  {Hertford,  B.) 
Smith,Jame8Parker(ianarA». 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  P.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanei.) 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,RtHn.  J.G.  (Oxf.  Univ. 
Thorbnrn,  Mr  Walter 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond  ,RtHn.  SirWilliamH. 
Webb,  Col.  William  Geocge 
Wharton.  Bt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Willoz.  Sir  John  Arohibkld 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Torh,  W.  B.) 
WodehouBe,Rt.  Hn.  £.  R  (Bath) 
Wolff    OnataT  Wilhelin 
Worsley-Taylor  Hry.  Wilson 
A^Iie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Teixkbs  fok  the  Aykb— 
Sir  Alexander  Aoland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allen,  Cfaaa.  P.  (Glot. ,  Utroud) 
Aahton.  Thconas  Our 
Bagot.  Capt.Josoeline  FitzBo; 
BaBonr,  Gipt.  C.  B.  (jffonw.y 
Barry.  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbythire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bolton,  Thomas  D<dling 
Biigg,  John 
BnMhnnt,  Heniy 
Biyoe,  Bight  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomui 
CJaldwell,  Jamea 
Campbril-Baimwinan,   bir  H. 
Channing,  Francis  AQston 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CSrtan,  Eugene 
Cremer.  William  Bandal 
Crooks.  William 
Dalsid,  JaoMs  HeuTy 
DsTies.  M.TarUgbsn-  (Oardign 
Delany,  William 
Demur,  John  A.(Invemeet^k.) 
Ditke,   Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Caiarles 
Billon,  J(An 
Doogao,  P.  C. 
Vulfy,  William  J. 
Dunoan.  J.  Hastings 
Sraas,  Saml.  T.  (Olamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson.  B.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
Ffrench,  Peter 
FitBoaiirice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  OhiMopher 
Foster,  Sir  Mlcbl.  {Lond.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  WaUsr  {Derhif  Co. 


NOES. 

Puller,  J.  M.  F. 
Goddaid   Daniel  Ford 
Qordati,Hn.J.EJ£{^  i>  Nm 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
GriMh,  Ellis  J. 
Gnrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Eeir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hay,  Hon.  daode  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.^. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  <J. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Joicey.  Sir  James 
Jones,William(Camar»'w«Air« 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson,  E. 
Kenuaway  ,Rt.  Hon.  Sir JohnH. 
Eiennedy,  Fatoick  James 
Labouchera,  Henry 
LMigJey,  Batty 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Doiugal,  W.) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lmg,  Sir  John 
Lery,  Maurice 
Lundon.W. 
MacYeagh.  Jeremiah 
M'Crae,  George 
Mansfield,  Hoisoe  Bendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
MaxweU,W.J.H.(i>u»»/ries*A. 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Mn^khy^olm 
Myeta,  wQliaiB  Hsaiy 
Nolan.  Joseph  {Lovth,  8.) 
Norman,  Henry 
ODonnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
OTknri,  John 


O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Partington,  Osw«Id 
PhiUpps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Eickett,  J.  Comptom 
Boberts.  John  Bryn  (Sifion) 
Boberts,  John  H.  (DetM^.) 
Bobertson,  Edmund  (DvMdee) 
Bobson,  William  Snowdon 
Rose,  Charlei  Day 
Bnssell,  T.  W. 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Olevtiand) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.  ThaaoM  (Hawiei,  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfardnir*) 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,HC(JVor«A'm6.  TyTiende 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Baddift) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(ilrer<Ayr 
Thomas,  J.  A.  (Ohm.,  Oower\ 
Tomkinaon,  Jamea 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
White,  Luke  (Fort,  B.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Woreetter., if.) 
Tonnger,  William 
T<nsU.  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  John  Gorst  and  Mr. 
Tennan  t. 


Mr.  BROADHUEST  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  in  view  of  the 
result  of  the  division  which  had  just 
taken  place  the  Home  Secretary  would 
be  incuned  to  accept  his  Amendment. 

VOL.  CXXrV.     fFouBTH  Seriss.] 


If  he  showed  any  siens  of  a  willingness  to 
accept  his  proposal  ne  would  not  trouble 
the  House  further.  It  was  quite  evident 
from  the  division  that  had  just  taken 
place  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  was 
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in  favour  of  a  large  measure  of  further  pro- 
tection for  children  employed  in  theatres. 
He  was  surprised  to  learn  that  children 
of  such  tender  years  as  seven  should  be 
licensed  to  take  part  in  theatrical  per- 
formances. He  understood  that  these 
children  were  introduced  into  the  different 
plays  and  pantomimes  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  to  the  pleasures 
and  amusement  of  adult  audiences.  That 
was  a  condition  of  things  that  ought  not 
to  exist,  and  grown-up  men  and  women 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  desiring  the 
employment  of  infante  for  their  amuse- 
ment and  pleasure.  This  class  of  work 
could  not  be  defended  upon  any  ground 
whatever  as  suitable  employment  for 
children  of  from  seven  to  nine  years 
of  age.  Before  the  Grand  Committee  up- 
stairs he  suggested  that  nine  would  be 
better  than  seven,  and  the  Under  Secre- 
tary in  charge  of  the  Bill  agreed  with 
him,  and  the  Grovemment  adopted  his 
suggestion  and  made  it  nine.  It  might 
be  said  that  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
that  concession.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"  Hear,  hear."]  At  that  time  his  state 
of  ignorance  as  to  theatre  work  and  the 
nature  of  this  employment  was  such  that 
he  thought  to  make  the  limit  nfne  would 
be  a  considerable  advance,  but  since  then 
he  had  heard  so  much  more  about  the 
question  that  he  thought  he  was  perfectly 
justified  in  submitting  an  Amendment 
substituting  twelve  for  nine  as  the  limit 
of  the  age  at  which  children  should  be 
employed  on  the  stage.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Ham,  whose  authority  to 
speak  upon  the  necessity  of  rest  for 
children  between  school  hours  for  the  edu- 
cational purposes  could  not  be  denied,  had 
shown  to  the  House  with  great  force  how 
this  class  of  employment  excited  the  brains 
of  the  children,  and  how  it  absolutely 
unfitted  them  for  their  school  work  the 
next  day.  It  had  been  shown  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  that  a 
child  was  liable  to  eleven  or  twelve  hours 
employment  in  its  profession  as  an  actor. 
If  his  hon.  friend  was  right  in  that  con- 
tention a  child  employed  in  that  way  had 
no  hours  left  whatever  for  education. 
They  could  not  put  a  child  for  four  or 
five  hours  a  day  to  study  in  school  after 
it  had  been  employed  for  eleven  hours  in 
the  exciting  work  of  rehearsals  and  per- 
formances on  the  stage. 

Sir  FKEDEKICK  BANBURY  (Camber- 
well,  Peckham) :  Where  is  that  done  1 

Mr.  Broadhwrst. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  had  shown 
that  a  child  was  liable  to  be  employed  for 
eleven  or  twelve  hours  a  day.  The  hon.^ 
Member  for  Northampton  had  jHX)bably 
had  as  much  experience  in  these  matters' 
as  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Peckham,  and  he  preferred  the  authority 
of  his  hon.  friend.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  submitted  with  confidence  his 
Amendment  raising  the  age  from  nine  t» 
twelve.  He  had  been  severely  criticised 
by  a  number  of  actors  for  interfering  with 
a  state  of  things  which  enabled  children 
at  seven  years  of  age  to  be  employed, 
whereas  no  other  form  of  industry  or 
profession  was  allowed  to  employ  children 
under  fourteen  years  of  age.  No  case- 
had  been  made  out  why  a  special  clause 
should  be  given  in  favour  of  child  labour 
in  theatres  beyond  and  above  what  was 
given  to  other  employers  of  labour.  Many 
of  those  theatres  were  great  profit-making 
concerns,  and  were  quite  capable  of 
paying  the  full  price  for  adult  labour  or 
for  the  labour  of  young  persons.  In 
his  judgment  twelve  years  of  age  was 
quite  low  enough  to  allow  for  this 
special  kind  of  employment.  He  did 
not  propose  to  detain  the  House 
any  longer,  because  he  was  anxious  that 
this  Bill  should  go  through.  He  thought 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  would  give  him  credit 
for  having  idone  his  best  to  promote  th& 
progress  of  this  Bill  during  the  Committee 
Stage  upstairs.  He  was  anxious  that  the 
Bill  should  become  law,  and  he  only 
desired  to  make  it  better  law,  and  give 
greater  protection  to  the  young.  In  his 
judgment,  if  the  Home  Secretary  would 
agree  to  accept  his  Amendment  he  would 
find  an  almost  universal  approval,  not 
only  in  the  House  but  throughout  the 
country,  that  he  was  taking  a  wise  and 
reasonable  step.  He  agre^  that  it  was 
not  wise  to  make  too  great  a  change  all 
at  once,  but  his  proposal  was  a  reason- 
able one,  and  he  hoped  the  Home 
Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  accept 
it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  nine,'  and 
insert  the  word  '  twelve.'  "—{Mr.  Broadhurtt. ) 


Question  proposed,   "That  the 
'  nine '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


word 
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Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  that 
lifter  the  division  which  had  just  taken 
place  there  was  not  much  use  in  carrying 
this  question  further.  The  division  was 
-a  rawer  remarkable  one,  but  if  the 
Home  Secretary  could  see  his  way  to 
make  some  concession  on  this  point  he 
thought  that  it  would  facilitate  the 
progress  of  the  measure. 

•Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  he  was 
never  blind  to  appeals  which  had  behind 
them  the  general  sense  of  |the  House. 
He  understood  that  in  Glrand  Ck)mmittee 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  himself 
suggested  "  nine  "  as  the  age.  Amid  the 
dirersity  of  opinion  he  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  coming  to  an  agreement  on  the 
subject,  but  in  order  to  show  that  he 
was  not  entirely  beyond  compromise  he 
would  agree  to  accept  "  ten." 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  that  in  view 
of  the  conciliatory  speech  of  the  Home 
Secretary  he  would  accept  the  conces- 
sion made  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  oat  the  word  *  nine '  and 
insert  the  word  '  ten.' "— (Afr.  Broadhurtt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
''  nine'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Surely  the 
Home  Secretary  could  go  a  little  further. 
Why  had  he  come  ilown  to  ten  1  The 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  said  that  if  he 
went  beyond  nine  he  would  get  the 
support  of  the  bulk  of  the  Members  of 
the  House. 

•Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  he  had 
stated  nothing  of  the  sort.  He  said 
that  nine  was  agreed  to  as  a  compromise 
before  the  Grand  Conuuittee.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  press  this 
point  He  had  made  a  reasonable  con- 
■ceision  and  he  could  not  go  further. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  said  he  should 
move  twelve  after  ten  had  been  accepted. 
He  said  these  children  were  mainly  em- 
{ilo^ed  in  pantomimes  which  did  not  finish 
unnl  rery  nearly  twelve  o'clock.  A  great 
many  of  the  children  lived  a  considerable 
'distance  from  the  theatres,  and  really  it 


was  too  much  to  ask  that  a  child  of  ten 
years  of  age  should  be  kept  up  in  a 
theatre  untU  such  a  late  hour. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  honed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  realise  that  it  was 
useless  to  attempt  to  make  compromises 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  in  the  Grand  Com* 
mittee  agreed  to  accept  the  age  of  nine. 
Personally,  he  was  quite  prepared  to  go 
farther  than  that,  but  nine  was  accepted 
as  a  compromise.  The  age  had  now  been 
extended  a  year.  A  limit  must  be  put 
to  these  attempts  to  compromise,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  better  adhere 
to  the  provision  of  the  Bill 

Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radcliffe)  said  he  was  extremelv 
anxious  to  see  the  Bill  carried.  But  though 
the  supporters  of  the  measure  would  rather 
the  age  were  fixed  at  fourteen,  they  recog- 
nised what  the  Home  Secretary  had  said, 
and  wereonly  tooglad  to  accept  ten,  because 
they  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  make  the  Bill  as  good  a  Bill 
as  he  could  and  to  carry  with  him  the 
support  of  as  large  a  section  of  the  House 
as  possible.  Personally,  the  only  part  of 
the  work  of  the  House  he  enjoyed  was 
the  Committee  work  upstairs,  and  he 
desired  to  support  it  in  every  way  he 
could.  There  party  spirit  had  been  to  a 
large  extenteliminated,  and  these  proposals 
were  not  made  in  any  party  spirit  at  all. 

•Mr.  TENNANT  dissented  from  the 
view  that  there  were  measures  of  greater 
importance  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  House.  He  looked  upon  the  measure 
under  discussion  as  being  as  important 
as  any  before  the  House,  and  to  prove 
his  anxiety  that  it  should  pass  he 
appealed  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton not  to  press  his  proposed 
Amendment. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  whether 
he  would  be  in  order  in  proposing  the 
insertion  of  "twelve"  in  the  plaice  of 
"ten"  after  the  latter  limit  had  been 
inserted. 

Mr.  speaker  said  he  should  first  put 
the  Question,  "  That  'nine '  stand  part," 
which  he  presumed  would  be  negatived 
by  general  consent.  He  would  then  put 
the  Question  "  That  '  ten '  be  inserted." 
The  hon.   Member  could  not  move  aa 
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Amendment  to  that,  but  if  he  succeeded 
in  getting  it  negatived  there  would  be  a 
blank  in  the  clause,  and  the  hion.  Member 
could  move  to  fill  that  blank  by  the 
insertion  of  "  twelve." 

.  Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said  in  that  case 
he  would  risk  losing  the  limit  of  ten ; 
therefore  he  contented  himself  by  pro- 
testing against  the  provision. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  that  while 
he  hoped  the  House  would  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  Home  Secretary,  it 
must  not  go  forth  to  those  particularly 
interested  in  theatrical  work  that  the 
House  of  Commons  proposed  to  allow 
the  age  to  remain  at  the  limit  of 
ten.  The  proposal  would  be  accepted 
now,  because  it  was  realised  that  pro- 
gress in  matters  of  this  sort  must  be 
by  degrees.  Fourteen  years  ago  Mr. 
Matthews,  the  then  Conservative  Home 
Secretary,  was  defeated  because  he  re- 
sisted the  raising  of  the  age  for  half-time 
labour  to  eleven,  and  he  was  not  at  all 
sure'  the  same  fate  would  not  have  befallen 
the  present  Home  Secretary  had  he  gone 
to  a  division  un  this  matter.     He  was 

flad,  however,  that  that  had  been  avoided, 
ut  he  desired  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  he  reserved  his  right  of  moving, 
in  subsequent  sessions,  a  higher  age  limit 
than  ten. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  supported  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Ham.  He  believed  that  if  many  Mem- 
bers had  not  thought  that  the  carry- 
ing of  the  last  Amendment  would  have 
meant  the  loss  of  the  Bill  the  Home  Secre- 
tary would  have  been  defeated.  The  Bill, 
he  held,  would  have  to  be  amended  in  an 
early  session.  The  House  had  no  right 
to  impose  on  agriculture  and  other 
industries,  which  did  not  make  the 
money  which  the  theatrical  profession 
made  out  of  child-labour,  a  standard  of 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  and  to  enable 
this  lucrative  profession  to  put  children 
to  work  at  the  age  of  ten.  He  hoped 
diat  eventually  thirteen  would  be  made 
the  minimum  age  at  which  children  could 
be  employed  for  theatrical  purposes. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Word  "  ten  "  inserted. 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Clause  as  amended  added. 

Clause  (Limitation  of  time) — 

"  With  respect  to  aummary  proceedings  for 
offences  and  fines  under  this  Act  and  any 
by-law  made  thereonder  the  information  shall 
be  laid  within  three  months  after  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence."— (Sir  Frdneis  Powell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  added. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somerset- 
shire, S.)  moved  the  insertion  of  a  new 
clause,  the  object  of  which  was  to  give 
Coimty  Councils  power  to  delegate  their 
powers  of  making  by-laws  to  any  borough 
or  district  council  within  their  areas.  If  a 
County  Council  did  not  desire  to  put  the 
Act  into  force  throughout  the  whole  of 
its  area,  it  could  then  empower  the  council 
of  a  borough  or  district  to  make  by-laws 
suited  to  its  particular  needs,  without 
any  outside  interference.  In  his  own 
county  there  was  a  large  watering-place 
of  over  20,000  inhabitants,  which,  un- 
fortunately, would  be  unable  to  make 
its  own  by-laws,  because  at  the  time  of 
the  census  of  1901  it  was  just  under  the 
20,000  limit.  But  that  was  just  one  of 
the  places  in  which  it  would  be  desirable 
to  have  special  by-laws  applicable  to  its 
own  particular  circumstances,  and  it  was 
to  meet  such  cases  as  that  he  moved  this 
new  clause. 

Clause  (Delegation  of  power  to  make 
by-law) — 

"  The  County  Council  of  any  county  may, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  aelegate  its  powers  to  make  by- 
laws under  this  Act  to  any  Boroujgh  or  Dis- 
trict Council  within  its  area." — (5»r  Edward 
Strachey.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  hoped  the  Home 
Secretary  would  not  accept  this  proposal. 
It  seemed  to  hold  out  the  prospect  of 
the  same  confusion  as  had  been  ex- 
perienced in  regard  to  school  attend- 
ance by-laws,  where  a  multitude  of 
small  authorities  enjoyed  the  right  of 
making  by-laws,  with  the  result  that 
the  by-laws  differed  in  effect  and 
object,  and  were  a  source  of  endlflts 
worry  to  magistrates,  confusion  to 
parents,  and  dissatisfaction  geneiftQy. 
One  of  the  merits  of  the  Education  Act 
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of  iMt  J9U  was  that  it  did  awaj  with 
that  condition  of  things,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  same  local  authority  as  formed 
the  regulations  dealing  with  children 
within  school-hours  would  have  the 
dutT  ol  laying  down  the  oonditions 
under  which  the  children  should  work 
out  of  school-hours.  It  was  eminently 
desirable  that  the  power  of  making  the 
whole  of  the  regulations  should  be  vested 
in  the  one  authority. 

ICb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  regretted 
heooaldnot  support  his  hon.  friend.  This 
was  a  matter  which  required  to  be  looked 
at  from  the  point  of  view,  not  of  a  small 
locality,  but  of  a  larger  area,  such  as 
that  of  the  County  Council.  It  was  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance,  re- 
quiring a  large  and  enlightened  Tiew  of 
polioy,  and  that  large  riew  was  more 
ukely  to  be  obtained  in  a  County 
Council  tiian  in  a  District  OounciL 

SibEDWABD  STRACHET  dissented. 

SiB.  BRTCE  said  that,  at  any  rate, 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  deny  that 
the  County  Council  controlled  a  larger 
area  than  the  District  Council,  and 
that  speared  to  be  a  reason  for  leaving 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
CoonoL 


Mb.  JESSE  C0LLIN6S  pointed  out 
that  they  were  not  dealing  with  such  a 
question  as  education,  which  was  uni- 
form throughout  the  country,  but  with 
the  labour  and  earnings  of  the  poor,  and 
even  the  poorest  classes.  He  would  look 
with  the  greatest  apprehension  on  this 
Bill  if  uniformity  was  to  be  imposed. 
In  the  smaller  areas  the  requirements  were 
altogether  different  to  those  in  the  larger 
aueaa.  He  objected  to  allowing  a  oentral 
authority  to  make  by-laws  for  districts 
thay  knew  nothing  about.  The  Bill 
would  be  good  or  bad  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  local  authority  that  had 
to  administer  it.  He  had  the  greatest 
Uth  in  the  councils  of   boroughs   to 


make  by-laws  suited  to  their  localitiesi 
and  unless  such  a  power  were  giTen 
there  would  be  confusion  of  administra- 
tion, and  great  hardship  would  be  in- 
flicted on  the  children  in  agricultural 
districts.  He  appealed  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  withdraw  his  Amen'dment 
in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  dealt 
with  on  the  definition  clause.  He  hoped 
when  the  House  reached  that  clause  the 
Gk)Temment  would  revert  to  the  original 

f>ropo8al  of  the  Bill,  which  was  the  only 
ogical  provision — viz.,  that  the  councils 
which  knew  the  needs  of  their  looalities 
should  have  the  making  of  the  by-laws. 

Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset 
shire,  K)  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken  had  gone  very  far 
beyond  the  .Ajnendment.  The  only  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  Amendment  was 
whether  or  not  the  County  Council  was 
fit  to  make  by-laws  with  regard  to  every 
district  within  its  area.  ["  No."]  Surely 
it  was  not  desirable  that  in  a  county 
where  there  were  thirty  different  author- 
ities there  should  be  a  possibility  of  thirty 

different  sets  of  by-laws.  That  would 
certainly  not  be  for  the  convenience  of 
the  public,  and  the  confusion  and  ignor- 
ance of  the  law  to  which  it  might  lead 
would  probably  result  in  more  hard- 
ship than  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
County  Councils  were  not  so  ignorant 
of  the  needs  of  the  different  parts 
of  their  respective  areas  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think. 
Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  the 
County  Councils  constantly  made  by- 
laws for  different  parts  of  the  county ; 
and  he  could  not  see  why,  under  this 
Bill,  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  the 
matter. 


*Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLASsaidhewould 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  not  to 
press  the  clause.  It  was  not  at  all 
necessary,  and  would  only  give  rise  to 
serious  complications. 


Question  put. 
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The  House  divided :— Ayes,  U ;  Noes,  |  228.    (Division  List  No.  131.) 


Beanmont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Broadhunt,  Hemy 
Collings,  Bight  Hod.  Jeaae 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
GnfBOi,  EUJa  J. 
Hansswoiih,  R.  Leioeater 


AYES. 

Helme,  Norval  Wataon 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  [Camamonshire) 
Keariey,  Hndson  E. 
Labomohere,  Henry 
Philippt,  John  Wynfaid 


Tomkiiison,  JaoMS 
Warner.  Thoa.  Courtanay  T. 

Tellers  for  the  Ave&— 
Sir  Edward  Strachey  and 
Mr.  Markham. 


Agg-Gardner.  Jamea  Ijrata 
AUen,  Chas.  P.  {Glo».,  Utroud) 
Arkwright,  John  Suuihope 
Aniold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aabton,  Thomaa  Gair 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Jofloeline  FitzBoy 
BaiJD.  Colonel  Jamea  Bobert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  Man'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  IHornaey 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Bowlaad  Hirst 
BayW,  Thomas  {Derly»hire) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Braasey,  Albert 
Bri^,  John 

Bv^ck,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  EMiwaid  Allen 
Biyce,  Right  Hon.  Jamea 
Bnobanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  {Dublin  Univ 
OMnpbell,  John  (Armagh,  8.. 
Carme,  William  Walter 
Oaveudish,  B.  F.  (A^.  Lana.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  [Atton  Uemor) 
Cecil,  Lord  High  (Greenwidi) 
Chamberlain,RlHn.JA(  Wore. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoIomb,SirJohnCharlefl  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig.Charles  Curtis(.i4n;WniyS^ 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
CnoMr,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Cioes,  H.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
Croeaiery,  Sir  Savile 
DalkeiOi,  Eari  of 
Dalxid.  Jaaua  Henry 
,  Delany,  William 
Dewar,  John  A.{Im)emttt-*h.) 
Dickinscm,  Robert  EAnond 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sb  Jos.  C. 
Donghly,  Georm 
Dot^aa,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Aken 
Donglaa,  Oharies  M.  {Lanark) 
Dodtord,  Sir  Wm.  IlModcJte 
Dnke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Eaatjnga 
Evans,  Baml.  T.  (Olamorgait) 


NOES. 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  {LtUh 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzmanrioe,  Lord  Edoiond 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
FUnnery,  Sir  Forteacue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foetw,  P.  S.  ( Warwich,  8.  W. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co.) 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnaon 
Gariit,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(<7><jr  of  Lond 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Auguatus  Fredk. 
Gopdon,Hn.J.E.(£I^n  Jk  Nm 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orra8by-(So/op 
Gorst,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SdrE.W.(.Bur^  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Greville.  H(»i.  Ronald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  OhunJiill 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall.  Edwaid  Ibnhall 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  hi.G.{M%dx 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  {Itertkyr  Tyd 
Hare,  Thomas  Ledgh 
Harria,  Frederick  Levefton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Qeorjre 
Hayne,  Bt  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath.  Arthur  H.  {Hanley) 
Heaton.  John  Henniker 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexin  l*r 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhon8e,RtHnH(iS^om«r««<,J? 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Holland.  Sir  William  Henry 
Hoult.  JosejA 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hntchinsnn.Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone.  Heywood 
J<H<dan,  Jeremi^Ji 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,CoI.  "W. (Salop 
Keswick,  William 
Langie^,  Batty 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (GHatgoii> 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donepal,  W.) 
LawT«noe,  Sir  J«m.  iMonm'tk) 
Lawrenoe,  Wm.  F.  (Livtrpool 
LawBon,  John6rant(  YorktJfR 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leveson-Gowtr,  Fredk.  H.  S. 


Levy,  Maorioe 

Loder.  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.  ^;t.  Hn.  Walter(BrMto/,6' 
Lowtber,  C.  (Ownh.  Etidaie) 
Loyd,  Ardtie  Kirkmnn 
Lucas,  Col.  Fraooia  (Louiettoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portmuruth) 
Macdona,  John  Onmming 
MacVea^h,  Jeremiah 
M' Arthur,  Charlea  {Lvctrpott) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Crae,  George 
IC'Eillop,  Jas.  (Stvrimiithif) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Mansfield.  Horace  RendaU 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Max  well,  W .  J.  H.  (Z>iMn^t««(A. 
Meyeey-Thompoon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thimias 
Montagn,  G.  (ZTimfin^on) 
Montaga,  Hon.  J.  ^icott(HanU. ) 
More,liobt.  Jasper  (Shro^hire) 
^oraaoa,  Jcunes  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmar 
Mount.  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Otst  C. 
Murray,  KtHn  A.  Graham(2{u/e 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Norman,  Henry 
Orr-Ewinff,  Charlea  Lindaay 
Parkea,  Ebenagnr 
Partiiiftoa,  Oawald 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  WcUeiby 
Pemberton,  John  S.  O. 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell.  Sir  Franoia  Sharp 
Pretyraan,  Ernest  Georse 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  bdward 
Pnrvis,  liobeit 
Bamkiii,  Sir  James 
Reid.  James  {Oreenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bias 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Hon.M.W(5to/«6rM^«) 
Ritchie,  Bt.  Hn.  Chas.Tliomaon 
Roberta,  John  Bin  (Xillon) 
Roberta,  John  H.7i>m6tj7A«.) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertaon,  H.  (Haekntu) 
Robson,  William  Saowani 
Rothschild.Hon.LionelWalter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamss 
Rvneimw.  Wattac 
Russell.  T.  W. 
Rnthertord,  John  (Lcmeathin) 
Sackville,  Ool.  S.  O.  Stopfard 
Sadler.  Col.  SamL  Atowjidsr 
Samuel,  HerbertL.(C2ev«/ancO 
SohiNuw,  CkatiM  B. 
SooU.  Sir  S.  (JfofyMoM,  r.) 
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SmIt,  ChM.  Hilton  (Lineoln) 
Seely.Maj.  J.  E.  B.  (Isleof  Wight 
Slwckleton,  David  Jamea 
ffliipman.  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarthirt) 
aineUiy,  Louis  (Bomford) 
^Bi(Hi.Abel  H.  (Serif ord,  E.) 
Sndih,EC{North'mb.  Tijneside 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  {iMnarks.) 
Snitil,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear.  John  Ward 
Stanlay,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Steveoaon,  Francia  S. 
Stidinr-Mazwdl.  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stodc,  James  Henry 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 


{23  June  1903} 

Snlliyan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (OMcheiter) 
Talbot,Rt  Hn.JQ.iOxfdUnie. 
Taylor.  Thso.  0.  (Baddife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas.Sir  A.(&/a«noraan,£.) 
Thomas,  DaTidAI{red(Jfer(A^ 
Thomas,  J.  A.  (Ohm.,  Oo%p»r) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {Yori,  W.R.) 
Thorbnm,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
TVevel^an,  Charles  Philips 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.SirWUliamH 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  {Orkney 
Webb,  Col.  William  Oeoc^ 
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WUta.  Lnkt  (Torh,  E.  B.) 
White\oY,K.{Askt(mund.Lyne 
Whitley,^  J.  H.  (Eaiifax) 
Willoz.  kbr  John  Aiohihald 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Torh,  E.  fl.> 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Woreul«r.,N.y 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  EiR.  (Bathi 
Wolff,  Uostav  Wilhelm 
Wri^htson.  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  ueorge 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrntber. 


♦Mr.  tennant  aaid  that  the  Amend- 
ment he  desired  to  move  dealt  with  the 
question  whether  it  should  be  compulsory 
on  local  authorities  to  make  by-laws. 
The  Committee  upstairs  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  wiser  to 
make  it  compulsory.  One  of  the  strongest 
supporters  of  that  view  was  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  who,  on  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  said  that  if 
those  regulations  were  to  be  made  at  all 
it  was  essential  that  they  should  be 
compulsory.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Fife  on  the  Second 
Beading  also  said  that  in  order  to  obtain 
uniformity  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  the  local  authorities  should  be  com- 
pelled to  issue  those  by-laws.  No  doubt, 
the  local  authorities  in  the  great  towns, 
such  as  Birmingham,  Leeds  and  Man- 
chester, would  act  properly;  but  there 
were  other  local  authorities  which 
would  not  conform  to  the  standard 
that  would  be  set  by  them.  He 
would  be  prepared  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Oxford  University,  which  provided 
that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  local 
authority  to  issue  by-laws. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'any,'  and  insert  the  word  'every.'" — (Mr. 
Tennant.) 


Question  proposed,   "That  the  word 
'  any  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  that  in 
;  Grand  Committee  the  word  "  shall " 
!  was  inserted  instead  of  "  may  " ;  and  he 
I  now  proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  re- 
!  insert  "  may."  The  word  "  shall  "  was 
!  inserted  by  nineteen  votes  to  seventeen  ; 
but  when  the  same  point  arose  in  Clause 
2  it  was  decided  the  other  way  by  twenty- 
one  votes  to  fourteen ;  and  the  word 
"  may  "  was  now  in  Clause  2.  On  th* 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Fife 
said  that  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why 
he  supported  the  Bill  was  because  it  was 
optional,  and  it  was  the  view  of  the 
Government  that  the  County  Councils 
and  the  urban  authorities  should  not  be 
compelled  to  make  those  by  -  laws. 
Moreover  children  might  be  employed  in 
an  industry  in  one  district  under  con- 
ditions which  would  not  require  the 
making  of  by  •  laws  at  all ;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  it  was  the  view  of  the 
House  that  the  Bill  should  be  of  a  com- 
pulsory or  cast-iron  character.  He  had 
sufficient  trust  in  the  local  authorities  to 
leave  the  matter  to  them.  They  were 
the  proper  authorities  to  decide  whether 
or  not  by-laws  were  required  in  their 
own  districts. 
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Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) 
said  he  also  trusted  the  local  authorities, 
but  the  object  of  his  Amendment  was  to 
make  it  quite  clear  that  the  local  author- 
ities should  not  disregard  the  matter, 
and  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  each 
local  authority  to  decide  the  matter  for 
itself.  Otherwise,  some  local  authorities 
would  be  negUgent ;  and  it  was  for  them 
that  the  law  was  intended. 

Me.  galloway  said  that  the 
question  at  issue  was  whether  the  Bill 
should  be  compulsory  or  not.  It  was 
obvious  it  oould  not  be  decided  in  the 
few  minutes  that  remained,  and  he 
would  therefore  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

*Mb.  TENNANT  asked  when  the  Bill 
would  be  taken  again. 

*Mk.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  that 
that  question  should  be  addressed  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  It  was 
quite  clear,  however,  it  oould  not  be 
proceeded  with  during  the  present  week. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That 
further  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended,  be  now  adjourned." — (Mr. 
OailouMy) — Put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  eon- 
siderad  to-morrow. 

MARINE  STORE  DEALERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[The  Lord  Advocatb  (Mr.  A.  Graham 
Murray,  Buteshire)  in  the  Ohair.] 


Clause  2— 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  artiolt' 
to  innert  the  words,  'Provided  that  where 
articles  of  the  same  kind,  valne,  and  descrip- 
tion are  on  any  partioular  occasion  bought  or 
sold  in  a  lot  or  parcel  it  will  be  sufficient  te 
describe  snch  lot  or  parcel  without  describing 
each  of  the  several  articles  comprising  same."* 
— {Mr.  MacVeoffh.) 


Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said  he  would  move  to  report  Progress. 
The  Amendments  were  not  on  the 
Paper ;  and  the  Gentlemen  who  usually 
took  charge  of  business  after  midnight 
were  strangely  silent. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  Cdlege 
Green)  said  he  would  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member  not  to  persist  in  his  MotioQ' 
The  Bill  was  urgently  demanded  m 
Dublin  and  Belfast ;  and  all  the  parties 
concerned  were  agreed  regarding  it. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered to-morrow. 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 
Considered    in    Committee,    and    re- 
ported;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

COAL  MINES  (CERTIFICATES)  BELL 
Lords   Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


Adjonmed  at  fourteen  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Wednesday,  Mth  June,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]; 
^  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways 
1  Bin.  As  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
I  read  the  third  time. 


Barry  Railway  Bill  [Lords];  Didcot, 
Newbury  and  Southampton  Railway 
Bin  [Lords^;  Fife  Electrical  Power  Bill 
[Lords];  ^Nottinghamshire  and  Derby- 
shire Tramways  BiU  [Lords].  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords].  To  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 

■    Willeeden  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords].      Read   a     second    time,    and 
.  committed. 


I  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
I  (Xa  4)  BiU.  Lords'  Amendments  con- 
i  sidered,  and  agreed  to. 

I  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
^  (No.    1)   BiU  [Lords].     Read  the  third 

S  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

^» 
e 

^    Local    Government   (Ireland)    Provi- 

^  sional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Govem- 

|ment  Provisional   Orders  (No.  17)  Bill; 

^  Pier  and    Harbour   Provisional   Orders 

•^  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and   Harbour  Provi- 

g sional  Orders    (No.   3)   Bill;   Pier  and 

■^  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ; 

Pier  and   Harbour  Provisional    Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill     As  amended,  considered  ; 

to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sioniJ  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [by  Order]. 
Consideration,  as  amended,  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill.  "  To 
amend  the  Alexandra  Park  and  Palace 
(PuUic  Purposes)  Act,  1900;  and  to 
confer  powers  on  the  Alexandra  Park 

VOL.  CXXrV.     [Fourth  Sebibs.] 


Trustees  to  make  charges  for  admission 
on  bank  holidays."  Read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Rochester  Corporation  Tramways  and 
Improvements  Bill  [Lords].  Report 
[23rd  June]  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Ordeni  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  Reported, 
without  Amendment  [Provisional  Orders 
confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Public  Petitions  Committee.  Sixth 
Report  brought  up  and  read;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill.  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


PETITIONS. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  Selkirk,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL,  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION  FOR  NON.RENEWAL> 
BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  Stonehoute 
(two) ;  and  Devonport  (two) ;  to  lift 
upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Denny  and  Dunipace, 
for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  Mailing ; 
Addington;  and  South wark ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour :  from  Annbank  . 
and  Wakefield ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

N  -  , 
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SALE  OP  ADULTERATED  BUTTER  BILL. 

Petition     bom    Richmond   (Surrey), 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EAST  INDIA  (INDIA  OFFICE  RETIRE- 
MENT AT  65). 

Beturn  [presented  23rd  June]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  220.] 

ARMY  PROMOTIONS. 

Eeturn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  25th  May — Major  Evans-Gordon]-, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  221.] 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Beturn  ordered,  "  showing  particulars 
with  respect  to  advances  for  the  pur- 
chase of  holdings  and  repayments  to 
Land  Ciommission  under  Glauses  1  and 
40. ' '—  (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Return  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
222.] 

COUNCIL  OF  BOROUGHS  IN  ENGLAND 
AND  WALES  (INDEBTEDNESS). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  the  Total 
Indebtedness  of  the  C!ouncils  of  Boroughs, 
other  than  Metropolitan  Boroughs,  in 
England  and  Wales  on  the  Slat  day  of 
March  1903,  in  the  following  form : — 
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—{Mr.  John  Ellis.) 

TRADE  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM,  CANADA,  AND  GERMANY. 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  (a)  Statistics 
for  the  years  1890-1902  of  (1)  trade 
between  Germany  and  Canada,  (2)  trade 
between  Germany  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  (3)  trade  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Canada ;  (b)  Import  duties 
levied  (I)  in  Germany  on  the  principal 
imports  from  Canada  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  (2)  in  Canada  on  the  principal 
imports  from  the  United  Kingoom  and 
Germany,  and  (3)  in  the  United  Kingdom 
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on  the  principal  imports  from  Germany 
and  Canada." — {Mr.  Loder.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Phthisis  in  Workhouse  Inflmuuies. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire. 
Spalding) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
receives  reports  from  the  Poor  Law  in- 
spectors as  to  the  number  of  cases  of 
phthisis  in  the  infirmary  wards  of  the 
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workhouMsof  England  and  Wales;  and,  ' 
if  80,  whether  such  reports  state  whether  j 
the  patients  are   isolated   and    receive  \ 
special    treatment ;    has    his   attention  | 
biaen   drawn   to  cases    in    which    such  I 
patients  have  been  placed  in  the  same 
ward  as  other  patients ;  and  whether,  \ 
seeing  the  danger  of  infection    caused  | 
thereby,  will  he  consider  the  advisability  > 
of  providing  fresh  regulations  for  the 
isolation  and  treatment  of  all  oases  of 
pkthims    in   the    workhouses    of    the 
country. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  IFalter  Long.)    The  j 
ordinary  reports  made  by  the  inspectors 
would  not  necessarily  specify  the  number  | 
of  cases  of  phthisis   in  the    infirmary 
wards     of     the    workhouses,     but     in 
particular   instances   the    reports  refer  i 
to  the  manner  in  which  these  cases  are  ; 
dealt   with  by  the   guardians.     Where  ; 
it  appears  that  patients  suffering  from  i 
this   disease  are    in  wards  with  other ' 
patients  I  urge  the  guardians  to  take 
steps  to  seoure  their  isolation.    The  num- 
ber of  workhouses  where  special  provision 
is  made  by  the  guardians  for  phthisical 
patients  is  steadily  increasing,  and  I  do 
not  propose  at  present  to  issue  regula- 
tions on  the  subject. 

British  Trade  with  the  Oolonies- 
3iB  HOWAED  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Gcdonies  if  he  can  state  the 
amount  of  imports  into  the  United 
Kingdom  from  British  Colonies  in  1846 
and  1902,  and  the  amount  of  the 
exports  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
to  British  Colonies  in  those  years. 

•{Ansuieredby  Mr.  Secretary  ClMwherlain.) 
The  published  Returns  of  1846  do  not 
give  the  values  of  the  imports  from  each 
country  and  possession.  But  the  declared 
value  of  the  exports  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  and  manufactures  to  British 
possessions,  including  India  and  the 
Channel  Islands,  was  £16,277,589,  an 
amount  which  is  somewhat  in  excess,  as 
the  iCeturn  includes  the  whole  of  our 
exports  to  West  Africa,  no  distinction 
being  made  between  our  possessions 
and  the  possessions  of  other  countries  or 
native  territories.  According  to  the 
latest  Returns  of  Trade  and  Navigation 
the  value  of  our  imports  from  British 


possessions  in  1902,  including  Pro-  * 
tectorates,  was  £106,793,033.  Our  ex- 
ports of  the  produce  and  manufactures 
of  the  United  Kingdom  were  in  the 
same  year  to  British  possessions,  includ- 
ing Protectorates,  £109,028,611. 

Becnlatioa  of  Metropolitan  Street  Traffic 
— Ezcavation  of  the  Streets. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  difficulties  imposed  upon  the  Metro- 
politan Police  in  the  regulation  of  traffic 
by  the  action  of  the  Cotmty  Council  and 
borough  authorities,  as  well  as  the  tele- 
graph, telephone,  gas,  water,  and  hydraulic 
power  engineers,  in  taking  up  the  most 
frequented  streets  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  he  can  provide  that  the  work  shall 
be  done  at  night,  as  in  Paris,  Berlin,  and 
New  York. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  I  have  no  power  to  adopt  this 
suggestion,  and  I  can  only  repeat  that  the 
matter  is  one  which  the  Royal  Commission 
on  London  Traffic  will,  no  doubt,  take 
into  consideration. 

Betnm  of  Licences  Befiised  Renewal- 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
if  the  Return  of  Licences  Refused  Renewal, 
given  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
141  of  the  present  session,  includes 
licences  surrendered  or  agreed  to  be  sur- 
rendered by  brewers  and  others  in  conse- 
quence of  intentions  expressed  by  licens- 
ing magistrates  to  reduce  the  number  of 
licences ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
order  a  Return  of  surrendered  licences. 

{Ansu>ered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Doughs.)  The  answer  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  it  would  be  practicable 
to  obtain  a  Return  giving  the  information 
indicated. 

Officers'  Ghargers  in  India. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  increased  cost  of 
horses  in  the  markets  in  India,  whether 
for  Australians  or  country-breds,  the 
European  officers  of  the  Indian  cavalry 
will  be  allowed  similar  privileges  as  to 
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chargers  as  those  recently  conferred  upon 
cavalry  oflScers  of  the  British  Army. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  matter  is  eng^ng  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  India. 


Accommodation  for  Parish  Medical  . 
Officers  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  JOHN  DEWAR  (Inverness): 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether,  in 
view  of  the  inconvenience  which  arises  in 
parishes  in  the  congested  districts  of 
Scotland  from  the  difhculty  of  obtaining 
suitable  accommodation  for  parish  medical 
officers,  he  will  take  steps  to  amend  the 
Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  so  as 
to  permit  parish  councils  to  provide  suit- 
able accommodation  and  to  give  them 
powers*  to  borrow  money  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  can  give  no 
undertaking  as  to  the  introduction  of  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Grovemment 
(Scotland)  Act  in  the  sense  desired  by 
the  hon.  Member,  but  the  matter  referred 
to  by  him  will  receive  due  considera- 
tion. 


Belfast  and  Fortadown  Post  Offices— Be- 
li«iona  Belief  of  Members  of  Staff. 

Mr,  SLOAN  (BeUast,  S.):  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  the  number  of  officials 
employed  in  Belfast  and  Portadowii  Post 
Offices  respectively,  and  the  number  of 
Protestants  and  Koman  Catholics  there 
are  in  each. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  numbers  of  the  staff  employed  at 
the  two  offices  in  question  are  as  stated 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1904,  viz. :  Belfast,  513  ;  Porta- 
down,  28.  I  have  no  information  as  to 
the  religious  belief  of  members  of  the 
Post  Office  staff,  and  I  have  repeatedly 
declined  to  make  any  inquiry  on  the 
subject. 

Salaries  of  Onstoms  Watchers. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  state  how  many  Customs 
watchers  who  joined  the  service  since 
August,  1896,  received  an  increase  of 
salary  in   1900;    and   whether  he  will 


take  steps  to  amend  the  Greneral  Order  8» 
that  the  concession  may  be  extended  to 
these  men. 

( Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot. )  No 
watchers  who  joined  the  service  sinc» 
August,  1896,  received  an  increase  of 
salary  in  1900.  Such  increase  is  granted 
to  a  watcher  for  combined  length  of  service 
and  special  merit.  All  the  watchers  in 
question  are  potentially  within  the  scope 
of  the  concession,  and  most  of  them  may 
be  expected  in  time  to  benefit  by  it. 
No  amendment  of  the  G«neral  Order  i» 
required. 


Commercial  Treaties— Mo8t-&vonred- 
Nation  Treatment- 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  can  state,  with  regard 
to  those  countries  where  we  do  not 
enjoy,  dejure  or  de  facto,  most-favoured- 
nation treatment,  the  character  and 
amount  of  the  advantages  granted  to 
other  countries;  and  if  he  will  lay  a 
statement  giving  the  figures. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Th» 
Board  of  Trade  have  no  objection  to 
giving  this  information  in  the  form  of  a 
Return  if  my  hon.  friend  will  move  for 
one. 

High  Voltage  Currents  on  Bare  Wires 
on  Public  Boads. 

Mb.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield):  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  will  he  say  what 
are  the  present  regulations  restricting 
the  use  of  high  voltage  currents  carried 
on  bare  wires  over  or  on  public  roads  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  currents 
of  10,000  to  40,000  volts  are 
carried  by  overhead  bare  wires  on  the 
Continent  and  in  America  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  industrial  community,  he 
will  consider  whether  a  pressure  of 
10,000  volts  could  now  be  permitted, 
provided  that  efficient  cradles  or  guards 
of  a  type  approved  by  him  be  emfdoyed 
to  protect  such  wires;  whether  he  has 
any  information  showing  that  high 
tension  bare  wires  carrying  high  voltage 
current  have  ever  caused  any  injury  or 
loss  of  life  to  the  public  in  America  and 
on  the   Continent  when  used  only  for 
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transmitting  power  to  sub-stations ;  and 
that  the  dangers  to  the  public,  if  any, 
are  not  greater  where  bare  wires 
transmit  current  direct  to  tram  motors 
than  in  the  case  where  the  line  is  never 
in  oontact  with  a  moving  coUeotor. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Bonar  Law.)  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  not  yet  made  any 
regulations  relating  to  the  transmission 
of  electricity  at  high  voltage  by  bare 
overhead  wires.  I  have  no  information 
a»  to  injury  or  loes  of  life  to  the  public 
oaused  by  bare  wires  carrying  high 
voltage  supply  in  America  or  on  the 
Continent,  or  as  to  the  relative  dangers 
to  the  public  from  wires  used  for  tram- 
ways (where  constructed  under  Board 
of  Trade  regulations)  and  from  those 
used  for  other  purposes.  Two  schemes 
have  recently  been  submitted  and  are 
now  before  the  Board's  electrical  adviser, 
who  has  been  instructed  that  the  pro- 
moters may  proceed  with  their  works 
step  by  step  under  his  supervision.  The 
Board  propose  to  give  their  best  con- 
sideration to  applications  for  the  use  of 
high  voltage,  dealing  with  each  case  on 
its  merits. 

Beport  on  Tariff  Wars  between 
Foreign  CSotmtries- 

Sm  EDGAR  VINCENT  :  To  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  obtain  from 
EQs  Majesty's'  representatives  abroad 
reports  on  recent  tarifi  wars  between 
foreigp  coimtries,  their  origin,  duration, 
jutid  result. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  If 
my  hon.  friend  will  be  good  enough  to 
mve  me  a  little  more  detail  as  to  the  in- 
formation he  requires  I  will  do  my  best 
to  obtain  it  for  him. 

Bathing  Shed  at  the  Serpentine- 
LiBUT.  -  Ck)LONEL  TUFNELL  (Essex, 
S.  K):  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Derbyshire,  as  representing  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  whether  he 
would  have  erected  by  the  Serpentine  a 
lock-up  shed  for  the  use  of  the  bathers  in 
the  morning,  and  place  it  in  charge  of  an 
Attendant. 

^Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  First  Commissioner  having  made 
inqoiiy  into  this  matter  regrets   that  he 


is  unable  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  friend ;  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
provide  adequate  accommodation  of  the 
kind  proposed  for  bathers  without 
putting  up  buildings  which  would  greatly 
disfigure  the  banks  of  the  Serpentine. 

Elementary  Education  in  Ireland- 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 

W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

I  Lord    Lieutenant  of    Ireland  whether, 

:  seeing  that  the  Irish  child  has  not  equal 

I  facilities   for  education  in  the  national 

'  schools  with  the  children  of  England  and 

I  Scotland,  and  that  an  additional  grant 

has  been  given  to  England  and  Scotland 

for  education,  he  will  take  steps  to  secure 

I  that  the  balance  of  the  Equivalent  Grant 

I  due   to  Ireland   should    be  devoted  to 

I  elementary  education  solely. 

j  {Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  I  ara 
I  not  at  present  in  a  position  to  make  any 
I  announcement  in  reference  to  the 
I  allocation  of  this  grant. 

{     Town  of  Fiankford— Ohange  of  Name- 

Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
I  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
I  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
I  tion  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
I  County  Council  of  King's  County  have 

decided,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
I  of  the  inhabitants,  to  restore  the  ancient 
!  name  of  the  town  of  Kilcormao  instead 
!  of  the  modem  one  of  Frankford ;  whether 
j  there  is  any  enactment  preventing  them 
I  from  so  doing ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  intimate 
'  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
I  Commissioner  of  Valuation  the  propriety 
I  of  not  interfering  with  the  desire  of  the 

County  Council  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  The 
I  County  Council,  at  a  recent  meeting, 
adopted  a  resolution  changing  the  name 
I  of  the  town  of  Frankford  to  that  of 
Kilcormac.  There  is  no  authority, 
statutory  or  otherwise,  enabling  the 
council  to  make  the  proposed  change, 
and  the  council  has  been  so  informed  oy 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Interference  of  Police  with  a  Public 
Meeting  at  Tallow- 

Mb.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  has  received 
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a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  LJamore 
Board  of  Guardians,  protesting  agunst 
tlie  action  of  the  police  ofificers  who 
prevented  the  legally  convened  public 
meeting  announced  to  be  held  in  Tallow 
on  the  7th  June  taking  place  by  threats 
of  physical  force ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
what  action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter;  and  whether  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment has  advised  the  King  to  abandon 
his  proposed  visit  to  Lismore  Castle. 

{Amvared  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
promotors  of  the  proposed  meeting  were 
warned  two  days  beforehand  that  it 
would  not  be  permitted  to  be  held.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  hold  it,  but  was 
frustrated  by  the  police,  who  dispersed 
the  crowd  without,  however,  using  b&tons 
or  unnecessary  force.  A  meeting  was 
held  one  and  a-half  miles  distant  without 
interference.  No  further  action  in  the 
matter  is  called  for. 

Anny  Schoolmasters— Promotions  to 
Inspeetorships. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  how 
many  Army  schoolmasters  have,  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  been  gazetted 
to  a  commission  as  inspector  or  sub- 
inspector  of  Army  schools  before  attaining 
the  age  of  forty  years,  and  upon  what 
date  was  the  last  appointment  made  under 
these  conditions;  have  any  instructions 
been  given,  with  a  view  to  extending  the 
area  from  which  selections  are  made  from 
the  corps  of  Army  schoolmasters  to  fill 
the  appointment  of  Inspector  of  Army 
Schools,  in  order  that  a  proportion  of  such 
inspectors  will  be  commissioned  before 
attaining  the  age  of  forty,  and  not  con- 
tinue to  be  debarred  from  the  advantages 
held  out  by  the  recent  Army  Order 
regulating  their  promotion  to  the 
honorary  rank  of  major. 

( A  nswered  ly  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick. )  In 
reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  no 
such  promotion  has  been  made  under  the 
age  of  forty.  As  regards  the  second  part 
of  the  Question  there  is  no  intention  of 
altering  the  present  system  of  careful 
selection,  which  works  welL  The  cases 
arising  under  the  Army  Order  mentioned 
can  only  be  very  exceptional,  and  the 
promotion  to  the  honorary  rank  of  major 
was  only  intended  for  such  exceptional 
cases. 


Be-emidoyment  of  Betired  Offieen— 
Report  of  Committee. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Ghehnsford) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
when  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cases  of 
retired  officers  re-employed  during  the 
late  war  will  be  promulgated. 

(Aniwered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Brodriek.y 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  is  under  a 
misapprehension,  as  the  Committee  to 
which  he  evidently  alludes  has  been  con- 
sidering the  question  of  the  re-employment 
of  retired  officers  in  any  future  war.  The 
Report  is  not  yet  made. 

ImpriBonment  for  Contempt  of  Cknirt— 
Oase  of  Mr-  Lewis- 

Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Webb, 
London  County  Councillor,  for  contempt 
of  Court  in  connection  with  certain  altera- 
tions of  premises  held  in  Oxford  Street ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  have  the  matter 
inquired  into  with  a  view  to  future  legis- 
lation dealing  with  the  power  of  Judges 
to  commit  for  contempt  of  Court,  and  the 
power  of  ground  landlords  to  insert  penal 
clauses  in  terminable  leases. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfowr.)  I 
understand  the  hon.  Member  to  refer  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Lewis.  I  am  advised 
that  the  facts  are  that  Mr.  Lewis 
deliberately  broke  the  conditions  of  his 
lease,  and  that  he  defied  the  order  of  the 
Court  requiring  him  to  keep  those  condi- 
tions. He  was  accordingly  imprisoned 
for  contempt  of  Court.  This  seems 
hardly  to  be  a  case  on  which  to  foimd  a 
proposal  for  altering  the  existing  law. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


The  Oape  "Bacging"  Case- 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  tiie 
Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
recent  Court-martial  at  Wellington 
Barracks  and  the  circumstances  attending 
it,  he  will  give  an  early  day  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  uie  salary  of  the  Secretary  for 
War. 
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The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
BaI/FOUR,  Manchester,  K) :  I  do  not  see 
the  relevance  of  the  beginning  of  the 
Question  to  the  end  Of  course,  a  con- 
venient day  will  be  found  for  the 
further  debates  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  May 
I  suggest  to  the  First  Lord  that  be  should 
postpone  the  Land  Bill  for  ever  in  order 
that  this  "ragging"  question  may  be  gone 
intot 

Destruction  of  Unsound  Army  Bations  at 
Pretoria. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  with 
reference  to  the  1,700,000  Army  rations 
destroyed  near  Pretoria  during  April  last, 
will  he  state  the  total  value  so  destroyed, 
the  respective  quantities  of  soldered  and 
non-soldered  tins,  and  also  the  names  of 
the  firms  who  respectively  supplied  them, 
together  with  the  dates  on  which  they 
were  supplied ;  is  he  aware  of  the  fact 
that  g0€>d  meat  properly  preserved  and 
tinned  practically  never  deteriorates; 
and,  if  so,  is  he  prepared  to  call  to 
account  those  persons  wno  supplied  these 
rations  ;  and  will  he  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  the  Report  called  for  from 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  South 
Africa. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  value  was  approximately 
about  £80,000.  The  numbers  of  soldered 
and  unsoldered  tins  were  roughly 
1 , 1 20,000  and  548,000  respectively.  The 
names  of  the  firms  who  supplied  them  are 
as  follows: — Aberdeen  Preserving  Com- 
pany, W.  Bruce,  John  Davidson,  Duhamel 
and  Company,  London  Canning  Compiny, 
Maconochie  Brothers,  Milne  and  Sons, 
Moir  and  Wilson,  John  Moir  and  Son, 
Poulton  and  Noel,  Sturton  Brothers. 
Twenty-two  thousand  of  the  rations  were 
supplied  at  the  end  of  1900,  and  the  rest 
between  April  and  June,  1902.  Good 
meat  propeny  preserved  and  tinned  and 
properly  stored  should  keep  for  at  least 
two  years  without  deterioration ;  these 
rations,  however,  also  contained  vegetables, 
and  the  tins  had  been  subjected  to  con- 
siderable variations  of  climate.  The 
whole  question  is  being  investigated. 
The  Report  can  be  laid. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare 
K) :  What  form  is  the  investigation 
taking,  and  will  there  be  a  regular  and 
searcUng  inquiry  ] 

Mb.  brodrick  :  The  War  Office  is 
investigating  what  steps  are  necessary. 
The  inquiry  will  take  the  usual  fornu 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  Will  any  claim  for  com- 
pensation be  made  against  those  persons 
who  supplied  the  rations  t 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  cannot  say ;  I 
shall  have  to  make  inquiry.  It  is  im- 
possible without  knowing  exactly  to  what 
the  tins  have  been  subjected  during  the 
early  part  of  the  time  they  were  in 
South  Africa  to  say  whether  any  blame 
attaches  to  the  contractors  or  not. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Has  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  just  admitted 
that  a  large  proportion  of  these  rations 
only  arrived  in  Africa  last  year  t 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  further  statement 
at  present. 

CSo-operative  Unions— Free  Advertise- 
ment in  Army  Begnlations. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  in  the  forthcoming  Army 
Regulations  it  is  proposed  to  give  free 
advertisement  to  Co-operative  Unions; 
and  if  so,  whether  he  would  give  thoee 
in  the  trade  whose  businesses  may 
sufi'er  from  such  competition  nn  oppor- 
tunity of  making  representations  before 
he  finally  decides  to  embody  this 
measure  in  the  Army  Regulations. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No,  Sir.  There 
Lb  no  such  intention.  Perhaps  my  hon. 
friend  will  kindly  refer  to  an  answer  I 
gave  on  Monday  last.t 

Woolwidi  Azsenal  Hosvital. 
*Mr  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  request  the  Board  of  Inquiry  now 
sitting  at  Woolwich  to  report  as  to  the 
desirability  of  providing  a  hospital  nearer 
the  danger  zone  than  the  present  one. 

tSee  page  69. 
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having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  took 
twenty  minutes  to  remove  the  injured 
men  to  the  present  one,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  recent  explosion,  owing  to  the 
distance. 

Mb.  BRODRIGK:  This  point  h.as 
already  been  thoroughly  considered  and 
it  is  not  thought  advisable  to  provide  a 
new  hospital.  The  existing  hospital  is 
close  to  the  machine  shops,  where  the 
majority  of  accidents  occur,  while  a  fully 
equipped  hospital  train  is  always  ready 
near  the  danger  buildings  to  transport 
men  to  the  hospital.  Ample  provision 
of  first-aid  requisites  is  made  throughout 
the  Arsenal,  and  men  qualified  to  render 
first-aid  are  organised  so  as  to  be  always 
readily  available.  The  time  taken  in 
the  removal  of  these  men  to  the  hospital 
is  not  conadered  excessive,  and  it  must 
be  remembered  that  first-aid  had  already 
been  rendered  before  removal. 

♦Mb.  crooks  :  Has  the  War  Office 
ever  considered  for  a  moment  the  rider 
of  the  jury  on  the  occasion  of  the  last 
exjdosion,  that  greater  facilities  should 
be  afforded  for  rendering  aid  to  the 
injured  t  I  know  all  about  the  firstrsid 
but,  honestly,  this  hospital  is  a  very  long 
way  from  the  point  where  it  is  most 
needed. 

Mb.  BRODBICK:  All  such  recom. 
mendations  are  carefully  considered ; 
but  I  think  the  hon.  Member  roust 
realise  Xhat,  considering  the  Arsenal, 
although  containing  a  great  number  of 
workmen,  is  not  of  unlimited  sise,  the 
provision  of  hos[Htals  at  various  points, 
when  already  there  are  ample  means  of 
communication,  would  be  putting  the 
aathoriUes  to  great  additional  expense 
and  trouble. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  What 
is  expense  to  men's  lives  1 

Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.):  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  aware  that 
a  great  many  lives  might  be  saved  in 
twenty  minutes  t 

♦Mb.  crooks  :  Wfll  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consult  the  Inspector-General 
of  the  Arsenal  upon  this  point  t    It  is 


a  matter  of  burning  importance.    There 
are  16,000  men  there. 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
matter  is  one,  no  doubt,  of  great  import- 
ance, but  the  hon.  Member  cannot 
debate  it  now. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Pay  in  the  Dancer 
Zone. 

Mb.  CROOKS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  the  explosion  at  Woolwich  Arsenal, 
now  being  held  at  Woolwich  on  behalf 
of  his  Department,  the  question  whether 
the  system  of  payment  partly  by  piece 
work  and  partly  by  day  work  rate  is  a 
source  of  danger,  owing  to  the  desire  to 
obtain  extra  pay  over  the  day  rate  of 
wages ;  and  whether  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  service  and  to  the 
safety  of  all  employees  within  the 
danger  zone  to  fix  such  a  rate  of  wages 
as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  men  work- 
ing at  the  present  high  tension. 

Mb.  BRODRICK:  This  Committee  has 
been  appointed  to  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  explosion  and  has  not 
been  asked  to  consider  general  questions 
of  this  nature.  The  question  of  amend- 
ing the  present  method  of  payment  will 
be  carefully  considered. 

The  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNER  MAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  if  the  Naval  Works  Bill 
will  soon  be  introduced  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR;  I  am  told  by 
my  naval  colleagues  that  the  Naval 
Works  Bill  is  very  nearly  ready,  but  it 
is  impossible  for  me  as  yet  to  fix  a  date 
for  its  introduction. 

Oermany  and  Canadian  Tariffs. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  Member  for  Galway 
City  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  representations 
have  been  made  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  by  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  difficulty  with 
Germany  over  tariff  regulations;  when 
were  such  representations  made  ;    and 
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has  the  Canadian  Government  sought 
the  intervention  of  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment  in  the  dispute. 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
TBI  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chahbbblain, 
Krmingham,  W.):  The  High  Com- 
missioner for  Canada  made  representa- 
tions on  behalf  of  the  Government  of 
the  Dominion  on  this  subject  in  1898  and 
1899  which  were  brought  before  the 
German  Government  by  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Berlin,  and  in  1901  when 
these  representations  had  been  fruitless, 
the  Government  of  the  Dominion  dis- 
cussed the  matter  informally  with  the 
German  Consul-General  at  Ottawa.  No 
formal  communications  have  passed  with 
the '  Government  of  Canada  on  the 
subject  since  1901. 

Oermany  and  Oanada. 

Mb.  BLACK  (Banffshire):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
.\ffair8  what  steps  the  Government  has 
taken,  or  is  taking,  to  induce  Germany 
to  cease  differentiation  against  Canada 
other  than  inviting  discussion  in  this 
country  upon  retaliatory  duties ;  and  in 
particular  whether  the  attention  of 
Germany  has  in  tltis  connection  been 
directed  to  the  hospitality  she  enjoys  at 
our  coaling  stations. 

Thk  UNDER-SECRETARY  TOR 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cranborne. 
Rochester):  In  reply  to  the  first  Question, 
I  have  to  state  that  Papers  showing 
what  has  passed  will  shortly  be  laid  on 
the  Table,  to  which  I  would  direct  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
answer  to  the  second  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 

Trinidad  Blots  Inquiry- 
Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  has  yet  received  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to 
Trinidad  to  inquire  into  the  water  riot ; 
when  will  it  be  laid  before  Parliament ; 
and  whether  there  will  bean  opportunity 
of  discussing  it  this  session. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  ITie  Report 
has  not  yet  been  received,  and  I  am 
unable  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
subject  at  present. 


Mr.  LOUGH:  Will  it  be  before  the 
end  of  the  session  t 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  un- 
able to  make  any  statement. 

British  Ooiana— Ck>st  of  Ooolie  Immigra- 
tion. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
an  active  agitation  has  sprung  up  in 
British  Guiana  against  the  burden 
thrown  on  the  taxpayers  by  the  cost  of 
coohe  immigration ;  whether  he  has 
received  any  memorial  on  the  subject ; 
and  whether  it  will  be  open  to  that 
colony  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Permanent  Commission  under  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention  on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  of  the  nature  of  a 
bounty  to  the  sugar  producers ;  and  if 
he  can  see  his  way  to  relieve  the  general 
taxpayers  of  the  West  Indies  of  any 
further  obligations  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  In  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  I  have  to  state  that  the  memo- 
rial to  which  he  refers  has  not  yet  been 
received.  In  reply  to  the  second  part  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
answer  I  returned  to  the  recent  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  on 
the  same  subject,  22nd  June,  1903.t 

SoQth  African  Dynamite  Indnstiy. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Uolonies  whether,  seeing 
thaC'on  13th  January,  1899,  in  a  despatch 
to  the  High  Commissioner,  he  stated  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  were  advised 
that  a  dynamite  monopoly  in  the  South 
African  Republic  was  not  necessarily  in- 
consistent with  Article  XIV.  of  the 
London  Convention,  provided  such  a  con- 
cession was  to  benefit  the  State  generally 
and  not  simply  to  favour  a  concessionaire, 
he  wiU  say  why  now  for  many  months 
past  he  has  permitted,  in  face  of  the 
protests  of  British  dynamite  manufac- 
turers, the  creation  of  a  new  dynamite 
monopoly  in  South  Africa,  from  which 
the  Transvaal  (Jovemment  derives  no 
revenue  whatever ;  and  whether  this  new 
monopoly  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
views  His   Majesty's  Government  held 


tSee  page  55. 
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before  the  war  and  which  they  repeatedly 
pressed  on  the  late  Transvaal  Grovem- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.'  CHAMBERLAIN :  There  is 
no  intention  of  constituting  or  continuing 
any  dynamite  monopoly.  The  duty 
proposed  for  revenue  purposes  is  1^. 
per  lb.,  and  I  have  already  told  the  hon. 
Alember  several  times  that  the  question 
of  an  equivalent  excise  on  the  loeal  manu- 
facture is  under  consideration.  The 
manufacture  in  the  Gape  Colony  is  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Conven- 
tion, but  this  has  not  yet  been  ratified  by 
the  Cape  Government  Under  the  law 
of  the  late  Republic  all  dynamite  from 
outside  the  State  was  prohibited,  and 
the  price  was  accordingly  at  one  time 
from  thirty  to  forty  shdlings  per  case 
higher  than  it  is  now. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  was  understood  to 
ask  if  the  duties  were  not  75  per  cent, 
higher  than  before  the  war  7 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
given  all  the  information  I  have. 

Eimberley  Diamond  Mines. 
Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
seeing  under  the  special  laws  to  protect 
the  Kimberley  mines  against  theft  of 
diamonds,  detectives  are  permitted  to 
offer  diamonds  for  sale  to  persons  whom 
thev  suspect  of  illicit  diamond  buying, 
and  that  convictions  have  resulted  from 
such  action,  he  will  say  on  whose  repre- 
sentation this  law  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Transvaal  Legislative  Council, 
in  view  of  the  public  feeling  in  South 
Africa  against  this  special  law  enjoyed  by 
the  De  Beers  Company. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  draft 
ordinance  to  regulate  trading  in  diamonds 
is  being  introduced  by  the  Government. 
I  have  not  received  any  correspondence 
on  the  subject. 

South  Africa— Precious  Stones  Bill. 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  speech 
dehveredlast  Thursday  by  Sir  R.  Solomon, 
Attorney  -  General  of  the  Transvaal 
Government,  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Precious  Stones  Bill,   in  which  he 


stated  that  the  recent  diamond  discoveries- 
were  larger  and  richer  than  any  others  in 
South  Africa,  and  that  it  was  necessair 
the  mine  should  be  as  much  as  possible 
under  the  control  of  one  person ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  say  whether,  when  he  was  in 
South  Africa,  this  policy  of  placing  the 
diamond  mines  in  the  hands  of  monopolists- 
was  sanctioned  and  approved  by  him. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  imagme 
that  the  policy  will  depend  on  the  merits, 
of  each  case.  The  subject  was  not  dis- 
cussed by  me  during  my  visit  to  South 
Africa. 

Barmaids  in  Bengal  and  Bnnnah. 

Mil.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  Act  recently  passed 
by  the  Bengal  Legislative  Council,  for- 
bidding the  employment  of  women  as- 
barmaids  or  in  any  other  capacity  in  any 
of  the  licensed  premises  in  that  province ;: 
and  whether  it  is  intended  to  enact  similar 
legislation  in  the  other  provinces  of  India. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Georoe  Hamilton,  Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing) :  It  is  intended  to  under- 
take similar  kgislation  in  Burmah.  This 
is  the  only  other  province  in  which  th& 
question  has  arisen,  so  far  as  I  am  aware> 

Chreek  Cnnant  Monopoly. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's- 
Government  ^as  expressed  any  protest 
to  the  Greek  Government,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1890,  against 
the  proposal  to  establish  a  monopoly  for 
the  sale  of  Greek  currants ;  and,  if  not,^ 
whether,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
interference  with  the  consumption  of 
currants  as  well  as  with  their  retail 
distribution,  he  will  make  representations 
to  obviate  the  dislocation  of  this  trade. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's- 
Minister  at  Athens  has  informed  the 
Hellenic  Government  that  His  Majesty's- 
Govemment  will  reserve  the  right  of 
denouncing  the  Commercial  Agreement 
of  1890  in  the  event  of  the  monopoly 
being  sanctioned. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
Has  any  reply  been  received  to  that 
ocHumunicatJon  t 

Lord  CBANBORNE  :  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  What  is 
the  date  of  the  communication  t 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  Quite  recent. 

Morocco— Oape  Jnby  Expedition. 
♦Sin  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
British  factory  at  Cape  Juoy  was  sold  to 
the  Government  of  the  Sultan  of 
Morocco;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
stipulation  inserted  with  the  intention  of 
preventing  the  territory  from  being 
alienated  Iby  the  Moorish  Government, 
he  can  state'  what  view  ia  taken  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  having  rights  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  to  the  private 
French  armed  expedition  supported  by 
private  ships  now  operating  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  whether  inquiries 
will  be  made  as  to  whether  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act  is  being  violated  by 
enlistment  in  the  United  Kingdom  of 
persons  for  that  expedition. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  Agree 
ment  signed  on  March  13th,  1895, 
between  the  British  and  Moorish  Govern- 
ments respecting  the  purchase  by  Morocco 
of  the  property  of  the  North-West  Africa 
Company  at  Cape  Juby  is  published  in 
the  State  Papers,  Vol.  87,  p.  972,  and  in 
Hertslet's  Map  of  Africa,  by  Treaty. 
The  inquiries  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  lead  to  the  belief  that  the 
reports  as  to  the  so-called  French  ex- 
pedition have  little  foundation  in  fact — 
and  the  Spanish  Government  are  fully 
aware  that  they  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
which  provisions  of  the  Foreign  En- 
listment Act  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
in  view,  but  upon  the  facts  so  far  as  we 
are  aware  of  them  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Act  does  not  apply. 

South  African  Field  Post— MiBsinc 
Begiatered  Letters. 

Mr.  SLOAN   (Belfast,  S.) :    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 

is    aware     that     a     registered     letter 


addressed  to  Private  Thomas  Edens. 
7,069  B  Company,  Ist  Argyll  and 
Sutherland  Highlanders,  Field  Force,. 
South  Africa,  was  despatched  from  the 
Army  Poet  Office,  Middleburg,  Transvaal,, 
on  the  21st  July,  1901,  to  the  Officer 
Commanding,  Benson's  Column,  and' 
that  the  registered  letter  list  was  re- 
turned signed  I.  Hardmarsh,  Lance 
Corporal;  if  so,  will  he  state  whether 
the  Officer  Commanding  Ist  Argyll  and 
Sutherland  Highlanders,  has  been  able 
to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information 
as  to  the  disposal  of  the  registered 
letter  after  delivery  to  the  military 
authorities ;  and;  if  not,  will  the  person 
who  registered  the  letter  be  compen- 
sated 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  I  am  aware  of  the  facts  mentioned, 
and  it  is  the  ease  that,  according  to  the 
information  supplied  by  the  Army  Poet 
Office,  the  Officer  Commanding  the  1st 
Argyll  and  Sutherland  Highlanders  was 
unable  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  in- 
formation as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
registered  letter  in  question  after  its 
delivery  to  the  regiment.  The  registered 
letter  passed  out  of  the  custody  of  the 
Postmaster -General  on  its  reaching 
South  Africa.  It  is  consequently  im- 
possible that  I  should  give  compensation, 
from  Post  Office  funds. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  But  who  is  responsible 
for  seeing  that  registered  letters  reach 
their  destination  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  letter  passed  out  of  the  control  of 
the  Post  CNflSce  when  it  reached  South 
Africa,  and  was  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Army  Post  Office,  over  which  I  have  no 
control  whatever.  The  letter  was  de- 
livered to  the  unit  to  which  the  regiment 
was  attached,  but  as  to  what  became  of 
it  subsequently  the  officer  in  command 
has  been  unable  to  get  any  satisfactory 
account. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  Then  I  may  take  it,  it 
is  immaterial  whether  a  letter  is  re- 
gistered or  not. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Has  not  a  receipt  to  be  signed 
for  it  t 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Yea.  Speaking  of  this  case  from  memorjr 
I  believe  the  registered  letters  were  duly 
delivered  to  the  corporal  acting  as  the 
Postal  Oixlerly  of  the  >init,  who  signed  the 
receipt  for  them.  It  was  a  general 
receipt  and  the  Commanding  Officer  is 
unable  to  trace  this  particular  letter. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  there  to 
be  no  responsibility  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  Post  Office  t 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  responsibility  rests  with  the  Military 
Post  Office  in  South  Africa,  over  which  I 
have  no  control.  Any  further  Questions 
should  be  addressed  on  the  subject  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Have  you 

no  jurisdiction  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
do  not  see  any  reason  for  further  com- 
munication with  my  Department. 

NaTigation  off  the  Icelandic  Ooast 
Mr.  DOUGHTY  (Great  Grimsby) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whether,  in  view  of  the  loss  that 
has  been  sustained  by  vessels  and  crews 
off  the  coast  of  Iceland,  and  to  the 
dangerous  condition  of  aeveral  points 
on  the  western  coast  of  the  island,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  represent- 
ing the  matter  to  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  of  influencing  them 
to  place  lights  on  the  most  prominent 
lieadlands. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
<Mr.  BoNAR  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) : 
I  am  advised  that  out  of  some  fifty-two 
■casualties  which  have  been  reported  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  as  having  occurred 
to  British  vessels  off  the  coast  of  Iceland 
since  1887,  not  more  than  Ave  or  six 
«ould  be  considered  as  possibly  due  to 
want  of  lights  on  the  most  prominent 
headlands.  Only  one  or  two  of  these 
were  off  the  west  coast.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  am  afraid  that  a  repre- 
sentation may  not  be  successful,  but  I 
«hall  have  pleasure  in  consulting  my 
noble  friend  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  ffairs  as  to  whether  such 
a  representation  can  advantageously  be 
made. 


Nottingham  Smallpox  Hospital- 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
the  inquiry  promised  by  him  on  the 
25th  May  as  to  the  smallpox  hospital 
recently  erected  by  the  town  council  of 
Nottingham  has  been  made,  and  with 
what  results,  in  respect  of  the  proximity 
of  population  thereto,  both  resident  and 
working ;  and  whether  he  has  taken, 
or  proposes  to  take,  any  further  steps  in 
the  matter  for  the  protection  of  those 
affected  by  the  erection  of  this  hospital 

The  PRESIDENT  ok  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  One  of  the  medical 
inspectors  of  my  Department  has  visited 
this  hospital,  and  has  made  a  Report  on 
the  subject.  It  appears  that  although 
the  population  actually  resident  in  tne 
neighbourhood  does  not  exceed  the 
number  which  I  should  reg  rd  as  per- 
missible if  it  was  proposed  to  raise  a 
loan  in  connection  with  the  hospital,  yet 
a  considerable  number  of  workmen  are 
daily  employed  within  half-a-mile  of  the 
site.  I  have  written  to  the  town  council 
pointing  out  the  objections  to  the  site, 
and  urging  them  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
another. 

Befnlation  of  Hotor-Oar  Traffic- 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  things  as  regards  motor- 
cars, and  to  the  public  demand  for  such 
action  as  will  ensure  the  safe  and  reason* 
able  enjoyment  of  public  highways  by  all, 
he  will  introduce  without  delay  and 
press  forward  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr-  WALTER  LONG:  I  hope  to 
arrange  for  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
on  this  subject  in  another  place  very 
shortly. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS:  And  press  it 
forward  1 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Certainly. 

Irish  Land  Ck>urts— Jurisdiction  in 
England  and  Scotland- 

Mr.  T,  M.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether, 
seeing  that  until  last  year  it  was  always 
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assumed  that  the  Irish  Land  Commis- 
sion and  the  Land  Judges  Court  had 
jurisdiction  to  compel  parties  resident  in 
£ngland  or  Scotland  to  obey  orders  made 
in  Ireland,  and  that  it  has  novr  been 
decided  in  England  and  the  decision 
followed  by  the  Irish  Courts  that  such 
jurisdiction  does  not  exist,  with  the 
result  that  where  the  title  deeds  of  a 
property  for  sale  in  Ireland  are  in 
custody  of  an  English  mortgagee  or 
solicitor  or  deposited  with  a  bank  in 
England,  the  party  having  custody  of 
the  documents  can  obstruct  the  pro- 
ceeding for  sale,  and  the  Irish  Courts 
are  powerless  to  compel  the  lodgment 
of  the  deeds,  and  that  if  any  person 
instituted  proceedings  in  Ireland  to  sell 
an  estate  any  person  in  Ireland  having 
custody  of  the  deeds  can  now  block  the 
sale  by  sending  them  to  England,  a 
Clause  will  be  inserted  in  the  Purchase 
Bill  giving  both  the  Land  Judge  and  the 
Land  Oom  mission  power  to  have  their 
orders  exemplified  and  sent  over  to  the 
English  Courts  to  be  enforced  by  an 
English  or  Scotch  Judge  when  necessary. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  k)R 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  :  I  have  read  and  considered 
the  authority  referred  to  in  the  Question. 
It  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  establish 
that  the  machinery  set  up  by  the  41 
Geo.,  c.  90.,  8.  6  and  21  and  22  Vic,  c. 
72,  s.  36,  is  ineffectual  if  properly  availed 
of.  It  was  the  omission  to  observe  the 
requirements  of  the  first-named  statute 
which  caused  the  diflSculty  in  the  case 
mentioned.  The  matter,  however,  is 
still  under  consideration. 


DioglA  Bailway. 

Mk.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  what 
has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  Dingle 
KaUway  ;  and  whether  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  relieve  the  ratepayers  this 
year  of  the  burden  which  this  line  is  to 
them. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) : 
Negotiations  are  in'progress  with  respect 


to  this  railway.  For  the  present, 
therefore,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  more 
definite  reply  to  the  Question. 

Gxm  Licences  in  County  Tippeiaiy. 

Mk.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  K)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ,if  he  will  state 
why  the  application  of  Mr.  James 
Coffey  of  Doonane,  Newport,  County 
Tipperary,  for  a  gun  licence,  or  the 
transfer  of  the  licence  of  his  father,  was 
refused,  in  view  of  the  character  of  this 
man  and  of  the  fact  that  he  has  to  look 
over  the  farm  of  his  father  of  500  acres, 
and  that  his  father  is  now  too  old  to  use 
a  gun,  and  that  James  Coffey  used  to 
hold  an  Excise  licence  to  carry  and  use 
a  gun. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Resident  Magistrate  that  no  such 
application  has  been  received  by  him. 

Crime  in  County  Clan. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretarv  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Judge  Carton  received 
white  gloves  at  the  recent  Ennis  Quarter 
Sessions ;  and  whether  in  view  of  iha 
peaceable  state  of  the  county  Clare,  the 
proclamation  of  certain  districts  under 
the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  will  now  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  am  prepared  to 
consider  this  question  so  soon  as  I  find 
an  opportunity  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  will 
repeat  the  Question  next  week,  as  I  hope 
that  by  then  the  first  clause  of  the  Land 
Bill  will  have  been  passed. 

Irish  School  Teachers'  Bemtmention. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  not- 
withstanding the  promise  of  the  Resident 
Commissioner  that  no  teacher  would  lose 
a  penny  by  the  new  system  of  payments, 
the  principal  teacher  of  school.  Roll 
Number   15,020,    District    11,   has  lost 
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-over  £60  in  the  last  three  years,  while 
the  teacher  of  a  similar  school  with  the 
same  attendance,  the  same  service  and 
qualifications,  but  whose  average  during 
the  three  standard  years  was  normal, 
would  receive  over  £800  more  in  salaries 
before  being  pensioned  than  the  teacher 
-of  this  school,  supposing  them  to  be 
equal  and  to  get  all  available  increments ; 
and  will  he  state  how  many  similiar 
-cases  there  are  in  Ireland,  and  to  what 
cause  are  they  due;  and  will  he  make 
inquiries  with  a  view  of  removing  the 
alleged  grievance. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Commissioners 
■of  National  Education  report  on  this 
Question  as  follows :  No  such  unqualified 
promise  was  given  by  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner. The  Commissioners  do  not 
admit  the  supposed  loss  of  income 
alleged  by  this  teacher.  In  fixing  Mr. 
Kyle's  income  under  the  present  system 
he  was  allowed  not  merely  his  average 
earnings  during  the  preceding  three 
years,  but  was  specially  granted  the 
highest  amount  earned  by  him  in  any 
of  those  years.  This  was  aUowed  irre- 
spectively of  the  triennial  increments 
and  possible  promotions  provided  for 
deserving  teachers  under  the  rules.  The 
Commissioners  could  not  enter  into  a 
discussion  on  or  consider  the  hypothetical 
circumstances  put  forward  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  Question. 

Irish  Prison  Matrons- 
Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo.  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  scale 
of  salaries  and  dietary,  applying  to 
assistant  matrons  in  English  prisons, 
apply  to  those  employed  in  a  similar 
capacity  in  Ireland;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  say  in  what  essential  particulars  the 
scales  differ. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Assistant  matrons 
in  Irish  convict  prisons  are  paid 
salaries  of  £49,  rising  by  £2  trienni- 
ally  to  £56.  In  local  prisons  the  scale 
is  £36,  by  £1  a  year  to  £45.  They  are 
all  provided  with  furnished  apartments, 
fuel,  light  and  uniform,  and  a  number 
of  them  receive  extra  allowances  of  from 
£5  to  £15  a  year  for  special  duties. 
There  are  no  scales  of  dietary,  and  no 
■  allowances  in  lieu  of  rations.    I  must 


refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  right 
hoa  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  for  information 
as  to  the  corresponding  scales  in  the 
English  Prison  Service. 

Irish  Land  Purchase- 

Mb.  WHITLEY  (HaUfax) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
omission  of  the  one-eighth  perpetual 
rent-charge  from  the  Irish  Land  Bill  will 
be  met  by  an  increase  of  one-seventh  in 
the  annual  purchase  instalments,  or  by 
an  extension  of  one  seventh  in  the  length 
of  the  purchase  term. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  laying  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  this  aitemoon 
a  Return  which  will  illustrate  the  efiects 
of  the  abolition  of  the  perpetual  rent- 
charge.  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member 
to  await  this  Return. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.):  When  does  the  right  hon. 
Cfentleman  propose  to  put  down  the 
consequential  Amendments  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  As  soon  as  the 
first  clause  has  been  disposed  of  I  hope 
to  be  in  a  position  to  put  down  many  of 
the  Amendments  which  are,  in  the  view 
of  the  Government,  necessary. 

Land  Purchase  Betnnu. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  SecretAry  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Return, 
under  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland) 
Acts  [C.  6925,  1893],  has  been  continued 
in  the  same  form  to  the  present  date; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  direct  a 
Return  in  that  form  for  the  last  five 
years  to  be  prepared  and  laid  upon  the 
Table  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir;  the  Re- 
turn has  not  since  been  continued.  It 
was  expressly  limited  io  transactions 
under  the  Acts  of  1885,  1887,  and  1888, 
and  operations  imder  these  Acts  ceased 
shortly  after  the  preparation  of  the 
Return.  With  respect  to  sales  under 
the  Act  of  1891,  a  Return  has  been 
annually  presented  to  Parliament,  giving 
detailed  information  concerning  every 
advance  made.    Five  of  these  Returns, 
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which  are  very  voluminous,  have  been  laid 
on  the  Table,  and  to  tabulate  the  entries  in 
the  manner  suggested  would,  I  am  afraid, 
■occupy  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  staff  of  the 
Land  Commission  for  a  very  considerable 
period.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  could 
properly  impose  this  additional  labour  on 
the  Land  Commission,  but  I  will  make 
further  inquiry  into  the  matter. 


Sooth  African  Garrison- 
Borden. 


-India's 


Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  connection  with  the  promised 
Announcement  as  to  the  retention  of 
troops  in  South  Africa,  His  Majesty's 
C^ovemment  have  had  under  considera- 
tion any  proposal  for  charging  India 
■with  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  these 
troops ;  and  whether  an  opportunity  \rill 
be  given  of  considering  Indian  opinion 
on  the  subject  before  any  decision  is 
arrived  at. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think, 
perhaps,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
wait  till  the  announcement  of  which  he 
speaks  is  made  before  we  consider  any  of 
the  collateral  issues  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Pertjhshire,  E) : 
Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Gtiovem- 
ment  really  consider  the  propriety  of 
putting  on  the  poor  taxpayers  of  India 
the  cost  of  this  first  step  towards  the 
retrenchment  of  our  Army  at  home  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  to  understand 
that.  He  is  to  understand  the  answer 
frhich  I  gave,  and  which  I  hope  is  clear. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  Is  it 
likely  that  this  announcement  will  be 
made  before  the  House  rises  for  the 
recess! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give 
any  definite  statement  on  that  subject, 
but  I  should  think  it  probable. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  Are  we  to 
-understand  that  things  were  less  advanced 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  led  us  to 
suppose  earlier  in  the  session  when  he 
said  that  the  matter  could  be  discussed 
.on  the  War  Office  Vote  ? 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
reascm  to  doubt  that  it  can  be  discussed 
on  the  War  Office  Vote. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  When  will  the  War 
Office  Vote  be  taken  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  say. 

India  and  the  New  Fiscal  Policy. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  beg  lo 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  io  view  of  the  capacity  of 
India's  grain  productiveness  and  the 
labour  awaiting  industrial  employment 
there,  he  contemplates  the  inclusion  of 
India's  commercial  and  fiscal  relations 
with  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  rest 
of  the  Empire  in  the  scheme  of  inquiry 
now  being  undertaken  by  His  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course  it 
will  be  impossible  to  exclude  India,  and 
it  never  has  been  excluded,  from  any 
consideration  of  the  fiscal  policy  of  this 
country  and  its  effects.  My  hon.  friend, 
I  think,  wiU  fed  that  the  general  policy 
is  not  likely  to  be  departed  from  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Government  of  Ind<a  will 
be  consulted  as  to  the  effects  upon 
Indian  trade  of  any  change  which  may 
be  suggested. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  any  change 
in  this  country  affects  India,  India  will 
be  consulted  upon  it.  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  there  is  a  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  who  is  always  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  that  the  Cabinet  should  do 
anything  in  which  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment were  concerned  as  to  which  that 
Government  would  not  be  fully  informe<l. 

Colonial  Oovemments  and  the  Fiscal 
InQuiiy. 

Mr.  black  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Government  have  iu'vited  or  contemplate 
to  invite  the  Colonial  Cabinets  and  Crown 
Colony  and  Dependency  Legislative 
Councils  to  undertake  an  inquiry  into 
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the  effect  of  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
proposals  as  to  our  fiscal  system  on  the 
same  lines  as  is  now  being  conducted  by 
the  Imperial  Cabinet  f 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  this 
question  is  premature. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  Is  it  not  the  scheme  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  is  premature  t 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Shipping  Agreements. 

Mr.  [GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  can 
he  now  lay  on  the  Table  of  this  House 
the  formal  document  embodying  the 
agreement  which  had  been  come  to  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  on  30th 
September,  1902,  with  the  American 
International  Mercantile  Marine  Asso- 
ciation, and  which  was  in  course  of 
execution  on  18th  May  last;  will  he 
afford  this  House  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  that  agreement,  and  also 
that  with  the  Cunard  Company,  before 
their  final  execution;  in  wmt  form 
does  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  propose 
that  these  agreements  shall  be  discussed, 
and  if  by  Besolution,  can  he  undertake 
that  the  Motion  for  a  Resolution 
approving  them  shall  be  set  down  as 
First  Order  at  an  afternoon  sitting; 
and,  in  view  of  the  delay  that  has 
occurred,  can  he  now  undertake  that 
the  discussion  on  this  matter  shall  be 
taken  within  some  definite  fixed  time. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  agree- 
ments are  not  yet  signed,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  or  proper  to 
lay  them  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
until  they  are  signed.  When  the  arrange- 
ments are  finally  concluded  they  will  be 
placed  on  the  Table,  and  I  will  do  my 
best  to  secure  a  suitable  opportunity  for 
their  discussion. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  have 
asked  repeated  Questions  on  this  point. 
Considering  there  has  been  eight 
months'  delay,  can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  name  some  definite  time  for 
the  discussion,  especially  in  view  of  the 
serious  rumours  published  in  the  Press 
in  regard  to  the  American  combine  1 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  desirable  to  attempt 
to  name  a  date,  which  must  turn  on 
the  course  of  Parliamentary  business.  I 
conceive  it  improbable,  almost  im- 
possible, that  a  day  should  not  be  found 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session. 

Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  WiD  there 
be  an  adequate  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussing the  subject  t 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  always 
said  there  should  be  "a  fitting  op- 
portunity." 

Irish  Oold  Ornaments- 

Mr.  WILLIAM   REDMOND:   I  beg 

to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  Mr.  Justice  Farwell's 
declaration  that  the  Celtic  ornaments  in 
the  British  Museum  are  the  property  of 
the  Crown,  arrangements  will  now  be 
made  to  have  them  placed  in  the  Dublin 
Museum  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  already 
promised  a  colleague  of  the  hon.  Member  t 
to  answer  this  Question  a  few  days 
hence. 

Scottish  Education  Vote- 

Mr  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  dissatisfaction  through- 
out Scotland  with  the  Minute  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Depaitment,  dated 
28th  May,  1903,  providing  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  general  aid  grant,  and  to 
the  fact  that  this  Minute  will  become 
operative  on  28th  ^une ;  and  whether, 
in  these  circumstances,  he  can  see  his' 
way  to  grant  facilities  this  week  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Motion  upon  the  Paper 
for  disapproval  of  the  Minute  t 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
request  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  is 
alittleunreasonable.  TheMinutetc  which 
he  refers  was,  I  understand,  explained  at 
very  great  length  the  other  night,  and 
discussed  on  the  Education  Vote  by  many 
hon.  Gentlemen,  including  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  himself.  It  does,  there- 
fore, seem  rather  unreasonable  to  ask  for 
a  further  opportunity  of  debating  it. 


t  See  page  38. 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Seeing  that  the  debate  was  not  con- 
cluded, cannot  some  opportunity  be 
afforded  of  further  debating  the  Educa- 
tion Vote  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  wish 
to  dispute  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  question  of  the  relative  amount 
of  time  that  should  be  given  to  the 
various  Scotch  Votes,  but  I  do  think 
eight  hours  is  quite  enough  for  a  discus- 
sion on  this  subject ;  and  that  Scottish 
Members  would  desire  to  debate  other 
tnatters. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  Is  the  right 
hoD.  Grentleman  aware  that  although  the 
Committee  was  readj  to  take  a  Vote  on 
the  question  the  Lord  Advocate  himself 
talkeid  it  out  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  was  not  in 
the  House  at  the  time,  but  I  understood 
that  the  Committee  had  gone  a  way  fr«m 
this  Minute  in  order  to  discuss  another 
topic. 


WORKMEN'S  TRAINS. 
The  Select  Committee  on  workmen's 
trains  was  nominated  of — Mr.  Bigwood, 
Mr.  Bonar  Law,  Colonel  Bowles,  Mr. 
Harris,  Mr.  Levy,  Colonel  Lockwood, 
Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Captain 
Norton,  Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley, 
Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr. 
Ure,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wrightson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  five  be  the  qucnrum. — 

(iS^  Alexander  Acland-Hood.) 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHKR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  1,  line  28,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
"twenty,"  and  insert  the  words  "twenty- 
five."— (iMir.  John  Redmond.) 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fouhth  Series.] 


Question    pioposed,  "That  the   word 
•  twenty '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WILLLAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
he  desired  to  continue  the  discussion  in 
no  unfriendly  spirit,  for  he  had  no  desire 
to  add  any  additional  element  of  diffi- 
culty to  an  already  difficult  situation — 
a  situation  sufficiently  difficult  for  men  of 
all  parties  to  deal  with.  In  discussing 
this  question  hon.  Members  should 
remember  that  they  were  now  settling  or 
unsettling  the  fate  of  the  Irish  landlords 
for  many  generations  to  come.  Whatever 
might  be  the  merits  of  the  zone  system, 
the  zone  system  in  respect  of  the  first- 
term  tenants  was  not  being  framed  upon 
the  same  scale  as  the  zone  system  which 
had  been  framed  in  reference  to  the 
second-term  tenants.  The  Gk>vemment 
were  making  a  hostile  discrimination 
against  a  class  of  tenants,  who  were 
250,000  strong,  and  who  for  many  years 
— most  of  them — never  received  any 
benefit  whatever  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1881.  If  the  land  compromise  of  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  spoke  with  so  much 
enthusiasm  when  it  suited  their  purpose, 
and  which  when  it  did  not  suit  their 
purpose  they  ignored — was  to  be  judged 
at  all,  it  ought  to  be  judged  in  its 
entirety.  According  to  the  compromise 
come  to  at  the  Conference,  the  average 
bargain  for  second-term  tenants  wowd 
have  been  a  reduction  of  20  per 
cent.,  and  the  fair  equivalent  of  that,  at 
all  events,  according  to  the  view  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Irish  Party  at  the 
Conference,  was  a  reduction  of  at  least 
40  per  cent,  for  firat-term  tenants.  They 
did  not  attempt  to  define  exactly  what 
the  fair  equivalent  should  be.  There 
were  only  two  ways  of  ascertaining  it : 
either  the  whole  of  the  250,000  should 
be  allowed  to  go  into  Court  individually 
— a  course  which  no  one  would  dream  of 
proposing — or  the  second-term  rents 
should  be  fixed  automatically  as  the 
judicial  rents  were  reduced  under  the 
Act  of  1887.  The  Government  adhered 
to  the  average  reduction  of  20  per  cent, 
in  regard  to  second-term  rents,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  carrying  out  the 
Conference  scale,  and  it  was  unfair  not  to 
advance,  at  all  events,  as  far  as  40  per 
cent,  in  the  case  of  first-term  tenants. 
In  common  justice  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  bound  to  level  up  in  this 
matter.    If  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 


O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


403 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Land  BUI. 


404 


and  learned  friend  erred  at  all  it  erred 
on  the  side  of  moderation.  All  through 
the  proceedings  there  had  been  a  desire 
to  arrive  at  a  fair  compromise,  and  he 
submitted  to  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
that  in  resisting  this  claim  he  was  really 
in  contradiction  not  only  with  the  Land 
Conference,  but  with  himself,  because  if 
they  were  to  admit  that  the  scale  for 
the  second-term  tenants  was  a  fair  one, 
then  it  would  follow  that  the  scale  for 
the  first-term  tenants  was  unfair,  and, 
what  was  more,  the  unfairness  was 
practised  against  a  category  of  tenantry 
who  were  at  least  three  times  as 
numerous  as  the  others  and  who  had 
never  until  very  lately  received  any 
relief  at  all  under  the  Land  Act  of  188L 
He  was  convinced  that  already  every 
sensible  landlord  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  make  sensible  and  moderate  terms, 
irrespective  of  this  impossible  average  of 
twenty-five  years  purchase.  He  would 
be  only  too  happy  to  come  to  business. 
'  he  acceptance-  of  the  Amendment, 
therefore,  would  hurt  nobody.  On  the 
other  hand  an  obstinate  resistance 
counted  for  a  great  deal  in  helping  to 
create  that  feeling  of  distrust  which  it 
was  desirable  to  avoid  if  the  Bill  was  to 
work  smoothly. 

With  regard  to  the  new  bogey — the 
incumbrancers  and  mortgagees — which 
had  been  introduced,  he  thought  it  was 
pretty  plain  that  the  wrongs  of  the 
mortgagees  were  the  invention  of  those 
subtle  gentlemen  the  Irish  lawyers. 
It  was  really  hard  enough  to  bring  about 
an  agreement  between  tenants  and  land- 
lords, but  now  the  tenants  were  faced 
with  a  new  army  of  enemies  and  were 
being  called  upon  to  secure  not  only  the 
landk>rd's  rents  but  his  debts.  The 
tenants  of  Ireland  had  already  suffered 
sufficiently  in  the  shape  of  extortionate 
rents  without  being  called  upon  not 
only  to  satisfy  the  landlords  as  to  the 
landlord's  interest,  but  to  secure  the 
landlord's  creditors  against  any  pos- 
sible dishonesty  on  the  landlord's  own 
part.  It  was  an  intolerable  burden 
to  place  on  the  tenants'  shoulders,  and 
all  ne  could  say  was  that  if  there  was 
any  danger  as  to  incumbrances,  the  land- 
lord might  be  allowed  to  repurchase  his 
own  domain,  which  would  be  ample 
security  for  the  creditors.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  prove 

Mr.  miliam  O'Brien, 


adamantine  on  this  point.  Let  him  give 
up  his  legal  fiction  as  to  the  dangers  to 
incumbrancers  and  give  the  tenant  the 
very  slight  modicum  of  additional  relief 
proposed  by  the  Amendment.  On  those 
benches,  at  any  rate,  they  had  shown  that 
they  were  not  disposed  to  unnecessarily 
increase  the  difficulties  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  return  would 
meet  them  in  that  matter. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  that 
his  simple  reason  for  rising  was  to  re- 
cognise the  spirit  of  the  opening  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  who  used 
words  which  were  gratifying  to  him — 
though  by  no  means  unexpected — that 
they  ought,  all  of  them,  to  try,  if  they 
could,  to  arrive  at  a  common  ground  of 
agreement  upon  the  issue  raised  by  this 
Bill.  But  if  the  hon.  Member  would  bear 
with  him,  as  this  was  a  matter  of  major 
importance,  he  would  ask  what  would  be 
the  efiect  of  the  Amendment  if  it  were 
carried?  It  would  not  prevent  certain 
bargains  being  made.  On  the  contrary  the 
bargains  would  be  made  under  the  new 
clause  which  he  had  already  put  upon  the 
Paper,  and  the  only  effect,  in  practice, 
would  be  not  to  prohibit  these  bargains 
but  to  deny  to  any  tenant  who  wished  to 
enter  into  such  a  bargain  the  advantages 
of  doing  so  in  the  most  expeditious  and 
cheapest  way.  The  hon.  Member  went 
on  to  say  that  the  general  trend  of  the 
discussion  had  been  towards  giving, 
where  that  might  be  necessary,  a  greater 
latitude  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  scale. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  accepted  nobody  would  be 
hurt;  but  he  maintained  that  it  might 
hurt  a  limited  class  of  persons — viz.,  the 
large  farmers  who  had  enjoyed  compara- 
tively low  rents,  perhaps  agreed  upon 
between  them  and  the  liuidlords  as  £[rst- 
term  rents,  and  who  might  desire  to  buy 
and  to  pay  a  fair  price,  but  which  would 
represent  a  higher  annual  instalment 
than  25  per  cent.  He  could  not  prevent 
them  making  such  a  bargain,  and  why 
should  he  say  that  they  should  not  take 
advantage  of  the  simplest  and  cheapest 
method  of  procedure  t  His  opinion  was 
that  that  would  be  a  mistake ;  and  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  make  the  pro- 
cedure cumbrous  and  expensive.  Why 
not  allow  them  to  work  up  to  the  limit 
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allowed  them  and  make  their  bargains  in 
the  cheapest  and  most  expeditious 
manner  t  That  was  his  reason  for  ad- 
hering to  the  attitude  he  had  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  he  was  sorry  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  make  an  advance 
on  the  point  under  discussion.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  situation  was  to  some 
«xtent  changed  by  the  new  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which 
appeared  on  the  Paper,  but  hon.  Members 
would  understand  that  that  did  not  alter 
their  opinion  that  this  Amendment  ought 
to  be  accepted.  He  did  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  anjrthing  was  to  be  gained  by 
longer  discussion,  as  most  Members  were 
anxious  to  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  new  clause,  which  really  dealt  with 
what  was  the  crux  of  the  situation. 

*Mb.  butcher  (York)  said  he 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken  that  the  situation 
had  been  altered  by  the  new  Amend- 
ment put  down  on  the  Paper  to-day 
by  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  eflfect  of 
which  would  be  to  meet  the  objection 
that  they  must  do  something  to  allow 
people,  in  proper  cases,  to  go  outside  the 
strict  limit  of  the  zone  imposed.  In  the 
absence  of  such  an  Amendment  it  might 
conceivably  have  been  proper  to  accept 
a  25  per  cent,  instead  of  a  20  per  cent, 
reduction.  He  did  not  think  that  that 
view  could  properly  be  urged  now  in  view 
of  the  new  Amendment  proposed.  The 
only  effect  of  accepting  the  Amendment 
of  Mr.  Redmond's  would  be  that  a  bargain 
on  the  footing  of  a  20  per  cent,  reduction 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  delay 
and  expense,  whereas  if  the  Amendment 
were  rejected  the  bargain  of  the  20  per 
cent,  reduetion  would  be  carried  through 
without  reference  to  the  Land  Commission. 
Might  he  remind  the  Committee  that  in 
a  very  considerable  number  of  cases  first- 
term  rents  were  as  low  as  they  would  be 
if  they  were  second-term  rents  determined 
in  the  Courts. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K):  A  gre^t 
many  are  the  other  way. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER,  continuing,  said  that 
with  the  exception  of  flax  and  wool  there 
had  been  a  rise  in  the  price  of  all 
produce  in  Ireland  since  the  year  1887, 


and  therefore,  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  occasion  for  reducing 
first-term  rents.  But  there  were  other 
cases  of  first  term  rents,  the  class  of  cases 
where,  by  agreement  between  the  land- 
lord and  tenant,  the  rents  were  so  fair 
and  reasonable  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  going  into  the  Courts  again.  If  he 
were  right  so  far  he  thought  he  had 
established  the  view  that  there  were  a 
great  number  of  first-term  rente  which 
were  as  low  as  second-term  rents. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  on  the  Irish 
benches : — No. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  some  first-term  rents  which 
ought  to  be  reduced,  but  that  would  be 
done  within  the  scope  of  the  limits 
between  20  per  cent,  and  40  per  cent. 
There  was  ample  scope  within  the  limits 
laid  down  by  the  Bill  for  the  landlord 
and  tenant  to  bargain  together  and  fix 
upon  a  price  and  to  allow  the  sale  to  go 
through  at  once.  But  in  view  of  the 
new  situatipn  created  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  putting  down  his  Amendment, 
there  was  really  no  need  to  press  the 
present  Amendment,  for  if  it  were 
carried  it  would  operate  to  the  prejudice 
of  both  landlord  and  tenant. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  quite  under- 
stood that  on  many  of  these  questions 
hon.  Members  holding  strong  views 
desired  to  go  into  the  mvision  lobby  to 
emphasise  their  views;  but  if  they 
were  to  divide  on  every  question  they 
would  extend  the  discussion  on  the  Bill 
to  the  end  of  the  session.  They  should 
go  on  to  the  more  important  topic  which 
everybody  wished  to  discuss,  and  this 
question  could  be  decided  by  a  simple 
"Aye "or  "no." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  what  he  regarded 
as  a  very  considerable  concession  in  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  he  had  had  no 
desire  to  prolong  the  proceedings.  Of 
course  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
understand  that  it  was  rather  difficult 
for  some  of  his  friends  to  abstain  from 
going  into  the  lobby,  but  in  view  of  the 
la/it  that  their  views  had  been  em- 
phasised in  the  discussion  and  by  the 
division  on  the  previous  Amendment^  and 
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that  it  would  be  somewhat  churlish  to 
refuse  the  right  hon  Gentleman's  request, 
he  was  agreeable  to  accepting  a  decision 
of  the  question  on  the  Toices. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

♦  Mr.  duke  (Plymouth)  said  that  if 
it  was  the  will  of  the  Committee  that  he 
should  not  move  his  Amendment,  but 
should  await  the  Amendment  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,'  he  would  gladly  fall 
in  with  that  arrangement.  [Cries  of 
"Hear,  hear."]  He  gathered  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Committee  to  proceed  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  the  consideration 
of  his  right  hon.  friend's  Amendment. 
Under  those  circumstances  he  would  not 
move. 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  said  it  might  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Committee  if  he 
defined  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
on  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  Amend- 
ment, unless  it  were  understood  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
York  would  also  not  move  his  Amendment. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  take  on  itself  responsibility  in  the 
matter,  and  to  give  guidance  and  advice 
to  the  Committee  re^uxling  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  would  be  permitted 
to  move  his  Amendment  at  once.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Mb.  butcher  said  as  it  was 
the  obvious  wish  of  the  Committee  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  should  move  his 
Amendment  he  would  gladly  assent 
to  that  arrangement. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  formally  moved  to 
omit  in  Clause 
inclusive. 


1,  page  2,  lines  1  to  7 


Amendment  proposed, — 

"  In  page  2,   to  leave  out  lines   1  to  7 
inclusive. "—(Afr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  put,  "  That  lines  1  to  7  inclu- 
sive be  there  omitted,"  and  agreed  to. 


♦  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said  that  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
East  Down  would  not  move  the  next 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name,  but  he 
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reserved  his  right  to  deal  with  the  matter 
on  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  very  fact 
that  the  hon.  Members  for  Plymouth  and 
York  had  waived  their  rights  increased 
his  obligation  to  explain  very  fully  the 
attitude   of    the    Government.     But  it 
must  not  be  said  that  the  Government 
were  making  concessions  in  order  to  meet 
the  combined  wishes  of  the  Irish  landlords 
and  tenants  to  the  prejudice  of  the  general 
taxpayer.     That  object  did  not  come  in. 
What  was  th<s  attitude  of  the  Government  t 
They  had  taken  the  unusual  course  of  put- 
ting the  Land  Bill  down  for  an  afternoon 
sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  week  because 
it  was  their  desire  to  make  progress,  and 
they  felt  that  there  was  the  greatest  dan- 
ger in  delay.    It  was  self-evident  that  a 
Bill  of  this  magnitude  created  a  great 
number  of  questions  of  importance  and  a 
still  larger  number  of  questions  of  interest, 
upon  any  one  of  which  most  of  those 
knowing  anything  of  Irish  affairs  would 
wish  to  record  their  ^dews.    The  work 
could  not  be  carried  on   satisfactorily, 
however,  unless  they  concentrated  their 
attention  on    the    main    questions    and 
avoided  discussing  matters  of  minor  im- 
portance.    The  Ainendments  of  his  hon. 
friends    showed    that  Members  of  that 
House  who  had  constituted  themselves, 
more  or  less,  the  representatives  of  the 
landlords    were    agieed,    either  on  the 
merits  of  the  principle,  or  else,  if  they 
had  some  doubts  as  to  the  advantages 
that    would    accrue    by    accepting    flie 
principle  underlying    the  Amendments, 
that  they  should  make  some  advances 
towards  the  position  occupied    by   the 
representatives    of    the    tenants.     That 
was     a     very    weighty    matter    which 
the      Government     had     properly     to 
consider.      There    might    be    landlords 
who  doubted  whether  the  Amendments 
would  prove  to  be  of  any  intrinsic  value 
either  to  themselves  or  to  the  tenants, 
but  who  were  willing  to  accept  them  in 
order  to  bring  everyone  into  line.     That 
fact  was  of  great  importance  in  determin- 
ing the  attitude  of  the  Government.     If 
the  representatives  of  the  landlords  came 
forward  to  arrive  at  some  basis  of  agree- 
ment! in  respect,  of  the  first  clause,  was 
the  Government,  when  the  interests  of 
the  general  taxpayer  were  not  concerned, 
to  be  the  one  party  to  decline  to  put  its 
pride  in  its  pocket  and  obstinately  adhere 
to  their  own  view  that  a  great  value  was. 
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Attached  to  the  expeditious  and  cheap 
Automatic  procesa.  The  Groverament 
considered  that  to  be  a  benefit  to  both 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  it  had  proved 
to  be  so  in  the  past.  But  if  the  two 
parties,  who  he  lutd  to  allow  had  much 
better  opportunities  of  knowing  their 
own  interests,  thought  that  in  some  cases 
the  additional  delay  was  a  greater  fault, 
their  opinions  were  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. On  the  merit  of  the  case  there 
might  be  two  opinions,  but  if  the  land- 
lords and  tenants  were  agreed  that  some 
such  Amendment  should  be  accepted,  and 
no  wrong  was  done  to  the  taxpayers, 

Kneral  omnions  became  perfectly  irre- 
rant.  Therefore  in  accepting  the 
principle  underlying  the  two  Amendments 
ne  intended  to  accept  it  in  no  grudging 
manner. 

The  Government  provided  by  loans 
for  security  to  the  taxpayer,  and 
they  also  provided  protection  for  the 
interests  in  Irish  land  of  all  persons  other 
than  the  landlords.  They  were  bound 
in  some  way  or  another  to  give  those 
two  protection.  Hotl  Members  naturally 
approached  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of 
advocates,  and  were  not  concerned  with 
the  interests  of  the  other  parties.  The 
duty  of  protecting  those  interests  rested 
on  the  Government,  and  he  maintained  that 
the  admitted  difficulty  of  passing  such  a 
measure  was  increased  by  the  duty  of 
the  Gk>vemment  to  safeguard  them.  As 
he  had  accepted  this  great  change  he 
hoped  that  hon.  Members  would  do  him 
the  credit  of  believing  that  all  through 
he  had  recognised  the  burden  of  respon- 
sibility that  rested  on  the  Government 
because  this  was  a  revolutionary  measure 
which  not  only  enabled  but  induced 
persons  to  sell  a  great  deal  of  property 
which  did  not  belong  to  them.  No  one 
knew  exactly  the  capital  value  of  the 
other  interests  in  Irish  land,  but  it  was 
a  commonplace  to  say  that  at  least  two- 
thirds  or  three-quarters  of  the  estates  in 
Ireland  were  either  settled  or  heavily 
mortgaged;  and  taking  the  value  of  those 
mortgages  and  the  prospective  value  of 
the  settlement,  it  would  not  be  surprising 
to  learn  that  out  of  the  £100,000,000 
with  which  they  were  dealing,  the  capital 
value  of  the  property  which  belongs  to 
other  people  was  greater  than  the  capital 
valne  of  the  owners.  Could  any 
Badical  or  Socialistic  Government  sell 
X60,000,000  or  £60,000,000    of    other 


people's  property  withoutgivingprotection 
in  the  nght  of  being  heard  and  having 
full  justice  done  to  everybody.  The 
(Government  therefore  had  to  protect 
these  interests  in  the  Bill  and  to  con- 
stitute themselves  the  guardians  and 
trustees  of  posterity.  They  said  that 
looking  at  the  prospect  of  agriculture  in 
Ireland  and  the  effect  of  past  legislation 
upon  that  agricultural  prospect,  ample 
I^tection  was  afforded  if  none  of  this 
property  passed  for  less  than  twenty-one 
years  purchase  in  the  case  of  second-term 
rents.  They  were  bound  to  adhere  to 
the  bargain  in  certain  cases  between  the 
landlord  and  tenant  upon  terms  suitable 
to  both,  but  some  alternative  method  to 

{rotect  other  parties  had  to  be  devised, 
t  was  clear  that  those  interests  must  be 
in  no  degree  prejudiced  by  the  passing 
of  this  Bul,  and  they  must  not  be  bereft 
of  any  protection  they  now  enjoyed. 
It  was  equally  clear  to  him  that  if  they 
substituted  some  form  of  protection 
other  than  the  automatic  protection  of 
the  cone  they  could  not  avoid  greater 
cost  and  greater  delay  ;  for  greater  cost 
and  greater  delay  were  inherent  in  any 
method  of  protection  other  than  an 
automatic  method  Even  under  the 
automatic  process  it  would  be  possible 
for  a  great  English  corporate  body, 
knowing  nothing  of  Irish  affairs  except 
that  they  had  £1,000,000  invested  in 
Irish  kinds,  to  obtain  the  services  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  land  to  see  whether 
the  bargains  which  were  being  concluded 
sufficiently  protected  their  interests. 
But  BO  long  as  the  bargain  was  a  statu- 
tory bargain,  and,  on  the  whole,  was 
fair,  they  would  lose  their  case,  and 
nobody  dse  would  attempt  a  like  pro- 
cedure. If  they  opened  the  door  to 
bargains  of  any  character,  there  must 
be  proper  protection ;  and  the  last  thing 
he  desired  to  do  was  to  penalise  persons 
who  chose  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
Act.  But  certain  penalties  must  in- 
evitably attach  to  persons  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  procedure  under  this 
Amendment.  It  would  take  them  longer 
to  get  their  business  through,  and  it 
would  cost  them  more  to  get  their  busi- 
ness through  ;  and  he  believed  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  landlords  and  tenants 
would  find  it  to  their  mutual  advantage 
to  adopt  the  short  and  cheap  automatic 
process. 
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He  thought  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  studied  the  Amendments 
on  the  Paper  would  admit  that  the 
phraseology  upon  which  he  had  hit,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  legal  advisers,  was  so 
simple  that  all  persons  concerned  could 
at  a  glance  understand  what  would 
happen  if  they  adopted  this  alternative 
course.  They  would  understand  that 
all  persons  interested  were  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard.  Of  course, 
"opportunity  "  meant  due  warning  and 
notice,  and  so  forth;  but  he  held  that 
the  first  clause  was  not  the  proper 
clause  in  which  to  indicate  the  extent 
of  such  warning.  If  need  be.  Clause 
21  could  be  amended ;  or  it  might  turn 
out  to  be  preferable  to  deal  with  this 
matter  in  the  rules  which  must  in  any 
case  be  drawn  up  if  this  Act  was  to 
be  operative.  But  there  was  another 
difficulty.  They  would  have  to  have 
another  form  of  procedure.  In  his 
opinion  they  would- have  to  make  some 
alteration  in  this  case  in  the  allocation 
of  the  bonus.  As  the  Bill  was  drafted, 
if  a  landlord  agreed  with  his  tenantry 
inside  the  zone  it  was  assumed  that 
other  interests  had  been  adequately 
safeguarded  and  posterity  was  not 
injured ;  and,  according  to  the  Bill 
and  the  Grovernment's  intention,  the 
landlord  became  possessed  of  the  bonus 
without  any  trouble  in  the  matter. 
Where  the  landlord  and  tenant  decided 
to  take  advantage  of  the  alternative 
course,  he  thought  that  procedure  could 
not  be  properly  followed,  and  the  bonus 
must  be  put  in  the  pool  of  the  purchase 
money.  Of  course  the  landlord  would 
receive  it  in  the  long  run  if  all  the 
claims  were  satisfied,  but  he  could  not 
have  it  immediately.  The  proposals  in 
the  Bill  were  of  a  very  revolutionary 
character,  because,  with  the  protection 
of  the  zone,  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that  there  was  sufficient  protection  for 
other  interests,  and  therefore  that  the 
vendor  could  have  the  bonus.  That 
was  a  great  inducement,  perhaps  an 
undue  inducement.  It  was,  perhaps, 
an  incentive  to  the  landlord  to  be  done 
with  the  matter  on  almost  any  terms 
and  to  take  the  bonus,  but  he  adopted 
that  course  because  he  was  anxious  that 
purchase  should  proceed  expeditiously  in 
Ireland.  He  could  not  adopt  that  course 
where  a  certain  number  of  bargains 
Mr.  JVyndhavi. 


were  made  outside  the  zone,  but  the 
landlord  would  not  be  worse  off  than  he 
was  under  the  existing  law.  In  these 
cases  he  thought  the  bonus  must  go  into 
the  purchase  money. 

He  saw  no  grave  difficulty  in  retain- 
ing the  expeditious  method  where  such 
bargains  did  not  involve  any  great 
amount  of  purchase  money.  Supposing 
a  landlord  agreed  with  the  great  bulk 
of  his  tenants  inside  the  zone,  and 
made  bargains  with  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  persons  outside  the  zone,  the 
best  course  would  be  to  pay  the  cash 
difference  up  to  the  zone  limitation, 
and  then  the  whole  matter  could  go 
through  in  a  day,  as  it  would  do  imder 
the  automatic  process.  In  cases  where  a 
landlord  sold  the  whole  of  his  property 
outside  the  zone,  would  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber from  Ireland  contend  that  the  land- 
lord should  take  the  bonus  and  leave  the 
other  parties  interested  to  struggle  for 
the  purchase  money.  It  could  not  be 
sustained.  It  could  not  be  permitted 
for  a  moment,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  put  any  penalty  on  the  alternative 
course  which  hon.  Members  had  suggested. 
They  would  minimise  dday  ana  seek 
to  make  the  procedure  as  cheap  as  they 
could,  but  it  would  take  a  little  longer 
and  cost  a  little  more.  In  cases  where 
it  was  largely  employed,  and  the  landlord 
was  not  prepared  to  waive  a  very  small 
percentage  of  his  bonus  for  a  short  tin  e 
only,  probably  two  or  three  months,  the 
bonus  ought  to  go  into  the  whole  pur- 
chase money  of  the  estate.  This  was  a 
matter  of  so  important  a  nature  and  so 
complicated  that  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  not  to  proceed  at  greater  length 
now,  but  to  hear  what  hon.  Members 
had  to  say.  If  they  saw  any  difficulty 
with  the  procedure,  perhaps  before 
opposing  it  they  would  ask  for  further 
elucidation,  in  order  to  gauge  whether 
one  system  would  be  unduly  handicapped 
as  aeainst  the  other.  In  his  opinion  it 
would  not  be.  The  Government  had 
gone  a  long  way  to  meet  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  view  held  in  common  by 
the  representatives  of  landlords  and  of 
tenants  in  Ireland.  They  were  prepared 
to  sanction  this  revised  concordat  between 
the  parties  mainly  interested.  They 
hailed  it  as  a  new  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  all  classes  throughout  Ireland 
desired  a  settlement  of  the  land  question. 
The  danger  of  united  Ireland  resolving 
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lienelf  into  constituent  atoms  had,  he 
hoped,  been  avoided.  There  was  one 
other  danger — that  of  delaj;  he  hoped 
that  abo  would  be  avoided.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pa(^  2,  line  15,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
'shall  Dot  sanction  the  advance,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  maj,  snbject  to  the  limitations  in 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  sanction  the  advance 
if  they  are  satisfied  with  the  security,  and  if, 
after  giving  all  persona  interested  in  toe  estate 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  they  eonsider 
the  agreed  price  to  oe  eqaitaUe,  having 
regard  to  the  inteneta  of  atisnch  persons  as 
•ftm«ud."'— (ifr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  there 
were  two  preliminary  observations  he 
desired  to  make.  The  first  was  as  to  a 
probable  oversight.  He  thought  it  would 
be  necessary  to  insert  the  words  "as 
amended  by  this  Act "  after  the  words 
"  Land  Purchase  Act,"  in  order  to  secure 
the  increased  limit  of  the  amount  of  the 
advance  agreed  to  the  other  night.  The 
other  was  that  he  found  it  difficult  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  at  present  on  the 
somewhat  complicated  machinery  with 
reference  to  the  bonus,  as  sketched  by 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  That  matter 
would  have  to  come  up  as  a  definite 
Amendment  on  Clause  14,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  not  take  him 
as  agreeing  on  behalf  of  his  hon. 
friends  to  the  exact  proposal  he  had 
made  on  this  point.  Their  only  object 
in  the  matter  was  that  in  the  class  of 
cases  referred  to  the  incentive  to  sell 
should  not  be  taken  away  from  the  land- 
lord. The  fear  that  occurred  to  his 
mind  was  that  by  dealing  with  the 
bonus  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that  incentive  might  be  taken 
away.  He  was  aware  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  propose  to 
aboUsh  the  bonus,  but  amply  that  it 
should  be  "  hung  up "  pending  an 
investigation  of  the  claims  of  encum- 
brancers and  so  forth.  Even  that 
limitation  might  interfere  with  the  incen- 
tive to  sell.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
discuss  the  point  now ;  he  would  simply 
safeguard  himself  by  sajdng  that  when 
they  came  to  discuss  the  machinery  they 


would  amtroach  the  question  with  an  open 
mind.  Both  sides  had  the  same  object 
in  view,  and  he  hoped  they  would  he  al^ 
to  come  to  an  agreement  by  which  that 
object  would  be  achieved. 

Then  as  to  the  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  Under  the  cLause  as 
originally  drawn,  free  bargains  between 
landlord  and  tenant  were  absolutely  for- 
bidden, as  no  bargain  would  be 
sanctioned  unless  the  tenant  paid  a 
certain  minimum  price.  The  position 
of  the  Irish  Party  in  reference  to  that 
provision  was  that  it  was  monstrous, 
illogical,  and  oppressive;  consequently, 
they  did  all  they  could,  by  speech,  and 
by  vote,  to  get  the  provision  taken 
from  the  Bill.  When,  on  the  matter 
being  discussed,  the  Chief  Secretary 
adopted  what  seemed  to  be  an  absolute 
wm  possumus  attitude,  he  took  a  very 
serious  view  of  the  situation.  He  honestly 
conceived  that  if  the  Government  had 
said  their  last  word  on  the  question  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  was  seriously  imperilled, 
and  he  did  not  shrink  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  plainly  saying  so  in  the  Commit- 
tee. At  the  same  time,  he  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  said  the  last  word  on  the  question, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  that  that  hope 
had  been  justified.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hiid  made  concessions  which 
fundamentally  altered  the  clause,  and 
largely  removed  the  objectious  which  the 
Nationalist  Party  entertained  to  it. 
Under  the  clause  as  it  would  now  stand 
a  number  of  tenants,  who  he  calculated 
at  about  half  the  tenantry  of  Ireland, 
would  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
the  zone,  the  only  tenants  to  whom  the 
zone  would  apply  being  the  judicial 
tenants,  and  its  relation  to  them  would 
be  fundamentally  altered  by  the  present 
Amendment.  The  judicial  tenants  would 
now  be  free  to  make  any  bargain  they 
liked  with  their  landlord.  If  the  bargain 
fell  within  the  zone,  the  purchase  would 
take  place  without  delay  or  inquiry ;  if  it 
fell  outside  the  zone,  the  bargain  would 
be  sanctioned  just  as  bargains  were 
sanctioned  under  the  existing  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts  —  after  due  inquiry  into 
the  security  for  the  loan  on  the  one  side, 
and  into  the  equities  of  the  case  on  tbe 
other.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  for 
reasons  which  could  be  appreciated,  had 
emphasised  the  question  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  equities  of  the  case,  but  the 
inquiry  would  be  no  more  severe,  full. 
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costly  or  prolonged  than  the  inquiry  in 
every  case  of  purchase  under  the  existing 
law.  He  and  his  friends  recognised  that 
in  cases  of  this  sort  there  must  be  inquiry 
into  the  equities  of  the  case  and  the 
security  for  the  loan ;  and  they  were  not 
at  all  frightened  by  the  provision.  He 
heartily  congratulated  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary on  the  concession  he  had  made,  and 
he  also  congratulated  Irish  Members  on 
both  sides  on  having  succeeded  by  argu- 
ment in  inducing  the  right  hon.  GenUe 
man  to  make  the  concession.  The  fact 
that  the  Amendment  had  been  pressed  by 
the  representatives  of  both  landlords  and 
tenants  was  a  most  important  considera- 
tion. The  idea  underlying  the  clause 
was  originally  suggested  by  Lord 
Dunraven;  it  had  been  supported  all 
through  by  the  "  Conference  landlords, 
and  he  was  exceedingly  glad  that  it  now 
had  the  support  of  all  sections  of  Irish 
landlords.  He  hoped  one  result  of  the 
agreement  would  be  that  in  the  remaining 
portions  of  the  Bill,  where,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  there  were  no  vital  points  upon 
which  differences  of  opinion  or  interest 
arose  between  landlords  and  tenants,  the 
same  united  front  would  be  observed  in 
pressing  necessary  Amendments  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  present  Amendment  would  enor- 
mously shorten  the  discussion  on  Clause 
1,  and  remove  any  danger  of  acrimonious 
discussion.  Of  course,  the  Amendment 
did  not  satisfy  in  full  the  demand  that 
had  been  made.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  met  their  protest  against  the 
existence  of  this  zone,  and  they  were 
now  perfectly  free  to  say  that  the 
Government  had  come  half  way  to  meet 
them,  and  although  the  proposed  settle- 
ment was  not  absolutely  satisfactory 
to  them,  it  certainly  went  a  considerable 
distance  to  meet  their  wishes.  By  making 
this  concession  he  believed  the  right  hon. 
Ctentleman  had  smoothed  the  passage  of 
this  Bill,  and  they  would  reserve  for  the 
later  clauses  a  full  discussion  of  the 
machinery  he  had  suggested. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
said  he  wished  to  join  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  in  congratulating  the  Chief 
Secretary  upon  ha\'ing,  in  a  statesman- 
like manner,  found  a  way  out  of  a  very 
serious  difficulty.  It  was  always  very 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  diverse  interests 
Mr.  John  Redmond. 


of  landlord  and  tenants,  and  while  on 
certain  points  it  might  be  anticipated 
that  there  would  be  acute  differences,  he 
thought  the  spirit  shown  by  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  would  enable  them  to 
feel  confident  that  when  those  points 
arose  he  would  recognise  the  views  of 
both  sides,  and,  looking  to  the  responsi- 
bilities which  rested  upon  him,  would  be 
able  to  find  an  equally  satisfactory  way 
out  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
said  be  did  not  wish  to  mar  the 
happy  family  arrangement  which  had 
been  come  to  by  suggesting  anything 
against  the  Amendment  put  before  the 
Chief  Secretary  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford.  That  sugges- 
tion, in  his  judgment,  would  be  a  fatal 
Amendment  in  many  cases,  because,  by 
inserting  the  words  "  as  amended  by 
this  Act,"  they  would  at  once  import 
into  the  Land  Purchase  Code  the  whole 
of  the  exclusions  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  had  imposed  in  the 
previous  portion  of  the  clause.  This 
Amendment  might  be  fairly  described 
as  Ashbourne  Acts  cum  bonus.  Under 
the  Ashbourne  Acts  they  might  sell  a 
house  or  other  property,  but  under  this 
Act  such  bar^ins  and  sales  would  be 
impossible.  He  thought  some  other 
means  must  be  taken  of  meeting  a  point 
which  naturally,  on  the  spiu*  of  the 
moment,  did  not  occur  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     In  adding  his  humble  oon- 

S-atulations  he  asked  the  right  hon. 
entleman  to  consider  whether  he  would 
be  wise  in  involving  the  Committee  in 
the  discussion  of  a  long  series  of  enact- 
ments to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
remainder  men  and  mortgagees  on  the 
question  of  bonus.  No  doubt  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  correctly  stated  the  view 
which  would  be  taken  of  the  trust  deeds 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  bonus,  but  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  his  Amendment 
would  fully  protect  all  those  people  by 
the  addition  of  a  very  few  words,  because 
what  would  happen  would  be  that  the 
mortgagees  and  remaindermen  would  not 
allow  a  sale  to  take  place  unless  they 
were  satisfied  and  got  their  share  of  the 
swag.  The  mortgagees  and  the  remainder 
men  would  at  once  say  to  the  tenant  for 
life,  "  We  won't  allow  you  to  sell  this  at 
all  unless  you  make  arrangements  with  us." 
He  suggested  the  addition  of  the  words 
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*'and  the  circumstances  of  the  case." 
Surely  one  of  the  circumstances  would 
be  a  case  whore  a  mortgagee  or  a  re- 
nudnder  man  might  say  if  he  got  £5,000 
he  would  agree  to  the  sale.  That  would 
then  be  a  matter  taking  place  in  the 
face  of  the  Court,  and  there  would  be  no 
mystery  about  it,  and  then  the  Court 
could  ratify  a  bargain  which  had  been 
oome  to  between  the  parties.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  anxious  that  they 
should  not  on  the  first  clause  get  into  a 
tedious  wrangle  upon  what  did  not  oon- 
oern  them.  This  was  re^y  a  matter 
between  the  landlords  and  the  owners 
<A  the  various  interests  in  the  estates. 
Let  them  settle  this  matter  by  some 
flmj^e  words  or  some  provision  as  to 
rulea,  but  he  hoped  they  would  not 
lengthen  this  interminable  Bill  by 
further  indirect  provisions  to  safeguard 
interests  which  he  thought  could  be 
adequately  provided  for  under  the  words 
suggested  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  In 
conclusion  he  wished  to  say  how  satis- 
factory it  was  to  him  to  have  noted  the 
spirit  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oork  had  received  the  un- 
doubted concession  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  he  expressed  the  hope 
chat  these  proceedings  in  their  future 
course  would  be  very  much  condensed 
and  shortened  by  the  very  statesmanlike 
«nd  admirable  course  taken  by  the  Chief 
Secretary. 

*  Mr.  duke  said  he  should  like  to 
join  in  the  congratulation  which  had 
been  expressed  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  the  course  he  had  taken.  He 
did  not  express  that  opinion  as  any- 
body's advocate,  for  he  was  not  required 
by  the  circumstauces  of  his  own  con- 
stituency to  be  the  advocate  of  any  party 
in  this  great  land  war  which  was  going  on. 
As  an  English  Member  he  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  congratulate  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  upon  the  course  he  had 
taken.  Some  few  days  ago  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  opposite  had  x- 
pressed  what  was  evidently  a  concluded 
opinion  that  this  Bill  could  not  work 
under  a  cast  iron  system  of  zones.  It 
was  in  that  state  of  the  case  that  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  matter  by  a 
Member  of  the  landlord  class  in  Ireland, 
and  he  was  assured  that  no  one  would 


dispute  that  upon  certain  holdings  there 
ought  in  some  exceptional  cases  to  be 
larger  reductions  than  the  zone  permitted. 
He  congratulated  the  Chief  Secretary 
upon  having  found  a  way  out  of  this  diffi- 
culty, and  upon  having  put  an  increased 
motive  power  behind  the  Bill  with  a 
view  to  the  permanent  settlement  of  the 
land  question.  As  to  the  disposal  of 
the  bonus  he  did  not  think  it  was 
essential  that  when  an  inquiry  had 
taken  place,  and  it  had  been  found  that 
the  interests  of  the  encumbrancers  and 
reversioners  were  safeguarded,  there 
should  be  a  second  inquiry  to  make  sure 
that  the  money  was  disposed  of  in  the 
right  direction.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  once  the  assent  of  the 
encumbrancers  and  reversioners  was 
obtained  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
difficulty. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  joined  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
in  the  great  gratification  felt  on  the 
Nationalist  Benches  at  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Chief  Secretary.  Although 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  not  seen  his  way 
to  do  all  that  they  asked  in  the  earlier 
discussion  of  the  Bill,  he  had  gone  a  great 
part  of  the  way  to  meet  them ;  and  it 
would  not  be  fair  or  reasonable  if  they 
did  not  recognise  the  spirit  he  had  shown 
in  making  that  concession,  and  let  him 
see  that  in  handling  the  Bill  in  such  a 
spirit  its  progress  would  be  a  great  deal 
more  rapid  than  otherwise.  He  accepted 
without  reserve  his  statement  that,  in 
making  this  concession,  he  made  it 
frankly  and  fully  and  without  any 
reservation.  He  had  specifically  suted 
that  he  had  no  de4i'e  to  penalise  in  any 
respect  the  bargains  made  outside  the 
zones.  In  pursuance  of  that  declaration 
he  would  ask  him  to  consider,  before  they 
came  to  Clause  21,  whether  there  was 
any  necessity  for  dealing  with  the  bonus 
in  a  different  way  as  regarded  cases 
where  sales  took  place  outside  the  zones 
and  those  which  took  place  in  the  zones. 
There  was  no  ground  whatever  for 
distinction.  In  the  case  within  the  zones 
it  must  be  a  heavily-encumbered  estate, 
and  there  would  be  no  inquiry  before 
the  sale  was  effeoted  from  the  encum- 
brancers. The  estate  could  be  sold  by  the 
landlord  or  those  entitled  to  act  for  him 
without  obtaining  any  leave  whatever. 
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ut  the  money  to  be  paid  would  be  tied 
p  in  Court  until  the  Tarious  claims  were 
Ascertained.  The  only  distinction  that 
Appeared  to  exist  was  as  to  the  protection 
^f  the  mortgagee  and  the  remainder  man. 
In  the  ease  of  a  sale  within  the  lones  it 
was  held  to  be  afforded  by  the  limit 
of  the  minimum  price,  and  in  the  case 
of  a  sale  without  the  zone  it  was 
supposed  to  be  afforded  by  the  legal 
inquiry.  They  were  both  protected  by 
different  processes.  He  only  mentioned 
these  considerations  now,  but  he  pre- 
sumed they  would  have  to  discuss  them 
more  in  detail  later  on.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  the  question — 
Could  anybody  maintain  that,  in  the 
case  of  a  gale  under  this  section,  without 
the  zone,  the  landlord  should  be  entitled 
to  walk  off  with  a  bonus  and  leave  the 
rest  to  be  disputed  over  by  others 
interested  in  the  estate)  That  was 
eractly  what  was  allowed  to  be  done  in 
the  case  of  the  large  class  of  tenants 
excluded  from  the  action  of  the  zone,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  congested  estates.  He 
begged  to  impress  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  if  any  alteration  of 
the' terms  on  which  the  bonus  would 
be  handed  to  the  landlord  was  of  such 
a  character  as  to  penalise  a  man  making 
a  bargain  outside  the  zone  as  compart 
with  inside  the  zone,  that  would  be  to 
take  off  with  one  hand  the  benefit 
which  this  clause  gave  with  the  other. 
The  last  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
draw  attention  was  the  inquiry  which 
was  to  take  place  as  to  the  minimum 
price  and  the  protection  of  all  charges 
on  the  estate.  He  understood  that  the 
inquiry  would  be  the  same  as  existed 
under  the  present  law.  He  gathered 
from  the  right  honi  Gentleman  that  it 
was  not  to  be  in  any  way  a  more 
oppressive,  extensive,  or  expensive 
inquiry,  or  one  calculated  to  create 
more  delay.     If  on  further  examination 


of  men  who,  like  himself,  had  a  atraag 
objection  to  the  clause.  He  was  sur» 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  receive 
the  recompense  which  ministers  who 
took  this  course  always  received  in  the 
spirit  of  reasonableness  shown  by 
opponents. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  ho 
spoke  as  an  Irishman  representing  an 
English  oonstituency,  and  as  one  who 
was  sincerely  desirous  to  see  the  Bill 
passed  into  law.  He  joined  in  con- 
gratulating the  Chief  Secretary  on  what 
he  had  done  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Irish  representatives.  He  was  tempted 
to  say,  in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist, 
"  Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity."  He  hoped  they  might  go  on 
in  the  same  spirit  in  the  ituther  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill.  He  listened  with 
great  satia&iction  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford, 
when  he  expressed  his  conviction,  in 
which  he  himself  might  be  permitted  to 
share,  that  now  that  the  difficulties 
connected  with  Clause  1  had  been  sur- 
mounted, there  was  really  nothing  in 
the  remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill  which 
need  cause  much  controversy  or  delay. 
For  himself  he  still  adhered  to  the  view 
he  originally  expressed,  that  the  general 
principle  of  Clause  1  as  to  zones  was 
sound  and  valuable  in  the  interest  of  land- 
lord and  tenant.  It  was  of  enormous  im- 
portance, to  his  mind,  that  landlord  and 
tenantshould  be  allowed  to  come  together 
within  reasonably  wide  limits,  and  that 
when  the  tenant  bought  his  holding  he 
should  be  put  at  once  in  possession  of 
it.  When  they  came  to  deal  with  the  case 
raised  by  the  Chief  Secretary's  Amend- 
ment, he  agreed  that  more  diflS^ 
culty  arose.  There  were  many  who 
thought  that  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  left  the  zones  as  they  stood,  but 


of  the  wording  of  the  Amendment  any    gpeaking  for  himself   he  could  not  help, 
verbal   Amendment  was   found    to   be    g^yj^g  ^^^^^  jh^^e  was  considerable  force 


necessary,  in  order  to  secure  that  the 
inquiry  should  only  be  such  as  took 
place  now  under  the  1896  Act,  then 
they  would  reserve  their  right  to 
move  that  Amendment.  Although  be 
had  considerable  objection  to  these 
cones  at  all,  he  acknowledged  that  the 
action  now  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  revolutionised  the  opinion 
Mr.  DUlon 


in  the  view  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
who  said  that  there  were  exceptional 
cases  which  ought  to  be  treated  outside 
the  zones,  and  that  provision  should  be 
made  in  the  Bill  for  dealing  with  them. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  found  a  wa^ 
of  doing  so.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  calamity  if  this  Bill,  which  wa» 
generous  to  Ireland  on  the  part  of  the 
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British  Parliament,  were  to  fall  through 
by  reason  of  any  want  of  fair  dealing  or 
spirit  of  conciliation  on  the  part  of  either 
landlords  or  tenants,  or  their  representa- 
tiTes.  He  believed  that  danger  had 
been  averted,  and  certainly  he  regarded 
the  Amendment  to  be  an  important  one 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  over  what  was 
a  pressing  difficuhy.  He  hoped  and 
believed  that  the  Amendment  brought 
forward  by  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
have  the  effect  desired,  and  that  it  would 
enable  this  Bill  to  pass  into  law,  and 
not  only  to  pass,  but,  what  was  to  his 
mind  most  important,  to  pass  with  the 
cordial  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  all 
sections  in  Ireland  who  were  interested 
in  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that 
country. 

♦Mb.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  joined 
in  the  congratulations  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  met  the  opposition  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friends  below  the  gangway.  He 
thought  the  BUI  had  been  considerably 
improved  by  the  Amendments  which 
were  now  put  forward  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  He  considered  these  Amend- 
ments had  been  properly  described 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Member  for  Louth  as  rolling  into 
<Hie  as  it  were  the  land  purchase 
system  under  the  Ashbourne  Act 
with  this  new  land  purchase  system 
governed  by  the  zones.  There  was 
nothing,  therefore,  if  parties  did  not 
choose  to  agree  to  bring  themselves 
within  the  zones,  to  interfere  with  their 
present  position.  They  were  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  if  this  Act  had  not 
been  passed.  That  was  of  considerable 
importance;  it  would  ensure  that  the 
taxpayer  would  not  suffer,  and  it  would 
facilitate  very  much  the  support  of 
those  English  and  Scotch  Members 
who  did  not  affect  to  understand 
thoroughly  the  complications  of  the  Irish 
land  system.  These  Amendments 
made  it  clear  that  the  State  would  be 
fully  indemnified  against  the  possibility 
of  any  loss,  or  any  default  on  the  part 
of  the  purchaser  under  this  Act,  but  he 
must  say  that  he  could  not  altogether 
agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  Louth  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  in  regard  to  farms  of  the 


value  of  j£3,000  or  £5,000  as  the  case 
might  be,  was  unnecessary. 

Mb.  T.   W.   RUSSELL  said  it   waa 
unnecessary  now.  , 

•Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  if  it  waa  un- 
necessary his  observations  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  only  observation  he 
wished  to  add  was  that  he  reserved 
idtogether  his  oiHnion  on  the  question 
of  the  bonus  until  he  saw  the  Amend- 
ment in  print  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
meant  to  propose.  He  thought  it  wou'd 
be  quite  premature  now  to  say  that  the 
bonus  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  different 
way  where  the  tenants  agreed  to  bring 
themselves  within  the  zone,  and  where 
they  came  within  the  new  amended 
clause. 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  h» 
joined  heartily  in  congratulating 
the  Chief  Secretary  on  the  proposal  h» 
had  now  made.  He  concurred  with 
those  who  thought  that  the  Bill  was  in 
great  danger,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  found  a  way  out.  Undoubtedly 
there  were  counties  in  Ulster — and  he 
spoke  for  the  province  of  Ulster — where 
a  majority  of  the  tenants  were  judicial 
tenants,  and  if  the  Bill  had  passed  as- 
introduced,  those  tenants  would  have 
been  remorselessly  confined  within  the- 
zones.  He  thought  that  would  have 
been  a  great  calamity,  and  he  was- 
exceedingly  glad  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
found  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  hon.  Members  had 
better  keep  their  heads.  This  question 
of  the  bonus  was  a  very  serious  one. 
The  Chief  Secretary  the  other  night  in 
consenting  to  introduce  a  clause  affecting 
the  non-judicial  tenants  stated  that  he 
would  take  care  that  thev  were  brought 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill— that  was  ia 
order  that  the  landlords  should  get  a 
bonus  and  yet  not  be  outside  of  the  old 
Ashbourne  Acts.  He  was  bound  to  say 
that  if  the  bonus  was  to  be  seriously  tied 
up  in  any  way — he  did  not  deny  that 
some  arrangement  would  have  to  be 
come  to — one  of  the  great  inducements- 
to  the  landlord  to  sell  would  be  taken 
away.  Therefore,  he  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  give  to  this  questioa 
the  serious  consideration  it  deserved. 
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Me.  WILLIAM    O'BRIEN   said    he 
wished  to  say  that  the  statesmanlike  and 
oonciliatory  disposition  exhibited  by  the 
right  hoD.  the  Chief  Secretary  had  gone 
a  great  way  to  remove  anv  irritation 
that  might  have  been  caused  among  the 
representatives  for  Ireland.     He  did  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  need  be  in  the  least  afraid  that 
they  were   going   to  lose   their    heads 
about   this  or  any  other  matter.    He 
must  say,  for  himself,   that  he  was  not 
altogether  satisfied   with   the  arrange- 
ment, which  would  still  leave  the  ulti- 
mate decision  as  to  the  purchase  price  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Estates  Commission, 
instead  of  being  settled  by  the  parties 
between  themselves.    But  the   Estates 
Commission    would   undoubtedly    start 
under   more   favourable   auspices   than 
perhaps  any   Government  Gammission 
had  started  before  in  Ireland.    Some  of 
them  were,  however,  bound  to  remember 
what  Gkivemment   by  Board  or  Com- 
misidon  had  been  in  Ireland  in  the  past. 
It  was  only  fair  to  state  that  it  would 
be  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  Estates 
Commission,   as  the  guardians  of    the 
British  Exchequer,  to  exercise  a  wise 
discretion  as  to  the  bargains  which  would 
save  the  tenants  much.    They  still  held 
that  it  would  have  been  wiser  for  the 
Oovemment  and  the  landlords  to  have 
left  the  bargaining  free  altogether ;  but 
they   were  all   deeply  sensiole — and  in 
this  he    was   sure  he  spoke  for  every 
Member    of    the    Irish    Party — of  the 
kindly  and  conciliatory  spirit  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  shown  in  the  enor- 
mous concession    which  he  had   made 
on  this  matter,  the  more  especially  as 
very  considerable  concessions  had  already 
been  made  in  excluding  a  vast  body  of 
tenants   from   the   zones,  and  also    in 
regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  perpetual 
rent-charge.      He  had    been  happy  to 
hear  the  hon.  Member  for  York  re-echo 
what  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  said 
that  evening,  that  once  this  clause  was 
disposed   of — as  he  hoped  it  would  be 
during  the  afternoon    sitting  —  there 
would   be   no   longer  any    question  of 
anything  like  vital  conflict  between  land- 
lords and  tenants   in   Ireland.     If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  only  acted— as  he 
was  sure  he  was  anxious  to  do — in  the 
same  generous  spirit   as   he  had   done 


to  the  judicial  tenants,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  evicted  tenants,  to  the 
tenants  in  the  congested  districts, 
and  to  the  Irish  agricultural  labourers, 
there  would  be  no  disposition  on  these 
benches  to  discourage  him  from  obtaining 
the  full  benefits  of  the  Act  for  all  parts  of 
Ireland. 


Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.)  said  he  wished  to  congratulate 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  had  introduced.  The 
spirit  and  the  actual  wording  of  that 
Amendment  appeared  to  him  to  be  very 
much  superior  to  the  ori^nal  Amendment 
submitted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ply- 
mouth ;  and  in  saying  so  he  did  not  for 
one  moment  wish  to  K>rget  that  he  was  a 
representative  of  an  En§^h  constituenqr. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  said  that  the 
English  constituencies  which  were  con- 
cerned in  this  matter  had  agreed  to 
accept  the  Bill  on  the  understanding  that 
it  would  work  property.  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
tend  to  make  the  Bill  work  properly ;  and 
therefore  every  British  representative 
should  agree  to  it.  The  desire  of  the 
landlords  of  Ireland,  all  through  the  dis- 
cussion, had  been  to  come  to  an  amicable 
arrangement  with  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  represented  the  tenants,  because 
they  felt  that  unless  the  Bill  worked  well 
and  satisfactorily,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  landlords  and  tentuits,  it  would  be 
unacceptable.  Undoubtedly  there  were 
some  landlords  in  Ireland  who  would  have 
preferred  to  have  the  zones  alone,  and 
to  have  every  agreement  come  within 
the  zones ;  but  he  might  say,  on  behalf 
of  all  the  landlords  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  that  they  cheerfully  accepted 
this  Amendment,  and  on  their  behalf  he 
heartily  supported  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 


Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  said  he 
wished  to  join  in  the  congratulations  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  on  the  course  he  had 
taken,  and  to  re-assure  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  that  they  would  not  lose 
their  heads  over  this  matter. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  LEAMY  (Kildare,  N.)  said  that 
the  question  to  which  the  Amendment 
he  wished  to  propose  referred  had  been 
touched  upon  the  other  day,  and  the 
right  hon.  the  Chief  Secretary  seemed 
to  think  that  he  could  not  advance  any 
further  than  he  had  already  gone.  But 
it  was  abundantly  clear  that  Members 
from  all  quarters  of  the  House  were  in 
favour  of  extending  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  to  the  large  farmers  of  Ireland.  His 
Amendment  was  of  a  very  modest 
character.  It  was  founded  on  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  National  Convention,  and 
applied  to  the  case  of  large  farms  which 
had  been  partly  used  for  tillage  purposes 
andpartly  for  grazing  or  dairying  purposes 
within  the  last  five  years,  in  tnese  cases 
the  limitations  should  be  extended,  and 
the  Estates  Commission  should  be  em- 
powered to  sanction  an  advance  for  the 
Eurchase  of  these  farms.  If  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  accepted  the  Amendment 
he  would  find  that  he  would  be  doing  no 
violence  whatever  to  the  promise  he  had 
made  to  the  British  taxpayer  when  he 
introduced  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  shown  that  of  the  80,000 
smaller  tenants  in  Ireland  who  had  already 
purchased  their  farms  there  had  hardlv 
i>e3n  a  single  defaulter;  and  surely  if 
that  were  the  case  in  regiftrd  to  the  poor 
tenants  in  some  of  the  most  wretched 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  that  they  had  paid 
their  money  readily  and  cheerfully,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  large  farmers, 
who  had  such  a  great  stake  in  the  country, 
would  not  become  defaulters.  Whenever 
the  Irish  tenant  farmer  got  fair  play  and 
was  honestly  dealt  with,  and  was  not 
forced  into  an  unfair  bargain,  he  did  Jiis 
level  best  to  carry  out  his  bargain.  The 
question  of  the  repudiation  of  these 
bargains  was  not  worth  taking  into  con- 
sideration. The  honour  of  Ireumd  would 
be  the  best  guarantee  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  bargains.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  would  accept  the 
Amendment 

Amendment  proposed — 

*  *  In  page  2,  line  21,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
'  (4)  Notwithstanding  any  provisions  to  th^ 
contrary  contained  in  the  Purchase  of  Land 
Amendment  Act,  1888,  an  advance  may  be 
sanctioned  under  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  exceeding  the  sam  of  three 
thousand  pounds  or  five  thousand  pounds, 
as  the  case  may  be,  to  one  purchaser  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Land  Commission,  it 
is  expedient  to  make  any  such  larger  advance 


for  the  purpose  of  carrying  oat  tbe  sale  of  a 
large  farm  which,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Land 
Commission,  has  been  for  five  years  before 
the  passing  of  this  Act  main^  used  for 
tillage  or  dairying  purposes.'  "-  -{Mr.  Leamy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  OAREW  (Meath,  S.)  said  that 
unless  the  advance  to  the  tenants  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  were  extended, 
a  number  of  tenants  who  could  purchase 
under  the  existing  Acts  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  this  Bill. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  £3,000  and  JES.OOO,  the 
amounts  allowed  under  the  law  at 
present,  would,  under  this  Bill,  be  con- 
siderably reduced.  He  took  the  case  of 
a  tenant  purchasing  under  the  existing 
Acts  and  compared  it  with  the  case  of  a 
tenant  purchasing  under  the  BiU.  H* 
took  eighteen  years  purchase  as  the 
average  purchase  price  of  firet-term 
rents  under  the  existing  Acts.  A  tenant 
purchasing  at  eighteen  years  secured  a 
reduction  of  28  per  cent,  of  his  rent. 
The  annuity  to  repay  £3,000  advance 
was  £120.  Consequently,  at  eighteen 
years  purchase  an  advance  of  £3,000 
would  reach  all  tenants  whose  rents 
were  £166  a  year  and  under.  Similarly, 
under  a  £5,000  advance,  the  annuity  to 
repay  it  would  reach  all  tenants  whose 
rents  were  £277  and  under.  Under 
the  Bill  he  took  20  per  cent,  as  the 
average  reduction  on  second-term  rents, 
and  30  per  cent,  on  first-term  ones. 
The  annuity  to  repay  £3,000  was 
£95  12s.  6d.  A  rent  on  which  this 
represented  a  20  per  cent,  reduction  was- 
£119,  and  30  per  cent.  £136  in  round 
figures.  Under  the  £5,000  advance  the 
annuity  to  repay  it  was  £169.  A  rent 
on  which  this  represented  a  20  per  cent, 
reduction  was  £199,  and  30  per  cent, 
reduction  £227.  It  consequently  followed 
on  the  basb  of  these  figures  that,  if  the 
limits  of  advance  remained  as  at  present, 
under  the  £3,000  advance,  all  first-term 
rents  between  £136  and  £166,  and  all 
second-term  ones  between  £119  and 
£150,  would  be  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  existing  Acts.  Under  the 
£5,000  advance,  first-term  rents  between 
£227  and  £277,  and  second-term  rents 
between  £199  and  £250,  would  be  ex- 
cluded.   It  was  only  necessary  to  state 
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such  an  anomaly  to  have  it  rectified. 
This  was  not  merely  a  tenant's  question, 
but  a  labourer's  one  as  well.  The 
.tenants  whom  it  was  the  intention  to 
(benefit,  were  the  largest  employers  of 
labour  in  their  respective  districts.  The 
least  service  the  State  could  do  to  the 
country  was  to  help  the  large  farmer, 
ior  by  so  doing  it  stayed  the  tide  of 
■emigration.  As  he  desired  to  see  the 
Bill  made  law,  he  would  only  express 
ithe  hope  that  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
see  his  way  to  increase  the  advances  so 
as  to  put  the  tenants,  if  not  in  a  better, 
4;ertainly  in  no  worse  position  than  under 
Ihe  existing  Acts. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.)  said  he 
lioped  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  would 
accept  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend. 
Otherwise,  every  judicial  rent  of  £200 
and  upwards  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
excluded.  He  based  his  calculation  on 
the  average  number  of  years  purchase,  as 
ihe  did  not  suppose  that  rents  of  this 
character  would  be  sold  at  the  minimum 
price,  nor  did  he  imagine  the  maximum 
price  would  he  paid,  and  he  calculated 
that  a  £200  second  occasion  rent  would 
be  the  extreme  limit  that  would  be 
covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as 
jt  stood.  It  was  notorious  that  many 
farmers  in  Leinster  and  Munster, 
whose  holdings  were  partly  agricul- 
tural and  partly  pastoral,  would  be 
excluded  if  the  right  hon.  Cen tie- 
man  adhered  to  the  present  limits. 
They  heard  a  great  deal  about  Irish 
emigration,  and  they  heard  a  great  deal 
irom  labour  representatives  about  the 
number  of  working  men  in  Ireland  who 
were  obliged  to  seek  work  in  England, 
with  the  result  that  they  reduced  the 
standard  rate  of  wages,  because  they  in- 
creased competition.  But  if  large  farmers 
in  Leinster  who  employed  a  considerable 
amount  of  labour,  and  also  the  dairy 
far.ners  in  the  Golden  Vale  were  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill,  how  could 
the  working  clxuaes  find  employment  in 
the  rural  districts.  The  benefits  of  the 
Bill  should  not  be  confined  solely  to  the 
-tenant  farmers  and  the  landlords.  One 
of  the  great  advantages  of  the  Bill  would 
be  that  it  would  enable  large  farmers  to 
give  an  increased  amount  of  employment. 
He  would  therefore  impress  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  absolute  necessity 

Mr.  Carevh 


of  accepting  the  Amendment.  The 
British  taxpayer  ran  no  risk.  The 
money  would  be  secure  whether  it  was 
advanced  to  a  large  fatmer  or  a  small 
farmer.  His  hon.  friend  had  rightly 
confined  his  Amendment  to  farms  which 
were  substantially  tillage  or  dairy  farms, 
and  had  not  asked  for  the  inclusion  of 
grass  farms.  Other  hon.  Gentlemen 
might  be  more  interested  than  his  hon. 
friend  or  himself  in  keeping  Ireland 
green  to  the  eye  at  any  rate,  and  would 
probably  move  Amendments  to  include 
grass  farms.  He,  however,  was  not 
particularly  interested  in  grass  farms ; 
and  the  Amendment  was  confined  to  a 
class  of  farmers  who  were  a  benefit  to 
the  country  in  which  they  lived. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)said 
he  did  not  find  any  fault  with  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  in  pressing  their 
views  on  the  Gtovemment.  The  Chief 
Secretary,  however,  stated  the  other  day 
that  he  intended  to  adhere  to  the  position 
he  had  taken  up  on  the  Second  Reading, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  now  increase  the  liabilities  of 
the  British  taxpayer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  that  the  Bill  was 
not  popular  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
because  hon.  Gentlemen  now  found  that 
they  were  not  getting  what  they  bargained 
for.  A  change  had  undoubtedly  taken 
place.  Hon.  Gentlemen  were  willing  to 
give  £12,000,000  because  they  hoped  and 
expected  that  the  Bill  would  be  a  per- 
manent settlement  of  the  land  question. 
Now,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  said  that 
it  would  not  be  a  final  settlement.  In 
those  circumstances  the  liability  of  the 
British  taxpayer  ought  not  to  be  increased, 
and  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
stand  firm. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he 
regretted  the  speech  of  his  hon. 
friend;  but  if  he  had  studied  the 
question  his  hon.  friend  would  see 
that  there  was  no  question  of  increasing 
the  liability  of  the  British  taxpayer, 
lie  had  a  right  to  say  that,  because  he 
also  represented  the  British  taxpayer, 
whose  interests  he  had  to  consider.  But 
he  would  entreat  his  hon.  friend  not  to 
intervene  before  he  had  looked  into  the 
matter.  He  would  not  repeat  the  argu- 
ments he  had  already  used  in  favour  of 
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the  limita  being  extended  All  he  would 
cay  was  that  he  believed  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  were  univerBallj  in  favour  of 
(he  principle  of  the  Amendment,  whUe 
not  committing  themselves  to  all  the 
details. 


Mb.  EDWARD  BARRY  (Cork  County, 
S.)  laid  he  rose  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment His  constituents  were  in  favour  of 
extending  the  limit  to  farms  which  were 
partly  tiUage  and  partly  dairy  farms. 
At  tiie  same  time  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  draw  the  line  at 
that,  because  the  large  dairy  farms  «n- 
ployed  no  labour  except  such  as  was 
required  in  the  shape  <h  dairymen. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  said  he  desired  to 
intervene  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  for 
the  sake  of  arriving  at  a  proper  definition 
«f  these  farms.  He  had  consulted  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  subject,  and  in  his 
judgment  some  extension  might  possibly 
be  made  to  secure  an  advance  in  such 
cases.  The  capital  amount  involved  was 
insignificant  when  dealing  with  a  pro- 
blematical loan  of  £100,000,000.  There- 
for* the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  himself  were  agreed  that  some  ex- 
tension was  desirable,  but  he  could  not 
agree  to  an  unUmited  extension  and  he 
thought  £7,000  would  amply  meet  the 
«a8&  The  only  other  observation  he 
had  to  make  was  that  he  did  not 
think  they  could  profitably  discuss  this 
matter  when  a  number  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  had  opinions  on  the  subject 
had  not  put  their  views  on  the  Paper  in 
the  form  of  Amendments.  As  the 
matter  of  limit  was  important,  he  would 
move  an  Amendment  to  make  it  £7,000, 
and  he  engaged  before  the  Committee 
'ended  to  put  down  a  definition  of  that 
to  which  they  intended  it  should  apply. 
He  moved  to  put  in  after  the  words 
■"  Purchase  Acts  "  the  word  "  not "  and 
after  the  words  "  sum  of  "to  omit  "three" 
and  insert  "seven,"  and  to  omit  in  the 
next  line  "  or  £5,000,  as  the  case  may 
be,"  then  they  could  omit  "larger" 
in  line  6,  so  that  the  clause  would  read  as 
follows — "  (4)  Notwithstanding  any  pro- 
visions to  the  contrary  contained  m  the 
Purchase  of  Land  Amendment  Act, 
1888,    an   advance  may  be  sanctioned 


under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
£7.000  to  one  purchaser  where,  in  the 
opnion  of  the  Land  Commission,  it  is 
expedient  to  make  any  such  advance  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  sale  of  a 
large  farm  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Land  Commission,  has  been  for  five 
years  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  sub- 
stantially used  for  tillage  or  dairying 
purposes."  He  would  prefer  to  leave  the 
rest  of  the  clause  as  it  stood  to  be  con- 
sidered on  Report 

Amendment  proposed  to  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  '  Acts '  to  insert 
the  word  '  not,' '  and  after  the  words  '  turn  of ' 
to  leave  oat  the  word  '  three '  and  insert  the 
word  'aeven,'  and  to  leave  oat  the  words  'or 
five  thoasand  ponnds  as  the  case  may  be '  in 
line  4,  the  word  '  larger '  in  line  6.  — {Jl£r. 
WyndKam.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
tended to  include  the  grazing  farms. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  only  the  agri, 
cultural  land. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  Amend  ment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  very 
great  one,  but  he  would  suggest  with 
regard  to  those  lands  that  were  partly 
tillage  and  partly  grazing  land,  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  use 
a  word  which  would  be  quite  plain  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  and  call  them 
"  mixed  farms."  Except  in  the  county  of 
Dublin  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
pure  tillage  farm  and,  according  to  the 

i>hrase  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used,  a, 
arm  of  100  acres  in  extent,  having  only 
thirty  acres  tilled,  would  be  a  tillage 
farm.  He  would  suggest  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  in  defining  these  farms 
should  find  a  word  not  capable  of  being 
misunderstood  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners. 

♦Mr.  KENNEDY  ( We8tmeath,N.)8up- 
ported  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Louth.  According  to  the 
Amendment  as  he  now  read  it  one  third 
of  a  farm  at  least  should  be  tilled      if 


Digitized  'oy 


Google 


431 


Iriih 


{COMMONS} 


LandBiU. 


432 


that  interpretatioa  were  correct,  outside 
the  county  of  Dublin  there  would  not  be 
a  single  farm  over  120  acres  in  extent 
which  would  be  admitted  to  the  benefits 
of  this  Act.  What  were  the  limits  of 
tillage)  He  was  a  grazier,  but  he  was 
not  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  graziers. 
The  X7,000  limit  put  the  graziers  out  of 
it  altogether.  They  would  buy  out  no 
grazier  for  £7,000.  [An  Irish  Membkr  : 
You  know  nothing  about  Connaught.] 
It  was  very  unfortunate  that  every 
question  which  affected  Leinster  had  to 
be  viewed  through  Connaught  spectacles. 
This  question  of  tillage  was  not  a  question 
of  yesterday.  Two  hundred  years  ago 
there  was  a  law  in  force  in  Ireland  that 
five  acres  out  of  every  100  should  be 
kept  under  the  plough.  Would  that  be 
regarded  as  "substantial  tillage"  within 
the  meaning  of  this  Amendment  1  Yet  it 
was  those  farms  that  employed  labour. 
Who  would  give  employment  if  they  did 
not  7  Did  the  small  farmers  do  it  Y  On 
tliose  farms  there  was  only  employment 
enough  for  the  famfly.  Did  the  graziers 
do  it  1  The  men  who  gave  the  employ- 
ment were  the  large  farmers,  men  who 
farmed  100  or  200  acres,  whose  annual 
rental  ran  to  £200  or  £300.  It  was  the 
farmer  who  resided  on  his  land  and  who 
kept  up  a  permanent  staff,  not  neces- 
sarily en^iged  in  tillage,  who  employed 
labour.  He  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  the  last  speech 
had  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  advice 
that  they  should  take  the  Amendment 
as  it  stood,  and  then  hon.  Members 
who  had  views  on   the  subject  should 

But  Amendments  on  the  Paper. 
[e  had  no  wish  to  exclude  agricultural 
holdings,  but  be  appealed  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  bring  the  discussion  to  a  close. 
They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  exclusion 
of  grazing  farms,  and  they  were  in  sub- 
stantial agreement  as  to  finding  a  proper 
definition  to  cover  agricultural  holdings. 
That  definition,  however,  could  not 
possibly  be  framed  at  once,  and  it  was 
only  waste  of  time  further  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  LEAMY  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  had  been  willing  that  this  limit 
should  be  increased  simply  because  under 
the  Bill  as  it  stood  a  large  number  of  his 

Mr.  Kennedy. 


constituents  would  be  unable  to  take  full 
benefit  of  it,  but  after  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  he  was  quite  pre- 
pu^  to  wait. 

Mr.  COOHILL  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  this  Amendment.  It  would 
also  be  an  advantage,  as  there  were  some 
questions  on  which  the  Cabinet  were  not 
altogether  united,  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
K)  thought  the  announcement  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  entitled  him,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  British  taxpayer,  to  ask 
two  or  three  questions.  The  first  was, 
whether  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
made  any  estimate  of  the  addition  to  tho 
£100,000,000  advance  involved  in  the 
extension  to  £7,000.  The  second  was  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  extension  on  the 
bonus.  Would  it  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  the  amount  of  the  bonus 
which  ooiud  be  assigned  to  the  poorer 
estates,  upon  which  it  was  desirable  to 
facilitate  purchase  to  an  even  greater 
extent  than  on  the  richer  estates  f  The 
third  was  whether,  supposing  the  bonus 
was  affected,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  increase  the  total  amount  of 
the  bonus. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  not 
intended  to  increase  the  bonus.  It  waa 
impossible  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
additional  capital  involved  by  this  exten- 
sion; it  might  possibly  be  £100,000  or 
£120,000,  out  in  any  case  it  was 
infinitesimal  in  rehition  to  the 
£100,000,000. 

^^The  CHAIHMAN  suggested  that  the 
most  convenient  way  in  which  to  put  the 
question  would  be  for  the  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
then  he  would  put  the  Amendment  in  its 
amended  form. 

Amendment  to  the  Amendment,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TULLY  expressed  the  hope  that 
no  loophole  would  be  left  to  the  grazier 
through  the  word  "dairying."  Many 
graziers  were  now  taking  on  cows  and 
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selling  the  milk  to  the  creameries,  and 
they  might  come  in  under  the  term 
"dairying."  I 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  moved  the, 
omission  of  Sub-section  (4).  He ; 
pointed  out  that  since  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  the  framework  and  the  principles  ' 
of  Clause  1  had  been  totally  changed,  and  | 
the  state  of  things  to  which  this  sub- 1 
section  was  intended  to  apply  no  longer  ] 
existed.  He  therefore  could  not  see  the  i 
use  of  retaining  the  sub-section.  { 


Amendment  proposed — 

"la  paee  2,  line  22,  to  leave  out  Snb- 
section  4.— {Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  Sub-eection  4 
stand  part  of  the  clause."  | 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  it  would  be  I 
better    to    retain    the    Sub-section,    as 
possibly  when  the  question  of  the  con- 1 
gested     estates     was     discussed     some  I 
alterations  would  be  made  rendering  the  i 
Sub-section  necessary.    It  had  to  be  borne  j 
in  mind  that  these  congested  estates  were  i 
not  sold  indiscriminately  to  the  tenants, 
but  were  bought  by  a  State  Department ;  | 
and  there  was  a  provision   in  the  Bill  i 
authorising       expenditure       for        the  i 
improvement    of    such    estates.     In  the  { 
interests    of     the     general      taxpayers 
it      was      necessary      to      buy      these 
estates  as  cheaply  as  possible,  and  they 
could  not  enact  in  one  part  of  the  Bill 
that  public   money  should  be  spent  on 
the  improvement  of   these  estates,  and 
in  another  part  put  a  statutory  limita- 
tion on  the  pric&    He  hoped  thejhon. 
and  gallant   Member  would   not  press 
his  Amendment. 

•Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment  in  view  of 
the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
but  he  hoped  that  if  material  Amend- 
ments were  made  on  Clause  5  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  re-consider  the 
matter. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DILLON,  in  moving  to  ex- 
tend Sub-section  (4)  to  holdings  on 
estates     purchased     by    the   Congested 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Skrms.] 


Districts  Board,  said  he  had  some  doubt 
as  to  the  necessity  of  the  Amendment. 
The  considerations  to  wnioh  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  had  just  referred 
applied  equally  to  these  holdings,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  accept  the  Amendment  if  it  was 
necessary. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  after  the  word  '  Act ' 
to  insert  '  nor  in  the  CMe  of  holdings  on  estates 
porchased  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board.'  " 
—(Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

;      Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that 
;  there  might  be  congested  estates  outside 
a  congested  district. 

:      Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  willing 
to  accept  the  Amendment. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that,  at  an  earlier 
stage,  he  objected  to  the  clause  on  two 
main  grounds.  The  first  was  the  illo- 
gical and  intolerable  proposition  that 
a  landlord  should  not  be  allowed  to  sell 
to  his  tenant  at  a  price  on  which  both 
might  agree.  He  was  glad  to  say  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  more  rational  section  of  the 
Irish  landlords  had  agreed  to  remove  that 
objection,  and,  in  doing  so,  had  met  one 
of  the  strongest  objections  to  the  clause. 
There  remained,  however,  an  objection 
which  he  felt  bound  to  mention  before 
the  clause  was  disposed  of;  for  though 
it  had  been  largely  mitigated  by  the 
Amendment  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  it 
had  not  been  altogether  removed.  That 
objection  was  the  retention  in  the  Bill, 
as  regarded  the  whole  body  of  the 
judidal  tenantry  of  Ireland,  of.  the 
two  limits.  These  limits  would  set  up 
an  artificial  and  totally  false  standard 
of  the  price  of  land  in  that  country. 
That  standard,  in  the  minds  of  many, 
would  be,  not  the  minimum  price,  but, 
he  feared,  the  mean  price  of  the  minimum 
and  the  maximum,  and  that  would  be 
twenty-one  and  a  half  or  twenty-two 
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years  purchase  of  the  first-term  judicial 
rents,  and  twenty-five  years  purchase 
of  the  second  -  term  judicial  rents. 
What  was  the  present  ascertained  value 
of  land  in  Ireland  1  The  average  price 
in  80,000  sales,  extending  over  the  last 
fifteen  years,  was  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  years  purchase  on  the  basis 
of  first-term  judicial  rents.  Calculat- 
ing the  land  stock  at  a  selling  price 
of  ninety-two  it  represented,  reduced  to 
terms  of  cash,  sixteen  and  a  half  years 
purchase  of  the  rent.  The  average  price 
of  all  the  holdings  valued  for  purposes 
of  sale  in  Ireland  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1902,  was  17-9.  That  fact  was 
of  special  value,  because  it  was  based  on 
the  valuation  of  the  Land  Commission, 
and  therefore  aoted  as  a  check  upon  the 
bargains  he  had  referred  to.  The  Land 
i^mmission  had  to  value  the  farms,  and 
the  price  worked  out  at  17-9  years  pur- 
chase on  the  average,  but  in  that  was 
included  a  year  of  cash  ordered  to  be 
added  in  addition  to  the  price  estimated 
by  the  Land  Commission.  Therefore  the 
average  price  put  on  was  seventeen 
years  purchase,  and  that  had  to  be 
valued  in  depreciated  land  stock.  Con- 
sequently, the  real  price  was  at  the  rate 
of  fifteen  and  a  half  years  purchase  on 
a  cash  basis  of  the  judicial  rents.  What 
he  dreaded  was  that  this  might  put  into 
the  minds  of  the  Irish  landlords  the  idea 
that  they  were  entitled  to  claim  these 
terms  in  all  future  sales.  The  import- 
ance of  what  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
said  to-day  could  not  be  exaggerated. 
He  did  not  estimate  the  importance  of 
what  had  taken  place  simply  on  account 
of  the  particular  concession  which  had 
been  made.  What  he  valued  more  than 
that  was  that  a  condition  of  hostility  and 
bitter  animosity  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  landlords  and  tenants  had 
been  alt«red  and  changed  in  a  most 
marvellous  degree  by  what  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  done.  He  had  been  re- 
garded by  hon.  Members  as  a  hopeless 
irreconcilable,  but  now  he  saw  light 
upon  the  Irish  land  question,  and  if  the 
landlords  would  approach  the  tenants  in 
the  same  spirit  which  had  been  shown 
by  Irish  representatives  in  the  House, 
and  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  if  they 
would  abandon  the  idea  that  they  were 
to  use  this  Bill  in  order  to  get  higher 
prices;  if  they  would  approach  the 
Mr.DUUm. 


working  of  this  Bill  in  that  spirit,  in 
his  opinion  this  measure  would  bring  to 
an  end  the  Irish  land  war.  The  import- 
ance of  what  had  taken  place,  therefore, 
was  by  no  means  to  be  limited  to  the 
great  concession  which  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  granted.  It  might  have  far- 
reaching  results,  because  if  the  Irish 
landlords  dealt  with  the  evicted  tenants 
in  a  generous  spirit,  and  if  they  were 
restored  to  their  farms  upon  generous 
terms — if  they  approached  the  sale  of 
their  estates  in  a  spirit  similar  to  that 
displayed  in  the  consideration  of  this 
clause,  then  he  thought  the  day  was  ne  vr 
at  hand  when  the  question  would  be 
settled  by  the  goodwill  of  the  tenants 
and  the  landlords  alike. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  desired 
to  say  at  once  that  as  Clause  1  was  first 
introduced  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  him  to  vote  for  it  He  asked  the 
Committee  to  look  at  what  had  been 
accomplished  by  three  days  discussion. 
They  had  got  a  £7,000  limit  placed  in 
the  Bill  instead  of  £5.000,  and  that  would 
bring  in  a  considerable  number  of  large 
farmers,  who  ought  not  to  be  excluded 
from  the  Bill.  They  had  also  abolished 
the  perpetual  rent-charge.  He  thought 
that  was  another  advantage.  He  knew 
there  were  differences  of  opinion  upon 
that  point  in  some  quarters,  but  there 
were  no  differences  amongst  the  Irish 
tenants  upon  that  question.  Beside.s 
this,  they  had  got  one-half  of  the  Irish 
tenantry  of  Ireland  taken  out  of  the 
zone  altogether.  Thq  non- judicial  tenants 
numbered  130,000,  and  the  tenants  on 
the  congested  districts  taken  outside  the 
zone  would  count  up  to  250,000.  The 
great  concession  made  this  afternoon 
would  leave  the  judicial  tenantry 
free  to  negotiate  their  bargains  either 
within  or  outside  the  sone.  That  waa  a 
considerable  achievement,  and  Clause  1 
was  now  in  such  a  shape  that  Irish 
representatives  could  return  to  Ireland 
and  endeavour  to  make  this  Bill  a 
success.  ^j 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  said  it  was  only  right 
that  an  "  Outlander  "  of  some  sort  should 
have  a  little  say  in  this  matter,  especially 
at  this  most  critical  period  in  the  history 
of  the  Bill.    As  it  originally  stood,  this 
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clauu  was  of  such  a  character  that  any 
one  disposed  to  regard  it  from  the  point 
of  Tiew  of  the  British  taxpayer  vrould 
bare  had  some  difficulty  in  voting  for  it. 
But  there  had  been  great  transforma- 
tions. After  narrow  shares,  and  great 
dangers  escaped,  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  and  his  Bill  had  got  into  smooth 
-nraters.  That  must  be  a  matter  for 
xiamitigated  congratulation  on  the  part 
of  every  one  having  the  interests  of 
Ireland  or  of  the  United  Kingdom  at 
heart.  The  attitude  which  he  took  up 
on  the  Second  Reading  was  one  of 
friendliness  to  the  general  purpose  of 
the  BQl,  with  a  desire  to  look  critically 
at  the  provisions  as  far  as  they  affected 
the  interests  of  the  tenants;  because 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  were 
involved  in  the  interests  of  the  tenants. 
When  he  spoke  of  taxpayers  he  always 
remembered  that  there  were  taxpayers 
in  Ireland,  although,  of  course,  the  larger 
portion  of  the  burden  would  fall  upon 
those  on  this  side  of  the  channel,  who 
were  not  directly  concerned  in  the 
negotiations  which  had  taken  place. 
The  interest  of  the  taxp)ayer  was  wrapped 
tip  in  the  interest  of  the  tenant,  because 
if  the  conditions  imposed  on  the  tenants 
were  in  any  way  burdensome,  there  was 
-every  probability  that  as  years  went  on 
<lifficulties  would  arise ;  and  if  there 
were  not  repudiation  of  a  violent  charac- 
ter, there  might  be  great  hardship,  and, 
therefore,  great  difficulty  in  maintaining 
the  financial  interests  of  the  Imperial 
Treasury.  An  arrangement  had  been 
come  to  after  great  difficulty,  which  did 
secure  for  the  clause  the  acceptance  of 
thoae  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
tenants;  and  that  was  a  security  that, 
when  the  Treasury  was  «ngaging  to 
spend  80  large  a  sum  of  money,  and  to 
risk  so  large  an  amount  of  credit,  the 
desired  purpKwe  would  be  attained — 
namely,  peace,  contentment,  and  pros- 
perity among  the  different  classes  in 
Ireland.  It  had  been  quite  understood 
on  all  hands  that  here  and  there  land- 
lords and  tenants  will  be  found  outside 
the  Bill.  But  that  was  a  small  matter 
compared  with  the  equitable  and  reason- 
able relations  established  between  the 
tenants  paying  instalments,  and  the 
Treasury  receiving  those  instalments. 
It  was  satisfactory  to  those  who  regarded 
this  matter  from  his  point  of  view  that 


those  who  were  entitled  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  tenant-farmers  of  Ireland  accepted 
cordiaQy,and  as  a  sufficient  solution  of  the 
question,  the  proposal  as  it  now  stood. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  whose  remarks  had  been  more 
critical  in  their  character  than  those 
of  some  of  the  hon.  Members  with 
whom  he  acted,  had  spoken  of  now 
seeing  daylight  in  that  matter,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  this  Bill  would 
put  an  end  to  the  land  war  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Yes,  if  the  landlords 
act  reasonably. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  that  was  so,  of  course ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  landlords 
in  this  House  were  concerned  he  did  not 
think  they  had  acted  or  spoken  unreason- 
ably in  the  course  of  these  debates. 
There  had  been  a  corresponding  dis- 
position for  conciliation  not  only  in  the 
gushing  moments  of  the  Conference  in 
Ireland,  but  throughout  the  trying  tests 
of  these  debates  on  both  sides.  They 
must  trust  that  the  same  spirit  would 
be  applied  when  the  Bill  became  an  Act 
and  was  put  in  force.  He  had  said  that 
he  and  his  fellow  "  Outlanders  "  had  no 
responsibility  in  this  matter.  He  was 
bound  to  say  that  they  had  very  little 
knowledge  ^of  what  had  occurred  in  the 
matter,  because  though  they  had  seen 
some  movements  which  indicated  that 
there  was  a  shifting  of  the  scenes  behind, 
the  curtain  had  never  been  lifted.  And 
they  did  not  know  at  all  how,  or  why,  or 
by  whom,  the  arrangements  had  been 
come  to,  but  if  the  arrangements  were 
satisfactory,  although  they  were  not  in 
any  way  responsible  for  them^  they  would 
join  their  voices  with  those  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  in  expressing  the  earnest 
hope  that  the  Bill  as  amended  might 
bring  all  the  blessings  which  were 
expected  from  it. 

Mr  WYNDHAM  thought  it  was  only 
due  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  he  should 
express  his  satisfaction  at  the  words 
which  had  fallen  from  his  lips 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not     search    too     closely     into      the 
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intricate  secrets  of  Irish  land  legis- 
lation, but  was  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
their  efforts.  He  was  satisfied  to  this 
extent,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  could 
continue  an  attitude  of  more  than  friendly 
neutrality  towards  the  various  controver- 
sies which  sometimes  divided  them  into 
different  classes  in  Ireland,  and  that  he 
could  in  fact  give  support  to  the  measure 
so  long  as  the  spirit  which  prevailed  this 
afternoon  did  still  prevail.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expressed  satisfaction, 
in  which  he  himself  shared,  at  the  fact 
that  the  representatives  of  the  tenants 
accepted  this  clause.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated,  and  he  re-echoed 
his  remarks,  that  the  attitude  of  those 
who  represented  the  landlords  had  been 
a  remarkable  attitude.  It  was  important 
that  both  of  those  classes  should  continue 
to  be  actuated  by  the  spirit  which  in- 
formed the  proceedings  of  the  Land 
Conference  with  the  result  to  which 
they  had  attained.  With  that  result 
they  might  not  roach  finality  in  the 
sense  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke- 
upon-Trent  attached  to  the  word,  but 
they  would  avoid  a  finality  of  another 
character  which  would  have  been  dis- 
astrous to  Ireland — a  finality  of  any 
attempt  made  bv  the  representatives  of 
the  tenants  and  the  representatives  of 
the  landlords  to  meet  on  one  common 
platform  for  the  good  of  their  common 
country. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  Moved  an 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  limit 
should  be  increased  from  ten  to  fifty 
acres.  His  object  was  to  give  a  wider 
area  for  the  selection  of  tenants  who  were 
to  be  transplanted  from  their  present 
bog  holdings  and  put  on  better  land.  If 
they  were  to  take  the  people  out  of  what 
had  been  called  the  "agricultural  slums," 
and  move  them  on  to  the  grazing  lands, 
there  must  be  a  wider  limit  than  the  Chief 
Secretary  bad  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•'—•'  and    insert   the    word    '«*»"'"—(»/.. 


'ten, 
TuUy. 


'  fifty.'  "—(Mr. 


Question   proposed,  "That  the   word 
•  ten '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  IFyndham. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment   to  the  same  Sub-section  on  the 
paper  to  leave  out    the  words  "  acres- 
'  in  area,  and  five."    He  wished  to  say  a 
I  word  on  his  own  Amendment,  becaus* 
I  it  was  affected  by  that  now  proposed  hj 
I  the  hon.   Member   for    South   Leitrim. 
The  limitation    under  this  clause   wa» 
'  very  important,    because  for   the  first 
{ time  there  was  inserted  in  a  Bill  a  defini- 
I  tion    by   the    Government    of    an  un- 
economic    holding.      But    anyone    ao- 
I  quainted  with  the  West  of  Ireland  knevr 
I  that  to  put  the  limit  in  this  case  at  £6 
,  rateable  value  was  absurd.    His  Amend- 
ment was  designed  to  raise  the  limit  to- 
I  £10,  which  he  thought  a  very  moderate 
I  demand  indeed.    He  objected  to  a  limit 
'  of  £b  being  set  up,  or  to  any  check 
being  placed  on  the  action  of  the  Com- 
I  misaioners  in  enlarging  holdings  valued 
I  under   £\0    a    year.     He    would    not 
support   the   Amendment    of   the  hon.. 
.  Member    for    South    Leitrim,    but    he 
I  would  urge  the  Chief  Secretary  to  con- 
I  sider   whether   he  could  not  make  aa 
announcement  which  would   render   it 
,  unnecessary  to  move  his  own. 
i 

Mr.     WYNDHAM     said     the    hon. 
j  Member  had  raised  a  rather  large  ques- 
tion  here,  and  perhaps   he  had  in  hi» 
I  mind     also    the    similar    definition    in 
Clause  6  of  a  congested  estate. 

!     Mr.   DILLON:   They  do  not  neeea- 
{ sarily  hang  together. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  they  did  not 
necessarily  hang  together,  but  when  ha 
came  to  that  clause  they  would  be  able- 
to  diicuas  the  limits  involved.  He  would 
warn  the  hon.  Member  that  the  limita 
in  Clause  5  affected  the  taxpayers,  and 
put  a  pecuniary  obligation  upon  them,, 
but  he  was  prepared  to  say  that  in  this 
clause  the  definition  did  not  affect  the- 
taxpayers.  Indeed,  he  was  not  aorfr 
that  by  acceptance  of  the  Amendment 
less  money  would  not  have  to  be  paid 
than  would  be  paid  under  the  definition 
as  the  Bill  stood.  They  had  now  passed 
from  holdings  which  were  occupied,  and 
they  were  dealing  with  land  which  waa 
unoccupied,  and  which  might  be  sold  to 
certain  classes  of  people.  In  drawing, 
up  the  clause  he  had  had  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  amount  of  lutenanted 
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-or  spare  land  was  a  limited  quantity, 
and  there  was  not  enough  to  go  round. 
If  he  accepted  the  hon.  Member's  words 
and  left  out  of  account  the  factor  of 
area,  there  would  be  a  presumption 
that  this  additional  land,  of  which  they 
liad  not  too  much,  should  be  given  to 
increase  any  holding  worth  £10  or 
under.  But  some  of  these  holdings  were 
very  good  indeed.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  enough  to  go  round,  and 
the  reason  which  led  the  Qovernment  to 
adopt  this  deHnition  was  that  they 
should  give  the  benefit  of  the  untenanted 
land  in  the  first  place  to  those  who 
needed  it  imost.  They  thought  they 
ooght  to  have  regard  to  the  holdings 
which  were  indubitably  of  an  undesir- 
able character,  and  not  include  holdings 
from  which  the  occupiers  could  gain  a 
fair  livelihood.  He  suDmitted  these  con- 
siderations as  reasons  for  not  hastily 
abandoning  the  proTJsion  in  the  Bill. 

Ma.  DILLON  said  what  he  desired  was 
that  tenants  whose  holdings  were  under 
£10  rateable  value  should  get  the  prefer- 
«nce  where  there  was  land  which  they  re- 
•quired  in  the  neighbourhood  or  within 
reasonable  distance.  He  was  perfectly 
"wiUing  to  refrain  from  proceeding  with 
hia  Amendment  for  the  present  to  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  time  for  con- 
sidering the  matter  which  he  desired  to 
£ee  dealt  with.  He  could  afterwards 
move  the  Amendment  in  another  form. 


Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.)  said  that 
the  whole  difficulty  would  be  solved  if  a 
preference  were  given  to  the  smaller 
holdings  in  cases  where  there  was  not 
sufficient  land  to  give  extensions  all 
round.  What  was  wanted  was  a  system 
of  levelling  up. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  saw  the 
great  force  of  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  and  he  would 
gladly  consider  the  matter  before  the 
Eeport. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  the  clause 
anumed  that  the  value  of  the  holding 
would  be  10s.  an  acre.  His  Amendment 
assumed  that  it  would  be  Ss.  an  acre, 
because  he  knew  hundreds  of  cases  in 


which  the  holding  consisted  of  fifty  or  one 
hundred  acres  of  bog-land  which  required 
to  be  improved  into  good  grazing  land. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  all  those 
who  knew  Ireland  would  agree  that 
mere  extent  of  land,  even  if  it  were  bad. 
was  better  than  a  holding  that  was  too 
small.  The  tenants  often  did  wonders 
with  such  land.  Twenty  or  twenty-five 
acres  were  often  reclaimed  by  the  tenant 
and  his  whole  family  working  at  it,  and 
they  could  make  a  living  from  what  was 
formerly  uneconomic  land.  Their  first 
care  should  be  for  those  whose  acreage 
was  so  restricted  that,  no  matter  how 
large  the  family,  they  could  not  turn  it 
into  an  economic  holding.  He  would 
consider  before  Report  whether  he  could 
accept  an  Amendment,  not  going  so  far 
as  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo,  but  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  after  that 
assurance  he  would  withdraw  his  Amend 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  had  an  Amendr 
ment  on  the  Paper  to  omit  from  Sub- 
section (d)  the  words,  "who  is  not 
at  the  date  of  the  purchase  the 
tenant  or  proprietor  of  a  holding.  ' 
If  these  words  were  retained  they  would 
destroy  the  effect  of  the  sub-section  in 
the  case  of  unhappy  tenants  who  had 
been  out  of  their  holdings  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years,  and  who  had  got  a  little 
cottage  and  a  patch  of  land  from  a 
neighbour.  That  would  be  strictly  called 
a  holding,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
the  Commissioners,  when  they  came  to 
re-instate  them  under  this  sub-section, 
would  find  themselves  unable  to  act. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  applv '  to  the  word  '  Provided,'  in  line 
Z5."—{Mr.  DUlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." — (ilff  Herbert  Robertson.) 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  saw  the 
force  of  what  the  hon.  Member  said,  that 
a  holding  might  be  a  mere  patch  by  the 
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roadside,  and  he  was  prepared  to  consider 
that  matter.  He  was  not,  however,  pre- 
pared to  say  that  he  would  go  the  whole 
length  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  A.mend- 
ment,  but  he  would  put  down  some 
definition  as  to  what  was  a  holding. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Put  some  Amendment 
down. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  will  put  some 
Amendment  down  before  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Then  I  will  withdraw 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HERBERTROBERTSON  moved— 

"  In  page  2,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  made' 
to  insert  the  words,  '  to  the  legal  personal 
representative  of  the  deceased  person,  if  any, 
or,  if  none,  then.  .  .  .'  " 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  that  the  Amendment 
would  be  unworkable.  The  legal  per- 
sonal representative  might  have  other 
avocations  in  life,  and  might  be  abso- 
lutely unable  to  take  up  the  land. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said 
he  would  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  said  he 
wished  to  move  as  an  Amendment  the 
insertion  of  a  sub-section  bringing  within 
the  category  of  persons  to  whom  advances 
might  be  made  "a  laboiu'er  as  defined  by 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  1883  to 
1896,  as  amended  by  this  Act,  and  residing 
upon,  or  within,  three  miles  of  the  estate. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accept  his  Amendment,  because 
the  labourers  were  looking  forward  to 
getting  allotments  of  untenanted  land, 
and  they  would  be  disappointed  if  they 
were  not  enabled  to  do  so,  particularly  in 
the  South  of  Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  '  (e)  A  Labonrer,  as  defined  in  the 
Labonrers    (Ireland)  Acts,   18H3  to   1896,  as 

Mr,  Wyndham.         mi-flsj 


amended  by  this  Act,  and  residing  upon  or 
within  three  miles  of  the  estate.'" — (Mr. 
O'Shee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

I  Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  whatever 
>  might  be  alleged  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
I  hon.  Member's  Amendment,  he  was  quite 
clear  that  it  could  not  be  properly  dealt 
with  until  that  part  of  the  Bill  referring 
I  to  labourers  was  reached.  He  intended 
I  when  Clause  4,  which  referred  to  agri- 
I  cultural  labourers,  was  reached,  to  put 
I  down  an  Amendment  dealing  with  them. 

I      Mr.  O'SHEE  said  that  in  that  event 
he  would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mb.     HUGH    LAW    (Donegal.    W.) 

moved  aa  an  Amendment  to  Clause   2 

that    an   advance    might  be  made  to  a, 

person  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Land 

I  Commission,     would     be      a     suitable 

I  occupier  for    the    holding.    The    Chief 

'  Secretary  had  told  them  that  land  was 

j  a   commodity    which     was     necessarily 

:  limited  in  certain   districts.     But  there 

,  were      districts    in     which     it     might 

happen  that,  after  persons  having  prior 

I  rights  had  been  satisfied,  there  was  land 

\  remaining  which  was  available  for  the 

I  creation   of  new  holdings.      Everybody 

'  in  Ireland  was  becoming  acutely  aware 

of  the  evils  that  had  been   brought  on 

;  the  country  by  the  oontinuous  decrease 

,  of  the  population.    It  was  obvious  that 

while  the  settlement  of  the  land  question 

in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  the  term 

would  have  important  results  upon  the 

question  of  depopulation,  inasmuch  as  it 

;  would  increase  the  feeling  of  security  in 

the  country,  at  the  same  time  it  would 

not  directly  lead  to  the  creation  of  more 

I  homes.    That  was  the  object  at  which 

this   Amendment  was  aimed.    A   great 

,  statesman,  for  whom    some  of  them  at 

'  any  rate    had  a  great  admiration,  had 

I  said  that  what  he  was  working  for  was- 

"  more  homes."    That  phrase  was  not 

I  then     applied    to     Ireland,      but     he 

I  could  say  that    was    what    they    also 

I  desired  to  work  for.    During  thelast  fifty 

^  years  in  Ireland  there  had  been  a  great 

j  many  fires  put  out,  and  he  and  his  friend» 

I  desired  that  the  smoke  of  the  turf  fire 
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might  rUe  again  from  as  many  home- >  large  farmershould,  instead  of  being  under 
steads  as,  with  due  regard  to  the  |  the  necessity  of  emigrating  to  America, 
general  economic  welfare  of  the  country,  be  enabled,  as  far  as  possible,  to  marry 
might  be  possible  in  the  future.  I  and  settle  down  in  Ireland,  although  not 

I  necessarily  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their 

Amendment  proposed —  I  fathers'  holdings.    After  all,  Ireland  was 

"In  page  2.  Une  39,  at  end  to  insert  the  ;  not  a  very  big  place  and  although  it  was 

words '  (f)  A  person  who  in  the  0|>inion  of  the    true  that  schemes  of  migration  of  exist- 

Land  Commission  would  be  a  suitable  occupier    ing    occupiers    had    not     been    SO    far 

otmchho\diBg.'"-{Mr.HayhLaw.)  j  successful,    it    would    be    a    somewhat 

n     ^-  J  ..  m.    ^  ^L  J     difiFerent  matter  to  deal  as  he  suggested 

Question  pro^sed."  That  those  words  ^^j^.^    ^^^  ^^^    ^j,^^     f/   ^j,^ 

be  there  inserted.  ^^^^^1   ^^^^^  of  events,  would  leave 

MR.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  point '  Jj^^j  -f^-/^  "Ho^wevri!  th'e 
outthatClause7of  the  Bill,  whichrelated  ,  ^^--^^  t^^tleman  felt  That  tt 
to  the  purchase  of  untenanted  land,  fully    ^^.^^   -^    ^;^^  ^^„,d  ^ot  be  attained 

f       mL   ''V"^^  ff  J         iS''      i! !  by    the    Amendment     he     would    not 
hon.  Member.     I  heir  efforts  would  wor It  |    ■'       ■ 

better  if  they  did  not  concentrate  them    P 

on    one    distmt.      ffitherto    they   had       Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
been    hampered  by  deaung    with  only  ' 

one  estate   or    holding.    He  knew  the  i      ,,     ,x.^Tr»,.,,  ^.^^.^^^  i 

difficulties  that  had  to  be  faced,  but  he  '      Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  moved  an 
did  not  beUeve  they    could  carry    out ,  Amendment  for  the  advance  to  be  made 
his  scheme  if  they    included  strangers  I  *<»  »  oareUker  of  ahoidmg  on  the  estate 
from     another    county.      He    beUeved   °'^  »  P«"o°  ^^o  is  m  occupation  of  such 


holding  as  tenant  at  will  or  tenant  at 
sufferance. 


that    on    the  lines  of   the  Bill  a  great 
deal  could  be  done,  and  practical  assist- 
ance would  not  be  given  by  adding  *<>        .  ,  . 
the    category    those    persons   who  had  |     Amendment  proposed— 
nothing    to      do    with    the     estate    or  i      "  in  pave  2,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
locality.                                                                     I  words,  '  (e)  A  caretaker  of  a  holiling  on  the 

estate  or  a  person  who  is  in  occupation  of  such 
»»-     rv>aTTi3iu  _.  J   »i.      »  J     holding   as    ten*nt    at   will,    or    tenant   at 

Mr.  O  SHEE  supported  the  Amend-   gnfferance."  "~{Mr.  William  O'Brien.) 
ment  on  the    ground  that  the   owner  { 

of   the  holding  on  an  adjoining    estate  !     Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
might  be  a  useful  occupier.  j  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  willing  1  Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  under  this 
to  develop  the  argument  still  further,  clause  they  were  dealing  with  the  tenant 
That  the  son  of  t^e  holder  on  an  adjoin- 1  class,  and  expres.<ly  with  those  who  bad 
ing  estate  mi^t  be  a  suitable  person  ceased  to  be  tenants  but  had  been 
he  was  quite  willing  to  admit.  He  had  :  tenants  within  five  years.  He  was 
giren  elose  attention  to  the  subject  and  j  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
betiev«d  that  they  must  proceed  by  i 
eatates  and   not    work  sporadically  all  j      Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


over  Ireland.  It  was  doubtful  whether 
there  would  be  enough  land  avai  able 
for  all  if  the  contemplated  categories  of 


♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  moved  to  omit 
Sub-section  '2,  which  Umited  the  advance 


hon.  Members  were  to  be   included  in  |  in   respect  of    any  particular    farm   to 
the  Bill.  I  £500.     He  was  a  little  troubled  as   to 


*Mb.  HUGH  LAW  said  he  would  not 
press  the  Amendment  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  found,  after  full  consideration, 
that  he  was  unable  to  accept  it.  What 
he  had  in  his  mind  was  that  the  son  of 


the  real  meaning  of  the  words,  but,  no 
doubt  in  replying  to  the  Amendment, 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  explain  the  in. 
He  thought  the  whole  object  of  this 
clause  was  to  give  the  Land  GommisEion 
power  to  deal  with  a  very  complicated 


a  small   farmer  or  for  that  matter  of  a    and  difficult  question.    In  such  cases  it 
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was  olmous  that  it  was  not  desirable 
that  the  amount  should  be  put  so  low  as 
£500,  and  he  would  consequently  like  to 
see  either  no  limit  at  all  or  an  extension 
of  the  sum.  His  own  feeling  was  to 
entirely  omit  the  sub-section,  but  in  any 
event  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
that  a  higher  limit  should  be  allowed. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  Injpage  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  Sob-section 
^2.'— {Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought 
that  perhaps  the  best  plan  would  ^be  to 
explain  why  the  Sulvsection  had  been 
included  in  the  Bill.  Clause  2  dealt 
with  persons  who  had  no  estate,  local  or 
otherwise,  on  Irish  soil,  and  who  had  no 
right  under  any  Land  Act,  but  who 
would  Uke  to  become  tenant  farmers  or 
peasant  proprietors  under  this  Bill.  There 
was  only  a  certain  amount  of  land 
available,  and  therefore  if  it  were  to  be 
handed  out  in  large  slices  to  those  who 
had  no  right  to  it,  there  would  not  be 
enough  for  persons  who  had  a  right. 
Some  limitation  was  necessary,  and 
although  it  was  very  difficult  to  work 
out  the  problem  successfully,*  simple  solu- 
tion was  found  in  limiting  to  a  certain 
sum  the  advance  to  persons  having  no 
holdings  at  all.  Assuming  the  e&se  of 
a  man  with  a  very  small  holding  who 
wished  to  increase  it  from  eeven  to 
twenty  acres,  the  Government  said  the 
new  advance  should  not  exceed  a  certain 
sum,  and  in  that  way  they  made  the 
land  go  round  further.  Whether  £500 
was  a  right  sum  was  open  to  argument, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  possible  to 
increase  it  to  £1000. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  the 
Amendment  he  now  moved  was  a  vital 
Amendment.  Its  object  was  to  put  the 
evicted  tenants  on  an  equality  with  the 
others  and  not  to  confine  the  evicted 
tenants  to  an  advance  of  JC500  purchase 
money.  As  the  Committee  was  aware, 
as  the  Clause  stood  it  would  shut  out  the 
whole  of  the  evicted  tenants  with  a 
valuation  of  over  £20    a  year  if  the 

Sir  John  Colomb. 


advance  was  limited  to  £500.  £ven  if 
the  Land  Commissioners  saw  fit  to 
extend  the  Umit  to  £1,000  it  would  only 
admit  evicted  tenants  whose  valuation 
was  below  £40,  and  would  ^ut  out  the 
rest.  He  would  not  labour  the  point, 
because  everybody  who  knew  Ireland 
knew  that  the  effect  of  that  would  be 
to  leave  this  delicate  and  difficult  question 
in  a  more  unsettled  and  angry  condition 
than  it  had  ever  been  before.  It  would 
inevitably  have  the  appearance  of  a  de- 
liberate policy  of  vengeance  against  the 
very  class  who  naturally  had  the 
strongest  claims  on  the  sympathy  of 
their  brother  tenants,  because  they  were 
the  men  who  had  sacrificed  their  hold- 
ings for  the  sake  of  their  brother  tenants. 
He  wag  quite  satisfied  neither  the  Chief 
Secretary  nor  the  Irish  landlords  were 
animated  by  any  such  vindictive  and 
stupid  motive,  and  he  with  confidence 
commended  the  Amendment  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  acceptance.  He  could 
assure  him  that  if  he  would  accept  this 
Amendment  frankly  now,  he  would  be 
sending  a  message  of  peace  that  would 
give  more  satisfaction  in  Ireland  than 
the  message  he  had  sent  that  afternoon. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  section ' 
to  insert  the  words  <to  ^rsons  other  than 
those  mentioned  in  Sub-section  tine  (d)  hereof.' '' 
—(Mr.  William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed.  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  attached  the 
utmost  importance  to  this  Amendment. 
After  what  hod  occurred  he  hoped  to  see 
the  whole  of  the  evicted  tenants  in 
Ireland  restored  to  their  old  holdings. 
If  they  desired  to  affect  the  imagination 
of  Ireland  let  the  landlords  only  restore 
the  evicted  tenants,  and  if  they  would  do 
that  they  would  do  more  than  anything 
else  they  could  do  to  assist  the  passage 
of  this  measure.  Let  them  do  that  and 
show  that  there  was  a  general  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  landlord  to  close  this 
chapter  of  war— and  open  a  chapter  of 
peace; and  it  would  a£ect  immediately 
the  imagination  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
and  do  more  to  make  the  working  of  the 
Act  easy  than  anything  else.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  money;  it  was  a  question  of 
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w'liether  the  war  waa  to  be  prolonged  or 
closed.  He  therefore  desir^  to  see  be- 
fore the  Comrnittee  ended  an  intention 
O!)  the  part  of  Iriah  landlords  to,  as  far  as 
possible  restore  the  evicted  tenants  to 
their  old  honaes.  This  was  a  most  im- 
portant Amendment,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  accepted. 

OODONEL  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh.  N. ) 
understood  the  desire  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  restore  evicted  tenants  to 
their  old  homes,  bet^use  the  distressing 
circumstance  of  their  eviction  was 
mainly  caused  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  The  landlords  had  no  objec- 
tion to  restore  an  evicted  tenant  to  his 
holding  if  it  was  not  occupied,  but  they 
had  tne  strongest  objection  to  displacing 
*  tenant  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  his 
predecessor  who  had  been  evicted. 

Ma.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  took 
It  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  The  Amend- 
ment removed  the  disability  which  was 
m  the  Bill  which  applied  to  evicted 
tenants  and  not  to  other  classes  pur- 
chasing land.  All  they  asked  was  that 
the  condition  of  the  evicted  tenants 
fihoukl  not  be  made  worse  than  that  of 
other  people.  He  knew  there  was  not 
the  slightest  feeling  among  Irish  land- 
lords against  evicted  tenants;  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gent'eman  would 
tdl  the  Committee  that  no  distinction 
would  be  made. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  appreciated 
the  importance  of  the  point  raised,  but 
be  could  not  see  how  it  arose  under  this 
clause.  He  understood  that  it  was  de- 
sired that  as  many  of  these  men  as  possible 
should  return  to  their  homes,  and  his 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  said  that  he 
desired  that  should  be  done.  His  desire 
would  be  to  facilitate  the  solution  of  the 
question  as  much  as  possible,  provided 
that  no  pressure  was  used  to  put  in 
people  who  were  not  really  farmers.  He 
«ouk1  accept  no  Amendment  which  would 
have  that  effect.  He  had  intended  to 
4eal  with  the  more  important  side  of  this 
question  upon  Clause  48,  on  which  be 
should  move  at  the  end  of  the  first  sub- 
section to  insert  the  words — "Provided 
also  that  this  sub-section  shall  not  apply 
to   the   case  ol  a  former  tenant  or  his 


representative    purchasing    his    former 

holding."  He  could  not  go  as  far  as  he 
was  here  asked  to  go.  They  were  dealing 
with  the  quantity  of  land  that  was  avail- 
able. He  was,  as  he  had  said,  prepared 
to  alter  the  £500  to  £1,000  or  £2,000, 
which  would  make  it  possible  for  an 
evicted  tenant  to  get  an  advance  to  make 
a  btart  in  life.  But  he  could  not  make 
any  advance  to  evicted  tenants  against 
others. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  understood  the  effect 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  scatement 
to  be  that,  in  the  case  of  the  evicted 
tenants  who  could  not  be  restored  to 
their  former  holdings,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  give  them  an  equivalent  posi- 
tion to  that  which  they  had  formerly 
held.  The  wounded  soldiers  of  the  land 
war  must  not  be  prejudiced  by  anything 
in  this  Bill  if  it  was  to  promote  a  final 
settlement.  In  the  case  of  a  man  who 
had  had  a  holding  at  £100  rental,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  put  him  in  a 
corresponding  position.  By  this  limita- 
tion, a  £100  evicted  tenant  would  be 
turned  into  a  £50  occupier.  The  whole 
case  of  the  evicted  tenants  would  be 
prejudiced.  The  main  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  put  an  end  to  the  land  war,  but 
if  that  end  was  to  be  achieved  the 
wounded  soldiers  of  the  struggle  must 
not  be  prejudiced  by  any  provision  of  the 
Bill.  The  interest  of  the  average  Con- 
servative Member  in  the  Bill  was  to  see 
the  agrarian  stevggle  settled  in  order  that 
the  Imperial  interests  of  England  all  over 
the  world  might  be  settled.  He  really 
could  not  see  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  refuse  to  give  way  on  this 
gint  and  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the 
tates  Commissioners  the  amount  to  be 
advanced. 


Mr.  DILLON  contrasted  the  minute- 
ness of  the  point  as  regarded  the  cost  of 
the  amount  of  land  involved  with  its 
immense  importance,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  public  feeling  in  Ireland.  The 
Chief  Secretary  was  proposing  to  say  to 
the  few  tenants  it  concerned  —  and  it 
was  only  a  few  tenants,  but  they  were 
the  men  who  had  made  the  largest  sacri- 
fices in  the  course  of  the  struggle — that 
if  he  could  not  restore  them  to  their  old 
homes  he  would  penalise  tbem,  and  make 
it  impossible  for  the  Commissicners  to 
give  them  holdings  as  good  as  those  from 
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which  they  had  been  evicted.  There  were 
probably  only  a  dozen  or  fifteen  such  men 
who  would  not  come  within  the  terms  of 
the  concession  whicti  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  announced,  but  they  were  men  who 
had  a  great  hold  on  public  opinion  in  their 
districts,  and  whose  punishment  would 
arouse  the  bitterest  possible  feeling.  But 
what  was  it  all  fort  The  British  Uz- 
payer  was  not  involved.  The  land  was 
to  be  sold  to  somebody,  and  ihe  British 
taxpayer  would  make  the  advance,  no 
matter  to  whom  it  was  sold.  Moreover, 
the  landlords  had  no  objection.  The 
sole  point,  according  to  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman,  was  that  he  had  only  a 
certain  quantity  of  untenanted  land, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to 
give  a  large  portion  of  that  land  to 
one  man  because  he  was  an  evicted 
tenant.  He  was  influenced,  not  by  the 
landlord's  interest  or  the  interest  of  the 
Treasury,  but  simply  by  a  desire  \o  do 
good  to  the  Irish  people.  He  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  guided 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind  by  local  opinion. 
No  doubt  this  was  a  matter  of  sentiment, 
but  he  did  not  suppose  there  were  more 
than  1,000  or  2,000  acres  of  land  in 
dispute,  and  he  was  confident  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  on  consideration, 
would  see  that  this  was  a  matter  vital  in 
importance. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said>e  would 
like  to  be  allowed  just  to  call  to  the 
mind  of  the  Committee  exAstiy  what  the 
Amendment  meant.  An  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  evicted  tenants  in  Ire 
land  were  inen  who  could  be  restored  to 
their  old  holdings.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  promised  an  Amendment  which  would 
deal  satisfactorily  with  99-lOOths  of  these 
men.  But  there  remain  ed  the  one  section 
of  men  whose  farms  had  been  "grabbed." 
Even  of  these  cases  the  great  majority 
would  come  in  under  the  limitation  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  so  it  came 
to  this,  that  they  were  now  standing  out 
for  a  limitation  which  would  hit  only  a 
handful  of  men  in  Ireland.  But  in  order 
to  exclude  these  few  men  what  were  the 
Government  going  to  do  ?  They  were 
going  to  leave  a  sore  in  Ireland  which 
would  not  only  have  an  evil  effect  in  the 
localities  where  the  men  resided  and 
where  they  were  known,  and  where 
their    old    farms    were,    but     also    in- 

Mr,  Dillfin. 


flict  injury  on  every  part  of  Ireland, 
cause  irritation  all  over  the  countiy, 
and  militate  against  the  chances  of  the 
Bill  being  satisfactorily  received  and 
worked.  What  were  they  doing  it  for  t 
The  Irish  landlords  had  no  interest  in 
the  matter — they  were  perfectly  content 
that  this  handful  of  men  should  be 
treated  on  the  same  basis  as  the  rest  of 
the  evicted  tenants.  Then  in  Heaven's 
name  what  did  the  Government  mean  by 
it  ?  Why  were  not  these  men  to  be 
treated  on  the  same  basis  as  the  rest  of 
the  evicted  tenants  1  There  was  no 
substance  in  the  case  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  could  give  way  on  this 
point  and  admit  these  men  without  injury 
to  his  Bill  and  without  imposing  any 
more  liabilities  on  British  taxpayers.  It 
would  be  like  losing  the  ship  for  a  pen'orth 
of  tar  if  they  imperillea  the  Bill  on 
this  point.  He  could  not  conceive  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
any  difficulty  in  giving  way.  He  knew 
he  was  quite  sympathetic  on  this  evicted 
tenants  question.  He  asked  him  not  to 
stand  on  the  mere  symmetry  of  the 
clause  ;  but  to  make  this  small  concession 
which  would  be  received,  although  so 
small,  with  even  more  satisfaction  than 
the  large  concession  given  earlier  in  the 
evening.  It  might  be  a  question  of  senti- 
ment ;  but  they  could  not  leave  sentiment 
out  of  the  settlement  of  a  question  of  this 
character,  where  they  were  trjring  to  put 
an  end  to  a  social  war  and  to  bring  classes 
together.  He  hoped,  imder  the  circum* 
stances,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
make  the  small  concession  they  desired. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  the  purpose  of 
this  Bill  was  to  create  a  sentiment 
of  concord  and  conciliation  in  Ireland, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
declared  that  for  reasons  the  force  of 
which  he  quite  appreciated  he  was  un- 
able to  meet  public  opinion  in  this  parti- 
cular matter  now  at  issue.  That  was 
extremely  unfortunate,  but  if  these  people 
could  not  be  restored  to  their  own  homes, 
they  ought  so  far  to  be  placed  ia 
the  same  position,  that  no  pecuniary 
limitation  should  interfere  with  their 
getting  holdings  equivalent  to  those 
from  which  they  had  been  evicted. 
He  hoped  these  tenants  would  not  be 
made  the  worst  of  their  olass.-^  He 
thought    it  would    be   the    height  of 
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UDwisdom  to  mar  the  spirit  and  senti- 
ment upon  which  this  Bill  depended  by 
making  thirty  or  forty  martyrs  and  so 
many  sources  of  disaffection  without  any 
question  of  the  British  taxpayer  being 
involred.  The  least  that  could  be  done 
was  to  permit  the  new  home  to  be  of 
the  same  economic  value  as  the  old  one. 
The  number  of  persons  affected  was 
small,  but  the  sentiment  of  the  country 
was  solid  upon  this  question,  and  he 
implored  the  Cbief  Secretary  to  hare 
regard  to  that  sentiment  and  not  mar 
the  settlement  of  this  question  with  a 
condition  which  one  could  not  appreciate 
as  being  anything  substantial  at  all. 

•Mr.  HEMPHILL  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  accept  this 
Amendment.  If  the  Committee  had  a 
free  hand  they  would  almost  to  a  man 
▼ote  in  support  of  it.  This  proposal 
merely  gave  a  discretion  to  the  Land 
Commission  to  sell  at  the  limitation 
price  and  to  sell  parcels  of  land  to 
evicted  tenants  who  could  not  be 
reinstated  in  their  old  homes.  There 
was  a  provision  to  enable  evicted  tenants 
whose  farms  had  not  been  occupied  by 
other  tenants  to  be  reinstated.  The 
object  of  this  proposal  was  to  give  the 
Commissioners  a  discretion  in  regard  to 
giving  this  land  to  men  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  house  and  home.  There 
was  no  reason  at  all  for  making  that 
invidious  distinction.  Under  this  clause 
they  had  authorised  the  Commissioners 
to  sell  to  an  evicted  tenant  a  farm  up  to 
a  certain  limit,  and  by  a  subsequent 
clause  they  enabled  evicted  tenants  to 
lie  restored  to  the  farms  which  happened 
to  be  vacant.  This  third  class  of  evicted 
tenants,  who  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  in  the  whole  of 
Ireland,  they  were  dealing  with  were  a 
class  whose  farms  had  been  taken  by  land- 
grabbers,  and  who  were  most  anxious  to 
be  restored  to  their  position  of  respectable 
tenant  farmers,  but  who  would  be  ex- 
cluded if  this  Amendment  were  rejected. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  meet 
the  view  of  Irish  Members  on  this 
matter  because  it  was  really  a  very  small 
question.  He  had  taken  the  trouble  in 
view  of  this  debate  to  get  a  Return  of 
the  number  of   evicted  tenants  in  the 


county  he  represented,  and  the  number 
was  not  very  large.  He  doubted  if  a. 
single  one  of  those  tenants  would  be- 
affected  by  the  point  under  discussion. 
He  was  equally  certain  that  there  were 
districts  where  a  good  deal  of  bad  feeling^ 
would  be  creat^  if  a  single  evicted 
tenant  was  not  included  in  the  benefits- 
of  this  Act.  It  was  a  very  small  matter, 
but  it  was  one  which  would  leave  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  behind  if  it  was  not  dealt 
with.  The  question  of  evicted  tenants 
was  one  upon  which  a  great  amount  of 
attention  had  been  concentrated,  and  if 
it  was  found  that  any  large  number  of 
evicted  tenants  were  made  to  sufier 
under  this  Bill,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  making  other  tenants  hold  off  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  be  aUe  to  get 
better  terms  for  those  who  had  fought 
their  battles.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  make  up  his  mind 
adversely,  and  if  he  was  not  prepared  to- 
accept  the  Amendment  at  the  present 
moment,  perhaps  he  would  undertake^ 
to  inquire  for  himself  and  see  if  he  could 
not  verify  the  statements  which  had 
been  made. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  attached 
great  importance  to  this  question. 
Otherwise  he  should  not  have  gone  a» 
far  as  he  had  done  and  suggested  that 
the  limit  should  be  extended  to  £2,000, 
nor  should  he  have  drafted  an  Amend- 
ment on  Clause  48  which  would  admit 
of  any  man  who  had  lost  his  holding 
returning  to  it.  The  question  was  not 
as  simple  as  some  hon.  Members  would 
have  them  suppose.  They  had  in  mind 
some  definite  class  of  men.  His  Bill 
dealt  with  all  persons  who  had  lost  or 
furrendered  their  holdings  during  th« 
last  twenty-five  years,  and  it  would  be 
invidious  if  the  Government  were  to 
endeavour  to  select  out  of  those  who 
had  lost  their  holdings  for  reasons  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent,  during  that  period, 
a  limited  number.  His  effort  had  been 
to  draw  no  distinction  — let  bygones  be 
bygones — in  putting  facilities  before 
those  who  had  lost  their  holdings,  tO' 
put  the  same  facilities  before  all,  and 
to  give  the  same  facilities  to  those 
who  had  lost  their  holdings  as  were 
given  to  other  persons  in  Ireland  who 
had  farms  which  were  not  adequate  to 
support    their    existence.      There  wa» 
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nothing  vindictive  or  invidious  in  that. 
There  was  nothing  in  that  which  raised 
up  a  single  memory  of  the  bitter  and 
unhappy  past.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Clare  had  said  that  it  would  be  regret- 
table if  one  evicted  tenant  were  excluded 
jrom  the  benefits  of  the  Bill.  His  words, 
:perhaps,  went  somewhat  further  than 
his  meaning.  No  evicted  tenant  was 
excluded  from  the  Bill.  But  if  they 
were  to  go  up  to  a  higher  value  than 
£2,000  there  would  be  very  great  danger 
that  some  evicted  tenants  might  be 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill. 
The  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the 
'Government  was  limited,  the  classes  to 
be  relieved  were  many.  Their  means 
were  small,  their  needs  a;reat,  and  he  could 
not  take  the  responsibility  of  asking  the 
•Committee  to  go  further  than  he  had 
indicated — viz.,  where  it  was  possible  to 
reinstate  a  tenant  in  his  old  holding  to 
allow  him  to  have  the  benefits  which 
others  enjoyed;  bat  where  it  was  not 
possible  let  him  take  his  holding  on 
-equal  terms  with  all  other  persons  who 
sought  the  benefits  of  the  Act,  and  come 
■in  on  a  scale  which  was  higher  than  he 
had  originally  intended,  and  which 
would  be  dangerously  high  if  he  increased 
it  to  the  exclusion  of  many  who  deserved 
to  have  their  needs  attended  to,  and, 
he  believed,  many  of  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  said  he  remembered 
a  speech  upon  this  question  delivered 
two  or  three  years  ago  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Ty.  one,  when  he  com- 
menced his  compulsory  sale  and  pur- 
chase agitation.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
•quote  the  hon.  Member  accurately. 
What  he  meant  was  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  quote  him  verbatim, 
l>at  he  intended  to  give  the  substance 
of  what  he  said.  The  hon.  Member 
stated  that  the  landlord  forgot  the  days 
when  he  was  responsible  for  starting  the 
Land  Trust  Company,  and  that  was  the 
medium  through  which  evicted  tenants 
were  enabled  to  become  occupiers.  The 
■Chief  Secretary  spoke  about  the  amount 
of  money  being  limited,  but  how  much 
money  would  it  take  if  he  abandoned 
the  X2,000  limit?  Was  he  going  to 
allow  twenty  of  the  wounded  soldiers  in 
the  land  war  to  continue  in  their 
present  position  because  they  were  more 
Active  and    more    in    the   front  of  the 

Mr.  IVyndham. 


battle  than  other  people  %  Was  he  going 
to  continue  to  make  them  believe  that 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  had  succeeded 
in  inducing  him  to  continue  to  persecute 
them  1  That  would  be  the  result  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  persisted  in  re- 
fusing to  accept  this  Amendment  He 
was  sure  that  later  on,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  came  to  the  section  he 
had  indicated  his  intention  to  amend,  he 
would  have  in  the  meantime  changed 
his  mind. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  could 
see  his  way  to  inquire  for  himself  how 
many  evicted  tenants  there  were  who 
could  not  be  restored  to  old  holdings 
of  over  £100,  and  who  would  be  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  this  Act  as  it  stood. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  he 
had  been  reproached  for  not  having 
spoken  on  this  subject.  He  refrained 
from  speaking  first  of  all  because  the 
subject  under  debate  did  not  very  much 
concern  the  part  of  the  country  he  re- 
presented, and  he  therefore  left  the  dis- 
cussion to  those  who  were  likely  to  be 
interested.  He  wished  to  say  at  once  in 
justice  to  the  Land  Conference  that  he 
agreed  there  should  be  a  settlement  of 
this  question,  and  he  desired  frankly  %o 
associate  himself  with  hon.  Members 
opposite  in  their  contention.  If  he  had 
not  spoken  it  was  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  Bill 
in  a  matter  in  which  his  own  consti- 
tuents and  the  province  of  Ulster  were 
not  largely  eencerned.  It  was  p?rfectly 
true  that  in  days  gone  by,  when  he 
thought  proceedings  were  going  on  in 
Ireland  which  wore  not  a  credit  to  any- 
body, and  which  he  thought  were  illegal, 
he  took  a  strong  line.  He  did  not  wish 
togo  back  on  that.  He  desired  to  draw  a 
sponge  over  those  .bitter  memories.  Hft 
did  not  think  this  was  a  large  question, 
but  he  confessed  that  on  the  whole  the 
words  of  the  clause  gave  a  chance  of 
opening  up  a  very  great  question  because 
there  was  no  definition  of  what  an 
evicted  tenant  was  save  that  he  was  a 
man  evicted  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  That  was  not  the  sense  in  which 
they  understood  the  evicted  tenants 
question.  What  they  understood  was 
that    an     evicted  tenant   was    a    man 
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who  had  suffered  duriag  the  pro- 
longed agony  of  the  land  war,  and  to- 
night he  desired  to  starr.  with  a  clean 
slate  on  the  question.  He  was  with  his 
hon.  friends  opposite,  and  he  trusted  that 
in  the  interests  of  peace  and  good  feeling 
this  open  sore  would  not  be  left  to  mar 
the  Bill. 

♦Mb.  CHANNING  said  he  wished  to 
make  an  explanation.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  indicated  that  he  was 
prepared  to  accept  the  principle  of  the 
two  Amendments  he  haa  on  the  Paper 
to  enlarge  the  £500  limit  to  £1,000,  and 
similarly  £l,000to  £2,000.  He  wished  to 
(.xjJain  to  his  hoo.  friends  from  Ireland 
that  he  had  placed  these  Amendments  on 
the  Paper  with  the  fullest  intention  of 
endeavouring  from  thepoint  of  view  of  an 
English  Member  to  cover  the  case  of  the 
evicted  tenants,  the  one  point  to  which  he 
attached  almost  more  importance  than 
any  other  in  the  Bill.  He  did  not  care  to 
propose  these  Amendments  now,  as 
they  might  act  in  a  restrictive  sense. 
He  thought  the  speech  of  the  hon 
Member  for  C!ork  and  his  Amendment  did 
represent  what  was  a  fair  and  just  line 
in  deahng  with  this  question.  He  most 
warmly  supported  as  an  English  Liberal 
the  demand  that  this  open  sore,  which 
though  small  was  irritating,  should  not 
be  allowed  to  fester  and  create  further 
trouble  in  the  settlement  of  the  Irish 
land  question. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  he  entirely  reciprocated 
the  spirit  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  spoke  as  to  the  desirability 
of  not  mentioning  those  controversies 
associated  with  the  past  in  the  land 
struggle.  Really,  the  reason  they  were 
pressing  on  the  Government  this  appar- 
ently small  point  was  the  desire  that  a 
new  chapter  in  the  land  question  of 
Ireland  should  be  opened  in  that  spirit. 
He  did  not  wish  to  use  any  language 
which  might  appear  to  be  too  strong,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  could  not  but  im- 
press upon  the  Committee  the  enormous 
importance  to  the  future  of  Ireland 
of  this  comparatively  small  point  with 
which  they  were  dealing.  In  all  wars 
there  was  a  point  of  honour,  which  though 


apparently  small  itself  had  really  in- 
finitely larger  results  upon  the  future  of 
the  reconciled  foes  than  many  other 
points  of  greater  magnitude  and  im- 
portance. The  question  of  the  evicted 
tenants  was  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
something  like  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
in  a  campaign.  The  people  expected 
the  Irish  representatives  to  see  that 
these  men  were  rescued  from  the 
position  in  which  their  patriotism  and 
their  desire  for  the  good  of  their  fellow 
tenants  had  landed  them.  The  large 
holders  who  were  evicted  were  a  claw 
who  were  entitled  to  appeal  to  them 
more  strongly  than  those  who  had 
risked  small  amounts.  Many  of  th» 
smaller  holders  were  face  to  face  with- 
chronic  starvation,'and  if  they  risked  their 
holdings  they  ran  a  comparatively  smal' 
risk,  but  the  large  farmers  in  many 
cases  were  in  a  comparatively  comfort- 
able position.  They  were  ready  to  risk,, 
and  in  many  cases  to  lose,  good  homes- 
and  farms  in  order  to  improve  the  posi- 
tion of  their  poorer  bretluren.  It  would' 
be  a  shame  on  their  part  to  desert  these 
men.  That  was  the  feeling  of  the  Irish 
people  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
spirit  in  which  this  Bill  was  received  in 
Ireland  would  have  a  large  amount  to 
do  with  its  success  when  it  came  into 
operation.  The  fight  they  had  made  on 
those  benches  had  been  inspired  by  the 
feeling  that  unless  this  Bill  had  the 
active  co-operation  of  all  forces  in  Ire- 
land it  would  not  have  the  great  results 
they  all  desired  it  to  have.  They  felt 
that  if  this  question  remained  unsettled' 
there  would  be  a  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and,  what  was  more,  a  feeling  of 
strong  and  bitter  indignation,  which  he 
was  sure  would  have  very  serious  effects 
indeed  upon  the  future  working  of  the 
measure. 

''That  was  the  question  from  the 
sentimental  point  of  view.  Now  he 
came  down  to  concrete  facts.  The  Chief 
Secretary  seemed  to  be  under  the  de- 
lusion that  this  was  in  point  of  numbers 
and  money  a  large  question ;  it  was 
nothing  of  the  kind.  He  thought  he 
could  count  on  the  fingers  of  his  two 
hands  all  the  men  to  whom  this  ques- 
tion would  apply.    There  were  a  few  on 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


459 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


the  Luggacurran  Estate,  the  Maasereene 
«state,  and  the  Clanricarde  Estate.  The 
Clanricarde  Estate  was  a  synonym  for 
the  fiercest  aspect  of  the  land  war  in 
Ireland  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
There  were  100  families  evicted  there, 
and  they  were  still  evicted.  But  there 
wore  just  two  of  these  families  who 
twould  come  under  the  Amendment  with 
-which  they  were  now  dealing.  He  took 
the  Clanricarde  Estate  because  there  the 
landlord  was  most  exacting  in  his  | 
demands  and  cruel  in  asserting  them. 
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Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 


[Mr.    J.  W.    LowTHER   (Cumberland, 
itnd  there  the  tenants  made  the  strongest !  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
opposition.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  giving  to  Ireland  a  great  and  re- 
volutionary measure  of  reform.    He  was 
sending  to  Ireland  a  mighty  message  of 
peace;  and  was  it  worth  while  to  deface 
and  destroy  to  a  large  extent  the  kindly 
feeling  and  sense  of  relief  with  which 
the  Irish  people  would  see  the  end  of 
this  struggle  of  centuries,  by  excluding 
from  the  benefit  of  the  Act  two  families 
on  the  estate  in  Ireland  which  had  been  i 
the  scene  of  the  fiercest  and  wildest  con- '. 

troversy  t  On  the  Luggacurran  Estate  '  *MR-  ROCHE  (Galway,  K)  who  was 
-there  were  six  or  seven  families  who  i  almost  inaudible  in  the  Gallery,  was 
were  affected  by  this  Amendment.    That  j  understood    to    say   that  he  supported 


Clause  2— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  after  the  word 
'  section,  to  insert  the  words  '  to  persons  other 
than  those  mentioned  in  Subsection  one  (d) 
hereof.' "-(J/r.  Waiiam  O" Brien.) 


Question     again     proposed, 
those  words  be  there  inserted." 


That 


this  Amendment.  In  the  constituency 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
there  were  100  families,  the  whole  of 
which,  with  the  exception  of  two,  would 
be  included  in  the  operation  of  the 
Bill.  Under  the  circumstances  he 
appealed  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  not 
to  leave  any  source  of  trouble,  but  give 
the  Bill  every  chance  of  fair  play  by 
accepting  the  Amendment. 

Mr.   HERBERT  ROBERTSON   said 
the  point  that  the  Committee  were  now 


was  the  estate  of  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  a  member  of  the  Ministry^  and 
one  of  the  men  responsible  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill.  He  was  sure  the 
noble  Lord  was  most  desirous  that  it 
should  pass  into  law.  He  was  a  man  of 
sense,  judgment,  and  tact,  and  he  did 
not  believe  that  he  would  for  a 
moment  say  that  these  six  or  seven 
tenants  were  to  stand  between  Ireland 
and  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
question.     He   did  not  know  what  the 

figures  were  in  regard  to  the  Massereene  '  on  was  of  very  considerable  importance. 
Estate,  but  be  knew  that  there  was  great  i  *>"*  ^»«>  **  ^'^^  same  time,  in  itself  a 

bitterness  of  feeUng  on  that  estate,  and  i  J.^F^,  Tx!^^  P?'°i-  .  "«  ^'^  inclined  to 
,     ,  ,     ^,    ,       ,  ^,  I  thmk  there   had   been  some  misunder- 

he  knew  also  that  as  long  as  there  were  i  g^nding  with  regard  to  the  position 
some  people  not  settled  that  part  of  the  |  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  who  did  not  wish 
country  would  remain  in  a  discontented  :  to  sever  Class  D  from  Classes  A,  B  and 


condition. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


Committee    report    Progress ;    to 
again  this  Evening. 
Mr.  T.  P.  CCoimor. 


sit 


C.  He  was  thoroughly  in  accord  with 
I  that ;  it  would  be  the  greatest  possible 
I  mistake  to  make  a  definite  distinction 
between  those  four  classes,  each  of  whom 
it  might  be  desirable  should  hold  un- 
tenanted land  in  Ireland.  But  although 
these  four  classes  ought  to  be  treated  as 
one,  there  were  a  good  many  reasons 
why,  in  each  of  these  classes,  very  much 
larger  holdings    might   be    granted    to 
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various  persons.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
that  on  some  estates  there  would  be 
veiy  little  land  available,  and  it  might 
be  inconvenient  to  have  laid  down  in 
the  Bill  anything  by  which  persons  got 
more  land  than  the  limits  laid  down  oy 
the  BiU.  But  he  could  imagine  an 
-estate  which  had  a  considerable  amount 
of  land  to  dispose  of.  For  instance, 
they  might  have  the  demesne  land. 
A  man  might  want  to  go  out  of 
Ireland  altogether,  and  wish  to  sell  his 
demesne — he  hoped  that  such  a  thing 
would  not  occur,  but  it  might,  and 
there  would  then  be  a  considerable 
amount  of  land  to  be  disposed  of— it 
would  therefore  be  very  convenient  if 
the  Land  Clommissioners  or  the  Estates 
Commissioners  shouM  have  power  to 
very  considerably  exceed  the  limits  laid 
down  by  the  Bill  for  advances  to  tenants 
of  each  class.  He  made  no  distinction 
between  them,  and  much  disliked  such 
A  distinction  being  made  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Glass  D  is  the  one  of  which  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  thought  most,  and 
they  would  consider  that  the  most 
important  part  of  this  Bill  was  that 
they  should  be  satisfied.  He  could 
imagine  a  case  where  they  had  a  very 
good  tenant  on  the  holding,  tliid  where 
they  had  a  considerable  amount  of  land 
which  they  were  going  to  cut  up  into 
.«mall  holdings.  The  owners  of  those 
«inall  holdings  would  be  labourers.  No 
one  would  suggest  for  a  moment  that 
they  would  be  able  to  live  out  of  their 
holdings,  and  they  would  have  to  seek 
work  elsewhere.  Labour  was  a  very 
important  item  in  Irish  economy.  Now 
in  cutting  up  these  large  pieces  of  land 
which  fell  in  to  the  Commissioners,  they 
would  create  a  considerable  body  of 
labourers,  and  it  was  desirable  therefore 
that  there  should  be  persons  roundabout 
who  could  give  employment  to  them. 
The  only  person  who  could  do  that  was 
vrhat  was  called  in  Ireland  the  strong 
iarmer,  and  therefore  the  wisest  discre- 
tion that  the  Estate  Commissioners 
•could  exercise  would  be  to  create  in  the 
middles  of  these  tracts  two  or  three  good- 
sized  farms,  which  they  could  grant  to 
substantial  persons,  and  it  might  well  be 
that  a  tenant  or  a  son  of  a  tenant  who 
had  a  holding  on  the  estate  would  be 
one   of  the  best  persons  to  whom  the 


Land  Commissioners  could  give  a  large 
holding  on  the  estate  which  had  fallen 
into  their  hands,  which  must  Le 
allotted  to  somebody ;  therefore  there 
were  two  classes  who  might  easily  be 
made  tenants  of  such  large  holdings. 

The  Class  B  tenants  might  also  be  ex- 
cellent persons  to  take  a  large  farm,  but 
on  the  whole  it  was  not  likely  that  they 
would  be.  The  tenant  in  Class  C  was  in 
the  position  of  a  small  farmer,  and  it 
was  possible  that  he  might  not  be  able 
to  take  a  large  farm ;  but  taking  the 
extreme  case,  he  might  have  a  large 
capital  or  he  might  be  a  man  more  skilled 
in  his  occupation  than  many  holding 
sia4lar  holdings,  and  in  that  case  it 
might  well  be  that  he  would  be  a  proper 
person  to  allot  a  large  farm  to.  Then 
came  Cla^s  D  itself.  The  man  who  was 
iti  Class  D  was  a  large  farmer  and  not  a 
suitable  person  to  put  upon  a  small 
farm.  Every  man  in  Ireland  was  a 
farmer,  and  everybody  knew  perfectly 
well  that  a  man  who  was  accustomed  to 
cultivate  a  small  farm  was  not  a  likeh' 
person  to  cultivate  equally  well  a 
large  farm,  and  in  the  same  way  a  man 
who  was  accustomed  to  cultivate  a  large 
farm  was  not  the  best  person  to  put  tp 
cultivate  a  small  farm-  If  they  had  a 
considerable  amount  of  land  on  their 
hands  they  were  not  so  careful  as  they 
ought  to  be  about  their  fences,  and  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  as  careful  when 
growing  large  crops  as  the  man  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  growing  small.  If  thin 
scheme  stood  exactly  as  it  was  upon  the 
Paper,  the  person  who  had  been  a  large 
farmer  would  only  be  able  to  become  a 
comparatively  small  farmer.  The  limit 
of  purchase  was  £2,000,  and  that  was  not 
likely  necessarily  to  placj  him  in  any- 
thing like  the  position  that  he  had  been 
in  before,  and  assuming  that  he  had  re- 
tained his  old  experience  he  would  not 
be  able  to  carry  on  his  business  in  the 
same  style  as  he  had  been  previously 
accustomed  to  carry  it  on.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  overlook  the  sense  of  sore- 
ness that  might  exist  in  these  districts  of 
Ireland  on  the  part  of  those  persons  who 
by  the  Act  itself  were  prevented  from 
being  placed  in  the  position  they  were 
before,  but  he  was  a  Uttle  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  number  of  them  was  so 
few,  and  it  was  exceedingly  satisfactory 
to  I  know  that  so  few  would  be  left  out 
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of  the  Bill.  But  the  effect  of  it  would  I 
be  to  leave  a  soreness  in  future,  and  | 
while  the  point  in  dispute  was  small  and  i 
trivial,  it  was  an  item  not  to  be  left  I 
out  of  the  account.  Their  object  was  | 
to  prevent  any  feeling  of  soreness. 
The  particular  Amendment  thej  had  j 
under  discussion  was  at  the  beginning  > 
of  the  second  Sub-section  of  Clause  2,  ' 
which  related  to  the  advances  that  might  | 
be  made  and  to  make  this  excep- ' 
tion :  "  After  '  section  *  to  insert  '  to  i 
persons  other  than  those  mentioned  in  I 
Sub-section  1  hereof.'  "  j 

The    objection    to    inserting     those  I 
direct  words   was  that  it  made  a   dis-  I 
tinction   between  Class    \>  and  Classes  i 
A,    B,    and    C,    and    to    that    distinc- ' 
tion  he  objected.      In  his  opinion  this  I 
Amendment    was    a    mistake.      They , 
wanted  the  Bill  to  work,   and  having  ' 
regard  to  what  he  had  previously  said  he  | 
thought  the  Land  Commissioners  ought  I 
to    be    able  to  make  advances  to  any 
extent  they  thought  fit,  under  exceptional  { 
circumstances,  to  members  of  any  one  of  i 
these  Classes  A,  B,  C,  and  D.    The  actual  I 
effect    of  that,  so  far  as  the  landlords  I 
were  concerned,  would  be  to  increase  the 
number   of  purchasers.     They   gave  to 
the  landlord  another  class  to  whom  they 
could  sell,  which  in  itself  was  a  benefit  to 
the  landlord.      It  was,  therefore,  a  direct 
advantage    to    the    landlord,    but    the 
suggestion  that  he  would  make  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  this  —he  would  not 
at  this  moment  suggest  any  special  words, 
and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  so  either,  but 
he  would  suggest  that  a  general  power 
should  be  given  to  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners, under  exceptional  circumstances, 
to  increase  the  advances  throughout  the 
whole  of    these  classes,  and    that    the 
Amendment  should  be  withdrawn  on  an 
undertaking  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  would,  before  the  Eeport  stage, 
consider  this  matter  and  place  upon  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  giving  power  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  to  travel  beyond 
the  limitations  laid  down  in  this  clause. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  they 
had  heard  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
^vith  considerable  satisfaction.  The  con- 
cessions which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  with  regard  to  this  Bill  were 
very  great,  and  extremely  little  was  now 

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson. 


necessary  to  make  the  settlement  complete,^ 
but  he  would  point  out  that  there  was 
considerable  danger  of  a  wide-spread 
feeling  of  bitterness  and  disappointment 
being  created  where  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  he  chose,  could  create  wide- 
spread satisfaction.  .  He  could  not  too 
strongly  impress  upon  the  Chief  Secretary 
the  fact  that  this  was  exactly  one  of  those 
questions  which  went  to  the  very  root  of 
Irish  feeling  and  which  might  have  a 
very  serious  effect  indeed  on  the  spirit  in 
which  this  Bill  would  be  received,  and 
might  endanger  the  result  of  the  con- 
ciliatory efforts  of  the  last  six  months. 
He  would  remind  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  the  Land  Conference  came  to  the 
unanimous  conclusion  that  an  equitable 
settlement  of  the  evicted  tenants  question 
was  an  indispensable  condition  of  success. 
The  speech  to  which  they  had  just  listened 
proved  conclusively  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  this  Amendment  on  the  part 
of  the  landlords;  and  it  would  be  ten 
thousand  pities  if  the  settlement  was 
marred  by  a  provision  which  would  add 
insult  to  injury  in  the  case  of  these  small 
numbers  of  evicted  tenants.  It  ought  not 
to  he  beyond  the  wit  of  man  to  find  some 
compromise ;  and  he  believed  his  friends 
around  him  would  not  find  much  difficulty 
in  closing  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  suggestion  that  the  Estate 
Commissioners  should  be  empowered  to 
make  additional  advances  in  special  and 
exceptional  circumstances,  and  in  all 
categories.  He  was  not  in  the  least 
disposed  to  be  unreasonable.  They  re- 
cognised that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
realised  the  importance  of  this  question, 
and  that  he  had  already  made  important 
concessions ;  but  he  would  beg  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  complete  a  good  day's  work 
by  deferring  to  Irish  opinion  on  this 
matter,  remembering  how  splendidly  the 
Irish  people  had  behaved  in  reference  to 
the  whole  of  this  settlement. 


*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  joined 
entirely  in  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  South  Hackney.  He  wished  to  en- 
dorse very  much  what  had  been  said; 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would 
thoroughly  understand  that  those  who 
represented  the  landlords'  interest  had  no 
spirit  of  violent  antagonism.  Although 
this  question  seemed  simple  on  the  sur- 
face it  was  really  complicated.     They 
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bad  to  recognise  that  if  the  scope  of  the 
Bill  was  increased  to  meet  the  case  of 
men  whose  holdings  had  not  been 
occupied  that  would  create  a  new  griev- 
■anee  on  th^  part  of  those  tenants 
whose  holdings  were  occupied,  because 
th^  could  not  take  advantage  of  the 
BilL  His  view  was  that  it  would  be  far 
better  to  withdraw  the  Amendment,  if 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  prepared  to 
look  into  the  matter,  and  see  whether  it 
could  be  dealt  with  in  a  spirit  of  justice 
and  fair  play  to  the  men  who  had  exer- 
cised their  legal  rights,  and  were  in 
oceupfttion  of  holdings  others  now 
wanted  to  resume. 

BiR.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  ap- 
preciated to  the  full  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Yarmouth, 
Mr  ho  was  really  anxious  to  see  justice 
done  all  round  The  hon.  and  learned 
Mentber  for  South  Hackney  had  made  a 
suggestion  which,  if  adopted  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  would  enable ,  them  to  find 
u  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  He  hoped 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  accede  to  the 
request  made  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  land- 
lords— viz.,  that  there  should  be  given  a 
<li8cretionary  power  to  the  Estate  Com- 
missioners to  exceed  the  limits  in  special 
circumstances. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  been 
very  much  impressed  by  the  speeches 
made  on  this  question,  not  only  by  their 
matter,  but  also  by  their  tone  and  tenor, 
and  by  the  evident  desire  of  everyone  to 
settle  the  question  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  it  a  real  settlement.  But'  he  would 
ask  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  realise  that,  oddly  enough,  he, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  Bill,  spoke 
on  each  point  which  arose  under  certain 
<lisabilitie8— possibly  because  his  atten- 
tion had  been  so  absorbed  by  the  Bill 
during  the  last  few  months,  that  there 
rushed  into  his  mind  many  points  which 
might  be  affected  by  a  hasty  decision  on 
-any  one  point.  He  had  endeavoured, 
according  to  the  facilities  at  his  disposal, 
to  deal  with  this  question  impartially,  and 
that  might  have  led  him  to  take  too 
rigid,  too  economic  a  view  when  he  was 
asked  to  dispense  so  large  areas  of  Irish 
land.  Perhaps  the  most  burning  ques- 
tion in  Ireland  was  the  increase  of  hold- 
ings which  were  too  small ;  and  when 
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other  questions  were  brought  before  him, 
there  was  a  tendency  on  his  part  to  be 
niggardly  in  respect  of  squandering  the 
acreage  of  Irish  land  available  for  that 
purpose.  But  a  purely  practical  view 
was  not  always  the  wisest  view.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  said  that  this 
evicted  tenants'  question  was  made 
a  cardinal  feature  in  the  Conference 
Report ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Hackney,  and  the  hon.  uid  gallant 
Member  for  Yarmouth,  on  behalf  of  the 
landlords  of  Ireland,  said :  "  We  admit 
your  difficulty,  and,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  we  do  not  wish  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  a  full  settlement  of  the  question." 
They  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  allowing 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  directly  or  indirectly  on  men  who 
had  taken  up  holdings  which  others  had 
left,  and  to  that  he  agreed.  It  was  with 
regret  that  he  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  But,  having  said  that, 
might  he  add  that  it  must  be  evident  to 
all  who  had  listened  to  the  discussion  that 
it  had  tended  more  and  more  to  become 
a  conflict  between  the  point  of  honour 
maintained  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
and  the  question  of  principle  maintained 
by  himself  1  Conflicts  of  that  kind  were 
apt  to  become  prolonged  and  acrimonious, 
and  to  swing  further  and  further  away 
from  the  practical  issue.  He  understood 
the  point  of  view  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  It  did  not  affect  the  taxpayer, 
or  the  mortgagee,  or  the  landlord ;  to 
that  he  agreed.  But  he  was  entitled  to 
say,  also,  that  it  did  not  affect  the  tenant 
who  now  occupied  a  farm  from  which 
somebody  had  been  evicted.  Whom, 
then,  did  it  affect  t  It  affected  all  parties 
in  Ireland  to  whom  it  would  be  very  ex- 
pedient and  desirable  that  further  ac- 
commodation should  be  granted.  That 
had  been  present  to  his  mind  throughout 
these  debates.  He  had  insisted,  and 
must  continue  to  insist,  upon  the  equal 
treatment  of  men  in  all  the  categories  in 
Clause  2.  If  any  settlement  was  to 
embrace  the  point  of  honour  and  the 
question  of  principle,  there  must  l>e 
equal  treatment  meted  out  to  all  thtise 
who  ought  to  be  given,  if  it  could  be 
managed,  greater  opportunities  for  carry- 
ing on  the  industry  of  agriculture  in 
Ireland. 

In  dealing  with  the  category  of 
those  who  once  had  an  occupying 
tenancy  in  land,  and  had  lost  it^  they 
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must  not  stop  to  inquire  for  what  reason, 
or  under  wnat  circumstances   they  had 
lost  their  tenancies.      They   could   not 
pick  out  here  and  there  those  who  were 
misguided,  others  who  had  been  fraudu- 
lent,  and   others  who  had  been  misled. 
If  they  did  that  they  would  be  raking 
up    the    past.      They    must    not    look 
beyond  this :  that  it  was  desiraUe,  if  they 
could,  to  give  these  men  another  chance. 
There  must  be  inside  the  category  those 
who  had  been   evicted  from  or  who  had 
surrendered  their  holdings  in  despair  and 
had  eone  to   America,  and   afterwards 
come  back.    There  must  be  equal  oppor- 
tunities given  to  all,  and  there  should  be 
no  line  or   phrase  in    the  BUI    which 
would  give  an  advantage  in  the  race  of 
life  to  any  set  of  men  over  another  set  of 
men.     If  that  were  so,  and  that  had  been 
the  consideration  which  had  determined 
the  Clause  as  it  stood,  surely  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  would  agree  that  the 
problem  was  a  difficult  one,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  would  not  ask  him 
now,  after  an  hour-and-a-half's  debate, 
to  improvise  an  alternative  plan  to  the  one 
he  had  constructed   in  order  to  meet  all 
the  difficult  points.     He  had  present  to 
his  mind  cases  other  than    those  dealt 
with  in  the  Clause  in  which  it  might  be 
desirable  to  enlarge  the  scheme.     Take 
the  case  of  removing  a  certain  number 
of  small  men  to  untenanted  land,  and 
setting  them  up  within  reasonable  limits 
with     holdings    of    fifteen     or    twenty 
acres.    It  might  be  eminently  desirable 
to  induce  one  large  farmer  to  move  in  i 
order  to  eive  employment  to  the  sons  of 
these  small  men,  and  it  would  be  a  pity, 
he  frankly  admitted,  if  such  hard  and  ; 
fast  lines  were  introduced  into  the  Bill . 
as   would  prevent  him   holding  out  a  | 
sufficient     inducement     to    the    large ' 
farmer  to  move.     Again,  he  would  take 
another   case   laid    before    him   by   his , 
colleagues   on   the  Congested    Districts 
Board.     In   the  far  west  of  Ireland   it ' 
was  not  easy  to  get  the  poorest  men  on  ' 
the  worst  holdings  to  undertake  the,  to  I 
them,  great  adventure  of  moving  into  | 
better  holdings  at  higher  rents.     One 
might  demonstrate  to  them  that  another  > 
farm  on  a  purchase  instalment  of  £10  | 
or  £12  a  year  would  be  a  much  better  , 
bargain    for   them    than  their   present  i 
holding  at  SOs.  or  £2.    They  dared  not ' 
fac«  the  risk ;    they  would  not  move ;  j 
Mr.  Wyndham. 


\  they  would  sooner  give  up  the  battle  of 
I  life  than  take  his  word,  or  the  word  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  that   it 
'  would  be  wise  for  them  to  go  into  a  far- 
away country   among  men   they  had 
I  never  seen,  and  undertake  an  obligation 
I  far   heavier  than  any  they  had  brfore 
{  borne.     It  was  therefore  better  to  induce 
:  the  big  men  to  mo  ve,  so  that  the  small  men 
around  them  might  have  their  holdings- 
extended.     But  it  was  necessary  to  offer 
these   big   farmers  an  equivalent   elae- 
where,  and  if  he  adhered  to  the  absolutely 
rigid  limits  laid  down  in  the  clause,  he 
would   be  very  much  hampered  in  hia 
efforts  to  cure  this  disease  of  congestion. 
He  could   not  undertake  to  accept  the 
.  Amendment,  or  to  announce  that  night  a 
.  policy  of  his  own.     He  would  reconsider 
!  the  matter,  and  see  whether  it  would  not 
,  be  a  wiser  manner  of  carrying  out  the 
policy  he  had  at  heart  to  give  some  dis- 
cretion to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  in 
certain  circumstances,  to  admit  exceptions, 
when  it  was  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community.     He  did  not  wish  to  deceive 
the  Committee  by  promising  more  than 
\  he  could  fulfil.    To  extend  the  oppor- 
tunities   afforded    by    the    Bill    would 
I  naturally  add  to  the  difficulties  of  ad- 
ministration ;  the  more  people  to  whom 
they  gave  those  opportunities  the  harder 
it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  work  rapidly. 
When  he  came  to  deal  with  the  question,, 
he  would  ask  the  representatives  of  all 
classes  in  Ireland  to  Dear  in  mind  that 
the  amount  of  land  available    for  the 
purpose  was  not  unlimited;  and  the  claims 
for  the  equitable  distribution  of  that  land 
among  those  who  stood  in  need  of  addi- 
tional land  to  enable  them  to  fight  the 
battle  of  life   must   receive,  and  would 
receive,  his  most  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BEIEN  said  he  was 
sure  that  the  Irish  people  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  tone,  temper,  and  spirit 
of  the  Chief  Secretary's  speech.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  desire  to  coerce  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  improvise  a  plan  lor 
enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners in  dealing  with  the  evicted 
tenants,  and,  therefore,  he  had  great 
pleasure  in  asking  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "That  Clause  2  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  and  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  moved  to  bsert 
after  "owner,"  in  line  13,  the  words,  "who 
for  five  years  prior  to  the  passing  of  this 
Act  has  been  resident  for  more  than  six 
months  of  each  year  in  Ireland."  His 
object  was  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the 
clause  to  resident  landlords.  This  clause 
enabled  a  landlord  to  sell  his  demesne  for 
hard  cash,  and  to  buy  it  back  on  credit. 
That  was  a  very  large  concession  to  the 
landlords,  the  object  being  to  encourage 
them  to  remain  resident  in  Ireland.  But 
at  the  same  time  they  ought  not  to  enable 
absentee  landlords  by  a  transaction 
of  that  kind  to  make  a  large  sum 
of  money  by  re-selling  his  demesne 
for  cash  after  he  had  re-purchased 
it  on  credit.  That  would  only  be  a 
premium  on  absenteeism.  They  did 
not  want  to  put  more  money  into  the 
pockets  of  those  landlords  who  drew  large 
sums  from  Ireland,  spent  the  money  eke- 
where,  and  never  contributed  a  farthing 
towards  the  encouragement  of  local  in- 
dustries, or  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  people.  There  were 
landlords  drawing  £10,000,  £15,000  and 
£20,000  a  year  from  Ireland  who  had 
not  been  'v>  the  country  for  twenty-five 
or  th»«^^  years.  Lord  Clanricarde,  for 
instance,  had  not  set  foot  in  Ireland  since 
1873,  yet  all  that  time  he  had  been  draw- 
ing £25,000  yearly  from  the  country,  and 
he  had  absolutely  refused  to  give  one 
farthing  back.  He  desired  that  the  cases 
of  these  men  should  be  separated  from 
the  case  of  genuine  resident  landlords. 
He  only  asked  the  Committee  to  accept 
the  principle.  He  was  quite  willing  to 
agree  to  any  Amendment  to  vary  the 
term  of  six  months  mentioned  in  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  13,  after  the  word '  owner ' 
to  insert  the  words  •  who  for  five  years  prior 
to  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  been  resident 
for  more  than  six  months  of  each  year  in 
Ireland.'"— (^r.  T.  P.  O'Connor.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*SiB  JOHN  COLOMB  pointed  out  the 
difficulty  of  defining  who  was  a  non- 
resident landlord.  Tne  hon.  Member,  of 
aU  men,  ought  to  remember  the  large 
number    of     Irishmen    whose    brilb'ant 


careers  in  the  Army,  the  Navy,  tiie 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  and  the 
Civil  Service  made  it  impossible  for  them 
to  spend  half  the  year  iu  Ireland.  Were 
these  men  to  be  penalised  because  they 
had  not  remainea  idle  at  home  1  The 
Amendment  could  hardly  be  seriously 
intended,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  the 
discussion  of  more  important  questions. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the 
principle  of  the  clause  ought  to  be  con- 
ceded, although  the  State  ought  not  to 
lend  money  to  men  who  did  not  need  it 
or  ask  for  it.  There  were  not  very  many 
of  these  distinguished  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  diplomats  mentioned  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  bad  demesnes  in 
Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  Oh, 
yes,  there  are.  There  are  two  close  by 
my  place. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  doubted  if  there 
were  many  of  that  class  who  wanted  the 
money.  If  the  principle  of  the  Amend- 
ment were  approved  they  ought  to  modify 
the  provision  as  to  the  six  months' 
residence  every  year. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  I  am  quite 
willing  to  lessen  the  period. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  was  glad  to 
hear  that.  He  was  simply  contending 
for  the  principle,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances he  would  be  inclined  to  suppotr 
the  hon  Member's  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  this  was  a  very 
important  Amendment  so  far  as  the 
principle  was  concerned.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  dwelt  with  great  force  on 
the  scarcity  of  land  which  would  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  for 
the  purpose  of  enlarging  holdings.  Now, 
there  were  m  Ireland  a  considerable 
number  of  derelict  estates  and  demesnes, 
and  it  would  be  deplorable  if  they  were 
prevented  from  the  possibility  of  passing 
into  the  hands  of  the  Estates  Cfommis- 
sioners  or  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
What  had  occurred  in  the  case  of  the 
Dillon  Estate  Y  Neither  Lord  Dillon  nor 
his  father,  had  ever  used  the  residence  on 
that  estate,  and  he  doubted  if  they 
visited  it  more  than  once  in  ten  years. 


Q  2 
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Very  wisely,  when  he  had  the  chance 
Lord  Dillon  sold  the  whole  estate,  and 
part  of  the  demesne  was  used  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enlarging  the  holdings  of  the 
surrounding  tenants.  The  next  re- 
sult would  be  that  the  poor  tenantry 
would  have  no  chance  at  all.  Was 
that  a  reasonable  use  to  put  public 
money  to  ?  He  considered  the  concession 
of  allowing  the  landlords  to  sell  their 
demesnes  for  their  full  cash  value  and 
purchase  them  back  again  was  a  very  big 
concession.  He,  however,  did  not  oppose 
it  in  the  case  of  any  landlord  who  could 
be  held  to  be  a  resident  landlord,  or  of 
any  man  who  desired  to  use  a  demesne 
for  himself  and  his  family.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  distinguished 
Irish  soldiers  and  civil  servants  who 
might  wish  to  return  to  Ireland.  He 
would  not  dream  of  opposing  purchase  in 
their  case ;  but  theie  were  in  Ireland  a 
large  number  of  demesnes  which  had  not 
been  used  as  residence  for  many  years 
and  which  were  derelict.  It  was  most 
desirable  that  they  should  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  or  of  the  Con- 
gested District  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  surrounding  small  holdings; 
and  it  would  be  deplorable  if  the  Com- 
missioners were  to  lose  all  chance  of 
getting  possession  of  demesnes  of  that 
kind.  He  would  rather  give  a  special 
bonus  in  such  cases,  in  order  that  the 
land  might  be  available  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  small  holdings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment would,  on  consideration,  see  that 
it  was  scarcely  workable. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  that  he 
offered  to  modify  the  Amendment  if  its 
principle  were  accepted. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  in  addition 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  select  any 
form  of  words  which  would  define 
rationally  what  a  resident  landlord  was. 
Everyone  would  admit  it  to  be  desirable 
that  a  landlord  who  had  lived  in  the 
country,  and  who  intended  to  live  in  the 
country,  shoukl  be  able  to  purchase,  and 
also  that  it  was  even  more  desirable  to 
sell  to  men  who  hereafter  would  reside 
in  Ireland.  It  was  said,  however,  that 
some  persons  would  b<iy  who   did  not 

'     Mr.DiUon. 


intend  to  reside.  He  thought  that  this 
was  an  unsubstantial  argument,  for  why 
should  any  man  wish  to  buy  who  did 
not  intend  to  reside  t  [An  Hon.  Membiik  : 
To  seU.]  First  of  all,  such  a  purchaser 
could  not  sublet,  and  purchasers  were 
not  likely  to  flock  from  different  parts 
of  the  world  in  order  to  buy  property 
which  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
peasant  proprietors.  As  to  buying 
demesnes  as  a  speculation,  he  thought 
that  was  one  of  the  most  visionary 
notions  it  was  possible  to  entertain. 

Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 
said  he  had  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment to  reject  the  clause.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  that  the  demesne  lands 
should  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
tenants  upon  them.  When  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Bill  was  brought  in  in  1886 
demesnes  were  left  out  altogether.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  British  taxpayer 
should  be  asked  to  advance  money  for 
the  purchase  of  demesnes.  He  could 
understand  the  British  taxpayer  lending 
money  to  buy  out  small  tenants  ia 
Ireland ;  but  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  be  called  upon  to  find  money  for 
other  purposes.  It  was  proposed  that 
the  Land  Commission  should  buy  up  tiie 
landlords'  demesnes,  and  sell  them  back 
to  the  landlords  again. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled,  on  this  Amendment,  to 
enter  on  a  general   discussion  of    the 

clause.^^  ■ 

Mr.  ASHTON  said  that  in  that  case 
he  would  reserve  his  remarks. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  as  regarded 
the  merits  of  the  clause  the  Irish 
Members  on  both  sides  were  entirely 
agreed.  The  general  object  of  the  clause, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  to  enable  land- 
lords who  desired  to  reside  on  their 
property  in  Ireland  to  do  so.  With  that 
proposal  he  entirely  and  cordially 
agreed,  because  not  only  would  it  enable 
Irishmen — and  after  all  landlords  were 
Irishmen — to  live  in  their  native  land 
and  discharge  their  duties  in  connection 
with  local  affairs,  but  it  would  also 
enable  them  to  spend  in  Ireland  the 
money  they  would  derive  from  the  sale 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


473 


Iruh 


{24  Junk  1903} 


Land  Bill. 


474 


of  their  land  Then  the  question  was 
whether  it  was  desirable  to  impose  these 
re-trictions  in  connection  with  an  object 
which  was  admittedly  desirable.  He 
submitted  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
restrictions  proposed  were  not  practically 
possiMe.  Again,  they  all  knew  that  in 
tiie  course  of  the  last  few  years  there 
were  certain  Irish  landlords  who,  for 
reasons  on  which  he  would  not  now 
enter,  were  unaUe  to  live  in  Ireland  ; 
and  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  in 
the  new  period  of  peace  and  harmony 
which  he  trusted  would  result  from  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  that  those  landlords 
would  be  able  to  return  to  Ireland  and 
live  there.  If  the  Amendment  were 
accepted  they  would,  however,  be  shut 
out  from  the  operation  of  the  clause. 
He  sympathised  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Scotland  Division  in  not  desiring 
to  give  Lord  Clanricarde  an  opportunity 
of  porchasins  his  demesne ;  but,  as  he 
understood  the  clause,  it  was  not  com- 
pulsory on  the  Land  Commission  to  pur- 
chase the  landlord's  demesne.  The  Com- 
missioners would  have  a  certain  amoimt 
of  discretion. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOK  said  that  if  the 
discretion  were  made  quite  clear  he 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

♦Mr.  butcher  said  that  the  words 
in  the  Bill  were  "may  purchase."  He 
ventured  to  suggest  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  Amendment  was  not  work- 
able; but  he  hoped  it  would  be  made 
clear  that  some  discretion  would  be 
given  to  the  Land  Commission  in  certain 
cases. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said  that  if  the 
discretion  of  the  Land  Commission  were 
made  perfectly  clear  he  would  be  satis- 
fied. He  did  not  stand  by  the  exact 
words  of  his  Amendment.  The  clause 
was  intended  to  encourage  landlords  to 
reside  in  Ireland,  and  absentee  landlords 
should  not  be  allowed  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  Connaught  was  a  country  of 
derelict  mansions  and  dereUct  estates. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  referred  to  one  case  where  the 
residence  had  not  been  used,  or  usable, 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years,  the 
demesne  being  let  to  graziers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite  in 
accord    with    the    Irish     Members    in 


the  object  they  had  in  view  in  en- 
deavouring to  obtain  land  in  order  to 
increase  small  holdings,  and  a  clause 
such  as  that  before  the  Committee 
would  probably  defeat  their  purpose. 
He  was  rather  surprised  at  the  speech 
of  the  Attorney-General.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  kind  enough  to  give  him 
a  lecture  on  law  the  other  ni^t.  He 
would  return  the  oom|diment  by  giving 
him  a  lecture  on  letters,  and  telling  him 
that  ever  since  the  days  of  Maria  Edge- 
worth  everyone  in  Ireland  knew  what 
was  meant  by  an  absentee  landlord.  If 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  would  give 
them  an  assurance  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  make  a  distinction  between 
absentee  landlords  and  resident  landlords, 
he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  fully 
recognised  that  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
stand  by  the  exact  terms  of  his  Amend- 
ment, but  would  not  any  attempt  to  define 
what  a  resident  landlord  was  give 
umbrage  to  the  whole  class  of  landlords  t 
Could  they  find  any  term  which  would 
not  sweep  away  at  one  blow  the  hope, 
perhaps  long  cherished  by  the  landlord, 
to  live  at  home,  and  would  it  not  be  open 
to  landlords  to  say  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  come  to  a  hasty  decision 
on  this  point?  Further,  would  it  not 
place  an  obstruction  in  the  very  path 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to 
follow  1  Might  it  not  be  a  point  of  honour 
with  Irish  landlords  not  to  sell,  because 
certain  landlords  were  debarred  from 
entering  into  their  property  in  full  t 
Tbey  were  asked  by  the  Land  Confer- 
ence to  allow  a  free  deal  between  land- 
lord and  tenant ;  but  if  this  clause  had 
not  been  brought  in,  the  landlord  who 
arranged  a  sale  himself  would  be  penal- 
ised as  against  the  landlord  who  sold 
to  the  Land  Commission.  Again,  there 
were  cases  in  which  the  landlord  could 
not  sell  to  his  tenants  unless  by  some 
such  transaction  as  that  which  would 
be  governed  by  this  clause.  Certain 
sums  of  money  were  liberated;  and  in 
those  cases  the  efiective  operation  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  to  stop  the  sale. 
If  they  were  not  to  handicap  free 
bargaining  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  then  the  clause  should  stand. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  there  ought  to 
be  some  discretion.  There  was  discre- 
tion. Under  another  clause  the  Com- 
missioners  would  have  power  to  define 
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what  an  estate  was.  If  a  landlord 
desired  to  retain,  sa^,  3,000  acres  in  his 
own  hands,  the  Commissioners  might 
decide  that  the  bargain  was  not  good 
enough,  and  they  might  make  it  a 
condition  that  they  should  be  given, 
say,  500  acres  more  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  small  holdings. 

Mk  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  as  he  saw 
no  chance  of  convincing  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  he  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  he  was  about  to  move  was 
to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  Land 
Commission  had  power  to  purchase 
demesne  land  not  only  in  cases  where 
the  landlord  sold  to  his  tenants,  but 
also  in  cases  where  the  landlord  sold  to 
the  Land  Commission  itself.  That  power 
was  implied  in  other  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
but  it  did  not  seem  to  be  clear  in  this 
case.  In  Clauses  1  and  3  the  word 
"  estate  "  did  not  include  demesne  land, 
while  if  it  was  said  that  in  Clause  5  the 
Land  Commission  had  power  to  purchase 
demesne  land  from  the  landlord  under 
the  words  "  purchase  the  estate "  his 
answer  was  that  the  word  had  a 
different  meaning  from  that  in  Clauses 
1  and  3.  His  only  object  was  to 
make  the  point  quite  clear,  and  he 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  13,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word, '  baa,'  to  the  third  '  the,'  in  line  15,  and 
insert  'agreed  to  Bell  the  estate  under  the 
Lands  Purchase  Acts  to  the  Land  Commission 
or  otherwise.' "  —(Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  placed  this 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  under  a  mis- 
conception. The  case  of  the  sale  of  an 
estate  embracing  the  demesne  to  the 
Land  Commission  was  dealt  with  in  Sub- 
section (2)  of  this  clause.  Sub-section  (1) 
dealt  only  with  the  case  of  a  landlord 
who  had  made  arrangements  with  his 
tenants,  and  it  was  inserted  in  onler 
that  the  landlord  should  not  suffer  by 
adopting    that    method    of    procedure. 

Mr.  fFyndham. 


If  there  was  any  discrepancy  it  arose 
from  the  fact  that  he  had  drafted  this 
sub-section  from  the  Bill  of  last  year  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Land  Conference, 
and  the  general  desire  in  Ireland  that  a 
man  who  made  his  own  arrangements 
with  his  tenants  should  not  lose  the 
advantage  possessed  by  the  man  who 
sold  his  estate  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  term  to  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  under- 
stood the  point  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  to  be  that,  whereas  Sub-sec- 
tion (2)  said — 

"  Where  a  parcel  of  an  estate  purchased  by 
the  Land  Commission  is  resold  to  the  vendor 

there  was  no  power  in  the  Bill  enabling 
the  Land  Oommission  to  purchase. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  pointed  out  that  it 
was  no  use  endeavouring  to  raise 
questions  appertaining  to  sales  to  the 
Land  Commission  on  a  sub-section 
dealing  with  sales  other  than  to  the 
Land  Commission.  Sub-section  (1) 
dealt  only  with  cases  in  which  the  iantl- 
lord  did  not  sell  to  the  Land  Commission. 
If  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  what 
happened  when  he  did  sell  to  the  Com- 
mission, the  point  should  be  discussed 
on  Sub-section  (2). 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  it  was  mainly  a 
matter  of  drafting,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  satisfied  that  the  Land 
Commission  had  power,  without  the 
Amendment,  to  purchase  demesne  land, 
he  was  quite  content. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr  TULLY  mogred  an  Amendment 
which,  with  a  subsequent  Amendment 
lower  on  the  Paper,  would  enable  the 
Land  Commission,  in  the  case  referred 
to  in  the  clause,  to  purchase  "land  in 
bis  (the  landlord's)  own  use  within  a 
mile  of  his  residence  "  instead  of  "  land 
in  his  occupation  and  adjacent  to  the 
estate."  He  explained  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  directed  against  the  eleven 
months'  system.  At  present  lancUords 
who  had  grazing  land  let  out  on  eleven 
months'  tenancies  were  technically  and 
legally  in  occupation  of  that  land,  so  that 
unless  the  clause  were  amended  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  Amendment 
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all  the  professions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  anxiety  to  have  the 
available  land  divided  amongst  the 
tenants  of  the  smaller  holdings  would  go 
icnr  nought.  The  Bishops  of  Connaught 
had  considered  this  question,  and  at  a 
meeting,  over  which  the  Archbishop  of 
Tuam  presided,  the  following  resolution 
was  passed: 

"  That  no  landlord  should  be  enabled  out  of 
pnblie  money  practically  to  purohase  from 
nimaelf  any  land  outaide  hU  residential 
demesne,  nor  shoald  any  persons  be  allowed 
to  purchase  non-reeidential  holdings  except  on 
condition  of  making  them  residential,  and  the 
money  granted  for  this  purpose  shoald  not  in 
any  case  exceed  £10,000. 

He  contended  that  unless  the 
right  hon.  Gkntleman  struck  out 
the  word  "occupation"  and  inserted 
the  words  he  proposed  he  would 
not  be  acting  in  accordance  with  public 
opinion  in  uie  West  of  Ireland.  The 
graong  lands  in  Roscommon  were  all  in 
the  occupation  of  the  landlords,  being  let 
on  the  eleven  months'  grazing  system, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  intended  that  lands  of  that 
description  should  be  sold  under  this 
clause  and  the  smaller  tenants  deprived  of 
the  chajice  of  securing  the  land.  He 
hraed  the  Chief  Secretary  would  be 
able  to  make  this  further  concession. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word 
■*  occupation,'  and  insert    '  own    use.'  " — (Mr. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'occupation '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  if  he 
^teceded  to  the  request  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber he  would  defeat  the  object  of  the 
hon.  Member,  his  own  object,  and  the 
object  of  the  Bishops  of  Connaught. 
The  clause  provided  "the  Land  Com- 
mission may  purchase  from  him  any 
demesne  or  other  land  in  his  occupa- 
tion." If  he  accepted  the  Amendment  the 
Land  Commission  would  not  be  able  to 
buy  anything  except  the  demesne,  and 
the  land  in  the  occupation  of  the  landlord 
would  remain  unbought.  That  could 
not  be  the  hon.  Member's  intention. 
The  desire  was  that  the  Land  Commission 
should  secure  such  land,  and  then,  as  the 
clause  went  on  to  provide,  re-sell  the 
whole  or  purt  of  it  to  the  landlord,  but  it 


was  necessary  that  the  Commission 
should  obtain  the  whole  of  it  if  they 
were  to  carry  out  any  of  the  objects  of 
the  clause. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  did  not  pre- 
tend wholly  to  understand  the  Western 
question,  but  it  was  one  thing  to  say  that 
the  Land  Commission  might  purchase 
lands  in  a  man's  occupation,  but  an 
entirely  different  thing  to  say  they  might 
purchase  land  in  a  man's  use.  The  word 
in  the  clause  was  "  occupation,"  and  that 
would  include  the  land  let  out  by  these 
Connaught  landlords  on  the  eleven 
months'  system.  Was  that  desirable  1 
The  object  of  his  hon.  friend  was  to 
limit  the  provision  to  cases  where  the 
landlord  had  attached  to  his  demesne  a 
home  park  or  land  of  which  he  was  in 
"  effective  "  occupation.  If  the  land  was 
let  for  twelve  months  the  landlord 
would  not  get  the  benefit  of  the  clause, 
but  because  it  was  let  for  eleven  months 
the  landlord  was  to  be  allowed  to  have  the 
benefit  of  State  credit  to  acquire  the  land 
into  his  own  hands,  and  having  so  ac- 
quired it,  to  become  a  fresh  landlord. 
He  desired  to  prevent  the  re-starting  of 
landlordism  in  connection  with  these 
eleven  months'  lettings.  If  the  landlord 
was  in  effective  occupation  of  his  demesne 
and  of  land  adjacent  thereto  he  was 
welcome  to  work,  use,  and  enjoy  it 
But  his  hon.  friend  had  taken  a  very 
acute  point  which  would  not  have  occurred 
to  anybody  who  was  not  intimately 
acquainted  with  these  lettings,  and  had 
pointed  out  that  there  were  many  land- 
lords who  were  not  in  effective  occupation, 
but  who  enjoyed  rentals  out  of  these 
"  floating "  tenancies  on  the  eleven 
months'  system.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
his  hon.  friend,  who  lived  in  the  heart 
of  the  district  chiefly  concerned,  had  put 
down  an  Amendment  which  went  to  the 
root  of  the  question,  and  be  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  he  had  not 
taken  up  a  definite  position  on  the  matter, 
would  give  the  point  his  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  they  had 
no  objection  to  a  landlord's  getting  back 
his  demesne  and  the  land  which  was  in 
his  own  use  and  occupation,  but  they  did 
object  to  his  getting  hold  of  the  land 
which  he  let  out  to  graziers.  He  was  not 
sure,  however,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's clause  did  not  meet  their  view, 
because  at  the  end  of  the  sub-sections 
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there  came  the  words  "may  resell  the 
whole  or  any  portion"  to  the  landlord. 
Did  that  mean  that  the  Land  Commission 
had  the  right  to  refuse  to  resell  to  the 
landlord  land  which  was  not  ii^  his 
demesne,  and  was  not  in  his  own  use  and 
occupation,  but  was  lot  for  grazing 
purposes  1 

Mr.  TULLY  was  afraid  the  Chief 
Secretary  did  not  know  much  about  the 
condition  of  things  in  Roscommon,  Mayo, 
or  the  other  grazing  counties.  Lord 
Dudley  was  now  living  in  Eoscommon, 
and  it  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
consult  him  he  would  find  that  this 
Amendment  would  remove  a  very  real 
blot  on  the  Bill.  The  castle  where  Lord 
Dudley  was  living  could,  under  the  terms 
of  the  Bill,  be  sold  to  the  owners  of  the 
estate ;  but  they  owned  also  three-fourths 
of  the  plains  of  Boyle,  which  were  let  on 
eleven  months'  tenancies  as  grazing  lands. 
L''nder  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the 
owners  of  the  estate  could  buy  not  only 
Rockingham  demesne  but  also  three- 
fourths  of  the  plains  of  Boyle.  In  that 
case,  where  were  the  small  farmers  of  the 
district  to  get  any  land  on  which  to 
settle  1 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  was  afraid  they 
were  somewhat  at  cross  purposes. 
Whenever  he  found  himself  in  disagree- 
ment with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Louth  on  a  drafting  point  he 
felt  the  matter  required  to  be  looked  at. 
But  in  any  case  this  Amendment  was 
proposed  at  a  point  which  dealt  with  the 
Land  Commission  buying  land,  whereas 
it  should  come  in  the  provision  relating 
to  the  selling  of  the  land,  so  that  by 
accepting  the  Amendment  he  would 
prevent  the  Land  Commission  acquiring 
land  which  was  necessary  for  the  objects 
they  had  at  heart.  It  was  clear  that 
the  Amendment  could  not  come  in  at 
this  point  because  the  Commission  must 
have  the  option  of  buying  the  land. 
Further  on  they  would  come  to  the  words 
"  may  resell  the  whole  or  any  portion." 
The  arguments  of  hon.  Members  opposite 
had  all  been  directed  to  showing  there 
must  be  a  limitation  placed  on  the 
discretion  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
re-selling,  not  on  their  power  of  buying, 
and  when  they  came  tq  the  words  he  had 
quoted  the  matter  could  be  further  argued 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  fettering  the  dis- 

Mr.  T.  P.  ffConmr. 


'  cretion  of  the  Land  Commission  in  so 
intricate  a  matter.  The  Commission  had 
many  methods  for  entering  into  arrange- 
ments satisfactory  to  all  parties,  but  ne 
questioned  whether  it  would  be  wise  to 
say  that  they  would  not  sell  to  the  land- 
lord any  property  of  a  certain  description 
under  any  circumstances. 


Mr.  DILLON  agreed  with  the  view  as 
to  drafting  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  to  put  some  words 
into  the  clause  to  prevent  the  grazing 
lands  from  being  resold  without  a  dis- 
cretion being  given  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission. He  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  discuss  the  matter  on  the 
question  of  resale. 

Mr.  T.  M:  HEALY  admitted  that 
technically  the  Chief  Secretary  might  be 
right,  but  insisted  that  the  effect  of  the 
clause  would  be  that  the  Land  Commission 
might  resell  to  the  landlord,  and  there- 
fore recreate  and  reconstitute  the  exact 
condition  of  affairs  which  was  objected  to 
by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Leitrim.  He  thought  they  had  made  a 
good  point.  He  did  not  think  land  let 
ror  eleven  months  ought  to  be  repurchased 
by  the  estate  owners  and  resold  to  the 
landlord.  That  would  be  a  real  genuine 
grievance.  Take  for  example  a  Connaught 
landlord  with  his  land  let  upon  the  eleven 
months'  system.  His  land  mixht  be 
repurchased  and  he  might  then  do  as  he 
pleased.  He  was  surprised  that  his  hon. 
friends  did  not  protest  against  that 
proposal,  because  it  was  the  Connaught 
land  grievance.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
every  Connaught  man  in  that  House 
ought  to  rise  up  and  support  his  hon. 
friend  in  protesting  against  this  clause. 
This  clause  enabled  the  Connaught 
landlord  to  buy  back  his  eleven  months' 
tenancies  and  establish  eleven  months' 
lettings  with  the  sanction  and  the 
money  of  the  British  Government. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  it 
seemed  to  be  assumed  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  that  the  I^nd  Gommiasion 
instead  of  taking  steps  to  increase  hold- 
ings in  the  west  of  Ireland  was  about  to 
do  the  contrary.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  anybody  imagined  [that  the  Land 
Commission  would  deliberately  resell  to 
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the  landlords  considerable  lands  which 
•everbodj  admitted  should  be  as  far  as 
possible  distributed  amongst  the  people 
in  the  West  of  Ireland  whose  holdings 
were  inadequate.  If  there  was  the 
slighteet  chance  of  doing  that  everybody 
would  be  in  favour  of  an  Amendment  to 
guard  against  it.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  told  them  that  the  Land  Commission 
had  no  such  intention,  but  on  the  con- 
trary that  they  acquired  those  lands  not 
to  resell  them  to  the  landlords  but  to 
increase  the  number  of  holdings  in  the 
West  of  Ireland. 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  was 
not  the  propel  point  at  which  to  deal 
with  the  question.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  had  explained  that 
he  had  only  introduced  the  Amendment 
at  this  stage  in  order  to  raise  a  discus- 
sion on  the  point.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  thought  the  Amendment 
might  be  withdrawn.  There  was  no 
<loubt  that  the  Commissioners  would  not 
buy  eleven  months'  grazing  land  merely 
to  resell  it  to  the  landlords  except  in  a 
•certain  case  which  might  arise.  Suppos 
ing  they  put  in  a  statutory  prohibition 
on  the  resale  of  any  such  land  and  t  here 
was  a  poor  landlord  with  his  estate 
heavily  mortgaged  who  would  not  sell 
unless  he  would  get  enough  money  to 
pay  off  his  mortgage.  By  putting  in  a 
prohibition  of  this  kind  they  might 
prevent  the  sale  of  such  estates. 
Although  he  agreed  with  the  object  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
put  in  a  rigid  restriction.  He  felt  sure 
the  Commissioners  would  use  their 
discretion  to  carry  out  the  object  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  in 
view. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY,  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  the  matter  would  be 
reconsidered,  advised  his  hon.  friend  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Me.  TULLY  said  he  did  not  want  to 
liave  any  particular  honour  or  glory  for 
it,  and  was  quite  willing  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  and  hand  it  over  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  "  adjacent 
to,"  to  insert  "  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of."  — 
IMr.  Herbert  Robertson). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  he  would 
only  formally  move  his  Amendment,  be- 
cause he  was  convinced  from  the  speed i 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  his  proposal 
was  in  the  wrong  place,  and  would  in- 
terfere with  the  power  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  buy;  his  object  was  onlv 
to  limit  their  discretion  as  to  reselling. 
This  might  be  a  Gonnaught  problem,  but 
it  was  also  an  Irish  problem.  There 
were  many  cases  all  over  Ireland  where 
landlords  had  let  large  portionsof  their  dc- 
mesneasgrazing  land,  and  that  wasan  evil 
which  they  would  have  to  press  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  formally 
proposed  his  Amendment  in  order  to 
make  his  position  clear.  As  a  Connaught 
man  he  did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
vent the  Land  Commission  from  buying. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  formally  consider  this  question. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  \i-  e  17,  after  the  word  '  estate.' 
to  insert  the  words  '  provided  that  no  part  of 
said  last-mentioned  land  has,  during  the  five 
years  pric*  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  been  let 
for  the  purposes  of  pasture  or  upon  any  agre';- 
ment  for  agistment  or  temporary  depastnrage 
of  same.'"— (^r.  T.  P.  O'Connor.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  TULLY  hoped  it  would  be  clearly 
understood  that  eleven  months'  lands 
would  be  outside  the  power  of  the  land- 
lords to  repurchase.  Like  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Scotland  Division,  he 
had  put  down  his  Amendment  in  the 
wrong  place. 

Mr.  DILLON  suggested  that  the  case 
might  be  met  by  giving  the  Commission 
power  to  resell  the  demesne  and  such 
portions  of  the  other  land  as  in  their 
judgment  was  not  necessary  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  holding  or  the  creation 
of  new  holdings.     That,   he   submitted, 
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would  meet  the  difficulty  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  leaving  absolute 
discretion  to  the  Commission,  and  giving 
them  an  indication  of  what  was  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  He  mentioned  this 
by  way  of  a  suggestion  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  consider  between 
now  and  the  Report  stage.  It  would  be 
a  real  catastrophe  if  owners  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  rich  grazing  land 
were  able  to  buy  the  land  back  at  a  cheap 
rate  under  the  Bill  after  selling  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  cordially 
supported  the  suggestion    of    the  hon 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  and  he  had  made 
a  suggestion  which  was  well  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  his  view  was 
that  the  matter  might  very  well  be  left 
to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  But  he  was  pre- 
pared to  consider  whether  on  the  Beport 
stage — though  he  did  not  pledge  himself 
to  it — words  might  not  be  introduced 
such  as  "  having  in  view  the  wants  and 
circumstances  of  the  neighbourhood." 

*SiK  JOHN  COLOMB  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  remember  the  economic 
value  of  large  grazing  lands  to  small  occu- 
piers. This  was  a  serious  question  affecting 
the  farming  industry.  Therefore  he  asked 
his  right  hon.  friend  to  be  extremely 
careful  in  giving  what  was  asked  for  by 
hon.  Members  opposite,  and  he  entreated 
him  to  also  look  into  the  other  side  of 
the  question  connected  with  grazing  lands. 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  got  cattle 
largely  from  Ireland,  and  it  did  not  suit 
these  countries  to  get  cattle  under  two 
years  old.  The  small  occupiers  were 
mostly  dairy  farmers,  and  they  could  not 
keep  the  cattle  they  bred  beyond  a  year. 
If  anyone  attended  a  fair  in  Kerry,  or 
Mr.  Dillm. 


any  of  the  congested  districts,  tenants 
would  be  seen  driving  to  the  fair  their 
young  cattle.  Who  were  the  buyers  at 
those  fairs  t  Why,  the  Irish  graziers  and 
big  farmers,  who  kept  the  cattle  until 
they  were  ready  for  the  English  and 
Scotch  markets. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  agreed  with 
a  great  deal  that  had   been  said,  but  he 
did  not  think  anything  that  had  been 
said  raised  the  large  issue  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON 

moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words- 
■  and  the  land  so  re-sold  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  unes  and  trusts  other  than  uses  and  trusts 
in  favonrof  mortgagees  andchargeeaandowner» 
of  superior  and  intervening  interests  as  the  land 
was  subject  to  at  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the 
Land  Commission. ' " — (Mr.  Herbert  Mobertton. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  It  appeared  t» 
him  that  the  object  they  had  in  view 
would  be  in  a  large  measure  defeated  if 
the  Amendment  were  adopted.  He 
should  not  himself  have  asked  the 
House  to  do  what  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed— namely  to  advance  public  money- 
at  3J  per  cent,  in  order  to  buy  a  man's 
property  and  then  sell  it  back  to  him, 
thereby  increasing  the  prospective  specu- 
lative value  of  the  property. 

Mk.  HERBERTROBERTSONthought 
this  wasa  very  important  point.  Itseemed 
to  him  clear  that  the  landlord  couk!  not 
put  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  th» 
demesne  into  his  own  pocket.    What  h» 
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suggested  was  that  in  additioa  to  the 
money  coming  into  the  settlement,  as 
the  Attorney-General  had  admitted  it 
must  do,  the  property  acquired  by  re- 
purchaae  should  be  on  behalf  of  the 
trust  estate. 

Mb.  T.  Bl  HEALY  said  this  seemed  to 
him  to  be  naturally  a  point  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Irish  Party 
wanted  the  Qovernment  to  get  this 
clause  passed  to-night.  This  was  the 
House  of  Commons — the  people's  House. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mb.  ASHTON  moved  an  Amendment 
of  which  Mr.  Ghanning  had  given 
notice  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2.  He 
could  not  but  think  that  English 
Members  did  not  thoroughly  recognise 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  sub- 
auction.  It  proposed  to  allow  the  Land 
Commission  to  buy  demesne  land  and 
then  sell  it  back  to  the  landowner,  sub- 
ject to  repayments  of  the  price  by  instal- 
ments extending  over  sixty-eight  and 
a  half  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
ho.  woukl  become  absolute  owner.  What 
would  happen  in  the  meantime  1  At 
tlie  date  of  the   purchase  by  the  Land 


of  £160  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of  68^ 
years  have  the  land  as  wdl  aa  the 
capital  It  seemed  to  him  that  that 
was  a  very  remarkable  proposal.  He 
thought  any  British  landowner  would 
be  very  glad  to  deal  with  his  land  on  the 
same  terms.  He  could  not  see  why 
Irish  landowners  should  be  treated  on  a 
different  footing  from  English  land- 
owners. They  were  giving  an  abso- 
lutely needless  bonus  to  the  Irish  land- 
lorda  It  was  said  it  was  necessary  to  do 
this  in  order  to  free  them  from  the  mort- 
gage debts.  But  there  were  English  land- 
owners who  had  mortgageson  theirestates, 
and  if  Irish  landowners  were  to  be  freed, 
why  should  not  English  landowners  be 
freed  also  1 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section (2)." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
(2)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  hoped  the 
hon.  Member,  who  was  known  to  be  a 
friend  of  Ireland,  would  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  this  clause  passing  as  it  stood. 
It  was  unanimously  adopted  in  substance 
at  the  Conference  in  Dublin,  and  was 


Commission  the  landowner  would  receive  I  regarded  by  the  landlords  as  one  of  the 


piyment  of  the  price.  With  that  money 
the  landowner  would  be  able  to  make 
an  investment  at  3^  per  cent.,  and  sup- 
posing that  the  price  obtained  was 
£•20,000,  he  would  pay  £650  a  year. 
But  if  he  invested  the  money  at  3^  per 
cent.,  as  he  would  probaUy  be  able  to  do. 
he  would  receive  £700  a  year,  and  there- 
by make  a  profit  of  £50  a  year  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  nation.  If  he 
could  invest  the  money  at  4  per  cent.,  he 
would  receive  £800,  representing  a  profit 


most  important  portions  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  Nationalist 
Members  had  fought  the  landlords  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  and  they  wished 
them  to  get  something  out  of  the  settle- 
ment. They  wished  them  to  Uve  in 
peace  on  their  demesne,  and  to  become 
more  Irish  than  the  Irish  themselves. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  said  that  while  fuUy 
recognising  the  spirit  of  the  hon.  Member 
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-which  afforded  some  indication  of  hope  for 
future  peace  in  Ireland,  he  protested  on 
the  ordinary  grounds  of  common  sense 
Against  the  proposal  in  the  clause.  The 
Bill  practically  proposed  to  hand  back  to 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  the  whole  of  the 
rents  which  the  Land  Courts  had  declared 
to  be  unjust,  amounting  to  £30,000,000 
•or  £40,000,000.  In  addition  there  was 
this  preposterous  clause,  which  enabled 
the  Estates  Commissioners  under  the 
Bill  to  still  further  endow  the  landlords 
by  a  process  which  no  sane  man  would 
think  of  applying  to  embarrassed  estates 
in  this  country.  It  was  legislation  gone 
mad,  but  in  view  of  his  position  in  the 
House,  be  believed  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely useless  to  press  the  Amendment 
to  a  division. 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Mr.  TULLY,  who  had  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper,  said  Clause  4  was  an 
important  one,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
should  proceed  with  the  discussion  to- 
night They  had  got  through  a  good 
deal  of  business,  and  he  suggested  that 
they  should  now  report  Progress. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said,  as  his 
hon.  friend  desired  to  raise  the  point 
dealt  with  in  his  Amendment,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  discuss  it  fully  to-night. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next 

PATENT  OFFICE  EXTENSION  BILL. 

[Second  Riadino.] 
Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
asked  that  some  explanation  of  it  should 
be  given.  What  was  the  necessity  for  the 

Mr.  OJummng. 


ezteniion  of  the  premises  %  What  WM  to 
be  the  cost  of  the  Und  and  the  buildings  t 
And  had  plana  been  prepared  t 

Thb  FINANCIAL  SBCRETABY  to 
THB  TREASUBY  (Mr.  ElilOT.  Dur 
ham)  said  that  owing  to  the  inoreaie  of 
business  the  space  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Patent  Office  had  been  found  to  be  in- 
sufficient It  would  be  neoessary  to  house 
something  like  200  more  people.  He  was 
informed  that  the  land  would  ooet  abou( 
£70,000,  and  the  buildings  £40,000. 
No  more  was  being  done  than  was 
necessary  to  enable  the  greatly  increased 
business  to  be  overtaken. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  oom- 
mitted  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five 
Members,  three  to  be  nominated  by  the 
House,  and  two  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against 
the  Bill  presented  five  clear  days  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  be  referred 
to  the  Committee ;  that  the  Petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  thHr 
counsel,  or  agents,  be  heard  against  the 
Bill,  and  counsel  heard  in  support  iA  the 
BUI. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  "That  three  be  the  quorum." 

—{Mr.  Elliot.) 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  thiid  time  upon  Fridayi 


Adjourned  at  two  minntM  after 
Twelve  o'dook. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Chairman  of  Gouhittebs  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Pariiaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with  :—  Western  Valleys  (Monmoutlv 
shire)  Sewerage  Board. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Table. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill ; 
North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supfdy  Bill.  Examiner's  Certificates  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land 
Company  Bill  [h.l.].    Committed. 


^      Wirral  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].    Commons 
^^  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

I  Hampton   Court  Gas  Bill ;    Lochnell 

I  Estate    Bill     [h.l,].      Reported,     with 

^  Amendments. 

I 

I  Middlesborough  Corporation  Bill.  The 
Chairuan  of  (x>MHrnms  informed  the 
House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn.  The  orders  made  on 
Thursday  and  Tuesday  last  dischai^ed, 
and  Bill  committed. 


I     Gosport,  Fareham,  and  Gosham  Tram- 

^  ways  Bill  [H.u].     Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Amendments. 

>: 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill.  A 
witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].  A 
witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Conunittee. 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hamp- 
8tead  Railway  Bill.  The  King's  consent 
signified;  and  Bill  reported  from  the 
Sdect  Committee,  with  Ajnendments. 

VOL  CXXrv.     [Fourth  Skribs.] 


Great  Central  Railway  Bill.  Repor 
from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  oppo8iti(m 
thereto  having  been  withdrawn;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The 
orden  made  on  the  15th  of  May  and  the 
15th  of  June  last  discharged;  and  Bill 
committed. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order  made 
on  the  16th  day  of  March  last.  "That 
no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  BiU  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed;  the  Committee 
to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

Ipswich  Gas  Bill.  Read  3*,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill 
[H.L.].  Rsported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill  (No.  133) ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  ffiU  (No.  134) ; 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill  (No.  135) ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  (No.  136). 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  Read  1*; 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Forth  Navi^tion  Order  Confirmation 
Bill;  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill ;  Edinburgh  Corporation 
(Markets,  Slaughter-houses,  etc.)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill;  Graneemouth  Water 
Order  Confirmation  Bill;  Lanarkshire 
Electricity  and  Elefuse  Destruction  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  To  be  read  3»  to- 
morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
1)  Bill  [H.L.].  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  The  Amendments 

Proposed  by  the  Select  Committee  made : 
urther  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committee  negatived :  Report  of  Amend- 
ments to  be  received  on  Monday  next. 
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Gm  and  Water  Orders  Ck>iifirmation 
BUI  [h.l.1.  House  in  Committee  (accord- 
to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment: Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [h.l.].  Eead  3»  (according  to  Order) : 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6.)  Bill;  Local  Oovemment 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill. 
Bead  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed. 

Local  Grovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
Bill.  Amendment  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 
(No.  1)  Bill  [H.L.].  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to. 

Bickmanswor th  Gas  Bill  [h.l.  ] ;  Harro- 
gate Water  Bill  [h.l.]  Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments :  The  said  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates)  Bill  Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amend- 
ment agreed  ta 

Local  GoTemment  Provisional  Orders 
^No.  4)  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 


PETITIONS. 


ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL  [h.i.] 

Petitions  in  favour  of:  of  Roman 
Catholics  in  Bishopton ;  Bristol ;  Belling- 
liam,  Northumberland;  Malton  and 
"Norton ;  Everingham ;  Redcar  ;  Tarm ; 
Thirsk  ;  Leybum ;  Skipton ;  Scorton ; 
South  Bank;  Richmond;  Whitby; 
Wakefield  and  Ossett;  Pickering; 
Ampleforth  ;  Lartington  ;  St.  Wilfrid's, 
York;  St.  Mary's  Parish.  Hull;  St. 
Charies'  Parish,  Hull;  Eingston-on- 
HuH ;  Fulham  Palace  Road,  Hammer- 
flmith.  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


ROYAL  DKCLAKATION  BILL  [h.l.}. 

Petitions  against:  of  the  Imperial 
Protestant  Federation  (2);  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


DYSENTERY. 

Report  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Nature,  Pathology,  Causation,  and  Pie- 
.vention  of  Dysentery,  and  its  relation- 
ship to  enteric  fever  (appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  August, 
1900):  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PUBLIC  RECORDS    (OFFICE  OF  LAND 
REVENUE  RECORDS  AND  ENROI^ 

MENTS). 

Schedule  containing  a  list  and  particu- 
lars of  classes  of  documents  from  the 
Office  of  the  Land  Revenue  Records  and 
Enrolments  which  are  now  in  the  Public 
Record  Office,  but  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  value  to  justify  their  preserva- 
tion therein. 


RAILWAYS     CONSTRUCTION    FACILI- 
TIF.S    ACT,  1864. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  an 
application  made  during  the  year  1902, 
under  the  Railways  Construction 
Facilities  Act,  1864,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  respect 
thereto. 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES  POWERS 
ACT,  1864. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  on 
applications  made  during  the  year  1902 
under  the  Railway  Companies  Powers 
Act,  1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  respect  thereto. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACTS,  1882-1890 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  respect- 
ing the  applications  to  and  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts.  1882-1890.  during  the 
past  year. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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EDUCATION  (BORROWING)  BILL, 
House  in    Ck>ininittee    (according    to 
Order):  Bill  repoited  without  Amend- 
meat ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Coamiittee. 

FINANCE  BILL. 

Bead  1* ;  to  he  minted ;  and  to  be  read 
2»  to-morrow  (The  Lord  President 
(D.  Devonshire) ) ;  and  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order 
to  its  being  dispensed  with.     (No.  132.) 

CONDITION  OF  HOLYBOOD  PALACK 

Thk  first  commissioner  of 
WORKS  (Lord  Windsor):  My  Lords, 
I  wish  to  make  a  personal  statement 
with  reference  to  the  discussion  about 
the  condition  of  Holyrood  Palace  which 
took  place  on  Monday  last.  Some  mis- 
apprehension appears  to  exist  as  to  what 
actually  passed  between  the  Lord  High 
Commisaioner  and  the  Office  of  Works, 
owing  to  part  of  one  letter  only  having 
been  quoted  in  this  House.  On  re- 
consideration of  the  matter,  and  in  order 
to  clear  it  up,  I  think  it  is  right  to  lay 
the  correspondence,  and  the  Reports  to 
which  it  refers,  upon  the  Table.        .    jj 

The  Eabl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Will  that 
include  the  note  from  Sir  Schomberg 
M'Donndl  1       u  . 

Lord  WINDSOR:  It  will  include  that 
letter. 

CONTRACTS  (INDIA  OFFICE)  BILI-. 

[Second  Reaoino.] 

Order^  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  UJUNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke)  :  My  Lords,  by  Section  5  of  the 
Government  of  India  Act,  1859 — 

"  All  contracts  in  writing  entered  into  by 
•tiie  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  with  the  oon- 
-correnoe  of  a  majority  of  votes  at  a  meeting 
may  be  expressed  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  under  that  designation  and 
if  such  as  made  between  private  persona  would 
be  by  law  required  to  be  under  seal  may  be 
made  varied  or  discharged  under  the  hands 
and  seals  of  two  members  of  the  Council  or  if 
«neh  as  if  made  between  private  persons  would 
be  by  law  required  to  be  signed  by  the  parties 
to  be  charged  therewith  may  be  made  varied 
or  discharged  under  the  hands  of  two 
jnembera  of  the  Comicil  and  the  benefit  and 
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liability  of  such  contract  shall  pass  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Conncil  for  the  time 
being." 

Speaking  generally  the  mode  of  contract- 
ing provided  by  this  Section  is  strictly 
followed  with  regard  to  contracts  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council.  There  are  some  contracts, 
especially  those  for  the  purchase  of  goods 
and  for  freight,  in  whicm  the  observance 
of  the  formalities  laid  down  by  the  section 
would  in  a  business  sense  be  impossible. 
Tenders  have  to  be  invited  and  accepted 
and  acted  upon  with  a  promptitude  to 
which  that  procedure  would  be  fatal. 
Ck>ntract8  of  this  nature  have  accordingly 
been  entered  into  under  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  State  instead 
of  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  section 
Doubts  have,  however,  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  legal  validity  of  such  contracts. 
The  object  of  the  present  Bill  is  to  re- 
move those  doubts. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2». 
(The  Earl  of  Hardwitke.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  and  com- 
mitted to  a  dJommittee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 
[Second  Readinq.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Eabl  GREY:  My  Lords.  I  fully 
concur  with  those  who  hold  it  to  be 
most  desirable  that  a  Bill  on  so 
important  a  subject  as  the  Royal 
Declaration  should  be  introduced  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  not  by 
a  private  Member.  As,  however.  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  given  no 
evidence,  since  1901,  of  the  slightest 
intention  or  desire  on  their  part  to 
respond  to  the  appeals  which  have  been 
made  to  them  by  the  Catholics  of  the 
Empire  to  repeal  the  Statute  which 
requires  the  Sovereign  to  make  an 
anti-Catholic  Declaration  on  his  acces 
sion,  there  is  no  option  open  to  those 
private  and  independent  Members  who 
believe  the  abolition  of  the  Declaration 
to  be  required  in  the  interests  of  the 
Empire,  but  to  press  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  House  a  Bill  for  the  removal  of 
an  undoubted  grievance  which  is  really 
R2  . 
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felt  by  many  millions  of  His  Majesty's 
loyal  subjects  in  various  parts  of  the 
Empire.  It  will  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  that  two  years  ago 
the  character  of  the  Declaration  which 
was  required  by  Statute  from  the 
Sovereign  on  his  accession,  and  before 
he  met  his  Parliament,  came  as  a 
startling  shock  upon  this  House  and 
the  liberal  sentiment  of  this  country. 
A  Committee,  consisting  practically  of 
the  two  Front  Benches,  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  whole  subject,  with 
the  result  that  the  Prime  Minister 
introduced  a  Bill  which  the  Government 
hoped  would  reconcile  the  Catholics 
to  the  Declaration  which  they  suggested 
the  Sovereign  should  be  required  to 
make  on  his  accession.  In  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  Lord  Salisbury  pointed 
out  that  the  Declaration  now  required 
from  the  Sovereign — 

"  Denonnoed  in  the  most  offensive  form  the 
religion  to  which  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
paasionately  attached," 

and  that  it  was  only — 

"  Natural  that  they  should  look  upon  it  as 
a  real  grievance  that  language  of  a  most 
violent  and  objectionable  kind  should  be  used 
against  the  Articles  of  their  Faith  at  the  most 
solemn  moment  of  his  reign  by  the  Sovereign 
when  ascending  the  Throne," 

and  these  statements  naturally  led  to 
his  conclusion  that  it  was  incumbent 
upon  Parliament  to  deal  with  the 
Declaration  in  such  a  way  as  to  purge 
from  it  those  terms  which  were  offensive 
and  painful  to  the  Boman  Catholic 
subjects  of  the  King. 

The  House  will  recollect  that  the 
amending  Bill  brought  forward  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  two 
Front  Benches  was  not  received  with 
enthusiasm  by  any  part  of  this  House. 
It  was  recognised  that  the  amended 
Declaration  which,  it  was  suggested, 
should  take  the  place  of  the  <Md,  was 
practically  tantamount  to  a  new  test, 
and  was  consequently  open  on  that 
account  to  serious  objection.  There 
was  a  very  strong  feeling  in  some 
quarters  of  the  House  which,  if  it  did 
not  And  public  expression,  was  brought 
to  my  personal  notice,  that  it  might 
even  be  preferable  to  keep  the  old 
form  untouched,  notwithstanding  the 
offensive  terms  in  which  it  was  couched, 
inasmuch  as  it  might  be  regarded  with 
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I  a  certain  amount  of  philosophic  in> 
I  difference  as  an  obsolete  and  archaic 
I  formula  with  no  greater  present 
significance  than  a  bit  of  rusty 
armour,  than  to  give  in  this  twentieth 
century  fresh  Parliamentary  sanction 
to  a  new  Declaration,  which  selected 
out  of  'all  the  creeds  practised  in  the 
Empire  the  Articles  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  Faith  alone  for  special  repudia- 
tion by  the  Sovereign.  However  politely 
worded  such  a  Declaration  might  be, 
it  must  be.  obvious  that  it  could  not 
fail  to  be  offensive  to  the  Catholics, 
by  giving  them  cause  to  feel  that  they 
were  the  subjects,  not  of  that  equality 
of  treatment  which  it  is  the  boiast  of 
our  Oovernmant  that  we  accord  to  all 
our  religions,  but  of  treatment  of 
which  they  had  a  very  proper  reasoo' 
to  complain.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  Bill  had  not  behind  it  that 
force  of  opinion  required  to  drive  it 
through  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
and  the  result  was,  the  Bill  was  discreetly 
dropped.  But  the  matter  remains  to-day 
just  as  urgent  as  it  was  when  Lord 
Salisbury  pointed  out  that  we  could  not 
leave  the  Declaration  where  it  stands,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  His 
Majesty's  Government  a  Bill  of  their  own 
if  they  cannot  accept  mine. 

The  appeals  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  which  I  propose  briefly  to  refer 
from  various  parts  of  the  Empire,  will, 
I  think,  convince  the  House  that  if 
Parliament  is  in  earnest  in  its  desire  to 
consolidate  the  Empire,  the  sooner  we 
listen  to  the  appeals  from  the  colonies  tO' 
amend  the  Declaration  the  better.  But 
before  I  refer  to  these  petitions  I  vish 
the  House  to  consider  whether  the 
Declaration  complained  of  is  in  any  way 
essentiiJ  to  the  Protestant  succession  or 
the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant 
character  of  the  Crown.  Your  Lord- 
ships must  be  aware  that  apart  from  the 
Declaration,  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
Bill,  the  law  elsewhere  provides,  by  the 
Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
that  if  the  Sovereign  holds  communion 
with  the  Church  or  See  of  Rome,  or 
professes  the  Popish  religion,  or  marries 
a  Papist,  his  Crown,  ipso  facto,  passes 
from  his  head  to  that  of  the  next  Protest- 
ant heir,  and  his  subjects  are  absolved 
from  all  allegiance  to  him.     Further,  the: 
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Sovereign  is  required  to  swear  at  his 
coronation  that  he  will,  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  tho 
true  profession  of  the  Gk>spel,  and  the 
Protestant  Reformed  Religion  established 
by  law.  I  maintain  that  the  law  which 
uncrowns  the  King  if  he  professes  the 
Popish  religion,  or  marries  a  Papist, 
conpled  with  the  securities  provided  by 
the  oath  which  he  is  obliged  to  take  to 
maintain  the  Protestant  Reformed 
Religion  established  by  law,  give  us  all 
the  security  that  even  the  most  cautious 
lawyer  can  desire  to  ensure  the  Protest- 
ant character  of  the  Crown. 

Now,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  making 
of  this  Declaration  is  wholly  superfluous, 
and  altogether  unnecessary  if  our  sole 
object    is   to    maintain  the  Protestant 
character  of  the  Crown,  I  would  proceed 
to  ask,  Is  it  desirable  to  put  into  the 
mouth  of  the   Sovereign,  at  the    most 
scdemn  moment  of  his  reign,  a  Declaration 
of  a    purely    negative    character,    and 
couched  in  terms  which  a  Buddhist  or 
Mahomedan,     or     any     infidel,    could 
conscientiously  subscribe  to,    when    we 
know   such    Declaration  cannot  fail  to 
wound  the  feelings  and  aflfront  the  senti- 
menta  of  every  Roman  Catholic  1     For 
fear,    my    Lords,    that    my    action  in 
moving  in  the  matter  may  be  imputed 
to  wrong   motives,   I  wish    to  mitke  it 
quite  clear  that  I  do  not  approach  the 
consideration  of  this  question  from  any 
theological    standpoint.      I     am    most 
reluctant  to  press  my  own  beliefs  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House,  but  I  think 
it  desirable  to  state  that  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  Member  in  your  Lordships' 
House  who  in  his  beliefs  is  further    re- 
moved than  I  am  from  the  faiths  which 
are  dear  to  either  Roman  Catholics  or  to 
my  noUe  relative,  Lord  Halifax ;  nor  do 
I  believe  there  is  any  Member  of  this 
House  who  is  more   seriously  impressed 
than  I  am  with  the  conviction  that  the 
principle  of    sacerdotalism  is   a  highly 
dangerous  principle,  and  if    allowed  to 
acquire  a  position  of  ascendency  is  likely 
to  prove  fatal   to  that  free  growth  of 
individual       freedom      of     conscience, 
thought,  and  action  which   I  regard  as 
the   very   foundation    of    our  national 
prosperity. 

I  approach  the  consideration  of  this 
question  from  a  veir  different  stand- 
point   than    that    of    sympathy    with 
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Roman  Catholic  doctrines.  I  approach 
it  from  a  feeling  of  justice  to  the 
Catholics  which  causes  me  to  resent 
placing  them  in  a  position  inferior  to 
that  of  the  Buddhist  and  Mahomedan 
subjects  of  the  King,  and  also  from  a 
conviction  that  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  require  us  to  remove,  and 
without  delay,  a  grievance  which,  if 
unremoved,  may  at  some  future  time 
be  made  the  excuse  of  disloyalty  to  the 
Crown.  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the 
House  that  we  cannot  continue  to 
ignore  the  appeals  which  have  been 
made  to  Parliament  to  remove  the 
grievance  complained  of  by  the  Catholic 
subjects  of  the  King,  without  running 
risk  of  alienating  their  affection,  or,  at 
any  rate,  of  diminishing  their  loyalty  to 
the  Crown.  Remember  that  the  King 
has  12,000,000  Catholic  subjects— that 
43  per  cent,  of  the  population  of 
Canada  are  Catholics,  and  one-third  of 
the  Australian  contingents  that  fought 
for  the  Crown  in  South  Africa  also 
belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
I  proceed  to  read  the  Resolution  that 
was  passed  by  the  Canadian  House  of 
Commons  at*  Ottawa  in  1901  on  the 
Motion  of  the  Prime  Minister,  Sir  W. 
T^aurier : — 

"  Your  Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  Canada  in  Parliament  »88embled, 
W  leave  most  humbly  to  represent  that  as  a 
token  of  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and  o' 
the  equality  of  rights  guaranteed  to  all 
subjects  in  the  Canadian  i  Confederation,  as 
well  as  under  the  British  jLk)nstitution,  a 
British  Sovereign  shall  not  be  called  upon  to 
make  any  declaration  offensive  to  the  religious 
belief  of  any  subject  of  the  British  Grown." 

In  speaking  to  this  Resolution,  Sir 
Wilfrid  said : — 

"  I  may  be  asked  why  should  this  declara- 
tion be  rcnoved  from  the  law?  Simply 
because  it  is  offensive  ;  simply  becaixse  it  is 

Eainful  to  Roman  Catholic  subjects  who 
onour  their  King  and  are  loyal  subjects,  who 
are  ready  to  fight,  and,  if  need  be,  to  die  for 
his  crown ;  it  is  painful  to  them  that  he 
should  take  such  an  oath  against  doctrines 
which  are  dear  and  sacred  to  them.  That  is 
the  reason,  the  only  reason." 

He  went  on  to  point  out  that  the 
pride  and  devotion  which  they  all  took 
in  this  great  Empire,  which  was  the 
first  refuge  of  liberty,  would  be  more 
enthusiastic  if  that  legislation,  the  last 
remnant  of  persecuting  ages,  were  to  be 
blotted  out  for  ever  from  the  Statute, 
books  of  free  Eng^nd.    In  support  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


499 


Royal 


{LORDS} 


Declaration  Bill. 


50O 


this  Resolution  of  the  Canadian  House 
of  CJommons  a  joint  letter  from  the 
Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  British 
North  America  was  addressed,  on 
behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  his 
late  eminence.  Cardinal  Vaughan,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  protest  against  the 
declaration — 

"  which  an  iniqnitous  legislation  still  imposed 
on  the  Sovereign  of  EngUnd." 

In  this  letter  they  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  hour  had  come  to  efface  from 
the  Statutes  of  the  Empire  that  evil 
reminder  of  former  discord  and  hate,  and 
that  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Eldward 
VII  might  besignalised  bysuch  a  changein 
the  wording  of  the  Oath  of  Accession  as 
would  contribute  powerfully  to  promote 
the  unity  of  Ijis  people,  and  to  increase 
in  the  hearts  of  Catholics  the  gratitude 
they  have  never  failed  to  show  for  similar 
reforms.  They  further  maintained  that 
the  Catholics,  who  had  never  been  sparing 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  had  the 
right  to  claim  in  return  that  the  Crown, 
in  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  should 
respect  their  most  sacred  and  cherished 
beliefs. 

Sir  Edmund  Barton,  the  Federal  Prime 
Minister  of  Australia,  forwarded  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  a  no  less  remark- 
able appeal  from  the  Catholic  Hierarchy 
of  the  Australian  Commonwealth.  In 
this  appeal  they  recorded  their  solemn 
protest  against  the  studied  insult  offered 
to  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the  Empire  by 
the  Declaration — which  they  regarded  as 
in  this  twentieth  century  an  outrage 
against  common-sense,  and  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  religious  equality  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  their  Commonwealth,  and  which 
they  cherished  as  their  birthright.  From 
this  appeal,  forwarded  by  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth 
to  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  I  read  the  following  passage, 
which  I  am  sure  will  not  fall  on  unsym- 
pathetic ears — 

"  One-third  of  the  Australian  military  oon- 
tingents  who  are  (ighting  for  the  honour  and 
the  interests  of  the  Empire  in  South  Africa 
are  Catholic*.  With  them  religion  and  freedom 
and  loyalty  go  hand  in  hand.  It  cannot  be 
prudent  or  honourable  or  wi»e  to  repay  their 
heroism  and  patriotism  by  wanton  insult,  and 
to  brand  their  most  sacred  convictions  with  a 
stigma  of  infamy  from  which  the  beliefs  of 
other  rabjeots  of  the  Empire,  even  of  Buddhists 
and  Hindus  and  Zulus,  are  exempt." 


The  same  note  of  religious  equality  to 
which  expression  is  given  in  the  protests 
against  the  Declaration  from  Canada  and 
Australia  is  to  be  found  in  the  protests 
forwai-ded  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
India  against  the  Declaration  made  by 
the  King  before  the  British  Imperial 
Parliament  on  February  14th,  1901.  A 
few  days  before  that  date  the  Catholic 
pople  of  Mangalore,  South  Cuiara, 
forming  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion, assembled  in  solemn  meeting  and 
swore  allegiance  to  their  King,  Emperor 
Edward  VII.,  all  the  more  joyfully  because 
the— 

"  Proclamation  of  Queen  Victoria  in  18.5S 
assured  us  all  that  we,  her  Indian  subjects, 
should  never  b«  molested  or  disquieted  i>y 
reason  of  our  religious  faith." 

They  maintained  that  the  Declaration  was 
a  violation  of  the  promise  contained  in  the 
Proclamation  of  1858,  the  Charter  of  their 
liberties,  and  they  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  opprobrium  of  a  bygone  illiberal  age 
would  be  wiped  out  without  delay,  so 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  join  heart 
and  soul  in  the  rejoicings  of  the  Corona- 
tion day. 

Similar  protests  against  the  repetifcioD 
of  the  Declaration  of  any  future  occasion 
were  sent  from  Bombay  and  other  parts 
of  India  ;  and  in  Ceylon,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  visit  of  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  so  deeply  did  the  Catholic  popula- 
tion, which  was  stated  to  be  1265,000,  feel 
on  the  subject,  that  they  submitted  to 
H.RH.  an  Address  expressing  a  hope  that 
before  he  is  called  upon  to  ascend  the 
throne  of  England  "  this  outrageous  law  "^ 
will  have  disappeared  from'*  the  Statutes 
of  the  Empire ;  and  in  the  course  of  their 
address  they  gave  expression  to  the  pro- 
found sorrow  which  they  felt  that — 

"  Owing  to  the  retention  on  the  Statute-book 
of  a  law  passed  in  less  happy  times,  at  the 
moment  when  all  races  and  creeds  throughout 
the  Empire  are  hastening  forward  to  tender 
their  homage  and  dutiful  service  to  their 
Siivereign,  Catholics  alone  are  rebuffed  with 
wounding  words  directed  against  two  of  the 
most  eheiished  tenets  of  their  holy  religion." 


Eoi'l  Grey. 


I  could  submit  to  the  House  quotations 
from  similar  addresses  from  Mauritius, 
Malta  and  other  Catholic  Communities,. 
but  think  it  unnecessary  to  do  so.  I 
hope  the  evidence  I  have  already  supplied 
will  have  convinced  the  House  that  the 
retention  in  the  Statute-book  of  the 
Declaration  is  a  serious  thorn  in  the  flesh 
of  our  Roman  Catholie  fellow  subjects. 
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and  that  it  is  important  in  ihe  interests 
of  the  Empire  that  it  should  quickly  be 
removed.   The  Preamble  to  the  Bill  shows 
that  the  Declaration  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  secure  the  Protestant  character  of  the 
Crown.    It  is  evident  that  the  Protestant 
character  of  the  Crown  is  amply  and  abund 
antly  secured  by  other  provisions  of  the  law 
which  no  one  has  any  desire  to  toucL   I  { 
say  the  Declaration  is  ineffective  even  for  { 
the  purpose  for    which  it  is  designed, 
because  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
inan  who  has  made  the  Declaration  from 
being  converted  by  a  perfectly  honest 
change  of  mind  to  the  adoption  of  beliefs 
lie  had  previously  denounced.    I  further 
maintain    that  the  Declaration  is  not  j 
only    ineffective   for  the    purpose    for : 
which  it  was  designed,  and  if  it  were ' 
effective,   wholly  unnecessary,  but  that  { 
it  is  purely  mischievous,  inasmuch  as  it  i 
tends  to  alienate   those  whom  we  desire  ' 
to  draw  closer.    It  -  may   be  said  it  is 
desirable  that  some  sort  of  Declaration 
should   be   made  by   the  King  on  his ' 
accession  to  show  that  he  is  a  Protestant.  ' 
I  may  remind  the  House  that  the  Con- 1 
stitution  of  the  Empire  of  Germany  does  i 
not  prescribe  any  form    of  oath   to  be  { 
taken  by  the  Emperor  on  his  accession,  i 
and  that  under  the  Constitution  of  the  ' 
United     States     no    reUgious    test    is  | 
required  as  a  qualification  for  the  office 
of  President.    But  I  confess  if  the  House 
is  in  favour  of  the  King  being  called 
upon  to  make  on  his  accession  a  Declara- 
tion of  the  same  character  as  the  Oath 
sworn  by  him  at  his  Coronation,  I  am 
prepared  with  my  friends  to  accept  an 
Amendment    which    shall    require    the 
Sovereign  at  the  time  and  place  at  which 
he  or  she  would  have  been  required  to 
make      the      Declaration       to      take 
the  oath   which   is  by  law    prescribed 
to  be  taken  at  the  Coronation.    I  have 
endeavoured  to  place  before  the  House 
certain  considerations  which  appear  to 
me  to   be  conclusive,  in  favour  of  our 
Parliament   responding  to  the  appeals 
which    have   been   made  to   it  by  the 
Catholics  of  the   Empire.     I   know  no 
consideration    which    can    possibly    be 
urged  against  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
iU  except  that  which  suggests  that  the 
present  time    is    inopportune    for   the 
stirring  of  this  subject.    That  argument, 
of  course,   is  always  available   when  no 
better  argument  is   forthcoming.    The 


chief  objection  to  the  Bill  is  the  fear 
that  silly  and  ignorant  people  may  mis 
take  the  action  of  Parliament  in  passing 
this  Bill  as  a  weakening  of  the  securities 
in  favour  of  the  Protestant  character  of 
the  Grown.  I  would  respectfully  ask 
you,  my  Lords,  whether  the  unreason- 
ing fears  of  these  people  are  for  one 
moment  to  be  allowed  to  outweigh  the 
very  solid  grievance  which  I  have  shown 
is  naturally  felt  by  12,000,000  subjecU 
of  the  King. 

Moved,   "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"-iEarl  Grey.) 

Thk  Eari,  of  ABERDEEN  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
many  of  your  Lordships,  on  observing 
that  my  noble  friend  was  about  to 
bring  forward  this  Bill,  felt  that  you 
would  have  been  quite  as  well  pleased  if 
the  matter  had  been  left  alone,  on  the 
principle  of  the  old  proverb,  "  Let  sleeping 
dogs  lie."  But  my  noble  friend  might 
very  well  say,  in  answer  to  such  an 
objection,  that  this  question,  if  not  c!ealt 
with  now,  is  bound  from  time  to  time  to 
reappear,  and  there  are  obvious  ad- 
vantages in  discussing  and  dealing  with 
it  in  the  earlier  stages  of  a  reign  rather 
than  postponing  it  to  an  indefinite  time. 
At  any  rate,  the  matter  is  before  the 
House  now  and  must  be  dealt  with. 
There  are  three  main  views  entertained 
in  the  oountry  regarding  this  subject, 
and  they  are  no  doubt  all  represented  in 
this  House.  There  are.  first,  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  a  modification  of  the 
Declaration,  though  they  may  not  be 
prepared,  at  least  not  yet,  to  advocate 
its  abolition.  Secondly,  there  are  those 
— and  they  represent  a  considerable 
and  important  body  of  opinion — who 
strongly  object  to  any  change ;  and 
thirdly,  there  are  those  who  like  my 
noble  friend  wish  to  see  the  Declaration 
removed  altogether.  As  we  all  know, 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  revise  the 
Declaration,  but  that  attempt  was  not  a 
success.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to 
remodel  and  revise  words  of  this  kind. 
There  are  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  certain  formule  regarded  with 
less  than  love  by  a  great  many  devout 
Churchmen.  The  occupants  of  the  Episco- 
pal Bench  are  only  too  well  aware  of  the 
heart-searchings    which    have    troubled 
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many  Churchmen  on  that  subject,  but  it 
appears  to  have -been  thought  best  to 
leave  that  matter  untouched.  With 
regard  to  this  Deokration,  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  appointed  to  deal 
with  it,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  look 
back  to  the  proceedings  of  that  Committee 
with  any  very  gi-eat  satisfaction.  No 
doubt  it  was  a  record  Committee  from 
the  point  of  view  of  rapidity  of  action. 
It  is  an  open  secret,  I  think,  that  the 
actual  business  of  the  Committee  was 
conducted  in  an  extraordinarily  short 
space  of  time,  the  idea,  I  suppose,  being 
that  the  least  said  was  soonest  mended. 
But  it  appears  that  another  proverb 
would  more  appropriately  apply,  namely, 
"  More  hurrj"  worse  speed." 

I  speak  with  great  respect  of  those 
who  hold  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  interference  with  the  Declaration, 
but  I  think  their  scruples  are  largely 
based  on  misapprehension — on  the  belief 
that  this  Declaration  provides  a  guarantee 
for  the  Protestant  succession.    But,  once 
admit  the  possibility  of  some  reservation 
or  subterfuge  such  as  the  Declaration  is 
supposed  to  guard  us  against,  and  I  do 
not  see  how  it  will  be  prevented   by 
piling  one    phrase    of    disavowal    upon 
another.     The  disavowal  of  any  dispen- 
sation from   the   Pope  for  making  the 
Declaration  falselv  is;,useless,  for,  if  there, 
can  be  such  a  dispensation,  what  is  to 
prevent  a  further  dispensation  for  saying 
none  has  been  received  1    I  am  afraid  an 
idea  has  grown  up  that  it  does   give 
security  to  the  oiuse  of  Protestantism 
that    this    public    Declaration    against 
Roman  Catholicism  should  be  made  by 
the  Sovereign.     I  do  not  know   what 
forms    have    to    be    followed    in    the 
Coronation,  for    instance,  of  the  King 
of    the    Belgians;    but    suppose    that 
the    Sovereign    of    that     country,    in 
view    of  the  fact  that  Catholicism   is 
the  recognised  State  religion  there,  was 
expected  to  utter  some  strongly  con- 
demnatory    words    regarding     Protes- 
tantism;  would  not  the  Protestants  not 
only  of  that  country,  but  also  of  this, 
complain  that  that    was  a   gratuitous 
affront  to  their  religion  ?    I  would  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  Bill  does 
not   propose  that  there  should   be  no 
Declaration  at  all ;  it  only  provides  that 
this  particular   Declaration  should    be 
done  away  with.    I  listened  with  great 
interest  to-what  my  noble  friend  hinted 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeent 


as  to  the  possibility  of  an  Amendment  to 
the  Bill  being  introduced  which  should 
provide  for  the  substitution,  either  of  the 
Oath  taken  by  the  King  at  the  time  of 
the  Coronation,  or  of  some  other  simple 
utterance  by  the  Sovereign,  as  to  his  or 
her  adherence  to  the  Protestant  faith. 
I  would  direct  attention  to  the  signatures 
attached  to  the  document  inviting  your 
Lordships  to  support  this  Bill.  Most  of 
the  signatories  have  held  high  positions 
as  representatives  of  the  Sovereign  in 
outlying  portions  of  the  Empire.  These 
noble  Lords  have  had  a  peculiar  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  a  wide  survey  of  the 
various  questions  surrounding  this 
particular  topic,  and  I  think  the  fact 
that  they  support  this  Bill  is  not  without 
its  significance.  I  strongly  demur  to  the 
idea  that  the  propose  in  this  Bill  is  a 
mere  yielding  to  sentiment.  It  is  much 
more  than  that.  \t  is  a  proposal  to 
remove  friction  and  irritation.  It  is  a 
proposal  to  remove  an  ineflFective  test, 
and  one  which  may  be  held  by  a  Sove- 
reign professing  a  non-Christian  religion. 
Therefore  I  hope  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, even  if  chejr  cannot  endorse  the 
proposal  of  the  Bill,  will  give  a  favour- 
able consideration  to  it  as  a  possible  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  question,  seeing 
that  it  does  not  shut  the  door  to 
some  future  substitute  for  the  pre- 
sent Declaration  which  we  have 
endeavoured  to  amend  without   success. 

*The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of 
CANTERBURY :  My  Lords,  your  Lord- 
ships  will  naturally  expect  that  something 
should  be  said  as  to  the  view  taken  by  the 
occupants  of  the  Episcopal  Benches  with 
regard  to  the  constitutional  change  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill.  After  all  that  passed 
two  years  ago,  there  is,  as  my  noble  friend 
has  shown,  a  widespread  feeling,  not 
only  in  this  House  and  in  the  country 
but  in  the  colonies,  that  this  matter  can 
hardly  be  allowed  to  remain  indefinitely 
exactly  where  it  stands  now.  However 
that  may  be,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  principle  of  the  matter  and 
on  the  specific  proposal  of  my  noble 
friend.  Perhaps  I  may  begin  by  re  stating 
the  bare  principles  upon  which,  I  suppose, 
the  whole  of  the  Houseand  those  interested 
in  the  matter  outside  are  practicaJly 
agreed  with  reference  to  subjects  of  this 
kmd.  We  are  happily  living  at  a  time 
when,  and  in  a  country  where,  not  only 
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the  fullest  liberty  of  individual  opinion 
but  the  amplest  liberty  also  for  the  out- 
8p(^en  expression  of  that  opinion,  is  both 
tolerated  and  encouraged  by  alL  But  at 
the  same  time  it  may  be  said  that  most 
people  are  agreed  that  there  are  certain 
«zceptions  to  that  largely-stated  principle 
both  in  the  Church  and  in  the  State. 
Those  who  are  accredited  alike  by  Church 
and  State  to  be  religious  teachers  of  a 
particular  kind  are  expected  to  make 
some  declaration  respecting  their  belief 
at  the  outset  of  their  public  work,  and 
either  to  adhere  to  that  declaration  or 
voluntarily,  or  if  need  be  compulsorily, 
to  retire  or  be  retired  from  the  office 
ther  hold  on  condition  of  having  made 
such  a  specific  declaration. 

In   addition  to  this,  I  suppose  it  i* 
true   that  the  nation   has   made  up  it^ 
mind,  as   the  outcome  of  the  historical 
«vents   of   200  years  ago,   that  a   man 
or    woman    who    holds    the    reins    of 
sovereignty  in  this  country    should    be 
sabjeeted  to  a  test  as  to  the  attitude 
which     he    or    she    takes    in    religious 
matters,  should  make  a  public  and  formal 
declaration  to   that  effect,    and   should 
specially  show  that  the  sovereignty  is 
Dot  held  by  one  who  belongs  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
'So  one,  I  imagine,  disputes  the  fact  that 
such  is  the  nation's  will  or  that  every 
reasonable  security  ought  to  be  provided 
ioT\  giving  effect  to  tluit  will.     But  after 
saying  all  this,  I  desire  to  affirm  a  further 
principle  which  no  one  would,  I  imagine, 
desire  to  dispute,  that  any  declaration 
which  is  officially  made  should  avoid  giving 
needless  pain  or  offence  to  those  whose 
opinions  are  impugned  and  repudiated.  So 
long  as  the  oath  or  declaration  is  un- 
ambiguous in  its  terms  and  is  effective 
for  its  purpose,  every  word  ought  to  be 
avoided     which  could    fairly    cause    a 
moment's  pain  to  good  men  who  enter- 
tain different  opinions  or  who  belong  to 
the     communion     from      which     the 
Sovereign  is  debarred. 

These  principles  are  accepted,  not  only 
in  the  House  but  outside  it;  and  the 
practical  question  is,  does  the  Declaration 
which  weheard  the  Sovereign  make  two- 
and-a-half  years  ago  from  that  Throne 
violate  those  principles  in  any  way  f  I 
unhesitatiogly  say  that  I  think  it  does. 
I  think  that  it  gives  in  its  present  terms 
needless  aod  avoidable  pain  to  religious 
minds  alike  in  this  House,  in  the  country. 
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and  in  the  Empire  at  large.    It  does  thb 
by    the    epithets    which     it    employs 
respecting  a  particular  religious  doctrine, 
a   doctrine  which   those  who    hold    it 
follow  with  a  passionate  devotion.    Re- 
pudiating that  doctrine,  as  I  personally 
do  with  all  my  might,  I  yet  feel  that  it 
is  described  in  the  Declaration  in  terms 
which  are   quite   needlessly   offensive- 
one   can  use  no  other  word — to  those 
who  hold  that  doctrine  with  all  their 
hearts.    The  terms  are  an  anachronism 
to-day.    They  may  have  been  necessary, 
they'  certainly    were    not   unusual,   in 
official  documents  at  the  time  when  they 
were  first  put  into  their  present  shape. 
But    a     great    deal   has   happened   as 
regards  the  use  of  language,  at  all  events, 
during  the  last  200  years  ;  and  whatever 
may  have  been  the  fact  with  regard  to 
such  ejHthets  at  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  they  are  both  unsuitoble 
and   offensive    to-day.      So    far    I   am 
glad    to  be    able  to    agree    fully   with 
the    noble     Earl.      But    when,     as    a 
remedy  for  that  difficulty  or  grievance, 
my  noble    friend    proposes  simply    to 
abolish    altogether    the    obligation    of 
making  such  a  declaration,  then  I  find 
myself  obliged   to  part  company  from 
him.     My  noMe  friend  argued  that  the 
securities    which    would  remain  under 
the  existing   law,    if   this   Declaration 
ceased  to  be  required  from  the  Sovereign, 
are  amply  sufficient  to  provide  against 
the    contingency    which  that    Declara- 
tion is  meant  to  secure  us  from.     My 
noble  friend  relies  mainly  on  the  Corona- 
tion  oath,    but  he   relies   also  on   the 
specific  terms  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and 
of  the  Act  of  Settlement. 

With  regard  to  the  Coronation  oath, 
the  generd  purport  of  the  words  appears 
at  first  sight  to  be  so  obvious  and 
indisputable  that  the  result  we  desire 
seems  to  be  attained  without  any  ques- 
tion or  doubt  at  all.  We  are  not  dealing 
with  the  general  purport  of  the  phrases 
used,  however,  but  with  something  much 
more  technical  and  requiring  much  more 
careful  sifting  and  thought,  unless  the 
lessons  which  history  has  taught  are 
to  be  altogether  disregarded.  We  are 
dealing  with  words  which  in  the  past 
history  of  England  have  been  shown  to 
be  liable  to  have  an  extraordinary 
strain  placed  upon  them,  and  which  have 
proved  practically  insufficient  to  bear  the 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  If 


607 


Royal 


{LORDS} 


Dedaraiion  BiU. 


50S 


strain.  James  II.  took  a  Coronation  oath 
which  was  not  exactly  in  the  terms  in 
which  the  oath  was  taken  by  our  gracious 
Sovereign.  With  the  omission  of  certain 
words  which,  I  think,  do  not  affect  the 
question,  the  terms  in  which  that  oath 
was  administered  were  these : — 

"  Sir,  Will  you  grant  and  keep  and  by  yoor 
oath  confirm  to  the  people  of  Enf^nd  .... 
the  true  profeasion  of  the  Gospel  established  in 
this  kiogJom,  and  i^reeing  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  Kings  thereof  and  the  ancient  customs 
of  the  realm  ?  " 

Immense  questionings  immediately 
arose  as  to  what  was  the  effect  of  the 
King's  having  taken  that  oath.  With  a 
view  of  seeing  how  the  matter  was  re- 
garded by  those  who  ought  to  look  at  it 
most  fairly,  at  all  events  without  any 
Protestant  bias,  I  turned  this  afternoon 
to  the  account  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
historian  Lingard,  who  says : — 

Many  looked  with  anspicion  on  the  facility 
with  which  he  had  sworn  without  any 
rjualiBcation  to  keep  and  preserve  the  rights  of 
the  Church,  and  his  enemies  afterwards 
charged  him  with  deliberate  perjury,  as  if  he 
had  taken  the  oath  with  a  fixed  resolution  of 
violating  it  afterwards.  .  .  .  More  probably 
he  had  persuaded  himself  that  no  event  would 
i-ubsequently  happen  to  bring  the  rights 
claimed  by  the  Church  into  direct  colluion 
with  those  rights  which  he  claimed  for  himself 
M  rights  iodefeasibly  inherent  in  the  Crown." 

I  mention  that  to  show  that  those  per- 
fectly capable  of  forming  an  opinion 
may  arrive  at  very  different  conclusions 
as  to  the  exact  meaning  of  the  subscrip 
tion  of  an  oath  on  the  character  of 
which  the  noble  Earl  so  strongly  relies. 
King  James,  at  his  first  Privy  Council, 
said— 

"  I  shall  make  it  my  endeavour  to  preserve 
this  Government,  both  in  Church  and  State,  as 
it  is  now  by  law  established." 

That  speech  gave  the  intensest  satisfac- 
tion, and  the  Bishops  presented  an 
address  in  which  they  said  that  that 
admirable  declaration  ought  to  be  written 
down  in  letters  of  gold.  I  refer  to  this 
simply  to  show  how  what  is  felt  at  the 
time  may  be  falsified  after  a  little  interval. 
We  are  not  speaking,  of  course,  of  a 
personal  or  contemporary  question.  We 
are  looking  far  ahead ;  and  I  venture  to 
believe  that  the  fact  that  anxieties  on 
such  a  subject  are  impossible  at  this 
moment — are  so  alien  from  our  minds  as 
to  make  the  whole  thing  appear  to  be 
The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 


inappropriate^is  not  without  its  peril  in 
considering  what  may  be  the  result  of 
such  a  Bill  as  this,  which  would  abolish 
the  dedaration,  and  ]«'Ave  it  practically 
unimposaUe  hereafter  in  circumstances 
which  a  hundred  years  hence  may  be 
very  different  from  tlioee  which  happily 
prevail  to-day. 

But,  apart  from  that,  does  the  Corona- 
tion Oath,  even  when   we  interpret  it 
with  the  utmost  strictness,  necessarily 
bind  the  Sovereign  to  more  than  this, 
that  be  will   protect    and    shield,  and 
do    his   best   to  maintain   the    religion 
which    is   at    the    time  established    in 
the  land  t    I  can  conceive  those  worda 
subjected  even  now  to   a  strain  such 
as  I   have  referred  to.      There   might 
be   in  different   parts  of    the   Empire 
oaths    or    promises    taken    for    main- 
taining what  might   not  inconceivably 
be     established   U>rms    of    faith   quite 
other  than  Christian  ;  the  Sovereign  of 
the  Empire  might  deiUre  his  readiness 
to  maintain  the  Buddhist,  the  Hindoo, 
or  the  Mahomedan  faith,  which  was  held 
by   his  subjects   in   some   part   of  the 
Empire.    I  do  not    say  that  that  is  a 
natural  interpretation,  but  we  have  to 
consider  what  the  words  are  capable  of 
being  strained  to  mean  in  exigencies  of 
a  very  peculiar  kind.    Then  I  imagine 
that  there  is  no  legal  obligation  on  the 
Sovereign  to  hold  the  Coronation  at  any 
very  early  date  in  his  reign.     I  do  not 
press  that  point ;  but  I  think  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  if  we  relied  on  the  Corona- 
tion oath  by  itself  it  would  be  necessary 
to  take  care  that  the  oath  was  taken  at 
the  time  of  the  accession  to  the  Throne, 
or    at  the  first  opening  of  Parliament. 
The  noble  Earl  relies  abo  on  the  Act  of 
Settlement  and  the  corresponding  Acts. 
That   Act  provides  that  any  one  who 
inherits  the  Crown  and — 

"Shall  be  reconciled  to,  or  shall  hold  com- 
munion with,  the  See  or  Ch\irch  of  Rome,  or 
shall  profess  the  Popish  religion,  or  shall  marry 
a  Papist  shall  be  subject  to  such  incapcMatiea 
as  in  such  case  or  cases  " 

are  provided  by  the  recited  Act.  That 
Act  is  most  valuable  as  showing  indis- 
putaUy  what  was,  and  I  believe  what  is, 
the  mind  of  the  English  people  ;  but 
I  venture  to  think  that  in  addition 
to  that  security  from  without  we  need 
some  security  from  within  that  is  bind- 
ing in  faro  amscimtice  on  the  Sovereign. 
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I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  pardon  me 
for  sajine  that  I  think  he  was  almost 
trifling  when  he  argued  that  we  had  no 
right  to  impose  a  disability  with  r^ard 
to  one  form  of  religion  and  not  to  feel 
ourselves    bound  to  impose    it  equally 
with  regard  to  other  forms.     I    think 
he      mentioned      Mahoraedanism      and 
Buddhism.     But  history  cannot  be  dis- 
regarded in  matters  of  this  kind.     It  is 
simply  impossible  to  look  back  along  the 
last     few     centuries    of     English    life 
and  regard   the  parallel  as  a  true  one 
between  the  dangers  which  might  con- 
ceivably arise  in  the  future,  as  they  have 
in  the  past,  with  regard  to  one  particular 
form  of  faith,  and  the  difficulties  which 
might  conceivably  arise  with  regard  to 
those  creeds  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Christianity  at  all.      It  should  be 
noted  that  the   objection  of  my  noble 
friend   cuts    against    the    whole  Act  of 
Settlement.     My  noble  friend  will  have 
to  go  a  great  deal  further  than  this  Bill 
if  He  desires  to  remove  altogether  any 
difference  of  profession  or  security  with 
regard  to  two  forms  of  peril  which  might 
some  day  conceivably  beset  the  EngHsh 
nation.     I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word 
which  could  legitimately  give  pain  to  any- 
one ;  but  is  it  possible  for  any  man  who 
reads  the  story  of  the  Church  and  the 
nation    towards  the  close  of  the   17th 
century,  especially  in   the  light  of  the 
documents    which    have    recently    been 
made    public    to  a  larger    extent    than 
they    were    in    days    gone  by,  without 
feeling    that    the    peril    then    guarded 
against   was  a    real    onel     And    it    is 
not,     in     the     abstract,     inconceivable 
that    it    might    occur    again.      In    my 
judgment,  at  least,  we  do  require  some 
kind  of  declaration,  or  promise,  or  under- 
taking   to  be  given  by   the   Sovereign 
personally  as    regards    the   position   he 
holds  in  relation  to  great  articles  of  the 
Christian  Faith. 

But  if  it  be  true,  as  I  think  it  is,  that 
some  such  Declaration  is  necessary,  it 
surely  does  not  follow  that  it  need  be 
couched  in  insulting  words;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  it  need,  strictly  speaking, 
denounce  anything  at  all.  It  seems 
to  me  perfectly  possible,  at  least  it 
is  not  beyond  the  wit  of  man,  to  devise 
a  Declaration  which  should  be  mainly 
positive  rather  than  negative  in  char- 
acter     and      form.       Indeed,     one    of 


your  Lordships,  being  himself  a  member* 
of   the  Roman  Catholic    Church   (Lord 
Llandaff),  did  draw  up  a  Declaration  of  a 
positive  kind  which  was  intended  to  meet 
that  particular  difficulty.     But,  be  that 
as  it  may,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  impossible 
to  draw  up  a  Declaration  which  should 
avoid  not   only  anything  offensive,  but- 
anything  denunciatory,  and  which  should 
be  of  such  a  positive  kind  as   I  have 
suggested.     I  believe  such  words  can  be- 
found ;  but  it  will  not  be  easy.     It  cannot, 
be  accomplished  in  a  few  minutes,  or  even 
in  a  few  hours ;  and  I  think  it  would  re- 
quire the  co-operation  of  even  a  larger  body 
of  those  who  have  thought  carefully  over 
such  subjects  than  the  Committee  which 
took    it    in    hand   two    years  ago.      I 
venture    to   believe    that  the  members- 
of     the    Roman     Catholic   Church    in 
this  House   would  themselves  be  most 
helpful,  perhaps  among  the  most  capable,, 
coadjutors  to  draw  up  a  declaration  of 
that  kind     I  look  forward  not  unhope- 
fully  to  such  a  result,  provided  it  is  taken^ 
in  hand  with  the  care  it  deserves,  with 
an  enlargement  of  the  number  of  thoee- 
who  have  to  consider  it  as  compared  with- 
what  happened  on  a  previous  occasion,, 
and  with  adequate  time  given  to  its  con- 
sideration.    I  believe  I  am  speaking  ia 
the  name    of    every    Bishop    on    these- 
Benches  when  I  say  that  it  would  be  our 
earnest  desire,  if  invited    to  do    so,  to 
co-operate    to     the      utmost     of     our 
power  in  producing  such  a  result  and  in 
removing  from  the  phraseology  of  thfr- 
Declaration      anything      which     could 
possibly  give  pain  to  those  from  whom 
we    are    differing    very    strongly    and 
decidedly,  but  as  to  whom  nothing    is- 
f urther  from  our  thoughts  than  a  desire 
to  give  pain  or  offence  in  any  way.    But 
there  it  one  thing  quite  certain,   such  a 
task  can  be  properly  taken  in  band  only 
by  the  Government  of  the  day.    Be  that 
Government  what  it   may,  it  is  to  the- 
Government  of    the    day  that    we   are 
bound  to  look  for  a  constitutional  change- 
of  this  kind.     It  is  essentially  a  constitu- 
tional change,  and  one  which  might  be  of 
the  highest  gravity.    I  regret  that  it  is- 
impossible  for  me  to  give  my  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill ;    but  I  trust  that  the 
matter  will  not  be  allowed  to  rest  and. 
that,   under  the  auspices  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  may  have  the  task  of  amend-, 
ing  the  form  of  Declaration  taken  iib 
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liand  with  determination  and  vigour. 
For  such  an  endeavour  I  can  ensure  co> 
operation  on  the  part  of  the  Bishope  not 
only  as  a  matter  of  duty  but  with  a  glad 
heart  and  a  ready  mind. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE:  My  Lords,  I 
■&m  sure  your  Lordships  deeply  regret 
the  absence  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  greatly 
sympathise  with  the  cause  of  it  It  is 
•doubly  unfortunate  that  my  noble  friends 
Lord  Tweedmouth  and  Lord  Crewe  who, 
"With  Lord  Spencer,  served  upon  the 
•Committee  which  was  appointed  in  1891, 
4tre  also  unavoidably  absent,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  diffidence  that  I  ask  your 
Lordships  to  allow  me  to  address  a  few 
words  to  you  on  this  important  subject. 
I  wish  to  ask  the  noble  Duke  the  Leader 
of  the  House  whether  the  Qovernmeut 
■are  prepared  to  take  up  this  question 
and  legislate  upon  it,  or  are  they  pre- 
pared to  leave  it  in  the  state  of  chaos  in 
which  it  now  is.  As  your  Lordships  will 
remember,  a  Committee  was  appointed 
in  1 891  to  deal  with  this  subject.  That 
-Committee  was  composed  of  very  dis- 
tinguished personages,  and  I  am  given 
•to  understand  that  before  they  set  about 
their  task  it  was  their  opinion  that  all 
they  had  to  do  was  to  eUminate  from 
the  Declaration  the  particular  words 
which  gave  pain  to  our  Roman  Cathohc 
iellow-countrymen.  When,  however, 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  was  pre- 
sented to  your  Lordships,  it  became 
evident  that  what  was  considered  to  be 
necessary  by  Roman  Catholic  Peers  and 
others  was  that  all  reference  to  the 
repudiation  of  any  dogma  whatever 
should  be  taken  from  the  Declaration. 
There  were  many  discussions  in  your 
Lordshipj'  House  on  this  question,  and 
notwithstanding  the  opposition  offered 
to  the  Bill  the  Government  insisted  upon 
iits  being  passed  by  this  House.  It  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  other  House, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  we  have 
heard  nothing  more  about  the  question. 
What  I  want  to  ask  the  noble  Duke 
is  whether  that  is  a  position  which 
the  Government  acepts,  or  whether 
they  have  any  intention  of  dealing  with 
this  obviously  important  subject  them- 
selves. I  endorse  what  the  most  rev. 
Primate  said  in  the  concluding  words  of 
bis  admirable    speech,   that   this   is   a 
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question  which  ought  not  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  private  Member,  however 
distinguished  and  capable  he  may  be. 
It  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  by  the  Government  alone, 
and  it  is  not  a  matter  that  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  wait.  It  is  surely  not  right 
that  the  burden  of  taking  such  an  odious 
declaration  should  be  imposed  on  future 
monarchs.  If  the  Government  are  not 
prepared  to  deal  with  this  subject,  if 
they  are  not  prepared  to  frame  a  declara- 
tion such  &'  that  which  the  most  rev. 
Primate  referred  to,  it  seems  to  me  leas 
disadvantageous  to  abolish  the  declara- 
tion altogether.  If  the  Government 
are  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  will 
deal  with  this  subject,  I,  for  my  part, 
although  I  feel  the  greatest  reluctance 
in  voting  for  a  Bill  which  is  not  author- 
ised by  the  responsiUe  Minister,  shall 
feel  very  much  inclined,  as  a  protest 
against  the  inaction  of  the  Government, 
to  follow  my  noble  friend  into  the  lobby 
in  support  of  the  Second  Reading  of  his 
BUI. 

♦ViscouNr  LLANDAFF :  My  Lords, 
I  intrude  with  great  reluctance  in  the 
debate  on  this  subject,  in  which  I 
naturally  feel  a  strong  personal  interest. 
May  I  at  the  outset  express  our 
thanks  to  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
brought  in  this  Bill.  He  has  not  only 
earn^  the  gratitude  of  all  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  Empire,  but  he  has 
continued  those  illustrious  traditions 
which  are  inseparably  connected  with 
the  name  he  bears.  I  listened  with  the 
greatest  attention  and  interest  to  what 
fell  from  the  most  rev.  Primate.  The 
prominent  point,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  in 
his  argument  was  that  some  security 
from  within,  as  contrasted  with  securities 
from  without,  was  necessary  in  order  to 
secure  the  Protestant  succession.  It  is 
not  enough  that  adherence  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  that  communion  with 
the  Church  of  Rome,  or  that  even 
marriage  with  a  Papist,  renders  the 
Crown  forfeitable,  that  is  not  security 
enough  in  the  judgment  of  the  most 
rev.  Primate. 

*The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY: I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
be  supposed  to  have  said  that  such 
enactments,    if  they  could  be   enforced 
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with  certainty,  would  be  insufiScient. 
What  I  endeavoared  to  point  out  was 
the  difficulty  of  ascertaining,  otherwise 
than  by  a  declaration  from  within, 
whether  or  not  the  person  in  question 
is  in  fact  "  holding  communion  with  " 
the  Church  of  Ilome. 

•Viscount  LLANDAPF  :  I  confess  I 
should  have  thought  that  when  an  Act 
(i  Parliament  says  thatcommuni(»n  with 
the  Church  of  Rome,  or  reconcilement  to 
the  Church  of  Rome,  involves  forfeiture 
of  the  Crown,  and  when  that  same  Act 
g^oes  on  to  say  the  Sovereign  shall  be  in 
communion  with  the  Church  of  England, 
I  should  have  thought  that  that  did  not 
admit  of  any  doubt.  The  added  security 
of  this  Declaration  avails  only  for  the 
instant  of  the  Sovereign's  accession ; 
from  his  accession  to  his  death  you  have 
to  depend  upon  the  security  of  the  Act 
of  Settlement  and  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
The  opinions  expressed  by  the  Sovereign 
at  the  moment  of  his  accession  may 
change  in  the  next  year,  but  you  have 
no  security  except  the  ample  security  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment. I  contend  that,  apart  from  the 
declaration,  ample  provision  is  made 
for  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
succession  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
Act  of  Settlement.  The  sting  of  the 
declaration  is  not  in  the  epithets,  but  in 
its  blind,  passionate  intolerance.  As 
long  as  you  keep  the  condemnation 
of  doctrines  standing,  the  epithets  are 
signified  and  implied,  although  they  are 
not  spoken.  At  this  solemn  moment- 
when  all  races  and  creeds  are  drawing 
round  the  throne,  anxious  to  express 
their  loyalty,  Roman  Catholics  alone  are 
rebuffed  by  words  which  outrage  their 
most  sacred  convictions.  It  is  a  griev- 
ance that  any  doctrine  lawfully  held  by 
us  should  be  singled  out  for  special 
condemnation  by  the  Sovereign.  The 
most  rev.  Primate  entered  at  some  length 
upon  the  history  of  this  Declaration,  but 
he  omitted  to  remind  your  Lordships 
that  it  was  not  invented  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  Protestant  succession. 
The  authors  of  this  Declaration  framed  it 
in  order  to  exclude  Catholics  from  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  it  had  that 
effect  for  150  years.  The  framers 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  who  felt  that 
James    II.    might     possibly    return    to 


this  countiy,  or  attempt  to  return,  had 
this  declaration  inserted  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  as  a  special  precaution.  The 
danger  against  which  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  aimed  has  gone  and  is  completely  at 
an  end.  I  should  like  to  quote  to  your- 
Lordships  the  legislation  that  has  been 
introduced  into  India.  In  the  Indian 
Penal  Code  I  find  this  enactment — 

"  Wlioever,  with  deliberate  intention  of 
wounding  the  religions  feeling  of  any  person^ 

I  uttets  any  word  or  makes  any  gonnd  in  the 

I  bearing  of  that  person,  or  maken  any  gesture 
or  places  any  object  ia  the  sight  of  that  person, 
shall  be  punished  with  imprisonment  for  a  term 

I  which  may  extend  for  one  year,  or  fine,  or 

I  both." 

I  Therefore  the  language  of  the  Declaration, 
'  if  used  in  India  to  worshippers  of 
'  Juggernaut,  would  make  the  user  guilty 
I  of  a  criminal  offence.  I  am  unable  to- 
reconcile  the  tenderness  of  the  Indian 
I  Penal  Code  with  the  roughness  shown  to 
!  the  oldest  and  most  widely  spread 
I  religious  community  in  the  world  by  this 
declaration.  Parliament  has  relieved 
every  subject  of  such  a  painful  necessity 
and  leaves  the  Sovereign  alone  subject  to 
it,  and  obliges  him— I  am  sure  against 
his  will — to  utter  a  theological  denmicia- 
tion  at  the  most  solemn  moment  of  his 
reign.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  has . 
asked  His  Majesty's  Government  whether 
they  will  give  a  pledge  to  deal  with  this 
subject.  I  do  not  expect  they  will ;  but 
I  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  noble 
Duke  not  to  make  the  opposition  to  this 
Bill  a  Government  or  a  Party  matter, 
but  to  leave  his  followers  to  vote 
as  they  think  right  on  the  subject.  It 
is  in  no  sense  a  Party  question.  The 
noble  Duke  not  long  ago  delivered  a 
most  able  and  powerful  argument  in 
favour  of  open  questions.  I  think  thia 
question,  as  well  as  that  of  Catholic 
Emancipation,  should  be  treated  as  an 
open  question,  and  I  trust  that  it  will 
not  be  voted  upon  as  a  Party  matter  in 
the  way  it  was  two  years  ago.  I  by  no 
means  wish  to  exclude  the  possibility  of 
framing  some  form  of  declaration  that 
may  satbfy  Protestant  f eeh'ng  and  seem 
to  give  sufficient  security  for  the  Protes- 
tant character  of  the  Sove  rei  gn,  but  I 
am  boimd  to  say  that  the  fate  of  the 
Bill  of  two  years  ago  does  not  give^me 
great  confidence  that  such  a  result  can 
be  arrived  at. 
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Lord  BOBEBTSON  :    My  Lords,    I 
have  listened  with  especial  pleasure,  to 
the  noble  and    learned  Lord,  who    has 
'«very    right    to    claim   our    attention 
because  he  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
present  state  of  this  question.    I  daresay 
it  will  be  in  your  Lordships'  recollection 
that   the  question  which  was  discussed 
with  so  much  interest  and  animation  on 
several    occasions   two    years    ago   was 
-entirely  different   from  that    which    is 
being  discussed  to-day.    At  that  time  it 
■came  as  a    surprise  to   His   Majesty's 
-subjects    that     part    of    the     ceremo- 
nial of   His    Majesty's  succession  con- 
:8i3ted     in     a     declaration     containing 
the  language   which  has   been   charac- 
terised    by    the    most    rev.     Primate. 
I  am  certain  that  men  of  all  creeds  were 
shocked  at  this  relic  of  former  times, 
and  every  one  was   most   anxious  that 
means  should   be  devised  whereby   the 
terms  in  that  Declaration,  which  were 
regarded  as  offensive,  might  be  got  rid 
-of.     I   think   I   am  in  your  Lordships' 
recollectiot)  when  I  say  that  the  question 
'was   merely  as    to    the   terms   of    the 
Declaration,  and  not  as  to  the  existence 
•of   the  Declaration  itself.    The  feeling 
which     operated    so    strongly    on    the 
sympathy  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  was 
that  Boman  Catholics,  whose  illustrious 
services  in    the  present  and  preceding 
Teign  are  fresh  in  our  memory,  should 
be  forced  to  listen    to  doctrines   most 
sacred  to  them  being  described  in  terms 
so  strong  and  so  excessive.    I  am  quite 
sure  that   in  every  part  of  the  House 
there  was  an  honest  determination  to 
eliminate  those  terms  which  gave  offence. 
But    what    happened  1     An    amended 
Declaration  was  proposed.    I  was  never 
a  great  admirer  of  the  new  Declaration — 
«nd  objections  to   it   arose.    Then  my 
■noble  and  learned  friend,  on  5th  August, 
1901,  declared  that   he  preferred  the 
retention  of  the  offensive  language  and 
^ts  rugged  barbarity  in  the  hope   that 
wiser  councils  would  prevail,  rather  than 
consent  to  a   milder  and  less  offensive 
form   of   Declaration,    which    was  still 
objectionable   and   which  it    would  be 
difficult  to  get  rid  of.     The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  considered  he  had  a  vested 
interest  in  it  as  affording  him  a  lever 
to   get   rid  of   the  whole  Declaration. 
Therefore  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
is  the  author  of  the  predicament  in  which 


the  House  finds  itself.  Lord  Aberdeen 
seemed  to  throw  out  the  idea  that  we 
had  better  get  rid  of  this  Declaration, 
then  patch  up  something  which  would  be 
agreeable  to  all  parties.  I  venture  to 
hope  the  House  will  not  proceed  in  that 
preposterous  fashion.  It  is  asked,  "Why 
do  you  single  out  Boman  Catholicism  and 
omit  Buddhism  and  Mahomedanism  from 
the  Declaration  ? "  Because  there  never  has 
been  an  attempt  by  a  Mahomedan  King 
of  England  to  impose  the  Mahomedan 
religion  upon  the  people  of  England,  and 
because  no  Buddhist  King,  stimulated  by 
Buddhist  priests,  has  played  false  with  the 
constitution  of  this  country ;  and  until 
historical  illustrations  of  that  kind  can  be 
given  the  talk  about  Buddhists  and 
Mahomedans  is  very  much  out  of  the 
question.  I  am  certain  that  there  are 
great  masses  of  the  people  of  this  country 
who  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
Sovereign  should  on  his  accession,  in  the 
full  blaze  of  puWicity,  repudiate  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  unless  and 
until  an  effort  is  made  to  modify  the  terms 
of  the  Oath  this  question  should  be 
left  alone.  I  decline  to  fall  into  the 
trap  of  parting  with  this  Declaration  in 
the  hope  or  on  the  chance  of  getting 
something  else.  The  course  to  adopt  is 
to  modify  the  Declaration. 

Thb  Dukb  of  NORFOLK  :  My  Lords, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  I  am  only  expres- 
sing what   every  Roman  CathoUc  feels 
when  I  say  that  it  is  most  painful  to  us 
that  the    most    sacred    tenets   of  our 
religion   should   be  singled  out  on   his 
accession  for  repudiation  by  our  beloved 
and    revered     Sovereign,     to       whom 
we    are  most  devoted  and  loyal.    Two 
years  ago  it  was  felt  that  this  Declara- 
tion ought   to  be  altered,  and  a   Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  bring  up  a  new 
form  of  words.    It  was  decided,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  that    no   Roman  Catholic 
Peer  should  be  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mitte&       The  Roman    Catholic     Peers 
de-'ired  to  lay  their  views  before  that  Com- 
mittee, but,  much  to  their  surprise,  they 
were  given  no  opportunity  whatever  of 
doing  so  and  no  means  were  adopted  to 
ascertain  what  it  was  we   objected   to. 
We  did  not  move  in  the  matter  last  year, 
because  we  felt  that  the  year  of  the 
Coronation    was    not     a     very    seemly 
occasion  to  bring  up  a  question  which 
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mi^t  raise  angry  disputes.  But  we 
have  never  shrunk  from  declaring  that 
we  regard  the  terms  of  the  Declaration  as 
a  great  grievance ;  and  we  feel  that  the 
honest  and  straightforward  course  would 
be  to  remove  it  altogether.  I  have 
heard  no  arguments  to  show  that  the 
Coronation  Oath  does  not  fully  cover  the 
ground.  The  Boman  Catholics  of  this 
•country  fully  accept  the  principle — though 
we  cannot  be  held  to  agree  with  it — that 
the  Sovereign  should  be  a  Protestant. 
TVe  recognised  the  fact  that  the  nation  is 
Protestant.  But  we  feel  deeply  that  it 
is  only  the  tenets  of  the  Boman  Catholic 
Church  that  are  outraged  in  the  most 
«ruel  way,  and  that  that  outrage  is  all 
the  more  wanton  on  account  of  the  public 
manner  in  which  it  is  done. 

Lord  STANMORE  :  My  Lords,  there 
is  a  historical  point  which  1  think  it  is 
most    important    that   your  Lordships 
should  have  well  in  your  minds  before 
^lividing  on  this  question.    It  has  been 
alluded  to  by  Lord  Llandaff,  and  it  is  in 
the  mind  of  everyone  that  this  was  not 
originally  intended  as  an  oath  to  ensure 
Protestant  succession.     It  was  an  oath 
directed  in  the  first  instance  to  prevent- 
ing Roman  Catholics  holding  office  or 
occupying  seats  in    this    House,  and  it 
•was  to  prevent    executive  power  being 
oxercised  in  favourof  theRoman  Catholic 
religion.     It  was  extended  to  the  King 
for  the  reason  that  the  King  at  that  time 
had  in  his  hands  the  whole  exercise  of 
•executive  power.    There   was  no  place 
under  the  Crown   to  which  the   King 
-could  not    then,   by   his  own  personal 
-will,  appoint.    He  could  give  every  com- 
-mission  in  the  Army ;  he  could  appoint 
justices  of  the  peace,  then  much  more 
important  than  now ;  and  he  could  not 
-only  use  that  power,  but  he  could  abuse 
it.    James  II.  did  so  abuse  it ;  he  used  his 
«xecutive  power  as  King  to  help  the  in- 
terests of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
He  gave  away    commissions  to  Roman 
Catholics ;  he  appointed  Roman  Catholic 
justices  ;  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  in- 
troduce Roman  Catholics  on  to  the  Bench 
of  Bishops  ;  and  the  nation  rightly  saw 
that  that  executive  power   which  it  had 
already  prevented  from  being  exercised 
by  Roman  Catholics  in  humbler  walks 
should  not  be  exercised  by  the  King. 
But  now  the  executive  power  is  no  longer 
in  the  hands  of  the  King,  but  is  exercised 


for  him  by  his  Ministers,  who  are 
responsible  to  Parliament.  If  we  are  to 
hold  to  the  antiquated  idea  that  these 
declarations  and  oaths  are  to  be  the 
means  by  which  we  are  to  ensure  our- 
selves against  the  abuse  of  executive 
power,  it  is  not  the  King,  but  the 
advisers  of  the  King — it  is  those  Mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council  who  give  him 
advice  and  who  practically  have  all 
appointments  in  their  hands— who  ought 
to  moke  the  declaration.  In  its  language 
the  Declaration  is  an  anachronism  and 
absurdity.      The    time    for    these 


an 

Declarations  has  passed.  The  change 
of  the  national  point  of  view  is  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  a  Roman  Catholic  Home 
Secretary,  now  a  Member  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  was  some  years  ago 
appointed  without  a  word  of  popular 
protest,  and  he  discharged  his  duties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  country.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  this  unhappy  Declaration 
cannot  last  much  longer  and  must 
disappear  in  its  present  form. 

The-  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (the  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Duke  behind  me 
made  some  complaint  of  the  procedure 
of  the  Committee  appointed  two  years 
ago.  I  was  not  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee, and  I  do  not  think  I  was  par- 
ticularly concerned  in  the  arrangements 
for  its  appointment;  but  I  am  under  a 
strong  impression,  which  1  should  be 
surprised  to  find  is  not  correct,  that  an 
invitation  was  addressed  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Members  of  this  House  to  take 
part  in  the  Committee,  and  that  it 
was  entirely  owing  to  their  unwilling- 
ness to  serve  that  no  Roman  Catholic 
member  was  appointed.  It  strikes  me 
that  any  reason  the  noble  Duke  may 
have  for  complaining  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  of  that  Committee 
were  conducted,  and  any  absence  of  com- 
munication he  might  have  to  complain  of, 
would  have  been  removed  if  the  noble 
Duke  had  consented  to  assist  the  delibera- 
tions of  that  Committee. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK:  It  was 
notified  to  us  from  the  highest  quarter, 
not  connected  with  ourselves,  that 
probably  it  would  be  better  on  the  whole 
if  we  were  not  on  the  Committee.  I  was 
not  objecting  to  our  not  being  on  the 
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Committee.  What  I  objected  to  was 
that  there  was  no  sort  of  communication 
with  us,  and  that  we  were  not  even 
asked  what  we  expected  the  Committee 
could  do. 

The  DiTKB  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
think  my  statement  is  confirmed  that  it 
was  perfectly  open  to  the  noble  Duke,  or 
to  any  other  Roman  Catholic  Peer,  to 
have  sat  upon  the  Committee ;  and  I  still 
adhere  to  my  opinion  that  the  best  means 
of  establishing  any  communication  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  Members  would  have  been  for 
one  or  more  of  them  to  have  been  on  the 
Committee.  Before  I  attempt  to  reply 
to  the  Questions  addressed  to  me,  I  cannot 
avoid  making  one  or  two  observations  as 
to  the  procedure  which  has  been  adopted 
in  asking  your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  this  Bill.  It  was  introduced 
either  m  last  week  or  in  the  previous 
week.  As  your  Lordships  know,  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  is  a  purely  formal 
proceeding,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Bill  itself  was  not  in  your  Lordships' 
hands  till  last  Tuesday,  and  on  Thursday 
we  are  asked  to  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Earl  GREY  :  I  handed  in  the  Bill  to 
be  printed  on  the  same  night  that  I 
introduced  it,  and  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  would  be  circulated  with 
the  Votes  on  the  following  day,  or  on 
Saturday  at  the  latest. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Bill  was  in  your  Lord- 
ships' hands  on  Tuesday,  and  on  Thursday 
we  were  asked  to  give  it  a  Second 
Reading.  Not  only  so.  I  know  that  my 
noble  friend  was  asked  to  defer  the  Second 
Reading,  because  it  was  absolutely  impos- 
sible that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  it 
might  have  been  supposed  ought  to  be 
present  when  such  a  Bill  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, could  be  in  his  place  to-day. 
SIven  this  was  refused  by  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  in  his  haste  to  amend  the 
Constitution  and  to  remove — not  to 
amend— the  constitutional  security  to 
which  the  great  part  of  the  people  of  this 
country  are  supremely  and  deeply 
attached.  The  noble  Earl  must  know 
that  this  is  a  question  which  touches  the 
sincere  and  honest  convictions — they  may 
be  mistaken,  but  they  are  sincere  and 
honestly  held  convictions — of  a  very  large 
The  Buke  of  Norfolk. 


number  of  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty, 
than  whom  none  could  be  more  loyal, 
none  more  attached  to  the  ConstitutioD. 
It  touches  the  convictions  of  a  large 
number  of  men  who  would  feel  the 
grffiitest  apprehension  at  what  they  would 
consider  any  weakening,  much  more  the 
removal,  of  a  Declaration  which,  in  their 
opinion,  is  a  most  valuable  security  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession to  the  Throne  of  this  country; 
and,  notwithstanding  that  knowledge, 
which  the  noble  Earl  must  poasees,  he 
asks  your  Lordships  to  pass  this  Bill, 
almost  without  notice,  and  at  a  time  when 
not  one  in  1,000,  not  one  I  should  think 
in  100,000  of  the  people  of  this  country 
know  that  such  a  proposal  has  even  been 
made. 

My  Lords,  I  think  we  have  had  a  most 
interesting  and  most  able  discussion ;  but 
if  we  have,  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any 
consideration   on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Earl  which  would  enable  Members  of  this 
House  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  so 
important  a  question  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
expressing  my  conviction  that  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted  is  one  which  cer- 
tainly is  not  in  the  highest  degree  respect- 
ful either  to  the  Members  of  this  House, 
or  to  the  country  at  large.      Reference 
has    already    been  made  to  the   recent 
history  of  this  question,  and  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  fail  to  remember  t^at  Hia 
Majesty's  Government  have,  in  regard  to- 
this  Declaration,  a  policy  of  their  own 
which  was  laid  before  this  House,  and 
fully  explained.    That  policy  was,  while 
retaining  the  Declaration  in  its  substance 
and  in  its  essential  features,  to  eliminate 
from  it  all  the  words  and  expressiona 
which  were  held,  and  I  think  justly  held,^ 
to  be  of  an  offensive  character  or  of  a 
nature  calculated  to  wound  the  feeliz^ 
of  a  great  many  loyal  subjects  of  ma 
Majesty.    A  Committee  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  appointed,  and  they  examined  thia 
Declaration.    They  recommended  another 
form  of  Declaration,  and  the  proposal  of 
the  Committee,  embodied  in  the  form  of 
a  Bill,  was  laid  before  your  Lordships' 
House.     Owing  to,  and  in  consequence 
of,  the  attitude  which  was  assumed  by 
the    Roman  Catholic   Members    of  the 
House,  an  attitude  which  I  am  bound  to 
say  they  do  not  appear  to  have  departed 
from  in  any  degree,  it  was  found  useless 
to  proceed  any  further  with  that  measure. 
That  was  the  policy  of  His  Majesty'a 
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Gorenunent  two  years  ago,  and  that  is 
the  policy  of  His  Majesty  s  Government 
now. 

If  there  were  any  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  attitude  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
community,  as  represented  by  noble 
Lords  who  sit  in  this  House,  towards  the 
proposed  alteration  of  this  Declaration, 
was  in  any  degree  modified.  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  be  perfectly  ready  on 
a  fitting  opportunity  to  renew  the  pro- 
posals which  they  made  two  years  ago — 
I  do  not  know  that  they  would  be  neces- 
sarily in  exactly  the  same  form.  Your 
Lordships  must  also  remember  that  while 
it  was  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  what  they  considered  necessary 
and  desirable  Amendments  into  the  De- 
claration, it  was  equally  their  policy  that 
a  Declaration  substantially  to  the  same 
effect  should  remain  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
country.  I  see  very  little  advantage,  and 
I  see  a  great  many  objections,  to  enter- 
ing into  the  reasons  which,  in  our  judg- 
ment, as  well  as  in  the  judgment  of  many 
noble  Lords  who  sit  opposite,  make  the 
retention  of  such  a  Declaration  necessary. 
They  have  been  stated  with  clearness  and, 
at  the  same  time,  with  admirable  calmness 
and  moderation  in  the  debate  this  even- 
ing. Your  Lordships  cannot  imagine 
that  if  this  question  were  raised  as  one 
of  practical  consideration  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  and  for  discussion 
throughout  the  country,  the  same  tone  of 
moderation  would  prevail.  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  to  raise 
this  question  at  a  time  when  there  is  no 
probability  of  its  leading  to  a  settlement 
would  be  likely  to  revive  religious  contro- 
versy and  to  provoke  controversial 
discussions  far  more  likely  to  retard  than 
to  facilitate  any  possible  settlement  of 
the  question.  I  think  I  have  stated 
accurately  what  was  the  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  two  years  ago; 
but,  lest  there  should  be  any  misappre- 
hension whatever  on  the  subject.  I  do  not 
think  I  could  do  better  than  to  read  two 
yery  short  extracts  from  the  speeches  of 
the  late  Prime  Minister  on  tms  subject, 
which  defined  then,  and  still  accurately 
define,  the  position  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  On  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  which  was  before  your  Lord- 
ships' House  two  years  ago  Lord  Salis- 
bury said — 

"  The  object  of  the  Committee  was  that  theie 
offensive  expreesions  should  be  withdrawn,  and 
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that  so  much  change  as  was  necessary  for  the 
purpose  should  be  made  in  the  new  Statutory 
Declaration.  We  never  promised  to  go  further 
than  that.  We  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  the 
question,  though  we  do  not  coaceal  our  own 
opinion  that  a  Declaration  is  necessary,  or  at 
all  events  highly  expedient,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Protestant  succession.  But  that  is 
not  the  point  which  we  submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament." 

Again  on  the  Third  Reading,  when  the 
attitude  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Peers 
had  been  fully  declared,  Lord  Salisbury 
said — 

"  We  now  know  that  they  do  not  wish  these 
offensive  words  to  be  withdrawn  unless  at  the 
same  time  there  is  withdrawn  that  Declaration 
for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  succession, 
which  we  never  for  a  single  moment  indicated 
that  we  had  any  intention  of  dispensing  with. 
.  .  .  We  know  sufficient  of  the  opinion  of  those 
whose  voices  are  powerful  in  this  matter  to 
know  that  outside  the  Bill  which  we  are  now 
passing  there  is  no  alternative  of  change,  and 
that  what  you  are  doing  by  rejecting  the  Bill  is 
to  lapr  down  that  the  old  Declaration  shall 
remain  in  the  same  words  such  as  it  has  been 
for  more  than  two  centuries  past.  I  am  sorry 
that  it  should  be  so,  but  do  not  let  it  be  said 
that  it  ia  our  doing  that  that  Declaration  is 
maintained.  If  the  Roman  Catholics  had  willed 
it,  if  they  had  been  consenting  parties,  if  they 
had  not  been  active  opponents,  I  think  there 
was  a  very  fair  chance  of  removing  what  I 
admit  to  be  a  stain  upon  the  Statute-book." 

Now.  my  Lords,  those  were  the  opinions 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  two  years 
ago,  and  I  do  not  think  that  in  any 
degree  or  in  any  detail  we  have  seen  any 
reason  to  modify  those  opinions.  They 
were  not  only  the  opinions  of  the 
Government;  they  were  substantially 
also  the  opinions  which  were  held  by 
other  Members  of  this  House  occupying 
very  responsible  positions.  In  the  course 
of  those  debates  the  noble  Earl  (Lord 
Rosebery)  said — 

"  But  that  does  not  prove  that  the  test 
should  not  be  applied  and  that  the  Declaration 
should  not  be  made.  On  the  contrary,  I  hold 
that  the  Declaration  is  one  of  great  importance 
as  being  made  at  a  solemn  moment,  at  the 
moment  of  accession  and  again  renewed  in 
another  form  at  the  moment  of  Coronation, 
and  that  therefore  you  cannot  dispense  with  it. 
Yon  cannot  dispense  with  it  for  this  reason. 
It  is  regarded  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation 
as  a  guarantee.  You  cannot  get  over  that 
fact.  You  are  not  dealing  entirely  with  exalted 
minds  who  see  but  little  to  bind  in  Declarations 
of  this  kind,  but  you  are  dealing  with  the 
great  mass  of  the  nation,  deeply  imbued  with 
Protestantism,  deeply  suspicious  of  anjr  depar- 
ture from  Protestantism,  and  determined,  so 
far  as  it  can,  that  in  no  essential  particular, 
shall  this  Declaration  be  relaxed." 
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And  I  think  that  the  last  words  that 
were  uttered  in  the  debate  two  years  ago 
were  by  Lord  Spencer,  who  said — 

"I  am  convinced  that  the  feeling  in  this 
country  is  so  profound  and  so  strong  on  the 
subject  of  the  Protestant  succession,  and  there 
are  snch  exaggerated  views  of  what  the  old  De- 
claration means,  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
futile  even  for  His  Majesty''8  Government, 
with  all  their  strength,  to  have  proposed  a 
material  alteration  in  that  Declaration." 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  maintain  that  in  the 
face  of  these  declarations,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
but  also  on  the  part  of  responsible 
Statesmen  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  it 
would  be  nothing  less  than  trifling  with 
the  House  to  ask  it,  without  substituting 
anything  in  the  place  of  this  Declaration, 
to  sweep  away  a  security  to  which  such 
a  degree  of  importance  has  been  at- 
tributed by  every  responsible  Member  of 
the  House  who  has  spoken  on  the 
subject,  and  which,  as  I  have  said,  is 
deeply  valued  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  nation. 

My  Lords,  we  are  asked  to  do  away 
with  this  Declaration  solely,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
a  graceful  and  conciliatory  act  to  our 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects.  That 
is,  I  think,  practically  the  only  plea 
which  has  been  put  forward  for  sweeping 
away  this  Declaration.  I  cannot  think 
it  would  be  an  act  of  conciliation  to 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  to 
proToke  a  controversy  which  every  man 
in  this  House  must  know  would  be  an 
acute  and  bitter  controversy,  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land, 
turning  partly  on  historical,  partly 
on  constitutional,  and  to  a  large 
extent  on  theological  questions.  I  cannot 
think  that  it  is  conciliation  of  our 
Roman  Cathob'c  fellow  subjects  to  provoke 
such  a  discussion  and  controversy.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  need  say  more  except 
to  point  out,  merely  as  an  illustration 
of  the  care,  or  the  want  of  care,  with 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  introduced  this 
great  and  important  question  to  the 
consideration  of  your  Lordships,  that 
under  this  Bill,  as  it  stands,  it  would 
be  perfectly  possible  for  a  Roman 
Catholic  to  hold  the  Crown  for  one  or 
two  or  several  years  before  his  Coronation 
without  being  called  upon  to  make  any 
declaration  whatever. 

The  Duke  of  Devmshire. 


The  noUe  Earl  relies  on  two  securities ; 
in  the  first  place  on  the  Coronation  Oath, 
but,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  there  is  no 
necessity  that  that  oath  should  be  taken 
within  a  very  considerable  period  after 
the  accession  of  the  Sovereign.  He  relies 
also  on  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  which  provides  that  anyone 
professing,  or  being  reconciled  to,  the 
Church  of  Rome  shall  ipso  facto  cease  to 
be  Sovereign  of  these  Realms.  But  the 
noble  Elarl  does  not  explain  how,  in  the 
absence  of  any  declaration,  it  is  to  1>e 
ascertained  whether  the  Sovereign  holds 
Roman  Catholic  tenets  or  not.  The 
noble  Earl  has  no  doubt  expressed  bis 
willingness  to  assent  to  certain  Amend- 
ments which  he  thinks  might  be  accepted 
by  those  who  support  this  Bill.  But  I 
submit  that  it  is  for  those  who  propose 
such  a  constitutional  change,  which  would 
so  deeply  irritate  the  feelings  of  a  vast 
number  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
to  prepare  a  complete  measure  for  the 
acceptance  of  Parliament,  and  not  to 
ask  us  to  assent  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  a  Bill  which  sweeps  away  a  Declara 
tion  on  which  many  of  us  put  the  highest 
value  without  knowing  in  the  least 
what  it  is  proposed  to  put  in  its  place. 
An  appeal  was  made  to  me  by  the  noble 
Viscount  behind  me  that  no  pressuro 
should  be  put  by  the  Government  upon 
its  supporters  in  this  matter.  That  is  a 
suggestion  to  which,  I  regret  to  say,  I 
am  altogether  unable  to  give  my  assent. 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  would 
be  discharging  the  responsibility  which 
rests  upon  them  if  they  were  to  refrain 
from  any  means  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent a  question  of  this  kind  being  pre- 
sented for  the  consideration  of  the  country 
in  a  manner  which  we  believe  would 
certainly  not  tend  to  its  ultimate  settle- 
ment, but  which  would  raise  contro 
versies,  especially  in  the  present  state  of 
public  opinion  on  these  matters,  which 
would  lead  to  no  consequences,  excepting 
evil  consequences,  and  to  the  greatest 
mischief  in  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  My  Lords,  1 
do  not  propose  to  intervene  for  more  than 
a  few  minutes  between  your  Lordships 
and  the  division,  the  more  e^cially  as 
I  think  I  do  not  differ  from  anything 
which  has  fatien  from  the  noble  Duke 
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in  the  cour.-e  of  his  weighty  and  elo- 
qtient  speech.  Perhaps  bis  hand  fell 
rather  heavily  on  my  noble  friend  behind 
me  for  the  want  of  notice  he  had  siven 
to  your  Lordships  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paration for  this  debate.  All  I  can  say 
on  that  matter,  not  knowing  the  facts, 
is  that  I  do  not  think  the  debate  has 
justified  the  rebuke  of  the  noble  Duke, 
because  since  I  have  been  in  this  House 
I  have  never  heard  a  debate  which  more 
am[dy  sustained  its  traditions,  in  the  tone 
and  eloquence  with  which  this  subject 
has  been  treated.  The  noble  Duke  has 
almost  spared  me  the  trouble  of  mak- 
ing any  remarks  on  this  occasion,  because 
he  read  so  lengthy  an  excerpt  from 
a  former  speech  of  my  own,  that  I  felt  I 
was  almost  discharged  from  further 
function  in  the  matter. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Not 
too  lengthy. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  It  is  very 
good  of  the  noble  Duke  to  say  so  I  am 
glad  he  took  so  much  pleasure  in  reading 
It.  I  take  a  very  deep  and  serious  interest 
in  this  matter;  and,  though  I  consider 
that  this  debate  has  reached  a  very  high 
line  of  argument  and  tone,  I  cannot 
but  feel  that  we  are  sensibly  further 
back  from  a  solution  of  this  question 
than  we  were  two  years  ago.  And  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  lay  that  chiefly  at 
the  door  of  the  noble  Viscount,  Lord 
Llandaff,  whom  we  always  hear  with  so 
much  pleasure,  and  whom  we  hear 
much  too  seldom  in  this  House.  He 
said  to-night  that  he  did  not  mind  the 
offensiveness  and  the  language  of 
this  Declaration,  what  he  really  cared 
about  was  the  Declaration  itself.  If  that 
be  the  attitude  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Peers  in  this  House,  all  I  can  say  is  that 
they  render  any  settlement  of  this 
question  impossible.  The  object  of  this 
House  has  been  already  defined,  I  think, 
by  the  speeches  quoted  of  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  in  which  he  stated  that  it 
was  impossible,  for  reasons  which  he 
gave  and  for  others  which  will  occur 
to  your  Lordships,  to  do  away  with 
this  Declaration ;  we  desire  only  to 
remove  from  the  Declaration  all  that  is 
unnecessary  and  o£fenrive  to  our  fellow- 
Christians  who  belong  to  another  com- 


munion. But  if  the  noble  Viscount 
claims  to  go  beyond  that,  if  he  claims  to 
remove  al.  declaration  as  being  super- 
fluous, unnecessary,  and  offensive,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  think  we  shall 
proceed  no  further  in  this  matter. 

•Viscount  LLANDAFF:  All  that  I 
have  contended  for  is  that  the  Declara- 
tion should    not   contain    specific  con- 
I  demnation  of  specific  doctrines.    Let  it 
I  assert    the    Protestant    faith     of    the 
\  Sovereign    aa   clearly  and  emphatically 
I  as  the  noble  Earl  may  wish,  out  let  it 
not  go  out  of  its  way  to  condemn  the 
i  faith  of  other  people. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  confess 
I  was  misled  by  what  the  noble  Viscount 
said  about  language.  But  how  is  the 
Protestant  faith — which,  as  its  name 
denotes,  is  a  protest  against  certain 
portions  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman 
Church— how  is  that  to  be  satisfactorily 
defined,  and  defined  in  a  sense  to 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  this  country  are  stoutly  attached, 
without  some  such  repudiation  as  that 
which  the  noble  Viscount  disclaims  1 
That  is  the  part  of  his  speech  which,  I 
confess,  disheartens  me ;  for  I  believe, 
and  I  say  it  with  regret,  if  it  causes  pain 
to  him  and  those  who  agree  with  him, 
that  no  declaration  can  be  made  in  the 
Protestant  sense  which  does  not  contain 
some  of  that  language  of  repudiation 
which  he  dislikes.  I  said  that  I  agreed 
with  all  that  fell  from  the  noble  Duke. 
but  in  one  historical  point,  I  confess,  I 
was  at  variance  with  him.  I  think  he 
gave  too  roseate  an  account  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
this  matter  two  years  ago.  He  said  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Government 
had  examined  the  Declaration  and  had 
made  certain  emendations  in  it.  My 
information  is  that  they  did  not  examine 
the  Declaration.  I  believe  there  is  one 
witness  behind  me.  I  hardly  like  to 
touch  on  the  point  in  the  absence  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack, 
with  whom  this  matter  was  a  very 
sensitive  one,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  there  was  no  examination  of  the 
Declaration.  The  Committee's  proceedings 
were  somewhat  summary,  more  summar}- 
than  those  of  the  noble  Earl  behind  me, 
for  dealing  with  this  great  question. 
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But  let  me  say  in  a  serious  spirit 
that  if]  you  are  to  settle  this  question 
you  must  not  embark  on  it  again 
without  some  prospect  of  a  settlement. 
I  am  very  sorry  that,  whether 
for  the  reasons  given  by  the  noble 
Duke  the  Earl  Marshal,  or  for  others, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Peers  did  not  see 
fit  to  join  in  the  deliberations  of  that 
Committee.  I  am  still  more  sorry  that, 
for  reasons  which  have  not  been  ex- 
plained, the  Committee  did  not  invite 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Peers  some 
expressions  of  their  opinions  as  to  what 
might  be  done  with  regard  to  salving 
their  feelings  in  this  matter.  Still  more 
am  I  sorry  that  no  Member  of  the  right 
rev.  Bench  was  invited  to  form  part  of 
that  Committee,  whose  deliberations  did 
seem  to  me  to  invite  their  cooperation 
in  a  most  eminent  degree.  For  your 
Lordships'  Committee,  in  dealing  with 
this  subject,  to  sit  for  an  hour,  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
peers,  and  without  the  co-operation  of 
our  own  Bishops,  is,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
embark  on  an  enterprise  which  is 
doomed  to  failure;  for  even  with  the 
beet  prognostics,  even  with  every  agree- 
ment which  you  can  reach  between 
these  two  great  bodies,  you  still  always 
have  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
country  to  face  in  dealing  with  this 
matter.  Therefore  I  hope  that  if  the 
Govemment,  and  I  think  it  is  only  the 
Government  that  can  deal  with  such  a 
matter  as  this,  once  more  takes  this 
matter  in  hand  it  will  not  be  without 
careful  consultation  with  and  complete 
co-operation  of  both  the  Bishops  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Peers. 

Lord  BRA  YE :  The  present  Declara- 
tion is  no  guarantee,  even  from  a  Pro- 
testant point  of  view,  for  a  Protestant 
succession,  because,  although  the  Sove- 
reign might  embrace  the  Catholic  religion 
immediately  after  the  Coronation,  he 
would  never  be  called  on  to  make  a  fresh 
Declaration. 

Eakl  GREY:  The  noble  Duke  has 
thought  fit  to  censure  me  for  being  guilty 
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of  a  want  of  respect  in  the  way  in  which 
I  have  brought  this  Bill  before  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  I  have  already  ex- 
plained my  position  with  reference  to  the 
notice  which  I  gave  to  the  House  of  this 
Bill,  it  is  no  new  Bill  It  was  discussed 
fully  two  years  ago. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Not 
this  Bill. 


Earl  GREY:  The  question  is  not  a 
new  one,  and  therefore  I  think  that  I  am 
entitled  to  be  exempted  from  the  censure 
of  the  noble  Duke  in  having  brought  for- 
ward the  Bill  after  a  week's  notice.  I 
also  wish  to  clear  myself  from  the  imputa- 
tion that  I  have  been  lacking  in 
respect  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  sits  on  the  Woolsack.  I  was  anxious 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  but  I  had  already  pledged 
myself  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  brmg 
forward  the  Bill  this  afternoon.  The 
noble  Duke  had  telegraphed  to  his  frienda 
telling  them  that  the  Bill  would  be  taken 
to-day,  and  therefore  I  felt  myself  unable, 
much  to  my  regret,  to  meet  the  request 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  I  greatly  regret 
that  the  noble  Duke  the  Leader  of  the 
House  has  not  seen  his  way  to  accede 
to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  most 
reverend  the  Primate,  that  this  question 
cannot  be  left  where  it  is.  I  had  hoped 
that  an  assurance  would  be  given  that  a 
new  Committee  would  be  appointed  t«y 
inquire  fully  into  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  most  reverend  Primate,  who 
himself  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  quite  possible  to  draw  up  a 
declaration  which  would  satisfy  the 
Protestant  sentiment  of  the  country 
without  selecting  doctrines  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith  for  special  repudiation  by 
the  Sovereign  on  his  accession.  The  fact 
that  such  a  suggestion  was  made  from 
such  a  quarter  is  ample  and  complete 
justification  of  my  action  in  having 
brought  forward  this  Bill. 


On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided^ 
Contents,  62,  Not-Contents,  109. 
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Resolved  in  the  negative. 

THE  RESERVATION  OF  THE  COASTAL 
TRADE. 

Lord  MUSKERRY,  who  had  given 
notice  "  To  call  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Subsidies  Committee 
and  the  Beeolution  adopted  at  the  Con- 


ference of  Colonial  Premiers  regarding 
the  reservation  of  the  coastal  trade  of 
the  British  Empire,  and  to  the  fact  that 
British  shipowners  are  subjected  to 
unfair  competition  owing  to  the  coastal 
trade  of  practically  all  the  foreig^ 
maritime  powers  being  reserved  to  their 
own  ships ;  and  to  move  to  resolve  '  that 
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in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is 
desirable  that  l^islation  on  the  terms 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Subsidies 
Committee  and  the  Resolution  adopted 
at  the  Conference  of  Colonial  Premiers 
should  be  initiated  by  His  Majesty's 
OoTemment,' "  said :  My  Lords,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  detain  your  Lord- 
ships at  any  great  length  in  calling 
attention  to  the.  most  important  subject 
of  the  reservation  of  the  coastal  trade  of 
the  British  Empire,  especially  when  we 
have  regard  to  the  views  which  have 
been  recently  expounded  by  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  way  of  the  adoption 
of  a  system  of  preferential  tariffs,  which 
shall  serve  to  still  further  consolidate 
the  British  Empire,  and  to  draw  closer 
the  bonds  of  unity  between  the-  colonies 
and  the  mother  country.  I  feel  there- 
fore that  only  a  favourable  answer  can 
consistently  be  given  to  my  advocacy  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  taking  steps 
in  reserving  the  great  shipping  trade, 
not  only  on  our  own  coasts,  but  between 
this  country  and  our  colonies  and  vice 
versa,  to  British  ships. 

I  think  your  Lordships  cannot  but 
agree  that  it  is  u  grave  scandal  that,  for 
instance,  foreign  snips  should  actually  be 
permitted,  and  do  trade  in  competition 
with  British  shipowners  in  the  coastal 
trade  between  ports  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and,  to  go  farther  afield,  they 
may  trade  between  this  country  and  our 
own  colonies  at  an  advantage  against 
British  shipowners,  owing  to  their  not 
complying  with  what  are  called  "  restric- 
tions '  upon  British  shipowners — praise 
worthy  "  restrictions  "  I  call  them — for 
the  ensuring  of  safety  of  life  at  sea.  No 
doubt  ^our  Lordships  would  like  to  have 
■ome  information  as  to  what  is  the 
attitude  adopted  by  other  maritime 
Powers  in  re^^rd  to  their  shipping  trade, 
and  I  may  say  that  amongst  those  who 
will  permit  none  but  their  own  ships  to 
carry  on  trade  on  their  own  coasts,  or 
between  their  own  ports  and  their 
colonies,  are  Belgium,  France,  Russia, 
Italy,  Portugal,  Spain,  Brazil,  United 
States,  Egypt  and  others.  As  an  instance 
I  may  explain  that  up  till  quite  recently 
a  very  large  trade  was  done  by  British 
ships  bringing  grain  cargoes  from 
Ruasian  ports  in  the  Black  Sea  through 

Lord  Mmkerry. 


the  Mediterranean  and  round  through 
the  Baltic  to  St.  Petersburg  and  otlMr 
North  Russian  ports,  which,  as  your 
Lordships  know,  is  a  voyage  of  some  con- 
siderable duration.  Russia  is  now,  how- 
ever, reserving  to  herself  her  coastsil 
trade,  and  all  this  trade  which  has 
been  carried  on  by  British  shipowners  i» 
lost  to  them.  At  the  same  time  a  Russian 
vessel  is  perfectly  free  to  trade  between 
British  ports,  and  under  more  advan- 
tageous conditions,  as  I  have  previously 
explained,  than  British  ships. 

My  hands  are  considerably  strengthened 
by  two  recommendations  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  possibly 
ignore.  One  is  that  of  the  SubBidie» 
Committee,  which  has  recently  concluded 
its  deliberations.  On  referring  to  their 
Report  I  find  it  stated  that : — 

"  This  oUas  of  restriction  appears  to  be  on- 
the  increase,  so  that  the  field  for  British  trad- 
ing throoghoat  the  world  is  becoming  gradually 
but  surely  circumyribed.  The  United  State» 
extend  the  doctrine  so  as  to  declare  a  voyage 
fiom  New  York  round  Cape  Hdm  to  San. 
Francisco,  or  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu, 
to  be  a  coasting  voyage,  and  as  such  they 
rvstriot  it  to  reasels  carrying  the  United  8tat<K. 
flag.  Similarly,  France  refuses  to  allow  any 
but  French  vemela  to  trade  between  Frencb 
potts  and  Algeria  ;  and  Russia,  in  reserving  it» 
coasting  trade  to  its  own  flag,  includes  in  this- 
restriction  the  navigation  between  Knsaian 
ports  in  the  Bailie  and  the  Black  Sea,  and. 
between  all  Russian  ports  and  Vladivoatock  in. 
the  far  east  of  Siberia.  Such  restrictions  have- 
seriously  affected  British  trade." 

This  will  be  no  cause  of  surprise  to  your 
Lordships.  Sir  Robert  Giffen,  a  very 
high  authority,  estimated  that  thei°e 
would  be  a  gain  of  9  per  cent,  in  trade 
by  British  vessels,  and  he  stated  that 
this  was  a  considerable  advantage.  Be 
did  not  fear  reprisals,  for,  as  foreigners 
already  reserved  their  coasting  trade^ 
they  would  have  no  cause  of  complaint. 
The  Committee  say  that  Sir  Robert 
Giffeu's  evidence  as  to  the  reservation  o£ 
British  Imperial  coasting  trade  to  British 
ships  deserves  very  careful  attention. 
The  Committee  desire  specially  to  point 
out  that  as  the  coast-line  of  the  British 
Empire  is  the  greatest  of  any  country  in 
the  world,  Great  Britain  need  have  no 
serious  fear  of  effective  retaUation,  even 
if  most  of  them  did  not  already  do  what 
is  now  suggested  for  Great  Britain.  The 
Committee  think  that  the  occasion  has- 
come  when  the  question  of  the  qualified 
reservation  of  British  Imperial  coasting 
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trade  on  the  lines  indicated  should  be 
considered  by  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemmeDt 
with  a  view  to  reserving  the  British  and 
colonial    coastwise  trades  and  the  Im- 
pwial  coasting  trade  within  the  British 
Empire  to    British    and  colonial  ships 
and  vessels  of  those  nations  who  throw 
open  their  coasting  trade  to  British  and 
colonial  ships.    The  plain  truths  to  which 
the  Committee  have  drawn  attention  in 
thisdirection,  and  the  very  strongopinions 
they  hold,  make  it  imperative  that  your 
Lordships  should  not  allow  them  to  be 
relegated  to  the  Parliamentary  dust-heap 
where  so  many  Blue-books  bear  testimony 
to  futile  labour  and  expense.     I  have  the 
satisfaction    of    not   only    basing    my 
remarks  on  this  Motion  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Subsidies  Committee,  but  upon 
one  of  the  most  important  Resolutions 
passed  by  the    Conference   of  Colonial 
Premiers  held  in  this  country  last  year, 
which    is    destined    to    bring    about  a 
revolution  of  the  principles  upon  which 
British  trade  has  been  carried  on  for 
many  years.    The  question  of  preferential 
tari£b,  which  was  also  the  subject  of  a 
Resolution  by  the  Conference,  is  one  in 
which  His   Majesty's   Grovemment    are 
already  moving,  but,  of  course,  this,  as 
I  understand  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  say,  will  require  very  deep  thought 
and    consideration    to    arrive    at    some 
practicable  and  workable  scheme  if  the 
same   appears    advisable.     Not  so   with 
the  reservation  of  the  coastal  trade,  for 
this  has  been  thoroughly  gone  into  by 
the   Subsidies  Committee,  and  valuable 
statistics  are  immediately  at  hand ;  there- 
fore, so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  really 
no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  His  Majesty  s 
Grovemment  at    once  taking    steps    to 
carry  out  in  practice  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Subsidies   Committee  and 
the  resolution  of  the  Colonial  Premiers, 
which  is  as  follows — 

"  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  attention  of 
the  Governments  of  the  colonies  and  the 
United  KiDgdom  shoald  be  called  to  the 
preeent  state  of  the  navigation  laws  in  the 
Empire,  and  in  other  countries,  and  to 
the  advisability  of  refusing  the  privileges 
of  coastwise  trade,  including  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  its  colonies 
and  posse-sions  and  between  one  colony 
or  poases-oion  and  another,  to_  countries  in 
which  the  corres{)ondiug  trade  is  confined  to 
ships  of  rheir  own  nationality,  and  also 
to  the  laws  affecting  shipping,  with  a 
view  of  seeing  whether  any  ot  ner  steps  should 
be  taken  to  promote  Imperial  trade  in  British 
vessels."  - 
As  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 


State  for  Foreign  Afi&urs  has  told  your 
Lordships — 

"Those  distinguished  colonial  stateunen 
came  here  on  purposes  of  business,  and  it  is 
impossible  having  these  Hesolutiona  before  us 
ligntly  to  brush  tnem  on  one  side." 

They,  my  Lords,  evidently  recognise 
the  supreme  importance  of  cohesion  and 
the  consolidation  of  the  mterests  of  the 
Empire.  What  can  be  more  important 
than  our  shipping  industry  and  the  main- 
tenance of  our  sea  commerce  t  It  is  of 
the  most  vitol  interest  to  our  Empire ;  it 
is  the  industry  which  has  principally  con- 
tributed to  make  the  English  power  what 
it  is ;  it  is  what  binds  the  mother  country 
to  our  colonies  and  possessions  abroad, 
and  the  decline  of  this  industry  would 
inevitably  lead  to  the  decline  of  the 
Empire. 

I  take  it  that  the  first  duty  of  the 
Roytd  Navy  is  the    mrotection  of    the 
commerce   of    Great    Britain.      Rightly 
this  Navy  of  which  we  are  so  proud  is 
being  augmented  and  kept  in  a  high  state 
of  efficiency,  but  it  is  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  practically  nothing  is  done  by 
the  Government  to  keep  up  the  efficiency 
and  prosperity  of  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
which   necessarily  is  our  first    reserve. 
The  principal  reason  for  maintaining  such 
a  large  fleet  of  war  vessels  being  the  pro- 
tection of  our  British  merchant  shipping, 
it  seems  to  be  a  most  serious  neglect  on 
the   part  of   successive   Governments  of 
this  country  that  no  consideration  should 
be  extended  to  an  industry  which  is  the. 
mainstay  of  the  nation,  but  rather  that 
every    encouragement    is    extended    to 
foreign  vessels   to  compete   against  our 
own.    And  now,  my  Lords,  I  earnestly 
trust  that  you  will  support  me  in  urging 
His  Majesty's  Gtovemment  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  in  carrying  out  a  reform 
which  will  be  of  the  greatest  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  to  British  shipowners 
in   the  severe    competition   with   which 
they  now   meet,   and   which   is  getting 
keener  and  keener  as  time  goes  on.     In 
encouraging     British     shipowners    you 
are    also    fortifying   and    nursing    our 
splendid  merchant  service  which  performs 
a  national  duty,  and  which  in  reality  is 
the  very  life-blood  of  our  Empire.     I  will, 
in  conclusion,  read  to  your  Lordships  a 
letter  I  received  two  or  three  days  ago 
which    shows    the  existence  of  a  very 
startling  state  of  affairs : — 

"I  have  been  an  officer  in  the  mercaiiiile 
service,  and  at  present  I  am  a  Port  Sanitnry 
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Inspector  on  the  River  Thames.  Like  myself, 
the  majority  of  my  coUeagaes  have  in  their 
time  had  command  both  in  steam  and  sail. 
Each  man  of  as,  in  the  pursuit  of  our  calling, 
inspect,  on  an  average,  about  3,000  ships  per 
annum  ;  it  will  thus  oe  seen  that  fur  practical 
experience  of  the  service  ashore  and  afloat,  in 
no  other  Port  in  the  Kingdom  can  the  same 
practical  information  on  this  phase  of  the 
question  be  had.  I  am  not  fioing  to  give  my 
opinion  on  the  matter,  but  I  will  try  to  pat 
before  you  the  unanimous  opinion  of  my 
brother  inspectors,  all  old  shipmasters,  all 
sanitary  inspectors. 

The  first  thing  that  we  have  noticed  is  that  of 
late  years  nearly  all  the  old  clipper  ships  have 
been  sold ;  a  few  only  are  left  ana  the  bestscbool 
for  training  the  young  seamen  is  now  a  limited 
ona  Most  of  these  old  iron  ships  are  yet  run- 
ning with  reduced  crews  under  foreign  flags — 
German  and  Norwegian,  for  the  most  part.  The 
percentage  of  foreign  bottoms  using  the  port  is 
increusing  by  leaps  and  bounds,  one  reason  of 
this  being  that,  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
factory  after  factory  has  had  to  shut  up  owing 
to  being  ruined  by  foreign  competition — glass 
works,  chinaware,  hardware,  bottle-making, 
toy  -  making,  pianos,  musical  instruments, 
cabinet-  making,  seed  -  crushing,  and  many 
others.  One  of  the  last  down  here  in  East 
London  to  collapee  ....  held  out  bravely, 
but  they  had  to  give  in,  and  1,600  men  were 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  over  £2,000  in 
wages  lost  to  the  district  weekly. 

"The  reason  that  the  loss  of  an  industry 
down  here  means  an  increase  in  foreign  ships 
using  the  port  is  that  as  soon  as  the  foreigner 
has  firmly  started  on  »  firm  basis  the  trade  we 
have  lost,  he  always  sends  the  goods  by  one  of 
his  own,  or  his  own  country's  ships,  because  it  is 
probably  cheaper,  and  it  is  patriotic  at  the 
same  time.  So  you  see  loss  of  manufactures 
means  in  the  end  loss  of  transport.  If  the 
foreigner  can  export  in  his  own  bottoms,  and 
make  it  pay,  so  could  we  if  we  had  protection. 
We  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  in  Liverpool, 
but  of  recent  years  the  number  of  foreign 
ships  trading  on  our  coast  Mrithout  a  break  is 
on  the  increase,  and,  so  far  as  London  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  foreign  ships,  mostly  German 
and  Norwegian,  all  the  year  round  carrying 
coal  from  Newcastle,  stones  from  the  Channu 
Islands,  coal  from  South  Wales,  clay  from 
Poole,  grit  from  Brideport,  stone  from  Port- 
land, and  only  the  other  day  a  small  (merman 
schooner  brought  up  to  London  a  cargo  of 
cement  from  Kochester— free  trade  with  a 
vengeance.  Although  I  am  unable  to  say  what 
good  this  state  of  afiairs  is  to  the  country,  I 
<»an  tell  what  the  harm  is.  Thousands  of 
ponnds  sterling  per  week  for  freight  are 
leaving  the  country  that  might  remain  here, 
and  thou»ands  of  our  seamen  arc  out  of  work, 
msjiy  in  despair  have  become  casual  labourers, 
or  joined  the  ranks  of  the  chronic  unemployed. 

"  Again,  of  late  years,  a  large  percentage  of 
foreigners,  mostly  German,  Norwegian,  and 
Italian,  have  taken  to  trade  entirely  between 
London  and  our  own  colonies.  They  never  go  in 
any  other  trade ;  they  load  here  of  set  purpose, 
because  it  pays  them  best.  The  obliging 
forei^er,  not  content  with  doing  our  own 
coasting  trade,  is  thus  gradually  cutting  into 

Lord  Muskerry. 


our  own  colonial  trade,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  anjr  day  a  half  dozen  of  these  foreign 
ships,  with  not  a  single  Britisher  on  board, 
may  be  seen  loading  in  the  South- West  India 
Dock  for  the  colonies.  This  state  of  afiairs  is 
gradually  getting  worse  and  'worse  all  tlie 
time ;  the  number  of  foreign  boarding  houses 
for  foreigners  is  on  tne  increase,  the 
home  people  are  being  frozen  out  altogether, 
and  bands  of  raw  young  German  seamen  are 
brought  over  here  and  tonted  and  foisted  upon 
any  one  that  will  have  them.  I  constantly 
meet  these  young  men  on  our  own  coasters, 
and  of  course  the  supposition  is  that  before 
they  get  there  a  certain  amount  of  blood - 
money  changes  hands.  Not  only  is  the  Eng- 
lish A.B.  being  ousted,  but  many  Britisu 
ships  carry  no  English  officers,  save  perhaps 
the  Master.  Indeed,  only  last  week  the  '  Loch 
Broom '  came  over  from  tbe  Continent  without 
a  single  British  officer,  and  what  oHBcers  there 
were  had  no  certiticates.  This  is  constantly 
recurring.  The  Board  of  Trade  Regulations 
are  a  mere  farce — something  like  the  Regu- 
lations to  Board  of  Trade  Surveyors  re  crew 
quarters,  never  by  any  means  carried  out  nnlesj 
by  accident. 

"  If  this  weakening  of  the  service  continneo, 
in  time  it  will  mean  that  there  will  soon  be  a 
weakening  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve ; 
apart  from  that,  in  time  of  war  the  ships  will 
require  coal  and  stores  and  other  transport. 
I  take  it  this  is  a  most  important  point.  Of 
course,  if  the  aliens  who  now  man  nearly  half 
the  mercantile  navy  will  do  the  fighting, 
repair  the  wastage  in  the  Navy,  and  do  the 
transport  and  feed  the  people  of  England  at 
the  same  time,  then  no  more  need  os  said  ; 
but  Sir,  the  sea  is  our  birthright  for  us  and 
our  boys,  and  if  you  can  do  anything  to  keep 
us  from  being  ousted  fiom  our  own  ships  and 
from  our  own  trade  with  our  brethren  acroi-s 
the  sea,  you  will  have  earneil  the  gratitude  of 
all  British  seamen." 

I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire 
whether  the  facts  stated  in  this  letter 
are  true,  and  I  find  that  they  are. 
Surely,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  they  indicate  a  serious  state  of 
affairs  which  cannot  be  allowed  to 
continue. 

Moved  to  resolve.  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House  it  is  desirable  that  legis- 
lation on  the  terms  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Subsidies  Committee  and 
the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Conference 
of  Colonial  Premiers  should  be  initiated 
by  His  Majesty's  Government. — {Lord 
Muskerry.) 

Lord  WOLVERTON:  My  Lords,  as 
I  understand  tbe  matter,  it  is  not  so 
much  the  coasting  trade,  in  the  narrower 
sense  of  the  term,  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  of  the  various  colonies  and 
dependencies,  as  the  trade  between  the 
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different  parts  of  the  Empire  that  has  to 
be  borne  in  mind.  The  total  tonnage 
of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  annually 
in  the  trade  between  different  parts  of 
the  British  Empire  —  that  is  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  various 
colonies  and  possessions,  and  between 
the  colonies  and  possessions  (counting 
the  Australian  States  as  separate  colonies, 
bat  not  including  any  of  the  colonial 
coasting  trade  strictly  so  called)  —  is 
36,814,000  tons,  of  which  33,310,000 
tons  are  British  and  4,504,000  foreign. 
Thus  the  percentage  of  British  is  88 
and  of  foreign  12.  So  far  as  the  United 
Kingdom  alone  is  concerned,  94  per 
cent,  of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade  appears  to  be  British, 
^ach  colonial  figures  as  are  available 
show  a  proportion  of  96  per  cent. 
British  and  4  foreign.  Of  these  small 
percentages  of  British  coasting  trade 
and  trade  between  different  parts  of 
the  Empire  only  a  small  fraction 
would  be  affected  by  the  Resolution  of 
Colonial  Premiers,  or  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  although  France  reserves  the 
trade  between  the  Atlantic  and  Mediter- 
ranean seaboards,  and  also  the  trade 
between  France  and  Algeria,  the  carrying 
trade  between  France  and  her  oversea 
colonies  is  open  to  foreign  vessels  on 
equal  terms  with  French  vessels.  Also 
that,  with  certain  relatively  unimportant 
exceptions,  five  out  of  the  seven  principal 
foreign  countries  with  oversea  possessions 
— France,  Germany,  Holland,  Denmark, 
and  Pbrtugal — throw  open  the  carrying 
trade  between  the  mother  country  and 
those  possessions;  but  in  the  case  of 
(Jermany  the  preference  she  gives  by 
subsidies  must  be  taken  into  account. 
Russia  and  the  United  States  alone 
reserve  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of 
their  trade  between  their  distant  coasts 
and  with  oversea  possessions  to  national 
ships.  Therefore  the  question,  as  limited 
by  the  Resolution  of  the  Ck>loniaI  Premiers, 
practically  affects  Russia  and  the  United 
States  alone,  and  the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  giving  effect  to  the  Resolution 
would  consequently  be  small.  But  the 
principle  involved  is  important,  and  is  so 
closely  connected  with  the  question 
of  Fiscal  Policy  now  under  consideration 
that  the  Government  must  decline  to 
make  any  separate  pronouncement 
upon  it  at    the  present   time.     With 


regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Subsidies 
Committee  generally,  I  may  say  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
recently  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons 
how  far  the  legislation  applying  at 
present  to  British  shipping  trading  to 
porta  in  the  United  Kindom  could  be 
extended  to  vessels  belonging  to  foreign 
owners,  and  in  reply  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 
suggested  that  the  most  convenient 
oourse  would  be  for  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  introduce  a  Bill 
embodying  the  views  of  the  shipowners, 
and  that  the  Government  would  be 
prepared  to  g^ve  favourable  consideration 
to  such  a  Bill  on  the  understanding 
that,  if  read  a  second  time,  it  should  go 
to  a  Select  Committee.  I  conclude  that 
the  noble  Duke  would  adopt  a  similar 
course  in  the  event  of  a  Bill  being  in- 
troduced in  this  House.  I  trust  that 
my  noble  friend  will  not  press  his 
Motion. 

LOED  MUSKERRY :  May  I  take  it 
that  the  question  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Government  1 

Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdownb)  :  As  this  important 
question  is  connected  with  the  larger 
question  of  the  Fiscal  Policy  which  the 
Government  has  now  before  it,  the 
noble  Lord  may  take  it  that  neither  one 
nor  the  other  will  be  lost  sight  of.  * 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 

MOTOR  IRAFFIC  REGULATION. 
Thb  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I  beg 
to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  when 
it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  regulation  of  motor  traffic. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  I  regret 
the  delay  that  has  taken  place.  It  has 
been  inevitable.  I  am  now  able  to 
assure  the  noble  Earl  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill  and  to  express  the  hope,  I 
think  well-founded,  that  I  may  be  able 
t*  present  it  in  the  course  of  next  week> 

Hooae  adjourned  at  Eight  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half -past  Ten 


o'clock. 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 

BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been 
compUed  with,  viz. :  Poole  and  District 
Electric  Traction  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  AD- 
DITIONAL PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  oi 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision (No.  2)  in  the  following  Bill  the 
Stancling  Orders  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. :  Castleblaney.  Ready,  and 
Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) 
BiU. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction 
to  the  Committee  on  the  BiU  that  they 
have  power  to  make  provision  therein 
accordingly. 

Scottish- American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).  Read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  17)  Bill ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill; 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pre 
visional  Orders  (Na  4)  BUI;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)2BilL 
Read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

North  British  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. 
Considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
upon  Monday  next. 

Bamsley  Corporation  (Water)  BilL 
Order  [2nd  March]  that  the  Bill  be  eran- 
mitted,  read,  and  discharged.  Bill  with- 
drawn.— {Mr.  CaldweU.) 

Gateshead  Corporation  BilL  Repotted 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee^ 
with  Amendments ;  R^wrt  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Bill.  Reported  with  Amendments; 
Repo  t  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition  from   Beverley,  against;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Sleaford,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENKWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Sleaford,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Falkirk,  in  favour;  to 
he  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFK« 
SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Banning,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PATENT  OFFICE  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Prudential  Assurance 
Company,  Limited,  against  (praying  to 
be  heard  by  Counsel) ;  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the   BilL 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ABMY  (COMMISSION  ON  DYSENTERY). 
Copy  presented,  of  Beport  of  the  Com- 
musion  on  the  nature,  pathology,  causa- 
tion, and  prevention  of  Dysentery,  and 
its  relationship  to  Enteric  Fever,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  August,  1900  [by  Command] ;  to 
vfoa  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Keport  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  applications  made 
during  1902  under  The  Bail  way  Com- 
panies' Powers  Act,  1864,  and  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
respect  thereto  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  223.] 

RAILWAYS     CONSTRUCTION     FACILI- 
TIES ACT.  1864. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  an  Application  made 
daring  the  year  1902  under  the  Act,  and 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  respect  thereto  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  224.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING   ACTS,    1882   TO 
1890  (PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Beport  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  respecting  the  Applica- 
tions to  and  Proceedings  of  the  Boaid  of 
Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts, 
1882  to  1890,  during  the  past  year  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  225.] 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (OFFICE  OF  LAND 
REVENUE  RECORDS  AND  ENROL- 
MENTS). 

Copy  of  Schedule  containing  a  List 
and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents 
from  the  Office  of  Land  Bevenue  Becords 
and  Enrolments  which  are  now  in  the 
Public  Beoord  Office,  but  are  not  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify 
their  preservation  therein  [by  Act  J. 

PATENT  OFFICE  EXTENSION 

[EXPENSES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by   Parliament,   of    all   Expenses 


incurred  by  the  Commissioners  of  Works- 
under  anv  Act  of  the  present  Session  for 
the  acquisition  of  land  for  the  further 
extension  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  for 

eoses    connected    therewith    (King's- 
mmendation  signified),  to-morrow. — 
{Mr.  Elliot.) 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  (VENTILATION). 

Ordered,  that*the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Select  Committee  up- 
pointed  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament 
to  inquire  into  the  ventilation  of  the 
House  be  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  House  of  Commons  ^Ventila- 
tion), and  be  printed. — {Sir  Alexander 
Admd-Hood.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  FOTES. 


Indian  Native  States— AdministntiTe 
Control. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GBEE  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  can  state  how  many  of  the  Nativ» 
States  of  India,  the  territory  of  which 
exceeds  100  square  miles,  are  or  were  up 
to  the  end  of  last  year  under  the  adminis- 
trative control  of  political  agents  on 
account  of  the  infancy  or  incapacity  of 
the  chiefs  of  such  States ;  and  what  has 
been  the  increase  in  their  number  during 
the  last  five  years. 

{Answered  hij  Secretary  Lord  Qeorge 
Hamilton.)  The  materials  at  my  disposal 
do  not  enable  me  to  give  the  information 
asked  for  by  my  Eon.  friend.  I  will 
request  the  Government  of  India  to 
furnish  lists  showing  the  number  of  States 
in  question,  now  as  compared  with  five 
years  ago. 

Position  of  Naval  SchoolmastezB. 

Mb.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  hav& 
arrived  at  any  conclusion  with  re^ird  to> 
the  position,  pay,  and  pension  of  naval 
schoolmasters,  principal  or  assistant,  or 
both  ;  and  if  he  can  announce  the  prospect 
of  an  improvement  for  members  of  this 
branch  of  the  service. 
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{Answered  hy  Mr.  Amold-Forster.)  As 
I  informed  the  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
mouth on  the  11th  March  t  naval  school- 
masters, as  chief  petty  officers,  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  the  improved  scale  of 
pension  recently  granted  to  chief  petty 
officer  ratings.  As  regards  the  questions 
-of  position  and  pay  I  am  unable  at  present 
to  add  anything  to  my  replies  to  the  hon. 
Member's  Questions  of  the  23rd  March 
4ind  the  2nd  April.  J 

New  Ordnance  Maps. 

Mb.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.):  To 
^aak  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Hunts, 
■as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  the  new  issue  of  the  inch 
Ordnance  maps  the  old  boundaries  of 
parishes  and  oaronies  are  omitted,  and 
the  boundaries  of  urban  and  rural  districts 
have  not  been  put  on;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  omission  of  those  bound- 
aries renders  those  maps  almost  useless 
for  the  purposes  of  local  authorities  in 
Ireland,  he  will  take  steps  to  have  the 
boundaries  of  the  new  rural  and  urban 
<listrict  councils  and  county  electoral 
divisions  marked  in  future. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  The 
boundaries  of  parishes  and  baronies  were 
omitted  from  the  new  issue  of  the  one- 
inch  Ordnance  Survey  map  in  order  to 
avoid  confusion  with  other  and  more 
important  details,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  special  edition  of  the  map  is  now  issued 
for  the  local  government  purposes,  on 
which  the  boundaries  of  rural  and  urban 
<listricts,  and  also  those  of  counties, 
■district  electoral  divisions,  and  county 
boroughs  are  shown  in  red.  I  shall  tie 
glad  to  send  a  specimen  sheet  to  the  hon. 
Member.  Any  question  which  may  arise 
as  to  the  old  boundaries  of  parishes  and 
baronies  could  always  be  settled  on 
reference  to  the  copies  of  maps  of  the  old 
edition  which  are  retained  by  the 
Ordnance  Survey. 

Sdncation  Act,  1902,  Section  2S  (4)--l88ne 
ofBegnlatioiu. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government    Board,    when    the 


t  See  (4)  Debatet,  cxix.,  375. 

t  See  (4)  Dehata,  cxix.,  1442,  and  cxx.,  899. 


Local  Government  Board  will  issue  the 
regulation  required  by  Section  23  (4) 
of  the  Education  Act,  1902. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Walter  Lung.)  The 
regulations  have  been  prepared  and  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Board*  of  Education  respecting  them.  I 
think  it  may  be  desirable  that  some 
representatives  of  the  local  authorities 
concerned  should  see  the  regulations 
before  they  are  finally  settled,  but  I 
hope  they  may  be  issued  shortly. 

Oondition  of  the  Boyal  Oanal,  IrelaiicL 

Mk.  KENNEDY :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  in  September  1894,  Major- 
General  C.  S.  Hutchinson,  R.E.,  reported 
on  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Canal, 
Irdand,  and  corroborated  the  complaints 
of  the  boat-owners  and  traders  which  led 
to  that  inquiry ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  similar  complaints  are  now  made, 
he  will  direct  an  official  inspection  of 
the  Royal  Canal,  to  investigate  those 
complaints,  and  to  report  whether  the 
recommendations  contained  in  Major 
Hutchinson's  Report  have  been  carried 
into  effect 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Yes, 
Sir,  it  is  the  case  that  in  1894  General 
Hutchinson  reported  on  the  condition 
of  this  canal  to  the  effect  stated.  In 
the  following  year  a  further  inspection 
was  made  by  the  late  Sir  Francis 
Marindin,  who  also  reported  to  a  similar 
effect.  Inspections  have  since  been 
made  by  the  Irish  Board  of  Works.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  received  no  recent 
complaints  of  the  condition  of  the  canal, 
but  if  such  complaints  were  addressed  to 
the  Department  the  Board  would  be 
prepared  to  consult  with  the  Irish  Office 
on  the  question  of  a  further  inspection. 

Discharge  of  British  Seamen  at 
Continental  Ports. 

Mb.  HEYWOOD  JOHNSTON  (Sus- 
sex, Horsham):  To  ask  Mr.  Chanodlor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  he  can  now  see  his 
way  to  act  upon  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  by 
him,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  1896,  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
engagement    and   discharge  of    British 
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seamen  at  Continental  ports  within  the 
home  trade  limite,  by  adopting  their 
recommendation  that  fees  cliarged  for 
remittances  under  the  money  order  and 
transmission  system?  should  be  abolished. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  ad- 
viaabiUty  of  acting  on  the  recommenda- 
tion alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member  has 
been  more  than  once  considered.  Har- 
iag  regard  to  the  results  that  might  be 
expected  if  it  were  adopted,  and  also  to 
the  fact  that  the  larger  part  of  the  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  remittances 
is  already  met  out  of  the  Votes,  I  do  not 
feel  justiBed  in  incurring  the  extra  ex- 
penditure that  would  be  occasioned. 

Baffles  at  Ohorch  Bazaars. 
.Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  on  6th  February  last  a  sub- 
scription sale  and  prize  drawing  at 
Perth,  in  aid  of  a  minister  and  widow 
women  respectively,  was  suppressed,  he 
will  state  on  what  grounds  raffling  and 
prize  drawings  were  permitted  in  con- 
nection with  Wallacetown  Parish  Church, 
Dundee,  on  the  20th  and  21st  March 

L'\8t. 


(Anstoered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  hon.  Member's  information  is  not 
quite  accurate.  There  was  a  prize 
drawing  in  aid  of  a  widow  in  Perth  to 
which,  presumably,  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  which,  in  the  special  circum- 
stances, was  not  suppressed.  The  lottery 
in  aid  of  the  minister  referred  to  was  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  a  litigation  against  his 
colleague.  It  was  accordingly  in  an 
entirdy    diflFerent    category    from    the 

rize  drawings  in  Dundee,  which  were 

or  a  purely  charitable  object. 


fc 


Completion  of  Public  Buildings  in  London. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
RushcliflFe):  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Derbyshire,  as  representing 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  what 
are  the  dates  fixed  by  contract  for  the 
completion  of  the  various  public  build- 
ings in  Whitehall,  Parliament  Street, 
and  South  Kensington;  and  is  such 
progress  being  made  with  the  respective 
contracts  as  to  ensure  their  readiness  for 
the  public  service  by  the  specified  dates 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.)  In 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question, 
the  dates  for  the  completion  of  the 
contracts  for  the  fabrics  of  the  respec- 
tive buildings  are  as  follows : — New  War 
Office  26th  June,  1906;  New  Public 
Ofiices  in  Parhament  Street,  1st  June, 
1907  ;  Koyal  College  of  Science,  1st 
June,  1905;  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum. 
23rd  February,  1907;  Admiralty  (Block 
III.)  (say)  30th  June,  1906.  (Contract 
about  to  be  made  'for  superstructure.) 
With  regard  to  the  second  query,  I  have 
to  say  that  such  progress  is  being  made 
with  the  above  works  as  to  justify  an 
assumption'that  they  will  be  completed  by 
the  specified  dates.  In  some  cases  it  is 
possible  that  the  fittings  will  not  all  be 
finished,  but  every  efi"ort  will  be  made- 
lo  avoid  delay. 

Creditors  of  Persons  confined  in  Lunatic 
Asylums. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Edmund 
B.  Lester,  a  lunatic  confined  in  the  County 
Antrim  Asylum  at  Belfast  under  an  order 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and 
who  formerly  carried  on  business  as  a 
grocer  in  Belfast,  has  creditors  to  the 
extent  of  X350,  while  there  are  funds 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  lunacy 
master  amounting  to  £373  Is.  3d.,. 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the 
Accountant-General,  out  of  which  and  the 
income  thereof  the  sum  of  £26  is  paid  by 
the  Registrar  in  Lunacy  to  the  asylum 
authorities  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
lunatic,  and  that  the  Registrar  in  Lunacy 
has  refused  to  apply  this  sum,  or  any  part 
thereof,  in  liquidation  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  several  creditors  of  the  lunatic,  he  will 
explain  why  this  person  is  not  maintained 
in  said  asylum  out  of  the  rates  as  an 
ordinary  pauper  lunatic  would  be. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  No  ap- 
plication has  been  made  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  regarding  debts,  and  so  long 
as  there  are  funds  in  Court  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  lunatic  is  the  first  charge  on 
them.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the 
Registrar  in  Lunacy  to  make  orders 
regarding  the  application  of  ftmds  in  Court. 

Telegraph  Operators  —Maximum  Salary. 
Mr.    BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,   Chester- 
,  filed) ;    To   ask  the  Postmaster-General 
I  whether,  in  view  of  the   fact  that  for  a 
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number  of  years  after  the  issue  of 
the  Fawcett  Kevision  the  Civil  Service 
•Commissioners  issued  a  paper  to  entrants 
to  the  telegraph  service  promising  them 
.a  prospect  of  £190  per  annum,  he  will 
state  whether  the  maximum  salary  attain- 
■able  by  an  operator  of  the  general  body  in 
Xiondon  is  now  only  £160  per  annum. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
IBntrants  into  the  c)as8  of  telegraphists 
in  London,  which  is  the  only  class  re- 
ferred to  in  the  notice  in  question,  have 
«till,  as  they  always  had,  the  prospect  of 
.attaining  to  a  salary  of  £190  a  year,  if 
they  obtain  promotion  to  the  class  of 
■overseers  and  senior  telegraphists.  The 
:8cale  of  pay  of  that  class  is  £160,  increas- 
ing by  increments  of  £8  to  £190;  and 
promotion  to  it  depends,  as  it  always  has 
■done,  on  the  occurrence  of  vacancies.  The 
-maximum  salary  attainable  on  the  class 
of  telegraphists  is  £160  a  year,  as  it  was 

?rior  to  the  Tweedmouth  Revision,  the 
'weedmouth  Committee  having  expressed 
the  opinion  that  that  salary  offered  ade- 
quate remuneration  for  the  work  to  be 
performed. 

aoth  June  as  a  Public  Holiday. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
-the  26th  June  is  to  be  treated  in  all 
respects  as  a  bank  holiday  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom ;  and  will  the  em- 
ployees of  his  Department  be  paid 
specially  for  all  time   worked  on   that 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamherlain.) 
The  answer  to  both  parts  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Telegraph  Department— Ooncessions  to 
Operators  and  the  Public 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  will  state  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended each  year  since  and  including 
1897  upon  concessions  given  to  operat- 
ing telegraphists  during  that  period ;  and 
whether  he  will  also  state  the  value  of 
concessions  g>vs°  to  ^be  public  at  the 
cost  of  the  Telegraph  Department  dur- 
ing the  same  period. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

It  would  not  be  possible  to  furnish  such 

ji  statement  except  at   a    cost    which. 


having  regard  to  the  result  produced,  I 
should  not  be  justified  in  incurring. 

Elementary  Edocation— Pupil  Teachen. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock): To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  is  aware 
that  boys  and  girls  of  twelve  holding 
labour  certificates,  but  not  technically 
recognised  either  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation or  His  Majesty's  Inspector,  are 
emjjoyed  as  teachers  in  public  element- 
ary schools ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  so  modifying 
the  Provisional  Code,  1903,  as  to  prevent 
such  young  persons  being  employed  as 
teachers,  except  under  the  provisions  of 
Article  33,  and  as  probationers  approved 
by  the  inspector. 

(Answered  by  Sir  fFUliam  Anson.)  The 
boys  and  girls  referred  to  are  generally 
employed  as  temporary  monitors.  In 
some  oasee,  more  especially  in  small  rural 
schools,  they  are  employed  as  permanent 
monitors.  The  Inspector  will  be  in- 
structed to  discourage  this  latter  arrange- 
ment ;  the  desired  effect  will  be  produmi 
without  any  specific  instruction  in  the 
Code. 


Disturbance  at  Broadway  Presbyterian 
Church,  Belfast. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
an  attack  made  on  Broadway  Presby- 
terian Church,  Belfast,  on  the  19th 
instant;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
stone-throwing  that  existed,  can  he  say 
how  many  arrests  were  made. 

(Ansteered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  I  am 
informed  that  seven  panes  of  glass  were 
broken  in  the  church  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  No  arrests  were  made  ;  but 
the  police  are  pursuing  their  inquiries 
with  a  view  to  the  identification  of  the 
offenders. 

Price  of  Bread  in  Europe  and  America. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Forte- 
mouth)  :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  will  collect  from 
His  Majesty's  representatives  abroad  a 
statement  of  the  present  price  of  bread 
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in  the  capitals  and  chi^  cities  of  Earope 
and  Aiaerica  as  compared  with  that 
now  preyaiKng  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)    The 
answer  is  in  the  afBrmatire. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Sifle  Fxactice. 
Ms.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  in  view  of  the  value  of 
•hooting  from  the  saddle  displayed  on 
various  occasions  during  the  late  war, 
he  can  see  his  way  to  take  steps  to 
encourage  its  practice. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  TO 
TH«  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham, 
for  Mr.  Brodrick)  :  The  question  will  be 
carefully  considered  in  ccnnection  with 
the  regulations  for  the  training  of 
mounted  troops  which  are  now  under 
revision. 

Trade  Disputes. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  out  of  which  Vote  the 
expenses  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Trade  Disputes  will  be  paid  ;  and 
whether  it  is  intended  to  give  the  House 
an  early  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
composition  of,  and  terms  of  reference 
to,  the  Commission. 

Mr.  ELLIOT:  The  expenses  this 
year  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Commis- 
sion will  be  charged  to  Sub-head  E. 
of  the  Temporary  Commissions  Vote, 
"  Commissions  not  specifically  provided 
for."  The  Vote  has  already  been  under 
-discussion  this  session  and  is  on  the 
Paper  for  to-night. 

New  Naval  Base- 
Ms.  BLACK  (Banffshire):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  arrangements  for  acquisi- 
tion of  land  for  the  new  Naval  base  at 
St.  Margaret's  Hope  are  completed: 
whether  he  can  now  state  the  e^ent  of 
land  acquired,  and  the  rental  and  cost 
thereof ;  and  when  he  expects  to  intro- 
<]uce  the  Naval  Works  BilL 


Thb  CIVIL  LORD  'or  thb  ADMIR 
ALTY  (Mr.  Pebttman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  The  arrangements  for  the 
acquisition  of  land  at  Roeyth  referred 
to  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  are  not  yet  finally 
completed,  and  the  particulars  asked 
for  in  the  second  paragraph  cannot 
therefore  yet  be  furnished.  In  rejJv 
to  the  third  paragraph,  it  is  hoped  to 
introduce  the  Naval  Works  Bill  at  an 
early  date. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  asked  as 
to  the  possibility  of  enlarging  the  exist- 
ing Forth  and  Clyde  canal. 

Mr.     PRETYMAN:     That     hardly 
arises  out  of  the  Question. 

Eeyham  Dockyard— Wages- 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  several  men 
employed  as  unskilled  workmen  in  the 
Engineer  Students  College  at  Keyham 
are  in  receipt  of  wages  of  less  than  16s- 
per  week  as  against  the  minimum  of 
20s.  per  week ;  and  can  he  explain  why 
they  are  not  paid  on  the  latter  scale. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN:  Yes,  sir;  the 
attention  of  the  Board  has  recently  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  there  are  un 
skilled  labourers  employed  at  the  Royal 
Naval  Engineering  College  on  a  lower 
scale  of  pay  than  that  in  force  in  the 
dockyards,  and  steps  are  being  taken 
with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  this 
anomaly. 

Moorings  in  Qneenstown  Harboi;r- 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  R):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty whether  he  will  explain  why,  upon 
the  yacht  "Bona"  (which  recently 
arrived  at  Queenstown  to  sail  for  the 
King's  Cup)  proceeding  to  take  up  her 
moorings  at  one  of  the  Admiralty  buoys, 
a  message  was  at  once  despatched  from 
the  Guardship  ordering  her  off,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  there  are  at  present 
some  ten  vacant  Admiralty  buoys  in 
Cork  Harbour;  and  whether  he  will 
give  the  matter  his  consideration,  and 
take  steps  to  afford  the  yacht  "  Bona,' 
and  the  other  competing  yachts  visiting 
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Qu«enstown,  the  facilities  which  are 
granted  under  similar  circumstances  in 
all  home  waters. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN:  The  yacht  "  Bona  " 
arrived  at  Queenstown  without  her 
owner,  and  probably  through  ignorance 
of  the  Admiralty  Regulations  on  the 
subject,  which  are  the  same  for  Queens- 
town  as  for  other  Dockyard  ports,  she 
took  a  special  buoy  which  is  not  avail- 
able for  i  private  vessels  except  '  with 
written  permission.  The  "Bona"  was 
subsequently  given  another  buoy,  an^ 
there  is  no  ground  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  facilities  granted  to  yachts  at 
other  Dockyard  ports  are  being  with- 
held at  Queenstown. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Is  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  aware  that  this  yacht 
won  the  King's  Cup  yesterday  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Education  of  Coastguard  Children- 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 

Kilnaughtin    National    School,    Tarbet, 

County  Kerry,  is  entitled  to  an  annual 

frantf  rom  the  Admiralty,  owing  to  scholars 
eing  principally  the  children  of  coast- 
guards ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  when, 
and  to  whom,  the  amount  is  paid. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN :  No  Report  appears 
to  have  been  received  as  to  the  attend- 
ance of  coastguard  children  at  this  par- 
ticular school,  and  therefore  the  school 
has  not  hitherto  been  considered  for  a 
grant  from  the  Admiralty. 

Australia. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
£.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  the  South 
Australian  Government  have  agreed  to 
the  view  stated  in  his  recent  dispatch, 
that  on  matters  relating  to  foreign 
Governments  His  Majesty  s  Government 
should  deal  with  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  not  with  the  State 
Governments. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.,  for  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  :  I  beg  to 
read  my  hon.  friend's  answer  as  follows — 


I  have  not  yet  received  any  further  com- 
munication from  the  Government  of 
South  Australia  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  wiU 
put  the  Question  down  again  this  day 
fortnight.  « 

Mail  Service  to  and  fh>m  Australia. 

Mb.  KEIR  HARDIE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  with  a  view  to  re- 
moving the  friction  which  has  arisen 
between  the  Gh)vemment8  of  this  country 
and  Australia,  and  which  has  led  to  a 
rupture  of  postal  relations,  he  will  sug- 
gest to  the  parties  concerned  that  in 
future  the  owners  of  vessels  carrying  the 
mails  should  be  required  to  pay  the  same 
rates  of  wages  to  coolies  and  other 
coloured  seamen  as  would  be  paid  to 
white  men  engaged  in  doing  the  same 
class  of  work. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  :  No,  Sir,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  make  such  a  suggestion. 

Malta. 
*Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to. 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the- 
Colonies  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
of  the  elected  members  of  the  Council  in 
Malta  were  returned  at  the  last  election 
in  opposition  to  the  retention  of  the 
Italian  language ;  and  whether  an  oppor- 
tunity will  M  given  to  the  people  of 
Malta  of  testing  the  question  at  a  general 
election  before  the  suspension  of  the 
constitution  takes  place. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  :  No  opposition 
was  offered  to  the  return  of  any  of  the 
elected  members  at  the  last  election.  I 
believe  they  are  all  in  favour  of  the 
compulsory  use  of  the  Italian  language, 
and  opposed  to  the  free  choice  given  oy 
the  present  system.  In  my  opinion,  the 
views  of  the  people  on  this  question  are 
much  better  shown  by  their  individual 
replies  to  the  question  which  is  put  to- 
every  parent,  than  by  elections,  in  which 
only  a  small  minority  have  votes,  and 
very  few  of  this  minority  ever  exercise 
their  privilege. 

Mr.    BOLAND  :    Is  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Council  waa 
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sdjoumed  last  week  and  that  this 
qiiestioa  might  therefore  be  submitted 
to  a  genend  election  ;  and,  further,  may 
I  ask  whether  it  is  customary  to  suspend 
the  Constitution  of  a  colony,  without 
allowing  this  House  the  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  matter. 

Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
<loes  not  arise  out  of  the  Question. 

Oaneer  in  India. 

Me.  WEIB  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Government  of  India 
have  yet  arranged  to  have  cases  of  cancer 
recorded  separately  in  dispensary  and 
hospital  Returns;  and.  if  not,  will  he  say 
when  a  decision  on  the  subject  is  likely 
to  be  arrived  at. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Geobgb  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  The  form  of  these  Returns 
is  still  under  revision,  but  it  is  probable 
that  cases  of  cancer  will  be  shown 
separately. 

MotoT-Cars  for  the  Highlands. 

Mb.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  securing  the  construction 
of  light  railways  in  the  Highland  croft- 
ing counties,  and  the  success  attending 
the  use  of  motor-cars  for  the  conveyance 
of  His  Majesty's  mails,  will  he  have  some 
inquiry  made  respecting  weight-carrying 
motor-cars,  with  a  view  to  the  placing  of 
a  motor-car  on  the  road  between  Carlo- 
way  and  Stomoway,  and  between  Ulla- 
po<J  and  Grarve,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  fishing  and  other  industries, 
as  authorised  under  Section  4,  Sub- 
section (e),  of  The  Congested  Districts 
<Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

The  SOLICITOR- GENERAL  foe 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  Scott^Dickson,  Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton) :  Any  applications  from 
the  localities  interested  in  the  sense  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member  will  receive 
careful  investigation,  but  the  suggestion 
b  not  a  new  one,  and  from  the  discussion 
which  has  already  taken  place  in  regard 
to  it.  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  does  not 
expect  it  to  find  faTOur  in  the  locality. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he 
has  any  knowledge  of  an  aneement 
come  to  between  Russia  and  China  in 
reference  to  Manchuria  and  Niuohwang ; 
and  if  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  what 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  are. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester):  As  far  as  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  aware,  no 
agreement  has  yet  been  come  to  between 
Russia  and  China  with  reference  to 
Manchuria  or  Niuohwang;  but  some 
days  ago  His  Majesty's  Charge  d' Affaires 
at  Peking  was  informed  by  the  Chinese 
Government  that  an  arrangement  was 
being  negotiated  which  would  preserve 
Manchuria  for  China  without  loss  of 
sovereign  rights.  He  was  also  given 
assurances  as  to  the  Treatjr  rights  of 
other  Powers  being  respected. 

North  Sea  Fisheries. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  view  of  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Report  of  t;he 
International  Conference  on  Scientific 
Investigations  in  the  North  Sea,  will  the 
question  of  securing  communication  with 
the  Faroe  Islands  a.nd  Iceland  by  wireless 
telegraphy  be  considered. 

LordCRANBORNE:  The  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman's  Question  enters 
into  a  larger  question  of  the  use  of  wireless 
telegraphy,  as  to  which  no  decision  has 
been  taken.  The  hon.  Gentleman's  sug- 
gestion will  no  doubt  be  considered. 

Irish  Historical  MSB. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  can  state  when  the 
Manuscripts  of  the  Irish  Franciscans 
will  be  published  by  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission. 

Mr.  ELLIOT:  I  have  been  in  com- 
munication with  the  Historical  Manu- 
scripts Commission  and  learn  that  the 
Transcript  will  be  completed,  it  is  hoped, 
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by  Ist  December  at  furthest,  and 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  press 
forward  its  publication. 
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Claremoxris  Union  Valuation. 

Mk.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
if  he  has  received  a  copy  of  the 
Return  of  Area,  Valuation,  etc.,  of 
Claremorris  Union  ;  and  if  he  will  now 
be  willing  to  give  a  Return  on  the  same 
lines  for  every  union  in  Connaught. 

The  attorney-general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  The  hon.  Member  has  sent 
me  a  copy  of  the  Return  referred  to. 
The  information  in  that  Return  was,  it 
appears,  procured  locally  by  the  board 
of  guardians.  There  are  no  materials 
available,  and  no  official  sources  of  in- 
formation at  the  disposal  of  Govern- 
ment, that  would  enable  it  to  verify 
this  Return;  and  for  the  reasons 
already  explained  by  me  to  the  hon. 
Member  the  Government  is  unable  to 
consent  to  it. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  [Mb. 
Atkinson  pointed  out  that  the  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  from  the  board 
of  guardians,  but  as  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  no  means  of  checking 
its  accuracy  they  could  not  give  it  its 
imprimatur. 

IrishiPrisons- 

Mb.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  the 
names  of  His  Majesty's  prisons  in  Ire- 
land where  the  floors  of  the  cells  are 
still  flagged;  and  whether,  if  there  are 
any  prisons  where  this  condition  of 
things  exists,  he  will  advise  the  General 
Prisons  Board  to  ,/ut  in  a  boarded 
flooring  instead. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  >X)R  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  There 
are  four  prisons  in  Ireland  in  which  the 
cells,  or  some  of  them,  have  stone  floors. 
They  are  at  Belfast,  Cork,  Londonderry 
and  Tullamore.  Boarded  ceil- floors  are 
no  longer  laid  down  in  any  new  work 
either  in  Ireland  or  England.  They  are 
held    to   be  objectionable  from    several 


points  of  view.  I  am  informed  ther* 
are  at  least  sixteen  English  prisons  with 
flagged  cells. 


SiB  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ever  been  in  gad  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

TuUamore  Oaol. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  I  hte  to 
ask  'the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  bis 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  ventilators  in  His  Majesty's 
prison  in  Tullamore  are  placed  within  a 
few  inches  of  the  floor  in  all  the  cells ; 
that,  owing  to  their  construction,  thry 
cannot  be  closed  so  as  to  keep  out  the 
wind  from  the  cells ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  General  Prisons  Board  will  make 
an  order  to  have  the  ventilators  placed 
at  the  top  instead  of  the  bottom  of  the 
cells,  as  they  are  in  other  prisons. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  ventiktore 
are  placed  near  the  floor  with  sliding 
panels  which  are  controlled  from  inside 
the  cells  by  the  occupants.  There  are 
also  outlets  near  the  ceiling.  This 
system  of  ventilation  is  reported  to  be 
perfectly  efficient. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  Well,  I 
tried  it  every  dav  for  three  months  and 
it  would  not  work. 

Gordon-Bennett  Motor  Baca, 

Mb.  LEAMY  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  say  on  whom  will  fall  the 
cost  of  the  extra  police  necessary  for  the 

{>rotection  of  the  public  during  the  race 
or  the  Gordon-Bennett  Cup  t 

Mr.  wyndham  :  The  Irish  Govern- 
ment has  been  in  correspondence  with 
the  Treasury  on  this  subject.  The 
Treasury  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
justification  in  principle  for  imposing 
such  a  charge  on  the  general  taxp&jer, 
and  that  it  should  be  paid  by  the 
"applicants"  referred  to  in  Section  2  of 
the  Light  Locomotives  (Ireland)  Act, 
1903.   The  Treasury  recognises,  however,, 
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that  the  circumstances  of  the  Grordon- 
Bennett  race  are  so  exceptional  as  to 
justify  a  departure,  in  some  measure, 
from  this  pnnciple,  and  is  prepared  to 
allow  a  portion,  not  exceeding  £1,000,  of 
the  extra  cost  of  the  police  to  fall  on 
the  Constabulary  Vote,  provided  that 
guarantees  are  received  that  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  the  extra  expenditure 
for  extra  police  will  be  borne  by  the 
promoters,  or  by  the  County  Councils 
concerned. 
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POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL. 
Reported,    with    Amendments,    from 
the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of 
evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  226,] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  226.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  recommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  be  printed.    [BUI  257.] 


Mb.   LEAMY  :    The  County  Council 
has  declined  to  bear  any  further  expense. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:    I  am    sorry  to 
hear  it. 


Irish  Land  Pnrcbase  Problem- 

Mb.  EDWARD  MITCHELL  (Fer- 
managh, N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  the  case  where  the  owner  of 
an  estate  is  a  lunatic  and  the  estate  is  in 
Chancery,  will  the  Lord  Chancellor  have 
power  to  sell  such  an  estate  to  the 
tenants  or  to  the  Land  Commission; 
and,  if  such  power  does  not  already  exist 
under  the  Land  Bill,  will  he  make  such 
arrangements  as  will  enable  tenants  on 
such  estates  to  purchase. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Under  Section 
63  of  the  Lunacy  (Ireland)  Act,  1871, 
and  Section  62  of  the  Settled  Land 
Act  of  1882,  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
power  to  consent  to  the  sale  of  the  land 
of  lunatics  so  found  by  inquisition  in 
certain  instances.  The  question  of 
amending  the  law  to  some  extent, 
having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Bill,  is  under  consideration. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sib  H.  OAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  asked  what  would  be 
the  course  of  business  next  week. 


Sm  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington):  The  Irish  Land 
Bill  will  be  taken  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday.  On  Thursday  Irish 
Estimates  will  be  taken ;  but  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  say  what  business 
will  be  taken  on  Friday. 


STATUTE  LAW  KEVISION  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  258.] 

SUPPLY  [14TH  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jkffrkys  (Hampshire,  N.)  io 
the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  190S-4, 

Class  IL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £96,499, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment and  Subordinate  Offices." 

♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  if  it 
were  in  order  to  move  a  reduction  in 
respect  of  omission  to  legislate  on 
matters  suggested  by  the  Home  Office 
Vote,  this  certainly  would  be  done,  but 
as  they  could  only  deal  with  administra- 
tion, his  reduction  was  rather  intended 
to  keep  the  debate  together  than  to 
express  an  unusual  measure  of  dissatis- 
faction at  the  proceedings  of  the  Home 
Office  during  the  year.  It  was,  be 
believed,  the  intention  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Clitheroe  Division 
to  deal  on  the  Amendment  with  the 
administration  of  the  cotton  cloth 
factories  clauses,  and  it  was  possible  that 
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he  might  make  a  case  which  would  force 
them  to  a  division.  If  so,  he  should 
support  him.  For  some  time  past  the 
first  and  principal  topic  dealt  with 
annually  on  the  Vote  had  been  the  use 
of  raw  lead  in  potting,  with  its  admitted 
dangers.  The  arbitration,  under  the  old 
law,  on  the  Home  Office  draft  rules  had 
been  postponed  by  Lord  James  for  a 
prolonged  period  in  order  thai  the 
employers  might,  as  he  put  it,  set  their 
house  in  order.  In  November,  1901,  in 
adjourning  the  inquiry  which  was  to  be 
resumed  next  week.  Lord  James  said — 

"  I  appeal  to  the  employers,  first  id  their 
own  interest,  because  they  most  look  forward 
to  the  dealing  with  the  rule  in  eighteen  months 
time,  to  do  their  best  to  lessen  the  evil.  I 
-would  also  appeal  from  a  higher  motive  and 
would,  a^k  theiii  to  do  the  best  to  make  the 
world  around  them  a  better  world,  and  the 
condition  of  the  operatives  a  better  one  than  it 
has  been." 

Last  year  there  was  a  great  reduction  iu 
the  figures  of  lead  poisoning,  but  he  had 
to  show,  from  the  medical  inspector's 
report,  that  the  reduction  was  in  the 
processes  affected  by  the  reforms  upon 
which  they  had  successfully  insisted  in 
the  past ;  those  in  which  fans  removed 
dust  in  the  dry  processes.  Suffering 
still  remained  from  wet  glaze,  and  the 
consideration  uf  the  rules  dealing  with 
the  wet  processes  had  been,  and  was  still, 
postponed.  This  fact  is  additionally 
illustrated  by  the  figures  and  by  the 
new  Report.  The  medical  inspector,  at 
page  249  of  the  Annual  Report  showed 
that  while — 

"  Only  one  case  was  reported  from  the  four- 
teen factories  using  glaze  of  solubility  less  than 
6  per  cent.,"  .  .  .  ''the  bulk  of  the  cases  are 
due  to  raw  lead;" 

and  at  page  248  he  told  them  that, 
while  the  number  of  reported  cases  on 
the  whole  showed  diminution,  as  regarded 
women,  the  reduction  was  one  of  only 
two  cases.  There  was  no  improvement 
in  earthenware,  and  more  that  twice  as 
many  women  engaged  in  ware  cleaning 
had  been  suspended  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  In  other  words,  the 
unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  Returns  was 
that  they  had  not  made  a  serious  inroad 
on  the  suffering  in  connection  with  the 
wet  processes,  and  that  the  lessened 
incidence  of  suffering  was  on  the  men, 
not  on  the  women  ;  while  suspension  fell 
entirely  on  the  women.  The  total 
number  of  permanent  suspensions  had 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


not  declined  at  alL  The  number  of 
attacks  of  lead  poisoning,  occurring  for 
the  first  time  in  1902,  was  exactly  the 
same  for  women  this  year  as  last.  Under 
the  present  conditions  the  liability  of 
women  to  lead  poisoning  had  reached  an 
rreducible  minimum. 

The  great  resource  of  the  opponeiita 
of  the  restriction  of  the  percentage  of 
lead  was  suspension ;  the  one  resoui  ce 
urged  in  the  circular  of  the  employers 
to  the  House  of  Cktmmons,  in  which 
they  told  hon.  Members  that  if  the 
certifying  surgeons  would  only  suspend 
a  sufficient  number  of  persons,  that  was 
women,  all  would  be  welL  But  that 
solution  was  an  unfortunate  one,  for 
suspension  meant  starvation.  The  sus- 
pensions ought  to  have  begun  to  decline  ; 
but,  while  they  slightly  decreased  in 
1901,  the  improvement  was  not  main- 
tained in  19U2,  and  in  some  figures  which 
had  been  brought  up  to  date  in  the 
present  year,  by  the  kindness  of  the 
Medical  Department,  h(  found  that  there 
were  fifteen  suspensions  from  January  to 
April,  as  compared  with  ten  for  the 
similar  four  months  of  1902.  The  same 
figures,  which  were  those  which  had  been 
prepared  for  the  arbitration,  show  that 
while  last  year  there  was  a  gratifying 
diminution  in  the  severity  of  the  casei", 
in  the  first  four  months  of  the  present 
year  this  diminution  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared, and  for  the  first  time  on  record 
the  severe  and  moderate  cases  of  poison- 
ing,* taken  together,'  enormously  out- 
numbered the  slight  cases.  The  em- 
ployers pointed  to  their  compensation 
scheme;  but  only  ninety  employers,  in 
the  Staffordshire  potteries  alone,  out  of 
364  had  joined  the  scheme,  four  firms 
being  otherwise  insured ;  and  while  there 
was  a  majoriry  of  persons  employed 
there  in  the  processes  in  question  who 
were  insured,  there  were  almost  as  many 
not  insured.  The  employers'  scheme  was 
not  retrospective.  It  was  unsatisfactory 
to  the  workers,  who  were  discontented 
with  it  They  had  no  representation. 
The  compensation  was  computed  on  the 
earnings  of  thirteen  weeks  instead  of  on 
a  full  week's  earnings,  so  that  in  slack 
seasons  the  compensation  was  very  small. 
There  was  no  compensation  unless  there 
had  been  employiuent  for  thirteen  weeks 
by  firms  under  the  scheme,  though  they 
knew  how  frightfully  sudden  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  sometimes  were  among 
women.     The  workers  complained  that 
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persons  were  discharged  to  pi  event  their 
coming  ander  the  scheme,  and  the  total 
number  actually  compensated  was  only 
a  small  proportion  of  those  who  were 
admitted  to  have  suffered.  They  had 
asked  for  the  actual  numbers,  publicly 
and  privately,  and  had  not  received  them. 
His  own  private  application  was  only 
answered  by  a  question  for  what  pur- 
pose he  wanted  them,  and,  when  he  ex- 
plained, the  figures  were  not  sent. 

There  was  one  reform,  for  which  they 
had  pressed  year  after  year,  which  was 
still  withheld  from  them — the  appoint- 
ment of  a  woman  inspector  in  the 
potteries.  The  peculiar  incidence  of 
the  suffering  which  was  among  women, 
and  was  emphasised  by  the  figures  of 
the  last  and  the  present  year,  tmtde  this 
essential  The  suspensions,  which  pressed 
wholly  upon  women,  enforced  that  view ; 
and  he  asked  for  an  assurance  that  before 

the  Estimates  for  next  year  were  framed  I  was  the  subject  of  heated  controversy  in 
this  inspection  of  this  most  dangerous  i  1900  and  1901,  and  he  and  his  hon.  friend 
women's  trade  should  be  provided.     It  I  the  Member  for  Battersea  had  some  trouble 


women  as  to  whose  suitability  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  of  the 
overworked  staff  <rf  the  Department 
which  had  been  so  extraordinary  a 
success. 

A  matter  which  they  had  continually 
brought  before  the  House,  and  in  which 
there  was  not  much  improvement  as  yet 
manifested,  though  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
evident  desire  of  the  Department  to  act 
upon  the  promise  of  tne  late  Home 
Secretary,  made  to  him  on  the  Standing 
Committee  when  the  Consolidated  Ac» 
was  passed.  The  matter  was  one  of  which 
both  the  Christian  Social  Union  and  the 
women  inspectors  had  complained  bitterly 
in  the  past.  At  page  5  in  the  Eeport  of 
the  chief  inspector  there  was  a  terrible 
story,  to  which  it  was  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  A  Report 
of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Research 
Committee  of  the  Christian  Social  Union 


was,  however,  needful  that  there  should 
be  a  general  increase  in  the  staff  of 
women  inspectors.  The  Report  opened 
with  the  statement  that  the  inspecting 
forces,  which  were  on  paper  increased 
(page  144)  by  one  additional  appoint- 
ment, had  in  effect  been  no  more  than 
they  were  in  1900.  The  consequence  of 
the  shortness  of  staff  was  that  complaints 
had  necessarily  to  be  neglected ;  a  con- 
siderable number  being  left  over  in  each 
{ear.  Now  this  was,  of  course,  dis 
eartening  to  the  organisations  and  to 
the  individuals  whose  assistance  to  the  I 
Department  was  admittedly  most  valu- ' 
able.  The  clergy  and  the  ladies  and  other  j 
active  members,  for  example,  of  the 
Christian  Social  Union  were  forced  to 
send  the  same  complaints  of  absence  of 
wuming  in  the  winter  months  until,  the 
coldest  weather  having  passed,  the  com- 
[^ints  grew  to  be  out  of  date ;  and  those 
of  the  informants  of  the  Department  who 
irere  themselves  workers,  and  who  in  the 
case  of  the  women  inspectors  were 
seldom  animated  by  the  spirit  of  mis- 
chief or  malice  (as  they  were  in  the  case 
of  some  of  the  men  inspectors,  as  they 
saw  by  the  Report),  were  also  disappointed 
by  their  complaints  not  receiving  prompt 
attention.  He  pressed,  then,  not  only  for 
a  woman  inspector  in  the  potteries,  but 
for  a  gradual  and  steady  increase,  by 
carefully    thoQghtK>ut   appointments    of 


with  some  local  authorities  upon  the 
subject  of  what  were  called  their  charges. 
Now  nothing  that  they  said  was  so  strong 
as  that  which  was  to  be  found  on  pae»; 
5,  in  the  account  of  Great  yarmouth, 
given  by  a  special  inspector  working, 
under  the  most  moderate  control  of 
the  superintending  inspector  for  the 
southern  division.  The  total  lack  of 
sanitary  accommodation  in  connection 
with  fish-curing  yards  was  disgraceful. 
At  Great  Yarmouth  last  autumn  the  in- 
spector told  them  that — 

"  it  is  where  the  gutting  is  done  that  things 
are  worst.  No  sanitary  conveniences  are  pro- 
vided. A  few  loads  of  stones  would  make  all 
the  difference  to  those  who  have  to  work  in 
such  abominable  places." 

In  the  case  of  the  South  Denes,  where 
ninety  of  the  plots  belonged  to  the  oor 
poration, 

"  Gutting  tronghs  stand  on  the  ground,  round 
which  the  women  work  in  alush  and  filth,  a  din- 
gosting  state  of  affairs  which  might  be  remedi  'd 
were  the  ground  round  and  underneath  the 
gutting  troughs  ooncrete.l  and  drained.  On 
these  plots  I  found  210  males  and  1,100  feioslss 
working.  Not  a  single  sanitary  convenience 
for  either  sex  ;  the  nearest  is  the  fish  wharf,  a 
mile  away." 

This  disgraceful  state  of  things  was 
described  by  hon.  Members  in  1900  and 
in  1901,  and  apparently  nothing  had 
yet  been  done.  In  the  Scottish  Report 
the  same  state  of  things  was  descriled 
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in  more  general  tbrms,  and  without 
reference  by  name  to  special  cases.  Now 
there  was  a  power  to  enforce  sanitation 
where  the  local  authority  neglected  its 
duty;  and  he  had  to  ask  whether,  both 
in  the  case  reported  by  one  of  the  sub- 
inspectors  at  Edinburgh  and  in  the  Great 
Yarmouth  case,  Home  Office  action  had 
been  taken.  There  was  a  most  damaging 
statement  made  by  the  special  inspector 
sent  to  Yarmouth — that  as  regarded  the 
kippering  houses  (page  6)— 

"In  nearly  every  place  illegal  hours  were 
worked." 

But  they  were  not  told  what  followed  in 
♦he  way  of  prosecution. 

Another  subject  which  they  had 
brought  forward  year  by  year  was  not 
dealt  with  so  fuUy  in  the  Report.  It 
was  another  trade  in  which,  as  in  fish 
ouring,  young  women  in  great  numbers 
worked  under  unfortunate  conditions  as 
to  wet  and  dirt.  It  was  almost  a  pity 
that  Miss  Paterson.  at  page  161.  had 
not  told  them  where  was  the  place  which 
she  described.  There  had  been  a  curious 
proof  of  their  longstanding  contention 
that  fruit  preserving  was  not  now  a  season 
trade,  and  did  not  now  deserve  the 
exceptional  treatment  which  was  given 
to  it  by  the  law,  in  the  enormous  seizure 
of  bad  fruit  intended  for  jam-making  at 
Liverpool  in  the  month  of  January.  He 
hoped  that  the  fact  that  women  in- 
spectors had  not  reported  fully  on  jam 
this  year  did  not  mean  that  they  had 
been  too  busy  with  other  subjects  to 
attend  to  it,  but  that  there  had  been  a  real 
improvement.  But  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  how  the  new  rules  were  being 
carried  out. 

He  had  again  to  comment  on  the  slow- 
ness with  which  the  Particulars  section 
was  extended  to  the  trades  that  needed 
it.  In  some  cases  books  giving  par- 
ticulars of  the  rates  of  wages  were 
supplied  to  the  workers  voluntarily, 
though  the  workers  were  charged  for 
them.  But  in  a  vast  number  of  in- 
stances where  that  check  upon  fraud  and 
on  misunderstanding  was  specially 
needed  by  women,  there  was  no  check 
&(  all,  and  prices  varied  from  week  to 
week  for  work  which  from  week  to 
week  was  exactly  the  same.  The  par- 
tioulars  had  at  last  been  extended  to 
outworkers  in  the  wholesale  tailoring 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


trade;  but  the  need  was  just  as  great 
in  the  handkerchief,  apron,  and  Uouae 
trade.  There  were  an  immense  number 
of  London  piecework  trades  which  had 
now  been  carefully  investigated, 
and  which  needed  particulars,  brush- 
making,  mantle-making,  cotset-makiog, 
cap  -  making,  the  manufacture  of 
paper  bags,  and  other  trades  paid 
at  low  rates;  while,  in  addition  to 
these  London  trades,  particulars  were 
greatly  needed  in  the  small  hardware 
trades  of  Birmingham,  such  as  button- 
making,  and  also  in  the  pin  trade.  The 
Report  of  Miss  Squire  on  the  wholesale 
tailoring  trade,  in  the  middle  of  page 
189,  applied  to  most  piecework  trades. 
She  said  that  the  real  need  for  out- 
workers to  have  a  written  statement  of 
the  price  was  abundantly  proved,  and 
that  without  it — 

"  The  door  is  open  for  fraud," 

while,  ^^- 

"  Outworkers  need  partlculare  even  more  than 
the  workers  inside  the  factory." 

The  most  important  new  departure 
which  was  made,  and  made  very  much 
against  l^is  wish,  in  the  last  Factory  Act 
concernedthe  handingover  to  local  author- 
ities of  duties  which  were  so  connected 
with  thoee  of  the  factory  inspectors  that 
he  feared  for  the  result.  He  was  struck 
throughout  the  Report  of  the  Chief  In- 
spector by  the  confirma  ion  given  to  his 
views.  Many  of  the  local  authorities  were 
admirable.  Nothing  could  be  better 
than  the  London  County  Council  and 
some  of  the  Borough  Councils  of  London, 
and  many  of  the  great  provincial  cities. 
But,  on  the  whole,  the  local  authorities 
seemed  to  expect  the  law  to  be  trans- 
posed in  practice,  and  that  the  Home 
Office  should  report  to  them  sanitary 
defects  affecting  workshops  and  out- 
workers. Now,  there  was  a  certain 
clashing  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the  Local  Government  Board.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  inspectors  now, 
appointed  by  local  authorities,  who  did 
work  which  partly  came  within  the 
business  of  each  of  those  Departments. 
The  Returns  moved  for  some  years  ago, 
some  of  them  by  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bat  ersea,  some  of  them  by 
Mr.  Provand,  and  some  by  himse.f, 
ought  to  be  brought  up  to  date,  and,  it 
possible,  consolidated  into  one  Return. 
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They  not  only  concerned  those  tvo 
Departments  in  England ;  but  they  also 
conoemed  the  Sootcn  Office  and  Dublin 
Castle.  Several  circulars  were  needed 
to  obtain  them,  and  he  wished  to  suggest 
that  the  Committee  which  was  now  con- 
sidering the  functions  of  the  Local 
Ooremment  Board  in  connection  with 
those  of  the  Home  Office  should  consider 
this  matter,  and  that  they  should  also 
have  the  promise  from  the  Home  Office 
of  a  joint  circular  to  authorities  and  a 
joint  Return.  Among  other  matters 
which  they  required  were  a  complete 
Return  of  sanitary  inspectors  or  inspec- 
tors of  nuisances,  particularly  women 
inspectors,  appointed  by  local  authorities, 
but  doing  Home  Office  work.  For 
example,  in  connection  with  the  Factory 
Inspectors  in  workshops  and  the  homes  of 
the  outworkers;  in  shop  hours,  under  Pro- 
vand's  Acts ;  in  seats  for  shop  assistants 
under  the  Shops  Seats  Act,  and  so  forth. 
Now,  even  the  Local  Government 
Board  only  knew  of  those  women  in- 
pectors  of  nuisances,  doing  work  under 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  who 
were  "appointed  with  the  Board's 
sanction."  He  pressed,  then,  for  the 
eonsideration  of  this  matter  by  the 
Departmental  Committee  and  the  pre- 
paration of  a  common  Return  by  the 
Departments  concerned  which  will  give 
later  and  full  information  to  the  House. 
He  would  move  his  Amendment,  but, 
as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  did  not 
wish  this  year  to  make  any  special 
eomplaint  against  the  Home  Office,  and 
the  question  whether  the  Committee 
would  be  asked  to  divide  or  not  would 
depend  on  the  case  which  would  be  sub- 
mitted by  his  hou.  friend. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries,  Wages,  and 
Allowance))  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  re- 
spect of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of 
State."— (^M-  Charles  DiVce.) 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  said 
it  was  exceedingly  inconvenient  that 
there  should  have  been  a  discussion  that 
day  on  a  subject  which  would  be  arbi- 
trated on  next  Tuesday.  The  arbitration 
was  held  eighteen  months  ago  by  Lord 
James,  who  adjourned  it  for  eighteen 
months;  and  his  decision  was  announced 
for  Tuesday   next.    He  was,  therebre, 


surprised  that  the  question  should  be 
re-opened  now.  Where  was  the  neces- 
sity t  The  Home  Office  brought  forward 
a  case  which  completely  broke  down; 
and  now  it  was  to  be  re-opened.  He  did 
not  wish  to  blame  the  Home  Office  in 
any  way  except  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular question  of  lead.  This  discussion 
was  altogether  premature.  The  Report 
for  1902  stated  that  the  full  effect  of 
the  rules  could  not  yet  be  ascertained, 
as  they  were  still  in  an  experimental  stage 
with  reference  to  many  points.  Under 
those  circumstances  he  did  not  see 
that  any  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
by  having  another  discussion  this  after- 
noon. The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said 
that  the  figures  were  inconsistent,  and 
that  this  improvement  that  was  shown 
in  the  Report  was  not  shown  in  his 
figures.  But  they  were  told  that  a  new 
moistening  process  was  being  prepared, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  better  to  defer 
the  discussion  to  some  future  time. 
Everybody  would  admit  that  the  figures 
showed  there  had  been  a  most  decided 
improvement  in  late  years,  and  that 
lead  poisoning  had  greatly  decreased. 
They  could  not  expect  that  it  would 
decrease  much  lower.  Between  47,000 
and  50,000  persons  were  employed  in 
the  potteries,  and  whilst  in  1901  there 
were  106  cases  of  lead  poisoning,  last 
year  there  were  only  87,  That  was 
a  most  gratifying  decrease,  and  the 
comparison  of  the  first  five  months  of 
la£t  year  with  the  first  five  months  of 
this  showed  that  that  improvement  was 
steadily  increasing,  and  that  there  was 
"no  reason  whatever  to  complain.  There 
were  many  other  dangerous  trades  in 
which  lead  poisoning  occurred,  and  it 
certainly  seemed  to  him  rather  hard  that 
the  potteries  should  always  be  singled 
out  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
Home  Office.  One  great  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  arbitration  before 
Lord  James  of  Hereford,  being  resumed 
next  week,  was  that  the  Home  Office,  by 
the  rules  of  1902,  for  the  first  time  had 
attempted  to  dictate  to  the  manu- 
facturers as  to  the  materials  they  were 
to  use.  That  was  a  great  departure 
from  the  rules  of  the  Home  Office,  but 
the  manufacturers  would  agree  if  Dr. 
Thorpe  could  give  them  a  formula 
which  in  his  view  they  might  accept. 
But  though  they  had  asked  for  such  a 
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formula  they  had  not  auooeeded  in 
getting  it,  became  it  was  not  yet  dis- 
covered. 

The  manufacturers  had  done  their 
best  to  meet  the  Home  Office;  they 
had  spent  thousands  of  pounds  in  the 
endeavour  to  discover  a  leadleas  glaze, 
and  in  tiring  fritted  lead,  and  yet  they 
had  failed  to  discover  any  glaze  to  suit 
the  Home  Office.  If  any  success  was  to 
be  achieved  in  getting  rid  of  lead  poison- 
ing it  must  be  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  workers  themselves.  A  great  deal 
depended  on  the  habits  of  those  who 
worked  among  the  lead.  Those 
who  were  intemperate  or  dirty 
in  their  personal  habits,  and  who 
neglected  to  wash  their  hands  before 
eating,  were  more  liable  to  lead-poisoning 
than   those  who  were   clean   and  tem- 

Crate  in  their  habits.  They  could 
jislate  ior  the  worker  so  long  as  he 
was  within  the  walls  of  a  factory,  but 
they  could  not  carry  out  legislation  over 
him  in  his  own  home.  It  all  depended 
on  the  workers  themselves.  He  did  not 
think  the  manufacturers  had  received 
sufficient  recognition  for  what  they  had 
done.  They  had  made  great  efforts, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  they 
carried  on  their  business  not  for  philan- 
thropic purposes,  but  for  commercial 
purposes,  and  if  they  were  handicapped 
in  this  way  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  carry  on  their  trade.  If  the 
result  of  the  arbitration  was  adverse  to 
the  manufacturers,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  insisted  upon  their  using 
the  minimum  of  lead  suggested  by  the 
Home  Office  experts,  they  would  close 
their  works,  because  they  could  not 
carry  on  their  trade  under  such  impos- 
sible conditions.  He  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  intend  to  follow 
put  the  policy  of  his  predecessor,  which 
would  only  have  the  effect  of  playing 
into  the  hands  of  Germany,  but  if 
he  did,  in  the  coming  general  elec- 
tion the  people  of  Staffordshire  would 
do  their  best  to  remove  from  office  a 
Government  which  had  sought  to  cripple 
and  destroy  and  to  drive  out  of  this 
country  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
useful  and  interesting  of  our  great 
national  industries. 

♦Mb.     SHACKLETON    (Lancashii*. 
Ollitberoe)  said^the   matter    to    which 
Mr.  CogMl.    " 


he     desired     to     call     attention    was 
of      a    technical    character,    and    re- 
quired    some      explanation.      It     was 
the  operation  of  the  cotton  cloths  law 
under  the  Factories  Acts.    As  a  result  of 
a  strong  agitation  at  Blackburn,  an  Act 
was  passed  in  1889  for  the  proper  venti- 
lation of  the  cotton  cloth  steaming  sheds, 
but  the  workpeople  were  not  satisfieil, 
and  a  strong  effort  was  made  by  them 
to  abolish   the    entire    system.      They 
wished  to  act  in  a  manner  which  would 
least  injure  trade,  and  least  harass  the 
employers,   and  a  meeting   was  hdd  in 
London    between    employers    and    em- 
ployees, the  result  of  which  was  a  sug- 
gestion  on    the  part  of  the  employers 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  by  the 
Home  Office  into  the  working  of  the 
Steaming  Act,  as  it  was  called,  and  its 
effect  on   the  health  of  the  operatives. 
That  inquiry  took  place.    After  oonskler- 
ing  the  evidence  the  Ck>mmittee  made 
certain  recommendations,  induding  the 
suggestion    of    a  limit    of    9    volumes 
of    carbon    dioxide    in     every    10,000 
volumes    of    air,    this     would     secure 
an     amount     of     ventilation     corres- 
ponding   to    about    2,000    cubic    feet 
of  fresh  air   per   head  per  hour,  and 
they    expressed    the    belief    that    such 
a    requirement    would    bring  about  a 
material    improvement    in  the    health 
and   comfort   of  the  workers,  without 
imposing  any  serious  burden  upon  the 
trade,  or   asking   for    more   than    was 
already  voluntarily  done  in   well-regu- 
lated sheds.     As  the  legal  limit  was  only 
600  cubic  feet,  it  could  not  be  denied 
that   the  operatives  had   good   ground 
fur  complaining  that  it  was  considerably 
under  the  proper  standard  from  a  health 
point  of   view.    In   1897  an   Act    was 
passed  empowering  the  Home  Secretary 
to  embody  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  in  the  form  of  an  Order,  and 
in  1898  that  was  done     Knowing  tbtt 
the  Older  would  involve  considerable 
alterations  in  many  of  the  sheds,  and 
being   naturally  anxious  not  to  caut^e 
disturbance,  the  operatives'  representa- 
tives gave  time  for  these  changes  to  be 
carried  out.    For  more  than  two  years 
they  said  Uttle  or   nothing  about   the 
matter,  but  in  1900  they  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  a  determined  tSort 
should   be    made  to   bring  about   tiie 
alterations,     and     they    communicated 
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with  the  Home  Office.  The  employers 
at  once  waited  upon  Sir  Keneim  Digby, 
asking  that  the  Order  should  be  so  far 
varied  as  to  allow  the  carbon  dioxide 
admitted  into  the  sheds  to  be  five  over 
the  outside  air.  The  operatives'  repre- 
sentativee,  having  considered  the  matter, 
also  visited  the  Home  Office,  and,  while 
asking  for  the  Order  to  be  carriod  out, 
accepted  this  modification,  which  they 
found  could  be  allowed  without  serious 
risk  to  the  operatives  It  was  hoped 
that  after  all  these  delays  something 
would  be  done.  He  admitted  that 
something  had  been  done,  but  the  Order 
had  not  been  enforced  in  the  manner 
they  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  laxity 
of  the  administration  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  during  1900,  the  number 
of  inspectors  specially  appointed  to  deal 
with  this  matter  was  reduced  from 
three  to  one,  and,  according  to  the 
Inspector's  Report — 

"  The  Inspectors  in  charge  of  the  diKtrict 
were,  for  the  first  time  since  the  passing  of  the 
origiua)  Act  of  1880,  called  upon  to  assist  in 
Uie  enforcement  of  tiie  enactment." 

The  only  way  in  which  the  general 
inspector  could  assist  was  in  checking 
the  entries  of  the  employers  on  a  par- 
ticular day ;  he  had  no  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  from  a  scientific 
point  of  view  ;  he  took  no  tests,  and  did 
nothing  in  the  way  of  a  scientific  ex- 
amination of  the  conditions  of  the  place. 
The  number  of  factories  and  ^o  forth 
under  supervision  had  increased  from 
600  to  1,597,  in  addition  to  which  there 
were  a  number  of  rooms  in  flax  milk 
subject  to  inspection.  He  held,  there- 
fore, that  if  it  took  three  men  to  do  the 
work  connected  with  the  smaller  number 
of  mills,  it  certainly  required  more  than 
one  man  to  see  that  the  Act  wa3  faith- 
fully carried  out  in  the  larger  number. 
Another  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
was  all  in  favour  of  the  employers.  By 
Section  95  of  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Act,  1901,  it  was  laid  down  that 
no  prosecution  could  follow  an  offence 
unless  a  second  offence  was  committed 
within  twelve  months.  As  these  1,597 
places  were  spread  all  over  the  country, 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  detect  an 
employer  in  a  second  ofFence,  and  it 
would  have  been  thought  that  when 
such  detection  was  made  a  prosecution 
would  follow."  But  wh»t  were  the  facts } 


lu  February  last,  in  reply  to  a  Question,, 
the  Home  Secretary  stated  that  in  1902 
there  were  sixty-two  oases  reported  in 
which  employers  had  exceeded  the 
standard,  but  that  theexcess  in  many  casca 
was  in  only  one  part  of  the  shed.  Th» 
law,  however,  made  no  exemption  ia. 
such  cases,  but  declared  that  an  excess 
in  any  part  of  the  shed  constituted  an 
offence.  As  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
law  should  be  altered  in  that  respect,  h» 
would  only  say  that  when  such  altera- 
tion is  proposed  the  operatives'  repre- 
sentatives will  offer  it  their  strongest 
opposition,  being  convinced  that  if  the 
average  of  the  shed  was  permitted  to  be 
taken  it  would  entail  serious  conse- 
quences in  many  weaving  sheds.  H» 
knew  scores  of  places  in  which  one  part; 
of  the  shed  would  be  fairly  healthy  and 
agreeable,  while  another  part  waa 
absolutely  intolerable.  In  reply  to  »■ 
subsequent  Question,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  in  sixteen  of  the 
cases  the  employers  had  been  warned  in 
the  course  of  the  precedingtwelvemonths. 
Why  were  prosecutions  not  instituted 
in  those  sixteen  cases  t  Tiiere  ought  not 
to  be  the  slightest  hesitation  in  insti- 
tuting prosecutions  on  the  part  of  a 
Department  having  charge  of  a  matter 
so  seriously  affecting  the  hfe  and  comfort 
of  the  operatives.  He  held  that  the^ 
Home  Office  had  neglected  its  duty.. 
Why  had  there  been  no  prosecutions  for 
more  than  eighteen  months  1  Had 
instructions  been  given  to  the  inspectors^ 
not  to  prosecute  1  Was  there  any 
understanding  in  the  Department  that 
this  Act  shoukl  not  be  enforced  1  Why- 
were  the  employers  in  this  of  all  the- 
depattments  of  the  cotton  trade  per-^ 
mitted  to  please  themselves  1  "The 
patience  of  the  operatives  was  almost 
exhausted.  They  nad  never  yet  agreed 
to  this  Act,  the  only  Resolution  they  had 
passed  having  been  in  favour  of  the- 
total  abolition  of  the  system,  and  he 
assured  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that, 
unless  the  Act  was  enforced  in  a 
straightforward  manner  it  would  b& 
very  difficult  to  induce  the  people  to  givfr 
the  measure  a  fair  trial.  After  all  the 
concessions  they  had  made,  he  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  expect  the 
earnest  assistance  of  the  Home  Office. 
He  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Home 
Secretary  that  this  Act  would  be  given  a. 
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proper  and  a  fair  chance.  He  could  not 
conceive  why  these  prosecutions  had  not 
taken  place.  The  cases  he  had  mentioned 
had  heen  tried  before  magistrates  who 
were  employers  and  had  a  direct  interest 
in  this  matter,  but  if  the  Act  which  had 
been  carried  through  the  House  of 
'Commons  was  to  be  set  at  naught  by  the 
magistrates  he  did  not  know  what 
position  the  workers  would  have  to  take 
up.  They  had  their  own  remedy,  and 
that  was  to  refuse  to  work  under  those 
conditions.  The  only  other  alternative  was 
that  the  Act  should  be  put  in  force  and 
made  to  do  the  work  it  was  intended  to 
■do. 

♦  Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  said 
as  a  rule  the  case  of  the  potters  was  put 
before  the  House  by  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Stoke,  who,  though  he 
had  made  his  usual  speech,  seemed  to 
have  omitted  to  tell  them  upon  this 
occasion  that  the  more  lead  they  used 
in  the  trade  the  better.  By  that  omission 
he  had  deprived    him,  he  was    almost 

foing  to  say  defrauded  him,  of  one  of  his 
est  arguments.  His  hon.  friend  had 
stated  tnat  it  came  as  a  surprise  to  him 
-and  his  friends  that  Lord  James  was 
About  to  continue  the  arbitration  upon 
this  question.  Why  should  he  be  sur- 
prised, for  it  had  been  repeatedly  said 
that  the  inquiry  had  only  been  adjourned. 
The  inquiry  was  adjourned  simply  to  see 
how  the  rules  worked  and  how  the 
•operatives  were  affected.  Surely  that  was 
not  an  unreasonable  course  to  adopt. 
The  hon.  Member  went  on  to  say  that 
this  was  a  premature  discussion  of  this 
subject.  Personally,  he  should  have 
been  better  pleased  if  this  discussion 
had  taken  place  a  week  after  instead  of 
a  week  before  the  arbitration.  But  that 
was  not  his  fault.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Stoke  had  also  said  that  the  wet 
processes  were  thoroughly  innocuous. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  I  said  they  were  less 
■dangerous  than  the  dusty  and  dry  pro- 


♦  Mr.  TENNANT  said  that  was  com- 
mon groimd.  The  rules  had  to  be  very 
stringent  in  the  dry  processes,  but  it  had 
been  shown  that  injurious  results  were 
pnxiuced  from  the  sludge  of  wet  lead 
running  through  the  troughs.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  went  on  to  say  that 

Mr.  Shadcletorn 


this  was  the  first  occasion  when  the  Home 
Office  had  attempted  to  dictate  to  manu- 
facturers what  materials  they  should  use. 
He  believed  that  the  year  1901  was  the 
first  occasion  when  Parliament  decided  to 
impose  special  regulations  upon  manu- 
facturers as  to  the  use  of  certain  articles. 
He  thought  the  Home  Secretary  would 
confirm  that  statement.  The  hon. 
Member  went  on  to  say  that  when  the 
manufacturers  applied  for  a  formula  from 
which  a  glaze  might  be  made  which  would 
be  innocuous  the  Home  Office  said  they 
could  not  give  it  That  was  not  in 
accordance  with  his  information  or  re- 
collection. It  was  some  time  since 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr.  Thorpe 
was  issued,  but  his  recollection  was 
that  there  was  in  the  appendix  to 
that  Report  a  formula  given  by 
those  two  scientists  derived  from  in 
formation  from  a  great  Swedish  manu 
facturer  who  had  employed  lead  in  his 
glaze  in  sufficiently  large  quantities  to 
make  it  a  commerciid  success  with 
almost  complete  harmlessness  to  the 
operatives  engaged. 

Mr.  COGHILL  said  that  the  manu- 
facturers in  his  constituency  had  not 
found  it  possible  to  use  such  a  glaze  to 
advantage  commercially.  If  the  hon. 
Member  knew  of  such  a  formula  he 
should  be  pleased  to  know  what  it  was. 

♦Mr.  TENNANT  said  he  could  not 
give  him  the  formula,  but  he  would  look 
through  the  Report  and  see  if  it  existed 
there.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  said 
that  manufacturers  had  not  found  it 
possible  to  use  such  a  glaze  with  com.- 
mercial  advantage.  Manufacturers  had 
got  the  chance  of  making  a  glaze  without 
lead.  Would  the  hon.  Member  state 
that  that  was  impossible  1  The  other 
day  at  a  meeting  in  connection  with  a 
hospital  with  which  he  was  connected 
they  were  discussing  the  purchase  of 
earthenware  materials,  and  he  suggested 
that  they  should  be  of  leadless  glaze,  and 
the  Committee  at  once  asked  the  ques- 
tion :  "  Can  you  get  them  as  cheap  as  the 
other  sortr'  He  obtained  prices  for 
them,  and  later  on  to  his  astonishment 
the  Secretary  to  the  hospital  informed 
him  that  he  had  bought  the  articles 
cheaper  in  leadless  glaze.  That  showed 
that  the  example  set  by  the  House  of 
i  Commons,  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
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public  Departments  had  been  a  good 
one,  and  had  resulted  in  this  remarkable 
circumstance,  that  in  the  open  market 
they  were  able  to  parchase  leadless  glaze 
cheaper  than  lead  glazed  goods.  He 
had  himself  a  dessert  service  made  with 
leadlras  glaze,  and  both  for  cheapness 
and  quality  it  was  as  good  as  those 
made  with  the  use  of  lead.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  said  that  they  were 
always  going  to  Glermany  for  information. 
With  the  prospect  of  dearer  food  and 
dearer  raw  materials  before  them  the 
bowels  of  his  compassion  yearned  to- 
wards the  manufacturers  not  only  of 
pottery  but  of  everything  else,  and  if 
he  felt  that  these  rules  were  likely  to 
prevent  them  carrying  on  successfully 
their  industry  at  a  profit,  and  would  have 
the  effect  of  closing  up  their  works,  he 
should  not  have  another  word  to  say 
lipon  the  subject.  They  ought  not  to 
sacrifice  the  supremacy  of  their  commerce, 
bat  at  the  same  time  they  must  not 
wholly  ignore  the  safety  of  the  worker. 
He  did  not  think  he  needed  to  say  any- 
thing more  about  the  potters.  He  de- 
aired  to  congratulate  the  Home  Secretary 
upon  the  most  admirable  Report  which  he 
had  placed  before  the  House.  He  had  a 
good  many  questions  to  ask  which 
he  was  afraid  were  rather  technical. 
He  wished  to  refer  to  two  matters 
which  related  more  to  the  future,  and 
were  really  not  so  germane  to  this 
discussion,  namely,  reporting  of  acci 
dents  and  ventilation.  On  both  these 
subjects  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
received  Reports  from  Departmental 
Committees.  He  asked  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  do  in  regard 
to  these  matters.  He  would  content  him- 
self by  remarking  how  deplorable  it 
wouM  be  if  he  were  to  accept  the 
invitation  which  was  made  in  the 
Report  of  the  Departmental  Comm'ttee 
on  ventilation  and  take  a  retrograde 
step. 

An  important  matter  mentioned  in 
the  Report  nt  page  29  related  to  small 
laundries.  This  question  had  been 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Home 
Secretary  in  ^the  past  as  often  as  they 
got  the  opportunity  of  doing  ?o.  On 
this  matterjMr.  Edward,  Southampton, 
eaid — 

"In  all  the  twenty -two  rases  where  hand 
.lanndries  have  heen  crossed  off  the  register  it 
lias  been  bee  nae  the  occnpiers  have  reduced 


their  outside  hands  to  two  so  as  to  be  outside 
the  provisions  of  the  Act." 

This  was  the  only  trade  in  the  country 
which  was  exempted  from  the  Factory 
Acts  owing  to  its  dimensions.  It  was 
most  ridiculous,  and  really  iniquitous, 
that  by  dismissing  all  employees  except 
two  the  people  who  kept  these  small 
laundries  should  be  able  to  compete 
against  the  other  laundries  where  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Acts  were 
complied  with.  Was  it  not  as  necessary 
to  protect  the  two  workers  as  twenty  or 
thirty  1  Another  matter  which  he  would 
mention  in  passing  was  that  relating  to 
precautions  against  fire.  He  could  not 
go  into  that  question  because  it  involved 
legislation,  but  he  wished  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  following  observations  by  Mr. 
Younger  at  page  23  of  the  Report — 

"The  chief  difficulty  at  present  is  the 
treatment  of  dangerous  factories  and  work- 
shops in  which  fewer  than  forty  hands  are 
employed.  In  some  cases  the  number  of 
bands  is  deliberately  kept  just  below  forty  as 
an  alternative  to  the  provision  of  a  second 
exit ;  this  practice  involves  the  absurd  assump- 
tion that  a  building  which  is  dangsrons  for 
the  employment  of  forty  persons  u  safe  for 
thirty-nine." 

He  sincerely  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  attention  to  that 
point.  At  the  inquest  which  took  place 
after  the  fire  at  Stockport  Cotton  Mills 
Sir  Charles  Firth,  of  the  Fire  Brigades 
Association,  said — 

"  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  one- 
half  of  the  mills  in  the  country  were  worse  off 
than  the  Vernon  mills  were  in  respect  of  fire 
equipment." 

That  was  a  very  strong  statement,  a  id 
one  which  ought  really  to  sink  d^ep 
into  the  minds  of  those  responsible  for 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  factories  and  workshops. 
These  were  matters  on  which  he  could 
not  enter  very  minutely. 

He  would  now  turn  to  other  questions 
with  which  he  was  personally  a'^juainted. 
They  were  technical,  but  they  were 
subjects  into  which  the  Committee,  over 
which  he  presided,  were  directed  to 
inquire  in  1895.  In  regard  to  dry 
cleaning,  Mr.  Rogers,  Derby,  stated  in 
his  Report,  which  appeared  at  page  61 
of  the  Blue-book— 

"One  fire  occurred  at  a  dry  cleaning 
works  in  the  daytime.  A  woman  was 
lifting  a  metal  vessel   containing   garments 
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appointment  of  a  new  electrical  inspector 
Six  years  ago  the  Committee  to  whicb 
he  had  alluded  made  a  Report  on  deo- 
trical  generating  stations.  The  gentle- 
man appointed  by  the  Home  Office 
reported  that  last  year  there  had  been 
ten  fatal  accidents  and  126  non-fatal 
accidents  in  electrical  generating  stations. 
Ten  fatal  accidents  seemed  to  him  a 
very  considerable  number,  the  Inspector 
added — 


soaked  with  benzinif  from  the  floor,  when,  from 
some  unknown  cause,  flames  appeared  under- 
neath the  vessel,  and,  rapidly  spreading,  the 
fire  burned  out  the  interior  of  the  room  before 
it  oonld  be  extinguished  by  the  excellent  local 
arrangements  of  the  factory.  A  notable  point 
in  this  case  is  that  two  vesselH  of  benzine, 
simply  covered  with  loose  lids,  were  in  the 
room,  and  though  they  were  enveloped  in 
flame  for  several  minutes  the  spirit  did  not 
take  fire.  This  shows  the  advii<abilit7  of  pro- 
viding lids  for  machines  and  vessels  containing 
benzine,  as  recommended  by  the  Dangerous 
Trades  Committee  some  years  ago." 

The  Committee  reported  on  that  subject 
in  1897  and  1898,  and,  so  far  as  he  waa 
informed,  nothing  had  been  done  beyond 
making  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  danger- 
ous trades  with  which  he  was  deal'ng. 
He  admitted  there  had  been  inquiry, 
but  that  was  not  sufiScient.  Something 
should  be  done  beyond  mere  inquiry, 
lie  called  attention  to  the  following 
passage  in  Mr.  Uilditch's  Report  in 
regard  to  basic  slag — 

"  There  is  still  a  tendency  to  improvement 
in  the  matter  of  allaying  the  dust  at  basic 
s'ag  works,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that, 
although  excellent  results  have  been  obtained 
compuiMi  with  the  old  order  of  things,  the  firm  is 
still  giving  the  matter  attention.  It  is  en- 
couraged in  this  by  the  great  saving  of  valu- 
flble  dust  which  was  at  one  time  dissipated 
through  the  air." 

He  must  say  that  it  did  strike  him  as  an 
extraordinary  thing  that  here  where 
the  Home  Office  had  practically  an  in- 
vitation from  the  firms  engaged  to  issue 
regulations,  nothing  had  yet  been  done. 
He  called  attention  to  the  enormous 
number  of  accidents  resulting  from  the 
use  of  locomotives  in  factories.  It 
would  be  seen  from  the  statements 
made  at  page  82  of  the  Report  that — 

"Twelve  out  of  forty-nine  inquests  attended 
by  one  inspector  daring  the  past  year  were  in 
connection  with  deaths  of  persons  caused  by 
moving  locomotives  or  trucks  on  private  rails. 

The  inspector  for  the  Midland  Division 
said  at  page  63  of  the  Report — 

"  Year  by  year  the  observance  of  the  Special 
Rules  becomes  more  noticeable  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  administration  diminish.  Employers 
and  employed  alike  have  begun  to  recognise 
the  justice  and  necessity  of  iheir  enactment 
and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  compli- 
ance." 

Though  inspectors  and  em  (foyers  said 
these  things  the  only  people  who  took 
no  action,  so  far  as  he  understood,  were 
the  Home  «Office  authorities.  He  had 
the  pleasing  duty  of  being  able  to  con- 
gratulate the  Home  Secretary  on  the 

Mr.  Tennanit 


"The  notifies  of  aceidents  received  daring 
the  year  in  respect  of  electrical  stations  do  not^ 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  represent  by  uiy 
means  all  the  cases  which  should  have  been 
reported,  niinagers  of  some  stations  having 
expr&ised  their  ignorance  of  this  requirements 
of  the  Act" 

Therefore  ten  might  not  represent  tho 
whole  of  the  accidents  that  resulted  fatally, 
and  in  all  probabiUty  126  did  not  repre- 
sent anything  Uke  the  number  of  non- 
fatal accidents.  He  drew  attention  to  the 
following  paradox  brought  out  in  th» 
Report — 

"The  greater  number  of  the  accidenta 
happened  to  persons  when  workine  on  '  live' 
switchboards  or  conductors,  mostly  at  low 
pressure,  short  circuits  occurring  and  resulting 
in  severe  bums,  in  one  case  terminating 
faUUy." 

He  would  now  pass  to  what  th» 
Inspector  said  about  transformer  stations. 
He  remembered  being  asked  in  this 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  J<outh 
why  they  wanted  to  claim  certain  powers 
during  the  passing  of  the  Factories  Bill 
dealing  with  transformer  stations.  H» 
informed  the  hon.  Member  at  that  time 
that  it  was  because  they  were  extra- 
ordinarily dangerous  places.  They  had 
it  stated  in  the  Report  that  they  vrere 
almost  more  dangerous  than  the  lu-ger 
generating  stations.  That  entirely  bore 
out  his  old  contention  that  the  transform- 
ing stations  were  as  dangerous  as,  if  not 
more  dangerous,  than  the  generating 
stations.     The  Inspector  said  that — 

"  The  larger  number  of  the  electrical  acw- 
dents  were  of  a  preventable  nature,  and,  in 
some  coses,  gross  negligence  was  evident  in 
that  totally  unskilled  and  ignorant  persona 
were  put  tO'  work  upon  or  amongst  '  live '  con- 
ductors, whilst  in  other  cases  obvious  and 
elementary  precautions  were  neglected." 

He  had  always  maintained  that  nearly 
all  these  cases  of  accident  could  be  pre- 
vented if  the  Home  Office  would  only  enforce 
the  powers  at  their  disposal.  Nearly  all 
these  points  had  been  brought  before  tho 
Committee  over  which  he  presided  six 
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years  ago,  but  nothing  had  been  done. 
Might  he  read  one  other  statement,  in 
regard  to  electrical  works  1  The  Inspector 
said  that — 

"The  apace  behind  switchboards  is  also  in 
some  instances  so  broken  npand  obetmcted  by 
cables,  reristsnce  frames,  etxi.,  as  to  render  the 
apiiUoation  of  sand,  in  the  event  of  fire,  almost 
impossible,  whilst  in  others  it  offers  a  dangerous 
trap  in  case  of  accident  necessitating  a  harried 
exit" 

One  thing  on  which  the  Committee 
laid  stress  in  their  Report  was  that 
there  should  be  more  space  behind 
these  switchboards,  and  they  drew  up 
a  draft  regulation  to  that  effect.  He 
would  read  a  final  extract  from  this  ; 
Electrical  Inspector's  Report—  j 

"  Two  fatadities  have  recently  occurred  from  I 
shock  •  to  earth '  on    a  250  volt    two-phase  | 
system,  in  one  of  which  the  victim  was  proved 
to  have  been  quite  sonnd,  and  was  killed  when  \ 
accidentally   touching   a    charged    conductor 
with  the  little  finger  of  his  left  hand." 

He  would  earnestly  suggest  that  where 
they  were  dealing  with  electrical  force 
<»f  such  extraordinary  danger,  which 
worked  silently,  suddenly  and  relent- 
lessly, there  was  a  corresponding  duty 
lying  on  those  whose  prerogative  it 
vas  to  protect  the  workers  of  the 
country  to  employ  every  means  in 
their  power  to  discharge  that  duty 
«fficiently. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham. 
Bordesley)  said  they  all  admired  the 
many  qualities  of  the  rii^ht  hon.  and 
iion.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  sym- 
pathised with  them  in  their  efforts  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  workers 
of  the  country;  but  he  thought  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  attacks  which 
had  been  made  on  the  Home  Office 
"for  not  putting  their  regulations  into 
^orce.  The  Home  Office,  it  should  be 
remembered,  might,  in  trying  to 
•mproTe  the  condition  of  the  workers 
in  certain  trades,  improve  these  trades 
-out  of  existence  altogether.  He  should 
like  to  look  at  the  position  of  trades 
in  this  country,  and  to  consider  whether 
or  not  certain  of  them  were  not 
inspected  enough;  whether,  at  any  rate, 
the  interference  of  the  Home  Office 
would  not  carry  away  the  very  slight 
margin  that  was  left  to  them  of  profit. 
He  wished  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  in 
jnaking  his  statement   had  given  par- 


ticulars. His  meaning  was  that  in  the 
application  of  certain  rules  and  regula- 
tions, however  admirable,  to  certain 
trades,  there  was  a  danger  of  carrying 
them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  became 
unworkaUe  and  ridiculous. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILEE  said  that  be 
alluded  to  the  smaller  hardware  trades, 
especially  to  the  manufacture  of  pins 
and  buttons. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  that  if 
people  would  only  spend  a  few  days 
at  Birmingham  they  would  see  that 
the  inspectors  did  their  duty,  as  far 
as  possiUe,  to  such  trades  as  had  been 
mentioned.  The  criticisms  made  showed 
that  regulations  which  were  good  in 
themselves  as  applied  to  certain  trades, 
were  worthless  when  applied  to  other 
trades.  He  did  not  understand  what 
his  right  hon.  friend  meant  when  he 
spoke  about  sanitation  of  small  domestic 
workshops.  Did  he  mean  that  the 
sanitation  of  Birmingham,  which  was 
the  home  of  these  small  industries,  was 
defective  1  In  passing,  he  might  remark 
that  these  small  industries  were  most 
valuable.  They  formed,  he  would  not 
say  a  middle  class,  but  a  lower  middle 
class  of  people  who  were  their  own 
masters,  which  was  a  great  thing  for 
those  who  were  working  on  their  own 
account;  and  although  their  condition 
and  gains  were  not  altogether  what  he 
would  like,  yet  to  destroy  that  class 
would  be  regarded  as  an  infinite 
injury.  There  was  a  great  desire  on  the 
part  of  a  large  section  of  persons  to  shut 
up  all  small  workshops,  and  by  means  of 
rules  and  regulations  to  force  the  workers 
into  the  large  factories.  If  ever  thai 
came  about  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a 
great  misfortune.  As  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  wanted  to  have 
the  sanitary  matters  of  these  small  work- 
shops —  these  domestic  houses  where 
work  was  carried  on — placed  under 
factory  inspectors. 

*SiR  CHARLES  'DILKE  said  he  did 
not  go  into  any  question  of  legislation, 
for  that  would  be  outside  this  discussion. 
He  said  that  the  great  municipalities 
were  doing  their  work  well ;  and  so  far 
as  Birmingham  was  concerned  he  had  no 
cause  of  complaint.      But  some  of  the 
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smaller  municipalities  were  apt  to  wait 
for  the  Home  Office  to  call  their  attention 
to  sanitary  defects. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  frequency  of  the  expressions  of 
distrust  of  the  local  authorities.  They 
must  either  be  trusted,  or  an  inspector 
should  be  sent  down  from  the  central 
authority. 

*Sm  CHABLES  DILKE  said  that 
what  he  had  stated  was  that  in  many 
cases  both  the  factory  inspector  and  the 
local  sanitary  inspector  were  already 
sent. 


Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  thoujght  that 
that  was  an  error,  if  ever  it  did  exist. 
He  was  not  aware  that  under  the 
present  regulations  a  factory  inspector 
could  go  and  do  the  work  of  a  local 
sanitary  inspector.  If  so,  it  was  a  great 
mistake,  in  his  opinion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  very  truly  that  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Estimates  they  were  con- 
fined to  criticism  of  the  administration 
of  the  existing  law.  He  wished  that  all 
the  factory  inspectors,  particularly  the 
women,  would  confine  their  work  to  the 
administration  of  the  existing  law.  He 
had  complained  for  years  past,  he 
complained  now,  that  a  good  portion 
of  their  time  and  energy  was  taken 
up  in  dealing  with  matters  which  were 
outside  the  administration  of  the  existing 
law,  and  that  there  was  inadequate  time 
left  for  their  regiJar  work,  while  demands 
were  made  for  more  inspectors.  We 
should  soon  be  becoming  the  most 
heavily  inspected  nation  in  the  world. 
He  was  bound  to  say,  on  reading  these 
Keporte,  that  they  appeared  to  him,  though 
nominally  addressed  to  the  Home 
Office,  to  be  really  addressed  to  the 
public  outside.  There  was  a  good  deal 
of  sensational  matter  in  them;  many  of 
the  statements  were  greatly  exaggerated ; 
isolated  cases  were  given  leavmg  the 
impression  that  that  was  the  general 
state  of  things;  and  altogether  they 
formed  an  ex  parte  stat«ment.  He  found 
that  the  brush  trade  was  now  being 
attacked.  And  here  he  might  remark 
that  in  this  last  Report  there  was  a 
minute,  technical  account  of  the  manu- 
facture of  brushes  in  (Jermany  which  was 
very  interesting,  but  he  did  not  think  that 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


a  factory  inspector  need  have  given  that 
information  in  carrying  out  the  admin- 
istrationof  the  law.  It  was  outside  his  pro- 
vince. Brushmaking  as  a  home  industry 
was  outside  the  supervision  of  the  in- 
spectors at  present,  and  yet  it  was  men- 
tioned in  this  Report  that  the  inspectors 
had  visited  some  hundreds  of  homee 
where  these  brushes  were  made.  Why 
did  they  want  to  interfere  with  the  homes 
of  the  people  who  were  trying  to  get  an 
honest  living  1  And  why  should  they 
introduce  in  their  Reports  these  remarks 
to  get  some  restrictions  placed  upon  them  ? 
Then  there  was  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Sidney  Webb's  book,  very  interesting^ 
but  quite  outside,  in  his  opinion,  the 
province  of  inspectors  who  were  paid  to 
discharge  certain  definite  duties.  There 
were  also  statements  with  reference  to 
brushmaking  which,  he  was  afraid,  was 
carried  on  under  very  bad  conditiona  in 
Germany,  and  in  a  manner  which  had 
squeezed  out  of  existence  all  the  lower 
foims  of  brushmaking  in  this  country. 
He  did  not  see  that  that  was  a  very  good 
argument  in  favour  of  preferential 
taiifis.  He  was  not  advancing  the  argu- 
ment himself — he  was  only  quoting  ;  but 
that  trade,  which  could  only  be  carried 
on  with  the  utmost  care  and  application, 
and  with  hardly  a  living  margin  in  thi» 
country,  was  now  to  be  interfered  with. 
In  his  opinion  the  Report  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Home  Se«retary  as  a  private 
document ;  and  the  inspectors  would  be 
better  advised  to  confine  their  zeal  to  the 
work  entrusted  to  them. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded 
to  laundries,  and  said  that  small  laun- 
dries which  only  employed  two 
persons,  apart  from  members  of  the 
family,  should  be  protected.  That  meant 
that  such  laundries  should  be  brought 
under  the  Workshops  Act,  and  that 
would  mean  that  every  one  of  those  small 
home  industries — almost  the  only  home 
industry  that  was  left — would  be  squeezed 
out  of  existence.  They  should  look  at 
the  question,  not  from  the  point  of  view 
of  everything  that  might  be  ideal,  but  in, 
connection  with  the  poverty  of  the  people 
who  were  trying  to  get  their  living, 
under  circumstances  and  conditions  which 
the  House  of  Commons  would  like  to- 
see  improved,  but  which  it  would  bo 
cruelty  to  deprive  them  of  altogether. 
He  was  aware  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  and  his. 
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friends  had  set  their  minds  on  bringing  I  the  House,  there  vras  an  attempt  to- 
those  small  laundries  under  protection,  bring  those  small  industries  within  it» 
which  would  amount  to  ending  their  scope,  and  he  received  scores  of  letters- 
existence.  The  women  inspectors  of  the  from  clergymen  and  others,  praying  that 
Home  Office  had  made  up  their  minds  to  !  they    should       *    '      •  ■'      '       •-' 

Again  he 


the  same  effect.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  his  friends  had  great  influence  with 
the  Home  Office.  He  had  heard  them 
described  collectively  as  an  outside  branch 


not    be 
would  say 


interfered    with. 

it  was  unfair  to- 
quote  exceptional  cases,  and  then  suggest- 
that,  in  order  to  rectify  them,  all  the 
thousiinds  of  the  poorer  industrial  claases 


of  the  Factory  Department  of  the  Home  ,  should   be  interfered  with.     He  hoped 


Office.  Their  aim  was  to  close  every 
one  of  those  small  laundries,  and  it  was 
supported,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  I^^port 
in  a  manner  which  was  unfair.  There 
was  a  long  quotation  about  a  small 
laundry  carried  on  by  some  Italians,  who 
had  evaded  the  law  by  employing  persons 
under  the  pretence  that  they  were 
members  of  the  family.  Probably  that 
was  true ;  but  he  had  tried  to  get  the 
addresses  of  some  of  those  terrible  cases, 
and  ho  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  them. 


♦Me.  TENNANT  said  he  would  give 
the  right  hon.   G-entleman  one. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said 
should  like  to  get  the  addresses  from 
those  who  wrote  the  Report.  He  did 
not  say  the  cases  were  incorrect, 
but  he  said  that  they  were  isolated 
and  rare,  and  to  found  general  legis- 
lation on  exceptional  cases  was  always  a 
mistake.  Then  it  was  said  in  the  Report 
in  regard   to  these  domestic  laundries — 

"  It  is  difficult  not  to  be  struck  by  the  dia- 
oomfort  sod  wretchedoen  of  theae  homes 
when  turned  into  unregulated  workshops." 

They  were  considering  the  cases  of  tens 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women 
who  were  really  not  laundresses  at  all,  but 
washerwomen  who  at  the  present  time 
got  a  humble  living.  In  every  part  of 
the  country  they  would  find  that  the  one 
successful,  though  humble,  home  industry 
was  carried  on  by  women  who  took  in 
washing.  That  was  what  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
wanted  to  destroy.  It  was  the  merest 
quibble  to  say  that  they  did  not  want 
to  destroy  them,  when  they  proposed 
to  bring  them  under  the  Workshops 
Act.  There  were  steam  laundries  now 
within  reach  of  almost  every  village  in 
the  country,  and  if  the  home  industry 
was  extinguished  the  work  would  be 
sent  to  the  steam  laundries.  When  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  was  before 


there  would  be  an  improvement  in  future 
Reports  as  far  as  sensational  statements 
were  concerned,  and  that  the  inspectors 
would  report  only  on  the  work  entrusted 
to  them,  and  not  on  missionary  work 
which  should  be  left  to  those  to  whom 
it  properly  belonged.  It  was  very 
interesting    and   very    clever,    but  its 

E roper  place  was  not  in  the  Report.  He 
oped  the  Home  Office  would  bear  in 
mind  that,  after  all,  it  was  a  poor  result 
to  improve  the  conditions  of  trade,  if,  at 
the  same  time,  it  meant  squeezing  trades^ 
on  which  poor  people  were  engaged  out 
of  existence.  If  they  looked  round  they 
would  see  at  the  bottom  of  the  social 
he  j  system    of    the  country  a  condition  of 


poverty  that  some  of  them  did  not 
perhaps  fully  realisa  If  they  found< 
people  itruggling  to  get  a  living,  let 
them  not  adopt  means  which  might  be 
good  if  applied  where  they  could  be 
applied,  but  which  would  take  away  the 
means  of .  earning  a  living  from  those 
people.  He  particularly  referred  to- 
laundries,  and  to  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  who  earned  »< 
humble  living  by  them  at  the  present 
I  time.  That  industry,  if  the  Workshops 
Act  regulations  were  applied,  would- 
no  longer  be  able  to  continue. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  (Pifeshire.  E.)  said  he 
was  at  one  moment  afraid  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  had  just  sat  down 
was  going  to  succumb  to  the  influences 
so  prevalent  in  the  atmosphere  just  now, 
which  seemed  to  lure  every  speaker, 
whatever  might  be  ostensibly  the  subject 
of  debate,  in  the  direction  of  preferential 
tariffs. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  dissented. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  said  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge,  at 
any  rate,  of  succumbing  to  that  tempta- 
tion, and,  warned  by  his    example,   he 
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"would  endeavour  to  give  a  clear  berth 
to    that  particular   topic.      His    right 
hon.   friend   took  an   interest  in  the 
welfare     of     these     small     industries. 
He  entirely  shared  with  him  the  view 
that  it  was  most  undesirable,  either  by 
legislation  or  administration,  to  do  any- 
thing to  curtail  the  sphere  or  diminish 
the  prosperity  of  those  industries.     But 
his  right  hon.   friend's   imagination  in 
these    matters  was,  if    not  exclusively 
occupied,  dominated  by  the  figure  of  the 
poor    woman    who   took    in   washing. 
After  all,  no  one  wanted  to  put  any 
unreasonable  obstacles  in  her  way,  but 
there  were   a   number  of  these  small 
industries  in  regard  to  which  investiga- 
tion had  shown  there  were  ample  reasons 
-why  the  persons  engaged  in  them  should 
'be    protected   against  vital    danger    as 
regarded   sanitary  condition,  hours    of 
labour,  and  the  general  terms  of  their 
-employment.     AUusion  had  been  made 
to  brush-making,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
an   impression  that  an  unwarrantable 
intrusion  had  been  made  into  that  trade. 
But  what  was  the  reason  for  that  intru- 
sion %  It  was  because  it  was  in  relation  to 
thiSj  trade  that   the  terrible  disease  of 
anthrax  became  more  and  more  preva- 
lent and  dangerous,  particularly  where 
the  work  was  carried  on  by  out- workers. 
Could  anyone  say  that  was  not  a  matter 
for  investigation  t    When  his  Tight  hon. 
friend  compared  our  brush  industry  with 
that  of  Germany,  and  stated  that  one  of 
the  effects  of  this  legislation  was  that  in 
some  of  the  lower  branches  of  the  brush 
industry  it  enabled  German  manufac- 
turers to  successfully  compete  with  the 
British  manufacturers,   was    the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  Germany 
these  very  processes  were   safeguarded 
by  stringent  rules  with  regard  to  disin- 
fection such    as   did   not    exist  in  this 
country  t    He  thought  we  might  legiti- 
mately take  a  leaf    out   of  Germany's 
book  m  this  matter. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  inquiry  into  brush-making 
oranything  else — into  any  other  industry; 
but  let  that  inquiry  be  conducted  under 
the  authority  of  the  Home  Office  under 
proper  instructions.  What  he  objected 
to  was  that  inspectors  who  complained 
that  they  had  not  time  to  do  their 
.administrative  work,  went  of  their  own 

Mr.  Asquithf 


accord  into  a  trade,  making  inquiries 
and  publishing  a  Report  It  was  not 
thdr  business  to  do  so  unless  they  had 
instructions  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ASQUITU  said  he  did  not  feel 

much  wiser  after  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's explanation  than  he  did  when  he 
resumed  his  seat.    Who  would  be  more 
qualified    to   make  inquiries    than  the 
inspectors  who  existed  for  that  purpose. 
The  inspectors  of  the  Home  0£Bce  were 
well  qualified  to   make    inquiries,  aud 
there  could  be  no  reasonable  objection  to 
the  result  of  those  inquiries  being  em- 
bodied in  a  Heport  to  the  Department. 
The  principles  of  factory  legislation  were 
now  practically  settled,  and  there  was 
continuity  of  administration.    This,    of 
course,  made  the  annual  debate   turn 
more  and  more  upon  matters  of  detail,  and 
it  was  useful  as  indicating  directions  in 
which  settled  rules  should  be  extended  in 
application.     He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  whenever  it  was  shown,  after  due 
inquiry,  that  the  conditions  of  particu- 
lar trades  were  insanitary  or  dangerous, 
whether  carried  on  in   factories  or  out- 
side, and  that  there  was  a  risk  of  workers 
losing  their  proper  measure  of  remunera- 
tion, it  was  not  only  the  right,  but  the 
duty  of  the  State,  in  compliance   with 
uniform  tradition,  to  take  effectual  means 
to  safeguard   the   workers.     There  was 
nothing  dangerously    socialistic  in  that 
principle — there  was  abundant  evidence 
for  it  in   the    policy    which    had   been 
carried  on  by  this  country  for  many  years. 
He  was  not  one  of  those   who  believed 
that  British  industries  were  handicapped 
in  their  struggle  for  existence  by  exten- 
sion of  the  regulations.     It  was  a  posi- 
tion, however,  which  though  not  often 
enunciated  in  this  House  was  often  put 
forward    outside,    and     he    challenged 
evidence  in  support  of  it.      The  more 
matters  were  investigated — if  they  were 
to  form  part  of  the  comprehensive   in- 
quiry into  things  in  general — the   more 
it  would  be  shown  that  British  trade  had 
been   emancipated  and  improved ;    and 
the  fact,  that  workers  who  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago  owing  to  insanitary  conditions 
carried  on  their  work    with  shortened 
Uves  and  impaired  energies,  now,  by  wise 
legislation  and    careful   administration, 
were  safeguarded  and  carried   on  their 
occupations    under    healthy   conditions 


Digitized  by 


Google 


585    Supply— Cml  Services  and    {25  June  1903}      Revenue  Dept$.  Estimates.     68C 


which  they  had  not  previously  enjoyed, 
would  form  a  great  commercial  asset  for 
Great  Britain  in  the  struggle  with  other 
nations.     His  hon.  friend  the    Member 
for   Berwick  had   alluded,   not  for  the 
first  time  by  many,  to  the  fact  that  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Dangerous 
Trades   had  in    some  points    not   been 
acted    upon  by   the   Home  Office ;    he 
knew  from  experience  the  difficulty  of 
friiiuing  special  rules  for  particular  in- 
dustries, but  he  impressed  on  his   right 
hon.  friend  the  urgency  of  dealing  with 
trades  where  avoidable  dangers  to  life 
and  health  existed.     He  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  progress  that  had  been 
made  in  this  matter,  and  he  hoped  an 
assurance  would  be  given  by   his  right 
hon.  friend  that  further  steps  would  be 
taken.    For  many  years  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stoke  had  taken  part  in  the  de- 
bates on  lead  poisoning  with  credit  and 
versatility,    shifting    his   ground    with 
admirable  perception  of  the  line  it  would 
be  in  the  interest  of  his  clients  to  take.  I 
He    did   not,  however,   understand  the  j 
line  the  hon.  Member  had  taken  on  this  , 
occasion.      Some    years    ago    the   late 
Home  Secretary  promulgated  a  move- : 
ment  vrhich  resulted  m  an  arbitration, 
conducted  by  Lord  James  of  Hereford, . 
who  adjourned  the  hearing  for  eighteen  i 
months.    That  period  had  elapsed,  and  I 
the   hon.  Member  was  surprised    that  | 
proceedings    should     be    resumed ;    he  { 
thought,  perhaps,  that  proceedings  which  , 
were  adjourned    for    eighteen  months 
were  postponed  sine  die  or  to  the  Greek  ! 
Kalends !    Why  did   he    think  the  in- ! 
<)uiry  was  adjourned  t  ' 

Mr.   CXDGHILL  :    To    let    the  Home 
Office  off  as  lightly  as  possible. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  said  this  was  ingeni- ; 
eus,    but    not    complimentary   from    a  I 
supporter  of  the  Government.    He  gave  | 
Lord  James  credit  for  a  large  intention.  I 
He  thought  he  adjourned  the  inquiry ' 
to  allow  those  concerned  the  opportunity  | 
of  reaching  a  state  of  things  in  which  | 
special  rules  or  legislation  would  not  be 
required,  and  it  was  reasonable  that,  a  | 
sufficient    time    having    elapsed,    Lord  ' 
James  should  desire  to  know  what  had 
been  done.    He  would  make  one  other 
remark.     Ten  years  experience  of    the 
experiment  of  appointing  women  inspec- ! 
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tors  for  trades  where  women  and  younj; 
persons  were  employed  justified  an 
extension  of  the  practice.  The  com- 
munications between  the  women  opera- 
tives and  these  inspectors  had  been 
much  more  free  than  they  would  have 
been  if  these  women  inspectors  had  not 
been  appointed,  and  the  result  had  been 
a  much  better  administration  of  the  law. 
He  desired  to  see  the  women  inspectorate 
still  further  extended.  It  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  benefit  to  a  large 
class  of  operatives  in  the  comitry,  and  he 
did  not  in  the  least  share  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  that 
women  inspectors  had  gone  out  of  their 
way  to  publish  to  the  world  ex  parte  and 
sensational  statements  in  reference  to 
certain  trades. 


Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS; 
say  that. 


I  did  not 


Mr.  ASQUITH  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  certainly  suggested  it,  other- 
wise he  could  not  understand  the  purport 
of  his  remarks.  At  any  rate,  he  declared 
that  they  had  gone  beyond  the  duties  of 
their  office,  and  devoted  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  Reports  time  which  mignt  nave 
been  more  usefully  employed  in  the 
routine  work  of  the  Department.  He 
did  not  at  all  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  It  was  one  of  the  duties,  a» 
it  had  been  the  practice,  of  inspectors,  no 
matter  with  what  Department  they  were 
connected,  not  to  confine  themselves  to 
the  mere  routine  of  their  daily  work,  but, 
as  intelligent  observers,  to  send  to  their 
official  chief,  in  the  form  of  Reports,  such 
observations  as  they  might  be  able  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
particular  form  of  activity  with  which 
they  were  charged,  whether  social,  educa- 
tional, or  industrial,  adding  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  or  removalof  such 
evils  as  were  brought  to  their  notice.  H : 
would  be  sorry  for  it  to  be  suggested  that 
inspectors  were  going  beyond  their  proper 
sphere  in  reporting  to  their  chief,  and 
through  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  existence  of  evils,  their  magnitude, 
and  suggestions  for  their  remedy.  By 
making  such  Reports  they  were  perform- 
inga  most  useful  function, and  he  earnestly 
hoped  the  Home  Secretary  would  not 
give  any  countenance  to  the  discouraging 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
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Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division.  On 
the  whole  he  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  progress  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  excellent  work  it  had  done, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to  reassure 
the  Committee  on  the  special  points  of 
detail  to  which  reference  had  been  made. 

♦Mr.  TAI.BOT  (Oxford  University)  was 
understood  to  say  that  the  greatest  credit 
was  due  to  the  women  inspectorsfor  the  ex- 
cellentwork  they  had  done,  especially  when 
it  was  remembered  that  some  of  them  re- 
ceived remuneration  which  hardly  came 
within  the  description  of  a  "  living  wage." 
He  entirely  disagreed  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  on 
the  question  of  the  inspection  of  laundries. 
It  was  unreasonable  to  suggest  that  small 
laundries  would  bo  squeezed  out  of  exist- 
ence if  they  were  compelled  to  conduct 
their  industry  in  a  proper  and  sanitary 
manner.  All  small  laundries  would  be, 
or  ought  to  be,  glad  to  comply  with  the 
reasonable  requirements  of  the  Home 
Office. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  They  cannot 
afford  it. 

*Mr.  TALBOT  believed  they  could 
afford  it.  If  they  could  not,  they  ought 
to  be  closed,  as  no  industry  ought  to  be 
conducted  at  the  expense  of  the  health  of 
the  community.  On  the  larger  question 
of  the  inspection  of  laundries  generally, 
the  Committee  would  remember  a  re- 
markable scene  which  occurred  two  years 
ago  on  the  last  stage  of  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Regulation  Bill,  when  the 
Home  Office  surrendered  the  position  they 
had  taken  up,  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  carry  the  measure  if  they  in- 
sisted on  the  inspection  of  laundries. 
The  then  Home  Secretary  practically 
promised  to  deal  with  the  question  in  a 
very  short  time,  but  that  promise  had  not 
yet  been  redeemed.  He  therefore  desired 
to  ask  the  Home  Secretary  whether  he 
was  prepared,  and  if  so  when,  to  deal 
with  this  question.  It  was  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty,  and  one  which 
raised  serious  considerations  in  the  minds 
of  those  connected  with  certain  charitable 
institutions.  It  was  only  right  to  say, 
however,  that  recent  revelations  as  to 
what  had  happened  in  another  country 
had  given  rise  to  some  alarm  lest  there 

Mr.  Asquith. 


should  be  in  this  country,  unknown  to 
the  public,  scandals  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  it  would  tend  to  relieve  the  public 
mind  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  an  assurance  that  the  subject  would 
be  dealt  «rith  within  a  reasonable  time. 
The  fact  that  it  presented  difficulties  was 
no  reason  why  the  subject  should  be 
neglected,  especially  when  it  affected  the 
welfare  of  a  specially  helpless  part 
of  the  community.  With  reference 
to  the  fruit  preserving  industry,  h© 
thought  the  law  was  hardly  sufficiently 
stringent  for  the  protection  of  the  health 
of  the  youngest  class  of  workers.  That, 
however,  was  a  matter  for  legislation, 
and  could  not  be  discussed  on  the  Elstim- 
ates.  But  he  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  Reports  he  had 
received  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  existing  law  was  really  carried  out. 
He  believed  that  in  some  places  there 
existed  a  condition  of  things  which  ought 
never  to  be  tolerated — fruit  preservmg 
being  carried  on  under  insanitary  condi- 
tions not  only  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
the  workers,  but  causing  a  danger  to  the 
preserved  fruit  which  might  be  de- 
scribed as  disgusting.  He  trusted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  this 
matter  his  attention. 


Mr.  BRIGG  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Keighley) 
desired  to  refer  to  the  remarkable  but 
reasonable  complaint  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Chtheroe  Division  with  reference  to 
the  cotton  steaming  mills.  The  hon. 
Member  had  approached  the  matter  from 
the  workers'  point  of  view;  he  (the 
speaker)  could  look  at  the  matter  ftava. 
the  opposite  point  of  view,  because^ 
although  not  actually  an  employer  of 
cotton  labour,  he  had  been  part  holder, 
and  had  had  under  his  control  the  manage- 
ment of  factory  sheds  of  the  kmd 
described  by  the  hon.    Member.     The 

gound  of  complaint,  was  that  the- 
ome  Office  had  not  been  sufficiently 
active  in  enforcing  the  regulations,  and 
that  the  inspectors  had  not  done  all  they 
might  and  ought  to  have  done.  There 
were  two  very  good  reasons,  and  in  giving 
those  reasons,  he  might  be  able  to  make 
some  useful  suggestions  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Many  Members  were  pro- 
bably not  familiar  withtheobject  of  steam- 
ing cotton.  The  fact  was  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  put  a  large  quantity  of  steam 
into  these  sheds  while  the  goods  were- 
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being  producod  in  order  to  help  the 
wearing  and  the  laying  down  of  the 
fibre,  and  at  the  same  time  to  get  a 
certain  amount  of  moisture  into  the 
cloth,  that  being  extremely  valuable  to 
the  manufacturer.  It  was  much  better 
for  the  manufacturer  if  the  goods  could 
be  turned  out  in  a  damp  condition 
than  if  they  were  turned  out  dry.  Under 
those  circumstances,  when  a  man  had  a 
direct  interest  in  keeping  the  place  moist, 
it  was  difficult  to  keep  him  on  the  right 
line.  It  was  ex;;eedingly  difficult  to 
detect  what  the  inspectors  were  expected 
to  discover.  Hon.  Members  knew  that 
the  small  fractions  of  impurity  which 
were  said  to  exist  in  the  sheds  were  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  arrive  at  The  hon. 
Member  for  Clitheroe  had  been  asking 
(or  a  more  efficient  inspection  and  a  more 
careful  consideration  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  cotton  industry  was 
now  carried  on.  Unless  the  punishment 
was  very  severe  manufacturers  would 
continue  to  ignore  the  law.  He  knew 
some  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
owners  had  to  contend,  because  many  of 
the  alterations  were  difficult  to  carry  out 
and  very  expensive,  but  he  was  quite 
convinced  that  there  was  no  reason 
whatever  to  consider  that  the  regulations 
laid  down  in  regard  to  steaming  in  cotton 
sheds  were  unreasonable,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  Home  Office  should 
not  use  more  energy  in  having  the  Act 
carried  out. 

♦SiB  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Oxford  University 
disputed  that  these  regulations  would 
squeeze  the  small  laundries  out  of 
existence.  Take  the  case  of  a  widow 
with  a  couple  of  daughters  calling 
in  two  or  three  outside  assistants 
to  carry  on  washerwomen's  work.  She 
would  probably  occupy  premises  of 
a  humble  nature,  and  perhaps  carry  on 
the  washing  business  in  an  old  coach- 
house. If  they  applied  factory  regula- 
tions in  this  case,  as  to  sanitation  and 
other  matters,  they  would  squeese  her 
business  out  of  existence,  because  she 
probably  would  have  no  money  to  (srry 
out  the  alterations  required.  The  cost 
would  fall  upon  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  result  would  be  that  owners 
would    bar  washerwomen    from    occu- 


pying their  premises.  He  agreed 
with  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Bordesley  with  regard  to  what 
he  said  about  the  extinction  of  these 
independent  workers.  He  desired  to 
thank  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean  for  kindly 
giving  him  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  the  subject  of  fi^h-curing  at  Yar- 
mouth before  the  Committee.  He 
regretted  that,  owing  to  his  public 
duties  calling  him  elsewhere,  he  was 
unable  to  be  present  and  listen  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  remarks  upon 
the  Inspector's  Report.  There  were 
peculiar  circumstances  coimected  with 
the  industry  at  Great  Yarmouth  which 
rendered  it  very  difficult  to  meet 
the  points  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward. In  the  first  place,  it  had  to  be 
remembered  that  fish-curing  was  not 
pleasant  work  under  any  circumstances. 
The  fish  had  to  be  cleaned  and  gutted, 
and  that  was  not  agreeable  work  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.  He  would  not  dis- 
pute the  fact  that,  although  the  work 
might  be  disagreeable,  everything  reason- 
able should  be  done  in  the  direction, 
not  of  making  it  less  disagreeable,  but 
of  making  it  as  sanitary  in  its  operation 
as  possible.  The  Report  said  that  a 
large  number  of  women  were  carrying  on 
the  work  under  disgusting  circumstances, 
and  it  went  on  to  speak  of  mud,  filth, 
rain,  storms,  and  of  the  work  being 
carried  on  in  the  open  air.  No  Home 
Office  could  control  rain  or  wind,  but 
what  could  the  Home  Office  do  to 
mitigate  the  unpleasant  results  referred 
to  in  the  Memorandum  1  He  did  not 
think  they  could  do  venr  much  in 
this  instance.  In  the  first  place,  the  area 
of  the  ground  upon  which  this  work 
must  be  carried  on  at  Yarmouth  was 
very,  very  restricted.  What  was  des- 
cribed as  the  South  Denes  where  the 
work  was  carried  on  in  the  open  air,  was 
but  a  very  few  acres.  It  could  not  be 
carried  on  at  a  very  great  distance  from 
the  landing-place  because  of  the  ad- 
ditional  cost  that  would  be  added  to 
the  curing  by  the  carriage.  The  con- 
gestion, consequently,  must  be  nearest  to 
the  river.  'The  ground  could  not  be 
extended.  They  could  not  limit  the 
number  of  fish  to  be  treated,  nor  could 
they  delay  the  process.  However 
willing  the  private  owners  and  the 
Corporation  might  be,  they  were  met 
U  2 
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with  the  greatest  possible  diflSculty,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  case  admitted  of 
very  much  remedy.  If  his  right  hon. 
friend  suggested  that  the  work  should 
be  done  under  sheds,  he  would  point 
out  that  that  might  inflict  considerable 
outlay  by  a  number  of  people  con- 
cerned. In  pointing  out  that  women 
worked  in  mud  and  slush,  and  in 
storms  of  wind  and  rain,  the  inspector 
mentioned  that  a  few  loads  of  stones 
might  mitigate  the  evil.  Knowing  the 
operations  of  fish-curing,  and  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  had  to  be 
carried  on,  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  the  inspector  was  right.  It 
would  not  do  to  put  down  rough  stones, 
because  the  women  would  cut  their  feet, 
and  they  would  interfere  with  the  work 
of  cleaning,  because  the  stones  would 
have  to  be  constantly  removed  and  fresh 
stones  substituted. 


The  inspector  was  actuated  by  the 
best  intentions,  and  was  a  very  able 
man.  He  was,  doubtless,  extremely 
anxious  to  see  some  mitigation  of  the  evil, 
but  he  did  not  think  a  remedy  would  be 
found  in  putting  down  rough  stones 
which  must  in  course  of  time  become 
insanitary,  and  could  not  be  changed 
while  pressure  of  work  was  on.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  if  this  inspector 
had  a  more  varied  experience  of  the  fish- 
curing  process,  and  went  up  and  down  the 
coast,  he  would  not  have  expressed  himself 
so  strongly.  It  was  useless  to  use  strong 
words  without  suggesting  a  remedy  for 
the  evil.  The  fish-curing  was  different 
from  every  other  industry,  and  he  would 
again  ask  the  Home  Secretary  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
employ  one  inspector  to  look  after  it  and 
to  travel  after  the  fish.  Such  an  official 
would  understand  the  different  conditions 
at  different  places  and  would  accumulate 
experience  tnat  would  prove  most  useful. 
The  Home  Secretary  had  not  seen  his 
way  in  the  past  to  act  upon  this  sugges- 
tion, but  it  might  be  possible  that  Httle 
things  could  be  done  by  an  inspector 
with  experience  of  other  districts.  With- 
out in  the  least  wishing  to  quarrel  with 
the  inspector  or  to  controvert  his  state- 
ments, he  repeated  that  he  differed  from 
him  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  remedies 
that  were  suggested  in  thereport.  Where- 
«ver  there  was  a  likelihood  of  danger  to 
the  community  it  was  right  to  make  regula- 
tions to  obviate  it,  but  he  contended  no 
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plea  could  be  put  forward  by  anybody  that 
the  fish -curing  process  carried  on  at 
Yarmouth  was  insanitary,  or  that  it  h.ul 
an  ill  effect  upon  the  health  of  anyone 
engaged  in  it.  It  was  a  most  agreeable 
sight  to  see  the  arrival  of  a  corridor  train 
from  Scotland  crowded  with  young 
women  who  by  their  appearance,  dress 
and  conduct  gave  an  impression  of  a  very 
high  type  of  civilisation.  Their  respecta- 
bility and  moral  conduct  was  beyond  all 
doubt,  and  yet  they  went  to  Yarmouth  to 
work  under  the  conditions  which  the  in- 
spector so  condemned.  Those  girls  and  the 
peopleof  Yarmouth  weremost  healthy,and 
surely,  therefore,  there  could  be  no  plea 
raised  for  precipitate  interference  by  the 
Home  Secretary.  He  made  those  remarks 
because  the  inspector's  Report  would  lead 
to  a  wrong  impression  if  it  were  not  met 
by  observations  from  one  possessed  of  local 
knowledge  upon  the  subject.  It  was  quite 
recognised  in  Yarmouth,  both  by  private 
owners  and  the  Corporation,  that  it  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  everyone 
concerned  if,  without  interfering  with  or 
hampering  the  industry,  some  method 
could  be  found  for  its  amelioration  or 
improvement.  But  it  had  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  fishery  was  a  very  pre- 
carious business,  and  permanent  arrange- 
ments could  not  be  made  for  it,  although 
the  people  concerned  always  did  their 
best.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
understand  that  he  was  only  doing  what 
he  considered  his  duty  in  endeavouring 
to  put  before  it  the  facU  as  they  concerned 
Great  Yarmouth. 

Mr.    T.    p.    O'CONNOR   (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
{  opposite   had  made  a  slight  allusion  to 
I  the  question  of  convent  laundries.    That 
I  question  raised  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
]  some  time    ago,  and  that  feeling  was 
largely  due  to  a  want  of  appreciation  of 
the  facts.    He  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Home  Secretary  had 
exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  exempting 
these  laundries  from  the  ordinary  inspec- 
tion provided  for  by  the  Act.    The  right 
hon.   Gentleman   had  alluded  to   some 
scandals  that  had  recently  been  published 
in  connection  with  convents  in  France. 
If  he  followed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  he  meant    to   suggest    the    possibility 
of  such  scandals  in  the  establishments  in 
England,    Ireland,    and    Scotland.     He 
I  could  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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tliat,  if  he  beliered  there  was  such  a 
possibility  he  would  join  in  any  measure 
to  prevent  such  scandals.  But  he  did 
not  believe  in  that  posdibility,  and  he 
would  confirm  what  he  had  to  say  in 
regard  to  laundries  in  conventual  insti- 
tutions by  one  or  two  extracts  from  the 
Blue-book  now  before  the  Committee. 
It  contained  four  Reports,  from  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Dubhn, 
and  they  all  agreed  in  stating  that  these 
institutions  were  extremely  well  con- 
ducted from  a  sanitary  point  of  view 
Mr.  Bellhouse  (Dublin)  stated  in  his 
Report : — 

"  I  have  had  an  opportunity  during  the  year 
«f  Ti«itiag  a  good  tnanv  of  these  planes  by 
invitation,  and  I  have  been  enormously  im- 
pre«sed  by  the  excellent  arrangements  that 
are  made  m  all  of  them  for  the  workent  In 
no  ca<e  have  I  found  any  instance  of  excessive 
hoars,  the  regulations  a,f  to  holidayit  are  fully 
met  by  the  observance  of  all  the  Church 
holidavs  ;  the  only  point  in  which  there  is  not 
absolnte  compliance  in  this  respect  being  in 
connection  with  the  compulsory  Easter  holiday. 
This  is  never  observed,  but  the  want  of  it  is 
more  than  counterbalanoed  by  the  extra 
number  of  other  days  which  are  observed 
instearf.  I  have  always  found  the  rooms  to  be 
exceedingly  well  ventilated,  high,  lofty,  bright, 
and  airy;  the  wash-house  do  rs  are  admirably 
laid  and  drained.  In  those  places  where 
machinery  is  nsed  I  have  been  surprised  to  see 
how  well  it  has  been  guarded,  and  how  well 
the  ventilating  fans  have  been  arrange-i. 
Much  of  the  opposition  to  the  Factory  Act  on 
t'<e  part  of  these  institutions  has  been  due  to 
ignorance  of  what  the  law  might  mean  to  th^ni. 
They  have  iwen  afraid  that  we  might  interfwre 
with  their  religious  ceremonies  by  binding 
them  to  certain  definite  and  uoalterable  hours, 
but  I  have  always  carefully  explained  matters 
and  pointed  out  that  they  were,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  already  complying  to  the  fullest  extent 
with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  that  its 
application  to  them  could  make  no  possible 
difference  in  their  arrangements.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  any  opposition  to  or 
feeling  against  visits  by  an  Inspector,  male  or 
female.  In  this  district  they  are  already  well 
accustomed  to  such  visits,  for  there  is  nearly 
always  attached  to  the  convent  either  an 
iidnstrial,  national  or  technical  school,  to 
which  visits  are  paid  by  Government  officials, 
or  the  convent  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  subject  to  visits 
by  officials  from  them.  My  experience  is  that 
a  very  hearty  welcome  is  always  offered  by 
the  Reverend  Mother  and  the  Nuns,  who  seem 
only  too  anxisns  to  show  everything  about  the 
premises." 

He  thought  that  would  satisfy  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  the  apprehension  that  any 
scandals  such  as  had  been  alleged  in 
regard  to  institutions  in  other  countries 
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were  possible  in  the  conventual  establisli- 
ments  of  this  country.  He  might  say 
that  the  opposition  to  the  intrusion  of 
inspectors  into  these  convent  laundries 
in  the  ordinary  way  was  on  account  of 
the  fear  which  was  entertained  by  the 
authorities  that  much  inspection  in*the 
case  of  persons  of  ill-balanced  minds 
might  have  an  injurious  effect,  and  lead 
them  to  desire  liberation  and  to  return 
to  their  old  ways.  That  was  the  basis 
of  their  opposition.  So  far  as  inspection 
of  convents  in  relation  to  machinery 
and  hours  of  labour  was  concerned,  the 
report  of  Mr.  Bellhouse  showed  that 
there  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
these  establishments  to  inspection. 

Some  time  ago,  when  the  Factories 
Act  was  before  the  House,  they  succeeded 
in  getting  Section  *  104  introduced,  the 
result  being  to  make  the  Act  apply  to 
dockers  and  practically  to  all  forms  of 
employment  on  ships  and  in  docks.  And 
in  addition  they  got  it  applied  to  dockers 
as  men  engaged  in  a  dangerous  trade. 
Further,  it  was  provided  that  a  wharf, 
quay,  warehouse,  and  all  machinery 
and  pUnt  used  in  loading  or  unloading 
any  ship  were  included  in  the  word 
"  factory  " ;  and,  finally,  by  the  second 
sub-section  the  expression  "plant"  was 
interpreted  as  including  any  gangway 
or  ladder  used  by  any  person  to  load  or 
unload  or  coal  a  ship.  That  was  the 
legislation  on  which  the  House  agreed. 
The  trade  of  dockers  was  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  in  the  country,  and  the 
statistics  which  were  submitted  on  that 
point  constituted  the  reason  why  the 
then  Home  Secretary  assisted  in  getting 
this  section  introduced  into  the  Factories 
.Act.  He  was  sure  that  the  present 
Home  Secretary  did  not  fall  behind  hi'^ 
predecessor  in  his  anxiety  to  see  the  Act 
carried  into  operation.  What  he  wanted 
to  know  was  how  far  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  able  to  see  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Act  were  given  effect 
to.  The  narrow  point  with  which  he 
was  most  concerned  at  present  was  the 
ladder  one.  A  ladder  was  really  one  of 
the  most  important  paits  of  the  machin- 
ery in  the  docking  industry,  and  also  in 
shipbuilding  yards,  and  it  was  a  matti  r 
which  required  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Home  0£Sce.  He  would  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  case  of  the  docker--. 
What  happened  1    In  large  ships  holds 
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were  35  to  40  feet  deep,  and   in  some 
cafes   the  ladders  did  not  reach  to  the 
full  depth.     He  had  seen  ships  in  which 
it  required  something  like  an  acrobatic 
performance  to    reach    from  the  deck 
to    .the     first    rung     of    the    ladder. 
The  result  was  that  the  docker  would 
miss  the  first  rung  of  the  ladder  and  fall 
forty  or  fifty  feet  into  the  hold,  and  if 
not  instantaneously  killed,  he  would  be 
grievously  injured.     That  was  a  disgrace- 
ful state  of  things.     Furthermore,  the 
ladders  had  frequently  the  rungs  very 
widely  apart,  or  broken  ;   in  fact,  they 
constituted  death-traps  to  these  dockers. 
He   understood  that   the   Home    Office 
had     a    set    of    rules    in    regard     to 
this    matter    under    consideration,   but 
which  had  not  yet  been  issued,  and  he 
was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  the  Home 
Secretary   would   do  everything  in   his 
power  to  make  these  regulations  effective. 
The  right    hon.   Gentleman    had    been 
courteous  enough  to  give  him  an  invita- 
tion to  go  to  the  Home  Office  and  inspect 
an  improved  ladder.     He  declined  to  do 
so,  because  he  did  not  consider  it  the 
business  of  any  Member  of  Parliament 
to  recommend  any  particular   form  of 
ladder.     That  was  a  matter  on  which  the 
Home  Office  should  exercise  their  own 
judgment.     What  he  wanted  was  that 
the  Home  Office  should  see  that  the  best 
kind    of    ladder  was    adopted.      When 
inquiry  was  being  made,  he  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
his   inspectors "  had    put    themselves    in 
communication  with   the  representatives 
of  the  dockers  themselves.     It  would  be 
highly  desirable  that  that  should  be  done, 
because  the  inspectors  had  no  practical 
experience  in   these  matters,  while  the 
leaders  of  the  dockers,  who  had   been 
themselves  dockers,  and  had  gone  through 
all  their  trials  and  bore  in  their  own 
persons  the  marks  of  the  wounds  which 
they  had  received  in  the  exercise  of  their 
calling,   had    that    practical    experience. 
There  was  also  the  danger  of  open  hatches, 
which  led  to  many  accidents,  both  in  the 
docks  and  in  shipbuilding  yards,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
see  that  the  regulations  as  to  these  were 
modified  and  improved. 

Sir  J.  L.  STIRUNG-MAXWELL 
(Glasgow,  College)  said  he  hoped  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  explicit  statement 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


as  to  what  the  Government  were  going 
to  do  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
inspection  of  laundries.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool 
had  said  that  the  Catholic  institutions 
were  willing  to  come  under  general 
regulations,  but  he  was  not  at  all  sure  of 
that.  All  the  evidence  that  he  had  was 
that  these  institutions  were  not  of  a  very 
satisfactory  nature.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  case  for  dealing  with  laundries 
had  been  more  than  made  out.  In  the 
House  of  Lords  two  years  ago.  Lord 
James  of  Hereford,  in  the  course  of  a 
debate  on  an  Amendment  to  the  Factories 
Acts,  said — 

"My  noble  friend.  Lord  Windsor,  wiw  per- 
fectly correct  in  saying  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  declared  that  the  state  of  the  law 
with  regard  to  laundries  was  most  unsatis- 
factory. My  right  hon.  friend  still  entertains 
that  view,  and  he  has  pledged  himself  to  <iu 
his  utmost  to  bring  about  an  amendment  of 
the  law." 

And  a  little  later  Lord  Jame^said — 

Thb  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  Order, 
order !  I  would  remind  the  hon.  Baronet 
that  matters  dealing  with  fresh  legislation 
cannot  be  discu8.°ed  in  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Sib  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  said  he 
would  then  leave  that  point  alone.  He 
however,  insisted  that  the  laundries  were 
not  in  a  very  satibfactory  state.  In 
reference  to  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bordesley  had  stated,  he  did  not  think 
that  anyone  wished  to  see  this  industry 
so  regulated  that  the  small  laundries 
were  squeezed  out  of  existence.  The 
laundries,  however,  must  be  made 
sanitary,  and  they  should  be  so  regulated 
that  they  should  not  le  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  their  patrons  or  the  com  munitj . 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said 
that  the  significant  feature  of  the  debate 
on  the  Home  Office  Vote  was  that  only 
three  hon.  Members  had  spoken  adversely 
of  the  Reports  of  the  In  spectorsof  Factories, 
of  the  method  of  their  doing  their  work, 
and  of  the  general  administration  of  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Acts.  Curi- 
ously enough  in  these  three  instances 
the  speakers  represented  the  view  of  local 
trades,  and  might  fairly  be  charged  with 
takingthe  narrow  view  of  their  trade  con- 
stituents rather  than  following  the  broad 
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principle  which  ought  to  weigh  with  a 
Member  of    the    House  of   Oommons. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  on  that  point, 
the  trades'  constituents  were  not  always 
the  best  guides,  philosophers,  and  friends 
in  regard  to  industrial  legislation.  It  was 
significant   that    these     three    adverse 
<)peaker8  had  always,    for    constituent 
reasons,  been  urging  the  Home  Office  to 
be  cautious  and  slow  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  factory  laws,  but  above  all, 
to  remember  that    foreign  competition 
was  walking  with  giant  and  irresistible 
strides.    There  was  a  converse  view  to 
that    position..    This    House    contained 
many  captains  of  industry  and  princes 
of   commerce,  men  who  had  succeeded 
well  in  various  branches  of   industry  ; 
and  the    three  speeches    to  which  he 
had  referred  had  been  received  by  them 
with   great   coolness.      These   speeches 
had  influenced  in  no  sense  the  audience 
to    which   they   were    addressed.      But 
there  was  one  of  these  speeches  which 
no  one  could  help  noticing — viz.,  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  fiordesley.   That 
speech   was  in   keeping   with  the  low- 
water-mark  of    industrial  organisation 
which    distinguished     the     right    hon. 
Gentleman,  both  in  and  out  of   office. 
The    speech   was    an  obvious  rider   to 
the      hon.    Member    for      Stoke     and 
another  hon.  Member,  who  were  under 
the  impression  that  the  Home    Office 
were  inclined  to  go  further  than  they 
ought.    That  speech    proved    that  the 
Home  Office  was  not    a   revolutionary 
office  and  that  the  atmosphere  of   the 
Home  Office    did      not      provoke      its 
occupants    "to   scorn  delights  and  live 
laborious  days,"  and  to  press  for  further 
legislation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  workers  of  the  country. 
It  proved  that  if  the  Home  Office  had 
erred  at  all  it  was  on  the  side  of  caution 
and  slowness,  and  that  they  didnot  pioneer 
reforms  until  long  experiment  justified 
them  in  doing  so.     It  threw  a  side-light 
on  the  tardy  way  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  concessions  to  reforms 
in  the  years  that    were  gone ;    and   a 
very  interesting  side-light  on  the  difficul- 
ties which  some  hon.  Members  had  to 
encounter  in  securing  reforms  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  many  dangerous 
trades. 

The    right    hon.    Gentleman    ur£;ed 
one  argument  which  ought  to  weigh 


with  one  or   two   hon.  Members.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  Home 
Office  had  something  else  to  protect  than 
the  workers;    that  they  must  not   by 
these   restrictions  and  regulations  im- 
prove certain  trades  altogether  out  of 
existence ;  that  the  margin  of  profit  in 
these  trades  was  so  small  that  he  was 
not  sure  that  over-inspection  would  not 
destroy  that  margin.     He  thought  that 
that  theory  had  been  discussed  when  the 
first  Factory  Act  was  passed ;  and  that 
it   had   then  been  discredited.      It   was 
opposed  to  existing  facts ;  and  he  would 
suggest  to  the  right  hon.    Member  for 
Bordesley  that  if  the  trade  of  Birming- 
ham was  sufi'ering — ^as  it  might  be— thut 
might  be  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
small  trades  of  Birmingham  the  garret- 
master  still  prevailed,  and  that  in  that 
environment  there  was  a  lack  of  that 
subdivision    of    labour    and    precision 
which  alone  could  be  secured  in  large 
factories.    Birmingham  had  not  followed 
the  example  of  Manchester  andother  large 
manufacturing  centres  in  the  North  of 
England  where,  by  that  sub  division  of 
labour  and  precision   of    method,  their 
trade  had  improved   in  proportion  as 
they    had    abandoned   the  old    garret- 
master  methods     There  they  had  insti- 
tuted  large  workshops,  employed  fore- 
men technically  trained,  and  worked  out 
the  specialisation  of  industry.     He  would 
suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
I  Bordcsley    that    instead     of     devoting 
I  attention  to  preferential  tariffs,  his  con- 
j  stituents  should  spend  more  money  on 
I  the  education  of  their  artisans ;  and  that 
instead   of   going  round  the  world   in 
search  of  Imperial  fireworks  they  should 
send  over  the  workmen  of  Birmingham 
to  Germany  to  study  the  organisation 
of  labour.    If  Birmingham  was  suffering 
f  romGermancompetitionit  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  Birmingham  had  not  got  such 
splendid  technical  schools  and  colleges  hs 
Charlottenburg      and    other     cities    of 
Germany.     The  right   hon.  Gentleman 
should  remember  the  old  adage — which 
was  also  the  law  of  theUfe  of  nations — that 
the  large  fish  lived  on  the  little  fish  and 
that  the  little  fish  ate  mud.    That,  too, 
was    the  law    of   the  life  of  industry. 
The  small  garret-masters  would  have  to 
go,  and  Birmingham  would  have  to  follow 
the  example  of  other  cities  which  had  got 
over  that  stage  of  industry. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  induatries, 
for  the  Bordesley  Division  talked  about 
small  laundries.  He  had  great  sympathy 
with  washerwomen,  and  with  all,  especially 
women,  who  were  obliged  to  work  under 
l)ad  conditions ;  but  it  was  no  kindness 
to  them  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
work  under  insanitary  and  noisome  con- 
ditions. On  the  contrary,  the  more  the 
standard  of  industry  was  raised,  the  more 
the  people  engaged  therein  were  elevated. 
If  hon.  Members  only  knew  the  places 
where  small  laundry  workers  did  their 
work,  out  of  sheer  sympathy  they  would 
improve  the  standard  of  work.     When 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  talked  about       jjj^     CX)GHILL   said  that  he  never 
over-replation  and  over -inspection    he   objected  to  the  [Home  Office  regulation* 
had  only  to  look  at  the  Report  to  find  j  ;„  *Jjjh  matter 
that,   as  regarded  laundries  in  France,  j 

that  country  was  abreast  of  this  country  ;  ,.  ,^„„  -.^ttt^.i.^c  •  i  ■  i  i-  • 
m  many  respects,  and  excelledit  in  others;  ^**''; /P^JJ  BURNS  said  he  believed 
and  as  regarded  brush-making,  Germany  1 1^^** '^  'h®  Home  Secretary  had  a  free 
waa  far  ahead  of  this  country  from  the  i  ^^^^  ^nd  more  vigorously  enforced  th» 
point  of  view  of  health,  sanitation,  and  ,  regulations,    the    106    cases    would    be 


insisted  that  r«gulatioD» 
should  be  carried  out,  that  controt 
should  be  exercised,  and  that  inspection 
should  be  extended.  What  had  been  the 
result  oi  the  action  of  the  Home  OfiSce  t 
In  1899  there  were  249  cases  of  lead 
poisoning,  when  the  control  of  the  Home 
Office  was  being  introduced.  In  1900 
the  cases  dropped  to  200;  and  aitrr 
three  years  they  had  fallen  to  106.  The 
hon.  Member  should  remember  that 
that  was  done  in  the  teeth  of  his  annual 
cry  that  the  industry  was  going  to  be 
ruined. 


hygiene.  He  did  not  believe,  and  never 
would  believe,  that  expansion  of  Empire 
was  to  be  had  by  the  ill-health  of  the 
citizens  of  that  Empire.  On  the  contrary, 
he  believed  that  insanitary  conditions  of 
work,  low  wages  and  long  hours,  consti- 
tuted a  reactionary  condition  of  things 
from  which  the  country  in  which  it  exist«l 
was  certain  to  suffer.  Such  a  condition  of 
affairs  would  not  be  improved  by  walking 


reduced  very  soon  to  forty  or  fifty  cues. 
I  That  should  encourage  the  Home  Office 
I  to  pursue  its  policy  more  vigorously  in 
I  the  future  than  in  the  past.     He  could 

not  congratulate  the  hon.  Member  on 
j  the  way  in  which  he  bad  been  a  snag  in 
I  the  stream  of  industrial  reform ;  and 
;  he  thought  that  the  hon.  Member   waa 

almost  as  reactionary  as  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 


about  like  Jeremiah,  bemoaning  the  fate  of !  Division.  The  last  point  he  wished  to 
England  or  crying  "  stinking  fish." '  refer  to  was  that  of  underground 
This  country  would  not  hold  the !  bakehouses.  The  Home  Office  was  the 
commerce  it  had  by  following  the '  authority  for  the  inspection  of  bake- 
reactionary  course  suggested  by  the  i  bouses,  both  above  and  under  ground, 
right  hon.  Member  lor  the  Bordesley  In  certain  circumstances  the  Home  Office 
Division.    The  hon.  Member  for  Stoke- 1  deserved  credit  for  its  part  in  carrying 

.«  -  _  _.-  ' i.  ii. e : i._j  1 A.1 _:.^l.« 


on-Trent  deserved  great  credit  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  persistently  stuck, 
not  with  the  best  of  aims,  to  the  question 
of  lead  poisoning.  He  had  little  to  say 
to  the  hon.  Member  after  the  proper 
criticism  he  had  already  received.  For 
five  or  six  years  the  hon.  Member  had 
delivered  similar  speeches  to  that  which 
he  delivered  to-day ;  but  his  speeches 
were  not  now  so  strong  as  they  were  two 
or  three  years  ago.  What  was  the  reason  1 
Five  or  six  years  ago  the  hon.  Member 
said  that  all  this  inspection  in  connection 
with  lead  poisoning  was  not  necessary. 


out  the  reforms  inaugurated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  iSest 
Fife  nine  or  ten  years  ago.  He  had 
been  very  frequently  criticised  for  his 
condemnation  of  underground  bake- 
houses, but  he  was  glad  to  say  that,  like 
Othello,  his  occupation  in  that  direction 
was  gone,  because  underground  bake- 
houses were  disappearing,  and  in  a  year 
or  two  very  few  would  be  left.  But  he 
would  ask  the  Home  Secretary  to  re- 
member the  fact  that  many  of  the  places 
which  were  condemned  by  his  own 
inspectors  as  bakehouses,  and  which 
could  not,  therefore,  be  used  as  bake- 


rhe  Home  Secretary,  however,  following  i  houses,  were  now  being  used  for  making 
the  late  Home  Secretary,  who  deserved  j  confectionery,  a  branch  of  industry  which 
great  credit  for  what  he  did  in  this  certainly  required  just  as  much  pro- 
particular  industry  as  in  many  other  ;  tection  as  that  of  bread-making.  It  was 
Mr.  John  Bums.  ^  j 
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a  remarkable  condition  of  things  that 
they  could  not  have  underground  bake- 
houses for  the  baking  of  bread,  but  could 
have  them  for  the  preparing  and  making 
of  pastry,  and  the  hundred  and  one 
toothsome  morsels  with  which  people 
regaled  themselves.  He  thought  the 
Home  Office  ought  to  construe  under- 
ground bakehouses  or  kitchens,  where 
they  were  used  for  the  cooking  of  food 
other  than  bread,  as  a  place  where  no 
edible  article  ought  to  be  made  or  pre- 
pared. The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  London,  in  his  Report  on 
underground  bakohouses  in  1902,  stated 
that  in  many  cases  the  w.-c.  accommoda- 
tion was  in  a  very  defective  condition. 
Twenty-six  lavatories  either  opened  or 
were  ventilated  into  the  kitchens,  and  in 
one  case  the  lobby  of  the  lavatory  was 
used  for  the  storage  of  meat.  Those 
were  the  places  where  City  merchants 
moat  did  congregate.  The  medical 
oflBcer  said  that  there  were  cases  in 
which  kitchens  were  badly  ventilated, 
walls  dirty,  floors  defective,  w.-c.'s  with- 
out ventilation  or  light,  and  used  by 
both  sexes,  cisterns  not  covered,  and 
cisterns  needing  to  be  cleansed.  That 
revealed  a  condition  of  affairs  which  was 
simply  disgraceful  and  scandalous,  and 
one  on  which  the  Home  Office  inspectors 
should  be  turned  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  master  bakers'  organ  said  that  the 
persons  who  denounced  underground 
bakeries  ought  to  see  underground 
kitchens  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
Charing  Cross ;  and  the  St.  James's 
Gazette  also  described  them  unfavourably. 
He  could  quote  instance  after  instance 
in  which  the  condition  of  undergiound 
restaurant  kitchens  was  really  disgrace- 
ful. This  House  had  perhaps  the  best 
kitchen  in  the  world,  but  when  they 
walked  through  that  kitchen  they  were 
struck  by  the  pallid  appearance  of  those 
who  carried  on  their  work  there,  even 
under  the  best  conditions.  What,  then, 
must  the  condition  be  of  those  who 
w'orked  in  the  insanitary  underground 
kitchens  to  which  he  referred.  His  view 
was  that  law  and  administration  should 
deal  with  these  places  in  precisely  the  same 
way  as  with  underground  bakehouses,  and 
that  they  should  henceforth  be  placed, 
not  at  the  bottom,  but  at  the  top  of 
buildings.  In  conclusion,  he  congratu- 
lated the  Home  Secretary  and  the  officials 
of  the  Department  on  the  continuous 
improvement  in  the  Eeport. 


♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's), 
who  was  very  indistinctly  heard  in  the 
gallery,  was  understood  .to  say  he 
would  be  hard  to  please  if  he  had 
any  fault  to  find  with  the  tone  of 
the  debate.  Although  faults  had  been 
found,  which  he  would  endeavour  to  put 
right,  the  debate  on  the  whole  had  bc^ 
one  of  congratulation.  Speaking,  in  the 
first  place,  of  the  date  at  which  the 
Estimates  were  brought  on,  he  pointed 
out  that  the  Estimates  which  were  taken 
first  were  those  in  which  the  greatest 
interest  was  taken,  and  they  were  taken 
when  they  were  at  the  suggestion  of  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  opposite. 
Hfi  referred  to  the  undesirability  of  tak- 
ing this  Vote  extremely  late,  and  said  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Report  in  connection 
with  Lord  James's  inquiry  would  be  avail- 
able in  so  short  a  time  as  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Fife  had  mentioned 
a  fact  at  which  the  Committee  would 
rejoice — namely,  that  nowadays  the  qucs* 
tion  of  administering  these  Acts  was 
no  longer  to  be  considered  one  of 
Party  politics.  Continuity  of  spirit, 
policy,  and  administration  was  main- 
tained by  successive  Secretaries  of  State. 
He  thought  that  was  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation which  tended  to  better  work 
being  done  by  the  inspectors  and  the 
Department.  With  regard  to  lead  poison- 
ing, he  thought  thers  was,  generally 
speaking,  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
steadv  decline  in  the  number  of  cases.  In 
1 899  there  were  in  all  1,258  cases ;  in  1900 
1,058  ;  in  1901,  863  ;  in  1902,  629.  Thfr 
diminution  in  the  Potteries  was  even  more 
remarkable.  The  efi'ect  of  the  special 
rules  (first  established  some  ten  years  ago) 
had  been,  he  ventured  to  think,  most 
marked,  especially  since  the  revision  uf 
1898.  This  subject  could  hardly  be 
thoroughly  discussed  just  now,  as  the 
arbitration  of  Lord  James  was  not  yet 
concluded,  but  would  be  resumed  next 
week,  and  the  case  was,  so  to  speak,  suh 
judice.  He  admitted  that  the  positioa 
could  not  yet  be  considered  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory,  but  there  was  certainly  much 
satisfaction  to  be  found  in  the  figures 
quoted.  He  really  thought  that  even  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stoke,  with  all  his 
gloomy  anticipation  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
restrictions  on  trade  in  this  country,  would 
agree  that  the  improved  state  of  affairs  was 
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worth  some  sacrifice.  Further  progress 
must  be  made,  further  precautions  were 
necessary,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
frame  further  rules  to  secure  them.  Some- 
thing was  being  done  with  regard  to  in- 
surance, and  he  had  reason  to  think  that 
the  ntunber  of  those  who  were  insured 
»vould  increase  year  by  year.  ( He  assured 
the  Committee  that  he  would  spare  no 
^ort  to  combat  the  evil  of  lead 
poisoning. 

As  regarded  fisheries,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  conditions  of  the  premises 
used  for  pickling  herrings  at  Great  Yar- 
mouth were  not  very  satisfactory,  and  in 
some  cases  there  was  an  absence  of  sani- 
tary convenience.  The  matter  had  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary 
authority,  and  he  had  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  they 
had  received  the  suggestions  and  de- 
mands made  by  the  Department  with 
regard  to  putting  their  house  in  order. 
At  Lowestoft,  though  the  conditions 
shown  in  the  Report  were  better  than  at 
Yarmouth,  there  were  still  unsatisfactory 
points ;  pressure  was  being  brought 
to  bear  to  secure  the  necessary  improve- 
ment, and  for  the  enforcing  of  the  law. 
As  regards  fruit-preserving  it  had 
been  suggested  that  very  slow  pro- 
gress was  being  made,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  rules  were  only 
made  in  June  last,  and  he  had  little 
doubt  that  the  next  Report  would  show 
a  more  satisfactory  result.  The  in- 
stances quoted  by  Miss  Paterson  cer- 
tainly showed  a  striking  disregard  of 
hygienic  considerations,  and  inquiries 
would  be  made.  The  new  conditions  under 
which  fruit-preserving  was  now  carried 
on  seemed  to  require  further  consideration. 
If  it  were  the  fact  that  the  factories 
were  practically  working  all  through  the 
year  it  was  possible  that  the  special 
■exemptions  ought  to  be  cut  down  or 
removed.  That  was  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration, and  a  jmnui  facie  case  for 
further  inquiry  had  perhaps  been  made 
out.  The  extension  of  the  "  Particulars  " 
principle  to  various  trades  must  proceed 
gradually  as  need  was  shown.  The 
complexity  in  the  conditions  of  many 
trades  made  careful  inquiry  essential. 
Since  the  Act  of  1901  was  passed,  which 
made  extension  to  out  workers  possible, 
several  branches  of  trade  had  been  under 
consideration ;  extensions  had  been  made 

Mr,  Akers  Douglas. 


in  four  trades,  and  he  hoped  when  the 
subject  came  up  again  for  discussion, 
progress  woukl  be  found  to  have 
iseen  made  towards  meeting  the  wishes 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  Of  course, 
many  trades  were  acting  voluntarily  in 
the  matter.  As  to  the  inspectorate, 
there  was  always  room  for  the  increatse 
of  inspectors  of  both  sexes,  and  recent 
years  showed  a  continuous  increase  lu 
appointments.  The  appointment  of  a 
permanent  lady  inspector  for  the  potteries 
had  been  considered  by  his  predecessors 
who  had  not  seen  their  way  to  place 
a  lady  inspector  there  permanently.  In 
that  view  he  concurred,  believing  that 
the  staff  of  lady  inspectors  could  be  best 
turned  to  account  by  sending  members 
of  it  where  their  services  were  most 
needed  from  time  to  time.  Under  that 
system  the  potteries  had  received  their 
fair  share  of  attention.  In  reference  to 
the  preparation  of  certain  Returns,  there 
was  certainly  some  overlapping  of 
authority  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the  Local  Government  Board ;  but  he 
anticipated  a  removal  of  this  objection 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  which 
had  been  appointed  under  Lord  Jersey 
to  inquire  into  the  distribution  of  work 
among  the  Departments. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Clitheroe, 
in  a  most  moderate  speech,  had 
brought  under  notice  the  condition 
of  the  cotton  cloth  or  steaming 
factories  and  the  question  of  ventilation. 
He  had  also  received  useful  suggestions 
privately  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  subject  some  time  ago.  An  inquiry 
was  going  on.  and  he  fully  appreciated 
the  points  the  hon.  Member  had  raised. 
The  absence  of  prosecutions  was  no 
indication  of  neglect.  There  were  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  often  which  made 
Success  doubtful,  and  the  Department 
had  preferred  to  rely  on  warnings  rather 
than  on  prosecution,  with  probability  of 
failure  to  obtain  conviction.  The  ques- 
tion of  ventilation  had  careful  attention, 
and  he  ventured  to  think  that  the 
fears  of  the  hon.  Member  with  regard  to 
a  detrimental  lowering  of  the  stan- 
dard were  groundless.  With  regard 
to  the  subjects  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Berwickshire,  they  had  been  proceeding 
to  a  certain  extent  on  the  lines  suggested 
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by  the  Committee  over  which  he  had  pre- 
sided. Therighthon.  Gentlemanthe  Mem- 
ber for  Fife  had  also  pressed  the  matter  on 
his  attention,  and  he  could  assure  him 
that  he  woidd  not  forget  the  sug- 
gestions made.  He  might  say  the  same 
with  regard  to  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland 
division  of  Liverpool.  They  had  not  only 
considered  the  question  of  safety  in  docks 
but  had  prepared  rules  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. Heshould  beglad  of  any  suggestions 
which  the  hon.  Member  might  make  to  him. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  laundries, 
he  had  been  asked  why  they  had  not  pro- 
ceeded with  legislation,  and  whether  he 
was  prepared  with  any  announcement  on 
the  subject  1  He  had  gone  carefully  into 
the  matter  three  or  four  times  with  the 
full  determination  to  deal  with  it.  He 
was  glad  to  think  that  the  voluntary  inspec- 
tion of  many  of  theexemptedlaundrieshad 
lieen  attended  with  considerable  success. 
They  had  found  that  the  public  inspection 
had  not  the  terrors  which  were  anticipated, 
and  this  had  greatly  improved  the  feeling 
on  the  matter.  Although  there  were  still 
many  difBculties^  it  was  a  subject 
which  would  have  really  to  be  taken  up, 
and  he  hoped  that  would  be  soon.  He 
sympathised  to  a  certain  extent  with  one 
point  which  had  been  raised  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bordesley,  but  he 
thought  they  would  be  agreed  that  they 
could  not  allow  even  the  smaller  laundries 
to  remain  without  their  being  put  into  a 
sanitary  condition. 


Mr.  JESSE  COliLINGS:  By  local 
action. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  Well,  the 
local  authorities  could  be  stirred  up. 
Although  he  had  no  desire  that  these 
small  laundries  should  be  cut  out  of  exis- 
tence, he  thought  it  was  not  too  much  to 
demand  that  sanitary  conditions  should  be 
enforced.  The  only  other  question  which 
he  recollected  was  one  raised  by  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth  with  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  peripatetic  inspector  of  fisheries. 
He  had  had  a  correspondence  with  his 
friend  on  this  subject,  and  he  could  only 
repeat  that  he  believed  that  to  have  a 
wandering  inspector  would  greatly  inter- 
fere with  the  inspectory  system  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
raised  the  question  of  underground  bake- 


houses, and  he  had  complained  that  these 
underground  places,  which  had  been  con- 
demn^ as  bakeries,  were  now  used  for 
the  making  of  confectionery  and  as 
kitchens.  This  was  a  matter  which 
rested  with  the  local  authority,  but  the 
instructive  Report  on  the  matter  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  quoted  would  no 
doubt  form  ground  for  enquiry. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLLNGS  asked :  Did  he 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
'  say  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  local 
I  inspection  of  the  small  laundries  as 
:  regarded  sanitary  arrangements,  and  was 
,  he  in  some  way  or  other  going  to  put 
them  under  the  Workshops  Act  1 

'     ♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  No.  What 
he  had  said  was  that  he  agreed  with  his 
i  right  hon.  friend  in  a  desire  to  keep  them 
j  going,  but  that  he  hoped  they  would  be 
Drought  into  a  sanitary  condition.    He 
did     not     know    whether,    after     the 
assurances    he    had    given,    the    hon. 
,  Member    for  Clitheroe  would    deem  it 
1  necessary  to  go   to  a   division.      They 
were  ail  anxious  to  proceed  in  the  direc- 
tion the  hon.  Member  had  indicated,  and 
I  he  assured  him  that  the  matter  would 
be  thoroughly  inquired  into. 

•Mr.  SH  ACKLETON  said  he  did  hesi- 
tate about  pressing  this  matter  to  a  divi- 
sion.    He  thanked  the  right  hon  Gentle 
'  man  for  the  courteous  wayhe  had  received 
him  upon  previous  occasions.    The  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  said  anything 
I  about  the  inspectors,  and  he  would  like  a 
!  few  words  from  him  upon  that  subject. 
Previously  there  were  three  inspectors, 
[  and  a  general  inspector  was  appointed  to 
assist.     These  inspectors,  as  a  rule,  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  work.    The  number 
of  mills  worked  upon  this  system  had 
considerably  increased,  and  it  was  abso- 
j  lutely  necessary  that  more  men,  with  a 
I  practical    knowledge  of  the  work,  who 
understood   how  to   take   samples    and 
check    them,  and  make   returns  upon 
them,  should  be  appointed.     The    right 
hon.  Gentleman's  reply  in  regard  to  the 
failure  to  prosecute  offenders  under  the 
Act  was  not  satisfactory.     He  was  afraid 
that  the  courts  of  justice  in  Lancashire 
were    not    sufficiently    independent    to 
apply  the  Act  in  an  honest  and  fearless 
way. 
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♦Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  that  a 
large  number  of  magistrates  were,  on 
account  of  being  connected  with  particu- 
lar trades,  disqualified  from  acting  in 
thtse  matters. 

♦Mr.  SHACKLETON  said  ho  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  ex- 
planation. It  was  also  said  that  the 
prosecutions  having  failed  in  previous 
cases  they  did  not  desire  to  bring  up 
other  cases  and  fail  again.  He  knew 
that  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  law  admin- 
istered in  the  Courts  in  Lancashire, 
but  that  fact  gave  no  satisfaction  to 
those  who  felt  aggrieved.  No  assurances 
were  given.  The  fact  that  an  in- 
quiry was  going  on  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  present  Act.  An 
inquiry  was  held  some  years  ago  and,  a 
definite  agreement  having  been  come, to, 
the  agreement  was  embodied  in  the  Act 
to  which  he  had  referred. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  directed  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  one 
point  which  had  been  raised  in  the 
debate.  In  regard  to  most  of  the  subjects 
raised  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  assurances  or  pledges,  but  on  the 
question  of  the  inspection  of  laundries 
connected  with  conventual  institutions 
he  had  given  no  promise  at  all.  It  had 
been  suggested  that,  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  there  was  no  possibility 
of  legislation  being  brought  in  this  session 
or  next  session,  and  he  supposed  they 
would  have  to  look  to  another  Govern- 
ment for  it.  In  any  case  the  question 
was  a  burning  one,  not  only  so  far  as  the 
Ulster  representatives  were  concerned, 
but  this  country  also.  The  argument 
advanced  against  the  inspection  of  con- 
ventual institutions  was  that  there  were 
good  and  holy  people  in  them.  All  the 
more  reason  why  they  should  be  in- 
spected— for  if  good  and  holy  people 
were  in  these  places  there  was  nothing 
to  hide.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool  was  that  there  was  at  present 
sufficient  inspection,  and  in  support  of 
that  contention  had  r>^ad  the  report  of 
an  inspector  who  gave  credit  to  the 
authorities  of  the  institutions  visited  for 
having  equipped  them  with  all  the 
necessary  accommodation  and  improve- 
ments.  He  desired  to  point  out  to  the 


House  that  the  report  was  given  by 
the  individua;!  who  had  been  speci- 
ally invited  to  see  the  institution, 
and  the  places  would  consequently  be 
in  the  good  order  of  a  house  when  a 
friend  was  invited  to  tea.  Inspection 
by  invitation  ought  not  to  be  considered 
sufficient  to  justify  exemption  from  the 
ordinary  inspection.  The  feeUng  was 
very  intense  on  this  matter,  inasmuch 
as  within  the  past  twelve  months  great 
scandals  had  taken  place  in  an  institu- 
tion known  as  the  "Good  Shepherd," 
and  in  connection  with  which  an  attempt 
to  get  a  Question  on  the  Paper  of  the 
House  had  been  ruled  out  of  order.  He 
took  that  opportunity  of  entering  his 
protest  against  such  a  proceeding  and  of 
asking  the  Home  Secretary  whether  he 
could  not,  in  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
testant community  of  the  United  King- 
dom, see  his  way  to  put  Catholic 
laundries  on  a  level  with  other  laundries, 
and  have  them  worked  underthc  Factoriea 
and  Workshops  Act.  A  great  Land  Bill 
was  now  before  Parliament.  Suppose 
they  exempted  Roman  Catholics  from 
that  Bill,  what  a  hullaballoo  there  would 
be — and  rightly  so — from  the  Benches 
opposite  !  Why,  if  they  were  putting 
inspectors  into  the  workshops 


Mr.  NANNETTI  ^Dublin,  College 
Green)  asked  whether  the  hon.  Member 
was  in  order  in  dealing  with  a  question 
of  future  legislation. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  was  just  going 
to  interrupt  the  hon.  Member.  I  under- 
stand that  this  is  a  matter  which  can 
only  be  dealt  with  by  fresh  legislation, 
and,  therefore,  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  discuss  it  on  this  Vote. 


Mk.  SLOAN  submitted  to  the  Chair- 
man's ruling,  though  he  quite  felt  that 
when  the  Home  Secretary  referred  to 
the  fact  that  he  could  not  under  the 
present  circumstances  promise  legislation, 
he  might  be  in  order  in  entering  bis 
protest  against  that  decision.  He  would 
not  pursue  the  subject  further  than  to 
say  that,  as  representing  an  Ulster 
constituency,  it  would  not  conduce  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  peoi^e  of  thi> 
country,  nor  to  the  good  feeling  which 
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ought  to  subsist  amongst  all  religious 
denominations,  tbat  one  party  should  be 
exempt  and  another  put  under  the  rule. 
He  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  his  way  to  use  some  means, 
or  enter  into  some  understanding, 
whereby  these  difficulties  might  be  re- 
mored  and  all  institutions  inspected 
under  the  Act. 

Mb.  NANNEmi  said  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to  the  grievance  of  a  class 
of  people  in  Ireland,  who  were  not 
able  to  defend  themselves,  namely,  the 
female  workers.  He  had  on  several  oc- 
casions brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  theinadequacy  of  female  inspectors 
with  regard  to  Ireland.  He  was  told  by  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman's  predecessor  that 
the  complaints  would  be  looked  into,  but 
he  was  sorry  to  say  that  anything  done 
so  far  to  redeem  that  promise  had  not  been 
satisfactory.  In  Ireland,  so  far  as  female 
workers  were  concerned,  the  Factories 
Act  was  a  dead-letter.  He  was  hopeful 
that  the  present  Home  Secretary  would 
look  into  the  matter,  and  that,  if  he 
could  not  appoint  inspectors  exclusively 
for  Ireland,  he  would  at  least  .appoint 
additional  inspectors  in  England,  so  that 
more  assistance  might  be  given  in  Ireland 
by  visiting  inspectors  in  order  that  a  stop 
might  be  put  to  sweating,  overcrowding, 
and  long  hours.  Overtime  was  not  only 
worked  by  adults  but  by  young  girls 
who  were  apprentices  in  several  establish- 
ments throughout  the  country.  He 
claimed  that  Ireland  should  be  treated  in 
a  more  generous  manner  than  at  present 
with  regard  to  female  inspectors.  He 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state 
the  number  of  visits  made  to  Ireland  by 
lemale  inspectors,  and  the  amount  of  time 
they  had  spent  in  the  country.  It  was 
•only  last  week  that  a  meeting  was  held 
iu  a  town  in  Ireland  to  protest  against 
the  present  condition  of  things.  The 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  curate  and  he  was  supported  by 
a  clergyman  of  another  denomination. 
The  reverend  gentleman  who  presided 
stated  the  grievance  felt  by  the  female 
workers  through  the  failure  of  the 
authorities  to  enforce  the  Act.  The 
■outcome  of  the  meeting  was  that  the 
poor  girls  immediately  formed  a  trade 
union  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
themselves.     What  was  going  on  in  that 


town  was  typical  of  what  was  happening 
all  over  Ireland.  He  urged  that  a 
permanent  female  inspector  was  required 
in  Ireland,  and  he  hoped  the  Home  Secre- 
tary would  give  this  matter  more  generous 
consideration  than  hispredecessorhaddone. 
At  their  recent  Conference  in  Derry  the 
Irish  Trades'  Congress  passed  a  special 
resolution  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of 
which  was  sent  to  the  right  hon.  the 
Home  Secretary.  The  same  conditions 
existed  in  the  country  places  as  well  as 
in  large  cities  like  Dublin  and  Belfast. 
He  submitted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  give  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  protection  which  the  law 
pro .  ided  for  them,  and  which  they  did 
not  get,  simply  because  inspectors  were 
not  sent  to  that  country. 

♦Me.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  be  had 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  th?  appoint- 
ment  of  a  female  inspector  in  Ireland. 
He  could  not  give  any  definite  promise 
at  that  moment,  but  he  could  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  would  make 
it  hi.s  business  to  fully  inquire  into  the 
facts,  and  to  give  the  most  careful 
attention  to  the  matter. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  agreed 
with  all  that  his  bon.  friend  had  said  in 
regard  to  the  necessity  of  inspection  in 
Ireland.  He  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn* 

Original  Question  again  proposed* 

Me.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck)  said  it  was  rather  incon- 
venient for  hon.  Members  to  discuss  the 
Mines  Report  unless  they  had  it  in  their 
hands  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 
The  right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary 
would  remember  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Durham  and  himself  had  the 
honour  of  introducing  to  him  a  deputa- 
tion of  colliery  winding  enginemen,  who 
put  before  him  two  resolutions.  The 
first  referred  to  sanitation.  There  were 
some  colliery  engine-houses  where  there 
was  absolutely  no  sanitary  convenience 
about  the  place.  The  other  point  to 
which     the    right    hon.     Gentleman's 
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attention  had  been  directed  was  the 
necessity  of  two  men  being  in  an  engine- 
house  when  men  were  ascending 
or  descending  the  shaft.  That  was 
a  very  important  question,  because  an 
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Report  of  the  men  of  great  eminence 
who  sat  on  that  Commission  was  very 
far-reaching,  and  Lord  Cross,  then  Mr. 
Cross,  Home  Secretary  in  the  Crovern- 
ment  of  that  day,  than  whom  no  man 


engineman    might  be   overcome    when  I  had  ever    filled    that    position   better, 
alone,  and  a  fearful  accident  take  place.    '        '^      ''  ""  "        '  ^ 

He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  had,  as  he  promised  the 
deputation,  consulted  the  inspectors  on 
these  matters,  and  whether  any  pro- 
jjress  had  been  made  in  drafting  regu- 
lations in  regard  to  them. 


*Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  said  he 
agreed  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
some  reason  for  saying  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  the  reports  of  the  in- 1 
spectors  of  mines  should  be  in  the  hands 
ot    Members   before  the   Home    Office 


founded  on  that  Report  a  very  good  Bill, 
which  went  through  the  House  of 
Commons.  But  when  the  Bill  reached 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  scientific 
'  interest"  raised  such  an  opposition 
to  Jt,  that  Mr.  "Cross,  very  much 
against  his  own  judgment,  consented 
to  a  considerable  mutilation  on  Clause  3 
in  order  to  get  the  Bill  through  at  the 
end  of  the  Session  in  1876.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Peckham  some  time  ago 
introduced  a  Bill  which  would  restore 
the  Act  of  1876  very  much  into  the 
condition  in  which  the  Bill  left  the  House 
of  Commons,  and,  speaking  broadly  and 


Vote  was  discussed.  He  would  make  ■  generally,  he  would  support  that  Bill, 
inquiries,  and,  if  it  could  be  done,  it  I  Section  3  of  the  Act  placed  the  whole 
should  be  done  in  the  future.  As  to  j  control  of  vivisection  in  the  Home 
the  other  points  raised  by  the  hon.  !  Office.  There  were  some  people  who 
Member  for  Wansbeck,  he  had  not  before  j  said  that  no  painful  experiment  on  s 
him  the  final  reports  from  the  inspectors  j  living  animal  should  be  made  under  any 
whom  he  had  asked  to  inquire  into  the  '    '         '    '  '"'    ' 


grievances.  When  he  had  come  to  a 
conclusion  in  the  matter  he  would  com- 
municate with  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe)  said  that  while  acknowledging 
the  courteous  reply  of  the  Home  Secre 


condition  whatever.  That  was  not  his 
view.  It  was  established  before  the 
Royal  Commission  of  1876  that  it  might 
be  expedient  to  treat  a  Uving  animal 
with  a  certain  amount  of  pam  under 
certain  conditions  for  scientific  investiga- 
tion, but  that  the  operation  should  oe 
strictly  guarded.  There  was  always  an 
inclination  on  the  part  of  scientists  to  try 


tary  in  regard  to  the  earlier  presentation  ;  and  make  out  that  they  were  alone  the 
of  Reports,  he  wished  to  strongly  endorse  I  judges  in  this  matter ;  that  the  scientific 
a  I  that  had  been  said  by  his  hon.  friend.  \  mind  should  be  supreme ;  that  pain  on 


There  was  no  reason  whatever  why 
not  only  the  Home  Office  Reports  but 
those  of  all  other  Departments  should 
not  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  before 
the  last  day  of  April.  The  Committee 
could  not  discuss  the  administration  of 
the  Reports  without  having  these  Reports 
in  their  hands.  He  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  quite  another  matter — viz., 
the  administration  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act  of  1876. 
A  great  agitation  took  place  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  public  opinion  was  very 
much  excited  by  disclosures  as  to  the 
terrible  pain  and  suffering  inflicted  on 
many  animals  for  the  purpose  of 
sdentific  investigation.  A  Royal  Com- 
mission was  appointed,  which  obtained 
useful  information  on  the  subject.  The 
Mr.  Fenteick. 


the  part  of  animals  should  not  be  re- 
garded in  comparison  with  the  piusuit 
of  knowledge ;  and  that,  therefore,  they 
should  be  free  from  all  restrictions. 
They  resented  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  he  did  not  say  they  tried  to  elude 
them,  but  they  were  in  a  constant  state 
of  dissatisfaction  with  them.  He  re- 
membered that  when  the  Act  was  being 
discussed  in  1876,  Mr.  Robert  Lowe, 
afterwards  Lord  Lowe,  moved  an  Amend- 
ment that  any  graduate  of  a  university 
should  be  permitted  to  obtain  a  licence 
for  making  experiments  on  living  animals 
whensoever  he  desired.  But  that  Amend- 
ment was  lost  by  a  vast  majority,  and 
the  House  decided  that  the  lay  mind 
should  be  predominant.     The  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  was  a 
layman  and  single-minded,  whereas  most 
of  his  predecessors  in  office  had  been 
professional  men. 

And,  it  being  half-past  seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

SUPPLY  [14TH  ALLOTTED  DAV]. 

Considered  in  Oommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Ch<dr.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  H. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  j 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £96,499, ! 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l6t  day 
of  March  1904,  for  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  and  Subordinate  Offices." 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  said  he  believed 
tliat  the  right  to  inflict  pain  by  way  of 
experiment  upon  living  animals  ought  to 
be  very  carefully  restricted  and  guarded. 
Hegulations  should  be  imposed  by  the 
State.  The  Act  of  1876  laid  down  that 
a  person  should  not  perform  on  living 
animals  any  experiment  calculated  to 
give  pain,  except  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions of  that  Act.  The  State 
therefore  recognised  that  experiments 
on  living  animals  were  illegal  and 
must  be  stopped  except  when  performed 
under  certain  regulations.  The  Act 
of  1876  was  satisfactory  in  his  opinion' 
The  conditions  and  principles  which 
underlaid  the  matter  of  painful  ex- 
periments on  living  animals  might  be 
taken  to  be  three  in  number.     In  the 


first  place,  the  experiment  must  not 
be  made  except  for  a  definite  object  or 
purpose.  That  was  perfectly  clear  oa 
the  terms  of  the  Act  itself.  Sub- 
section 4  of  Section  3  showed  that  the 
experiment  must  be  performed  with  a 
view  to  the  advancement  or  new 
discovery  of  physiological  knowledge, 
or  that  it  was  useful  for  prolonging 
life,  or  for  alleviating  suflFering. 
Those  words  governed  the  whole  thin<:;. 
Anything  outside  the  clause  was  ip<o 
faeio  illegal. 

Then,    in   the   next  place,    it    must 
be    done     by    a    duly    certified     and  , 
qualified    person.      No    one    at    large 
could   perform   these  experiments.     In 
the  third   place,  it   must   be   done  on 
licensed    premises.       It    could    not    be 
carried  on  anywhere  and   everywhere. 
The    whole     thing    was    governed   by 
inspection,  and  it  was  rather  as  regarded 
inspection  that   he   wanted  to   address 
himself  more  specifically  to   the   Home 
Secretary.    That  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  the    head  of  a  great  Department 
and  had    under   him   two  inspectors — 
one  for  England,  and  one  for  Scotland, 
each  of  whom  had  certain  geographical 
functions.      But    the    most    important 
thing  to  be  considered  was  the  character 
of  the  men,  and   some   years  ago  that 
was    not  a     very    satisfactory    matter. 
It  was  the  duty  of  Some  hon.  Members 
at   that   time   to   point   out    that    the 
inspector    then  employed   had    been    a 
declared  admirer  of  the  system  of  vivi- 
section, and  might  even   be  ranked  as 
an   adherent  to    the    system.     He  did 
not  think  a  man   could   properly  fulfil 
the     functions     of     an     inspector — he 
would   not  go    so  far  as   to   say  that 
the    inspector    should    be    a    declared 
anti-vivisectionist — but    he    could -not 
do  justice  to   his   post   unless  he  were 
a  reasonable  man  with  a  fairly  balanced 
mind,    and    did    not    enter    upon    his 
duties  with  any  very  strong  or  conceived 
opinions    either    for    or    against     vivi- 
section.  He  should  be  able  to  investigate 
matters  with  a   calm    and    even   judg- 
ment.    That   was   all  he  asked,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Qentieman  could  assure 
the  Committee  on  that  point  he  would 
be   perfectly   satisfied     In   years   gone 
by  the  position  was  very  diflFerent,  but 
time  must  have  dispossessed  the  person 
who  was  then  holding  office.     He  had 
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no  personal  knowledge  of  the  present 
inspectors,  and  he  made  no  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  method  of  inspection. 
The  Home  Secretary  had  a  perfect 
army  of  inspectors  for  mines  and 
factories,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  with 
regard  to  this  matter  of  painful  experi- 
ments on  living  animals  the  right  hon. 
<3entleman  would  seethat  justice  was  done. 
His  inspectors  should  investigate  the 
matters  under  their  jurisdiction  with 
judicial  calm,  and  report  upon  them  in  the 
same  spirit.  That  was  the  attitude  which 
he  ventured  to  think  the  inspectors 
Tinder  this  Act  should  adopt.  He  would 
-further  suggest,  without  desiring  to 
cast  any  reflections  upon  anyone,  that 
surprise  visits  should  be  adopted.  That 
could  be  done  without  throwing  any  slur 
on  the  character  of  anyone,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  gentleman  who  had  to  deal 
with  painful  experiments  on  living 
animals  would  be  thin-skinned. 

His  last  point  was  as  to  the  personal 
attitude  of  the  Home  Secretary.  He  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
alack  or  indifferent  in  this  matter,  but  he 
hoped  that  he  wouldgive  dueregard  to  the 
character  of  his  inspectors,  and  to  the  way 
in  which  they  performed  their  functions, 
and  that  he  would  see  that  the  Act  was 
carried  out  thoroughly  and  well.  It  was 
;absolutely  necessary  that  the  Act  passed 
in  1876  should  be  thoroughly  carried 
out.  He  hoped  that  the  Home  Secretary 
would  assure  the  Committee  that  he 
agreed  with  the  three  cardinal  principles 
he  had  laid  down,  and  that  they  would 
be  able  to  close  this  discussion  with  the 
feeling  that  they  had  the  right  hon. 
<5entleman's  sympathy  with  them,  and 
that  he  would  see  that  the  Act  was  not 
a  dead  letter. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  said  he  had  listened 
with  satisfaction  to  the  extremely  moder- 
ate speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Rushcliffe  Division.  They  might  be 
sure  that  the  Home  Secretary  did 
not  regard  this  question  in  any  way 
from  a  prejudiced  point  of  view,  but 
rather  from  a  layman's  point  of 
view.  What  was  the  question  they 
were  putting  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man 1  At  present  there  was  a  certain 
Act  of  Parliament  wliich  was  passed  in 

Mr.  John  Ellis, 


the  year  1876.  That  Act  had  been 
modified,  as  some  of  them  thought,  in  the 
wrong  direction.  He  believed  there  was 
a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  country 
among  moderate  people  that  the  altera- 
tion made  in  the  Act  was  a  wrong 
alteration,  and  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  to  restore  the  Act  to  the  position 
in  which  it  formerly  stood.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  any  Member  of  that  House 
— and  certainly  no  Member  on  the 
opposite  side — woukl  regard  him  in  any 
kind  of  way  as  a  sentimental  per- 
son, or  as  one  likely  to  be  actuated 
by  sentimental  motives.  How  was 
the  Act,  as  it  stood  now,  administered  t 
His  hon.  friend  had  stated  that  in  coal 
I  mines  and  other  industries  the  word  of 
I  the  mine-owner,  however  respectable  he 
I  might  be,  was  not  taken  conclusively  as 
;  law,  but  steps  were  taken  by  independent 
i  people  to  see  that  the  Act  was  obeyed. 
j  Licences  were  granted  to  certain  people 
j  to  make  certain  experiments,  and  there 
I  was  very  little,  if  any,  provision  made  to 
see  that  these  experiments  were  carried 
out  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  was  sure 
the  Home  Secretary  granted  the  licences. 
The  Reports  made  on  those  experiments 
were  to  a  great  extent  prepared  by  the 
gentlemen  who  were  licensed  to  carrj' 
them  out.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
thought  that  under  no  circumstances 
should  vivisection  be  practised,  but  he 
did  desire  to  see  safeguards  put  on  the 
practice,  and  that  the  experiments  should 
only  be  carried  on  with  a  certain  object 
in  view — i.e.,  with  a  desire  to  achieve 
something  which  would  throw  light  on 
certain  unknown  subjects  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind,  and  not  merely  to  show  us 
what  was  already  well-known,  or  merely 
to  illustrate  lectures  in  order  to  give  stu- 
dents an  opportunity  of  succeeding 
in  their  studies.  He  did  not  want  to 
cast  blame  on  any  person  who  was 
desirous  of  advancing  science,  but  they 
all  knew  that  people  were  hkely  to  be 
carried  away  from  their  better  feelings 
when  pursuing  an  interesting  subject,  and 
they  must  not  pay  too  much  attention  to 
statements  made  by  people  who  were 
personally  interested.  He  believed  he 
was  right  in  thinking  that  the  Home 
Secretary  would  approach  this  subject 
with  a  certain  amount  of  consideration, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
prepared  to  take  steps  to  more  efficiently 
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safeguard  the  law  as  it  at  present  existed. 
He  hoped  further  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  with  what  favour 
he  regarded  legislation  which  had  for 
its  object  an  improvement  of  the  existing 
law.  The  hon.  Grentleman  opposite  had 
alluded  to  a  Bill  that  he  (Sir  F.  Banbury) 
hoped  to  soon  introduce  to  the  House, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  approve  that  Bill. 

*The  deputy  chairman  :  Order, 
order!  The  hon.  Member  is  out  of  order 
in  discussing  proposed  legislation  on  this 
subject. 

Sir  FREDERICKBANBURYaccepted 
the  Chairman's  ruling.  He  only  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  had  alluded  to  a  Bill  standing 
in  his  name,  and  he  thought  it  might  be 
in  order  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary  what 
steps  he  proposed  to  take  to  stop  what 
was  recognised  by  a  great  number  of 
people  in  this  country  to  be  a  growing 
evil.  Was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
prepared  to  take  steps  to  see  that  for  the 
future  no  licences  would  be  given  unless 
proper  safeguards  were  observed,  and  to 
ensure  that  when  a  licence  was  given  it  was 
carried  out  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  intended  to  be  carried  out  when 
given  1 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.)  was  sure  that  no  one  would  be  more 
anxious  to  protect  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  animals  than  the  Home  Secretary. 
It  had  been  his  fortune,  or  misfortune,  to 
have  known  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  thirty  years.  His  earliest  recollection 
of  him  was  that  he  was  always  accom- 
panied by  a  dog,  and  that  he  was  always 
a  good  master  of  dogs  and  cats.  First  of 
all  they  had  to  elicit  the  sympathies  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  side  of 
preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  cruelties 
being  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  scientific 
research  upon  those  humble  sentient 
creatures  who  were  more  or  less  placed 
in  our  care  and  under  our  charge.  It 
reflected  well  on  the  House  of  Commons 
that  it  could*  give  a  few  minutes  to  the 
consideration  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  creatures  that  had  no  voices  to  be 
heard  on  the  subject  of  preferential 
tariffs,  and  did  not  even  understand  the 
difference  between  Chamberlainism  and 
Kitchieism.    The  Committee  were  very 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


fortunate  in  having  this  discussion  at  the 
present  time  of  the  year.  The  Report 
was  very  interesting  reading.  He  wished 
with  all  earnestness  that  the  English 
public  could  realise  the  Act  of  1876 — ^a 
Vivisection  Act  which  was  supposed  to 

Erotect  the  rights  of  animals,  ^ut  which 
ad  done  exactly  the  reverse.  It  had 
safeguarded  excessive  vivisection ;  it  had 
protected  on  paper  cruelty,  and  it  had  " 
protected  on  paper  scientific  research, 
which  was  not  scientific  research  but 
cruelty.  The  Report  was  not  a  judicial 
document,  but  an  apologia  for  increased 
protection  of  vivisection.  They  could 
not  dissociate  themselves  from  the  idea 
that  these  men,  holding  licences  for 
experimenting  upon  living  animals, 
were  members,  and  honoured  members, 
of  the  surgical  profession ;  that  they  were 
bound  by  professional  feeling  not  to  go 
against  their  own  class ;  and  that  that  tone, 
feeling,  idea,  and  aspect  had  been  en- 
gendered for  years  and  years  in  their 
minds.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  but 
that  the  sight  of  suffering,  which  at  first 
moved  one  so  strongly,  should  afterwards 
become  less  keen  as  one  became  more 
hardened.  When  it  was  contended  that 
vivisection  was  useful  and  nece(>sary,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  those  gentle- 
men to  approacn  it  in  a  spirit  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  cruel  or  not.  With  that 
environment  of  mind  those  gentlemen 
were  not  competent  to  deal  with  the 
question.  The  names  of  the  institutions 
which  were  licensed  for  vivisection 
occupied  forty-three  pages  ■  of  the  Re- 
port ;  but  there  was  only  one  inspector  and 
an  assistant-inspector  to  inspect  them  all. 
The  institutions  were  scattered  all  over 
the  country ;  but  the  travelling  expenses 
of  the  two  inspectors  were  limited  to  £100 
a  year.  If  they  visited  all  the  institu- 
tions, and  if  they  made  surprise  visits, 
clearly  their  travelling  expenses  would  be 
far  more.  The  Chief  Inspector  received 
£315  a  year,  and  his  assistant  £210. 
Those  salaries  were  «paid,  not  for  the 
inspection  of  the  institutions  licensed  for 
vivisection,  but  in  order  to  lull  the  public 
conscience  as  to  what  went  on.  The 
£525  which  was  paid  for  inspection  wiis 
so  much  moral  morphia  to  deaden  the 
public  conscience.  He  would  recommend 
his  right  hon.  friend  not  to  attend  a 
vivisection  operation  with  a  revolver  in 
his  hand;  he  himself  would  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  consequences. 
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The  E«port  stated  that  during  the  year   They  even  seemed  to  think  that  it  did 


the  usual  inspections  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  animals  were  found  every- 
where to  be  suitably  lodged  and 
well-cared  for.  An  earlier  Beport 
stated,  however,  that  the  best  experi- 
ments ha4  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  food,  which  of  course  meant  that 
the  animals  were  being  starved.  Then, 
as  if  to  save  their  faces,  the  inspectors 
mentioned  a  case  in  which  a  man  who 
had  been  licensed  to  vivisect  dogs  and 
cats,  extended  his  prerogative  to  guinea- 
pigs.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  ask  his  mentors  at  the  Home 
Office  for  information  he  would  find 
that  since  the  Act  of  1876  was  passed 
not  one  vivisector  had  ever  been  fined  a 
penny  or  imprisoned  for  an  hour,  or 
deprived  of  his  certificate,  though  some- 
times the  certificate  was  suspended.  He 
was,  therefore,  right  in  stating  that  all 
this  was  a  mere  matter  of  administration, 
and  that  the  animals  were  worse  off 
after  the  Act  of  1876  than  they  were 
before.  The  Act  had  operated  as  an 
anodyne  to  the  public  mind.  Persons 
who  objected  to  vivisection  were  called 
faddists ;  and  he  himself  was  very  proud 
that  he  was  a  faddist  in  that  connection. 
He  found  that  during  the  last  year  there 
had  been  sixty-two  aspirants  to  diplomas 
as  vivisectionists ;  and  there  were  no 
fewer  than  3,261  more  experiments  in 
1902  than  in  1901.  He  would  ask  hon. 
Members  who  would  not  see  a  dog  or  a 
cat,  or  the  humblest  sentient  being, 
injured   to   consider  that. 

Further,  it  should  not  be  imagined  that 
each  experiment  only  meant  one  operation 
on  one  animal.  An  operation  was  a 
series  of  scientific  researches  on  various 
animals,  and  was  oftentimes  conducted 
by  very  unskilful  hands,  and  by  men 
who  knew  no  more  about  the  physiology 
of  a  sentient  being  than  a  child  who 
broke  up  a  watch  did  of  its  mechanism. 
It  would  have  been  thought,  from 
the  Report,  that  the  animals  were  rather 
the  better  for  the  operations  performed 
on  them.  He  wondered  how  the  gentle- 
man who  wrote  that  Report  would  feel 
if  he  burnt  his  finger  with  a  cigar. 
The  experiments  involved  the  removal 
of  important  organs,  and  even  parts  of 
the  brain.  The  vivisectionists  watched 
the  various  results  just  as  persons  look 
at  the  retort  in  a  chemical  experiment. 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill. 


more  good'  than  harm  to  have  part  of 
an  animal's  brain  removed;  and  they 
were    the    gentlemen    who    were    the 
protectors  of  animals,  and  who   would 
not   allow  them  to   be  cruelly  treated. 
His  hon.  friend  had  spoken  hotly  of  tho 
mutilation  of  animals  for  the  fdeasure 
of  medical  students;  and  another  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  he  did  not  think 
animals   were  vivisected  in  the   lectur» 
room.    But  in  the  Report  it  was  stated 
that  no  less  than  1*71  experiments  had 
been  conducted  in  lecture  rooms.    Was 
that  right  or  proper  1    Dr.  Houghton, 
who  was  one  of  the  Senior  Fellows  of 
Trinity  C!oIlege  and   a  great  scientific 
and  medical  man,  opposed  the  practice 
of  vivisection  altogether,  because  he  did 
not  wish,  as  he  said,  to  make  the  medical 
students  under  his  care  young  devils- 
The  171  experiments  did  not  mean  only 
171  animals;  it  meant  a  whole  series  of 
scientific  research ;  and  the  statement  in 
the  Report  was  part  of  the  deception,  no 
doubt  unconscious,  which  it  presented. 
Was     there     ever     a     more    amusing 
claim  for  humanity  made,  except  perhaps 
the  claim  of  the  old   woman  who,  when 
remonstrated  with  for  skinning  live  eels, 
said :  "  Oh,  Sir,  they  are  accustomed  to  it, 
and    don't  mind  it   at  all."    He  would 
like   to  send  the  Report  to  Mr.  W.   S. 
Gilbert  for  his  next  comic  opera.    The 
experiments  which  were  performed  with 
an  anaesthetic  nuinbered  nearly  12,000, 
and  were  mainly  innoculations  ;  and  they 
were  defending  it  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  not  painful.     But  the  innocu- 
lations were  conducted  to  convey  fever, 
diphtheria,  and  every  other  disease  that 
human  flesh  was  heir  ta    According  to 
the   Report  those    experiments    lasted 
during  the  whole   period  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  drug,  or  the  injection, 
until  the    animal  recovered    from    its 
effect,  which  possibly  meant  a  period  of 
several     days.     The    animal    was,    he 
believed    under  an  anaesthetic  for  the 
most  serious  innoculations;  and  it  was 
admitted  in  the  Report  that  the  passing 
of  a   particular  disease    might  lead  to  a 
fatal  termination.    In  the  event  of  pain 
as  a  result  of  innoculation,  and  in  no- 
case  in  which  an  innoculation  was  effec- 
tual did    pain   not  ensue,  a  condition 
attached  to  the  licence  required  that  the 
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animal  should  be  placed  under  an  an»s- 
thetic  until  the  main  result  of  the  ex- 
periment was  attained.  Who  was  to  be 
the  judge  of  the  maintenance  of  the  ex- 
periment 7  Was  it  the  man  who 
performed  it  1  Such  a  system  was 
simply  intolerable.  One  effect  of  the 
system  of  vivisection  was  a  tendency 
to  transfer  itself  to  the  human  frame ; 
and  that  was  why  the  poor  had  such  a 
terror  of  going  into  hospitals  and  submit- 
ting themselves  to  the  unsympathetic  and 
cruel  hands  of  the  experimentalists. 

There  was  no  remedy  for  the  disease  of 
cancer  ;  yet  what  could  be  thought  of  a 
man  who,  merely  as  an  experiment,  trans- 
ferred that  disease  to  a  sentient  b^ing  1 
What  had  the  Home  Secretary,  as  a 
feeling  man,  to  say  to  that ;  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  would  give  his 
life  ten  times  over  to  prevent  others 
suffering.  Was  he  not  bound  to  pay 
att«ntion  to  such  a  matter  as  that  1  If 
he  would  presume  to  put  himself  in  the 
position  of  such  an  exalted  man  as  the 
Home  Secretary,  he  would  cross-examine 
the  inspectors  with  as  little  sympathy  as 
an  Irish  Member  cross-examined  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  would 
ask  the  inspectors  if  they  visited  vivisec 
tion  dens  when  everything  was  swept 
and  garnished ;  and  if  they  told  the 
doctors  that  it  was  merely  a  formal  visit ; 
and  that  a  proper  certificate  would  be 
given.  What  he  wished  to  impress 
upon  the  British  public  was,  diat 
the  Act  of  1876  was  a  sham 
and  was  not  properly  administered. 
There  were  two  papers  in  London  which 
did  not  reflect  his  views  completely,  but 
they  had  rendered  enormous  service  in 
this  matter;  one  was  the  Daily  News 
and  the  other  the  Morning  Leader. 
It  was  obvious  that  the  two  inspectors 
did  not  discharge  the  duties  they  were 
expected  to  discharge.  He  would  like  to 
know  why  there  had  been  no  en- 
largement of  the  staff  of  inspec- 
tors; why  the  number  of  viviasction 
licences  and  vivisection  dens  and 
operations  had  increased.  He  should 
also  like  to  know  what  care  had  been 
taken  to  put  animals  which  had  been 
operated  on  out  of  pain.  One  of  the  im- 
postures in  the  Keport  was  that  it  was 
stated  year  after  year  that  the  experi- 
ments were  painless.     He  admitted  that 


the  operations  themselves  were  painless, 
but  the  after  results  were  not.  The 
waking-up  after  an  anaesthetic  was  any- 
thing hut  painless.  They  ought  not  to 
do  to  poor  dumb  creatures  what  they 
would  not  do  to  themselves ;  and,  as  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  never  lose 
an  opportunity  of  protesting  against  the 
present  system.  He  admitted  he  had 
no  power ;  but  if  he  had  he  would  abolish 
vivisection  altogether  in  every  shape  and 
form.  He  did  not  believe  it  was  useful 
for  scientific  research,  or  for  any  other 
reason.  He  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  matter;  and  he  was 
sure  he  would  get  a  sympathetic  answer. 
Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  the 
matter  into  his  own  hands ;  and  let  him 
recollect  the  dog  which  he  owned,  and 
which  he  himself  was  acquainted  with  at 
Oxford,  and  remember  what  efforts  he 
would  make  to  prevent  that  dog  being 
ill-treated. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said  he  had  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  with  great  interest, 
and  as  far  as  he  could  make  out  its  main 
point  was  the  necessity  for  proper  in- 
spection. He,  therefore,  hoped  to  have 
the  support  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  referred  to  the  question  of  laundries. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  would 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
might  be  more  convenient  for  the  proper 
order  of  debate  that  the  matter  to  which 
he  referred  should  be  first  disposed  of. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said 
that  was  not  a  point  of  order,  but  merely 
a  matter  of  the  convenience  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  he 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  a  Report 
which  dealt  with  allegations  in  connection 
with  charitable  laundries.  In  Ireland 
there  were  three  Protestant  Institutions 
and  twenty-two  Roman  Catholic  Institu- 
tions. He  did  not  make  any  accusation 
whatever  against  them ;  he  believed  the 
motives  for  which  they  were  established 
were  excellent ;  and  as  a  rule  they  dealt 
with  an  unfortunate  class  of  society  which 
deserved  all  their  sympathy.  But  they 
were  also  great  tradmg  concerns;  as 
his  hon.  friend  said,  they  were  at  the 
present  moment  making  many  thousands 
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laundries,  and  quite  apart  from  any 
religious  di£Sculty  they  certainly  should 
he  subjected  to  inspection,  if  only  as  a 
matter  of  fair-play.  Two  years  ago  he 
brought  that  matter  forward,  and  was 
defeated,  but  he  was  sure  that  when  the 
Home  Secretary  looked  at  the  Report  he 
would  realise  the  gravity  of  the  difficulty. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that  these 
institutions  were  properly  conducted. 
Personally  he  knew  nothing  against 
them,  but  still  it  was  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  people  employed  in  them 
could  not  effectually  complain  of  their 
treatment.  Parliament  ought  therefore 
to  step  in  and  see  that  the  trade  was 
carried  on  under  proper  inspection. 

♦The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:  Order, 
order!  I  must  remind  the  right  hon. 
Member  that  it  is  impossible  to  provide 
for  the  inspection  of  Convent  laundries 
Avithout  fresh  legislation. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  hoped  he 
was  in  order  in  pointing  out  the  necessity 
for  inspection. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  We 
are  discussing  the  administration  of  the 
Home  Office,  which  has  no  power  at 
present  to  inspect  these  laundries. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  would  sub- 
mit that  it  was  undesirable  that  any 
trade  should  be  carried  on  unless  outside 
inspection  waa  possible. 

♦Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University)  said  he  sympathised  with 
the  impulses  of  those  who  opposed  vivi- 
section, because  he  recognised  in  them 
the  conviction  that  real  humanity  was 
not  humanity  to  man  only,  but  to  all 
the  things  around  us.  For  that  very 
reason  he  resented,  he  thought  he  might 
«ay  justly,  the  terms  which  were  applied 
to  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged, 
such  as  "devUish,"  "hellish,"  "fiendish," 
■"torture  den," and  "viyisection  den." 
Did  the  Committee  for  a  moment  think 
the  medical  profession  consisted  of 
devils  %  If  they  did,  let  them  follow  the 
advice  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal 
and  abolish  vivisection  altogether.  What 
would  they  do  if  they  abolished  vivi- 
section altogether  1    Vivisection   ezperi- 

Cdoml  Savmderson.^ 


clear  certainty  that  the  result  obtained 
would  immediately  suggest  a  cure  for 
any  particular  evil  belonging  to  man- 
kind. The  result  was  a  contribution  to 
the  general  knowledge  of  mankind,  and 
an  enlargement  of  the  power  <A  ms^n- 
kind.  The  increase  of  medical  power 
that  occurred  year  by  year  was  due  to 
the  increase  of  medical  science.  Medical 
science  from  the  time  of  Galen  to  the 
present  time  had  been  based  in  part  on 
vivisection.  It  was  based  on  many 
things — on  observations  on  men,  on 
observations  on  dead  things,  on  observa- 
tions on  dead  animals,  and  on  experi- 
ments on  living  animals.  Those  elements 
were  all  interwoven,  so  that  we  conU 
not  pick  out  any  part  of  the  advance  of 
knowledge  as  belonging  to  this  head  or 
that;  and  if  we  withdrew  experiments 
on  living  matter  the  whole  would  fall 
together  as  a  confused  heap.  The  results 
wfich  had  been  obtained  in  regard  to 
malaria,  as  a  consequence  of  which 
West  Africa  had  become  an  entirely 
different  place  from  what  it  used  to  be 
for  the  white  man  to  live  in,  were  not 
due  to  seeking  a  particular  cure,  but  to 
the  advance  of  general  science.  So  it 
was  with  cancer.  If  the  efforts  of 
scientific  men  were  not  trammelled  by 
unnecessary  restrictions  they  would  in 
time  be  able  to  make  out  the  natural 
history  of  the  nature  of  cancer,  and 
I  when  they  had  done  that,  the  cure 
would  come  at  once.  For  the  general 
advance  of  medical  science  they  demanded 
that  experiments  on  living  animals  should 
be  continued.  Physiologists  had  accepted 
the  Act,  and  had  loyally  observed  it, 
and  he  appealed  to  successive  Home 
Secretaries  to  say  if  they  had  not  done 
so.  The  persons  who  were  lioenrod  to 
carry  out  theexperimentscould  be  trusted ; 
there  was  the  further  safeguard  of 
inspection  by  inspectors,  who  loyally 
did  their  duty,  who  made  suiTHise 
visits,  and  who  at  once  reported  any 
abuse  of  the  Vivisection  Act.  Could 
not  the  licensed  persons  be  trusted  in 
their  efforts  to  arrive  at  the  truth, 
which  they  desired  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind  1  Could  they  not  be  trusted 
with  such  safeguards  1  If  they  could 
not  be  trusted,  then  let  that  be  said 
and  vivisection  be  discontinued.  The 
descriptions  heard  of  experiments  were 
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njt  true  descriptions.  One  great  object 
ot  the  physiologist  was  that  for  the  sake 
of  the  results  pain  should  be  abolished 
altogether,  and  a  very  large  amount  of 
the  progress  in  recent  years  wag  due  to 
tlie  fact  that  the  operations  could  be 
carried  on  without  pain.  It  was  only 
when  in  a  few  rare  cases  pain  was  pait 
of  the  study  that  anesthetics  were  not 
used,  and  when  pain  or  sensations 
was  the  subject  of  inquiry,  physio- 
logists had  not  shrunk  from  experi- 
menting on  themselves.  When  a 
nerve  was  divided  there  was  loss 
of  movement  and  loss  of  sensation ; 
after  a  while  the  nerve  united,  and 
there  was  return  of  movement  and 
sensation.  In  experiments  on  animals 
they  could  judge  of  the  return  of  move- 
ment, but  it  was  difficult  to  judge  of 
the  return  of  sensation.  A  friend  of 
his  had  a  nerve  in  his  arm  divided  in 
order  that  he  might  study  the  return  of 
sensation.  He  found  it  caused  him 
little  pain,  and  only  inconvenience  for  a 
short  time;  the  loss  of  movement 
was  brief.  That  was  an  ordinary 
experiment  such  as  was  carried  on 
in  laboratories,  and  gave  valuable 
results.  The  Home  Secretary,  through 
his  inspectors,  who,  though  they 
belonged  to  the  medical  profession, 
were  able  to  thoroughly  carry  out  their 
duties,  had  adequate  means  of  prevent- 
ing any  abuse  of  the  Act ;  and  an  even 
surer  safeguard  was  in  the  fact  that 
physiologists  had  no  desire  to  abuse  the 
Act,  and  simply  wished  to  carry  on 
their  researches  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind. 


•Dk.  HUTCHINSON  (Sussex,  Rye) 
said  the  Committee  might  contrast  the 
tone  of  the  brutal  vivisector  with  that 
of  the  soft-hearted  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  subject.  In  the  strongest 
manner  he  wished  to  repudiate  the 
eiHthets  that  had  been  used  towards  his 
profession. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  said  hesimply 
repeated  the  statement  of  a  well-known 
man  that  he  would  not  allow  vivisection 
in  the  University  of  Dublin  because  it 
might  tend  to  make  the  medical 
students  young  devils. 


*SiB  MICHAEL  FOSTER:  The  hon. 
Member  certainly  used  the  phrase 
"  vivisection  dens  " ;  I  resent  that.  He 
also  spoke  of  the  tortures  there  inflicted  ; 
I  emphatically  resent  that.  And  he 
spoke  of  medcal  students  at  "young 
devils  "  ;  I  object  to  that. 

Me-  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  cannot 
allow  my  character  to  be  assailed.  What 
I  said  was  that  the  doctor  to  whom  I 
referred  stated  he  would  not  allow  vivi- 
section in  the  University  of  Dublin 
because  it  had  a  tendency  to  make 
medical  students  young  devils. 

*Db.  HUTCHINSON  said  that  as  his 
observations  had  drawn  a  recantation 
from  the  hon.  Member  he  had  not 
wasted  the  time  of  the  Committee. 
Apparently,  the  man  who  received  the 
greatest  honour  in  the  House  was  the 
man  who  took  most  lives,  such  as  the 
soldier  who  killed  a  large  number  of 
men.  But  the  object  and  sphere  of  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  was 
to  save  life  and  prevent  suffering.  If 
a  Member  of  the  House  was  ill,  or  had 
sufTering  in  his  family,  who  was  the 
person  called  in  ?  It  was  one  of  the 
men  who  had  obtained  his  skill  and 
knowledge  from  this  "  horrible "  vivi- 
section. A  laboratory  ought  not  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  butcher's  shop ; 
it  was  nothing  of  the  sort.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  continue  to  keep  a 
soft  corner  in  its  heart  for  the  noble 
profession  to  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  belong. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  heoould 
not  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
subject  had  been  brought  forward,  but 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  if  everybody 
who  approached  this  rather  painful 
subject  would  study  the  extreme 
moderation  of  the  clear  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  London  University 
they  would  be  much  more  readily  and 
cheerfully  listened  to.  The  hon.  Meml-er 
for  the  Rushcliffe  Division  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Peckham  had  assured  the 
Committee  that  they  were  not  to  be 
included  in  the  category  of  anti-viviscc- 
tionists ;] they  simply  desired  that  the 
existing  Act  should  be  carefully 
administered,  and  possibly  amended  in 

Digitized  by  V^UUyiC 


627      Swpply— Civil  Snrices  and      {COMMONS}       Iterenue  DepU.  Estimates.       628 


order  to  make  the  administration  more 
effective.  They  did  not  go  so  far  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal,  who 
described  himself  as  a  root-and-branch 
opponent  of  all  experiments  on  live 
animals.  The  hon.  Member  had 
described  his  ideal  inspector— a  reason- 
able man,  with  a  well-balanced  mind  and 
no  preconceived  opinions.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member,  and  he 
would  assure  the  Committee  that  those 
were  exactly  the  qualifications  possessed 
by  the  present  chief  inspector,  Dr. 
Thane,  and  he  thought  he  could  say  the 
same  of  his  assistant.  In  that  respect  the 
country  could  not  be  in  bettei'  hands.  As 
to  the  conditions  under  which  vivisection 
was  permitted  in  this  country,  the  Act 
of  1876  was  based  on  the  almost  unani- 
mous report  of  a  Royal  Commission, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rushcliffe 
Division  had  admitted  that  the  Bill  as 
introduced  was  a  most  proper  measure, 
but  complained  that  it  was  altered  in  its 
later  stages. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  In  another  place. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was 
approved  by  the  hon.  Member.  If 
Members  desired,  as  did  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Donegal,  to  prohibit 
all  experiments  on  Hving  animals,  they 
must  obtain  the  repeal  of  that  Act.  All 
he  had  to  do  was  to  adininister  the  Act 
as  he  found  it,  and  he  could  assure 
the  Committee  the  greatest  precautions 
were  taken  in  its  administration.  He 
thoroughlyappreciatedtheresponsibilities 
which  the  Act  devolved  upon  his  Depart- 
ment ;  in  fact,  there  was  hardly  anything 
connected  with  the  duties  of  the  Home 
OfSce  which  gave  him  a  greater  sense  of 
responsibility  than  the  administration  of 
this  Act.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  dumb 
animals  himself,  and  would  be  the  last 
person  in  the  world  to  permit  suffering 
to  be  inflicted  upon  them  which  was  not 
accompanied  by  greater  benefits  to  the 
human  race — much  less  to  permit  un- 
necessary suffering.  He  would  like  to 
explain  to  the  Committee  the  practice  of 
the  Home  Office  in  regard  to  the  granting 
of  licences.  Applications  for  all  came 
before  the  Home  Secretary  personally, 
and  they  were  carefully  inquired  into  and 
signed  by  him.     No  licence  or  certificate 

Mr.  Aktrs  Douglas. 


was  granted  except  on  the  recommendation 
of  an  eminent  medical  man,  such  as  the 
president  of  the  College  of  Physicians  or 
the  president  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
or  without  reference  to  the  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  Scientific  Research. 
Care  was  taken  to  see  that  the  licencee 
was  a  person  whose  qualifications  were 
undoubted,  whose  bond  fides  were  beyond 
dispute,  and  whose  desire  for  purelv 
scientific  research  was  unquestioned. 
The  Secretary  of  State  never  allowed  an 
experiment  unless  he  was  satisfied  that  it 
was  for  a  proper  and  an  adequate 
scientific  object,  that  it  was  to  be  per- 
formed by  a  properly-trained  and  com- 
petent person,  and  that  it  would  be 
conducted  with  every  precaution  against 
unnecessary  pain  being  inflicted.  The 
experiments  were  divided  into  three 
classes.  In  the  first  class  the  animal  wa.s 
under  complete  anaesthesia  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  experiment, 
and  was  painlessly  killed  before  it  became 
conscious.  In  such  cases  no  pain  what- 
ever could  be  inflicted.  Those  cases 
were  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole.  In 
the  second  class  of  cases  the  animal 
was  imder  complete  anesthesia  during  the 
experiment,  but  was  allowed  to  recover 
consciousness  and  to  live  under  observa- 
tion, so  that  the  effect  of  the  operation 
might  be  noted.  The  experiments  in  this 
class  though  fewer  in  number  were 
of  the  greatest  importance.  They  were 
most  fruitful  in  increasing  scientific 
knowledge,  and  leading  to  the  ameUor- 
ation  of  human  suffering  and  the  curini; 
of  disease. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  asked  whether  those 
were  the  experiments  under  Sub-section 
(3)  of  the  proviso  of  Clause  3. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  yes, 
and  that  they  were  allowed  only  on 
comparatively  rare  occasions ;  they  num- 
bered only  about  one-twentieth  of  the 
whole,  and  they  were  hedged  in  with 
every  restriction.  The  actual  operation 
was  performed  under  anaesthetics,  with 
antiseptics,  and  if  suppuration  or  pain 
ensued  the  animal  was  immediately  killed. 
The  third  class  of  experiments  were  per- 
formed without  anaesthetics.  In  this  cla-os 
no  experiment  whatever  was  allowed  which 
involved  greater  pain  than  that  caused  by 
a  simple  hypodermic  injection.  It  would 
be  almost  absurd  to  describe  the  prick  of  an 
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inoculating  needle  as  an  operation.     Even 
in  these  operations  the  animal  was  de- 
stroyed at  once   if   any  pain    resulted. 
When  the  licence  was  granted  the  licencee 
was    bound  to    make    reports   to    the  i 
inspector.     He  was  always  liable  to  visits 
from  the  inspector,  and  those  visits  were 
practically  always  surprise  visits.     As  an 
additional  security,  no  experiments  were 
allowed  in  private  places.     Nearly  always 
they  were  allowed  only  in  great  medical 
schools  and  in  the  laboratories  of  patho- ' 
logical  institutions.   Last  year  319  persons  I 
werelicensed,ofwhomll2  didnotperform  , 
»ny  experiment.   It  was  true  that  there  \ 
was  an  increase  of  sixty-two,  but  that  i 
increase  was  due  to  an  alteration  in  the  | 
termination  of   the  year  during  which 
the  statistics  were  taken.     Hitherto  the  | 
statistics   had    been   taken    from    31  at  | 
December  to   31st  December;  but  the 
last  report  dated  from  31st  December, 
1901,  to  28th  February,    1903.     There 
■were    twenty-six   towns    in  the  United 
Kingdom    in    which    registered     places 
were  situated,  and   in  those  only  could  ! 
experiments    be    performed.      Of    the 
sixty-two    registered    places    in     those 
towns     seventeen     were    in    London. 
Every  registered  place  was  visited  by  the 
inspector   every    year,    and    sometimes 
several  times  a  year,  and  the  inspector 
was  in  constant    communication    with 
the  licencees  all  over  the  country.    It 
was  the  duty  of  the  inspector  to  make 
himself  personally  acquainted  with  the 
methods   by    which    experiments   were 
performed,  and  wherever  the  conditions 
of  the  licence  were  violated  the  severest 
notice  was  taken  of  it  and  if  necessary 
the    licence    was  revoked.      Successive 
Secretaries    of    State    had    inclined    to 
the    view    that    the    appointment    of 
additional  inspectors    was    not   as    yet 
necessary.      If    it  could    be   proved  to 
him  that  there  was  immediate  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of    additional   in- 
spectors, he  should  certainly   see   that 
they  were  appointed.    Successive  Home 
Secretaries— and  he  included  himself  in 
this   category  —  had    been  among   the 
severest   critics   of    vivisection.      They 
had   not    been    content  to  take  things 
for  granted,  but  had  taken  an  interest 
in  seeing  that  precautions  were  properly 
observed.     There  was  no  reason  what- 
ever to  think  that  this  matter  was  left 
«ntirely  in    the  hands  of  the  inspectors 


without  ever  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  head  of  the  Department.  Al- 
though the  number  of  experiments  had 
increased  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  the  increase  was  really  tri6ing 
except  with  respect  to  the  experiments 
included  under  Table  III.  (B)-— viz.,  ex- 

f>eriment8  of  the  nature  of  simple  inocu- 
ations.  These  experiments  rarely  caused 
any  real  suffeting,  and  were  conducted 
with  the  greatest  possible  care.  They 
were  performed  not  only  for  pur- 
poses of  research  in  connection  with 
special  scientific  objects,  but  were 
constantly  performed  on  behalf  of  public 
authorities.  (Some  were  undertaken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons itself  in  order  to  test  the  condi- 
tions under  which  hon.  Members  lived 
there,  some  for  the  Local  Government 
Board,  some  for  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Tuberculosis,  some  for  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  others  for  County  Councils 
and  other  municipal  corporations.  They 
had  all  been  justified  by  the  results 
obtained.  He  would  only  say,  in  con- 
clusion, that  his  own  control  was 
exercised  with  the  greatest  care  and  a 
full  appreciation  of  his  responsibility. 
He  was  always  open  to  listen  to  criticism, 
and  when  any  bond  fide  case  was  lubmitted 
to  him  he  would  see  that  it  was  probed 
to  the  bottom.  It  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  improve  upon  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Acts  except  on  the  point 
that  it  was  necessary,  as  it  might  be,  to 
increase  the  number  of  inspectors.  He 
do.ibted  whether  the  ability  of  the 
inspectors  was  sufficiently  recognised 
and  whether  they  were  adequately  re- 
munerated considering  their  ability  and 
the  amount  of  work  they  did. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  thanked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  full  manner  in 
which  he  had  dealt  with  the  question, 
and,  while  adhering  to  what  he  had  said, 
admitted  that  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the 
Home  Secretary's  reply  left  nothing  to 
be  desired. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  he  wished 
to  say  that  if  he  thought  experiments 
were  carried  on  as  described  in  some 
publications,  or  as  he  beUeved  they 
were  carried  on  in  France  and 
Germany,  he  should  urge  the  abolition 
of  vivisection   altogether.    To  carry  on 
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ezperimente  upoa  live  animals  without 
anesthetics,  without  a  hope  or  promise 
of  any  definite  result,  would  not  meet 
with  approval.  He  had  gone  into  the 
matter  with  some  care,  and  he  believed 
that  the  experiments  were  carried  on 
in  this  country  with  every  reasonable 
safeguard.  Did  his  hon.  friend  deny 
that  some  of  the  most  beneficent  changes 
in  medical  science  had  been  partly 
brought  about  by  vivisection?  In  view 
of  this  fact  was  it  not  justifiable  to 
make  experiments  with  anesthetics  for 
the  benefit  of  medical  science  t  His  hon. 
friend  the  Nfember  for  South  Donegal 
had  expressed  some  feeUng  for  the 
lower  animals,  but  he  thought  he  ought 

o  have  some  feeling  also  for  the  higher 
animals.       It    was    well    known    that 
diphtheria  defied  medical  science  a  few 
years  ago,   and  when   a  medical   man 
saw    a   child   being    slowly   choked   to 
death    by  this  disease    he   used  to  be 
absolutely   unable   to  prevent    it      At 
the    present  time  diphtheria  could    be 
relieved     and    cured,    and   that   result 
was    largely    due    to    vivisection.     Dr. 
Pasteur  would  never  have  accomplished 
the  great  results  he  had  achieved  but 
for    vivisection.      Let    the    Committee 
consider  for    a   moment    the   progress 
which    had    been    made    in    regard    to 
surgical  operations  on  the  brain.    A  few 
years   ago   it  was  considered  that  the 
brain  could  not    be  touched    without 
destruction  of  life,  but  now  experiments 
were    being   performed    daily     on    the 
brain,  and  those  experiments  which  had 
largely     transformed     medical    science 
would     have    been     almost    impossible 
without  vivisection.     Again,  there  was 
the  operation  for  appendicitis,  which  had 
Mved  more  lives  than  anything  else  in 
surgical  science.    That  had  been  made 
possible  by  vivisection  experiments.    In 
I  he  face  of  these  facts,  he  asked  his  hon. 
friend  to  extend  some  of  the  overflowing 
sympathy    to  humanity    which  he    ex- 
tended to   the  lower    animals.     Under 
the    safeguards   of   the    Home     Office, 
vivisection    experiments    were  properly 
carried  out,  and  it  would  be  a  great  loss 
to   medical   science    if    they    were   not 
allowed  to  continue. 

Mr.  T.  P.  ff  Connor. 


♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.> 
said  that  before  he  de&lt  with  the 
question  of  the  police  force  he  ought  to 
state  his  reasons  for  bringing  the 
question  on  in  connection  with  this  Vote. 
He  did  so  because  on  a  previous  occmiod 
the  Chairman  pointed  out  that  this  was 
the  proper  Vote  to  deal  with  the  subject, 
because  it  dealt  with  the  policy  of  the 
Home  Secretary  as  regarded  the  police. 
His  complaint  affected  some  2,000 
police  constables  within  the  County  of 
London,  or  one-seventh  of  the  entire 
force.  They  were  married  men,  and  their 
grievance  was  that  they  had  to  perform 
exactly  similar  duties  under  precisely 
similar  circumstances  as  their  fellow- 
constables,  and  yet  they  received  Is.  6d. 
per  week  less  pay. 

Some  three  years  ago  the  Council 
of  the  City  ot  London,  finding  that 
the  rentals  throughout  the  Metropolis 
generally  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  raise  the  price  of  Uving 
generally  lor  the  working  classes, 
cAme  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
constables  were  insufficiently  paid  as 
compared  with  the  rate  of  pay  they 
received  some  years  previously ;  ar.d, 
actuated  by  a  right  and  proper  feelings 
they  decided  to  raise  the  pay  of  their 
constables  by  38.  a  week.  He  im- 
mediately suggested  to  the  Home 
Secretary  that  he  should  deal  in  a 
similar  manner  with  the  members  of  tlie 
Metropolitan  police  force.  Eight  or  oine 
months  had  elapsed  before  any  action 
whatever  was  taken,  and  at  the  end  uf 
that  time  the  Home  Secretary,  instead 
of  granting  an  increase  of  Ss.,  gave  them 
an  increase  of  Is.  6d.,  and  Is.  6d.  more 
in  the  shape  of  a  rent  aid  which  he  con- 
fined to  those  members  of  the  police 
force  who  were  married  and  liTing 
within  boroughs,  and  he  excluded  all 
those  men  in  the  urban  or  rural  districts 
outside  boroughs  but  within  the  area  of 
the  County  of  London.  At  that  time  an* 
appeal  case  was  going  on  as  regarded 
pensions,  and  it  was  decided  that  allow- 
ances were  not  pensionable.  The  natural 
result  was  that  every  man  in  the  force 
believed  that  he  had  been  given  one 
half  of  his  increase  in  this  way  in  order  to 
avoid  the  infinitesimal  sum  by  which  the 
pension  would   be  increased.     When  he 
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made  this  statement  to  the  late  Home 
Secretary  he  pointed  out  that  no  such 
reason  ever  entered  his  mind,  and  that 
the  idea  was  that  in  those  districts  house 
rent  was  lower.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
owing  to  increased  means  of  communica- 
tion, rents  were  almost  as  high  in  one 
part  as  another,  and,  where  thej  were  not 
80  high,  facilities  for  cheap  markets  were 
so  great  that  this  counteracted  the 
small  difference  there  was  between  the 
rents.  He  should  like  to  point  out  the 
injustice  of  this  arrangement.  Take,  as 
an  example,  the  case  of  Highgate.  There 
a  pohce  station  was  moved  about  150 
yards  outside  the  borough  boundary,  and 
in  consequence  of  that  the  constables  at 
that  station  ought  notto receive  this  Is.  6d. 
per  week,  although  their  duties  took  them 
into  the  borough,  yet  they  did.  In  Kilbum 
there  was  a  new  police  station  about  150 
yards  outside  the  boundary  of  theborough, 
and  although  the  men  stationed  there 
were  doing  duty  within  the  borough  they 
were  deprived  of  this  Is.  6d.  a  week  extra 
pay,  whereas  the  men  in  the  borough 
received  it.  In  the  borough  of  Ealing, 
which  had  recently  been  constituted  a 
borough,  they  received  at  once  the  Is.  6d. 
extra  pay,  whereas  their  comrades  doing 
duty  near  them  did  not  receive  it.  The 
reserve  men  did  special  duty  which  was 
not  confined  to  any  particular  district, 
but  any  reserve  man  attached  to  a  station 
mthin  a  borough  in  the  Metropolitan 
Police  area  received  this  Is.  6d.,  but  those 
who  were  attached  to  a  station  outside  the 
boroughs  in  the  Metropolitan  Police 
area  were  deprived  of  that  Is.  6d. 
He  could  not  conceive  of  anything  more 
calculated  to  cause  well-founded  dis- 
content in  a  force  than  this.  They  had 
an  illustration  of  this  during  the  late  war. 
The  last  batch  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
received  5s.  a  day,  whereas  the  Infantry 


only  received   Is.  a  day,  and  this  caused 
a  great  deal  of  discontent.    It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  prevent  such  a  state  of 
things  as  that  arising  in  the  police  force  1 
On  the  30th  May  last  year  when  he 
brought  this  question  before  the  Ck>m- 
mittee  what  was  the  Home  Secretary's 
apology  for  not  dealing  out  even-handed 
justice  to  the  whole  of  the  police  force  1 
The  reason  he  gave  was  that  it  would 
cost  a  sum  of  £140,000  to  the  ratepayers, 
but  he  did  not  state  that  there  had  been 
an  increase  in  the  population  within  the 
area  of  the  County  of  London  of  about 
50,000  per  annum.     He  had  made  some 
inquiries  into  the  coat  of  this  change,  and 
instead  of  being  £140,000,  he  thought 
the  real  cost  to  give  this    Is.  6d.  to  all 
the  men  outside  boundaries  of  boroughs 
would  be  about  £10,000.     As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  thought  it  would   not  exceed 
£8,000,  which  would  be  a  mere  drop  in 
the  ocean,  and  would  not  add  one  single 
farthing   to  the    rates.      Owing  to   the 
great  increase  of  wealth  and  population^ 
the   rateable  value   of  the  area  of  the 
county  of  London    was    increasing    by 
leaps  and  bounds  ;  therefore  there  was 
no     question     of     throwing     an    extra 
burden  upon   the   ratepayers.     He    had 
received  a  Resolution   from  one  of  the 
Councils  urging  the  necessity  for  taking 
some   action  in  this  matter.     He  could 
not  understand  upon  what  principle  theso 
men  were  not  given  this  extra  Is.  6d. 
who  lived  outside  the  borough  boundaries. 
There  was  one  borough  which  for  over 
three-quarters  of   a  mile  bordered  upon 
an  Urban  District  Council  area,  and  on 
one  side  of  the  road  the  men,  doing  the 
same  duty  as   on  the  other  side,  and 
living  in  the  same   building  vuader  the 
same  conditions,  drew  Is.  6d.  per  week 
more  than  the  others.     He  could  see  no 
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greater  injustice  than  this,  and  he  was 
extremely  anxious  to  hear  what  explana- 
tion the  Home  Secretary  was  prepared  to 
^ve. 

♦Captain  BALFOUR  (Middlesex, 
Homsey)  said  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newington  had  spoken  only  of  the 
Metropolitan  boroughs,  but  it  was  not  a 
<5aae  of  the  Metropolitan  boroughs  only, 
but  of  the  whole  area  of  Greater  London. 
Bepresentationa  had  been  made  to  the 
Home  Secretary  as  to  the  unevenness  of 
the  application  of  this  allowance  of  Is.  6d. 
per  week.  If  a  policeman  resided  in  a 
borough  he  got  the  allowance,  but  if  he 
lived  in  Willesden,  because  it  was  not  a 
borough  he  would  not  get  that  allowance. 
His  own  constituency  was  in  a  very 
peculiar  position.  A  portion  of  it  was 
not  now  a  borough,  and  the  constable 
did  not  receive  this  Is.  6d.,  whereas  this 
portion  would  probably  be,  by  next 
November,  constituted  a  borough,  and, 
consequently,  the  constables  would  then 
get  this  extra  allowance  of  Is.  6d.  It 
did  not  necessarily  follow  that  because  a 
district  was  a  borough  it  was  cheaper  to 
live  in  than  an  Urban  District  CouncU 
area.  On  the  contrary,  in  Kingston, 
which  was  a  borough,  the  people  lived 
-cheaper  than  outside.  It  had  been  said 
that  frequently  policemen  applied  to  be 
transferred  outside  the  borough  where 
they  would  not  get  this  Is.  6d.  extra,  but 
they,  no  doubt,  did  this  for  family 
reasons.  A  constable  might  have  been 
recommended  to  go  outside  the  borough 
by  his  medical  man,  and  often  he  was 
ready  to  do  this  and  sacrifice  the  extra 
pay.  In  London  a  constable  might  prob- 
ably be  satisfied  with  a  couple  of  rooms, 
but  in  the  districts  outside  the  boroughs 
it  was  not  so  easy  to  get  a  couple  of 
rooms,  and  he  often  had  to  take  a  house. 
Captain  Norton. 


It  might  be  said  that  they  must  draw 
the  line  somewhere.  At  the  present 
time,  the  line  was  drawn  in  such  a  way 
that  they  had  dodging  in  and  about  the 
boroughs  Urban  District  Council  areas. 
No  doubt  the  line  could  be  drawn  be- 
tween London  and  Greater  London,  but 
that  would  not  get  over  the  diflBculty. 
If  they  could  draw  a  distinct  line  which 
included  the  whole  Metropolitan  Police 
Force  in  the  whole  area  of  Greater 
London,  he  thought  that  would  be 
reasonable,  because  outside  that  area  the 
police  were  under  different  jurisdiction. 
Here  they  had  an  area  administered  £rom 
one  centre,  and  the  line  drawn  was  in- 
distinguishable to  any  person  travelling 
through  the  country.  That  line  gave  a 
constable  living  in  one  street  an  advan- 
tage over  a  constable  living  in  the  next 
street.  He  was  aware  that  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force  was  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  best  forces  in  Great  Britain, 
but  he  knew  there  was  a  feeling  that  the 
line  drawn  was  a  very  unfair  one. 
He  should  like  to  know  how  far 
the  ratepayers  would  be  affected.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  sum  required 
would  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newington  had  stat«d,  and 
that  would  be  nearer  £17,000  than 
£8,000.  He  should  like  to  know  how 
the  expense  of  the  police  was  distributed 
at  the  present  time.  Did  the  ratepayers 
outside  the  area  of  boroughs  contribute 
anything  towards  the  lodging  allowanoe 
given  to  the  poUce  inside  the  boroughs  t 
If  the  whole  of  this  £17,000  was  to  fall 
on  a  certain  section  of  the  ratepayers  it 
would  prove  to  be  a  very  heavy  expense. 
If  this  rent  aid  allowance  was  included 
in  a  lump  sum  over  the  whde  Metro- 
politan Police  area,  then  that  would  be  a 
much  less  burden  than  it  would  be  if  it 
fell  only  upon  the  particular  distriots 
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affected.    It  would   make  but  a  slight    to  be  not  only  a  soldier,  but  a  lawyer  as 


addition  to  the  rates,  and  he  was  sure 
the  ratepaye'"s  would  be  willing  to  give 
what  was  required  in  order  to  secure 
satisfaction  in  the  police  force.  The 
request  was  brought  forward  last  year, 
and  resisted  by  the  present  Chancellor 
of    the  Exchequer,  who  was  then  the 


well,  and  for  that  work  he  scarcely  got 
enough  pay  to  enable  him  to  live,  let 
alone  keep  a  wife  and  family.  He  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  whether  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  his  Department  to 
undertake  the  duty  of  looking  after  the 
manufacture  and  storage  of  explosives 


Home  Secretary.    He  hoped  the  present   in  Government  establishments,  as  well  as 


in  other  places.  He  had  a  report  in  his 
hand  which  contained  a  paragraph 
stating  that  notwithstanding  the  large 
increase  in  the  manufacture  of  e  xplosives, 
the  average  number  of  deaths  had  greatly 
decreased    since    the    passing    of    the 


holder  of  the  office  would  not  view  it  in 
-the  same  light. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  joined  in 
the  appeal  to  the  Home  Secretary  to  do 
something  for  the  police.  He  was  not 
much  concerned  whether  the  sum  Explosives  Act.  That  was  to  say  that 
involved  was  £8,000  or  £17,000.  In '  wherever  the  Home  Oflice  inspectors 
either  case  it  was  not  a  large  sum  when  i  were  allowed  to  go  In  and  have  something 
one  considered  that  a  penny  rate  on  the  !  to  do  with  the  regulation  of  the  manu- 
rateable  value  of  London  produced  facture  and  storage  of  explosives  deaths 
XI 60,000,  and  if  the  rate  covered  Greater  I  had  decreased.  On  the  other  hand  where 
London  the  amount  produced  would  be  the  inspectors  had  no  such  power  deaths 
nearly  £250,000.  He  asked  the  Home  j  had  increased.  Why  should  not  all 
Secretary  to  treat   the  police  force  as  i  manufactories,  whether  under  the  War 


every  employer  treated  his  workmen, 
that  was  to  give  them  one  day's  rest  a 
week.  At  present  the  pohce  only  got 
one  day  off  in  thirteen  days.  The  public 
were  continually  complaining  that  the 
men  did  not  do  this,  that,  and  the  other, 
but  looking  to  their  conditions,  how 
could  they  expect  them  to  be  even  half 
as  good  as  they  were  1  It  was  said  that 


Office    or    otherwise,    come    under 
cognisance  of  the  Home  Office  1 


the 


*The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  The 
Home  Office  has  no  control  over  the  dock- 
yards, and  therefore  it  would  be  out  of 
order  to  raise  that  question  on  this  Vote. 

Mr.  CROOKS  accepted  the  ruling  of 
the  Chairman.  At  the  same  time  the 
they  got  seven  days'  holiday  in  the  year,  i  Committee  would  realise  the  difficulty  of 
but  that  did  not  cover  the  case  at  all.  the  position  he  was  in  when  endeavour- 
If  the  Home  Secretary  would  look  at  the  j  jng,  in  a  matter  involving  danger  to  life 
reports  of  complaints  against  the  police,  |  and  limb,  to  show  how  accidents  might 
he  would  find  that  they  were  usually  i  be  avoided  by  proper  precaution  and 
made  at  the  end  of  a  wearying  day,  or   care.     He  thought   the  power  of  inspec- 


near  the  end  of  the  period  when  an 
officer  was  to  get  one  day's  holiday  in 
thirteen.  A  policeman  had  not  only  to 
protect  an  enormous  amount  of  property, 
but  also  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the 
citizensin  regulating  the  traffic.   He  had 


tion  by  the  Home  Office  under  the 
Explosives  Act  ought  to  be  extended  to 
War  Office  esUblishments.  He  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  use  his 
personal  influence  and  to  place  his 
inspectors  at  the  service    of    the  War 
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Office  in  order  that  there  might  not  be 
a  repetition  of  such  a  deplorable  accident 
as  recently  occurred  at  Woolwich. 

Mk.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton)  said  those  who  hadspoken  of  the  police 
pay  and  administration  were  supported 
by  a  grnat  mass  of  opinion  outside.  He 
desired  to  support  the  appeals  of  the  hon. 
Members  who  had  preceded  him  with 
regard  to  the  institution  of  a  uniform 
system  of  pay  for  the  police  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  force.  There  should 
not  be  regulations  whereby  a  man  on  one 
side  of  the  street  was  paid  on  a  different 
scale  from  another  man  on  the  other  side 
of  the  same  street.  The  argument  of  the 
Home  Office  was  that  the  line  must  be 
drawn  somewhere,  but  surely  the  line 
should  be  drawn  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
to  continue  the  present  injustice.  He 
believed  that  the  actioQ  of  hon.  Members 
on  this  subject  had  not  been  brought 
about  by  any  organised  body  of  opinion 
among  the  police  force.  Speaking  for 
himself  he  had  not  been  approached  by 


the  Home  Secretary  Questions  on  the 
subject  of  birching  inflicted  upon  boys 
who  were  brought  before  the  Police 
Courts,  and  against  whom  no  charge  was 
made  for  which  birching  was  a  legal 
punishment.  There  was  one  particular 
magistrate  in  London  who  was  in  the 
habit,  when  a  boy  came  before  him  on  a 
charge  for  which  birching  could  not  be 
legally  inflicted,  of  suggesting  to  the 
parents  that  the  boy  should  be  birched 
by  an  officer  of  the  court.  In  several 
cases  this  had  been  done.  He  was  not 
discussing  the  general  question  of  birch- 
ing, though  he  held  strong  opinions  upon 
it.  He  did  not  believe  in  it  as  a  re- 
formatory measure.  But  in  these  parti- 
cular cases  the  complaint  was  that  an 
official  of  the  court,  either  a  constable  or 
a  gaoler,  was  called  upon  to  birch  boys 
illegally.  If  a  boy  was  to  be  birched 
outside  the  law  surely  the  parent  was  the 
proper  person  to  undertake  the  duty,  but 
in  cases  to  which  he  referred  the  birch 
rods  were  supplied  by  the  Home  Office, 
and  the  person  who  inflicted  the  punish- 
a  single  police  officer  on  the  subject.    The  i  ™«"fc  ^a*"  i"  'he  pay  of  that  office.     He 


I  hoped  the  Committee  would  have  an 
I  assurance  from  the  Home  Secretary  that 
I  these  illegal  birchings  would  not  be 
I  allowed.  The  Home  Secretary  had  ad- 
I  mitted,  in  reply  to  questions,  that  this 

had  been  done,  but  said  that  it  was  by 
!  arrangement  with  the  parents.  He  urged 
I  that   the   right   hon.  Gentleman   should 

issue  instructions  to  the  effect  that  the 

practice  should  not  be  continued. 

i 

'     The  UNDER-SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
I  FOR  TM  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
j  Cochrane,  Ayrshire,  N.)  said  the  Report 
!  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich 
I  had  called  attention   in   regard  to  the 
'  effect  of  inspection  under  the  Explosives 
Me.  KEIR  HAEDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil)  1  Act  was  a  testimony  to  the  manner  io 
said  he  had  twice  in  this  House  asked   which  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  were 
Mr.  Crooks.  ■  .  . 
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facts  brought  before  the  Committee  were 
facts  which  they  had  ascertained  for 
themselves  in  their  daily  lives  as 
Londoners.  He  felt  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  make  any  Motion  to-night, 
because  he  had  an  idea  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  receive  a  statement  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  that  something  would 
be  done  to  remove  the  evils  of  which  they 
complained  If  his  right  hon.  friend, 
however,  did  not  see  his  way  to  grant  a 
concession  he  could  assure  him  that 
feeling  outside,  which  had  been  growing 
year  by  year,  would  continue  to  grow 
until  hon.  Members  gained  for  the  poUce 
that  which  they  believed  to  be  right. 
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carried  out.  He  entirely  endorsed 
what  the  hon.  Member  had  said  as  to  the 
necessity  for  proper  care  and  inspection 
in  the  Wtur  Office  factories,  but  he  was 
obliged  to  point  out  that  that  was  not  a 
msrtter  in  which  the  Home  Secretary  had 
any  power  whatever.  They  all  deplored 
the  accident  by  which  so  many  lives  were 
lost  at  Woolwich,  and  gladly  would  they 
see  steps  taken  to  make  such  loss  of  life 
less  likely  in  future.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary had  been  asked  for  certain  additional 
privil^es  and  pay  for  the  Metropolitan 
Police  force.  He  could  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Department  he  represented 
had  the  greatest  regard  and  sympathy 
for  the  police  force,  but  they  must  have 
regard  to  their  duties  as  to  economy. 
After  a  most  careful  departmental  inquiry, 
the  considerable  concession  was  made  in 
regard  to  pay.  Every  constable  received 
an  increase  of  Is.  6d.  a  week,  every 
sergeant  one  of  28.  a  week,  and  every 
inspector  one  of  3s.  a  week.  That  involved 
a  diarge  of  £60,000  on  the  rates;  and 
in  addition  a  lodging  allowance  was  made 
to  the  men  resident  in  the  Metropolitan 
boroughs.  That  coat  another  £30,000  a 
year.  As  to  the  arbitrary  line  between 
those  who  received  this  allowance  and 
those  who  did  not,  the  line  must  be  drawn 
somewhere.  There  was  no  discontent 
in  the  force,  and  it  was  rarely 
that  men  in  the  suburbs  cared  to 
take  up  vacancies  in  the  boroughs 
for  the  sake  of  the  lodging  allowance. 
As  to  the  question  of  holidays,  that  must 
be  left  to  the  Commissioner,  who  was 
responsible  for  the  discipline  of  the  force, 
to  settle  with  his  men.  The  police  got 
ten  days  holiday  in  the  year  on  full 
pay,  and  that  compared  very  favourably 
with  the  holidays  given  to  other  classes 
in  the  community. 

Mr.    EEIR   HARDIE   asked    if    no 
answer  wM  to  be  given  to  his  question. 


Mb.  COCHRANE  said  as  to  the  ques- 
tion ot  birching,  the  real  point  was 
whether  in  the  case  of  some  boy  who 
had  committed  an  offence  the  parent 
should  see  him  properly  chastised,  or 
whether  the  boy  should  go  to  prison. 
His  idea  was  that  the  boy  should  be 
birched;  and  if  the  parent,  perhaps  a 
widow,  was  unable  to  control  a  good 
lusty  boy  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
getting  a  policeman  or  a  warder  to 
administer  the  punishment. 

♦Captain  NORTON  said  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  refij  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  represented  the  Home 
OfiBoe.  There  was  no  reason  why  a 
policeman  patrolling  one  side  of  the  street 
should  receive  Is.  6d.  per  week  less  wages 
than  a  policeman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  street.  The  total  cost  of  the  reform 
which  he  asked  would  be  something  like 
£8,000,  and  it  would  not  involve  more 
than  the  very  smallest  fraction  of  a 
farthing  on  the  ratepayers.  In  fact,  it 
was  the  ratepayers  in  the  suburban 
districts  themselves  who  asked  that  all 
the  men  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
rate  of  pay,  and  that  evenbanded  justice 
should  be  done.  He  must  confess  that 
he  was  immensely  surprised  that  the 
Home  Secretary  did  not  see  his  way  to 
do  evenhanded  justice  to  these  2,000 
men,  and  therefore  he  moved  to  reduce 
the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100, 
in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  State." 

Committee  divided : — Ayes,  21 ;  Noes, 
110.    (Division  List,  No.  132.) 


Aaen,ChBtl»P.(Glow!.JSlroud 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  [Homnty) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Brigg,  John 
Calowell,  James 
-Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks  WiUiam, 
D'elany,  WiUiam 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


AYES. 

Gray,  Emert  ( Wea  Bam) 
Ha«iie,  J.  Keir  (Mtrikyr  Tyd 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (BriM,  B 
La^Umd-Bamtt,  Francis 
I/eig;h,  Sir  Joaeph 
Morgan,DavidJ(  WdUham»fw) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Shaw,  Thomas  {Haiwieh,  B.) 


Thomas,DsvidAlfred(ilf er«Ai/r 
TJre,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  - 
Captain  Norton  and  Mr. 
Claade  Hay. 
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Adjournment 


Agg-Gardner,  James  l^t« 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-l'orster,  Hugh  O. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Uobert 
l>alfour,Ut.  Hon.  A.  J.(^a>tcA'>' 
iJanbury,  Sir  Frederick  Ueorge 
Ueach,  Kt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hacks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bin,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Biaasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  Ht.  John 
Brotberton,  Edward  Allan 
Campbell,J.  H.  M .  (Dublin  Univ 
CaTendish,  B.  F.  {N.  Lanc*.\ 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(Z>er6««Atre 
Cayxer,  Sir  Caiarlea  WilUam 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Alton  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugli  (Greentvich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.JA  ( Wore 
ChurcbiU,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoB.  H.  A.  E. 
■  Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Ca.meTon(Glasgmi;) 
Corbelt,  T.  L.  (Down,  NoHh) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Charles  C.  (Antrim,  S.) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Ci'ean,  Eugene 
(.'rossley,  Sir  Savile 
DiOkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickson,  Chaiies  Soott 
Divaeli,  Ooningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  ^n.  A.  Alters 
Boxtonl,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Fellowes.Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Koberi  Buinatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzQerald,  Sir  Bobt.  PenroM 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(  H'ortt»tcA,5.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnaon 
Godson,Sir  AuK  untusFrederick 
Qordoo,Hn.J.E.(£2^  Jk  Nm 
(Jordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Onnsby-  (L»n« 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  {SKrew$iniry) 
Orettem,  John 

Hamilton,KtHnL,ordG(if««Wa! 
Harris,  Frederick  Lererton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James  (Staff's. ,  N.  WA 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (8omr$t  E 
Jordan,  Jeremialh 
KeoyoD-Slaney,  Col.  W. {Salop 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  '.Olasgnv 
Lawaon,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lees,  Sir  EllbM  (Birkenhtad) 
Lerreson-GowerjFredk.  N.  S. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
L(Hisda]e,  Jolm  Brownlee 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maconoohie,  A.  W. 
BTArthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  Jamea 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell, Ed  w.  ( Fermanagh,N. 
Morgan,  Hn.  P.  (MonmftluiK.) 
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Mount,  WiUi«m  Aithvr 
Murray,RtHnA.Gr&ham(£»/c 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Parkes,  Ehenenr 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkugton,  Lt.-CoI.  Bioh«id 
Pretyman,  Emeat  Geoige 
Purvis,  Kobert 

Baach,  Major  Frederic  Caae 
Ridley.Hn.  M.  W .(Stalybridge 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lanctuhire 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Sanndeiaon,Bt.  En.Col.  E.  J. 
Seely,  Chaa.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely.Maj.JEB. (/</<■  of  Wi^/ht 
Sba>¥-Stewart,M.H.(iJen>eic) 
Smith,  Abol  H.  (Hertford,  Jf .) 
Smith,  Jaa.  Parker  (£<marfa.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Stranii 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stiuila7,  Lord  (Lanet.) 
Stirlii^r-MaxweU,  Sir  Jn.  If. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.  (Oxfd  Univ. 
ThomtoB,  PeroT  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond.Rt.Hn.SirWilliainH. 
Wanklyn,  J«mea  Lealia 
Whiteley,H(.<4»Aton-«  tuf-iyn* 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wood,  Jamea 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  p  oposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,157,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland  (8  and  9  Vic,  c.  83 ; 
52  and  53  Vic,  c.  50 ;  57  and  58  Vic, 
c.  58;  60  and  61  Vic,  c  38;  and 
various  other  Statutes)." 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
said  he  was  astonished  that  in  the 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Scotland  there  was  only  one  small 
paragraph  referring  to  the  Highland 
counties.  That  was  not  a  fair  way 
of  treating  the  Highlands.  He  com- 
plained of  the  inadequate  supply  of 
water,  not  only  to  private  houses  but 


to  schools.  The  local  authorities  failed 
to  give  effect  in  many  cases  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  sanitary  inspec- 
tors ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  see  that  these 
recommendations  were  carried  oat.  In 
many  parts  of  the  Highlands  the  con- 
dition of  the  houses  was  deplorable,  the 
cattle  being  only  separated  from  the 
family  living  and  sleeping  room  by  a 
low  boarding.  That  was  contrary  to 
the  Public  Health  Act,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  see  that  the  law  was  obeyed. 

Ajid,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next;  Committee  also  report 
Progress;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  Three  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 
Friday,  2.Uh  June,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


West  Bromwioh  Corporation  Bill 
[H.L.].    Reported,  with  Amendments. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
B«ported,  with  Amendments. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill  Moved,  That  the  order 
made  on  that  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of 
June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  Bill   be  now   read   2*;  agreed  to; 

.§  ^  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed. 

> 

1^      Gorlestoo  and    Southtown   Gas]  Bill. 

I  Read  3*,  and  passed. 
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Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes)  Bill.  Read  3*  (according 
to  Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


"§  Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [H.L.]. 
°^  Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
■^  Commons. 

(^  New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill, 
e  Read  3\  with  the  Amendments,  and 
\  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

I  ^{Px>cal  Government  Provisional  Orders 
I  (No.  8)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
I  visional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill  Brought 
I  from  the  Commons. 

^  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tram- 
^  ways  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons ; 
-g  read  1* ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

€  Belfast  Water  Bill  [h.u]  ;  Shepshed 
if  Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned 
I  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
3  Amendments :  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  tc 

^  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Commercial  Gas  Bill;  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Oommons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Qas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bin  [H.L.].  Read  3.  (according  to 
Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Serirs.] 


Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill.      Moved,    That    the    Order    made 
on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That 
no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation   Bill 
brought  from  the    House    of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thurs- 
day, the  18th    day  of    June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2» ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2»  accord- 
I  ingly,  and  committed ;    the  Committee 
I  to  be  proposed    by   the    Committee    of 
j  Selection. 

I  Grangemouth  Water  Order  Confirma- 
I  tion  Bill ;  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and 
Refuse  Destruction  Order  Confirmation 
I  Bill ;  Forth  Navigation  Order  Confirma- 
I  tion  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Order 
I  Confirmation  Bill ;  Edinburgh  Corpoi-a- 
;  tion  (Markets,  Slaughter-houses,  etc.) 
,  Order  Confirmation  Bill.  Road  3» 
I  (according  to  Order),  and  passed. 
I 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill  (No.  138);  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill 
(No.  139).  Read  1» ;  to  be  printed ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill; 
Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill ;  Leigh 
Corporation  Bill ;  Wellingborough  and 
District  Tra  inroads  Bill ;  Midland  and 
Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways 
Bill ;  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway 
Bill ;  Mullingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda 
Railway  Bill;  Seaforth  and  Sefton 
Junction  Railway  Bill ;  London  County 
Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements) 
Bill.  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Lord  Kilmaine  be 
proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  BiUs 
in  the  place  o{  the  Earl  of  Mayo ;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 


THE  OLD  NAVIGATING  OFFICERS   OF 
THE  NAVY. 

Lord  MUSKERRY  called  attention  to 
the  case  of  the  few  remaining  officers  of 
the  old  navigating  branch  of  His 
Majesty's  Navy,  now    on  the  active  list 
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of  staff  captains  and  staff  commanders, 
and  asked  the  Uovemmentif  they  would 
take  into  account  their  long  and  valuable 
services,  and  the  lack  of  recognition  they 
had  received  in  view  of  the  way  in  whicn 
other  branches  of  the  naval  service  had 
been  treated.  He  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  could  see  their  way  to 
grant  the  staff  captain?,  fifteen  in 
number,  the  same  retiring  allowance — 
jC500  a  year — as  the  officers  of  similar 
rank  received  in  the  engineer  branch, 
and  permit  them  to  assume  as  a  right 
the  title  of  captain,  instead  of  being 
gazetted  as  now,  "  permitted  to  assume 
the  rank  of  captain."  In  the  case  of 
staff  co'nmanders — also  very  few,  only 
seven  in  number— he  asked  that  they 
might  be  granted  £450  a  year  on  re- 
tirement, if  they  had  served  the  necessary 
time  at  sea,  instead  of  £400,  which  they 
now  received.  He  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  support  him  in  his  endeavour 
to  secure  better  consideration  for  the 
remaining  officers  of  the  old  navigating 
branch  of  the  Navy.  He  felt  that  he 
had  rather  a  hard  task,  as  his  noble 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — 
although  with  regard  to  another  branch 
of  the  Service  he  was  overflowing  a 
short  time  ago  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindness  -  seemed  to  have  hardened  his 
heart  in  respect  to  the  claims  of  the  old 
navigati  ng  officers  of  the  Navy.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  the  noble  Earl  might  be 
persuaded  to  reconsider  the  matter  in  a 
favourable  light.  Prior  to  1867  there 
was  a  distinct  class  called  the  navigating 
class.  They  went  through  the  same 
course  as  the  other  officers,  with  the 
one  exception  that  instead  of  taking 
gunnery  they  took  pilotage  in  their 
«xamination.  But  whereas  the  other 
officers  could  rise  to  the  position  of 
Admiral,  the  officers  in  the  navigating 
branch  had  no  chance  of  getting  higher 
than  staff  captain.  A  regulation  was, 
however,  passed  at  that  time  that 
three  of  the  navigating  class  should  in 
«ach  year  be  absorbed  into  the 
«xecutive  branch.  That  was  over  thirty 
years  ago,  and  he  believed  that  not  a 
single  officer  had  been  so  absorbed. 
Naturally,  the  branch  was  now  dying  out 
— there  were  fifteen  staff  captains  and 
seven  staff  commanders.  Their  griev- 
ances were,  first,  the  inadequacy  of  the 
full  pay ;  and  secondly,  the  small  amount 
Lord  Muskerry, 


of  the  retired  pay.  If  their  Lordships 
compared  the  retired  pay  of  a  staffs 
captain  with  that  of  officers  holditig 
reuttive  rank  in  other  branches,  they 
would  see  that  the  grievance  was  a  just 
one.  The  retired  pay,  for  instance,  of  an 
inspector  of  machinery  was  £500,  but 
the  retired  pay  of  a  staff  captain  was  only 
£450.  He  did  not  think  the  noble  Eiirl 
would  deny  that  the  old  navigating 
officers  had  done  as  good  service  as  the 
members  of  other  branches  of  the  service. 
Their  third  grievance  had  reference  to 
increase  of  rank.  When  they  retired 
they  were  gazetted  as  "staff  captain, 
with  permission  to  assume  the  rank  of 
captain."  Thev  felt  this  to  bo  a  sUght, 
especially  as  all  other  officers  when  wey 
retired  were  permitted  to  assume  a 
higher  rank  than  that  in  which  they  had 
been  serving.  A  captain,  after  long 
service,  might  retire  with  permission  to 
assume  the  rank  of  rear-admiral,  and, 
even  after  his  retirement,  he  might  be- 
come a  vice-admiral.  In  the  same  way, 
in  the  engineering  branch,  an  inspector 
might  retire  with  permission  to  assume 
the  rank  of  chief-inspector,  or  under  the 
new  regulations,  the  rank  of  engineer 
rear-admiral.  But  captains  of  the  navi- 
gating branch  were  retired  with  per- 
mission only  to  "assume"  the  rank  of 
captain,  a  rank  which  they  had  held  for 
many  years.  The  fourth  grievance  wa=» 
that  the  officers  of  the  navigating  branch 
were  omitted  from  the  honours  list  Of 
all  the  officers  who  received  honoiuv  on 
the  occasion  of  His  Majesty's  Coronation, 
only  one  of  the  old  branch  was  included, 
and  he  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
an  Admiralty  official.  The  cost  of  bring- 
ing the  retired  pay  of  these  officers  up  to 
that  of  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the 
engineer  branch  would  not  exceed  £2,000 
a  year,  and  in  view  of  the  valuable 
services  of  this  splendid  body  of  officers 
he  hoped  the  First  Lord  would  give  the 
m»tter  his  favourable  consideration. 


The  first  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne): 
My  Lords.  I  entirely  agree  with  what  my 
noble  friend  has  said  as  to  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  this  class  of  naval 
officers.  Nothing  that  he  has  said  in 
their  praise  will  I  for  one  moment  dis- 
sociate myself  from.  But  I  must  decline 
to  join  with  him  in  discussing  the  honours 
which  His  Majesty  thought  fit  to  bestow 
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at  the  time  of  his  Coronation.  As  re- 
gards the  specific  questions  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  asked,  in  the  case  of  the 
staff  captains  I  see  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  granted  to  a  small  number  of 
officers  privileges  with  respect  to  their 
retired  pay  which  hare  been  withheld 
from  sinular  officers  for  many  years  past, 
and  the  granting  of  which  would  raise  a 
grievance  among  all  staff  captains  on  the 
retired  list.  I  must  therefore  say,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  that  that  question 
cannot  be  reopened.  As  regards  the  par- 
ticular manner  in  which  these  officers  are 
gazetted  on  retirement,  I  am  obliged  to  the 
noble  Lord  for  having  drawn  my  attention 
to  the  peculiarity  of  the  words  used.  The 
words  complained  of  shall  notoccur  again, 
and  these  officers  will  be  gazetted  on 
retirement  in  ithe  oidinary  phraseology. 
As  to  the  third  point,  I  would  empha- 
sise the  fact  that  the  seven  staff  com- 
manders now  on  the  list  will,  if  they 
continue  to  serve,  reach  the  rank  of  staff 
captain,  and  will  then  be  entitled  to  the 
retired  wiy  of  staff  captains,  which  is. 
£450.  That  being  the  case  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  consider  whether  any 
change  should  be  made  in  the  retired  pay 
of  staff  commanders. 


BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTHWABK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in    Committee    (according    to 
Order.) 

Clause  1  :— 

-TThk  lord  bishop  of  HEREFORD 
had  an  Amendment  on  Sub-section  (6)  of 
<Jlause  1,  which  sub-section  enables  the 
I'^cclesiastical  Commissioners  to  provide 
for  transferring  (subject  to  any  right 
•enjoyed  by  any  person  at  the  passing  of 
the  Act)  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  or  to 
the  Bishop  of  Birmingham  the  patronage 
of  any  benefice  situate  either  within  or 
without  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  the 
patronage  of  which  is  immediately  before 
the  foundation  of  the  Bishopric  of  Bir- 
mingham vested  in  the  Bishop  of 
Worcester.  He  moved,  after  "  Lichfield," 
to  insert  the  words  "  or  to  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford."  He  said  that  the  effect  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  to  enable  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  to  take  the 
diocese  of  Hereford  into  consideration  in 
the  same  way  as  the  diocese  of  Lichfield. 
Jt  was  strongly  felt  in  one,  at  any  rate. 


of  the  two  diocesee  concerned,  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  readjustment  of  patron- 
age as  between  the  diocese  of  Here- 
ford and  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  and 
that  this  was  an  opportune  moment  for 
doing  so.  The  Bishop  of  Worcester,  at 
the  present  moment,  was  patron  of  no 
less  than  fourteen  livings  in  the 
diocese  of  Hereford,  whereas  the 
Bishop  of  Hereford  himself  was 
patron  of  only  thirty-two  livings  in 
the  whole  of  that  diocese.  He  thought 
this  a  sufficient  reason  for  giving  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  power  to  con- 
sider this  question. 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  In  page  1,  line  24,  after  the  word '  Lichfield' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  to  the  Bishop  of  Here- 
ford.' ''—(The  Lord  Bithop  of  Hereford.) 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY said  he  saw  no  objection  to 
the  Amendment. 

Lord  BELPER  said  he  had  no  objection ' 
to  the  Amendment.  » 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  2  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : — 

*The  lord  BISHOP  of  HEREFORD 
said  the  object  of  his  Amendments  to  this 
clause  was  to  give  power  to  rearrange  also 
the  boundaries  of  the  diocese  of  Hereford. 
As  long  ago  as  1836,  when  the  very  im- 
portant Bill  affecting  Bishops'  revenues 
and  dioceses  was  passed,  it  was  enacted 
that  all  the  county  of  Worcester  should  be 
included  in  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  but 
that  had  never  been  carried  out,  and  there 
were  about  twenty  parishes  in  the  county 
of  Worcester  which  still  belonged  to  the 
diocese  of  Hereford.  It  would  be  a  very 
great  advantage  if  they  could  assimilate 
the  diocesan  organisation  to  the  county 
organisation  as  far  as  possible.  All 
he  now  asked  was  that  by  the 
acceptance  of  his  Amendments  they 
should  be  at  liberty  to  appear  before  the 
Bicclesiastical  Commissioners  when  tlie 
time  came,  and  advocate  such  a  readjust- 
ment as  they  believed  might  be  beneficial. 

Amendments  moved — 

"Id  page  2,  line  22,  after  the  word  'Lichfield' 
to  insert  the  word  '  Hereford  ; '  and  in  line  29, 
after  the  word  '  Lichfield '  to  insert  the  words 
'and  Hereford.'"— (I%«  Lord  Bithop  of  Here- 
ford.) 

Y  2  n  \ 
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Lord  BELPER  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Amendments. 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to- 

On  Sub-section  (a)  of  Clause  3,  which 
provides  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Gom- 
missionere  shaD  have  power  in  the 
event  of  the  foundation  of  a  Bishopric  of 
Southwark,  of  rearranging  the  bound- 
aries of  the  dioceses  of  Canterbury, 
Rochester  and  Southwark. 

*LoRD  ASHCOMBE  moved]  after 
"Canterbury,"  to  insert  "Winchester." 
He  said  that  the  proposed  diocese  of 
Southwark  would  adjoin,  on  the  west 
side,  the  diocese  of  Winchester,  and 
therefore,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  should  have 
the  same  power,  if  they  thought  fit,  of 
rearranging  the  boundaries  of  the 
diocese  of  Winchester  as  they  had  of 
rearranging  the  boundaries  of  the 
dioceses  of  Canterbury  and  Rochester. 
"The  Amendment  had  the  approval  of 
the  most  rev.  Primate  and  of  the 
Bishops  of  Winchester  and  Rochester. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  Canter- 
bury' to  insert  the  word  'Winchester'." — 
(iorrf  At?u;ombe.) 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY said  he  saw  no  objection  to 
the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  ptige  2,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  South- 
work'  to  insert  the  words  'Winchester  and 
Southwark.' " — {Lord  Asheomie.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule  1  agreed  to. 

Schedule  2— 

Lord  NORTON  said  he  desired  to 
amend  the  section  which  provides  that, 
subject  to  the  rights  enjoyed  by  any 
person  at  the  passing  of  this  Act,  there 


shall  be  transferred  to  the  endowment 
fund  of  the  Bishopric  of  Birmingham, 
such  portion  of  the  endowment  or  incom* 
of  the  Bishopric  of  Worcester  as  will 
reduce  that  endowment  or  income  front 
the  annual  sum  of  £5,000  to  the  annual 
sum  of  £4,200,  irrespective  of  tenths  or 
first  fruite.  He  wished  to  omit  "£4,200" 
and  to  insert  "£4,000." 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES- 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  pointed  out  that 
the  noble  Lord's  Amendment  should 
have  been  moved  to  the  First  Schedule, 
which  had  been  agreed  to.  It  was  there- 
fore out  of  order  now,  but  it  could  be 
moved  on  Report  or  in  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Schedule  2  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended, 
(No.  137.) 

CONTRACTS  (INDIA  OFFICE)  BILL. 
House  in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  suggested 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  contracts  wer» 
to  be  signed  should  be  made  public  in 
some  way.  He  thought  they  might  be- 
laid before  Parliament  regularly. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :  I  will  take  care  that  the- 
noble  Marquess's  suggestion  is  con- 
sidered. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;. 
and  recommitted  to  the  Standing^ 
Oomroittee. 

THE  JUDICIAL  COMMITTEE  AND  THE 
NEW  ZEALAND  COURT  OF  APPEAL. 

*L0HD  HAWKESBURY:  It  having 
been  represented  bo  me  that  some  dis- 
satisfaction exists  in  New  Zealand  with> 
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i^gftrd  to  a  receut  decision  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  matter. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbdry)  :  I  Tcrj  much  regret  to 
ny  that  I  think  owing  to  a  misappre- 
hension of  what  was  intended  by  the 
word*  used,  there  has  been  a  feeling 
created  in  New  Zealand  in  respect  to  a 
judgment  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
accordingly  I  have  thought  it  right  to 
make  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  have  received  an 
assurance  from  the  learned  Judges  who 
decided  the  case  that  they  never  in- 
tended to  make  any  attack  whatever 
on  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  New  Zealand. 
The  mode  in  which  the  case  was  con- 
ducted and  certain  observations  con- 
tained in  the  judgment  o  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  New  Zealand  induced  the 
learned  Judges  to  make  the  remarks  as 
to  which  remonstrance  has  been  made ; 
but  I  am  assured  by  the  learned  Judges 
that  it  never  occurred  to  any  one  of 
them  that  in  the  observations  they 
thought  it  right  to  make  they  were 
maldi^  an  attack  on  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  New  Zealand,  or  that  they 
intended  in  any  way  to  comment  on  the 
character  or  conduct  of  their  proceedings. 
I  trust  that  this  assurance  will  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  New 
Zmland,  and  that  the  feeUng  aroused 
will  be  found  to  have  been  based  on  a 
total  misapprehension. 

House  adjoumed  at  five  minutes 
past  five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven 
o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF      COMMONS. 
Friday,  2Gih  Jwte,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSIJTESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 


case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,    have  been  com- 

Eilied  with,  viz.,  Bristol  Corporation  Bill 
Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  HILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED  INTO  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  TaUe 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto  have  not  been 
complied  with,  viz.,  Salford  Corporation 
BiU  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [LORDS] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  'APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

f?;Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz..  Gas  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next. 

Commercial  Gas  Bill;  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company  Bill ;  Great  Eastern 
Railway  BilL  Lords'  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Belfast  Water  Bill  fLordsl,  read  the 
third  time  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tram- 
ways Bill,  read  the  third  time  and 
passed.     [New  Title.] 

Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas  Bill 
[Lords],  read  the  third  time,  and  passes, 
with  Amendments. 
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Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tram- 
ways Bill ;  Scunthorpe  Urban  District 
Water  Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;    to  be  read  the  third  time. 

liverpool  University  Bill  [Lords]; 
Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords];  read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 

Colonel  Welbt  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  6.  of  Private  Bills, 
That  the  parties  promoting  the  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  15) 
Bill  had  stated  that  the  evidence 
of  James  Alfred  Crowther,  Borough 
Engineer,  Southampton,  was  esseniial 
to  their  case ;  and,  it  having  been 
proved  that  his  attendance  could  not  be 
procured  without  the  intervention  of 
the  House,  he  had  been  instructed  to 
move  thut  the  said  James  Alfred 
Crowther  do  attend  the  said  Committee 
on  Monday  next  at  eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  James  Alfred  Crowther 
do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  G 
of  Private  Bills  on  Monday  next,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 

Colonel  Welbv  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  6  of  Private  Bills,  That 
the  parties  opposing  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Order  (No.  15)  Bill 
had  stated  that  the  evidence  of  Joseph  ; 
James  Hornby,  of  Knowsley,  Prescot, 
Lancashire,  Land  Agent,  was  essential 
to  their  case;  and,  it  having  been  proved 
that  his  attendance  could  not  be  pro- ' 
cured  without  the  intervention  of  the 
House,  he  had  been  instructed  to  move 
that  the  said  Joseph  James  Hornby  do 
attend  the  said  Committee  on  Wednesday 
next  at  eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  James  Hornby 
do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  G  of 
Private  Bills  on  Wednesday  next,  at 
eleven  of  the  dock. 


POUCE  AND  SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr  Hkywood  Johnstone  reported 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee, 
That  the  parties  opposing  the  Frinton- 
on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  had  stated  that 


the  evidence  of  Francis  William  Anderson' 
of  Thistle  Cottoge,  Old  Road.  Frinton-on' 
Sea;    A.   Beresford    Pike,   of    2,   York 
Gate,    Regent's    Parii,    London ;    and 
Arthur  Blackford,  of  61,  Chancery  Lane. 
London,  was  essential  to  their  case ;  and, 
it  having  been  proved  that  their  attend- 
ance could  not  be  procured  without  the 
intervention  of  the  House,  he  had  been 
instructed  to  move  that  the  said  Francis 
William    Anderson,  A.    Beresford   Pike, 
I  and  Arthur  Blackford   do  attend    the 
\  said  Committee   on    Tuesday   next,   at 
'  half-past  eleven  of  the  clock. 

j  Ordered,  That  Francis  Williaiu 
Anderson,      A.    Beresford     Pike,    and 

I  Arthur  Blackford  do  attend  the  Police 
and  Sanitary   Committee    on    Tuesday 

{  next,  at  half-past  eleven  of  the  clock. 

I 

Sheffield    Corporation  Bill ;   reported 
from    the  Police    and    Sanitary  Com- 
'  mittee,  with  Amendments.      Report  to 
'  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

I     That    they    have     agreed    to    Local 

,  Government  ProvisionsJ  Orders  (No.  6) 

,  Bill ;     Local    Government    Provisional 

;  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government 

Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill;  Local 

Government    Provisional  Orders   (Gas) 

Bill ;   Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 

'  visional    Orders    (No.    6)    Bill ;     Locul 

.  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  8)  Bill ;    Naval  Works  Provisional 

'  Order  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

I      Ipswich  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments   to   Harrow  and   Stan- 
more  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Wirral  Rjulway 
Bill  [Lords] ;    Rickmansworth   Gas  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Harrogate  Water  Bill  [Lords],. 
'  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trad* 
under  The  Tramways  Act,  1870,  relating 
to  Barrow-in-Furness  Tramways,  Hors- 
forth  Urban  District  Council  Tramways, 
Keighley  Corporation  Tramways,  and 
Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council 
Tramways."  [Tramways  Orders  Confir- 
mation (No.2)  Bai  [Lords,"' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


657 


Befums, 


{26  June  1903} 


Reports,  dx. 


668 


And,  also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Mid  Yorkshire  Tram- 
ways Company,  and  to  empower  that 
Company  to  make  and  maintain  tram- 
ways and  other  works,  and  for  other 
purposes.  [Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways 
BiU  fLords-l 

Public  AccountPf — That  they  give  leave 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  to  attend 
to  be  examined  as  a  witness  before  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  this  House 
on  Public  Accounts. 

Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2)  BUI  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time; 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  259.] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill.  Reported  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Ordeis  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Reported  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BiU,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation    (East     Ham,    etc.)    BiU 

[Lords].    Reported,  with  an  Amendment 
Provisional  Orders  confirmed];  Report 
tojhe  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  BilL  Reported, 
with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway 
BiU  [Lord.<<].  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Report  to  lie  upon '  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 


Torquay  Corporation  Water  Bfll 
[Lords];  Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire 
Navigation  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with 
Amendments;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  and  to  b«  printed. 

King's  College  London  Bill  [Lords]. 
Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

St.  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street) 
Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Report  to  Ue  upon  the  Talle. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


PETITIONS. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Falkirk,  for  alteration; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Sutherland,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'8  SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VIVISECTION. 

Petition  from  London,  for  prohibition ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  IN  SCOTLAND 
(TECHNICAL  EDUCATION). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  the  extent 
to  which  and  the  manner  in  which 
Locdl  Authorities  in  Scotland  have 
allocated  and  appUed  funds  to  the 
purposes  of  Technical  Education  during 
the  year  ending  the  15th  day  of  May, 
1903,  under  the  following  Acts:  Local 
Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1890; 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Account 
(Scotland)  Act,  1892  ;  Technical  Schools 
(Scotland)  Act,  1887 ;  Teclinical  In- 
struction Amendment  (Scotland)  Act, 
1892;  and  Pubhc  Libraries  Acts."— (?'A« 
Lord  Advocak.) 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE    VOTES. 


ViTisection  Experiments— Presence  of  a 
OoTenunent  Inspector- 

Dr.  SHIPMAN  (Northampton):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  how  many  experiments  on 
animals  under  licence  alone,  and  under 
Certificate  B  respectively,  have  been 
witnessed  by  an  inspector  at  any  time 
daring  the  experiment,  and  during  the 
whole  duration  of  the  experiment 

{Ansvxred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akevs 
Douglas.)  During  1902  eleven  experi- 
ments, under  licence  alone,  were  wit- 
nessed by  the  Inspector,  and  one  under 
Certificate  B.  In  the  case  of  one  (under 
licence)  the  whole  experiment  was  wit- 
nessed ;  and  with  regard  to  the  others 
the  inspector  usually  remained  a  con 
siderable  time,  and  on  some  occasions 
made  more  than  one  visit  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  experiment.  In  the  case  of 
the  one  under  Certificate  B  the  inspector 
also  visited  the  animal  next  day.  Inas- 
much as  the  inspector  habitually  visits 
without  notice  he  cannot  be  sure  of 
arriving  at  the  beginning  of  an  experi- 
ment so  as  to  be  able  to  see  the  whole 
of  it,  nor  even  of  finding  any  experi- 
ment in  progress.  It  may  be  added  that 
the  inspector  at  his  visits  always  sees  any 
animals  on  which  experiments  may  have 
been  made,  and  carefully  notes  the  r 
condition. 

Seport  on  Vivisection  Experiments. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  in  view  of 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  experi- 
ments performed  on  living  animals  since 
the  passing  of  the  Cruelty  to  Animals 
Act,  he  will  state  if  he  has  received  any 
Report  of  the  results  of  these  experi- 
ments, as  the  Act  provides ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  cause  such  Report  to  be 
issued.    J 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  The  Secretary  of  State  receives 
numerous  reports  of  the  results  of  experi- 
ments in  pursuance  of  the  requirements 
which  the  Act  referred  to  enaUes  him 


to  make.  Many  of  these  reports  become 
accessible  to  the  public  in  printed  form ; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  practicable  to  pub- 
lish them  officially. 

Truck  Act— Dednctiona  from  Waces  in 
the  Iron  Plate  Trade. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dt&v)  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  will  direct  his 
Majesty's  Inspector  to  take  a  case  under 
the  Truck  Acts  in  order  to  raise  the 
question  of  deductions  from  wages  for 
supply  of  light  in  the  iron  plate  trade. 

{Ansuxred  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is 
referring  to  the  case  at  Stourbridge,  I 
may  say  that  I  am  informed  that,  when 
the  factory  was  last  visited,  no  deduc- 
tions were  being  made  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Truck  Act.  Deductions 
from  wages  for  the  supply  of  light  are 
not,  I  am  advised,  illegal,  provided  that 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Truck 
Act,  1896,  are  complied  with.  But  if  a 
case  is  found  in  which  they  are  imposed 
otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  those 
conditions,  it  shall  certainly  be  con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  prosecution. 

Small  Factories  and  Workshops- 
Precautions  against  Fire- 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  in  view  of  the  remarks 
contained  in  the  recently  issued  Report 
of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  and 
Workshops  relative  to  the  fire  in  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  introducing  legislation 
buch  as  will  bring  small  factories  and 
workshops  within  the  scope  of  the 
Factory  Act,  with  a  view  to  ensurtj 
workers  being  afi'orded  adequate  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  Small  factories  and  work- 
shops are  already  within  the  scop^  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  under  Section  16  thereof  local 
authorities  have  power  to  make  by- 
laws providing  for  means  of  escape  from 
fire  in  the  case  of  any  factory  or 
workshop.     The  premises  on  which  the 
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fire  in  question  took  place  were  neither 
a  factory  nor  a  workshop  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act. 

AcddentB  on  the  Olasgow  C!orporation 
Electric  Tramways. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  accidents  which  have  occurred 
on  the  Glasgow  Corporation  electric 
tramway  system  during  the  year  endins 
the  Ist  June  last,  distinguishing  fatal 
accidents  to  persons  from  injuries  to 
persons  not  resulting  in  death ;  and 
will  he  quote  the  number  of  accidents 
causing  damage  to  goods,  vehicles, 
animals,  and  other  property. 

{Answered  by  Air.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  informed  by  the 
Oeneral  Manager  of  the  Glasgow 
Corporation  Tramways  that  the  number 
of  Mcidents  which  occurred  on  the 
Corporation  electric  tramway  system 
during  the  year  ending  3  Ist  May  last 
causing  injury  to  persons  was  ninety, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  twenty-four 
persons,  and  that  during  the  same 
period  there  were  fifty-five  accidents 
which  caused  material  damage  to 
property.  It  is  added  that  the  number 
of  car  miles  run  in  the  twelve  months 
referred  to  was  14,008,750,  and  the 
numberof  passengers  carried  177,179,549. 

Treaties  givine  Preferential  Treatment 
to  Foreign  States. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  what  are 
the  dates  of  the  treaties  or  agreements 
made  by  the  United  States,  Portugal, 
and  any  other  countries  by  which 
preferential  treatment  has  been  given 
to  the  products  of  foreign  States  as  com- 
■oaieA  with  the  products  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  what  are  the  articles  affected 
by  such  preference;  and  what  are  the 
difierences  in  the  rates  of  duties. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
replies  given  by  me  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  South  Molton  Division  on  the 
17th  instt,  and  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Exeter  on  the  24th  inst.:^,  cover  the  whole 
of  the  points  referred  to  in  the  Question. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiiL,  1175. 
X  See  page  376. 


Tenders  for  Battleships  and  Armour 
Plate. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  when  he  hopes  to  be  in  a 
position  to  invite  tenders  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  contract-built  battleships 
and  armoured  cruisers  included  within 
the  programme  of  the  current  financial 
year,  and  for  the  armour  required  for 
the  dockyard-built  cruiser  included  in 
the  same  programme. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  AmoldForster.) 
Tenders  for  the  construction  of  the 
armoured  cruisers  belonging  to  this  year's 
programme  which  are  to  be  built  by 
contract  will  be  invited  almost  im- 
mediately. It  is  hoped  to  invite  the 
tenders  for  the  battleships  in  September 
next,  and  those  for  the  armour  required 
for  the  cruiser  to  be  built  at  Pembroke 
not  later  than  October  next. 

Infectious  Diseases  on  Liners. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  although  the  White 
Star  Liner  "  Victorian  "  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  at  7.30  a.m.  on  the  22nd  May 
four  smallpox  patients  were  not  re- 
moved until  she  amved  at  the  Wallasey 
stage  at  3  p.m. ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
risk  attending  the  removal  at  the  stage 
where  there  were  a  nitmber  of  cattle 
drovers  and  other  persons,  will  he  state 
why  a  tug  was  not  sent  out  to  the 
vessel  on  her  arrival  in  midstream  to  take 
these  sufferers  direct  to  the  jx>rt  hospital 
at  New  Ferry;  and  will  care  be  taken 
that  similar  cases  are  more  promptly 
dealt  with  in  future. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I  am 
aware  of  the  facts  referred  to  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Question,  and  I  obtained  a 
report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  port  of  Liverpool  on  the  subject 
last  month.  There  were  three  cases  of 
smallpox  on  board  the  vessel,  and  it 
appears  from  the  report  that,  owing  to 
the  critical  condition  of  one  patient  and 
the  height  of  the  steamer  above  the 
decks  of  the  tug,  it  was  considered  wa- 
safe  to  land  the  patients  in  the  tug, 
and  arrangements  were  accordingly  made 
to  land  them  at  the  stage.  On  arriving 
at  the  stage  no  one  was  allowed  on 
board,  due  notice  being  given  to  those 
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on  the  stage  of  the  reason;  the  people 
were  cleared  off  the  gangway  and  every 
precaution  appears  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  landing  of  the  patients  to  prevent 
any  spread  of  infection.  I  may  add  that 
all  infected  bedding  and  clothing  were 
burnt,  suspected  articles  were  disinfected, 
and  the  vessel  was  thoroughly  fumigated 
and  washed  doMm.  I  see  no  reason  for 
objecting  to  the  course  adopted  in  this 
case. 

Experts  of  Wheat  and  Flonr  firom  India. 

Mb.  hunter  CRAIG  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  he  will  state  the  ports  from 
which  wheat  and  flour  hare  been  ex- 
ported from  India  for  the  year  1901-2, 
and  to  which  countries  and  ports  have 
they  been  shipped,  together  with  the 
respective  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  1$  Exports  of  wheat  from 
India  in  1901-  2  :— 


From 

Tons 

To 

Tons 

Calcutta 

3,261 

United  Kingdom 

197,650 

Belgium 

61,181 

Bombay 

4,165 

France 

4.961 

Uermany 
Holland 

2,000 

Karachi 

358,665 

5,772 

Italy      - 

1,200 

British  East  Africa 

318 

tgypt   -        -        - 
Mauntios 

84,494 

375 

Aden     - 

647 

Arabia  ■ 

2,393 

Hong  Kong  - 
Persia    • 

778 
3,076 

Turkey  in  Asia     - 

1,133 

Other  coantries     - 

223 

Total 

366.091 

366,091 

II.  Exports  of  wheat  flour  from  India  in 

1901-2: 

— 

From 

Cwto. 

To 

Cwts. 

Calcatta 

27,408 

British  East  Africa 

91,105 

Mauritius 

99,8.55 

Bombay 

420,052 

Aden     - 

124,582 

Arabia  - 

106,634 

Karachi 

81,857 

Ceylon  - 

59,128 

Persia  • 

26,295 

Other  countries     • 

21.718 

Total  529,317  629,317 

The  Trade  Returns  show  the  names  of 
the  countries  only,  without  specifying 
the  ports. 

Management  of  the  Uganda  Bailway. 

Mr.   HERBERT  SAMUEL :   To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 


Aflairs,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  retain  the  management  of 
the  Uganda  Railway  permanently  in  the 
hands  of  the  Railway  Committee  of  the 
Foreign  OfBce. 

{Ansmertd  hy  Lord  Cranhotne.)  The 
Answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  is 
in  the  negative,  but  I  hope  shortly  to  lay 
on  the  Table  Papers  which  will  explain 
the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  in  the  matter. 

Oonstmction  of  the  Balljrroney 
and  Newcastle  Ibulwi^. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  whether  he  can  state  if 
the  construction  of  the  Ballyroney  and 
Newcastle  (county  Down)  Railway  has- 
yet  been  commenced ;  and,  if  not,  when 
the  work  of  construction  is  likely  to  be 
entered  iipon  by  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  of  Ireland  and  the 
Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Com- 
pany respectively. 

(Anstoered  hy  Mr.  Ji'yndham.)  It  i» 
understood  ihat  neither  of  the  two  com- 
panies mentioned  in  the  Question  baa- 
commenced  the  construction  of  the  line. 
The  Commissioners  of  Public  Works- 
learn  from  the  arbitrator,  who  waa 
appointed  by  them  under  statute,  that 
progress  with  the  award  in  respect  to  the 
lands  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  Great 
Northern  Company  has  been  stayed  at 
the  request  of  that  company,  in  order  to- 
enable  it  to  negotiate  with  regard  to- 
some  of  the  lands.  The  draft  award  in 
the  case  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  taken 
by  the  Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway 
Company  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
company's  solicitors  by  the  arbitrator  for 
some  information  neceesary  for  its  com- 
pletion. The  statutory  period  for  com- 
pletion of  the  line  extends  to  30th  July, 
1905. 

Treasare  Trove  Pnrchased  by  Boyal 
Irish  Academy. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  To- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  can  give 
particulars  as  to  number,  price,  and  total 
amount  of  the  purchases  by  the  Royal 
Irish  Academy  from  finders  of  treasure- 
trove  since  June,  1896,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Constabulary,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  arrangement  stated  to  have 
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been  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  in  the  circular 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  Academy 
in  that  year ;  and  also  the  total  annual 
sum  avaolable  for  the  purchase  of  objects 
of  antiquity  by  the  Boyal  Irish  Academy. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Since 
June  1896  only  one  object  of  treasure- 
trove  (a  gold  armlet  for  which  a  sum  of 
£4  was  paid)  was  purchased  through  the 
medium  of  the  Constabulary,  all  the 
other  antiquities  purchased  having  been 
sent  to  the  Academy  directly.  The 
amount  available  annually  for  the  pur- 
chase of  antiquities  is  £100. 

Military  Stores  sent  to  South  Africa. 
Mr.  CHAKLESHOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 

K) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  was  the  value  of  military 
stores  sent  to  South  Africa  during  the 
years  1901  and  1902  ;  and  how  much  of 
their  values  are  due  to  normal  and  to 
extraordinary  war  expenditure  in  each 
year. 

{Atxswered  hy  Mr,  Secretai-y  Brodrick.) 
The  value  of  military  stores  (which  ex- 
clude clothing  and  food  supplies)  sent  to 
South  Africa  during  1901-2  and  1902-3 
was  approximately  X2,699,000  and 
£975,000.  Of  these  amounts  about 
£162,000  may  be  taken  on  each  of  the 
two  years  as  the  normal  expenditure,  the 
balance  being  due  to  the  war. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsky  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection:  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure — Mr. 
Lees  Knowles;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution,  Mr.  Samuel  Roberts. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

[Thibd  Reading]. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [19th  June],  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 


1903} 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich)  said 
that   last   Friday,    when   addressing   the- 
House,  his  remarks  were  interrupted  by 
the  adjournment,  and  he  waa  very  glad 
of  that,  because  during  the  past  week  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  a  barrister- 
which  expressed  very  well  indeed  some 
weighty  objections  to  this  Bill     That 
gentleman  in  his  letter  said  there  was 
no    second    opinion   among   those    who- 
practice  in  the  Courts  that  the  Bill  would 
be    madness  imder    present   conditions. 
The  effect,  it  was  pointed  out,  would  be 
to  add  to  the  costs  of  small  suitors  on 
account    of    the  adjournment    of    cases- 
through  want  of  time  to  deal  with  them. 
That  barrister  stated  that  he  had  known 
a  case  for  £19  adjourned    four    times- 
owing  to  the  Court  being  crowded  with 
work.      It  was  said  that  all   solicitors 
were  in  favour  of  the  Bill  because  they 
practised  in  the  County  Court,  and  that 
all     barristers     were    against    the    Bill 
because  it  would  diminish  their  practice. 
He    was    against    all    such    calumnious 
objections.      This    was    a    matter    that 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  from  the  point 
of  view  of  those  who  most  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  commercial  classes.    Of 
course    the  commercial  classes  were  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.    They  wanted  to  get 
a  Court  to  decid<5  more  expeditiously  than 
the  High  Court  in  the  suits  in  which 
they  were  interested,  and  it  was  to  them 
a  matter    of  little   concern    that    small 
suitors  should  be  put  to  inconvenience, 
delay,  or  expense.     It  was,  he  thought,. 
i  the  business  of  this  House  to  see  Uiat 
that  result  did  not  happen.     They  had 
been  told  that  the  Bill  was  not  workable,, 
and  that  there  would    be  considerable 
congestion  of   business    in    the  Courts.. 
The  poor  man  would  be  put  to  consider- 
able diflficulty,  and  he  would  only  have- 
the  consolation  that    those  who  might 
have  gone  to  the  High  Court  would  gain 
an  advantage  from  a  system  of  jurisdic- 
tion which  was  originally  intended  and 
principally    suited   for    small    business. 
If  they  set  up  the  system  proposed  by 
this  Bill  they  would  crowd  out  the  poorer 
litigants  for  whom  the  County  Couitff 
were  originally  intended.    Under  these 
circumstances  he  should  feel  it  to  be  hi» 
duty  to  give  his  vote  against  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  that  in  view  of  the  remarks  mad© 
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by  the  Solicitor-General  when  the  Bill 
was  under  discussion  last  week  he  now 
proposed  to  make  a  Motion  which  at  all 
•events  would  enable  the  House  to  discuss 
whether  or  not  proper  machinery  should 
be  provided  for  the  carrying  out  of  this 
Bill.  It  had  been  contended  with  great 
truth  that  the  County  Court  Judges  at 
the  pi«sent  time  had  sufficient  work  to 
do — there  were  no  doubt  oases  in  which 
they  could  well  do  more — and  that  the 
«xtra  work  entailed  upon  them  bythis  Bill 
was  greater  than  they  would  have  time 
to  perform.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
County  Court  Judges  could  undertake 
more  work  in  the  country  districts,  but 
in  the  large  centres  they  could  not  do 
«o.  It  was  obvious  that  provision  must 
be  made  to  enable  the  County  Courts  to 
■carry  out  the  extra  work  which  the  Bill 
would  entail.  If  he  could  prove  that,  he 
submitted  that  he  should  have  made  out 
■an  overwhelming  case  for  this  House 
considering  how  the  Bill  was  to  be  carried 
out.  In  regard  to  the  general  principle 
of  the  Bill,  if  they  were  going  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  County  Court  juris- 
diction the  whole  system  had  to  be 
reconsidered.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
<the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  sud 
last  week  that  when  the  Act  was  passed 
in  1888  there  was  a  demand  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  whole  system. 
Let  them  be  logical,  and  revise  the  whole 
system,  and  not  make  (he  present  system 
more  unworkable  than  it  was.  They 
had  been  told  by  the  Attorney-General 
that  that  was  what  this  Bill  would  do. 
The  Bill  proposed  to  raise  the  limit  from 
£50  to  £100,  and  it  incidentally  dealt 
with  the  question  of  the  costs  of  those 
actions.  He  was  surprised  that  his  hon. 
friend  in  charge  of  the  Bill  should  take 
up  the  position  he  had  done  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  costs.  By  increasing 
the  limit  they  were  increasing  the  number 
•of  cases  where  the  plaintiff  would  not 
get  his  costs.  The  whole  support  of  the 
Bill  was  based  on  the  assumption  that 
there  would  be  a  greater  demand  for 
<k)unty  Court  work,  and  if  they  were 
going  to  compel  people  to  go  into  the 
-County  Courts  they  were  penalising  the 
plaintiffs  in  successful  actions,  because  if 
they  went  into  the  High  Court  with 
■cases  up  to  £100  their  expenses  would 
be  allowed.  He  understood  that  the 
Mr.  GaUovxiy. 


County  Court  costs  which  were  allowed 
were  very  meagre  as  compared  with 
other  costs.  A  Return  laid  before  the 
House  showed  that  last  year  there  were 
799,930  cases  decided  by  the  County 
Court  Judges  and  that  only  10,738  were 
decided  in  favour  of  the  defendants. 
That  was  one  in  eighty.  That  showed 
that  this  Bill  was  going  to  work  very 
unfairly  to  the  very  persons  whom  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
protect.  That  might  be  a  small  point, 
but  it  was  one  his  hon.  friend  should 
consider  more  seriously  than  he  had  done, 
and  he  should  put  some  provision  in  the 
Bill  whereby  successful  litigants  should 
not  be  penalised. 

It  was  a  peculiar  fact  that  the 
work  in  the  County  Courts  increased 
when  trade  was  good,  and  that  there 
were  fewer  cases  when  tracje  was 
diminishing.  There  was  a  large  diminu- 
tion between  1880  and  1884  which,  as 
was  well  known,  was  a  period  of  more  or 
less  prosperity.  But  since  then  there 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
work  in  every  respect,  and  last  year 
showed  the  largest  increase  in  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  the  County  Courts  that 
had  taken  place  since  they  were  first 
established.  The  House  was  well  aware 
that  cases  could  be  entered  for  over  £50 
by  agreement  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned. In  the  period  between  1876  and 
1880  there  were  only  403  of  such  cases, 
but  in  the  period  from  1897  to  1901 
there  were  1,604.  Of  course  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill  would  assume  that  that 
was  a  sign  that  there  was  a  desire  for  the 
Bill,  but  surely  if  it  was  so,  proper  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  enable  the  Courts 
to  carry  out  the  work.  If  they  passed 
the  Bill  and  placed  this  extra  work  on 
the  County  Courts  they  must  increase 
the  staff.  He  did  not  say  that  at  present 
they  were  overworkeu,  but  they  were  fully 
worked.  The  offices  were  none  too  big 
for  the  work  that  had  to  be  carried  out 
at  present.  It  might  be  argued  that  the 
County  Court  Judges  were  paid  8uffi> 
ciently  at  present  for  any  extra  work 
which  would  fall  upon  them  under  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  think  that  was  really 
10,  and  if  extra  work  were  put  upon 
them  they  would  have  to  get  extra  pay. 
Cheap  labour  in  any  form  was  generally 
not  very  satisfactory,  and,  therefore,  the 
£1,500  a  year  which  was  given  to  a 
County  Court  Judge  with  no    pencion. 
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except  in  cases  of  ill-health,  would  have 
to  bis  increased  if  thej  gave  him  extra 
work.  If  more  work  was  going  to  be 
given  to  these  County  Court  Judges  than 
they  could  do,  then  assistance  must  be 
also  given  them.  And  that  would  cost 
money;  but  there  was  no  provision  in 
the  Bill  for  this  extra  cost.  A  great  deal 
more  work  had  been  put  on  the  County 
Court  Judges  on  account  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act.  A  very  inter- 
esting Return  was  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  on  25th  March  last,  which 
showed  that  during  the  year  1901  the 
total  number  of  cases  brought  into  the 
County  Courts  under  that  Act  was  1,918 
compared  with  1,636  in  the  previous 
year.  And  the  number  of  cases  brought 
under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act  was 
590,  being  a  small  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  It  might,  of  course,  be 
ai^ued  that  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  had  brought  more  work  to  the 
County  Courts  on  account  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  drafting  of  that  Act,  and 
the  many  questions  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  County  Courts  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  That  might  be  true 
in  regard  to  law,  but  his  experience  was 
that  where  the  employer  disputed  a 
claim — which  a  good  employer  never  did 
on  a  question  of  law,  because  he  would 
have  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  higher 
Court — on  a  question  of  amount  they 
would  still  go  into  the  County  Court. 
Therefore  he  was  going  to  move  that  the 
Bill  should  be  recommitted  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  new  clause  to  providefor  the  addi- 
tional expense  that  would  be  incurred. 

It  might  be  contended  that  the  Motion 
which  he  had  put  down  on  the  Paper 
was  not  the  proper  way  of  carrying  out 
his  purpose.  But  no  private  Member 
could  move  a  Motion  which  would  make 
a  charge  on  the  public  funds.  The 
County  Court  Judges  were  paid  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  impossible  for  him  to  put  down 
a  charge  on  that  Fund.  Therefore 
the  only  thing  he  could  do  was  to  put 
the  charge  on  the  county  rate.  He  ad- 
mitted frankly,  that  such  a  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  matter  was  not  the  right 
way;  but  he  must  do  it  somehow.  He 
hoped  that  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Attorney-General  would  move  the  omis- 
sion of  those  words  in  his  Amendment, 
and  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility 


of  providing  the  necessary  costs.  It 
might  also  be  argued  that  all  that  was 
necessary  to  be  done  could  be  accomplished 
by  an  Order  in  Council.  But  that  would 
involve  a  new  clause.  His  reply  to  that 
was  that  the  new  clause  could  be  put  in 
in  another  place.  He  thought  that  this- 
House  was  not  doing  its  duty  when  it 
allowed  a  Bill  to  pass  which,  it  was 
within  their  knowledge,  would  be  un- 
workable ;  and  leave  it  to  another  place 
to  make  it  workable.  It  was  the  duty  of 
this  House  to  consider  properly  that  such 
Bills  as  were  sent  to  another  place  should 
be  in  such  a  state  that  they  were  likely 
to  receive  approval  there.  He  hoped  that 
his  right  hon.  friend,  if  he  could  not 
agree  to  his  proposed  new  clause,  would 
sanction  the  re-committal  of  the  Bill.  If 
the  Government  thought  that  this  Bill 
was  a  desirable  Bill  to  be  passed  ;  if  they 
thought  that  it  would  facilitate  the 
mercantile  community  in  carrying  on. 
their  commerce  ;  if  they  thought  that  the 
County  Courts  should  be  made  more  use 
of,  and  that  that  would  be  of  general 
benefit  to  the  community,  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  see  that  proper  provision 
was  made  for  carrying  it  out.  If  they- 
did  not  think  that  tne  plan  he  had' 
suggested  was  the  proper  way  to  carry 
out  the  object  they  had  in  view,  his  hon. 
friend  was  bound  to  support  the  re- 
committal of  the  Bill.  He  begged  to- 
move. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) said  that  after  the  weighty  and 
exhaustive  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House  in  explaining  why  he  supported 
the  Motion  just  made.  The  main  point 
of  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend  was  one 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  presented  in- 
superable difficulty  to  those  concerned  in 
passing  this  Bill.  In  fact,  it  was  un- 
answerable. The  work  of  the  County 
Courts  was  already  congested ;  their  time 
was  already  fully  occupied ;  and  it  had, 
of  late,  been  increased  by  the  growing 
complexity  of  modem  life,  l^w,  no 
provision  had  been  made  in  the  Bill  to  do 
this  work  by  improved  machinery;  and 
unless  some  such  provision  was  made,  it 
was  perfectly  obvious  that  it  would  be 
unfair  not  only  to  the  classes  of  people 
at  present  included  in  the  Bill,  but  to 
the  classes  proposed  to  be  included.     The 
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poorer  class  of  litigants  would  find  their 
business  delayed,  because  the  time  of  the 
•County  Courts  would  be  occupied  with 
that  of  the  more  important  clients ;  while 
the  decision  of  the  cases  of  the  latter 
•class  would  be  delayed  by  the  considera- 
tion of  the  cases  of  the  poorer  class.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  unfair  to  each  of 
these  classes  separately,  and  the  conjunc- 
tion of  the  unfairness  to  the  two  classes 
would  aggravate  the  evil.  Under  these 
-circumstances  he  had  much  pleasure  in 
^seconding  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 

'be'    and  add  the    words  'recommitted  to  a 

•Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  respect  of  a 

Oallotoay.) 


(Increase    of    Courts).  " — (Mr. 


Question  proposed, 
proposed  to  be  left 
"the  Question." 


"That  the  words 
out  stand  part  of 


Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
S.)  said  that  no  one  could  find  fault  with 
his  hon.  friend  for  the  temper  and  ability 
with  which  he  had  stated  his  case  against 
the  Bill.  But  there  were  two  points  on 
which  he  was  disposed  to  differ  from  his 
hon.  friend.  His  hon.  friend  protested 
against  doing  anything  in  a  hurry.  He 
•  quite  agreed;  and  if  the  hon.   Member  i  £^ndon  for 


and  was  registrar  of  a   County  Court  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  during  that 
time  it  was  his  business  to  try  to  become 
acquainted    with   the   matter.       In    his 
experience     the     County     Courts    had 
served    a   great    purpose    both    in    the 
interests  of  the  poor  and  of  the  commercial 
community.     Nine  hundred  and   ninety- 
nine  out  oE  every  thousand  cases  passing 
through  County   Courts   involved   small 
amounts,  and  were  practically  not  hear<l 
at  all.    They  were  practically  undefended 
cases.     He  himself  disposed  of   700  or 
800  of  such  cases,  each  involving  only 
one  minute's  consideration,  in  a  day.     A 
great  fact  in  the  history  of  County  Courts 
was  that  it  had  been  the  policy  of  Parlia- 
ment, eversince  1847,  to  gradually  increase 
their  jurisdiction.     The  jurisdiction  was 
increased  from  £20  to  £50,  and  at  that 
time  the  same  arguments  wore  employed 
against  the  proposal  which  had  now  been 
amply  shown  to  be  fallacious.     In  one 
form  or  another  Parliament  had  placed 
on  the  County  Court  duties  which  they 
admirably  fulfilled,  as  a  rule.     Figure-* 
showed  that  the  smaller  cases  had  not 
been  neglected.     Equally,  cases  involving 
commercial  questions  had  been  decided  at 
infinitely  less  cost  though  not  without 
proper    remuneration    to  solicitors    and 
others,  the  cost  being  less  because  wit- 
nesses had  not  to  be  taken  to  linger  in 
days   and  days.      The  wit- 


had  been  helping  them  at  an  early  stage    nesses  were  on  the  spot,  and  the   local 


of  the  Bill  they  would  have  been  less 
open  to  the  charge  of  exhibiting  undue 
haste.  The  Bill  passed  its  Second  Read- 
ing without  a  division ;  it  went  through 
Committee  without  a  division;  and  on 
the  Report  stage  there  was  one  division 
-on  an  Amendment  which  was  defeated 
by  197  to  52.  His  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham  said  that  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  was 
unanswerable. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said 
he  did  not  allege  that  the  speech  was  un- 
answerable, but  that  if  it  was  not  un- 
answerable it  would  have  to  be  answered. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  he  could 
only  attempt  to  answer  it  on  the  point 
raised  by  uie  hon.  Member.  He  might 
point  to  an  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  who 
had  himself  been  a  County  Court 
Judge,  and  who  had  given  an  unswerving 
support  to  this  Bill  He  himself  had 
been  a  practitioner  in  the  County  Court, 

Mr.  Winston  ChurchiU. 


administration  of  justice  was  in  evidence. 
His  hon.  friend  had  appealed  to  the  law 
oflScers  of  the  Crown  to  make  this  Bill  a 
workable  measure.  From  the  first 
moment  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
they  had  begged  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  to  state  where  it  was  not  workable, 
an<l  to  help  to  provide  the  necessary 
machinery ;  and  though  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Attorney-General  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  take  up  a  more  or 
less  neutral  position  in  connection  with 
the  Bill,  he  was  sure  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  knowledge  of  Scottish 
procedure  must  have  satisfied  him  that 
there  was  a  case  even  for  unlimited  juris- 
diction with,  of  course,  the  right  of 
removal.  The  only  question  in  the 
Committee  was  whether  the  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  £500  instead  of  £100,  and 
the  £100  was  ultimately  adopted  in  great 
measure  as  a  compromise.  He  hoped  in 
another  place  the  Government  would 
supply  any  deficiencies  that  might  exist, 
although  he  himself  did  not  admit  any. 
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Up  to  the  present  that  had  not  been  the 
attitude  of  the  Grovernment.  The  attitude 
of  the  Grovemment,  as  expressed  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  connection  with  this 
reform,  was  to  object  to  the  principle  of 
the  extension  of  jurisdiction.  In  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  and  elsewhere  they 
had  tried  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Government.  His  right  hon.  friend  and 
himself  introduced  a  Bill  of  numerous 
clauses  with  adequate  machinery,  and  he 
had  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Chancellor 
'written  in  1898  in  which  he  stated  that 
if  the  occasion  should  arrive  for  discussing 
the  subject  with  a  view  to  legislation,  his 
Lordship  would  consider  the  question  of 
receiving  a  deputation.  He  had  also  a 
letter  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  which 
he  objected  entirely  to  the  extension  of 
jurisdiction.  The  House  of  Commons 
had,  however,  decided  otherwise  and  had 
emphatically  approved  the  feeling  in  the 
country  that  local  Courts  should  have  ex- 
tended jurisdiction. 

Where  was  the  lack  of  machinery  1 
Was  it  a  question  of  expenditure  )  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  had  frequently  stated  that 
money  could  be  obtained  through  the  Esti- 
mates without  the  necessity  for  legislation 
St  all.  The  Treasury  would  take  the  fees ; 
And  if  the  fees  were  too  high  the  ruling 
-Committee  of  Judges  could  alter  them. 
If  the  Ti-easury  took  the  fees  then  the 
Treasury  was  bound  to  provide  the  neces- 
-sary  machinery.  Then  his  hon.  friend 
referred  to  the  necessity  for  buildings. 
There  was  no  necessitj'  for  that.  Every 
locality  was  bound  to  place  the  town  hall 
or  the  parish  hall  at  the  disposal  of  a 
■County  Court  Judge;  and  the  vast  increase 
in  cities  and  parishes  of  local  government 
provided  ample  accommodation  without 
the  necessity  of  spending  a  penny  on 
Courts.  Take  the  Westminster  County 
Court  district.  Both  the  present  town 
hall  and  the  Cazton  Hall  would  be  avail- 
jible.  There  was  no  need  for  any 
expenditure  in  that  direction.  Then  it 
was  said  that  the  Judges  would  be  in- 
adequate for  the  work.  He  had  heard 
^o  many  general  statements  of  that 
character  that  he  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  get  the  actual  figures  with  reference 
to  the  employment  of  Judges.  He  might 
be  allowed  to  state,  with  a  large  ex- 
perience, that  there  might  be  exceptions 
which  were  difficult  to  deal  with  among 
^County  Court  Judges;    but  there  were 


other  Judges  equally  difficult  to  deal  with, 
and  not  at  all  more  competent.  What 
was  required  was  really  a  redistribution 
of  the  work.  There  was  power  by  Order 
in  Council  to  alter  the  time  and  place 
where  the  Court  sat  and  to  provide 
additional  assistance,  either  an  ad- 
ditional Judge  or  an  additional 
registrar.  He  was  not  impeaching  the 
devotion  to  duty  displayed  by  the 
Judges.  Very  much  the  contrary,  but 
he  found  that  in  the  Metropolis,  out  of 
say  300  available  working  days,  the 
average  number  of  sittings  was  171. 
In  the  country  the  average  number  of 
sittings  was  only  146,  and  it  was  quite 
evident  that  if  the  average  was  only 
146,  there  must  have  been  many 
cases  in  which  the  number  of  sittings 
was  below  that.  That  showed  that  it 
was  redistribution  and  re-arrangement 
that  was  wanted,  and  that  could  be  done 
without  the  necessity  for  legislation. 

His  hon.  friend  also  referred  to  the 
question  of  remuneration.  He  thought 
that  underpaid  judicial  work  was  as  bad 
and  as  disadvantageous  as  any  other 
underpaid  work,  and  he  quite  agreed 
that  if  as  the  result  of  experience  there 
was  undue  pressure  on  any  Court, 
it  would  have  to  be  redressed.  But 
surely  they  might  ask  for  experience 
first  as  to  how  far  the  existing  margin 
would  be  available.  His  hon.  friend 
said  that  there  would  be  no  pension. 
That  was  not  correct  practically,  because, 
if  the  Judge  were  permanently  disabled, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  could  grant  him 
two-thirds  of  his  salary,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  happened.  He  quite  agreed 
that  in  some  cases,  but  by  no  means  in 
all,  certainly  not  in  cases  where  the 
Judges  were  under-worked,  there  might 
be  a  claim  for  remuneration,  and  that 
claim  would  have  to  be  attended  to.  If 
it  were  a  question  of  too  high  fees,  the 
Committee  of  the  Judges  with  the 
Treasury  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  could 
reduce  them,  and  if  it  were  a  question 
of  unequal  work  that  could  be  remedied 
by  redistribution.  He  quite  admitted 
that  if  an  increase  of  work  fell  upon  the 
Judges,  they  would  have  an  equitable 
claim  to  consideration.  At  present  there 
was  a  great  stagnation  of  justice  in 
consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
secuting cases  involving  only  £100  in  the 
High  Courts.  That  was  a  most  costly 
and      unwise     proceeding     which      no 
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solicitor  would  advise,  unless  the  ques  i  pressed  by  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
tion  of  principle  was  involved.  |  was  entirely  in  accord  with  that 
Adequate  machinery  could  be  provided  i  opinion.  The  other  branch  of  the 
if  the  Government  would  only  help.  '  profession,  of  which  he  himself  had  the 
The  reform  proposed  in  the  Bill  was  honour  of  being  a  member,  showed 
supported  by  the  whole  commercial  com- i  divided  opinion.  At  the  present  time 
munity.  It  affected  the  administration  common  law  cases  involving  over  £50 
of  justice  in  this  country,  and  it  would  could  be  remitted  to  the  County  Courts, 
remove  a  great  sense  of  injustice  owing  and  cases  involving  larger  amounts 
to  the  cost  of  prosecuting  cases  in  the  [  could  be  remitted  under  certain  technical 


High  Courts.  On  those  grounds  he 
hoped  that  the  House  would  re-aflSrm 
the  principle  that  there  was  need  for 
legislation,  and  that  all  the  suggested 
Amendments  were  corollary  to  the 
passage  of  the  measure ;  and  if 
experience  justified  it,  they  would 
follow  as  incidents  of  a  Bill  which  he 
believed  to  be  a  large  step  in  the 
direction  of  law  and  reform. 

*Mr.    duke    (Plymouth)    said     he 
desired  to  inform  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the   Attorney  -  General  that,    as 
far  as  he  was  aware,   commercial  men 
looked    with    a  great  deal   of    anxiety 
to  the  attitude  which  the  Government 
had  adopted  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
There  was  a  sense  of  injustice  and   of 
wrong  which,  if  not  removed  by  this 
Bill  or    some  other    Bill,   would   very 
formidably  react  against  those  who  were 
responsible    for    its    continuance.       He 
coidd  assure  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
that  commercial  men  did  not  think  that 
on   a    question    of     this    kind   it    was 
sufficient  for  the  Government  to  main- 
tain  a  policy   of   splendid  detachment ' 
and    inaction.      It    was    a    matter  in 
which  settled  convictions  were  expected, 
and  if  they  were  not   found   the    res- 
ponsibility   for     not    possessing    them 
would  not   be  regarded  as  insignificant. 
It  had  never  been  denied,  it  could  not 
be  denied,  that  the  commercial  commun- 
ity of  this  country,  to  the  well   being 
of  which  they  attached  so  much  conse- 
quence, was   practically  unanimous    in 
its  dissatisfaction  at  the  present  mode 
of  dealing  with  a  certain  class  of  actions 
at  law.    Chambers  of  Commerce  were 
unanimous  in  the  matter  ever  since  he 
had  known  anything  about  them,  now 
some  twenty  years.     One  branch  ot  the 
legal  profession  which  was  in  direct  con- 
tact with  litigants  in  this  country,  and 
which  was  to  a  great  extent  responsible 
for   the  opinions    which   had   been  ex- 

Sir  Albert  Rollit. 


restrictions.      The   average   number  of 
cases  remitted  by  consent  between  187& 
and  1880  was  about  400,  but  bet  ween  189r 
and   1901    the  average   was  16,004   per 
annum.    That  showed  that  at  any  rate  ia 
the  great  centres  of  population  there  was 
absolute   confidence  in   the  capacity  of 
County  Court  Judges  to  deal  with  that 
class  of  action.     There  was  also  power 
in   a   district  registry   and  the  centra) 
office  in  the  High  Court  to  remit  to  the 
County  Court  Judges    other    common 
law    actions    not    limited    in    amount 
to  £100.    In  the  last  year  for  which 
there  were  statistics  16,000  such  actions 
were    remitted,   2,000    being  from  th« 
Metropolitan    County  Courts,  and  the 
County    Courts  of    Birmingham,   Man- 
cheater,  Liverpool,  Cardiff,  and  Brighton. 
That    showed    that    there   was    great 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  litigants  to  have 
their  litigation  disposed  of  as  near   as 
possible    to   their  own   residences    and 
with  reaaonable  cheapness.    He  did  not 
see  how  it  could  be  seriously  suggested 
m   the  face  of  those  facts  that  the  de- 
mand of  the  representatives  of  the  com- 
mercial community   did  not  disclose  a 
real  evil  which  should  be  dealt  with.    To 
his  mind  it   was  not  enough,    and   he 
spoke  with  all  respect,  that  the  Govern- 
ment, charged  with  the  administration 
of  justice  as  one  of  the  first  concerns  of 
a  civilised  community,  should  merely  say 
with    refeience   to   a  measure  of    this 
kind  that  it  would  not  do.    This  was  not 
a  competition  upon  a  prize  puzzle.      Re- 
form  of  the    administration  of   justice 
should  not  be  settled  by  a  sort  of  guessing 
competition.    It  was  not  enough  to  say 
to  the  competitors  "  You  are  wrong." 
Somebody  was  responsible  in  the  matter, 
and  he  hoped  the  question  would  not  be 
looked  uponentirely  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  imperfections  of  the  present  Bill. 

For  his  part,  he  believed  that  this  Bill 
in   its  present  form   would   practically- 
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wreck  the  ancient    system  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  civil  justice  inthis  country, 
by   the  trial  of  causes  on  the  Circuits, 
-and  he  looked  at  the  prospect  with  some- 
thing like  dismay.     For  the  greater  part 
of  his  working  Ufe  he  had  been  engaged  in 
attempting  to  help  in  the  administration 
•of  justice,  and  he  might  be  pardoned  if 
he  felt  concern  at  any  such  prospect.  But 
this  country  did  not  exist  for  the  sake 
of  the  judicial  system  or  the  legal  pro- 
fession.     They    existed    to    meet    the 
necessities  of  the  country.     The  great ' 
question  he  should  like  to  see  debated ' 
was  what  ought  to  be  done  with  an  ad- 1 
mitted  administrative  evil     It  was  also  { 
said  that    this    Bill    would   wreck   the  j 
County  Court  system.    He  thought  there  > 
was    risk  of  that.      It   should    be    re- 
membered that   50,000  actions  passed 
through  these  Courts  every  year.    They  j 
were  actions  of  little  people  who  came 
into  Court  very  frequently  from  their ' 
work,  and  to  whom  it  was  a  very  serious  i 
question  whether  they  lost  half  a  day's 
work  or  perhaps  a  day's  work.     Dozens, 
sometimes   scores,  of    such    cases   were 
disposed    of     in     the    course     of     the 
dxy,  usually  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
litigants.    It  was  a  very  serious  matter 
to     those     poor     people     whether     a 
«hange    of    procedure    in    the  judicial 
forum  established  to  deal  with  disputes 
which  a£fected  their  social  life  and  in- . 
tcrest  as  vitally  as  the  great  disputes  of  ] 
commercial  men  affected  theirs,  should 
result  in  the  denial  of  justice  to  them. 
What  would   happen  under  this   Bill  t 
At  the  present  time,  and  he  believed  any 
hon.  Member  who  had  practical  experi- 
«nce  in  the  administration  of  the  law 
would  agree,  any  case  which  had  any- 
thing in  it  would  practically  occupy  a 
working     day.     Some    cases     occupied 
three  or  four  days,  and  he  had  known 
cases  adjourned  from  sitting  to  sitting 
and  which  ultimately  had  to  be  heard  in 
instalments  of  one  day  at  a  time  until 
the  inconvenience  disgusted  the  suitors. 
The  serious  question   with    regard    to 
County  Court  jurisdiction  was  whether 
Parliament  would  put  on  County  Court  | 
Judges  who  were  created  to  act  as  Judges 
of   small  debt  Courts  in   this  country 
«ases  which  would  occupy  days  to  the 
interruption  of  the  business  for  which  the 
Court  was  created.    As  the  representa- 
tive of  a  commercial   constituency  he 
VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Seriks.] 


regarded  the  interests  of  the  community 
with  great  concern,  but  in  the  fornt 
in  which  it  was  now  the  Bill  would 
be  a  mockery  both  for  suitors  in  the 
High  Court  and  suitors  in  the  County 
Court.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  who  had  very  great  experi- 
ence on  the  subject,  and  who  stated  that 
for  years  the  commercial  community  had 
been  trying  to  have  steps  taken  to  have 
disputes  for  moderate  amounts  settled 
in  the  County  Courts  and  that  they  were 
supported  by  every  newspaper  of  stand- 
ing in  the  country.  His  correspondent 
added  that  the  present  circuit  system 
was  practically  moribund,  that  many 
actions  were  remitted  to  the  County 
Court,  with  the  result  that  "the 
proper  business  of  those  Courts  is 
blocked  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
Judges  more  than  doubled."  That  was 
the  statement  of  a  man  who  knew  th.^ 
facts  as  well,  and  perhaps  better,  than 
any  other  man  in  this  country.  In  his 
opinion  it  would   not  be  proper  on  the 

girt  of  the  Government  to  permit  this 
ill  to  be  passed  in  a  form  in  which 
it  would  prevent  County  Courts  from 
discharging  to  a  great  extent  the  special 
work  they  were  established  to  discharge. 
With  regard  to  the  Assize  system, 
statistics  showed  that  at  the  present 
time  the  bulk  of  the  business  was 
concerned  with  cases  between  £50  and 
£100  and  if  an  average  were  taken  it 
would  be  found  that  the  amount  involved 
in  the  majority  of  such  cases  was  nearer 
£50  than  £100.  In  some  towns  the 
Assizes  wore  little  more  than  a  solemn 
pageant.  There  were  two  Assize  towns 
in  the  country  where  since  1889  the 
combined  number  of  cases  totalled 
three.  That  was  a  very  serious  matter. 
There  was  a  yearly  increasing  resort  to 
the  County  Courts,  whereas  the  ancient 
forum  of  justice  was  substantially  deserted. 
It  showed  a  condition  of  things 
to  which  it  was  not  possible  that  any 
Government  should  be  indifferent.  A 
good  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
attitude  of  solicitors  and  of  the  bar.  At 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  bar,  on 
the  Motion  of  Sir  Edward  Clarke  this 
Bill  was  criticised  but  no  veto  was  put 
upon  it.  It  was  criticised  because  of  its 
defects  and  the  absolute  absence  of 
machinery.  He  would  respectfully  urge 
the  Government  to  deal  with  this 
question  as  a  practical  question.  He 
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hoped  that  the  attention  which  this 
Bill  had  evoked  would  hare  the  effect  of 
introducing  some  prospect  of  an  early 
change  in  the  judicial  system  such  as 
would  enable  the  County  Courts  to  be 
utilised  as  far  as  they  could,  but  which 
would,  at  any  rate,  provide  a  forum  in 
the  great  towns  in  connection  with  the 
High  Court  which  would  satisfy  the 
demand  of  the  commercial  community 
of  the  country.  Although  he  thought 
that  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it 
stood  would  have  a  mischievous  effect 
on  the  judicial  system  he  could  not  vote 
against  the  Third  Beading  because  he 
regarded  it  as  a  protest  against  a  policy 
of  inaction  in  face  of  a  serious  and 
reasonable  public  demand. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  just 
announced  his  intention  of  voting  for 
the  Bill  although  he  regarded  it  as  an 
impossible  measure  and  one  which, 
if  it  became  law,  would  wreck  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  not  only  in  the  High 
Court  but  in  the  County  Court. 

*Mr.  duke  :  I  said  I  should  not  vote 
against  the  Bill. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  thought  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  went 
further.  Undoubtedly  the  circum- 
stances were  very  peculiar,  for  they  had 
one  Member  moving  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill  to  insert  a  clause  which  he 
knew  to  be  impossible,  and  another 
declining  to  vote  against  the  Third 
Reading,  though  he  beh'eved  it  would 
wreck  the  judicial  administration  of  the 
country.  The  only  question  before  the 
House  concerned  the  merits  of  this 
particular  Bill,  and  he  could  not  accept 
the  invitation  to  enter  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  whole  question  of  the 
judicial  arrangements  of  the  country. 
It  was  said  that  Chambers  of  Commerce 
throughout  the  country  were  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  But  there  was  one  im- 
portant exception  to  the  approval  of  the 
Bill  by  the  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
Liverpool  had  passed  a  Resolution 
against  it. 

Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington)  said  Liverpool  bad  two 
County  Court  Judges. 

Mr.  Duke. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  other 
large  towns  and  cities  also  had  local 
Courts  of  their  own.  He  considered  that 
the  opinion  of  Liverpool  in  any  case  wa» 
entitled  to  weight ;  and  he  thought  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  who  had 
petitioned  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  intended 
rather  to  express  a  general  aspiration 
to  have  an  extension  of  County  Court 
jurisdiction  than  an  opinion  on  th» 
merits  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  that, 
with  the  one  exception  referred  to  by 
the  Attorney-General,  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  had  petitioned  in  favour  of 
the  Bill. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  wa» 
afraid  that  they  did  not  fvilly  appreciate 
the  effect  the  Bill  would  have  in  penal- 
ising those  who  might  desire  to  bring 
actions  into  the  High  Court,  and  who 
might  fail  to  obtain  High  Court  costs  i£ 
the  amount  could  have  been  recovered 
in  the  County  Courts.  There  was  a 
means  under  Order  14  by  which, 
summary  procedure  could  be  obtained 
in  the  High  Court  in  cases  in  which 
there  was  no  real  defence,  and  there  wa» 
a  danger  that  if  this  BiU  were  carried 
High  Court  costs  would  be  withheld. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  that  if 
judgment  was  obtained  under  Order 
14  full  costs  were  now  recoverable. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  this  did 
not  affect  his  observation  that,  if  it  irere 
made  possible  to  obtain  judgment  for 
sums  up  to  £100  in  County  Courts,  th» 
High  Court  costs  might  not  be  giveiu 
This  Bill,  in  any  case,  wouU  seriously  in- 
jure the  County  Court  system,  although 
he  was  not  prepared  to  go  quite  so  far 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Plymouth,  who  said  the  Bill  wa» 
calculated  to  wreck  the  whole  system  of 
the  administration  of  justice.  A  Goun^ 
Court  Judge,  of  great  experience  and 
ability,  assured  him  that  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  on  the  working  of  the  County 
Court  system  in  the  Metropolis  would  be 
most  serious.  The  County  Courts  were 
introduced  as  Courts  for  the  recovery  of 
small  debts.  If  other  actions,  involving 
a  prolonged  hearing,  were  admitted,  there 
would  be  serious  interference  with   that 
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work.  There  was  a  danger  of  over- 
atraitung  the  machine.  If  such  a 
change  were  to  be  contemidated  by  the 
Grovemment  it  would  be  necessary  to 
see  what  additions  to  the  judgeships,  the 
office  staffs,  and  the  building  accom- 
modation were  necessary.  The  country 
could  not  be  committed  to  the  additional 
expenditure  thus  involved  without  in 
quiry  and  a  well-considered  plan.  It 
would  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this 
measure  dealt  only  with  a  very  small 
part  of  a  large  subject ;  and  he  was  not 
at  all  surprised  that  the  Treasury  had 
not  given  authority  for  incurring  expen- 
diture in  the  promotion  of  such  a 
meagure  as  this,  which,  however  well 
meant,  did  not  and  could  not  deal  with 
the  whole  subject.  He  was  unable  to 
vote  for  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South-West  Manchester  because  he 
looked  on  it  as  quit.-  as  unworkable  as 
the  Bill  itself. 

*SiB    HENRY    FOWLER    (Wolver- 
hampton K)  said  there  was  something 
about  the  debate  which   was  altogether 
outside  the  Bill  under  discussion.    When 
speeches  were  delivered  in  such  a  debate 
by  some  of  the  most  distinguished   of 
the  vounger  Members  of  the  House  who, 
while  they  might  have  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance with  many  things,   had   very  little 
acquaintance  with  the  administration  of 
justice,  but  felt  very  strongly  about  other 
sols.    Members   generally    might    per- 
haps form  their  own  conclusions.   With- 
out further  alluding  to  that   point,  he 
would    turn   to    the    speech     of     the 
Attorney-General,  which  he  was  bound 
to    say    he    did    not    understand.    He 
altogether  denied  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  that  the  Bill 
was  unworkable  and  would  break  down 
for     want     of      neces-sary     additional 
machinery.      There  was  no  necessity  to 
appoint  any  additional  Judges.     There 
were  at  present  fifty-nine  County  Cburt 
Judges,  and  the  Act  of  1888  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  sixty.  What  was  really 
wanted  was  a  redistribution  of   judicial 
work.     On  that  point  he  would  have  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  figures, 
espedally  ofterthe  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South-West  Manchester,  who  had 
spoken  almost  with  tears  of  theenormous 
amount  of  work  performed  in  the  district 
with    which    he   was    most     familiar. 


There  was  a  district  in  Lancashire  in 
which  only  five  Courts  were  held.  What 
were  the  figures  concerning  that  district 
last  year)  The  average  number  of  days 
i  a  the  judicial  year  of  a  High  Court  Judge 
was  from  200  to  210.  In  this  district, 
I  which  included  the  towns  of  Bury, 
Bolton,  Oldham,  Rochdale,  and  Wigan, 
there  were  only  146  sittings  in  the 
year  before  the  Judge.  How  could  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Judges  be  asked 
for  under  such  circumstances  t  No 
doubt  London  was  isxceptional,  but  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  power  to  transfer 
any  of  the  Judges,  to  redistribute  the 
sittings  as  he  liked,  or  to  take  a  Judge 
from  a  district  where  he  was  not  doing 
sufficient  work  and  add  him  to 
another.  Even  with  the  jurisdiction 
i  extended,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  there  was  any  necessity  to  increase 
the  number  of  County  C/Ourt  Judges. 
Originally,  no  doubt,  these  Courts  were 
instituted  to  take  the  place  of  the  small 
debt  Courts,  but  that  position  had 
long  since  passed  away.  There  were  not 
small  debt  Courts  now.  In  several 
respects  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County 
Courts  had  been  extended  by  the  Act  of 
1888  to  cases  up  to  £500,  and  there  were 
men  sitting  on  the  County  Court  Bench 
who  were  quite  competent  to  sit  in  the 
High  Court,  and  whose  appointment  to 
the  High  Court  would  be  hailed  with 
satisfaction  by  the  public.  Where,  then, 
was  the  machinery  to  break  down  ] 

He  admitted  the  case  of  London  would 
have  to  be  considered  by  itself.  He 
thought  additional  Judges  would  be 
wanted  in  London,  but  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  securing  them.  As  to 
the  buildings,  that  question  would  settle 
itself.  The  judicial  accommodation  pro- 
duced by  the  County  Courts  would  com- 
pare very  favourably  with  the  judicial 
accommodation  provided  for  the  superior 
Goiu*ts  thirty  years  ago.  But  supposing 
these  difficulties  did  exist,  they  could 
be  dealt  with  in  another  place.  The 
House  of  Lords  had  a  form  by  which 
they  dealt  provisionally  for  expenditure, 
and  there  were  in  that  chamber  a  large 
number  of  Judges  and  ex-Judges,  and 
other  eminent  lawyers,  who  coula  remedy 
every  defect  which  had  been  pointed  out. 
He  was  not,  however,  advocating  any  addi- 
tion. He  thought  it  much  better  that  the 
principle  of  the  extended  .jurisdiction 
should  be  affirmed,  and  the  experiment 
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fairly  tried,  before  the  country  was  com- 
mitted to  any  extra    expenditure.     He 
would    certainly    oppose    any    addition 
to  the  judicial  staff  until  the  experiment 
had  been  tested.    Since  1888  and  before 
the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  had 
been  asking  for  this  BUI.     For  years  all 
the  mysterious  delays  attending  private 
Members'  legislation  had  been  suffered, 
but  now  at  last  the  Bill  had  a  chance. 
The  question   was  so  undebatable  that 
the  Measure  passed  its  Second  Reading 
and  through  the  Grand  Committee  with- 
out   a  division,   and    he   had  ventured 
to      say,     perhaps     somewhat     boldly, 
that  it  was  the  duty  ol  the  Attorney- 
General,'  as  the  first  law  officer  of  the 
Crown,    and    the    law    officer    of     the 
House  of  Commons,  under  these  circum- 
stances, if  he  thought  the  Bill  needed 
amending,  to  prepare  clauses  for  the  pur- 
pose.    If  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  not  had  time  he  could  doubtless  have 
obtained  assistance  from  his  two  young 
friends  who  had  taken  so  much  interest  in 
the  debate  and  who  had  shown  such  strik- 
ingability  in  thematter  of  drafting  Amend- 
ments.     But  the  Attorney-General  had 
not  done  so,  although  the  House,  by  an 
immense  majority,  composed  of  all  shades 
of    political  opinion,   had  expressed  its 
desire  that  the  Bill  should  pass.     He 
thought  the  debate  had  now  served  its 
purpose;    having  lasted  an  hour  and  a 
hal^  it  had  paid  sufficient  toll   to  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation.     But  there 
was  something  due  to  the  House  itself, 
and  to  the  commercial  community  out- 
side, and  it  was  with  perfect  confidence 
he  asked  the  House  to  proceed  at  once  to 
read  the  Bill  a  third  time. 

*SlR  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.R)  said  it  was  a  novel  doctrine  to  come 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a 
Bill  should  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Lords 
in  an  imperfect  state  in  order  that  it 
might  be  put  right  there. 


*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER :  I  did  not  say 
it  was  in  an  imperfect  state.  I  do  not 
think  it  is. 

♦Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  rather 
accustomed  to  resent  such  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Lords.  How- 
ever, he  had  come  to  the  House  with  the 
intention  of  seeing  this  Bill  through, 
as  he  had  received  many  communici- 
tions  from  his  constituents  in  favour 
of  the  passage  of  the  Measure.  Addres'H- 
ing  a  lay  intelligence  only  to  the 
question,  he  totally  failed  to  see  the  con- 
stitutional dangers  in  the  way  of  ex- 
tending the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of 
County  Courts  up  to  £100.  In  Scot- 
land the  Sheriff  Courts  dealt  with 
higher  values  with  great  success,  and 
they  wanted  law  as  cheap  as  they  could 
get  it.  To  increase  the  limit  should  be  a 
great  boon  to  a  numerous  class  of  suitors, 
and  he  did  not  know  why  there  should  be 
such  terrible  dangers  as  had  been  pre- 
dicted. He  hoped  the  Attorney-General 
would  vote  for  the  Third  Reading,  and 
not  lead  into  the  division  lobby  a  large 
number  of  hon.  Members  against  the  BuL 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton was  mistaken  in  regard  to  his 
object  in  opposing  the  Bill.  After  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Attorney-General,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
were  not  willing  to  put  in  clauses  to 
make  the  Bill  workable,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment  and 
divide  the  House  on  the  Third  Reading. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  put : 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  160; 
Noes,  10.     (Division  list  No.  133.) 


Agg-Oardner.  JamM  I!ynt« 

Allan,  Kr  William  {CkU€*Aead) 

AUen.CharlesP.  ( Glouc.  ,Htr(md 

Arkwright,  Joha  Stanhope 

Aaber,  Alexander 

Asbt<Hi,  Thomaa  Gair 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Bain,  Colonel  Janies  Robert 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Kenneth  B.  (OhriOeh 

Batibuiy,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Sir  Henry  Fowler. 


AYES. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beanmont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Blnndell,  Colonel  Heniy 

Bond,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Bdinburgh) 

Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tosdinaon 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Bort,  Thomas 

CaldweU,  James 

Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (OUug.) 


Carvill,  Patriok  Geo.  Hamiltoo 
CanaUni,  Richard  Knight 
Chaoning,  Francis  Allston 
Clive,  Captain  Perqr  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E 
Coghill,  Douglas  Han^ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louii 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesss 
OreAn,  Eugene 
Craner,  Williun  Randal 
Orombie,  John  Williai& 
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CroM,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton] 
Daviai,  M.Vanghan   {Oardign 
Uevlin,  Chas.  Hi).maa.y(Galv)ay 
Demur,  John  A.(Invema$-ik.) 
Uonekn,  Captain  A. 
Donghty,  Qeorgs 
Uonghu,  Charles  M.  {Loncu-h) 
Unocao,  J.  HMtings 
Edwards,  Frank 
Emniott,  Alfred 
Eamonde,  Sir  Tbonuw 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidttone) 
Faixell,  James  Patridc 
Fenwjck,  Charles 
Feigu88on,RtHon.SirJ(Afan'r) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehtint 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  C9iiwto]^er 
Fowler,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Heoir 
Fuller,  J.  M.  P. 
Uarfit,  William 
Gladstone,  Bt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard   Daniel  Ford 
6odson,8irAugu8tasFrederick 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Skrewtbury) 
Griffith,  EUia  J. 
GroTea,  James  Orimble 
Garden,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Halsey,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hammond,  John 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayne,  Bt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  das.  H. 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  [Somrtt  E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  Totfham 
Undson,  George  Biokersteth 
Hutchinson.Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Hatton,  Alfred  E.  [MorUy)    . 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 


{26  June  1903} 

Johnstone,  Heywood 
Joioey,  Sir  Jamea 
Jones,  David  B.  {Svxm*ea) 
Jonea,William(Camarvon«AH-e 
Joyce,  Miobael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  Jamsa 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comuxdl) 
LayUnd-Barratt.  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Aetrtmgtcni 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Lei^,  Sir  Joseph 
LodrwDod,  lieat.-Ool.  A.  R 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
London,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Eenna,  Reginald 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  {Burnley) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Artlinz 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Qnj  0. 
MuiTny,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  JolinP  (Gal«>ay,N. 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
CfDohetty,  William 
O'Donrieil,  John  {Mayo,  S.) 
CDoonell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  If.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roteommon,  N.) 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pilkin|^»n,  Lt.-Col.  Richard 
Plati>-Higgrins,  Frederick 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Batti^n,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rea,  Russell 
Reckdtt,  Harold  James 
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Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleaton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
KuiH'iman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Her bertL.  (Cleveland) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shatpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,H.C(iVT<A'm6.7yn«trf« 
Spear.  John  Ward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Saddife) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman-  (Hastingt 
Thomas,  J.  A.  (Otom.,  Ootser) 
Tualmin,  George 
Trevslyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walrond.Rt.  H  ii«ir  W 1 1  liamH. 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Letdt,  8.) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wa8on,Eugene(C^>b»annan> 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
White,  Luke  (Fori,  B.  S.) 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falbirh) 
WilBon,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wood,  James 

Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Terbuigh,  Bobt.  Axmttnaig 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Albert  Rollit  and  Sir 
James  Woodhou^e. 


Adand-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (Zynnifej/w) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greeninck) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 


NOES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J  G .  ( Oxfd  Univ. 
Taylor,  Austin  (Eaet  Toxtetk) 
Welby,Lt.-ColA.C.E.(raM»<o» 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr. 
Winston  Churchill. 


Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

[Third  Reading]. 

Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Mr,  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said 
that  this  Bill  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  his  hon.  friend  was  not  one 
to  which  he  wished  to  offer  any  serious 
opposition.  His  hon.  friend  was  sj 
well  known  for  the  interest  he  took 
in  all  Postal  questions,  and  was  so 
widely  reputed  as  one  of  the  greatest 
authorities  on  these  questions,  that  any 
proposal     he    might     make    must    be 


received  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
attention.  His  hon.  friend  was  fortun- 
ately in  his  place,  and  sU  that  he 
wished  to  do  in  respect  to  the  interest- 
ing proposal  which  his  hon.  friend  had 
made  was  to  ask  him  a  few  questions, 
which  no  doubt  he  would  be  able  to 
answer,  and  remove  from  his  mind  any 
lingering  doubt  he  might  have  as  to 
the  expediency  of  this  .proposal.  His 
hon.  friend  might  perhaps  be  able  to 
explain  why  it  was  necessary  to  have 
such  a  Bill  at  all.  One  would  have 
thought  that  such  a  matter  oould  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  on  his  own  responsilnlity;  and 
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that  it  should  have  been  necessary  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  whose 
business  was  already  so  much  congested, 
with  such  a  Bill,  was  a  serious  reflection 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  public  admimstra- 
tion.     He  supposed   there   were   some 
constitutional  reasons  which  prevented 
the  Postmaster-Oeneral  issuing   Postal 
Orders  for  a  guinea.     He  had  searched 
diligently    for   them,    but    had    found 
none.     He  would  like  to    ask  his  hon. 
friend   how    much    his     proposal    was 
going  to  cost,  because  they  were  bound 
in   these  days  to  scrutinise  with  care 
every  item    of    expenditure.    He    had 
often  thought  that  the  printing  bill  of 
the  country  was  a  matter  for  very  serious 
consideration.    Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  were  spent    on    printing,  and 
any  new  proposal    to  increase  that  ex- 
penditure   must   be  looked    upon   with 
caution.     In  the  next  place  he  wanted 
to  know    where    was  the    Postmaster- 
Qeoerah    One    would    have    imagined 
that,  when  any  measure  like  this,  which 
affected  his  Department,  came  before  the 
House,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  been  in  his  place,  and  would  have 
been  able  to  have  told  the  House  how 
much  this  proposal  was  going  to  cost. 
The   Postmaster-General    took    a   great 
interest  in  the  working  of  his  Depart- 
ment, and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  his 
absence  on  this  occasion  did  not  portend 
that  his  attention  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  work  of  hb  Department,  and 
that  he  was  not  being  entangled  in  the 
controversy  regarding  preferential  tariffs 
which   might  compromise  an  otherwise 
brilliant    career.     He    should    like    to 
know,  apart  from  the  question  of  cost, 
what  was  the  reason  for  this  particuliir 
postal  order  for  a  guinea  t  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  existing  postal  order  for 
twenty     shillings    and    another    for    a 
shilling  would  achieve  every  purpose  of 
a  guinea  postal  order.     Those  who  dealt 
in  guineas  were  not  usually  of  the  im- 
poverished   class.   His  hon.    friend,   he 
believed,   said   that    the  guinea    postal 
order  would   be    useful    for    charirable 
purposes.     It  occurred  to  him  that  if  the 
proposal  of  his  hon.  friend  were  adopted 
it   might    encourage   the   demands    on 
Members  of  Parliament  for  subscriptions 
to  Football  Clubs,  Christmas  Goose  Clubs 
Choral  Societies,  Lyceums,  and  the  like. 
Mr.  Wintton  Churchill. 


He  himself  held  very  strong  views  as  to 
the  shocking  abuse  which  already  existed 
in  the  expenditure  of  Members  of 
Parliament  in  these  directions,  and  he 
did  not  feel  inclined  to  afford  any  further 
facilities  for  extending  that  abuse. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  hoped  the  House  was  going 
to  receive  some  explanation  as  to  the 
necessity  of  such  a  Bill.  There  was 
really  no  practical  difficulty  at  present  in 
remitting  a  guinea.  It  was  perfectly 
possible  to  obtain  a  postal  order  for  a 
shilling,  and  another  for  twenty  shillings 
and  putting  the  two  together  there  was 
the  guinea.  Moreover,  be  would  point 
out  that  for  many  years  past  there  had 
been  no  such  coin  as  a  guinea;  and  coins 
of  a  sovereign  and  a  shilling  were 
already  provided  for  by  legislation. 
They  had  been  told  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whose  interest  in  thi^  Bill 
was  well  illustrated  by  his  absence, 
that    these    Postal    Orders    had   to    be 

Erinted  at  the  public  cost,  and  that 
irge  numbers  had  to  be  kept  in  stock. 
Now,  the  effect  of  this  Bill,  if  passed, 
would  be  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
stock  at  present  in  'hand  would  be 
rendered  useless,  and  that  might  require 
the  interposition  of  a  pubUc  committee  of 
hiquiry.  With  a  Bill  of  this  sort  before 
the  House  there  ought  to  be  some  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  That  the  Treasury 
Bench  should  be  deserted  in  this  manner 
was  discourteous  to  the  House. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Gare, 
E.)  said  he  was  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Canterbury ;  but  it  was  hardly  treat- 
ing the  House  of  Commons  with  respect 
that  no  member  of  the  Government  was 
present  when  such  an  important  Bill 
was  being  considered.  If  the  Postmaster- 
General  nimself  could  not  be  present, 
he  ought  to  have  sent  a  substitute.  (At 
this  point  Mr.  H.  W.  Forster  entered 
the  House,  and  took  his  seat  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.)  They  had  the  satisfac- 
tion at  last  of  seeing  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment satellites  come  in,  and  perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  indicate  what  the 
Postmaster-General  thought  of  this  Bill 
It  was  no  extreme  inconvenience  to  be 
obliged  to  take  out  two  small  orders  in 
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-order  to  make  up  a  given  sum.  Eeall y 
lie  thought  the  lliird  Beading  of  the  Bill 
^vas  only  a  question  of  time,  and  when  a 
'Certain  hour  was  reached,  no  doubt  the 
fiill  would  be  passed  with  the  cordial 
assent  of  the  Member  for  Oldham  as  well 
■as  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Crreenwich. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham)  suggested  to  the  hon.  \lember 
ior  Canterbury  that  he  should  consider 
the  advisability  of  withdrawing  the  Bill 
in  order  to  enable  the  Deceased  Wife's 
Sister  BiU  to  be  proceeded  with.  His 
hon.  friends  the  Members  for  Oldham 
4ind  Greenwich  were  strongly  opposed  to 
this  Postal  Order  Bill,  and  therefore  felt 
compelled  to  discuss  it  fully ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  were  extremely  anxious 
to  see  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill 
pass  into  law,  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
disappoint  them.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Canter- 
bury would  drop  his  Bill  for  the  present. 

Mb.  galloway  said  the  hon. 
Member  who  last  spoke  was  a  com- 
paratively new  Member  of  the  House, 
or  he  would  have  known  that  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  course  would  not  bring  him 
Any  nearer  the  object  he  had  in  view,  as 
he  would  see  by  the  congested  state  of 
the  order-book.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Canterbury  really  had  good  cause  for 
complaining  that  there  was  no  represents^ 
tive  of  the  Post  Office  present  that  after- 
noon. The  hoiu  Member  had  worked  at 
that  subject  for  many  years,  and  in  spite 
of  the  opposition  of  the  Post  Office  he 
had  produced  many  reforms.  It  was 
therefore  unfair  that  when  a  Bill  of  that 
kind  came  before  the  House  the  Post- 
master-General should  not  be  in  his  place 
to  assist  in  carrying  it,  and  to  congratu- 
late the  hon.  Member  on  the  successful 
issue  of  his  labours.  It  was  very  im- 
portant that  they  should  have  some  ex- 
planation from  the  Treasury  as  to  the  cost 
of  issuing  these  orders.  The  Return 
showed  an  increasing  issue  of  orders  every 
year ;  the  last  Report  gave  a  total  of 
.£13,000,000  odd,  as  compared  with 
£9,000,000  in  1882,  and  that  surely 
afforded  ample  justification  for  granting 
increased  facilities  for  the  issue  of  orders. 
Undoubtedly  there  had  been  some  slight 
lalling  off  in  the  number  of  Is.  orders 
issued  in  the  same  period,  but  no  doubt 


that  could  be  easily  explained.  But  if 
the  issue  of  guinea  orders  was  to  be 
attended  with  a  considerable  increase  of 
cost,  would  not  that  materially  reduce  the 
large  profit  now  earned  1  He  would  like 
to  \now  also  if  the  cost  of  keeping  up 
the  stock  of  orders  would  not  be  very 
considerable.  He  hoped  that  some  satis- 
factory assurances  would  be  forthcoming 
on  these  points,  as  he  did  not  want 
either  to  vote  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  or  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) said  he  was  too  sensible  of  the 
kindness  extended  to  him  by  the  House 
of  Commons  in  past  years  to  ignore  the 
appeals  addressed  to  him  on  this  occasion 
by  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.       This    Guinea     Postal    Order 

Question  had  been  before  the  House  of 
Commons  for  many  years,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  BUI  had  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  fact  that  no  power  was 
given  in  the  original  Act  for  issue  of 
orders  of  this  denomination.  The  Bill 
had  the  warm  support  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  ;  the  goodwill  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Opposition,  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Nationalist  Party,  and  of  the  leading  com- 
mercial men  in  the  House.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  cost  he  could  assure 
hon.  Members  that  the  issue  of  postal 
orders  was  the  most  profitable  branch  of 
Post  Office  business.  On  lost  orders  alone 
the  Government  made  a  profit  of  £12,000 
a  year,  and  under  the  contract  which  had 
just  been  entered  into,  the  saving  would 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost 
of  the  new  issue. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  :  There 
is  the  cost  of  the  printing,  and  the  loss 
of  the  extra  halfpenny  now  obtained. 

♦Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  said  the 
saving  would  also  cover  the  cost  of 
supplying  counterfoils.  The  bankers  of 
the  United  Kingdom  had  in  a  most 
generous  manner  withdrawn  their  objec- 
tion to  the  issue  of  guinea  orders  and  he 
would  like  to  point  out  how  convenient 
it  would  be  to  many  persons  to  be  able 
to  send  away  their  contributions  to 
charitable  and  other  societies  in  a  single 
order.  The  guinea  was  popular  because 
the  shilling  paid  the  expenses,  and  the 
charitable  institutions,  etc.,  had  £1  clear. 
He  hoped  that  after  this  ejqplanation  hon. 
Members  would  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 
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Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 
St.  Albans)  next  rose. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne) :  I  beg  to  move  that  the 
Question  be  now  put. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  hope  that  will  be 
unnecessary  and  that  the  debate  will  not 
be  unduly  prolonged. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  said  he  only 
wanted  to  point  out  that  no  account  ha^ 
been  taken  by  the  hon.  Member  of 
indirect  loss  on  cheques  for  a  guinea 
which  would  no  longer  be  drawn. 

♦Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  Not  one 
farthing. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  said  he  could  not 
accept  that  view.  He  felt  that  there  would 
be  a  loss  on  cheques  which  would  cease  to 
be  drawn  if  the  Bill  were  passed.  He,  like 
other  hon.  Members,  resented  the  absence, 
of  the  representative  of  the  Post  OflSce, 
but  possibly  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Canterbury  long  ago  earned  the  sobriquet 
of  "the  Postmaster-General  "  the  present 
state  of  the  Front  Bench  was  intended 
to  be  some  s  >rt  of  official  recognition 
that  postal  matters  were  in  future  to 
be  left  in  his  hands. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  LANDS  BILL. 
[Third  Rkadimo.] 
Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Sir  a.  HAYTER  (Walsall)  said  he  did 
not  rise  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  he 
wished  to  point  out  a  fla;r  in  it.  The 
Bill,  while  regulating  the  hiring  of 
land  by  County  and  Borough  Councils, 
to  be  afterwards  leased  to  Volunteers 
for  shooting  practice,  omitted  to  deal 
with  the  case  of  the  purchase  of  land, 
which  was  also  contemplated  in  one 
of  the  clauses.  That  defect,  he  feared, 
vitiated  the  whole  Bill.  It  was  strictly 
the  business  of  the  Government  to  con- 
cern itself  with  this  question,  and  a 
Bill  which  involved  a  charge  on  the 
rates  should  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  private  Memoer. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid> 
said  he  had  allowed  the  Bill  to  |>as8 
former  stages  with  die  greatest  possible 
reluctance.  It  was  practically  a  Govern- 
ment Bill,  introduced  through  the 
medium  of  a  private  Member ;  it  would 
enable  Councils,  at  the  expense  of  the 
rates,  to  hire  land  for  purely  military 
purposes,  and  he  protested  against  the 
opening  given  by  the  Bill  to  the 
military  authorities,  to  place  what  were 
really  Imperial  obligations  on  the  local 
rates.  The  Volunteer  forces  now  con- 
stituted a  distinct  part  of  our  Army- 
Corps  system.  He  believed  there  waa 
nothing  to  prevent  the  Crown,  by  Roya) 
Proclamation,  calling  out  the  Volun- 
teers to  serve  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
They  were  part  of  the  military  organi- 
sation of  the  country,  and  local  rates 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  saddled  with 
any  part  of  their  cost.  Fina^y,  he 
thought  they  had  good  cause  for 
complaint  that  the  Government  were 
not  represented  in  the  House  at  that 
moment. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  there 
was  nobody  more  capable  of  appre- 
ciating the  importance  of  a  Bill  or  it» 
true  character  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lanark.  If  ever  there  were  » 
Bill  public  in  its  nature  and  in  it» 
essence,  a  Bill  which  ought  to  be  {h^o- 
posed  by  the  Government,  it  was  thi» 
Bill.  And  yet  they  had  not  a  single 
member  of  the  Government,  concerned 
with  this  kind  of  Bill — the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  President  oi  the 
Local  Government  Board  —  present  U> 
advise  them.  The  Bill  set  up  an  en- 
tirely new  principle  ;  it  enabled  County 
and  Borough  Councils  to  buy  land 
anywhere,  and  to  pledge  the  local  rates- 
for  the  purpose.  There  was  absolutely 
no  limitation.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  publie 
Bill  dealing  with  a  public  matter ;  yet 
there  was  no  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment present  to  advise  the  House.  He 
felt  very  much  inclined  to  move  the  ad- 
journment ;  but  perhaps  a  prolongation 
of  the  debate  for  a  little  longer  would 
give  some  member  of  the  Government 
an  opportunity  of  putting  in  an  appear- 
ance. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  thought 
that  the  experience  of  the  past  fevr 
jears  would  have  ensured  more  strict 
attention  being  paid  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  War  Office  in  that  House  to 
matters  affecting  the  Army.  Widespread 
discontent  and  criticism  had  of  late  been 
directed  against  the  management  of  the 
war;  yet  here  they  had  still  another 
instance  of  carelessness  and  laxity.  It 
was  a  perfectly  monstrous  state  of  things 
that  on  the  consideration  of  a  Bill  which 
was  for  a  purely  military  purpose  not  a 
single  representative  of  the  War  Office 
was  present.  This  was  the  second  Bill 
dealing  with  a  great  Government  De- 
partment which  had  been  Under  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  yet  not  a 
single  member  of  the  Government  had 
thought  it  worth  while  to  look  in  even 
for  five  minutes.  It  was  not  treating 
the  House  with  proper  respect.  What 
would  the  outside  public  say  if  it  could 
see  the  state  of  the  House  at  that 
moment.  Here  was  a  Bill  dealing  with 
a  new  development  of  Army  matters ; 
yet  those  who  represented  the  War  Office 
were  treating  it  contemptuously  and 
wouldnot  take  the  troubleto  comeintothe 
House  if  only  for  a  few  moments.  Possibly 
the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  was  as  valuable  as  his  presence 
would  be,  but  hearing,  as  they  had  done 
of  late,  so  much  about  the  Imperial  spirit 
of  the  Empire  and  the  influence  exerted 
by  our  Volunteer  forces  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  he  felt  it  was  regrettaole  that 
members  of  the  Government  should  be 
too  busy  formulating  plans  to  make  the 
food  of  the  people  dearer  to  give  the 
least  possible  attention  to  a  Bill  intended 
to  make  the  defensive  forces  of  the 
country  more  efficient.  It  was  a  mon- 
strous state  of  affairs  ;  and  if  the  result 
should  be  that  the  British  Empire  should 
go  (o  pieces,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  would  be  altogether  to  blame. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  pointed  out  that  this 
Bill,  which  gave  County  Councils  or 
Borough  Councils  power  to  hire  land  by 
agreement,  was  merely  an  extension  of 
the  Act  of  1892,underwhichtheOouncils 
had  power  to  purchase  land  by  agree- 
ment. The  War  Office  had  realised  that 
it  had  not  always  been  easy  for  County 


and  Borough  Councils  to  purchase  land, 
although  it  was  possible  to  hire  it,  and 
hence  it  had  been  deemed  desiraUe  to^ 
give  this  authority.  No  doubt  it  would 
have  been  better  if  matters  had  been 
entirely  kept  under  the  control  of  the 
War  Office  and  not  delegated  to  County 
or  Borough  Councils,  for  it  was  not  the 
proper  function  of  the  latter  bodies  to 
attend  to  the  military  requirements  of 
the  country.  But  this  after  all  was  not 
a  new  measure  ;  it  was  merely  an  exten- 
sion of  one  which  had  already  been 
passed,  and  the  compulsory  clause* 
having  been  omitted  he  did  not  think 
he  could  any  longer  object  to  the  Bill, 
especially  as  the  military  authorities 
were  in  favour  of  it.  As  to  the  absence 
of  the  Membwrs  of  the  Government  he 
presumed  that  they  did  not  anticipate 
any  opposition  to  the  Bill  at  that  stage. 
If  the  House  desired  to  take  advice  on 
that  point  it  was  in  their  power  to  do 
so,  but  at  the  same  time  be  pointed  out 
that  this  was  not  a  new  power,  inasmuch 
as  the  County  Councils  now  had  power 
to  purchase  rifle  ranges. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said 
he  gathered  there  was  a  general  feeling 
in  the  House  that  a  representative 
of  the  War  Office  should  have  been 
present  to  advise  the  House  upon 
this  Bill,  and  he  also  understood  the 
hon.  Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  to 
say  that  both  the  War  Office  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  approved  of  this  BiU  or 
that  the  military  authorities  were  favour- 
able to  it.  Whether  they  were  favour- 
able or  not  a  representative  of  the  War- 
Office  ought  to  be  present  to  advise  the 
House.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  good 
Bill,  and  therefore  in  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  he  would 
undertake  to  defend  it.  The  question  of 
handing  over  any  sort  of  military  duties- 
in  connection  with  the  Volunteers  to- 
local  bodies  had  been  pointed  to  as  being, 
the  most  important  question  in  this  Bill. 
He  had  always  held  that  the  Volunteer 
forces  would  profit  and  increase  the 
further  they  were  withdrawn  from, 
the  purview  of  the  War  Office,  and  that 
much  advantage  could  be  obtained  by 
them  if  they  could  be  put  more  and  more 
under  local  bodies.  It  was  quite  true- 
the  local  management  of  Volunteers  might 
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clash  with  their  duties  in   the  so-called 
Army  Corps  Scheme,  and  anything  that 
conflicted  with  that  might  be  deemed  a 
misfortune;  but  never  having  taken  that 
view  he  did  not  regard  that  argument  as 
one  worthy  of  consideration  or  one  that 
^ught  to  weigh   with  the  House.    The 
■value  of  the  Volunteer  forces  of    this 
country  depended  largely  upon  the  local 
training  which  they  received.     The  idea 
of  the  War  Office  at  the  present  time 
"Was    that  Volunteers    should    only    be 
trained  on  large  open  spaces.    He  read  a 
few  days  previously   that  a  brigade  of 
Volunteers  were  taken  from  Newcastle  to 
Salisbury  Plain  for  the  purposes  of  training ; 
but  he  might  point  out  to  the  House  that 
A  Volunteer  was  only  wanted  in  England, 
And  in  many  cases  he  would  have  to  fight 
among  the  hedgerows  of  his  own  county. 
Anything   more  absurd  than  to    take 
them  away  from  the  country  that  they 
Jcnew  in  order  to  train  them  on  Salisbury 
Plain  it  was  impossible  to  conceive.   It 
wasof  the  greatestad vantage  to  trainmen 
locally,  and  to  use  for  that  purpose  the 
country  which  they  had  a  special  know- 
ledge of.  The  value  of  such  training  had 
been  seen  in  the  Boer  War,  and  in  order 
that  local  Volunteers  should  be  trained 
in   that  knowledge  this    Bill,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  was  absolutely  essential ;  and 
"who  could    better   make   arrangements 
with  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood 
for  the  use  of  the  land  for  this  purpose 
than  the  local  authorities.    Would   not 
they  be  able  to  make  far  better  arrange- 
ments than  the  War  Office  authority. 
(Lord  Stanley  at  this  moment  entered 
the  House.)      He  was  glad  to  see  his 
noble  friend  now  in    his  place,  because 
he  was  perfectly  certain  that  his  noble 
friend   would  agree    with    every   word 
that  he  had  said  and  would  be  glad  to 
offer  hi)  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  sustained  the  position  of  the  War 
0£Sce.      This  Bill  offered    facilities   for 
manceuvres,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
its  form  to  prevent  the  establishment  of 
local    rifle    ranges,     upon     which    the 
efficiency  of  the  Volunteer    rifle  corps 
of  the  country  so  much  depended.    The 
Bill    also    offered    means   of    economy, 
because  it  provided  for  the  manoeuvring 
of  the  Volunteers  in  their  own  counties 
instead  of  the  absurd  practice  of  taking 
A  brigade  from  Newcastle  to  Salisbury 
Plain  a    a  great  expense  and  waste  of 
Mr.  Winston  ChwehUl. 


their  time  in  the  journey  there  and  back, 
and  at  a  great  cost  to  the  public.  The 
troops  would  be  better  trained  in  their 
own  locality,  and  a  great  economy  would 
be  effected.  Therefore  he  hoped  that 
the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  on  this  occasion  would  not  be 
deemed  a  reason  for  the  rejection  of  this 
Bill,  the  benefit  of  which  was  incon- 
trovertible, and  which  if  passed  could 
not  fail  to  put  the  Volunteers  in  a  very 
much  better  position  than  that  in  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  placed. 

*SiR  WALTER  THORBUEN  (PeeUes 
and  Selkirk),  said  he  was  not  disposed 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
into  the  matter  of  whether  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  bring  Volunteers  from  New- 
castle to  Salisbury  Plain,  as  the  subject 
had  no  connection  with  (he  Bill  before 
the  House,  beyond  remarking  that  if 
Volunteers  are  to  be  brigaded  wiik 
Regular  troops,  it  follows  that  if  they 
are  not  to  be  sent  from  home  to  meet 
the  Regular  troops  at  a  rendezvous,  the 
Regular  troops  must  be  taken  to  them. 
He  then  went  on  to  say  that  a  Bill  of 
this  character  would  find  few  friends  in 
the  House.  He  was  not  a  military  man 
but  he  was  a  ratepayer,  and  he  objected 
to  the  cost  of  a  matter  of  this  kind 
being  put  upon  the  local  rates.  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  national  affair,  and 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  War  Office 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) 
hoped  that  the  House  would  not  be 
influenced  by  the  hon.  Member's 
objection.  He  did  not  wish  to  argue 
the  question  as  between  rates  and  taxes, 
though  he  had  some  little  sympathy 
wi  h  the  taxpayer.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  Bills  which  had  been 
passed  by  Parliament  in  recent  years  the 
taxpayers  had  been  very  heavily  chal-ged 
with  expenditure  for  the  provision  of 
ranges  at  the  more  important  centres 
of  military  administration,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  practicable  to 
impose  upon  them  the  cost  of  providing 
local  ranges  purely  for  Volunteer  prac- 
tice all  over  Great  Britain.  But  he  had 
another  argument  in  favour  of  the  BiQ. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  desirable  to 
keep  up  the  ancient  interest  of  looal 
bodies  in  the  Volunteer  force ;  and  that 
would  be  effected  to  some  extent,  at  any 
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r^e,  by  the  present  measure,  to  the 
general  ssving  of  the  expenditure  of 
public  money.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  County  Council  of  Gloucestershire, 
for  example,  who  were  extremely  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  become  law,  would 
be  able  to  obtain  a  local  range  more 
cheaply  and  perhaps  with  more  regard 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  public  than 
would  be  practicable  for  the  War  Office. 
He  believed  that  the  Bill  not  only  had 
the  support  of  his  own  County  Council, 
but  also  the  practically  unanimous 
support  of  public  opinion,  at  any  rate  in 
that  part  of  England.  It  was  a  very 
small  measure ;  and  for  his  part  he  would 
hare  been  glad  if  it  had  gone  rather 
further,  and,  under  proper  safeguards, 
enabled  the  local  authorities,  perhaps 
with  the  assent  of  the  War  Office,  to  bring 
compulsory  powers  to  bear  for  the 
purchase  of  land.  But  he  welcomed  the 
Bill  in  any  case  and  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  support  it. 

Thb  financial  secretary  to 
THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  said  that 
he  felt  he  owed  the  House  an  apology 
for  not  having  been  present  when 
the  Bill  was  brought  up  for  a  Third 
Reading ;  but  it  had  passed  through 
its  previous  stages  without  a  single 
word,  and  he  confessed  that  be  had 
locked  upon  it  as  a  Bill  which  would 
pass  by  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
House.  He  still  hoped  that  that  would 
be  the  case.  The  War  Office  were 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  permissive 
clause  allowing  agreements  between 
local  authorities  and  landlords  for  the 
hire  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
measure,  and  they  had  always  held  that 
the  more  they  associated  the  local 
authorities  with  local  military  enterprise 
the  better  it  would  be.  In  this  case 
he  was  perfectly  certain  that  it  would 
be  much  cheaper  for  the  country. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INCEST  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee) considered. 

*Mk.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University)  said 
the  only  object  he  had  in  moving  the 
Amendments  standing  in  bis  name  upon 


the  Paper  was  to  make  the  Bill  more 
perfect.  For  the  Bill  itself,  he  thought 
his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  deserved  great 
credit,  and  for  having  dealt  vigorously 
with  a  very  painful  subject  The  first 
one  he  proposed  to  move  was  to  leave 
out  "of  or  above  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,"  and  the  reason  he  moved  it  was 
this:  that  if  they  intended  to  punish 
this  horrible  crime  effectually  there  was 
no  object  in  limiting  the  age.  He 
begged  to  move. 

*'  In  paf;e  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
'of  or  above  the  age  of  thirteen  years.'" — 
{Mr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Epping) 
said  he  had  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
who  had  assisted  him  in  framing  this  Bill. 
It  was  fully  discussed  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee on  Law,  at  which  the  Attorney- 
General  was  present,  and  various  recom- 
mendations of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  were  taken  into  consideration. 
The  object  of  putting  in  the  limit  of 
thirteen  was  to  meet  various  recommenda- 
tions made  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  believed  also  that  any  person  commit- 
ting an  offence  against  any  person  under 
that  age  would  be  amenable  under 
another  Act.  That  being  so,  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  Member  not  to  press  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  William  Tomlinson  (Preston) 
having  been  called  upon, 

Mr.  galloway  said  on  a  point 
of  order  he  had  an  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  givm  notice,  which  would 
come  before  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Baronet.  He  desired  in  Clause  1, 
page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  "  daughter  " 
to  insert  the  word  "stepdaughter." 
He  hoped  the  Amendment  would  be 
accepted,  because,  in  his  belief,  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Bill  would  show  that 
those  were  the  most  serious  class  of 
cases. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  said  they  had 
endeavoured  to  draft  this  Bill  in  such-  a 
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way  as  to  limit  the  number  of  relations 
as  much  as  was  possible,  because  they 
hxd  felt  that  the  moment  they  went  too 
far  abroad  it  might  be  impossible  to  meet 
the  objections  that  might  be  raised. 

The  solicitor- GENERAL)  Sir 
Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University) 
asked  upon  a  point  of  order  whether  it 
was  within  the  purview  of  the  Bill  to 
make  "incest"  that  which  was  not 
incest  at  present.  Nobody  doubted  that 
it  was  a  most  abominable  thing  that 
there  should  be  such  a  crime,  but  he 
submitted  that  they  would  be  going 
outside  the  Bill  if  they  made  punishable 
a3  a  criminal  offence  something  which 
was  not  incest  according  to  the  present 
law. 

*Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) 
asked  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  looked  at  the  table  of  consan- 
guinity and  af!inity  in  the  prayer-book, 
or  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Act. 

Amendment  proposed — 


"In  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  'dangh- 
r'  to  insert  the  word  'step-daughter.'   — 


ter 

[Hfr.  Galloway.) 


Question,  "That  the  word  'step- 
daughter '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  said  he 
desired  that  the  Bill  should  become  law, 
but  he  hoped  consideration  would  be 
given  to  the  extension  he  proposed  to 
make  by  the  Amendment  standing  in 
his  name.  The  27th  Section  of  the 
Matrimonial  Causes  Act  of  1857  pro- 
vided that  a  wife  should  be  able  to  obtain 
a  dissolution  of  her  marriage  on  the 
ground  among  others  of  incestuous 
adultery  on  the  part  of  her  husband. 
All  the  other  offences  named  in  that  Act 
were  already  punishable  by  law,  and 
they  wanted  to  maintain  the  strength  of 
the  law,  and  wanted  to  show  that  this 
country  regarded  these  matters  as  very 
serious  matters.  It  was  desirable  that 
these  offences,  whether  committed  with 
persons  related  to  the  husband  by  con- 
sanguinity or  only  by  afRnity,  at  all 
events  during  the  lifetime  of  his  wife, 
ought  to  be  treated  with  equal  gravity. 

Colonel  Lockwood. 


Incestuous  adultery  had  been  defined  as 
adultery  committed  by  a  husband  with 
a  person  with  whom,  if  his  wife  wor© 
dead,  he  could  not  wed,  owing  to  his 
relationship  with  her  either  by  con- 
sanguinity or  afiSnity.  He  bulged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  aister,'  to 
insert  the  words  '  or  who,  being  married,  has 
committed  incestaoos  adultery  within  the 
meanlog  of  Section  27  of  the  Matrimonial 
Causes  Act,  1857.'  ''—(Sir  William  Tottdinton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  said  he  was  in  no 
way  associated  with  the  promotion  of  this 
Bill,  but  he  had  taken  considerable  interest 
in  the  discussion  in  the  Grand  Committee 
on  Law  when  no  one  who  desired  to  extend 
the  Bill  ventured  to  go  so  far  as  the  hon. 
Baronet,  who  now  desired  to  extend  it  to 
entirely  different  offences  to  those  com- 
prised in  it.  Incest  was  at  present 
an  offence  under  the  ecclesiastical  laws  of 
this  countiy,  and  it  was  open  under  & 
statute  of  Edward  I.  for  any  one  to  report 
a  case  to  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese,  who 
could  impose  either  a  pecuniary  or  cor- 
poreal penance.  He  understood  from, 
experts  in  ecclesiastical  law  that  the 
Bishops  had  usually  been  satisfied  in  th» 
past  with  a  pecuniary  penance,  and  that 
from  very  rich  people  large  sums  had 
been  obtained.  It  was  desired  now  to 
make  the  offence  of  incest  punishable  as 
a  crime.  When  making  incest  a  crime 
punishable  by  penal  servitude  or  imprison- 
ment, it  was  desirable  to  limit  it  as  much 
as  possible,  and  the  promoters  had 
limited  it  to  "grand-daughter,  daughter, 
or  sister."  They  had  introduced  no  person 
related  by  affinity,  and  had  perhaps  not 
gone  as  far  as  they  might,  by  not  ioclud- 
mg  persons  connected  by  affinity.  But 
the  hon.  Baronet  asked  for  the  inclusion 
of  quite  a  different  matter,  and  by  intro- 
ducing this  Amendment  was  asking  the 
House  to  make  pimishable  what  her^ter 
might  become  the  law  of  the  land  by  a 
Bill  a  little  lower  down  on  the  Paper. 
The  country  was  not  yet  ripe  for  making 
adultery  punishable  as  a  crime.  If  they 
were  seekmg  to  punish  immorality  gene- 
rally be  would  earnestly  support  his  hon. 
friend,  but  he  was  not  desirous  of  going 
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-with  him  in  introducing  such  an  Amend- 
ment into  a  Bill  so  limited  in  its  scope  as 
this,  which  for  the  first  time  was  to  make 
the  crime  of  incest  punishable  as  a  crime, 
fieheartilyagreed  that  incestuous  adultery 
should  be  punished,  but  he  could  not 
support  such  an  Amendment  being  iutro- 
'ducwd  in  such  a  limited  Bill  as  this. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  said  his  hon. 
iriend  would  see  the  difficulty  in  which 
they  were  placed;  the  effect  of  such 
an  Amendment  would  be  that  tlie  Bill 
■would  be  rejected  in  another  place.  They 
were  most  anxious  that  it  should  pass,  and 
therefore  he  would  ask  his  hon.  friend  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  said 
he  responded  with  great  reluctance  to  the 
Appeal  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  He  was  ex- 
■ceedingly  sorry  to  hear  that  there  was 
likely  to  be  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
■the  Bill  elsewhere  if  his  Amendment  was 
adopted,  and  under  the  circumstances  he 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  TALBOT  said  that  the  Amend- 
Tuent  which  he  now  proposed  to  move 
-was  not  one  which  by  any  possibility 
■cotild  endanger  the  prospects  of  the  Bill 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere.  The  object 
of  this  Amendment  was  to  preserve  to 
the  Judge  absolute  discretion  in  passing 
sentence.  Everybody  conversant  with 
the  criminal  law  knew  that  the  circum- 
stances under  which  an  offence  might 
be  committed  differed  very  widely,  and 
that  an  offence  committed  by  one  person 
might  not  be  by  any  means  of  equal 
gravity  when  committed  by  another, 
having  regard  to  the  attendant  cir- 
-cvunstances.  Under  those  circumstances, 
he  desired  to  leave  the  Judge  absolute 
'discretion  in  dealing  with  the  cases 
brought  before  him.  He  begged  to 
anove. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
-*  and  not  exceeding  seven  years.' " —  {Mr. 
Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
JBilL" 


Mb.  galloway  said  that  in  his 
opinion  there  were  two  objections  to  this 
Amendment.  In  passing  criminal  statutes 
it  was,  in  the  first  place,  usual  to  put  in  a 
limitation  of  this  kind,  and  if  they  gave 
unlimited  scope  they  would  have  different 
Judges  passing  different  sentences  for  the 
same  offeno,  than  which  there  was 
nothing  more  likely  to  bring  the  law 
into  ridicule  and  contempt,  and  nothing 
which  did  so  much  harm  to  the  admini- 
stration of  the  law.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  persisted 
in. 

CoiX)NEL  LOCKWOOD  said  he  was 
very  reluctant  to  accept  such  an  Amend- 
ment, and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
withdraw  it. 

♦Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.) 
said  he  hoped  the  Amendment  would  not 
be  accepted  for  the  reasons  pointed  out 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South -West 
Manchester.  They  were  for  the  first 
time  making  a  crime  and  a  crime  of 
a  very  special  character.  They  were 
familiar  in  the  law  with  cases  by 
which  the  public  conscience  had  lieen 
shocked  by  the  immense  disparity  of  the 
sentences  passed  by  Judges  for  the  same 
offence.  In  those  cases,  although  the 
Judges'endeavoured  to  base  their  decisions 
on  common  principles,  there  were  always 
individual  members  of  the  Bench  who 
felt  conscientiously  impelled  to  give  effect 
to  their  own  individual  views.  It  would 
be  a  great  misfortune,  and  tend  largely 
to  prevent  due  administration  of  this 
Bill  if  savage  sentences  were  imposed. 
He  thought  the  restriction  was  a  useful 
one. 

♦Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  said  he  did  not 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Member  could 
point  to  any  Statute  that  imposed  a  criminal 
liability  where  such  a  restriction  was  not 
put  in,  but  his  reason  for  desiring  that 
this  Amendment  should  not  be  pressed  at 
this  moment  was  that  carnal  knowledge 
of  a  child  under  thirteen  was  already 
punishable,  and  carnal  knowledge  of  a 
person  between  thirteen  and  sixteen  was 
amenable  to  a  maximum  penalty  of 
two  years  hard  labour.  They  were  now 
going  to  give  the  Judge  the  power  to 
punish  these  offences  in  a  different  manner, 
and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  give  a 
minimum   penalty  and  leave  it   to  the 
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fancy  of  a  Judge  to  impose  any 
sentence  which  he  might  be  impelled 
to  impose  by  sentiment.  They  must 
fix  a  maximum  beyond  which  he  could 
not  travel.  He  hoped,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Amendment  would  be  with- 
drawn. 

♦MR.TALBOT:  saidthat  aftertheobeer- 
vations  which  had  been  made,  although 
he  could  not  withdraw  the  Amendment  he 
would  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  dividing  upon  it.  He  would  rather 
that  it  was  negatived. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VICARV  GIBBS  said  the  Bill  first 
dealt  with  consanguinity,  but  the  Amend- 
ment incorporated  in  it  extended  to 
cases  of  affinity.  If  they  included  step- 
daughter they  must  of  necessity  accept 
tlie  Amendment  he  now  proposed  to  move, 
which  was  Clause  2,  page  I,  line  25, 
after  "brother"  to  insert  step-grand-! 
father,  step-father, step-son, step-grandson  i 
or  step-brother.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  ine  25,  aft«r  the  word  '  brother,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  Btepgrandfather,  step- 
father, or  stepson.'" — {Mr.  vicary  Gibba.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put,  and  negatived. 

*Mr.  TALBOT  said  he  now  came  to 
his  last  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  which 
was  to  leave  out  Clause  5.  The  object 
of  this  Amendment  was  to  enact  that 
these  offences  need  not  necessarily  be 
tried  at  the  Assizes.  As  the  House 
was  aware,  Quarter  Sessions  very  often 
sat  between  the  times  of  the  Assises, 
and  he  submitted  that  they  might  very 
well  be  tried  at  the  Quarter  Sessions 
under  special  circumstances-  The  result 
would  be  that  a  person  charged  might 
not  be  kept  in  custody  for  so  long  a 
period  before  trial. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  Inpace  2,  line  9,  to  leave  out  Clause  6." — 
(Mr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
BilL" 

Mr.  H.  D.  Greene. 


Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington)  said  there  were  several  very- 
grave  offences  which  were,  in  his  opinion, 
very  wisely  withheld  from  trial  at  Quairter 
Sessions  and  only  allowed  to  be  tried  by- 
judges  at  Assizes.  This  was  a  very- 
serious  offence,  and  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  tried  before  the  most  competent 
Court. 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber. They  were  creating  this  afternoon 
an  offence  of  a  very  serious  nature,  with 
the  maximum  penalty  of  seven  yeara 
penal  servitude. 

♦Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  said  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  now  be  satisfied 
and  would  withdraw  his  Amendment, 
but  his  objection  to  the  Amendment 
was  that  it  only  pertained  to  the  first 
half  of  the  cla  use.  To  leave  the  whole  clause 
out  seemed  to  him  to  be  proceeding  too 
rapidly  in  thd  line  of  humane  legislation. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  said 
there  was  no  reason  why  this  Bill  should 
not  apply  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  unless 
it  was  suggested  that  as  these  offences 
were  unknown  there  the  Bill  was  not 
required.  He  therefore  begged  to  move 
that  Clause  6  be  left  out  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  out  Clause  S."" 
—(Mr.  Gretton.) 

"  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words- 
proposed  to  be  left'out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone)  said  this, 
crime  had  never  been  heard  of  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  was  a  reason  why  thia 
Amendment  should  not  be  agreed  to.  It 
would,  he  thought,  be  also  very  unfortun- 
ate to  spring  a  Bill  of  this  kind  upon  the 
House  in  the  absence  of  nearly  all  the 
Irish  representatives.  In  ancient  times 
there  were  certain  offences  so  bad  that 
no  law  was  made  against  them,  because 
it  was  inconceivable  that  such  offences' 
could  becommitted.  Thatfact  was  present 
in  his  mind  at  this  moment,  and 
although  he  desired  that  the  laws  of  the 
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two  countries  should  be  as  uniform  as 
possible,  and  although  he  had  noobjection 
whatever  to  this  Bill,  he  thought  such 
an  Amendment  was  unfair  when  the 
Bill  had  been  read  a  second  time  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  it  should 
not  apply  to  either  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (SuflFdk,  Stow- 
niarket)  thought  the  clause  should  be 
oiaitted  unless  some  reason  could  be 
given  for  the  exemption.  He  failed  to 
see  why  England  should  be  made  the 
carpus  vile  upon  which  to  try  this 
experiment.  The  offence  with  which  the 
Bill  proposed  to  deal  was  not  confined 
to  the  country  south  of  the  Tweed,  and 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  extend  the 
measure  to  Scotland. 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  hoped  the 
House  would  not  accept  the  Amendment. 
He  had  not  the  least  objection  to  the 
Bill  extending  to  Ireland,  but  when  Bills 
had  been  introduced  containing  a  clause 
of  this  kind,  and  had  gone  through 
Committee  with  the  clause  still  intact, 
it  was  not  fair  to  Members  from  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  to  propose  to  omit  the 
clause  on  a  Friday  afternoon,  when 
they  might  reasonably  have  gone  away 
satisfied  that  the  point  would  not  be 
discussed,  especially  as  no  Amendments 
dealing  with  the  matter  appeared  on  the 
Paper.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  pointed  out  that 
the  law  of  Scotland  was  much  stronger 
on  this  subject  than  the  law  of 
England  as  proposed  in  the  Bill. 
It  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
prosecutions  in  Scotland  were  under- 
taken only  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  so 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  apply 
this  Bill  to  Scotch  procedure  without  a 
special  clause  being  introduced.  He 
suggested  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
restrict  prosecutions  under  the  Bill  to 
cases  authorised  by  the  Attorney- 
General  or  the  Solicitor-General. 

Mr.  GBETTON  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Colonel  LOCKWOOD  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

Question,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time,"  put,  and  agreed. 

INNKEEPERS'  LIABIUTY  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Gom> 
mittee)  considereid. 

The  first  Motion  on  the  Paper  was  a 
new  clause,  standing  in  the  name  of  th& 
hon.  Member  for  South- West  Manchester,, 
dealing  with  the  application  of  the  Act 
to  Scotland. 

Clause  1  : 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  the  proposed 
new  clause  out  of  order,  as  the  Bill  did 
not  ap|Jy  to  Scotland.  He  was  aware  that 
an  Amendment  lower  down  on  the  Paper 
proposed  to  make  the  measure  applicable 
to  Scotland,  but  if  such  Motions  as  the 
one  referred  to  were  allowed,  it  would  b& 
possible  to  have  on  the  Paper  any 
number  of  clauses  dealing  with  th& 
application  of  a  Bill  to  Scotland  oi 
Ireland,  to  discuss  them  for  several  days, 
and  then,  when  the  Amendment  to  extend 
the  operation  of  the  measure  to  Scotland 
or  Ireland  was  reached,  the  House 
might  by  a  large  majority  decide  that  it 
should  not  be  so  extended.  He  there- 
fore ruled  the  proposed  new  clause  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  galloway  moved  a  new 
clause  exempting  from  the  operation  o£ 
the  Bill  towns  of  over  50,000  inhabitants, 
and  the  County  of  London.  He  under- 
stood that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
would  offer  no  objection  to  the  clause, 
and,  that  being  so,  he  should  not  move 
the  remaining  Amendments  of  which  h& 
had  given  notice. 

A  Clause  (Exemption). — (Mr.  Galloway.y 

Brought  upi  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Nor- 
folk, N.)  hoped  the  hon.  Member  wouki 
not   press   his    Motion.      The  question 
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<wa8  very  fully  discussed  in  Committee, 
and,  though  he  would  not  object  to 
the  exemption  of  towns  of  over  50,000 
inhabitants,  the  County  of  London  con-' 
tained  a  number  of  rural  parishes  to 
which  it  was  desirable  the  Bill  should 
Apply. 

Mr.  galloway  said  he  understood 
the  hon.  Member  would  accept  the  clause, 
-otherwise  he  would  have  argued  it  at 
^eater  length. 

Sib  EDWAED  CAKSON  could  not 
-see  the  slightest  reason  for  the  insertion 
of  the  Amendment.  There  was  no 
reason  why  an  innkeeper  in  a  town  of 
50,000  inhabitants  should  not  carry  out 
a  common  law  obligation  just  as  much  as 
an  innkeeper  in  a  rural  village. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  differed 
from  the  learned  Solicitor-General.  This 
\ra8  not  entirely  a  question  of  law.  It  was 
simply  a  question  of  whether  -the  exigen- 
«ies  of  the  situation  demanded  the  supply 
•of  these  refreshments.  Nobody  could 
reasonably  contend  that  in  large  towns 
there  was  the  same  necessity  as  in  the 
xural  parts  of  the  country. 

Mk.  VICARY  GIBBS  supported  the 
new  clause  on  the  ground  of  common 
sense.     Obligations  should  not  be  imposed 
upon  inn  keepers  unless  they  were  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public.     There  were  j 
restaurants  and  refreshment  rooms  within  ' 
the  reach  of  everybody  in  the  Metropolis  j 
and  all  large  towns,  and  the  Bill   was 
not  required  in  such  cases.     He  under- 
stood that  the  Home  Office  were  prepared  ! 
to  accept  the  new  clause,  and  he  would 
like  to  near  their  views  on  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  contended 
that  the  proposed  new  clause  would  be 


utterly  repugnant  to  the  whole  scope 
of  the  Bill.  The  first  section  simply 
defined  the  obligations  which  were 
cast  upon  innkeepers  under  the  existing 
common  law  as  some  correlative  to  the 
many  advantages  enjoyed  by  them  under 
exceptional  legislation.  The  only  obliga- 
tion cast  upon  innkeepers  by  the  first 
section  was  that  they  should  supply  the 
reasonable  demands  of  travellers  for 
board,  lodging,  refreshments,  and  other 
accommodation,  not  in  any  event,  but 
only  if  they  happened  to  have  at  their 
disposal  accommodation  of  the  nature 
demanded.  That  was  a  legal  obligation, 
and  he  should  have  thought  a  common- 
sense  obligation.  Why  an  innkeeper 
should,  from  mere  caprice,  refuse  a  reason- 
able demand  for  accommodation  which  ^e 
had  at  his  disposal  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand,  and  he  submitted  that  the 
clause  had  no  foundation  in  common  sense, 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Albans  appealed. 

Mb.  GRETTON  explained  that  his 
name  was  on  the  back  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  desired  it  to  pass.  He  did  not  think 
this  clause  of  exemption  was  fatal  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  it  waa  un- 
reasonable on  the  ground  of  common 
sense.  The  whole  purpose  of  the  Bill 
was  to  make  more  easy  the  application 
of  the  common  law.  Why  they  should 
have  one  law  for  the  country  and  one 
for  the  larger  towns  he  could  not  con- 
ceive ;  but  rather  than  endanger  the  Bill 
he  thought  he  might  venture  to  appeal 
to  the  promoters  to  allow  the  clause  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  75  ;  Noes, 
130,    (Division  List,  No.  134.) 


Aclaod-Hood,  C»pt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg  Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anwn,  Sir  William  Reyiiell 
Anbrey- Fletcher.  Kt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bngot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenwich) 
GhaTring[ton,  Spenoer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
'Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 

Sir  Brampton  Ourdon. 


AYES. 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  {BciUm) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixoo-HarUand,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doxfor(i,Sir  William  Theodore 
Egeiton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fergnsson.Bt  Hn.Sir  3.{Jian'r 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forstor,  Henry  William 
Godson,  Sir  Aognstns  Fredk. 
Gore.Hon.GRC.  Orm8by-(5a/op 
Qoscben,  Eon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gray,  Emeat  {WeU  Ham) 


Greene,  Hy.  D.  {Shrtw$hury) 
Grefifdl,  William  Heniy 
Greville,  Hon.  Btmald 
Gnnter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverion 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,.JohnOrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lee,  ArthnrH(  HanU.Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Bliott  {mrhenktad) 
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Legge,  Col  Hon.  Heneftge 
Lowe,  Francia  WiQiam 
Loyd,  Archie  Kiifanao 
Lucas,  Col.  Franois  {Lowtstoft 
Lucas,  Reg;|ld  J.  {Port3m<fUth) 
Macdona,  J<^m  Oomming 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndhara(Ba<A 
Myers,  William  Henry 
(yNeill.  Hon.  Bobert  Torrens 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  K.  Welletley 
Pierpoint,  B«bert 


{26  Junk  1903} 

Plummer,  Walter  E. 
Purvis.  Robert 
Beid,  James  (OreeTtock) 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehtntte) 
Sharps.  William  Edward  T. 
Smitli,H.C{iVorM'»i  6.  Tyntside 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  {Lanark*.) 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Vinoent,CoI.SirCE.  H{ShfffieM 
Walrond.Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliaiiiH 
Warde,  Colonel  0.  E. 
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Welby  U.-Col A.C.  E{TaunUm 
Whitmore.  Charles  Alffemon 
WiIUam8,KtHnJPoweir(J5tVm 
Wilson,  John  [Okugtno) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bo<A 
Wortley,  Rt.Hn.  C.  RStuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellkbs  for  thb  Atbs — 
Mr.  Qalloway  and  Mr. 
Vicaiy  Gibbs. 


Allan,  ^  William  [OaUihtad) 
Allen,  Vhia.  P.  [Oloi.,  Stroud) 
Arkwrif^t,  John  Stanhope 
Asber,  Alsxander 
AshUm,  Thomas  Oair 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brown,  Oeo.  M.  (JBdinburgK) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinton 
Bart,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (GUug. ) 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Z>u6ftnr/n»» 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chjuining,  Francis  Allston 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
CorbeU,  T.  L.  {Down,  Nor'.h\ 
Craig,Robert  Hunter  {Lanark) 
Cremer,  William  Bandal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dabrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dayies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen] 
Davies,  M-yanghsi    (Cardign 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson.  R.  C.  Mnnro  {Leiih 
Fielden,  Edwiard  Brooklehurtt 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fnmeas,  Sir  Christopher 
Gaifit.  William 
Oordon,Hn.J.E.(.?^n  Jk  Nm 
Uorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


NOES. 

Grovea,  James  Grimble 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  [Londondy 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas   H. 
Howard,  J.  (Uidd.,  Tottham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,Dr.CharleeFredk, 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  {Morlty) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  ClaTerhoa»; 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (CamarvonaKire) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
LaboQohere ,  Henry 
Lawson, Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall) 
Laylaud-Barratt,  Francis 
Loe8e,SirJo8ephF.(.i4cfWnp<on 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lereson-Qower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.(£tiMAam 
Lonsdale,  John  Browiilee 
Lnndon,  W. 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
M'Arthnr,  Charles  {Liverpool 
Mliaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meyeey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
MitchelljEd  w.  [Fermanagh,  N. 
More,Robt.  Jasper  (Shropthire 
Morgan,DavidJ(  fValthamst'w 
Murphy,  John 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willaas 
O'Shanghneasy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Pur^om) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paultmi,  James  Mellor 
Pembarton,  John  S.  O. 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Bea,  Bussell 
Bedmond,  William  (Clare) 


Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Biggf,  Richard 
Bolrarts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  EUlmund  (Dundee) 
BobertMll,  H.  {Haekntf) 
BobaoB,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sandys,  Lt.-Ool.  Thos.  MrUs 
Saiuideiaon,Bt.  Ho.CoI.  E.  J. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  ¥L(lienfrtv)) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Talbot,  Vit.Un.3G(0xfdUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (Eatt  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  DavidAlfred(ilfer<n.yr 
Thoma8,F.  Freeman  (Hatting*) 
Thomas,  J.  A.  {Olam.,  Oowtr) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  {Lud*,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  {Bamdej/) 
Wankljm,  J«mes  Leslie 
Wa8on,Eugene{  CTofAtnannan) 
Wasou,  John  Cathcart  (OrXntey 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.  S.) 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  S.) 
Wilson,  John  CPalHri) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(  Worcesterth.,N) 
Wolff,  Onstar  Wilhelm 
Wood,  James 

Worsley-Taylor.  Hry.  Wilson 
Tonng,  Sa«nnel 

Telleks  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Brampton  Gurdon 
and  Mr.  Gretton. 


Mr.  galloway  said  that  as  the 
agreement  which  he  understood  had 
been  arrived  at  had  not  been  carried 
out  he  held  himself  at  liberty  to  move 
the  further  Amendments  standing  on 
the  Paper.  He  desired  to  move  a  new 
clause  giving  a  right  of  appeal.  The 
penalty  under  the  Bill  was  not  a  large 
one,  and  it  could  not  be  contended  that 
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the  measure  proposed  any  revolution  in 
the  law.  He  submitted,  however,  that 
innkeepers  were  entitled  to  an  appeal 
against  the  decisions  of  lay  magistrates, 
who,  although  they  discharged  their 
duties  with  perseverance,  credit  and 
industry,  were  not  trained  lawyers,  and 
had  to  depend  largely  for  their  decisions 
upon  the  clerk  to  the  Court.    It  was  all 
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very  well  for  the  hon.  Member  to  say 
"agreed"  now;  but  why  was  not  the 
arrangement  carried  out  before  1 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  said  the 
hon.Member  was  entirely  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing any  agreement  had  been  entered 
into. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  said  he  did  not 
suggest  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
deliberately  broken  an  arrangement; 
what  he  said  was  that  he  understood 
they  had  come  to  an  agreement. 

*Mh.  speaker  :  It  is  obvious  that 
there  has  been  a  misunderstanding  on 
both  sides. 

Mr.  galloway  said  it  was  very 
unfortunate  that  the  hon.  Member,  if 
he  was  prepared  to  agree  to  this  clause 
now,  did  not  take  the  same  view  in  the 
Grand  Committee. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The  hon. 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
expressed  his  wilhngness  to  accept  the 
clause;  was  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
entitled  to  go  on  discussing  it  t 

*Mr.  speaker  said  he  could  not 
interfere  on  the  point  of  order.  Every 
Member  of  the  House  had  a  right  to 
express  his  opinion.  At  the  same  time, 
seeing  this  was  the  last  private  Members' 
day,  ne  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  take  up  time  in  pressing  a  Motion 
which  obviously  would  be  accepted. 

Mr.  galloway  said  that  after  that 
expression  of  opinion  he  would  not  pursue 
the  matter  further.  He  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  speaking  under  a  feeling 
of  some  resentment  at  what  had  taken 
place. 

A  Clause  (Right  of  Appeal). 

"  Any  pereoD  aggrieved  by  a  conviction  made 
by  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  under  this 
Act  may  appeal  therefrom  to  a  Court  of  quarter 
sessions." — (J/r.  GaUoieay.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Galloway. 


Mr.  galloway  moved  an  .Amend- 
ment to  Clause  1  to  confine  the  inn- 
keeper's liability  to  his  ordinary  hours  of 
busmess.  It  was  unreasonable  that  an 
innkeeper  in  a  country  village  should  be 
compelled  to  supply  refreshment  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night.  The  whole 
point  of  this  Amendment  turned  upon 
the  construction  placed  upon  the  word 
"reasonable."  He  thought  there  ought 
to  be  some  reasonable  limit  to  the  lia- 
bility. He  hoped  the  Amendment  would 
be  accepted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  shall,' 
to  insert  the  words  'from  opening  until 
closing  time.'" — {Mr.  GaUotoay.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  said  that 
although  he  agreed  with  the  spirit  of  this 
Amendment  he  thought  the  word  "reason- 
able" covered  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester. 


Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  hoped  the 
House  would  not  accept  this  Amendment, 
because  they  would  be  laying  down  a 
different  construction  of  the  word  "reason- 
able "  to  that  which  already  existed.  The 
first  section  declared  the  innkeeper  liable 
to  accommodate  a  traveller  at  any  reason- 
able time,  but  they  were  asked  by  this 
Amendment  to  limit  it  so  that  it  should 
only  apply  within  certain  hours.  The 
very  time  when  a  person  might  be  coming 
into  a  small  village  or  town  might  be  at  a 
later  hour  than  the  hours  of  closing.  The 
innkeeper  was  protected  by  the  words 
"reasonable  demand."  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  impose  a  different  lia- 
bility to  that  which  already  existed. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  thought  the  ex- 
pression in  the  clause  was  too  wide  while 
the  Amendment  was  much  more  limited. 
The  only  question  he  had  a  doubt  about 
was  whether  it  was  worth  while  putting 
the  House  to  a  division.  As  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  had  conducted  the  Bill 
in  a  conciliatory  way  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 
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♦Mb.  LAWSON  WALTON  thought  it  refused, 
was  a  very  unreasonable  ground  for  not 
supporting  a  reasonable  Amendment  to 
say  that  that  attitude  was  adopted  because 
of  the  unconciliatory  attitude  of  some 
hon.  Member  of  the  House.  The  speech 
of  the  Solicitor-General  upon  this  point 
was  absolutely  conclusive.  Surely  it 
was  sufficiently  clear  that  the  first  clause 
of  this  Bill  merely  defined  the  existing 
oUigation.  The  present  Bill  substituted 
new  machinery  for  the  old  cumbrous 
method  of  procedure.  He  wished  to 
point  out  how  utterly  destructive  the 
Amendment  would  be.  Take  the  case 
of  a  country  inn  where  a  traveller  might 
arrive  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  at 
night  and  desire  to  have  a  bed  for  the 
night.  Suppose  the  innkeeper  had 
ample  accommodation  but  capriciously 
and  negligently  refused  that  accommo- 
dation. If  the  Amendment  were  carried 
the  innkeeper  would  be  protected  in 
taking  such  a  course. 


Mb.  LOYD  (Berkshire,  Abingdon) 
said  the  Bfli  did  not  annul  the  common 
law  but  provided  summary  remedy  in 
case    accommodation   was  unreasonably 


IMilUy  BUI.  7U 

The  Amendment,  though  it 
would  be  better  lower  down,  would  con- 
fine this  remedy  to  cases  of  refusal  during 
opening  hours,  leaving  innkeepers  liable, 
with  regard  to  charges  which  were  more 
serious,  to  be  dealt  with  by  indictment 
at  common  law.  This  proposal  had  been 
treated  as  if  it  was  a  preposterous 
Amendment,  but  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  reasonable  and  sensible  and  worth 
considering.  The  question  was,  should 
they  limit  this  procedure,  intended,  they 
were  told,  to  stimulate  publicans  in  out- 
lying districts  to  provide  proper  refresh- 
ments, to  the  cases  where  they  refused 
it  during  the  ordinary  opening  hours  and 
leave  the  closing  hours  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  old  procedure  Y  He  hoped 
the  summary  procedure  would  be  limited 
to  accommodation  and  refreshment 
during  ordinary  hours,  and  then  the 
publican  would  come  under  the  common 
law  for  the  more  serious  charge  of 
refusing  lodgings  at  night,  which  ought 
to  be  investigated  by  a  jury  on  indiot- 
ment. 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  -.—Ayes,  73 ;  Noes, 
140.    (Division  List  No.  135.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FilzRoy 
Biadwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignolci,  Arthur 
BlondeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Ball,  William  James 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Alton  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenmch) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
ChurchUl,  Winston  Spencer 
Coddingtoo,  Sir  Willuun 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Crow,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Dizon-HartJand,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
PoV^ord,  Sir  Wm-  TW>d<«« 


AYES. 

Flower,  Ernest 
Garlit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albam) 
Godson,  Sir  Angtutns  Fredk. 
Gopdon,Hn. J.KfjeZ^  i«  Nm 
Gore,HnG.R.C.  Omi8by-(6'a/op 
Qoulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( Wat  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrticsbiury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Qretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Halsey,  Kt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Button,  John  (Torh»,  N.E.) 
Sewiaway,  Rt,  IJon.  Sir  J,  H, 


Knowles,  Lees 
Lanrie,  Lieut. -General 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hantt,  Fartham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN .  S. 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmao 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  {Lowetlofl 
Lncas,Reginald  J .  (Portsmonth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
More,Robt.  J  asper  (Shropshire) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ay  liner 
Murray.Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R  Weljesley 
Pieipoint,  Robert 
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Plammer,  Walter  R. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Ueid,  James  {Cfreenock) 
Ridley.Hon  M.  WiStaiybridge) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
S»dler,  Col  Saml.  Alexand«f 


{COMMONS} 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
TomlinBon,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Vincent,  ColSirC.EH(5A«^W 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  ACE(Taunton 
WUtmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wodehouse,Rt  H  n.  E.  R.  (Bath) 
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Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilioii 

Tellkks  foe  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr. 
Groves. 


NOES. 


Aolaod-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allan,  Sir  William  (Gateshead) 
An»B,Chaile8P.(Glcntc^troud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Gliomas  Gair 
Aubrey-Fletoher,Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bnrt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  [Glaig  ) 
Campbell.J.H.M  (DuhlinUniv 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  R 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Channing,  Franois  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Dotvn,  North) 
Craig,Robert  Hunter  (I^nark) 
Crean,  Engene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William         ' 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalr^mple  Sir  Charles 
Dalsiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaughan  (Oardign 
Delaoy,  William 
Dewar,  John  A.ilnvtmeti-th.) 
I*iokson,  Charles  Scott 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan.  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (MaidtUme) 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Olamorgan) 
Farqniuu-son.  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  diaries 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  (Ltith 
FerzusKon.RtHn.  SirJ.(Af ancV 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fumesi,  Sir  Christopher 


Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Qorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of(Londondy 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Beale- 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.  (Somerset  E 
Howard,  J.  ',Midd., Tottenham 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,  JohnGranti  Yorks.  NJi 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (AceririgU.h 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 

LongiCol.  CharlesW  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lough,  Xiiomas 
Ix>we,  Francis  WiUiam 
Luadon,  W. 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
MitchelljEdw.  (Fprain/uigrA,  N, 
Morgan,  Da  vidJ(  Walthamstow 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Newnee,  Sir  George 
Nnvsey,  Thomas  Willans 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  {Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pilkington,  Lt.-Col.  Richard 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
RatU^n,  Sir  William  Henry 

Rao     Ku88o1i 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Rol«rt8,  John  Bryn  (Bifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (JJundti^ 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas  . 

Buseell,  T.  W. 
Sandy8,Lient-Col.Thoe.Myle8 
Saunder8on,Rt.Hn.Col.Edw,J. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Linroln 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Renfrew 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,HC.(A^or<A'»»6.  Tynegide 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (£anarA».) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Itlbot.Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.  ( Oa;/'dt/«»e 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thonias,F.  Freeman  (Hast%ng*) 
Thamaa,  J.  A.  (Olam.,  Ocwtt', 
Thombum,  Sir  Walter 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Walton,  J.  Lawaon  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamtley) 
Wason,  E.  (Ulacknumnan) 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
White,  Luke  (Tori,  E.  ».) 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  C^alHrk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil80n,J.W.  ( Worcesfersh.,N. 
Wolff,  Guatev  Wilhelm 
Wood,  James 

Wortley,  Kt.  Hon  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Toung,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  thk  Nobs  — 
Sir  Brampton  Gurdon  and 
Mr.  Corrie  Grant. 


Clause  1,  agreed  to. 


Clause  2. 


Mb.  galloway  moved  an  Amend- 
ment with  the  object  of  excluding  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  an  habitual 
drunkard  to  whom   the  sale  of  liquor 


was  refused  under  the  Licensing  Act  of 
1902. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  word  'manner'  to  insert,  the 
words  '  or  is  an  habitual  drunkard  to  whom 
the  sale  of  liquor  has  been  refused  under 
Section  6  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1902.'" — (Mr. 
Galloway.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


717 


Itmlceeptrs' 


{26  JuNB  1903} 


lAabUUy  Bill. 


718 


Sm  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
as  an  Amendment  to  Subjection  (b)  of 
the  clauae,  vhich  excluded  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  a  traveller  who 
failed  to  tender  "  a  sum  adequate  to  the 
cost  of  the  accommodation  demanded," 
to  substitute  for  the  expression  "a  sum 
adequate  to  the  cost "  the  words  "  a 
reasonable  price." 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said  he 
did  not  think  those  words  were  known 
to  the  law. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  if 
they  were  not  known  to  the  law  they 
were  known  to  common  sense. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  onl  the  words  '  a  sum  adequate 
to  the  cost '  and  insert  the  wordit  'a  reasonable 
price.'  "—{Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  2  agreed  to. 


Clauses  3  to  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6 : 

Mb.  galloway  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  exclude  Scotland  from  the 
operation  of  the  Bill 

Amendment  proposed — 
"  In  page  1,  liue  24,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  Scotland  or.'"— (ifr.  GaUmtxiy.) 

The  doors  having  been  closed  for  the 
Division,  it  appeared  there  were  no 
tellers  for  the  Ayes.  Mr.  Speaker  said 
that,  of  course,  if  no  one  would  tell  for 
the  Ayes  there  could  be  no  division. 
The  Soucitor-General  for  Scotland 
thereupon  declared  that  he  would  tell 
for  the  Ayes,  and  Mr.  Caldweu  said 
he  would  do  so  likewise. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  140;  Noes, 
52,    (Division  List,  No.  136.) 


AYES. 


Allan,  Sir  William  iOattthtad) 
AUen,Charles  V.(atmu:.Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Asher,  Alexander 
Aahton,  Thomas  Gair 
Anbrey-Fletoher.Rt.  Hn.Sir  H. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Burt,  Thomas 

Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (Glaia.) 
Campbell,  J.  VLM.(Dublin  Umv 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cochrane,  Hon.H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Doien,  North) 
Craig.Robert  Hunter  {Lanewk) 
Crean,  Engene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
CroMley,  Sir  Savile 
JMrpnfio,  Sir  Oburl«« 


Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Daviee,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaughan'  [Oardign 
Delany,  William 
DeTrer,  John  A.(Inveme$t-*h.) 
Dizoo-Haitland,  Sir  V.  J)izon 
Dongks,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duke,  Heniy  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Eknmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maiditone) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  J.  ilfan'r 
Tielden,  Edward  Btocklehurst 
Forster,  Henry  W^illiam 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Grant,  Corrie 
GrettoD,  JcAm 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gnnter,  Sir  Robert 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
HaXsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamiltao,  Mart},  of  (Londondy 


Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Cha«.  II. 
Hobhouse,RtHn  H.  (SomenetE 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Toteham 
Hudson,  George  Bickerstetn 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk . 
Hutton,  Alfred  E  (Morley) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Clavernonse 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,William(Camar»o»»Wrf 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.  NB 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornuxr//) 
Layland-Barratt,  Fr&ncis 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accnnfflon) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-Gower.FrederickN.S. 
Lough,  Thomas 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lundon,  W. 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
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Adjournment 


MacoBockie,  A.  W. 
If  Arthur.  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Lareii,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
MitcnelljBdw.  (^ermanoj/A.T^. 
Morley,  Charles  {Brecotuhirt) 
Murphy,  John 
NtonetU,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  Georcre 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durhcm) 
Partington.  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Pkilipps,  John  Wynford 
Pilkington,  Lt.-Col.  Bichard 
Kattisnn,  Sir  William  Heury 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Ontuxock) 
Ridley,HonM.W.(£ta/y6rM£7e) 


{COMMONS} 

Bichard 

RoKrts,  John  BrjTi  (Eift4)n) 
Kobson,  William  Snowdon 
Boe,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B.(/«^/  Wight 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfireu) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  VL.C(Nwrth'mb'Iyne»idt 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (£afiari«.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stewart.SirMarkJ.  M'Taggart 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(0a;/rf6^»». 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxttth) 
Thomas,  David  A.  {lltrthyr) 
Tbomaa,F.Freeman(/ra</tn9«) 
Thomas,  J.  A.  {OUtm.,  Oowtr) 
Thorbnm.  Sir  Walter 


of  the  House. 
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Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  H. 
Vincent,CoWirC.  R.  TS.(Sheffitld 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wabond,Rt.Hn.SirWilli*inH. 
Walton,  J.  JjKynoa  (Lud$,  8.) 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Welby,  Lt-Col.  ACE(rat«»»Am 
White,  Luke  (York.,  E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (^alkirh) 
Wilson,  John  (GUugote) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcester.,  AT.) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Wood,  James 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Tonng,  Swnnel 

Telleks  fob  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Dickson  and  Mr. 
Caldwell. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 

Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Baeot,  Capt.Josceline  fltzRoy 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Bull,  William  James 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Asian.  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greentoic/i) 

Chapman,  Edward 

Charrington,  Spencer 

ChurchiU,  Winston  Spencer 

Coddington,  Sir  William 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 

Kgerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 

Flower,  Ernest 

Godson,  Sir  Angostus  Fredk. 

Gore,HnG.R.C0nn8by-(.$aA>p 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gray,  Ernest  {West  Ham) 


NOES. 

Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Ormfell,  William  Henry 
GnfflUi,  EUU  J. 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hoaie,  Sir  Samuel 
Button,  JcJin  {Torks,  N.R.) 
Jesael,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham 
Le^^  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  yf.(Evtsham 
Lacas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  R^'ld  J.  '.Portsmouth) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstotii) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 


Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myen,  William  Henry 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Purvis,  Robert 
Robertson,  H.  (Htustntj/) 
Sadler.  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehmue) 
Sandys.  Lt.-Ool.  Thos.  Myles 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barmdey) 
Wason,Eugeiie(C%(cAmaniian) 
Wilson,  A.  S.  {York,  B.  R.) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 

Tellers  fob  the  Noks— 
Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr. 
Grovee. 


And,  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of 
the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, stood  adjourned. 

Further  consideration  to  be  resumed 
upon  Monday  next. 

ADDENBROOKE'S  HOSPITAL  BILL. 
As    amended,    considered;    read   the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PISTOLS  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee considered. 

A  Clause  (Sale  of  pistols  to  insane  or 
intoxicated  persons) — {Lord  Hugh  Cecil) 
— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and 
iecood  time,  and  added. 


Amendments  made  to  the  Bill. 
BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MARKET  GARDENERS'  COMPENSA- 
TION BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,   and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington)  stated  that  on 
Thursday  next  the  Navy  Estimates 
would  be  taken  instead  of  the  Irish 
Estimates,  as  had  been  ai  ranged. 


Adjourned  at  ten  minvtes  before 
Six  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

The  Chairman  of  GoHHiTrEES  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bills  have  been  com- 
plied with — 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
<No.  7) ;  South  Shields  Corporation. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill :  Local  Government  Pro- 
vuional  Order  (No.  18). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [H.L.3.  A  witness  ordered  to  attend 
the  Select  Committee. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
way Bill     The  CSiairman  of  Committees 

>  informed  the  House  that  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn :  The  order 

;  made  on  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and 

I  Bill  committed. 

Brighton    Corporation     Bill     [h.l.]. 

I  Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  not 

!  to  sit  again  till  Tuesday  the  7th  of  July 

'  next 
( 

■"      Kip's  Patents  Bill  [h.l.];  Birmingham 

""  District  Tramways  Bill  [b.L.]  ;  Bradford 

I  Corporation  Bill  [H.L.].     Read  3«,  and 

I  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

;      North     British     Railway     (General 

H  Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Education  Board  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [H.L.]. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Earl  of  Yarborough,  the  Lord 
Middleton,  and  the  Lord  Glenesk  be 
proposed  to  the  House  as  Members  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Lytton,  the 
Lord  Bolton,  and  the  Lord  Hatherton, 

VOL.  CXXrV.     [rouKTH  series.] 


and  that  the  Lord  Glenesk  be  Chaiiman 
of  the  said  Committee ;  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London 
and  North-Western  Railways  (Steam 
Vessels)  Bill.  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Brougham  and  Vaux  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  Member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of 
the  Eaii  of  Belmore,  and  that  the  Lord 
Brougham  and  Vaux  be  Chairman  of 
the  said  Committee ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill  ;  Metropolitan  District 
Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill;  East 
Ham  Improvement  Bill ;  Great  Western 
Railway  Bill ;  Neath,  Pontardawe,  and 
Brynaman  Railway  Bill;  North-Eastem 
Railway  Bill ;  Wolverhampton  and  Can- 
nock CSiase  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) 
Bill;  Romford  and  District  Tramways 
Bill  ;  Wood  Green  Urban  District 
Council  Bill ;  Beckenham  Urban  District 
Council  Bill.  Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  the  following  Jjords 
be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the 
Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bills  ;  viz. : 

D.Bedford, 

D.  NewcHstle, 

K  Temple, 

L.  Berwick, 

L.  Ribblesdale  (chairman) ; 

agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet 
on  Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock; 
and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [h.l.].  Amendments  reported 
(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3»  on  Friday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill.  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  (which  stands  appointed 
for  this  day),  put  olF  till  To-morrow. 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons. 
Read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners.    (No.  147.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TRADE  KEPORTS  :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  3009.  Japan. 

Na  3010.  France  (Corsica). 

No.  3011.  France  (Dunkirk). 

No.  3012.  China  (Swatow). 

No.  3013.  China  (Kiungchow). 

No.  3014.  Sweden  (Stockholm  and 
the  Eastern  Coast). 

No.  3015.  Austria-Hungary  (Trieste). 


County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill  (No.  142) ;  MUitary  Lands  Bill  (Na 
143) ;  Incest  Bill  (No.  144) ;  Adden- 
brooke's  Hospital  BUI  (Na  145);  Pistols 
Bill  (Na  146). 

Brought  from  the  Commons.  Read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed. 

FINANCE  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  Order) :  Com- 
mittee negatived  :  Then  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to 
Order)  and  dispensed  with.  Bill  read 
3>,  and  passed. 


Presented  [ 
to  lie  on  the . 


;  and  ordered 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 

Account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture under  the  Seamen's  Fund  Winding- 
up  Act,  from  Ist  January  to  31st 
December,  1902. 

LUNACY, 

Fifty-seventh  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy,  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 


SAVINGS  BANKS  AND  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES  (POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS 
BANKS  FUND)  (SAVINGS  BANKS 
FUND)  (FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES 
FUND). 

Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st 
Dw^mber,  1902. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd  June, 
1903,  declaring  that  Paul  Powell,  Royal 
Carriage  Department,  War  Office,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  certi- 
ficate through  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  head  of  his  department. 

Laid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to 
Act] ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

Read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
read  2»  to-morrow  (The  Earl  of  Mayo.) 
(Na  141.) 


I  IMPERIAL  FISCAL  POLICY. 

'    *The  Earl   of  PORTSMOUTH :  My 

i  Lords,  I  rise  to  call  the  attention  of  tha 

House  to  statements  madf  by  the  Prime 

I  Minister  and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and 

!  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

j  Affairs  when  His  Majesty's  Government 

I  intend  to  lay  before  Parliament    their 

!  proposals  to  induce  Germany  to  modify 

,  her     tariff       regulations      with       the 

{  Dominion  of  Canada.       In  doing   so   I 

must  direct  attention  to  statements  that 

have  been  made  by  certain  eminent  men 

in  regard  to  this  matter.    The  Prime 

Minister  stated  a  few  days  ago — 

"  I  have  not  hesitated  to  say  that  if  other 
methods  failed  I  do  not  shrink  from  retalia- 
tion." 

And  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated,  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— 

"  If  there  had  been  nothing  in  the  condition 
of  oar  colonies  which  justified  allusion  to  this 
matter,  I  agree  in  that  case  there  would  have 
been  no  immediate  urgency  —  immediate 
urgency  not  arising.  But  is  the  right  hen. 
Gentleman  (Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman)  so 
behind  the  times  that  he  knows  of  no 
urgency  ?' 

Now,  we  have  got  a  statement  which,  I 
think,  is  of  considerable  importance,  that 
this  question  of  the  tariff  arrangements 
between  Germany  and  Canada  is  one  of 
urgency.  We  have  been  told,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  quarrel  with  that  statement, 
that  the  general  question  of  our  fiscal 
policy  is  one  which  cannot  be  decided  at 
once,  but  ought  to  be  left  for  an  open 
investigation  for  several  months.  But 
then,  my  Lords,  a  debate  was  initiated 
by  a  noble  Earl  in  this  House.  Lord 
C^mperdown,  ona  question  to  the  noble 
Marquess    the    Secretary   of   State  for 
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Foreign  Affairg,  and  whilst  I  am  sure 
that  was  not  the  intention  of  my  noble 
friend,  yet  certainly  the  effect  of  his 
speech  was  to  imply  that  in  this  matter 
Germany  had  acted  in  a  way  which  was 
unduly  and  unnecessarily  hostile  both  in 
spirit  and  intention  to  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  I  am  confident  that  there  is 
not  one  of  your  Lordships  who  does  not 
desire  to  cherish  and  to  strengthen  the 
ties  between  this  country  and  Canada  ; 
but  while  I  would  wish  to  do  that,  and 
to  do  justice  in  every  sense  to  our  fellow- 
countrymen  in  Canada,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  mischievous  if  a  wrong  impres- 
sion got  abroad  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  Germany  in  this  matter.  The  feeling 
that  Germany  had  been  behaving  in  a 
rather  high-handed  manner,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  was  rather  emphasised  in  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Foreign  Secretary.  In  reply  to  the 
question  and  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Camperdown,  the  noble 
Marquess  rather  compared  the  position 
of  this  country  to  that  of  an  unprotected 
person  in  a  lawless  country.     He   said— 

"  To  my  mind  the  present  position  is  almost 
intolerable.  If  we  take  the  opportunity  of 
sapplying  ourselves  with  a  revolver,  and  let  it 
be  seen  by  everybody  that  we  have  got  one,  and 
that  it  is  rather  larger  than  anylxx^  else's,  my 
own  impression  is  that  we  shall  find  ourselves 
carefully  let  alone." 

Certainly,  the  effect  of  those  words  in 
the  country,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  noble  Marquess,  was 
to  emphasise  and  to  give  force  to  the 
view  that  in  this  matter  we  had  a 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint  against 
the  attitude  of  the  German  Government. 

Let  us  examine  shortly,  but  carefully, 
the  history  of  this  matter.  Before  1897 
the  treaty  between  this  country  and 
Germany  was  in  force  which  had  existed 
since  1865.  That  treaty  contained  a 
stipulation  that  there  should  be  absolute 
equality  of  treatment  between  German 
and  British  goods  in  British  Colonial 
markets.  In  1897  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier 
changed  that  policy  by  giving  to  this 
country  a  preferential  tariff  in  respect  to 
goods  sent  from  this  country  as  against 
Germany.  The  result  of  that  was  that  a 
correspondence  arose  between  the  German 
Gk)vemment  and  our  Government,  and 
Lord  Salisbury,  who  was  at  that  time 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 


gave  notice  that  he  desired  to  terminate 
the  existing  treaty.  The  treaty  was 
terminated,  and  Germany  declined  at 
the  time  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty 
because  she  said  her  whole  tariff  system 
was  going  to  be  overhauled  in  1903. 
And  here  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I 
do  most  earnestly  trust  that  in  any 
future  arrangement  with  Germany  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
will  be  able  to  secure  the  best  treatment 
that  can  possibly  be  obtained  for  Canada, 
However,  the  new  treaty  was,  as  I  say, 
declined  by  Germany,  but  in  the  mean- 
time a  modus  vivendi  was  arrived  at 
between  the  German  Government  and 
the  British  Government  by  which  the 
most-favoured- nation  clause  was  retained 
to  this  country,  but,  of  course,  Canada 
was  exempted  from  it.  The  gist  of  the 
whole  controversy  depends  upon  the 
answer  to  the  question  whether  or  not 
Canada  has  been  and  is  a  fiscal  unit  of 
the  Empire.  It  was  maintained  by  the 
Canadian  Government  that  Canadians 
had  a  right  to  be  treated  in  precisely  the 
same  way  as  the  States  of  the  German 
Confederation,  and  as  France,  Spain,  and 
Belgium  treat  their  colonies.  But, 
my  Lords,  the  great  difference  between 
the  two  cases  is  that  the  colonies  of 
France,  Spain,  and  other  European 
nations  are  answerable  for  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  mother  country 
without  their  consent.  It  has  always 
been  the  policy  of  this  country — I 
think  I  may  say  the  admitted  and  the 
wise  policy  of  this  country  ever  since  we 
lost  the  greatest  colony  we  had  in 
America  through  adopting  a  different 
policy  —that  the  colonies  should  be  per- 
fectly independent  and  free  in  regard  to 
their  fiscal  arrangements. 

But  apart  from  this  general  theory 
and  this  general  practice,  I  would  re- 
mind your  Lordships  that  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  Sir  Charles  Tupper, 
contracted  a  commercial  treaty  on  be- 
half of  Canada  with  France  only  a  few 
years  ago — namely,  in  1893,  and  that 
treaty  was  ratified  by  Her  Majesty  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Canada  but  not  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Legislature  in  this  countiy. 
Again,  Lord  Salisbury  himself,  in  a  de- 
spatch in    reference  to    the  treaty   of 
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1865,    which    was 
1897,  said  thal^ 

"For  nwny  yean  past  the  self-governing 
colonies  luve  enjoyed  complete  tariff  autonomy, 
and  in  all  recent  commercial  treaties  oon- 
claded  by  Great  Britain  it  has  been  costomary 
to  insert  an  article  empowering  the  self- 
govtndng  colonies  to  adhere  or  not  at  will." 

At  that  time,  and  when  Germany  de- 
clined to  make  a  new  treaty,  the  matter 
dropped.  Mr.  Buxton  was  told  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  no  correspond- 
ence passed  between  the  Governments 
of  this  country  and  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  or  between  this  country  and 
Germany,  on  the  subject  for  1900,  1901 
and  1902.  Well,  in  1903  came  the 
Colonial  Conference,  when  we  all  most 
heartily  and  cordially  welcomed  the 
Colonial  Premiers  to  this  country.  In 
the  Report  of  the  Colonial  Conference, 
page  39,  will  be  found  these  words — 

"In  connection  with  the  discussion  of  the 
qaestion  of  preferential  trade  the  Conference 
also  considered  the  point  raised  by  the 
Commonwealth  Government  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  the  colonies  losing  most-favonred- 
nation  treatment  in  foreign  countries  in  the 
event  of  their  giving  a  tariff  preference  to 
British  goods.  As,  however,  the  exports  from 
the  colonies  to  fore^  countries  are  almost  ex- 
clusively articles  of  food,  or  raw  materials  for 
various  industries,  the  possibility  of  discrimi- 
nation against  them  in  foreign  markets  was 
n'>t  regarded  as  serious,  and  as  the  exports 
from  foreign  countries  to  the  colonies  are 
mainly  manufactured  articles  it  was  recognised 
that  if  such  discrimination  did  take  plMe  the 
colonies  had  an  effective  remedy  in  tneir  own 
hands." 

Now,  inasmuch  as  this  matter  was 
allowed  to  drop  for  several  years  and  is 
stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Colonial 
Conference  of  last  summer  not  to  be 
serious,  I  cannot  understand  why  now 
we  are  told  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  urgency. 

I  should  like  also  to  call  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  another  aspect  of  the 
question.  I  am  sure  that  the  impression 
i^:  very  largely  entertained  abroad  that 
the  effect  of  these  preferential  tariffs  is 
very  considerable  in  regard  to  our  trade 
with  Canada.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier 
started  his  policy  in  1897.  The  pre- 
ference that  was  then  given  to  this 
eountry  on  goods  amounted  to  12^  per 
cent. ;  that,  again,  was  raised  in  1900 
to  33  per  cent.,  and  yet,  as  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  your  Lordships,  the  trade 
between  this  country  and  Canada   has 
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tariffs  were  in  existence.  One  fact 
goes,  perhaps,  some  way  to  explain  that, 
and  it  is  this,  that  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, before  giving  us  these  preferential 
tariffs,  raised  the  duties  on  cotton  goods 
and  lowered  the  duties  on  raw  material, 
which,  of  course,  are  the  great  American 
imports  into  Canada.  The  Canadian 
tariff  rate  on  printed  cottons  was  raieed 
30  to  35  per  cent,  before  the  preferential 
tariff  came  into  play.  Inasmuch  as  half 
the  Canadian  imports  from  this  country 
consist  of  textiles,  your  Lordships  will  see 
that  that  was  retaining  the  protection  to 
the  Canadian  manufacturer  as  against 
the  Lancashire  manufacturer.  What 
has  been  the  practical  result]  Whereas 
in  1896,  the  year  before  the  preferential 
tariff  came  into  force,  the  percentage  of 
imports  from  Great  Britain  into  Canada 
represented  31  per  cent,  of  the  total 
imports,  in  1902,  that  is  two  years 
after,  the  preferential  tariff  had  been 
raised  and  we  had  been  given  a 
bonus  of  33  per  cent.,  the  percentage 
had  fallen  to  25  per  cent.,  whilst  the 
percentage  of  imports  from  the  United 
States  into  Canada  had  risen  in  tlie 
same  period  from  51  per  cent,  to  58^ 
per  cent.  Or  to  put  it  in  another  way,  the 
average  Canadian  duty  on  English  goo  s 
in  1901,  which  is  the  last  year  I  could 
get  at  in  order  to  make  the  calculation, 
was  18  per  cent.,  whereas  the  average 
duty  on  American  goods  was  only 
12  per  cent.  Do  not  let  it  be  supposed 
that  in  quoting  these  figures  I  have 
any  grievance  whatever  against  Canada. 
Canada  has  a  perfect  right  to  deal  with 
these  financial  questions  and  to  work 
out  her  own  financial  policy  as  she  {leases ; 
but  what  I  do  wish  to  bring  out  is  this, 
that  we  are  not  gaining  under  the 
preferential  system,  and  that  Canada,  I 
think  most  wisely,  has  taken  the  pre- 
caution in  her  own  interest  to  do  nothing 
to  interfere  with  or  to  prevent  imports 
from  the  United  States. 

Let  uq,  on  the  other  hand,  compare 
the  trade  of  this  country  with  Germany. 
I  take  my  figures  from  the  Annual 
Trade  Statement.  In  1902  our  imports 
from  Germany  were  £33,500,000,  and 
our  exports  £33,000,000.  But  we  must 
remember  that  in  connection  with  this 
trade  we  ought  to  add,  if  we  want  to  arrive 
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at  the  profit  to  this  country,  the  profit 
which  we  make  in  freights,  because 
almost  the  whde  of  the  trade  is  carried 
by  English  shipping.  I  do  not  want  to 
uaduly  weary  your  Lordahips  with 
figures,  but  I  should  like  to  remind  jou 
tliat  of  this  £33.500.000  of  German 
imports,  about  £4,000,000  is  represented 
by  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures  and 
machinery.  It  might  be  said  that  we 
might  retaliate  upon  Germany  by  putting 
a  heavy  duty  on  those  goods  which 
we  ourselves  are  highly  interested  in. 
but  I  find  that  we  export  to  Germany 
X9,d00,000  ot  precisely  the  same  class  of 
goods.  I  want  to  ask  another  question 
with  regard  to  this  proposed  retaliation 
on  Germany.  Is  Holland  to  be  included  1 
A  very  large  amount  of  the  goods  that 
come  from  Germany  come  through 
Holland,  and  it  seems  to  me,  on  the 
face  of  it,  rather  unreasonable  that 
Holland,  with  whom  we  have 
no  commercial  quarrels,  should  be  in- 
cluded, and  yet,  if  we  do  not  include 
Holland,  we  shall  have  to  resort  to  a 
sort  of  investigation  as  to  origin,  and 
every  one  connected  with  trade  knows 
that  these  vexatious  and  inquisitorial 
procepdings  hamper  and  are  highly 
detrimental  to  general  trade. 

Let  me,  again,  ask  your  Lordships  to 
consider  what  are  the  facts  and  figures 
ia  regard  to  the  trade  of  this  country 
and  Canada.  I  will  not  occupy  your 
Lordships'  time  by  statements  of  a 
general  character,  but  will  give  you 
facts  and  figures,  which  are  unanswer- 
able, from  the  Statement  of  Trade  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  We  import  from 
Canada,  annually,  goods  to  the  extent 
£18,000,000,  which  I  believe  represents 
approximately  about  half  the  total 
export  trade  of  Canada,  and  we  receive 
these  £18,000,000  of  Canadian  goods 
without  asking  them  to  pay  one 
penny  of  duty.  On  the  other  hand, 
what  is  our  export  trade  to  Canada  i 
We  export  to  Canada  goods  amounting 
to  an  annual  value  approximately  of 
£8,000,000.  But,  my  Lords,  what  is 
£8,000,000  compared  with  our  exports 
to  India,  which  amount  to  £40.000,000, 
and  as  compared  with  our  exports  to 
foreign  countries,  which  stand  at 
£178,500,0001  In  short,  our  export 
trade  to  Canada,  having  regard  to  the 
total   export    trade    of     this     country. 
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represents  but  3  per  cent,  of  our  total 
trade.  Again  I  say  no  one  desires  more 
sincerely  than  I  do  to  encourage  trade 
between  this  country  and  Canada  in  a 
natural  and  legitimate  way ;  but,  dealing 
with  figures — and  this  question  must  be 
decided  upon  economic  grounds — I  do 
not  see  how  you  can  treat  this  Canadian 
question  as  apart  from  the  general 
interests  of  the  Empire  at  large. 

The  total  export  trade  of  AustraUa 
represents  about  £56,000,000,  of  which 
customers  in  this  country  take  about 
£36,000,000.  1  herefore,  in  addition  to 
half  the  export  trade  of  Canada,  we  take 
two-thirds  of  the  export  trade  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  we  take  all  that  trade  abso- 
lutely free  from  a  single  sixpence  of 
duty.  When  people  talk  of  free  trade 
within  the  Empire,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  we  have  alieady  free  trade 
with  a  great  part  of  the  Empire,  with 
India,  with  Hong  Kong  and  with  Singa- 
pore, while  the  duties  at  the  Cape  are 
very  small ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  ai  e 
asked  to  change  our  policy,  it  must  be 
in  the  endeavour  to  tax  the  food  of  this 
country,  because  that  is  the  only 
advantage  we  can  offer  to  Canada  and 
Australia,  as  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
the  Empire  at  large.    I  have  no  doubt 

Jrour  Lordships  have  read  the  interesting 
etters  which  have  been  published  in 
Th«  Times  newspaper,  written  by  a  gentle- 
man who  signs  himself  "Economist" 
I  am  rather  surprised  that  he  should 
have  assumed  that  title,  because  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  his  views  are 
always  on  political  and  not  on  economic 
lines.  But  in  those  letters  there  are 
two  very  considerable  admissions,  which 
I  do  maintain  go  to  the  root  of  the 
whole  question.  In  one  of  those  letters 
—I  think  the  first— "  Economist "  said 
he  did  not  agree  with  the  methods  or 
views  of  Viscount  Goschen,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  entirely  agreed  with  him 
that  a  tax  on  food  was  the  key  of  M  r. 
Chamberlain's  policy  ;  and  again,  in  the 
second  letter,  he  said — 

"  Do  not  let  ns  be  deluded  by  the  idea  that 
the  British  Empire  can  for  a  great  number  of 
years  depend  upon  its  own  production." 

That  is  to  say,  "  Economist"  admits  that 
the  keystone  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy 
is  taxation  on  food,  and  he  also  admits 
that  it  must  be  years  and  years  before, 
I  under  any  system    of   protection,  the 
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people  of  this  country  can  be  supplied 
with  cheap  food  by  and  through  the 
colonies.  That  seems  to  me  to 
strike  at  the  root  and  at  the  heart 
of  the  whole  matter.  I  do  not 
for  one  moment  wish  to  say  a  word 
which  can  give  offence  to  the  colonies ; 
but  the  colonial  problem  and  our  pro- 
blem are  totally  different.  We  have  to 
feed,  and  they  have  to  build  up,  a  popu- 
lation, and  that  central  fact  must  never 
be  lost  sight  of  and  can  never  be  burked. 

I  confess  that  I  entirely  endorse  the 
expression  of  opinion  which  fell  from 
the  noble  Duke  the  Leader  of  the  House 
that  this  policy— if  it  is  a  sound  pohcy 
— must  be  decided  on  economic  grounds. 
What  is  economically  true  in  this  matter 
is  politically  right,  and  what  is  economic- 
ally false  is  politically  wrong.  We  have 
tried  a  contrary  policy  In  Ireland  with 
regard  to  Irish  land,  and  we  have  had 
to  pay  the  penalty  for  oursentimentality 
and  our  folly  in  that  respect.  If  this 
question  is  to,  be  decided  on  political 
grounds— and  that,  I  believe,  is  the  way 
in  which  it  will  be  put  before  the  country 
— rather  than  on  economic  grounds ; 
if  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme  is  to  be 
considered  on  political  in  preference 
to  economic  reasons  I  do  not  see 
myself  how  the  British  Empire,  which 
is  a  democratic  Empire,  is  to  be 
strengthened  or  increased  in  force  or  in 
cohesion  [by  such  a  policy.  I  am  afraid 
that  very  awkward  Socialistic  questions 
and  other  questions  dangerous  to  pro- 
perty will  be  raised  if  we  adopt  a  policy 
— for  that,  after  all,  is  what  it  would 
mean— of  making  this  country  a  land 
of  protective  interests  and  privileged 
classes.  There  are  vast  masses  of  the 
people  ot  this  country  who  do  not  belong 
to  [any  particular  interest  that  can  be 
protected;  and  I  maintain  that  the  posi- 
tion would  be  a  serious  one  if  the  masses 
of  the  people  are  to  be  told  that  in  order 
to  maintain  the  Empire  their  food  must 
be  taxed,  and  that  if  they  object  to  their 
food  being  taxed  they  must  go  elsewhere 
and  emigrate  either  to  America  or  to  the 
C!olonies.  That  is  the  way  in  which  it 
will  be  put  to  their  minds,  and  that  is 
the  way  in  which  I  should  like  to  see  it 
answered  to-night.  It  is  for  these  reasons 
that  I  do  raise  a  very  strong  objection 
to  the  re-opening  of  this  question,  be- 
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cause  I  believe  it  may  revive  a  great 
many  controversies  which  we  had 
hoped  were  settled  once  for  all. 
I  believe  a  cause  of  quarrel  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies  will  be 
introduced,  and  not  a  bond  of  cohesion, 
if  there  is  an  attempt  to  elaborate  in 
this  Empire,  with  its  divergent  and  dif- 
ferent interests,  one  hard  and  fast  fiscal 
policy. 

•Lord  HARRIS  :  My  Lords,  I  also  beg 
permission  to  ask  a  Question  of  which  I 
have  given  my  noble  friend  the  noble 
Marquess  private  notice,  and  which  I 
think  legitimately  arises  out  of  the 
larger  part  of  the  subject  with  which 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  has  dealt,  al- 
though it  does  not,  I  admit,  directly 
arise  out  of  the  particular  Question  he 
has  asked.  In  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  the  new  fiscal  policy  raised  by  the 
noble  Viscount  on  my  left  the  other 
night,  several  speakers  referred  to  what 
they  ca'led  the  remarkable  prosperity  of 
the  country  during  the  last  fifty  yean:, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  using 
too  strong  an  expression  if  I  said  that 
the  general  tone  was  that  the  progress 
had  been  unparalleled.  But  in  the 
course  of  the  last  thirty  years,  under 
the  system  of  free  imports,  one  industry 
has  been  very  nearly  ruined.  I  think 
it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
those  who  have  suffered  should  look 
back  with  complacency  to  that  period 
as  one  of  unparalleled  prosperity.  In 
order  to  see  the  effect  on  a  country  of  a 
system,  one  should  leave  it  for  some 
years.  I  left  this  country  for  five  years, 
and  when  I  came  back  I  was  able  to 
detect  certain  changes  in  the  people.  I 
admit  at  once  the  folly  of  attempting  to 
argue  from  the  particular  to  the  general. 
I  am  simply  giving  my  experience  of  my 
own  neighbourhood — a  purely  agricul- 
tural one.  I  found  that  the  poorer 
classes — the  labouring  classes — were  un- 
doubtedly better  off.  There  was  no 
question  about  it.  The  children  were 
well  clothed  and  shod  and  looked  well, 
and  one  could  not  help  being  delighted 
at  seeing  such  a  change.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  at  the  beginning  of  those 
five  years  they  had  been  in  a  miserable 
condition ;  far  from  it,  but  there  was  a 
distinct  improvement  in  their  appearance. 
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But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  found  that  a 
generation  of  farmers  had  been  swept 
out  of  existence.  There  were,  in  fact,  no 
farmers  for  miles  around.  So,  too, the  yeo- 
men's property  was  absorbed  in  larger 
properties  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  pur- 
chased by  people  of  some  wealth  coming 
from  the  towns  who  might  in  the  course 
of  a  generation  or  two  oecome  yeomen 
themselTCS,  or  what  we  used  to  regard  as 
yeomen.  But  the  class  for  the  time  had 
disappeared.  Large  numbers  of  land- 
owners, in  endeavouring  to  maintain 
their  properties  properly,  to  keep  up  the 
buildings,  to  provide  decent  lodgings  for 
the  poorer  classes  who  lived  on  those 
properties,  had  failed  and  gone  down  in 
the  struggle.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  stronger  Radical  than  I  am  on  the 
subject  of  land.  I  do  not  think  anyone 
who  cannot  do  his  duty  by  the  land 
is  worth  having  on  it.  I  prefer  to  see 
an  old  family  go  if  they  cannot  keep  up 
their  property  properly,  if  they  cannot 
keep  up  tneir  labourers'  cottages  to  that 
condition  which  improvement  in  edu- 
cation requires ;  but  I  can  imagine  those 
families  not  regarding  the  system  under 
-which  we  have  Uved  for  fifty  years  as 
one  of  ^unparalleled  prosperity.  "Iherefore 
I  thii^  that  'when  the  system  of  free 
imports  is  held  up  to  our  admiration  as 
it  was  the  other  night  by  my  noble 
friend  on  my  left,  and  when  we  are 
warned  of  the  danger  of  taxing  the  food 
of  the  people,  we  are  bound  to  remember 
that  the  one  effect  of  very  cheap  food 
has  been  to  seriously  impoverish  several 
classes  of  society;  and  it  has  had  this 
additional  effect,  which  I  think  is  far 
more  important,  that  it  has  reduced  the 
number  of  people  in  certain  areas  whom 
the  land  at  one  time  employed.  When 
I  came  back  after  an  absence  of  five 
years  I  found  thousands  of  acres  in 
grass,  and  not  good  grass  at  that, 
where  once  the  plough  was  at  work. 
The  land  in  the  eastern  counties  to 
which  I  am  referring  is  regarded  by  the 
expert  farmer  as  good  for  the  grazing  of 
sheep  only.  A  good  deal  of  it  is  not 
fit  for  keeping  more  than  one  sheep  for 
every  acre,  whereas  before  the  days  of  very 
low  prices  each  acre  used  to  produce 
four  quarters  of  wheat,  which  supports  a 
man  for  a  year.  Therefore,  land  which 
formerly  maintained  a  man  now  only 


maintains  a  sheep.  That  is  not  pro- 
gression. It  is  retrogression.  And 
when  we  contemplate  the  effect  of  free 
imports  we  are  bound  surely  to  have 
regard  to  the  incontestable  fact  that 
many  thousands  of  acres  of  land  which 
used  to  provide  work  for  the  plough, 
and  therefore  for  a  number  of  men  and 
horses,  have  gone  back  to  a  pastoral 
condition,  and  are  unable  to  provide  as 
much  food  as  they  used  to  when  prices 
were  better. 

We  are  promised  an  inquiry  into  this 
most  important  subject.  What  the 
character  of  that  inquiry  is  to  be  seems 
still  somewhat  vague.  From  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  other  night, 
I  certainly  did  not  infer — it  was  possibly 
my  fault — that  it  was  simply  to  be  an 
inquiry  within  the  Cabinet,  with  the 
presentation  from  time  to  time  of  Papers 
to  Parliament ;  but  I  gathered  from  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister,  made  a 
short  time  after  the  debate  in  this 
House,  that  that  is  to  be  the  form  of 
inquiry.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  are  most 
anxious  to  give  all  the  information  they 
possibly  can  in  order  to  enable  the 
public  to  make  up  its  mind  on  this 
important  subject ;  and  it  is  very  im- 
portantt  I  need  hardly  say,  that  this  in- 
formation should  be  given  as  soon  as 
possible.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
the  autumn  is  an  important  time  to 
agriculturists.  It  is  the  time  when 
meetings  of  agricultural  societies  and  of 
farmers  and  landlords  are  held.  I  am  sure 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  that, be- 
fore that  time  comes,  those  whose  busineas 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  address  their 
neighbours  on  public  subjects  should  be 
in  a  position,  so  far  as  possible,  at  any 
rate,  to  make  up  their  minds  upon  some 
of  the  points  that  will  have  to  be  decided. 
As  has  been  already  pointed  out  by  the 
noble  Earl  opposite,  and  by  the  noble 
Viscount  on  my  left,  in  its  initial  stages 
this  controversy  will  centre  on  the  price 
of  corn,  and  the  agricultural  labourer 
you  may  be  certain  has  got  his  ears 
open,  and  will  want  to  know  how  his 
wages  and  the  price  of  his  food  are  to  be 
affected.  Many  of  your  Lordships  are 
anxious  to  give  your  neighbours  aa 
clearly    as   possible  your  ideas   of    the 
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effect  of  the  proposals  that  have  been 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  and  I  do  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  endeavour  to  give  us  as  much 
information  as  they  can  and  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  that  we  may  be  able 
to  discuss  with  intelligence  these 
questions  at  such  meetings  as  I  have 
suggested.  I  am  personally  not  very 
much  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
an  import  duty  on  wheat — I  mean  an 
import  duty  of  any  reasonable  amount. 
Tour  Lordships  will  remember  that, 
when  Sir  Bobert  Peel's  Bill  came  up  to 
this  House  for  the  abolition  of  duties, 
the  question  was  whether  an  Amend-> 
ment  should  be  introduced,  and  the 
maximum  amount  discussed  was  5s. 
We  know  now  what  amount  of  revenue 
a  5s.  duty  would  bring  in  at  this  time. 
I  am  not  suggesting  for  one  moment 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
any  idea  in  their  heads  of  any  such 
import,  but  giving  that  as  a  possible 
figure,  I  confess  I  am  not  very  much 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  an  import  duty ; 
and  for  this  reason,  that  the  average  efiect 
of  an  import  duty  on  wheat  would  be 
infinitesimal  compared  with  the  fluctua- 
tions in  price  brought  about  by  natural 
causes.  In  one  of  the  articles  in  The 
Times  to  which  the  noble  Earl  referred, 
reference  is  made  to  these  variations. 
The  writer  points  out  that  the  average 
price  of  wheat  in  the  English  market 
for  the  twenty-five  years  preceding  the 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  was  practically 
the  same — 578. —as  that  of  the  early 
seventies,  and  that  the  great  fall  from 
1877,  when  the  price  was  56s.  9d.,  to 
1894,  when  it  was  17s.  8d.  m  October, 
and,  for  the  year,  an  average  of  223.10d., 
was  very  remotely  connected  with  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws.  He  gives 
tables  showing  the  price  of  bread 
between  1893  and  1898.  In  Sept- 
ember, 1896,  the  average  price 
for  the  4  lb.  loaf  was  4-:22d.;  in  May, 
1898,  the  average  price  was  6\d.  This  is 
a  rise  of  very  near  y  50  per  cent.brought 
about  by  natural  causes ;  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  I  say  I  am  not  very 
much  alarmed  at  the  effect  of  an  import 
duty.  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that 
the  whole  of  the  charge  would  fall  on 
the  Consumer. 

What  I  have  quoted  leads  me  to  the 
Question  which  I  wish  to  put  to   His 

Lord  Harris. 


Majesty 'sGovemment — namely,  whether 
the  Government  can  give  us  some 
information  which  will  enable  us  to 
estimate  what  has  been  the  effect  <^ 
freight  on  the  market  prices  of  some  of 
the  largest  articles  of  import  in  the 
last  twenty-five  to  thirty  years. 
As  has  been  pointed  out  bv  the  writer 
in  The  Times,  the  principal  fall  in  the 
price  of  wheat  did  not  take  fdaoe  in  the 
first  twenty  years  after  the  aboUtioD  of 
import  duties,  but  only  from  about  the 
seventies  to  the  present  time;  and 
therefore  it  is  obvious  to  most  thinking 
people  that  the  main  factor  in  producing 
cheap  bread  to  the  people  of  this  country 
has  not  been  the  opening  of  ports,  but  the 
increased  supply ^/us  reduction  in  freight. 
After  the  noble  Lord  opposite  [Lord 
Avebury]  had  spoken  the  other  night  on 
this  subject,  I  took  the  liberty  of  going 
across  and  asking  him  whether  he 
thought  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Gk>vernment  to  give  some  information 
to  Parliament  on  this  subject,  and  he 
replied  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
possible.  He  said  he  believed  that  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  the  transport  of 
wheat  from  Dakota  to  England  was  no 
less  than  21s.  per  quarter.  The  total 
fall  in  the  last  thirty  years  is  only  some 
30s.,  and  if   21s.  of    that  fall  is  to  be 


•Lord  AVEBURY :  I  certainly  did  in 
conversation  give  those  figures  to  my 
noble  friend,  and  believed  them  to  be 
correct,  but  if  I  had  known  he  was 
going  to  use  them  in  your  Lordships' 
House  I  should  have  verified  them. 

Lord  HARRIS :  I  was  careful  to  suy 
that  the  noble  Lord  stated  that  he 
believed  the  figures  he  gave  me  were 
correct.  I  am  using  them  to  show  how 
important  it  is  that  the  public  should 
understand  that  the  main  cause  of  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  bread  is  not  the  open- 
ing of  the  ports  but  the  reduction  in 
freight,  plus,  of  course,  the  largely  in- 
creased area  of  supply.  I  think  it  would 
be  extremely  useful  from  their  point 
of  view  if  the  Government  could  show 
that  one  cause  of  this  remarkable  fall  in 
prices  has  been  the  improvement  in  the 
machinery  of  steam-going  vessels.  I  was 
told  the  other  day  that  another  reason 
for  steam  vessels  being  able  to  reduce 
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their  freights  so  largely  was  the  intro- 
duction of  compound  engines. 

From  the  point  of  the  Government, 
or  of  those  members  of  it,  at  any  rate, 
who  believe  that  there  is  some  benefit  to 
the  country  to  be  derived  from  a  system 
of  preferential  tariffs  as  compared  with 
free  imports,  it  is  highly  important,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  be  able  to  show  that  this 
fall  in  price  is  due  to  these  causes ;  for 
this  reason,  that  it  is  highly  improbable,  so 
far  as  one  can  see,  that  freights  can  ever 
go  up  to  anything  like  what  they  were 
before  the  seventies.  Therefor^  what- 
ever effect  may  be  produced  by  a  duty, 
and  whatever  its  incidence,  at  any  rate 
it  is  impossible  for  bread  to  rise  to  such 
prices  as  were  possible  at  that  period. 
I  put  this  point  before  His  Majesty's 
(Government  solely  with  the  object  of 
helping  them,  if  I  can,  to  add  to  the  use- 
ful information  which  it  seems  to  me  it 
is  absolutely  essential  should  be  placed 
before  the  country  if  they  expect  those — 
and  I  say  this  with  special  feeling  —who 
have  supported  them  for  so  many  years 
to  continue  to  do  so.  I  was  a  colleague 
in  a  humble  position  for  something  like 
fifteen  years  of  noble  Lords  below  me, 
and  I  am  most  anxious  to  support 
them  now ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  go  to  the  meetings  I  am  likely  to 
have  to  address  in  the  autumn,  and  to 
give  unfaltering  support  to  this  policy, 
unless  I  am  convinced  that  some  good 
is  coming  out  of  it — not  only  some  good 
to  the  Empire,  which  I  put  first,  but 
also  to  the  agricultural  interest  which 
has  suffered  so  materially  during  the 
last  thirty  years.  If  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  Empire  will  gain  by  such  a 
scheme  as  has  been  foreshadowed  by 
several  members  of  the  Government, 
then  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
putting  the  special  interests  of  agricul- 
ture in  the  second  place,  and  I  should 
be  prepared  to  do  what  I  could  in 
urging  my  agricultural  friends  in  the 
country  that  they  shoidd,  as  they  have 
done  in  the  past,  consent  to  suffer  for 
the  good  of  the  general  community. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  My 
Lords,  I  only  venture  to  interpose  for  a 
moment  in  order  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  may  feel  it 
possible,  in  his  reply,  to  say  something 


to  remove  the  impression,  which,  to 
some  extent,  is  an  unfortunate  one,  that 
the  recent  action  of  Germany  in  regard 
to  Canada  has  been  such  as  to  justify  a 
feeUng  of  injury  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  and  that  a  thorough  apprecia- 
tion of  Canada  and  her  action  in  relation 
to  Great  Britain  involved  a  somewhat 
reproachful  attitude  towards  Germany. 
I  quite  admit  that  there  has  been  a 
feeling  of  disappointment.  That  was 
brought  out  in  the  very  able  Budget 
speech  of  the  Finance  Minister  ot  Canada ; 
but  I  think  that  that  is  a  very  differt-nt 
matter  from  the  sort  of  language  wh  ch 
I  am  afraid  has  been  used  in  this  House. 
It  has  been  said  that  Germany  wanted 
to  terrorise  one  of  our  colonies.  That 
seemed  to  me  rather  strong  language, 
and  what  I  would  hope  is  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
may  think  it  prudent  and  right  to 
indicate  that  such  a  feeling  is  neither 
necessary  nor  justifiable.  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  expect  Germany  to  approach 
this  question  with  the  same  sort  of 
sentiment  with  which  we  regard  our 
colonies.  I  give  way  to  no  one 
in  my  devotion  to  Canada,  but  I 
would  feel  it  to  be  a  regrettable 
thing  if  Canada  was  to  be  the  stalking 
horse,  so  to  speak,  for  any  suggestions 
or  language  which  might  seem  in  any 
way  to  impair  the  thoroughly  friendly 
feeling  between  Germany  and  this 
country,  which  has  been  so  well  main- 
tained and  which,  at  the  present  time,  it 
is  most  important  should  be  preserved. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  I  had  some 
difficulty  when  I  saw  the  notice  of  the 
noble  Earl's  Question  on  the  Paper  in 
divining  what  particular  statements  of 
the  Prime  Minister's  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  he  referred  to.  In  these 
days  Ministers  are  obliged  partly  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  their 
own  adherents,  and  partly  in  order  to 
meet  criticism,  to  contribute  a  very  large 
number  of  statements  with  regard  to 
matters  of  this  kind,  and  I  was  not 
able  intuitively  to  detect  what  the  state- 
ments were  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
desired  to  call  attention  ;  but  I  gather 
from  his  speech  that  the  particular 
statements  which  he  had  in  view  v/ere 
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statements  in  which,  in  his  opinion,  both 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  exaggerated  the  urgency 
of  the  case  which  has  arisen  as 
between  the  German  Government  and 
Canada.  The  noble  Earl  also  referred 
to  the  speech  delivered  in  this  House  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Camperdown  and 
to  my  own  remarks.  K  the  noble  Earl 
had  listened  to,  or  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing,  what  I  said  in  following 
Lord  Camperdown  on  the  occasion  of  thie 
Beoond  debate  on  this  subject,  he  would 
have  noticed  that,  while  agreeing 
generally  with  the  tenor  of  Lord 
Camperdown's  remarks,  I  expressly 
desired  to  guard  myself  from  being  sup- 
posed to  concur  in  what  he  said  in  the 
direction  of  imputing  hostility  to  the 
<3ernian  Government  in  its  action  with 
regard  to  Canada. 

And  when  the  noble  Earl  goes  on  to 
refer  to  that  passage  in  my  first  speech 
in  which  I  used  the  simile  of  the  revolver,  I 
must  remind  him  that  I  was  then  deal- 
ing, not  with  the  case  between  Canada 
and  Germany,  but  with  the  second 
part  of  the  subject,  which  I  treated 
quite  separately,  namely-  the  question 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  industries 
of  this  country  suffered  from  the  com- 
petition of  foreign  gords  produced  under 
circumstances  which  make  it  impossible 
for  our  manufacturers  to  compete  with 
them  in  the  British  market.  On  that 
occasion  I  said  that  it  seemed  to  me 
that,  if  we  were  to  be  in  a  position  to 
resist  attacks  of  that  kind,  we  should 
siipplj-  ourselves  with  means  for  doing 
so.  At  the  Conclusion  of  the  passage 
I  find  I  used  these  words — 

"  I,  at  any  rate,  think  it  our  doty  to  regard, 
in  a  tolerant  spirit  and  with  an  open  mind,  the 
proposals  for  dealing  with  these  important 
•qnestions." 

That  is  exactly  where  the  noble  Earl 
and  I  part  company.  I  desire  that 
these  proposals  should  be  examined  in 
a  tolerant  spirit  and  with  an  open  mind, 
and  the  noble  Earl  told  us  just  now 
that  what  he  objected  to  was  the  re- 
opening of  these  discussions.  We  think 
the  time  has  come  when  these  discus- 
sions should  be  re-upened ;  and,  though 
we  do  not  desire  for  a  moment  to  be 
dogmatic  about  it,  we  do  consider  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  find  some  means 
•of    ascertaining     whether    or    not    it 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoione. 


is  possible  to  establish  closer  fiscal 
relations  with  the  colonies;  whether 
it  is  or.  is  not  possible  to  find  some 
means  of  protecting  them,  when  they  are 
subjected  to  ill-treatment  in  consequence 
of  preferential  advantages  granted  to 
ourselves;  and,  finally,  whether  it  is  or 
is  not  possible  to  discover  some  manner 
of  protecting  British  industries  against 
that  kind  of  unfair  and  inequitable 
competition  of  which  I  spoke  a  moment 
•go. 

With  regard  to  the  German  case,  the 
noble  Eari  gave  your  Lordships  its  history 
at  some  length  ;  and  I  could  not  help 
regretting  that  he  did  not  wait  to  do 
so  until  the  Papers,  which  I  shall  lay  on 
the  Table  in  a  day  or  two,  are  in  your 
Lordships'  hands.  I  do  not  desire  to- 
night to  anticipate  the  discussion  which 
those  Papers  may  possibly  lead  to ;  but 
I  will  only  say  this,  that  I  adhere  to  the 
view  I  expressed  the  other  evening, 
namely,  that  the  position  with  which  we 
were  threatened  is  not  one  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  could  regard  as 
other  than  a  serious  position.  It  is  not 
merely  that  we  found  that  Canada  was 
liable  to  be  made  to  suffer  in  consequence 
of  the  preferential  treatment  which  the 
Canadian  Government  had  accorded  to 
us;  but  it  was  actually  adumbrated  in  an 
official  document,  which  your  Lordships 
will  have  an  opportunityof  reading,  that  if 
other  colonies  acted  in  the  same  manner 
as  Canada  the  result  might  be  that  we, 
the  mother  country,  should  find  ourselves 
deprived  of  most-favoured-nation  treat- 
ment. That  we  regarded,  and  still  regard, 
as  an  urgent  matter.  I  do  not  mean 
urgent  so  much  in  point  of  time,  because 
I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  these 
things  are  likely  to  be  done  in  the  near 
future ;  but  urgent  in  view  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  issues  raised. 

Then  I  think  I  understood  the  noble 
Earl  to  say  that  the  preference  which 
Canada  has  given  to  us  had  been  of  little 
or  no  value.  [The  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
nodded  assent.]  Now,  my  Lords,  the 
information  in  my  possession  is  to  the 
effect  that  if  that  preference  did  not  lead 
to  a  very  large  or  rapid  increase  in  the 
trade  between  this  country  and  the 
Dominion,  it  had,  at  all  events,  the  effect 
of  arresting  the  very  perceptible  down- 
ward movement  which  was  in  progress  at 
the  time  when  the  preference  was  given. 

Digitized  by  V^OOy  If 


741 


Imperial 


Besides  that  there  is  this  to  be  borae  in 
mind,  that  the  main  increase  in  Canadian 
exports  has  been  in  raw  material  or  semi- 
manufactured articles  of  a  kind  in  which 
we  could  not  hope  to  compete ;  so  that 
to  the  extent  to  which  the  preference 
applies  to  1  articles  in  which  we  do  com- 
pete, it  has  been  productive,  I  believe,  of 
solid  advantage  to  the  commerce  of  this 
country.  I  will  not  attempt  to  follow 
the  noble  Earl  to-night  in  prognostica- 
tions with  regard  to  the  scope  of  any 
tariflF  legislation  which  may  or  may  not 
be  resorted  to  by  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  That  is  a  matter  as  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  well  knows  no  decision  has 
been  arrived  at ;  and  it  would  be  clearly 
improper  that  I  should  take  it  upon  my- 
self to  say  whether,  for  example,  any  such 
measure,  if  adopted  .it  all,  should  apply  to 
Holland,  the  country  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  referred. 


Lord  Harris  asked  the  Government 
whether  it  was  possible  for  us  to  give 
Parliament  any  infonnation  which  would 
enable  your  Lordships  to  judge  of  the 
effect  produced  on  prices,  and  particularly 
on  the  prices  of  food-stuflfs,  by  the  great 
fall  in  the  cost  of  oversea  freights.  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  noble  Lord  is  perfectly 
correct  when  he  said  that  amongst  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  great  fall 
in  the  prices  of  food-stuffs  the  cheapening 
of  oversea  freights  has  been  one.  But, 
my  Lords,  it  is  only  one  of  several 
factors ;  and,  although  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  supply  figures  to  show  what 
the  movement  of  freights  has  been,  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  supply  any  informa- 
tion which  will  enable  my  noble  friend 
to  disentangle  the  effects  of  that  cause 
from  the  effects  of  other  causes  which 
have  operated  in  the  same  direction. 
It  is  clear,  for  example,  that  the  great 
fall  in  the  prices  of  wheat  has  been  due  to 
the  development  of  new  grain-producing 
areas,  and  to  such  causes  as  the  invention 
of  labour-saving  implements.  Besides 
that  there  is  the  question  of,  not  oversea 
freights,  but  land  freights.  The  noble 
Lord  knows  very  well  that  in  no  respect 
have  the  conditions  been  more  changed, 
on  the  American  Continent  at  any  rate, 
than  in  respect  of  the  extraordinary 
cheapening  of  the  charge  for  the  carriage 
by  land  of  grain  and  other  bulky 
commodities.     I  have  had  no  time  to 
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look  at  the  figures,  but  1  believe  I  am  right 
in  saying  that  the  ct>8t  of  moving  a  ton  of 
grain  a  mile  in  the  United  States  is 
something  less  than  half  a  cent ;  and  one 
can  well  understand  how  cheap  rates  of 
that  kind  must  tend  to  bring  down 
prices  at  the  place  of  delivery. 

The  noble  Lord  is  perfectly  correct 
when  he  says  that  oversea  freights  have 
fallen.  I  find  there  is  a  Board  of  Trade 
Return  which  gives  figures  up  to  the 
year  1895,  from  which  I  gather  that  the 
freight  per  cwt.  from  New  York  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  was  10s.  in 
1874,  has  now  fallen  to  38.  No  doubt 
the  noble  Lcffd  may  claim  that  that  fall 
is,  to  some  extent,  answerable  for  the 
great  increase  in  the  amount  of  cereals 
imported  into  this  country,  which, 
I  believe,  rose  from  10,000,000  cwt  in 
1865  to  something  over  100,000,000  cwt. 
in   1901. 

The  noble  Earl  opposite  has  asked 
me  when  the  Government  intend  to  lay 
before  Parliament  their  proposals 
to  induce  Germany  to  modify  ner  tariff 
regulations  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
As  I  said  just  now,  we  shall  lay  Papers 
carrying  the  discussion  up  to  the  present 
date ;  but  the  noble  Earl,  of  course,  must 
not  expect  to  find  in  those  Papers  our 
proposals  for  inducing  Germany,  by 
negotiations  or  otherwise,  to  modify  her 
tariff  regulations.  Those  proposals  are 
obviously  of  a  kind  which  can  only  be 
taken  into  consideration  and  determined 
after  the  matter  has  undergone  the  full 
discussion  which  we  consider  indispen- 
sable. 


The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  want  to  intervene  for  any  time 
in  this  interesting  discussion,  but  I  must 
condole  with  my  noble  friend  opposite, 
Lord  Harris,  on  the  very  limited  amount 
of  consolation  he  has  received  in  reply 
to  his  inquiry  from  the  Government. 
He  made  a  request  of  some  importance, 
I  think.  He  said  he  thought  he  had  a 
right  to  be  informed  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  inquiry  the  Government  has  in- 
stituted; and  he  drew  a  somewhat 
pathetic  picture  of  what  his  fate  would 
be  this  autumn  in  addressing  agri- 
cultural meetings,  at  which  apparently 
he  is  a  welcome  and  frequent  guest, 
without  any  guidance  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  noble  Marquess  in  reply  to 
that  tells  him  that  he  has  figures,  though 
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insufiScient  figures,  and  can  procure 
more,  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of 
freight  between  the  United  States  and 
this  country.  That  is  rather  a  stone  to 
give  to  the  noble  Lord,  who  not  merelj 
asks  for  bread,  but  apparently  for  a 
protective  tax  on  bread. 

Lord  HABRIS  :  I  asked  for  nothing 
of  the  kind. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  The  noble 
Lord  extended  his  remarks  to  some  very 
interesting  inquiries  which  I  think 
deserve  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
Now  what  is  this  inquiry  1  It  is  some- 
thing so  impalpable  that  the  human 
mind  refuses  to  grasp  it,  and  the  infor- 
mation which  is  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  of  such  a  character  that  I 
venture  to  say  no  human  being  in  this 
universe  outside  the  Government,  and  I 
am  not  sure  that  even  all  the  Members 
of  the  Government,  can  form  the  faintest 
idea  as  to  what  shape  this  inquiry  is 
likely  to  take.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
consider  that  an  inquiry  is  now  necessary. 
I  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  until  the 
question  was  raised  in  an  authoritative 
form  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  since 
when  it  has  become  a  frequent  and 
public  subject  of  debate  between  the 
different  Members  of  the  Cabinet  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  But  the  question 
once  being  raised,  and  put  as  a  question 
of  Empire,  it  does  seem  to  me  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  escape  inquiry, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  see  that 
as  clearly  as  all  of  us.  The  question  is. 
What  is  this  inquiry  going  to  be  1  Is  it 
a  public  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  facts  and  communicating 
them  as  promptly  as  possible  to  the 
nation,  or  is  it  a  mechanism  for  keeping 
the  Cabinet  together  T  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  it  answers  to  the  second 
of  these  descriptions. 

I  hear  a  laugh,  and  I  am  not  in  the 
least  surprised,  because  the  position  is 
grotesque.  We  have  at  this  moment  a 
Government  of  all  the  talents,  and  all  the 
majorities,  repealing  a  corn  tax  of  a  very 
moderate  description  —  a  shilling ;  and 
at  the  moment  when  the  Prime  Minister 
is  endeavouring  to  deal  with  his  irritated 
followers  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of 
this  corn  tax,  and  to  vindicate  that,  the 
Colonial  Secretary  is  making  a  speech  at 
Birmingham    in    which  he  announces 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


that  the  policy  of  the  Goremment  will 
be,  must  be— I  must  be  careful  about 
my  auxiliary  verbs — may  be  a  tax  on 
the  food  of  the  people.  The  question 
naturally  arises  why  if  that  is  the  fc^ej 
of  the  Government  a  negative  policy 
should  be  pursued  with  regard  to  the 
com  tax  at  the  same  time.  But  that  is 
the  position  which  evidently  exdted  the 
attention  of  the  Government,  and,  when 
followed  up  by  one  or  two  more  speeches, 
caused  them  to  hold  a  Cabinet,  which  I 
do  not  doubt,  like  all  Cabinets,  was  a 
council  of  quiet  and  philosophical  dis- 
cussion. The  result  was  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  read  out  an 
inspired  paper  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  which  he  announced,  or,  I  suppose, 
adumbrated,  that  he  was  quite  ready  for 
an  inquiry — and  I  think  that  was  the 
first  notice  we  ever  had  that  there  waa 
going  to  be  an  inquiry — because  he  waa 
quite  couTincedthat  it  would  only  fortjfy 
the  country  in  the  doctrines  of  &ee 
trade  and  in  hostility  to  the  tax  on  com 
which  he  proposed  to  repeal. 

That  is  where  we  stand  with  regard 
to  the  matter;  frequent  Questions 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment since  asking  what  i;  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  t  Who  is  inquir- 
ing'} Is  anybody  inquiring  t  Is  the 
noble  Duke  inquiring  1  Is  it  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Cabinet  1  Is  it  being  con- 
ducted by  a  committee  of  the  Civil 
Service,  or  by  a  committee  of  experts  t 
The  noble  Duke  may  think  that  these 
questions  are  impertinent  and  intrusive, 
but  to  my  mind  they  are  vital  to  the 
matter  at  issue.  This  is  not  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  banker's  accounts  of  the 
Government,  or  as  to  any  private 
domestic  affairs  which  may  interest 
them  and  them  alone ;  it  is  by  far  the 
most  important  inquiry  that  has  ever 
been  conducted  in  the  country  in  my  life- 
time ;  and  if  it  is  to  be  conducted,  and  I 
think  it  is  inevitable,  it  should  not  be  a 
hole-and  corner  inquiry,  but  the  nation 
itself  should  be  a  party  to  it. 

Thb  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
Hear,  hear ! 

Thk  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  But  in 
what  sense  is  the  nation  a  party  to  itt 
It  does  not  even  know  the  constituent 
body  which  is  inquiring,  it  does    not 
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kaow  the  nature  of  the  inquiry,  nor 
what  it  is  inquiring  into.  If  it  is  an 
inquiry  into  the  opinions  of  His  Majesty's 
Goyemment,  I  can  understand  its  being 
both  lengthy  and  confidential.  But  if  it 
is  an  inquiry  into  the  broad  policy  on 
which  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  this 
country  have  been  conducted  for  the 
last  fifty-six  or  fifty-seven  years,  I  say 
that  it  should  be  a  public  inquiry.  It 
should  be  by  RoytJ  Commission,  or  by 
some  recognised  method,  but  it  should 
not  be  veiled  in  darkness,  without  any 
results  to  which  we  may  look,  without 
any  results  at  present  which  are  promised, 
and  the  slow  progress  of  which  is  only 
marked  by  the  milestones  of  the 
speeches  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  the  Prime  Minister,  who  announce 
doctrines  which  seem,  to  us  at  any  rate, 
utterly  irreconcilable  to  those  held,  for 
instance,  by  the  President  of  the  Council 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I 
appeal  to  the  Government  that  they 
should  take  the  country  into  their  con- 
fidence in  this  matter.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  ask.  Lord  Harris  is  a  faithful 
supporter  of  the  Government,  as  he  has 
reminded  them.  Has  he  not  a  claim  to 
know  something  of  what  is  going  on  in 
reference  to  this  inquiry  1  And  beyond 
the  supporters  of  the  Government,  has 
not  the  whole  nation  a  right  to  know 
fiumething  of  what  is  going  on  1  Lord 
Harris  said  the  agricultural  labourers  of 
this  country  would  be  all  agog  to  know 
what  is  to  be  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment; he  also  said  he  had  come  back 
after  five  years'  absence  and  seen  the 
agricultural  labourers  of  this  country  in 
a  state  of  unexampled  prosperity.  I  pre- 
sume the  agricultural  labourers  of  this 
country,  when  they  hear  that  the  first 
fiscal  measure  of  the  Grovernment  is  to 
be  a  tax  on  food,  and  when  they  hear, 
what  is  much  more,  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Empire  Ls  impossible  without 
A  tax  on  food — ^I  presume  that  they,  and 
every  one,  more  especially  Imperialists, 
to  whom  especially  the  Empire  is  dear, 
if  it  is  dearer  to  one  class  than  to 
Another,  have  a  right  to  ask  what  is 
being  done  on  this  matter. 

I  intervened  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  and  I  admit  that  what  I  have 
said  has  no  direct  reference  to  the  speech 
of  the  noUe  Earl  who  introduced  the 


discussion;  but  it  has  very  direct  refer- 
ence to  the  nteech  of  the  noble  Lord 
behind  the  Government,  who  pleads 
that  he  may  be  given  some  guidance  as 
to  what  he  is  to  say  in  rural  districts 
on  the  subject  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  It  is  not  the  noble  Loid 
alone  who  is  in  a  difficulty  in  this 
matter;  it  will  be  all  the  supporters 
of  the  Government,  aye,  and  the 
Government  itself.  At  present,  under 
the  new  doctrine  of  Cabinet  responsibility 
which  has  been  revealed  to  us,  the 
Government  are  talking  in  different 
voices,  and  presenting  different  argu- 
ments from  a  totally  different  stand- 
point, to  the  Country,  and  the  baffled 
and  puzzled  country  are  to  be  reassured 
under  circumstances  so  unexampled  and 
unparalleled  as  this — by  being  told  that 
the  Government  are  hohling  a  secret 
inquiry  the  nature  of  which  they 
cannot  or  will  not  divulge. 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  ADMIR- 
ALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Earl  has  made  a  speech 
—  he  assiures  us  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment — which  seems  to  have  for  its 
principal  object  to  impress  upon  his 
fellow-countrymen  how  divided,  as  he 
opines,  the  Government  are  on  the 
question  we  are  now  discussing.  No 
one  has  a  greater  right  than  the  noble 
Earl  to  address  your  Lordships  with 
authority  on  what  is  meant  by  a  dir. 
united  Cabinet.  I  quite  admit  that 
there  are  many  on  both  sides  of  politics 
who  are  desirous  to  have  re- asked  and 
re-answered  these  questions  which,  some 
would  like  to  think,  were  laid  aside  sixty 
years  ago.  But  the  noble  Earl  himself 
is  in  the  same  position ;  for  I  defy  any 
one  to  read  his  speeches  on  this  question, 
as  I  have  read  them  with  minute 
attention,  and  say  what  his  opinion 
really  is.  He  began  by  telling  his 
countrymen  that  he  would  never  reject 
without  examination  any  scheme  put 
forward  on  authority  with  the  object 
of  connecting  more  closely  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  The 
noUe  Earl  has  omitted  one  rather 
important  word.  I  said  I  would  not 
reject  any  scheme  unseen. 
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The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  But  the 
noble  Earl  has  since  proceeded  to  con- 
struct every  possible  scheme,  and  to 
reject  them  all.  But  in  this  rejection  of 
the  schemes  which  he  has  himself  con- 
structed I  have  noticed  two  things.  He 
has  very  carefully  announced,  ad  urbem 
et  orbem,  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Gobden 
Olub  are  for  him  no  part  of  revealed 
religion,  thereby  differentiating  himself 
from  a  large  part  of  the  Party  with 
which  he  usually  acts ;  and  I  notice  that, 
although  he  has  contributed  greatly  to 
the  elucidation  of  the  question  of  a  pro- 
posed tax  on  food,  he  has  never  so  much 
as  mentioned  the  word  retaliation.  The 
noble  Earl  has  told  us  that  if  the  Liberal 
Party  cannot  unite  on  this  question 
never  can  they  unite  again.  He  is  willing 
to  hold  out  his  arm  to  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  and  go  forward 
with  him  on  the  march  of  progress. 
But  at  tne  very  moment  when  they  are 
linked  arm-in  arm  and  about  to  start, 
with  the  impetuosity  which  is  character- 
istic of  the  noble  Earl's  companion,  the 
noble  Earl  says,  ''My  friends,  put  your 
arms  round  the  pillar  of  the  Liberal 
League."  That  is  a  fair  illustration  of 
the  fact  that  we  are  all  ready  to  examine 
this  question,  and  that  none  of  us  are 
prepared'  to  stand  exactly  where  our 
fathers  stood  fifty  years  ago. 

My  noble  friend  Lord  Qoschen  talked  of 
agnostics  in  this  matter,  and  there  he 
touched  the  spot.  What  is  the  position  in 
which  we  find  ourselves.  Brought  up 
almost  to  regard  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gobden  Club  as  part  of  revealed  reUgion, 
and  to  believe  that  there  could  not  be 
any  national  prosperity  or  economic  truth 
outside  the  pamphlets  of  that  body,  we 
have  gradually  been  disillusioned,  and 
we  have  seen  that,  though  under  free 
trade  we  have  prospered  mightily,  other 
countries  have  prospered  no  less  greatly 
under  a  totally  diflferent  system.  There- 
fore in  our  minds  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gobden  Club  have  passed  from  a  dogma 
to  a  policy ;  and  the  question  that  we 
now  look  at  is  not  what  is  revealed 
truth,  or  the  natural  law,  but  what  is 
the  policy  which,  under  given  circum- 
stances, will  best  suit  this  country  or 
that.  It  b  in  that  frame  of  mind  that 
we  desire  to  approach  this  inquiry. 
What  are  the  objects  ?    Are  they  great 


and  noble  objects  1  The  noble  Earl  him- 
self laid  stress  on  the  great  ideal  of  closer 
union  with  the  colonies.  The  question 
is,  can  that  be  increased  by  any  change 
in  our  fiscal  policy,  and  what  is  the 
price  that  we  must  pay  for  the  change  t 
We  apply  exactly  the  same  test  to  the 
question  of  retaliation;  and  the  closer 
we  look  the  more  we  are  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  ques- 
tion of  policy.  It  is  all  a  question  of 
degree.  The  noble  Marquees  opposite 
(the  Marquess  of  Ripon)  laughs.  In  one 
of  the  printed  despatches  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  when  he  was  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, in  answering  the  proposal  made  at 
the  Ottawa  Conference — a  proposal 
which  he  rejected — he  dealt  with  the 
possibility  of  an  alternative  scheme  in 
words  of  sympathy.    He  said  that — 

"  If  the  proposal  had  been  one  for  free  trade 
within  the  Empire  it  would  have  merited  veiy 
carefnl  consideration." 

The  Mabqukss  of  RIPON:     Hear, 

hear. 

Thb  Earl  of  SELBORNE :  That  is 
the  exact  illustration  of  my  point.  If 
noble  Lords  were  prepared  to  adopt  such 
a  system,  could  they  refuse  to  give  the 
colonies  a  preference  or  accept  a  prefer- 
ence from  them  "i  This  inquiry  cannot 
be  dealt  with  by  a  Royal  Commission. 
It  must  be  an  inquest  of  the  nation  hy 
all  its  Parties  and  by  all  its  Press.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Earl  that 
you  cannot  have  Empire  without  trade. 
That  is  the  gist  of  the  question.  This 
country  has  had  great  periods  of  prosper- 
ity ;  and  the  question  we  have  to  ask  as 
guardians  of  the  future  is,  not  What  is 
or  has  been  the  condition  of  the  trade 
of  this  country,  but  What,  as  far  as  we 
can  foresee,  is  to  be  the  future  of  the 
trade  of  this  country  1  Are  the  people 
to  be  better  off  or  worse  offi  That 
question  you  cannot  refer  to  a  Royal 
Commission  or  to  a  Select  Committee. 
It  must  be  a  discussion  in  which  the 
whole  nation  takes  part,  and  statistics 
which  the  Government  Department* 
work  out  are  only  contributions  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  nation.  This  is  a  re- 
volt against  authority;  and  I  am  very 
glad  that  it  has  taken  place  at  this 
moment  when  trade  is  prosperous, 
because  if  it  had  taken  place  at  a  time  of 
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trade  depression  there  would  have  been 
a  danger  of  conclusions  being  arrived  at 
which  were  not  justified  by  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  Would 
the  noble  Earl  mind  telling  us  what  is 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which  he  is 
about  to  set  up  t 

*ViscouNT  GOSCHEN:  1  think,  my 
Lords,  that  the  inquiry  of  the  noble  Earl, 
Lord  Eosebery,  has  been  answered  by 
my  noble  friend,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  We  are  told  that  it  is  an 
inquest  of  the  nation  that  is  to  take 
place.  But  if  there  is  an  inquest  of  the 
nation,  we  have  further  to  ask  of  the 
Government,  what  are  the  questions  to 
be  submitted  to  the  inquest  of  the 
nation  1  There  are  many  questions 
which  are  raised  in  the  speeches  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  There  is  the 
question  of  old-age  p)ensions.  Is  that  to 
be  submitted  to  the  inquest  of  the  nation? 
and  are  all  these  questions  to  be 
supplemented  by  the  information  which 
h  supplied  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Government  themselves  t  Here  I  make 
one  appeal  to  my  noble  friends,  and  I 
am  sure  that  they  wUI  listen  to  it — that 
all  information  which  is  given  to  the 
Government  should  as  soon  as  possible 
be  supplied  to  the  public;  that  there 
should  not  be  speeches  made  in  the 
first  instance  relying  on  certain  statistics, 
and  that  the  statistics  should  not  come 
before  us  for  verification  only  after  the 
speeches  have  been  delivered  and  their 
effect  has  been  produced.  That  would 
not  be  a  fair  way  to  proceed;  and  I 
should  have  thought  that  it  was  in  the 
interest  of  the  Government  themselves 
that  members  of  the  Grovemment 
shoidd  refrain  from  continuing  what  I 
scarcely  know  whether  to  regard  as  a 
part  of  the  inquest  of  the  nation  or  a 
part  of  a  campaign  and  crusade. 

There  i.s  one  object  which  is  dear 
to  the  heart  of  a  great  number  of 
the  public  and  of  the  Press  who 
support  Mr.  Chamberlain's  proposals. 
It  is  that  the  labourer  should  be 
brought  back  to  the  land.  Lord  Harris 
suggests  that  the  agricultural  interest 
is  to  be  benefited  to  a  material  extent 
by  the  proposals  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted.     Can  the  Government  frankly 


tell  us  whether  a  tax  of  58.  on  corn 
will  form  part  of  the  issues  that  are 
to  be  submitted  1  I  think  they  are 
bound  to  come  a  little  more  into  the 
open  in  this  matter.  There  are  many 
persons  who  refrain  from  discussing 
such  a  tax  from  the  certainty  that 
Parliament  will  never  assent  to  it.  But^ 
on  the  other  hand,  there  will  be  others 
who  gather  the  opposite  impression, 
and  from  whom  support  is  secured  by 
a  kind  of  distant  hope  that  such  a 
prospect  is  not  out  of  the  question. 
Will  those  who  distinctly  desire  to 
protect  agriculture  by  a  4s.  or  Ss.  duty 
on  corn  think  themselves  to  be 
justified  in  supporting  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  on  the  ground  that  it 
lies  within  the  limits  of  practical  politics  1 
If  this  be  so,  will  statistics  be  placed 
before  us  elucidating  any  point  as  dis- 
tinct as  that  ?  I  have  doubts  whether 
it  would  be  so,  but  what  I  should 
be  anxious  to  see  is  a  series  of  distinct  pro- 
positions which  should  be  put  before  the 
public,  and  that  we  should  know  really 
what  we  are  to  discuss,  not  only  as  out- 
lined in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  scheme, 
but  in  far  more  particulars  than  are  at 
present  before  the  country. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  inquest  itself. 
I  agree  that  a  great  portion  of  that 
subject  must  be  decided  by  the  Cabinet; 
but  there  will  be,  and  probably  are, 
inquiries  in  progress  among  the  various 
Departments  of  the  Government.  Are 
these  Departments  co-operating  together, 
checking  together,  investigating  with 
absolute  impartiality,  without  any  biaa 
whatever  1  I  think  we  were  told  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  that  he  would  produce 
tables  with  which  he  would  go  into  the 
cottage  of  every  labourer,  showing  what 
effect  would  be  produced  by  the  increase 
of  the  price  of  food.  Will  such  tables  be 
accessible  to  the  public  so  that  we  shall 
all  be  able  to  judge  the  correctness  of 
the  literature  which  is  employed  in  that 
respect  1  I  am  sure  that  the  whole 
country  feels  puzzled  at  present  at 
the  stage  in  which  the  inquiry  stands. 
I  do  not  know  whether  much  progress  is 
being  made,  if  indeed  any  has  been  made, 
and  I  think  Lord  Rosebery  is  entitled  to 
our  gratitude  for  having  elicited  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  for  the  endeavour  to  elicit  what  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  it  to  be.  I  thought 
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it  right  to  make  these  few  observations, 
as  I  take  the  deepest  interest  in  the 
subject  of  this  inquiry,  thinking  that  it 
ought  to  be  thorough,  while  seeing  the 
great  difficulties  that  surround  it. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  My  Lords, 
I  thank  the  noble  Viscount  who  has  just 
sat  down  for  having  relieved  me  of  one 
part  of  the  subject  with  which  I  desired 
to  deal,  namely,   that  relating  to    the 
inquiry.     I  fully  agree  with  what  he  has 
said  on  that  subject,  but  I  feel  compelled 
to  make  some  observations  on  the  speech 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     It 
is  not  for  me  to  suppose  that  I  can  defend 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery,  who  is 
so  well  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  but 
I  must  say  that  I  think  the  noble  Earl 
«ingularly   misrepresented    the    position 
my  noble  friend  has  taken  up  in  regard  to 
the  questionnowunderdiscussion.   Hesaid 
thatljord  Rosebery  had  taken  various  views 
on  this  subject  and  had  made  inconsistent 
speeches.     My  noble  friend's  first  speech, 
After    the    world   was   startled   by   Mr. 
Chamberlain's  proposals,  was  made  at  a 
non-political  meeting,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, and  was  marked,  no  doubt,  by 
caution ;  but  whenever  my  noble  friend 
has  spoken  since,  when  he  has  not  been 
in  the  position  of  being  hampered,  he  has 
expressed  sentiments  of  disapproval  of  the 
proposals  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  the  noble  Elarl  was  justified, 
by  the  single  fact  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
in  making  the  charge  he  did.     Then  the 
noble  Earl  went  on  to  say  that  Lord 
Rosebery  must,  no    doubt,    sympathise 
deeply  with  a  Government  which  was 
divided  against  itself.     I  should  like  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  on  what  occasion  any 
members  of  the   Government  of    Lord 
Rosebery,  either  in  Parliament  or  out  of 
it,  devoted  themselves  to  attacking  each 
other   and    to    answering    each    other's 
speeches.     That  is  the  position  in  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  now  stands; 
and  it  seems  to  us  who  sit  on  this  side 
of  the  House  to  be  an  objectionable  and 
unconstitutional  proceeding.      Certainly 
no  precedent  can  be  found  for  it  in  the 
Government  of  Lord  Rosebery. 

My  noble  friend  who  introduced  this 
discussion  deserves  our  best  thanks  for 
his  very  able  speech  and  for  having  raised 
a  debate  of  so  much  interest,  and  if  he 
has  done  nothing  else  he  has  accomplished 
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one  very  useful  object  in  inducing  the 
noble   Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Afifairs  to  disconnect  himself 
from  a  considerable  portion  of  the  speech 
made  a  few  days  ago  by  Lord  Camper- 
down,  and  he  has  done  so  in  a  manner 
which   I  am  sure  the  House  will  have 
heard  with  much  pleasure.     I  certainly 
was  under  the  impression  that  upon  that 
occasion  the  noble  Marquess  did  express  a 
wider  and  more  general  approval  of  Lord 
Camperdown's  tone  in  respect  to  Germany 
than  he  appears  to  have  intended  to  do, 
and  I  am  extremely  glad  an  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  to  the  noble  Marquess 
to    clear    away    the     misapprehension, 
which  I  think  existed  in  the  minds  of 
many.     But  the  noble  Marquess  seems 
still  to  be  hankering  after  retaliation  and 
to  be  searching  in  his  pocket    for  the 
"  revolver  ".     I  hope  that  it  is  not  going 
to  be  the  old  rusty  pistol  of  protection  ; 
because,  if  it  is,  1  am  afraid  that  before 
long  it  will  burst  in  his  hand.     It  seems 
to  me[to  be  a  clear  proposition  in  economic 
science  that  a  duty  on  foreign  impoTts 
would  injure  our  own  people  more  than  the 
people  against  whom  we  are  retaliating. 
Retaliation  of  this  nature  must  involve 
considerable  industrial  and  commercial  dis- 
turbance ;  it  must  limit  our  exports  and 
injure  those  who  rely  upon  it.     Besides, 
it  is  a  dangerous  policy  to  begin  a  system 
of  retaliation.     Two    can  play  at  that 
game,   and  we  may  find   that  instead  of 
yielding  to  retaliation,  or  to  threats  of  it, 
a  war  of  tariffs  would  be  produced  which 
would  lead  to  great  evils  industrially  and 
commercially. 

The  difficulties  that  arise  between 
nations  in  these  days  arise  mainly  out  of 
commercial  considerations,  and  therefore 
it  is  peculiarly  necessary  that  we  should 
deal  cautiously  with  this  question  and  not 
place  retaliation  before  us  as  a  thing  to 
which  we  can  run  at  any  time  and  which 
will  be  sure  to  produce  the  object  ia 
view.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  see  that  the 
policy  that  has  been  pursued  since  the  daj's 
when  free  trade  began,  has  produced  any  of 
those  evils  which  we -hear  talked  about  on 
the  other  side.  Lord  Harris  spoke  of 
the  depression  of  agriculture  and  of  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  classes.  No 
doubt  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
classes,  or  of  some  of  them,  has  been  for 
many  years  unsatisfactory.  Rents  have 
been  reduced  and  profits  have  been 
cut  down,  but  the  noble  Lord  himiself 
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admitted  that  the  condition  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  was  greatly  improved. 
In  my  part  of  the  world,  at  least,  rents 
;ind  the  profits  of  tenants,  no  doubt, 
are  much  less  than  thev  were;  but  the 
wages  of  the  agricultural  labourers  have 
very  considerably  risen,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  while  I  should  like  to  see 
general  and  widespread  prosperity  among 
all  classes  of  the  community,  if  I  had  to 
choose  which  class  was  the  one  whose 
interests  should  be  most  considered,  I 
would  not  hesitate  to  select  the  interests 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 

This  discussion  has  covered  a  wide 
field,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
discuss  some  points  which  do  not  lie 
exactly  within  the  limits  of  the  noble 
Earl's  notice,  but  which  have  a  very 
serious  bearing  on  the  question  itself. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  quoted 
accurately,  except,  perhaps,  that  I  may 
not  have  used  the  exact  words,  from 
some  despatches  which  I  wrote  when  I 
held  the  ofiBce  of  Colonial  Secretary, 
but  I  do  not  quite  understand 
what  was  the  conclusion  he  drew  from 
the  statements  in  those  despatches. 
If  the  conclusion  merely  was  that  I 
desired  to  express  what  I  most  sincerely 
entertained,  and  entertain  at  tliis 
present  moment,  namely,  a  feeling  of 
deepest  sympathy  with  the  colonies  and 
a  most  earnest  desire  to  consider  their 
interest  to  the  utmost,  then  he  is  quite 
right.  But  what  I  did  say  was  this, 
that  a  real  Zollverein — not  this  sham 
thing  which  is  called  a  Zollverein,  but 
which  is  no  Zollverein  at  all— that  a 
real  Zollverein  (that  is  to  say  a  real 
Customs  union  between  all  parts  of  the 
British  Emp're),  if  the  taxes  levied  were 
upon  the  principle  of  free  trade  and 
avoided  the  dangers  of  protection,  would 
be  a  perfectly  legitimate  thing  in 
princijde,  and  I  should  greatly  rejoice  if 
it  were  possible  upon  good  and  fitting 
terms  to  make  such  an  arrangement. 
Nobody  knows  better  than  the  noble 
Earl  that  that  is  not  possible  in  the 
present  circumstances,  the  colonies  not 
being  willing  to  accept  it.  But  to  argue 
from  that  that  therefore  you  are  to  look 
at  a  system  of  colonial  preferences  as 
'  the  same  thing  as  a  system  of  uniform 
Customs  rates,  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
entire  error.  The  two  things  are  totally 
VOL.  CXXIY.     TFouRTH  Series.] 


and  entirely  distinct.  I  accepted  the 
one  if  it  were  possible,  but  I  rejected 
the  other  for  the  reasons  which  are 
contained  in  those  despatches,  and  with 
which  I  need  not  trouble  your  Lordships 
at  the  present  time. 

There  was  one  remark  in  the  speech 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  few 
days  ago,  which,  having  the  opportunity^ 
I  cannot  help  commenting  upon.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  reported  in  The  Times — 
and  as  I  have  seen  no  contradiction  of 
the  report  I  consequently  assume  it  to 
be  correct — as  having  said — 

"  A  system  of  preferential  tarifls  is  the 
only  ayatem  by  wEich  this  Empire  can  be 
kept  together." 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  shoukl  have  said  that.  It 
may  be  his  opinion,  for  aught  I 
know,  but  I  cannot  but  feel  that  it 
was  not  a  judicious  utterance,  nor 
was  it  fair  either  to  the  people  of 
this  country  or  to  the  colonies.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  spoke  of  himself  as  the 
representative  of  the  colonies.  No 
British  Minister  is  specially  represen- 
tative of  any  part  of  the  Einpire— not 
even  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  stands 
between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country.  He  has  to  promote  their 
union,  and  to  communicate  to  each 
part  of  the  Empire  the  interests  of  the 
other  in  relation  to  any  proposals  which 
may  affect  the  general  interests  of  the 
Empire.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
statement  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  made 
can  be  accepted  as  a  literal  fact.  If  I 
did  believe  it,  I  should  be  in  a  state  of 
despair.  It  was  no  doubt  a  rhetorical 
statement,  but  it  was  a  rhetorical 
statement  which,  in  my  judgment, 
ought  not  to  have  been  made  by  any 
member  of  a  responsible  Government. 
I  cannot  think  that  the  people  of  the 
colonie-i  are  so  indifferent  to  the  interests 
of  the  mother  country  that  they  would 
refuse  to  listen  to  a  calm  and  reasoned 
statement  why  that  which  they  desire 
cannot  be  granted  to  them.  We  have 
given  them  absolute  freedom  to  make 
their  own  fiscal  arrangements ;  they 
must  not  claim  that  there  shall  be  put 
upon  the  food  of  the  people  of  this 
country  a  tax  more  or  less  heavy  in 
order  to  enable  the  colonies  to  carry  out 
a  special  class  of  fiscal  arrangements 
between  them  and    us.    I   cannot  but 
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believe  that  if  the  case  had  been  fairly 
put  to  the  colonies  they  would  concede 
the  principle  that  the  control  of  our 
own  home  taxes  must  remain  in  our 
own  hands.  I  do  not  believe  that  those 
great  portions  of  the  British  Empire, 
whose  interests  are  supposed  to  be 
promoted  by  this  policy,  would  have 
dreamt  of  rejecting  an  argument  of 
that  description,  and  of  claiming  for 
themselves  a  freedom  which  they  would 
not  give  to  the  mother  country. 

The   lord   PRESIDENT   of   the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  had  no  anticipation  that  the 
Question  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  was 
intended  to   form  the  subject-matter  of 
an  adjourned  debate    on    the    question 
raised  on  a  former  occasion  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord   Goschen ;  and,  for  myself, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  do  not  propose 
to  repeat — which  is  all   I  can  do — the 
statement  of  my  own  views  which  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  House 
at  some  length  on  the  former  occasion. 
I  should  not  have  risen  at  all  but  for  the 
questions  of  the  noble  Earl,  Lord  Rose- 
bery,  supported  by  the  noble  Viscount 
behind  me.     Both  noble  Lords  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  amount  of  information 
which  they  have  received  as  to  the  nature 
and  scope  of  the  proposed  inquiry.     I 
would  just  remind  the  House  that  I  do 
not  think  any  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  spoken  of  this  question  in  the 
sense  of  being  a  mere  inquiry.      The 
expression  which  I  certainly  used,  and 
which   I   think  other   Members  of    the 
Government  have  employed,  was  "  inquiry 
and  discussion."     miat  was  announced 
by   Mr.  Chamberlain  was  that,   having 
laid  certain  views  before  the  country,  he 
invited     discussion    upon    those  views. 
That  which  is  to  take  place  must  be 
partly  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry,  but,  to 
a  still  greater  extent,  of  a  discussion.     I 
endeavoured  to  state  what  would  be  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry.     I  said  it  could 
not    be    an    inquiry    by    Royal     Com- 
mission,   still     less     by     Departmental 
Committee.     It  must  be  an  inquiry  by 
the   members   of  the  Government    for 
themselves.     The  Government  are   en- 
deavouring, not  80  much  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, because  all  the  necessary  infor- 
mation, I  believe,  exists,  but  to  arrange 
it  in  a  manner  which  they  will  be  able 
to  consider  themselves ;  and  the  results 
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of  the  examination  of  that  information 
will,  no  doubt,  be  communicated  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Parliament  and  the 
country. 

The  noble  Viscount  wishes  to  know 
what  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  inquiry. 
He  asks  whether  they  are  to  include 
old-age  pensions.  Well,  my  Lords,  how 
can  they  be  excluded  7  It  has  been 
mentioned,  and  it  must  be  taken  into 
consideration,  if  not  in  the  inquiry,  in 
the  discussion  that  must  take  |Jace  on 
the  subject  No  doubt  it  is  clear  enough 
that  under  certain  contingencies,  if 
effect  is  given  to  the  views  which  have 
lately  been  put  forward,  there  may  be 
a  considerable  sum  of  revenue  raised 
which  might  be  devoted  to  old-age 
pen  dons.  How  can  such  a  matter  be 
excluded  from  the  discussion  if  not  from 
the  inquiry  1  Then  the  noble  Viscount 
asks  whether  the  discussion  was  to  in- 
clude a  5s.  duty  on  corn.  That  would 
be  a  definite  proposition.  That  would 
not  be  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  at 
all.  How  can  my  noble  friend  ask  us  to 
state  what  definite  proposals  we  are 
going  to  make  after  our  inquiry  before 
the  inquiry  has  taken  place  1 

Viscount  GOSCHEN :  I  do  not  think 
my  noble  friend  quite  appreciates  my 
meaning. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  No,  I 
do  not. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN:  If  you  wish 
to  collect  statistics  as  part  of  the  inquiry, 
if  you  wish  to  get  information  from  the 
parties  interested,  which  is  part  of  the 
inquiry,  it  would  be  entirely  otiose  if 
you  were  to  inquire  into  any  matters 
which  were  not  within  the  practical 
range  of  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain ;  and  what  I  was  anzioua  to 
know  was  whether,  not  only  in  the 
discussion,  but  in  the  inquiry,  such  a 
question  as  that  lay  within  the  area  of 
discussion. 

The  Dukk  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  am 
afraid  I  do  not  apprehend  my  noUe 
friend's  point  even  now.  No  doubt 
suggestions  have  been  made  that  for  ' 
certain  political  and  economical  reasons 
it  may  be  wise  to  propose  a  tax  upon 
food.    That  tax  upon  food  must  b^  I 
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■appose,  in  the  nature  of  a  duty  of  Is. 
or  28.,  or  say  5s.,  on  com  ;  and  what- 
«Ter    statistics    are     obtained    on    the 
subject,    it  seems   to  me  that,  whether 
it  be  Is.,  2s ,  or  5s.,  does  not  very  much 
matter,  and  my  noble  friend  trill  be  able  ' 
to  draw  his  own  conclusions  from  what-  i 
ever  statistics  on  that  subject  are  pro-  \ 
duced.    However,  I  quite  admit  I  may 
not  have  apprehended  the  scope  of  mj  \ 
noble  friend's  Question,  and  if  I  have 
not,  I  can  only  say  I  very  much  regret 
my  incapacity  to  do  so.    These  are  the 
only   instances  he  gave  of  subjects  in 
regard  to    which   he   wished  to  know 
whether  they  were  to  form  part  of  the 
inquiry  or  not.    I  think  I  can,  without 
attempting  to   go   into  any  exhaustive 
list    of    subjects    which    are    to    form 
part    of     the    inquiry    or    discussion, 
refer    my    noble    friend    to    the    two 
speeches  which    were    made  the    other  I 
night.       I    think    the    noble    Viscount  j 
objected  to  the  speeches  which  were  made  i 
on  Friday  last  by  the  Prime   Minister 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain  because  he  thought 
that  in  them  argument  was  preceding  and 
taking  the  place  of  inquiry  and  discussion. 
I  read  both  speeches  with  very  great  care ; 
and    although,    as    noble    Lords    may 
have  gathered  from  the  speech  I  made 
the  other  night,  I  am  not,  as  at  present 
advised,  entirely  in  agreement  with  those 
who  think  that  inquiry  and  discussion 
may  lead  to  a  very  wide  departure  from 
the  fiscal  policy  which  has  hitherto  guided 
the  counsels  of  this  nation,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  cannot  find  in  either  of  those 
speeches  anything  whatever  of  which  I 
can   complajn.     Each   of  those   speeches 
was  in  the  main  devoted  to  indicating, 
and  further  explaining,  the    objects  to 
which  this  inquiry  and  discussion  should 
be  addressed. 

The  Prime  Minister  enumerated  speci- 
fically four  dangers  which  he  anticipated 
from  the  existing  state  of  things,  or  four 
points  to  the  consequences  of  which  in 
the  future  our  attention  ought  to  be 
directed.  I  have  not  got  those  four  points 
with  me,  and  I  cannot  enumerate  them 
now.  Then  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  his 
speech,  devoted  himself  to  another  part  of 
the  question,  and  specifically  mentioned 
three  other  points  which  ought  to 
form  the  subject  of  inquiry.  I  cannot 
conceive  how  anyone,  assenting  to 
the  proposition  that  there  is  to  be  in- 
quiry and  discussion,  can  take  exception 


to  speeches  such  as  those  in  which  the 
statesmen  who  delivered  them  have  gone 
as  far  as  they  could  go  in  defining  the 
subjects  for  inquiry.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  subjects  enumerated  in  those  ■  peeches 
cover  the  whole  ground.  I  do  not  say 
that  they  are  the  most  material  points. 
But  they  are  elements  of  inquiry,  and, 
so  far  as  the  instruction  of  the  public 
mind  is  concerned,  I  cannot  conceive 
speeches  more  calculated  to  add  to  the 
public  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
the  inquiry  which  is  suggested  than 
those  two  speeches.  That  is  all  the 
answer  I  can  give  to  the  Questions 
addressed  to  me  on  this  occasion ;  but 
if  any  noble  Lords  think  that  there  are 
other  subjects  which  ought  to  form 
part  of  the  inquiry  and  discussion,  and 
which  have  not  received  attention,  it 
is  perfectly  competent  for  them  to  bring 
them  before  the  House  and  to  obtain 
such  further  information  as  they 
require. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  am  sorry 
the  noUe  Duke  has  not  seized  the  point 
of  the  noble  Viscount  opposite.  What 
the  noble  Viscount  specifdiy  asked  was : 
Is  this  inquiry  to  be  directed  to  the 
question  of  whether  a  tax  of  5s.  a 
quarter  is  to  be  laid  upon  corn  coming 
into  this  country  1  In  other  words  :  Is 
the  inquiry  to  be  directed,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  whether  the  food  of  the 
people  is  to  be  taxed  1 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  have 
said  that  that  question  has  been  raised, 
and  that  it  must  form  part  of  the 
inquiry. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  must  not  form  part  of  the 
inquiry  but  the  very  foundation  of  the 
inquiry.  After  all,  this  is  to  be  an 
inauiry  into  a  policy  raised  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
has  stated  that  policy  in  the  most 
explicit  manner.  He  has  said  in  one 
speech  that  a  system  of  preferential 
tariffs  was  the  only  system  by  which 
this  Empire  could  be  kept  together,  and 
in  another  speech  he  said  that  if  we 
were  to  give  a  preference  to  the  colonies 
we  must  put  a  tax  on  food.  The  very 
essence,  therefore,  of  Mr.  Chamberla  n's 
policy  is  a  tax  on  food,  and  I  urge  that 

2  C  2 
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it  ought  to  form  the  very  foundation  of 
the  inquiry  whether  it  is  desirable  that  a 
tax  should  be  put  on  the  food  of  the 
people. 

The  Earl  of  JERSEY  :  I  do  not  rise 
to  continue  this  discussion,  but  to  ask 
the  noble  Duke  a  Question.  It  has  been 
stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  the 
campaign  in  favour  of  preferential  tariffs 
is  to  begin  in  October.  That  presupposes 
that  by  October  the  inquiry  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  will  have  come  to  an 
end;  and  I  therefore  trust  that  before 
that  campaign  begins  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  in  Parliament  will  have 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  from  the 
Prime  Minister  or  the  noble  Duke  him- 
self what  course  the  Cabinet  are  deter- 
mined to  adopt  in  this  matter. 

Thk  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE:  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  state  at 
present  what  course  the  Government 
will  take  in  regard  to  making  any  an- 
nouncement before  the  close  of  the 
session. 

The  Earl  of  JERSEY:  Before  the 
campaign  begins  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

BOARD   OF   AGRICULTURE    AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  (H.L.). 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (the  Earl  of  Onslow) 
said  the  object  of  the  new  sub-section 
standing  in  his  name  was  to  give  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  the  same 
powers  in  regard  to  prosecutions  under 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  for  any 
misdescription  of  fish  as  it  now  possessed 
in  regard  to  other  articles- 
Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub- 
seotion,  'The  Merchandise  Marks  (Prosecn- 
tions)  Act,  1894  (which  relates  to  the  under- 
taking by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  prosecn- 

Lord  Ttoewlmouih. 


tions  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  18S7r 
in  certain  cases),  shall  apply  to  the  produce  <^ 
any  fishing  industry  as  it  applies  to  uricol- 
tural  or  horticultural  prodoce.  "— (2%«  Earl  of 
OmIoiv.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

Lord  HENEAGE  explained  that  the 
object  of  his  Amendment  was  to  de- 
finitely fix  October  1  next  as  the  date 
on  which  the  Act  should  come  into 
operation. 

Amendment  moved. 

"  In  page  2,  line  39,  to  leave  out  from 
('  three ')  to  the  end  of  the  sub-section." — {Lord 
Beneage.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.  UO.) 

THE  IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY. 

♦Lord  HARRIS :    My  Lords,  I  desir© 

to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government    for 

what  reason  eligibility  for  promotion  to 

warrant    rank    is    withheld    from    the 

firmanent  staff  of  the  Imperial 
eomanry,  having  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
on  10th  February,  1902,  viz.  :— 

"  Warrant  rank  is  confined  to  the  Regular 
Army  and  Militia  who  are  liable  to  be  embodied 
for  long  periods," 

and  to  the  fact  that  the  Yeomanry  force 
is  now  also  liable  to  be  embodied  under 
the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Act,  1902.  I 
put  this  Question  on  behalf  of  a  very 
deserving  body  of  men,  who  are  placed 
in  positions  of  considerable  responsibility 
in  the  Yeomanry  force — men  who  are 
selected  for  their  efiiciency  and  conduct, 
and  who  are  only  retained  in  the  force  as 
long  as  they  are  efficient  and  well 
behaved.  Their  comrades  holding  a 
s'imilar  position  in  the  Militia  are  eligible 
for  warrant  rank,  whilst  they  have  oeen 
hitherto  refused  it.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  state  on  what  grotmds  it  ha& 
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been  refused.  I  believe  every  Committee 
that  has  sat  at  the  War  Office  on  Yeo- 
manry matters  has  invariably  recom- 
mended that  the  uon-commissioned 
officers  on  the  permanent  staff  of  the 
Yeomanry  should  be  eligible  for  this 
promotion.  This  privilege,  however,  has 
been  invariably  refused.  Last  year,  as 
your  Lordships  will  see  from  the  quota- 
tion in  my  Question,  the  Secretary  of 
State  stated  distinctly  that "  warrant  rank 
was  confined  to  the  Regular  Army  and 
the  Militia,  who  are  liable  to  be  embodied 
for  long  periods."  Since  that  time,  how- 
«ver,  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Act  has 
been  passed,  and  the  Yeomanry  are  now 
liable  for  a  long  period  of  embodiment. 
Therefore  I  am  unable  to  see  why 
«ligibility  to  promotion  should  any  longer 
be  refused  to  these  pemanent  sergeants 
in  the  Yeomanry.  So  far  as  the  reasons 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  are  con- 
cerned, it  is  inconsistent  any  longer  to 
refuse  this  privilege ;  and  therefore  I  ask 
the  Question  in  the  hope  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  at  length 
admit  the  reasonableness  of  this  claim. 


The  UNDER-SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hard- 
wickk)  :  I  have  no  reason  to  take  excep- 
tion to  anything  which  the  noble  Lord 
lias  stated  in  asking  this  Question,  nor 
can  I  dispute  any  of  the  facts  he  has 
mentioned,  but  I  will  call  attention  to 
the  extract  from  the  answrr  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  gave  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  which  appears  in  the  Question. 
That  eztmct  was  part  of  a  reply  to  a 
<juestion  addressed  on  the  subject  of  the 
Volunteers,  and  not  in  connection  with 
the  Yeomanry  at  all ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  instating  that  warrant  rank  was 
«onfined  to  the  Regu'ar  Army  and  the 
Militia,  who  were  liable  to  be  embodied 
for  long  periods,  merely  stated  a  fact  as 
the  facts  were  at  the  time.  Had  the 
Yeomanry  been  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  Militia  at  that  time  he 
doubtless  would  not  have  made  that 
answer  to  the  Question,  because  if  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  grant  warrant  rank 
to  the  Yeomanry  he  would  not  have 
stated  that  it  was  merely  confined  to  the 
Militia  who  were  liable  to  embodiment 
for  long  periods.  I  would  like  to  point 
out  that  the  condition?  of  service  in  the 


MiUtia  and  Yeomanry  are  very  different. 
The  Militia  non-commissioned  officers 
are  eligible  for  warrant  rank,  but  they 
are  employed  practically  the  whole  year. 

^LoRD  HARRIS  :  So  are  the  Yeomanry 
officers. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  But 
the  Militia  sergeants  are  actively  em- 
ployed the  whole  year. 

♦Lord    HARRIS:   So    are   the   Yeo- 
manry. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  The 
recruits  are  at  the  depots  for  forty-nine 
days  preliminary  drill  in  addition  to 
the  training  of  one  month,  and  Militia- 
men are  allowed  to,  and  do,  go  up  for 
preliminary  drill,  at  all  period  of  the 
year.  Therefore  I  state,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  Militia  sergeants  are 
actively  employed  the  whole  year 
round.  As  regards  the  Yeomanry 
sergeants  the  case  is  different.  The 
training  is  only  sixteen  days.  The 
preliminary  drill  of  a  Yeoman  con- 
sists of  twenty  drills  only,  and  for  an 
efficient  Yeoman  ten  drills,  and  the  only 
work  that  a  non-commissioned  officer  in 
the  Yeomanry  has  to  do  during  the  rest 
of  the  year  is  to  instruct  Yeomen  when 
they  come  up  for  that  instruction.  I  do 
not  think  the  noble  Lord  can  deny  that 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the 
Yeomanry  non-commissioned  officer  has 
not  a  great  deal  to  do.  I  would  also 
point  out  to  the  noble  Lord  that  at 
present  many  Yeomanry  regiments  are 
under  strength;  and  though  I  do  not  wish 
to  shut  the  door  to  granting  warrant  rank 
to  Yeomanry  non-commissioned  officers, 
I  fear  I  cannot  hold  out  any  immediate 
prospect  of  warrant  rank  being  granted 
When  the  Yeomanry  regiments  are  up  to 
strength  the  matter  will  be  again  con- 
sider^, and  it  is  possible  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  may  then  be  able 
to  take  a  more  favourable  view  of  the 
matter  than  he  is  able  to  do  at  present. 

Lord  WENLOCK  :  Might  I  ask  the 
noble  Earl  how  many  regiments  are 
below  strength  1  There  are  regiments  to 
whom  neither  of  the  reasons  given  for 
withholding  warrant  rank  would  apply, 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  how  long  it  will 
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be  before  those  wbo  are  already  up  to 
their  full  strength  will  have  the  privi- 
lege. The  noble  Earl  seemed  to  consider 
that  Yeomanry  non-commissioned  officers 
have  very  little  to  do  as  compared  with 
the  Militia,  but  I  believe  they  have  far 
more  work  in  uncompleted  regiments 
than  they  would  have  if  the  regiments 
were  up  to  their  full  strength. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  The  noble  Earl 

the  Under-Secretary  tells  the  House  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  reconsider  the 
question  when  the  Yeomanry  regiments 
are  up  to  strength.  I  fail  to  follow  the 
bearing  of  the  answer.  Does  warrant 
rank  depend  on  the  strength  "i 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  The 
simple  fact  is  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  this  is  not  the 
moment  to  grant  this  warrant  rank ;  and  for 
this  reason,  that  when  once  you  have  given 
warrant  rank  you  cannot  take  it  away. 
You  have,  therefore,  to  be  very  careful 
in  choosing  your  sergeants  for  that 
position.  As  Yeomanry  non-com- 
missioned officers  are  not  always  actively 
employed,  and  have  a  great  deal  of 
leisure  on  t!,eir  hands,  it  is  necessary 
that  care  should  be  exercised  not  to 
grant  this  rank  to  ofiRcers  when  we  have 
not  had  sufficient  experience  of  their 
capacity. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  should  like 
to  ask  how  many  Yeomanry  regiments 
are  below  strength.  In  many  counties  I 
know  they  are  above  strength.  I  hardly 
think  that  the  answer  given  by  the 
noble  Earl  is  satisfactory  to  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  which  fine  fighting  force 
ought  to  be  encouraged.  They  feel  that 
an  unmerited  snub  has  been  administered 
to  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  in  not  putting  them 
on  the  same  footing  as  Militia  non-com- 
missioned officers,  especially  as  the  new 
Act  has  now  come  into  force. 

♦Lord  HARRIS :  I  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing regret  that  I  have  not  received 
a  more  favourable  answer.  The  fact  is 
that  there  are  many  regiments  of 
Yeomanry  at  the  present  moment  up  to 
strength,  and  if  it  is  legitimate  some 
time  or  other  that  regiments  on  full 
strength    should     have    this    privilege 

Lord  Wenlock. 


accorded  to  them,  why  should  it  not  be 
granted  now  to  those  regiments  which 
are  up  to  strength  1  But  I  think  it  is 
unwise  to  apjjy  that  test.  The  strength 
of  the  Yeomanry  is  a  purely  arbitrary 
standard.  I  can  assure  my  noble  friend, 
who  has  not  had  quite  so  much  ex 
perience  of  the  Yeomanry  as  I  have 
had 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  hav« 
had  none. 

♦Lord  HARRIS :  I  thought  so  from 
what  the  noble  Earl  said,  but  I  can 
assure  him  that  a  Yeomanry  sergeant- 
major  has  quite  as  much  work  to  do  as 
a  Militia  sergeant-major. 

The  Earl  of  SELBORNE:  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  reasons  that  my 
noble  friend  has  given,  but  I  do  not  like 
the  remark  of  my  noble  friend  opposite, 
that  a  snub  had  been  administered  to 
Yeomanry  non-commissioned  officers,  to 
pass  unnoticed.  It  is  only  quite  recently 
that  the  Militia  have  been  given  warrant 
officers.  They  were  given  warrant 
officers  during  the  war,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  necessity  to  institute 
a  comparison  between  the  particular 
work  done  by  the  two  classes  of  officers. 
The  cases  of  the  Yeomanry  and  the  Militia 
non-commissioned  officer  are  so  dis- 
similar that  I  greatly  doubt  whether  any 
just  parallel  could  be  drawn  between  the 
two.  I  strongly  deprecate  the  view 
that  any  snub  has  been  administered. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  I  am 
sorry  the  noble  Lord  considers  my 
answer  unsatisfactory.  I  told  him  dis 
tinctly  that  I  did  not  wish  to  Ehut  the 
door  to  giving  this  warrant  rank,' but 
that  it  could  not  be  done  ai  lio  |H(wetit 
momenta 

STAFF  SERVICE. 

LordHENEAGE:  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  is  the  total  number  of  regi- 
mental majors  and  lieutenant-colonels 
now  serving  on  the  Staff  and  on  extra^ 
regimental  duty  unseconded  under 
Regulation  26  of  the  Royal  Warrant  of 
1903,  and  if  he  can  state  the  actual 
number    of  squadron    majors    in    the 


Digitized 


byV^UU^lt: 


765 


Private 


{29  June  1903} 


Bill  Business 


766 


Cavalrj,  and  battery  majorR  in  the 
Artillery  respectively  on  the  Staff  and 
extra  regimental  duty,  and  the  difference 
in  the  annual  pay  of  those  officers,  and 
that  of  the  caj^ins  responsible  for  their 
duties  during  their  absence  from  the 
regiments. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  There 
are  no  regimental  lieutenant-colonels, 
and  there  are  322  regimental  majors 
serving  on  the  Staff  and  on  extra  regi- 
mental duty  unseconded  under  Regula- 
tion 26  of  the  Royal  Warrantof  1903.  The 
actual  number  of  squadron  majors  in  the 
cavalry  on  Staff  and  extra  regimental 
duty  is  18,  and  of  battery  majors  in  the 
Artillery  108.  The  differences  between 
the  pay  of  these  squadron  majors  and 
battery  majors  and  that  of  the  captains 
responsible  for  their  duties  during  their 
absence  from  their  regiments  are  £75 
and  £107  respectively. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, half  -  past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  29th  June,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : —  Bournemouth 
Gas  and  Water  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lords] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker    laid    upon   the   Table 

Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 

etitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 


case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  Fir  t 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  vis. : — Gas  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] 
(King's  consent  signified).  Bill  read  tiie 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Ulster  and  Gonnaught  Light  Railway:^ 
Bill.  Read  the  third  time,  and  passcKi. 
[New  Title.] 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
Bill  [Lords];  Erith  Tramways  and  Im- 
provement Bill ;  Hastings  Tramways 
(Extensions)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tynemouth 
and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  As 
amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill; 
Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords]  ;  Carmarthenshire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [Lords];  Derby  Gas  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

^Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords];  Rochester  Corporation  Tram- 
ways and  Improvements  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill.    Read  the  third  time,  and 


NorthBritishRailway(GeneralPower8) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (East  Ham,  etc.)  Bill 
[Lords];  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (Na  5)  Bill.  As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  (by  Order). 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 
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Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
(Lords].  Bead  a  second  time  and  com- 
mitted. 

Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords].  Keported,  with  Amend- 
ments; Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 


MESSAGK  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Finance  Bill ; 
Grangemouth  Water  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Refuse 
Destruction  Order  Confirmation  Bill ; 
Forth  Navigation  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill ;  Edinburgh  Corpoiation 
{Markets,  Slaughter  Houses,  etc.)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill ;  Gorleston  and  South- 
town  Gas  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Local'  GoTOmment  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Belfast  Water  Bill 
[Lords];  Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas 
Bill  [Lords],  \rithout  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  Gas  and  Water  Works 
Facilities  Act,  1870,  relating  to  Alder- 
shot  Gas  and  Water,  Amersham, 
Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water,  St. 
David's  Water  and  Gas,  St.  Neot's 
Water,  and  Wexford  Gas."  [Gas  and 
Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
rendering  valid  certain  Letters  Patent 
granted  to  William  Phillips  Thompson 
in  respect  of  inventions  communicated 
to  him  from  abroad  by  Frederick  Ells- 
worth Kip  (1)  for  improvements  in  stop- 
motions  for  looms,  warping  machines, 
and  the  Uke ;  and  (2)  for  improvements 
in  electrical  stop-motions  for  warps." 
[Kip's  Patents  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
enable  the  City  of  Birmingham  Tram- 
ways Company,  Limited,   to  construct 


additional  tramways;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Birmingham  District  Tram- 
ways Bill  (Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  confer  powerp  on  the  Mayor.  Alder- 
men, and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford 
with  respect  to  tramways,  waterworks, 
and  gas  supply  ;  to  enable  the  Corpora- 
tion and  Urban  District  Council  of 
Shipley  to  exchange  portions  of  their 
respective  gas  undertakings ;  and  to 
make  further  provisions  with  respect  to 
rating  and  various  matters  of  local 
administration  and  management."  [Brad- 
ford Corporation  Bill  (Lords).] 

Kip's  Patents  Bill  [Lords];  Birming 
ham    District  Tramways  Bill    [Lords]; 
Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].    Read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Ex 
aminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

■^Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time  ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
260.] 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Reported, 
with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition      from     Grangemouth,     for 
alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition  from  Seaton,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table.  ^ 

COUNTY    COURTS  JURISDICTION  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Petition  from  Durham,  in  favour ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BELL. 
Petition  from  Cumnock,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  REGISTERS  (SCOTLAND). 
Petition  from  Perth,  against  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
DILL. 

Petition  from  Malton,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PEN8ATI0N  FOR  NON  •  RENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Petition     from      West     Cumberland, 
4igainst;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOB 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Malton,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  National  Chamber  of 
Trade,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MOTOR-CARS. 
Petition     from      Benfrewshire,     for 
iteration    of  Law;     to   lie   upon  the 
Table. 

MUNICIPAL    CORPORATIONS  (AUDIT) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Abergavenny,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 
Petition  from  Wood_^Green,  for  alterar 
tion  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS  (IRELAND). 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
(ordered  10th  March— Jtfir.    O'SheeJ;  to 
tie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  228.] 

MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  presented,  of  the  Receipt  and 
Expenditure  under  the  Seamen's  Fund 
Winding-up  Act  from  Ist  January  to 
.Slst  December,  1902  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
fNo.  229.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic    and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3009  to  3015  [by  Command];   to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


SAVINGS  BANKS  AND  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES. 

Accounts  presented,  showing  the 
Interest  accrued  in  respect  of  the 
Securities  standing  in  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  to  the  credit  of  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Banks  Fund  for  the  year 
ended  Slst  December,  1902,  and  of  the 
Fund  for  the  Banks  for  Savings  and  the 
Fund  for  Friendly  Societies  for  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1902  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  230.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  22nd  June,  1903,  declaring  that 
Paul  Powell,  Royal  Carriage  Depart- 
ment, War  Office,  was  appointed  with- 
out a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
his  department  [by  Act] ;  to  he  upon 
the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  :— 


LUNACY. 

Copy  of  Fifty-seventh  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  with  Appendix  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  231,] 


NAVAL  EXPENDITURE  AND  MERCAN- 
TILE MARINE  (GREAT  BRITAIN, 
ETC.). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  aggregate 
Naval  Expenditure  on  seagoing  force; 
aggregate  revenue  ;  aggregate  tonnage 
of  Mercantile  Marine ;  annual  clearances 
of  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade ;  annual 
clearances  of  shipping  in  the  coasting 
trade;  annual  value  of  imports  by  sea, 
including  bullion  and  specie ;  and  annua 
value  of  exports  by  sea,  including  bullion 
and  specie,  of  various  countries,  ex- 
clusive of  China  and  South  American 
Republics,  but  including  British  Self- 
governing  Colonies,  for  the  year  1902 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  373,  of  Session  1902)."— (5»r  John 
CoUmib.) 
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QUESTIONS   AND  ANSWERS  CIR- 
CULATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Labourers  in  Ireland- 
Ma.    O'SHEE   (Waterford,  W.) :    To 
ask  the  Chief    Secretary  to  the    Lord 
Lieutenant    of     Ireland     how      many 


agricultural  labourers  and  general 
labourers  respectively  are  included  in 
the  Census  returns  of  1901  for  th» 
four  provinces  of  Ireland,  and  how 
many  were  returned  under  the  Census 
of  1891. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Agrlcollund  Laboorers. 

Oenenl  Labouren. 

1901. 

1891. 

19;i. 

1891. 

8 

.    1  i 

. 

1 

a 

£ 

1 

Male* 
Femal 

1 

1 

£ 

a 

i2 

1 

a 

t 

1 

t/eliuter 

42,667 

1,766 

44,322 

1 
45,663    2,868  1 

48,631 

41,046 

1,283 

42,278 

40,861 

2,858 

48,219 

Muniter  - 

40,037 

1,107 

42,044 

47,093    2,663 

49,656 

29,638 

680 

80,168 

32,269 

1,208 

SS,47T 

Ulster     -       - 

39,082 

1,347 

40,429 

41,069    2,541  . 

43,610 

37,834 

416 

38,249 

82.021 

910 

S2.asi 

Connaught     - 

12.778 

748 

13,621 

13,448    1,233 

1            1 

14,681 

7,028 

146 

7,168 

8,3-n) 

62S 

e,35S 

ToUl  for        \ 
Ireland        ] 

135,349 

4,967 

140,316 

147,273    9,205 

1 

156,478 

115,540 

2,323 

117,863 

113,981 

4,9«B 

U3,96ft 

NoTB.— A  large  Knmber  of  the  General  Labourers  may  be  aasamed  to  be  Agricultural  Labouren,  altbongh  not 
baring  returned  themxelvea  as  such  in  the  Census  forms. 


Experiments  on  Dogs- 
Coix»NEL  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
certificate  given  to  Professor  Schafer, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  39  and  40  Vic.,  c.  77,  permits  him 
partially  to  drown  and  then  resuscitate 
the  same  dog  without  any  ansesthetics 
more  than  once ;  and,  if  so,  how  many 
times;  or  permits  him  partially  to 
drown  and  then  resuscitate  the  same 
dog  without  any  anaesthetics  only  once  ; 
and,  if  so,  how  many  dogs  has  he  per- 
mission so  partially  to  drown  and 
resuscitate. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretani  Akers 
Douglas.)  The  certificates  obtained  by 
Professor  Schafer  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  the  best  means  of  effecting  re- 
suscitation in  cases  of  apparent  drowning 
are  limited  to  ten  experiments.  It  is 
not  stated  whether  the  experiments 
shall  be  on  ten  separate  dogs,  or  whether 
the  same  dog  will  be  used  for  more  than 
one  experiment ;  but  I  have  ascertained 
that  Professor  Schafer  does  not  propose 


to  submerse  any  unantesthetised  animal 
more  than  once. 

Prices  of  Sncar. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs):  To  ask  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
has  been  tbe  average  price  of  sugar  for 
each  year  during  the  last  five  years, 
what  has  been  the  average  bounty  paid 
by  Germany,  Austria,  and  France  during 
that  period,  what  is  the  present  price  of 
sugar,  and  what  is  the  quoted  price  for 
sugar  for  delivery  twelve  months  from 
date. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sonar  Law.)  The 
average  declared  import  values  of  sugar 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  last  five  years  have  been — 

V  Of  Refined  Sugar.  Of  Unrefined  Sugar, 

years.  Per  cwt.  Percwt. 


*.     d. 

s. 

d. 

1898 

12    3S 

. 

9 

n 

1899 

12    6J 

. 

10 

6« 

1900 

12  10 

. 

10 

54 

1901 

12    2| 

. 

9 

6* 

1902 

10    u 

- 

7 

7k 
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The  average  bounties  on  sugar  paid 
by  Germany,  Austria,  and  France  in 
each  of  the  same  years,  as  fixed  by  the 
United  States  Government  for  the 
purpose  of  levyiag  countervailing  duties, 
were — 

Per  cwt. 
«.    d. 
For  Austria-Hungary — 
During  1898  and  1890— 
Under  93  and  at  least  88  polari- 
sation      1    3i 

Under    99-5    and    at    least   93 

polarisation    ■  -        -14^ 

At  least  99-5  pol»ri8ation  ■         -       1  llj 
l>uring  1900-1902— 

Under  99-3  and  not  less  than 

90  polarisation       ■        -        -       1     0 
At  least  99 '3  polarisation-  1    5| 

For  Germany — 
Raw,  at  least  90  -        -        •        -      1    2f 
Refined,  under  98  and  at  least  90        1     3| 
Candy,  and  sugar  in  white,  hard 
loaves,   blocks,    crystals,    etc., 
testing  at  least  99  5  -        -        -      1    9^ 
AU  other,  at  least  98    ---16 

For  France- 
Raw,  65  to  98  for  beet,  and  65  to 

97  for  French  Colonial  suears   -      4    3J 
Candy,  and  refined  sugar  in  loaves 

or  crushed         •  -        -      4    8^ 

Raw   or    refined,    in    grains    or 

crystals,  polarising  at  least  98  -      4    5f 

The  above  estimates  of  bounties  do 
not  include  any  indirect  bounties  that 
may  have  arisen  from  the  operations 
of  cartels.  The  price  of  "  88  per  cent." 
beet  sugar,  f.o.b.  Hamburg,  was  re- 
ported about  the  middle  of  June,  1903, 
to  be  from  78.  lOd.  to  8s.  Ojd.  per  cwt. 
The  price  quoted  at  the  same  time  for 
delivery  in  January-March  next  was 
from  Ss.  9|d.  to  Ss.  11^.  per  cwt. 

Procedure  under  the  Light  Bailways 
Act,  1896. 

Mr.  BIGWOOD  (Middlesex,  Brent- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  anything  can  be  done 
to  expedite  the  procedure  under  the  Light 
Railways  Act,  1896 ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  interval  of  two,  three,  and  more 
years  has  in  some  cases  elapsed  between 
the  date  of  the  application  for  the  Order 
and  the  date  of  its  confirmation  by  the 
Board  of  Trade;  and  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  the  County  of  Middlesex 
Light  Railways  Order,  1903,  for  which 
•application  was  made  in  May,  1901,  being 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  before 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Such 
delays  as  have  occasionally  occurred  in 


proceedinffl  upon  applications  for  Light 
Railway  Orders  have  been  due  to  post- 
ponements of  stages  for  the  benefit  of 
parties  where  conflicting  interests  have 
had  to  be  reconciled  by  agreement.  In 
the  majority  of  such  cases  these  delay» 
have  occurred  before  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners  have  been  in  a  position  to 
settle  the  Orders  and  submit  them  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  only  way  of  pre- 
venting such  delays  would  be  to  fix 
precise  limits  of  time  for  the  several 
stages,  and  rigorously  to  enforce  them  by 
the  rejection  of  applications  upon  failure 
to  proceed  within  those  limits.  I  do  not 
think  this  would  be  advantageous.  In 
the  case  of  the  Order  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member,  it  is  to  be  pointed  out  that 
it  consolidates  Orders  applied  for  in 
November,  1901,  and  May,  1902,  with  the 
Orders  applied  for  in  May,  1901.  The 
total  length  of  lines  proposed  to  be 
authorised  by  these  combined  Orders  is 
over  twenty  miles.  The  Consolidated 
Order  was  submitted  to  the  Board  for 
confirmation  on  the  23rcl  of  last  month ; 
the  time  limited  for  lodging  objections 
to  confirmation  expired  on  the  20th 
instant ;  and  the  hearing  of  these  objec- 
tions has  been  fixed  for  the  8th  of  next 
month.  The  consideration  of  conflicting 
claims  and  the  settlement  of  the  Order 
will  thereafter  b«  proceeded  with  without 
delay,  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to  fix  a 
date  by  which  confirmation  can  be  given. 

Supply  of  Poisonous  aases— Suggested 
Legislation. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Grovernment  tO' 
bring  in  a  Bill  this  session  similar  to  the 
one  of  last  year  regulating  the  supply  of 
water-gas  and  other  poisonous  gases. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools- 
Expenditure  on  Buildings- 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  which  of 
the  Poor  Law  Schools  of  the  Metropolis 
expenditure  on  the  buildings  has  been 
sanctioned  since  1896 ;  what,  in  each 
case,  is  the  amount  of  such  expenditure  ; 
for    what  purpose    was    it  sanctioned; 
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and    what   is    the    reduction    in    the 
number  of  children  to  be  accommodated  % 

(.Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I 
append  a  statement  showing  the 
amounts  which  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  since 
March,  1896,  in  connection  with  the 
buildings  of  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Law 
Schools,  and  in  eath  case  the  purpose 


for  which  it  was  sanctioned.  The 
statement  does  not  include  the  schools 
belonging  to  the  South  Metropolitan 
school  district  which  is  now  dissolved. 
In  1896  the  total  accommodation  of  the 
schools  referred  to  in  the  statement 
was,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Poor 
Law  Schools  Committee,  8,665.  The 
present  accommodation,  as  fixed  by  the 
Board,  is  7,702. 


Sobool. 


(Bel  hnal  Green - 

8t.  George  in  the  East 


Hackney 


Holbom 


Islington 
Lambeth 


St.  Marylebone 


£t.  Pancras 


Poplar 


Amounts 
sanctioned. 


2,463  \ 
354/ 

lao 

652 

3,489 

60 

450 

450 

235 

300 

62 

1,100 

2,250 

5,764 

10,671 

0,803 
1,560 


11,426 

269 

60 

228 

2,043 

800 

3,120 

180 

400 

13,107 

2,291 


15,97<i 

332 
1,342 

340 
2,060 

4,074 

984 


Parpoee. 


Additions  to  infants'  schoolrooms. 

Day  room  and  lavatory  accommodation. 
Additions  to  Superintendent's  rooms. 
Boundary  walls. 


Screens  in  schoolrooms. 

Laundry  machinery. 

Sanitary  worlcs. 

Hot  water  supply,  etc.. 

Water  tanks. 

Alterations. 

Store  rooms  and  servants'  aooommodaticn. 

Sanitary  works,  etc. 

Workshops,  boiler  house,  etc. 


Laundry,  etc. 

Waiting  room  and  engineer's  house. 

Drainage  works. 


Lavatory  accommodation. 

Play  shed  for  boys. 
Bathrooma. 
Boundary  walls. 
Fire  escape  stairs. 


Workshop. 
Fencing. 

Receivmg  wards,  etc. 
Boileis,  etc. 


Fire  escape  stairs. 
Probation  wards. 
Drainage  works. 
Laundry  buildings. 


Receiving  wards. 
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School. 


Shoraditch 


Stnnd 


Central  London 


Kensington  and  Chelsea  (Ban- 
stead) 


Kensington  and  Chelsea  (Ham- 
mersmith)     .        ■        .        . 


West  London 


Amounts 
sanctioned. 


200 

28 

177 


405 

475 
230 


705 

6,690 

133 

2,975 

8,798 


400 
2,000 

2,400 


792 
2,250 
3,3C0 

550 

6,892 

5,365 

330 

1.830 

170 

11,182 

1,000 

19.877 


Purpose. 


Alterations  in  infirmary. 
Paving  yards. 
Tar  paving. 


Receiving  house. 
Lavatory  accommodation. 


InfantV  school. 
Repairiug  gable. 
Rainwater  storeige,  etc. 


Lavatory  accommodation. 
Drill  haU,  etc. 


Superintendent's  house. 
Enlarging  school  rooma. 
Class  rooms  and  infants'  dormitories. 
Entrance  lodge. 


Boilers,  etc. 

Lavatory  accommodation. 

Electric  lighting. 

Enlarging  committee  room. 

Sdioomwras. 

Water  supply. 


Olycerinated  Oalf  Lymph  for  Scotland. 
Mr.  WEIB  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern 
ment  Board  if  he  will  state  why 
glycerinated  calf  lymph  prepared  at 
the  Board's  laboratory  is  not  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland  for  the  use 
of  parochial  vaccinators  in  Scotland, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  last  year 
the  Scottish  Board  paid  to  Dr.  Blazall, 
a  salaried  officer  of  the  London  Board, 
the  sum  of  £105  for  lymph  which  was 
prepared  in  the  Board's  laboratory  and 
produced  from  the  Board's  calves ;  and 
will  he  explain  why  Dr.  Blazall  is  allowed 
to  sell  for  his  own  profit  lymph  prepared 
in  an  estaUishment  supported  out  of 
Imperial  funds. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  WaUerLong.)  ^  Under 
an  arrangement  of  a  provisional 
character  made  in  1899,  with-  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury,  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland  pay 
Dr.  Blaxall  £105  per  annum  for  a. 
certain  quantity  of  lymph.  The  lymph 
is  prepared  at  the  laboratory  at  Chelsea, 
but  as  I  have  previously  stated,  the  cost 
of  its  production  and  preparation  is 
borne  by  Dr.  Blaxall.  He  is  not  re- 
quired to  devote  his  whole  time  to  his 
duties  under  my  Department,  and  as  the 
arrangement  above  referred  to  does 
not  interfere  with  those  duties  and  was 
desired  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Scotland,  my  Department  offered  no- 
objection  to  it. 
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Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Local 
GoTernment  Board  for  Scotland  have 
paid  Dr.  Gadell  of  Edinburgh  X15  Us.  3d. 
for  419  tubes  of  vaccine  lymph,  will  he 
state  what  faciUties  Dr.  Cadell  has  for 
its  production ;  and  why  gljcerinated 
calf  lymph  is  not  used  for  the  whole  of 
the  work  of  parochial  vaccinators. 

( Answered  by  Mr.  A,  Graham  Murray. )  1 
Am  informed  that  Dr.  Gadell,  as  superin- 
tendent of  vaccination  at  the  New  Town 
Dispensary,  Edinburgh,  collects  vaccine 
lymph  from  the  arms  of  children  vac- 
«inated  by  him,  and  hitherto  has  had  no 
difficulty  in  supplying  all  the  lymph 
required  by  the  Central  Yaccbe  Institu- 
tion for  Scotland.  To  the  second  part 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question  the 
answer  is  that  there  are  a  few  parochial 
vaccinators  who  prefer  humanised 
vaccine  lymph,  and  they  are  supplied 
with  it  accordingly. 


Weekly  Betnms  of  Infections  Diseases- 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether,  seeing  the  advantages 
that  have  been  derived  from  the  weekly 
returns  of  infectious  diseases  now  made 
in  many  districts  in  England,  he  will 
make  it  compulsory  on  all  medical 
officers  of  health  to  make  such  returns. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  The 
returns  on  this  subject  at  present  fur- 
nished to  me  are  made  voluntarily  by 
«ertaiD  urban  district  councils  every 
week.  These  councils  receive  from  me 
weekly  a  tabulated  statement  containing 
the  particulars  supplied  by  the  returns. 
It  is  open  to  other  urban  councUa  to 
join  in  the  scheme;  but  the  proposal 
to  make  it  generally  compulsory  would 
require  careful  consideration,  and  I 
'Could  not  at  present  promise  that  this 
.shall  be  done. 


Wandsworth  Infirmary— Death  of 
Michael  Sadler. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
tRushcliffe) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
ILocal  Government  Board  what  has 
ifafeen  the  result  of  the  communication 


with  the  guardians  which  he  proposed 
to  make  as  to  the  death  of  Michael 
Sadler  in  the  Wandsworth  Infirmary  on 
20th  April ;  and  what  action  does  he 
propose  to  take  in  the  matter. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  The 
guardians  desired  that  an  official  inquiry 
should  be  held  on  this  subject,  and  this 
course  appeared  to  me  to  be  desirable. 
I  have  accordingly  directed  a  local 
inquiry  to  be  held,  and  it  will  take 
place  to-morrow. 


New  Post  Office  at  Southampton— Danger 
to  the  Public. 

Mb.  TANKERVILLE  CHAMBER- 
LA  YNE  (Southampton):  To  ask  the 
Postmaster  -  General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  site  selected  for  a  new 
post  office  at  Southampton  is  within 
12  fee  t  of  railway  lines,  over  which  trains 
are  running  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night ;  and,  seeing  that  in  order  to 
reach  it  it  will  be  necessary  to  cross 
these  lines,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
County  Borough  Council,  who  are  the 
local  authority,  and  the  Southampton 
Harbour  Board,  who  are  the  owners  of 
the  railways,  such  an  arrangement  will 
be  fraught  with  danger  and  inconveni- 
ence to  the  public,  will  he  state  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  new  head  telegraph  office  at  South- 
ampton, to  which  is  attached  a  branch 
post  office,  is  being  built,  together  with 
a  new  Custom  House,  on  a  site  on  the 
south  side  of  Canute  Road,  acquired  for 
the  purpose  under  the  powers  of  the 
Post  Office  Sites  Acta  of  1897  and  1900, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Corporation. 
I  am  informed  that  that  side  of  the  road 
is  already  used  for  foot  traffic,  and  the 
fact  that  trains  are  allowed  to  pass  along 
the  road,  which  is  a  main  road  of  the 
town,  seems  to  show  that  not  much 
danger  is  attributed  to  their  presence. 


Telephone  Licences  to  Municipalities. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 

Hallam) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
to  what  municipalities  have  licences  been 
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granted  under  the  Telephone  Act  of 
1899;  and  whether  he  can  specify  the 
duration  of  the  licence  in  each  case. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  information  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  as  follows — 


Licencee. 

Date  of  Licence. 

Date  of  Expiration  of  Licence. 

<jIasgow  Corporation   • 
Tunbridce  Wells  Corporation      - 
Belfast  Corporation     - 
Brigfatou  Corporation  - 
Cliard  Corporation 
Orantham  Corporation 
Hudderstield  Corporation    • 
PortsmoDth  Corporation 
Hall  Corroration  ■        ■       ■       ■ 
Swansea  Corporation   - 
West  Hartlepool  Corporation      • 
Oldham  Corporation     • 
S«arb(Hvagh  Corporation     - 

1  and  6  March,  1900 
30  April,  1900 
28  February,  1901 
30  April,  1901 
13  December,  1901 
18  September,  1900 
22  February,  1901 
21  September,  1901 

8  August,  1902 
27  September,  1902 

30  September,  1902 

31  December,  1902 
31  December,  1902 

31  December,  1913 

(see  note) 
31  December,  1911 

30  April,  1926 
24  June,  1922 

31  December,  1911 
28  February,  1926 
31  June,  1926 

31  December,  1911 
31  December,  1920 

30  September,  1927 

31  December,  1920 
31  December,  1911 

XOTE. — The  system  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Corporation 
National  Telephone  Company  in  November,  1902. 


I  transferred  by  consent  to  the 


Promotion  in  the  Onstoms  Service. 
Colonel  SADLER  (Middlesbrough): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of 
Customs  to  pursue  the  same  policy  in 
the  selection  of  officers  for  the  upper 
section  of  preventive  officers  and  the 
higher  posts  of  the  waterguard  depart- 
ment as  in  the  case  of  the  junior  boat- 
men candidates  for  preventive  officer- 
ships,  viz. :  a  percentage  being  given  to 
young  and  meritorious  men  possessing 
marked  administrative  qualities ;  and  if 
he  will  have  regard  in  making  such  a 
selection  to  the  local  knowledge  an 
officer  may  have  of  the  port  where  a 
vacancy  occurs. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  No  change 
is  proposed  in  the  method  of  selection 
of  officers  for  the  upper  section 
of  preventive  officers  and  the  higher 
posts  of  the  waterguard  department. 
The  selection  is  made  on  the  combined 
grounds  of  length  of  service  and  special 
qualifications. 

CHrRonti  Inebriates  Beformatoiy. 
Mb.  W£IR  :  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
reformatory  at  Girgenti,  in  Ayrshire,  is 
the  only  institution  certified  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  under  the  pro- 
viaons  of  the  Inebriates  Acts,  will  he 
state  the  amount  which  this  institution 
reoeived  out  of  the  Vote  for  last  year, 
the  number  of  inmates,  and  the  names 


of  any  sirai  ar  institutions  which  have 
applied  for  certification  or  pecuniary 
assistance. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  fact  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member 
is  not  accurate.  There  are  now  two 
such  certificated  institutions  in  Scotland, 
a  licence  having  been  granted  to  the 
Greenock  House  of  Refuge  since  the  date 
of  the  hon.  Member's  previous  question 
on  the  subject.!  The  payments  to  the 
managers  of  the  certified  inebriate 
reformatory  at  Girgenti,  in  Ayrshire, 
out  of  the  Vote  for  the,  financial  year 
to  .Slst  March,  1903,  amounted  to 
jei,285  2s.  6d.  Since  the  opening  of 
the  institution  in  January,  1901,  seventy- 
one  inmates  have  been  treated  here,  and 
the  average  number  in  residence  is  about 
forty-three.  The  correspondence  with 
other  authorities  has  not  reached  the 
stage  of  a  formal  application  for  certifica- 
tion. 

International  Fisheries  Investigation. 

Mb.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  will 
participate  in  the  International  Fisheries 
Investigation  in  the  North  Sea,  to  the 
extent  of  superintending  the  expenditure 
of  half  the  amount  voted,  will  he  state 
the  name  of  the  boat  which  will  be  at 
the  Board's  disposal ;  and  whether  she 

tSee  (4)  Debate$,  czxi.,  1516. 
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will  follow  up  the  scientific  researches 
made  by  the  "Garland"  in  the  Moray 
Firth. 
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(Afiswered  by  Mr.  Amold-Fonter.)  It- 
is  hoped  that  the  decLiions  in  these  oases- 
will  be  announced  at  a  rery  eariy  date. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  name  of  the  vessel  engaged  in  the 
investigations  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  the  "  Goldseeker,"  The 
answer  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative. 

Bmssels  Sugar  Convention— Proceedings 
of  Pemument  Oommission. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  now  inform  the 
House  what  decisions  have  been  arrived 
at  by  the  Permanent  Commission  sitting 
at  Brussels;  whether  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  allotment  bystem  has  been 
approved ;  whether  the  sugar  legislation 
of  any  other  countries  has  been  con-  j 
■idered  and  any  orders  issued  with  \ 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  these 
countries  by  the  nations  which  are 
parties  to  the  Convention ;  and  whether 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
pubUcation  of  the  proceedings. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  This 
inquiry  is  met  by  the  answer  to  the 
Question  put  by  the  boo.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  this  afternoon. 

Action  of  Sonthport  Bench. 
•  Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney, 
and  Shetland):  To    ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Bench  at  South- 


port  ;  and  if  he  proposes  to  take  any 
action  in  consequence.  I 

{Answered  by  Sir  Robert  Finlay.)  My  i 
attention  has  been  called,  by  the  courtesy  j 
of  my  hon.  friend,  to  the  circumstances 
referred   to.   The  case    is    not  one     in  | 
which  I  can  take  any  action. 

Wages  in  Dockjrards. 
Mb.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  hold  out 
hope  of  an  early  decision  concerning  the 
wages  of  certain  dockyard  trades  which 
were  recently  specified  as  deserving  con- 
sideration. 


Irish  LaadBill—Betnm  of  Advances  for 
Purchase  of  Holdings. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  alteration  in  the 
amount  of  annuities  to  be  payable  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  BUk 
due  to  the  dropping  of  the  perpetual 
rent-charge,  he  can  arrange  for  th» 
re-issue  of  the  Return  showing  particu- 
lars with  respect  to  the  advances  for  th» 
purchase  of  hddings  and  repayments 
to  Land  Commission  under  Clauses  1 
and  40  (No.  183)  giving  the  figures  of 
that  Return  in  italics  and  the  new- 
figures  in  ordinary  type. 

{Answered    by    Mr.    Wyndham.)     The 
Return  in  question  has  been  issued. 

Irish  National  Education— Sopwin- 
tendents  of  Examinations- 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Intermediate  Commissioners  give  a 
preference  tointeriuediate  teachers  apply- 
ing for  the  position  of  superintendents 
of  examinations ;  whether  in  the  ap- 
pointments length  of  service  is  taken 
into  consideration,  and  whether  the 
Commissioners  will  give  the  names  and 
length  of  service  of  the  intermediate 
teachers  appointed  for  the  first  time  this 
year  to  these  positions. 

{Anstaered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
reply  to  the  first  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  In  making  appointments  the 
Commissioners  proceed  on  the  principle 
of  selecting  those  who,  in  their  o{nnion, 
are  the  best  qnalified.  A  Ust  containing 
the  names  of  centre  superintendents  will 
be  supplied  to  the  hon.  Member  on 
application  in  writing  to  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners. 

Irish  Besident  Haflstrates— Action 
of  Mr.  C.  p.  Crane- 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Mr.  C.  P.  Crane,  resident  magistrate. 
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interfered  with  the  solicitor  for  one  of 
the  parties  in  a  case  at  Killarnej  Petty 
Seasions  oq  last  Tuesday,  that  three 
other  magistrates  protested  against  his 
action,  and  all  the  solicitors  practising 
in  the  Ck)urt  also  protested  in  writing 
against  his  action ;  and  seeing  that  Mr. 
Crane  was  formerly  a  police  officer  in 
Killarney,  where  he  has  now  been  sent  to 
exercise  judicial  functions,  and  having 
regard  to  the  action  taken  by  him  on 
this  occasion,  and  the  relations  existing 
between  the  people  of  Killarney  and  Mr. 
Crane,  he  will  prevent  Mr.  Crane  adjudi- 
cating in  future  at  Killarney. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Mr. 
Crane  is  not  the  resident  magistrate  of 
the  Killarney  district.  On  the  occasion 
referred  to  he  was  acting  as  Uxam 
Unens  for  the  local  resident  magistrate, 
who  was  absent.  The  interference  of 
Mr.  Crane  with  the  local  solicitor  merely 
consisted  in  his  objecting  to  certain 
questions  being  put  by  the  latter  to 
witnesses,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
irrelevant  to  the  charge  under  investi 
gation.  The  other  magistrates  disagreed 
with  Mr.  Crane  on  this  point  of  practice, 
and  the  questions  were  accordingly 
allowed  to  be  put.  Mr.  Crane,  who  is 
a  most  efficient  magistrate,  acted  within 
his  rights,  and  has  done  nothing  to 
disqualify  him  from  acting  in  future  as 
a  resident  magistrate  at  Killarney  or 
any  other  petty  sessions. 

Terminable  Leases  in  Towns— CSom- 
pensation  for  Improvements- 

Me.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  holders  of  terminable 
leases  in  towns  are  subject  to  eviction  or 
increase  of  rent  without  any  compensa 
tion  for  buildings  or  improvements  made 
at  their  expense ;  and  whether  he  can 
hold  out  any  hope  of  introducing  a  Bill 
to  deal  with  this  matter  at  an  early 
date.  >:; 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  of  legislation  in  the 
direction  suggested. 

Brection  of  Pier  at  Ballyconnell,  County 
Sligo. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M'KILLOP  (Sligo,  N.) : 

To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
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Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  hi* 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  people  of  Ballyconnell,  a  con- 
gested district  on  the  north  coast  of 
Sligo,  are  at  present  uuable  to  pursue 
their  calling  as  fishermen  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  sheltering  pier;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  consider  the  advisability  of  having 
a  small  pier  erected  for  their  accom- 
modatiouf 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  IFyndkam.)  If  the 
County  Council  should  propose  a  reason- 
able scheme  for  a  useful  work  at  this 
place,  and  will  show  their  confidence  in 
the  work  by  voting  a  sum  of  money 
towards  it,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  be  prepared  to  contribute  an  equal 
amount. 

Bonghly  Congested  District  (Sligo). 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M'KILLOP:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  population  of  the  congested 
district  of  Roughly,  county  Sligo, 
situate^  on  the  north  coast  of  Sligo,  are 
not  permitted  at  present  to  gather  sea- 
weed unless  on  payment  of  Is.  per  cart 
for  same ;  that  they  are  unable  to  take 
vehicles  to  the  fishing  pier  erected  for 
their  accommodation  owing  to  the  want 
of  a  road  sixty  perches  in  extent ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  have  inquiries 
instituted  with  the  view  of  having  thia 
state  of  affairs  remedied. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Government  has  no  power  to  interfere 
with  any  private  arrangements  existing 
in  respect  to  seaweed.  Inquiry  will  be 
made  as  to  the  alleged  want  of  an 
accommodation  road  to  the  pier. 

Bagging  in  the  Army. 
Mb.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury, 
E ) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  civilians  being 
tried  by  so-called  Court-martials ;  and  if 
any  General  Orders  are  to  be  issued  by 
him,  or  by  his  authority,  to  prevent 
any  further  Ul-treatment  of  unpopular 
officers  or  civilians  by  commissioned 
officers  in  His  Majesty's  Army. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  Army  Act  and  existing  Regulations 

2D 
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are  considered  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 
matters  alluded  to. 

Evasion  of  Pair  Wage  Clause  by  Army 
Olothing  Contractor. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
To  aak  the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  War 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
alleged  evasion  of  the  current  wage 
clause  by  a  firm  of  clothing  contractors; 
and,  if  so,  what  action  has  been,  or  is 
being  taken,  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  bij  Mr.  Secreiaiy  Brodrick.) 
Will  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  be 
good  enough  to  give  fuller  details,  includ- 
ing the  name  of  the  firm,  to  enable  the 
case  to  be  traced. 


Field  Allowance  to  Officers  in  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  K): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  fact  that  field  allowances  usually 
given  to  officers  under  canvas  are  at 
present  disallowed  to  officers  in  South 
Africa  in  temporary  huts  of  corrugated 
iron  or  similar  material;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  he  will  take  to  remedy  this 
state  of  affairs. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Se'relary  Brodrick.) 
Field  allowance  is  granted  in  cases 
when  the  hut  is  non  -  equipped  or 
partially  equipped ;  but  in  South  Africa 
a  large  number  of  superior  equipped 
huts  have  been  provided,  in  which 
cases  the  grant  is  inadmissible  under 
present  regulations. 

Population  of  Bhodesia. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  is 
the  present  estimated  white  population  of 
Buluwayo,  Salisbury,  and  the  districts  of 
Kbodesia  outside  those  towns,  respec- 
tively. 

{Aiismered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  results  of  an  informal  census 
taken  Slst  May,  1901,  gave  the  white 
population  of  Buluwayo  as  4,694;  of 
Salisbury,  1,395  ;  of  the  rest  of  Southern 
Rhodesia,  4,943.  These  are  the  latest 
gures  which  I  am  able  to  give. 
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Colonial  Tariifs. 
Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  any  of  the  com- 
munications that  have  taken  place 
between  all  or  any  of  the  self-governing 
colonies,  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  have 
expressed  their  willingness  to  surrender 
their  complete  tariff  autonomy,  or  to 
forego  the  recognition  of  the  custom 
that  has  arisen  in  all  recent  commercial 
treaties  concluded  between  this  country 
and  any  foreign  State  of  inserting  an 
article  empowering  the  self-governing 
colonies  to  adhere  or  not  at  will  to  the 
treaty;  whether  the  self-governing 
colonies  have  been  informed  if  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  grant  preferential 
treatment  to  their  natural  products 
or  only  their  food  products  by  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  whether  the  view  ex- 
pressed in  the  Report  of  the  Colonial 
Conference  between  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary and  the  Premiers  of  the  self-govern- 
ing colonies  that,  if  the  colonies  cease  to 
be  granted  most-favoured-nation  treat- 
ment by  any  foreign  country  owing  to 
such  country  giving  a  preference  to  our 
goods,  they  have  a  remedy  in  their  own 
hands,  is  still  that  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary and  of  the  Colonial  Premiers;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  state  what  are 
these  remedies  ;  and  whether  the  self- 
governing  colonies  have  ever,  in  any 
communication  addressed  to  the  Colonial 
Office,  suggested  that  they  should  be 
protected  against  hostile  action  on  the 
part  of  any  foreign  State  in  regard  to  ° 
their  imports  into  that  State,  by  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  its  imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
No  suggestion  has  been  made  by  His 
Majesty  s  Government  or  by  any  of  the 
colonies  that  the  self-governing  colonies 
should  surrender  their  liberty  of  framing 
their  own  Customs  tariffs,  or  that  any 
alteration  should  be  made  in  the  ezistiiig 
practice  in  the  negotiation  of  commercial 
treaties,  of  leaving  it  to  them  to  decide 
whether  or  not  notice  of  adherence  on 
their  behalf  should  be  given  by  EBs 
Majesty's  Government.  The  nature  of 
the  remedy  which  the  colonies  have  in 
their  own  hands  in  the  event  of  their 
being  penalised  by  a  foreign  country  for 
granting    tariff    preference    to    British 
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produce  and  manufactures  U  sufficiently 
indicated  by  the  paragraph  of  the  Report 
of  the  Colonial  Conference  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers.  There  have  been 
no  communications  with  any  colony  on 
the  sabject  since  the  Conference,  nor  has 
any  colony  at  any  time  considered  it 
necessary  to  indicate  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  protect  the  fiscal  freedom  of  the 
Empire. 


QUESTIONS  hV  THE  HOUSE. 


The  Cape  Bagging  CJonrt-Martial. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the  evidence 
submitted  before  the  Court-martial  at 
Wellington  Barracks  for  the  trial  of  seven 
officers  in  reference  to  the  incident  at  the 
Mount  Nelson  Hotel,  Cape  Town,  and  of 
the  fact  that  the  verdict  was  given  solely 
on  thecharges  of  indecency  andblasphemy, 
what  action  is  going  to  be  taken  by  the 
War  Office  in  respect  to  the  admitted 
conduct  of  the  aforesaid  officers  towards 
a  civilian  at  Cape  Town. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
No  further  action  will  be  taken  by  the 
War  Office  in  respect  of  these  officers. 
They  have  been  tried  and  acquitted  on 
the  charges  advanced  by  Mr.  Stanford 
subsequently  to  the  verdict  of  the  civil 
Court,  and  it  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  justice  or  precedent  to  go  back  on 
other  charges  for  which  compensation  has 
been  paid  in  a  civil  Court,  and  since 
which  the  officers  have  been  re-employed 
in  the  field. 

Armjr  Post— Missing  Registered  Letter. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  registered 
letter,  addressed  to  Private  Thomas  Edens, 
7,059,  B  Company,  1st  Argyll  and 
Sutherland  Highlanders,  Field  Force, 
South  Africa,  was  despatched  from  the 
Army  Post  Office,  Middleburg,  Transvaal, 
on  the  2l8t  July,  1901,  to  the  Officer 
Commanding,  Benson's  Coliunn ;  and  that 
the  registered  letter  list  was  returned 
signed  J.  Hardmarsh,  lance-corporal ; 
whether  he  can  state  what  has  become  of 


this  letter;  and,  if  not,  will  the  person 
who  registered  the  letter  be  compensated. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  loss  of  this 
letter  has  been  the  subject  of  communica- 
tions with  the  War  Office.  The  letter 
cannot  be  traced.  No  responsibility 
whatever  can  be  accepted  by  the  War 
Department  for  the  non-delivery  of  letters 
on  active  service. 

Mr.  WOOD  (Down,  E.):  Seeing  thatthe 
lance-corporal  is  still  in  the  service  have 
any  inquiries  been  made  of  him ) 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  It  is  of  no  use 
making  inquiries  now. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
This  was  a  registered  letter.  Do  the 
War  Office  absolutely  refuse  all  responsi- 
bility for  registered  letters  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  We  can  only  use 
our  best  endeavours  to  trace  them. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  Was  any 
champagne  consigned  to  officers  lost  t 

Mediterranean  Fleet— Gunnery  Practice. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty has  he  now  received  the  further 
Report  from  the  Commander-in-Ohief  of 
the  Mediterranean  Fleet  containing  the 
further  details  required  to  show  to  what 
extent  the  gunnery  practice  ordered  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  on  29th  April 
last  failed  to  conform  to  the  Admiralty 
regulations,  or  what  were  the  reasons 
for  any  variation  in  the  regulation 
practice;  and  can  he  now  say  in  what 
respects  this  practice  departed  from  the 
Admiralty  regulations  for  the  attain- 
ment of  good  shooting  and  proficiency 
in  gunnery. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.):  The  Report  referred  to  has  now 
been  received.  The  practice  conformed 
in  all  respects  with  the  Admiralty  regu- 
lations, except  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
practising  the  crews  in  rapid  firing  with 
several  guns  at  the  same  time,  a  certain 
number  of  rounds  of  aiming  rifle  am 
munition  were  fired  simultaneoiuly,  and 
not   separately,  and  the  shots,  though 
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observed,  were  not  individually  marked. 
The  practice  is  one  which  has  frequently 
been  carried  out  in  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet,  and,  though  it  is  not  prescribed 
by  the  regulations,  it  is  entirely  within 
the  province  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  sanction  it. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Then  am  1 
to  understand  that  the  Admiralty 
approve  the  practice  of  firing  shots  with- 
out marking  1 

Me-ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Yes,  under 
these  circumstances. 

Aden  Boundary  Commission. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  what  is  the  state  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  Aden  as  regards  the  Boundary 
Commission,  and  what  progress  is  being 
made ;  who  is  responsible  for  its  proceed- 
ings ;  and  when  will  it  be  possible  to  lay 
Papers  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  proceedings  of 
our  Boundary  Commission  in  delimiting 
the  frontier  between  the  tribes  under  our 
protection  and  the  territory  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire  have  not  been  as  rapid  as 
could  be  wished,  as  the  Commission  have 
had  to  contend  with  difficulties  of  an 
altogether  exceptional  character  and  with 
obstruction  against  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  nave  been  compelled  more 
than  once  to  protest.  The  survey  of  the 
territory  of  the  Amir  of  Dthali  has,  how- 
ever, now  been  completed,  and  the  Report  of 
the  British  Commissioners  on  that  survey 
is  under  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty  s 
Government.  I  hope  that  an  agreement 
will  shortly  be  arrived  at  with  the 
Turkish  Government  as  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  line  to  be  adopted  for 
the  frontier,  which  will  then  be  denar- 
cated  on  the  spot  by  the  Turkish  and 
British  Commissioners.  The  proceedings 
of  the  British  Commission  on  the  spot  are 
primarily  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  while  the  negotiations 
with  the  Turkish  Government  are  in  the 
hands  of  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Constcuitinople,  and  under  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  by  His  Majesty's 


Government  to  expedite  the  conclnidon 
of  the  work  upon  which  the  Commission 
are  engaged,  but  until  it  is  concluded,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  lay  Papers  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE :  How 
long  will  it  be  necessary  to  retain  the 
extra  troops  there  t 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  I  can- 
not say.  They  are  kept  there  as  a  matter 
of  precaution,  and  will,  I  suppose,  stay  a» 
long  as  the  Commission  is  there. 

Begistration  of  Clubs. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Hume  Department 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  state 
the  number  of  clubs  registered  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  Licens- 
mg  Act  of  1902  in  England  and  in 
Wales? 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Aeers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) : 
6,174  clubs  have  been  registered  in 
England  up  to  the  27th  of  May  last^  and 
178  in  Wales. 


Motor-Cars  in  Hyde  Park. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  in  view  of  the  speed  at  which 
motor-cars  are  driven  through  Hyde  Park, 
he  will  authorise  the  police  to  pre  rent 
them  entering  the  park  until  such  time  as 
the  law  is  competent  to  restrain  them  t 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
shire, W.):  The  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  asks  me  to  invite  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's attention  to  the  statement  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  in  another  place 
on  Thursday  last,t  that  the  Government 
intend  to  proceed  with  their  Bill  for  the 
regulation  of  motor  traffic,  and  hope  to 
introduce  it  this  week.  But  the  First 
Commissioner  is  also  considering  in 
concert  with  the  police  authorities  what 
steps  can  best  be  taken  to  regulate  the 
speed  of  vehicles  in  Hyde  Park,  Consti- 
tution-hill, and  St.  James's  Park. 
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The  Maltese  Language  Qnestion. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  communica- 
tions have  passed  between  the  British 
and  Italian  Governments  with  reference 
to  the  attempt  to  suppress  the  teaching 
or  the  use  of  the  Italian  language  in 
Malta,  and  with  reference  to  the  change 
in  the  Council  at  Malta  by  constituting 
the  official  members  the  majority  of 
that  Council,  or  placing  the  elected 
members,  who  had  formerly  been  in  a 
majority,  in  a  permanent  minority  ;  and 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  state  the 
purport  of  these  communications. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord 
Cranborne,  Rochester) :  No  communica- 
tions have  passed  between  the  two 
Governments  since  the  beginning  of 
last  year,  when  we  were  informed  by 
the  Italian  Ambassador  of  the  satisfac- 
tion with  which  he  had  read  the  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  delivered  in  this  House  on  the 
28th  January  of  that  year.t 


Alleged  Kurdish  AtrocitieB  near 
Erzeroom- 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-S(  cretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attentoin  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  a 
convent  near  Erzeroum  has  recently 
been  pillaged  by  Kurds,  who  killed  a 
number  of  priests,  and  the  village  of 
Benn  also  pillaged  about  the  same 
time;  also  that  the  Turkish  troops 
afforded  no  protection  during  this  action 
of  the  Kurds  ;  and  what  steps  the 
Foreign  Office  are  prepared  to  take  in 
regard  to  these  occurrences. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  has  re 
ceived  no  report  from  the  Acting 
British  Consul  at  Erzeroum  of  any 
outrages  of  this  kind  having  occurred 
near  that  place.  He  is,  however, 
making  inquiries.  The  Porte  denies 
that  there  is  any  foundation  for  the 
reports. 


t  See  (4)  Dehatu,  ci.,  1182. 


Mr.  FLYNN :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
the  telegraphic  account  of  these  outrages 
came  from  Constantinople  on  the  23rd 
June  1  How  is  it  the  Foreign  Office  is 
unable  to  get  any  information  there  t 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  We  have  in- 
formation there  that  there  is  no  truth 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Will  further  inquiries 
be  made  t 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  We  are  making 
further  inquiries. 

TangtselBiver  Bailway- 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Undersecretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  negotiations  com- 
menced four  years  ago  by  the  Peking 
Syndicate  to  obtain  permission  to 
construct  a  railway  to  the  Yangtse 
River  have  advanced  beyond  the 
recognition  of  the  claim  twelve  months 
ago  by  Prince  Ching  to  Sir  Ernest 
Satow  ;  if  so,  what  is  the  present  state 
of  the  negotiations. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  reply  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative,  but  the  negotiations  which 
are  proceeding  with  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  as  well  as  to  other 
railway  questions  are  not  yet  concluded. 
I  am  afraid  I  am  not  able  at  this 
juncture  to  give  any  particulars  as  to 
the  present  state  of  the  negotiations. 

Shantung  Bailways. 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  German  Govern- 
ment claim  the  monopoly  of  railway 
construction  in  the  valley  of  the  Yellow 
River  on  account  of  its  being  within  the 
Hinterland  of  the  Province  of  Shan- 
tung; if  so,  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  recognise  such  right. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  position  of 
the  British  and  German  Syndicates 
interested  in  the  development  of  the 
valley  of  the  Yellow  River  and  its 
communications  towards  the  south  is 
described  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper, 
China,   No.  1,    1899,   p.    214.    I  have 
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nothing  to  add  in  explanation  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Glennan  Ooverament 
and  of  His  Majesty's  GoTernment  to 
what  is  contained  in  these  Papers. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  What 
connection  has  the  syndicate  with  the 
Government  of  Germany  t 

LoBD  CRANBORNE:  If  my  hon. 
friend  will  read  the  Paper  he  will  see. 

British  Vice-Consnls  in  Switzerland. 

Mr.  WOOD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  will  explain  why  the  ap 
pointment  to  the  office  of  Vice-Gonsul 
which  has  recently  been  made  at  St 
Gall,  Switzerland,  hns  been  given  to 
a  foreigner,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
British  residents  with  large  business 
interests  there  were  passed  over. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  The  Secretary 
of  State  was  advised  that  there  was  no 
suitable  British  subject  at  St.  Gall 
who  could  be  recommended  for  the 
appointment  of  Vice  Consul.  He  there- 
fore sanctioned  the  appointment  of  a 
Swiss  gentleman,  whose  business  is 
chiefly  connected  with  this  country. 

Oonso  Free  State. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire, Cleveland):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  yet  communicated  with 
Foreign  Governments  on  the  subject  of 
the  Congo  Free  State  in  accordance 
with  the  Resolution  passed  by  this 
House  OQ.  ..2Qtb  May ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  state  to  which  countries 
the  despatch  has  been  addressed. 

Lord  CRANBORNE :  The  question  of 
the  terms  <rf  the  communication  to  be 
addressed  to  the  signatories  of  the  Act 
of  Berlin  on  the  subject  of  the  Congo 
Free  State  is  one  which  requires  care- 
ful consideration.  The  terms,  however, 
of  one  part  of  this  communication  are 
settled,  and,  in  r^ard  to  the  other  part, 
it  is  hoped  that  a  decision  may  be 
arrived  at  shortly. 


Ophthalmia  in  Metropolitan  SchoolB. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  I  beg  to. 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  his  Department  will  cause  a. 
medical  examination  to  be  undertaken  of 
the  children  attending  elementary  schools- 
in  the  Metropolis,  with  a  view  to  a  Re- 
port showing  how  many  children  aro 
working  in  the  schools  suffering  from 
ophthalmia,  and  what  means  may  be 
adopted  to  prevent  this  disease  spreading^ 
to  other  children. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  The  Board  of  Educauon  are  not^ 
as  at  present  advised,  prepared  to  under- 
take the  inquiry  suggested  in  the  Ques- 
tion. A  circular  was  issued  in  October 
1901  to  managers  and  teachers  of  urban 
elementary  schools -on  the  subject  of  the 
children's  eyesight.  In  this  circular  at- 
tention was  particularly  called  to  the 
symptoms  of  ophthalmia,  to  the  necessity 
for  immediate  and  continuous  treatment^ 
and  to  the  importance  of  excluding  the 
children  affected  from  school  until  a. 
medical  certificate  of  their  fitness  for  re- 
admission  had  been  obtained. 

Assistant  Matrons  in  Irish  Prisons. 

Mr.  0'DOWD(Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment to  state  the  scale  of  salaries^ 
dietary,  rules  of  boarding,  etc.,  at  present 
applying  to  assistant  matrons  employed 
in  English  prisons ;  and  will  he  say  why,, 
in  case  these  conditions  do  not  apply  to 
Ireland,  a  uniform  scale  should  not  b» 
adopted  applicable  to  the  assistant  prison 
matrons  of  both  countries. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  The  seal© 
of  pay  for  assistant  female  warders  in 
English  prisons  is  £50,  rising  by  £1  10s, 
a  year  to  £Q5  in  convict  prisons  and  £45, 
rising  by  £1  to  £50  in  local  prisons. 
Official  quarters  are  provided  m  the 
prisons,  with  a  fixed  amount  of  free  wash- 
ing, and  fuel  and  light.  The  officers 
board  themselves,  though  they  are  allowed 
to  have  their  food  cooked  by  femal» 
prisoners.  I  can  give  no  opinion  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  where  the  prisons  are 
not  under  my  control ;  but  I  can  under- 
stand that  the  circumstances  may  differ 
so  much  as  to  make  miiform  rules  as  to 
these  matters  in  the  two  countries  un- 
necessary, if  not  impossible. 
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Andit  of  Irish  PaUic  ▲cconnts- 
Ms,  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  On 
bebalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick's  Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  lo  the  Treasury  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  all  the  Irish 
public  accounts  are  mainly  audited  in 
London  and  a  few  of  them  partially  for  a 
few  weeks  in  Dublin,  he  will  state  what 
is  the  cost  of  the  work  in  London  and 
Dublin  respectively ;  and  whether  he  will 
arrange  to  have  the  work  done  entirely 
in  Dublin,  in  order  to  avoid  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  travelling  and  maintenance, 
which  the  partial  audit  in  Dublin  at  present 
entails. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
The  additional  annual  cost  incurred  in 
travelling  to  and  from  Dublin,  and  in 
maintenance  while  there,  usually  amounts 
to  less  than  £500.  It  is  not  possibly  to 
state  what  is  the  cost  of  the  audit  of 
Irish  public  accounts  in  London,  as  the 
officers  engaged  on  it  are  also  employed 
on  other  duties.  The  saving  which  would 
accrue  from  such  a  change  as  is  sug-^ested 
would  not  compensate  for  the  public  in- 
convenience which  would  result  from  the 
impossibility  of  exercising  direct  supei- 
vision  of  the  work  performed  and  of  per- 
sonal conference  with  the  officers  engaged 
upon  it. 

Mr,  LUNDON:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick's 
Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether, 
seeing  that  audit  office  officials  are 
permanently  employed  at  Devonport 
Dockyard  and  at  other  places  outside  of 
the  audit  office,  he  will,  with  a  view  to 
economy  and  efficiency,  have  a  perma- 
nent audit  office  staff  at  Dublin. 

Mr.  ELLIOT :  The  character  of  the 
work  at  Devonport  and  the  other  dock- 
yards is  peculiar,  and  is  necessarily 
carried  out  on  the  spot,  as  the  books 
and  documents  could  not  possibly  be 
spared  for  transmission  to  London.  The 
estciblishment  of  a  permanent  audit 
office  staff  in  Dublin  would  not  lead  to 
greater  economy  and  efficiency. 

Mr.  LUNDON:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.    Member    for   the     St,    Patrick's 


Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  fact 
that  the  present  system  of  mainly  audit- 
ing all  Irish  accounts  in  London  causes 
additional  work  in  keeping  duplicate 
records  of  payments  in  Loudon,  and  that 
if  the  work  were  done  entirely  in  Dublin 
some  of  this  duplicating  could  be  avoided, 
that  books  and  documents  essential  to 
audit  cannot  be  sent  to  London  for 
ezam'nation,  and  that  reference  to  these 
books  and  documents  has  to  be  post- 
poned for  months ;  and,  seeing  that  cor- 
respondence between  London  and  Dublin 
could  be  avoided  if  the  audit  were 
carried  out  entirely  in  Dublin,  whether 
he  will  make  arrangements  to  have  the 
audit  can  ied  out  entirely  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  ELLIOT:  Any  additional  work 
in  keeping  duplicate  records  is  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  opportunities 
afforded  to  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  of  personal  access  to  his  officers. 
No  inconvenience  ariaes  from  the  po.^t- 
ponement  until  the  annual  visit  of 
reference  to  the  books  and  documents 
kept  in  Dublin.  The  amount  of  corres- 
pondence would  in  any  case  not  be 
diminished,  but  would  probably  be 
increased,  by  the  necessity  lor  written 
instead  of  personal  communication  be- 
tween the  officers  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department  and  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General. 

Tobacco  Orowing  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  view  of  the 
experiments  being  made  in  tobacco 
growing  in  Ireland,  he  could  arrange  for 
an  abatement  of  the  duty  on  Irish- 
grown  tobacco  in  order  to  encourage  the 
industry. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
While  the  matter  has  been  in  an  experi- 
mental stage  I  understand  that  arrange- 
ments have  been  madeby  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  prevent  the  burden  of 
the  duty  falling  upon  individual  growers. 
I  need  hardly  say  that  I  shall  watch  the 
result  of  the  expeiiments  with  great 
interest,  but  I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope 
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that  in  the  event  of  the  industry  develop- 
ing beyond  the  experimental  stage  a 
lower  duty  could  be  charged  on  home- 
grown than  on  imported  tobacco. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  In  view 
of  the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man I  beg  to  say  that  I  will  put  another 
Question  on  the  Paper  on  the  same 
subject,  but  addressed  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

Salaries  of  Irish  Medical  Officers. 

Me.  DBLANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  undertake  that,  in  case 
the  existing  salaries  of  Irish  medical 
officers  are  raised,  the  Treasury  recoup 
ment  in  aid  of  those  salaries  shall  be 
proportionally  increased. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  von 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham.  Dover): 
This  is  a  hypothetical  Question  to  which 
no  definite  answer  can  be  given.  The 
limits  within  which  recoupment  can  be 
made  out  of  the  local  taxation  account 
are  defined  by  Section  58  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1898,  and  Section  6 
of  the  Amending  Act  of  last  year,  to 
which  I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member. 

Maryboiongh  Prison  Staff. 
Mr.  DELANY  :  I  beg'to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  report  of  an  inquiry  held 
recently  at  Maryborough  Prison;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  state  whether  the  decision 
then  announced  has  since  been  reversed ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  discontent 
existing  in  the  Maryborough  prison 
service,  he  would  consider  the  advisability 
of  establishing  a  regular  Court,  in- 
dependent of  the  officers  of  the  Prisons 
Board,  for  trial  of  breaches  of  prison 
rules  on  the  same  lines  as  that  provided 
for  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Inquiries  have 
been  held  at  this  prison  from  time  to 
time.  No  decision^  of  the  Prisons  Board 
have  been  reversed,  and  no  discontent 
exists  as  alleged.  Breaches  of  prison 
rules  are  investigated  in  the  manner 
provided  by  Statute,  and  the  system  is 
the  same  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  j  ^ 


Irish  Dispensary  Appointments. 

Mr.  DELANY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  res(^u- 
tions  have  been  forwarded  from  the 
Queen's  County  Branch  of  the  Irish 
Medical  Association  to  the  board  of 
guardians  of  each  union  in  the  county 
declaring  that  no  qualified  practitioner 
should  apply  for  or  accept  a  dispensary 
appointment  vacated  by  a  doctor  who 
has  not  received  suitable  superannuation, 
or  at  a  lesser  salary  than  X200  per 
annum,  and  declining  to  do  duty  for  or 
meet  in  consultation  any  colleague  who 
contravenes  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  resolutions,  and  further  stating  that 
they  should  use  their  best  endeavours  to 
dissuade  any  medical  practitioner  from 
becoming  a  candidate  for  a  dispensary 
or  wofkhouse  appointment  for  which 
the  salary  is  less  than  the  amount  fixed 
by  the  Association;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in 
the  matter. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir;  a  resolu- 
tion to  this  effect  was  adopted.  The 
matters  referred  to  cannot  properly  be 
discussed  within  the  limits  of  a  reply  to 
a  Question. 

Haryborongh  Prison— Chief  Warder 
Walsh. 

Mr.  DELANY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Chief  Warder  Walsh, 
of  Maryborough  Gaol,  was  recently 
transferred  to  Cork,  and  whether  that 
officer  has  been  reduced  in  rank  or 
salary ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
alleged  irregularities  for  which  he  has 
been  held  responsible  have  been  in  ex- 
istence for  over  three  years,  and  before 
this  officer  came  to  Maryborough,  will 
he  state  whether  the  alleged  irregularities 
were  known  to  the  Prisons  Board  or 
their  inspectors ;  and,  if  not,  what  ex- 
planation have  they  to  offer  for  their 
failure  to  detect  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  chief  warder 
was  not  reduced  in  rank  or  salary  on  hia 
transfer  to  Cork  Local  Prison.  He  was 
unequal  to  the  physical  strain  at  Mary- 
borough Convict  Prison,  and  on  his  own 
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oa  grounds  of  health. 


Haryborongh  Prison  and  Warders' 

Cottages. 

Me.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  was 
the  cost  of  building  the  new  prison  at 
Maryborough ;  whether  the  contract 
€or  the  same  was  satisfactorily  executed ; 
whether,  seeing  that  a  number  of 
«ottages  had  l^een  built  for  warders 
recently  in  the  vicinity  of  the  prison,  he 
will  state  the  cost  of  each  cottage  and  if 
advertisements  were  inserted  in  any 
newspapers  inviting  tenders  for  the 
carrying  on  of  this  work  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  character  of  these  cottages, 
he  will  grant  an  inquiry  into  this  matter. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Governor  did 
not  make  the  statement  attributed  to 
him.  But  he  did  point  out  to  the 
warders  the  serious  consequences  that 
would  result  from  engaging  in  traffic 
with  prisoners.  This  was  done  with  the 
authority  of  the  Prisons  Board.  The 
prison  officers  who  were  recently  retired 
consequent  on  the  re-organisation  of  the 
Prison  Staff,  were  awarded  pensions 
calculated  on  actual  service.  The  facts 
were  fully  investigated  by  Government, 
who  approved  of  the  retirement  of  these 
officials.  It  is  not  proposed  to  make 
any  further  inquiry  in  the  matter. 


Mr. 


Cusack  Estate,  County  Longford. 

Me.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 

is  aware  that  a  number  of  tenants  on  the 

Cusack  Estate,    County    Longford,  are 

I  being  deprived  of  their  future  tenancies 

WYNDHAM :    The  cost  of  the  I  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  receiver  to 


new  prison,  when  completed,  will  be 
X27,06C.  The  contract  has  been  satis- 
factorily executed.  The  average  cost  of 
«ach  of  the  warders'  cottages  is  £225. 
Tenders  were  not  invited  by  advertise- 
ment for  the  erection  of  the  cottages,  present  Land  Bill. 
The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  new 
prison  contractor  at  his  contract  rates. 
No  complaints  have  been  made  in  respect 
to  the  cottages,  which  are  reported  to  be 
suitable  and  comfortable. 


agree  with  them  as  to  terms  of  purchase ; 
and  whether  he  can  undertake  to  make 
representations  to  the  receiver  not  to 
deprive  these  tenants  of  their  crops  and 
grazing    pending  the    passage    of    the 


Haryborotigh  Prison— Traffic  with 
Prisoners. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretiiry  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  by 
what  authority  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
borough Prison  informed  the  warders 
there  on  parade  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Prisons  Board  had  told  him  that  if 
he  submitted  the  name  of  any  warder  for 
removal  such  warder  would  be  immedi- 
ately removed  from  the  service;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  young  men  serving  at  Mary- 
borough Gaol  have  been  discharged 
from  the  service  without  any  allegation 
of  incompetency,  he  will  state  whether 
these  men  will  be  granted  compensation 
for  abolition  of  office,  or  inquiry  be  made 
by  some  independent  authority  into  the 
causes  of  their  removal. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  this  estate  are  pending  in  the 
Land  Judge's  Court.  The  rental  is  in 
course  of  settlement.  No  tenant  who  is 
legally  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  is,  or  can  be,  deprived 
of  these  by  the  action  of  the  receiver,  or 
any  other  official 

Oranard  Union  Nursing  Nnna 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  consequence  of  the  decision  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
in  the  matter  of  the  recent  inquiry  held 
in  Granard  Union  on  the  subject  of  the 
nursing  system  in  that  union,  the 
nursing  nuns  are  being  withdrawn  from 
the  institution ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  importance  to  the  sick  poor  of  the 
retention  of  their  services,  and  the 
fact  that  the  main  question  of  the 
inquiry  was  ignored  in  the  Report,  he 
will  direct  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  retain  the 
services  of  these  ladies. 
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Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  regrets  that  the  nuns  have 
severed  their  official  connection  with  the 
Oranard  Union  Hospital.  The  appoint- 
ment of  nurs:s  rests  with  the  guardians 
and  not  with  the  Board.  If  the  guar- 
dians decide  to  re  elect  these  ladies  or  to 
appoint  other  qualified  nuns  to  the 
vacant  pofits  it  is  very  unlikely  that  the 
board  will  raise  any  objection. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Loath,  N.)  asked  if 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  himself  would 
look  ir  to  the  matter.  As  he  understood 
it  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  hardly  meet  the 
difficulty. 

MB.J.P.FARRELL  asked,  as  the  matter 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  locality, 
would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  case 
the  nuns  were  not  re-elected,  give  an 
undertaking  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  afforded  at  an  early  date  to  discuss  it 
on  the  Vote  for  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Mb.  WyNDHAM  said  that  it  rested 
with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and 
not  with  him,  to  decide  when  the  Vote 
would  be  taken.    ^ 

Derelict  Evicted  Farms  in  County 
Longford. 

Mb.i,J.  p.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  to  state  the  number  of 
derelict  evicted  farmS  in  County  Long- 
ford to  which  Clause  2  of  the  Land  Bill, 
as  amended,  would  apply. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  There  were  six 
untenanted  evicted  farms  in  County 
Longford  on  the  1st  April  last. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  take  any  steps  to  prevent 
these  farms  being  occupied  before  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Bill. 

Mr  WYNDHAM  replied  that  it  was 
not  convenient  to  aoticipate  any  dis- 
cussion on  the  Land  Bill  by  way  of 
Questions.  The  hon.  Member  knew  the 
position  of  affairs  and  if  l.e  was  not  satis- 
fied he  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
raising  his  point. 


Boyal  Irish  Constabnlary. 
Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  having, 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  members  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  in  tk»^ 
cities  of  Londonderry,  Cork,  Waterford, 
and  Belfast  have  numben  on  their  uni- 
forms, he  wiU  direct  the  wearing  of 
numbers  on  their  uniforms  by  membera 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
stationed  in  country  districts. 

Mh.  WYNDHAM  :  This  questwn  haa 
repeatedly  been  raised  in  the  House,  and^ 
as  at  present  advised,  I  see  no  reasons 
for  arriving  at  a  different  conclusion 
from  that  come  to  by  my  predecessors 
—namely,  that  the  proposed  change  is 
inexpedient  and  undesirable. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  What  la- 
the police  objection  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Officers  of  the  forcfr 
may  be  employed  in  any  part  of  Ireland, 
and  there  would  be  difficulty  in  working: 
out  the  scheme. 

Cork  Model  Schools. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  now  state  what 
was  the  result  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
respect  to  the  occupation  of  a  portion 
of  the  Cork  Model  Schools  by  the  local 
Ttchnical  Committee;  whether  in  regard 
to  the  difference  between  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Committee  as  to  certain 
alteiations,  the  Commissioners  will  send 
a  competent  surveyor  or  inspector  to 
meet  the  Committee  with  a  view  to  an 
arrangement  of  the  existing  dispute. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  matter  wa* 
reconsidered  by  the  Commissioners  at 
their  special  meeting  held  on  the  26th 
May.  The  arrangement  under  which 
certain  rooms  of  the  Model  Schools  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Technical 
Committee  was  expressly  stated  to  be  & 
temporary  one.  In  November  laat  the 
Board  of  Works  reported  to  the  Com- 
missioners that  'very  serious  structural 
changes  in  the  premises  were  being  pro- 
posed   by  the    Committee.     Inj  giving 
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their  sanction  to  the  temporary  use  of 
the  school  rooms  the  Commissioners  had 
no    idea    whatever    that  the    premises 
were  to  be  interfered  with  to  the  extent 
contemplated,    or     that    arrangements 
would    be    made  that    would    interfere 
with    the  health    of   the  pupils  of  the 
Bohool,     or      the     efficiency     of     the 
teaching.    It  has  been  found  that   the 
school  work  has  beea  already  very  ad- 
versely affected   by  the    holdbog  <^  the 
technical  classes  in  the  school,  and  the 
encroachments  of  the  Committee  on  the 
pUygrounds  and  premises.    The  Resident 
Commissioner    visited  the  schools    last 
month  and  has  reported  on  the  defects 
in  the  arrangements  which  he  observed 
at  the  date  of  his   visit.    The  Commis- 
sioners are  of  opinion  that  the  full  and 
dear  possession  of   the  schools  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  efficient  carrying 
out  of  I  heir  own   work,    and  they  are 
unable  to   vary    the    decision    already ' 
arrivedat,  namely,  that  the  temporary! 
arrangement  with   the   Technical  Com- 
mittee  should   terminate   on   tiie  30th , 
instant.      Acting  on    the    undertaking 
given  by  me  on  a  previous  occasion,  1 1 
communicated  with  the  Commissioners, ' 
bringing  under  their  notice  the  sugges- 
tion which  had   been    made   that  final ' 
action   b ;    postponed     until  after    the 
Estimates  had  been  discussed.    It  appears  I 
to  me,  however,  that  the  Commissioners,  I 
for  the  reasons  explained  by  me,  have  I 
made  out  a  strong  case  for  the  decision 
at  which  they  have  arrived.  I 

Mb.  FLYNN:  On  the  strength  of  the 
arrangement  the  local  Technical  Com- 
mittee spent  a  large  sum  of  money. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
favour  a  friendly  arrangement,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  communicate  that  view 
to  theCommissioners. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  They  are  the  sole 
authorities  in  the  matter. 

Kilconnac. 

Mb.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  County  Council  of 
King's  County  have  restored  the 
ancient  name  of  Kilconnac  to  the  town 


named  Frankford;  will  he  state  what 
authority  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  for  refusing  to  accept  this  re- 
storation; and  by  what  authority 
the  ancient  name  was  changed  by  an^ 
English  officer  less  than  100  year^  ag» 
from  Kilcormac  to  Frankford. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Board  merely 
pointed  out  that  there  was  no  authority^ 
enabling  t  he  County  Council  to  make 
the  propof>ed  change.  This  was  decided 
by  the  case  of  Andeisoa  «.  The  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  (Law  Reports,  Ireland,. 
Vol.  15).  I  am  not  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  name  of 
Frankford  was  given  to  this  town. 

Mr.  REDDY  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  Frankford  is  a. 
German  name  ) 

Cork  Assues— Bex  t>.  Moore. 
Mb.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  has  received  a  memorial 
forwarded  to  His  Excellency  by  the 
medical  witnesses  for  the  Crown  in  the 
case  of  Kex.  v.  Moore,  which  ended  in  a 
capital  conviction  at  the  Cork  Spring. 
Assizes,  the  death  sentence  being  com- 
muted into  a  sentence  of  penal  servitude 
for  life,  praying  the  exercise  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  pardon  in  the  case  of  the- 
prisoner,  and  expressing  their  belief  that' 
the  wound  on  the  body  of  the  deceased 
was  compatible  with  accidental  causes, 
and  the  evidence  in-ufficient  to  warrant  a 
conviction;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  doubt  as  to  whether  a  murder  was 
committed  at  all,  and  as  to  whether,  if 
committed,  Moore  was  the  perpetrator, 
His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  consider 
favourably  the  prayer  of  the  memorial. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  A  memorial  of  the 
nature  referred  to  was  received  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  during  the  time  the 
condemned  man  was  under  sentence  of 
death.  It  was  carefully  considered  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  with  the  result 
that  the  capital  sentence  was  commuted 
to  one  of  penal  servitude  for  life. 


Caniceen  National  Schools. 

Me.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.) :    I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lo 
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Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
-explain  why  nine  months'  arrears  of 
aaMxj  of  the  teachers  of  the  Garrigeen 
^county  Kilkenny)  National  Schools  are 
withheld  ;  and  at  what  date  and  under 
-what  conditions  these  arrears  will  be 
payaUe. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Salary  has  been 
-withheld  owing  to  the  delay  in  completing 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  schoolhouse. 
The  Commissioners  state  the  salaries 
-will  be  paid  upon  the  completion  of  the 
huilding. 

Irish  Model  Schools- 
Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  inquiry  promised  some 
time  ago  into  the  working  of  Irish 
Model  Schools  has  been  held ;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  the  result,  and  has  it  been 
published. 

Mr  WYNDHAM:  I  am  informed 
that  the  inquiry  is  in  progress,  but  that 
(t  cannot  at  present  be  stated  when  it 
vrill  be  completed. 

Sankmptcy  Administratioii  in  Armagh- 

Mb.  WOOD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  the  County 
of  Armagh  is  not  included  in  the  bank- 
ruptcy jurisdiction  of  the  Recorder  of 
Bdfast,  notwithstanding  that  the  county 
of  Armagh  is  much  nearer  to  Belfast 
than  the  portion  of  county  Down  where 
the  said  jurisdiction  extends ;  will  he 
say  if  any  resolutions  have  been  received 
in  favour  thereof;  and  whether  the 
necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  include 
■county  Armagh  within  the  said  juris- 
-diction. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  jurisdiction 
•of  the  Belfast  Court  does  not  extend  to 
Armagh.  No  representations  in  favour 
-of  the  suggested  extension  have  been 
received.  If  made  they  will  be  con- 
■sidered. 

Irish  Motor  Car  Bace. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (KUdare,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
Ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  the  Government 


have  obtained  a  guarantee  from  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Gordon-Bennett  race  for 
the  expenses  of  extra  police  over  the 
sum  of  X1,000  which  the  Treasury  is 
willing  to  contribute ;  if  any  communi- 
cation has  passed  between  the  police 
authorities  and  the  Kildare  County 
Council  on  the  subject ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Kildare  County  Coundl  con- 
sented to  hand  over  the  county  roads 
for  the  race  on  the  expressed  under- 
standing that  the  county  should  not  be 
called  on  to  pay  for  the  extra  police ; 
and,  if  so,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  levy  any  part  of  the 
expense  on  the  county  of  Kildare. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  No  such  guarantee 
has  been  obtained.  The  County  Council 
inquired  as  to  the  incidence  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  extra  police,  and  was 
informed  by  the  Inspector-General  tliat 
the  matter  was  receiving  attention.  'J  he 
opinion  of  the  Treasury  has  since  been 
announced,  and  is  at  present  before 
the  Irish  Government.  The  whole  ques- 
tion is  one  requiring  most  careful 
consideration  in  relation  to  the  inter> 
pretation  and  applicatioD  of  Acts  of 
Parliament,  as  well  as  to  the  other 
circumstances  connected  with  the  race. 

Mr.  LEAMY:  Oan  we  be  satisfied 
that  the  Kildare  County  GouncU  will  not 
be  called  upon  by  the  Irish  Government 
to  pay  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  the 
extra  police  t 

Irish  Income  Tax  Collectors  and  the  Land 
Bill. 

Mb.  CAIlEW(Meath,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  amount  of  the  loss  of  emoluments  that 
will  accrue  to  the  income  tax  collectors 
under  the  operations  of  the  Irish  Land 
Bill ;  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
introduce  a  scheme  for  compensation  to 
these  ofScials  on  the  same  lines  as  that 
adopted  in  the  case  of  the  county  cess 
collectors  under  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  amount  of 
the  loss  of  emoluments  to  income  tax 
collectors  is  not  calculable,  and  their  case 
is  not  on  all  fours  with  that  of  the  county 
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cess  collectors.  The  Goyernment  is  not 
aware  of  any  sufficient  reason  for  enter- 
taining the  claims  of  the  former  officers. 

Irisli  Local  Gtoyemment  Board  Beport. 
Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterfonl,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the  annual 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland,  now  due,  will  be  issued  to 
Members. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Report  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

LaboTurero  in  Ireland- 
Mr.  O'SHEE:  I  beg  to  oak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  how  many  agricultural  labourers 
and  general  labourers  respectively  are 
included  in  the  Census  Returns  of  1901 
for  the  four  provinces  of  Ireland,  and 
how  many  were  returned  under  the 
Census  of  1891. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  figures,  which 
are  very  numerous,  cannot  conveniently 
be  given  in  answer  to  an  oral  Question. 
In  anticipation  of  the  hon.  Member's 
approval,  I  have  sent  them  to  the 
Journal  Office  to  be  printed  with  the 
unstarred  Questions. 

Tenant  Purchaser,  Mr.  S.  Gillmor. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Irdand  whether 
his  attenti3n  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  petty  sessions  clerk  of  Droma- 
hair,county  Leitrim,Mr.  Stewart  Gillroor, 
on  the  24th  July,  1902,  swore  an  affidavit 
before  the  local  commissioner  for  taking 
oaths,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  tenant 
of  lands  in  Dromahair  known  aa  The 
Acres  since  1880  ;  that  at  the  Manor- 
hamilton  Quarter  Sessions  on  2nd  June 
inst.,  Mr.  Gillmor  admitted  having 
made  this  affidavit  with  the  object  of 
obtaining  from  the  Land  Commission  an 
advance  of  X480,  but  that  he  was  not 
the  tenant  then  or  previously;  and  that 
Judge  Waters  ruled  that  Mr.  Gillmor 
was  not  the  tenant,  and  gave  a  decree 
for  the  grazing  rent  to  another  man 
who  wafl  in  possession  of  The  Acres  after 
the  date  of  Mr.  Gillmor's  affidavit ;  and, 
if  80,  will  he  say  what  action  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  intend  to  take  in 


the  matter ;  and  whether  the  advance 
obtained  under  such  circumstances  will 
be  refunded. 

Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, the  facts  are  as  follows :  That  the 
vendor  of  The  Acres,  Mr.  Fox,  had  previous 
to  the  24th  July,  1902,  taken  in  grazing 
cattle,  and  put  them  on  this  field  and 
another  adjoining.  On  that  day  he  let 
the  field  to  Mr.  Gillmor  as  he  was  clearly 
entitled  to  do,  an  arrangement  having 
been  made  that  later  he  should  receive 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  gracing 
money.  The  inspector  of  the  Land 
Commission  was  fully  informed  of  the 
circumstances.  Mr.  Gillmor  was  then 
negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  The 
Acres,  together  with  that  of  two  other 
fields  formerly  in  his  possession.  He 
described  himself  in -an  affidavit  mad» 
after  the  letting,  as  tenant  of  The  Acres, 
which  in  fact  he  was.  The  Countv 
Court  Judge  did  not  decide  that  Gill- 
mor was  not  tenant  or  that  he  had 
sworn  falsely,  but  merely  that  the- 
gracing  contract  had  been  made  with 
Mr.  Fox,  and  the  amount  due  for  the 
grazing  could  only  be  received  by  him. 
Nothing  has  occurred,  therefore,  calling 
for  the  intervention  of  the  Crown,  nor 
should  the  advance  be  refunded. 

County  Down  Orown  Solicitor. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg^ 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  who  has  been  or  is. 
about  to  be  appointed  to  the  post  of 
Crown  Solicitor  for  County  Down,  what 
local  knowledge  he  possesses,  and  what 
experience  he  has  had  in  criminal  law. 

The  following  Question  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  if  the  secretary  of  the  Belfast 
Unionist  Registration  Society  has  been 
recommended  for  the  appointment  of 
Crown  SoKcitor  for  County  Down  j  and 
whether  he  can  state  if  it  is  intended  to- 
give  effect  to  this  recommendation. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  will  at  the  same 
time    reply    to    the    Question    on    the- 
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:6ame  subject  addressed  to  my  right  hon. 
friend.  No  appointment  has  yet  been 
made,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  pre- 
-cedent  to  announce  who  the  candidates 
xn,  or  who  it  is  proposed  to  appoint. 

Mr.  MACVEA6H:  When  is  the 
Appointment  likely  to  be  made ) 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  cannot  say. 

Wexford  Train  Service. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  persons 
travelling  from  Wexford  desirous  of 
arriving  in  London  on  Monday  must 
leave  Wexford  on  Saturday;  and  will 
he  make  inquiries  regarding  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and 
Wexford  Railway  Company,  with  a  view 
to  provide  a  Sunday  evening  train 
leaving  Wexford  in  time  to  catch  the 
Kingstown  or  North  Wall  steamboat. 

Thb  parliamentary  SECPvE- 
TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  TRADE  (Mr. 
BONAK  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackf riars) :  I  do 
not  think  that  this  is  a  case  where  the 
Board  of  Trade  could  usefully  interfere 
with  the  discretion  of  the  railway  com- 
pany concerned. 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  brand  (Cambridgeshire,  Wis- 
bech) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  in  the  inquiry 
which  the  Government  propose  to  con- 
.duct  into  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  this 
country,  the  Prime  Ministers  of  the 
various  colonies  will  be  asked  to  submit 
in  detail  their  views  in  regard  to  each  of 
the  colonies  they  represent ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Government  will  com- 
municate the  replies  so  received  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
Question,  which  I  need  only  do  by 
referring  to  an  answer  which  I  gave  to 
a  Question  couched  in  practically 
identical  terms  on  the  23rd  inst.t  I 
then  pointed  out  that  the  Question, 
though  no  doubt  an  important  one,  was 
premature,   and    that    as    regards   the 

t  See  page  268. 


second  branch  of  it  it  dealt  with  a  hypo- 
thetical matter. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  inquiry  into  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Empire  has  yet 
reached  the  stage  of  inquiry  into  the 
changes  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state 
precisely  what  those  changes  are. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  the  inquiry  to  be  instituted 
into  our  present  fiscal  arrangements, 
representatives  of  the  classes  who  live 
on  fixed  incomes  will  be  heard,  in  view 
of  theeflfecton  their  interests  of  increases 
in  the  price  of  food,  or  of  articles  which 
they  have  been  able  to  purchase  hereto- 
fore in  the  cheapest  markets. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  only 
repeat  what  I  have  said  before.  I  have 
no  information  to  give  the  House  on 
these  subjects,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
are  proper  subjects  for  cross-examination 
across  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Bmssels  Sugar  ConTention. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  he 
aware  that  the  Permanent  Sugar  Com- 
mission has  decided  that  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Contingent  Law  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  Sugar  Convention, 
and  that  a  scale  of  countervailing  duties 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Signatory  Powers 
to  sugar  from  the  United  States,  and 
that  this  decision  has  been  published  in 
a  semi-official  newspaper  in  Brussels,  as 
well  as  in  the  European  Press  generally  ; 
can  he  state  what  are  the  countervailing 
duties  against  sugars  from  the  United 
States  which,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
powers  under  Article  VII.,  the  Per- 
manent Commission  has  required  Great 
Britain  to  impose ;  and  do  His  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  impose  these 
countervailing  duties  on  sugars  from  the 
United  States,  or  to  prohibit  altogethw 
the  importation  of  such  sugars. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  time  Las 
arrived  when  the  findings  of  the  Com- 
mission should  be  communicated  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  fully,  and  they 
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will  be  received  shortly.  The  Report  is 
.-accurate  8o  far  as  the  Austro-Hungarian 

Contingent  Law  is  concerned.  The  re- 
anainder  of   the  Keport  appears  to  be 

unfounded. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  That  is  in 
-regard  to  the  United  States t 

Mr  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  Is  there 
^ny  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Bill 
before  the  information  is  circulated  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not  at 
.all  convinced  that  the  information 
-desired  is  relevant  to  the  Second  Read- 
ing or  the  discussion.  That  we  shall  be 
anxious  to  give  all  the  information  we 
-can  to  the  House  I  need  not  say. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  he 
■aware  that  Article  YIL  of  the  Brussels 
Sugar  Convention  imposes  on  the 
Permanent  Commission  the  duty  of 
publishing  information  of  all  kinds 
respecting  legislation  on  and  Btatistics  of 
^u^r,  as  well  in  the  contracting  States 
-as  in  other  States ;  has  this  Commission, 
nevertheless,  decided  to  keep  its  own 
proceedings  and  findings  secret ;  if  jjo, 
will  they  remain  permanently  secret ; 
and,  if  not,  when  will  these  proceedings 
4ind  findings,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
British  and  colonial  sugars,  or  require 
British  action  with  reference  to  foreign 
:8agar8,  be  communicated  to  Parliament ; 
.and  do  His  Majesty's  Government  pro- 
pose only  to  communicate  them  so  far 
-as  in  each  case  the  Commission  may 
permit ;  is  he  aware  that  the  findings 
■of  the  Commission  with  regard  to  the 
Austro-Hungarian  contingent  system 
'have  been  generally  published  in  the 
European  Press,  with  the  votes  thereon 
•of  each  delegate  to  the  Commission; 
and  will  His  Majesty's  Government 
■consider  the  expediency  of  exercising 
through  their  delegate  their  influence 
with  the  Commission  to  induce  it  to 
publish  its  proceedings  and  findings  in 
authoritative  form. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer 
<to  the  first  Question  from  my  hon.  friend 
as  in  the  afiSrmative.    I  can  best  answer 


Questions  two,  three,  four,  and  five  by 
informing  him  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Commission  to  draw  up  a  Report  upon 
all  the  questions  submitted  to  it,  and  to 
forward  that  Report  to  the  Belgian 
Government  for  communication  to  the 
States  interested.  As  to  the  sixth  Ques- 
tion, I  am  aware  that  many  unauthor- 
ised statements  have  been  made  in  the 
Press  as  to  the  findings  of  the  Com- 
mission j  as  to  the  seventh  Question,  I 
have  to  say  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mission will  be  furnished  in  due  course 
in  an  authoritative  form. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  When  will 
the  findings  of  the  Commission  be 
communicated  to  Parliament  so  far  as 
they  affect  British  and  colonial  sugars, 
or  have  reference  to  British  action  in 
relation  to  foreign  sugar) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  my  hon. 
friend  will  see,  it  is  impossible  to  give 
the  findings  of  the  Commission  until  we 
receive  official  information  of  their 
character,  wKich  will  be  when  the 
Belgian  Government  communicate  them 
to  us.  When  they  communicate  the 
findings  to  us  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  as  soon  as  possible  be  laid 
before  the  House  and  the  country. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill- 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  when  he  proposes  to  take  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  Report  stage 
of  the  Employment  of  Children  Bill ;  and 
whether  any  notice  will  be  given. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR: 
date  at  present. 


I  cannot  fix  a 


Private  Members  Bills. 

Mk.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
£.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  will  grant  facilities 
for  the  remaining  stages  of  the  Marriage 
with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill  and 
the  Church  Discipline  Bill ;  and  whether 
he  is  now  prepared  to  state  what  steps, 
if  any,  he  will  take  to  enable  private 
Members,  who  have  obtained  Second 
Reading  for  Bills  by  decisive  majorities 
of  the  House,  to  carry  such  Bills  through 
their  subsequent  stages. 
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Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUK:  The  hon. 
Member  asks  me  two  Questions,  and  as 
to  the  first  I  can  only  repeat  what  I 
have  often  had  to  say  before,  and  1 
believe  have  always  said  it  with  the 
general  approval  of  both  sides  of  the 
House,  that  it  is  quite  impossible,  and 
would  bring  Parliamentary  business  into 
hopeless  confusion,  to  attempt  to  give 
special  facilities  to  Bills  of  a  highly  con- 
troversial character  promoted  by  private 
Members.  That  has  hardly  ever  been 
done,  and  the  only  case  I  can  remember 
did  not  conduce  to  legislation  or  the 
general  interest  of  House  of  Commons 
business.  The  second  Question  is 
whether  the  Government  contemplate 
any  fundamental  alteration  in  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  give  facilities  for  the 
later  stages  of  private  Members'  Bills ; 
and  to  that  I  can  only  say  that  in  my 
judgment  the  consideration  of  that 
question  cannot  begin  until  such  Bills 
are  on  the  same  footing  with  Govern- 
ment Bills. 

Mr.  CHANNENG  :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  majority  have  no  remedy 
against  the  organised  obstruction  of  a 
small  group  of  Members  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  to  understand  that. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  Wai  no  remedy  be 
given  to  the  majority  of  the  House 
against  the  organised  obstruction  of  a 
small  group  of  Members  t 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

SIR  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stiriing  Burghs) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  state  the  business  for  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  pro- 
posed to  take  Vote  8  of  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates on  Thursday,  following  which 
other  Naval  Votes  will  be  set  down  in 
their  order.  It  will  not  be  desirable  to 
take  the  Irish  Land  Bill  on  Friday  ; 
some  smaller  measure  will  be  put  down 
as  first  order,  as  to  which^I  will  give  an 
answer  to-morrow. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  May  I  ask 
when  the  Second  Readings  of  the  South 
African  Loan  Bill  and  the  Sugar  Conven- 
tion will  be  taken,  and  whether  the 
House  will  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  agreements  with  th& 
Moi^an  Combination  and  the  Cunord 
Shipping  Company. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  impossible 
to  make  a  correct  calendar  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  I  am  unwilling  to  mak» 
any  statement,  as  to  business  next  week,, 
at  this  moment. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHBR  (Cumberiand.. 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  4 — 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  moved  to 
insert  after  "  purchase  "  the  words  "  by 
any  County  or  District  Council  or."^ 
This  clause,  ^he  said,  raised  very  im- 
portant questions — viz.,  turbary,  pas- 
turage, afforestry,  and  allotments,  and 
the  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
introduce  some  element  of  popular 
control  into  the  dealing  of  the  Land 
Commission  with  these  subjecta  It  wa» 
of  supreme  importance  that  something: 
should  be  done  in  an  organised  way  to 
provide  for  tree  planting.  He  had 
known  cases  in  which  landlords,  before 
selling  their  estates  to  the  tenants,  had 
cut  down  all  the  timber  in  order  to  get 
ready  cash,  and  in  other  cases  tenants, 
immediately  on  buying  their  holdings, 
had  cut  down  all  the  ornamental  trees. 
The  question  of  tree  planting  was  of 
vital  importance,  especially  on  the 
western  sea-board.  In  1885  a  very  im- 
portant Committee  of  that  House  in- 
quired into  the  subject  of  the  denuda- 
tion of  Irish  forests  and  plantations, 
and  the  failure  to  take  any  steps  to 
replace  the  trees  that  were  cut  down. 
Very  important  evidence  was  given  as 
to  the  e£fect  produced  by  trees  on 
climatic  conditions,  and  the  cases  of 
other  countries  were  cited  to  show  that 
afiTorestry  prevented  the  wasting  ot 
fertile  soil.     It   was   pointed  out  how. 
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ill  the  Basque  provinces  of  France,  large 
and  absolutely  valueless  tracts  of  country 
had,  thanks  to  tree- planting  inspired  by 
the   first   Napoleon,    been    made    most 
prosperous;  climatic  conditions  had  been 
altered,  and  new  industries  introduced. 
Why  could  not  Ireland  profit  by  that 
example  1    His  suggestion  was  that  the 
County  or  District  Councils  should  take 
this   matter  in   hand.    The  right  hon. 
(}entleman    might    suggest   that  those 
bodies  already  had  quite  enough  work 
on    their    hands.    If    so,    there    were 
plenty  of   other  means   by  which   the 
work  could  be  undertaken.    Their  ex- 
perience was  that  when  oflScials  were 
appointed  by  Dublin  Castle,  their  sole 
object  was  to  draw  their  salaries,  and  they 
feared  that  if  the  Land  Commission  were 
appointed  the  trustees  they  would  not 
do    the     work    efficiently.     Hence    the 
desire    to   j<ecure    the   appointment  of 
someone  in  whom  the  public  had  con- 
fidence.   With  regard  to  the  question  of 
turbary,  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
there  were  large  quantities  of  peat  in  Ire 
land  which  were  practically  valueless  be- 
cause they  were  not  scientifically  worked. 
There  should  be  some  means  of  eliciting 
the  views  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
dealing  with  the  large  blocks   of  peat 
bogs  which,  under  the  operation  of  this 
Act,  were  bound  to  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  Land  Commission.    The  trustees 
would  probably  be  discarded   receivers 
who    hung  on  in   the  landed  interest. 
With  regard  to  the  pastures  it  must  bo 
remembered  that  many  of  the  pastur- 
age farms  were  an  economic  necessity ; 
some  even  if  cut  up  would  not  be  suitable 
for  tillage  purposes,  especially  those  on 
limestone  soils,  and  if  these  pasturage 
farms  were  cut  up  into  small  holdings 
the  small  farmers  would  have  nowhere 
to  send  their  young  stock.    He  suggested  I 
that  those  pasturage  farms  which  were 
not  suitable  for  tillage  should  be  held  by 
the  farmers  of  the  district  on  the  co- 
operative principle,  each  farmer  having  a 
share  of  the  land  equal  to  the  number 
of  cows  he  possessed.    If  that  were  done 
the  objections  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  opposite  would  be  got  over. 
This  clause  also  gave  power  to  trustees 
to  acquire  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Labourers  Acts.  He  would  give  that  power 
to  the  County  or  the  District  Councils. 
They  should  have  a  right  to  go  into  the 
VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


public  market  and  purchase  land  to  be 
devoted  to  that  purpose.     He  begged  to 


move. 


Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
asked  on  a  point  of  order  that  only 
a  certain  portion  of  the  words  should  be 
put ;  80  much  of  the  words  as  "or  any 
county "  because  the  other  words  did 
not  appear  to  be  put  in  the  proper  place. 

♦The  chairman  said  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  move,  to  strike  out 
"  District  Councils." 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  that  would  not  suit 
his  purpose  because  he  believed  in  these 
powers  being  given  to  the  District 
Councils. 

♦The  chairman  said  hestill  thought 
the  proper  course  for  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  County  was  to  move  to 
strike  out  those  words  if  he  thought 
they  ought  not  to  come  in  there,  and 
move  to  insert  them  at  a  later  stage. 
He  was  bound  to  put  the  Amendment 
as  moved 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  pur- 
chase,' to  insert  the  words '  by  any  County  or 
District  Council,  or.'"— {Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 
said  he  was  far  from  saying  that  the 
suggestions  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
not  worthy  of  consideration.  His  answer 
was  that  tiiey  had  been  fully  considered, 
and  after  full  consideration  it  was  felt 
that,  owing  to  the  financial  difficulty 
intervening,  the  Government  could  not 
bring  District  Councils  into  this  Bill. 
The  very  fact  that  one  hon.  Member 
desired  to'  amend  the  Amendment 
showed  how  hard  it  would  be  to  engraft 
on  to  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  a  new 
departure  in  local  government  for 
Ireland.  This  clause  dedt  with  Mvances 
to  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  parcels 
of  land.  If  those  advances  were  to  be 
made  to  County  Coimcils  and  District 
Councils  then,  of  course,  in  another  part 
of  the  Bill  a  clause  would  have  to 
be     inserted     giving      these      public 

2E  ■         >  J 
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bodies  power  to  borrow.  " Trustees" 
would  be  sufficient  for  many  of  the 
objects  the  hon.  Gentleinan  had  put 
before  the  Committee  as  laudable,  and 
trustees  coming  forward  would  naturally 
be  persons  who  had  the  confidence  of 
the  district  as  being  proper  persons  to 
deal  with  this  matter.  One  hundred 
tenants  might  elect  to  be  represented 
by  six  or  seven  men,  and,  in  that 
case,  the  financial  difficulty  would  not 
arise.  Those  six  or  seven  men  might 
or  might  not  be  members  of  the  District 
Council  but  if  the  District  Council  was 
put  in  by  name  the  financial  difficulty 
would  arise. 


Mr.    CLANCY   said   that   under  the 
circumstances  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had   made  up  his   mind  on   this 
subject  it  would  only  be  a  waste  of  time 
to   move  his  Amendment,  or  the  con- 
sequential Amendments  on  the  Amend- 
ment   At  the  same  time  he  might  say 
he  was  not  impressed  very  much  by  the  j 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech.    He  did  i 
not   see  where   the  financial  difficulty  ' 
arose.      At  present   the   Rural  District  i 
Councils  administered  the  Labourers  Acts 
and  the  Amendment,  so  far  as  that  point  j 
was  concerned,  had  only  the  effect  of  I 
giving  them  power  to  purchase  land  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Labourers  Acts.  Now, 
instead  of  the  Rural  District  Councils, 
who    had     the   administration    of    the 
Labourers  Acts,  getting  property  for  the 
purpose  of  housing  labourers,  somebody 
«lse  who  did  not  represent  them  at  all 
would  acquire  it  and  thus  they  would 
have    two     bodies    administering    the 
same   Acts.     He    did    not  understand 
how  that  was  to  be  worked  out.    All 
that  it  was  desired  to  do  by  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  give  these  Rural  District 
Councils  power  to  buy  land  with  the  aid 
of  public  money.    He  urged  on  the  Chief 
Secretary  the  desirability  of  considering 
this  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  sug- 
gested that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  "trustees"  to  include  any  local 
authority  this  difficulty  would  begotover. 
He  pointed  out  that  this  was  also  a 
clause  for  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of 
land  for  the  planting  of  crees.  Who  was 
to    plant  them,    and    where   was    the 


money  to  come  from )  There  was 
no  advance,  to  be  made  for  that 
purpose  but  only  to  buy  the  land  to  plant 
the  trees  on.  If  the  trustees  did  not 
plant  the  trees  would  it  not  be  sufficient 
answer  for  them  to  say  they  had  no 
money,  and  there  was  no  fund  from  which 
they  could  obtain  money  with  which  to 
plant  trees.  And  if  there  was  to  be  tree 
planting,  they  must  contemplate  the  time 
when  there  would  be  tree  cutting,  and  the 
question  was  a  serious  one.  The  clause, 
though  it  mentioned  the  planting  of  trees, 
was  really  a  nullity.  Who  was  to  have  a 
property  in  the  trees  when  planted  ?  It 
must  be  in  the  gentleman  who  had  the 
advance  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the 
land.  He  suggested  the  insertion,  after 
"  Land  Commission,"  of  the  words  "  in- 
cluding any  local  authority."  The  clause 
would  not  then  shut  out  any  local 
authority. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  representative 
of  the  local  authority  on  any   board  of 

trustees. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  that.  No  sensible 
body  would  neglect  public  opinion  in 
such  a  matter.  It  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide against  every  point  that  might  arise 
in  the  administration  of  an  Act  of  the 
nature  and  size  of  the  measure  under  dis- 
cussion. The  objection  to  inserting  the 
Amendment  was  that  it  would  mean  that 
these  local  bodies  were  to  be  lent  money 
by  the  State  and  to  repay  it  by  rate. 
The  Government  were  not  prepared  to 
entertain  such  a  proposal.  It  was  no 
doubt  a  suggestion  for  which  a  great  deal 
might  be  said,  but  it  would  lead  to  larger 
questions.  He  believed  the  preservation 
of  trees  could  be  effected  without  any  of 
the  difficulties  suggested  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  lor  North  Louth.  The 
trustees  would  be  persons  holding  the 
confidence  of  the  district,  and  they  could 
get  the  money  to  plant  the  trees  by 
entering  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  On  that  basis,  if  money 
was  forthcoming  from  private  sources,  the 
County  Council  might  find  it  within  its 
power  to  supplement  the  fund.  If  not,  let 
therebeanAmendmentoftheLocalGrovern- 
ment  Act  later  on,  giving  wider  latitude 
in  the  matter  of  the  objects  for  which 


JIfr.  Wyndham. 
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money  could  be  spent ;  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  enter  upon  £o  large  a  new 
province  at  the  present  st  ge  of  the  Bill 
under  discussion. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,  S.)  sug- 
gested that,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  stated  that  money  for  the 
planting  of  trees  might  be  advanced  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  words 
"  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  "  should 
be  inserted. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  the  new  De- 

fartment  would  be  a  Department  of  the 
rish  Government,  and  they  would  work 
in  harmony  in  the  endeavour  to  effect 
desirable  objects,  including  the  planting 
of  trees,  turbary,  and  so  forth.  All  this 
clause  did  was  to  enable  the  land  on 
which  the  trees  might  be  planted  to  be 
acquired  by  au  advance  under  the  Act 
in  the  name  of  trustees.  That  gave 
a  platform  from  which  to  commence 
operations. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  pointed 
out  that  the  words  of  the  Amendment 
practically  embraced  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  as  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  insertion  of  the 
words  would  not  fetter  the  discretion  of 
the  Commission. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  trustees  being 
the  District  or  County  Council. 

Mr.  CLANCY  asked  whether  one 
body  of  trustees  for  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
or  for  each  county,  was  contemplated. 

Mr.  AVYNDHAM:  Oh,  no! J  You 
might  have  a  body  of  trustees  for  one 
bunch  of  trees. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.)  said  that  powers  somewhat 
cognate  to  those  here  involved  were 
carried  out  in  England  by  public  bodies. 
What  had  moved  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  probably  the  abuse  of  turbary 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the 
disappearance  of  forests  to  the  prejudice, 
not  of  individuals,  but  of  the  public  at 
large.  >  It  seemed  to  him  that  these  were 
quasi  public  duties,  which  might  properly 
be  discharged    by  public  officials.    He 


presumed  that  the  trustees  were  not  to 
be  paid ;  that  being  so,  surely  the  most 
effective  people  for  the  duty  were  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district. 

Mr.  TULLY  pointed  out  that,  inas- 
much as  the  District  Councils  had  power 
to  spend  money  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Labourers  Act,  and  the  County  Council 
were  able  to  spend  money  on  re-afforesta- 
tion, the  objections  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary on  thoee  points  fell  to  the  ground. 
He  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
make  a  graceful  concession  in  this 
matter. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford.  W.)  said  the 
Amendment  he  desired  to  move  raised 
the  whole  question  of  the  necessity  of 
the  provision  of  labourers'  allotments  in 
Ireland.  As  far  back  as  1884  a  Resolu- 
tion, contending  that  facilities  for  secur- 
ing allotments  similar  to  those  existing 
in  England  should  obtain  in  Ireland, 
was  supported  by  representatives  of  all 
parties  and  unanimously  carried.  Noth- 
ing had  been  d^ne  to  give  effect  to  that 
Resolution.  As  to  the  present  Bill,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Second  Reading,  leading  members  of  the 
Liberal  Party  had  declared  it  would  be 
unwise  to  pass  the  measure  without 
some  effort  being  made  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  labouring  classes  in  this 
respect  The  question  was  a  large  one, 
of  which  the  Amendment,  inasmuch  as 
it  dealt  only  with  untenanted  land, 
touchedbut  the  fringe.  In  many  districts, 
if  the  demand  for  allotments  was  to  be 
fairly  met,  provision  would  have  to  be 
made  for  dealing  with  tenanted  land  also. 
In  England  the  LocalGovernment  Actof 
1894  gave  parish  councils  power  to  pro- 
vide allotments  up  to  four  acres,  and  the 
reason  the  power  had  not  been  largely 
availed  of  was  that  in  England  there  were 
many  other  industries  besides  agriculture. 
In  Ireland,  where  the  only  industry 
was  agriculture,  and,  practically,  all  the 
young  men  were  trained  in  that  industry 
only,  no  facilities  existed  for  allotments 
except  under  the  Labourers  Acts.  The 
provisions  of  those  Acts  as  regarded  the 
labourers  in  villages  and  towns  had  not 
been  largely  availed  of,  and  the  reason 
2  E  2 
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for  this  was  the  form  of  procedure  which 
had  to  be  adopted,  which  was  very  costly, 
tedious  and  wearisonie.    In    connection 
with    this    provision     for      allotments 
at   the  same    time    as  the  house  was 
provided,  up  to      the      present     only 
15,000    houses       had      been     erected 
under     the      Labourers      Acts.      The 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  Labourers 
Acts  meant  a  charge  on  the  local  rate- 
In  every  case  of  a  house  and  an  allot- 
ment  provided  there   was  a  charge  of 
about  £5  upon  the    ratepayers  of    t  e 
district,  and  although  they  could  point 
with  pride  to  the  fact  that  throughout 
Leinster  and  Munster  the  ratepayers  had 
generously  and  liberally  taxed  themselves 
to  provide  houses  and  allotments  for  the 
labourers,  still  their  powers  were  neces- 
sarily restricted  by  the  fact  that  each 
additional  cottage   meant  a  taxation  of 
the  ratepayers  of  their  district  to  the 
extent  of  £5  per  house.    It  was  unreason- 
able to  hope  that  the  Labourers  Acts 
would  enable  the  labourers  of  Ireland 
generally,  who   desired   allotments  and 
who  might  have  fairly  decent  and  com- 
fortable houses,  to  obtoin  them  in  view 
of  the  costly  method  of  procedure  that 
had    to  be   followed,    and    the    heavy 
charge  on    the  local    rates  which    the 
operation  of  these  Acts  entailed.    Under 
these     circumstances    they    could    not 
expect  that    many     District    Councils 
would  go  much  further  than    they  had 
done  in  the  direction  of  providing  allot- 
ments.    He  had  gone  through  the  census 
returns   for   1901,   which  divided  those 
engaged  in  agriculture  into  three  heads — 
viz.,  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers, 
indoor    farm     servants,     and    general 
labourers,  the   majority   of    the    latter 
being  assumed  to  be  agricultural  labourers 
although  not  returned  as  such.    Taking 
these    three   classes  together  the    tot^ 
number  of  males  engaged  in  agriculture 
in    Munster  was  87,375.    To  show  the 
importance  of  the  problem  he  would  com- 
pare the  numbers  of  this  class  with  the 
number  of  farmers  engaged  in  agricultural 
work.     The  number  of  farmers  and  their 
sons  and  relatives  in  Munster  numbered 
1 27,000.    Therefore  the  proportion  was 
about  three  farmers  to  two  agricultural 
labourers.    The  clause  under  discussion 
did  not  propose  in  any  way  to  deal  with 
the  demand  of  this  vast  body  of  persons 
engaged  in  agricultural  work,  or  provide 
Mr.  O'ShM. 


them  with  any  means  of  getting  a  portion 
of  the  land. 


Mk.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  discuss  the 
whole  of  the  Labourers  Acts  upon  thia 
clause. 


Mr.  O'SHEE  said  if  this  demand  could 
be  met  under  the  Labourers  Acts  he  would 
not,  of  course,  be  justified  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  Amendment.   His  argument  was 
that  this  demand  could  not  be  met  under 
the  Labourers   Acts,  and  he  desired    to 
insert    a  new  provision    extending  the 
same  facilities  as  now  existed  in  England 
to  Ireland.    Without  such  a  provision 
they  could  not  hope  for  any  great  ex- 
tension of  the  operations  of  these  Acts  in 
Ireland,    because    the    ratepayers    had 
already  taxed   themselves  very  heavfly 
indeed  for  the  benefit  of  the  labourers. 
In  order  to  justify  his  claim  that  further 
allotments  should  be  provided  he  had  to 
show  that  under  the  Labourers  Acts  they 
could   not  at   present  provide  sufficient 
allotments.     In  Munster   the    labourers 
were  eagerly  looking  forward  to  getting 
their  share    of    the    untenanted    lands. 
The  figures  he  had  quoted  showed  the 
impossibility  of  hoping  that  at  any  time 
the  District  Councils  would  be  able  to- 
provide    for    all     those  persons     under 
the    Labourers    Acts    because    the   cost 
would    be     so    enormous     that     local 
taxation  could  not  possibly  bear  it.     He 
did  not  suggest  that  in  providing  these 
allotments  any  charge  was  to  be  made  on 
the  locality,  because  m  England  the  policy 
had  been  to  get  from  the  tenant  such  an 
amount  of  rent  as  would  repay  to  the 
parochial  authorities  the  entire  cost,  and 
if  these   untenanted  lands  were  to  be 
vested  in  trustees  to  provide  allotments  for 
the  labourers,  there  was  no  reason  what- 
ever why  the  labourers  should  not  pay  a 
rent  sufficient  to  recompense  the  trustees- 
for  the  capital  cost.     The  figures  he  would 
quote  were  very  remarkable.     He  had 
taken  out  the  figures  for  five  counties — viz.,. 
Londonderry,  Antrim,  Monaghan,  Cavan 
and  Down.    In  Londonderry  the  labourers 
numbered     9,427      and     the     farmers 
16,064.    In  Antrim  the  labourers  totalled 
14,000  as  against  20,000;  in  Monaghan 
there  were  4,400  bbourers  and   16,000 
farmers ;   and,   taking  the  five  counties 
together,  the  labourers  totaUed  60,901 
and  the  farmers  94,000.    In  five  cotmtiea. 
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in  Leinater  persons  of  the  labouring 
classes  numbered  37,742,  while  persons 
of  the  farmine  classes  were  47,823. 
Speaking  generaUy,  the  Beturns  indicated 
that  persons  of  the  labouring  classes  were 
as  two  against  three  of  the  farming 
classes.  In  Ulster  the  proportion  was 
about  55  per  cent.  The  figures  showed 
that  the  question  of  allotments  was  a  large 
one,  which,  if  it  was  to  be  met,  womd 
require  extensive  provisions  which  would 
operate  widely.  He  did  not  mean  to 
suggest  that  all  the  persons  included  in 
these  numbers  would  require  an  allotment 
of  land,  but  assuming  that  one  out  of  four 
demanded  an  allotment  the  question 
would  be  a  very  large  one.  In  this 
matter  Irish  public  opinion  was  un- 
animous. The  experience  of  England, 
■with  reference  to  the  allotments  system, 
was  one  to  which  they  could  point  as 
justifying  the  contention  that  the  giving 
of  an  allotment  of  land  to  a  labourer 
always  meant  increased  comfort  to  him. 
It  meant  an  incentive  to  thrift  which  he 
otherwise  had  not.  There  were  several 
reasons  why,  at  the  present  time,  it  was  ' 
desirable  that  the  demand  of  the  labourers  I 
of  Ireland  for  allotments  should  be  satis- 
fied. They  had  looked  forward  anxiously  I 
to  this  Bill  which  was  to  settle  the  farmers  I 
of  Ireland  as  owners  of  the  land  they  | 
occupied.  They  had  also  looked  forward  i 
to  it  as  a  means  of  obtaining  for  them-  ] 
selves  some  aid  in  seasons  when  they  l 
could  not  obtain  work  and  were  unable  ' 
to  earn  wages.  In  the  County  of  Cork 
the  figures  were  very  remarkable.  The 
number  of  persons  in  the  labouring 
classes  was  31,000,  and  in  the  farming 
classes  38,000.  In  Waterford  the  figures 
were  even  more  remarkable.  There  the 
number  in  the  labouring  classes  was 
7,437,  and  in  the  farming  classes  7,443. 
In  Wexford  the  numbers  were,  labouring 
classes  11,700,  and  farming  classes  12,700. 
In  the  County  of  Waterford  the  persons 
included  in  the  labouring  classes  engaged 
in  agriculture  under  thirty  years  of  age 
were  according,  to  the  last  census  returns, 
3,500  out  of  a  total  of  7,743.  Unless  some 
adequate  provision  was  made  whereby 
they  might  be  retained  in  the  country  a 
great  majority  of  those  3,500  would  have 
to  go  and  seek  a  livelihood  in  America  or 
elsewhere.  The  diminution  in  the  area 
of  cultivated  land  in  Ireland  during  the 
last  ten  years  was  close  upon  200,000 
acres,  and  while  the  process  of  diminution 


had  been  going  on  the  population  of 
Ireland  had  been  dwindling  year  by  year. 
During  the  same  ten  years  400,000 
persons,  in  round  numbers,  had  left 
Ireland  and  gone  to  other  countries  to 
seek  a  means  of  subsistence. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and 
asked  whether  these  figures  were  relevant 
to  the  Amendment. 

*The  chairman  said  they  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  great  deal  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Amendment,  which  was 
limited  in  character.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  think  that  he  could  build 
some  elaborate  superstructure  upon  these 
figures  which  would  be  relevant.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  might  com- 
press into  a  short  space  that  part  which 
was  really  relevant  to  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  said  he  would  endeavour 
to  comply  with  that  ruling.  He  did  not 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Great  Yarmouth  had  given  that  amount 
of  attention  to  the  problem  of  the 
labourer  which  it  deserved.  He  con- 
tended that  the  emigration  from  Ireland 
during  the  past  ten  years  was  largely  due 
to  the  diminution  in  the  area  of  tilled 
land.  Another  justification  for  the 
Amendment  was  that  farmers  throughout 
the  country  complained  in  many  places 
that  they  could  not  got  labourers  at  the 
time  when  they  were  wanted,  and  that 
those  labourers  who  were  in  the  country 
were  not  so  well  skilled  in  agriculture  aa 
they  used  to  be.  The  strong  and  vigor- 
ous labourers  went  away  in  the  stream  of 
emigration,  and  those  who  remained  in 
the  country  were  to  a  large  extent  men 
suffering  from  some  physical  or  mental 
aiBiction.  The  demand  now  put  forward 
was  accepted  by  the  Convention  held  in 
Ireland.  The  assumption  of  this  Bill 
was  that  the  landlords  were  to  give  the 
untenanted  lands  to  somebody.  The 
landlords,  therefore,  had  no  concern  in 
preventing  the  labourers  of  Ireland  from 
getting  those  untenanted  lands.  This 
was  a  vital  question  for  the  labourers 
of  Ireland.  When  an  Irish  labourer 
who  had  a  patch  of  land  went  to 
another  country  to  work,  he  returned 
with  the  earnings  he  had  been 
able  to  accumulate,  but  when  a  young 
labourer  who  had  no  land  went  away 
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he  never  came  back.  It  was  only 
reasonable  that  they  should  have 
regard  for  the  interests  of  the  young 
man,  who  under  present  conditions  had 
no  tie  that  bound  him  to  the  land  of 
his  birth  and  who  went  away  never  to 
return. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to 
intert  tne  words, '  for  the  parpose  of  providing 
allotmeDtaof  land  for  labourers  as  deBned  by  the 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  as 
amended  by  this  Act,  or.'"— {Mr.  ffShee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY-GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  the  Amendment  was 
really  altogether  outside  the  question. 
There  were  certain  powers  in  the  Bill 
regarding  the  acquisition  of  land  for 
labourers'  allotments.  The  hon. 
Member  wished,  as  he  understood,  to 
empower  trustees  to  buy  land  for  the 

f>rovi8ion  of  allotments  which  would  be 
arger  and  of  a  different  kind.  There 
was,  however,  no  statute  in  existence  at 
present  which  enabled  local  authorities 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind ;  and  if  the 
Amendment  were  passed  and  the  Bill 
retained  its  present  form  the  provision 
of  the  hon.  Member  would  remain 
perfectly  inoperative. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  said  that  when  they 
were  discussing  Clause  2  the  Chief 
Secretary  referred  him  to  Clause  4. 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  had 
not  indicated  that  Clause  4  was  the 
proper  place  for  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion of  labourers'  allotments.  In  a  Bill 
of  eighty-five  clauses  dealing  with  Irish 
land  almost  any  question  could  be  raised 
in  this  way  without  being  out  of  order. 
Inspeaking  the  other  day  and  referring  to 
Clause  4,  he  had  not  intended  to  indicate 
that  this  was  the  proper  or  possible  place 
to  amend  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Labourers  Acts. 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Glare. 
£.)  said  he  supposed  that  they  were  to 
take  it  from  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
when  they  came  to  Part  4  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  O'Shee. 


which  dealt  specifically  with  the 
labourers,  the  question  raised  by  his 
hon.  friend  of  extending  the  power 
of  the  local  authorities  to  give  in 
certain  cases  more  than  one  acre  to 
labourers  could  be  discussed.  He  had  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy  with  what  had 
been  said  by  his  hon.  friend,  because  he 
believed  that  the  provisions  for  giving 
allotments  to  labourers  were  altogether 
inadequate,  and  he  should  like  to  see  the 
subject  dealt  with  in  this  Bill  or  in  an 
early  ^L 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
give  a  pledge  on  that  point.  When 
the  labourers'  portion  of  the  Bill  was 
reached,  it  would  not  be  possible  if  this 
was  to  be  a  Land  Bill  to  go  in  great 
extent  and  detail  into  the  Labourers  Acts. 
They  might  by  so  doing  miss  the 
substance  of  the  Land  Bill.  It  was  a 
matter  for  consideration  whether,  when 
they  reached  the  labourers'  portions  of 
the  Bill,  it  would  be  worth  while  to  go 
on  with  them,  if  hon.  Members  deemed 
them  inadequate,  and  if  hon.  Members 
thought  that  it  would  prejudice  the 
proper  consideration  of  so  imp<»tant  a 
question.  He  had  only  put  this  matter 
into  the  Bill  in  order  to  help  the  situa- 
ton  of  the  labourers  in  Ireland  until 
the  Government  could  deal  more  fully 
with  them  at  another  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
was  to  understand  that  if  there  ahould 
not  be  an  opportunity  during  the  pMonf 
of  the  Bill  to  deal  adequately  with  the 
labourers  question,  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  would  undertake  to  deal  with 
it  soon  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that,  of  course, 
he  could  not  undertake  to  carry  another 
Irish  Bill  this  session  ;  but  he  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  the  Bill  was  passed 
substantially  as  it  stood  now,  the  ques- 
tion of  dealing  with  the  labourers  would 
arise,  and  would  be  a  pressing  question. 
If  he  were  Chief  Secretary  he  would  try 
to  deal  with  it  soon.  What  he  had  tried 
to  do  in  this  Bill  was  to  ease  the  situation 
when  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
untenanted  land  available  which  could 
be  dealt  with. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
guarantee  that  he  would  be  Chief 
Secretary  next  year,  or  that  the  same 
quantity  of  land  would  be  available  next 
year,  and  that  the  labourers  would  not 
be  shut  out  altogether  from  a  share  of  that 
land.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  his  hon.  friend,  or  some  hon. 
Member,  distinctly  to  understand  that 
when  Clause  4  was  reached  the  question 
of  the  labourers  might  be  raised. 

Mr.  W^YNDHAM  said  he  appealed  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  to  say  whether  the  course  which  he 
had  proposed  was  not  the  most  reason- 
able course.  He  wa«  prepared  to  put  a 
clause  on  the  Paper  to  shorten  and 
simplify  the  acquisition  of  land  for 
labourers'  allotments,  but  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  imperil  the  Bill,  in  an 
attempt  which  he  was  sure  would  be 
defeated,  to  deal  with  every  point  which 
could  be  raised  on  the  labourers  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfoi^) 
said  he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's position  was  reasonable  to  this 
extent,  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
discuss  these  labourers  questions  twice 
at  different  parts  of  the  Bill.  It  would 
be  better  to  reserve  the  discussion  until 
it  could  be  effective.     He  was  not  ex- 

Eressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  desira- 
ility,  at  this  stage,  at  anyrat«,  of 
dropping  the  labourers  question  out  of 
the  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if  it  were  not  possible  within 
the  four  comers  of  the  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  labourers,  and  to  deal  with  them  in  a 
satisfactory  way. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  strongly  protested 
against  any  attempt  to  drop  the  labourers 
out  of  the  Bill. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  there 
was  a  very  diflScult  labourers  question 
in  Ulster,  although  the  cottage  system 
did  not  largely  prevail  there.  He 
only  intervened  lest  his  silence  might 
be  misunderstood.  He  was  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  position  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  What  was  the  use  of  wasting 
time  on  an  Amendment  which  could  not 
be  effective  1    Too  much  time  had  already 


been  wasted.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
waste  another  moment  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  said  he  proposed  to  introduce 
another  clause. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  £.)said  he  agreed 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Wateriord.  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  contemplate 
for  a  moment  the  possibility  of  dropping 
the  labourers'  case.  He  did  not  think 
time  had  been  wasted  in  the  present 
discussion,  because  it  was  necessary  to 
show  that  there  was  great  feehng  in 
Ireland  as  to  the  necessity  of  deaJing 
with  the  labourers'  case.  The  Chief 
Secretary  should  put  down  his  proposed 
new  clause  on  the  Paper.  They  ought 
to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  a  harmonious 
settlement,  as  there  was  practically  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  que^ion. 
The  representatives  of  the  landlords  were 
as  anxious  to  have  the  question  settled 
as  the  representatives  of  the  tenants, 
and  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should 
require  a  long,  acrimonious  discussion. 
He  thought  it  was  extremely  likely  that 
a  scheme  might  be  agreed  upon,  which 
would  be  unanirootisly  supported,  and 
which  would  pass  through  the  House 
after  a  brief  discussion. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
said  he  wished  to  associate-himself  with  the 
protest  against  the  idea  that  the  interests 
of  the  labourers  should  be  dropped  out 
of  the  Bill.  He  realised,  however,  that 
the  labourers  question  could  not  be  well 
discussed  at  that  stage  of  the  Bill.  All 
the  representatives  of  the  labourers 
were  more  or  less  agreed  as  to  the 
direction  which  Amendments  should 
take,  and  if  they  were  put  down  and 
discussed  on  Clause  82  and  the  subse- 
quent clauses,  there  need  be  no  waste 
of  time.  He  felt  very  strongly  that  a 
large  section  of  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion in  Ireland  would  hear  with  the 
very  greatest  regret  even  the  hint  given 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the  labourers 
question  should  be  dropped. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not  at 
all  accept  the  interpretation  which  was 
being  put  upon  what  he  had  said.  He 
agreed  that  they  ought  to  do  as  much 
as  they  could  in  this  Bill  for  the 
labourers,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to 
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deal  incidentally  with  the  question, 
and,  therefore,  it  might  be  well  to  save 
this  Bill  and  have  another  Bill  devoted 
to  the  labourers.  He  took  the  view 
that  the  Committee  could  not  discuss 
the  labourers  question  on  a  clau&e  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Labourers 
Acts.  Let  them  do  what  was  possible 
in  this  Bill,  and  have  a  second  Bill  if 
necessary. 

Mb.  THOMAS  CDONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  said  as  they  were  about  to  have  a 
great  national  settlement  in  Ireland,  he 
wished  that  the  labourers  should  get  an 
allotment  of  land.  When  Clau.<:e  2, 
with  reference  to  untenanted  land  was 
under  discussion,  the  question  of  the 
labourer-*  was  brought  forward  and  was 
shelved,  the  Committee  being  told  that 
it  should  be  raised  on  Clause  4;  now 
apparently  it  was  to  be  shelved  again. 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  they  were  not 
looking  for  another  Labourers  Act; 
they  were  endeavouring  to  secure  that 
labourers  should  get  a  larger  allotment 
of  untenanted  land  than  they  were  able 
to  get  under  the  present  Labourers 
Acts.  Every  labourer  should  have  at 
least  five  acres  of  untenanted  land  ;  and, 
if  the  new  clause  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  provide  that,  he  thought  it  would 
give  very  great  satisfaction.  Any  other 
arrangement  would  not  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  DELANY(Queen'sCountv,08Sory) 
said  that  one  of  tiie  greatest  (difficulties 
which  was  experienced  in  Ireland  in  the 
administration  of  the  Labourers  Acts 
was  that  when  allotments  were  pro- 
vided near  towns  or  villages,  workers  in 
towns  entered  into  competition  with 
agricultural  labourers  for  them.  It 
would  facilitate  and  expedite  the  work 
of  the  Labourers  Acts  if  there  were 
proper  provision  for  allotting  land 
to  artisans  and  labourers  in  small 
towns  and  villages.  He  spoke  in  the 
matter  from  his  experience  as  chairman 
of  a  large  District  Council. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  K)  said  that 
some  hon.  Members  might  be  inclined  to 
blame  his  hon.  friend  for  raising  this 
matter;  but,  in  his  opinion,  his  hon.  friend 
was  not  only  justified  but  called  upon  to 
bring  the  matter  forward,  having  regard 

Mr.  fFyndkam. 


to  the  interest  he  displayed  on  behalf  of 
the  labourers.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  seemed  to  look  at  the 
discussion  as  so  much  time  thrown  away ; 
but  the  discussion  manifestly  impressed 
the  Committee  and  the  Government  He 
believed  that  80  per  cent,  of  emigrants 
from  Ireland  belonged  to  the  labouring 
classes,  and  something  would  be  done  to 
stop  that  emigration  if  land  were  pro- 
\nded  for  labourers.  As  he  understood 
the  Amendment,  his  hon.  friend  was 
anxious  to  earmark  some  of  the  land 
which  might  be  available  for  that 
purpose ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  bear  that  in  mind  when  framing  his 
new  clause  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage.  He  could  corroborate  what 
had  been  said  by  his  hon.  friend  for  the 
Ossory  Division  with  regard  to  the  allot- 
ment question.  There  was  no  power  in 
Ireland  to  provide  workers  in  towns  with 
allotments.  He  asked  a  few  years  ago 
whether  the  Allotments  Act  of  this 
country  could  not  be  extended  to 
Ireland;  and  if  something  were  done  in 
that  direction  it  would,  to  a  certain 
extent  lessen  the  competition  which  at 
present  existed.  He  trusted  that  the 
clause  to  be  introduced  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  satisfactory ;  and 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  districts  where 
labourers  mo.st  needed  land  were  the  very 
districts  where  the  Labourers  Acts  were 
inoperative,  simply  because  the  rate- 
payers were  almost  as  poor  as  the 
labourers. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  hoped 
that  whatever  Amendment  was  moved  by 
an  Irish  Member  would  have  some  sense 
and  would  carry  something  with  it. 
There  was  nothing  whatever  in  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  Committee 
which  was  not  in  the  Bill ;  yet  an  honr 
had  been  occupied  in  discussing  a  shftm 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said 
that  with  reference  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  labourers  should  be 
dropped  altogether,  he  desired  to  say 
that  the  question  might  and  ought  to  l)e 
dealt  with  to  a  certain  extent  in  this 
Bill,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  possible 
to  deal  wholly  with  it.  It  was  a  question 
sufficiently  large  to  be  dealt  with  by  itself. 
He  thought,  however,  it  was  a  very 
important    thing    in    the    interests    of 
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labourers  in  Ireland  that  they  had  now 
got  from  the  Chief  Secretary  a  statement 
— which  would  not  have  been  cot  were  it 
not  for  this  discussion — that  although  to 
a  certain  extent  something  would  be  done 
in  Part  4  of  the  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
labourers  problem,  there  would  yet  remain 
a  great  deal  to  be  done  for  the  labourers 
— so  much  80  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  suggested  that  the  question 
should  be  dealt  with  in  its  entirety  in  a 
Bill  specially  introduced  for  that  purpose. 


(29  June  1903}  Land  Bill  834 

fish."  His  object,  he  said,  was  to 
enable  trustees  to  acquire  f;mall  portions 
of  laud  for  rearing  purposes.  The 
clause  would  then  read  "or  the  pre- 
servation of  game,  fish,  woods,  or 
plantations."  This  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  both  landlords  and 
tenants  in  Ireland,  and  the  land  sought 
to  be  acquired  would  not  be  either 
agricultural  land  or  pasturage.  He 
begged  to  move. 


Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  said  they 
were  all  aware  that  to  deal  properly  with 
the  labourers  question  would  require  a 
complicated  and  extended  Bill.  They 
were  led,  however,  to  believe  that 
something  would  be  done  in  this  Bill 
for  the  labourers.  Hon.  Members 
like  himself,  who  represented  labour 
constituencies,  were  anxious  to  be  in 
a  position  to  tell  the  labourers  in  their 
constituencies  that  their  case  would  be 
considered  on  a  proper  opportunity, 
if  the  Chief  Secretary,  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  leaders  of  opinion  on 
loth  sides  of  the  Hoase,  would  put  j 
ilown  a  simple  and  effective  clause  | 
dealing  with  the  labourers  as  far  as 
the  present  Bill  was  concerned,  that 
would  remove  any  doubt  that  might 
exist  in  the  minds  of  the  laboureis. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  was  it  fair,  at 
this  stage,  to  raise  this  question,  when 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had  the 
House  of  Lords  to  raise  it  in. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  of '  to 
inaert  the  words  'game,  fiah.'"— (Sir  John 
Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  O'SHEE  said  he  recognised  that 
it  would  be  inconvenient  to  have 
several  discussions  on  the  same  subject. 
If  the  present  Amendment  were  carried, 
it  would,  of  course,  be  necessary  to 
have  subsequent  Amendments  in  Clause 
18  providing  that  legal  operation  should 
be  given  to  it.  As  he  understood  that 
the  claim  of  the  labourers  to  share  the 
untenanted  lands  of  Ireland  would  not 
be  in  any  way  jeopardised  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Amendment  he 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦I'HK  CHAIRMAN  said  that  an 
Amendment  which  had  been  handed 
in  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Kerry  with  reference  to  school  pl.iy- 
grounds  was  outside  the  scope  of  the 
present  Bill. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  desired  to  insert, 
in  line  32,  after  the  word  "of  "  "  game, 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said,  although  it  was 
I  Homewhat  difficult  to  follow  the  Amend- 
j  ment,  he  thouglit  he  had  grasped  the 
desire  of  the  hon.  Member.  This 
clause  dealt  with  the  purchase  of  land, 
and  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
was  to  enable  trustees  to  buy  such 
portions  as  were  necessary  for  hatcherit-s 
and  so  forth,  so  that  persons  might  be 
able   to  get    a    rood    of   land  for  that 

Eurpose.  It  might  be  a  desirable  thing, 
ut  it  was  a  matter  which  he  would 
prefer  the  Committee  to  decide.  It  was 
not  advancing  money  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  game  or  fish,  but  to  purchase 
land.  The  whole  question  of  sporting 
rights  came  up  later. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  rather  hke  a  bull 
to  talk  of  fish  in  connection  with  pur- 
chasing land,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
should  expose  themselves  to  ridicule  by 
acce])ting  the  Amendment. 

Sir  ROBERT  FITZGERALD  (Cam- 
bridge) said  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Salmon  Fisheries  in  Ireland  strongly 
advocated  the  creation  of  hatcheries  on 
every  river  in  Iieland.  It  was  only  a 
very  small  parcel  of  land  that  was 
required  to  form  a  hatchery,  and  it 
must  be  remembered  that  out  of  small 
hatcheries  great  rivers  could  be  stocked. 

Digitized  by  V^UUyiC 


835 


Iruh 


{COMMONS} 


Land  Bill. 


836 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  ta 

Clause  5. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,  Spald- 
ing) said  the  object  of  his  Amendment 
was  that  two-thirds  of  the  tenants  on  an 
estate  should  have  the  same  rights  as  the 
landlord.  The  tenant  right  m  the  land 
was  in  many  instances  quite  as  important 
as  that  of  the  landlord.  He  thought  the 
tenants  should  have  a  right  to  set  in 
motion  the  machinery  for  the  sale  of  an 
estate.  He  would  not  labour  the  point, 
because  nothing  could  be  gained 
except  by  an  inquiry  into  the  cuxsum- 
stances  of  the  case.  But  if  it  was  found 
that  the  landlord  objected  to  sell  because 
he  was  hanging  back  for  a  better  price, 
the  tenants  ought  to  have  a  right  to  have 
the  matter  decided.  Speaking  from  an 
English  agricultural  point  of  view,  he 
might  say  that  English  agriculturists 
were  anxious  that  this  Bill  should  have 
some  degree  of  finality ;  and  speaking  as 
one  whose  opinions  in  opposition  to  this 
Bill  had  been  greatly  modified  by 
the  concessions  which  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  made,  he  urged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  carry  those  concessions 
a  little  further  and  accept  this  Amend- 
ment.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  '  makes,' 
to  insert  t  ne  words  '  or  not  less  than  two-thirds 
of  the  tenants  of  an  estate  make.' " — (Mr. 
Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Ma  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  very 
desirable  to  enable  tenants  to  make  some 
representation  as  to  the  state  of  their 
minds  with  regard  to  purchase.  Although 
the  tenants  had  no  right  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  had  always  tolerated,  under  the 
Land  Acts,  large  bodies  of  tenants  coming 
forward  and  making  applications,  and 
those  applications  had  a  most  salutary 
effect  on  the  landlords  and  encumbrancers. 
This  Bill  gave  no  such  opportunity  as 
was  given  by  the  Land  Court  for  tenants 
generally  to  stir  up  owners.  In  many 
cases  it  was  to  the  interest  of  men  inter- 
ested in  the  management  of  the  estates  of 
absentee  landlords  to  prevent  the  sale  of 


an  estate.  If  this  actinic  process  whidi 
was  suggested  by  the  Amendment  were 
allowed  he  thought  it  would  have  *  ver7 
salutary  effect. 

Mr.    ATKINSON   said    it  was    im- 

n'ble  to  accept  the  Amendment, 
ould  change  toe  whole  character  of 
the  Bill,  and  make  it  a  compulsory 
instead  of  a  voluntary  Bill,  unless  the 
Land  Commissioners  embarked  in  an 
absolut«ly  useless  inquiry.  There  were 
two  systems  of  land  ])urchase  under  the 
Bill,  the  first  being  where  the  landlord 
first  agreed  with  his  tenants  and  then 
came  to  the  Court,  and  the  other  system 
imder  which  he  dealt  with  the  Court 
direct.  And  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
absolutely  useless  for  the  T^and  Court  to 
make  an  inquiry  unless  they  knew  the 
landlord  was  willing  to  selL 

Mr.  lULLY  said  he  thought  the 
Amendment  was  a  most  important  one. 
As  the  clause  stood  at  present,  a  landlord 
could  go  without  his  tenants  knowing  a 
thing  about  it,  and  sell  direct  to  the 
Land  Commission. 

Mb.  ATKINSON,  said  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  looked  at  the  section  he  would 
find  that  three-fourths  of  the  tenants 
must  agree  before  the  landlord  could  sell. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  he  wished  to 
give  the  tenants  an  opportunity  to  apply 
for  the  sale.  When  the  landlords  were 
getting  such  princely  terms  it  was  only 
right  that  the  tenants  should  have  such 
an  opportunity.  Why  should  all  the 
compulsion  be  against  the  tenants  t  In 
addition  to  getting  thirty-two  years  pur- 
chase from  the  tenants^the  landlords  were 
to  get  a  bonus,  which  meant  that  Lord 
de  Freyne  would  get  a  present  of 
£40,000  for  holding  out  against  hia 
tenants.  Another  serious  matter  waa 
that  if  a  landlord  applied  to  the  Land 
Commission  to  have  hia  estate  sold,  his 
tenants  would  be  deprived  of  the  right 
of  going  into  Court  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  hoped  hon. 
Members  would  have  more  sense  than 
to  embark  on  an  utterly  impracticable  dis- 
cussion such  as  that  to  which  they  were 
now  invited.  They  all  had  their  own 
views  on  compukory  purchase,   and  if 
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it  could  have  been  secured  many  would 
have  preferred  it  to  the  present  Bill. 
But  anything  more  unbusinesslike  or 
absurd  than  to  attempt  at  the  present 
stage  to  interpose  a  discussion  on  the 
merits  of  compulsory  purchase  be  could 
not  imagine. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  all  he  proposed  to  do 
was  to  give  the  tenants  an  option. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  the  Com- 
mittee were  approaching  Amendments 
which  raised  questions  of  great  import- 
ance, including  that  of  the  evicted 
tenants.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  dis- 
cussion on  other  matters  would  not  be 
prolonged. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  TULLT,  in  moving  to  insert  the 
word  "  compulsory  "  before  "  sale,"  said 
he  had  often  heard  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  make  the  rafters  ring  with 
his  demand  for  compulsory  sale,  and  he 
ought  not  to  turn  round  and  say  it  was 
absurd  and  lacking  in  common-sense  to 
raise  the  cry  now.  The  members  of  the 
Dunraven  Conference  made  a  bad  bar- 
gain for  the  tenants,  one  of  the  worst 
features    being    the  surrender  of    the 

!>rinciple  of  compulsory  sale.  If  the 
onset  outside  had  been  properly  organised 
he  beUeved  a  compulsory  Bill  could  have 
been  secured.  He  had  no  desire  to 
occupy  time  unnecessarily,  and  therefore 
would  formally  move  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  38,  after  the  third  word 
'  the '  to  insert  the  word  '  oompolsory.' " — iMr. 
TnUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  compulsory '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  while  he 
sympathised  with  his  hon.  friend  he 
thought  it  was  not  in  the  interests  of 
business  that  Members  should  propose 
Amendments  which  had  no  chanee  of 
being  accepted,  or  Amendments  which 
were  essentially  "shams."  He  had  been 
appalled  to  see  an  hon.  Member  come 
down,  armed  with  a  long  manuscript, 
and  move  an  Amendment  which 
occupied  nearly  an  hour  in  discussion. 
Let  there  be  fair  play  all  round.    While 


he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  in  the  suggestion  that  they 
should  make  progress  with  the  Bill,  he 
would  suggest  that  the  hon.  Member  also 
should  take  care  that  some  of  his  own 
friends  did  not  occupy  time  by  the  hour 
pressing  points  which  were  already  in 
the  Bill 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  DILLON  moved  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  inquiry  "  the  words  "  as  to  the 

f>rice8  which  tenants  are  prepared  to  pay 
or  their  holdings  and  such  other  matters 
as  they  deem  necessary."  His  object 
in  proposing  the  Amendment  was  to  give 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  the  Committee  the  nature 
of  the  inquiry. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  .3,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  inquiry ' 
to  insert  the  worda  'as  to  the  prices  which 
tenants  are  prepared  to  pay  for  their  holdings, 
and  such  other  matters  aa  they  deem 
necessary.'" — (Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  clause 
dealt  with  the  relations  between  the 
Estates  Commissioners  and  the  would-be 
vendor,  and  then  went  on  to  deal  with 
their  relations  with  the  would-be  pur- 
chaser. It  was  enacted  that  there  could 
be  no  bargain  unless  thre?-fourths  of  the 
tenants  agreed ;  it  followed  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  in  approaching 
the  landlord,  must  be  assured  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  tenants  were  willing  to 
buy  on  certain  terms.  But  whether  it 
would  be  wise  for  the  Commissioners  to 
carry  on  the  discussion  with  the  land* 
lord  up  to  a  certain  point  and  then  go 
to  the  tenant,  or  vice  versd,  was  a  matter 
which  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  parties  concerned.  It  was  certain 
that  no  sale  could  take  place  imless 
three  fourths  of  the  tenants,  without  any 
pressure  whatever,  were  agreed.  It  was 
impossible  to  lay  down  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  all  the  steps  de  die  in  diem 
which  the  parties  to  such  a  transaction 
were  to  take  and  the  order  in  which  they 
were  to  be  taken.  All  that  preliminary 
reconnoitring  n\ust  take  place  under  any 
voluntary  Bill,  and  it  would  be  futile  to 
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attempt  to  foresee  the  conditions  of 
every  landlord  and  tenant  in  Ireland. 
This  the  Bill,  being  a  voluntary  measure, 
did  provide — that  the  landlord  should 
not  be  forced  to  take  less  than  he  was 
prepared  to  accept,  or  the  tenant  to  pay 
more  than  he  was  willing  to  give. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  the  importance  of 
the  Amendment  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  omit 
not  only  a  portion  of  Sub-section  (1)  but 
the  whole  of  Sub-section  (2)  which 
directed  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
before  fixing  the  price,  to  make  some 
inquiry  as  to  what  the  tenants  were 
prepared  to  give.  By  omitting  Sub- 
section 2,  that  power  given  to  the  Land 
Commission  was  gone.  By  Subsection 
3  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  buy 
at  the  prices  mentioned,  but  by  omitting 
Clause  2,  the  procedure  contemplated 
was  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
might  fix  the  price  and  communicate 
with  the  landlord  without  consulting 
the  tenants.  Therefore  the  tenants 
might  have  a  price  fixed  against 
them  by  the  Land  Commissioners. 
He  was  aware  that  the  tenants  need  not 
buy,  but  if  they  did  not  they  would  not 
afterwards  have  a  chance  of  buying  at 
all,  and  that  would  produce  a  deadlock. 
He  wished  to  secure  that  no  right  which 
the  tenants  had  under  the  Bill  should 
be  lost,  and  the  Estates  Commissioners 
should  have  an  indication  that  before 
fixing  the  price  they  must  make  some 
inquiry  from  the  tenants.  He  did  not 
think  the  words  he  suggested  would 
impose  any  unreasonable  restriction  on 
the  Estates  Commissioners. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  there 
was  some  necessity  for  a  provision  like 
that  contained  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
lion.  Member  for  East  Mayo. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  on  the  Paper  would  meet 
the  case. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  butcher  (York)  said  he  wished 
to  move  an  Amendment  after  the  word 
Mr.  Wyndham. 


"  estate  "  in  line  40  to  insert  "  including 
any  demesne  or  other  land  in  the 
occupation  of  the  owner."  As  he  read 
Clause  5,  there  was  considerable  doubt 
whether  the  Land  Commission  had 
power  to  purchase  any  land  in  the 
occupation  of  the  owner. 

I      Mr.    WYNDHAM   pointed  out  that 

I  the    word    "  estate  "  meant  any  land 

I  which  the  Estates  Commissioners  agreed 

to  regard  as  a  settled  estate.      How  his 

hon.  friend  made  out  that  that  did  not 

mean  the  demesne  or  other  land  in  the 

!  occupation  of  the  owner  he  could  not 

.  understand. 

Mr.    butcher    said    that    in    the 
'  previous  clauses  of  this   Bill  the  word 
,  "  estate  "  had  been  used  in  connection 
{  with  tenanted  land  only,  and  he  thought 
a  clear    distinction    should    be    drawn 
between    tenanted    land    and  demesne 
j  land.    They   did    not    desire    to    have 
litigation,  and  if  he  was  assured  that 
"estate  "  included  "demesne  and  other 
lands  "  he  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

I     Mr.  wyndham  said  that  was  so. 

Mr.  butcher  said  under  those 
circumstances  he  would  not  move  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  that  Sub- 
section  2  of  this  clause  provided  that  in 
respect  of  holdings  upon  which  judicial 
reuts  had  been  fixed,  the  Commissioners 
were  to  be  guided  by  the  price  within 
the  zone.  They  had  to  find  out  what 
the  tenants  wished  to  give,  and  if  the 
price  fell  within  the  zone  then  that  was 
the  price.  Clause  2  laid  down  a  num- 
ber of  provisions  guiding  the  sale  of 
additional  land,  and  Sub-section  2  was 
brought  in  to  see  that  the  Land  Oom- 
mission  should  not  put  up  the  higher 
competition  price  upon  the  assumption 
that  all  the  untenanted  land  was  sold  to 
one  grazier.  In  fixing  the  price  they 
must  have  regard  to  the  conditions  of 
Clause  2.  He  did  not  think  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
was  at  all  necessary,  because  in  estimat- 
ing the  price  they  were  to  be  guided  by 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  the  Act  He 
begged  to  move  his  Amendment. 
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Amendment  proposed — 


"  la  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  oatfrom  the  word 
•estate,'  to  end  of  sab-section,  and  insert  the 
words '  and  in  estimating  the  price  aliall  have  re- 
gard to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act  in 
respect  of  advances,  '—(if r.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

Eroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Uuse." 


Mr.  DILLON  said  this  was  a  very 
important  matter,  for  it  dealt  with  the 
first  clause  which  specifically  controlled 
and  directed  the  action  of  the  Land 
Commission.  This  was  an  enormously 
important  portion  of  the  Bill,  for  it  was 
the  clause  under  which  the  whole  of  the 
machinery  would  work.  As  he  read  the 
Bin  the  provisions  of  Clause  1  made  it  a 
sort  of  covenng  clause  governing  all 
proceedings  under  the  Act  with  regard 
to  the  price.  One  sub-section  applied 
to  cases  where  a  bargain  had  been  made 
alread)'  between  the  tenant  and  the 
landlord.  The  Amendment  was  of  great 
importance  because  it  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute an  entirely  new  method  of  estimat- 
ing the  price  for  the  one  that  now  stood  in 
the  Bill.  The  Attorney-General  thought 
he  had  removed  their  objections  com- 
pletely by  pointing  out  that  Clause 
3  provided  that  the  tenants  were 
safeguarded  against  all  risks  becaiuse 
before  a  bargain  could  be  concluded  they 
had  to  be  consenting  parties  to  the  price. 
He  contended  that  that  did  not  safeguard 
the  tenants,  and  he  desired  to  safeguard 
them  in  the  process  of  estimating  the  cost. 
Sub-section  3  only  came  into  operation 
after  the  price  had  been  estimated  and 
communicated  to  the  landlord.  It  was  a 
very  poor  protection  to  the  tenant,  after 
the  public  department  had  estimated  the 
price  and  communicated  it  to  the  landlord, 
to  allow  the  tenant  to  say  that  he  would 
not  buy.  If  the  tenant  did  that  he  would 
not  get  a  chance  of  buying  at  all  after- 
wards. Consequently  Sub-section  3  did 
not  meet  his  objection.  What  was  the 
effect  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Amendment  t  As  the  clause  originally 
stood  Clause  5  provided  that — 

*'The  Land  Commission  may,  after  due 
inquiry,  propose  to  purchase  the  estate  at  a 
price  to  be  estimated  as  hereinafter  mentioned. " 

Sub-section  2  proceeded  to  lay  down,  in 
his  opinion,  very  vaguely  the  ground  on 


which  the  Land  Commission  were  to  lay 
stress  in  estimating.    It  provided  that-^ 

"  The  price  of  the  estate  shall  be  estimated 
on  the  assnmp'  ion  that  each  tenant  of  a  holding 
thereon  will  purchase  his  holding  or  Pome  other 
designated  parcel  of  land  in  lien  thereof,  for  an 
amount  for  which  an  advaooe  under  the  Land 
Farchase  Acte  can  be  mad*. 

How  could  they  assume  that  unless 
they  had  asked  the  tenants  what  they 
were  willing  to  give  1  Did  the  Chief 
Secretary  mean  that  the  words  "due 
inquiry  "  were  to  be  taken  to  mean  that 
before  the  price  was  estimated  and  com- 
municated to  the  landlord  inquiry  must 
be  made  from  the  tenant  1 

Mr.  wyndham  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  indicate  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  words 
"  shall  have  regard  to  the  foregoing  pro- 
vision of  this  Act  in  respect  of  advances  " 
covered  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member. 
"  Advances  "  were  sums  which  might  be 
advanced  where  the  landlord  and  tenant 
agreed  to  purchase. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  read  it 
in  that  way  at  all.  His  proposal  was  to 
substitute  the  words  "to  the  price 
which  the  tenants  on  the  estate  are 
willing  to  give  for  their  holdings." 
He  did  not  think  the  words  proposed  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  gave  the  Commis- 
sioners guidance  as  to  what  the  tenants 
were  going  to  pay.  The  interpretation 
could  be  put  on  the  words  that  the  Com- 
missioners, where  there  was  no  agreed 
price,  were  to  be  driven  back  to  the 
zones.  The  new  section  gave  the  Com- 
missioners no  guidance  because  there  was 
no  agreed  price.  He  had  given  careful 
study  to  the  words,  and  he  believed  there 
was  great  risk  if  they  stood  in  the  way 
they  were  put  down  on  the  Paper,  that 
the  Commissioners  might  be  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  intention  was  to  drive 
them  back  to  Clause  1,  and-  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  zones.  This  was  an 
important  question,  because  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
substituted  a  totally  new  method  of 
estimating  the  price.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  words  of  his  Amendment  should 
not  be  inserted  in  the  clause  in  order  to 
maketheintentionof  the  Government  quite 
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clear.  What  he  proposed  was  to  insert 
the  words  which  would  make  the  Amend- 
ment read  as  follows — 

'Mnd  in  estimating  the  price  shall  have 
regud  to  the  price  which  the  tenants  on  the 
estates  are  willing  to  give  for  their  holdings." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  fore- 
going '  to  the  end  and  to  insert  the  words  '  price 
which  the  tenants  on  the  estates  are  willing  to 
give  for  their  holdings.' " — {Mr.  Dillon. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Amendment." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  words 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  moved  were 
really  narrower  than  his  own  words,  and 
did  not  carry  out  what  the  intention  of 
this  clause  was.  He  thought  the  words 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  were  mere 
surplusage,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
accept  them  without  rather  more  careful 
consideration.  What  would  be  the  real 
effect  of  the  words  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member)  Did  they  mean  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  not  to 
form  a  general  view  of  the  value  of  the 
land  sold  under  the  conditions  of  Clause  2  1 
It  appeared  to  him  that  if  they  accepted 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  they 
would  impose  on  three-fourths  of  the 
tenants  definite  terms  which  were  not  to 
be  modified.  [An  Hon.  Member:  No.] 
But  that  was  the  danger.  He  thought 
that  his  own  words  covered  the  whole 
intention  of  the  hon.  Member,  and 
covered  the  cases  under  Clause  2,  while 
at  the  same  time  leaving  some  latitude 
which  there  must  be  if  any  business  was 
to  be  done.  The  question  of  turbary 
would  present  great  difficulty.  He  did 
not  see  that  any  danger  would  arise  from 
adopting  the  words  he  had  proposed. 
If  the  hon.  Member  could  find  any  words 
that  would  not  give  rise  to  the  danger  he 
referred  to  he  would  be  prepared  to  con- 
sider them. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  might  consider  whether 
he  could  alter  his  Amendment  to  read  as 
follows — 

"And  in  estimating  the  price  shall  have 
regard  to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act 
in  respect  of  advances,  and  any  other  conditions 
that  may  be  prescribed." 

It  was  quite  impossible  to  suppose  that 

Mr,  Dillon, 


under  the  words  of  the  clause  as  they 
stood  the  Commissioners  would  not  have 
regard  to  the  price.  At  the  same  time 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  would  no  doubt  be  an  addi- 
tional safeguard.  He  took  it  that  as  a 
matter  oT  course  the  Commissioners 
would  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  price  the  tenant  was  willing 
to  offer.  But  it  was  not  unnatural 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
should  endeavour  to  obtain  some  other 
safeguard.  At  all  events  this  was  a 
matter  that  might  well  be  considered  at 
some  later  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  whole  thing  was  to  be  con- 
ducted on  the  principle  of  estimate.  He 
was  not  a  lawyer,  but  he  was  trying  to 
imagine  what  the  Estates  Commissioners 
would  do  if  the  clause  were  passed  as  it 
stood.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  whole 
thing  might  be  done  without  consulting 
a  single  tenant  on  the  estate.  He  be- 
lieved things  would  be  brought  to  a 
deadlock  unless  the  words  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  were 
put  in. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  fulfil  these  conditions  unless 
they  did  it  in  a  business-like  way.  The 
Commission  were  to  make  an  offer  at 
which  they  proposed  to  purchase,  and 
they  were  at  the  same  time  to  see  that 
the  proposed  scheme  would  involve  no 
loss,  because  there  was  the  provision  in 
Section  4,  whereby  if  there  was  a  con- 
templated loss  special  permission  would 
have  to  be  obtained  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  How  was  it  conceivable 
that  they  could  do  that  without  having 
ascertained  what  the  tenants  were 
willing  to  give  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Why  not  put 
in  plain  words  to  that  effect  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  unless  the 
Land  Commission  ascertained  first  what 
the  tenants  were  willing  to  give,  they 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  tenants, 
and  the  whole  thing  would  be  futile. 

Me.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that 
more  than  once  within  the  last  few  days 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  appealed 
to  the  Committee  not  to  vraste  time  on 
points  on  which  there  was  really  sub- 
stantial agreement.  Here'  was  an 
opportunity  for  him  to  set  a  good 
examiide.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  apparently  in  complete  agreement 
with  what  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  had  in  view,  but  said  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  was  mere  surplusage.  Surely 
it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  go  on  opposing 
what  was  surplusage. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  although 
he  agreed  with  all  that  the  hon.  Mem^r 
for  East  Mayo  meant  and  said  that  he 
meant,  he  was  afraid  that  the  words  of 
the  Amendment  meant  more  than  the 
hon.  Member  meant.  What  he  said  in 
his  Amendment,  quite  shortly  and 
simply,  was,  that  in  getting  a  prelimin- 
ary undertaking  from  the  tenants  as  to 
the  price  they  were  prepared  to  pay 
that  was  in  conformity  with  Clause  1 
as  it  stood.  The  Land  Commission 
must  find  out  from  the  tenants  what 
they  were  prepared  to  pay  in  respect  to 
their  different  categories  of  holdings. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry.  S.)  said 
they  were  all  agreed  aa  to  what  the 
Amendment  should  mean,  and  he  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
was  not  prepared  to  consider  words,  to 
be  introduced  at  a  later  stage,  which 
would  carry  into  effect  the  object  on 
which  all  were  agreed  1 

■•*Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  quite 
ready  to  accept  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to 
accept  the  hon.  Member's  words. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  asked  if  the  right 
hon  Gentleman  would  bring  up  the 
amended  Amendment  on  the  Report 
stage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  he  considered  this 
Amendment  vitally  important.  He 
urged  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  there  was  an  enormous  difference 
between  first  consulting  the  tenants  and 


then,  having  ascertained  their  views, 
fairly  offering  them  the  land  at  the 
price  they  were  willing  to  give,  and 
coming  to  the  tenants  with  a  price  fixed, 
because  the  tenants  were  then  placed  in 
the  enormously  difficult  position  of 
demanding  a  rebate.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  if  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  were 
adopted  the  tenants  would  be  masters 
of  the  situation;  but  if  the  original 
Amendment  were  accepted  they  would 
be  the  slaves  of  the  situation.  Again, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Amend- 
ment were  adopted  the  danger  was  that 
the  Land  Commission  would  be  driven 
back  to  the  Eones — and  he  was  sure  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  did  not  intend  that. 
He  strongly  urged  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  not  his  good  in- 
tentions that  would  regulate  the  inter- 
pretation of  this  Bill  when  it  became  an 
Act.  Neither  the  intention  nor  the 
speeches  of  Ministers  who  carried  a  Bill 
had  any  effect  on  the  decision  of  the 
gentlemen  who  would  interpret  the 
Act.  He  did  not  want  to  use  language 
approaching  controversy ;  but  they  had 
heard  of  the  subtlety  of  gentlemen  who 
gave  judicial  interpretations  in  Ireland, 
and  that  if  there  were  means  by  which  the 
language  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  be 
diverted  even  from  the  honest  purpose 
of  the  framers  of  a  Bill,  that  means 
would  be  found.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
the  Committee  should  not  agree  to  the 
words  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo's  Amendment.  They  could  be 
corrected  on  the  Report  stage  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  found  that  they 
went  beyond  what  he  himself  meant. 
The  clause,  more  than  any  other,  left  the 
tenants  at  the  mercy  of  the  Land  Com. 
mission ;  and  he  regarded  it  as  most  im^ 
portant  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
should  adopt  some  form  of  words  which 
would  dissipate  any  misapprehension. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  sug- 
gest that  the  end  in  view  might  be  met 
by  the  addition  of  a  few  words  to  his 
Amendment,  so  that  it  would  read  "  and 
in  estimating  the  price  shall  have  regard 
to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act  in 
respect  of  advances  and  to  the  price 
which  tenants  and  other  persons  are  will- 
ing to  give  for  holdings  and  other  portions 
of  land  comprised  in  the  estate."     He 
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would  be  prepared  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment in  that  form  reserving  freedom  to 
reconsider  the  actual  words  on  the 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  DILLONsaid  he  recognised  that 
the  offer  of  thn  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
a  very  liberal  one,  and  also  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  reserved  the  right  to 
consider  the  matter  on  Report.  He  would, 
therefore,  ask  leave  to  withdraw  this 
Amendment. 

Amendment  to  the  Amendment,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  moved  to  insert 
in  Clause  5,  page  4,  line  3,  after  "  thereof  " 
"  or  in  addition  thereto  "  He  thought 
the  words  were  necessary. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  thereof  ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  in  addition  to.' '" — {Sir 
John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  ventured  to 
differ  from  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend. 
He  did  not  think  the  words  proposed 
were  necessary. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
the  Amendment  he  now  proposed  to  move 
brought  the  Committee  to  the  most 
delicate  point  in  connection  with  the 
settlement  of  the  evicted  tenants  ques- 
tion, namely,  how  they  were  to  deal 
with  cases  in  which  former  holdings  of 
evicted  tenants  had  entered  into  the 
possession  of  new  tenants.  The  Amend- 
rnent  touched  the  sorest  point  in  con- 
nection with  the  evicted  tenants ;  and 
for  that  reason  he  hoped  that  every  hon. 
Member  who  desired  tranquillity  in 
Ireland  would  give  the  proposal  a  most 
careful  and  sympathetic  consideration. 
He  was  sure  he  would  not  appeal  in 
vain  to  men  who  had  fought  conscien- 
tiously on  both  sides  during  a  long  war 
extending  over  something  like  twenty- 
five  years ;  and  he  trusted  that  all 
language  of  acrimony  would  be  avoided, 
as  he  would  endeavour  to  avoid  it  him- 
self, and  that  hon.  Members  would  give 
ail  their  good  sense  and    good  feeling 

Mr.  Wyndham, 


to     try    if    they    could    to    diminate 
one     of     the     bitterest     of    all    out- 
standing  difSculties    in    Irish    life    at 
the    present    moment.     The    proposal 
which  he  would  submit  dealt  really  with 
an  excessively  small  matter ;  but  it  was 
like  a  very  small  wound  which  might 
develop  into  a  very  dangerous  one   if 
left  to  mortify.    He  need  not  tell  any 
Member  of  the  Committee  who  knew 
Ireland  how  the  Irish  heart  clung  to  the 
notion  of  the  old  home ;  and  he  quite 
concurred   with    his    hon.   friend    the 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  that  wherever  it 
was    possible    to    restore    the    evicted 
tenants  to  their  old  homes   they  would 
by  doing  that  be  doing  more  than  could 
be  accomplished  by  any  other  possible 
means  to  lay  the  foundations  of  ]>eace, 
goodwill,   and  contentment  in  Irdand. 
He  did  not  propose  any  hostile  action,  or 
any  compulsory  action  whatever  Against 
the  new  occupiers.    They  accepted  the 
position   laid  down  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman     the     Member    for     North 
Armagh  the  other  night,  that  whatever 
was  to  be  done  was  to  be  done  by  friendly 
arrangement  and  inducement.    All  that 
the  Amendment  purported  to  do  was 
that  wherever  an  estate  was  sold,  and 
wherever  the  Commissioners  found  that 
there  were  feuds  of  this  kind  existing,, 
that  they  should    have  the   power  of 
acting  as   mediators,  and  in  a  friendly 
way  composing  without  any  compulsion 
or  injustice  these  feuds  which,    if  left 
unsettled,  would   keep  the  entire  com 
munity  in  a  ^tate  of  ferment.    Clause  1 1 
as  it  stood  gave  the  Commissioners  some 
such   power  as   he  now  proposed.    But 
his  hon.  friends  and  himself  could  not 
afford  to  have  any  possible  doubt  on  the 
subject.     Undoubtedly  Clause  11  gave 
very  wide  powers  as  to  estates  vested  in 
the  Commissioners ;  but  they  knew  from 
bitter   experience   what  the  Irish  Law 
Courts  could  do  in  the  way  of  whittling 
down   powers  of  this  kind  unless  they 
were  most  expressly  laid  down.     In  any 
case,  Clause  11  dealt  with  land  vested 
in  the  Estates  Commissioners ;  and  even 
if  it  did  give  the  necessary  power  with 
reference  to  purchase,  it  would  not  pro- 
vide any  remedy  whatever  in  the  case  of 
a  direct  transaction   between    landlord 
and  tenant.    He  proposed  to  give  similar 
power  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  case 
of  an  estate  sold  by  direct  negotiatioa 
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between  landlord  and  tenant.  He 
did  not  prejudge  the  question  as 
to  whether  Clause  11,  with  certain 
alterations,  might  not  give  the  necessary 
powers ;  but  he  submitted  that  no  hon. 
Member  ought  to  have  any  objection  to 
these  powers,  being  fully  and  definitely 
given ;  and  no  one  could  have  any  real 
interest  in  keeping  this  sore  open. 

He  quite  understood  it  was  a  point  of 
honour  with  landlords  not  to  abandon  the 
menwho  enabled  them  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  could  quite  sympathise  with  that 
feeling.  On  the  other  hand,  on  their  own 
side  the  notion  of  any  terms  or  truce  with 
men  who  were  known  as  grabbers  was  so 
hateful,  that  when  they  proposed  to  enter 
into  a  friendly  bargain  with  them  they 
were  running  a  considerable  risk  of  un- 
popularity and  misconception.  They  had 
run  an  abundance  of  risks  of  that  kind 
already,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment which  they  believed  would  involve 
the  happiness  and  contentment  of  the 
Irish  people ;  and  they  had  not  the  least 
fear  that  the  result  would  justify  them  in 
this  matter,  as  it  had  justified  them  in 
other  matters.  He  went  further,  and 
said  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  stand 
upon  the  exact  limits  of  compensation 
that  were  indicated  in  the  Amendment, 
but  were  quite  willing  to  leave  the  Estates 
Commissioners  perfectly  free  to  exercise 
their  own  discretion  and  good  sense  in 
any  case  where  they  saw  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  the  community  from  this 
most  dangerous  of  all  sources  of  heart- 
burning and  disturbance  in  Ireland.  The 
Committee  would  have  to  deal  with  two 
classes  of  new  occupiers  in  connection 
with  this  clause.  One  class,  which  was 
extremely  small,  was  what  he  might  call 
without  ofience  the  political  planters  on 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates.  The  other 
class  was  more  numerous,  but  it  would 
be  easy  to  strike  up  a  bargain  with  them. 
There  were  isolated  cases  all  over  the 
country  where  derelict  farms  had  been 
taken  for  mere  temporary  accommodation 
by  shopkeepers  and  others  who  were  not 
farmers,  and  who  had  no  intention  of  be- 
coming farmers.  As  to  the  political 
planters  on  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates, 
he  did  not  believe  that  they  numbered 
more  than  thirty  or  forty ;  and  he  believed 
no  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would  quarrel 
with  the  statement  that  they  were  planted 
more  with  a  view  to  fighting  than  to  agri- 
culture.     Mr.  Trench,  a    famous    land 


agent,  used  to  say  that  when  he  went  to 
Ulster  to  find  planters  for  the  Lugga- 
curran  Estate  he  found  plenty  of  men 
with  capital  and  no  courage,  and  also 
plenty  of  men  with  courage  but  no  capital. 
He  had  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with 
fighting  men  on  whatever  side  they 
fought ;  and  he  recognised  that  some  of 
these  new  occupiers  had  substantial 
interests  in  their  holdings,  and  that  it 
was  possible  that  they  might  elect  to  re- 
main in  them.  In  such  cases  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  said ;  but  as  to  the 
greater  number  of  the  new  occupiers 
be  believed  that  a  friendly  hint 
from  the  landlord  and  the  judicial 
interposition  of  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  solve  the  whole  difficulty. 
There  were  cases  in  which  more  than 
half  the  holdings  were  under  £10  valua- 
tion, and  from  which  the  tenants  were 
evicted  not  for  joining  any  political 
combination,  but  because  of  poverty,  of 
arrears  of  rent,  and  the  failure  of  the 
Land  Acts.  That  was  the  most  numerous 
class  of  evicted  tenants  ;  and  there  should 
be  no  difiSculty  in  dealing  with  the  new 
occupiers  in  such  cases.  They  might 
safely  trust  to  the  new  spirit  of  goodwill, 
hopefulness,  and  buoyancy  to  bring  about 
a  friendly  settlement  in  all  such  cases 
without  any  friction  or  expense  what- 
ever. The  process  would,  however,  be 
greatly  accelerated  if  this  Amendment 
were  carried;  and  if  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  power  to  intervene  in 
a  friendly  way  whenever  they  found 
it  desirable. 

As  to  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  be  involved,  it  was  so 
insignificant  a  nut  of  a  huge  trans- 
action that  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
either  the  Government  or  any  hon. 
Member  would  offer  any  objection  to  it. 
The  Act  would  provide  the  reserve  fund 
which  would  furnish  the  Estates  Gom- 
missioneis  with  ample  means  to  bring 
about  this  settlement.  The  tenants' 
representatives  had  not  been  churlish 
in  dealing  with  the  men  who  had 
suffered  among  the  landlords,  and  he 
hoped  and  believed  no  leader  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  raise  any 
objection  to  this  Amendment.  The 
Land  Conference  unanimously  declared 
that  the  settlement  of  this  question 
equitably  was  indispensable  to  the 
success  of  this  Bill,  and  what  more  equit- 
able basis  could  there  be  than  this.    The 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  had  already  shown 
that  he  fully  realised  the  importance  of 
this  question  as  a  means  of  getting  the 
goodwill  which  would  have  to  be  the 
great  driving  force  of  this  measure.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  18,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  '(4)  Where  the  Estatts  CommiKsioDers 
purchase  an  estate  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  orwhei  e  the  landlord  is  selling  his  estate  to 
the  tenants  or  former  tenants  thereof  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  there  are  upon 
such  estate  tenants  in  occupation  of  holdingH 
from  which  other  tenants  were  evicted  within 
twenty-five  years  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  said  Estates 
Commissioners  to  arrange  for  the  surrender  to 
them  or  to  the  landlord,  as  the  case  may  he,  of 
such  holdings  by  the  tenants  in  occupation 
thereof,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon, 
including  the  transfer  of  such  tenants  to  other 
holdings  or  the  payment  of  such  sums  of  money 
as  compensation  for  such  surrenders  as  they 
may  think  tit,  not  exceeding  in  any  one  case 
twice  the  amount  of  the  annual  rent  payable  by 
each  such  tenant.  And,  upon  such  surrender 
as  aforesaid  being  made,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Estates  Commissioners  to  reinstate  in 
their  holdings  the  former  tenants  thereof,  and 
thereupon  such  former  tenants  so  reinstated 
shall  nave  the  same  rights  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acta  as  they  would  have  had  if  they 
had  never  been  evicted  from  such  holdings.  ' 
—{Mr.  WtUiam  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had 
asked  that  his  Amendment  should  be 
considered  in  a  careful  and  sympathetic 
spirit.  He  had  considered  it  carefully, 
but  he  could  not  say  sympathetically. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  made 
very  drastic  proposals  in  a  very  moderate 
speech,  but  he  had  carefully  avoided 
figures.  The  proposal  was  about  as  wide 
■as  any  he  had  ever  heard  proposed  in 
the  House.  It  covered  every  eviction 
that  had  taken  place  in  Ireland  in  the 
last  twentyfive  years.  He  would  like 
to  have  heard  how  many  thousand 
tenants  had  been  evicted  for  one  cause 
or  another  in  that  time.  The  hon. 
Member  could  not  seriously  propose 
that  the  tenants  who  had  been  turned 
out  of  their  farms  absolutely,  hope- 
lessly impecunious,  and  unable  to 
work  them,  should  be  gathered  together 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  and  reinstated, 
And  the  tenants  who  occupied  the  farms 

Mr.  William  O'Brien. 


and  cultivated  them  to  advantage  wore 
to  go  out.  If  the  Committee  desired  to 
create  in  Ireland  the  most  hopeless  eon- 
fusion  the  mind  of  man  could  conceive, 
they  should  accept  the  Amendment. 
Hon.  Members  made  very  mild  speeches 
in  this  House,  but  they  went  to  Ireland 
and  gave  advice  in  a  very  different 
tone.  What  would  happen  if  the  Ameiid- 
I  ment  were  accepted  would  be  that  when 
I  the  Bill  was  passed  a  man  who  held  an 
!  evicted  farm  would  be  "  advised  "  to  give 
up  the  farm  to  his  predecessor.  He 
recollected  the  time  of  the  Flan  of  Cam- 
pagin  when  the  advice  given  had  some- 
times a  very  unpleasant  effect  on  the 
person  advised. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  That  is  all 
old  history. 

Colonel  SAUNDEESON  :  It  was  true 
it  was  old  history,  but  it  was  history  he 
did  not  wish  to  see  repeated.  A  leopard 
could  not  change  his  spots  so  easily. 
(IronicalNAiiONALiSTchcers).  Hewasgiad 
hon.  Members  agreed  with  him.  Hon. 
Members  wished  these  things  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  he  was  willing  to  forget  them, 
but  the  acceptance  of  this  Amendment 
would  bring  to  light  these  things  they 
wished  to  forget.  He  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  reject  the  clause. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  would 
not  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  by  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  opposite  into  indulging  in 
any  kind  of  recriminations.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  who  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  make  a  speech 
on  this  question  without  giving  utter- 
ance to  irritating  remarks,  had  re- 
strained himself  fairly  well,  but  he  had 
made  one  mistake — yiz«,  that  when  speak- 
ing of  what  had  happened  during  the  Umt 
twenty-five  years,  and  the  strong  speeches 
that  had  been  made,  he  had  forgotten  that 
whereas  then  they  were  trying  to  make 
war  they  were  now  endeavouring  to  make 
peace.  H«  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  be  the  man  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  a  sincere  effort  to  remove, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  all  traces  of 
the  bitter  conflict  of  the  past.  He 
wished  he  could  impress  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary  an  adequate  idea  of  the  impor- 
tance attached  to  this  matter  in  Ireland. 
In   extent   the    question    was    a    very 
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■mall  one.    The  picture  which  had  been 
drawn  of  all  the  evicted  tenants  of  the 
last  twenty-five  years  rushing  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth   to  regain   their  old 
homes  was  absurd.    The  real  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  enable  tenants 
to  be  restored  to  their  homes  in  cases 
where  the  new  tenants  were  willing  to 
give   up   the   farms    and    make    other 
arrangements,    and    that     power     for 
that  purpose  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commission.    There   was 
no  intention  to  put  into  the  Bill  any 
provision  by  which  pressure,  direct  or 
indirect,  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
existing  tenants.    The  number  of  these 
new   tenants   who  were  real   bond  Jide 
agriculturists,    working  their   farms   as 
ordinary    farmers,    was    comparatively 
few ;  and  if  they  desired  to  continue  in 
their  holdings  he   would  not  give   his 
sanction    to  any  attempt  compuisorily 
to  get  them  out.   That  was  as  things 
were  now.   In  the  last  twenty-five  years 
they  had  tried  compulsion,  and  failed 
in  these  cases.     But  this   Amendment 
was  proposed  to  deal  not   with  these 
cases   but   with  the  others,    which   for 
the  most  part  concerned  men  who  were 
not  agriculturists   at  all,  but  who  had 
been  put  into  the  farms  to  carry  on  the 
war  on  the  part  of  the  landlords,  and 
had    probably    never   been    happy    or 
comfortable  in  their  surroundings.    The 
Amendment  asked  that  in  these  cases 
the  Estates  Commissioners  should  have 
power  to  bring  out  the  existing  tenants 
for  the  purpose  of  putting    others  in 
their  places.     Was  that  a  revolutionary 
or  improper  provision  1     It   would    be 
an  absolutely  voluntary  proceeding,  as 
nothing   could    be  done    without   the 
consent  of  the  tenant ;  and  if  it  was  true, 
as  he  understood  it  was,  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  already  possessed 
a  similar  power,  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  deny  it  to  this  new  Commission.     The 
Amendment  asked  also  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  should    have  power    in 
these  cases,  as  they  had  in  the  case  of 
all  new  tenants  under  the  Bill,  to  spend 
money   for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding, 
restocking,  and  giving  the  men  a  fresh 
start  in  life.    The  necessary  money  was 
already  in  the  Bill,  as  it  was  provided 
that  what  was  called  the  "  reserve  fund," 
amounting  to  £240,000    or   £250,000, 
should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 


Commissioners  for  this  very  work. 
Could  it  be  contended  that  the  un- 
fortunate evicted  tenants  were  to  be 
excluded  from  that  provision  1  They 
must  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as 
other  tenants,  and  he  would  be  greatly 
astonished  if  the  Chief  Secretary  was  not 
forced  to  take  that  view.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  so  far,  all  that 
remained  was  that  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  have  the  power  to  buy 
out  existing  tenants  in  order  to  put  in 
others,  and  as  it  was  purely  a  matter  of 
voluntary  agreement,  but  one  upon 
which  so  much  depended  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  good  feeUng  which  all 
desired  in  Ireland,  he  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  favou'ably  consider  the 
proposal. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Armagh  had  suggested 
that  the  Nationalist  Memb.^rs  were 
playing  a  part  in  this  matter,  their 
real  object  oeing  to  return  to  Irelaud 
and  rekindle  the  land  war  if  possible 
That  was  an  unworthy  suspicion.  Any 
intelligent  man  who  had  noted  their  act-i 
and  words  for  months  past  must  know 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
cherish  any  such  design,  unless,  indeed, 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
and  his  ol  owers  drove  them  into  adopt- 
ing that  course.  H '  entertained  no 
such  suspicion  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  and  his  friends.  He 
frankly  admitted  that  the  present  posi 
tion  would  have  been  utterly  impossible 
had  it  not  been  for  the  conciliatory  and 
generous  spirit  shown  by  men  like  Lord 
Dunraven  and  others.  The  least  the; 
Nationalist  Members  could  claim  was  the  X. 
they  should  be  given  credit  for  equal 
sincerity.  It  was  in  the  interest,  ot 
peace,  and  of  peace  alone,  they  pressed 
this  Amendment,  which  he  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  dea  with  m  a 
spirit  very  different  from  that  of  the 
speech  of  (he  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  North 
Armagh. 

♦SiE  JOHN  COLOMB  sincerely  wished 
this  question  had  been  left  untouched,  but 
the  matter  having  been  raised  he  was 
anxious  not  to  i  mpart  any  heat  or  rancou  r 
into  the  discussion.  He  credited  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  with  all  sincerity,  but 
while  they  were  doubtless  anxious  that 
2  F  2 
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there  should  be  no  further  land  war  they 
could  not  be  regarded  as  absolutely  con- 
trolling the  Irish  people.  They  had 
rivals  in  every  constituency,  and  they 
might  not  be  able  to  carry  their  wishes 
into  effect.  The  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  had  used  words  which  seemed  to 
imply  that  if  a  man  was  a  good  agricul- 
turist he  was  all  right. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  his  argu- 
ment was  that  there  were  certain  classes 
of  these  men  who  would  be  most  anxious 
to  give  up  their  holdings,  while  others 
would  not.  Why  should  those  who 
were  willing  to  give  them  up  be  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  1 

♦Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  claimed  the  evicted 
tenants  as  the  wounded  in  the  war 
because  they  took  a  certain  line  politi- 
cally. Those  tenants  allowed  themselves 
to  be  evicted  not  because  their  rents 
were  unfair  but  because  they  thought 
it  was  good  for  the  national  caxise. 
He  was  not  going  to  be  drawn  into 
saying  anything  that  would  produce 
heat,  but  he  claimed  that  if  compensa- 
tion was  given  to  the  wounded  it  should 
be  given  to  the  wounded  on  both  sides. 
What  about  the  shopkeepers  and  other 
people  who  had  been  ruined  in  this 
land  war,  and  who  were  neither  land- 
lords nor  tenants  1  He  thought  the 
best  course  to  pursue  would  be  to  con- 
sider this  war  closed  and  let  each  side 
bury  its  own  dead  and  cure  its  own 
wounded.  The  proposition  which  had 
been  put  forward  was  one  which  the 
Government  ought  not  to  accept.  It 
had  been  said  that  the  British  taxpayer 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  he  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it.  They  must 
remember  the  broad  fact  that  the 
British  taxpayer  was  practically  going 
to  be  the  landlord  in  the  future,  and 
the  British  taxpayers  would  ask  why 
these  extra  facilities  should  be  given  to 
put  on  to  farms  the  men  who,  for 
political  purposes,  had  allowed  themselves 
to  be  evicted.  There  was  a  body  of 
opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons 
which  regarded  this  Bill  with  appre- 
hension. 
Sir  John  Cdomb. 


At  this  point,  Mr.  Wyndham  moved 
to  the  end  of  the  Treasury  bench  and 
whispered  an  observation  to  Sir  John 
Colomb. 


Sir  JOHN  COLOMB,  resuming  hU 
remarks,  said  the  Chief  Secretary  did 
not  agree  with  him,  but  that  was  his 
view,  and  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  state 
it.  He  had  restrained  himself  in  deal- 
ing with  this  question  and  had  tried  to 
deal  with  a  great  and  a  really  grave 
subject  with  moderation,  with  reason, 
and  with  quietness.  He  should  listen 
with  great  interest  to  what  the  Chitl 
Secretary  had  to  say. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  perhaps 
he  ought  to  intervene  in  the  debate  at 
this  moment.  He  should  Hke  from  the 
first  to  take  the  whole  Committee  into 
his  confidence  as  to  what  was  the 
bearing  of  the  observation  he  had  ven- 
tured to  make  to  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  Otherwise  they  might  be 
mystified,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Molton  might  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  it  was  not  far  to  restrain  his  hon- 
and  gallant  friend  from  showing,  what 
the  Kitish  taxpayer  might  not  be  aware 
of,  what  was  a  real  danger  to  him.  The 
reason  why  he  interrupted  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  was  this,  that  any  money- 
used  under  Clause  11,  whether  for  this 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  was  not  only 
Irish  money,  but,  to  the  extent  of 
£250,000,  was  money  which  had  been 
earned  by  land  purchase  in  Ireland  in 
excess  of  all  that  was  required  to  pay 
interest  on  the  Sinking  Fund.  Tliere- 
fore  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Molton  should  not  begrudge  them  this 
nest  egg,  which  belonged  to  Ireland. 
What  they  were  to  do  with  it,  and 
whether  they  could  use  it  beneficially 
without  breaking  it  or  spilling  its 
contents  on  the  floor,  was  another 
matter ;  but  that  it  belonged  to  Ireland 
and  to  land  purchase  in  Ireland  was 
beyond  dispute.  His  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  had  said  that  he  had  exercised 
great  restraint  in  speaking  on  this 
subject.  He  thought  he  had,  and  he 
himself  rose  with  trepidation.  It  was 
almost  impossible  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  evicted  tenants  without  finding 
surging  memories  rising  up  in  one's  mind. 
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Upon  this  subject  they  were  carried  back 
to  the  Act  of  1891.  It  might  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  year  1891,  just  after 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  when  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  House  had  been 
throwing  a  good  deal  of  spirit  and  enter- 
prise into  his  Irish  Grovernment,  this , 
House  by  a  large  majority  put  a  clause . 
into  the  Land  Bill  which  opened  the  door  ' 
for  a  period  of  six  months,  so  that  there 
could  be  no  objection  now  to  the  principle  ^ 
of;  1891  in  regard  to  a  temporary 
chance  -  of  a  settlement.  Since  1891 
a  certain  number  of  men  had  occupied 
those  holdings,  and,  therefore,  although 
the  occasion  was  a  more  favourable 
one  now  owing  to  the  lapse  of  time 
and  to  the  efforts  of  both  sides  signing  the 
Conference  Report,  there  were  now  persons 
occupying  those  farms  from  which  others 
had  been  evicted.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Waterford  had  said  more 
than  once  that  he  and  his  party  had 
no  intention  of  touching  again  that  part  of 
the  question  themselves  or,  so  far  as  they  ; 
could,  of  permitting  it  to  be  touched  by 
compulsion,  direct  or  indirect,  that  illegiti- 
mately— there  could  be  no  legitimate 
pressure — by  any  form  of  pressure  at  all, 
no  man  who  owned  a  holding  in  Ireland 
which  was  once  occupied  by  another  was 
to  be  led  to  leave  that  holding  if  he 
desired  to  remain  on  it.  That  was  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  said,  and 
he  accepted  his  word. 

It  might  be  said  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  could 
not  govern  the  future,  but  how  high 
had  he  put  up  the  standard  at  this 
moment  1  How  high  was  it  put  up 
in  1894  ?  In  the  year  1894  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister  and  himself 
were  resisting  a  Bill  brought  in  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose  Burghs  dealing  with  this 
question,  and  they  resisted  it  to  the  best 
of  their  power.  What  was  the  tenor  of 
their  remarks  upon  that  occasion  f  He 
would  not  quote  what  he  himself  said,  but 
he  would  quote  the  remarks  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  His  right  hon.  friend,  after 
rehearsing  some  of  the  bitter  memories  of 
the  past,  which  they  did  not  wish  to 
allude  to  that  day,  said — 

"  But  no  hope  is  held  out  to  us  by  those  i|; 
whose  hands  rests  the  decision  of  the  qnestion. 
They  tell  us  in  plain  terms  that  when  it  suits 
them  they  will  nse  the  old  methods  for  the  old 
olqeots ;  and,  in  face  of  declarations  of  that 
loDd,  I  confess  that  this  House  will  he  obliged 


to  pause  before  it  usee  public  funds  and  public 
legislation  for  the  piu-pose  of  succouring  the 
wounded  soldiers  in  this  species  of  civil  war." 

The  Prime  Minister  went  on  to  say — 

"  If  that  section  or  party  would  hold  out  to 
us  any  hope  that  we  have  seen  an  end  of  these 
things,  and  that  we  need  never  look  for  a 
repstition  of  them  in  future,  I  for  one  would  not 
look  too  closely  either  into  the  amount  of 
money  which  we  are  asked  to  vote  or  into  the 
merits  of  those  who  are  to  receive  it." 

(Nationalist  Cheers.)   Hon.   Membera 

must  not  cheer  too  soon.      He  admitted 

that    that    did    not     dispose    of     the 

difficulty.    It  only  emphasised  the  fact 

to  which  his  right  hon.  friend  and  other 

hon.  Members  had  borne  witness — that 

they  did  wish  to  settle  this   question. 

I  He  took  it  from  the  speeches  made  the 

\  other    night   that   they  all  wished  to 

'  settle  it  and  they  did  not  mean  te  leave  it, 

unless  they  were  obliged  to  do  so,  out- 

I  standing  from  the    four  corners  of  the 

Bill.    It    was     difficult   to   bring    this 

question  in  without  using  some  means 

which  might  be  held  to  put  some  form 

of    pressure  upon   the  men  who   had 

taken    those  farms.     It  would    be  his 

duty  to  see  that  the  form  of  words  used 

in   the   Bill   was  not  capable   of  being 

abused  in  the  direction   of  pressure  on 

those  men  who  had  taken  these  farms — 

not  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 

and  his  followers,  but  by  persons  who 

I  might  disappoint  their  intentions.     He 

'  thought  the  hon.  Member  would  agree 

with  him  that  in  so  di£Scult  a  matter — 

I  a    matter  which     he     found   it    very 

difficult  to  handle  without  disturbing 

I  the  happy  conditions  that  had  hitherto 

\  prevailed — the  mere  phraseology  adopted 

'  became  a  matter  of  importance.    They 

were  all  agreed  that  there  must  be  no 

compulsion  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 

they    wanted    to    settle     the    evicted 

'  tenants  question. 

llie  other  night  he  laid  down  three 
\  principles  for  dealing  with  this  question. 
I  The  first  was  that  there  should  be  no 
'  compulsion ;  the  second,  that  they  must 
!  give  equal  treatment  to  all  classes  of  per- 
i  sons  with  whom  the  Act  would  deal ;  the 

third,  that  there  must  be  no  special  men- 
j  tion  of  evicted  tenants.     It  might  be  a 

question  of  proper  administration,  that 
I  the  evicted  tenants  difficulty  was  a  thing 
.  to  be  easily  settled  in  one  part  of  Ireland 
j  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  including 

the  landlords ;  while  in  another  part  of 
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Ireland  such  a  question  as,  for  example, 
the  labourers'  question,  might  be  so  acute 
that  no  one  would  suggest  that  the  first 
and  most  obvious  thing  to  do  was  to  find 
farms  for  the  evicted  tenants.  He  held, 
therefore,  that,  while  they  ou^t  not  to 
exclude  anything  from  the  Bill  which 
might  conduce  to  the  settlement  of  this 
question,  they  ought  not  to  push  into  the 
very  forefront  of  the  Bill  a  contentious 
matter  in  such  a  form  of  words  as  to  leave 
posterity  to  think  that  they  held  this  to 
be  the  most  vital  question  of  all.  It 
might  be  so  not  unnaturally  in  the  minds 
of  some,  but  in  the  minds  of  others  other 
questions  were  equally  vital;  and  he 
thought  the  matter  must  be  left  to  the 
tact  and  good  sense  of  those  who  had  to 
administer  the  Bill,  and  to  the  absolute 
harmony  of  conviction  prevailing  amongst 
all  classes  in  Ireland  that  the  sore  ought 
to  be  healed.  In  Clause  11  of  the  Bill,  it 
was  undoubted  that  the  Commission  had 
powers  to  take  steps  for  benefiting  and 
improving  an  estate.  According  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  Statutes  Act  the  word 
"estate"  carried  the  plural  and  meant 
estates  generally.  The  first  sub-section  of 
Clause  2  was  as  follows— 

"The  Land  CTomniission  maj',  when  an 
•state,  or  untenanted  land,  is  vetted  in  them, 
take  such  steps  and  execute,  or  cause  to  be 
executed,  such  works  as  may  appear  expedient 
for  the  benefit  or  improvement  of  the  estate, 
or  untenanted  land." 

In  making  provisions  for  improvement 
of  estates  under  the  clause  the  Com- 
missioners were  not  pinned  down 
within  the  limits  of  one  estate.  There 
was  under  that  clause  a  fund,  which 
might  be  used  as  a  roving  fund,  of 
£250,000,  which  was  the  working  capital 
necessary  to  fructify  the  financing  of 
the  sum  of  £5,000,000.  He  held  that 
they  ought  not  to  lay  it  down  that  the 
Commissioners  should  at  once  turn 
their  attention  to  this  question  of  the 
evicted  tenants,  and  use  a  large  slice  of 
this  working  capital  for  that  purpose; 
but  it  was  indubitable  that  under  Clause 
11  the  working  capital  might  be  used 
for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  a 
congerie  of  estates  on  which  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  at  work, 
and  in  many  cases  it  would  be  the  very 
object  which  everybody  would  wish  to 
carry  out.  He  was  convinced  that  if 
what  he  now  said  was  accepted  on  both 
sides     within    a     very    short   time  an 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


example  of  peace  and  harmony  givoi  Id 
one  place  would  be  rapidly  followed  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland.  The  bads  of 
the  whole  discussion  was  that  there 
should  he  no  compulsion ;  but  on  the 
other  hand  he  could  not  disguise  from 
the  Committee  that  if  these  words  were 
put  in  here,  drawing  such  pointed 
attention  to  a  particular  class,  then 
there  would  be  speeches  from  this  dde 
of  the  House  throwing  doubt  on  the 
possibility  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Waterford  and  Cork  being  able  to  carry 
out  their  intention.  They  would  throw 
down  an  apple  of  discord.  It  would  lie 
better  to  take  the  clause  as  it  stood,  »nd 
make  no  invidious  selection,  which  was 
bound  to  throw  them  back  into  the 
futile  controversies  of  the  past 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  in  the  spirit  of  a 
statesman.  He  recognised  the  delicacy  of 
the  question  and  his  own  great  responsi- 
bility. Might  he  say  to  hon.  Oentlemen 
opposite,  on  the  landlords'  side,  one  or  two 
things.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Great  Yarmouth  said  that  there  were 
wounded  soldiers  on  both  sides,  but 
had  he  forgotten  that  the  landlords  were 
to  get  £12,000,000  to  bury  their  deadt 
That  was  a  good  contribution  to  the 
funeral  expenses.  Certainly  on  this  side 
of  the  House  they  were  not  so  well 
provided.  Let  him  remind  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  that,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  had  truly  said,  they  were  open 
to  much  misrepresentation  for  proposing 
what  was  in  reality  a  grabbers'  com- 
pensation clause.  Then  the  Government 
were  going  to  propose  by-and-by  a  land 
agents'  compensation  and  bailiffs'  com- 
pensation clause,  and  even  the  income 
tax  collectors  were  to  get  some  considera- 
tion. Was  it  unrea-sonable  for  the  Irish 
Members  on  their  part  to  claim  some- 
thing for  the  ragged  fringes  in  thi» 
question,  while  they  were  fully  willing 
to  give  those  men  who  had  taken  the 
farms  full  compensation,  and  to  provide 
at  the  same  time  the  possibility  o£ 
reinstating  the  former  occupiers  of  the 
land  I  His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Waterford,  had  made  to-night  as  remark- 
able a  declaration  as  he  had  ever  heard 
in  this  House,  and  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  was  couched  in  the 
same  tone.    He  did  think  that  Membera 
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on  this  side  of  the  House,  speaking  on 
thoir  responsibility  for  their  people, 
regarded  their  words  as  good  coin  in 
Ireland,  and  would  not  be  gone  back  on 
by  those  alleged  competitors  which  an 
hoQ.  Member  had  said  he  had  in  his  own 
Constituency.  Well,  he  himself  had 
no  competitor  in  his  own  constituency 
except  himself.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  had  stated  that  he 
would  guarantee  to  this  House,  if 
thb  Amendment  were  accepted,  on 
behalf  of  his  Party  and  on  behalf  of  his 
organisation,  that  those  who  had  taken 
farms  and  were  not  willing  to  surrender 
them  should  be  left  unmolested  in  their 
holdings.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Great  Yarmouth  referred  to  the  | 
clause  as  one  which  did  not  cover  the  i 
case  of  shopkeepers.  No  doubt  he  had 
in  his  mind  the  Tallow  case.  The  clause 
did  cover  that  case.  It  applied  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  O'Keefe,  who  took  a  farm, 
and  it  would  enable  him  to  get  com- 
pensation if  he  surrendered,  or,  upon  the 
other  hand,  the  very  significant  promise 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
guaranteed  to  him,  if  he  failed  to 
surrender  the  farm,  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  thought  this  capitulation — he  did  not 
use  the  word  oflFensively  but  in  its  strict 
legal  meaning — on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Cork  a»;d  Waterford  was 
well  worthy  of  being  entertained  by 
this  House.  It  had  been  accepted  in 
that  sense  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
he  thought  they  had  a  guarantee  in  the 
situation  created  by  these  declarations, 
and  in  the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, which  made  as  much  for  permanent 
peace  in  the  country  as  the  Dunraven 
Treaty  itself. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  could 
add  a  word  or  two  which  might  be  of 
use  to  the  Committee.  Many  years  ago, 
when  the  land  war  was  at  its  height,  he 
took  an  active  part  in  forming  what 
was  called  the  Derelict  Land  Trust, 
whch  raised  thousands  of  pounds  for 
the  purpose  of  planting  men  on  the 
evicted  tenants'  farms.  That  being  so, 
he  did  not  think  he  ought  to  remain 
silent  altogether  on  this  occasion.  The 
first  thing  he  wished  to  say  was  that 
that  was  done  as  an  act  cf  war.  He 
had  followed  the  course  of  these  planters 


since.  He  knew  many  of  them,  and 
was  brought  into  contact  with  them 
personally.  Their  career  had  not  been 
a  happy  one.  They  had  not  achieved 
any  success.  As  a  simple  matter  of  fact, 
he  believed  this  question  was  not  a  large 
one  in  the  sense  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  said. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  small  and 
narrow  one,  and  that,  with  very  little 
arrangement  and  inducement,  these  men 
would  gladly  go  out  of  their  holdings 
and  make  room  for  those  who  had  lost 
them,  not  from  bankruptcy,  or  thrift- 
letsness,  or  drunkenness,  but  only 
because  of  the  land  war,  and  because 
they  stood  in  the  front  of  the  firing  line. 
Very  few  of  these  men  had  succeeded. 
How  could  they  1  He  was  not  very 
sure  but  that  the  people  to  be  most 
benefited  by  this  Amendment,  and 
who  would  rejoice  most  if  it  were  carried, 
were  the  planters.  He  thought  it  right 
to  say  that  because  he  spoke  from 
personal  knowledge  of  many  of  the 
planters  and  their  circumstances.  The 
Commiftee  might  take  it  from  him  that 
these  men  were  not  fixtures  as  farmers 
were;  they  were  put  in  as  an  act  of 
war,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  go  out 
on  terms  now  that  peace  had  been 
proclaimed.  It  had  been  said  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  were  very  keen  upon 
this  question,  and  some  members  of 
the  Committee  had  made  comments  on 
that  fact.  He  would  think  very  much 
worse  of  hon.  Members  opposite  if  they 
were  not  keenly  and  desperately  in 
earnest  in  trying  to  get  the  best  terms 
for  these  men  who  had  fought  with 
them  and  for  them,  and  who  had  suffered 
the  consequences  of  the  war. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  had  always 
held  that  this  question  was  one  of  the 
most  vital  connected  with  the  Bill,  and 
that  on  its  solution  would  depend  in  large 
measure  the  spirit  in  which  this  Act 
was  administered  in  Ireland,  and  the 
attitude  of  the  Irish  landlords  towards 
its  administration.  But,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  the  Irish  Members 
to  accept  his  fair  and  agreeable  words, 
his  assurance  that  these  men  would  be 
humanely  and  generously  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  the  agreement  of  the 
Land  Conference,  he  listened  in  vain  to 
obtain  from  the  representatives  of  the 
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Irish  landlords  the  slightest  degree  of 
Jiope  that  their  voice  would  be  raised  in 
the  same  direction.  What  was  the  use 
of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman's  fair 
«nd  agreeable  words  if  it  was  stated 
from  the  benches  opposite  that  ven- 
geance was  still  to  be  the  doctrine 
preached  in  the  administration  of  this 
Act.  He  had  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Armagh  would  haveshown  a  willingness 
to  make  it  possible  for  them  to  work  for 
peace  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Qentleman  talked  about  for- 
getting the  past ;  but  how  were  they  to 
forget  the  past  if  the  evicted  tenants 
were  to  be  treated  in  the  spirit  which 
had  been  shown  that  night  1 


Colonel 
spirit  1 


SAUNDERSON :      What 


Mr,  DILLON  said  he  did  not  want  to 
use  strong  words ;  he  meant  the  spirit  of 
want  of  forgiveness,  want  of  generosity, 
and  want  of  any  genuine  desire  for 
peace  in  Ireland. 

CoLONGL  SAUNDERSON  said  he  had 
already  stated  in  the  House  that  he  was 
ready,  and  he  believed  that  the  landlords 
in  Ireland  were  ready,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  see  the  evicted  tenants  reinstated,  so 
long  as  that  did  not  involve  the  eviction 
of  the  present  holders. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  eviction  of 
the  present  holders  had  not  been  de- 
manded by  the  Nationalist  Memberp. 
Had  they  made  no  concession,  when 
they  retired  from  the  position  which  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland  had  taken  up  in 
saying  that  these  men  should  be  evicted  1 
The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had 
the  singular  want  of  taste  and  judgment 
to  say  that  the  Nationalist  Members 
might  find  rivals  in  their  constituencies 
who  would  make  it  hot  for  them.  Yes ; 
that  might  be  true  if  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  pursued  the  policy  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  If  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  wanted  them  to  re 
deem  the  pledge  sincerely  given  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
that  these  men  would  be  secure  from  all 
molestation  in  the  future,  then  he  had 
taken  a  very  bad  way  to  do  it.  Did  he 
i  magine  that  the  Nationalist   Members 

Mr.  Dillon. 
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were  to  be  sent  home  to  Ireland  abso- 
lutely empty-handed    in    this  matter  t 
The  right    hon.    and    gallant    Member 
must  give  them   something.      He  had 
thought  that  the  whole  of  these  discus- 
sions were  to  go  on  on  new  lines,  that 
both  sides  were  desirous  of  seeking  peace 
by  mutual  concessions,  and  above   all, 
that  both  sides  were  desirous  of  showing 
and  proving  that  they  had  no  wish    to 
intliot  injury    in    respect  of  what  was 
past.     What  would  this  c<mcesuon    in- 
volve 1    That  no  pressure  would  be  put 
upon  any  tenant  in  Ireland   who  now 
occupied  a  holding  to  go  out  of  it.  The 
only    way    in    which    there    could     be 
security  against  pressure  was   to    meet 
them   fairly.       He    supposed   that    the 
amount  of  money  involved    would  per- 
haps amount  to    £100,000.     He    had 
listened  with  curiosity  and  surprise    to 
the    extreme  anxiety  displayed   by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Yarmouth 
in  behalf  of  the  British  taxpayer,  when 
it  came  to  a  gift  of   £100,000    to    the 
tenants  to  heal  this  sore ;  but  there  was 
no  anxiety    on    the   hon.  and    gallant 
Gentleman's  part  for  the   British   tax- 
payer when, it  came  to  giving  a  bonus  of 
£12,000,000   to  the  Irish  landlords,  and 
when  he  was  claiming  twenty-five  yeais 
purchase  for  his  own  estate.       He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  it,   but  there 
seemed  to  be  a  feeling  on  the  part  of 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  accept 
all  the  good  terms  ofi°ered  to  the  land- 
lords, and  still  to  retain  the  base  »nd 
unworthy    pleasure   of  punishing    the 
evicted  tenants.    That  was  not  the  spirit 
in  which  the  landlords  could  bring  this 
question  to  a  peaceful  and   happy  con- 
clusion.    In  his  opinion   the  landlords 
were   making  a  very  great  mistake  in 
that  attitude,  even  from  a  money  point 
of     view.        Hon.     Members    opposite 
thought  it  good   policy  to  hint  at  this 
particular  stage — though  it    was   never 
heard  of  at  an  earlier   stage— that  the 
influence  of  the  Nationalist  Members  in 
Ireland  might  disappear,  and  that  other 
great  forces  might  arise  which  would  set 
them  aside,  and  carry  on  (he  land  war. 
His  answer  to  that  waathat  lion  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  taking  the  very   btst 
possible  way  to  make    that   new  fight 
inevitable  and  formidable.     The  passage 
of  the  Bill  went  ^smoothly  and  quietly 
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until  some  coaceasions  were  asked  for  the 
ttnanls.  Then,  forgetting  the  generous 
tenns  obtained  for  themselves,  the 
landlords'  representatives  iinmediutely 
shonred  their  teeth,  and  opposed  every 
concession  to  the  tenants  whatever.  He 
put  it  to  these  hon.  Members  opposite, 
irho  only  appeared  to  be  accessible  to  the 
pocket  argument,  did  they  think  that 
such  a  temper  as  they  had  dis- 
played would  facilitate  the  bargains 
which  they  were  to  make  with  the  ten- 
ants 1  It  was  one  of  the  charactoristics 
of  the  Irish  people  that  they  would  go  a 
long  way  to  make  concessions  if  these 
were  carried  out  in  an  atmosphere  of 

teneral  reconciliation  and  goodwill ;  and 
e  believed  that  in  such  an  atmosphere 
the  landlords  would  get  a  higher  price  for 
their  land  than  they  would  if  they  gave 
to  the  tenantrv  of  Ireland,  and  the 
general  pubUc  of  Ireland,  the  impression 
that  they  were  still  animated  by  bitter- 
ness and  a  spirit  of  vengeance. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  wished 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  was 
correct  in  understanding  the  right  hon. 
Grentlenian  to  say  that,  under  Clause  11, 
the  Estates  Commissioners  were  to  have 
aU  the  powers  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  would  have  the  power  to  use 
money  at  their  disposal  for  rebuilding 
and  restocking  any  new  holdings  to  be 
created  under  the  Act.  Had  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  the  power  to  buy 
out  the  interests  of  existing  tenants  in 
order  to  put  the  evicted  tenants  in ;  and 
if  so,  had  the  Elstate  Commissioners  that 
power  under  Clause  111  Secondly,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  money  under 
Clause  11,  which  was  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Estate  Commissioners,  was  available 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  for  the  purpose 
of  restocking  and  rebuilding  farms, 
such  as  these  eviction  farms  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  his  answer 
to  these  two  questions  was  certainty  in 
the  affirmative.  The  use  of  the  powers 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners  was  to  be 
governed  by  all  he  had  said  that  night, 
and  the  other  night. 

Mr.  JOHN  EEDMOND  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  put  words  in 
the  Bill  which  would  make  that  plain. 


Me.    HERBERT     ROBERTSON 

(Hackney,  S.)  said  it  was  unfortunate 
that  when  the  proceedings  had  gone  so 
harmoniously  this  heat  had  been  generated. 
He  thought  there  had  been  a  distinct 
misunderstanding  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  as  to  the  position  of  the  Irish 
landlords  on  this  occasion.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  that  in  his  opinion 
the  Irish  landlords  were  actuated  by 
hostility  to  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  The  two  representatives 
who  spoke. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said 
he  understood  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  referred  to  che  general  body  of 
Irish  landlords  ;  and  he  could  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords, including  the  two  Gentlemen 
pointed  at,  did  not  retain  the  least 
hostility  to  the  evicted  tenants.  Every 
landlord  in  Ireland  desired  that  all 
cause  of  trouble  and  dispute  should  be 
buried.  Their  point  was  simply  that  the 
present  tenants  should  not  be  coerced, 
either  indirectly  or  directly,  to  give  up 
their  rights.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
had  no  hostility  to  the  evicted  tenants, 
and  were  glad  to  see  them  placed  in  the 
best  position  consistent  with  the  absence 
of  any  coercion  towards  the  present 
tenants.  Under  this  Bill  various  powers 
were  given.  Money  was  promised  to 
enable  these  evicted  tenants  to  secure 
other  holdings.  Power  was  also  given  to 
deal  with  these  particular  lands ;  estates 
might  be  bought,  and  tenants'  interests 
might  be  purchased,  and  there  was 
nothing  whatsoever  in  the  Bill  to  prevent 
even  the  exact  scheme  drawn  up  by  the 
Amendment  from  being  carried  out. 
The  only  exception,  perhaps,  was  that  of 
money.  This  question  could  not  Iw 
settled  by  mere  money.  But  the  Bill 
gave  ample  powers  for  the  shifting  of 
tenants.  If  a  tenant  was  in  possession  of 
an  evicted  holding  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  his  changing  his  holding.  The 
whole  of  these  estates  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Land  Commission.  They  might 
be  dealt  with  as  one  estate,  and  it  was 
perfectly  possible  under  the  Bill  to  make 
a  shifting  arrangement.  The  Amend- 
ment appeared,  to  a  certain  extent,  to 
limit  the  powers  of  the  Commission  rather 
than  to  extend  them.  It  said,  in  fact, 
they  might  not  make  arrangements  with 
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the  tenant  of  an  evicted  holding,  except 
under  certain  limited  terms.  That  was 
not  the  way  to  deal  with  these  tenants. 
Tlie  Commissioners  had  the  power  to  give 
them  another  holding,  and  the  evicted 
tenant  could  be  replaced  by  means  of  the 
money  grant  to  be  given  under  the  Bill. 
It  had  been  admitted  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  sympathetically  asserted 
that  it  was  his  wish  and  desire  that  this 
question  should  be  settled;  but  it  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  that  the  Irish  landlords  had  not 
delivere<l  themselves  in  the  same  sense. 
On  behalf  of  the  Irish  landlords,  however, 
he  begged  to  say  that  they  took  exactly 
the  same  view  as  that  entertained  by  the 
Chief  Secretary;  they  were  just  as 
anxious  to  pour  oil  on  these  troubled 
waters.  He  felt  certain  that  the  object 
would  be  better  secured  by  relying  on 
the  declarations  that  had  been  made  than 
by  inserting  in  the  Bill  anything  to  limit 
rather  than  increase  its  powers.  He  made 
these  observations  with  a  view  to,  and  in 
the  hope  of,  securing  a  spirit  of  tran- 
quillity in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  state  whether,  in 
a  case  where  a  farm  was  occupied  by  a 
new  tenant,  and  the  latter  was  willing  to 
go  to  another  farm,  or  to  receive  a  certain 
sum  as  compensation  for  relinquishing  his 
holding,  the  Land  Commissioners,  if 
they  thought  it  fit  an  arrangement 
should  be  made,  would  have  the  power 
to  make  such  arrangement  under 
Clause  11. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  thought 
the  question  was  very  largely  met.  He 
b<!lieved,  in  spite  of  what  had  been  said 
to  the  contrary,  that  a  great  majority 
of  the  landlords  would  be  glad  to  have 
some  arrangement  by  which  new 
tenants  of  evicted  farms  would  give 
them  up  and  allow  the  old  tenants  to 
be  reinstated.  He  had  been  approached 
by  friends  of  landlords  in  the  county 
of  Clare  with  regard  to  bringing  about 
a  settlement  of  that  nature.  In  one 
case  the  new  tenant  had  carried  on 
the  farm  without  profit  either  to 
himself  or  the  landlord,  and  they  wore 
extremely  anxious  for  an  arrangement 
t<>  be  made.    A  resale  was  arrived  at, 
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the  new  tenant  surrendered  the  farm 
voluntarilr,  and  the  old  tenant  was 
restored. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.  N.)  said  all  they 
desired  was  to  include  in  the  four  comers 
of  the  Bill  the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted 
tenants  so  far  as  possible  on  an  equitable 
basis.  There  could  not  be  the  difficulty 
that  some  hon.  Members  had  tried  to 
make  out,  because  he  knew  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  evicted  farms  whioh 
were  being  worked  at  the  present  time 
by  the  occupants  at  a  loss,  and  which 
were  rented  at  much  lower  sums  than 
had  been  paid  by  the  former  tenants. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Committee    report 
again  this  evening. 


Progress;  to    sit 


EVENING  SITTING. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  5 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  18,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  (4)  '  Where  the  Estates  Oommiasioner* 
purchase  an  estate  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  or  where  the  landlord  is  seUing  his 
estate  to  the  tenants  or  former  tenants  thereof 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  there  are 
upon  such  estate  tenants  iu  occupation  of 
holdings  from  which  other  tenants  were  evicted 
within  twenty-five  years  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Estates 
Commissioners  to  arrange  for  the  surrender 
to  them  or  to  the  landlord,  as  the  case  may  be, 
of  such  holdings  by  the  tenants  in  oocupattoo 
thereof,  on  suci  terms  as  may  bo  agreed  upon, 
including  the  transfer  of  such  tenants  to  other 
holdings  or  the  payment  of  such  sums  of  money 
as  compensation  for  such  surrenders  as  they 
may  think  fit,  not  exceeding  in  any  one  case 
twice  the  amount  of  the  annual  rent  payable 
by  each  such  tenant.  And,  upon  such 
surrender  as  aforesaid  being  made,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Estates  Commissioners  to 
reinstate  in  their  holdings  the  former  tenants 
thereof,  and  thereupon  such  former  tenants  so 
reinstated  shall  have  the  same  rights  under 
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the  Land  Parchase  A.ct8  as  they  wonld  have 
had  if  they  had  never  been  evicted  from  anch 
holdings.' "^—Clfr.  WUliam  0' Brien.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  FLYNN,  continuing  his  remarks, 
said  he  thought  on  this  occasion  the 
raprefientatives  of  the  landlords  might 
hare  acted  more  generously.  Whatever 
objections  the  Irish  Nationidists  had  to 
the  Bill  those  objections  had  nothing  to 
do  with  what  the  landlords  would  get 
out  of  it,  and  it  was  disappointing  to  find 
hon.  (jrentlemen  opposite  coming  forward 
now  and  invoking  the  sacred  name  of 
the  British  taxpayer  who,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  hon.  Members,  had  been  for 
many  years  a  by- word  and  reproach,  but 
who,  whether  they  had  been  right  or 
wrong  in  their  action,  were  entitled  to  be 
considered.  This  clause  would  only 
come  into  operation  when  the  land- 
lord sold  direct  to  the  Land  CJommission 
and  not  when  he  and  his  tenants 
agreed  together.  He  would  not  pro- 
long the  discussion,  because  he  was 
in  hopes  that  the  Government  had 
not  really  said  the  last  word  on  this 
matter.  He  hoped  that  before  the  discus 
sion  came  to  an  end  they  would  have  a 
communication  from  the  Government 
that  they  were  prepared  to  go  somewhat 
further,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  make  Clause 
11  more  comprehensive.  No  self-re 
specting  body  of  public  men  in  Ireland 
would  ever  consent  to  the  d  Uberate 
abandonment  of  the  evicted  tenants  of 
Ireland,  who  had  made  those  great 
sacrifices  for  principle,  without  trying  to 
do  something  to  prevent  them  being  a 
by- word  and  a  reproach. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  consider  whether 
before  they  came  to  Clause  11  he  could 
not  introduce  some  words  that  wouH  save 
them  from  the  possibility  of  the  failure 
of  the  object  they  had  so  much  at  heart. 
He  also  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  would  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  Oommissioners  under  Clause  11,  so 
that  those  powers  should  apply  to  the 
case  of  direct  transactions  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  as  well  as  to  cases  in 
which  the  land  was  vested  in  the  Com- 
missioners^ 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  quite 
ready  in  respect  of  this  question  and 
other  questions  which  might  arise  to  see 
before  Beport  whether  it  was  possible  in 
all  cases  to  deal  with  estates,  which  the 
landlord  sold  to  his  tenants  by  private 
arrangement,  on  all  fours  with  the  pro- 
cedure applicable  to  estates  held  by  the 
Commissioners.  He  was  bound  to  say, 
however,  that  there  were  great  practical 
difficulties,  particularly  when  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money  was  being  dealt 
with.  That  did  not  preclude  an  arrange- 
ment being  come  to  on  many  of  these 
questions,  because  where  the  employ- 
ment of  public  funds  was  proper  and 
desirable  the  simple  plan  was  for  the 
landlord  to  sell  that  part  of  his  property 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners.  He  did 
not  think  that,  as  far  as  principle  wa« 
concerned,  there  was  any  difference 
between  himself  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  As  far  as  the  easy  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  a  good  deal  between 
them  however,  but  they  were  in 
far  closer  agreement  than  many  would 
have  supposed.  They  practically  came 
to  agreement  on  the  previous  Wednesday , 
when  he  ventured  to  lay  down  three 
principles — (1)  that  it  was  desirable  to 
settle  the  evicted  tenants  question — (2) , 
that  no  pressure  in  favour  of  the  evicted 
tenants  should  be  put  on  those  holdings 
now  in  the  occupation  of  others,  and  (3) 
that  in  using  the  powers  of  this  Bill  to 
settle  the  land  question  they  ought 
not  to  single  out  one  class  for  preferential 
treatment  to  the  detriment  of  another. 
All  those  principles  were  accepted 
without  dissent.  They  were  affirmed  in 
Clause  2,  and  must  be  also  affirmed  in 
Clause  11,  and  if  Clause  11  was  not 
perspicuous  it  must  be  made  so. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attitude  toward* 
this  Amendment  was,  under  difficult 
circumstances,  a  friendly  and  satisfactory 
one  No  one  regretted  more  than  he 
did  one  or  two  passages  in  the  rather 
unhappy  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh,  but 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind  he  was  not 
disposed  to  magnify  differences,  and  he 
preferred  to  remember  the  frank  and 
friendly  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Hackney.     He  could  not  forget 

Digitized  by  V^UUyiC 


«71 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


LandBiU. 


872 


also  that  in  this  and  other  critical 
passages  ot  the  Bill  those  who  had  a 
right  to  speak  for  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  landlords  had  not  failed  to  show 
their  sympathy.  They  recognised  that 
tubstantially  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  gained,  and  as  they  did  not 
wish  to  fight  for  shadows  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  it ;  but  he  hoied  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  devise 
«ome  means  that  would  save  him  and 
them  from  the  lawyers. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DILLON  moved  the  omission  c^ 
Sub-section  (4),  which  apparently  gave 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  under  certain 
circumstances  the  power  to  enable  the 
Estates  Commissioners  to  buy  an  estate 
without  taking  any  steps  to  inquire  what 
price  the  tenants  were  able  to  give. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
i4)."-{Mr.  THllon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  sub 
•  section  would  be  necessary  to  the  pro- 
per working  of  the  Act.  On  many 
properties  in  Ireland  there  were 
difficulties  as  to  the  arrangements  for 
access  to  turbary  and  other  easements, 
which  wore  hard  to  overcome,  and  the 
landlord  was  hung  up  by  quarrels,  not 
between  himself  and  his  tenantry,  but 
between  two  sections  of  his  tenantry. 
It  was  to  meet  such  cases  that  the  sub- 
section was  intended.  But  the  matter 
was  one  Mhich  could  perhaps  be  better 
diecusacd  on  Clause  17. 

Mr.  DILLON  faid  the  advantage  of 
freely  discussing  these  points  was  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  completely  converted  him  to 
the  idea  that  the  Amendment  was  un- 
necessary. He  would  therefore  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  like 
to  point  out  that  they  were  putting  a 
great    deal    of     responsibility    on  the 

Mr.  WiUiam  ffBrien, 


Estates  Commissioners,  and  they  oould 
not  undertake  to  give  them  minute  in- 
structions in  all  these  small  matters. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TULLY  moved  an  Amendment 
empowering  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  where 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace,  to  dispense  with  the  conditions 
as  to  vduntary  sale,  and  to  direct  the 
application  of  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Clauses  Act  to  the  purchase  of  an 
estate.  He  said  that  the  Amendment 
was  to  provide  for  those  cases  where 
disturbance  resulted  from  variation  in  the 
conditions  of  neighbouring  tenants. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  desirable 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  have  this 
power.  The  Amendment  was  suggested 
by  hon.  Members  belonging  to  the 
liberal  Party,  and  he  regretted  that 
some  were  not  present  at  that  moment 
to  advocate  it.  The  concessions  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  practically 
wiped  out  the  zone  system,  and  he  did 
not  believe  tenants  would  purchase 
unless  under  Schedule  prices.  In  Gal- 
way  in  1890  the  average  price  of  land 
was  fourteen  years  purchase ;  in  1892  it 
was  sixteen  years  purchase,  and  in  1894 
it  was  ten  years  purchase.  In  1896  it 
was  eleven  years,  whereas  in  1895  it  was 
thirteen  years.  In  Mayo,  Roscommon, 
and  Sligo  the  averages  had  varied  from 
six  to  sixteen  years  purchase,  and  it 
certainly  would  not  be  fair  to  compd 
new  purchasers  to  purchase  under  a 
zone  system  which  would  make  the 
price  equal  to  thirty-two  years  purchase 
of  second-term  rents.  It  could  only 
produce  public  disturbance  He  begged 
to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  the  Lord  Lieuteoant  shall,  where  it 
is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  i>eaoe, 
dispense  with  the  condiiions  as  to  volnntaiy 
sale,  and  direct  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Clauses  Act  as  shall  applv  to  the  i>urcbase 
of  an  estate  by  the  Land  Commission  and 
the  resale  to  the  tenants  where  it  can  be 
efTected  without  prospect  of  loss.' " — (Mr. 
luUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  be  could  not 
see  how  volunUiry  purchase  could  lead 
to  disturbance.  The  Amendment  would 
rather  defeat  its  own  object  of  promot- 
ing the  peace.  All  were  agreed  to  give 
the  present  Bill  a  trial ;  and  the  whole 
of  Ireland  was  united  in  putting  com- 
pulsion on  one  side.  [Mr.  Dillon  : 
For  the  present.]  Then  why  bring 
up  this  question  of  compulsion  again 
and  again  when  it  had  no  chance  of 
acceptance  by  any  section  of  the  House  1 

Mb.  TULLY  said  he  brought  it  up 
because  on  the  Second  Reading  he  had 
no  chance  of  stating  his  views  on  it. 
He  would,  however,  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  DILLON  rose  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  introduce  a  power  of 
compulsion  in  dealing  with  these  ques- 
tions. He  said  they  were  making  a 
really  serious  attempt  to  deal  with,  the 

froblem  of  re-settlement  in  the  West  of 
reland,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
found  to  be  the  universal  opinion  that, 
unless  some  form  of  compulsion  was 
introduced,  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
settle  the  question.  He  had  on  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  to  Clause  72,  to 
give  compulsory  powers  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  that  the 
point  could  not  be  discussed  at  that 
stage,  and  the  Amendment  was  not 
therefore  proposed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,line  29, to  leave  oat  fromthe  word 
'  case '  tx>  end  of  line  30."— {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  TULLY  next  moved  an  Amend- 
ment extending  the  definition  of  an 
estate  under  the  clause.  He  pointed  out 
that  a  large  number  of  small  tenants 
on  the  fringe  of  gracing  farms  were 
absolutely  shut  out  by  the  definition 
given  in  the  sub-section,  and  he  said  he 
was  confident  that  the  acceptance  of 
his  Amendment  would  give  universal 
satisfaction  in  Ireland. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pige  4,  line  3i,  to  leave  out  the  wordu 
'an  estate,'  and  to  insert  the  words 
'any  estate  in  the  province  of  Connaught, 
and  counties  of  Donegal,  Clare,  Kerry,  and 
Ck)rk.'  "—{Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mb.  wyndham  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  coukl  not  have  considered 
the  matter  very  carefully.  The  Amend- 
ment would  not  effect  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view,  and  he  ought  to  re- 
member that  congestion  was  sporadic. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to/' 

Mr.  murphy  pointed  out  that, 
according  to  Sub-section  4  of  Clause  1, 
congested  estates  were  excluded  from 
the  zones,  and  he  thought  it  very 
necessary  to  add  the  words,  "  or  part  of 
an  estate  situated  in  a  congested  districts 
county."  This  Amendment  would  cover- 
such  cases  as  that  of  the  Kenmare 
estate  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  the 
congested  portion  of  which  would  be 
shut  out  by  the  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  wanted  to  protect 
the  tenants  of  the  bad  part  of  that 
estate. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  port  of  an  estate  sitnat^  in  a  con- 
gested districts  county.' " 


Question     proposed, 
words  be  there  inserted." 


'  That     those 


Mr.  wyndham  pointed  out  that 
the  scheduling  of  congested  districts  was 
somewhat  accidental  and  arbitrary,  and 
it  was  notorious  that  in  uncongested 
districts  they  might  have  a  worse  state  of 
affairs  than  in  congested  districts.  The 
Government  came  forward  with  this 
plan  for  defining  congestion  wherever  it 
existed,  and  congestion  so  defined  was 
outside  any  provision  other  than  that  it 
might  be  bought,  while  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  improvements  which  might  be 
necessary  to  improve  the  state  of  affairs, 
public  money  to  the  extent  of  10  per 
cent,  on  the  aggregate  transactions  might 
be  expended. 
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Mr.  DILLON  agreed  that  the  definition 
ought  to  extend  to  all  congestion,  but  the 
original  definition  of  a  congested  district 
was  preposterous.  He  had  an  Amend- 
ment lower  on  the  Paper  which  he 
thought  was  of  great  importance ;  perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  accept 
that) 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Amendment 
•of  the  hon.  Member  is  already  in  the 
BUI. 

Mr.  DILLON  doubted  whether  that 
was  so,  but  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  explain  the  point  when  the  Amendment 
was  reached. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  said  the 
'Committee  ought  to  know  exactly  where 
they  stood  with  regard  to  the  zones  in 
congested  districts.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  definition  should  apply 
outside  the  scheduled  districts,  but  he 
desired  to  know  whether  congested  parts 
of  the  country  would  be  brought  within 
the  zones  if  they  were  not  excluded  by 
the  exemptions  already  made.  If  so,  the 
tenants,  instead  of  twelve,  fourteen,  or 
sixteen  years  purchase,  would  have  to 
pay  twenty-two  years  purchase,  which 
was  an  impossible  price  for  such  districts. 
In  County  Kerry  alone  there  were  12,000 
holdings  of  imder  £5  valuation,  with  a 
population  living  upon  them  of  67,000, 
or  an  average  of  14s.  per  head.  The 
eame  thing  obtained  in  most  of  the  other 
■congested  counties.  But  as  they  would 
not  be  congested  under  the  present 
definition,  they  would  be  compelled  to 
purchase  within  the  zones,  a  fact  which 
he  feared  would  render  the  Bill  inoperative 
so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  in  any  case 
this  Amendment  would  not  carry  out  the 
-objects  of  which  hon.  Members  had 
spoken.  The  portion  "or  part  of  an 
estate"  was  covered  by  the  provision 
that  an  estate  was  whatever  the  Commis- 
sioners defined  as  an  estate.  Districts 
were  at  present  scheduled  having  regard  to 
the  relation  of  rateable  value  to  population 
and  various  matters  other  than  actual 
congestion.  The  Government  might 
have  aaid  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  deal  with  congestion 
wherever  it  occurred.  They  considered 
that  plan  and  rejected  it,  because  the 


officers  of  the  Board  were  known  in  the 
congested  districts  but  not  elsewhere, 
and  there  were  other  difficulties  in  the 
way.  Another  suggestion  was  to  absorb 
the  Board  in  the  new  Department,  but 
that  would  have  involved  the  loss  of  the 
valuable  asset  comprised  in  the  fact  that 
the  members  and  officers  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  ■  were  known  in 
the  congested  districts.  The  Govern- 
ment aimed  at  preserving  the  Board  in 
the  areas  where  they  could  work  xaott 
effectively,  and  then  said  that  wherever 
the  Land  Commission  certified  it  to  be 
a  right  and  proper  district  an  estate 
should  be  defined  as  congested,  and 
should  get  the  advantage  of  the  10  per 
cent,  for  carrying  out  works  and  the 
bonus,  but  should  not  have  to  come 
within  the  zones.  That  plan  combined 
the  maximum  of  the  advantages  of  the 
existing  system  with  the  maximum  of 
the  advantages  of  the  system  now  to 
be  brought  in.  Sub-section  6  must 
not  be  taken  without  Sub-section  5  ; 
the  former  was  really  only  the  Treasury 
check. 

Mr.  MURPHY  was  afraid  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  understand  the 
point  he  desired  to  bring  out.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  Eenmare  estate,  under 
Clause  1,  was  non  congested ;  the  re- 
maining one-fourth  was  scheduled  as  a 
congested  district,  and,  judged  from 
every  point  of  view,  deserved  to  be 
regarded  as  such.  If  the  landlord 
wanted  to  sell  to  his  tenants,  would  not 
the  tenants  on  that  remaining  one-fourth 
— who  would  not  come  under  the  defini- 
tion of  this  sub-section — have  to  make 
the  same  terms  as  those  on  the  other 
three-fourths  i 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  MURPHY  understood  that  as  the 
whole  estate  would  have  to  be  sold  the 
congested  portion  would  have  to  come 
to  the  same  terms  as  the  uncongeated 
portion,  and  remain  within  the  zones. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  was  not 
the  case.  That  matter  was  decided 
on  Clause  1,  upon  which  they  could  not 
go  back. 
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Mr.  murphy  said  that  as  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  so  confident  on  the  matter 
h«  would  not  press  the  Amendment 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  asked 
whether  he  understood  that  if  tenants 
and  landlord  on  an  estate  ia  a  congested 
district  as  at  present  scheduled,  desired 
to  buy  and  sell,  and  the  land  did  not  come 
within  the  definition  of  this  sub-section, 
they  could  do  so  outside  the  zones. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  they  could  do 
that  under  Clause  1,  subject  to  the 
words  he  had  inserted. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn! 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  if  the  Amend- 
ment he  now  desired  to  move  was  in  the 
Bill  already,  as  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  discussion  would 
be  very  brief.  He  agreed  that  the 
definition  ought  to  extend  over  the 
whole  of  Ireland.  The  Bagot  estate 
might  be  taken  as  an  example.  More 
than  half  the  area  was  grass  land;  it 
was  an  ideal  estate  for  the  purposes 
of  migration  ;  but  under  this  definition 
it  would  not  be  a  congested  estate 
because  less  than  half  the  area  was 
occupied  by  liolders  of  leas  than  JB5 
valuation.  There  were  many  estates 
outside  the  scheduled  congested  districts, 
the  greater  part  of  the  area  of  which  was 
held  by  three  or  four  large  grass  farmers, 
but  they  would  not  be  classified  as  con- 
gested because  less  than  half  was  held  by 
the  poorer  people.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  show  that  that  point 
was  already  covered  by  the  Bill,  he 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the 
fleoond  word  *  estate,'  to  the  second  word  *  of,' 
in  line  35,  and  to  insert  the  words  'whether 
situated  in  a  congested  districts  county  or  not, 
a  substantial  part.'" — {Mr.  DUton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

MK.WILLIAMO'BRIENstronglyurged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  extend  the 
definition  in  the  sense  proposed  by  the 
Amendment.  He  could  scarcely  call  to 
mind   a   score  of  estates    outside  ^the 


scheduled  areas  that  would  come  under 
the  definition  of  Sub-section  6.  The 
general  configuration  of  the  country  h."d 
to  be  borne  in  mind.  In  many  places 
there  were  large  stretches  of  magnificent 
land  which  would  not  come  within  this 
definition,  but  around  which  there  was  a 
regular  ring  of  Uttle  villages  of  poor  people 
who  probably  had  been  evicted  from  the 
richer  land.  These  people  were  as 
congested  as  they  could  possibly  be,  but 
they  would  be  shut  out  from  the 
benefits  of  this  clause  because  of  the 
rich  lands  which  were  not  theirs,  but 
were  in  the  occupation  probably  of  some 
large  grazier  living  in  Dublin  or  London. 
This  was  really  the  kernel  of  the  whole 
difficulty.  Unless  these  rich  lands  were 
made  available  for  the  people,  the 
Government  were  simply  proposing  to 
feed  the  dog  with  its  own  tail  by  making 
the  very  poverty  of  the  land  its  disquali- 
fication. By  accepting  the  Amendment 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  leave 
the  Estates  Commissioners  the  supreme 
judges  of  what  constituted  congestion,  a 
question  which  could  be  settled  only 
accoiding  to  the  particular  local  circum- 
stances of  each  estate.  Unless  some 
such  Amendment  was  accepted  there 
would  be  a  necessity  to  bring  in  a 
subsequent  measure  to  amend  the  im- 
perfections of  this  definition 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  was  a 
question  of  great  complexity,  and  the 
Government  had  carefully  considered  all 
the  alternatives  before  deciding  on  the 
plan  in  the  Bill.  The  Commissioners 
were  made  the  judges  of  what  consti- 
tuted congestion.  The  definition  of  con- 
gestion was  not  in  Subjection  6  ;'that 
was  the  Treasury  check  on  the  definition 
of  congestion.  The  greater  part  of  the 
definition  was  in  Sub-section  5,  although 
possibly  it  was  not  admirably  worded— 

"  If  the  Land  Commission  certify  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  that  the  purchase  and  resale  of  the 
estate  are  desirable  in  view  of  the  wants  and 
circumstances  of  the  tenants  thereon  .  .  ." 

that  was  the  real  essential  definition  of 
congestion.  Then  came  the  next  point 
in  this  complex  matter — What  was  an 
estate  1  According  to  the  Bill,  an  estate 
was  whatever  the  Estates  Commissioners 
declared  to  be  fit  to  be  treated  as  an 
estate.  The  Bill,  therefore,  did  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  desired ;  the 
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Commissioners  were  to  be  the  judges  of 
what  was  congestion,  but  the  Treasury 
placed  a  Umit  upon  their  judgment  to 
the  extent  of  saying  that  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  holdings  must  be  of  such  a 
character. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  the  question  at 
issue  was  an  exceedingly  important  one. 
Sub-section  5  gave  a  most  important 
power  to  the  Land  Commission,  but 
that  power  was  controlled  by  Sub-section 
6.  The  Treasury  check  was  a  very  bad 
one,  and  it  was  just  the  kind  of  thing 
against  which  he  and  others  had  been 
struggling  for  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years.  Three  or  four  times  he  had  been 
asked  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  assist  in 
getting  through  the  House  after  mid- 
night, as  unopposed  measures,  Bills  for 
amending  the  Congested  Districts  Act, 
and  there  were  now  seven  or  eight  of 
those  Acts  simply  because  a  complete 
job  was  ncit  made  of  the  matter  at  the 
beginning.  What  would  be  the  effect 
of  this  Treasury  check  1  Suppose  an 
estate,  such  as  the  Bagot  estate,  came  into 
the  market,  and  the  Commissioners  re- 
ported that  it  was  a  suitable  estate  to 
be  treated  under  this  sub-section,  they 
would  be  met  by  the  Treasury  check, 
and  they  would  be  unable  so  to  deal 
with  the  estate,  because  half  the  area 
did  not  consist  of  bog  holdings.  Thus, 
some  of  the  roost  beneficent  work 
the  Commissioners  could  do  would 
be  stopped  by  this  absurd  check. 
In  the  minds  of  many  hon.  Members,  who 
could  not  follow  the  technicalities  of  the 
Bill,  one  of  its  great  recommendations  was 
that  they  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
this  measure  would  put  an  end  to  this 
wretched  condition  of  poverty  in  the  west 
of  Ireland.  Was  it  reasonable  that  the 
Committee  should  be  asked  to  assent  to 
this  check,  which  could  only  have  the 
effect  of  limiting  the  power  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  The  Treasury  had  the 
protection  of  the  discretion  of  a  public 
department  in  Ireland  and  if  they  were 
not  going  to  trust  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners the  position  was  absurd.  They 
had  also  the  protection  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  They  were  nevertheless  told 
that  this  was  not  sufficient  protection  and 
that  they  must  have  this  Treasury  check. 
He  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
accept  this  Amendment. 
Mr,  Wyvdham. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would 
assume  that  there  was  an  estate  upon 
which  a  proportion  of  not  less  than  one- 
half  in  value  was  badly  congested  and  the 
rest  was  good  land.  This  was  not  a 
compulsory  Bill,  and  therefore  they  must 
assume  that  the  landlord  would  be  con- 
templating a  sale  of  his  property,  either 
foing  to  the  tenants  himself  or  to  the 
states  Commissioners.  Let  the  Com- 
mittee suppose  that  this  landlord  made 
his  own  arrangements  with  his  tenants  for 
all  the  good  part  of  the  land,  and  then 
proposed  to  sell  only  the  very  bad  portion 
of  his  property.  Supposing  it  was 
congested  to  the  worst  degree,  it  was  clear 
that  that  property  ought  cot  to  be  passed 
forward  under  this  Bui.  The  solution  in 
this  Bill  was  that  imder  Clause  85  they 
would  not  define  such  property  as  an 
estate  at  all.  As  the  amount  of  valuable 
land  in  Ireland  was  distinctly  limited,  he 
!  thought  the  proportion  laid  down  of  not 
I  less  than  half  was  a  fair  one.  The  clause 
I  as  it  stood  was  necessary  to  secure  that 
the  good  land  was  sold  with  the  bad  land, 
and  not  separately  ;  that  there  should  be 
the  proportion  of  good  land  stipulated  in 
the  clause  was  a  necessary  security. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  if  a 
grazing  farm  surrounded  by  a  large 
number  of  small  holdings  exceeded 
half  the  rateable  value  of  the  area^ 
the  Treasury  check  would  prevent 
the  land  passing,  although  it  was  most 
desirable  that  it  should  be  utilised  by  the 
neighbouring  small  holders. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  stating  the 
reverse  of  what  he  had  said.  Such  a 
property  u  the  hon.  Member  had  de- 
scribed was  not  an  estate,  and  they  would 
not  define  it  as  one. 

*Mr.  T  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  those 
who  had  seen  these  Treasury  checks  in 
operation  knew  precisely  what  they 
meant  and  the  trouble  they  gave.  This 
proposal  might  be  clear  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  unless  everything 
in  this  Bill  was  made  as  clear  as 
possible  they  might  rely  upon  it  that 
any  ambiguity  in  the  intenUon  of  the 
clause  would  be  construed  against  the 
tenants  in  the  Irish  Courts.  Having 
had  painful  experience  of  this  in  the 
past,  they  were  determined  now  to  be 
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perfectly  sure  of  what  they  were  doing,  |  large  tenants,  but  it  was  these  miserabi* 
because  they  were  now  dealing  with  |  little  holdings  of  £3  and  £4  a  year  to 
the  poorest  class  of  Irish  tenants.  I  which  he  ought  to  devote  his  attention. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  contended  that  by 
the  carrying  of  this  Amendment  they 
would  efiect  nothing,  for  it  did  not 
touch  the  matter  at  issue.  They  touched 
it  under  Clause  85,  Sub-section  5,  and 
under  Clause  7  by  getting ;  additional 
land. 


Mb.  DILLON  said  that  if  a  landlord 
Was  willing  to  dispose  of  his  grass  lands 
for  the  sake  of  the  10  per  cent.,  by  thi.s 
clause  they  denied  to  the  unfortunate 
small  holders  the  opportunity  of  en- 
larging their  holdings.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  bad  now  let  the  cat  out  of 
the  bag,  and  this  provision  was  ap- 
parently to  prevent  the  landlord  from 
obtaining  this  10  per  cent,  encourage- 
ment. He  wished  to  point  out  the 
grotesque  insufficiency  of  the  Chief 
Secretary's  reply.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  Clause  85  gave  power  to 
insist  that  the  landlord  shoula  give  a 
certain  amount  of  the  grass  lands,  or 
the  Commissioners  would  not  allow  the 
estate  to  pass.  Why  should  that  power 
be  confined  to  getting  an  area  equal  in 
extent  to  the  congested  area  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  contended  that 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  Com- 
missioners dealing  with  congestion  by 
the  ordinary  process,  and  they  could 
buy  three  times  as  much  land  as  that 
contained  in  the  congested  holdings. 
They  could  enlarge  the  holdings  and 
spend  money  under  Clause  II,  but  they 
could  not  in  addition  to  the  bonus  pay 
another  10  per  cent,  upon  those  trans- 
actions. They  could  put  another  10 
per  cent,  on  (he  aggregate  of  those  trans- 
actions when  the  probability  of  con- 
gestion reached  a  certain  pitch. 

CJoLONEi.  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.))>id 
he  had  talked  to  a  great  many  people 
in  his  own  constituency,  and  the  cry 
was  "Enlarge  your  holdings."  He 
suggested  to  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the 
area  should  be  one-fourth  instead  of  one- 
half.  This  was  a  matter  of  the  most 
vital  consequence  to  the  West  of  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
talking  about  doing  a  great  deal  for  the 

VOL.  CXXrV.     [FotTRTH  Seriks.1 


[  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
I  if  the  Chief  Secretary  kept  in  the  clause 
this  limitation,  he  would  deal  with  a 
,  number  of  estates  which  really  were,  to 
some  extent,  congested  as  not  being  con- 
gested at  all,  unless  under  the  definition 
j  of  "  estate  "  in  Clause  85  the  congested 
I  portions  would  be  treated  as  separate 
i  estates.  This  limit  would  give  rise  to  a 
natural  suspicion  that  an  attempt  might 
be  made  to  deal  with  districts  which 
were  really  not  congested  as  if  they 
were  congested.  There  were  districts 
which  were  not  scheduled  as  congested 
districts  where  the  limit  mentioned  in 
this  clause  was  not  reached,  but  where 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  congestion. 
In  such  cases  care  should  be  taken  to 
treat  those  districts  us  though  they 
were  in  every  sense  of  the  word  con- 
gested districts.  In  the  County  of  Clare 
and  other  districts  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  congestion,, although  perhaps  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  properties  where 
the  limit  mentioned  in  ihis  clause  was 
reached.  He  suggested  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  this  limit  shoukl 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  who  would  be  sure  to  be 
men  amply  qualified  to  discharge  their 
duties.  Why  should  they  draw  a  hard 
and  fast  line  in  this  matter  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  they  were 
really  discussing  particular  cases  in 
which  it  was  proper  that  public  money 
should  be  lost  in  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  these  unfortunate  places  in 
Ireland.  In  the  congested  districts  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  the 
power  of  utilising  certain  credit  trans- 
actions. When  they  got  to  a  later  clause 
hon.  Members  would  see  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  credit  of  the  Con 
gested  Districte  Board  by  adding  another 
£20,000  a  year  which  the  Board  might 
lose  on  its  transactions.  In  addition  to 
the  bonus  of  £12,000,000,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  there  should  be  an  extra 
Treasury  aid  of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
transactions  they  were  dealing  with. 
He  thought  that  was  very  liberal,  and 
in   any  case  he  could  not   enlarge  it. 
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Mb.  TULLY  said  this  clause  would 
enable  the  landlords  to  dispose  of  the 
slum  parts  of  their  properties  to  the 
ratepayers,  while  retaining  the  grazing 
lands.  He  instanced  the  property  of 
Lord  De  Freyne,  in  Roscommon,  as  a 
case  where  the  congested  portion  of  the 
estate  could  be  sold  and  the  price  ob- 
tained out  of  the  ratepayers,  and  the 
good  land  retained  in  his  own  possession, 
or  that  of  bis  friends.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  insidious  parts  of  the  Bill,  and 
a  change  should  be  made  to  obviate  the 
danger  to  which  he  referred. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  said  there  was  to 
his  mind  no  difficulty  about  the  matter. 
It  was  true  in  one  sense  that  Lord  De 
Freyne  could  sell  the  congested  part  of 
his  estate,  but  on  one  condition — namely, 
that  he  got  any  man  fool  enough  to  buy 
it.  He  would  assume  that  Lord  De 
Freyne,  or  any  other  landlord,  had  1,000 
acres  of  grass  land,  and  400  acres  in  the 
congested  portion  of  his  property  on 
which  there  were  100  families.  What 
could  he  do  with  the  400  acres?  The 
Commission  would  not  buy  it  unless  he 
added  300  acres  of  grass  land.  The  hon. 
Member  was  mistaken  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  powers  of  the  Land  Commission 
in  regard  to  the  enlargement  of  holdings. 
The  Treasury  would  only  consent  to  lose 
money  on  the  400  acres  plus  the  300 
grass  acres.  Supposing  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  were  restricted  to  300 
acres,  as  far  as  the  enlarging  of  holdings 
was  concerned,  they  might  add  land 
outside  of  the  estate  which  had  400 
acres  in  the  congested  portion. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  the  addi- 
tion of  300  acres  would  obTiously  not 
be  enough  for  the  100  families  living  on 
the  congested  portion.  The  Attorney- 
General  said  this  could  be  remedied  by 
getting  the  land  the  Commissioners 
might  think  necessary  to  add,  but  they 
could  not  get  that  additional  land  on 
the  same  terms  as  the  rest.  They  could 
not  get  it  by  using  10  per  cent,  of  public 
money.  That  was  their  point.  They 
were  depriving  themselves  of  the  power 
that  was  necessary  to  deal  with  thu  pro- 
blem in  a  proper  and  drastic  manner.  The 
Chief  Secretary  stated  that  this  would 
involve  a  loss  of  pubUc  money.  He  ad- 
mitted theforce  of  thatstatement,  butthen 


the  whole  of  this  Bill  meant  a  loss  of  public 
money.  If  JCI  2,000,000  were  necessary 
to  grease  the  wheels  of  the  transactions 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  he  did  not  see 
why  the  Government  should  hesitate  at 
the  comparatively  small  sum  that  would 
be  required  to  grease  the  wheels  in 
deahng  with  the  congested  districts. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  in 
the  consideration  of  the  Amendments 
brought  forward  by  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  done  his  best  to  meet 
their  views.  In  this  case  he  did  not 
think  there  was  anything  to  be  gained 
by  continuing  the  debate,  and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  withdraw  tho 
Amendment. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  he  would  withdraw 
his  •  Amendment,  but  he  was  still  of 
opinion  that  the  Government  bad  made 
a  very  great  mistake.  The  Attorney- 
General  did  not  know  very  much  about 
the  question.  He  did  not  suppose  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ever 
crossed  the  Shannon  in  his  life. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :    Oh,  yes,  I  have. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  the  danger  was 
that  the  grass  lands  would  pass  rapidly 
into  the  hands  of  wealthy  grasiers  and 
be  lost  to  the  people  for  ever.  He  was 
very  much  surprised  that  some  of  the 
landlords  did  not  back  him  up  in  the 
proposal  he  had  made.  The  Government 
had  thrown  away  one  of  the  most 
powerful  means  at  their  command  for 
carrying  out  the  work  they  professed  to 
be  extremely  anxious  for. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  TULLY  honed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  accept  his 
Amendment 

"  In  page  4,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'half,'  and  insert  the  words  ' one-foorth.'" — 
[Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  half '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  this  was 
practically  the  Amendment  they  had 
been  discussing  for  an  hour  and  a  half. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  appealed  to  his  hon. 
friend  to  withdraw  the  Amendment  This 
waa  really  "  tearing  a  passion  to  tatters." 
They  heard  that  every  Amendment  was 
"vital,"  or  "important,"  or  "most 
solemn."  They  could  all  be  "vital." 
The  important  thing  was  to  pass  the 
Kit. 

Mb.  TULLY  said  he  was  jumped  upon 
early  in  the  evening  for  daring  to  speak 
of  compulsory  sale,  but  hon.  Members 
who  did  not  wish  him  to  press  this 
Amendment  had  been  talking  all  the 
evening  in  favour  of  compulsory  sale. 
As  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee  he  would  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  moved  the  omission 
of  the  words  "ten  acres  in  area  and." 
By  leaving  out  the  area  his  definition  of 
congestion  was  not  affected,  but  it  gave 
more  elasticity  to  the  Treasury  check. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  4,  line  36,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
'ten  acres  in  area  and.'" — {Mr.  WyndAam). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  moved—"  In 
Clause  5,  page  4,  lines  36  and  37,  leave 
out '  or  of  mountain  or  bog  land.'  "  He 
asked  for  a  definition  of  mountain  or  bog 
land.  He  thought  there  would  be  more 
elasticity  in  the  clause  if  these  words 
were  left  out 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  ont  the 
words '  or  of  mountain  or  bog  land. ' " — {Sir  John 
Colonib.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  well 
aware  that  there  was  some  mountain 
land  which  would  be  a  great  additional 
source  of  wealth  to  the  tenants  on  an 
estate,  but  on  the  other  hand  he  had 
seen  mountain  lands  which  would  present 
great  difSculty  when  they  were  dealing 
with  the  Treasury. 

Amendmsnt,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mb.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Co..  Mid.) 
moved — "  In  Clause  5,  page  4,  line  38,  at 
end,  add  'or  an  estate  in  any  rural 
district  in  which  it  shall  be  certified  by 
a  chairman  of  a  Rural  District  Council 
that  labourers,  as  defined  in  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896, 
as  amended  by  this  Act,  are  without 
suitable  homes  and  allotments."  As  one 
sincerely  interested  in  the  labourers  of 
Ireland  lie  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  be  able  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment The  debate  on  the  question  of 
the  labourers  which  took  place  in  the 
afternoon  would  have  had  one  advan 
tage  if  it  had  impressed  on  the 
Qovernment  the  importance  of  the 
question,  and  the  necessity  of  dealing 
with  the  labourers  in  a  reasonable 
manner.  He  held,  of  course,  that  the 
evicted  tenants  had  the  first  claim  on 
the  untenanted  land,  but  once  their 
claims  were  satisfied  the  labourers  had  a 
claim  to  the  grazing  lands. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  or  an  estate  in  any  rural  district  in  which  it 
shall  be  certiiied  by  a  chairman  of  a  Rural 
District  Ck>uncil  that  labourers,  as  defined  in 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  AoU,  1883  to  1896,  as 
amended  by  this  Act,  are  without  suitable 
homes  and  allotments.' " — {Mr.  Sheehan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not  go 
back  on  what  he  said  in  the  afternoon. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
raise  any  further  question  about  the 
labourers  at  present.  The  Committee 
had  only  disposed  of  two  clauses  in  a 
whole  Parliamentary  day. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  K)  had 
the  following  Amendment  on  the  Notice 
Paper — "  In  Clause  5,  page  4,  line  38, 
at  end,  add,  (7)  Where  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, in  exercise  of  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  this  Act,  sell  to  a 
labourer  a  holding  or  a  parcel  of  land 
situated  in  a  rural  district  which  com 
prises  a  congested  estate  as  defined  by 
this  section,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  treat  said  labourer  in  all  respects  as  if 
he  had    been  residing  in  a   congested 
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districts  county,  and  they  shall  hare  all 
the  powers  to  improve  the  said  holding 
and  assist  said  labourers  that  are  pos- 
sessed by  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
for  aiding  migrants  in  a  congested 
districts  county  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland) 
Acts  as  amended  by  this  Act." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3S,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  (7)  ^V  here  the  Estates  Commissioners,  in  exer- 
••ise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  this  Act, 
sell  to  a  labourer  a  holding  or  a  parcel  of  land 
aitiukted  in  a  rural  district  whicn  comprises  a 
congested  estate  as  defined  by  this  section,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  I  reat  said  labourer 
in  all  respects  as  if  he  had  been  residinj'  in  a 
congested  districts  county,  and  they  shall  have 
all  the  powers  to  improve  the  said  holding  and 
assist  said  labourers  that  are  possessed  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  aiding  migrants 
in  a  congested  districts  coumy  under  the  pro- 
\isions  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ire- 
land) Acts  as  amended  by  this  Act.' " — (Captain 
Donelan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  a<ked  the  hon. 
Member  to  defer  the  consideration  of 
the  question  of  the  labourers. 

Captain  DONELAN  agreed  to  the 
request. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  appealed  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  ask  his  friends  below 
the  gangway  to  be  equally  moderate. 

Clause^  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6.  ^ 

♦Mr.  butcher  moved  an  Amend- 
ment] on  Clause  6  with  the  object   of 
limiting  the   new  and    drastic  method 
of  sale  set  up  by  the  clause  to  insolvent 
estates.     In  the  case  of  such  estates  what 
was  proposed   was   a    good    method    of 
facilitating    sale,    but    in    the    case  of 
solvent  estates,  unless  this  Amendment 
were   conceded  they  might  have  them 
sold  by  auction  at  a  great  undervalue. 
He  would    point    out   that   unless  the 
Amendment  was  accepted   they  might 
have  a  perfectly  solvent  estate  wrecked. 
Hon.    Members    knew    that    estates   in 
Ireland  were  constantly  sold  merely  for 
Captain  DoneUm, 


'  administrative  purposes ;  and  in  a  ease 
I  like  that  the  owner  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  negotiate  with  the  tenants  and  not 
be  forced  to  sell  the  estate  by  auction, 
which  was  recognised  on  all  hands  as 
being  an  impossible  mode  of  effeeting 
advantageous  sales  in  Ireland. 

I      Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  2,  after  the  figures  1858  to 
insert  the  words  *  and  to  which  the  provisions  of 
Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  apply.'  "—{Mr. 
Buleher. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  this 
Amendment  was  the  greatest  satire  on 
the  Landed  Estate  Court  ever  moved. 
He  asked  what  business  had  solvent 
estates  to  come  into  that  Court  ^  They 
were  only  a  nuisance  in  Judge  Ross's 
Court.  Why  should  not  a  solvent  estate 
;  stand  the  risk  of  the  auctioneer's 
I  hammer  1  The  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  reall}'  a  necessity  of  the  time. 
The  ultimate  fate  of  this  Bill  was  a 
matter  of  the  time  of  the  House.  Again 
,  and  again  the  representatives  of  the 
tenants  had  telescoped  their  remarks  in 
the  interests  of  the  Bill,  and  the  landlord 
party  must  reciprocate. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  hoped  his 
hon.  friend  would  not  persevere  with 
his  Amendment.  The  Land  Judge  always 
gave  an  opportunity  to  remove  a  solvent 
estate  out  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  if  his  right 
hon.  friend  assured  him  that  what  he  had 
in  view  would  be  met  without  any 
Amendment  of  this  sort,  he  did  not 
wish  to  insist  upon  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

I  Mr.  DILLON  said  he  had  put  down 
,  on  the  Paper  a  series  of  Amendments, 
j  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  modify  the 
I  procedure  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court. 
The  first  was  "  Qause  6,  page  5,  line  3, 
leave  out  'may,'  and  insert  'shaU.'" 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  3,  leave  oat  the  word  'may,' 
and  insert  the  word '  shalL' " — Mr.  DUUm. 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
■  may  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

♦Mb.  T.  W.  KUSSELL  said  that  for 
many  months  the  Land  Judge  and  the 
Land  Commission  were  at  loggerheads 
upon  the  40th  Section  of  the  Act  of 
1896  ;  and  it  was  important  to  leave  as 
little  discretion  to  the  Land  Judge  as 
possible. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  said  if  the  word 
"  shall "  was  inserted  it  would  make  it 
impossible  for  the  Judge  to  have  any 
discretion.  There  were  times  when  the 
word  "  may "  was  of  as  much  vital  im- 
portance as  the  word  "shall." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  wUh  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  further, 
and  he  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  his  next  Amend- 
ment was — "Clause  6,  page  5,  line  12, 
after  'loss,'  insert  'and  after  giving  all 
parties  interested  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  fix  the  price  at  which,  in 
their  opinion,  the  estate  or  part  thereof 
should  be  sold  to  the  tenant  in  oc- 
cupation thereof  discharged  of  all 
superior  or  intervening  interests,  and 
shall  accordingly."  He  moved  this 
Amendment  in  order  to  raise  what 
appeared  to  him  an  exceedingly  im- 
portant point.  The  clause,  as  it 
stood,  would,  he  contended,  do  nothing 
to  clear  out  the  Land  Judge's  Court ; 
in  fact,  it  would  leave  the  matter  worse 
than  under  the  40th  Section  of  the  Act 
of  1896.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Clause  to  prevent  an  estate  being  kept 
in  the  Court  and  nursed  for  twenty- 
five  years,  so  as  not  to  be  sold.  The 
Land  Judge  had  persistently  refused  to 
giye  the  information  to  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  which  they  had  asked  for,  and 
they  were  consequently  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  Court.  A  Question 
had  been  asked  as  to  the  number  of  the 
estates  which  were  in  the  Land  Court, 
and  their  rental,  and  they  were  told  that 
that  information  could  not  be  ^t  because 
the  Court  was  too  busy.  They  were 
obh'ged  to  fall  back  on  some  statistics 
provided  by  the  President  of  the  Board 


of  Trade.  These  showed  that  in  1894 
there  were  1,500  estates  in  the  Land 
Court,  that  in  the  case  of  1,266  receivers 
had  been  appointed,  and  that  the  rentals 
amounted  to  £648,000.  Most  of  these 
estates  had  been  in  the  Court  for  years, 
and  had  been  vainly  offered  to  the  public, 
because  the  Judge  did  not  think  the  price 
tendered  was  sufficient.  The  Court  had 
in  fact  drifted  more  and  more  into  the 
position  of  a  collector  of  rents  of  bankrupt 
estate? ;  and  under  the  present  arrange 
ment  he  saw  no  prospect  of  any  reform 
being  brought  about.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  said  that  probably  one-sixth  or  one 
seventh  of  the  land  in  Ireland  was  in  the 
hands  of  this  Judge,  and  did  not  properly 
belong  to  the  Irish  landlords  at  all.  How 
could  these  estates  be  properly  managed 
by  a  Court  or  a  Judge  1  The  thing  was 
so  absurd  that  it  would  not  be  tolerated 
in  any  other  country  in  the  world.  What 
made  the  system  more  monstrous  was 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  good  lawyers,  it 
was  illegal.  The  Court  was  set  up  under 
the  Encumbered  Estates  Act  of  1849,  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  and  accelerat- 
ing the  transfer  of  land  in  Ireland ;  but 
on  the  passing  of  the  Judicature  Act  in 
1877  the  Court  was  merged  with  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  ithe  practice  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  was  incorporated 
with  it.  For  the  first  twenty  years  the 
interests  of  the  tenants  had  never  been 
mentioned  at  all.  The  practice  of  the 
Court  had  been  to  sell  by  auction  all  the 
estates  that  came  into  the  Court  at  a 
rough  general  average  of  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  years'  purchase  of  the  rental, 
without  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
interests  of  the  tenants.  But,  after  1879, 
when  the  Court  availed  itself  of  the 
Chancery  jurisdiction,  they  blocked  all  the 
sales,  and  they  commenced  to  use  the 
machinery  of  the  Court  to  nurse  bankrupt 
estates,  and  to  collect  rents  for  the  'im- 
mense number  of  receivers  which  were 
appointed.  The  sale  department  was  en- 
tirely closed,  and,  when  a  new  Judge  was 
appointed  in  1885,  Judge  Boyle,  he 
introduced  a  more  robust  system  of 
collecting  rents,  by  sending  the  tenants 
to  gaol,  and  by  invoking  the  machin- 
ery of  contempt  of  Court,  to 
collect  rents. 

He  did  not  think  there  was  any 
part  of  the  land  system  of  Ireland 
which  needed  more  remedy  than 
this.    He  knew  that  under  it  men  had 
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was  not  known  to  the  eriminal  law  at 
all,  and  kept  there  until  they  were 
almost  forgotten.  He  was  credibly 
informed  in  one  case  in  which  the  man 
was  kept  in  prison  for  two  years,  and 
was  in  danger  of  losing  his  mind.  He 
maintained  that  this  was  an  atrocious 
system,  and  a  montrous  position  of 
affairs.  His  Amendment  would  have 
the  effect  of  enabling  the  Land  Commis- 
sion to  make  proposals  to  the  Land 
Judge  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Ciourt ;  and  that  when 
an  agreed  price  had  been  offered  the 
Land  Judge  should  make  an  order  vest- 
ing the  estate  in  the  Land  Commission. 
That,  of  course,  raised  the  question  of 
compulsory  sale;  but  not  any  more 
than  it  was  raised  under  Section  40  of 
the  Act  of  1896.  The  Amendment 
would  not  push  the  principle  of  compul- 
sion one  inch  against  the  landlord. 
Section  40  provided  that  in  the  case  of 
an  estate  for  which  a  receiver  was 
Appointed  there  should  be  compulsory 
sale  as  against  the  landlord ;  and  all  his 
Amendment  proposed  was  to  withdraw 
from  the  Land  Judge's  Court  the  power 
•of  blocking  the  sale  of  such  estates. 
He  thought  that  was  not  an  unreason- 
able proposal  at  that  time  of  day. 
Section  40  had  been  in  operation  for 
fleveral  years ;  but  it  absolutely  had  pro- 
duced no  effect.  The  condition  of 
things  in  the  Landed  Estates  Court  was 
just  the  same ;  and  he  thought  in  that 
Bill  they  were  entitled  to  press  for  an 
improvement. 

Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  5,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  loss,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  after  giving  all 
parties  interested  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  fix  the  price  at  which,  in  their  opinion, 
the  estate  or  part  thereof  should  be  sold  to  the    Return  that  was  requiredi    Therefore^  on 


tenant  in  occupation  thereof  discharged  of  all 
superior  or  interrening  interests,  and  sliall 
accordingly.'"— (ifr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKmSON  said  that  most  of 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
was  merely  pushing  an  open  door.  The 
Government  desired  as  much  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  clear  up  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  The  Estates 
Commissioners  would  be  empowered  to 
make  an  offer  for  an  estate,  and  it  would 
not  be  competent  for  a  Judge  to  hang  up 
its  affairs.  The  Judge  must  bring  the 
estate  to  auction ;  but  he  should  not  be 
compelled  to  accept  any  offer  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  unreasonable  or 
unjust. 

MB.T.  M.  HEALYsaid  that  no  one  knew 
more  about  the  matter  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken. 
At  the  same  time,  he  wished  to  expres 
sympathy  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo.  It  was  a  matter  in  which 
something  ought  to  be  done ;  and  if  the 
(lovernment  would  only  take  their 
courage  in  both  hands  something  would 
be  done.  At  present  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  ascertain  what  went  on  in 
the  Court.  On  the  other  hand,  th«e 
was  some  excuse  for  the  non-making  of  a 
Beturn.  A  Return  was  moved  for  by  tiie 
late  Member  for  Cork,  a  relative  of  his 
own.  He  pressed  for  it  very  strongly, 
but  found  that  the  congestion  in  the 
Court  was  so  enormous,  the  etaff  so 
slender,  and  the  parsimony  of  the 
Treasury  so  awful  that  it  was  (}aite 
impossible  to  get  the  existing  derks  to 
put  their  heads  down  and  work  out  the 


Mr.  Billon. 
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the  whde,  he  had  given  those  men  some 
measure  of  absolutioQ  for  not  providing 
the  Return,  yet  the  fact  remained  that 
this  House  had  been  denied  information 
with  reference  to  one-seventh  of  the  land 
of  Ireland,  and  they  were  absolutely  in 
the  dark  regarding  it.  There  were 
questions  of  tremendous  magnitude 
raised  at  every  moment  in  connection 
with  this  Bill ;  but  the  Attorney-General 
knew  the  question  down  to  the  bottom, 
and  he  knew  the  necessity  for  an 
improvement.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  he  would  not  press  the  matter 
further,  but  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Government  that  they  should  to-morrow 
suspend  the  twelve  o  'clock  rule  in  order 
that  they  might  be  able  to  get  on  in  a 
friendly  manner  among  themselves. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  had 
opportunities  of  discussing  this  clause 
with  Judge  Ross,  who  he  could  assure 
hon.  Members  wanted  to  clear  his 
Court.  But  they  could  not  exercise 
compulsory  action  in  connection  with  a 
Judge  of  the  High  Court.  He  urged  hon. 
Members  not  to  press  the  Amendment, 
but  to  let  the  clause  and  the  next  three 
clauses  pass.  If  the  anticipation  that  he 
held  out  to  hon.  Members  as  to  there 
being  no  difficulty  under  this  claiue  was 
not  realised,  the  remedy  woidd  be  a 
simple  one  next  session. 

Me.  DILLON  said  he  was  very  much 
inclined  to  accept  the  appeal  of  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman;  but  when  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  asked  him  to  take  it 
that  Judge  Ross  wanted  to  clear  his 
Court  he  absolutely  declined-  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  consulting  Judge 
Ross  could  not  have  consulted  a  worse 
man.    The  answer    of    the   right    hon. 


Gentleman  enormously  strengthened  his 
objection.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  they  could  not  criticise  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  it  was  an 
outrage  that  one  seventh  of  the  land  in 
Ireland  should  be  under  a  Land  Judge 
who  was  practically  in  the  position  of  a 
landlord,  but  who  could  not  be  criticised. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
matter  could  be  dealt  with  next  session, 
but  he  did  not  know  where  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  any  other  Member 
of  the  House  would  be  next  session. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ask  him 
to  seriously  believe  that  there  would  b& 
another  Land  Bill  next  session  1  Was 
there  to  be  a  new  Land  Bill  every 
session  t  That  was  an  absurd  prospect 
He  would  not  move  his  Amendment 
now,  but  he  would  reserve  to  himself 
the  slender  consolation  of  renewing  the 
subject  on  Report. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL 
(Fermanagh,  N.)  said  that  having 
regard  to  the  request  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  he  would  not  move  his- 
Amendment. 

Clause  6,  agreed  to. 
Glauses  7  and  8,  agreed  to. 
Clause  9. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  easily  dispose  of  this  clause 
by  striking  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  willing 
to  leave  out  all  words  from  "  Pastoral " 
to  the  end  of  the  ckusot 
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BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 


unnecessary. 


(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.   J.    W.   LowTHER  (Cumberland, 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could   not  ^  .       .  oh  ■   ^ 

strike  out  the  whole  of  the  clause;  but,  '  ■' 

he   was    prepared    to   omit    the  latter  ' 
part. 


Mr.  CLANCY  said  that  the   clause 


Clause  6. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  he  wished  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  it  was 
not  a  question  of  holdings,  but  a  question 
of  estates. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  38,  to  leave  out  all  words 
from  'pastoral'  to  end  of  Clause." — (Mr. 
Wyiulham.) 


was    absolutely    inconsistent    with    the  ,  General   if  any  arrangements  had  been 
new  clause  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  I  made  about  a  generating  station, 
man  had  undertaken  to  move. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.)  said  he  was  making  inquiries  as  to 
whether  he  could  obtain  a  supply  of 
electricity  suitable  for  Post  Office  pur- 
poses from  private  contractors,  in  case 
he  was  not  able  to  come  to  satiifactory 
terms  with  the  Company. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10,  agreed  to. 

Clause  IL 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  City,  who  had 
Amendments  to  move,  was  not  present, 
he  would  move  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  the  Bill  reprinted, 
as  in  its  present  form  it  was  very  in- 
convenient. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  hoped  to  bo 
able  to  arrange  that. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 


Bill  reported  without  Amendment. 

SUPPLY  [25th  J  CNB]. 
Resolution  reported. 

CIVIL    SERVICES     AND    REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

CLASS  IL 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £96,499, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment and  Subordinate  Offices." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


Adjourned  at  Eight  Minutes  after 
Twelve  O'olodc. 
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COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Boyal 
Assent : 

1.  Finance. 

2.  Naval  Forces. 

3.  Berwickshire  County  Town. 

4.  C!oal  Mines  (Certificates). 

5.  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order. 

6.  Electric 
Order  (No.  1). 

7.  Electric 
Orders  (No.  2). 

8.  Electric 
Orders  (No.  3). 

9.  Electric 
Orders  (No.  4). 

10.  Electric 
Orders  (No.  6). 

11.  Lanarkshire  and  Ajrrshire  Railway 
Order  Confirmation. 

12.  Dundee    Royal    Lunatic    Asylum 
Orders  Confirmation. 

13.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1). 

14.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  2). 

15.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  4). 

16.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6). 

17.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  8). 

18.  Local     GU)vemment     Provisional 
Order  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes). 

19.  Local     GU)vemment     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1). 

20.  Local     Gk>vemment 
Orders  (No.  2). 

21.  Local     Government 
Orders  (No.  3). 

22.  Local     Government 
Orders  (No.  4). 

23.  Local     Government 
Orders  (No.  6). 

24.  Local     Government 
Orders  (No.  7). 
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25.  Local .   (ik>vernment 
Orders  (No.  11). 

26.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (Gas). 

27.  St.  Luke's  Church  and  Parish 
Quoad  Sacra  Edinburgh  Order  Confir- 
mation. 

28.  Naval  Works  Provisional  Order. 

29.  Pier  and  Harbour  Order  (No.  1). 

30.  Grangemouth  Water  Order  Con 
firmation. 

31.  Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Re- 
fuse Destruction  Order  Confirmation. 

32.  Forth  Navigation  Order  Confir- 
mation. 

33.  Caledonian  Railway  Order  Con- 
firmation. 

34.  Edinburgh  Corporation  (Markets, 
Slaughter-houses,  etc.)  Order  Confirma- 
tion. 

35.  North  British  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Order  Confirmation. 

36.  Western  Trust. 

37.  Great  Western  Railway  (Pensiop 
Fund). 

38.  Dublin  Improvement  |^(Bull  Alley 
Area). 

39.  Queensland  Investment  and  Land 
Mortgage. 

40.  Great  Northern  and  City  ^Rail- 
way. 

41.  Maidstone  Gas. 

42.  Stoke Newington  Borough  Council. 

43.  North  Middlesex  Gas. 

44.  Plymouth  and  Stonehouae  Gas. 

45.  Faversham  Gas. 

46.  North's  Navigation  Collierie*. 

47.  life  Association  of^cotland. 

48.  Pelican  and  British  Empire  Life 
OfiSce. 

49.  Lima  Raflways. 

50.  Exeter  Railway. 

51.  All  Saints,  Poplar  (Rate  Ahali^ 
tion). 

52.  London  Hydraulic  Power. 

53.  Sutton  District  Water. 

54.  Bridgwater  Gas. 

55.  East  Ardsley  Gas. 
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56.  Burgess     Hill     and    St.    John's 
Common  Gas. 

57.  Soarborough  Gas. 

68.  Sittingboume  District  Gas. 

59.  South  Wales  Mineral  Railvay. 

60.  Cleveland   and   Durham  County 
Electric  Power. 

61.  Indian! bber.     Guttapercha,     and 
Telegraph  Works  Company. 

62.  Milford  Docks. 

63.  Market  Drayton  Gas. 

64.  Wellington  (Salop)  Gas. 

65.  Knott  End  Railway  (Extension  of 
Time). 

66.  Winchester  Water  and  Gas. 

67.  Midland  Railway. 

68.  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire 
Canal. 

69.  Harrow  and  Stanmore  Gas. 

70.  Wirral  Railway. 

71.  Rickmansworth  Gas. 

72.  Harrogate  Water. 

73.  Gorleston  and  Southtown  Gas. 

74.  Belfast  Water. 

75.  Shepshed  Urban  District  Gas. 

76.  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company. 

77.  Commercial  Gas. 

78.  Great  Eastern  Railway. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.. 


Highland  and   Invergarry  and   Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  BilL    Re- 

?>rt  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
hat  the  Lord  Kinnaird  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place 
of  the  Lord  Kilmaine ;  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

The  Chairuan  of  Committees  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Cierk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with :  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington 
Tramways. 


Also  the  Certificates  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  ap^dicable  to  the  following 
Bills:  Local  Gtovernment  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8) ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Na  17). 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the 
Standing  Orders  apidicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with :  Pier 
and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (Na  2) ; 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3) ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4) ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
Petition  for  a  Bill  by  the  North  Metro- 
politan Electric  Power  Supply  Company 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave 
given  to  introduce  the  BilL 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  Petitioti 
for  a  Bill  by  the  Alexandra  Paik 
Trustees  ought  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill  [h.l.].  Presented  (pursuant 
to  leave  given  this  day) ;  read  1%  and 
referred  to  the  Examinera. 

Hyde  Corporation  Billj  Cheshire  Lines 
Committee  Bill ;  Scottish  Ontario  and 
Manitoba  Land  Company  Bill  [h  l.]  ; 
Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  East 
Denbighshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [H.L.]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments. 

Lanarkshire  and  Dumbartonshire  Rail- 
way Bill.  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment 

Watford  and  Edgware  (Railway  Bill. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties 
having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto; 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


901 


Private 


Th«  orders  made  on  the  16th  instant 
»nd  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed. 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland; 
Act,  1899,  Sections  8  and  9);  read  1*; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  148.) 


Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill. 
A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill.  A 
witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board  Bill;  South  Shields 
Corporation  Bill  Moved,  That  the  order 
made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bilk  be 
now  read  2» ;  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed.  The  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [h.u];  Gkwport, 
Fareham,  and  Cosham  Tramways  Bill 
[H.L.],  now  Grosport  and  Fareham  Tram- 
ways Bill  [H.L.] ;  Manchester  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.J;  West  Bromwich  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.I  Read  3»,  and  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways 
BilL  Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read 
1',  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (East  Ham,  &c.)  Bill  [h.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  an  Amendment. 

Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [h.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments ;  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons,  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.u].  A  Bill  to  con- 
firm a  Provisional  Order  relating  to  Irvine 
and  District  Water  Board  was  presented 
by  the  I  Lord  Balfour  (pursuant  to  the 


Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(Na  7)  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order 
made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday 
the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*  ; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Amendments  made ; 
Standing  Committee  negatived;  Report 
of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

Ijocal  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  with- 
out Amendment ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on 
Thursday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Amendments  made; 
Standing  Conunittee  negatived ;  Report 
of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  with- 
out Amendment;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on 
Thursday  next. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London 
and  North-Western  Railways  (Steam 
Vessels)  Bill.  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Stanmore  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Stewart 
of  Garlies  {E.  Galloway);  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Education  Board  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.L.]  ; 
Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [H.L.].  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
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the  Lord  Kilmaine  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of 
the  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

lieigh  Corporation  Bill;  Welling- 
borough and  District  Tramroads  Bill; 
Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern 
Counties  Railways  Bill;  Mullingar,  Kells, 
and  Drogheda  Railway  Bill;  Seaforth 
and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill; 
London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements;  Bill.  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl 
of  Craven  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Kilmaine  ;  read,  and  agi-eed  to. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill.  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  Lord  Kenyon  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the 
Viscount  Hutchinson  (E.  DonougllTiwre) ; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  BiU,  (No.  151) ;  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 
Bill,  (No.  152).  Brought  from  the 
Commons.  Read  1»;  to  be  printed;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRANSVAAL  (ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY). 

Papers  relating  to  the  Inter-Colonial 
Council  South  Africa  Order  in  Council, 
1903. 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

No.  338.  Wei-Hai-Wei  (Report  for 
1902).  ^ 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CERTIFIED  INEBRIATE  REFORMA- 
TORIES (REGULATIONS  FOR 
MANAGEMENT). 

Amended  regulations,  made  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 


I  Home  Department,  for  the  management 
and  discipline  of  the  Church  Army 
Newdigate  Farm  Home,  Surrey. 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS, 
INLAND). 

Statutory  Rules  and  Orders,  1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection 
for  the  Standing  Committee  that  they, 
have  added  the  Viscount  Hutchinson 
{E.  Dmumghmore)  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee; read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


COUNTY  COUNCILS  (BILLS  IN  PARLIA- 
MENT) BILL, 

EDUCATION  (BORROWING)  BILL. 
CONTRACTS  (INDIA  OFFICE)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  Amendment,  and  to  be 
read  3»  on  Thursday  next. 

BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTH  VVARK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [h.u]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  a  further  Amendment ;  the  Report 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Houfe,  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
m  ttee  without  further  Amendment :  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made  j^in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to|be 
received  on  Friday  next. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  further  Amendment :  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next. 

MARINE  STORE  DEALERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  [read 
P;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  150.) 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT   (TRANSFER  OF 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  House  going 
into  Committee  read. 

Lord  KENYON  :  My  Lords,  in  mov- 
in|;  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Marquess 
of  Ripon  and  several  other  noble  Lords 
have  brought  to  my  notice  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  West  Biding  County 
Council  objecting  to  the  clause  that 
«nables  the  different  local  authorities 
to  veto  the  resolution  of  the  County 
Council.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the 
House  of  Commons  the  smaller  local 
bodies  objected  to  the  County  Council 
having  entire  authority,  and  this  clause 
was  put  in  as  a  compromise.  Although 
anxious  to  do  everything  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  County  Councils  in  this 
matter,  the  clause  cannot  very  well  be 
altered  now. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  omitted. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee; and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  149.) 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL 
[Second  Reading.] 

'     Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO:  The  object  of 
this  Bill,  which  consists  of  only  two 
clauses,  is  to  enable  the  Postmaster- 
-Oeneral  to  issue  postal  orders  to  the 
value  of  2 Is.,  and  as  a  large  number  of 
people  send  subscriptions  of  a  guinea  to 
charitable  and  other  institutions  the  Bill 
would  confer  a  great  boon  to  the  public 
l^enerally. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  30/A  June,   1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


COMMISSION. 

Message  to  attend   the    Lords   Com- 
missioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  beingreturned — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent 
to  a  number  of  Bills  [See  page  897]. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE    BILLS    [Lords]    (STANDING 

ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 

INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

I  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz.,  Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways 

'  Bill  [LordsJ.    Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be 

I  read  a  second  time. 

,  PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
1  ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
I  INTO  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH.) 

I     Mr.   Speaker   laid   upon   the    Table 

,  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 

;  Petitions  for  Private  BiUs,  that,  in  the 

case   of   the  following   Bill,  originating 

,  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 

:  Reading  there  )f,  the  Standing  Orders 

not  previously  inquired  into  and  which 

are    applicable  thereto   bare   not   been 

.  complied     with,    viz., — 

North  Western  Electricity  and  Power- 
i  Gas  Bill  [Lords].     Ordered,  that  the  Re- 
port be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
I  on  Standing  Orders. 


Read  2ii  (according  to  Order),  and  com- :  

mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  I      Ipswich  Gas  Bill,  Lords  Amendments 
House  on  Monday  next.  '  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


House     adjoarned    at     twenty  I 
minutes  before  Fire  o'clock,  < 
to   Thursday  next,  half-past 
Ten  o'clock. 


King's  College,  London,  Bill  [Lords], 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  without 
Amendment. 
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Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water 
Bill  [Lords],  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendment. 

Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction 
Bill  [Lords],  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order),  read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes)  Bill — Lords'  Amendment  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (East  Ham,  &c.)  Bill 
[Lords],  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  an  Amendment 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill,  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords],  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords],  reported,  with  Amendments; 
Ileport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee : 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Chatham 
and  District  Light  Railways  Bill  [Lords], 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  oe  dis- 
pensed with :  That  the  parties  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Maryport 
Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with: 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  that  Clauses  62 
and  63  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill :  That 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report 
how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Salford 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought    to   be   dispensed   with : 


That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  then-  Bill." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Jewish 
Colonisation  Association  Bill  [Lords], 
Petition  (or  dispensing  with  Standing 
Order  129  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  of 
Israel  ZangwiU  against  the  Bill,  the  said 
Standing  Order  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
pensed with." 

First  three  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Loids] ;  Re- 
port [this  day]  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Report  [this  day]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intitided, 
"  An  Act  to  vest  the  estate  of  Lochnell, 
in  the  county  of  Argyll,  in  trustees  for 
certain  purposes,  with  power  of  sale  and 
other  powers."  [LoclmeU  Estate  Bill 
[Lords].] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Portsmouth  Street  Tram- 
ways Company  to  construct  new  tram- 
ways in  the  urban  districts  of  Goaport 
and  Alverstoke  and  of  Fareham,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton  ;  to  work  such 
new  tramways ;  and  to  adapt  the  exist- 
ing tramways  of  that  Company  in  the 
urban  district  of  Gosport  and  Alver- 
stoke for  working  by  electrical  or  other 
mechanical  power;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses "  [Grosport,  Fareham  and  Cosham 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  now  "6oq>ort 
and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]."] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  tipon  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  the 
city  of  Manchester  with  reference  to 
tramways  and  streets  and  otherwise  for 
the  better  local  government  and  improve- 
ment of  the  city;  to  extend  the  city; 
and   to   make  |ur5^e^55^gj^    with 
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reference  to  the  borrowing  powers  of  the 
corporation ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  repokl  Section  17  of  the  West  Brom- 
wich  Corporation  Act,  1900,  and  Section 
4  of  the  West  Bromwich  Improvement 
Amendment  Act,  1865,  and  to  enact 
other  provisions  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  West  Bromwich  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords]. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords] ;  Qosport 
and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]; 
Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]; 
West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


30  June  1903}  Reports,  Ac.  910 

PUBLIC    UBRARIES. 
Petition  from  Rochdale,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 
Petition    from    Outfield    Colliery,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition  from  Eastry,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION  BILL. 
Petition    from    Outfield    Colliery,   in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES. 
Petition  from  Aikton,  for  alteration  of 
law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL. 

Petitions  against:  from  the  Scottish 
Temperance  Legislation  Board;  and 
Helsby  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING   LAW  (COMPENSATION 
FOR  NON-RENEWAL)   BILL. 

Petitions  against:  from  the  Scottish 
Temperance  Legislation  Board;  and 
Helsby ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Cowdenbeath,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  from  Edinburgh; 
Aikton ;  and  Wigton ;  to  lie  upon  the 
TaUe. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

INEBRIATE  REFORMATORIES 
(REGULATIONS.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Amended  Regula- 
tions made  with  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment for  the  management  and  discipline 
of  the  Church  Army  Newdigate  Farm 
Home,  Surrey  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

WOODS,  FORESTS,  AND  LAND 
REVENUES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Eighty-first  Report 
of  the  Commissioners,  dated  30th  June 
1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  232.] 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 
Copy     presented,     of    Twenty-eighth 
Anmial     Report    (for      1902-3),     with 
Appendices[by  Act] ;  tolieupon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  233.] 

ISLE  OF  MAN. 
•  Account  presented,  of  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1903,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  thereon 
~  ly  Act] ;  tolie  upon  the  Table  and  to 
printed.     [No.  234.] 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS.) 
Copy  presented,  of  the  Postal  Order 
(Inland)  Regulations,    1903,  dated  30th 
June,    1903   [by  Act] ;  to  lie   upon   the 
Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to 
the  Inter-Colonial  Council,  South  Africa, 
Order  in  Council,   1903  [by  Command] : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL.) 
Copy  presented,  of  Colonial  Report  No. 
388  (Wei-hai-Wei,    Annual   Report    for 
1902)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table, 
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Return    ordered,    "for    the    United  I 
ii-ingdom  for  each  of  the  years    1801, 
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—(Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSfFERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


TraasTaal  Loan. 
Me.;LABOUCHEKE  (Northampton): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  is  the  precise  nature  of  the  under- 
^king  on  the  part  of  certain  persons 
connected  with  the  mining  industry  in 
the  Transvaal  to  subscribe  £10,000,000 
to  the  loan  of  £30,000,000  that  is  to  be 
jssued  by  the  Transvaal  Government  to 
meet  its  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  late 
war ;  is  this  undertaking.such  as  can  be 


enforced  by  law ;  is  it  assumed  by  indi- 
I  viduals  or  firms  who  each  subscribe  for 
a  certain  proportion  of  tJie  £10,000,000  ; 
I  is  it  in  this  case  joint  and  several ;  will  he 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  names 
ol  the  contracting  firms  or  individuals ; 
is  there  any  date  specified  before  which 
the  loan  will  be  issued;  is  the  Transvaal 
paying  at  present  interest  on  the 
£30,000,000 ;  will  he  take  care  that  a 
large  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
£35,000,000  loan  guaranteed  by  this 
country  will  be  retained  by  the  Treasury 
until   the  £30,000,000  loan   has   boen 
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issued,  and  the  proceeds  ol  the  issue 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  order 
to  ensure  to  some  extent  this  country 
not  being  losers  by  the  £30,000,000 
loan  not  being  subscribed ;  and  is  it  to 
be  understood  that  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the , 
£30,000,000  loan  is  solely  a  charge  1 
upon  the  Transyaal,  and  that  this 
country  in  no  way,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  is  liable  for  such  payments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.)  \ 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  ! 
speech  of  the  6th  May  last,t  which  gives  [ 
all  the  information  which  it  is  desirable  I 
to  furnish  in  the  present  stage  of  the  i 
negotiations  for  the  issue  of  this  loan. 
He  will  see  that  the  arrangement  made 
does  ^not   provide    for  the  payment  of 
interest  to  His   Majesty's   Oovernment . 
pending  the   issue  of  the  three  instal- 
ments.   I   have   only  to  add  that  the  \ 
loan  of  £35,000,000  having  been  guar- 
anteed by  Parliament  for  certain  specific  ' 
purposes,  its  proceeds  cannot  be  applied 
in  the   manner  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member    in    the     latter    part    of   his 
Question.  I 

Sanitaiy  Arrangements  for  Workers  in  , 
Herring  Trade  at  Tannouth.  i 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To  | 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern-  i 
ment  Board,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  ' 
the  last   Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of    Factories    refers    to    unsatisfactory 
sanitary  arrangements    for    men    and 
women  workers,  mainly  from  Scotland, 
temporarily   employed    in    the    pickled 
herring  and  kippering  trade  at  Great 
Yarmouth,  will  he  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  calling    the  attention   of  the 
local  authority  to  the  subject  for   the 
purpose  of  securing  an  improvement  in 
the  sanitary  conditions 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
asked  me  to  answer  this  Question 
as  the  matter  comes  within  my 
jurisdiction  by  virtue  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  As  stated  in 
the  Rep' jrt  referred  to,  the  unsatisfactory 
cond  tions  in  question  have  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  local  authority 

t  See  (4)  DtbatM,  oxxi.,  1522. 


in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1901.  And  the 
factory  inspector,  in  addition  to  sending 
formal  notices,  has  conferred  with  the 
officials  of  the  local  authority  on  the 
subject  of  providing  proper  sanitary 
accommodation,  with  the  result  that 
satisfactory  action  is  being  taken. 

Application  for  Voluntary  Bates  at 
Liverpool. 

Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radcliffe):  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Grovernraent  Board  whether 
he  ia  aware  that  there  is  affixed  to  the 
demand  note  for  rates  in  the  parish  of 
Liverpool  an  appeal  by  the  church- 
wardens to  the  parishioners  for  the 
payment  of  a  voluntary  rate  for  church 
and  other  purposes ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  intimate  to  the  churchwardens 
that  voluntary  rates  ought  not  to  be 
applied  for  by  the  col  lector  of  compulsory 
rates  and  in  conjunction  with  the  latter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I  have 
made  inquiry  on  this  subject,  and  I  find 
that  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Question.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  paper  which  is  attached 
to  the  demand  note  makes  it  clear  that 
the  church  rate  is  a  voluntary  one.  I  am 
aware  that  there  is  some  objection  to  an 
application  for  a  voluntary  rate  being 
sent  out  with  the  demand  note  for  rates 
enforceable  by  law,  and  I  have  informed 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  my 
views  in  the  matter. 

Maintenance  of  Roads  to  Shankill  Camp- 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  county 
surveyor  for  Wicklow,  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  roads  from  Ballyfolan  leading 
to  the  military  camp  at  Shankill  will  be 
£88  1 6s.  per  year  as  compared  with 
£7  8s.,  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining 
the  roads  previous  to  the  establishment 
of  the  camp;  and  whether,  seeing  the 
amount  received  by  the  local  council  in 
lieu  of  rates  upon  War  Department 
property  for  the  last  four  years  was  in 
1900  £9  16s.  8d..  in  1901  £17  4s.  id ,  in 
1902  £11 14s.  3d.,  and  in  1903  £988.  7d., 
and  that  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)   Act,    1898,    Section  27 
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(2),  the  expenditure  on  these  roads  is 
limited  to  sixpence  per  perch,  being  the 
former  average  cost  thereof,  the  War 
Department  will  increase  their  contribu- 
tion to  meet  the  increased  expenditure 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  leading 
to  the  military  camp. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  Contribu- 
tions in  lieu  of  rates  are  given  on 
the  valuations  fixed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Valuation  for  Ireland.  The  land  on 
which  this  camp  is  situate  being  chiefly 
mountain  land  the  valuation  is  low,  and 
consequently  the  contribution  in  lieu  of 
rates  is  low.  It  is  not  now  the  practice 
to  make,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  con- 
tribution in  lieu  of  rates,  additional 
grants  out  of  the  rates  Vote  in  cases  in 
which  the  military  traffic  appears  to  be 
exceptional.  Such  grants  are  now  made, 
if  at  all,  from  Army  funds. 

London  Oonnty  Council  By-Law  relating 
to  Vehicles. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  ot  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  has  received  any  further 
communication  from  the  London  County 
Council  respecting  the  proposed  by-law 
in  relation  to  vehicles,  or  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  London  County  Council  has  not 
seen  its  way  to  arrange  the  suggested 
conference  between  the  parties  interested ; 
and  if  he  will  now  receive  a  deputation 
on  the  subject  or  take  steps  to  bring 
abouta  conference  between  the  responsible 
ofScers  of  the  council  and  those  concerned. 

{Ansvxred  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  London  County  Council,  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  the  Council  do  not  think 
that  any  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
by  the  suggested  conference.  The  same 
letter,  however,  contains  an  explanation 
of  the  intention  of  the  proposed  by-law, 
which  leads  me  to  hope  that  its  terms  can 
be  so  modified  as  to  carry  out  the 
intention,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  the 
objections  which  have  been  taken  to  it. 
I  am  about  to  communicate  with  the  rail- 
way companies  and  other  van  owners  on 
the  subject. 

Increase  in  Vlvisectioii. 
Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 


has  been  drawn  to  the  increase  during 
the  past  year  in  the  number  of  ex- 
periments on  Uving  animals,  and  also  in 
the  number  of  licensed  vivisectors,  as 
shown  in  the  recent  Partiamentaiy 
Return  of  Experiments  on  Living 
Animals ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  able 
to  state  the  reason  of  such  increase. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akn 
Douglas.)  There  is  no  doubt  a  real 
increase  such  as  the  hon.  Member 
indicates,  but  the  figures  as  to  the 
number  of  licencees  are  swollen  by  the 
fact  that,  as  explained  in  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  Report  which  prefacea 
the  Return  in  question,  a  change  ha» 
been  made  in  the  date  at  which  licence* 
expire — viz.,  28th  February  has  been  sub- 
stituted for  31st  December.  The  t«bl» 
for  1902  contains,  therefore,  in  additioa 
to  the  normal  number,  the  names  of 
thirty-four  licencees  whose  licences 
expu-ed  on  28th  February  in  that  year 
and  were  not  renewed.  Apart  ut>iD 
this,  the  increase  is  due  to  the  natural 
growth  and  development  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  of  physiology,  pathology, 
and  hygiene;  and  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  experiments  is  almost  en- 
tirely in  the  class  of  experiments  in- 
cluded in  Table  Ill.(b) — viz.,  inoculations 
and  the  hke,  and  more  particularly  in 
the  experiments  performed  for  the 
preparation  of  remedies  and  on  behalf  of 
various  public  authorities.  The  increaser 
eighty-one,  in  the  number  of  ex- 
periments included  in  Table  III.  (a)  is 
almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  in- 
jections for  the  diagnosis  of  rabies  having 
been  seventy  more  in  1902  than  in  190U 

King's  Birthday— Holiday  for  Instrmnent 
Boom  Staff  of  Central  Telegraph  Office. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,. 
Hoxton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Engineering 
Branch  of  the  Telegraph  Department 
Central  Telegraphs  was  given  a  holiday 
for  the  King's  birthday  celebration,  while 
the  staff  in  the  instrument  rooms  wer» 
compelled  to  work  on  this  day,  in  order 
to  secure  uniformity  of  treatment,  a  oom- 
pensatory  day  will  be  granted  to  the 
latter  section  of  telegraph  employees. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.\ 
My  hon.  friend'^  Question  is  based  on 
a  misapprehension.     It  has  never  been 
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the  practice  to  grant  a  holiday  in  the 
Central  Telegraph  Office  on  the  occasion 
in  question,  and  no  general  holiday  was 
given  to  the  engineers  working  in  that 
office  on  Friday  last. 

Amalgamation  of  Unions,  Ireland. 
Thb  Maeqobss  or  HAMILTON  (Lon- 
donderry) :  To  ask  the  Ohief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Commission,  appointed  to 
inquire  regarding  amalgamation  of 
workhouses  in  Ireland,  and  the  question 
of  whether  any  adminiatratiye  changes 
are  desirable,  will  consider  the  cases  of 
forty  unions  in  Ireland  which  are  situate 
in  two  counties,  and  thirteen  unions 
which  are  situate  in  three  counties,  or 
whether  the  case  of  the  Londonderry 
Union,  which  is  situate  in  couaties 
Londonderry  and  Donegal,  is  the  only 


one  to  be  inquired  into  by  the  Commis- 
sion in  regard  to  suggested  alter<^tion8  of 
union  boundaries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  It  will 
be  open  to  the  Commission  to  inquire 
into  all  cases  in  which  alterations  of 
union  boundaries  have  been  suggested. 
Londonderry  has  been  selected  as  th» 
venue  for  the  first  couatry  sitting  of  the 
Commission. 

Land  Judge's  Oonrt  (Estates)  Betvm. 

Me.  DELA.NY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory)  :  To  ask  the  Ch  ef  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  will  grant  the  Return  relating  to 
Land  Judge's  Court  (Estates)  which 
appears  upon  to-day's  Pape'. 

The  Return  referred  to  is  as  follows  :— 


Land  Judge's  Court  (Estates), — ^Return  showing — 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


1902. 


6ro88  nominal  annual  rental  of  the  estates  in  the 
Irish  Land  Judges  Court  daring  the  past  five 
years 

Erpenditnre  on  same,  inclading   Receiver's   fees, 
Law  expenses,  and  all  other  outgoings 

Balance  showing  actual  net  receipts 

Percentage  of  reduction  upon  nominal  rental  • 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyiulham.]  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  preparation  of  the  pro- 
posed Return  would  entail  such  a  pro- 
tracted investigation  of  the  records  of  the 
Receiver  Department  as  would  seriously 
militate  against  the  transaction  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court.  The  Land  Judge  is  unable,  in  the 
circumstances,  to  undertake  the  pre- 
paration of  the  Return. 

Honorary  Bank  for  Long-Service 
Volonteer  Quartermasters- 

Colonel  SADLER  (Middlesbrough): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  favourably  consider  the  claims 
of  long-service  Volunteer  quartermasters 
to  honorary  rank  in  the  same  way  and 
on  the  same  terms  of  service  as  it  is 
granted  to  quartermasters  and  others  in 
Army  Order  37  of  March  1903. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  BrodrUk.) 
Volunteer  quartermasters  already  obtain 
the  honorary  rank  of  captain  after  ten 
years  service  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
Regular  quartermasters.  The  grant  of 
honorary  rank  of  major  was  intended 
to  meet  the  cas  of  a  very  deserving 
class  of  officer  who  have  to  serve  in  all 
climates  and  under  all  conditions.  My 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  will,  I  think, 
admit  that  the  Volunteer  officer  does 
not  come  under  the  same  conditions. 

Olothing  and  Food  sent  to  South  Afldca 
daring  1901-2. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  was  the  value  of  the  clothing 
and  food  supplies  approximately  sent  to 
South  Africa  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
in  1901-2.  ,     <,,«,,,> 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  total  value  of  the  clothing  and  food 
supplies  sent  to  South  Africa  in  1901-2 
vas  about  ^9,500,000. 

Tinned  Meats  destroyed  at  Pretoria. 
Mr.  KEIR  HAEDIE  (Merthjr 
TydvU) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  state  the 
•quantities  of  the  tinned  meats  destroyed 
at  Pretoria  supplied  by  each  of  the 
Tarious  firms. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
These  quantities  will  be  shown  in  the 
Papers  which  will  shortly  be  laid. 

Coal  Exported  for  Use  of  Boyal  Navy. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  To  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what  is 
the  total  value  of  the  coal  exported  from 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  use  of  His 
Majesty's  ships. 

(Aiuiwered  by  Mr.  Arnold  Forster.)  The 
Approximate  value  of  coal  annually  ex- 
ported, exclusive  of  freight,  etc.,  is  about 
£500,000.  This  includfis  supplies  obtained 
through  contractors  at  ports  abroad,  but 
excludes  coal  taken  in  biuikers  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  from  home  ports. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Army  Becmitinc. 
(  Mr.  guest  (Plymouth) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  how  many 
recruits  have  been  enlisted  since  18th 
March,  1903,  for  the  infantry  of  the  line 
and  for  other  arms;  how  many  were 
specials  or  under  the  age  of  eighteen ; 
And  in  how  many  cases  a  certificate  of  good 
character  has  been  forthcoming. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  Four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nineteen  recruits  have  been  enlisted  for 
infantry  of  the  line  between  18th  March 
and  20th  June,  1903.  Two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  recruits  have 
been  enlisted  for  other  arms.  Of  the 
latter  ninety-two  recruits  were  specially 
enlisted  ;  there  were  no  infantry  specials. 
Since  March  22nd  no  man  has  been 
accepted  without  a  reference.  No  recruit 
Is  knowingly  taken  under  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  inquiries  are  made  when 
any  recruit  is  for  physical  or  other  reasons 


suspected  of  being  less  than  eighteen.  I 
should  mention  in  connection  with  these 
figures  that  recruiting  has  been  temporarily 
suspended  during  this  period,  for  the 
cavalry  and  to  a  large  extent  for  other 
arms  than  infantry  as  the  establishments 
are  full. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— BeffulatioBS  for  the 
Mannfitctnre  of  ficplosives. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field): I  beg  to  sak  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  are  in  force  for  the  protection 
of  the  people  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  explosives  at  Woolwich,  as  in  those 
private  firms  which  are  licensed  by  the 
Home  OfiSce  for  the  manufacture  of 
explosives. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  general  rules 
laid  down  by  the  Explosives  Act  are 
observed  at  Woolwich,  and,  as  in  private 
factories,  these  are  supplemented  by 
special  regulations  for  the  individual 
buildings. 

Permit  to  return  to  Pretoria— Dr- 
Beckman, 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Dr.  Beckman,  who  has  been 
appointed  head  of  a  school  for  higher 
education  at  Pretoria,  which  was  carried 
on  successfully  before  the  war  under  the 
Boer  Government  and  which  it  is 
intended  to  reopen  under  Boer  patron- 
age, has  been  refused  a  permit  to  return 
to  Pretoria,  although  he  had  never  taken 
part  in  politics ;  whether  the  permit  to 
return  to  Pretoria  has  yet  been  granted 
to  Beckman ;  und,  if  so,  what  was  the 
interval  bttween  his  first  application  to 
return  to  Pretoria  and  the  granting  of 
his  request  by  Lord  Milner. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THB  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  not  received 
any  complaint  from  Dr.  Beckman,  and 
have  no  information  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  [SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  WiU  th» 
right  hoa.  Gentleman  inquire  of  Lord 
Milner  t 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
propose  to  trouble  him  about  the 
matter. 
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South  AMcan  Schools— Dntch  Language 
Question.  - 

Mb.  swift  M.iCNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  him  by  the  Dutch 
deputation  at  Pretoria  on  the  8th 
January  last,  headed  by  Botha,  De  la 
Key,  and  Smuts,  and  by  the  Dutch 
deputation  at  Bloemfontein  in  February 
last,  headed  by  De  Wet  and  Hertzog, 
that  the  arrangement  by  which  a 
maximum  of  three  hours  weekly  for 
instruction  in  the  Dutch  language,  with 
a  maximum  of  two  hours  for  religious 
and  Biblical  instruction,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Dutch  language,  in  the 
Government  schools  of  the  Transvaal 
and  Orangia  was  insufScient,  and  Lord 
Milner's  declaration  that  South  Africa 
will  be  a  country  of  one  language,  effect 
will  be  given  to  the  wish  of  the  Dutch 
population  that  the  limit  of  time  for  in- 
struction in  the  Dutch  language  may  be 
e.Ytended. 


Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  not 
prepared  to  modify  the  present  arrange- 
ment which,  as  I  have  already  informed 
the  hon.  Member  in  answer  to  a  similar 
Question  on  March  18th,t  is,  I  understand, 
the  same  as  in  the  schools  of  the  Cape 
Colony. 

Oooncil  of  Malta. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  be  can  state  the  day 
on  which  the  Council  of  Malta  was 
adjourned  situ  die ;  and  whether  he  is 
in  a  position  to  say  when,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  a  general  election 
would  have  taken  place. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders  was 
moved  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  on 
June  17th,  in  order  to  again  submit  the 
Education  Estimates.  The  elected 
mambers  opposed  the  Motion,  which  was 
thrown  out,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
Council  was  adjourned  sine  die  on  that 
day.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  a 
general  election  would  have  taken  place 
early  in  1903. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxix.,  1098. 


Straits  Settlements  Imports— An  Ex- 
planation. 

Mb.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  White 
Paper  (Cd.  1638)  issued  a  few  days 
ago  in  which  the  percentage  of  imports 
from  foreign  countries  into  the  Straits 
Settlements  is  given  at  65  per  cent.,  with 
no  comment  or  explanation,  while  in  the 
Colonial  Report  for  that  colony  (Cd.  788- 
30)  it  is  given  as  45  per  cent. ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
accurate  figures  being  obtained  on  this 
subject,  he  will  appoint  a  small  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  actual 
state  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom 
with  the  colonies. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  This  is  a 
colonial  question,  and  with  the  permission 
of  the  hon.  Member  I  will  answer  it. 
The  explanation  of  the  alleged  discrep- 
ancy is  furnished  by  the  paragraph  in  the 
Colonial  Report  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  as  it  states  that  the  trade  with  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  Sarawak,  and  French 
India,  amounting  to  192  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  is  reckoned  as  British  trade,  not 
as  foreign.  The  Return  recently  laid 
includes  as  foreign  all  trade  which  is  not 
with  the  United  Kingdom  or  British 
possessions. 

Income  Tax  Abatement. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Flint  Boroughs  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  will  state  what  were  the  amounts  paid 
to  persons  claiming  abatement  on  accoiuit 
of  income  tax  during  the  financial  years 
ending  the  31st  March,  1901,  1902,  and 
1903  respectively;  and  what  were  the 
amounts  which  such  payers  of  income 
tax  were  entitled  lo  receive  curing  the 
same  years. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY/  (Mr.  Elliot,  Dur- 
ham) :  The  amounts  paid  to  persons 
claiming  abatement  on  account  of  income 
tax  have  been  as  follows:  In  year  to 
3l8t  March,  1901,  £348,933  ;  in  year  to 
3l8t  March,  1902,  £567,659  ;  in  year  to 
3l8t  March,  1903,  £778,731.  The  above 
were  the  amounts  which  such  payers  of 
income  tax  were  entitled  to  receive 
during  the  same  years.     I  may,  howeverj 
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obeerve  that  these  amounts  do  not  repre- 
sent the  total  relief  granted  to  persons 
«ntitled  to  abatement.  Such  relief  is 
granted  in  two  ways :  (a)  by  remission, 
And  (b)  by  repayment;  and  the  relief 
j;iven  by  remission  is  some  six  or  seven 
times  the  relief  given  by  repayment. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Import  Duties— 
1840. 

Mr.  GODDAKD  (Ipswich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  cause  the  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Import  Duties  which  sat  in 
1840,  together  with  the  evidence  and 
index,  to  be  reprinted  and  distributed 
and  sold  in  the  usual  way ;  and  if  he  will 
■do  this  without  delay. 

Mr.  ELLIOT :  I  will  arrange  for  this 
Eeport,  together  with  the  evidence  and 
index,  to  be  reprinted  at  an  early  date. 
It  will  then  be  on  sale  again,  and  any 
■demands  received  from  the  Vote  OfiSce 
will  be  complied  with  by  the  Stationery 
■OfSce  in  the  usual  way. 

Wireless  Telegraphy  for  Lightships. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  how  many  lightships  it  is  proposed 
to  connect  with  shore  stations  by  \vireless 
telegraphy,  the  names  of  the  lightships, 
And  when  it  is  anticipated  that  tbe 
installation  will  be  completed  in  each 
■case. 

The  PARLIAMENTABY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
BoNAR  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) :  It  is 
proposed  in  the  first  instance  to  connect 
with  shore  stations  by  wireless  telegraphy 
the  following  six  lightships  :  the  "  East 
Goodwin,"  the  "South  Goodwin,"  the 
^'GuU,"  the  "Tongue,"  the  "Sunk,"  and 
the  "  Cross-Sand."  The  matter  is  being 
pressed  forward,  but  as  the  terms  of  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  the  apparatus 
have  not  been  settled,  I  am  not  able  to 
say  when  the  installation  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

Major  SEELY:  May  we  assume  it 
will  be  before  next  winter ! 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW :  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  name  a  definite  time.  We  are 
pressing  it  forward  as  much  as  we  can, 
And  hope  to  have  it  finished  by  the 
Autumn. 


Oabbett  Estate,  County  Limerick- 


Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E^ :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  seeing 
that  the  management  of  the  Gabbett 
estate  in  Cahirconlish,  County  Limerick, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges  of  the  Land 
Court,  he  will  state  who  is  the  receiver 
under  the  Court;  what  has  been  the 
average  number  of  years  purchase  on  the 
existing  rentals  of  the  part  of  the  estate 
sold  to  the  tenants ;  and  whether  facilities 
will  be  given  to  the  house  tenants  in  the 
village  of  Cahirconlish  to  purchase  their 
holdings  on  the  same  lines  and  terms  as 
the  farming  tenants ;  and  how  soon  may 
such  a  state  of  things  be  brought  into 
existence. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
receiver  over  the  estate  is  Mr.  J.  R 
Barrington.  The  average  number  of 
years  purchase  paid  by  the  tenants  who 
purchased  is  eighteen-and-a-half.  The 
property  in  the  village  named  is  no  longer 
under  the  control  of  the  Land  Judge, 
having  been  sold  to  the  incumbrancers, 
but  I  understand  that  the  latter  are 
prepared  to  consider  proposals  by  the 
village  tenants  for  the  purchase  of  thdr 
holdings. 

Tnrf-Catting  and  the  Land  Bill 

Mr.  J.  P.  t"ARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
proposal  to  regulate  turf-cutting  on  estates 
purchased  under  Clause  19  of  the  Land 
Bill  would  authorise  tenants  of  holdings 
to  make  hand-turf  in  cases  where  existing 
bogs  do  not  afford  the  necessary  depth 
for  cutting  with  slanes. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  do  not  find  in 
any  statute  or  authority  dealing  with  the 
matter  the  distinction  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member.  The  point  can  easily  be 
met,  if  necessary,  by  the  addition  of  a 
couple  of  words  to  the  clause. 

Longford  Lahonrtrs'  Cottage  Schemes- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  can  he  state  the  cause  of 
delay  in  proceeding  with  the  sixth  scheme 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  bj 
the  Ix)ngford  District  Council. 
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Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  Provisional 
Order  iu  respect  of  this  scheme  became 
absolute  in  May,  1902 ;  the  loan  was 
sanctioned  in  September,  and  the  first 
instalment  has  been  issued  to  the 
District  Council.  The  carrying  out  of 
the  scheme  now  rests  with  the  Council. 

Congestion  in  Oopnty  Kerry. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  has  received  an  account  of 
public  meetings  of  representative  men  in 
the  county  Kerry,  held  in  Tralee  in 
November  last  and  last  mouth,  protest- 
ing against  the  neglect  shown  to  Kerry 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ;  and, 
if  sok  will^he  say  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  compel  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  do  something  for  this  congested 
district,  from  which  the  emigration 
every  year  is  the  highest  in  all  Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  proteste  were 
made  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
actual  facts.  A  sum  of  £49,743  has 
been  expended  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  on  various  schemes  and  works  of 
utility  in  Kerry.  The  Board  b  always 
prepared  to  consider  favourably  any 
proposals  calculated  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  congested  areas  in  the 
county. 

Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  not  a 
single  penny  has  been  spent  in  North 
Kerry  ? 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  I  was  not  aware 
of  that. 

Mb.  FLAVIN :  I  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  work<of  the 
the  Board. 

Smerwick  Dingle  Pier- 
Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  has  inquired 
into  the  necessity  for  a  new  pier  at 
JSmerwick  Dingle ;  and  whether,  seeing 
t  hat  the  Union  is  wholly  congested  and 
the  rates  are  at  present  9s.  6^d.  in  the 
Jt>,  under  the  circumstances,  the  question 
will  be  specially  considered. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  Board,  three 
years  ago,  offered  to  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  extending  or  improving  the 
existing  sUp  at  Smerwick.  That  offer 
still  holds  good  if  the  County  or  District 
Council  desires  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Biver  Erne  Fisheries. 
Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  view  of  the  representations 
made  to  him  in  reference  to  the  pre- 
servation of  fish  in  the  River  Erne, 
county  Fermanagh,  he  will  cause  the 
Special  Advisory  Committee  on  Fisheries 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  take 
steps  to  protect  and  develoo  the  fishing 
industry  in  said  river. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Any  written  re- 
presentations made  to  me  in  the  matter 
would  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  But  I  would  point  out  that 
the  duty  of  protecting  the  fisheries  in  the 
River  Erne  devolves  upon  the  local 
Board  of  Conservators  and  not  on  the 
Department. 

Castlebar  Prison  OoTemorship. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the 
vacancy  in  the  governorship  of  the 
Castlebar  Prison  has  yet  been  filled ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  consent  to  make  the 
appointment  from  the  ranks  of  the  prison 
service. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  vacancy  has 
been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Deputy  Governor  who  was  promoted  from 
the  ranks  of  the  service. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
an  undertaking  that  in  future,  as  far  as 
possible,  appointments  shall  be  filled  up 
from  those  in  the  ranks  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  give  an 
undertaking  of  that  character. 

Irish  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Accounts. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  state  the  present  number 
of  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  depositors  in 
Ireland  and   England   respectively  ;  and, 
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seeing  that  the  numbers  in  Ireland  are 
smaller  than  those  in  England,  and  that 
extra  delay  is  caused  by  the  present  system 
of  depositors  having  to  communicate  with 
London  and  receive  replies  therefrom,  he 
can  explain  the  cawe  of  the  smaller  num- 
ber of  Irish  depositors. 

The  following  Questions  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper — 

Mk.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing 
that  acknowledgments  and  warrants  for 
payment  in  connection  with  Irish 
Savings  Bank  accounts  have  to  be  sent 
from  London  at  present,  and  that  all  in- 
quiries have  to  be  sent  from  Ireland  to 
London  to  be  dealt  with,  and  that  the 
system  of  keeping  these  accounts  in 
London  causes  delay  to  Irish  depositors, 
he  will  make  arrangements  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Irish  accounts  to  Dublin  in 
order  to  have  the  additional  time  taken 
in  communicating  with  London  curtailed 
as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that 
the  system  of  keeping  Irish  Savings 
Bank  accounts  in  London  gives  rise  to 
additional  correspondence,  both  written 
and  telegraphic,  between  the  General 
Post  Office,  I^ndon,  and  the  General 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  he  will  state  the 
estimated  cost  of  this  additional 
correspondence ;  and  whether,  with  a  view 
to  economy  and  despatch,  he  will  arrange 
for  the  transfer  of  the  accounts  from 
London  to  Dublin  so  as  to  avoid  this 
additional  expenditure  and  delay. 

The  POSTMASTEE.GENEEAL  (Mr.  | 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
£ ) :  Perhaps  I  may  answer  the  hon.  I 
Member's  three  Questions  together.  The 
present  number  of  accounts  in  the  Post ' 
Office  Savings  Bank  is  estimated  to  be 
as  follows: — In  Ireland,  433,000;  in 
England  and  Wales,  8,469,000.  I  can- 
not explain  the  cause  of  the  smaller  ratio 
of  depositors  to  popiJation  in  Ireland ; 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
is  due  to  the  slightly  longer  time 
required  in  some  cases  for  withdrawing 
money  through  an  Irish  Post  Office. 
There  is  a  similar  discrepancy  in  the 
case  of  the  depositors  in  the  Trustees 
Savings   Banks  of    the   two  countries. 


who  are  not  affected  by  this  conaidera- 
tion.  It  is  more  convenient  and  more 
economical  to  keep  the  Savings  Bank 
accounts  at  one  central  institution ;  and 
greater  facilities  are  afforded  in  this  way 
for  making  or  withdrawing  deposits  at 
any  office  in  the  United  Kingdom  than 
would  be  possible  under  the  system 
suggested  in  the  Question ;  I  am  therefore 
not  prepared  to  take  any  steps  in  that 
direction.  The  cost  of  correspondence 
between  the  General  Post  Offices  in 
London  and  Dublin  al:>out  savings  bank 
business  is  estimated  to  be  about  £250  a 
year ;  but  the  additional  cost  of  dealing^ 
with  Irish  Savings  Bank  accounts  by  a 
special  staff  at  Dublin  would  certainly 
be  much  greater  than  any  possible  saving 
on  this  sum. 


Evicted  Farm— Contemplated  Pnrduse 
by  the  AdminJty. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.)  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  agent  to  tb» 
Clinton  Estate  is  in  treaty  with  tb» 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  the  sale  of 
the  farm  from  which  Cornelius  Murphy, 
of  Millcove,  Castletown,  Berehaven,  bar 
been  evicted ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  rent  of  said  farm  was  £36  58.,  while 
the  Poor  Law  valuation  was  £22 ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  Bill 
now  before  Parliament  provision  is  made 
for  the  restoration  of  evicted  tenants,  he 
will  postpone  the  purchase  of  the  form 
until  the  Land  Bill  becomes  an  Act  of 
Parliament 


The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge):  The  Admiralty  are  in  treaty 
for  the  farm  referred  to  in  the  hon 
Member's  Question,  but  the  details  of  any 
dispute  between  the  owner  and  the  late 
tenant  are  not  within  their  knowledge. 
They  cannot  suspend  the  negotiations 
for  purchase,  as  it  is  necessary  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  land  at  an  early  date. 
The  evicted  tenant  could  not  in  any  case 
be  reinstated,  as  the  farm  will  be  utilised 
for  naval  purposes. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  WiU  the  money  be 
paid  to  the  tenant  1 
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any  dispute  between  landlord  and  tenant 
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be  settled  quite  irreiipectire  of  the  sum 
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it  DOW  stands. 
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^  Mb;  GILHOOLY  : 
tion  to  this,  matter 
mates. 


I  will  draw  atten- 
the  Navy  Esti- 


on 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  what  business  it  is  proposed  to 
take  on  Friday  and  next  week. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
AcLAND-HoOD,  Somersetshire,  Welling- 
ton) :  The  first  order  on  Friday  will 
be  a  Resolution  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  which  the  Naval  Works 
Bill  is  to  be  founded.  The  next  order 
will  be  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Employment  of  Children  Bill.  Next 
weeK  it  is  proposed  to  go  on  with  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Can  the  Government  communicate  to  the 
House  before  Thursday  the  amount  in- 
volved in  the  Naval  Works  Bill.  Thurs- 
day, as  I  understand,  will  be  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  Navy  Estimates 
will  be  considered  in  Committee,  and  I 
put  forward  this  suggestion  in  order  that 
those  interested  may  have  a  full  view  of 
the  expenditure  for  naval  purposes. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND  hood  :  I  will  con- 
sult the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  and 
give  an  answer  to-morrow. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  What 
about  the  London  Education  Bill  1  Is  it 
to  be  dropped  t 

SiB  A.  AGLAND-HOOD:  The 
London  Education  Bill  will  certainly 
be  proceeded  with,  and  full  notice  will  be 
given  before  it  ia  again  taken. 

Mr.  T.  xM.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Can 
tbe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  see  his 
way  to  prolong  the  sitting  a  little  after 
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midnight  on  Wednesday  in  order  to  dis- 
pose of  the  matter  which  may  then  be  in 
hand. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  doubted  whether 
he  was  entitled  to  speak  on  this 
point.  As  far  as  he  was  personally  con- 
cerned he  would  make  no  objection,  but 
he  would  not  like  to  place  an  undue 
strain  on  hon.  Gentlemen  behind  him. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  take 
the  Irish  Land  Bill  on  Friday  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  cannot  very 
conveniently  do  so,  but  the  point  shall  be 
settled  before  tomorrow. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  it 
would  not  be  well  to  give  some  decision 
on  that  point  at  once  in  order  that  xM  em- 
bers might  know  what  to  expect. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  If  there 
were  any  chance  of  finishing  the  Irish 
Land  Bill  on  Friday,  I  think  it  would 
be  worth  while  making  a  great  effort  to 
bring  about  such  a  result,  and,  for  that, 
the  convenience  of  even  the  most 
important  Member  of  the  House  might 
be  waived.  But  unless  some  prospect 
can  be  held  out  of  such  a  result  I  think 
it  will  ,be  best  to  adhere  to  the  original 
proposal. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Anxious  as 
I  am  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  Bill, 
I  feel  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
finish  it  on  Friday. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis):  I  hope  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
not  entertain  the  idea  of  taking  the 
financial  clauses  after  midnight. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No,  I  do  not  think 
we  should  do  that.  I  understand  the 
idea  to  be  that  if  at  twelve  o'clock  a  non- 
contentious  matter  is  under  discussion 
it  should  be  carried  to  completion. 
That  point  will  be  considered. 

AGED  PENSIONERS  BILL. 
Ordered,  that  the  Report  and  Minutes 
of  Evidence  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Cottage  Home  Bill,  of  Session  1899, 
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and  the  Report  and  Minutes  of  Evidence 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  Aged 
Deserving  Poor,  in  the  same  session,  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Aged  Pensioners  Bill. — (Mr.  GrantLawson.) 

SKLECTION  (STANDING  COMMITIEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection ;  That  thej  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law  and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Legal 
Procedure,  the  following  fifteen  Members 
in  respect  of  the  Town  Councils  (Scot- 
land) Bill:— Sir  William  Arrol,  Mr. 
Asher,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Caldwell, 
Mr.  Crombie,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
Charles  Douglas,  Mr.  James  M'Eillop, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Nicol,  Mr. 
Pirie,  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Mr. 
Solicitor-Genera!  for  Scotland,  Mr. 
Cathcart  Wason,  and  Mr.  Wylie. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

JUSTICES    OF    THE    PEACE    BILL 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  261.] 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  chair.] 

Clause  11.  '■>] 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) 
moved  to  insert  the  following  sub- 
section?  at  the  end  of  the  clause  : — 

"(3)  The  powers  conferred  upon  the  Land 
Commisaion  by  Sub-section  1  of  this  section 
sliall  extend  to  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of 
houses  and  out-oflices  upon  holdings  surren- 
dered to  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
or  the  Estate  Commissioners  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  instead  of  exercising  the  said  powers, 
make  an  adrance  to  any  such  former  tenant 
wheu  reinstated  in  his  holding  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  or  rebuilding  upon  his  holding, 
and  tor  the  restocking  of  the  same,  of  such 
sum  of  money  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 
For  the  purposes  of  this  sub-section,  the 
exprassion  'former  tenant'  shall,  in  case  said 
former  tenant  shall  have  died,  include  his 
heir  or  personal  representative,  or,  if  no  repre- 
sentative shall  have  been  raised  to  him,  such 
person  as  may  be  nominated  by  the  Estates 
**       Commissioners  a»  his  personal  representatire. 


(4)  Such  sums  of  money  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  Sab- 
section  3  of  this  section  shall  be  advanced  by 
the  Land  Commission  on  the  demand  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners  out  of  the  reserve 
fund.  (5)  In  case  any  landlord  shall  sell 
directly,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  to  former  tenants  of  holdings 
upon  his  estate,  or  shall  re-instate  former 
tenants  in  their  holdings  as  tenants  thereof, 
the  powers  conferred  by  this  section  shall 
apply  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  estate  were 
vested  in  the  Land  Commission." 

After  the   explanations    of     the    Chief 
Secretary  on  the  previous   day  he  did 
not  think    a   lengthy  discussion  would 
be   necessary.     There  appeared  to    be 
an  agreement  on  the  main  object— th« 
only  question    was   how   it  should   be 
worked  out.    They  were  all  agreed  as 
to    the    desirability    of    reinstatement 
wherever  it  was  possible,  and  they  were 
alsoagreedtbat the  Els tates  Commissioners 
should  have  power  to  facilitate  friendly 
arrangements   with   that  object.    That 
being  so,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
some  small  provision  ought  to  be  made 
to  give   the  poor  re-instated  tenant,  a 
fresh  start  in  life.    No  one  would  dream 
of  leaving  them  in  the  position  of  mere 
pauper:;,  without  the  means  of  carrying 
on  their  business,  and  at  the  mercy  of  the 
gombeen  man.  Two  or  three  points  would 
ari  e  in  connection  with  that  Amend- 
ment.   The  Oliie-   Secretary   had   pro- 
mised to  try  and  find  some  words  which 
would  remove  any  possibility  of  doubt 
in  the  Irish  law  Courts  hereafter  as  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  powers  they  were 
agreed  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
ought  to  have.      Was  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman     now    prepared    with    any 
suggestion    as   to    that?      The  second 
point  was  whether  the  works  which  the 
clause  '  authorised    the    Commissioners 
to  execute  for  the  improvement  of  an 
estate  included  advances  for  restocking 
the  land.     He  feared  that  that  was  not 
at  all  clear,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  some  specific  words,  such  as  were 
suggested  in  his  Amendment,  should  not 
be  inserted.      The  third  point  was  this. 
As  the  Committee  were  aware,   Clause 
11   only  dealt   with   cases   where    the 
land  was  vested  in  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners themselves,  and  gave  no  power 
for  dealing  with  what  he  believed  would 
be   the   great    majority  of    cases,  «.«., 
transactions    that    bad     taken     place 
directly  between    landlord   and  tenant. 
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He  could  not  imagine  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  ever  intended  that  there 
should  be  any  such  glaring  inequality 
between  the  two  classes  of  sales.  If  he 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  that  Amend- 
ment as  it  stood  on  the  Paper,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would,  at 
any  rate,  not  object  to  adding  some 
such  words  as  would  make  the  new 
clause  read,  "  The  Land  Commissioners 
may,  where  an  estate  or  untenanted 
land  is  vested  in  them,  or  where  the 
sale,  as  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Land 
Commissioners,"  etc.  No  doubt,  where 
an  estate  was  not  vested  in  the  Land 
Commissioners,  they  might  feel  some 
difficulty  about  interfering  directly 
themselves,  and  carrying  out  any  actual 
improvements,  but  the  object  could  be 
equally  well  accomplished  if  they  had 
power  to  make  advances  to  the  new 
purchasers,  as  the  Board  of  Works  did 
at  present.  The  words  he  suggested 
would  answer  the  purpose,  and  give  the 
Commissioners  full  powers  to  deal  with 
the  two  classes  of  sales.  They  would 
leave  no  room  for  misconception,  would 
settle  the  matter  once  for  all,  and  leave 
no  bitter  memories  behind.  They  all 
wanted  to  secure  a  clean  settlement, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  be  too  punctilious, 
but  would  accept  words  which,  un- 
doubtedly, would  remove  a  formidable 
obstacle  to  the  smooth  working  of  the 
Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  20,  at  end,  to  add  the  words, 
'  <3)  The  powers'conferred  upon  the  Land  Com- 
mission by  Sub-section  1  of  this  section  shall 
«xtend  to  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of  houses 
and  out-offices  upon  holdings  surrendered  to 
them  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  the 
Estates  Commissioners  may.  if  they  think  tit, 
instead  of  exercising  the  said  powers,  make  an 
advance  to  any  such  former  tenant  when  re- 
instated in  his  holding  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  or  rebuUding  upon  his  holding,  and 
for  the  restocking  of  the  same,  of  such  sum  of 
money  as  they  may  deem  necessary.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  sub-section  the  expression, 
'  former  tenant '  shall,  in  case  said  former 
tenant  shall  have  died,  include  his  heir  or 
personal  representative,  or,  if  no  representative 
shall  have  been  raised  to  him,  such  person  as 
may  be  nominated  by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners as  his  personal  representative.  (4)  Such 
sums  of  money  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
required  for  the  purposes  of  Sub-section  3  of 
this  section  shall  be  advanced  by  the  Land 
Commiasion   on  the  demand  of   the  Estates 


Commissioners  out  of  the  reserve  fund.  (5)  In 
case  any  landlord  shall  sell  directly,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  to 
former  tenants  of  holdings  upon  his  estate,  or 
shall  reinstate  former  tenants  in  their  holdings 
as  tenants  thereof,  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  section  shall  apply  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  estate  were  vested  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission.' "~{Mr.  William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 


Mr.  BUTCHER  (York)  thought  the 
point  a  very  important  one.  He  was,  he 
said,  confident  tnat  on  the  part  of  land- 
lords there  was  no  objection  to  the  rein- 
statement of  tenants  on  fair  terms,  subject 
to  the  condition  that  no  pressure  should  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  existing  tenants  to 
give  up  possession.  He  noted  with  satis- 
faction that  hon.  Members  opposite  had 
declared  most  strongly  that  they  would 
deprecate  any  such  pressure,  and  he  hoped 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  see  his  way  to 
clear  up  a  doubt  that  arose  on  Sub-section 
2  of  the  clause.  Tt  might  be  said  the  effect 
was  to  give  the  Commissioners  compulsory 
powers  to  turn  out  a  tenant  in  possession 
to  make  room  for  some  other  tenant.  He 
knew  that  that  was  not  the  desire  of  hon. 
Members  opposite,  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  add 
words  which  would  bring  the  sub-section 
more  into  harmony  with  the  wishes  enter- 
tained on  both  sides  of  the  House. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  it 
was  clear  they  were  all  agreed  as  to  their 
object,  and  desired  to  find  the  best 
method  of  reaching  it.  He  had  given 
expression  to  his  own  desire  to  make  the 
section  work  without  any  chance  of 
friction,  and  he  would  introduce  words  to 
remove  any  doubt  that  might  be  enter- 
tained in  any  quarter  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  clause  as  it  stood.  He  was  clear 
that  Clause  11  would  cover  the  object, 
but  he  was  quite  willing  to  make  it  clear 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.  He  was 
sure  that  the  Estates  Commissioners  would 
not  use  the  compulsory  powers  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Act  of  1901  against 
the  universal  opinion  of  the  House  ;  but 
if  there  was  any  doubt,  by  all  means  let 
it  be  cleared  up.  Having  said  that,  he 
repeated  what  he  had  said  before,  that 
there  was  some  danger,  in  fact  very  great 
danger,  in  seeking  by  a  number  of  specific 
directions    to  arrive    at    the    intention. 
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For  instance,  "  advances  for  stock  "  were 
words  used  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork, 
and  the  question  of  loan  arose,  and  if 
transfer  and  rearrangement  of  holdings 
were  not  mentioned,  that  would  raise 
doubts.  Specific  enactments  would  raise 
the  presumption  that  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioners  were  less  than  they  were 
under  the  clause  as  it  stood.  In  the  first 
sub-section  he  felt  clear  in  his  own  mind 
that  no  phrase  could  be  wider  than  "  the 
Commissioners  may,  where  an  estate  or 
untenanted  land  is  vested  in  them,  take 
such  steps  to  execute  such  works  as  may 
appear  expedient  for  the  benefit  or  im- 
provement of  the  estate." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN :  Does  the 
word  "  works  "  include  advances  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  there  was  no 
limitation.  The  Commissioners  would 
"  take  such  steps."  He  did  not  think 
any  doubt  arose,  but  if  any  doubt 
could  arise  it  could  only  be  in  respect  to 
the  object  for  which  the  steps  were  to  be 
taken  for  "the  benefit  or  improvement 
of  the  estate."  The  way  to  resolve  the 
doubt  was  not  to  make  the  clause  mor; 
specific,  but  to  make  it  wider  still,  and 
therefore  he  suggested  the  addition  of 
the  words,  "  or  for  the.  use  or  enjoy- 
ment thereof,  or  generally  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act."  Having  dealt  with  one 
point  he  thought  he  ought  to  deal  with  ! 
the  other.  But  if  they  removed  the  doubt 
on  one  side  they  ought  also  to  remove 
the  doubt  on  the  other.  He  therefore 
suggested  the  addition  of  the  proviso, 
"Provided  also  that  the  powers 
mentioned  in  Section  1  of  the  Act  of 
1901  shall  not  be  exercised  by  the 
Land  Commission  unless  they  certify 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  those 
powers  are  necessary  for  the  benefit 
or  improvement  of  the  congested 
estate."  He  would  propose  the  insertion 
of  those  two  Amendments  at  the  present 
stage,  reserving  the  right  of  reconsider- 
ing their  full  legal  effect  on  the  Report 
stage.  There  were  considerable  ditKculties 
in  the  way  of  extending  the  application 
of  the  powers  to  estates  not  vested  in 
the  Land  Commission.  The  difficulties 
were  so  great  that  he  had  not  yet 
attempted  to  grapple  with  them,  and 
while  he  hoped  that  before  the  Report 
stage  something  would  be  done,  be  was 

Mr.  JFyndham. 


I  not    very    sanguine    of    success.     TL? 
same  difficulty  arose  on  Clause  13  with 
regard  to  subtenancies  and  middlemen. 
j  It  was  very  hard  to  use  the  authority 
of  a  public  Dody  and  public  funds  except 
I  in  regard  to  property  which  was  vested 
I  in   that  body,   and  he   would  only  be 
delaying  the  Committee  if  he  attempted 
\  to  do  it.     He  suggested  that  the  hon. 
I  Member  should  withdraw  his   Amend- 
i  ment,  that    the    Amendment    he    had 
'  indicated  should  be  inserted,  and  that 
i  the    Committee   should    leave    to    the 
Report  stage  the  consideration    of  the 
possibility    of     extending    the  applica- 
tion of  the  powers  to  estates  on  which 
all  the  arrangements  were  made  between 
landlord  and  tenant. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  that  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  recognised 
the  undesirability  of  there  being  any 
inequality  between  the  two  classes 
of  sales,  he  could  not  imagine  there 
would  be  any  serious  difficulty  in  finding 
some  way  of  providing  sigainst  it. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) held  that  if  a  tenant  was  required 
to  give  up  his  holding  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country  or  of  the  estate,  he 
ought  to  come  out  better  than  be  went 
in ;  therefore  it  should  be  considered 
whether  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  should 
not  in  some  degree  apply  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  all  these 
matters  should  be  considered.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  these 
transfers  were  to  bo  perfectly  voluntary 
transactions. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  land ' 
to  add  the  words  'or  for  the  use  or  eojoj-- 
ment  thereof  or  generally  for  the  pnrpose 
of  this  Act.'"— {Mr.  Wifndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  7,  after  line  20,  to  add  the  wordi, 
'  Provided  also  that  the  powers  mentimed  in 
Section  I  of  the  said  Act  of  1901  shall  not  be 
exercised  by  the  Land  Commission  unless  the 

Digitized  by  V^OOy  If 


937 


Iridt 


{30  June  1903} 


Land  BUI. 


938 


Commiisioii  certify  to  the  Lord  Lieatenant  '• 
tiuJ,  thoae  powers  mq  necessary  for  the  benefit , 
or  impiovemeBt  of  the  eongeeted  estate.' " —  i 
ilir.  Wgndkmm.)  I 

Ameadinfint  agreed  to. 

I 
Qause,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  | 

Clause  12. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  policj 
underlying  the  Amendment  he  now 
proposed  to  move  was  that  an  asset 
ought  not  to  be  destroyed.  An  exclusive 
sporting  right  was  an  asset,  no  matter 
to  whom  it  belonged,  which,  if  dispersed, 
it  was  go  difficult  to  collect  again  that  i 
it  was  really  destroyed.  The  Govern- ' 
ment,  therefore,  held  that,  without 
prejudice  to  any  other  question,  where 
there  was  an  exclusive  right  it  should  be 
preserved  Where  the  landlord  wished  to 
reserve  the  right  to  himself  he  should  be  I 
Able  to  do  so.  Where  the  landlord  did  I 
not  reserve  the  right  it  was  to  be 
▼ested,  at  any  rate  for  the  present,  in 
the  Land  Commission.  The  Govern- 
ment considered  that  a  big  Land  Bill 
need  not  be  overloaded  to  save  rights  of 
very  little  value,  or  of  less  value  than 
exclusive  rights.    He  begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  mp  7,  line  21,  to  leave  oat  Sab-»ection  , 
((1),  ana  insert  the  words  (1)  'Where  at  the 
time  of   the  sale  of  any  land  to  the  Land  ; 
Commission  or  to  tenants  or  others  the  vendor  ' 
ha«,  subject  to  the  provisions  <»f  the  Ground 
Oame  Act,  1880,  the  exclusive  sporting  rights,  , 
those   rights   majr  be  expressly  reserved   by 
iiim.     (2)  Where  sach  sporting  rights  are  not 
«xpre88ly  reserved  the  sporting  rights  shall 
-vest  in  the  Land  Commisnon.     (3)  Where  any 
sporting  rights  become  vested  in  the  Land 
Commission,  those  rights  may  be  disposed  of 
l>y  Ihem  as  they  think  expedient,  having  due 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
land.    (4)  The  expression  'snorting  tights' 
includes  any  right  of  hunting,  shooting,  fishing, 
.and  taking  game  or  fish  on  any  land.    — (Mr. 
WyndAam.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
1  stand  part  oi  the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
«aid  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  a  very  bad  one,  and  he 
<li8liked  it  extremely.  Nobody  was 
more  desirous  than  he  to  see  sport 
preserved  in  Ireland,  and  he  agreed  that 
A  sporting  right  was  an  asset  which  if 


once  destroyed  was  very  difScult  to 
recover.  In  a  great  many  cases  it  was 
useless  to  preserve  the  right  on  small 
farms,  while  if  everybody  was  given  the 
right,  say,  to  fish,  the  subject  matter  of 
the  right  was  really  destroyed.  The 
question  was,  had  the  Government  done 
tne  right  thing,  and  was  this  solution  a 
proper  oneY  He  thought  it  was  not, 
for  unless  they  had  the  goodwill  of  the 
tenants  towards  the  settlement  all  these 
provisions  were  worthless.  The  Irish 
were  a  sport-loving  people,  and  desired 
people  to  come  amongst  them,  and  it 
might  be  a  matter  of  extreme  profit  that 
sportsmen  should  come  amongst  them. 
Did  this  proposal  give  that  incentive  to 
the  people  1  He  maintained  that  it  did 
not.  This  proposal  was  unnecessary, 
because  the  landlords  could  reserve 
those  rights  without  this  clause  at  all. 
So  far  as  the  law  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  necessity  at  all  for  the  provision 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
just  moved,  which  provided  that— 

"  Where  at  the  time  of  sale  of  any  land  to 
the  Land  Commission,  or  to  tenants  or  others,  the 
vendor  has,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Ground  Game  Act,  1880,  the  exclusive  sporting 
rights,  those  lights  may  be  expressly  reservea 
by  him." 

The  question  was,  what  ought  to  be 
done  to  tempt  the  tenants  to  give  up 
rights  to  which  they  attached  great 
sentimental  value  'i  The  landlord  should 
not  be  allowed  to  make  those  reserv- 
ations, and  there  ought  to  be  a  specific 
reduction  in  the  price  if  the  landlord  did 
make  such  reservations.  The  game 
should  either  be  reserved  as  a  whole  or 
not  at  all.  He  suggested  that  the 
sporting  rights  should  be  vested  in  the 
County  Councils,  or  if  that  was 
objectionable  they  should  be  vested  in 
the  Agricultural  Board,  and  that  Board 
might  issue  licences.  He  did  not  make 
that  suggestion  in  any  hostile  spirit 
towards  either  the  landlords  in  Ireland 
i  or  in  the  House  of  Commons.  His 
;  anxiety  was  that  as  the  landlords  might 
desire  to  live  on  their  demesnes,  they 
'  should  have  their  own  sporting  right*, 
but  they  should  not  desire  to  eat  their 
cake  and  have  it  He  would  give  thein 
a  right  of  pre-emption  or  first-letting, 
and  he  thought  the  Agricultural  Board 
under  Mr.  Plunkett  was  hardly  likely 
to  do  anything  hostile  to  the  landlords. 
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The  tenants  of  Ireland  should  under- 
stand that  this  national  asset  would  go 
in  relief  of  their  rates  or  in  some  other 
way  to  relieve  their  burdens.  This  was 
a  matter  upon  which  there  was  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  friction.  Questions 
of  malicious  injuries  would  arise  as  to 
the  burning  of  heather  and  other 
matters.  A  match  might  set  a  mountain 
on  fire,  and  it  might  be  dropped  by  a 
gamekeeper  in  negligenc&  This  pro- 
posal might  lead  to  the  leasing  of  the 
sporting  rights  to  strangers  who 
might  not  be  resident  in  Ireland. 
There  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
feeling  on  this  question  in  many  districts 
in  Ireland,  and  the  best  way  to  get  over 
the  difficulty,  in  his  opinion,  was  that 
the  GovM'nment  should  vest  those 
rights  either  in  the  County  Council  or 
the  Agricultural  Board,  and  the  landlord 
would  have  the  first  right  to  lease  those 
lettings  at  some  rent  which  would 
enable  the  tenants  to  benefit  by  insuring 
that  this  amount  would  be  placed 
against  some  local  burdens  which  the 
tenant  at  present  discharged. 

•Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said 
this  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, because  it  must  be  remembered 
that  this  Bill  professed  to  attract  land- 
lords to  sell.  He  did  not  know  what 
attraction  they  were  offering  by  threaten- 
ing to  extinguish  the  sporting  rights,  or 
if  the  landlord  was  to  be  walled  up  in 
his  own  demesne.  It  was  in  the  in- 
terests of  this  Bill  that  they  should 
approach  this  question  from  the  point  of 
view  of  inducing  the  landlord  to  sell 
and  to  remain  in  Ireland.  Whether 
the  landlords  remained  or  not  very 
much  depended  upon  whether  life 
would  be  tolerable  there  for  them,  and 
whether  there  was  sufficient  scope  for 
that  energy  and  recreation  which  had 
made  Scotland  the  rich  country  it  was 
at  present.  Sporting  rights  were  a 
great  national  asset,  and  anything  that 
was  done  to  diminish  or  extinguish 
that  asset  was  not  merely  against  the 
interests  of  landlords,  but  also  against 
the  interests  of  Ireland  as  a  whole. 
He  had  put  down  some  Amendments 
to  the  Chief  Secretary's  proposal, 
and  he  would  explain  his  reasons 
for  doing  so  very  shortly.  The 
Mr.  T.  M.  Heahj. 


Chief  Secretary's  proposal  dealt  with 
cases  where  the  landlord  had  re- 
served the  exclusive  sporting  rights, 
and  the  effect  of  this  proposal  was  to 
reserve  those  rights  after  sale. 
An  estate  was  a  sort  of  chessboard 
dotted  with  the  landlord's  exclusive 
rights,  with  concurrent  rights, 
and  with  rights  exclusively  the 
tenant's.  His  contention  was  that 
they  ought  net  to  extinguish  either 
the  landlords'  concurrent  rights,  or  the 
tenants'  exclusive  rights.  There  were 
a  good  many  tenants  who  had  exclusive 
rights,  and  they  ought  not  to  extin- 
guish them.  The  Amendment  which  he 
wished  to  propose  was  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  game  in  considerable  areas, 
where  these  various  rights  existed,  to  be 
preserved.  If  they  did  not  do  something 
in  this  direction,  this  great  national 
asset  would  disappear.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth  said  that, 
whether  they  had  rights  on  paper  or 
parchment  did  not  matter,  for  they 
were  no  use  unless  they  had  the  good* 
will  of  the  tenants  as  well.  In  order  to 
evoke  a  little  more  discussion,  he  begged 
to  move  his  first  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  5,  leave  ont  Sub-section  (2),  and 
insert — '  (2)  Where  the  vendor  hna  »  right, 
other  than  an  exclusive  right,  to  ezerciae  sport- 
ing tights  over  any  lands,  he  shall  be  entitled, 
within  the  prescribed  time,  to  purchase  np 
such  exclusive  rieht  at  such  price  ss  the  Land 
Commission  shall,  in  default  of  agreement 
between  the  vendor  and  the  tenant,  fix,  and 
such  price  shall  be  paid  to  the  tenant  by  the 
Land  Commission  out  of  the  purohaoe  money 
of  the  estate.  (3)  Subject  to  the  provision* 
aforesaid,  the  sporting  rights  over  the  land* 
shall  vest  in  the  Land  Commission.'" — {Sir 
John  Colomb.) 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member's  Amendment  is  not  in 
order  lutil  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  of  the  clause  are  struck  out. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  £.)  suggested 
that  the  clause  should  be  droppMl.  He 
did  not  r^ard  the  law  as  it  stood  as 
satisfactory  at  all,  but  it  was  not  because 
he  considered  the  present  law  unsatis- 
factory that  he  made  this  suggestion. 
If  they  examined  the  notice  Paper  thejp 
would  find  that  the  Amendments  to  th» 
clause,  of  which  notice  had  been  given. 
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extended  to  nearly  four  pages.  Know- 
ing the  enormous  diversity  of  opinion  on 
the  question  that  existed  in  the  House 
he  believed  they  would  see  clearly  that  it 
was  impossible  to  contemplate  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  clause  without  setting 
aside  some  hours  for  it.  If  that  were  so 
had  the  matter  at  issue  the  |importance 
which  was  likely  to  be  attached  to  it  % 
Even  from  the  point  of  view  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  was  it  worth  the 
long  struggle  and  the  great  waste  of 
time  which  it  would  involve  1  The  hon. 
Member  for  Louth  suggested  one  course 
that  might  be  taken.  He  knew  that 
view  was  held  by  some  hon.  Members — 
namely,  to  transfer  the  game  rights  to 
the  Agricultural  Department.  That  was 
a  course  which  he  himself  would  resist 
with  all  his  power.  It  might  be  that 
in  some  respects  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment was  doing  good  work,  but  he  was 
not  a  great  lover  of  that  Department  in 
other  respects.  The  proposal  that  the 
Agricultural  Department  should  have 
the  whole  country  covered  with  game- 
keepers would  be  the  prelude  to  a  very 
prolonged  and  conscientious  debate  from 
these  benches.  But  after  all  what  was 
the  object  the  landlords  desired  to 
achieve  by  this  clause)  Under  the 
present  law,  as  had  been  pointed  out  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth, 
the  landlords  could  specially  reserve 
shooting  rights.  He  was  very  sorry  for 
it.  He  recognised,  however,  that  if  he 
endeavoured  to  force  his  view  on  the 
Committee  he  should  probably  be  de- 
feated. He  objected  to  the  present 
power  which  enabled  a  landlord  to 
specially  reserve  game  rights.  But  what 
more  did  the  landlord  wanti  The 
present  state  of  the  law  was  from  his 
point  of  view  very  unsatisfactory,  but 
he  thought  the  landlords  would  not  be 
well  advised  if  they  insisted  on  debating 
this  clause,  in  consuming  a  great  deal  of 
time  over  it,  and  giving  rise  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  feeUng.  Although 
he  did  not  for  a  moment  put  this 
question  on  the  same  level  as  the 
questions  which  arose  on  the  first  and 
fifth  clauses,  it  was  a  question  which 
somehow  or  other  would  tend  to  develop 
heat  perhaps  very  much  in  excess  of  its 
importance.  He  shared  altogether  the 
view  expressed  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  sham  ir  a 


discussion  over  shooting  rights.^  Could 
anyone  suppose  that  if  this  House  tried 
to  force  on  the  people  of  Ireland  any 
provision  regarding  game  or  sporting 
rights  which  the  people  did  not  like, 
they  would  be  able  to  do  so  t  Of  course 
they  would  not.  People  throughout 
Ireland  would  kill  the  game  if  they  put 
in  this  Act  provisions  which  they  did 
not  like,  and  in  that  case  the  game 
would  bb  far  more  likely  to  be  exter- 
minated. Every  intelligent  Nationalist 
would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  and 
kill  as  much  game  as  possible  in  order 
to  protest  against  the  provisions.  It 
had  not  been  so  easy  to  preserve  game 
in  the  past,  but  would  it  be  easier  in  the 
future  if  the  landlords  insisted  on  this 
clause  after  the  land  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  themselves  1  They  could  not 
preserve  game  in  Ireland  against  the 
public  opinion  in  that  country.  There- 
fore to  force  through  Committee  against 
the  general  opinion  on  these  benches 
any  provisions  with  regard  to  game 
would  be  disastrous  to  the  objects  which 
the  landlords  themselves  had  in  view. 
He  thought  they  should  not  arouse 
sleeping  dogs. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  spoke 
of  the  enormous  wealth  which  had  been 
brought  to  Scotland  by  the  ex- 
istence of  game.  That  was  a  kind 
of  wealth  they  did  not  want  in  Ireland. 
He  had  spoken  to  English  tourists  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  himself  who,  with 
the  best  possible  intentions,  said  to  him  : 
"Why  don't  you  turn  these  hills  and 
waste  places  into  game  preserves  and 
deer  forests  and  bring  over  rich  English- 
men 1 "  He  replied :  "  We  want  none  of 
your  deer  forests  in  Ireland.  You  have 
driven  the  people  out  of  the  good  land 
in  Ireland  and  your  sporting  people 
would  drive  them  out  of  the  hills 
and  bogs."  He  was  not  a  sportsman 
himself  and  iJthough  he  was  not  an 
irreconcilable  on  this  question  of  game, 
he  did  not  hold  the  view  that  the  future 
prosperity  of  Ireland  was  much  tied  up 
in  this  question.  The  fishing  rights  in 
the  great  rivers  were  not  involved  in  this 
matter.  They  were  different  properties 
and  would  be  dealt  with  separately. 
Under  the  present  law  the  great  fisheries 
were  sold  altogether  separately  from  tl>e 
landed  estates.  The  real  question  at 
issue  under  this  clause  had  reference  to 
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small  trout  in  the  rivers,  and,  of  course,  I  the  rents  were  fixed  To  vest  the  ex- 
the  game  that  lived  on  the  land.  He  |  elusive  right  in  the  tenants  would  be  to 
said  that  rather  than  see  any  attempt  to  r  give  them  a  propertywhich  they  had 


turn  the  West  of  Ireland,  or  any  part  of 
the  country,  into  what  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  now  were,  he  would  prefer  to 
see  the  last  head  of  game  killed  in 
Ireland.  If  the  people  of  the  West  of 
Ireland  got  it  into  their  heads  that  there 
was  any  such  scheme  hidden  in  this 
clause  there  would  be  very  little  game  left 
/or  sportsmen.  His  advice  to  the  Govern 
ninnt  was  to  drop  this  clause.  If  they 
went  on  with  it  they  could  not  reason- 
al'ly  ask  the  Committee  to  consent  to 
p:is8  it  in  a  rush.  If  they  found  on 
inquiry  next  year,  or  the  year  after, 
that  the  County  Councils  and  the  other 
parties  concerned,  could  come  to  some 
agreement  on  the  question,  then  they 
could  introduce  a  separate  Bill.  It  was 
a  matter   which  might  be  dealt  with  in 


not  purchased  at  all.  The  property  was 
not  theirs,  it  was  their  landlord's.  They 
did  not  buy  it  because,  it  being  reserved 
to  the  landlords,  the  conveyance  was 
made  to  the  tenants  exclusive  of  those 
rights.  The  tenant  at  the  time  his  rent 
was  fixed  consented  that  those  rights 
should  be  reserved.  His  rent  was  fixed 
irrespective  of  the  exclusive  right  fixed 
on  the  property  giving  him  no  right  of 
game.  Now  the  Government  provided 
in  this  clause  that  the  conveyance  in 
that  case  should  be  made,  giving  the 
tenant  that  which  h;  had  purchased, 
and  giving  the  landlord  that  which  he 
reserved  at  the  time  the  rent  was  fixed. 
The  other  two  classes  of  cases  were 
where  the  rent  was  fixed  without  any 
express    reservation     of    game    rights. 


a  short  Bill,  but  to  have  a  debate  of  this  i  That  was  a  most  confused  condition  of 
character  in  the  middle  of  the  Land  Bill  '  things   because  if  the   hon.  Gentleman 


would  not  conduce  to  progress  or  peace. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  the  suggestion  of  the 
lion.  Gentleman — and  apparently  it  was 
the  only  suggestion  made— was  to  leave 
things  as  they  were.  The  result  of  that 
first  of  all  would  be  to  destroy  what  had 
been  most  properly  called  a  valuable 
national  asset ;  in  the  next  place  it 
would  take  away  almost  every  attrac- 
tion to  live  in  Ireland  the  landlord  had  ; 
and  in  the  third  place  it  would  leave 
matters  in  inextricable  confusion  and 
difficulty. 

Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
Under  the  Ashbourne  Act  have  not  the 
tenants  the  game  1 


Mr.  ATKINSON  ^aid  he  would 
answer  that  question  in  a  moment.  How 
did  things  stand  at  present  under  the 
Purchase  Acts  when  a  property  was 
sold'  The  Land  Commission  was  obliged 
to  vest  in  the  vendee  the  fee-simple  of 
the  land  and  discharge  all  claims. 
Frimafacie  that  would  mean  the  exclusive 
right  to  game  for  the  owner.  There 
were  three  classes  of  tenants  in  Ireland. 
There  were  the  tenants  over  whose  hold- 
ings the  right  of  game  was  reserved 
exclusively  to  the  landlords  at  the  time  j  ance.", 

Mr.  DUlm. 


referred  to  the  5th  Section  of  the  Act  of 
1881,  he   would   see  that  there  was  a 
kind  of  joint  sporting  property.    Nothing 
could  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  that 
land  should  be  conveyed  to  the  tenant 
with  that  kind  of  joint  right  existing. 
Yet  if  they  vested  it  in  the  landlord  they 
injured  the  tenant,  and  if  they  vested  it 
in  the  tenant  they  injured  the  landlord. 
What  they  said  in  that  case  was  that  if 
the  landlord  chose  to  arrange  with  the 
tenant  for  money  that  he  would  give 
him  the  exclusive  interest  in  that  joint 
right,   then   they   could   carry  out  the 
sale,  and  the  exclusive  right  so  bargained 
for    as    a    separate    and    independent 
transaction    between    man    and    man 
would    be  preserved   on  the  purchase. 
There  was  one  way  of  conciliating  the 
tenant,  and  inducing  him  to  acquiesce, 
and  that  was  to  pay  him  for  the  right 
And  when  the  landlord  had  once  got  the 
exclusive  right,  he  could  come  the  next 
day  and  sell  it  to  his  tenant.     The  third 
case  was  tliat  of  the  ordinary  tenant 
from  year  to  year  who   had   more  ex- 
tended rights.     In  the  same  way,  they 
said  to  the  landlord  by  this  clause,  "  If 
you  want  the  exclusive  sporting  rights, 
you^  must  reserve  them,  of  course  by 
paying   for   them,  and  when  you  have 
got  the  exclusive  rights  come  into  the 
Land    Court  and  arrange   the  convey- 
If  he  did  not  choose  to  do  that. 
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then  theesclusire  rig  hts  went  into  the 
Land  Commiasion.  Observe,  this  pro- 
▼ision  gave  nothing  to  the  landlord  for 
which  he  had  not  paid. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
AU  three  cases  inaj  exist  on  the  same 
property  and  get  mixed  up  1 

Me.  ATKINSON  said  "yes";  and 
therefore  he  submitted  that  the  only 
effectual  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter 
was  that  where  the  landlord  had  already 
got  the  sporting  rights  to  preserve  them, 
where  he  had  not  got  them  and  wanted 
to  get  them,  let  him  buy  and  acquire 
the  rights.  If  he  did  not  think  it  worth 
wliile  to  buy,  then  such  sporting  rights 
as  there  were,  were  reserved  to  the  Land 
Commission.  Any  other  arrangement 
would  lead  to  the  utmost  confusion. 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said 
this  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  the 
most  difficult  questions  with  which  the 
Committee  had  to  deal.  But  he  could 
not  at  all  admit  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland.  The  right,  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  seemed  to  forget  that  the 
very  foundation  of  this  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  passed  into  law,  was  to 
abolish  altogether  the  relation  of  land- 
lord and  tenant.  As  they  all  knew,  the 
right  of  hunting,  fishing,  and  shooting 
originated  in  the  old  feudal  system  when 
the  landlord  was  the  lord  of  the  soil  and 
when  he  let  the  soil  to  the  occupier  with 
certain  rights  reserved,  either  expressly 
or  impliedly.  But  the  moment  the 
landlord  parted  with  his  e-'tate,  inde- 
pendently of  this  Act  altogether,  these 
rights  were  gone.  And  when  the  Land 
Commission  now  purchased  a  property 
from  a  landlord  the  latter  ceused  to  have 
any  right  whatever  in  that  land.  He 
became  as  complete  a  stranger  to  it  as 
any  Member  of  this  House  who  had 
never  been  in  Ireland  in  his  life.  It  would 
be  an  anomaly  in  law,  without  any  parallel 
or  principle,  if  the  tenant  who  had 
bought  the  fee-simple  of  the  land  sub- 
ject to  the  payment — not  to  the  landlord 
but  to  the  State  —  of  the  purchase 
an  nuity  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  was 
not  the  owner  of  the  rights  of  shooting, 
fishing,  and  hunting. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  it  had  been 
decided  over  and  over  again  by  the 
Courts  that  under  the  Ashbourne  Act 
the  sporting  rights  were  reserved  to  the 
landlord  on  the  sale  of  the  holding. 

*Me.  HEMPHILL  said  that  was  under 
an  express  provision  of  that  Act, 
which  was  not  adopted  in  this  Bill.  He 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  was  most  important  that  the 
game  should  be  preserved.  It  would, 
he  thought,  be  a  loss  to  Ireland  if  the 
game  and  the  fishing  in  fresh-water 
rivers  were  not  preserved  in  some  way 
or  another;  but  certainly  they  could 
not  be  preserved  by  giving  them  to  a 
person  who  had  par(ed  with  the  estate 
altogether.  It  would  be  better  to  leave 
Clause  12  as  it  stood— 

"  Where  any  right  of  bnnting,  shooting,  fish- 
ing, and  taktDg  game  or  ti!>li  on  any  land,  be- 
comes vested  in  the  Land  Commi<.sion,  that 
ri)^ht  may  Ije  disposed  of  hy  them  ao  they 
think  expedient" 

That  vested  in  the  Land  Commission 
this  incorporeal  right  of  fishing,  hunt- 
ing, and  shooting,  and  they  must  deal 
with  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and 
the  neighbourhood  generally.  The  only 
argument  that  could  be  advanced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Yar- 
mouth was  that  the  late  landlord  would 
be  induced  to  continue  to  occupy  the 
demesne  which  he  was  supposed  to  buy 
back. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  And  might 
be  induced  to  sell  the  rest  of  his  estate. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  he  had  no 
doubt  the  landlord  would  be  only  too 
anxious  to  sell.  The  ihing  would  be  to 
get  the  tenant  to  deal  with  the  landlord. 
He  quite  sympathised  with  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  that  he  might  be  the 
victim  occasionally  of  ennui  in  a  remote 
part  of  Ireland,  but  that  would  be 
obviated  at  once  if  this  clause  which  it 
was  proposed  to  reject  were  allowed  to 
remain  as  in  the  original  ill.  What 
would  be  easier  than  tor  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  give  a  lease  of  the  shooting, 
fishing,  and  hunting  to  the  occupant  of 
the  demesne?  He  confessed  that  his 
plan  would  be  that  this  incorporeal 
right  should  enure  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  that  it  should  be  vested  in 
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some  public  body.  He  was  no  lover  of 
Government  Boards,  and,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  he  would  rather 
it  should  be  vested  in  the  County  Councils, 
who  were  representative  bodies  for  public 
purposes.  The  County  Councils  might 
perhaps  adopt  the  view  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member — though  he  hoped 
they  would  not — and  turn  Ireland  into 
something  like  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
and  cover  it  with  deer  forests  and 
grouse  moors.  It  should  be  recollected 
•hat  under  the  existing  law — a  law 
which  existed  long  before  the  Ashbourne 
Act  —a  tenant  from  year  to  year  has  an 
absolute  right  to  the  game ;  and  it  was 
only  where  there  was  a  lease  that  the 
shooting,  fishing,  and  hunting  were 
reserved  to  the  lessor. 

*Mr.  BUTCHER  said  there  were  two 
important  points  on  which  they  were  all 
agreed.  One  was  that  it  was  desirable 
and  necessary  to  preserve  sporting  ri^ts 
in  Ireland  as  a  national  asset.  The 
other  was  that  if  they  allowed  sporting 
rights  to  be  split  up  among  a  large 
number  of  small  holclings,  those  rights 
would  cease  to  exist.  Therefore,  it 
was  necessary  to  adopt  soihe  ftieans 
of  preserving  them.  He  would  appeal 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  approach 
this  question  in  the  same  conciliatory 
spirit  which,  it  would  be  admitted, 
was  shown  by  hon.  Members  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  on  more  im- 
portant matters.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  very  truly  said  that  more 
important  matters  had  been  dealt  with 
in  a  spirit  of  agreement,  and  he  thought 
it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  to  approach  this  question 
in  a  similar  spirit  of  conciliation.  This 
was  not  only  a  landlord's  question ;  it 
was  also  a  tenant's  question.  It  was 
necessary  that  resident  landlords  should 
have  sport. 

Mb.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  W.)  said 
there  would  be  no  landlords. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHE5  said  it  would  be  most 
important  that  former  landlords  should 
continue  to  reside  in  the  country  and 
spend  the  money  they  would  receive 
imder  this  Bill  in  the  country.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  many  persons 
who  resided  in  Ireland  suffered  from 
ennui.  He  would  assume  that  that  was 
the  result  of   want  of  sport.      It  was 

Mr,  Hemphill, 


said  that  fox-hunting  ought  to  be  suf- 
ficient; but  there  were  many  coimties  where- 
fox-hunting  did  not  ecist,  and  it  would, 
be  desirable  to  supplement  that  form  of 
sport  with  shooting  and  fishing.  What 
was  the  solution  proposed  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  'i  It  was  a  most  reasonable  one- 
and  amounted  to  this:  that  where  the 
landlord  had  acquired  and  was  in  posses- 
sion of  exclusive  rights  of  sporting,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  keep  those  rights. 

Mr.  REDDY  asked  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ever  knew  of  a  landlord  having  th» 
right  to  shoot  over  another  man's- 
property. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  a  large 
part  of  the  shooting  in  this  country  was 
over  land  not  the  property  of  the  person* 
shooting.  A  very  great  proportion  of 
the  sporting  rights  in  this  country  wer& 
exercised  by  persons  who  did  not  own  any 
land.  But,  of  course,  in  Ireland,  as  in 
this  country,  sporting  rights  could  not  be 
exercised  without  the  goodwill  of  the: 
occupiers  of  the  soil.  He  frankly  admitted 
that.  The  landlord  who  had  sporting 
rights,  and  who  was  disagreeable  to  the: 
tenants,  he  would  even  say  who  did  not 
do  his  utmost  to  conciliate  the  tenants,, 
would  get  very  bad  shooting  indeed. 
What  he  anticipated  was,  that  if  the 
shooting  rights  were  reserved  to  the 
landlord  under  this  Bill  .he  would  take 
excellent  care  to  be  on  the  best  of  terms 
with  his  former  tenants  and  to  see  that 
they  co-operated  with  him  in  preserving 
the  game.  Therefore  he  ventured  to 
think  that  the  Chief  Secretary's  clause, 
so  far  from  promoting  bad  relations, 
would  go  far  to  promote  good  relations. 
So  much  for  the  rights  which  were  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  landlord.  As 
regarded  rights  which  were  not  exclusive 
rights  the  Chief  Secretary  proposed 
what  had  been  proposed  by  two  or  three 
hon.  Gentlemen — that  they  should  be 
vested  in  a  public  body.  The  Chief 
Secretary  proposed  the  Land  Commission; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  proposed  the  County  Councils; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
"the  Department  of  Agriculture. 


hich  of  those  public  bodies  should  hare 
the  non-exclusive  sporting  rights  vested 
in  them  was  a  fair  matter  tor  discussion ; 
but  if  it  was  agreed  that  those  right* 
should  be  vested  in  a  public  body  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  agree  as  to  the  particular 
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body  to  be  selected.  He  ventured  to 
suggest  to  hon.  Gentlemen  o|q>osite  that 
they  would  be  doinj;  a  service  to  the  Bill 
if  they  would  come  to  some  reasonable 
settlement  on  this  matter.  If  any  Amend- 
ment were  necessary  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's proposal  it  could  be  moved  later. 

Mr  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E) 
said  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
regret  that  the  Government  should  have 
given  rise  to  this  discussion  by  introducing 
the  clause,  because,  as  far  as  he  understood 
there  was  absolutely  no  need  for  it.  At 
the  present  time  there  was  perfect  free- 
dom as  regarded  sporting  rights  between 
those  who  bought  and  those  who  sold. 

Mr!  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  a  clause 
to  vest  the  sporting  rights  in  a  public 
body. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
was  not  the  Amendment.  He  spoke  on 
the  matter  as  one  who  was  most  anxious 
that  the  game  should  be  preserved  as 
far  as  possible  in  Ireland ;  and  it  was 
because  he  was  certain  that  if  the  people 
were  given  the  idea  that  when  they 
bought  their  land  they  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  sporting  rights  there  would 
be  no  game  at  all  that  he  regretted  that 
the  Government  had  brought  in  this 
clause.  It  appeared  to  him  that  under 
this  clause  it  would  be  perfectly  open  to  a 
tenant  to  refuse  to  purchase  his  holding 
unless  the  question  of  the  sporting  rights 
was  satisfactorily  settled.  The  Chief 
Secretary  in  his  Amendment  said  that 
exclusive  sporting  rights  might  be 
expressly  reserved  to  the  landlord. 
What  was  the  necessity  of  that  ?  If  a 
landlord  were  making  a  bargain  with 
a  tenant  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  reserve 
anything  he  pleased. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  it  was 
necessary  to  insert  a  provision  in  order 
to  prevent  any  previous  arrangement 
being  destroyed  by  the  sale. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
wished  to  ask  whether  it  would  not 
meet  the  case  if  a  clause  were  inserted 
in  the  Bill  setting  forth  that  where 
land  was  to  be  sold  the  matter  of 
sporting  rights  should  be  a  matter  of 


agreement  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  As  far  as  he  understood  it,  that 
was  the  law  at  present.  He  believed 
that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  come 
to  an  agreement.  The  tenants  were  all 
fond  of  sport,  and  the  great  majority  of 
the  landlords  were  also  interest^  in  it  ^ 
and  that  being  the  case,  what  reason 
was  there  for  believing  that  an  agreement 
could  not  be  arrived  at.  They  were 
about  to  trust  landlords  and  tenants  to 
come  to  an  agreement  as  to  whether 
land  should  be  sold,  and  the  price  at 
which  it  was  to  be  sold ;  yet,  they 
would  not  allow  landlords  or  tenants- 
to  come  to  an  agreement  between 
themselves  as  to  sporting  rights.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  crediting  both 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant  with  a  spirit 
of  unreasonableness  that  they  did  not 
possess.  In  Ireland  the  law  had  not 
always  been  popular,  and  a  great  many 
of  these  troubles  would  never  have 
occurred  between  the  classes  if  the  law 
had  let  them  alone  and  had  not  inter- 
fered with  them.  He  believed  the  land- 
lords and  the  tenants  would  come  to  an 
agreement  in  this  matter  if  they  were 
not  hemmed  in  by  restrictions  and 
reservations.  If  they  said  that  the- 
tenants  when  they  bought  their  land 
were  to  allow  strangers  to  trespass  in 
pursuit  of  game  they  would  raise  very 
great  trouble  indeed  in  Ireland-  He- 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
leave  the  law  as  it  now  stood  and  to 
allow  the  landlords  and  the  tenants  to 
make  a  fair  and  free  bargain  with  regard 
to  the  sporting  rights.  He  hoped  the 
m  nds  of  the  people  who  purchased  their 
holdings  would  bo  disabused  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  that  they  would  be 
given  to  understand  that  they  could 
stick  to  the  game  if  they  chose. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  policy3*of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  policy  the- 
Government  had  endeavouted  toexpres* 
in  this  first  sub-section — 

"  Where  at  the  time  of  sale  of  any  land  to- 
the  Land  Commission,  or  to  tenants  or  others,, 
the  vendor  has  .  .  .  the  exclusive  sporting 
rights,  those  rightA  may  be  expressly  re- 
served by  him." 

If  the  hon.  Member  wished  the  law  to  re- 
main as  it  was,  and  if  this  clause  expressed 
what  the  law  was,  they  were  agreed  as  to 
policy.     [Cries  of,  "  No,  no."]    Then  he 
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did  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  leave  the 
matter  where  it  was. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  matters  as  they 
•were  now  were  in  a  bad  state  they 
wished  to  leave  them  in  a  better  state, 
but  their  solution  was  not  the  solution 
•of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  a  matter 
of  law  not  of  policy ;  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  entitled  to  express  an 
•opinion  on  the  law,  but  the  Government 
must  act  on  the  advice  they  had.  They 
■were  advised  that  unless  they  could  get 
some  definition  such  as  was  contained  in 
this  first  sub-clause,  the  matter  was  in 
doubt.  The  law  as  it  now  stood  seemed 
to  be  that  if  the  exclusive  right  was  with 
the  landlord  he  could  keep  it.  They 
took  no  account  of  joint-rights  in  the 
purchase  agreement.  There  was  no 
.attempt  to  collect  them  together  and 
put  them  in.  All  they  said  was  that  if  a 
landlord  had  created  an  exclusive  right 
it  could  not  be  left  in  doubt,  it  existed 
AS  a  piece  of  property  ;  it  might  be  worth 
X200  a  year,  and  they  could  not  leave 
property  worth  £200  a  year  in  doubt. 

.Mr.  wood  (Down,  E.)  pointed  out  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  arrangement  between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  and  the  tenant 
would  take  into  consideration  the  value 
•of  the  sporting  rights  in  the  price  at 
which  he  purchased. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  was  pre- 
cisely the  position.  They  said  the  fee 
when  conveyed  should  not  cover  that 
property,  but  that  when  it  was  not 
reserved  by  the  landlord  it  should  go  to 
the  Land  Commission,  but  that  if  the 
landlord  wished  to  reserve  the  sporting 
rights  be  should  be  able  to  do  so  by  agree- 
ment, which  was  exactly  what  the  non. 
Member  for  Clare  suggested.  They  only 
fiimplified  the  phraseology  of  the  declara- 
tion which  contirmed  the  desire  expressed 
by  all,  that  the  landlords  and  tenants 
should  arrange  this  mutter  as  they 
thought  best. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare.  W.)  aaid  the 
ifvhole  principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  do  away 
with  those  strange  anomalies  which 
they  found  in  Ireland  as  the  result  of 
the  Land   Bills  of  the  last  twenty-five 

Afr.  JFyndham. 


'  years.    If  they  did  away  with  the  sfOTt- 
'  ing  rights  the  <iueetion    for  the  Com- 
mittee  was  this:    The  sporting   rights 
were  one  of  the  most  valuable  sissets  in 
the  country.    If  they  were  to  be  vested 
in  the  Commission,  let  the  landlord,  if  he 
I  desired,  have  the  first  refusal  of  thera 
I  at  a  rental,  to  be  paid  to  the  County  or 
District    Council  in  whose   district  the 
rights  were,  to  be  used  for  public  pur- 
poses.   This  Bill  broke  up  Ireland  into 
a  country  of  peasant  proprietors,   and 
one  of   the   dangers  of    a    country   of 
peasant   proprietors  was  the    wholesale 
destruction  of  the  feathered  kind.    That 
was  the  reason  of  the  phylloxera  xisita- 
tion    which    came   upon    the   countries 
where  there  had  been  an  indiscriminate 
'  destruction  of  the  feathered  world.     He 
'  therefore  agreed  with  the  preservation 
of  game,  but  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  not  press  his  Amendment  in 
its  present  form,  but  would  vest  these 
rights  in  the  Land  Commission. 

Colonel   SAUNDERSON    (Armagh, 
I N.)   could   not  understand   why    there 
{ should    be   any    heartburning    on    the 
I  part  of  the  Irish  tenants  if  this  Amend- 
ment   were   carried.      In    many    cases 
I  game  rights  were  preserved  under  the 
Ashbourne  Acts,  and  no  feeling   what- 
ever    was     excited.       Was    it     to     be 
supposed  that  if    a  landlord    in   order 
i  to  reserve  these  rights  to  himself  gave 
'  his    tenant   valuable  consideration    for 
them    bad    blood    would     be    created  I 
Nothing    of    the    kind    would  happen. 
The  idea  was  chimerical.     The  Amend- 
j  ment  simply  proposed  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  present  proprietor. 

I     Mb.  T.  W.   RUSSELL  said   that  in 
'  the  earlier  debates  the  Chief  Secretary 
\  and    the    representatives  of    the    land- 
lords   never    made    a    speech    without 
I  referring  to  the   Land  Conference  Re- 
,  port,  but  in  this  matter  th<it  document 
was  being  entirely  ignored.      The  Con- 
ference debated  the  subject  for  nearly  a 
day,  and   came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  sporting  and  fishing  rights  should 
I  remain    as    they   were,   subject    to  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  Land  Purchase 
I  Acts. 

j     Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
!  ney,  S.):  That  is  the  present  proposal. 
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Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  itwasnothing 
of  the  kind.  The  Conference,  at  which 
both  landlords  and  tenants  fully  stated 
their  views,  found  it  impossible  to  agree, 
and  decided  the  best  course  was  to 
leave  matters  as  they  were.  If  on  an 
estate  a  landlord  had  a  shooting  right 
worth  £200  a  year,  that  right  was 
surely  a  part  of  the  fee.  According  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  the  fee  simple 
meant  everything;  consequently,  it 
would  convey  that  right^of  £200  a  year. 
But  had  the  fee  never*  been  conveyed 
hitherto  1  The  existing  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts  conveyed  the  fee  as  en- 
tirely as  the  present  Bill  would  do, 
and  they  made  these  rights  a  matter  of 
bargain  between  the  vendor  and  the 
buyer,  the  fee  being  conveyed  subject  to 
those  bargains.  The  Chief  Secretary  said 
that  that  was  what  he  proposed  now  to 
do.  Why  did  he  propose  to  do  that  which 
was  already  the  law  1 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  on  matters 
of  law  he  must  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-G  eneral. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  valued  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  on  any 
subject,  but  he  was  not  bound  to  follow 
his  advice.  The  less  lawyers  had  to  do 
with  this  business  the  better.  This 
matter  could  be  settled,  not  by  the  advice 
of  the  Attorney-General  but  only  by  the 
goodwill  and  friendship  of  the  people  of 
Ireland ;  and  he  advised  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
views  of  Irish  Members  opposite  than  to 
the  legal  pedantry  of  any  lawyer.  He 
agreed  with  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  that  the  matter 
should  be  left  as  the  law  now  left  it. 
When  he  idea  got  abroad  that  the  Land 
Conference  had  given  away  these  rights, 
he  was  deluged  with  letters  of  protest. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  leave  this  matter  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  object  of  the 
Ame  dment  was  not  to  defeat,  but  to 
preserve  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  to 
prevent  them  being  defeated  by  the 
coercive  force  of  the  vesting  order. 
There  was  not  in  the  Land  Code  from 
banning  to  end  any  provision  whatever 
for  the  preservation  of  these  sporting 


rights.  But  it  had  been  decided  that 
notwithstanding  the  coercive  force  of 
the  section  of  the  Act  of  1888 — that  the 
fee  was  to  be  vested  in  the  purchaser — 
in  those  cases  where  rents  had  been  fixed, 
and  the  exclusive  rights  had  been 
reserved  to  the  landlords  by  the  order 
fixing  the  rent,  the  Judges  had  found 
themselves  unable  to  make  a  vesting^ 
order  under  the  Purchase  Act  preserving 
the  rights  secured  to  the  landlord  by 
the  order  made  when  fixing  the  rent. 
Hi  sole  object  was  that  when  the  parties 
had  come  to  an  agreement  vesting  the 
sporting  rights  in  the  landlord  before^ 
the  sale,  the  legal  machinery  provided  by 
the  Act  for  carrying  out  the  sale  should' 
not  have  its  operative  effect  destroyed 
by  altering  that  agreement  in  any  way. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  always 
remembered  the  law  when  he  had 
made  it  himself.  The  Attorney-General 
seemed  strangely  to  have  overlooked  the 
fact,  but  the  existing  law  was  the 
exact  contrary  of  what  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  stated. 
[The  hon.  and  learned  Member  quoted 
Section  31,  32,  and  34  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  1896,  and  the  decisions 
based  thereon  in  support  of  his  view.] 
What  did  the  Chief  Secretary's  clause 
do  which  the  clause  he  had  read  did  not 
do  1  Within  the  last  twelve  months  the 
Government  i£self,  in  the  case  of  Loi-d 
Dillon's  estate,  obtained  a  declaration 
from  the  Court  reserving  on  the  Dillon 
estate  the  entire  game  rights.  It  was 
common  knowledge  that  the  landlords 
had  reserved  those  rights  in  the  past. 
He  did  not  like  the  existing  state  of  the 
law,  but  he  preferred  the  present  state, 
because  he  thought  it  was  better  than 
the  law  which  was  now  proposed  by  the 
Government.  The  Land  Conference 
agreed  that  the  existing  state  of  the  law 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  because  it 
enabled  the  landlord  to  make  those 
reservations.  Personally  he  would  have 
preferred  a  different  state  of  things  to 
the  present  law,  and  he  would  like  tu 
have  the  sporting  rights  vested  in  the 
County  Councils,  but  he  thought  that 
even  the  Agricultural  Board  was  better 
for  this  purpose  than  the  Land  Com- 
mission. He  did  not  suggest  that  the 
Agricultural  Board  would  employ  game- 
keepers, nor  would  the  Land  Commission, . 
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but  if  they  would  not  vest  the  sporting 
rights  in  the  County  Councils,  and  leave 
the  landlord  to  take  a  licence  out  from 
the  County  Councils,  surely  it  would  be 
best  to  leave  the  matter  alone.  This 
ipropoeal  was  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  good 
red  herring.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
<3ovemment  should  give  way  to  the 
landlords  in  making  this  claim,  for  this 
was  not  a  light  matter.  If,  as  had  been 
.stated,  the  sporting  rights  were  a  national 
asset,  they  were  willmg  to  take  it  away 
irom  both  the  landlords  and  the  tenants, 
and  make  it  a  national  asset.  But  the 
Government  clause  did  not  make  it  a 
national  asset  at  all.  It  was  said  that  the 
landlord  might  have  made  a  lease  of  his 
sporting  rights.  Did  those  vesting 
orders  ne  had  mentioned  enable  that  to 
be  carried  on  as  against  the  tenant  t 
Was  there  any  difficulty  in  making  the 
tenant  subject  to  a  particular  agreement 
in  regard  to  game  rights  1  With  great 
submission  he  said  that  there  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  this  matter.  If 
there  had  been  any  difficulty,  how  was 
it  that  under  the  Ashbourne  Acts  land- 
lords had  been  able  to  make  these 
reservations  7  Had  they  been  aU  along 
in  the  dark  as  regarded  this  law  t 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  they  did  not 
say  that  there  was  any  difficulty.  What 
they  said  was  that  it  was  essential  that 
the  parties  should  see  exactly  where  they 
stood  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  T.  M.   HEALY  contended  that 
the  argument  of  the  Government  was 
that  this  could  not  be  done.    The  Chief 
{Secretary  had  stated  that  he  had  been 
advised  in  that  direction  by  the  Attorney- 
General.      This  was  a  matter  of    con- 
siderable importance,  and  he  asked  the 
Government  to  leave  the  landlords  their  I 
present  powers  in  regard    to    sporting  ' 
-rights  which  enabled  them  to  make  aU  I 
those  reservations.     He  hoped  they  would  ' 
agree  to  this  course,  and  let  them  pass  on 
to  the  next  business. 

CoiX)NEL  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.)  thought 
that  all  such  rights  ought  to  go  to  the 
new  proprietor.  He  knew  cases  where  at 
the  present  time  the  shooting  was  let 
by  the  peasant  proprietors  themselves. 
If  they  had  a  system  of  small  proprietors 
they  could  not  have  game  in  defiance  of ' 
them,  because  they  could  easily  destroy  { 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


the  eggs  of  the  partridges  and  grouse. 
With  regard  to  transferring  these  rights 
to  the  County  Councils,  he  thought  it 
would  be  rather  bard  to  expect  county 
councillors  to  be  always  going  about 
prosecuting  poachers,  and  as  for  th 
Agricultural  Board,  he  thought  they 
would  find  enough  to  do  under  this  Kll 
without  prosecuting  poachers  or  protect- 
ing the  game.  He  wished  the  clause  to  be 
so  drawn  up  that  no  third  party  could 
come  in  at  all.  The  new  proprietor 
should  purchase  everything  in  the  {dace, 
and  no  doubt  some  bond  of  friendship 
would  exist  with  the  old  proprietor. 
Let  the  new  proprietor  lease  back  these 
rights  if  he  liked  to  the  old  propri^or, 
but  they  ought  not  toa'lowa  third  party 
to  slip  ia 


Mr.  wood  said  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  told  them  that  he  was  in  sub- 
stantial agreement  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  tenants  in  the  House,  and 
if  that  was  correct,  and  if  it  had  been 
possible  to  carry  this  priucifde  out  satis- 
factorily for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  surely  it  was  sufficientnow  that  they 
should  proceed  on  the  old  lines  in  regard 
to  sporting  rights.  So  far  as  the  Ulster 
tenants  were  concerned  they  were  just 
as  strong  as  they  were  in  the  West  upon 
this  point,  and  any  interference  with 
the  right  of  free  t)argains  as  to  sporting 
and  fishing  rights  would  be  resisted  in 
Ulster  as  strongly  as  in  the  West  of 
Ireland.  The  tenants  had  been  giving 
way  at  all  times;  the  tenant  was 
being  asked  to  make  all  the  sacrifices  and 
the  landlords  were  getting  all  the  benefits- 
He  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
get  up  at  once  and  make  some  concession 
upon  this  point. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  they  all  appeared 
to  be  agreed  that  the  landlord  and  tenant 
should  be  allowed  to  bargain  in  regard 
to  the  sporting  rights.  They  had  been 
told  that  in  the  past  these  reservations 
had  been  made  and  that  this  proposal 
would  make  no  difference.  If  they  were 
all  agreed  that  the  landlords  had  this 
exclusive  right,  and  that  they  would  be 
able  to  arrange  it  with  the  tenants — of 
course  getting  a  less  value — why  on 
earth  should  it  not  be  stated  in  the  only 
document  dealing  with  this  question. 
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Me.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
«aid  if  this  debate  was  prolonged  the 
responsibility  would  rest  entirely  with 
(the  Chief  Secretary.  He  was  bound 
to  {say  Tuder  the  circumstances,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  admitted 
•that  they  were  in  substantial  agree- 
ment upon  this  point,  and  he  ad- 
•mitted  that  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  there  was  an  agreement  that  free 
bargaining  should  be  preserved  between 
4andlord  and  tenant  in  regard  to  these 
Tights.  That  had  been  observed  in 
80,000  cases  which  had  already  been 
:settled  under  the  existing  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  and  in  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  these  cases  the  sporting  rights  had 
i)een  reserved  to  the  landlord.  Therefore 
under  the  existing  law  there  was  no 
lirouble  whatever,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  had  shown.  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  vesting  these  rights 
;8ubject  to  reservations  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  parties  to  the  bargain. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  his 
words  were  only  intended  to  carry  out 
that  idea,  but  they  were  of  opinion  that 
his  words  went  very  much  farther,  and 
■were  unnecessary.  He  suggested  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  should  withdraw  this 
.clause,  and  that  upon  the  Report  stage — 
after  he  had  had  time  fully  to  consider 
whether  any  words  were  necessary  at  all, 
or  whether  their  contention  was  right 
that  no  words  were  necessary — he  might, 
if  necessary,  bring  up  words  to  enable 
this  agreement  to  go  on  between  land- 
lord and  tenant.  Unless  there  was  some 
other  meaning  in  these  words  that 
they  had  not  detected,  there  was  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  withdraw 
the  clause,  and  leave  the  matter  to  be 
discussed  upon  some  future  occasion. 
.Although  he  agreed  with  the  Conference 
Report  that  the  law  should  be  left  as  it 
had  been  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
■that  was  not  his  idea  of  a  settlement  of 
the  question.  His  idea  was  that  the 
sporting  rights  should  be  held  by  the 
•County  Councils  and  should  be  let  out 
by  them,  and  the  money  so  obtained 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  It 
appeared  to  him  quite  clear  in  Com- 
mittee now,  as  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  Land  Conference,  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  coming  to  an  agreement 
on  that  point  within  a  reasonable  time, 
;and  therefore  he  waived  his  own  view 


on  the  matter,  and  was  prepared  to 
accept  a  settlement  based  on  the  lines  of 
the  Land  Conference,  leaving  the  matter 
perfectly  open  to  free  bargain  between 
landlord  and  tenant  in  the  future  as  it 
had  been  in  the  past.  He  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  not  to  be  responsible  for 
the  prolongation  of  this  debate.  He 
suggested  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  withdraw  his  Amendment  and 
reconsider  the  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  free  to  bring  up 
other  words  if  he  thought  it  necessary 
on  the  Report  stage.  When  they  had 
come  to  a  substantial  agreement  it 
would  be  little  short  of  criminal  to  go 
on  wasting  time  discussing  the  matter, 
in  view  of  the  number  of  dauses  which 
had  still  to  be  considered. 

.  ♦Sir  JOHN  COLO  MB  said  he  did  not 
think  the  recommendation  of  the  honi 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  accom- 
plish the  object  he  had  in  view.  There 
were  between  twenty  and  thirty  Amend- 
ments to  the  clause  on  the  Notice 
Paper. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Withdraw 
the  clause  and  then  all  go. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  said  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  should  be  careful  as  to 
how  they  withdrew  a  clause  in  regard 
to  which  there  was  considerable  feeling 
among  British  Members.  He  did  not 
see  that  the  Chief  Secretary  could  do 
more  than  he  had  done  in  explaining 
that  free  bargaining  under  the  clause 
was  in  no  way  interfered  with.  What 
was  proposed  was  really  a  way  of 
registering  what  was  called  "free 
bargains."  Those  who  were  objecting  to 
the  clause  could  not  get  that  into  their 
heads.  To  show,  however,  that  the 
landlords  on  their  side  wished  not  to 
delay,  he  was  willing,  if  all  the  sub- 
sections proposed  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
were  accepted,  to  withdraw  the  whole  of 
hii  Amendments. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  said 
there  seemed  to  be  great  confusion  pre- 
vailing in  regard  to  this  matter.  He 
thought  one  way  of  getting  over  the 
difficulty  that  was  felt  would  be  to 
omit  the  clause  altogether  when  it  was 
admitted  that  in  selling  to  ,the  tenant 
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the  fee  of  his  holding  the  landlord  sold 
all  the  right  he  had.  Why  not  allow 
the  tenant  to  buy  allt  Every  time  the 
Attorney-General  had  spoken  he  had 
described  the  game  as  a  great  national 
asset,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
was  a  landlord  asset.  A  price  which 
was  regarded  on  these,  benches  as 
liberal,  and  even  extravagant,  was 
being  given  to  the  landlords  for  their 
land,  and  yet  they  wanted  to  get  tagged 
on  to  that  another  asset  in  the  shape  of 
game.  He  personally  took  great  interest 
in  sporting  matters,  and  he  was  very 
anxious  to  have  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment come  to  between  both  parties  in 
order  that  sport  might  be  encouraged  in 
Ireland,  but  he  ceitainly  did  see  that  if 
this  clause  was  forced  through  the  House 
it  would  defeat  itself,  for  the  result 
would  be  that  the  tenants  who  were  now. 
to  become  the  owners  of  their  holdings 
would  resent  the  infliction  placed  upon 
them,  and  would  certainly  destroy 
the  game  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
preserve  it.  He  knew  cases  where  the 
tenants  had  purchased  and  the  landlords 
had  reserved  the  game.  These  were 
properties  where  there  was  continual 
friction.  There  were  gamekeepei-s  and 
spies  still  about,  frequent  prosecutions 
took  place,  and  heavy  fines  were  inflicted. 
The  result  was  that  the  game  on  these 

Eroperties  was  destroyed.  On  the  other 
and,  there  were  properties  where  the 
game  rights  had  not  been  reserved  by 
the  landlords,  and  the  tenants  themselves 
preserved  the  game  with  the  best  possible 
advantage.  His  contention  was,  and  he 
said  it  with  regret,  that  if  they  attempted 
to  place  coercion  on  the  tenants  in  order 
to  deprive  them  of  what  they  had  a 
perfect  right  to  get  when  purchasing 
their  holdings,  it  would  mean  the  destruc- 
tion of  game  in  Ireland.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  mentioned  a  case  where  a 
landlord  was  in  receipt  of  £200  for  game. 
But  how  many  cases  of  that  kind  were 
there  in  Ireland  1  The  landlord  was 
probably  getting  that  for  some  large 
wood  or  mountain  preserve.  But  a  case 
of  that  kind  did  not  affect  the  question 
with  which  they  were  now  deahng.  The 
landlord  would  probably  retain  that 
property  in  his  own  possession,  and  it 
would  not  interfere  with  the  position  of 
the  tenants.  They  had  no  objection  to  the 
present  landlords  living  in  Ireland  and 
enjoying  themselves,  after  the  tenants 
Mr.  CullifMH. 


had  become  owners  of  their  holdings; 
but  if  they  wished  to  enjoy  sport  of 
every  description,  it  would  only  be  by 
giving  the  tenants  the  game  rights  in 
their  own  hands.  If  these  rights  were 
reserved  to  the  landlords,  the  game- 
keepers, and  spies  would  give  the 
greatest  possible  trouble  and  annoy- 
ance to  the  tenants,  and  offenders  against 
the  game  laws  would  be  severely  punished 
by  the  landlord  magistrates  on  the 
bench.  The  question  of  fishing  right* 
affected  a  large  number  of  holdings.  The 
measurement  of  the  holdings  included 
portions  of  the  rivers  on  their  bonlers. 
The  tenants  paid  rent  for  Jhe  rivers,  and 
when  they  purchased  their  holdings  the 
fishing  rights  should  also  be  conveyed  t<^ 
them. 


The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND(Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin 
University)  said  he  would  makean  effort  to 
clear  up  the  confusion  this  matter  had 
got  into.  What  was  the  difficulty  which 
the  clause  was  intended  to  meet  t  By 
the  Act  of  1881,  Section  5,  the  Land 
Commission  had  power,  when  fixing  a 
fair  rent,  to  reserve  the  exclusive  right 
of  sport  to  the  landlords.  When  a  lessee, 
under  the  Act  of  1887,  for  the  first  time 
got  the  power  of  having  a  fair  rent 
fixed  during  the  currency  of  his  lea^e, 
that  was  coupled  with  the  condition  that 
in  the  fair  rent  so  fixed  the  reservations 
applicable  to  the  tenancy  from  year  to 
year  were  to  be  carried  on  in  the  tenancy 
created  under  the  Act  of  1887.  There- 
fore the  tenants  got  their  rents  fixed 
on  the  basis  of  the  landlords  claiming 
the  right  conferred  by  Section  5  of  the 
Act  of  1881.  The  judicial  rent  was  fixed 
on  the  basis  that  this  element,  or  appiu-- 
tenance  of  holding,  was  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  landlord.  When  a  holding 
came  to  be  sold  under  the  Ashbourne 
Act,  the  Court  found  that  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  to  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Lonth 
had  referred,  there  was  no  provision 
enabling  the  Land  Commission  to  dUow 
any  reserve,  such  as  sporting,  when 
the  fee  was  invested  in  the  tenant. 
What  the  Land  Commission  said  was 
that  inasmuch  as  all  they  were  giving 
to  the  tenant  was  the  holding,  and  as  the 
sporting  right  had  been  detached  from 
the  holding  when  the  fair  rent  order  was 
made,  they  were  entitled  to  exempt  from 
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that  holding  the  sporting  right.  That 
was  challenged  and  bitterly  contested, 
but  the  Land  Commission  adhered  to 
that  decision;  and  hence  when  the  Act 
of  1896  was  introduced,  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  all  these  jealousies  Sub  section 
2  of  Clause  41  insisted  that  the  resting 
order  should  be  subject  to  such  reserva- 
tions as  were  specified  in  the  order.  The 
sole  object  of  the  first  sub-section  of  the 
clause  under  discussion  was  to  continue 
that  same  power  in  the  future. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  Clause 
86  of  this  BiU  said  "  Part  One  of  this  Act 
shall  be  construed  as  one  with  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  may  be  cited 
with  these  Acts." 


Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  was  quite 
aware  of  that,  and  if  hon.  and  learned 
Members  would  bear  with  him  a  moment 
he  would  explain.  He  believed  there 
had  been  unnecessary  confusion  and 
friction  in  regard  to  this  matter.  They 
were  all  agreed  to  leave  the  rights  as 
they  at  present  esristed.  But  a  number 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  said  they  wanted  the 
present  state  of  the  law  altered.  If  they 
did  that,  it  meant  that  they  wanted  to 
take  from  the  landlord  the  right  of 
property  expressly  reserved  to  him  under 
the  lease,  or,  where  there  was  no  lease, 
by  virtue  of  the  judicial  fair-rent  order. 
But  if  they  were  all  agreed  that  the 
sporting  right  was  reserved  under  the 
lease,  or  under  the  judicial  rent  order  was 
still  to  be  reserved  to  the  landlord,  then 
when  the  tenant  came  to  buy  the  holding 
he  should  understand  that  he  was  not 
buying  that  right.  That  was,  in  his 
own  idea,  all  that  was  intended  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  first  sub-section  of 
the  amended  clause.  The  object  was  to 
prevent  any  litigation  afterwards  between 
the  selling  landlord  and  the  purchasing 
tenant,  and  to  provide  that  on  the  face 
of  the  purchasing  tenant's  title^  deed  it 
should  be  stated  that  he  had  not  bought 
the  sporting  right.  The  tenant  could 
come  to  the  landlord  and  say  he  wanted 
the  sporting  right ;  but  it  was  desirable 
that  the  tenant  should  not  be  deceived, 
OF  believe  that  he  was  getting  the 
appurtenant  right  of  shooting  which  was 
not  his,  and  which  he  had  not  given  up 
when  the  fair  rent  was  fixed,  because  it 
was  reserved  to  the  landlord  in  the 
lease.     Why  should  the  tenant  be  left 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


under  the  delusion  that  he  had  got  the 
sporting  right,  if,  in  fact,  the  sporting 
right  had  been  reserved  to  the  landlord 
prior  to  the  sale  ]  He  hoped  he  had 
thrown  some  light  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  thrown  consider- 
able light  by  his  most  interesting  speech 
which,  indeed,  to  his  mind  was,  the  only 
clear  speech  delivered  from  the  Govern- 
ment Bench.  They  had  been  engaged 
two  and  a  half  hours  discussing  the  first 
Amendment  to  the  clause — and  there  were 
thirty-three  on  the  Paper — and  they  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  nearer  the  end.  He 
spoke  with  clean  hands  on  this  question 
because  he  had  not  a  single  Amendment 
on  the  clause  on  the  Paper,  and  he  thought 
that  what  had  occurred  in  the  discussion 
must  have  struck  anyone  that  his  advice 
to  the  Government  at  the  beginning  of 
the  debate  was  not  unfriendly.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  explained  for 
the  first  time  why  it  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  clinging  to  this  provision. 
They  had  been  told  that  it  left  tbtf  law 
as  it  stood,  but  why  then  waste  time  in 
clinging  to  a  clause  which  did  nothing  to 
define  the  law  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  asked  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  really  suggested  that  when 
they  had  settled  so  many  big  questions 
they  ought  to  find  a  difficulty  in  stating 
in  a  simple  way  that  the  landlord  and 
tenant  might  settle  this  question  between 
themi 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  drop  these  words  in 
the  Amendment  and  allow  the  parties  to 
do  as  they  had  been  doing  for  the  past 
fifteen  years.  But  the  real  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  perfectly  plain  ;  it  was 
to  make  it  almost  compulsory  on  the 
tenant  to  part  with  this  right  without 
his  knowing  what  he  was  doing.  The 
law  as  it  at  present  stood  was  that  the 
tenant  could  not  part  with  his  right 
which  attached  to  the  fee  without  the 
whole  matter  being  explained  to  him. 
The  object  of  the  Government  was  that 
vast  bodies  of  tenants  were  to  sign  these 
vesting  orders  under  the  impression  that 
they  were  not  parting  with  the  game 
rights,  and  that  they  were  not  to  be 
consulted  beforehand.  It  was  because 
he  knew  that  this  business  would  lead  to 
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misunderslanding  and  confusion  that  he 
had  suggested  that    the    aG;reement  of 
the  Land  Conference  should  be  loyally 
abided  by.     The  Land  Conference  agreed 
to  let  sleeping  dogs  lie  and  not  to  alter 
the  law  at  all.       Did  anyone  imagine 
that  if  this  clause  was  forced  through 
Committee  against  the  will  of  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  it  would  not 
lead  to  a  feeling  of  injury  in   Ireland  in 
regard    to    game    rights  1     The    right 
hon.   Gentleman    had    quoted — and    he 
listened  to  him  with  amazement — as  an 
example  of  the  troubles  that  would  arise 
if  the  Amendment  were  not  carried,  the 
Dillon  Estate.     But  the  trouble  on  the 
Dillon      Estate      arose      because      the 
tenants     did    not     want     to    give     up 
their     game      rights     and  an    attempt 
was  made    to    force    them    to   do    so. 
The  tenants  objected  to  sign  the  agree- 
ment, and   wanted  an   alteration.     He 
would  further  put  it  to  the  right  hon. 
(lentleman    that    even   if    he    got    hi> 
Amendment,    had    he    considered    the 
subsequent     Amendments,     many     of 
which    would    lead    to    as    angry    and 
prolonged    discussion    as    the    present 
Amendment.      There  was  one  Amend- 
ment    in    the     name     of     the     hon. 
Member   for  York,  which  was  a  mon- 
strous  Amendment,    and    which    they 
would  have  to  oppose  to  the  end.    Had 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  mind 
Sub-section  2,  where  the  landlord  was 
specially  exempted  from  all  those  regula- 
tions t    Was  not    that   setting   up    an 
invidious  distinction  in  favour  of  the 
landlords,  who  would  buy  with  public 
money,  and  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
•on  an  equality  with  the  tenants,  as  they 
would    be  in  the  position   of   peasant 
proprietors.     Yet  they  were  to  be  speci- 
ally exempted  from  all  those  reguLitions. 
It  was  too  much  to  expect  that  such  a 
provision    should    be    allowed   to    pass 
without  a  protest    There  was  abundant 
evidence  that  the  section  would  lead  to 
considerable  discussion,  and  he  appealed 
4o  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  drop  it. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Eildare,  S.)  said  he 
^as  sorry  that  neither  the  Attorney- 
General  nor  the  Solicitor-Generid  for 
Ireland  had  said  anything  about  Sub- 
seotion  2.  What  was  Subsection  3  t 
Did  it  mean  that  where  the  landlord 

Mr.  JMon. 


did  not  care  about  the  excluiive 
sporting  rights,  they  should  be  vested 
in  the  Land  Commission.  Why  should 
not  those  rights  be  transferred  to  the 
tenant  if  the  landlord  did  not  put  any 
value  upon  them  I 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  explained  that  Sub- 
section 1  was  a  convenient  form  for 
carrjring  out  what  most  people  desired. 
All  that  Sub  section  2  said  was  that 
where  there  were  exclusive  sporting 
rights  to  be  safeguarded  which  the  land- 
lord did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
keep,  then  they  should  not  be  dissi- 
pated, but  for  the  moment  the  property 
should  be  left  with  the  Land  Commission 
until  it  was  decided  what  to  do  with  it. 
He  would  suggest  that  they  should  settle 
Sub-section  1.  which  only  dealt  with 
the  exclusive  rights  which  the  landlord 
did  think  it  worth  while  to  keep,  but 
could  only  keep  by  agreement  with  his 
tenants.  All  that  was  proposed  was  that 
the  result  of  that  agreement  should  form 
part  of  the  procedure. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  why  they 
should  not  leave  the  law  alone.  He 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
what  happened  in  1881.  It  was  most 
remarkable.  When  the  Land  Bill  of  1881 
was  introduced  there  were  the  words, 
and  the  only  words  "  exercise  any  rights 
for  hunting,  shooting,  fishing,  or  taking 
game  or  fish  which  belonged  to  theland- 
lord,"  so  that  every  tenant,  year  by  year, 
had  his  rights  to  game  under  the  Bill 
introduced  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  But  let 
them  mark  what  the  Lords  did.  The 
words  they  substituted  were — 

"  Hantingj  shooting,  fishing,  or  taking  game 
or  fish,  the  right  of  which  shajl  belong  to  the 
landlord  exclusively,  subject  to  the  provisious 
of  the  Gronnd  Game  Act,  1880." 

They,  the  Irish  Members  put  in  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Ground  G^me  Act,  in 
order  to  give  the  tenants  the  extra  right. 
The  landlords  in  the  House  of  Lords 
would  want  to  graft  something  on  to 
this  clause  which  would  transmogrify 
it,  and  then  they  would  be  told  when  the 
Bill  came  back  that  unless  they  accepted 
it  in  that  way  it  could  not  be  passed. 
Let  them  mark  the  difference  in  die 
clause  as  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gladstone, 
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even  better  terms — and  he,  tor  his  part, 
if  necessary,  would  continue  the  resis- 
tance. 


"  Hnatin^,  shooting,  fishing,  or  taking  game 
or  fish,  aad  if  the  landlord  at  the  comuience- 
ment  of  the  statntory  time  so  reqiiirie»,  then, 
as  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  the 
right  of  banting,  shooting,  fishing,  or  taking 
sa  ue  or  fish  shall  belong  exclusively  to  the 
utndlord  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Clroand  Game  Act,  1880." 

What  a  transformation  that  was 
from  the  original  proposal.  The 
Solicitor-General,  whom  he  congratu- 
lated upon  his  able  appearance  at 
the  Table,  reminded  him  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Closure  Rule  was  framed. 
The  original  words  were  that  the  Closure 
was  to  be  enforced  if  Mr.  Speaker  granted 
his  assent.  That  was  altered  at  the 
instance  of  the  Speaker  to  read — 

*'  If  Mr.  Speaker  shall  not  have  withheld  his 
as-sent." 

By   the   proposal  in   this  clause   auto- 
matically   these    rights    would    belong 
to  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  had  no 
right   of  haggling    or  bargaining  with 
reference  to  them,  and  they  wanted   to 
withdraw   from  the  tenant  the  chance 
of   being  a  free  haggler  or  bargainer. 
He  conceived  this  matter  to  be  of  capital 
importance.    He  was  willing  to  abide  by 
the  Land  Conference  Report,  which  gave 
the    landlords   a  huge  concession,  and 
beyond  that  concession  he  would  not  go — 
viz.,  to  leave  the  law  as  it  stood.     The 
Oovernment  were  introducing  a  sharp 
weapon  and.  a  burning  question  all  over 
the   country.      Let    them   take    these 
sporting  rights  as  a  national  asset  and 
vest  them  in  a  public  authority.     Was 
not  that  a  large  concession  ?    Further,  he 
would  give  the  landlord  the  right  of  pre- 
«mption,  and  on  cheap  terms.    Was  not 
that  a  fair  concession  i    But  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  agree   to  that.    They 
wanted  to  put   something  in  the  Bill 
JifiTerent  to  the  Ashbourne  Acts,  and  then 
the  House  of  Lords  would  say  they  must 
make  that  much  clearer.     It  would  then 
come  back  to  the    House  of  Commons 
in  the  dregs  of  August,  and  the  House 
of  Commons  would  be  told   that  unless 
they  accepted   the  Amendment  the  Bill 
eould  not  pass.     That  was  not  fair.  They 
had  offered  the  Government  that  which 
the  landlords  insisted  upon  at  the  Land 
Conference — in  fact,   they  had  offered 


Mb.    WYNDHAM  said   he  regr.tted 
the  attitude  taken  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had   said  this  was  a   stock  upon 
which    something   further   was   to     be 
grafted  in  the   other   House.     In   this 
Amendment  he  had  endeavoured  to  put 
the  very  minimum  of  that  to  which  great 
importance  was  attached  by  the  landlords. 
He  had  put  in  no  more  than  they  under- 
stood was  promised  by  the  Land  Con- 
ference Report.     If  his  Amendment  was 
accepted  he  was  humanly  certain  that 
it  would  not  be  used  as  a  stepping-stone 
in  another  place,  and  the  whole  of  his 
efforts  would  be  directed  to   this  final 
solution  of  the  question.  On  the  other 
hand,   if    he    were   to    withdraw    the 
Amendment — but  that  he  could  not  do 
— the    other  House  might  deem   itself 
absolutely  at  liberty  to  deal    with  the 
question  de  now,    and  would    possibly 
frame    a     provision    to    which     much 
greater  exception  could  be   taken   than 
had  been  taken  to  his  proposal,  and  then 
there    might   be  a   regrettable  conflict 
between   the  two  Chambers.    He   had 
sought  in  this,  as  in  every  other  question, 
for  a  basis  giving  a  minimum    on    this 
point  to  the  landlords  and  the  sporting 
classes  in  Ireland.    This  was    a   matter 
to  which  they  attached  great  importance. 
On  the  question  of ,  the  evicted  tenants 
the  landlords'  representatives  did  their 
very  best,  and  he  would  ask  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  on  the  question— to  which 
the   landlords    attached,    if    the      hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  pleased,  a  sentimental 
importance— to  place  this  provision  on 
the  statute  book.    It  did  not  go  further 
than  the  Land  Conference  Report,  and 
merely  gave  the  landlords    what  they 
understood  was  promised  to  them.    Sub- 
section 2  was  another  matter.     He  was 
prepared  to  put  in   words  to  make   it 
clear  there  was  to  be  a  bargain,  but  he 
must  adhere  to  the  Amendment.     He 
felt  compelled  to  adhere  to  his   Amend- 
ment on  this  occasion,  and  he  asked  the 
landlords'    representatives    to     support 
him. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  fully 
endorsed  the  remarks  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary   in  regard  to  landlords   general  y 
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with  reference  to  the  evicted  tenants 
question,  and  with  reference  to  the 
conceasions  made  in  Clause  1.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  obtained 
those  concessions  but  for  the  conciliatory 
attitude  of  the  landlords.  He  therefore 
felt  the  force  of  the  appeal  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  This  was  a 
comparatively  small  matter,  but  one 
which  excited  the  greatest  possible 
feeling.  Members  who  sat  beside  him 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  existing  law. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  his 
Amendment  did  not  alter  the  existing 
law,  but  he  had  not  made  that  plain  to 
the  Committee.  He  had  now  taken  up 
the  position  that  he  could  not  withdraw 
his  Amendment  and  would  not,  but 
he  was  prepared  to  put  words  into 
it  to  make  plain  what  was  the  desire  of 
the  Committee  namely,  that  these  rights 
should  not  be  reserved  to  a  landlord 
except  as  a  result  of  a  bargain  with  his 
tenants.  They  were  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  Bill  should  pass,  and  if  some 
words  could  be  put  in  to  make  that 
plain  there  need  not  be  any  further 
conflict. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  quite 
appreciated  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  waa  doing  his  best  to  get 
them  out  of  the  difficulty  they  were 
now  in,  and  he  would  give  an  under- 
taking before  the  Report  stage  to 
make  it  perfectly  plain  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  satisfaction 
that  that  m  as  part  of  the  agreement,  un- 
less the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
some  particular  fancy  to  put  the  words 
in  now. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  bethought 
it  was  most  undesirable  to  leave  a  lot  of 
these  questions  over  to  be  brought  up 
on  Report.  There  should  be  no  difficulty 
in  inserting  words  now. 

Thb  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir 
Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University) 
said  that  in  order  to  get  out  of 
the  difficulty  he  would  suggest  that 
the  Amendment  should  be  accepted 
as  he  had  just  drafted  it,  namely, 
••Where  at  the  time  of  sale  of  any 
land  to  the  Land  Commission,  or  to 
tenants,  or  others,  the  vendor  has. 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ground 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


Game  Act.  1880,  the  exclusive  sporting 
rights,  those  rights  may,  by  agreement 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  be 
either  conveyed  to  the  tenant  or  reserved 
to  the  landlord."  He  thought  thoM 
words  would  clear  up  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  thought  those 
words  carried  out  the  object  for  which 
they  had  been  contending,  and  if  they 
were  accepted  the  Amendment  might 
be  agreed  to  without  further  discussion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would 
accept  the  words  for  the  sake  of  peace. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  la  page  7,  line  21,  to  leave  out  Snb-aeotioo 
1,  and  insert  the  words  '  Where  at  the  time  of 
sale  of  any  land  to  the  Land  Commission,  or  to 
tenants  or  others,  the  vendor  has,  subject  U» 
the  provisions  of  the  Ground  Game  Act,  1S80, 
the  exclusive  sporting  rights,  those  rights  may, 
by  agreement  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  be  either  conveyed  to  the  tenant  or 
reserved  to  the  landlord.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  The  expression  '  sporting  rights '  includes 
any_  right  of  hunting,  shooting,  fishing,  and 
taking  game  or  fish  on  any  land."— -(J^r. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

*Mb.  butcher  said  he  was  aware 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
an  Amendment  down  at  a  later  stage 
of  the  Bill  dealing  with  mineral 
rights,  but  that  did  not  meet  the 
case  he  had  in  view  when  placing  his 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.  The  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  to  preserve  the 
mining  rights  and  water  rights  to  those 
to  whom  they  now  belonged  by  law. 
The  mining  law  was  very  complicated, 
but  he  believed  its  main  provisions  were 
that  unopened  mines  belonged  entirely 
to  the  owner  of  the  land ;  that,  with 
regard  to  mines  which  had  been  opened, 
there  was  a  concurrent  right  of  working 
to  both  landlord  and  tenant ;  and  that, 
as  to  quarries  and  so  forth,  there  is 
also  a  concurrent  right,  but  the  tenant 
must    not    work    them    for    purposes 
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of  profit.  The  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment vould  be  that  where  a  bargain  for 
the  sale  of  any  land  was  made,  based  as 
it  would  be  on  the  agricultural  value  of 
the  land,  the  mining  rights  should  remain 
exactly  as  they  were.  It  could  not  be 
right  that  the  tenants,  or  the  Land 
Commission  should  be  given  these  rights 
unless  they  paid  for  them,  and  the 
Amendment  proposed  that  the  Land 
Commission,  should  be  empowered  to 
purchase  them.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  26,  to  leave  out  Snb- 
'section  2,  and  insert  the  words  '  "  raining 
rights "  shall  mean  all  rights  of  mining,  and 
taking  minerals,  and  of  digging  and  searching 
for  minerals,  and  of  opening  quarries,  or  beds 
of  stone,  limestone,  sand,  marl,  gravel,  or  day, 
and  taking  materials  therefrom,  and  of  raising 
timber  from  nnder  the  ground,  and  all  rights  to 
and  in  respect  of  mining  rents  and  royalties; 
and  the  words  "water  rights  "shall  mean  all 
rights  of  or  to  water  power.  (2.)  Ou  a  sale 
nnder  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  an  estate, 
whether  to  the  Land  Commission  or  otherwise, 
the  owner  of  the  estate  or  any  other  person  or 
corporation  entitled  to  any  mining  rights,  or 
water  rights  shall,  in  the  absence  of  express 
agreement  to  the  contrary,  by  such  owner, 
person,  or  corporation,  be  entitled  to  and  shall 
retain  and  exercise  or  diaposo  of  as  he  or  they 
shall  think  fit  all  such  mining  rights  and  water 
rights.  (3.)  On  any  such  sale  as  aforesaid, 
notwithstanding  that  any  mining  rights  and 
Water  rights  are  retained  by  or  reserved  to  the 
owner  of  the  estate,  such  sale  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  a  sale  of  an  estate  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Land  Purchaae  Acts,  and  advances  shall 
be  made  accordingly.  (4. )  The  Land  Ck>mmis- 
aioa  may  purchase  from  the  owner  of  an  estate, 
or  from  any  person  or  corporation,  at  such  price 
as  may  be  agreed  on,  any  mining  rights  or 
water  rights,  and  sncb  sale  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  a  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  and  advances  shall  be  made 
accordingly.  (5.)  Where  any  mining  lights  or 
water  rights  become  vested  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission sach  rights,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
disposed  of  by  them  in  manner  hereafter  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament.'  "—{Mr.  Butcher.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mk.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  thought  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  could  hardly 
be  serious  in  proposing  this  Amend- 
ment. The  landlord  was  not  only  to 
get  a  high  price  for  his  land  and  a  large 
bonus,  but  it  was  now  proposed  that  he 
should  also  be  compensated  for  these 
mineral  rights. 


*Mr.  butcher  said  he  simply  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  rights  as  they  were. 
Surely  when  the  land  was  being  sold 
as  agricultural  land  the  mining  rights 
should  be  kept  out  of  the  matter  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  FLYNN  contended  that  if  the 
Land  Commission  bought  the  land  it 
bought  everything  contained  therein. 
The  Amendment  was  a  most  fantastical 
proposition,  put  forward  on  behalf  of  a 
section  of  the  community  who  were 
already  getting  exceptionally  generous 
terms. 

CoLONBL  SAUNDERSON,  as  showing 
the  necessity  for  the  Amendment,  in- 
stanced the  case  of  an  estate  in  Kilkenny, 
on  which  was  situated  one  of  the  largest 
coal-fields  in  Ireland.  He  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  proprietor  saying  he 
would  absolutely  refuse  to  sell  any  of 
his  land  unless  the  value  of  the  coal-field 
was  made  up  to  him.  Could  it  be  con- 
ceived that  the  owner  would  sell  his 
land  at  its  surface  value  when  that 
which  was  under  the  surface  was  worth 
ten  times  as  much  ?  The  Amendment 
would  leave  the  law  as  it  at  present 
stood,  and  that,  he  thought,  was  a 
leasonable  course  to  follow. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  Amend- 
ment would  make  the  digging  upof  a  little 
bog-oak  or  sand  or  gravel  a  mining 
right !  The  idea  was  absurd.  Was  it 
to  be  supposed  that  a  farmer  would  buy 
his  farm  and  not  be  at  liberty  to  use 
the  sand  or  gravel  he  might  find  there  t 
These  landlords'  rights  could  be  carried 
a  great  deal  too  far.  He  was  willing  to 
make  almost  any  sacrifices  for  the  Bill, 
but  he  was  not  willing  that  the  tenants 
should  be  put  in  such  fetters  as  these. 
The  proposal  was  monstrous. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  thought  tk 
heat  of  the  hon.  Member  must  have 
been  caused  by  some  misconception. 

*Mr.    T.   W.    RUSSELL :    We  know 
I  what  is  going  on  in  that  corner. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  it  seemed 
to  be  forgotten  that  certain  rights  at 
present  belonged  to  the  landlord,  and 
were  part  of  his  estata 
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AK  HON.  MEMBER :  And  he  is  going 
to  sell  his  estate. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  further  pointed 
out  that  these  rights  were  left  entirely 
out  of  account  when  fair  rents  were 
fixed.  Thei  Amendment  proposed  that 
the  rights  should  be  reserved  to  the 
landlord  unless  thej  were  paid  for.  That 
was  a  reasonable  proposition,  and  one 
which  he  should  support. 

AIb.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  natural 
thing,  when  the  reversion  was  sold,  was 
that  the  mining  rights  should  go  with 
it.  It  would,  however,  be  impossible 
for  small  proprietors  reasonably  to 
develop  such  rights,  and  so  the  Bill  pro- 
vided that  the  mining  rights  should  be 
vested  in  the  Commission,  and  disposed 
of  by  them  in  a  manner  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament.  It  was  felt  that  the 
Land  Commission,  if  they  held  the  mining 
rights  of  a  couple  of  hundred  small 
properties,  might  be  able  to  develop 
them  in  a  manner  that  the  individual 
tenant  could  not.  By  an  Amendment 
lower  on  the  Paper,  the  Chief  Secretary 
proposed  to  secure  to  the  tenant  purchaser 
the  right  of  mining  and  taking  stone, 
gravel,  sand,  or  clay,  not  merely  for  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm,  but  for  sale.  On 
the  other  hand,  other  minerals,  such  as 
ores  and  so  forth,  would  be  vested  in  tbe 
Commission.  That  being  the  position 
they  had  taken  up  the  Government  were 
unable  to  accept  this  Amendment.  Those 
rights  were  absolutely  useless  in  the 
hands  of  the  tenant  purchasers,  and  he 
thought  what  tbe  Government  proposed 
was  the  best  position  to  take  up. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (DubUn  County,  N.) 
said  that  after  the  statement  of 
the  Attorney-General  he  thought  the 
Government  scheme  was  one  to 
which  no  exception  could  be  taken. 
He  quite  agreed  that  there  might  be 
cases  in  which  mineral  rights  miglit  be 
of  such  importance  that  they  ought  to 
be  utilised  in  the  public  service,  and  he 
was  convinced  that  if  those  rights  were 
scattered  over  a  series  of  small  holdings 
it  would  be  impossible  to  devote  them  to 
the  public  benefit.  He  entirely  assented 
to  the  proposition  that  these  rights 
should  be  vested  in  the  Land  Commission 
for  the  benefit  of    Ireland,   and  if  the 


clause  was  amended  so  as  to  give  to  the 
tenant  the  right  of  using  gravel,  sand, 
and  clay  for  his  own  purposes  of 
husbandry,  and  also  for  sale,  if  he 
thought  fit,  that  would  be  a  sensible 
settlement  of  the  question.  That  being 
so,  he  hoped  the  Government  would  itana 
by  this  provision,  and  not  allow  this 
clause  to  be  mutilated,  either  in  this 
House  or  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  any 
such  proposal  as  that  which  was  now 
before  the  Committee.  When  he  listened 
to  such  speeches  as  those  which  they  had 
just  heard  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Yarmouth,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  landlords  wanted  to  get 
the  highest  price  they  could  for  their 
land  and  keep  it  as  well.  If  the  land' 
lords  got  the  value  of  their  land,  including 
the  minerals  and  everything  else  they 
now  owned,  from  the  sky  to  the  middle 
of  the  earth,  what  injustice  was  there  in 
preserving  these  rights  to  the  tenant 
purchaser  1  Imagine  what  would  hajqien 
if  the  new  clause  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  were  adopted.  The 
land  would  not  be  felt  to  belong  to  the 
tenant  purchaser  at  all,  because  every 
day  the  landlord  might  come  in-  ripping 
up  the  land  and  searching  for  minerals 
which  he  might  dig  out  and  carry  awa}'. 
If  the  minerals  were  a  national  asset, 
peace  was  also  a  national  asset,  and  peace 
would  be  entirely  destroyed  by  any  such 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  landlords  who 
had  sold  their  land  to  the  tenants.  The 
Amendment  under  consideration,  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  tend  to  preserve  that 
feeling  which  had  hitherto  been  mani- 
fested in  these  debates.  Such  Amend- 
ments did  not  further  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  if  any  such 
proposals  were  carried,  in  his  ofnnion 
they  would  gravely  imperil  the  future 
settlement  of  the  land  question. 

Me.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  York 
would  not  press  this  Amendment  It 
was  quite  evident  that  this  proposal 
would  excite  strong  feeling.  The  Govern- 
ment had  explained  the  attitude  they 
took  up,  and  though  that  attitude  was 
not  altogether  satisfactory,  Irish  Members 
were  willing  to  go  half  way  and  accept 
it,  and  it  was  only  fair  that  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  landlords  should  reciprocate. 
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•Mr,  butcher  asked  the  Committee 
to  consider  the  case  of  a  tenant  upon  a 
judicial  holding  paving  an  agricultural 
rent.  A  rent  of  what  1  Simply  of  the 
agricultural  land  on  the  surface.  In 
estimating  that  value  the  landlord  did 
not  get  one  farthing  for  any  mineral 
rights  underneath.  If  the  landlord 
wished  to  sell  such  land  he  would  make 
an  agreement  within  the  zone,  based  on 
the  rent  of  the  agricultural  land.  That 
was  quite  right  so  long  as  he  was  selling 
agricultural  land,  which  simply  meant 
the  use  of  the  surface.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  Land  Commission  should 
take  such  assets  as  valuable  coal  mines 
or  other  minerals  underneath  the  land 
from  the  landlord  and  not  pay  one 
farthing  for  them.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
"  Where  are  they  1 '']  He  did  not  think 
that  was  either  business  or  fair  play. 
He  was  in  favour  of  a  man  if  he  had 
property  selling  it  if  he  could  get  any- 
thing for  it,  but  he  was  not  in  favour  of 
a  man  being  forced  to  sell.  [An  Hon. 
MehbeB:  Not  forced.]  At  any  rate 
he  was  not  in  favour  of  a  man  entering 
into  an  agreement  to  sell  one  thing  and 
being  forced  to  sell  something  else  with 
it.  He  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
find  some  means  of  meeting  such  a  case 
as  he  had  put,  which  might  prove  ex- 
ceedingly hard  to  the  landlord.  He 
thought  the  mining  rights  should  be 
preserved  to  the  landlord,  or  else  he 
ought  to  be  paid  for  them.  The  idea  of 
vesting  them  in  the  Commission,  who 
had  not  paid  a  farthing  for  them,  was 
really  one  which,  he  thought,  they  should 
not  be  asked  to  support. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  British 
taxpayer  came  in  here,  and  it  was  part 
of  his  bargain  with  the  Treasury  that 
these  somewhat  remote  and  he  was  afraid, 
speculative  rights,  should  be  thrown 
into  the  bargain  and  should  belong  to 
the  State.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  land- 
lords did  not  derive  any  advantage  from 
what  might  or  might  not  be  under  the 
soiL  He  had  done  his  best  to  arrive  at 
a  solution  which  was  fair  all  round.  He 
should  deprecate  any  attempt  to  prevent 
the  landlords  getting  minerals  from  their 
land,  but  if  a  landlord  thought  there 
was  coal  under  a  particular  fiel(^  it  might 
be  worth  his  while  to  buy  that  field  back. 
He  was  not  aware  that  there  was  a  lot  of 
coal,  or  copper,  or  gold  in  Ireland.    [An 


Hon.  Member:  Gold  Ornaments.]  Of 
course,  if  there  was  a  mine  that  was 
being  worked  or  was  leased  to  somebody 
else,  that  was  another  matter.  It  was 
quite  clear  that  they  could  not  interfere 
with  that.  And,  in  the  same  way,  if  a 
landlord  were  really  working  a  mine  or  a 
quarry  with  capital  and  with  people 
employed,  if,  in  fact,  it  was  a  going 
concern,  there  ought  to  be  nothing  in  this 
Act  to  make  it  difficult  to  keep  that 
concern  going.  If,  however,  it  was  specu- 
lative, then  let  the  State  have  the 
minerals,  but  let  them  make  it  clear  that 
that  conveyance  in  futurity  to  the  Stat© 
was  not  to  deprive  the  peasant  proprietor 
of  any  minerals  either  on  or  under  the 
surface  which  he  needed  not  only  for 
husbandry  but  also  for  entering  into 
contracts. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
mines  could  not  be  disposed  of  without  a 
Bill  in  Parliament.  He  asked  what  pro- 
vision had  been  made  to  protect  the 
Crown  rights  in  regard  to  gold  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  That  is  provided 
for  by  Sub-section  (6). 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,E.) asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  whether  in  the  case  of 
minerals  being  found  in  any  particular 
county  that  county  would  get  the  advan- 
tage or  whether  the  revenue  would  be  put 
to  a  general  fund.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  individual  county  should  have  a 
preferential  claim.  In  his  own  county 
fifteen  years  ago  copper  mines  were 
worked  to  great  advantage.  He  knew 
one  case  where  one  proprietor  got 
X2,000  by  receiving  one-sixteenth  part 
of  the  profits. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  did  not  think  they 
could  carry  it  further  than  they  had 
done  in  the  clause.  They  could  leave 
that  to  Parliament  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  future.  If  it  became  a  practical 
question  it  could  easily  be  discussed,  but 
he  did  not  think  they  should  discuss 
it  now. 

*Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  said 
the  clause  would  seriously  affect  the 
granite  industry  which  was  carried  on  in 
the  part  of  Ireland  he  came  from.  If 
the  right  to  the  granite  was  vested  in  the 
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peasant  proprietor  he  thought  that  would 
interfere  with  the  development  of  the 
industry.  He  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  insertion  in 
the  Bill  of  a  definition  of  "  stone,"  and 
also  that  all  valuable  minerals  should  be 
vested  in  the  Crown  and  not  in 
indivi  luals. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  a  great  deal 
of  the  granite  that  was  available  was 
already  being  worked.  In  those 
oases  the  rights  would  be  covered 
by  a  further  clause  which  he  would 
suggest.  When  the  h^n.  Member  asked 
them  to  try  to  legislate  for  granite  which 
might  be  work^  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  practicable.  He  would  like 
to  say  generally  that  it  was  not  possible 
in  one  Bill  to  ant'cipate  all  the  develop- 
ments that  might  take  place.  A  number 
of  questions  might  be  raised,  but  if  they 
were  not  to  have  any  practical  effect  for 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  he  thought 
they  might  leave  something  to  their 
successors.  If  there  was  any  danger  of 
granite  not  being  worked  on  account  of 
this  Bill,  Parliament  would  amend  the 
Bill  in  order  that  it  might  be  worked. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
in  contemplation  the  coal  mines  which 
were  at  present  being  worked. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  go  outside  the  language  of  the  clause 
at  present.  He  would  put  in  a  clause 
dealing  with  mines  which  were  being 
worked  and  which  had  a  substantial 
value  at  the  present  moment,  and  aUo 
with  properties  which  had  a  prospective 
mining  value.  All  that  would  be  pro- 
vided for  He  thought  what  was  now 
proposed  was  a  useful,  practical,  all- 
round,  fair  decision  on  the  ordinary 
cases. 


*Mb.  butcher  said  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  not  convinced  him,  but  as  he 
had  promised  to  deal  with  certain 
specified  coses,  he  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr.  ffDoherty. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  36,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  (c)  to  any  stone,  gravel,  sand,  or 
cUy. '"—(ifr.  Wyndkam.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FITZGERALD  (Cam- 
bridge) said  there  were  foreshores 
where  the  rights  to  take  sand,  gravel, 
recks,  and  stones,  between  high  and 
low-water  mark  were  vested  by  the 
Crown  in  certain  people.  He  did  not 
intend  to  move  an  Amendment,  but  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  right  which  these 
people  had  at  present  under  old  grants 
from  the  Crown.  He  knew  one  case 
where  the  grant  was  a  little  over  600 
years  old.  Ought  there  not  to  be  some 
means  by  which  that  right  could  be 
handed  to  the  tenant  when  he  purchased 
the  farm  \ 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  promised  to 
carefully  consider  the  suggestion  of  his 
hon.  friend.  When  the  owner  of  the 
dry  land  was  not  the  owner  of  the  fore- 
shore there  might  be  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  hon.  Member's  suggestion  by  a 
vesting  order,  but  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  cases  where  the  landlord 
owned  the  foreshore  because  he  could  by 
deed  transfer  his  right  to  the  tenant. 
The  position  of  the  purchasing  tenant 
would  depend  entirely  on  the  nature  of 
the  landlord's  interest  in  the  foreshore. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  said  it 
seemed  to  him  that  under  Sub  section  (e) 
now  proposed,  the  landlord  would  retain 
the  stone,  gravel,  sand,  and  clay,  and 
that  the  tenant  would  le  excluded  from 
taking  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No.  The  clause 
says  that  there  shall  be  reserved  "  to 
the  Commission  the  exclusive  right  of 
miningand  taking  minerals."  "Minerals" 
cover  everything  that  goes  to  the  Land 
Commi  sion.  The  clause  does  not  give 
to  the  Commission  "  any  demesne  or 
other  land  repurchased  by  the  vendor  of 
the  estate,"  or  "anv  right  which  is 
vested  in  the  Crown.'  Therefore  they 
would    be   the  property    of    the  pur- 
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11b.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  were  many 
tenants  in  his  own  constituency  who,  for 
the  payment  of  a  shilling  or  two,  were 
allowed  to  take  manure  from  the  fore- 
shore. That  was  a'right  which  hundreds 
of  tenants  enjoyed  apart  from  the  kelp 
right  It  would  not  be  fair  to  sell  that 
foreshore  to  an  individual  tenant  whose 
&rm  bordered  upon  it.  It  would  be 
well  that  the  Government  should 
consider  whether  that  seaweed  could  not 
be  vested  in  some  trustees  so  as  to  pre- 
vent any  man  getting  hold  of  it 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  On  Report  we 
could  do  that  I  think  on  Clause  4. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  8,  line  3,'tA  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  (4)  Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  Act 
shaJl  aifect  any  lease  or  agreement  demising  or 
dealing  with  any  of  the  rights  mentioned  in 
this  section.'" — {Mr.  ButeAer.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  asked  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  to  allow  him  a  little  more 
time  to  consider  this  matter. 

Amendment,   by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  12,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


♦Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  said 
to  say  that  the  clause  as  it 


he  wished 
now  stood 


was  not  satisfactory  to  him. 


Mb.  CLANCY  said  that  this  clause 
provided  for  the  redemption  of  what 
were  called  intervening  interests,  but 
only  so  in  the  case  of  an  estate  purchased 
by  the  Land  Commission,  or  by  the 
Cfongestcd  Districts  Board.  He  had  put 
down  an  Amendment  providing  that  this 
power  of  dealing  with  intervening  in- 
terests should  exist  in  the  case  of  indi- 
vidual sales  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accept  this  Amendment,  which  he 
accordingly  moved — 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  8,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  Board,' 
to  insert  the  words  'or  being  otherwise  sold 
under  the  provision  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
as  amended  by  this  Act.'"— (Afr.  Clancy.) 


Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  tliat  his  right 
hon.  friend  recognised  the  absolute 
necessity  of  a  clause  of  this  kind  in  deal- 
ing with  large  farms,  some  of  which 
were  sub-let.  In  that  condition  the  large 
farmer  could  not  buy,  because  he  was 
not  in  possession  of  the  whole,  and  the 
sub-tenant  eould  not  buy  directly  either. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in 
putting  the  powers  in  force  when  the 
sale  took  place  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  very  considerable  difficulty 
in  calling  the  Land  Commission  into 
operation  to  interfere.  It  might,  how- 
ever, be  quite  possible  to  carry  out 
everything  desired  by  agreement 
Assuming  that  the  large  farmer  had 
sub-let  to  a  sub-tenant,  twenty  acres, 
and  that  the  landlord  wanted  to  sell, 
ther«  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  him 
arranging  with  the  large  tenant  to 
surrender  the  lease  of  these  twenty 
acres,  and  then  the  landlord  could 
deal  directly  with  the  sub-tenant  for 
the  sale  of  tbem.  All  that  could  be 
carried  out  by  agreement.  His  right 
hon.  friend  hoped  to  contrive  simple 
machinery  whereby  the  good  offices 
of  the  Land  Commission  could  be 
obtained  so  as  to  apportion  the  rent 
between  the  large  tenant  and  the  small 
tenant,  and  so  enable  an  agreement  to  be 
arrived  at. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  he  recognised  the 
spirit  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  met  his  Amendment.  Anyone  who 
had  had  any  experience  of  the  I-and 
Judge's  Court  knew  that  if  the  whole 
tenancy  had  been  sub-let  at  the  same 
rent,  there  would  be  no  reason  why  the 
agreement  should  not  be  easily  arrived 
at;  but  in  a  great  many  cases  where 
the  tenancy  had  been  sub-let  at  an 
enhanced  rent,  the  middleman  would 
have  a  substantial  interest  which  he 
would  not  surrender  unless  there  was 
an  expectation  that  he  would  be  able 
to  buy  himself. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  his  desire 
to  hit  on  a  plan  by  which  a  landlord 
could  sell  his  estate  with  the  exception 
of  this  or  that  part,  and  then  bring  in 
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the  Land  Commiasion  to  apportion  the 
rents  of  all  the  parts. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  after  that  ezplana- 
tion  he  would  not  persevere  with  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BUTCHEB  said  he  wished  to 
move  an  Amendment  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  Sub-section  1  of  Clause  13,  "  Pro- 
vided that  when  the  person  in  such 
exclusive  occupation  shall  have  been 
paying  a  higher  proportionate  rent 
than  that  paid  by  the  owner  of  the 
intervening  interest  to  the  owner  of  the 
estate,  such  higher  rent  shall  be  assumed 
to  be  the  rent  in  respect  of  which  an 
advance  may  be  made  in  estimating 
the  price  of  the  estate  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  5."  His  Amendment 
was  designed  to  provide  that  in  cases 
where  the  middleman  was  compensated 
out  of  the  purchase  money,  the  purchase 
money  should  be  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  the  increased  rent  got  by  the  middle- 
man. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  8,  line  8,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  •  Provided  that  when  the  person  in  such 
(sxclusive  occupation  shall  have  been  paying 
a  higher  proportionate  rent  than  that  paid  by 
the  owner  of  the  intervening  interest  to  the 
owner  of  the  estate  such  higher  rent  shall  be 
assumed  to  be  the  rent  in  respect  of  which  an 
advance  may  be  made  in  estimating  the  price 
of  the  estate  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
5.' "-{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  persevere 
with  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  the  Amendment 
was  preposterous  and  without  meaning. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.T.M.  HEALYmovedan  Amendment 
providing  that  where  a  holding  in  any 
such  estate  was  held  by  joint  tenantis  or 
tenants  in  common,  or  was  subdivided 

JIfr,  Wyndham. 


between  two  or  more  persons,  and  the 
Land  Commission  were  satisfied  that 
such  tenants  or  persons  were  in  the  ex- 
clusive occupation  of  separate  portions 
thereof,  the  Commission  might,  if  they 
thought  fit,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Land 
Law  Acts,  as  well  as  this  Act,  declare  that 
any  such  tenant  or  person  should  be 
deemed  the  tenant  of  the  parcel  of  land 
in  his  exclusive  occupation,  and  that  such 
parcel  should  be  deemed  a  holding,  and 
might  apportion  the  rent  of  the  holdmg 
between  such  tenants  or  persons  as  the 
justice  of  the  case  might  require.  He 
suggested  that  if  a  man  was  a  tenant  for 
the  purposes  of  sale  he  should  be  regarded 
as  a  tenant  for  all  purposes,  and  it  trould 
be  most  unjust,  he  contended,  if  this  were 
not  to  be  the  case  with  regard  to  this  pert 
of  the  Bill.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
admit  that  this  was  not  the  best  place  for 
his  Amendment,  but  his  desire  was  to 
put  the  matter  on  a  sound  basis. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  wwds, 
'  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act,'  and  inaert 
the  words, '  Laud  Law  Acts  and  this  Act.'  "— 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  the 
clause  did  all  that  was  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  purchase,  and  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  amend  the  law  as  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.T.  M.  healy  said  he  recognised  that 
a  new  clause  would  probably  be  the  best 
means  of  making  the  alteration.  He 
would  bring  it  up  later  in  the  shape  <rf  » 
new  clause;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
(Government  wotUd  then  view  it  with  an 
open  mind. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  EDWABD  MITCHELL  .  (Fer- 
managh, N.)  moved  to  leave  ont 
Sub-section  5  of  Clause  13.  His 
object  in  moving  the  Amendment 
was  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
litigation  if  possible,  especially  in  the 
case  of  small  holdings.  He  also  desired  to 
entrust  the  Land  Commissioners  wholly 
and  solely  with  the  power  of  dealing  with 
small  holdings  under  this  section.    He 
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Amendment  proposed- 

"In] 

{5)."-{Jlr. 


e  8,  line  35,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
Edward  Mitchell.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section 
5  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  said  this 
clause  applied  to  some  of  the  poorest 
tenants  in  Ireland,  t.«.,  to  those  who 
were  called  co-tenants.  To  lodge  an 
appeal  was  not  a  great  privilege  for  these 
people,  because  it  simply  meant  expense, 
as  the  landlord  would  probably  take  the 
appeal  further.  It  was  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  if  the  Estate  Commissioners 
could  be  trusted  in  large  matters  they 
ought  not  to  be  trusted  in  this  smul 
matter.     Their  decision  ought  to  be  final. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  his 
hon.  friend,  the  mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment, could  not  be  conversant  with  the 
difficult  and  complicated  questions  of  law 
that  might  arise.  They  might  involve 
the  construction  of  a  marriage  settlement, 
the  question  whether  a  man  was  a  tenant 
for  sixty  years  or  a  tenant  for  life,  the 
construction  of  a  lease  and  many  other 
important  legal  points.  It  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  all  the  various 
questions  that  might  arise  to  be  settled 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and,  in 
fact,  no  one  would  recognise  them  as  a 
final  tribunal. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  had 
some  difficulty  with  remrd  to  the  first 
part  of  the  Amendment,  Sub-section  B,  he 
now  proposed,  but  having  regard  to  the 
agreement  at  which  they  nad  arrived  this 
afternoon,  he  now  thought  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  Committee  accept- 
ing these  words.  Of  course,  if  any  further 
words  were  thought  necessary  they  cou'd 
be  put  in.  It  was  quite  clear  that  they 
ought  not  to  handicap  the  small  purchaser 


by  giving  less  for  the  sporting  rights  than 
they  haa  agreed  to  give  this  wtemoon^ 
and  if  this  Amendment  was  accepted  he 
would  make  these  matters  equal  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant  Sub-section  C 
was  necessary  in  order  to  provide  that 
land,  when  vested  in  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, should  be  subject  to  the  ordinary 
maintenance  charges.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  5,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
'(6)  to  any  sporting  rights  reserved  by  the- 
vendor  ;  (c)  to  any  maintenance  charge  under 
tlie  Public  Works  Acts;  and.'"  — (i^r. 
Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  worda 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  having 
accepted  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  it  was  only  fair  to- 
acknowledge  that  these  woixis  did  not 
infringe  on  the  word  which  had  been 
agreed  to. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  asked  that  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  it  equal 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  they  would 
also  take  care  that  adequate  protection 
should  be  given  to  the  lessee  of  the 
sporting  rights. 

Mr.  CLANCY  thought  some  declara- 
tion was  necessary,  and  that  if  the  sport- 
'ing  rights  were  conveyed  to  the  tenant 
under  the  agreement,  the  vesting  order 
should  specify  them  abo. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  vesting 
order  vested  all  in  the  tenant.  The  only 
object  of  having  the  sporting  rights  men- 
tioned in  the  vesting  order  was  to  pre- 
serve in  that  document  the  evidence  of 
the  agreement  come  to  between  the 
parties. 

*SlR  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  wanted 
to  see  in  a  case  where  an  estate  wa* 
going  to  be  sold,  and  the  landlord  had 
let  for  a  term  his  sporting  rights,  that- 
tbe  lessee  of  those  sporting  rights  should 
be  sufficiently  protected. 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  pointed  out 
that  when  a  landlord  and  a  tenant  came- 
to  an     agreement    to     purchase,   thft 
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landlord  would  have  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  sporting  rights.  He  might 
say,  "  I  must  reserve  the  sporting  rights 
because  I  have  already  granted  a  lease 
of  them  " ;  or  he  might  say  to  the  tenant, 
"  I  will  convey  them  to  you  subject  to 
the  existing  lease."  Therefore  any  words 
were  unnecessary. 

I   Qu  stion  put,  andjagreed  to. 

PMr.  SHARPE  (Kensington,  N.)  said 
the  object  of  the  Amendment  in  his 
name  was  to  ensure  that  in  future  the 
practice  hitherto  adopted  by  the  Land 
Commission  should  continue,  and  that 
full  and  proper  notice  should  be  given 
to  these  persons. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'_'  la  page  9,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  notices,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  on  all  inonmbranoers  and 
«n  such  other  persons."  "—(Mr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  no  doubt  the 
hon.  Member  was  sufficiently  conversant 
with  the  Bill  to  know  that  great  powers 
were  vested  in  limited  owners  to  enable 
them  to  sell  at  once.  This  clause  dealt 
mainly  with  the  question  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  person  dealing  with  the 
Commission  had  authority  to  sell. 
It  did  not  at  all  affect  the  distribution  of 
the  purchase  money.  Of  coursie,  the 
rules  would  provide  that  adequate  notice 
should  be  given,  but  it  was  unnecessary 
that  everybody  should  have  notice. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  butcher  said  his  next  Amend- 
ment dealt  with  a  technical  matter,  and 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
say  whether  it  was  necessary,  and  would 
accept  it  now,  or  if  not  sure  upon  the 
point  whether  he  would  consider  it  on 
Report. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  Amend- 
ment could  not  be  accepted  in  its  present 
form. 

Qause  14,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  15. 

Sir  Edward  Carson. 


And,  it  bein^  half-past  Seven  of  die 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHKR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  15. 

♦Mr.  butcher  said  the  Amendment 
he  proposed  to  move  had  reference  to  the 
question  of  who  should  be  allowed  to 
sell  under  this  Actt  The  persons  pat 
forward  as  the  persons  to  sell  should 
be  the  persons  who  were  interested  in 
obtaining  the  best  price  for  the  property. 
If  a  mortgagee  had  the  power  to  sdl 
within  the  zones  at  a  price  sufficient  to 
cover  his  mortgage,  and  no  more,  he  would 
be  able  to  inflict  a  very  serious  loss  on 
other  persons  interested  in  the  property. 
According  to  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  he  had 
that  power,  and  that  was  a  thing  that 
should  be  guarded  against,  because  it 
would  not  be  right  to  allow  him  to  seD 
under  the  value.  Another  danger  in 
the  Bill  was  with  regard  to  the  bonui 
The  bonus  was  to  go  to  the  vendor,  so 
that  if  a  mortgagee  sold  he  not  only 
got  his  mortgage  paid  off,  but  also  tlw 
bonus.  It  could  not  be  contended  that 
he  should  be  paid  his  mortgage  and  get 
the  bonus  as  well.  Then  there  was  the 
question  of  a  tenant  for  life,  who  had 
no  substantial  interest  in  the  property. 
Under  the  Bill  he  could  sell  within  the 
zones  at  any  price  he  liked  without 
consulting  anyone,  and  pocket  the 
bonus.  That  was  a  case  which  ought 
to  be  provided  against  It  might  be 
said  that  the  person  to  sdl  had  to  be 
for  six  years  in  possession  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  property,  but  that  was 
no  protection  at  all,  because  the  tenant 
for  life  in  this  case  might  be  only 
nominally  in  possession  of  the  rents  and 
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profits.  If  such  a  tenant  for  life  was 
allowed  to  sell,  he  at  all  events  ought  to  be 
prevented  from  getting  the  bonus,  and 
it  should  go  into  the  purchase  money  of 
the  estate.  Then  there  was  the  case  of 
the  bankrupt  tenant  for  life.  That  was 
a  case  this  Bill  did  not  provide  for. 
Uuder  these  circumstances,  he  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  person, 
to  insert  the  wordi;,  'not  being  a  mortgstgee 
and  not  being  a  tenant  for  life,  or  a  perwn 
having  the  powers  of  a  tenant  for  life  who  is  a 
bankrupt,  or  whose  estate  or  interest  in  the 
land  has  been  assigned  or  parted  with.' " — {Mr. 
Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  although  he 
was  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment 
he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  reconcile 
the  Bill  with  the  points  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member.  The  Amend- 
ment,  as  it  stood,  precluded  sales  by 
mortgagees  or  tenants  for  life  who  had 
no  substantial  interest  in  the  property. 
Both  those  classes  could  sell  under  the 
existing  law.  If  these  classes  of  persons 
were  debarred  from  selling,  one  of  the 
main  objects  of  the  Bill  would  be  defeated- 
The  clause,  as  it  stood,  only  conferred 
discretion  on  the  Land  Commission. 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  interfere 
with  that  discretion.  He  considered  that 
other  interests  in  these  cases  were  pro- 
tected by  the  discretion  which  was 
vested  in  the  Land  Commission.  The 
Government  proposed  that  persons  in 
this  position  should  not  be  entitled  to 
the  bonus  on  the  same  terms  as  others, 
because  it  was  quite  clear  that  great 
objection  would  be  taken  to  a  sale  of 
property  by  such  persons,  and  to  their 
taking  the  bonus ;  and  when  the  grant- 
in-aid  clause  was  reached,  he  intended 
to  propose  that  the  bonus  in  these  cases 
should  go  into  the  purchase-money  for 
the  satis.''action  of  other  claims. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  some  of  his 
objections  had  been  satisfied  by  the 
remarks'  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  one  objection  had  not  been  met, 
and  that  was  sale  by  a  person  who  had 
no  interest  in  getting  the   best  price, 


such  as  a  mortgagee  who  only  wanted 
to  obtain  the  price  of  his  mortgage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  a  mortgagee 
could  now  sell  and  could  not  be  pre- 
cluded from  selling  under  the  Bill. 
Such  an  Amendment  would  only  lead 
to  weighty  and  prolonged  inquiries  in 
each  case,  and  therefore  defeat  one  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  Bill,  which  was 
quick  sale. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  it  would  greatly 
weaken  the  Bill  if  this  Amendment 
were  carried,  and  he  was  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  the 
concession  he  had,  because  it  took  away 
the  very  inducement  for  them  to  sell 
The  only  inducement  such  persons  had 
to  sell  was  the  very  fact  that  they 
would  get  the  bonus.  The  Chief 
Secretary  now  said  the  bonus  was 
going  to  be  thrown  into  the  purchase- 
money,  and  the  only  inducement  for 
them  to  sell  was  taken  away. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*  Mr.  BUTCHER,  in  the  absence  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Louth,  moved 
the  Amendment  standing  in  the  hon. 
Member's  name.  He  said  if  the  person 
was  registered  as  a  person  entitled  to 
sell  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  sell 
under  the  Act.  The  acceptance  of 
the  Amendment  would  result  in  the 
avoidance  of  difficulties  likely  to  arise 
in  regard  to  whether  a  person  was  the 
person  to  sell  or  not.  He  begged  ta 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  9,  line  31,  after  the  word  'Act,' 
to  insert  the  words  'is  registered  under  The 
Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,. 
1891,  as  amended  by  this  Act,  as  owner  of  an 
estate  sufficient  to  constitute  him  a  person 
having  power  to  sell  under  the  Land  I'nr- 
chase  Acts,  or.'" — [Afr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  an  Amendment  of  the 
Registration  of  Title  Act,  but  he  doubted 
if  that  could  be  effected  under  the  Bill. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  desired  there  should 
be,  this  session  or  next,  a  new  Registra- 
tion Bill  he   had  no  objection  to  tho 
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Amendment  "as  amended  by  this  and 
subsequent  Acts,"  but  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth  had  an 
Amendment  lower  down  and  was  not 
then  present  the  Amendment  might 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  wait. 

1^*  Me.  butcher  said  he  was  disposed 
to  take  the  Amendment  as  amended  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  - 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  real 
question  was  whether  this  could  be  done 
in  four  sections,  or  whether  it  must  be 
amended  by  a  Bill. 

*  Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  the  mere  fact 
that  a  person  was  registered  owner 
ought  not  to  be  sufficient  title  for  him 
to   sell.      It    might  be   possible    for    a 

E'.noa  not   having  a  title   under  this 
ill  to  be  placed  on  the  register. 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  thought  it  would 
be)better  not  at  this  Stage  of  the  Bill 
to  attempt  to  amend  the  Registration 
Act. 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  olaims  in  respect  of  an  interest  which 
is  sufficient  to  constitute  him,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  gives  primd  facie  evidence  that  he  b.'  " 
—{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  object  of 
his  Amendment  might  count  his  im- 
mediate predecessor's  occupation  as  his 
own,  as  in  the  case  of  a  father  dying 
within  the  six  years  and  the  son 
inheriting. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  36,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
*  has  been  by  himself  or  his,'  and  insert  the 
words  'or  his  immediate  predecessor  in  title 
has  been  personally  or  by  an.' "  -(Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said  it 
appeared  to  him  that  a  man  who  was 
in  possession  by  a  Receiver  of  the  Land 
Court  had  not  sufficient  title  to  sell. 
He  therefore  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  Wyndham, 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'or  a  receiver.'"— (Jfr.  H.  Robertson.) 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  this  Amend- 
ment might  be  accepted.  The  word 
"  receiver "  was  not  meant  to  cover 
a  Receiver  of  the  Land  Court  at  all 
It  was  not  ad  rem  and  was  therefore 
unnecessary. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  9,  line  37,  after  the  word  'fit,'  to 
insert  the  words  'subject  to  such  condition! 
with  reapeot  to  advertuementa  and  notioes  as 
may  be  preacribed.'" — (Mr.  Wyndhtun.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  9,  line  39,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  'Provided  that  an  owner  who  lias  not 
for  six  yearii  imnieiliately  preceding  been  in 
receipt  of  any  portion  of  the  rents  or  profit* 
of  the  land  (other  than  the  demesne,  and 
whetjier  or  not  he  be  under  an  occupation  rent 
for  such  demesne)  shall  not  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  incumbrancers  be  at  liberty  to  sell 
any  land  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts. 
(2)  A  mortgagee  in  possession  vrith  power  of 
sale,  or  a  mortgagee  who  has  been  by  himself 
or  through  a  receiver  in  exclusive  receipt  of 
the  rents  or  profits  of  an  estate  for  a  period  of 
not  lees  than  six  years  immediately  preceding, 
shall,  for  the  pur^ses  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  he  deemed  to  be  a  landlord.'" — (Mr. 
Sharpe). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  An.endment,  as  it  was  opposed 
to  the  Irish  and  other  Land  Acts. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  vithdr&wnt 

Clause  15,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  16 : 

Mb.  BUTCHER  said  that  Clause  16. 
Sub-section  (1),  provided  that  the  Land 
Commission  should  be  able  to  recover 
arrears  of  rent  in  regard  to  land  purchased 
by  them,  and  the  Amendment  he  was 
about  to  move  proposed  that  the  Com- 
mission shoidd  pay  over  the  value  of  the 
arrears  to  the  landlord.  In  the  case  of  a 
sale  direct  to  the  tenants,  the  usual  prac- 
tice, if  there  were  any  arrears,  was  to  add 
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ft  certain  sum  to  the  purchase-money, 
and  out  of  the  purchase-money  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  year's  arrears  was  paid 
to  the  landlord.  That  was  fair  enough. 
But  in  the  case  of  a  sale  to  the  Land 
Commission,  there  was  no  provision  in 
the  Bill  by  which  the  landlord  would  get 
anything  in  respect  of  arrears.  He  con- 
tended that  if  the  landlord  was  not  to 
get  anything  in  the  way  of  purchase- 
money  for  the  arrears,  and  if  the  Land 
Commission  was  to  be  entitled  to  recover 
the  arrears,  the  value  of  the  said  arrears 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  landlord.  Unless 
some  such  provision  was  made,  sales  to 
the  Land  Commission  would  be  penalised. 
He  was  aware  that  another  clause  pro- 
vided that  the  landlord  should  keep  one 
year's  arrears  of  rent,  but  that  merely 
reduced  the  purchase  money.  His  point 
was  that,  as  the  landlord  had  nothing  in 
the  purchase  money  in  respect  of  the 
arrears,  he  was  entitled  to  either  the 
arrears  themselves  or  their  value.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pi^e  10,  line  10,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  (2)  The  value  of  *uch  arrears  of  rent, 
if  not  agreed  upon  between  the  vendor  and  the 
Land  Commission,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Judicial 
Commissioner,  and  shall  be  paid  bv  the  Land 
Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and  above  the 
purchase-money  of  the  lands.  Payment  of  the 
value  of  such  arrears  of  rent  shall  be  made  im- 
mediately on  the  completion  of  the  purchase 
agreement  to  the  person  who  would  have  been 
entitled  to  receive  the  same.'" — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
possibly  accept  the  Amendment,  and  he 
thought  he  could  satisfy  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  that  it  was  not  one  on 
which  he  need  insist.  The  Amendment 
would  have  the  efTect  of  placing  on  the 
Land  Commission  the  duty,  not  only  of 
judicially  ascertaining  the  amount  due, 
but  also  of  estimating  the  value  of  the 
debt.  Such  a  power  would  be  inquisi- 
torial, and  would  lead  to  a  great  waste 
of  time.  The  arbitrary  limit  of  one 
year's  arrears,  as  placed  in  the  Bill,  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  best  arrangement.  At 
present,- attempts  were  sometimes  made 
to  collect  the  arrears,  but  they  generally 
broke  down,  while  if  they  succe^ed  they 
were  not  usually  welcome  in  the  public 
interest,  because  it  meant  that  people 
who  were  already  in  debt  made  an  effort 


to  discharge  that  debt,  and  then  entered 
into  obligations  with  the  State.  The 
almost  universal  practice  was  that,  where 
the  tenant  desired  to  buy  and  the  land- 
lord to  sell,  an  arrangement  was  come  to 
by  which— as  it  was  crudely  put — a  year 
was  added  to  the  price ;  in  other  words, 
the  parties  agreed  to  a  bargain  which 
wiped  out  all  question  of  past  debt — a 
transaction  which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary Before  the  tenant-purchaser  could  be 
accepted  as  a  debtor  of  the  State.  In  the 
Bill  the  Government  had  endeavoured  to 
strike  a  rough-and-ready  bargain  which 
they  believed  to  be  substantially  just. 
It  appeared  to  be  unjust  that  a  part  of 
the  purchase-money  which  might  be  in 
respect  of  arrears  should  go  into  the 
purchase  money,  because  it  really  belonged 
to  the  vendor,  so  they  cut  the  Gordian 
knot  by  saying  he  might  take  a  year's 
arrears  out  of  the  purchase-money,  the 
remainder  of  the  purchase-money  being 
distributed  amongst  the  superiorinterests. 
This  decision  had  been  arrived  at  after 
careful  consideration;  the  (rovemment 
considered  it  fair  as  between  the  vendor 
and  the  owners  of  superior  interests,  and 
it  certainly  made  for  speed,  whereas  the 
Amendment  would  mean  great  delay, 
immense  difficulty  in  estimating  the  value 
of  the  arrears  and  in  collecting  them,  and 
also  the  questionable  proposal  that  all 
such  arrears  should  he  handed  to  the 
vendor,  and  nothing  to  the  owners  of 
superior  interests. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  asked  whether  it 
would  be  possible  for  a  landlord,  when  he 
negotiated  a  sale  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, to  get  an  increase  of  price  where 
there  were  large  arrears  of  rent.  If  so, 
his  difficulty  would  be  met.  If  it  would 
not  be  possible,  he  thought  it  was  very 
hard  that  a  whole  year's  rent  should  be 
cut  out  of  the  anjms  of  the  purchase- 
money.  The  arrears  ought  to  be  either 
included  in  the  purchase-money  or  paid 
over  subsequently  to  the  landlord. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  pointed  out  that  the 
purchase-money  was  the  total  amount 
the  purchaser  had  agreed  to  pay.  Thei  e 
was  nothing  in  the  Bill  by  which  an 
unfavourable  distinction  was  drawn 
between  sales  to  the  Land  Commission 
and  sales  direct  to  the  tenants.  By 
Clause  6,  the  Land  Commission  would 
be  in  treaty  with  the  tenants  to  know 
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how  muoh  they  would  pay,  and  one  of 
the  first  considerations  in  such  a  matter 
was  always  the  manner  in  which  the 
arrears  were  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
Land  Commission,  being  in  touch  with 
both  landlord  and  tenant,  would  arrive 
at  a  bargain  to  which  three-fourths  of 
the  tenants  subscribed,  the  result  of 
which  was  a  corpus  of  money  out  of 
which  the  landloiti  was  to  take  one 
year's  arrears,  as  was  usually  dore  in  the 
case  of  sales  effected  directly  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  He  thought  that 
was  a  practical  solution  of  the  question. 

Me.  butcher  understood  that  his 
point  would,  in  substance,  be  met,  and 
he  therefore  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  butcher  moved  to  insert 
"Judicial  Commissioner"  for  "Land 
Commission,"  his  contention  being  that 
the  matter  referred  to  was  one  more 
fitted  for  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
than  for  the  Estates  CommLssioners,  who 
were  not  necessarily  conversant  with 
questions  of  law.  He  admitted  that  the 
present  proposed  Commissioners  included 
persons  so  qualified,  but  that  might  not 
always  be  the  case. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"Id  page  10,  lines  U  and  15,  leave  oat 
'  Land  Commisaion,'  and  -insert  'Judicial 
Coromiasioner.' " — {Sfr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  there  was  one 
series  of  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
proposing  to  substitute  "  Judicial  Com- 
missioner "  for  "  Land  Commission " 
wherever  the  term  was  used,  and  another 
series  suggesting  the  substitution  of 
"  Land  Commission  "  wherever  "  Judicial 
Commissioner  "  occurred.  The  Govern- 
ment had  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible 
to  give  administrative  work  to  an 
administrative  body  and  judicial  work 
to  a  judicial  body,  the  allocation  having 
been  made  after  very  careful  considera- 
tion. Upon  that  allocation  the  hon.  and 
learned   Member  had  an  advantage  as 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


the  Bill  was  drawn,  because  there  was 
an  over-riding  injunction  that  ail  judicial 
points  were  to  be  brought  before  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  so  that  if  any 
doubt  arose  it  would  be  decided  by  that 
official. 

*SiE  JOHN  OOLOMB  said  he  unde^ 
stood  the  principle  on  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  proceeded,  but 
surely  it  was  entirely  a  question  of  law 
as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  purchase- 
money. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  that  whenever 
a  primd  fade  case  could  be  made  out  that 
a  question  was  one  of  law  it  would  g» 
to  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  16  agreed  to. 
Clause  17. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  Cora- 
mitt«e  had  now  reached  a  point  of  con- 
siderable difficulty,  as  was  shown  by  tii» 
fact  that  no  fewer  than  five  notices  of 
Motion  for  the  rejection  of  this  claiu* 
were  on  the  Paper,  those  Motions  ooming 
from  every  part  of  the  House.  Th« 
reason  was  that  tenants  in  every  part 
of  Ireland  were  very  jealous  of  anj 
attempt  to  touch  their  rights  under  the 
Act  of  1881.  He  did  not  think  the 
rejection  of  the  clause  was  the  coxae* 
that  ought  to  be  followed.  It  was  quit» 
impossible  to  allow  one-fourth  of  th« 
tenants  on  any  estate  to  bar  or  hinder 
the  sale  to  and  purchase  by  the  other 
three  -  fourths.  It  would  be  equalij 
impossible  to  leave  that  one-fourth  u 
tenants  of  the  Land  Commission,  as  the 
Commission  would  be  unable  to  fix  the 
rents  where  they  were  themselves  the 
landlords.  He  did  not  say  that  the 
Amendment  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper 
was  a  perfect  way  out  of  the  difficulty, 
but  it  was  taken  almost  bodily  from 
Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896.  It  might 
not  be  a  very  logical  thing  to  declare 
a  man  to  be  a  purchaser  when  he  did 
not  want  to  purchase,  but  the  Committee 
had  a  choice  of  difficulties,  and  there  wa* 
no  way  out  except  by  some  such  means; 
and,  inasmuch  as  this  method  of  procedure 
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had  already  been  adopted  and  no  com- 
plaint had  been  made  of  it,  he  thought 
it  was  as  good  a  way  out  of  the  diflSculty 
at  any  that  could  be  found.  In  addition 
to  the  part  to  which  he  referred,  viz. — 

"  The  Estates  ComimssioDen  may,  if,  having 
regard  to  the  circumstance*  of  the  oaae,  they 
thuik  it  expedient,  order  that  the  remaining 
tMumta,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  accepted  the  oflers  made  to  them,  and  the 
Land  Porchaie  Acts  shall  apply  accordingly." 

there  was  the  following  proviso  to  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  the  one-fourth  of 
the  tenants,  viz. — 
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"Provided  that  the  Commissioners  before 
making  such  order  shall  consider  any  objection 
thereto,  or  modification  therein,  made  or 
snggBsted  by  such  tenants,  and  may  alter  or 
modify  the  terms  at  which  such  tenants,  or 
any  of  them  shall  be  deemed  to  have  purchased 
as  may  be  considered  equitable." 

The  proviso  which  he  had  added  would 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  objecting 
tenants,  for  the  Commissioners,  having 
heard  their  case,  would  have  discretion 
to  make  any  difference  which  in  their 
judgment  might  be  called  for  in  the 
terms  as  between  the  dissenting 
minority  and  the  assenting  majority. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  .13,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'holdines,'  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert 
the  words  '  The  Estates  Commissioners  may, 
if,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  t6e 
case,  they  think  it  expedient,  order  that  the 
remaining  tenants,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  accepted  the  offers  made  to 
them,  and  the  Land  Purchase  Acta  shall  apply 
accordingly.  Provided  that  the  Commissioners 
before  making  such  order  shall  consider  any 
objection  thereto,  or  modification  therein,  made 
or  suggested  by  such  tenants,  and  may  alter  or 
modify  the  terms  at  which  such  tenants,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  purchased 
as  may  be  considered  equitable.'  " — (ifr.  T.  W. 
JiusadL) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mk  WYNDHAM  said  this  Clause 
was  re.^erred  to  more  than  once  during 
the  debate  which  took  place  on  the 
Seoond  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the 
views  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  and  many  of  his  hon. 
friends  were  then  carefully  expressed 
upon  it.  He  thought  the  proviso  should 
not  be  accepted,  but  he  agreed  to  accept 
the  first  part  of  the  Amendment, 
believing  it  to  be  as  good  a  way  as  any 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sbkibs.] 


of  dealing  with  the  cases  under  considera* 
tion.     He  wished  to  explain  the  process 
by  which  the  Government  had  arrived 
at  that  conclusion.     It   had  been   ad- 
mitted   that     gome    method    must    be 
found   of  dealing   with  such  an  estate 
bought   by  the  Land   Commission.     It 
had  been    admitted  that    there    were 
cases  in  which  the    Land  Commission 
ought  to  buy  with  the  assent  of  three- 
fourths    of    the    tenants.      The    hon. 
Member    for    East  Mayo  accepted  the 
illustrations  he  gave  of  case;]  in  which  it 
was  proper  for  the  Land  Commission  to 
buy  a  property   without  having  previ- 
ously  got   the   consent  of  the    Court. 
Having  bought,  the  Land  Commission 
became  the  land  owner.       Before    he 
introduced  this    Bill  he  came   to    the 
conclusion    that    it   was  not    advisable 
to  unduly  weight  this  measure  by  the 
introduction  of  any  novel  procedure  to 
meet  the  difiBculties  of  the  case   when 
the    Land    Commission    bought    with- 
out     the      assent    of     three  -  fourths. 
Then   he  held  that   where  a   majority 
had  bought,  the    minority   might    well 
go  on   under  the  present  rents.     He 
held  that   there   was  a  far  less  drastio 
procedure   than  the  one  recommended 
to-night,  and  he  thought  it  was  recom- 
mended as  a  substitute  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford    in  the 
Second    Reading   debate,  namely,   that 
where  three-fourths  bought  the  remain- 
ing one-fourth  should  be  deemed  to  have 
bought.    They    were     now   invited  to 
revert  to  the  practice  under  Section  40. 
There  was  a   great    deal  to  be  said  for 
adopting    that     method,     which    was 
known  in   Ireland.     Certainly  nothing 
could  be  urged  against  employing  that 
measure  when   it  was  to  be  emfdoyed 
by    the    Estates    Commissioners.       He 
thought   such    a  tribunal    could  with 
general    satisfaction  administer  Section 
40  in  the  cases  where  it  was  admitted 
that  some  machinery    must    be  found. 
["No,    no."]    That  he  understood  was 
the   suggestion  thrown  out  during  the 
Second  Reading,  and  there  was  a   great 
deal  to  be  saidin  favour  of  adopting  the  old 
method.    There  was  another  advantage 
in  proceeding  along  a  known  path.    They 
could   work  in    other   Amendments    on 
the    Paper.     There    was   a    very    good 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
2L 
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hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth.  As 
it  stood  he  did  not  think  the  phraseology 
would  work  in. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Not  if  you  accept 
this  Amendment,  for  then  my  Amend- 
ment would  be  needless. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  said  the  proviso  to 
the  Amendment  did  not  occur  in 
Section  40,  and  he  thought  they  had 
better  proceed  along  a  known  line.  He 
held  that  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  was  aiming  at  was  attained 
without  the  proviso. 

Mr.  DILLON  denied  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  on  the  lines  of  Section  40. 
That  section  was  compulsory  against  the 
landlord  as  well  as  the  tenant,  but  this 
Amendment  proposed  to  put  compulsion 
on  the  tenant  without  there  being  any 
compulsion  whatever  on  the  landlord. 
The  landlord  was  not  compelled  to  sell. 
But  when  the  liand  Commission  had 
bought  over  the  heads  of  the  tenants,  this 
proposal  empowered  that  body  to  compel 
one-fourth  of  the  tenants  to  buy  their 
farms  at  a  price  to  which  they  objected. 
He  thought  that  was  a  most  unfair  and 
one-sided  provision.  The  average  price 
put  upon  the  farms  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission was  fifteen  and  a  half  years  pur- 
chase. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  him  an  luidertaking  that  in 
no  case  would  any  tenant  be  compelled 
to  purchase  at  more  than  fifteen  and  a 
half  years  he  should  have  no  objection. 
The  tenants  ought  not  to  be  subjected 
to  any  penal  clause.  The  proviso  which 
the  hon.  Member  first  put  into  his  Amend- 
ment would  have  had  a  considerable 
effect  in  mitigating  the  offensive  character 
of  the  proposal,  but  the  Chief  Secretary 
objected  to  it,  while  accepting  the  penal 
portion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  in  the 
discussions  of  this  Bill  he  had  agreed  in 
the  main  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo,  but  on  this  occasion  he  differed 
from  him  entirely.  He  did  not  regard 
this  as  a  penal  provision  at  all,  but  as  a 
most  reasonable  proposal,  especially  as 
modified  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
had  referred  to  the  Act  of  1887  and  the 
"eviction-made-easy  "  clause ;  but  he  would 
recall  to  him  the  Act  of  1896,  when  the 
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Grovemment  proposed  to  take  away  from 
every  tenant  in  the  congested  districts 
area  the  right  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed. 
He  himself  was  afraid  to  open  his  mouth 
on  the  Bill  of  1896,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  was  then  the  Leader 
of  the  Party,  and  he  was  more  or  less, 
sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less, 
under  his  jurisdiction ;  and  so,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Tyrone,  who  inter- 
posed at  the  very  moment  when  the 
Chairman  was  putting  the  clause,  every 
tenant  in  the  congested  districts  area 
would  have  had  this  right  taken  away 
from  him.  But  what  was  this  proposal  t 
Let  them  be  reasonable  and  have  some 
sense  of  proportion.  The  Land  Commis- 
sion, in  the  interests  of  the  tenants,-  acting 
in  the  same  spirit  as  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  acquired  a  holding.  What 
for  1  Not  to  make  money  out  of  it  and  to 
sell  it  to  London  speculators,  but  to  benefit 
the  tenants  on  the  holding.  It  might 
very  well  be  that  two  or  three  wastrels 
on  the  holdings  would  set  up  their  backs 
and  obstruct  the  sale  to  the  whole  of  the 
tenants.  If  they  did  so,  surely  it  was 
fair  and  reasonable  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission should  be  empowered  to  act 
according  to  this  provision.  The  terrible 
penalty  was  that  these  tenants  were  to  be 
made  owners  of  their  land.  If  anyone 
made  him  owner  of  his  house  on  the 
same  conditions  he  would  be  delighted  to 
accept  money  at  2J  per  cent. 


Mb.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  the 
other  day  when  he  was  proposing  an 
Amendment  of  a  similar  character 
to  this  one,  the  hon  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  said  it  wai 
preposterous  and  absurdi  The  hoa 
Member  for  East  Mayo  had  made 
an  attack  upon  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  over  this  Amendment, 
but  the  hon.  Member  had  enough  to  do 
to  carry  that  wretched  Dunraven  Treaty 
on  his  back.  [An  Hon.  Mehbeb: 
Tullyfy  him!]  The  minority  spoken 
of  were  likely  to  be  the  selfish  land- 
grabbers  and  those  who  always  heki  out 
against  a  reasonable  settlement. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that 
both  upon  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
and  the  Second  Beading  exception  was 
taken  to  this  clause,  mostly  to  Sub-section 
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(b),  which  proposed  toapply  compulsion 
not  merely  to  orne-fourth,  but  practically 
to  one  hall  in  cases  where  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  enabled  that  to  be  done.  He 
understood  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  now  suggest  that  the 
power  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should 
remain.  The  Chief  Secretary  was  quite 
right  in  saying  that  he  made  a  sugge.'^tion 
with  reference  to  the  40th  Section. 
What  he  said  was  that  he  took  a  strong 
objection  to  the  bare  majority,  and  that 
with  reference  to  the  three-fourths  he 
thought  the  penalty  proposed  in  the 
Bdl,  that  the  remaining  one  fourth 
should  be  deprived  of  their  rights,  was 
an  absurd  and  monstrous  one.  He 
agreed  that  it  would  not  be  desirable, 
nor  did  he  think  that  the  tenants  gener- 
ally would  regard  it  as  desirable,  that  a 
snmll  handful  of  tenants  on  an  estate 
should  be  allowed  to  block  a  whole 
transaction  of  purchase,  and,  therefore, 
tiiat  some  power  should  be  taken  to  deal 
with  such  a  contingency,  but  he  thought 
the  simplest  and  least  objectionable  way 
of  doing  so  would  be  on  the  lines  of  the 
40th  Section.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  object  to  the 
provisa  The  Judge  in  the  Land  Court 
was  given  this  discretion,  and  why  should 
it  be  taken  away  from  the  Commis- 
sioners "i  All  that  the  proviso  said  was 
that  before  imposing  this  penalty  upon 
recalcitrant  tenants  the  Land  Commission 
might  consider  any  objection  taken  as 
to  the  price,  and  surely  that  was  reason- 
able and  proper.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
objected  to  this  proviso.  Surely  if  a 
small  number  of  tenants  held  out,  it 
was  reasonable  and  proper  that  the 
Commissioners  should  inquire  whether 
the  objection  was  reasonable  or  not. 
Although  he  shared  the  objection  to  the 
clause  as  a  whole  which  had  been  put 
forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  he  thought  this  question  of  block- 
ing transactions  by  two  men  was  one 
that  must  be  dealt  with  in  some  way. 
If  the  proviso  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  were  allowed 
to  stand,  it  might  be  a  way  out  of  the 
difficulty.  He  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  he  could  not  allow  the  Amend- 
ment to  stand  as  a  whole.  It  gave  the 
Land  Commissioners  the  same  discretion 


as  was  possessed  now  by  the  Land  Judge. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
have  that  discretion. 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  they 
were  all,  he  believed,  anxious  that  this 
Bill  should  run,  and  that  the  sooner  they 
placed  the  tenants  in  possession  of  the 
land  the  better.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  that  one- 
fourth  of  the  tenants  of  an  estate  should 
bar  a  settlement  which  woiJd  bring 
satisfaction  to  a  multitude  of  people. 
He  did  not  believe  they  would  find  one 
estate,  perhaps,  out  of  a  hundred  where 
one-fourth  of  the  tenants  would  refuse  to 
be  made  proprietors  of  their  own  land  at 
a  large  reduction  of  rent.  But  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  might  obviate  a  diflSculty 
which  might  arise  and  bring  about  an 
unfortunate  state  of  things.  The  only 
difficulty  he  bad  in  regard  to  the 
proviso  was  that  it  appeared  to  be 
fraught  with  legal  compUcations ;  it 
introduced  the  lawyer. 


Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Where  does  this 
terrible  man  come  in  t 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  he 
could  come  in  to  show  where  modifica- 
tions were  necessary,  and  where  the  terms 
might  be  modified.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth  were  em- 
ployed he  could  make  a  good  deal  out  of 
these  points.  It  was  to  avoid  the  delay 
and  expense  which  would  thus  be  in- 
volved that  he  objected  to  the  proviso 
from  the  layman's  point  of  view.  He 
thought  the  other  part  of  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  was 
one  which  would  lead  to  what  they  all 
desired,  and  that  was  the  most  expeditious 
manner  possible  of  placing  the  Irish 
tenants  in  possession  of  their  land. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  in.  the 
seventeen  years  that  the  Purchase  Act 
had  been  in  force  he  had  not  been 
three  times  before  the  Commission. 
He  understood  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  would  do  their  work, 
not  sitting  as  a  court  at  all,  but 
as  an  administrative  body.  It  would  be 
managed  by  direct  communication  with 
the  tenants,  the  tenants'  solicitors,  and 
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the  landlords'  solicitors.  The  machinery 
of  purchase  was  not  a  contentious 
business  at  all. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  he  had 
as  great  an  objection  to  a  solicitor  as  to 
a  lawyer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  in  his  judg- 
ment the  tenants  who  did  not  employ 
solicitors  to  work  for  them  were  penny 
wise  and  pound  foolish.  He  had  known 
hundreds  of  pounds  lost  because  the 
tenant  would  not  pay  6s.  8d.  to  a 
solicitor.  One  solicitor  was  acquainted 
with  another,  and  they  could  arrange 
these  matters.  Just  as  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  could  run  things  through 
his  House  by  meeting  the  right  hon. 
iind  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh, 
arguing  with  him  in  the  most  polite 
way  outside  the  House,  and  using  to 
him  a  quite  different  tone  and  manner 
to  that  which  they  employed  officially 
inside,  so  the  tenant's  solicitor,  meeting 
the  landlord's  solicitor  in  the  market- 
place, and  talking  over  things,  got  over 
a  hundred  points  long  before  they 
reached  the  Commissioners.  He  did  not 
apprehend  that  the  difficulties  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  would  in  the  least  appear. 
He  thought  they  were  dealing  with  an 
imaginary  difficulty,  but  it  was  one  that 
must  be  provided  against.  If  they 
allowed  two  or  three  curmudgeons 
to  take  advantage  of  their  ill-humour 
or  cussedness  to  block  a  sale  these  men 
might  become  masters  of  the  situation, 
just  as  they  had  known  such  a  thing  in 
this  House,  he  would  not  say  on  the  part 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke.  It  was  notorious  that 
two  or  three  men  asserting  themselves 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


unduly  undoubtedly  acquired  great  power. 
There  was  no  machinery  known  to  the 
constitution  by  which  a  three-fourths 
majority  could  be  ruled  by  one-fourth. 
They  had  not  that  protection  in  the  Bill, 
and  it  was  now  proposed  to  provide  it  on 
the  easiest  terms  possible. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  ha\Tng 
considered  the  Amendment  he  had  gone 
the  whole  length  to  which  he  could  go  at 
one  bound  when  he  accepted  the  first 
part  of  it.  The  proviso  was  not  necessaiy, 
and  he  saw  some  dangers  in  it.  He  had 
tried  to  meet  hon.  Members  opposite,  and 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  now  come 
to  a  decision  on  this  matter. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  it  was  absurd  to 
represent  the  attitude  he  had  taken  up  in 
this  matter  as  indicating  a  desire  to 
enable  two  or  three  men  to  obstruct  the 
sale  of  an  estate.  Nu  such  idea  ever 
occtured  to  his  mind.  But  there  might 
be,  and  he  believed  there  would  be, 
estates  where  if  the  price  was  fixed  by 
three-fourths  of  the  tenants  the  remaining 
fourth  would  feel  aggrieved  ;  and  it  was 
not  fair  to  reject  the  proviso  by  which 
they  would  be  enabled  to  state  their 
grievance  to  the  Commission.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  made  an  urgent  appeal  to 
wind  up  the  discussion  simply  because 
he  had  announced  at  the  commencement, 
at  one  jump,  the  concession  he  was  pre- 
pared to  make.  He  protested  against 
that,  for  hon.  Members  were  at  least 
entitled  to  state  their  views  at  reasonable 
length. 


Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  said  he  wished 
to  oflFer  a  word  of  explanation  as  to  what 
he  meant.  What  he  thought  would 
happen  was  that  where  three-fourths  of 


Digitized  by  V^OUy  It! 


1001 


Irish 


{30  Junk  1903} 


LandBiU. 


1002 


the  tenants  on  aii  estate  agreed  to  pur- 
chase on  certain  terms  the  minority  of  one- 
fourth  might  hold  out.  What  he  imagined 
would  take  place  under  these  circum- 
stances was  that  the  Land  Commission 
would  probably  send  down  an  inspector  to 
confer  with  the  recalcitrant  minority,  to 
learn  their  circumstances  and  to  report  to 
the  CJommission,  and  that  the  Commission 
would  then  act  on  that  report  and  do 
what  they  thought  right  in  the  circum- 
stances. That  was  all  he  thought  the 
proviso  would  do.  He  did  not  think  this 
was  a  penalising  clause  against  the  tenants. 
He  did  not  chose  to  lose  the  first  part  of 
his  Amendment  because  he  could  not 
carry  the  second. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  (Gentleman  for  assist- 
ing their  progress  this  evening.  He 
formally  moved  the  omission  of  the 
proviso. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  propased 

Amendaient — 

"  To  omit  lines  7  to  lO."— {Mr.  Wyndham.) 
Amendment  to  proposed  Amendment 

agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  moved  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  first  sub-section — 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  38,  at  end,  to  insert  thewords 
'  where  the  tenant  could  have  obtained  an 
advance  of  the  entire  parcbane-money,  and  the 
Land  Commission  had  offered  in  the  prescribed 
manner  to  make  the  advance.' " — {Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 


Qause  18. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Mr.  CLANCY  urged  that  the  regula- 
tions as  to  turbary  should  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House.  He  did  not  desire  to 
detain  the  Committee  by  moving  an 
Amendment,  but  he  wished  to  say  that  if 
it  was  proposed  to  give  the  trustees 
powers  to  tax  that  would  be  thoroughly 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  until  the  trustees  had 
acquired  particular  rights  to  make  regula- 
tions as  to  how  they  were  to  be  exercised. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  vesting,"  and  insert  the  word  '  sale.' "— (^»"- 
Edward  Mitchell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  II,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the 
word  'may,'  and  insert  the  word  'shall.'"— 
(Mr.  Edward' Mitchell.) 

Question  proposed,  '*That  the  word 
•  may  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  in  many 
cases  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  word 
"  may  "  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  said  he  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  U,  line  31,  after  the  word  '  afortf- 
aaid,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and  on  any  estate 
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nrould  add  some  such  words  as  would 
protect  these  tenants.  He  moved  there- 
fore. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  entirely  unnecessary. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would  sug- 
gest that  there  should  be  a  wider  and  less 
definite  wording  of  this  section.  A  man 
on  the  upper  part  of  a  mountain  might 
have  twenty  or  thirty  acres  of  bog  land, 
and  an  acre  or  two  of  tillage  land.  The 
only  pasturage  which  he  had  in  the 
summer  time  would  be  on  a  patch  of 
the  bog  land.  It  woidd  be  very  hard 
upon  him  if  a  man  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  mountain,  who  had  plenty  of  pasture 
on  which  his  cows  browsed  up  to  the 
udders  in  grass,  came  up  and  destroyed 
his  little  bit  of  summer  grazing. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  these  things 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  cutting' 
to  insert  the  words  'or  making.' "—(Jfr.  /.  P. 
FarreU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  any  objection 
to  put  in  after  the  word  "  turf  "  in  line 
34,  the  words  "  and  pasturage."  It  was 
not  merely  the  turf  which  the  tenant 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain  wanted,  but 
the  small  bit  of  grass  on  the  tiui. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  presumed 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
meant  that  the  turf  and  grass  should  not 
be  cut  away  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
seriously  injure  the  mountain  holding. 
If  so,  he  would  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"In  page  11,  line  34,  after  the  word  'tutf ' 
could  be  provided   for  by  schemes  which    to  insert  the  words  'and  pasturage.'  "—(Mr.  T. 

would  be  drawn  up  to  meet  each  case.  Heaty.) 


Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.)8aid 
he  would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to 
the  question  of  hand-made  turf.  If 
the  regulations  under  Sub-section  2 
were  enforced  against  a  large  number 
of  tenants  in  his  constituency  they  would 
be  severely  penalised.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  promised   him  that  he 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  that  this 
clause  enabled  the  Land  Commission 
on  the  application  of  any  proprietor 
of  a  holding  to  determine  all  ques- 
tions which  might  arise  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  the  holdings,  easements, 
or  appurtenances,  claimed  by  any  pro- 
prietors against  any  other  proprietors  or 
tenants  of  holdings.  That  wasan  enormous 
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power  to  give  to  the   Land   Commission        Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  it  was  not 


on  a  subject  upon  which  the  Irish  tenants 


proposed  by  the  Clause  to  oust  the  juris- 


wera  peculiarly  touchy,  and  which  often    diction  of  the  County  Courts.     It  simply 


gave  rise  to  disputes  and  disorder.  In 
order  to  modify  the  clause  he  begged  to 
move. 


provided  that  two  adjoining  proprietors 
might  appoint  the  Land  Commission  to 
arbitrate  between  them.  He  would  be 
willing  to  insert  on  line  3,  the  words  "  at 


"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  •  may '  insert '  with 
the  consent  of  all  the  proprietoris  and  tenants  |  the  request  of  the  parties  interested." 
aJfected  thereby."'  I  ^  ^ 

If  these  words  were  inserted  the  mischief 
would  be  minimised,  or  disappear  alto- 
gether ;  because  it  would  become  a  species 
of  arbitration,  and  enable  the  tenants  to 
get  a  hearing.  It  would  be  a  monstrous 
thing  to  allow  the  Land  Commission  to 
settle  boundaries  on  an  ex  parte  statement. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  may '  to 
insert  the  words  '  with  the  consent  of  all  the 
proprietors  and  tenants  affected  thereby.'" — 
(Mr.  HemphUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  hoped  that  the 


♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  that  that  was 
exactly  the  thing  he  wanted,  and  he 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,'Une  3,  after  the  word  '  may '  to 
insert  the  words  'at  the  request  of  the  parties 
interested.'" — (Mr.  Atkinson.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  after  the  words  '  tbiok 


right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  accept  '  fit'  to  insert  the  words  'for  the  carrying  out 
,,      ,  ,  of  such  purpose.'" — (Mr.  Hemphill.) 

the  Amendment. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  pro- 
posal on  the  Bill  was  simply  to  enable  the 
Land  Commission  to  settle  a  question  of 
boundaries  instead  of  driving  a  number 
of  poor  proprietors  into  litigation.  The 
Land  Commission  would  have  no  coercive 
jurisdiction. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.)  said 
that  the  questions  thus  left  to  the  ex- 
olusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Iiand  Com- 
mission might  be  of  the  most  momentous 
character.  The  County  Courts  and  the 
Superior  Courts  were  open  to  the  tenants. 
He  would  suggest  that  some  limitation 
should  be  placed  on  this  new  power  that 
was  to  be  conferred. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  his  right  hon. 
friend  apparently  wanted  to  confine  the 
!  exercise  of  these  magisterial  powers  to 
\  the  purchase,  but  in  his  opinion  it  was 
j  much  more  important  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission  should  have  power  to  arbitrate 
either  before  the  purchase,  on  the  purchase, 
or  after  the  purchase. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  he  could  very 
well  understand  the  granting  of  such 
powers  to  the  Land  Commission  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  the  people  in  the 
policy  of  this  Act,  but  here  they  were 
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setting  up  a  tribunal  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  some  of  the  most  delicate 
questions  that  could  be  raised. 

♦Mr.  O'DOHERTY  considered  the 
proposed  tribunal  a  very  proper  one,  and 
considered  that  it  would  confer  a  great 
amount  of  good  on  small  farmers 
throughout  Ireland.  Anyone  acquainted 
with  Irish  County  Court  procedure 
must  regret  the  great  amount  of  money 
wasted  on  disputes  over  very  small 
mitters. 

Me.  wood  could  not  agree  with 
the  last  speaker.  He  thought  the 
clause  was  unnecessary  because  under 
existing  Acts  ample  powers  were  con- 
ferred on  the  Land  Commission  to 
settle  disputes  for  the  purpose  rf  carry- 
ing out  sales  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  He  considered  the  suggestion  of 
the  Attorney-General  a  very  fair  one. 
He  was  reminded  of  a  case  which  came 
under  his  personal  notice.  Two  tenants 
had  a  dispute,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the 
expense  of  litigation  they  agreed  to  place 
a  turkey  cock  on  a  table,  and  whichever 
of  the  two  parties  the  bird  first  bowed 
to  was  to  be  deemed  in  the  right.  The 
experiment  was  not  a  success,  so  at  last 
they  had  to  go  to  the  County  Court 
Judge,  and  to  spend  a  good  deal  of 
money  which  might  have  been  saved 
had  they  obtained  proper  legal  advice  in 
the  first  instance. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  hoped 
that  the  clause  would  be  allowed  to 
pass.  He  regarded  this  clause  as  one  of 
the  very  best  in  the  Bill,  ag  it  would  do 
away  with  a  lot  of  useless  and  expensive 
litigation. 

Mr.  Hemphill. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim,  N.) 
thought  the  clause  did  not  go  quite  far 
enough.  When  the  Land  Commissioners 
sent  down  an  inspector  toinspect  an  estate 
he  might  find  a  dispute  between  two 
tenants  A  and  B  as  to  a  right  of-way,  or  a 
boundary,  or  some  matter  of  the  kind, 
and  the  landlord  would  be  unaUe  to 
go  forward  with  the  sale  until  the  dis- 
pute was  settled,  although  poesiUy  the 
tenant  might  decline  to  persevere  with 
that.  When  A  made  a  claim  and  did 
not  persevere  with  it  it  remained  a 
block  in  the  way  which  was  perhaps 
only  to  be  got  rid  of  by  the  landlord 
paying  A  to  withdraw  his  objection. 
In  his  opinion  the  Land  Commissioners 
should  be  given  power  to  determine  all 
disputes  between  tenants  in  respect  of 
holdings  about  to  be  sold. 

""Ms.  HEMPHILL:  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  20,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  21. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, providing  that  any  question  of 
law  arising  should  be  referred  for  th» 
decision  of  a  Judicial  Commissioner. 


Amendment  proposed— 

"In  page  12,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  may,'  and  insert  the  words '  shaU  on  the  a{^- 
catioa  of  any  person  interested.'" — [Mr. 
Wyndham.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.     wyndham    next    mored    a 
further    Amendment    to  line   13,    the 
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object  of  which  was  to  prevent  frivolous 
law  points  being  raised. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  13,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
'anless  in  the  opinion  of  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners the  application  is  frivolous.'" — {Mr. 
fVyjuiham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DILLON  moved  to  amend  the 

second    sub-section    so    that    it    should 

read: — 

"  The  Estates  Commissioners  shall  be 
appointed  by  His  Majesty,  by  warrant  nnder 
the  Royal  Sign  Mannal,  as  additional  Members 
«f  the  Land  Commission." 

He  said  that  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill  the  Chief  Secretary 
gave  a  sort  of  pledge  that  there  should 
be  no  difference  in  the  status  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  there  should  be  no 
chairman,  and  that  all  should  have  the 
same  status  and  powers.  The  object  of 
this  Amendment  was  to  secure  the 
redemption  of  that  pledge.  The  pro- 
visions of  Sub-section  2  were  plainly 
inconsistent  with  that  promise,  for  one 
Commissioner  was  to  be  appointed  by 
Sign  Manual  and  his  salary  charged  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  while  the  other 
two  were  to  hold  their  office  at  pleasure 
and  to  be  paid  a  lower  salary  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament.  It  was  pretty 
well  known  that  the  landlord'%  nominee 
on  the  Commission  was  to  be  Mr. 
Frederick  Wrench.  He  was  to  be  paid 
£3,000  a  year  as  compared  with  £2,000 
a  year  to  be  given  to  the  other  Commis- 
sioners, and  as  his  salary  would  be  a 
charge  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  he 
alone  on  the  Commission  would  not  be 
subject  to  Parliamentary  criticism.  He 
would,  in  fact,  hold  a  position  entirely 
different  from  that  held  by  the  other 
two    Commissioners.    He  thought  that 


hon.  Members  around  him  were  entitled 
to  object  to  the  landlords'  representative 
on  the  Commission  being  made  practi- 
cally the  president  of  that  body.  As 
had  been  said  more  that  once,  the  future 
of  that  Bill  depended  to  an  enormous 
extent  on  the  method  of  administering  it. 
Land  Bill  after  Land  Bill  in  the  history 
of  the  Irish  Land  War  had  been  des- 
troyed by  administration,  and  the  hopes 
and  confidence  of  the  people  had  been 
turned  into  bitter  disappointment  in  con- 
sequence. If  there  was  to  be  any  real 
settlement  now,  there  must  be  a  fresh 
departure  in  the  matter  of  administra- 
tion. They  did  not  want  the  work 
entrusted  to  such  men  as  Judge  Ross  and 
Mr.  Frederick  Wrench,  who  would  l>e 
withdrawn  from  the  criticism  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  as  to  whose  actions  Ministers 
would  be  able  to  refuse  information.  He 
had  hoped  to  see  the  administration  put 
on  a  sounder  basis  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  would  be  recognised  as 
a  responsible  body  of  administrators  and 
not  mere  officials.  Let  the  Government 
adopt  that  policy  honestly  and  frankly, 
and  not  give  the  chief  place  to  one  who 
enjoyed  the  confidence  neither  of  tenants 
nor  of  landlords.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  realise  the  gravity 
of  that  question,  and  the  importance  of 
endeavouring  to  secure  the  confidence  of 
the  Irish  people  in  the  Commission. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  one  of. '  "—(Mr.  Dillon. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'one  of  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  on 
the  night  the  Bill  was  introduced  he 
heartily  congratulated  the  Government 
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fact — as   stated  by    the   Chief 
Secretary — that    the    decisions    of    the 
new    tribunal,    being     a    non- judicial 
tribunal,  would  be  open  to  criticism  on 
the  Estimates.      But  on  seeing  the  Bill 
in  print  he  very  soon  discovered  that  the 
statement  of  the  Chief    Secretary  was 
inaccurate,    inasmuch  as  the  most  im- 
portant  member  of  the  Commission,  by 
having  his  salary  charged  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  was  removed  from  the 
criticism  of  the  House.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,    no    doubt  'unintentionally, 
conveyed  a  false  impression  on  the  night 
he  introduce:!  the  Bill.    It  was  now  clear 
that    Mr.   Wrench   was  placed    in    the 
position  of  superiority  over  his  colleagues. 
Parliament  would  be  unable  to  discuss 
his  conduct,  and  he  could  not  be  removed 
except  by  some  almost  impossible  pro- 
cedure, while  his  colleagues  were   to  be 
in  the   position    of   removable  resident 
magistrates.     And  Mr.  Wrench  was  to 
occupy  that  favoured  position  in  spite  of  j 
the  fact  that  he  had  not  the  confidence 
of  either  the  landlords  or  the  tenants  in 
Ireland.    Worse  than  that,  the  other  two 
members  of  the  Commission  were  paid 
lower  salaries  than  Mr.  Wrench,  and  were 
removable  at  pleasure.     It  was  a  most 
serious  thing  that  Mr.  Wrench  should 
be  put  in  such  a  position  of  superiority, 
and  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
give  them   satisfactory   assurance  that 
his    promise    on    the  point  would  be 
redeemed.      It   must   not  be  forgotten 
that  Mr.  Wrench  was  already  a  member 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and 
he     certainly   could     not    satisfactorily 
perform  the  work  of  the  two  offices. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  did  not  claim  to 
be  able  to  say  whether  or  not  the  land- 
lords   had   confidence   in   Mr.  Wrenchi 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


He  preferred  to  discuss  the  Amendment 
rather  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  in- 
equality of  the  Commissioners  than  that 
of  disparagement  of  one  of  their  niunber. 
He  contended  that  it  was  reasonable  to 
require  that  Mr.  Wrench  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  with  his  colleague^ 
as    regarded    Parliamentary    criticism, 
tenure,  and  salary.    He  well  remembered 
the  mistake  that  was  made  in  the  case 
of    Mr.   Murrough    O'Brien,    who  wae 
appointed    to    his    office   by   a   Liberal 
Government    at    a    reduced    salary  of 
£2,000,    with  the   result  that    he  was 
practically  boycotted  by  his  colleagues 
and  treated  as  if  he  occupied  an  inferior 
instead  of  an  equal  position.    They  did 
not  want  a  recurrence  of  that.      There 
was  a  strong  aroma  of   the  Treasury 
about  this  clause ;  and  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman    had    already  rejected   one 
Amendment    on   the    ground    that  he 
was  fettered  by  the  Treasury.    As  to  the 
questions  of  status  and  tenure,  such  a 
case  might  occur  as  that,  because  the 
Commissioners  by  a  majority  refused  to 
buy  a  slum  holding.     A  Member  of  the 
House  of  Lords  would  at  once   come 
down  with  a  Motion  for  their  removal, 
and  as  the  Peers  held  the  Government 
in  their  pockets,  the  position  would  be 
intolerable.     If   the   question   was  not 
decided  that  evening  there  was  a  danger 
of  its  discussion  occupying  the  whole  of 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  with 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Treasury  he 
would  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  the  Bill  was  brought  forward 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  Government 
as  a  whole,  but  there  was  no  doubt  that 
a  strong  case  had  to  be  made  out  for 
creating  new  departments  and  new  offices. 
He  would  repeat  now  what  he  said  on  the 
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first  and  second  reading  of  the  Bill — 
namely,  that  the  sole  intention  of  the 
Government  was  that  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners should  he  a  body  of  adminis- 
tiBtors,  and  not  a  body  of  Judges.     He 
did  not  know  that  he  need  take  up  the 
cudgels  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Wrench,  but  he 
would  only  say  that  he  should  not  have 
reconmiended  his  appointment  unless  he 
had  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  ability. 
No    one    had    joined    with    him  more 
cordially  in  pushing  on  land  purchase  and 
shortening  the  procedure.     But,  taking  it 
that  Mr.  Wrench  might  be  one  of  the 
three  Commissioners,  was  it  contended 
that  a  person  who  held  a  certain  position 
at  a  certain  salary  could  be  appointed  to 
do  more    work    on   condition    that  his 
tenure  was  altered  and  his  salary  reduced '? 
That  was  not  practical  politics.     It  was 
the  intention  that  Mr.  Wrench  and  the 
other  Commissioners  should  be  subject  to 
the  criticism  of  Parliament,  and  if  there 
were  any    doubt  as  to  that  let  it   be 
removed.     That  was  his  intention,  and  he 
would  see  that  it  was  carried  into  effect. 
His  suggestion  was  that  it  should  be  made 
clear  that  the  Estates  Commissioners,  as 
Estates  Commissioners,  were  an  adminis- 
trative and  not  a  judicial  body,  and  that 
their  action  in  that  capacity  could  be 
reNiewed  on  the  Estimates  year  by  year. 
Their  tenure,  he  thought,  should  be  the 
tenure  of  the  Civil  Service.     The  hon. 
Member  suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
levelling  up  as  regarded  salaries ;  but  he 
would  prefer  not  to  discuss  that  sugges- 
tion.     He  associated  himself,   however, 
with     the    Treasury    in    thinking    that 
£2,000  was  an  adequate  salary  for  the 
work;    and    he    could   not    suggest  an 
increase   to  the  Treasury.      The  salary 
which  a  man  received  did  not  add  weight 
to  his  influence  in  council 
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Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  did  not  want 
the  House  of  Lords  coming  down  and 
banging  these  men. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  asked  the  hon.  and 
learned  Glentleman  how  these  men  were 
to  be  subject  to  the  criticism  of  this  House 
and  not  of  the  other  House.  If  they 
were  to  be  administrative,  clearly  they 
must  have  an  administrative  tenure. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  never  had 
been  an  instance  in  which  they  were  re- 
strained from  discussing  the  action  of 
County  Court  Judges.  He  himself  had  dis- 
cussed the  judicial  action  of  every  County 
Court  Judge  in  Ireland.  He  remembered 
beginning  with  Judge  Clarke  in  1881, 
and  then  he  went  on  to  Judge  Barry,  of 
Monaghan.  The  County  Court  Judges 
had  never  been  considered  to  have  a 
Consolidated  Fund  tenure.  He  thought 
there  was  some  force  in  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  salary,  but  on  the  question  of 
tenure  he  remained  immovable.  It  was 
an  absurd  tenure.  These  men  ought  not 
to  be  removable  at  pleasure.  Their 
minds  were  all  full  of  the  old  tenure 
disputes.  But  this  was  not  the  old 
question.  It  was  not  a  question  whether 
a  man  was  within  the  Act  or  not.  It  was 
a  question  where  two  parties  were  agreed 
except  as  to  amount,  as  to  whether  the 
Oommissioners  would  give  a  man  a 
£10,000  bonus  or  not,  perhaps  for  a  slim 
estate.  With  the  influence  of  the  con- 
stant hammer-hammer  of  society  in  a 
little  island  where  everyone'was  known, 
and  where  the  telescope  and  microscope 
of  public  opinion  were  on  every  one,  were 
these  gentlemen  to  be  given  a  scavenger's 
tenure  1  Why,  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  the  humblest  employee  of  a 
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County  Council  was  given  an  absolute 
tenure.  Was  it  reasonaUe  that  they 
should  be  asked,  knowing  what  they  did 
about  the  vicissitudes  of  appointments 
in  the  past,  to  agree  to  such  a  proposal 
If  they  were  to  agree  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  Government  they  would  be  posi- 
tively giving  away  the  tenants'  case. 
He  himself  had  not  put  down  many 
Amendments  to  the  Bill  j  he  did  not  care 
a  great  deal  about  them  ;  and  he  would 
tell  the  Committee  why.  When  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  was  being  passed  he  said  :— 

"  Give  me  the  making  of  the  Land  Com- 
miscdon,  and  I  do  not  care  who  makes  the 
land  laws." 

But  if  the  Estates  Commissioners  were 
to  be  the  merest  shadows,  whose  breath 
was  to  depend  on  the  thunders  and 
vetoes  of  the  House  of  Lords,  they 
might  as  well  appoint  the  three  greatest 
landlord  partisans  in  Ireland.  No  man 
could  stand  up  in  Ireland  against 
constant  debates  by  influential  men. 
If  Lord  Londonderry,  Lord  Abercom, 
Lord  Ardilaun,  or  any  of  the  great 
proprietors  came  down  to  the  comfortable 
Assembly  over  the  way  with  a  Motion 
calling  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Mr. 


■end  a  telegram  to  these  unfortunate  Com' 
missioners  which  would  make  their  hair 
curi.  Where  was  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke-upon-Trent,  who  had  {Jeaded  on  be- 
half of  the  British  taxpayers  %  This  was 
the  occasion  for  protectingthe  British  tax- 
payers. The  CommissiiHiers  could  only 
incur  censure  by  acting  on  motives  of 
economy  and  strictness.  It  was  not  the 
critidam  of  the  Irish  Members  they  would 
incur,  but  the  criticism  of  the  gentlemen 
across  the  lobby.  He  took  a  strong  view 
on  this  clause,  and  unless  they  got  some 
satisfaction  he  was  afraid  its  discussion 
would  occupy  a  good  deal  of  time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  they  could  not 
possibly  settle  the  question  that  night. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  would  give 
the  Estates  Commissioners  a  tenure  tanta- 
mount to  the  tenure  of  a  County  Court 
Judge ;  that  was  to  say  that  they  could 
be  removed,  not  by  the  House  but  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  If  they  gave  the  Com- 
missioners the  tenure  of  a  Judge  it  would 
tend  to  make  the  procedure  judicial.  He 
was  inclined  to  make  it  administrative  ; 
and  what  they  had  to  find  was  some  plan 
that  would  keep  the  procedure  adminis- 


A,  B,  or  C  in  Dublin,  and  declaring  trative,  and  subject  to  criticism  in  that 
pontifically  that  it  was  intolerable— the  House,  but  which  would  not  subject  those 
Chief  Secretary   might  then  be  at  the    who  had  such  important  duties  to  per- 


Treasury  or  be  Prime  Minister,  and  they 
would  have  in  that  House  a  Chief 
Secretary  who  knew  not  Joseph,  or 
perhaps  knew  him  too  well,  and  who 
would  take  up  a  strong  line  on  the 
landlords'  side— why  the  echo  of  the 
division  would  not  have  ceased  before 
their  Lordships  would  come  clattering 
across  the  lobbies,  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  the  day  would  have  to 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


form  to  any  slight.  As  time  did  not 
then  suflSce  for  the  discussion  of  the 
matter  he  suggested  that  they  had  better 
sleep  over  it. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 


Adjourned  at  two  minatea  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  \a  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Ix>ndon  and  North   Western  Railway 
Bill  [Lords].     [Not  amended],  considered'; 

I  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

:^  Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
^  Bill  As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
^  the  third  time. 

e  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  Read 
'I  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

"2 

II  Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords].  Report 
£  [30th  June]  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
•i  Standing  Orders  read. 

■1      Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

fc  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(?  (No.  5.)  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments 
s  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed];  Report 
"^.  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

'2  Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
5  to-morrow. 


Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Nantwich  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords] ;  reported,  with  Amendments, 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


5  LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 

^         BILLANDLICENSINGLAW(COMPEN- 

SATION  FOR NON -RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Mossley,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-KENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Walsden,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (IRELAND.) 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  tho 
Director  of  the  National  Gallery  of 
Ireland  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and 
Guardians  for  the  year  1902  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Accounts  presented,  of  all  Deposits 
received  and  p;»id  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1902.  and  of  the 
Sums  received  and  paid  by  the  Ntttional 
Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  the 
Fund  for  the  Post  OflSce  Savings  Banks 
in  the  same  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  235.] 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  9,  1903). 
Copy  presented,  of  Convention  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Netherlands  regulating  the  Allowances 
to  Witnesses  in  Fishery  cases.  Signed 
at  the  Hague,  26th  April,  1902.  Rati- 
fications exchanged  at  the  Hague,  22nd 
May,  1 903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

NAVAL  WORKS  [CONSOLIDATED 
FUND]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  Construction 
of  Works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  and  of  authorising  the  payment, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  those 
purposes  (King's  Recommendation  sig- 
nified), upon  Friday. —  {Mr.  Pretyman.) 

BOARDS  OF  GUARDIANS  (PERSONS 
IN  RECEIPT  OF  REUEF). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing,  in  respect 
of  each  Union  and  Parish  under  a  sepa- 
rate Board  of  Guardians  in  England 
and  Wales,  the  number  of  persons  of 
each  sex  in  receipt  from  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians (a)  of  in-door  relief  or  (b)  of  out- 
door relief  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1903,  who  were  over  sixty  years  of  age, 
distinguishing  those  who  were  over 
sixty  and  under  sixty-five,  sixty-five  and 
under  seventy,  seventy  and  under 
seventy-five,  seventy-five  and  under 
eighty,  and  eighty  years  of  age  and 
upwards;   lunatics  in  asylums,  ucensed 
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houses,  and  registered  hospitals;  vag- 
rants and  persons  who  were  only  in 
receipt  of  relief  constructively  by  reason 
of  relief  being  given  to  wives  or  child- 
ren, not  being  included  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  36,  of 
Session  1891);  and  showing  in  regard 
to  (a)  the  number  of  those  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  officer  of  the 
workhouse,  could  not  satisfactorily  take 
care  of  themselves  owing  to  mental  or 
physical  infirmity." — {Mr.  Burt.) 


QUESTIOiYS  ANDANSfVERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Licensing  Question- 
Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if,  having  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  holders  of  licences,  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  justices  in  some  petty 
sessional  districts,  he  can  fix  an  early 
day  for  the  consideration  of  the  sus- 
pensory Bill  introduced  by  the  Member 
for  the  Dartford  Division  of  Kent. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar.)  I 
must  refer  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  to 
the  answer  I  gave  on  Monday,!  and  on 
many  previous  occasions,  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  quite  impossible, '  with  public 
advantage,  under  our  existing  Parlia- 
mentary system,  to  give  facilities  for 
private  Members'  Bills  of  a  highly  con- 
troversial character,  however  excellent 
the  object  of  those  Bills  may  be. 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Forei^ 
Countries  giving  Bednced  Tanff 
OhaiveB. 

Me.  ALFRED  BUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.  R.,  Morley) :  To  ask  the  Undersecre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he 
could  state  or  grant  a  Return  of  the 
commercial  treaties  effected  between 
foreign  countries  during  the  last  twenty 
years  giving  mutual  advantages  of 
reduced  tariff  chargest 

{Answered  by  Lord  Crarmme.)  Such  a 
Return  would  be  difficult  to  compile,  but 
I  am  in  communication  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  will  inform  the  hon.  Mem- 
lier  of  the  result. 


t  See  pagel815. 


Aventce  Prices  of  Food  in  Principal 
European  Oountties. 

Mr.  ALFRED  BUTTON :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  could  grant  a  Return  showing  since 
1880  the  average  price  of  the  chief 
articles  of  food  and  the  tariff  duties 
upon  them  in  Germany  and  other 
European  countries. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  It 
would  not  be  practicable  to  give  the 
Return  quite  in  the  form  desired  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  I  should  be  prepared 
to  lay  a  Return,  giving  such  official 
information  as  is  available  as  to  the 
wholesale  prices  of  food  in  the  principal 
European  countries,  and  to  add  wheat, 
etc.,  to  the  next  issue  of  the  Foreign 
Import  Duties  Return,  which  will  be 
pubUshed  in  the  autumn. 

Exports  of  SMps  built  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire. 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  the  exports  of 
ships  built  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  are  entered  in  the  Statistical 
Abstract  as  undistinguished  prior  to 
1899,  were  included  previous  to  that 
date  under  other  heads  of  exports  ;  if  so, 
under  which  heads  ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
in  future  editions  of  the  Statistical  Ab- 
stract he  will  substitute  the  words  not 
included  for  the  word  undistinguished. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Parti- 
culars of  the  exports  of  new  ships  and 
the'r  machinery  were  not  recorded  prior 
to  1899,  and  are  not  therefore  included 
under  other  heads  of  exports  previous  to 
that  date.  The  alteration  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member  shall  be  made  in 
future  issues  of  the  Statistical  Abstract. 

Construction  of  Sea  Wall  at  Skigorsta, 
Isle  of  Lewis. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  will  state 
whether  any  progress  has  yet  been  made 
with  the  construction  of  a  protecting 
wall  for  the  Skigersta  Pier,  Island  di 
Lewis. 

{Ansvxred  by  Mr.  A.  Chaham  Murray.) 
As  the  hon.  Member  has  already  been 
informed,!  the  Board  extended  the  time 

tSee  (4)  Debates,  oxviii.,  1541^ 
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lor  acceptance  of  the  grant  until  14th 
March.  On  10th  March  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  received  a  letter  from 
the  promoter  of  the  work  intimating 
that  he  had  secured  guarantees  "  to  a 
certain  extent,"  and  requesting  the 
Board  to  keep  the  matter  open  until 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, which  he  stated  was  to  take 
place  about  the  end  of  the  month.  No 
further  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived on  this  subject  since  then. 

School  Oiants- 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  whether  grants  payable  ac- 
cording to  average  attendance  in  a 
voluntary  school  for  a  year,  which  covers 
a  period  prior  to^  and  a  period  subse- 
quently to  an  appointed  day  under  The 
Education  Act,  1902,  will  bo  computed 
according  to  average  attendance  taken 
separately  for  the  period  before  the 
change,  and  separately  for  the  period 
after. 

(Answered  by  Sir  fFilliam  Anson.)  The 
grants  will  be  calculated  on  the  average 
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school    year  as  a 
separate    average 


attendance  for    the 

whole,    not  on     the 

attendances  for  the  periods  before  and 

after  the  appointed  day. 


Valae  of  Coal  Exports. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.):  To  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  state  the 
values  of  coal  exported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  different  foreign 
countries,  and  to  the  colonies  and  India. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  in- 
formation desired  will  be  found  set  out 
for  the  past  five  years  on  pages  435  and 
436  of  the  Annual  Statement  of  Trade 
for  the  United  Kingdom  for  1902  (Vol  I.) 
[Command  Paper  1582.] 

I  Indoor  Farm  Senrants  in  Ireland. 
■  Mb.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  To 
'  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
,  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the 
'  number  of  farm  servants  (indoor)  in  each 
'  of  the  four  provinces  of  Ireland  accord- 
ing to  the  Census  Returns  of  1891  and 
1901  respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndfiam.) 


Province. 

1891. 

1901. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Leioster  - 
Munster  - 
XJlBter      - 
Connanght 

21,656 
28,135 
38,061 
16,584 

1,919 
4,670 
3,629 
2,465 

23,675 
32,805 
41,690 
19,049 

17,640 

23,856 

25,650 

9,688 

1,987 
3,4(8 
2,426 
1,271 

19,627 
27,264 
28,076 
10,959 

Total      • 

104,436 

12,683 

117,119 

76,834 

9,092 

85,926 

Tobacco  returned  from  South  Africa. 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
quantity  of  unconsumed  tobacco  belong- 
ing to  the  War  OflBce  has  been,  or  is 
about  to  be,  returned  from  South  Africa 
to  England  and  jsold  by  tender ;  at  what 
prices  per  pound  was  this  tobacco  pur- 
chased, and  what  prices  have  been 
realised  by  the  lots  already  sold ;  whether 
traders  wishing  to  tender  have  been 
allowed  to  make  a  full  examination  of 
the  condition  of  this  tobacco;  and 
whether  Army  canteens  in  South  Africa 
were  allowed  to  buy  quantities  of  tobacco 


from  private  traders,  although  the  War 
OflSce  were  in  possession  of  a  consider- 
able stock. 

{Avswered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
About  200,000  pounds  have  been  sold, 
and  500,000  are  being  sold.  It  is  not 
yet  known  how  much  more  will  be  avail- 
able for  sale.  It  is  undesirable  to  state 
prices,  as  any  statement  affects  future 
tenders.  As  regards  full  examination  on 
the  part  of  traders,  the  tobacco  has  been 
available  for  general  inspectiod,  and 
samples  could  be  obtained  on  appUca 
tion.     I  have  no  information  as  to  what 

2  M  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1023 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1024 


purchases  of  tobacco  were  made  by  the 
canteens  from  private  traders,  but  the 
Qeneral  Officer  Commanding,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  regulations  of  can- 
teens, recommended  this  sale. 

Vote  for  Befonnatorjr  and  Indnstxial 
Schools. 

Mr.  bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek):  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  arrange  to  bring  on  the 
Vote  for  Reformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools  at  an  early  date,  so  that  the 
subject  may  be  discussed  this  session. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  I  am 
afraid  that  I  cannot  promise  to  find  any 
special  opportunity  for  bringing  on  this 
Vote  in  view  of  the  claims  of  other 
services  which  have  not  yet  been  under 
discussion,  but  I  trust  that  some  con- 
venient occasion  may  be  found. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


DeTonport  Oairison. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  all  the  regiments 
now  stationed  at  Devonport  are  connected 
with  the  County  of  Devon;  if  not,  will  he 
consider  the  propriety,  in  view  of  their 
services  in  the  field,  of  quartering  the 
Devonshire  Regiment  in  Devonshire. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICF,  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  There  can 
be  only  one  Devonshire  battalion  in  Eng- 
land at  any  one  time,  and  as  the  number 
of  battalions  quartered  at  Plymouth  and 
Devonport  is  four,  it  is  not  possible  to 
secure  that  all  these  should  be  connected 
with  Devonshire.  The  barracks  were 
already  filled  when  the  2nd  Battalion 
arrived  from  South  Africa,  and  it  would 
have  been  very  undesirable  to  have  put 
another  battalion  to  the  expense  of 
moving  out  to  make  room  for  it.  My 
right  Hon.  friend  has  every  sympathy 
with  the  desire  to  quarter  county  regi- 
ments in  their  own  districts,  and  hopes 
an  opportunity  may  arise  for  quartering 
the  battalion  in  Devonshire  before  it  goes 
abroad  again. 

Imperial  Teomanry- 
♦Mr.     MANSFIELD     (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 


State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  men  of  the  1901  Imperial  Yeomanry 
were  required  to  sign  their  accoonto 
before  discharge ;  that  when  thes» 
accounts  were  signed  there  was  a  form 
provided  on  which  the  men  stated  any 
complaints  in  regard  to  their  pay,  and 
that  these  forms  were  signed  by  the  men 
and  their  commanding  officers  and  for- 
warded to  him  ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  now 

i  give  information   with   respect  to  com- 

,  plaints  made  at  Aldershot. 

I  Lord  STANLEY :  My  right  hon.  friend 
I  has  already  asked  the  hon.  Member  to 
I  refer  all  further  Questions  on  this  subject 
I  direct  to  the  Chief  Paymaster,  Imperial 
,  Yeomanry,  as  such  matters  of  detail  could 
not  properly  be  dealt  with  by  Question  and 
I  Answer  across  the  floor  of  the  House,  t 
I  Nor  would  it  be  right  lo  employ  the 
,  Staff  in  making  a  nu  Jiber  of  calculations 
I  which  in  no  way  elucidate  specific  cases. 

I      ♦Mr.  MANSFIELD:  Were  the  oflBcers 
i  consulted  about  the  complaints  of  the 
men  ? 

Lord  STANLEY  :  That  is  exactly  one 
of  the  Questions  my  right  hon.  friend 
wishes  the  hon.  Member  to  refer  to  the 
Chief  Paymaster. 

Becognitioii  of  Gallantry— Oase  of  Dr. 
Oarland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  why  Governor  Hodgson's 
despatch,  received  on  17th  October, 
1899,  was  only  published  in  the  GazetU 
of  24th  April,  1903  ;  whether  it  is  within 
the  province  of  the  Colonial  OflSce  or 
the  War  OflSce  to  take  note  of  the  recom- 
mendation therein  contained  respecting 
an  act  of  the  greatest  gallantry  performed 
by  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon  Garland 
in  saving  the  life  of  Captain  Green,  who 
had  been  wounded  by  an  arrow  smeared 
with  virulent  poison,  by  sucking  the 
wound  for  several  minutes,  at  the  peril 
of  his  own  life ;  and  whether  any  effect 
has  been  given  to  the  Governor's  recom- 
mendation that  the  conduct  of  Dr. 
Garland  and  other  oflScers  should  bo 
recognised  in  some  marked  way. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 

I-  See  page  261. 
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Birmingham,  W.):  The  despatch  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  related  to 
one  of  a  series  of  very  minor  operations 
which  were  not  of  suffic  ent  importance 
to  call  for  separate  publication.  Dr. 
Garland's  case  was  considered  with  a 
▼iew  to  his  being  reconxmended  for  an 
Albert  Medal,  but  I  found  to  my  regret 
that  the  circumstances  were  not  such  as 
to  bring  it  within  the  class  of  cases 
regarded  as  suitable  for  recognition  in 
that  way.  The  services  of  Dr.  Garland 
and  of  the  other  officers  mentioned  have 
been  recognised  by  the  publication  of 
the  despatches  in  the  Gazette,  which 
«ntitle8  them  to  have  it  recorded  that 
they  have  been  "mentioned  in 
despatches." 

Life  Assurance  Premiums  paid  to 
Colonial  Companies. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Claie. 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  taxpayers  who  pay 
premiums  to  colonial  life  assurance  com- 
panies are  permitted  to  make  any 
deduction  whatever;  and,  if  not, 
whether  a  change  can  be  made  in  the 
interests  of  the  colonies. 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion is  in  the  negative.  The  subject  is 
regulated  by  legislation,  and  I  have  no 
power  to  interfere. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in 
consequence  of  this  arrangement  a  great 
deal  of  business  is  put  into  foreign 
offices. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  so,  and  I  should  doubt 
it ;  but  in  any  case  I  have  no  power  in 
the  matter,  as  my  action  is  entirely  con- 
trolled by  the  law,  which  is  against  such 
A  deduction  as  is  desired  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Is  not  the  law  equally  against  deductions 
on  premiums  paid  to  foreign  companies  1 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  Yes. 

Chinese  Customs. 
♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AflFairs  whether  any  arrangement  has 
yet  been  made  for  collecting  Chinese 
Customs  duties  on  goods  entering  Man- 
churia which  have  been  landed  at 
Dalney,  or  whether  this  port  is  allowed 
an  advantage  which  is  refused  to  New- 
chwang. 


The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester) :  At  present  goods 
entering  China  via  Dalney  havefree  entry, 
but  His  Majesty's  Chargfe  d'AflFaires  at  Pe- 
king has  reported  that  an  arrangement 
has  been  practically  concluded  by  which 
a  Custom  House  would  be  established  at 
Dalney  on  the  same  conditions  as  that 
at  Kiaochow.  This  means  that  goods 
imported  via  Dalney  would  pay  the 
same  duties  as  at  Newchwang. 

American  Cotton  Comer. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  operations  of  the  trust 
controlling  the  corner  in  the  American 
cotton  market  and  its  effects  on  English 
manufacturing  districts ;  whether  he 
will  confer  with  President  Roosevelt 
respecting  these  operations ;  whether  he 
would  suggest  a  conference  with  the 
various  Governments  which  have  con- 
sidered the  subject  of  future  options, 
with  a  view  to  propose  the  introduction 
of  international  legislation  to  control 
gambling  in  foodstuffs  and  other 
produce. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
BONAH  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) :  I 
have  seen  newspaper  notices  with  regard 
to  the  operations  referred  to  in  the  first 
part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 
The  answer  to  the  two  points  rdsed  in 
the  second  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 

Insanitary  Cottages  at  Beeston,  Bedford- 
shiie. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  present  condition 
of  cottages  in  the  rural  district  of 
Biggleswade,  Bedfordshire,    in  spite 
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two  Government  inspections  in  1896 
and  1899 ;  is  he  aware  that  an  expert 
inspection  was  recently  conducted  bj 
the  Rural  Housing  and  Sanitation 
Association  owing  to  complaints  made 
in  the  district,  that  the  report  on  the 
condition  of  cottages  in  Beeston,  Sandy, 
was  sent  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
which  met  at  Biggleswade  on  22nd 
May,  but  was  not  considered ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  inspector's 
remarks  on  the  condition  of  cottages  in 
this  district,  will  he  say  what  action  the 
Department  will  now  take  in  the  matter. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  have  seen  a  report 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Association  as  to 
the  condition  of  certain  cottages  in  the 
village  of  Beeston.  I  am  informed  by 
the  clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
that  the  question  of  the  sanitation  of 
the  cottages  on  Beeston  Green  has  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council 
from  time  to  time  for  many  years  petst, 
and  that  various  works  have  been  carried 
out  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  sani- 
tation of  the  district.  The  clerk  states 
that  in  consequence  of  the  report  referred 
to  the  inspector  of  nuisances  was  in- 
structed to  give  the  matter  his  attention. 
It  appears  that  thereupon  he  com- 
municated with  the  two  owners  of  the 
property  in  question,  and  that  one 
owner  has  since  arranged  for  the 
repair  of  the  cottages  belonging  to  him. 
The  other  owner,  who  lives  at  a  distance, 
has  not  replied,  and  a  further  notice  has 
been  sent  to  him.  The  matter  is 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council, 
and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
necessary  that  any  action  should  be 
taken  by  me  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  clerk  to  the 
District  Council  is  agent  for  sereral 
owners  in  the  neighbourhood  "i 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  I  have  had 
some  general  informa  lion  as  to  thelocal 
circumstances,  but  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  must  take  my  answer  as 
conclusive.  I  cannot  go  further  at 
present. ' 
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Mr.  FIELD  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General  whether,  seeing  that  all 
the  accounts  in  connection  with  Irish 

Ejstal  orders  are  at  present  kept  in 
ondon,  and  that  inquiries  in  Ireland 
regarding  these  postal  orders  must  be 
sent  to  London  to  be  dealt  with,  he  will, 
in  view  of  the  longer  time  which  it  takes 
to  send  th<>se  inquiries  to  London  and  to 
receive  replies  therefrom,  and  of  the 
correspondence  which  this  system  gives 
rise  to  between  the  General  Post  OflSce, 
Dublin,  and  the  General  Post  OflBce, 
London,  transfer  the  accounts  from  Lon- 
don to  Dublin. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether,  with  a  view  to 
facilitating  the  transfer  from  London-  to 
Dublin  of  accounts  of  postal  order* 
issued  and  paid  in  Ireland,  he  will  make 
arrangements  for  issuing  Irish  postal 
orders  with  a  separate  series  of  numbera 
and  a  distinctive  colour  in  the  printing, 
as  in  the  case  of  Irish  money  orders. 


The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  The  postal  order  accounts  of  Iriab 
post  offices  are  kept  in  Dublin,  not  in 
London ;  but  all  postal  orders  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  issued  from  and 
ultimately  returned  to  London.  The 
issue  of  a  separate  series  of  orders  for 
Ireland  would  greatly  complicate  the 
working  of  the  system  without  securing 
any  corresponding  advantage.  Postal 
order  business  gives  rise  to  very  little 
correspondence  between  the  Dublin  and 
London  offices;  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  adopting  the 
system  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Oravel  Lane,  Wapping.  Post  Office. 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  hisattention 
has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience  of 
the  post  and  telegraph  office  at  Old 
Gravel  Lane,  Wapping,  east  of  Wapping 
Bridge,  to  shipping  firms  and  traders  in 
business  west  of  the  bridge,  on  account 
of  its  not  being  accessible  when  the 
bridge  is  open ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  8tat« 
what  steps  have,  heea  ttkmi  *}  secure 
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premiaes  for  the  conduct  of  po6t&l  uid 
telegraph  bunnen  west  of  the  bridge. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
hare^  already  communicated  my  views 
upon  this  subject  to  my  hon.  friend, 
both  in  answer  to  a  Question  t  and  by 
letter,  and  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  I 
have  already  told  him.  J  have  invited 
his  assistance  in  finding  a  suitable  person 
to  undertake  the  business.  He  has  not 
hitherto  been  able  to  suggest  any  names 
for  my  consideration,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  a  suitable  candidate 
myself. 

Women  OkdokipB  in  the  General  Post 
Oftee— Examinations. 

Mb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
maater-Generbl  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  prior  to  the  last  open  com- 
petitive examination  for  women  clerk- 
ships in  the  General  Post  OfSce  such 
examinations  were  held  at  fairly  regular 
intervals,  he  will  state  what  was  the 
longest  of  such  intervals  during  the  ten 
years  preceding  the  last  examination ; 
what  interval  has  elapsed  since  the  last 
examination;  and  will  he  state  the 
reasons  for  the  length  of  the  last  inter- 
val ;  will  he  also  say  whether  the  prob- 
ability of  its  occurrence  was  notified  in 
any  way  to  candidates;  whether  it  is 
intended  to  hold  any  such  competitive 
examinations  in  future ;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  making  an 
allowance  in  respect  of  age  to  candidates, 
now  over  age,  who  competed  at  previous 
examinations  and  who  would  have  been 
eligible  for  subsequent  examinations  if 
such  had  been  held  at  the  same  intervals 
as  formerly. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Prior  to  the  last  examination  for  women 
clerkships  which  was  heki  in  October 
1901,  the  number  of  vacancies  was 
usually  such  as  to  justify  the  holding  of 
an  examination  at  intervals  of  about  six 
months.  I  explained  in  reply  to  a 
Question  on  the  21st  May|  that  the 
reason  why  no  examination  had  been 
held  lately  was  that  there  were  no 
vacancies  to  be  filled  by  competition ;  it 
would  not,  I  think,  be  desirable  to  alter 

+  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxii.,  1637. 
tSee  (4)  Debates,  cxxii.,  1350. 
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the  limits  of  age  for  the  next  examina- 
tion. The  causes  which  made  it  un- 
necessary to  hold  an  examination',  later 
than  October  1901  were  quite  excep- 
tional. It  is  intended  to  hold  an  open 
competitive  examination  during  the 
ensumg  autumn,  and  the  exact  date  will 
be  made  known  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  hare  been  made. 

Destitate  Female  Children  in  Longford. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  circular  issued  to  the  magis- 
trates of  County  Longford  directing  them 
to  refuse  to  send  destitute  female  chil- 
dren to  institutions  outside  the  county, 
whereas  a  certified  institution  exists 
there;  if  so,  will  he  state  on  whose 
certificate  or  report  this  order  was 
issued,  and  whether  the  classification  of 
this  institution  has  recently  been  dealt 
with  by  Dr.  Fagan  in  his  report ;  and 
is  it  due  to  this  report  that  such  order 
was  issued. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  I  have  not  seen  the  alleged 
circular,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  it  has  not  been  issued  by 
any  Government  Department.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  be  good  enough  to 
send  me  a  copy  of  the  document  in 
question  I  will  make  further  inquiry. 

Crime  in  County  Clare. 

Mf.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Judge  Carton  received  white 
gloves  at  the  recent  Ennis  Quarter 
Sessions ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
peaceable  state  of  the  county  Clare,  the 
proclamation  of  certain  districts  under 
the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  will  now  be  withdrawn. 

Me.  ATKINSON:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  say  that  this 
matter  is  still  under  consideration.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  will  repeat  the 
Question  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  This 
day  week. 
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Oordon-Beimett  Motor-car  Bace. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  D>rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Government 
have  yet  received  a  guarantee  from  the 
promoters  of  the  Grordon-Bennett  race  for 
the  expenses  of  extra  police  over  the  sum 
of  jEIjOOO  which  the  Treasury  is  willing 
to  contribute ;  if  he  is  aware  that  the 
Kildare  County  Council  consented  to 
hand  over  the  county  roads  for  the  race 
on  the  express  understanding  that  the 
county  shall  not  be  called  on  to  pay  for  the 
extra  police ;  and  if  so,  if  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  levy  any  part 
of  the  expenses  on  the  county  of  Kildare. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
No,  Sir,  the  Government  has  received 
no  such  guarantee.  It  appears  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Kildare  County  Council 
held  on  the  13th  June,  Mr.  Orde,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Automobile  Club,  signed  an 
undertakmg  indemnifying  the  Council 
against  all  claims  which  may  be  lawfully 
made  upon,  and  established  against,  the 
county  for  the  cost  of  extra  police  drafted 
into  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  the  race. 
On  the  strength  of  this  undertaking  the 
Council  attached  its  seal  to  the  Order 
made  pursuant  to  the  Light  Locomotives 
Act. 

Mb.  LEAMY :  Cannot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  definitely  whether  the 
Government  propose  to  levy  any  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  the  extra  police  on  the 
county  of  Kildare.  I  have  asked  that 
Question  again  and  again.  The  race 
comes  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  That  is  just  the 
matter  which  is  under  consideration. 
But  as  far  as  the  race  is  concerned,  all 
airangements  have  been  made  for  the 
extra  police.  There  will  be  2,007  police 
guardmg  the  course. 

Mr.  LEAMY:  I  know  that,  but  I 
want  to  know  who  will  pay  for  them. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be  able  to 
give  an  ans  ver  to-morrow  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  said  that 
the  matter  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  the  hon.  Member  or 
those  he  represents  to  press  the  question. 


Tobacco  Orowing  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lor 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Irish  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  is  continuing  the 
tobacco  growing  experiments  in  Irdand 
this  year;  and  whether  he  can  state  if 
the  Department  has  formed  any  opinion 
on  the  experiments  already  made. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 

I  The  Department  have  not  continued  the 

I  experiments  this  year.    The  results  of 

I  the  experiments  previously   made  have 

j  now  sufficiently  proved  that  tobacco  can 

be  grown  and  artificially  cured  in  Ireland, 

I  and  the  crop  manufactured,  when  blended 

'  with    American    leaf,    into    a    smoking 

tobacco.     Investigations  are   at   present 

in  progress  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 

the  commercial  value  of  the  crop  grown 

in  past  years.    Pending  the  results  of 

this  test    the  Department    cannot    say 

whether    further    experiments    will    be 

carried  out  next  year. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  has  formed 
any  opinion  about  the  sample  of  Irish 
tobacco  which  I  gave  him  a  few  evenings 
ago? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  not  tried  it 
myself ;  I  have  given  it  to  a  friend  to  try. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
that  friend  is  the  Colonial  Secretary  t 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
quality  of  the  tobacco,  so  far  as  he  could 
judge  t 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  It  had  a  very  nice 
aroma,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
was  due  to  the  Irish  tobacco  or  the 
American  tobacco  which  was  mixed  with 
it 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  will  supply  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  another  sample  for 
his  own  use. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  whether  he  will  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  1 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 
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Marine  Works  (Ireland)  Act. 

Me.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  whether  the  schemes  in  connection 
with  the  Marine  Works  Act  of  last  year 
approved  of  at  the  conference  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Irish  County  Councils  in 
February  last  have  been  accepted  by  the 
County  Councils  concerned. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
The  County  Councils  of  Donegal,  Cork, 
and  Clare  have,  by  resolution,  agreed  to 
make  the  necessary  contributions  to  the 
General  Maintenance  Fund  in  respect  of 
works  at  Gortnasate,  Cape  Clear,  and 
Liscannor,  respectively.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  issued  his  certificates  to  the 
Treasury  for  these  works.  Correspond- 
«nce  is  proceeding  with  respect  to  other 
proposed  works. 

The  Fiscal  Inqniry- 

Mb.  LAMBERT:  I  Iwg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  dislocation  of  trade 
by  changes  in  our  fiscal  policy,  he  will 
state  when  the  iiMjuiry  instituted  by  the 
Cabinet  may  probably  be  completed. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  :  I  beg  also  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  with  a  view  to  avoid  interfer- 
ence with  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country  by  any  change  in  the  fiscal  policy 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  he  will 
state  when  the  decision  of  the  Government 
on  the  proposed  establishment  of  pre- 
ferential or  retaliatory  rates  will  be 
announced. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  afraid 
that  I  have  no  information  to  give  in 
regard  to  the  Question  of  either  of  the 
bon.  Members,  but  I  think  I  may  reassure 
them  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the 
dislocation  of  trade  which  they  appear  to 
■anticipate. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  inquiry  will  be 
^nished  1 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  that 
'Question  is  precisely  the  Question  on  the 
Paper,  as  to  which    I    am    regretfully 


obliged  to  say  that  I  can  give  the  hon. 
Member  no  information,  except  to  re- 
assure him  as  to  the  dangers  which  he 
appears  to  anticipate. 

Private  Members'  Bills. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
K) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  with  a  view  to  secure 
more  adequate  time  for  private  Members' 
Bills  when  supported  by  decisive  majorities 
in  the  House,  he  will  either  accept  the 
Motion  for  a  new  Standing  Order  on  this 
subject  placed  on  the  Paper  or  embody 
the  principle  of  that  proposal  in  his  own 
proposals  when  the  Rules  of  Procedure 
are  again  taken  up. 

The  Motion  referred  to  is  as  follows — 
"Special  Precedence  for  certain  Bills, — To 
move,  as  a  new  Standing  Order: — When 
a  Public  Bill,  other  than  a  Government 
Bill,  has  been  read  a  second  time  after  a 
division,  and  it  appears  by  the  niunbers 
declared  from  the  Chair  that  not  less 
than  three  hundred  Members  have  voted, 
and  that  the  majority  for  the  Second 
Reading  is  not  less  than  fifty  nor  than 
one-third  of  the  number  of  Members 
voting  against  the  Second  Reading,  there- 
upon any  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
may  forthwith  move  that  the  Bill 
have  precedence  after  Whitsuntide  over 
all  Bills,  other  than  Government  Bills,  as 
to  which  no  such  Motion  has  been  made 
and  carried  on  an  earlier  day  in  the 
Session,  and  such  Motion  shall  be  decided 
without  amendment  or  debate,  as  a 
Motion  consequential  on  the  Second 
Reading." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  looked 
at  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
which  is  on  the  Paper,  and,  owing,  I 
presume,  to  some  misprint,  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  unintelligible  as  it  stands. 
Broadly  speaking,  I  thirk  his  idea  is  that 
you  ought  to  give  precedence  to  Bills  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  majority 
they  are  able  to  secure  upon  the  Second 
Reading.  I  do  not  think  that  would  be, 
as  far  as  I  am  at  present  advised,  a  good 
plan,  for  this  reason  :  the  fact  that  a  Bill 
secures  a  great  majority  on  the  Second 
Reading  is  not  a  proof,  not  even  a  pre- 
sumption, that  it  is  going  to  have  a 
feaceable  time  during  its  later  stages, 
may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
Education  Bill  last  year  was  approved  by 
a  majority  of  402  votes  to  165.    If  you 
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&re  going  to  give  precedence  to  Bills 
whicn  have  a  large  majority,  irrespective 
of  any  other  peculiarity,  you  will  entirely 
absorb  the  time  after  Whitsuntide  for 
possibly  one  Bill  which  will  never  get 
further,  but  which,  by  the  mere  fact  that 
it  is  discussed  during  the  two  days  after 
Whitsuntide,  will  absolutely  preclude  any 
possibility  of  passing  into  law  the  least 
contentious  measures,  which,  I  venture 
to  say,  are  the  best  field  in  which  private 
Members  can  exercise  their  legislative 
ingenuity. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  more  impoitant 
Bills  are  prevented  from  being  discussed 
by  the  present  Standing  Orders  permitting 
unimportant  Bills  to  be  placed  before 
them.  I  beg  to  give  notice  that  I  will 
draw  attention  to  the  whole  subject  at 
the  earliest  opportunity. 


PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 

Beported,  without  Amendment,  from 
the  Select  CJornmittee,  with  Minutes  ai 
Evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  236.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  236.] 

Bill  re-committed  to  a  Gommittee^of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
TRADE,  ETC. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  ^in- 
cluding  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Ship- 
ping, and  Manufactures,  that  they  have 
power  to  consolidate  the  Licensing 
(Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  and 
the  Licensing  Acts  Consolidation  (Scot- 
land) Bill  into  one  Bill. — {the  Lord 
Advocate.) 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHKR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 


Clause  21  :— 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  12,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words- 
•one  ot.'^—iMr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words- 
'  one  of '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  re- 
minded the  Committee  that  at  midnight 
on  Tuesday,  when  their  proceedings  were 
interrupted,  they  were  discussing  the 
position  and  prospects  of  the  three 
gentlemen  who  had  signified  their 
readiness  to  act  as  Estates  Commissioners- 
under  the  Bill,  and  he  was  pointing  out 
the  difficulties  of  this  matter.  He  had 
since  done  his  best  to  arrive  at  a  flolution. 
This  clause  could  not  be  considered, 
alone ;  it  must  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  a  later  clause.  He  h«d  liad 
the  advantage  of  confenii^  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  even  with  that  advan- 
tage he  was  not  confident  that  he  had 
found  a  solution  which  would  commend 
itself  to  the  Committee  generally.  He 
would  like  to  define  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  step  by  stop.  During  the 
long  conferences  which  preceded  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Bill,  and  on  almost 
every  clause  he  had  laid  the  greatest 
stress  on  the  administrative  character 
of  the  new  Commission.  That  the 
new  Commission  should  be  of  an  admini- 
strative character  was  not  merely  his- 
personal  opinion,  it  was  an  integral 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
He  could  not  have  persuaded  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  sanction  the  use  of  large 
public  funds  for  purely  executive  work 
except  upon  the  basis  that  those  who 
administered  them  were  to  be  in  a  very 
real  sense  executive  officers,  subject  ia 
matters  of  policy,  and  the  economic  and 
proper  use  of  the  funds,  not  only 
to  the  control  of  the  Government,, 
but  to  the  criticism  of  the  Hous& 
That  placed  an  initial  bar  in  the  way  of 
giving  to  the  Estates  Commissioners  a^ 
tenure  which  would  be  to  all  intent» 
and  purposes  a  judicial  tenure.  If  they 
had  such  a  tenure,  the  fact  of  their 
salaries  appearing  on  the  Votes  would  not 
place  them  in  the  position  of  executive 
officers.     He  need  not  labour  the  point. 
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He  would  only  remind  the  Ck)mmittee  of  I     Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K)  considered 


the  long  diKussion  they  had  the  other 
day  on  the  subject  of  the  £250,000  and 
the  purposes  for  which  it  might  be  used. 
Nobody  would  ask  a  Judge  to  spend 
£250,000  of  public  money  in  building 
houses  and  making  roads.  Admini- 
stratire  and  executive  work  of  that  kind 
must,  of  course,  be  subject  to  control  and 
to  Parliamentary  criticism.  He  could  not, 
consequently,  accept  Amendments  which 


the  right  bon.  Gentleman's  statement,  so 
far  as  it  had  gone,  eminently  satisfactory. 
He  wished,  however,  to  guard  himself 
in  so  far  as  it  touched  the  position  of 
Mr.  Wrench.  He  was  irreconcilably 
opposed  to  the  appointment  of  that 
Gentleman,  but  providing  he  was  to  be- 
only  on  an  equality  with  the  other 
Members  of  the  Commission  they 
must  accept  him  as  a  necessary  eviL 


would  impair  this  position.     In  selecting    The   right    hon.    Gentleman,    however,. 


the  gentlemen  to  exercise  these  duties, 
he  turned  to  one  who  he  believed  would 
be  able  to  assist  them  very  largely  in 
the  matter.      He    would    rather    have 
kept  the  personal  question  out  of  the 
argument,  but  he  could  not  help  saying 
that    in  selecting  Mr.  Wrench   he  was 
guided   by  his    groat   de.-ire  that    the 
Bill  should  really  confer  the  benefits  it 
was  intended  to  confer.    It  was,  there- 
fore,  an  accidental    consideration   that 
ttuB  gentleman  now  drew  £3,000  a  year 
from  tite  Consolidated  Fund.    If  that 
were  to  be  a  bar,  be  would  not  be  able 
to  employ  a  gentleman  who,  he  thought, 
ought   to  be  employed.     He  adimtted 
that  if  Mr.  Wrench  were  to  draw  his 
salary  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  there 
>  would  be  no  Vote  before  the  House  upon 
which  the  exercise  which  he  might  make 
of    his  discretion  could  be  investigated 
and  discussed.    It  was  quite  fair  that  by 
some    means    the    executive  action   of 
Mr.  Wrench  should  be  made  as  readily 
open  to  criticism  in  that  House  as  the 
executive    action   of    Mr.   Finucane  or 
Mr<   Bailey.    To  make  any  change   in 
the  position  of  a  public  servant  drawing 
£3,000  a  year  from   the  Consolidated 
Fund  was  not  a  matter  which  could  be 
rushed  hastily.     It  involved  a  good  deal 
of  conference  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  possible  to  go  further 
that  afternoon  than  to  say  that  by  some 
means    Mr.    Wrench's    salary    should 
appear  on  the  Votes.    The  Government 
adhered  to  the  administrative  basis  of 
the  Bill  in  respect  to  the  Estates  Com- 
mission, and  to  the  view  that  the  action 
of  the  members  of  the  Commission  must 
be  open  to  criticism  in  Parliament,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  emoluments  of  each 
of  the  three  gentlemen  must  appear  in 
some  shape  or  form  on  the  Votes. 


had  said  nothing  about  the  equally  im^ 
portant  question  of  bringing  the  other 
two  Commissioners  to  an  equal  staiusi. 
as  regarded  their  tenure,  with  Mr. 
Wrench.  'Ihe  whole  question,  he- 
admitted  was  one  of  extreme  delicacy,, 
and  it  was  very  hard  to  debate  it  with- 
out knowing  definitely  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Wrench's  position.  With  a  sincere- 
desire  to  expedite  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  desirability  of  postponing 
the  clause.  If  he  were  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  they  would  be  face  to  face- 
with  the  Amendments  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  North  Louth  and  South  Tyrone 
raising  the  question  of  the  sUUxs  ol  the 
other  Commissioners,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  properly  debate  that  point 
without  knowing  what  the  status  of  Mr. 
Wrench  was  to  be.  Postponement  of 
the  clause  might  enable  them  to  arrive 
at  a  perfectly  amicable  understanding 
'n  the  interval  and  save  the  time  of  the 
Committee  being  wasted  on  an 
unreal  debate. 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
considered  that  it  was  only  fair  that  the 
Irish  landlords  should  have  a  repre- 
sentative  upon  the  Commission.  Granted 
there  was  to  be  such  a  representative, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  object  to  Mr. 
Wrench,  who  had  had  a  very  long 
experience  as  a  Land  Commissioner  and 
was  thoroughly  in  favour  of  land  pur- 
chase. Mr.  Wrench  might  have  his 
own  views  as  to  price,  but  he  would  not 
block  the  object  of  the  Bill.  He  could 
not  join  in  any  attack  on  him. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  {O&n, 
E.) :  You  have  attacked  h^m^  J'y^iiSS^bglc 
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Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  denied  that  he 
had  done  so.  Knowing  what  he  did,  he 
-declared  that  Mr.  Wrench  would  do  his 
best  to  forward  the  object  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  said  that  the  landlords  did  not 
like  him,  but  that  was  not  their  concern. 
He  had  heard  him  called  "the  English 
adventurer,"  but  they,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  tenants,  could  not  object  to 
him  ns  the  landlords'  representative. 
He  had  the  greatest  objection  to  the 
.additional  members  of  the  Commission 
having  a  status  different  from  that  of 
Mr.  Wrench.  They  should  have  equality 
.as  administrative  officials  and  be  subject 
to  the  criticism  of  both  Houses  of  Parh'a- 
ment.  They  did  not  want  the  experience 
■of  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  re-enacted  in 
the  persons  of  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr. 
Finucane.  He  might  say  frankly  that 
■the  control  which  the  other  House  could 
.exercise  would  be  the  more  effective, 
because  there  a  debate  could  be  raised 
on  any  subject  free  from  the  Umitations 
and  restrictions  which  the  rules  of  the 
House  of  Commons  imposed.  With 
-another  Lord  Lieutenant  than  Lord 
Dudley  other  influences  might  operate, 
and  the  Commission  should  be  a  free 
■tribunal  with  equality  of  status  fur  its 
members.  With  personal  questions 
difficulties  arose,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
■think  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  was 
right  in  suggesting  the  postponement  of 
the  clause. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  postponement 
■was  not  a  practical  course;  the  clause 
(had  been  already  amended,  and  there 
were  great  objections  to  nega;  iving  the 
-clause  and  beginning  again.  Two 
•questions  had  been  raised — daliis  and 
emolument.  To  insist  upon  equality 
would  be  to  prevent  the  employment  of 
.a  public  servant  who  in  another  sphere 
of  duty  had  a  right  to  a  pension.  There 
should  be  liberty  to  obtain  the  services 
of  such  a  man,  but  putting  him  to  new 
work  should  not  prejudice  his  remunera- 
tion. He  must  beg  to  be  excused  for 
holding  that  in  emolument  equahty 
should  not  be  aimed  at.  As  Estates  Com- 
missioners they  would  have  the  same 
■status  and  be  equally  subject  to  Parlia- 
mentary criticism,  and  he  would  be 
prepared  to  amend  the  clause  in  order 
to  meet  the  views  of  hon.  Members. 
Without  I  pledging     himself     to    either 


course  he  suggested  that  as  Estates 
Commissioner  Mr.  Wrench  might  be 
paid  a  separate  salary  without  pension. 
Or  the  whole  of  his  salary  might  be 
transferred  from  the  Consolidated  Funds 
to  the  Votes,  but  in  that  case  special 
consideration  would  have  to  be  given  to 
his  pension.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
ask  any  man  who  was  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  take  service  on 
another  basis  without  safeguarding  him 
in  the  event  of  his  conduct  not  meeting 
with  the  favour  of  Parliament  and 
necessitating  his  retirement.  By  either 
of  these  methods  Mr.  Wrench,  as  Estates 
Commissioner,  would  have  the  same 
status  as  the  other  members,  and  his 
salary  could  be  discussed  on  the  Votes. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
he  had  no  solicitude  about  Mr.  Wrench, 
and  cared  not  what  was  done  with  him, 
but  he  was  anxious  to  protect  the  other 
men.  He  did  not  attach  much  import- 
ance to  the  right  of  criticism,  for  that 
right  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
dead,  killed  by  the  new  rules  It  had 
been  shifted  to  the  other  House,  and  in 
that  lawless  assembly  they  could  raise  a 
debate  every  afternoon  on  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
So  far  as  hon.  Members  were  concerned 
they  wertf  shackled  and  muzzled  and 
working  in  blinkers.  Under  the  new 
rules  Parliamentary  criticism  was  dead, 
dead,  dead.  Mr.  \Vrench  was  to  be  one 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  the 
other  two  Gentlemen  were  to  bold  o£Bc« 
during  pleasure.  This  tenure  only 
affected  the  underpaid  men.  What  did 
Mr.  Wrench  care  about  a  debate  in  the 
House  7  The  House  might  talk  itself 
hoarse;  the  recurring  quarter  days 
would  not  be  affected,  he  would- receive 
his  salary.  Neither  would  it  matter  to 
him  what  the  newspapers  said.  But  if 
the — he  was  going  to  say,  the  humblest 
Peer,  but  that  would  be  blasphemy, 
there  were  no  humble  Peers — but  let 
the  newest  creation  get  up  in  the  House 
of  Loids  and  make  an  attack  on  Mr. 
Wrench,  and  it  would  mean  social 
ostracism  in  Ireland,  where  social 
distinction  was  cared  for.  He  would 
not  be  made  a  D.S.O.,  or  K.C.B ,  or 
something  of  the  soit,  when  the 
birthday  came  round.  That  was  the 
power  they   had  over  these  men,   who 
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were  on  the  look-out  for  these  man- 
darin's buttons  and  stripes.  He  did 
not  want  to  keep  open  old  sores, 
and  he  was  content  to  leave  him  alone. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  good  policy 
from  the  tenant's  point  of  view  to  make 
these  attacks  on  Mr.  Wrench,  as  he 
would  have  to  work  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Commission.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  good  poUcy  to 
level  him  down.  He  was  anxious  to 
level  the  others  up,  which  was  a 
different  position.  He  strongly  ob- 
jected to  the  proposal  that  they  should 
allow  the  other  two  gentlemen  to  re- 
mun  in  s  position  not  merely  of  financial 
iaferiority,  but  of  administrative  in- 
feriority. The  speeches  made  from  the 
Treasury  Bench  that  this  was  not  a 
Court  of  law  were  very  much  like  the 
speeches  that  were  made  when  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  was  going  through.  This 
body  of  Estates  Commissioners  would 
gradually  become  a  Court  of  law.  It 
had  got  large  jurisdiction,  and  accord- 
ingly, while  they  would  have  many 
administrative  functions,  they  would  be 
addressed  by  solicitors  and  by  counsel, 
and  they  would  take  upon  themselves, 
rii-htly  or  wrongly,  the  attitude  and 
demeanour  of  a  tribunal.  They  would 
have  to  give  judicial  decisions.  Was 
it  right  that  men  who  had  to  handle 
200,000,000  of  money  as  a  loan,  and 
12,000,000  of  money  as  a  gift,  should 
be  in  a  position  that  the  House 
of  Lords,  which  was  the  body  whose 
members  would  receive  most  of  this 
money,  should  be  able  to  say  to  any  of 
them  that  they  held  their  office  during 
pleasure  1  and,  while  he  had  the  highest 
opinion  of  that  assembly,  they  all  knew 
that  nothing  had  ever  been  got  for 
Ireland  unless  the  House  of  Lords  were 
squared'  They  were  squared  on  the 
Local  Government  Act,  and  under  this 
Act.  Was  it  fair —  he  put  it  to  the 
Treasury— to  make  what  would  be  the 
receiving  assembly  the  critical  assembly 
as  regarded  these  two  men,  and  say 
these  two  should  hold  their  office  during 
]deasure  t  As  regarded  this  House  they 
had  no  such  powers  of  criticism  as  were 
suggested.  These  powers  had  long 
since  been  taken  from  them  by  the 
rule*. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford> 
said  he  was  not  sure  that  he  quite  under- 
stood the  drift  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Mem  ber  for  Louth.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  he  attached  no  importance 
at  all  to  criticism  in  this  House,  and  his- 
idea  of  levelling  up  wou  d  be  to  put  Mr.. 
Bailev  and  Mr.  Finucane  on  the  same- 
plane  as  Mr.  Wrench  was  at  present^ 
and  that  the  whole  of  them  should 
be  excluded  from  criticism  in  this  House. 

.  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that 
he  was  not  sure  that  he  understood 
the  drift  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber's remarks. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  You  understood 
it  perfectly  well.    [Cries  of  "Oh,  oh  !  "] 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that,  of 
course,  he  would  take  no  notice  of  that 
interruption. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  shall  take-, 
some  notice  of  your  speech. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  If  that 
were  so,  he  certainly  would  object  to  it, 
because  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
thought  that  the  whole  pow«r  and 
value  of  criticism  in  this  House  had 
disappeared.  He  was  in  favour  of 
levelling  up  in  the  case  of  salary,  and  in 
addition  to  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
levelling  up  to  this  extent,  that  he  did 
not  think  these  two  Commissioners 
should  be  left  in  the  position  of  being 
removable  at  pleasure,  but  he  certainly 
was  not  in  favour  of  levelling  up  to  the 
extent  of  putting  them  all  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  or  anything  of  that 
sort.  So  far  as  the  Chief  Secretary's 
speech  was  concerned,  in  his  view 
his  statement  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Wrench  was  perfectly  satisfactory. 
He  had  stated  that  in  some  way  or 
other  he  would  take  precautions  which 
would  enable  them  to  discuss  Mr.. 
Wrench's  salary  on  the  Votes  in  this 
House,  just  as  they  would  be  able  to 
disciiss  under  present  conditions  the 
salaries  of  the  other  two  Commissionerst. 
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That  was  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  he 
had  not  said  anything  whatever  with 
Teferenoe  to  the  tenure  of  these  other 
two  gentlemen.  If  he  could  give  them 
An  assurance  that  he  would  change 
Xheir  tenure  in  such  a  way  that  they 
would  not  be  removable  at  {Measure, 
and  that  at  the  same  time  he  would  not 
/Change  their  tenure  in  such  a  way  as 
to  put  them  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
•or  remove  them  from  criticism  in 
:this  House,  he  would  have  ^one  a 
long  way  indeed  towards  removing  the 
^lifficulties.  As  to  whether  it  was 
possible  to  postpone  this  clause,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  certainly  men- 
tioned the  practical  difficulty  in  the  way 
before  the  clause  was  passed;  he  thought 
•on  the  second  branch  of  the  subject,  on 
which  they  had  had  no  assurance  at 
all,  they  should  have  some  further 
dnformation  from  the  right  hon. 
■Gentleman.  „ 


^jMr.  DILLON  assured  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman  that  his  proposal  to  post- 
pone the  clause  was  not  motived  by 
desire  to  delay,  but  quite  the  contrary. 
He  thought  he  was  mistaken  when  he 
said  the  clause  could  not  be  postponed 
becausb  it  was  amended.  This  was  the 
first  Amendment,  and  it  was  perfectly 
competent  for  him  to  withdraw  it. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  There  have  been 
itwo  Amendments. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  if  that  were  so  his 
•proposal  fell  to  the  ground.  He  saw 
that  there  was  extreme  difficulty  in 
discussing  this  all-important  question  of 
the  tenure  of  the  other  two  when  they 
were  in  the  dark  as  to  the  tenure  of 
Mr.  Wrench.  The  statement  of  the 
iright  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  many  re- 
spects, so  far  as  it  went,  very  satisfactory ; 
but  what  they  were  determined  and 
entitled  to  press  for  was  that  as  far  as 
possible,  consistently  with  the  appoint- 
ment, the  Commissioners  should  be  on 
"a  levd  of  equality  as  regarded  stains" 
.and  he  should  say  as  regarded  salary 
too.  How  were  they  to  discuss  the 
question  of  equality  until  they  had 
some  light  thrown  on  the  status  of 
Mr.  Wrench  ?  This  was  so  vital  a 
.matter  that    it    was    not    a    question 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


the  discussion  of  which  they  could 
consent  to  postpone  to  the  Report  stage, 
where  no  one  would  be  allowed  to  spetk 
more  than  once.  On  this  question  of 
equality  and  the  question  of  criticism 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  di£S- 
culty  he  saw  was  that  the  House  of 
Lords— and  he  fully  admitted  that  the 
force  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  this 
matter  of  criticising  officials  in  Ireland 
was  most  pernicious  and  most  powerful 
— could  criticise  these  men  no  matter 
what  their  statiu  was.  The  House  of 
Lords  had  no  rules  and  they  oould 
criticise  them  any  day  of  the  week  and 
intimidate  them  so  far  as  they  desired 
to  do  it  Their  object  was  to  insist  upon 
such  a  condition  of  staiuf  as  would  ai 
far  as  possible  protect  these  men  a^nst 
the  intimidation  uf  the  House  of  Lordi 
while  not  withdrawing  them  from  the 
full  criticism  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  was  their  real  object,  and  he 
entirely  and  heartily  supported  the 
view  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford,  that  these  men  ought  not 
to  be  dismissable  at  pleasure.  If  they 
were  to  have  Mr.  Wrench  absolutd; 
independent  of  criticism,  so  far  as  salary 
was  concerned,  what  did  he  care  whether 
they  called  him  a  Commissioner  so  long 
as  he  got  £3,000  a  year.  If  he  was  to 
be  independent  of  criticism  so  far  as 
salary  went,  and  his  two  colleagues 
were  to  be  dismissable,  no  matter  hov 
they  put  it  on  paper,  he  was  the  *'  boss "  of 
the  Commission  and  the  other  two  mec 
were  his  servants.  Their  poeicion  in  the 
matter  was  perfectly  clear.  They 
wanted  equality,  and  without  equshtj 
he  did  not  think  that  the  promises  of 
the  Government  and  the  understanding 
given  them  on  the  First  and  the 
Second  Reading  would  be  redeemed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  far  from 
complaining  of  the  length  at  which  they 
were  discussing  this  question.  It  was  a 
very  difficult  one.  Take  the  phrase 
"  at  pleasure  " — that  occurs  in  the  Bill 
— it  was  the  phrase,  he  wsw  informed, 
always  employed  in  respect  of  all  dvil 
servants  and  military  officers  who  were 
officers  and  servants  of  the  Crown,  and 
though  it  might  be  a  somewhat  shadowy 
theory,  he  believed  the  constitutional 
theory   was    that  they    defended  their 
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tttlaries,  because  if  they  thought  they 
were  not  the  proper  persons  they  would 
be  responsible.  He  thought  that  was 
the  view  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
•Government.  The  words  "  at  pleasure" 
were  the  words  uniformly  used  for  all 
'these  highest  officials  in  the  land. 

Mr.  T,  M.  HEALY  :  But  you  removed 
•Sir  Thomas  Brady  without  a  word. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
.refer  to  a  legislative  document  in 
which  these  words  are  used  for  the 
highest  civil  servants  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  been 
■informed  that  that  was  the  constant 
phrase  employed.  That  was  his  informa- 
;tion.  He  believed  it  was  a  concentrated 
phrase.  He  believed  that  the  heads  of 
the  greatest  Departments,  such  as  the 
Foreign  Office,  had  this  tenure.  Of 
-course  they  never  were  dismissed. 

*Mr  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said 
the  Chief  Secretary  said  they  had  never 
been  dismissed.  Sir  Thomas  Brady  was 
.dismissed  because  under  the  statute  his 
.appointment  was  "  at  pleasure,"  and  he 
presented  a  Petition  of  Right  which 
was  argued  at  very  great  length  before 
the  Court  of  Appeal.  It  had  been 
-constantly  exercised. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  dissented. 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL:  Yes,  but  it  was  so. 
3t  was  a  reported  case,  and  any  law 
officer  could  get  it  and  satisfy  the  right 
lion,  the  Chief  Secretary. 


He    feared    he  could    not   promise   to 
succeed  in  doing  that.    He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  form  of  words 
that   would   meet   the    hon.   Member's 
objection,  but  what   was  proposed  ex- 
pressed part  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  which  the  Bill    was  founded. 
He  would  be  the  first  to  defer  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  I^uth  on 
these  matters.     It  might  be  that  their 
policy  was  wrong,  but  that  was  their 
policy.       The     Government     had     en- 
deavoured   to    deal   with    the    judicial 
aspects  of  the  work  by  providing  "  that 
any  question  of  law  may  be  referred  for 
the  decision  of  a  Judicial  Commissioner  " 
by    the   Estates   Commissioners.    They 
knew  that  legal  questions  would  arise. 
In    connection     with     their    executive 
and    administrative    work     the     Com- 
missionprs    were   not    to    expend  large 
sums  of  money  unless  they  were  in  the 
position  of    other   officers    who  carried 
out  work   under  the  Government,  and 
subject  to  control  and  criticisem.     If  he 
could  find  words  as  between  the  two, 
he   would  endeavour  to  do  so,  but  he 
could  not  take  any  words  which  would 
impair  that    policy.      He    treated    Mr. 
Wrench    as    an  Estates    Commissioner, 
and  gave  him  a  small  additional  salary. 
An   alternative    plan  was  to  put   hin), 
with   his  £3,000,  on  the  Votes  and  on 
the  same  tenure.     He  had  done  hif  best 
to  meet   a    difficult    position.    To   one 
thing    he  must  adhere,  and   that  was 
that  the  tenure  of  Mr.    Wrench,   Mr. 
Finucane,   and  Mr.  Bailey  was  not    to 
be    judicial,  but    was   to  be   a    tenure 
making  them   executive  officers  under 
the  Government,  and  responsible  to  the 
Government  and  this  House. 


Mr.   WYNDHAM  said  he  might  be 
pardoned     from     arguing    about     this 
jnattor.    It    was   not   a    matter   which 
-came   before  him,  but  it  was  a  matter 
>of   Treasury  rules  running  throughout 
;the  whole  of  the  public  service.    There 
was   a  certain  tenure  which  made  the 
person   under  that    tenure   under   the 
control  of  the  Government.    The  hon. 
^nd  learned  Member  for  Waterford  in- 
vited him  to  find  some  other  form  of 
words  which  would  keep  the  Estates 
Commissioners  in  an  executive  position 
with  respect  to  their  executive  work, 
And  would  not  turn  them  into  Judges. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  this  was  really 
tinkering  with  phrases.  What  was  the 
good  of  saying  that  a  man's  position 
was  not  to  be  a  judicial  position.  He 
was  to  be  an  Estates  Commissioner,  and 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  giving 
him  such  a  tenure  that  he  would  not  be 
put  out  of  office  if  he  did  his  duty,  as 
was  done  some  years  ago  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Thomas  Brady,  who  was  summarily 
dismissed  by  the  Treasury,  it  being  held 
that  he  was  not  under  Rule  65,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  as  representing  the 
Crown,  from  dismissing  him.    The  hon. 
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and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  pre- 
tended that  he  could  not  uuderi^tand  the 
drift  of  his  speech.  .  His  speeches  were 
generally  pretty  plain.    He  would  under- 
take now  to  make  it  perfectly  understood 
by  the  meanest  intelligence.    What  they 
desired   was  that  these  two  gentlemen 
should  have  such  a  tenure  as  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  could  not  dismiss  them 
at  a  moment's  notice,  as  he  did  in  the 
case  of  Sir  Thbmas  Brady.    Where  was 
the  difiBculty  in  providing  words  to  fit 
that  t    He   would  tell  the  Committee 
what  the  difficulty  was.    The  landlords 
wanted  to   have  these  two  gentlemen 
under  their  thumb.    They  were  perfectly 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Wrench  would  befriend 
them,  and  they  knew  with  regard  to 
these  other  two  gentlemen  that,  if  they 
held  oflSce  "  during  pleasure,"  one  word 
from   the   Lord  Lieutenant  and  their 
dismissal  was  assured.    The  right  bon. 
Gentleman  could  not  suggest  that  this 
matter  had  come  upon  him  by  surprise. 
It  was  a  very  long  way  since  the  debate 
on  the  Second  Beading.     This  matter 
had    been  fully  gone  into.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  managed,  with  great 
dexterity,  to  meet  matters  of  greater 
importance.    He  had  indicated  his  inten- 
tion to  accept  one  of  the  Amendments 
on  the  Paper.    He  himself  did  not  care 
which  one  was  accepted,  but  let  them 
have  some    words   that   would    assure  i 
these   two  gentlemen  in  the    greatest  j 
office,   whether  judicial  or  non-judicial  ( 
—call     it     X — ever    yet    created     in  ( 
Ireland.    It   was  an  office  that   would  | 
have  to  deal  with  the  evicted  tenants,  I 
transplanting,  congestion  in  the  West  of ' 
Ireland.the  giving  out  of  the  £12,000,000,  I 
and  it  would  have  to  do  with  the  loan 
of  J  £100,000,000.      In   fact,   these  two 
gentlemen,     who    had   the   tenure    of 
ordinary    removables,    would    have   to 
exercise  during  the  next  twenty  years, 
if  they  lived,  functions  of  intimate  rela- 
tion with  the  daily  and  domestic  life  of 
the  country.    Therefore,  it  was  utterly 
impossible,  so  far  as  the  Irish  Members 
were  concerned,  to  hail  with  satisfaction 
the  appointment  of  this   Commission, 
unless  some  solid  tenure,  as  good  as  Mr. 
Wrench's,     was     given    to    these    two 
gentlemen.         ; 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  great  and  unnecessary  difficulty 

ilfr.  T.  M.  Heaiy. 


had  been  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
with  regard  to  this  matter.     He  was  not 
referring  to  Mr.  Wrench's  case  at  all.    It 
was  not  desirable  to  make  the  other  two 
Commissioners  Judges  in  any  sense  of 
the  word,  or  to  bring  them  within  the 
rule  which   would  prevent  this  House 
{ critic'sing  their  conduct.     He  beliereil 
I  that  rule  was  strictly  confined  to  Judges 
I  of  the  Superior  Court.     County  Court 
Judges  held  office  on  a  different  tenure, 
j  and  he  did  not  see  any  practical  objec- 
I  tion  to  giving  these  two  gentlemen  the 
same  status  and  tenure  as  County  Court 
I  Judges,  but  without  calling  them  Judges. 
I  County  Court  Judges,   under  a  recent 
Act  regulating  their  appointment,  now 
held  office  during  good  behaviour.    That 
was  a  technical   phrase,  and  when  an 
office   was  created  to  be    held   during 
good  behaviour  the  officer  could  not  be 
removed  as  long  as  he  behaved  well 
The  Superior  Court  Judges  were  remov- 
Able  by  an  Address  to  the  Crown  from 
both    Houses  of  Parliament.      County 
Court    Judges  could    be    removed  on 
certificate  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  certify- 
ing to  their  incapacity.    That  certificate 
was  laid  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  order  in  Council, 
could  in  motu  proprio  at  the  Privy  Council 
remove  County  Court  Judges.     He  had 
removed  one  or  two  of  them.     Why  not 
adopt  that  machinery,  adapting    it  to 
cases  of  other  than  physical  or   mental 
incapacity,     to      enable      these     two 
gentlemen  to  hold  office  during  good 
behaviour    in    the   first   instance,   and 
have  at  the  same  time  the  sp>ecial  power 
of  removing  them  on  the  certificate  of 
the  Lord  Chanceror.    That  would  give 
control   over  them  and  a  check  upon 
them.     In  that  way  Parliament  could 
ensure  that  they  would  have  a  tolerable 
tenure  of  office.    Nothing  had  so  much 
shaken  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  in    the  administration    of  the 
civil  and  criminal  law  as  the  circum- 
stance of  reposing  that  administration 
in    the    hands    of   removable    officers. 
For  human  nature  was  always  the  same, 
and  when  a  man  had  before  his   eyes 
the  possibility  of  being  dismissed    and 
deprived  of  the  means  of  livdihood,  that 
fact  might  possibly  go  far  to  influence 
him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  con 
scientiously   as  between  the  public  and 
the  Government. 
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♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  as 
far  as  Mr.  Wrench  was  concerned,  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  prepared  to  bring 
up  words  that  would  ensure  that  his 
S'tlary  would  be  brought  under  the 
criticism  of  Parliament  without  inter- 
fering in  any  way  with  his  tenure  as  an 
Estates  Commissioner. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  dissented  from  this 
interpretation  of  what  he  had  said.  | 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  came  to  I 
this — that  Mr.  Wrench  was  to  be  levelled  \ 
down  to  the  position  of  security  which  Mr. 
Finucane  and  Mr.  Bailey  were  to  enjoy. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  salary  so  far 
as    he    was    concerned.      He    did  not 
question    Mr.    Wrench's    salary  in  any 
way  at  all.     He  thought  that  Mr.  Finu- 
cane and  Mr.  Bailey  were  very  well  paid 
with  £2,000  a  year.    This  was  a  question 
of  tenure.  Surely  it  did  not  pass  the  wit 
of  man  to  let  these  two  men  draw  their 
salaries  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure 
that  the  salaries  should  be  subject  to  the 
criticism  of  this  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and    yet  to    provide    that 
they     should    not    be    subject    to   dis- 
missal   by    any    Lord  Lieutenant    who 
nxight  be  in  Dublin    Castle  in    future, 
surrounded  by  landlords  or  ex-landlords. 
They  should  not  be  at  the  mercy  of  those 
men.     That  was  what  constituted  the 
real    difference     between     Ireland    and 
other    countries.      They    were    dealing 
with  Dublin  Castle,  and  that  was  the 
real  reason    why  Irish   Members    were 
anxious  that  the  tenure  of  these  two 
Commissioners    should  be  secure.     He 
did  not  wish  to  make  them  irremovables, 
but  surely  the  Chief  Secretary  and  his 
legal  advisers  could  devise  words  which 
would  secure  them  against  being  subject 
to  dismissal  at  the  mere  pleasure,  which 
might  be  interpret!  d  as  the  mere  whim, 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  if  there  was  to 
be  general  control  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  over  those  Estates  Com- 
missioners who  were  to  administer 
public  money,  then  there  must  be 
control  of  an  effective  character. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  they  did 
not  know  where  they  were.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had   not  even   said    that   he 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sbriks.] 


would  present  an  alternative;  he  only 
said  that  he  would  cast  about  to  see  if 
possibly  he  could  find  words,  but  he  had 
not  been  able  to  find  words.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  vital  matters  that  had 
turned  up  in  the  whole  debates.  In 
justification  of  his  own  Amendment  he 
insisted  that  the  whole  of  this  difficulty 
had  ari3<>n  from  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
Wrench.  He  was  not  quite  certain 
whether  he  would  not  be  prepared  to  go 
as  far  as  to  let  the  whole  three  Com- 
missioners be  appointed  with  their 
present  tenure  if  there  was  no  Mr. 
VVrench  in  question.  But  what  was 
intolerable  was  that  the  landlord  repre- 
sentative, or  the  landlord  element,  on 
the  Commission  was  irremovable,  to  be 
beyond  and  above  criticism,  and  above 
fear,  while  the  other  Commiissioners 
were  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  be 
removable  by  the  Government  of  the 
day.  It  was  all  very  well  to  talk  of  the 
small  chance  of  their  being  removed. 
That  was  not  the  fear  ;  it  was  the  effect 
on  the  minds  of  these  men  that  they 
were  removable;  that  they  we  e  not 
independent  men.  The  Chief  Secretary 
met  their  criticism  by  saying  that  there 
would  be  an  addition  to  Mr  Wrench's 
salary.  That  was  good,  so  far  as  it  went ; 
but  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  very  small 
addition.  Mr.  Wrench  was  a  gentleman 
who  had  the  reputation  in  Ireland  of 
spending  all  his  time  in  providing  for 
himself  and  his  friends,  and  in  doing  no 
public  work ;  and  he  ventured  to  point 
out  that  so  far  as  the  purpose  of 
criticism  was  concerned  a  £5  note  would 
be  enough. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  in  addition 
Mr.  Wrench  would  have  to  give  up  his 
title  to  a  pension. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  they  would  have  a 
word  to  say  about  pensions,  the  grant- 
ing of  which  was  one  of  the  most^  re- 
markable features  in  recent  Irish  history. 
Mr.  Wrench  was  to  be  placed  in  a 
position  that  he  might  lose  £5  a  year, 
but  the  other  Commissioners  might  lose 
everything — their  office  and  their  salaiy. 
Was  that  equality  1  If  Mr.  Frederick 
Wrench  retained  his  £3,000  a  year  and 
with  nothing  to  do,  nothing  would  please 
him  better ;  and  to  hold  out  to  the 
Irish  Members  the  comfort  that  they 
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could  punish  Mr.  Frederick  Wrench  by  de- 
pririDg  him  of  his  work  and  leaving  him 
with  his  galarycf  J&3,000  a  year  was  the 
moat  monstrous  proposition  ever  made- 
That  was  not  equality.  The  Committee 
was  in  a  most  unfair  position,  because 
they  had  really  obtained,  so  far  as  the 
datw  of  the  other  Commissioners  wascon- 
cemed,  no  pledge  of  any  kind  from  the 
Chief  Secretary.  He  believed  he  spoke  for 
the  whole  of  the  Irish  Party  when  he 
said  that  they  heartily  supported  equality 
in  the  members  of  an  administrative 
€rovernment  Board,  and  that  that  Board 
should  be  under  the  constant  supervision 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 


Mk.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  said  they  had  been  for  close  on  two 
hours  waiting  to  see  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  ascertain  the  views 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Wrench — whether  that 
gentleman  would  accept  this  alteration 
of  service  and  the  new  conditions  in 
regard  to  salary.  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  they  all  objected  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Frederick  Wrench,  he  would, 
with  all  respect,  ask  whether  it  was 
worth  while  occupjnng  the  time  of  the 
Committee  in  cuscussing  hypothetical 
conditions  which  depended  upon  Mr. 
Frederick  Wrench.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  misinformed  by  his 
legal  advisers  when  he  said  that  an 
officer  appointed  during  pleasure  was 
practically  irremovable.  No  one  knew 
better  than  the  Solicitor-General  that 
Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Finucane  would 
only  hold  office  subject  to  the  whim  of 
the  Government  of  the  day.  Mr.  Charles 
Bourke,  who  had  been  Inspector  of 
Prisons  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  to  whom  the  age  limit  of  sixty-five 
did  not  apply,  was  dismissed  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  of  the  day.  The  Land 
Commissioners  were  to  be  charged  with 
purely  administrative  business,  and  it  was 
not  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment  that 
one  of  them  should  have  a  tenure  of 
office  which  was  practically  that  of  a 
superior  Judge,  and  therefore  irremovable, 
•while  the  other  two  were  to  be  removable 
at  pleasure.  It  was  quite  intolerable 
that  this  gentleman  should  be  foisted 
into  this  place  against  the  wishes  of 
the  Irish  Members,  and  that  he  should 
be  given  a  different  tenure  from  that 
of  the  other  Commissioners.     He  agreed 

Mr.  Daim. 


I  thoroughly  with    what    had    been  said 
about  the  inefficiency  of  Parliamentary 
'  criticism  in  r^ard  to  the  holders  of  a 
secure  office.     He  had  tried  it  in  all  its 
phases.      When   he  entered    the   House 
Members  were  allowed  to  attack  officers 
,  in  the  position  of  a  Judge,  but  now  they 
I  were  not  permitted  to  even   sneeze    a 
I  complaint.     He  would  therefore  be  un- 
'  able  to  approach  such  an  austere  gentle- 
man as  Mr.    Frederick    Wrench;    that 
gentleman   would    be    irremovable,   and 
therefore  his  salary  could  not  be  discussed. 
He  challenged  the  right  hon.    or  any 
other  gentleman  to  give  an  instance  of 
I  a  man   who    discharged    administrative 
'  and  executive  duties    as    distinguished 
I  from  judicial  work,  who  was  irremovable. 
j  Such  a  case  did  not  exist.     There  was, 
,  he  thought,  a  possible  way  out  of  the 
difficulty.      There    was    one    class    of 
,  executive    officers    who,  although    they 
'  discharged  executive    duties,   were    not 
under    the    control    of    the    Executive 
Government,     but    of    the    House     of 
I  Commons  itself.     He  meant  the  clerks 
at  the  Table  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
These  gentlemen's  salaries  were  on  the 
'  Estimates  and  were  subject  to  ParUa- 
'  mentary  criticism,  but  they  were  only 
I  removable  by  an  Address  carried  in  the 
House  of  dommons.      If  the  Commis- 
\  sioners    were    made    removable    by    an 
,  Address  to  the  Crown  by  the  House  of 
Commons  it  would  be  a  different  thing 
I  from    being    removable    by    the    Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  sitting  in  Privy 
Council     He  wanted  to  keep  the  Com- 
missioners  from   being  subject    to     the 
i  back-door  opeiations  of  some  gentleman 
'  who  had   climbed  up  to  Dublin  Castle. 
!  If  Mr.  Bailey  or  Mr.  Finucane  were  to 
I  be  dismissed  by  the  Lord    Lieutenant 
{ in  Council,  Mr.  Wrench  himself  might 
I  be  summoned  to  that  Privy  Council  and 
I  brought  under  the  influence  of  Dublin 
>  Castle.    He  was  sorry  the    right    hon. 
I  Gentleman  for  the  mere  personal  matter 
of  the  pension  or  no  pension  of  one  man 
should  obstructthebusiness.  He  impressed 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  fact  that 
the  only  instance  of  administrative  and 
executive   officers  being  removaUe  was 
i  the  case  of  the  clerks    of  Parliament, 
j  who  might  be  removed  from  the  House 
itself.       He    pressed    the    right     hon. 
Gentleman  to  himself   make  terms   for 
Mr.  Wrench. 
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Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  aaked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  where 
he  proposed  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  stated  would  facilitate  the  change 
in  the  position  of  Mr.  Wrench.  He 
supposed  it  would  be  in  Sub-section  3  of 
Ckuae76. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Yes. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
supposed  that  would  be  so.  But  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  like  to  say  anything 
further  now  to^show  how  the  change 
was  to  be  brought  about. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM    said   these    three 
officers  were  to  have  the  same  tenure,  and 
Mr.  Wrench's  salary  would  be  determined 
in  one  of  two  ways — either  he  would 
come  on  to  the  Votes  at  £3,000  a  year, 
in  which  case  his   pension  would   be 
con:ddered — there  was  no  pension  now, 
but  in  one  clause  of  the  Bill  there  was  a  I 
provision  for  a  pension — or  his  salary  | 
would  remain  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  . 
and  in  place  of  a  pension  he  could  have  I 
a  separate  salary  as  an  Estates  Commis- ! 
sioner,  with  the  same  status  as  the  other  | 
Estates  Commissioners.    The  status  was  , 
to  be  the  same,  and  the  only  point  was  j 
what  was  the  tenure  to  be.    He  could 
not  say  more  than  he  had  already  said. 
They  must  be  executive  officers  of  the 
Govemment.    If  they  were  only  to  be  re- 
movablefor  inability  or misbehaviourthat 
was  the  tenure  of  a  Judge  of  the  High 
Court,  and  that  wasa  position  independent 
of  the  Government,  and  the  Govemment 
would   not  be   responsible   unless  these 
gentlemen     were     responsible    to     the 


Executive  Govemment. 


1^ 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALYsaid  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  involved 
this.  A  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords 
Against  A  and  B — A  would  say  I  am 
▼ery  sorry  for  having  quarrelled  with 
my  Peers  in  Parliament,  and  would 
retire  on  his  pension,  while  B  would 
slip  down  a  hole  in  the  ice.  .  ^  ;^ 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  the  others  were 
to  have  Civil  Service  pensions,  under  the 
Aot  of  1881,  but  by  a  mistake  in  the 
4lrafting  it  was  not  put  into  the  clause. 


Mb.T.  M.  HEALYsaid  that  was  a 
most  marvellous  statement.  Now  they 
found  because  Mr.  Wrench  was  to  get  a 
pension  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Finucane 
were  to  get  one  also.  He  welcomed  the 
statement.  No  doubt  it  was  a  mistake 
in  the  draftsmanship,  but  where  was  the 
Treasury  when  that  mistake  took  place  ' 
These  gentlemen  were  not  holding  office 
under  the  Act  of  1881,  and  it  was  absurd 
to  say  they  were  to  have  pensions  under 
that  Act.  This  discussion  had  been  of 
some  benefit,  for  it  had,  at  all  events, 
secured  pensions  to  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr. 
Finucane,  and  if,  as.the  result  of  attacks 
upon  them  in  the  other  House,  they 
were  driven  out,  they  would  not  go 
without  a  pension. 

Mr  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  wrong 
in  his  explanation  though  right  in  his 
facts.  These  gentlemen  got  a  pension 
under  the  Superannuation  Act  of  1859. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  was  no 

reference  to  the  Act  of  1859  in  the  Bill. 

What  they   wanted  to  know  was,  was 

Mr.  Wrench  to  take  a  pension  under  the 

!  Superannuation  Act  of  1859,  or  was  he 

j  to  be  left  by  this  Bill  with  a  pension. 

The  right  hon-  Gentleman  knew  them 

;  perfectly    well,   and    knew  they   never 

I  gave  way  on  a  good  point.     They  had 

j  got  a  good  point  now  and  would  stick 

I  to    it    till    the    facts   were  before  the 

I  country.      He   last    night    advised  the 

;  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  up  his 

.  mind  in  the  few  moments  that  remained, 

>  but  he  would  not  do  so,  and  they  had 
.  two  hours  discussion  to-day  in  conse- 
I  quence.    But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

>  must  make  up  his  mind  to  this.  He 
.  believed  the  Treasury  view  was    that 

Mr.  Wrench  should  have  the  other 
two  under  his  thumb,  but  he  was 
determined  to  prevent  that.  He  would 
not  be  a  party  to  this  thing. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  there  were  two  points  in  this  clause, 
and  the  Government  had  gone  wrong  in 
both.  First  of  all  there  was  the  question 
of  making  two  different  kinds  of  Land 
Commissioners.  Whatever  they  chose  to 
do  with  the  Land  Commissionersshould  be 
done  with  all  three.  Under  the  present 
scheme  one  was  to  be  rMponsible  only 
to   his  consdence,  and  the  other  two. 
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who  were  to  hold  ofiice  during  pleasure, 
were  to  be  responsible  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Thej  could  not  harness 
sheep  and  goats  together  in  this  way. 
They  could  only  take  the  clause  as  it 
stood,  and  under  the  clause  one  of  them 
would  be  master  of  the  other  two.  Why 
the  Government  should  have  made  an 
exceptional  rule  for  one  GommiBsioner, 
and  left  the  other  two  under  the  other 
rules  he  did  not  know.  What  was  the 
rule  to  be  i  Were  the  Commissioners 
to  hold  office  during  pleasure,  or  be 
practically  irremovaWelike  Judges,  except 
on  the  vote  of  both  Houses.  There  was 
a  middle  course  which  certainly  would 
not  make  them  as  irremovable  as  Judges, 
but  by  which  they  could  hold  office 
during  good  beha\iour. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  when  ^ 
he  spoke    of    the   Commissioners    not  i 
receiving   pensions  he  was   interrupted  | 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  i 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  referred  to  a 
subsequent  clause ;  but  it  was  not  quite 
clear  to  him  that  that  clause  provided 
for  pensions.    They  were   also  referred 
to    the    Act   of    1859  ;  but  there   was 
nothing   in   the   Bill    about    that    Act. 
Why  should  not  the  Government  make 
it  clear  that  pensions  would  be  secured 
for  those  gentlemen  1    He  was  not  quite 
sure  that  the  Commissioners  would  find 
themselves   very    comfortable    in    their 
positions.      A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about    the    Commission    not    being    a 
Court.     He  certainly  did  not  wish  them 
to   have  a  judicial  position ;  but    they  | 
would  be  dealing  with  the  property  of 
the  country.    Further,  the   right   hon.  > 
Gentleman   ought    to    remember   that 
the    Bill    had    been    entirely    changed ' 
since  it  was  introduced ;   and  that  the  i 
Commissioners   were   now  vested   with  i 
discretion,  which  it  was  not  originally 
proposed  they  should  possess.    He  did  not ! 
\tri8h  to  touch  Mr.  Wrench,  and  he  did  ' 
not  believe  his  position  could  possibly  be  I 
taken  from  him.  Indeed,  as  far  as  he  was  i 
concerned,    the  Government   could    do  i 
anything  they   liked  as  regarded    Mr.  j 
W^rench ;  but  he  wished  that  the  other  ' 
two  Estates  Commissioners  should  have  | 
the  same   staim   as   Mr.    Wrench,   and  , 
that    Mr.    Wrench   should  not   have  a 
superior  status   and    be    the  consulting ; 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


party  at  the  Castle.     If  that  were  done 
he  would  be  quite  content 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  that  was 
his  intention. 

Me.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  state 
that  he  was  prepared  to  bring  up  words 
later  which  would  change  the  position  of 
these  two  Commissioners  from  being 
removable  into  a  more  stable  tenure,  at 
the  same  time  not  removing  them  from 
the  cognisance  of  Parliament,  that 
would  meet  the  point.  AIi  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  up  to  the  pre- 
sent was  that  he  would  look  round  and 
see  whether  it  was  possible  to  find  sueh 
words,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  the  impression  that  it  would  be  a 
hopeless  task. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  (iaid,  as  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
his  position  was  that  although  he  did 
not  approve  altogether  of  the  course 
which  had  been  taken,  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  accept  it  if  all  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners were  given  the  same  siaivs. 
Then  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  asked  what  that  status  was  to 
be,  and  he  said  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  words  of  the  Bill.  His  r^y 
was  that  those  gentlemen  woukl  not 
have  a  judicial  status,  and  that  he  did 
not  know  of  any  other  phrase,  other 
than  the  words  in  the  Bill,  which  would 
not  give  them  such  a  status.  He  had 
undertaken  to  endeavour  to  find  words 
which  would  form  a  new  tenure,  hut  he 
did  not  yet  know  whether  it  would  be 
possible.  If  there  were  a  half  way  house 
between  tenure  at  pleasure  and  » 
judicial  tenure  he  would  endeavour  to 
find  it,  but  beyond  that  he  could  not  go. 

Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,^  S.)  asked  if 
the  Committee  was  to  understand  that 
if  there  was  a  tenure  which  was  a  half- 
way house  between  tenure  at  pleasure 
and  a  judicial  position,  which  would 
give  those  gentlemen  a  more  stable 
tenure,  but  would  not  withdraw  th«n 
from  the  cognisance  of  Parliament,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  prepared  to 
conduct  the  Committee  to  it  t 
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Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  was  his 
policy. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALYasked  if  the  Gommis- 
aonen  were  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as 
regarded  pension. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  already 
stated  all  he  had  to  state  on  that  point. 
If  the  jBS.OOO  paid  to  Mr.  Wrench  were 
taken  off  the  Consolidated  Fund,  then 
they  would  have  to  specially  consider  his 
case. 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  fhe  Committee 
had  not  yet  been  told  what  Mr.  Wrench's 
present  tenure  was.  When  they  knew 
that,  all  that  would  be  necessary  would 
be  to  raise  the  other  Commissioners  to 
the  same  level. 

Mr.T.  M.  HEALYaskedif  theright  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
pensions  of  the  three  Commissioners 
in  one  clause. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  attached  any  im- 
portance to  that,  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  it ;  but  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  the  pensions  of  the  two  Com 
missioners,  other  than  Mr.  Wrench, 
would  be  at  Civil  Service  rates.  He 
could  not  reopen  the  financial  question ; 
bat  he  was  informed  by  the  draftsman 
that  the  tenure  in  the  Bill  did  not  require 
any  expUcit  statement  as  regarded 
pensions. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  although 
the  reply  of  the  Government  was  not  quite 
satisfactory,  he  recognised  that  there  bad 
been  a  concession.  It  was  some  concession 
to  those  gentlemen  that  they  could  not 
be  turned  out  of  doors  without  getting 
aome  sohiium.  For  his  part,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  wait  until  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  introduced  his  clause.  The  position 
of  Mr.  Wrench  was  becoming  extremely 
interesting ;  he  seemed  to  be  the  fairy  god- 
mother of  the  situation,  and  had  already 
•howered  down  pensions  on  Mr.  Bailey 
And  Mr.  Finucane.  What  they  had  to 
■do  now  was  to  concentrate  their  attention 
lOB  Mr.  Wrench's  pension,  and  the  pension 
Mr.  Wrench  would  get  would  also  have 
to  be  provided  for  the  other  Commis- 
sioners. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  had  struggled 
hard  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  but  he 
was  boimd  to  say  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  result.  The  whole  matter  had 
arisen  from  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
Wrench.  He  would  not  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  a  division ;  but 
he  certainly  would  not  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  the 
precedents  he  had  placed  before  him. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  put  down 
his  new  Amendment. 

Mr  WYNDHAM  said  it  would  be  put 
down  before  the  Report  stage. 

*Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  formally  moved 
the  following  Amendment — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  Any  member  of  the  Land  CominUaion 
who  has  been  nominated  or  appointed  as  an 
Estates  Commissioner  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Congeste  1  Districts  Board 
as  the  member  of  the  Land  Commission  to 
represent  forestry  and.agriculture.'  " — (Mr.  T. 
JV.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  it  was 
not  necessary.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  put  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament  a  provision  that  a 
distinguished  public  servant  should  be 
given  work  involving  no  emolument  be- 
cause he  was  dischargmg  work  to  which  an 
emolument  was  attached.  Mr.  Wrench  had 
informed  him  that  his  work  as  an  Estate 
Commissioner  would  not  enable  him  to 
imdertake  other  duties. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  Mr.  Wrench's  action.  The 
Chief  Secretary  would  admit  that  he  was 
not  ungenerous  to  Mr.  Wrench.  He 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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*Mr.  butcher  (York)  said  as  the 
Bill  stood  the  Estates  Uommissioners  would 
be  the  servants  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant^  and 
be  subject  to  his  orders.  He  proposed  to 
leave  out  the  words  "shall  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant." 
The  policy  of  the  Ck>mnussioners 
ought  not  to  be  controlled  by  the  Execu- 
tive Government.  They  would  have 
very  large  matters  within  their  discre- 
tion, and  they  should  bring  all  their 
mind  and  intelligence  to  bear  on  them 
without  such  control  as  was  suggested, 
although  it  was  quite  right  that  their 
actions  should  be  subject  to  discussion  in 
this  House.  It  was .  quite  a  different 
thing  to  say  that  their  action  should  be 
dictated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
day.  It  would  not  be  right  to  put  these 
men,  who  had  to  discharge  mostimportant 
duties,  involving  the  exercise  of  judg- 
ment and  discretion,  under  the  control 
of  the  executive,  with  instructions  to  do 
whatever  the  Lord  Lieutenant  told 
them.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the 
words  •  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.'"— (JTr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  wonls 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  it  would  be 
dearly  improper  to  decide  in  essence  the 
question  which  they  had  been  debating 
when  they  had  agreed  to  adjourn  the 
actual  decision  until  the  Report  stage. 
This  was  the  old  question  in  a  new  form, 
and  he  would  not  add  anything  to  the 
argument,  he  had  already  adduced. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  entirely  concurred 
in  the  judgment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  pointed  out  that  this  pro- 
posal relieved  the  Chief  Secretary  of  any 
difiSculty  in  giving  these  gentlemen  the 
tenure  which  had  been  suggested.  With 
such  potent  words  as  "shall  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant "  in 
the  Act,  he  could  not  conceive  any  diffi- 
culty in  providing  a  proper  tenure  for 
these  men. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  bad  bad  these 
words  in  hit  mind  during  the  whole  of 


the  previous  debate,  and  it  was  because 
he  could  not  assent  to  the  propootioD 
that  the  words  used  in  the  case  of  a 
Judge  would  fit  in  with  these  words,  that 
he  could  not  agree  that  the  words  were 
applicable  to  the  tenure  of  a  Judge. 
These  words  expressed  the  policy  of  the 
Government. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  regretted  the 
decisionof  the  Chief  Secretary.  "Control" 
meant  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be 
able  to  influence  the  Commissioners  in 
the  way  he  wished  them  to  go.  What 
was  wanted  in  "the  administration  of  this 
Department  was  continuity  of  principle 
uninterfered  with  by  party  exigencies  on 
either  side. 

Mb.  butcher  agreed  that  these 
Commissioners  ought  to  have  their 
action  considered  in  Parliament,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  such  a 
tenure  that  they  could  not  be  removed. 
What  he  objected  to  was  that  in  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  this  measure 
they  should  be  subject  to  the  daily  and 
hourly  control  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
It  could  not  be  right  for  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant to  give  directions  that  the  Com- 
missioners should  buy  a  particular  estate 
or  give  a  certain  price  for  it.  If  that 
were  done,  the  Commissioners  would  te 
prejudiced  in  the  discharge  of  their  dot  j, 
and  he  was  unable  to  see  what  other 
meaning  could  be  placed  on  the  words. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  the  words,  when 
taken  in  conjunction  with  those  that 
followed,  seemed  to  lend  themselves 
to  some  extent  to  the  criticisms  which 
had  been  made.  He  agreed  that 
these  gentlemen  were  to  be  executive 
officers,  and  there  was  no  hann  in 
making  it  perfectly  plain  that  the 
Government  were  responsible  for  their 
conduct.  That  being  so,  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  able  in  a  general  way  to 
regulate  the  course  the  Commissioners 
should  pursue,  and  that  object  was 
secured,  not  only  by  the  tenure  of 
office,  but  also  by  the  words — 

"  Shall  act  in  aooordanoe  with  snch  genenl 
regulations  as  may  be  made  by  " 

the  Lord  Lieutenant.  But  when  the 
two  provisions  of  this  sub-section  were 
taken  together,  it  seemed  possibly  to  be 
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intended  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  exercise  a  daily  and  houriy  con- 
trol OTer  the  detailed  performance  of  the 
work  and  the  determinations  (rf  the 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  particular 
estAtee.  He  thought  that  could  hardly 
be  intended,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  explained  exactly 
what  the  words  did  mean. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  spoken,  having 
held  high  oflfice  in  another  part  of  the 
Empire,  must  be  aware  that  a  member 
of  a  Government  could  not  interfere 
minutely  from  day  to  day  in  the  detailed 
work  of  a  great  Department.  These 
words  merely  meant  general  control  and 
guidance,  the  Government  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  success  of  the  Act. 
The  Government  would  not  interfere  in 
regard  to  a  particular  estate,  or  as  to 
the  sphere  of  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
missioners. But  seeing  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  would  be  criticised  in 
Parliament  if  the  hopes  raised  in  the 
course  of  these  debates  were  disappointed, 
it  might  be  right  for  them  to  have  a 
word  as\o  whether  the  energies  of  the 
Commissioners  should  be  directed  to- 
wards dealing  with  congestion  or  some 
other  of  the  objects  of  the  measure. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  policy  in  a 
Bill  of  this  kind ;  and  the  Government 
were  responsible  Jfor  that  policy ;  there- 
fore it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
have  a  general  control  to  see  that  their 
intentions  were  carried  out. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  in  the 
administration  of  a  new  body  with  large 
funds  at  its  back  it  would  be  intolerable 
if  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  day,  who 
would  be  constantly  subject  to  criticism 
in  Parliament,  had  not  a  directing  voic:-. 
Especially  would  that  be  the  case  in  regard 
to  the  present  Chief  Secretary,  who  was 
responsible  for  this  Bill.  If  the  measure 
failed  to  work  satisfactorily,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  at'tacked  on 
all  sides,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  defend  his  position,  unless  he 
could  say  he  had  given  the  necessary 
directions,  or  something  to  that  effect.  It 
would  be  a  satisfaction  if  the  Committee 
could   be  told  whether  the  regulations 


were  to  be  prescribed,  published,  or  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament.  He  would  suggest 
that  they  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  with  power  to  present  a 
prayer  against  them  if  necessary. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  there  was  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  for  the  position  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  so  long  as  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Executive  Government  was 
directed  to  the  principles  of  action,  to 
seeing  that  the  Act  was  carried  out  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  intended,  and 
did  not  extend  to  the  minor  details  cf 
judgment,  and  so  forth. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  not  yet 
decided  on  the  exact  form  of  publication, 
but  he  agreed  the  regulations  should 
come  before  the  House  in  some  way. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
control  was  to  be  merely  a  general 
control,  he  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, and  move  the  insertion  of  the 
word  "  general." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  12,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  the '  to 
intert  the  word  'general.'  " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  34,  to  omit  the  word 
'general.'"  -(Mr..  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  this  Act 
was  going  to  work  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years  before  it  was  worked 
out,  and  therefore  he  did  not  like  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  able  to  lay  down 
any  regulations  he  liked.  He  begged  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  .34,at  end, toinaert  the  words 
'and  Bach  regulations  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
statutory  rules  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Rules  Publication  Act,  1893.'  "—(Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  " 
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The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry,  N.)  was  understood  to  say 
that  Le  had  no  objection  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member,  but  some 
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This  Amendment  would  enable  the  out* 
side  body  to    strip   and  carry  away  the 


staff  of  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
against  the  wish  or  contrary  to  the 
orders  of  the  head  of  that  staff.    That 


other  form  of  words  would  be  necessary  was  a  perfectly  impossible  state  of  things, 
if  the  Rules  were  to  be  laid  upon  th«  I  for  the  Judicial  Commissioner  must 
Table  of  the  House.  have  control  over  his  own  staff. 


Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  much  pre- 
ferred that  they  should  be  laid  upon  the 
Table.  He  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  if  the  desire  of 
the  Hou.^e  was  that  the  Rules  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table,  he  would  bring  up  a 
clause  on  Report  dealing  with  this 
matter. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  said 
he  desired  to  move  an  Amendmentleaving 
out  the  words  "Judicial  Commissioner," 
and  insert  "said  Commissioners."  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  already  stated 
that  he  was  anxious  that  the  Bill 
should  be  worked  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible expedition,  and  he  thought  this 
Amendment  would  expedite  matters. 
It  was  only  fair  to  assume  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners  who  would  be 
responsible  for  the  administrative  work 
of  the  Act  would  be  the  best  judges  in 
regard  to  the  selection  of  the  officials  to 
carry  on  their  work  in  the  most  satis- 
factory and  expeditious  manner. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  lines  36 and  37,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  Judicial  Commisciuner,'  and  insert 
the  words  'said  CommiMioners.' "-- (i^r. 
Cullinan.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'Judicial  Commissioner'  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  clause 
enabled  the  Judicial  Commissioner  to 
appoint  a  staff  to  assist  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  The  Judicial 
Commissioner  was  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mission and  he  was  the  person  who 
must  decide  what  members  of  the  staff 
he  could  spare  to  be  transferred  from 
his  own  Department  to  the  branch  pre 
sided  over  by  the  Estates  Commissioner. 


i     Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
I W.)       said       he     agreed      that    the 
I  less    the    Judicial    Commissioner    had 
'  to     do    with     the     appointment      of 
'  officials  the  better.     He  did  not  agree 
I  that  it  would  be  better  if  the  appoint- 
I  ment  went  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.    Hs 
did  not  see  why  any  objection  should  be 
i  raised    to    the    proposal    to    give    the 
appointment    to    the    Estates  Commis- 
sioners themselves.    The  hon.  Member 
opposite  said  that  if  they  got  the  proper 
men  the  work  would  be  carried  out  in  a 
proper  manner,  but  many  of  them  did 
not  think    that    the    present   Judicial 
Commissioner   was   the   man   who  was 
likely  to  make   the   best   selection  and 
carry  out  the  work  satisfactorily  to  the 
I  Irish    people.      He  strongly  supported 
I  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friead. 

I 

I      Mr.    BLAKE  pointed  out  that  these 

officers  would  be  the  officers  of  the  Coni- 
I  mission.      He    did    not    see    why    the 

Judicial  Commissioner  should  have  the 
'  sole  voice  in  the  disposition  of  the  staff. 
,  It  seemed  to  him  that  if  it  was  to  Le 
i  left  to  the  Commissioners  at  all  it  shoukl 

be  left  to  the  whole  Commission  to 
I  determine  their  officers,  and  then  the 
I  Judicial  Commissioner  would  have   his 

say  and  the  whole  question  would  settle 
,  itself.      He  did  not  see  why  the  Judicial 

Commissioner    should     be    given    this 

special  patronage. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  was  intix)ducing  a 
totally  new  departiu-e  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  I.And  Commission.  As  far  as 
he  understood  it,  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner at  present  had  no  such  power  as 
was  proposed,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  did  not  actually  deal  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  question 
of  transferring  some  part  of  the  st<-iff 
elsewhere  had  never  occurred  before. 
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Me.  DILLON  contended  that  the 
question  of  dealing  with  the  staff  had 
arisen  and  arose  continually,  and  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  had  no  special 
powers  of  this  nature.  It  stood  to  reason 
that  if  this  appointment  was  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commission  it  should 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  whole  Com- 
mission, so  that  the  matter  could  be 
arranged  in  consultation  with  the  men 
who  were  to  be  responsible  as  Estates 
Commissioners.  Those  Commissioners 
were  to  be  appointed  as  additional 
members  of  the  Commission,  and  if  they 
gave  this  appointment  to  the  whole  body 
then  the  Estates  Commissioners  would 
have  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  their 
own  officers.  Was  that  an  unreasonable 
thing  to  ask  fort  He  thought  it  was 
an  extraordinary  proposal  that  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  should  be  invited  to  have 
the  sole  voice  in  appointing  the  staff  of 
this  new  Department,  and  it  would  be  a 
very  ill  omen  for  the  new  Department  if 
the  staff  was  appointed  without  giving  i 
the  new  Commissioners  a  voice  in  the 
matter.  What  earthly  objection  could 
the  Grovemment  have  to  allowing  these 
Estates  Commissioners  to  come  into  the 
room  when  these  matters  were  being 
settled  80  as  to  have  a  voice  in  them) 
Really  it  was  a  matter  of  very  consider- 
able importance  that  these  officials  should 
know  at  the  start  that  the  men  who  were 
to  be  their  masters  and  employers  and 
directors  had  had  some  voice  in  appoint- 
ing them,  and  it  might  tend  to  impair 
the  smooth  working  of  the  official  machine 
at  the  very  start  if  these  men  were  to 
look  upon  the  Judicial  Commissioner  as 
their  sole  employer. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the 
proposal  was  that  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner should  have  the  sole  power  of 
nominating  men  on  the  staff  of  the  Land 
Commission  to  work  under  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  He  contended  that  this 
was  not  a  judicial  act ;  it  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
but  ought  to  appertain  to  the  whole 
Ck>mmission.  There  was  an  additional 
reason  for  that.  Two  of  the  new  Estates 
Commissioners  had  been  in  the  service 
before.  One  was  a  Land  Commissioner, 
and  the  other  had  for  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years  been  in  the  service  as 
an  Assistant  Legal  Commissioner.  Con- 
sequently they  knew  all  the  men  who 
had    been    doing   this   work   and    their 


capabilities.  It  was  no  use  putting 
too  fine  a  point  upn  this  question. 
They  were  not  living  in  a  foreign  country. 
They  knew  what  they  were  talking 
about,  and  they  were  not  prepared  to 
have  this  new  organisation  packed  with 
anybody's  creatures.  He  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  say  that  in  a  matter  like 
this  they  should  not  distrust  the  whole 
Land  Commission.  This  was  not  a 
question  of  distrusting  the  Commission 
but  of  trusting  them,  and  in  this  case  the 
three  Estates  Commissioners  ought  to 
have  a  voice  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Land  Commission,  and  that  would  be 
very  much  more  satisfactory  than  leaving 
the  whole  executive  work  to  the  Judicial 
Commissioner. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  Attorney- 
General  had  stated  that  this  case  had 
not  arisen  before.  He  was  sorry  to 
tell  him  that  it  had.  When  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  was  passed,  Mr.  Justice 
Lawson  stated  that  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  Church  Temporalities 
Commissioners  who  were  suitable  would 
be  transferred  to  the  new  Land  Com- 
mission. He  objected  to  the  present 
proposal  on  the  same  ground  that  be 
objected  to  the  other — namely,  that  they 
would  pick  out  certain  favourites  for  the 
appointments.  Judge  Lawson  was  then 
Judge  of  the  Churdi  temporalities ;  and 
the  Committee  could  imagine  what 
chance  Catholics  would  have  with  him. 
He  got  a  distinct  pledge  from  the 
then  Attorney-General  that  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  discrimination  would  be 
attempted,  but  what  was  the  fact  ?  They 
boycotted  every  Catholic,  and  a  number  of 
the  men  who  received  appointments  after- 
wards took  a  prominent  part  in  Orange 
demonstrations  and  had  to  be  dismissed 
by  the  Land  Commissioners.  On  the 
matter  being  referred  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  they  were  told  to  go  back  to 
the  office,  hang  up  their  hats,  and 
apologise.  They  did  not  want  all  this 
kind  of  thing  over  again.  He  did  think 
it  was  a  most  invidious  thing  that  all  the 
nominations  for  appointments  from  the 
existing  staff  should  be  made  by  one  man. 
He  thought  this  was  a  matter  in  which 
the  claims  of  the  individual  men  should 
be  considered.  The  proposal  made  was 
most  unfair  to  Mr.  Wrench,  who  was  to 
be  excluded  from  making  appointments 
from  the  existing  staff.  He  thought  that 
for  Mr.  Wrench  8  sake  alone  they  ought 
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to  make  a  stand  in  order  that  he  might 
not  be  put  in  the  position  in  which  the 
Bill  proposed  to  place  him  in  regard  to 
these  appointments.  He  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  vould  yield  on  this  small 
matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  frame  words  saying  what 
the  members  of  the  Land  Commission 
were  to  do  in  this  matter.  He  thought 
the  Government  should  nominate  and 
appoint  the  persons.  They  would  do 
that  with  due  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
work  to  be  performed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that 
so  long  as  the  nominations  were 
in  the  hands  of  one  man  the 
appointments  would  follow.  If  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  nominated  a 
certain  number  of  men  for  duty,  who 
in  the  Government  was  going  to  inter- 
vene to  prevent  the  appointments  1  He 
suggested  the  substitution  of  the  words, 
•  Land  Commission  "  for  "Judicial  Com- 
missioner." The  Judicial  Commissioner 
was  a  Judge,  and  did  not  know  the 
capabilities  of  the  men.  If  the  nomina 
tions  were  made  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission they  would  come  from  a  body 
who  knew  the  capacities  of  the  individual 
men. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  said 
a  far  more  serious  matter  arose  on  this 
question  than  had  yet  been  mentioned. 
He  referred  the  Committee  to  Clause 
76  of  the  Bill,  which  provided   that — 

"  The  Hon.  Gerald  FitzGerald,  one  of  the 
Land  Commiesioners,  shall,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Land  Law  Acts  and  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  but  not  further  or  otherwise,  in  addition 
to  his  existing  powers,  have  all  the  jurisdiction 
and  powers  of  a  Judicial  Coniniigsioner,  with 
the  same  rank  and  tenure  of  office  at  if  he  had, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  been 
appointed  a  Judicial  Commissioner  under  the 
Act  of  1881.' 


Land  Commissioners  the  duty  of  sdeet* 
ing  the  staff.  He  proposed  to  put  that 
duty  on  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  to  let 
the  Government  aocept  the  respcmii- 
bility. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  12,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  the  Judicial  Commissioner  may  nominaU 
such  officers  of  the  Commission,  and.' " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

"In  page  12,  line  39,  after  the  word  'of,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  land  clerks  of  tan  yeara 
service  and.' " — (Colonel  MeCalmont.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  wor6» 

be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  objected  t» 
an  Amendment  which  would  specify 
these  clerks.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
gentlemen  would  be  suitable  candidates 
for  employment  under  the  Bill 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  12,  line  40,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
worda  '  and  the  remoneration  of  those  penwn* 
shall  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expense*  of  the 
Land  Commission.' " — {Mr.  Wyniiham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON  (Lon- 
donderry) moved — 

"In  Clause  21,  page  13,  line  2,  after  'Coo» 
missioners,'  insert  *  or  by  any  voidor.' " 

He  said  his  object  was  to  extend  the 
same  facilities  to  all  landowners  as  to  the 
class  mentioned  in  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  13,  line  2,  after  the  word  'Com- 
missioners,' to  insert  the  words  'or  by  any 
vendor.' " — {The  Marqueu  of  Hamilton.) 


I     Question  proposed, 
I  be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  wocds 


The  Hon.  Gerald  FitzGerald  would,  there- 
fore,   have    the    appointments    in    his  i 
hands.      That    would    be    wholly     ob- 
jectionable to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  | 
to  all   parties  in  the  country  who  had  | 
any  deaUngs  with  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM   did  not  think  it 
was  rery  convenient  to  cast  upon  the 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  not  had 

an  opportu  nity  of  considering  this  matter. 
He  asked  his  noble  friend  not  to  pnm 
the  Amendment  at  present. 

Thk  Marqubss  of  HAMILTON  ssid 
he  would  move  it  on  Report. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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♦M«.  HEMPHILL  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  now  wished  to  move  was  to 
leave  out  the  woids  "and  competed" 
from  line  3  of  Sub-section  9.  He  was 
aware  that  in  moving  this — which  was 
one  of  a  series  of  Amendments — he  was 
taking  a  course  which  might  not  be  verj 
popular  in  the  Committee,  because,  as  a 
general  rule,  lawyers  were  not  in  great 
favour  there.  Why  they  should  not  be 
he  never  could  understand,  because  this 
House  was  the  fountain  and  creator  of 
all  law,  and  one  would  have  thought  that 
those  who  tried  to  administer  the  law 
should  not  be  marked  out  for  derision. 
He  had  observed  that  any  clause  bearing 
on  lawyers'  fees  was  received  with  a  good 
deal — he  would  not  say  of  obloquy,  but 
with  a  g^eat  deal  of  discouragement — on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  The  scheme 
proposed  in  the  sub-section  was  that 
sales  of  estates  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, and  sales  by  those  Commissioners 
to  tenants  and  others  might  be  negoti- 
ated and  completed  by  any  agents,  solici- 
tors, or  other  persons  approved  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  at  a  fixed  price 
or  percentage,  according  to  scale  fixed  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners.  That  was  to 
say,  when  a  landlord  wanted  to  sell,  and 
a  tenant  to  buy  his  property,  neither 
landlord  nor  tenant  could  have  any  voice 
in  the  appointment  of  the  solicitor  but  he 
was  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commission. 
In  starting  the  original  negotiations  he 
thought  it  wag  right  and  reasonable  that 
the  landlord's  or  tenant's  solicitor  should 
not  interpose  or  be  recognised,  and 
accordingly  his  Amendment  did  not 
interfere  with  that.  It  only  enabled  the 
negotiation  to  be  carried  to  a  completion 
by  the  solicitor  of  the  landlord  or  tenant. 
\Vby  should  landlord  and  tenant  be  com- 
pelled to  put  their  title  deeds  into  the 
hands  of  a  solicitor  who  was  not 
nominated  by  themselves,  of  whom  they 
knew  nothing,  and  who  could  not  be 
supposed  to  have  their  particular  interest 
at  heart  1  It  was  most  unreasonable 
that  such  a  novelty  should  be  introduced 
into  legislation.  The  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  that  when  the  sale 
came  to  be  completed  the  landlord  and 
tenant  should  be  able  to  exercise  the 
ordinary  citizen's  right  of  nominating 
their  own  solicitor  to  carry  out  the 
contract  to  its  completion.  His  Amend- 
ment was  supported  by  the  Incorporated 


Law  Society  of  Ireland,  who  eould  not- 
be  accused  of  being  animated  by  selfish 
motives.  After  a  great  number  of  years 
experience  he  could  say  that  there  was 
no  more  intelligent  and  honourable  pro< 
fession  in  the  Empire  than  the  soliciton- 
of  Ireland,  who,  under  great  temptations^ 
and  struggling  under  very  trying  cir- 
cumstances were  an  example  of  publio 
trusteeship  of  which  any  country  ought 
to  be  proud. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  13,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word^ 
'and  completed.'" — {Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'and  completed,'  st»nd  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  sub- 
section did  not  by  any  means  lay  down 
that  solicitors  other  than  those  connected 
with  the  particular  properties  were  to  be 
employed  by  the  Estates  Commissioners. 
It  was  a  permissive  clause,  subject  to  the= 
goodwill  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  quit* 
sure  that  the  Treasury  would  not  permit 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  employ  a 
solicitor  to  the  detriment  of  the  solicitors- 
who  were  connected  with  a  particular 
estate ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  that  it  might  occur  that  if  th» 
solicitors  to  the  estate  were  compulsorily 
employed  it  might  put  a  certain 
premium  on  factitious  opposition  to  the 
completion  of  the  transaction.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  the  family  solicitor  wo  Id  be 
employed  ;  but  he  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

*Mk.  HEMPHILL  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester 
moved  that  Sub-section  9,  line  3,  should 
be  amended  by  leaving  out  "agents, 
solicitors,  or  other  persons  "and  inserting 
"  land  agent  or  solicitor  nominated  by 
the  landlord  and  " — approved  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  13,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  agents,    solicitors,    or    other   persons,'    anj 
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insert  the  words  '  land  agent  or  solicitor 
nominated  by  the  landlord  &nd."'— (Sir  John 
BMesion.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WY>}DHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  As  he  had 
already  stated  the  Estates  Commissioners 
would,  as  a  rule,  employ  the  solicitors 
connected  with  the  property,  but  some 
discretion  must  be  left  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  had 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  insert 
in  Sub-section  9  relating  to  the  scale  of 
fees  to  be  paid  to  the  solicitors,  the 
words — 

"  Such  scale  to  include  in  the  case  of  a  land 
agent  of  an  estate  acting  in  that  capacity  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  nineteen 
hundred  and  three,  a  three  per  cent,  negotia- 
tion fee,  but  such  negotiation  fee  shall,  in  the 
case  of  a  land  agent  in  receipt  of  an  annual 
salary  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  renttJ  of 
the  estate,  be  assessed  on  the  proportion  the 
salary  bears  to  five  per  cent,  of  the  rental, 
and  the  negotiation  fee  shall  be  reduced 
accordingly. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  that  the 
Amendment  was  incompetent,  as  it  was 
outside  of  the  Money  Resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  in  moving 
his  Amendment  he  desireii  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
enormous  number  of  employees  under 
land  agents  who  would  be  deprived  of 
their  livelihood  because,  having  regard  to 
the  number  of  years  they  had  served  as 
land  clerks,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  obtain  other  occupation  at  their 
age.  Could  nothing  be  done  for  that 
class  of  workers  who  had  been  most 
faithful  in  doing  their  duty  to  their 
masters  ? 

Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
Let  the  masters  do  it  themselves. 

Mr.  SLOAN  said  they  should  not  be 
left  without  any  occupation ;  and  he 
submitted  the  Amendment  to  the  kind 
consideration  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 


Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  13,  line  8,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  On  the  sale  of  any  estate  nnder  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  whether  to  or  by  the 
LtLnd  Commission  or  otherwise,  one  fourth  of 
the  percentage  or  fixed  price  allowed  to  an 
agent  for  the  nec^>tiation  and  completion  of  the 
sue  shall  be  paid  to  the  land  clerk  emplojed 
in  the  office  of  such  estate,  and  if  there  be 
more  than  one  land  clerk  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  estate  the  said  amount  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  land  clerks  in  proportion  to 
their  number  of  years  service  as  land  clerks  in 
Ireland  respectively.'" — (Mr,  Sloan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  Where  the 
Estates  Commissioners  employed  a  person 
in  any  capacity,  the  scale  of  payment 
would  be  arranged  between  the  Com- 
missioners and  the  Treasury  ;  and  justice 
would  be  done  as  regarded  any  work 
done  for  the  Department.  As  regarded 
the  second  part  of  the  Amendment,  they 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  a  landlord 
who  was  conducting  his  own  negotia- 
tions. He  assumed  that  the  lanmords 
would  do  their  best  to  see  that  those 
who  had  been  in  their  service  would 
not  suffer.  He  wished  to  repeat  what 
he  had  already  stated,  that  in  ad- 
ministering the  Act  they  would,  where- 
ever  they  could,  do  their  best  to  see 
that  persons  would  be  compensated  in 
meal  where  they  could  not  be  compen- 
sated in  malt.  He  knew  that  it  had 
been  suggested  that  in  addition  to  the 
bonus  there  should  be  a  grant ;  but  his 
colleagues  and  himself  could  not  see  their 
way  to  adopt  that  policy.  In  administer- 
ing the  Act  it  would,  however,  be  their 
earnest  desire  to  give  as  much  employ- 
ment as  they  could  to  agents  and  others 
concerned. 

♦Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE 
(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough)  said  he 
should  like  to  ask,  on  a  point  of  order, 
at  what  particular  point  the  interests  of 
the  land  agents  could  be  discussed  on 
this  clause  1 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  interesta  of 
the  land  agents  is  rather  a  large  question. 
Financial  compensation  for  land  agents 
could  not,  I  think,  be  introduced  at  all 
in  this  Bill  without  obtaining  previooaly 
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a  Resolution,  which  would  hare  to  be  pro- 
]x>sed  in  Committee  on  the  authority  of  a 
Member  of  the  Government,  as  it  would 
iiiTolTe  the  expenditure  of  money ;  and 
the  Committee  could  not  initiate  ezpen 
diture  of  money  without  obtaining  the 
authority  of  the  Covernment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Me.  HEMPHILL  said  that  the  clause 
enabled  the  Commissioners,   subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  ' 
make  rules  for    carrying  the  Act  into ; 
effect.     In  several  recent  Acts  of  Parlia 
ment  the  President  of  the  Incorporated  , 
Law  Society  of  Ireland  had  been  included  I 
on  the  rule-making  body ;  and  the  In-  | 
corporated   Law   Society   thought  that 
where  the  interests  of  their  clients  were 
so  deeply  involved  as  they  were  in  this  | 
Bill,  it  was  only  reasonable  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  solicitors'  body  should 
be  a  member  pi  the  rule-n)aking  body. 
The  Amendment  had,  he  believed,  been  | 
submitted  to  the  Chief  Secretary  and  to  ' 
the  law  officers ;  and,  of  course,  if    the 
Chief  Secretary  was  unable  to  accept  it ! 
he   would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the ' 
Committee  further.     It  appeared  to  him, 
however,  to  be  an  eminently  reasonable  , 
proposal ;  and  it    was  a  practice   which  I 
was  followed  in   England  as  well  as  in 
Ireland   in    all  modern  Acts  of  Parlia-  > 
ment  which  provided  for  the  making  of 
rules. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,  S.)  asked 
if  there  was  a  salary  attached  to  the 
position. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  there  was  no 
salary. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In page  13,  line  9,  after  the  word  'Com- 
niiasioners,"  to  insert  the  words  'and  the 
President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of 
Ireland  for  the  time  being.'  "—{Mr.  Hemphill.) 


Question  proposed 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Me.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment  as  it  stood. 
Many  of  these  rules  would  be  ad- 
ministrative rules,  but  he,  would 
undertake    to    consider     whether    the 


President  of  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society  of  Ireland  should  not  be  brought 
in  on  particular  occasions. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  although 
no  salary  was  attached  to  the  membership, 
it  would  involve  work ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  Government  ought  to  welcome 
an  independent  mind  in  regard  to  those 
rules.  When  they  had  a  gentleman  who, 
in  the  interests  of  the  smooth  working  of 
the  Act,  undertook  to  go  over  the  rules- 
without  pay,  the  Government  should 
jump  at  such  an  offer.  The  offer  was,  he 
understood,  made  by  a  responsible  body 
of  great  experience,  and  it  followed 
English  precedent  as  well  as  Irish  pre- 
cedent. He  did  not  think  it  would 
water  the  wine  of  the  Estates'  Commis- 
sioners if  they  had  to  act  with  a  grave 
and  reverend  seignor  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession who  had  long  experience.  He 
did  not  know  the  present  president,  but 
he  thought  the  Amendment  should  be 
accepted  here  and  now.  If  the  words 
were  too  wide  they  could  be  limited. 
He  should  like  to  know  if  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  resisting  the  Amendment 
on  the  advice  of  the  Attorney-General 
and  the  Solicitor-General. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  clause 
covered  duties  which  would  not  be  dis- 
charged by  solicitors  at  all.  As  regarded 
the  professional  duties  of  solicitors,  it 
would  be  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  the  co-operation  of  the  President 
of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  should 
not  be  seciu'ed. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.)  said 
he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  re- 
consider the  position.  He  joined  in  the 
request  which  had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  re- 
consider the  matter  before  the  Report 
stage. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  on  that  assur- 
ance he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.)  said 
the  Amendment  which  he  wished  to 
move    would    greatly    expedite     sales. 
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Several  solicitors  had  informed  him  that 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  end  of 
delay.  Indeed,  it  wotUd  be  a  great  im- 
provement if  there  was  an  examiner 
Appointed  in  each  county  town. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pe^  13,  line  10,  after  the  words  '  Lord 
IiMateoant,'  to  insert  the  words  'appoint  two 
-examiners  of  title  in  each  province  and.' " — {Dr. 
Thiompton.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not 
possible  to  accept  the  Amendment,  as  it 
"would  upset  the  work  of  the  staff 
Altogether. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  butcher  said  the  Amendment 
ie  wished  to  move  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  rules  under  Section  10  should  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  He  had 
been  given  an  assurance  to  that  effect 
-with  regard  to  Section  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pajje  13,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  '  AH  such  rules  shall  hie  made  by  a 
majority,  of  whom  the  Jndicial  Conimissionor 
sliall  be  one  ;  and  such  rnles  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  statutory  rules  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Rules  Publication  Act,  1893.' "—(ifr. 
Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  thoee  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied  that  these 
were  rules  of  a  wholly  different  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.)  thought  it  was  very  desirable  that 
they  should  know  that  these  rules  were 
for  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  Land 
Commission.  That  ought  to  be  made 
quite  clear. 

The  SOLICITOR -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jambs  Campbell, 
Dublin  University)  said  it  was  desirable 
wherever  publication  was  required,  that 
it  should  be  publication  of  the  same 
kind  whether  under  the  Act  of  1893  or 
by  laying  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
and  he  would   promise  and  undertake 

Dr.  Thompson. 


that  the  Government  would  provide  that 
wherever  publication  was  required  it 
should  be  publication  of  the  same  kind. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Ya^ 
mouth):  Does  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  acknowledge  that  these 
rules  should  be  published,  and  it  is  ouly 
a  matter  of  form  as  to  how  they  shall  be 
published  1 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  replied  that 
would  depend  upon  the  scope  and  nature 
of  rules.  Some  it  would  be  ludicrous  to 
lay  upon  the  Table.  Others  might 
relate  to  such  important  matters  that  it 
would  be  desirable  they  should  be  laid. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  asked  who  was  to  be 
the  judge  of  whether  they  were  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  published  or 
not.  He  pointed  out  that  there  were 
rules  "for  carrying  into  effect  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  tliis  Act,"  and 
it  might  be  necessary  they  should  be 
coasidered  by  the  House.  He  suggested 
that  all  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  so  that  the  House  could  . 
have  control  of  them.  If  some  were  laid 
and  some  not  there  would  be  great  eon- 
fusion. 

Mr.  BLAKE  concurred  in  thinking 
that  the  general  description  of  the  rules 
in  this  section  involved  the  proposition 
that  they  might  be  of  far-reaching  im- 
portance and  ought  to  be  laid. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  regarded  thft 
position  taken  up  by  the  Governmeno 
as  not  at  all  unreasonable.  There  were 
rules  so  insignificant  in  their  character 
that  it  would  be  absurd  to  ask  Parlia 
ment  to  discuss  them. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  thought  they 
might  say  that  all  rules  made  in  pursuance 
of  "  such  and  such  "  should  be  laid  on  the 
Table.  That  might  bring  in  the  sab- 
section  they  were  then  dealing  with. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  would  be  con- 
tent with  this  assurance,  and  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Mb.  DILLON  said,  with  reference  to 
the  last  salHsection,  he  hoped  the  Grovern- 
ment  were  not  going  to  assent  to  the 
Bepoit  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
bemg  simply  and  solely  a  financial  report. 
It  was  desirable  that  the  Commissioners 
should  furnish  a  much  fuller  Eeport  than 
was  received  from  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners. He  suggested  the  Report  should 
be  more  of  the  character  of  that  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  It  was  not  a 
question  for  Amendment,  and  he  merely 
made  that  suggestion. 

Clatise  21,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  22. 

♦Mr.  butcher  said  the  objection  to 
Sub-section  3  was  that  where  there  was  a 
sale  by  the  Undlordto  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners by  the  operation  of  the  preceding 
clause,  the  landlord  would  get  3|  per  cent 
on  the  purchase  money  until  the  final  dis- 
tribution of  the  purchase  money  took 
Elace,  but  the  effect  of  this  clause  would 
e  that  when  there  was  a  sale  by  the 
landlord  to  his  tenants  he  would  get  the 
3 J  per  cent.,  but  part  would  come  out  of 
the  purchase  money  if  the  investments  did 
not  earn  sufficient  to  pay  it.  Why  should 
that  distinction  be  made  between  the 
two  methods  of  sale  t  He  believed  that 
sales  to  the  tenants  were  the  best,  and 
he  desired  to  encourage  them,  and  that  that 
could  best  be  done  by  leaving  out  this 
«ub-section.  He  therefore  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pu;e  14,  line  1,  leave  ont  Sab-section 
(3)."— fJ/r.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section 
3  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mb.  ATKINSON  said  the  two  cases 
were  entirely  different.  When  an  estate 
was  sold  to  the  Land  Commissioners 
the  purchase  price  was  immediately  paid 
into  Court,  and  during  the  twelve 
months  the  money  ay  in  the  bank  the 
Government  gave  3^  per  cent,  upon  it, 
^though  the  receipts  from  the  land 
might  not  amount  to  that.  By  so  doing 
they  did  away  with  one  of  the  great 
■deterrents  that  prevented  landlords  from 
^ling,  which  was  the  fear  that  the 
percentage  on  the  purchase  price  would 


not  be  sufficient  for  them  to  live  upon. 
Where  a  landlord  sold  to  the  tenant,  the 
Commissioners  were  in  an  entirely 
different  position.  In  that  transaction 
the  Commissioners  lent  the  money  and 
the  landlord  received  it  at  once.  There- 
fore the  State  did  not  feel  themselves 
bound  to  come  forward  and,  out  of 
public  money,  provide  what  might  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  claim  of  the  land- 
lord measured  at  3^  per  cent.  But  in 
order  that  he  might  receive  something 
equivalent  to  the  3|  per  cent.,  they 
provided  that  if  the  produce  of  the 
money  was  insufficient  to  pay  him  3^ 
per  cent,  he  should  be  entitled  to  go 
upon  the  principal  for  sufficient  to  keep 
his  income  up  to  the  3J  per  cent,  lerel 
for  twelve  months.  It  was  true  that 
that  was  at  the  expense  of  the  remainder- 
man, but  inasmuch  as  the  landlord  had 
chosen  to  deal  with  his  tenant  direct,  if 
anybody  was  to  suffer  it  was  more 
rational  that  it  should  be  the  remainder- 
man rather  than  the  State,  who,  in  the 
transaction,  only  assumed  the  character 
of  a  lender  of  the  money. 

*SiB  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  as  an 
estate  meant  anything  the  Commis- 
sioners chose  to  call  an  estate,  it  might 
be  a  portion  of  an  estate.  In  such  a  case 
a  landlord  who  sold  three  or  four  hold- 
ings might  get  advantages  from  which 
another  landlord  selling  an  equal  number 
of  holdings  direct  to  his  tenants  would 
be  precluded.  The  transfer  of  land  in 
many  parts  would  be  best  promoted  by 
a  gradual  process,  and  he  knew  several 
cases  where  two  or  three  tenants  had 
bought,  and  then  the  surrounding 
tenants,  when  they  saw  the  advantages, 
had  come  in  afterwards.  Sales  would 
not  be  accelerated  by  penalising  the 
landlord  who,  from  the  circumstances 
of  his  estate,  desired  to  deal  with  the 
individual  tenants. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  in  many  cases  the  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  the  purchase  money  of  an 
estate  would  produce  the  income  of  the 
landlord  had  acted  as  a  great  deterrent 
to  purchase,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  stated  that  this  provision  had 
been  inserted  to  get  rid  of  that  deterrent. 
To  the  extent  to  which  that  deterrent 
had  been  removed  in  the  case  of  sales  to 
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the  Commission,  its  existence  had 
been  emphasised  in  the  case  of  sales 
direct  to  the  tenants.  The  two 
methods  of  sale  ought  to  receive  equal 
treatment,  but  here  a  preference  was 
given  to  one  mode  as  against  the  other. 
In  the  one  case  the  landlord  secured 
3J  per  cent.,  while  in  the  other  he  ran 
a  certain  ri>k. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON 
thought  it  very  unfair  that  the  land- 
lord who  dealt  direct  with  his  tenants 
should  have  to  take  money  from  bis 
children  or  the  remainder  men  to  bring 
his  income  up  to  the  3|  per  cent,  level. 
It  was  rather  shabby  on  the  part  of  the 
1  reasury  to  insist  on  that,  and  he 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  avoid 
making  this  invidious  distinction. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  had  always 
understood  the  view  of  the  Government 
to  be  that  direct  sale  should  be  the  normal 
transaction.  This  provision,  however, 
would  ofiFer  the  greatest  possible  incen- 
tive to  the  landlord  to  sell  to  the  Land 
Commission ;  in  fact,  it  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  prevent  men  selling  direct 
who  otherwise  would  do  so.  The  pro- 
vision was  altogether  inconsistent  with 
'  the  view  the  Government  had  over  and 
over  again  expressed.  It  was  necessary 
to  have  both  methods  of  sale,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  it  might  be 
desirable  that  the  sales  should  be  largely 
to  the  Commission,  but  fair  play  must 
be  given  to  both  systems.  This  provision 
penalised  the  very  procedure  which  the 
Government  had  declared  they  wished 
to  see  generally  adopted. 

Mr.  GORDON  could  not  see  any 
logic  for  the  reason  given  for  the 
distinction.  If  the  Treasury  were  put 
to  greater  expense  or  had  to  provide 
a  large  sum  of  money,  he  could 
understand  it,  but  neither  of  those 
conditions  obtained.  In  each  case 
they  were  dealing  with  the  difference 
between  what  the  price  wouU  produce 
and  the  3^  per  cent.  It  was  desirable 
that  landlords  and  tenants  should  deal 
direct  with  one  another  as  far  as 
possible,  and  that  no  distinction 
should  be  made.  He  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would    give  way    on    the   point. 

Mr.  Blake. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  this  sul- 
section,  if  it  favoured  either,  favoured 
the  landlord  who  dealt  directly  with  his 
tenant  rather  than  the  landlord  who 
sold  to  the  Commission.  The  landlord 
who  sold  to  the  Land  Commission  went 
at  once  on  the  3^  per  cent,  basis,  where- 
as the  landlord  who  conducted  his  own 
negotiations  continued  to  draw  rent 
for  a  longer  period,  so  that  the  gap 
before  the  cessation  of  the  rent-paying 
andthe  investment  of  the  purchase  money 
was  shorter. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  pointed  out 
that  the  Attorney- General  had  just 
declared  that  the  existing  system  acted 
as  a  deterrent,  because  the  landlords 
were  afraid  they  would  not  gtt  sufficient 
money  to  preserve  their  income.  That 
was  inconsi'^tent  with  the  argument  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  adducing. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM    said   he   did    not 
hear  the  speech  of  the  Attorney-General, 
but  he  was   clear  that  the  sub-section 
acted  rather  in  favour  of  the  direct  sale 
than  otherwise.    In  the  case  of  a  sale  to 
the   Land  Commission,  as  soon  as  the 
estimated  price  had  been  assented  to  by 
the  landlord   and  three-fourths  of  the 
tenants,  and  the   estate  was    vested  in 
the    Land    Commission,    the    landlord 
immediately  went    on  the  3^  per  cent, 
basis.    In  the  case  of  the  landlord  selling 
direct  the  question  of  the  three-fourths 
did  not    arise,   and   the    interval     was 
shorter  than  in  the  other  case.    Under 
Sub-section  (2)  the   Land   Commission 
would  be    drawing  rents  for  a  certain 
period,  out  of  which  it  would  be  easy  to 
take  3^  per  cent,  so  that,   while  the 
Treasury  would  not  gain  they  were  not 
exposed  to  loss,  and  the  solvency  of  the 
land  purchase    transaction    would     be 
strengthened.    In  the  case  of  a  direct 
sale    the  contingency  of   3^  per  coit. 
not  being   available  was  very  remote ; 
but  it  had  to  be  provided  for,  and,  as 
the  money  was  there,  the  Government 
held  it  was  better  that  the  landlord  should 
have  a  certainty  of  3J  per  cent,  than  be 
exposed  to  the  chance  of  lees  than  3^  per 
cent.  Of  course,  in  the  long  run,  the  Jand- 
lord  was  anticipating  the  aid  grant,  but  in 
the    opinion  of  the    Government    the 
interregnum  in  the  case  of  a  direct  sale 
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would  be  shorter  than  in  the  case  of  a 
sale  to  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
said  the  speeches  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  the  Attorney-General  were  absolutely 
inconsistent.  It  was  the  distribution  that 
caused  the  delay,  and  the  landlord  after 
he  made  his  agreement  could  not  draw 
rent  J  and  he  would  only  be  getting 
interest  on  his  purchase  money.  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  stated  that  the  owner 
who  had  sold  to  his  tenants  direct  could 
prolong  the  payment  beyond  the  date  of 
the  agreement.  He  could  not  get  rent 
beyond  the  date  of  the  agreement^  and 
after  that  date  a  whole  year  must  elapse 
in  most  cases.  The  consequence  would 
be  that  they  would  have  the  sales  blocked 
because  under  Section  8  the  Land  Com- 
mission could  not  hold  more  than 
£50,00,000  worth  of  property. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  if  it  was  not  a 
fact  that  when  a  landlord  sold  an  estate 
and  the  agreement  was  arrived  at, 
in  the  interval  between  that  and  the 
final  completion  of  the  transaction  and 
the  payment  of  the  money  the  tenant  had 
to  pay  4  per  cent. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  when  a 
landlord  came  before  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, and  the  Commission  agreed,  a  vesting 
order  was  made  immediately.  The 
money  was  then  put  into  Court  and  the 
Conunission  had  their  fund  out  of  which 
they  could  get  the  money  to  pay  3^  per 
cent,  on  the  purchase  money  for  twelve 
months.  In  the  other  case,  when  the 
agreement  was  made  between  the  land- 
lord and  the  individual  tenant,  rent 
ceased  at  the  date  of  the  agreement. 

Mb.  DILLON  asked  if  it  was  not  a 
fact  at  the  present  moment  when  the}' 
sold  an  estate  in  Ireland,  that  when  the 
purchase  agreement  was  signed  the  rent 
stopped,  and  then  the  tenant  went  on 
aDd  continued  to  pay  4  per  cent., 
on  the  purchase  money.  In  that 
case  the  statement  of  the  Attorney- 
General  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
facts,  because  he  stated  that  the  moment 
the  agreement  to  sell  was  signed  all  rents 
stopped,  and  there  was  no  fund  except 
that  which  arose  from  the  investment  of 
the  ptirchaBe  money. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  when  the 
vesting  order  was  made  then  the  tenant's 
payment  of  4  per  cent,  ceased. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  rather 
difficult  to  explain  how  these  things 
worked  out.  He  was  perfectly  clear, 
however,  that  the  general  effect  of  con- 
tributing under  Sub-section  3  would  be 
to  put  a  premium  upon  the  direct  sale 
of  land.  When  the  landlord  sold  directly 
to  the  Land  Commission  he  got  3^  per 
cent.,  but  when  he  sold  to  his  tenants  he 
went  on  getting  the  rents  for  a  longer 
period.  They  could  not  lay  down  a  rule 
that  it  would  take  so  long  in  one  case 
and  so  long  in  another,  but  the  general 
effect  would  be  that  3J  per  cent,  would 
be  paid  for  a  longer  perioa  in  the  case  of  a 
tenant  of  the  Land  Commission  than  in 
the  case  of  the  landlord.  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  if  he  left  out  this  sub- 
section hon.  Members,  after  considering 
its  ramifications,  would  wish  to  have  it 
re-inserted. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  that  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  admit 
that  the  landlord  who  sold  direct  to  his 
tenants  could  not  get  rent  after  the  date 
of  the  agreement  for  purchase.  A  whole 
year  elapsed  in  most  cases,  and  during 
that  time  he  would  not  be  getting  rent, 
but  instalments  of  purchase  money, 
which  might  be  insufficient. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  where  the  landlord  sold 
direct  to  the  tenant  all  the  agreements 
for  the  whole  estate  were  signed  about 
the  same  time.  In  the  case  of  a  sale  to 
the  Land  Commission  a  period  of  ne- 
gotiation came  after  the  sale.  Conse- 
quently, the  3}  per  cent,  period  was 
longer  than  the  other. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said 
this  clause  simply  referred  to  a  case 
after  a  vesting  order  had  been  made  or 
the  money  had  been  paid  into  the  bank. 
When  the  money  was  paid  into  the 
bank  it  was  invested  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest  than  3^  per  cent.  It  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  have  any  other 
result.  In  the  one  case  the  Land  Com- 
mission received  the  rent,  and  therefore 
they  could  afford  to  pay  3^  per  cent. ; 
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but  in  the  other  case  they  received  the 
rent-charge,  vrhich  was  about  the  same 
thing.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
shabby  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  throw  what  he  still  considered  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  direct  sales  to 
tenants. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  that  under  this 
sub-section  interest  was  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  3^  per  cent.  He  contended  that 
this  applied  to  both  classes  of  cases  and 
in  each  case  3|  per  cent,  was  possible. 
The  section  seemed  to  apply  to  both 
classes  of  cases.  In  that  case  the  deficit 
would  have  been  paid  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  and  the  transaction  was  going 
to  be  a  more  profitable  one.  The  net 
result  would  be  that  there  would  be 
more  money  to  meet  the  intervening 
period.  It  was  rather  a  singular  pro- 
vision which  was  contemplated  in  this  case 
while  no  deficit  was  contemplated  in  the 
other  case.  He  thought  this  must  mean 
a  general  provision  for  the  payment  of 
interest  at  3 J  per  cent.,  but  in  case  of 
direct  sales  if  there  was  a  deficit  it  was 
to  be  borne  by  the  purchase  money. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  in  the  case 
of  a  sale  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
there  could  be  no  deficit.  In  this  case 
if  they  were  to  drop  the  subjection 
the  only  result  would  be  that  if  there 
-was  any  deficit  the  landlord  would  bear 
it.  There  was  no  proposal  to  spend 
money  upon  this,  and  certainly  no  money 
would  be  spent  on  direct  sales  to  the 
Land  Oommission.  They  certainly  did 
not  propose  to  spend  money  on  direct 
sales  to  the  tenants.  After  all,  the 
position  of  the  Irish  landlord  was  not 
so  very  bad  that  they  would  have 
nothing  left  of  the  purchase  money. 
He  promised  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  doing  something  in  the  case  of  men 
who  were  really  bankrupt. 

Me.  FFRENCH  (Wexforf,  S.)  asked 
whether  the  bonus  would  be  available 
in  cases  where  bargains  were  made 
between  landlords   and  tenants  direct 

Me.  WYNDHAM  was  understood  to 
fiay  that  it  would. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Herbert  Eoberison. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  8,  after  the  word  'claim' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  in  respect  of  any 
premium  or  any  policy  of  insurance  charged  on 
the  lands  sold.     — (Sir  Lewit  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  WALTER  THORBURN  (Peebles 
and  Selkirk)  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Government  would  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. What  was  proposed  was  just 
and  reasonable. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  this  matter.  He 
knew  the  kind  of  case  to  which  his 
hon.  friend  referred.  It  was  the  case 
where  a  tenant  for  life  went  to  tin 
insurance  company  and  gave  a  mortgage 
on  the  land  at  5  per  cent.  The  tenai  t 
for  Ufe  insured  his  life  at  a  certain 
premium,  and  he  rharged  this  premium 
on  the  land  in  addition  to  the  mortgage 
debt  and  the  interest.  It  was  more  or 
\«ea  a  contingent  liability.  While  he 
thought  it  was  quite  right  that  the 
mortgage  and  the  interest  on  it  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
he  was  very  much  afraid  that  a  coUateial 
and  contingent  charge  of  this  kind  might 
very  often  crush  out  some  pecuniary 
encumbrances.  It  was  not  by  any  means 
clear  how  that  had  been  charged.  It 
was  not  an  annual  charge.  It  was  only 
ultimately  in  the  case  of  default  by  the 
insurer  that  the  land  was  come  down 
upon.  More  consideration  would  be  re- 
quired to  see  what  particular  method 
could  be  adopted  whereby  the  placing  of 
this  contingent  liability,  in  addition  to 
the  mortgage  and  interest  secured  by  it, 
might  not  crush  out  a  pecuniary 
encumbrancer. 

♦Sir  LEWIS  McIVER  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
instanced  by  way  of  illustration  of  the 
nature  of  the  liability  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  investor  who  instructed  his 
solicitor  to  invest  XI, 000  in  land  mortgage 
in  Ireland  on  a  life  interest.  The  invari- 
able practice  in  such  cases  was  to  receive 
a  policy  of  insurance  as  collateral  security, 
and  to  make  the  premium  on  that  policy 
a  charge  on  the  land  of  the  mortgagor 
who  had  the  life  interest.  These  pre- 
miums  were  an   integral  part   of  the 
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mortgage.  They  were  not  contingent. 
They  were  simply  part  of  the  transaction. 
All  that  he  claimed  by  the  Amend- 
ment was  that  the  mortgagee  should  haye 
the  fuU  benefit  of  the  mortgage  of  which 
the  policy  of  insurance  was  only  an 
incident. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment  at  this  s  age, 
t>ut  he  would  consider  the  matter. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•Mr.  HEMPHILL  moved  the  proviso 
to  Sub-section  (6)  of  Clnuse  22,  with 
the  object  of  safeguarding  the  interests 
of  parties  concerned  in  cases  of  sale 
where  disputes  arose  over  the  distri 
bution  of  the  purchase  money.  This 
sub-section  was  a  most  important  one, 
because  it  laid  down  what  was  to  be 
done  with  the  purchase-money  after  an 
estate  had  been  sold,  the  vesting  order 
made,  and  the  tenant  put  in  poeses- 
flioQ  as  the  owner  in  fee.  Of  course 
the  tenant  was  in  no  way  interested  in 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  purchase- 
money  of  the  estate.  He  thought  they 
might  assume — and  he  said  it  with 
some  regret — that  a  majority  of  the 
«state8  in  Ireland  which  would  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  were  encumbered — some  of  them 
very  heavily  encumbered.  He  doubted 
whether  there  was  a  single  owner  of  an 
«state  with  a  clean  bill  of  health,  as.it 
were,  who  would  take  advantage  of  the 
Act  The  sub-section  dealt  with  an 
important  part  of  the  purchase-money 
in  a  perfunctory  way.     It  said — 

"  After  the  veatinf;  order,  or  the  payment 
into  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be, 
has  been  made,  no  proceedings  shall  be  taken, 
without  leave  of  the  Land  Commission,  in 
respect  of  a,nj  claim  against  the  purchase- 
money,  or  the  moome  thereof." 

In  dealing  with  his  Amendment  he 
«Bked  the  Committee  to  keep  in  view 
the  eighth  sub-section,  which  went  on 
to  show  how  the  purchase-money  was 
to  be  dealt  with.  What  he  proposed 
was  that  the  money  in  dispute  should 
be  paid  into  Court,  that  being  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  en- 
■emmfazaneers.  When  the  money  was  in 
OoTirt  it  could  not  be  paid  out  until 
dose  investigation  had  taken  place  as  to 
whether  the  whole  or  part  was  due  to 


the  claimant,  and  also  as  to  the  relation 
iu  which  he  stood  to  the  other  en- 
cumbrancers.  This  was  a  matter  they 
could  not  deal  with  by  any  rule  of 
thumb.  The  proviso  he  proposed  to 
add  did  not  interfere  with  the  general 
policy  of  the  Act,  or  in  any  way  retard 
the  conversion  of  the  tenant  into  the 
fee-simple  proprietor.  It  was  all  very 
well  in  theory,  but  when  it  came  to 
practice  that  was  a  different  thing.  He 
gave  the  three  Commissioners  credit 
For  being,  if  they  Uked,  the  greatest  ad- 
ministrators that  had  ever  sat  on  any 
tribunal,  but  there  were  only  three  of 
them,  with  only  three  brains,  and  three 
hearts  to  keep  alive,  and  they  could  not 
go  through  all  this  business  without  con- 
siderable assistance.  If  an  attempt  was 
made  to  force  these  enormous  duties 
upon  them  there  would  be  innumerable 
mistakes,  and  great  injustice  would  be 
done  to  the  community.  The  time  had 
gone  by  when  technicMities  caused  delays 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  there  was 
now  no  moro  difficulty  in  getting  money 
out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  than  out  of 
any  other  Court.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  22,  after  the  word  'thereof 
to  insert  tne  words  '  Provided  that  any  person 
making  any  claim  against  the  parchase  money, 
or  the  income  thereof,  may  apply  to  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  to  have  the  said  pur- 
chase money  paid  into  the  High  Court  to  he 
distributed  thereby ;  and  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner, if  satisfied  that  the  said  claim  is  bond 
fide,  and  that  a  dispute  exists  as  to  the  title 
to,  or  distribution  of,  or  payment  of  the  said 
purchase  monev,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of  the 
income  thereof,  shall  make  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  purchase  money,  or  any 
part  thereof  as  to  which  a  dispute  exists,  and 
the  income  thereof,  into  the  High  Court,  to  be 
distributed  among  and  paid  to  tfae  parties 
entitled  thereto  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
were  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  ordered 
to  be  sold  by  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court  under  its  ordinary  jurisdiction.'  "— 
(Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  there  was  an 
axiom  that  the  multiplicity  of  siuts  ought 
to  be  obviated,  but  under  such  a  clause 
as  was  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
it  would  be  possible  to  establish  half  a 
dozen  Chancery  suits,  or  more.  [An  Hon. 
Member:  That  is  what  he  wants.] 
In  addition  to  the  general  provision  made 
for  the  distribution  of  the  purchase  money 
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the  64th  Clause  provided  that  questions 
of  law  arising  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  might  be  taken  to  any  Division  or 
Judge  o?  the  High  Court.  All  the  rest 
thereof  was  a  matter  of  administration. 
It  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the 
purchase  money  was  to  be  consumed  in 
Chancery  costs. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

A  mendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  23,  after  the  word  '  estate,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  where  the  purchase  money 
thereof  is  eaffioient  to  discharge  all  claims 
afTecting  same,  and.' " — {Sir  Levm  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negat  ved. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  14,  line  40,  after  the  second  word 
'  the,'  to  insert  the  words  '  Local  Registration 
of  Title  Office.'"— (Jfr.  Wyndhcan.) 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  22,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  23. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  16,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  twelve  months,'  and  insert  the  words  '  two 
veetrs.' " — {Mr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'twelve  months'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  period 
of  twelve  months  had  been  chosen  after 
great  consideration ;  it  at  once  protected 
the  landlord,  and  gave  a  stimulus  to 
despatch. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  23  agreed  to. 

Clause  24  agreed  to. 

Clause  25.  | 

Mr.  Atkinson. 


i  Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
I  Molton)  moved — 

j  "In  Clause  26,  page  16,  lines  11  and  12, 
I  leave  out '  two  and  three-quarters,'  and  insert 
['three.'" 

j  So  far  as  he  could  gather,  there  was  no 
i  probability  of  raising  this  huge  loan  of 
'  £12,000,000  at  2|  per  cent.,  because  at 
the  present  time  Irish  land  stock  stood, 
not  at  par,  but  at    92  for  every  100. 
The  most  recent  example  of  the  Govern- 
ment issuing  stock  was  the  Transvaal 
Loan,   but  that  was  not  issued    at  2| 
per  cent,  but  at  3  per  cent.    The  Trans- 
vaal had  enormous  possibilities  compared 
with     Irish    land;     it    had    enormoui 
quantities  of    gold  and  diamonds,   and 
he  did  not  know  that  Irish  land  was  si 
valuable    as    gold    and  diamonds.    H* 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  givs 
an    explanation  as  to  how  this  money 
was  to  be  raised,  and  at  what  price  it . 
was  estimated  it  could  be  raised.      As 
he  understood,  the   right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  was  going  to  raise  something  like 
£5,000,000   a  year  for   the    next    two 
years.     If  they  took   the  present  pries 
at  92,  that  meant  a  loss  of  £8  on  every 
XlOO  to  be  raised,  which  meant  a  loss 
of  .£400,000  a  year.    But,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  rate  of  purchase 
should   be   accelerated,   the  loss   which 
would  have  to  be  made  up  by  the  British 
taxpayer  would  amount  to  not  less  than 
£800,000  a  year.    The  whole  financial 
Press,  and  the  whole  financial  opinion  of 
the  country,  was  against  the  view  that  the 
£112,000,000  could  be  raised  at  2J  per 
cent.    This  £800,000  a  year  could  not  be 
covered    by    an    equivalent    grant    of 
£186,000  a  year,  and  really  he  did  not 
see  Irom  the  point  of  view  of  an  En^h- 
man  why  this  equivalent  grant  should 
be  used.     He  apprehended  that  in  the 
future  they  would  have  Irish  Members 
asking  for  more   money  for  educational 
purposes  that  were  required  so  uif^tly 
in  Ireland.      His   own  impression   was 
that    the  rate  was  put  at  a  low  level 
in  order  to  artificially  increase  the  price 
of  land  in  Ireland.     He  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  some  ezjdana- 
tion  as  to  how   this  money  would  be 
raised,  and  at  what  price  it  was  estimated 
that  it  could  be  raised,  because  the  whole 
financial  Press  and  the  whole  financial 
opinion  of  this  country  was  against  the 
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view  that  the  £112,000,000  could  f  be 
raised  at  2|  per  cent.  He  further 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  a  very  considerable  difficulty 
when  he  placed  this  loan  in  competition 
with  other  loans  of  a  similar  character. 
Surely  the  Transvaal  loan  gave  as  good 
security  as  this  Irish  loan,  and  that 
bad  to  be  raised  at  3  per  cent.,  so 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  not  count  upon  raising  the  money 
on  lower  terms.  What  grounds  had 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  supposing  that 
in  the  future  money  could  be  raised  on 
cheaper  terms  than  at  present  1  It 
might  be  cheaper,  but  it  might,  on  the 
other  hand,  be  dearer,  especially  if  the 
present  policy  of  the  Government  were 
pursued.  Therefore  without  going  into 
questions  of  detail  he  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  some 
information  upon  this  most  important 
point  because  it  affected  very  consider- 
ably the  security  of  the  Treasury  in 
guaranteeing  this  £112,000,000  at  2f 
per  cent. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  16,  lines  U  and  12,  to  leave  out  the 
words  'two  and  three-quarters,'  and  insert  the 
word  '  three.'  "—(Mr.  Lambert.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  invited  him  to  make  a 
statement  that  would  be  more  appro- 
priate on  a  First  Beading  than  on  a 
clause  in  Committee.  He  would  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  his  speech  in 
introducing  the  Bill  when  he  made  a 
careful  justification  of  the  financial 
foundations  of  the  measure.  It  was 
difficult — even  impossible — in  Committee 
to  develop  once  again  the  arguments 
he  then  laid  before  the  House.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  must  realise 
on  reflection  that  his  colleagues  and 
the  Guardian  of  the  Purse  would  not 
have  assented  to  the  financial  provisions 
of  this  Bill  except  after  long  and  anxious 
investigation.  The  hon.  Member  could 
take  it  from  him  that  this  was  not  a 
plan  devised  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 
In  arriving  at  it  recourse  had  been  had 
to  persons    not   connected     with    the 


Government,  whose  opinions  on  financial 
questions  were  valuable  and  always  on 
such  occasions  obtained.  He  had 
received  from  many  sources — perhaps 
people  more  competent  to  advise  on 
financial  matters  than  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  pretend  to  be — prospects  of 
the  future  that  could  be  regarded  with 
equanimity.  The  hon.  Member  seemed 
to  think  that  the  difference  would  fall 
perpetually  on  the  Irish  development 
grant.  That  was  not  so.  Assuming 
the  loan  as  floated  at  £95  or  even  £92, 
the  interest  on  the  difference  was  to  be 
paid  at  the  same  rate  as  the  repayment 
by  the  purchaser — viz.,  at  sixty-eight  and 
a  half  years.  It  would  be  found  that  the 
charge  would  not  fall  as  a  heavy 
burden  on  £185,000  a  year.  He 
apprehended  no  difficulty  on  that 
score.  The  hon.  Member  had  challenged 
his  estimate  of  the  security  of  the  whole 
transaction,  and  had  asked  them  only  to 
lend  the  money  to  Ireland  at  3  per  cent. 
He  could  not  repeat  what'  he  had 
already  said  on  the  question  of  security. 
They  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  Ireland, 
to  this  country,  and  to  the  Empire  to 
lend  the  money  at  the  lowest  possible 
rate.  Had  the  finances  of  the  Empire 
justified  it  they  would  have  been  glad 
to  lend  the  money  at  2^  per  cent.,  and 
then  the  period  of  lepayment  would 
have  been  less.  In  view  of  the  facts 
referred  to,  however,  that  had  been 
found  to  be  an  impracticable  policy. 
They  had  followed  the  most-favoured- 
nation policy  in  respect  to  Ireland  by 
letting  her  have  the  money  at  2|  per 
cent.,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  do.  He 
could  not  accept  any  Amendment  which 
would  shake  the  financial  foundation  of 
this  Bill  and  bring  it  with  a  crash  to 
the  ground. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  the 
purpose  of  the  Government  should 
always  be  to  raise  a  loan  at  a  natural 
interest  and  to  issue  it  at  par. 
They  knew  that  last  year  a  loan  of 
£30,000,000  was  issued  at  par,  and 
3  per  cent,  was  the  rate  of  interest 
upon  which  it  was  found  possible  to 
raise  the  money.  If  2f  per  cent,  was  the 
right  price  of  issue,  then  the  price  of 
the  Transvaal  loan  was  wrong,  and 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  reconcile 
the  difference   between  the  two  loans. 
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He  really  could  not  allow  these  financial 
clauaes  to  pass  without  reminding  the 
Committee  of  the  existence  of  the 
British  taxpayer,  and  of  the  fact  that 
the  security  for  this  loan  was  the  security 
that  he  furnished,  as  any  default  would 
have  to  be  made  good  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund»  in  which  the  British 
taxpayer  was  so  greatly  interested.  It 
was  an  invidious  thing  to  utter  a  dis 
cordant  note  when  two  sides  of  the 
House  so  seldom  in  agreement  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  each  other's  necks 
and  embrace  each  other.  If  he  were  to 
describe  the  present  condition  of  things 
from  the  fiscal  point  of  view,  he  should 
picture  up  a  remote  and  inaccessible 
cave  in  which  a  band  of  brigands  was 
engaged  in  cutting  the  throat  of  the 
British  taxpayer,  and  complaining  that 
he  did  not  bleed  to  death  quickly  enough. 
Far  be  it  from  him  to  disturb  the 
harmony,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
again  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
adequate  security  furnished  for  these 
sums  to  be  advanced  by  England.  There 
was  absolutely  no  limit  to  the  amount, 
of  the  loan.  £100,000,000  and 
£150,000,000  had  been  suggested,  and 
even  £200,000,000  had  been  men- 
tioned that  day  on  the  opposite  Benches. 
So  far  as  he  could  see,  so  long  as  there 
was  land  to  be  sold  in  Ireland  for  more 
than  it  was  worth,  and  there  were 
tenants  to  buy  for  l^s  than  it  was 
worth,  so  long  would  the  British  tax- 

g^yer  have  to  furnish  extra  millions, 
e  would  not  go  into  the  reasons  for 
thinking  that  the  security  was  in- 
adequate. In  his  opinion  the  whole 
finance  of  the  Bill  was  most  dis- 
appointing. The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  them  that  he  had  taken 
the  advice  of  financial  experts,  but  if 
that  had  been  done  surely  he  would 
have  been  advised  to  follow  the 
course  taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  deal  with  the  matter  not 
on  sentimental  or  political,  but  solely  on 
fiscal  grounds.  If  he  had  done  that  this 
stock  would  have  been  issued  at  3  per 
cent.  He  did  not  want  to  stop  the 
passage  of  the  Bill,  but  although  he  stood 
alone  he  felt  he  must  make  a  protest 
on  behalf  of  the  British  taxpayer  against 
the  facility,  and  even  the  wantonness, 
with  which  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
J/r.  Gibson  Bowles. 


persuaded  his  colleagues  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  the  British  taxpayer  to  an 
enormous  and  incalculable  extent.  If 
this  stood  alone  it  would  be  bad  enough, 
but  these  sums  were  to  be  put  on  our 
shoulders  at  a  time  when  other  vast 
sums  were  also  being  placed  there.  Be 
confessed  that  he  was  very  far  from 
envying  the  position  in  which  a  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  some  three  or 
tour  years  heuce  would  find  himself. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  this 
most  important  clause,  and  he  desired 
to  say  all  he  had  to  say  upon  the 
clause,  on  this  particular  Amendment^ 
because  he  went  very  strongly  in  the 
opposite  direction  to  the  Amendment. 
He  would  point  out  that  in  this  Bill,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Irish 
land  purchase,  the  financial  scheme 
proposed  to  issue  the  stodc  at  a  hi^er 
rate  of  interest  than  the  rate  of 
interest  on  Consols.  Many  Irish  Land 
Acts  had  been  passed,  commencing; 
with  the  Ashbourne  Acts,  and  in  everj 
single  instance  the  land  stock,  whether 
paid  to  the  landlord  direct  as  by  the  Act 
of  1891  or  the  Act  of  1888,  the  stock  had 
always  been  issued  at  the  same  rate  of 
interest  as  Consols.  But  that  was  not 
all.  This  stock  was  to  be  irredeemable 
for  thirty  years.  He  objected  very 
strongly  to  that  and  urged  that  it  should 
be  issued  at  2^  per  cent. 

*Mr.  SEYMOUR  OBMSBY-GORE: 
And  at  the  same  price  as  Consols. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  it  was  not  for  him 
to  say.  His  desire  was  to  point  out  what 
a  serious  effect  this  would  have  on  the 
people  of  Ireland.  On  such  a  large 
transaction  \  per  cent,  was  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Amendment  spoke  of  the 
present  state  of  the  money  market  and 

Kinted  out  that  Consols  were  much 
low  par,  but  hon.  Gentlemen  must 
remember  that  within  the  last  seven 
years  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, owing  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
Consols,  declared  the  price  to  which 
they  had  risen  to  be  a  public  danger. 
Consols,  it  was  true,  were  below  par  now, 
but  he  saw  no  reason  why,  if  there  were 
no  fresh  war,  they  should  not  rise  above 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


1098  Irish  [I  July  1903} 

par  in  the  course  of  the  next  five  or  siz 
years.     In  that   case  this  2f  per  cent, 
■toek,   which    was   not   rede  mable  for 
thirty  years,  might  rise  to  115  or  even 
120,  and  the  effect  on  the  Irish  tenant 
woiild  be  unfortunate,  for  his  redemption 
period  would  be  considerably  lengthened, 
and  he  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  great 
deal  more  money.    When  Consols  rose 
to  114  five  years  ago  they  were  told  by 
the  then  Cnancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  the  whole  of  the  debt  would  be  paid 
off  in  twenty-five  years,  and  if  the  Sinking 
Fund    were     to     rise    to    the    figure 
mentioned    by   the  Chancellor    of  the 
Exchequer     in     his     Budget     speech 
Consols     would    undoubtedly    go     up. 
Tiiis  stock  ought  to  be  issued  at  2^  per 
rent.      The     result    no    doubt    would 
be     that  for    the    first  two   or   three 
years  a  heavy  loss  would  have  to   be 
made    up    by   a    comparatively    sma  1 
charge   on  the  savings   from  Irish  ex- 
penditure, and  on  the  Irish  equivalent 
grant.     And   if  at    the    end    of  three 
or  four  years   it  M-as  found    the  stock 
was  not  rising,  and   there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  it  standing  at  par,  then  it  would 
be  competent  for  the  Government  by  a 
one-clause  Bill  to  alter  the  stock  and 
turn  it  into  2|  per  cent.    If  they  began 
with  a  2|  per  cent,  stock  they  could  not 
turn  back.    Then,  again,  by  making  the 
interest   on  the   annuity  3^    per  cent, 
instead  of  3^  per  cent,  the  Government 
were  taking  another  vicious  departiire 
from  a  financial  point  of  view,  for  they 
were  cutting  down  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
a  point  unsafe  both  for  the  tenants  and 
the  Treasury.    The  principle  on  which 
the  decadal   system   was   founded   was 
the   proper   principle  to  adopt.     That 
system  was  a  great  advantage  both  to 
the  tenants  and  to  the  Treasury.    Then 
further  reductions    were    given   at  the 
end  of  the  second  and  third  terms  of  ten 
years,  and  by  that  system  great  relief 
was  afforded  to  the  tenants,  while  it  was 
also  a  great  system  of  insurance  for  the 
taxpayer.    As  far  as  human  foresight 
could  do  it,  that  system  provided  against 
all  future  contingencies  or  depression  in 
agriculture,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
placed  on  a  secure  basis.     By  fixing  the 
interest   now   at  2f  per   cent  and  the 
annuity  at  3|  per  cent.,  the  Government 
proposed  to  cut  down  the  Sinking  Fund 
from  £1  5s.  to  10s.,  with  the  result  that 
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it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  gire 
any  decadal  system  of  reductions  worth 
considering.  He  spoke  in  this  matter 
for  himself;  but  he  had  a  strong  view 
as  to  the  desirabiUty  of  making  this 
a  sound  system  of  finance.  In  1877,  if 
any  one  had  proposed  to  settle  the  land 
question  by  the  perpetuation  of  the  then 
existing  rents,  the  proposal  would  have 
been  accepted  readily ;  and  the  result 
would  have  been  national  bankruptcy. 
Who  could  say  with  confidence  that  a 
reduction  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  present 
judicial  rents  would  be  suflSoient  to  carry 
over  the  events  of  the  next  sixty-eight 
years  1  The  system  of  decadal  reductions 
was  one  of  the  greatest  improvements 
introduced  into  the  system  of  land 
purchase,  and  he  deeply  regretted  that 
the  Government  had  made  this  de- 
parture from  that  plan.  He  was 
strongly  opposed  to  the  finance  of 
this  fill  as  unjust  to  the  tenants,  and, 
having  regard  to  the  vicissitudes  of 
agriculture,  as  less  safe  than  the  system 
which  had  worked  so  admirably  in  the 
past.  He  would  have  wished  to  see  the 
stock  issued  at  2^  per  cent,  for  the 
first  few  years  at  any  rate,  whatever 
the  price  it  would  fetch,  and  the 
annuity  fixed  at  3^  per  cent. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Mngton,  K)  said  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  exercised  a; 
Tcry  wise  discretion  in  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest  on  this  new  stock  at  2f 
per  cent.  This  stock  was  to  be  issued 
gradually,  and  its  amount  was  an  un- 
known quantity.  That  fact  in  itself 
would  opera' e  against  any  undue  rise 
in  the  value  of  the  stock. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  had  heard 
with  intense  gratification  the  encomiums 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  had 
poured  upon  the  Land  Act  of  1896. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  said  that  as  he  had 
received  no  support  except  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  he  should 
not  press  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  25  agreed  to. 
Glauses  26  to  39  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  paee  21,  line  4,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
sections (1)  to  (6),  inclusive,  and  insert  the 
words  '  (1)  Every  advance  shall  be  repaid  by 
means  of  a  purchase  annuity,  calculated  at  the 
rate  of  three  pounds  five  shillings  for  every 
hundred  pounds  of  the  advance,  and  so  in 
Droportion  for  any  less  sum.'"— (Jfr.  Wynd- 
nam.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  half-past  seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Committee    report  Progress ; 
again  this  evening. 


to    sit 


EVENINQ  SITTING. 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LoWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  40. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  protested 
against  the  abolition  of  the  rent-charge. 
It  WM  a  la^e,  democratic  proposal  for 
a  Unionist  Government  to  submit,  and 
he  complained  that  there  had  been  no 
opportunity  to  discuss  it. 

Clause  40  agreed  to. 

Clause  41. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  for  some  assur- 
ance that  from  time  to  time  the  Treasury 
regulations  under  this  clause  and  similar 
clauses  would  be  communicated  to  Parlia- 
ment, in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  that 
the  tenants  were  receiving  fair-play. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  that  the 
suggestion  was  a  proper  one,  and  he 
woiud  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  TULLY  suggested  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  whereby  the 
tenant  who  had  [saved  money,  say  in  a 
good  harvest  year,  might  be  enabled  to 


send  it  through  the  Post  Office  in  order 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  his  indebtednera 
to  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM    said    he    would 

consider  that  suggestion  also. 

Mr.  HEALY  pointed  out  that  if 
a  tenant  had  an  exceptionally  good 
harvest  it  was  quite  possible  that  he 
might  like  to  pay  2^  yearly  payments 
at  once. 


Clause  41  agreed  to. 
Clause  42. 


♦Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 
said  he  was  afraid  the  voice  of  the  British 
taxpayer  was  "  the  voice  of  one  crying 
in   the    wilderness,"  but  he  could    not 
allow  a   clause  which   proposed  to  raid 
the      Treasury     to      the      extent       of 
£12,000,000  to   pass  without  a  protest 
from   an    English    representative.      He 
had  no  objection  to  the  landowners  of 
Ireland   being   fairly,  even   generously, 
treated  in  the  matter  of  the  purchase 
money ;  but  the  purchase  price  to  b« 
offered  by  the   tenants  for  the  estat«a 
was    treating    them    very   generously. 
They  were  proposing  that  the  landovnen 
should  get  a  price  amounting   to    from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  years    purchase  of 
the  rental,  which  was  far  in  excess  of 
the  general  price  which  had  been  paid 
to  them  in  the  past.    Therefore  no  one 
could  suggest  that  the  taxpayer  was  not 
treating    Irish   landowners  generously, 
quite  a  part  from  this  £1 2,000,000.   In  his 
judgment  this  payment  was  entirely  un- 
necessary.   It  was  said  that  it  was  to  be 
given   as    a  bribe  to  induce  the  Irish 
landowners  to  sell,  but  he  saw  no  reason 
why  the  Bill  should  not  have  been  made 
a   compulsory  measure.      If   that    had 
been  done  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  this  bribe.    Why  should  this  not  be 
a  compulsory  Act  t    They  had  reached  in 
this  country  the  point  that  where  they 
considered  the  purchase  of  any  property 
was   to  the  public  interest,  private  in- 
terests must  be  over-ridden.     That  had 
been  done  in  the  case   of   the  London 
Water  Board,  to  which  the  water  com- 
panies were  compelled  to  sell  their  pro- 
perty at  a  fair  price  because  it  was  con- 
sidered to  be  in  the  public  interest,  and 
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in  the  Act  which  governed  that  matter 
a  clause  specifically  stated  that  no  com- 
pensation should  b«  given  for  compulsory 
sale.  The  same  thing  is  happening  in 
the  case  of  the  London  docks,  and  the 
case  perhaps  was  a  better  analogy 
to  this  case  because  there  the  dock 
companies  had  to  part  with  real  estate. 
He  failed  to  see  why  special  compen- 
sation should  be  given  to  Irish  land- 
owners when,  in  the  public  interest,  it 
was  withhekl  from  the  owners  of  the 
metropolitan  water  companies  and  of 
the  London  docks.  He  regarded  this  as 
the  greatest  blot  on  the  Bill,  and  said  it 
could  only  be  defended  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  assent 
of  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  passing  of 
the  measure.  He  looked  upon  this  com- 
pensation as  a  bribe  to  satisfy  the  House 
of  Lords,  who  always  looked  after  the 
interests  of  their  friendts,  and  he  hoped 
the  British  people  would  recognise  that 
this  was  not  the  first  occasion  on  which 
they  had  had  to  pay  a  considerable  price 
for  such  an  anachronism  in  the  twentieth 
century  as  that  Assembly.  He  protested 
against  this  grant  of  £12,000,000,  which 
in  his  opinion  was  absolutely  unneces- 
sary.     He  therefore  begged   to    move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In   page   22,  line  9,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section {I).— (Mr.  Athton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-section  1 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  those  who  felt  strongly  on  the 
principle  underlying  this  transaction, 
and  at  the  same  time  felt  warm  sym- 
pathy with  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people 
to  obtain  a  settlement  on  this  land 
qaestion,  thought  it  only  right  to  enter 
their  protest  against  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  a  wrong  application  of 
gnblic  money.  A  large  share  of  this 
urden  would  fall  on  the  Irish  taxpayer. 
It  would  fall  far  more  heavily  vn  him 
than  on  the  English  taxpayer.  He  had 
voted  two  years  ago  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  for  compul- 
sory land  purchase  and  8:)le  at  a  fair 
price.  But  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
absolutely  unsound  where  they  were 
proceeding  on  a  voluntary  basis  as  in 
the  present  Bill,  with  all  the  credit  of 
the    United   Kingdom    behind  it,  that 


this  enormous  bribe  should  be  given  in 
addition  to  stimulate  artificially  these 
transactions.  He  had  spoken  on  the 
Second  Reading  strongly  against  the 
pressing  of  purchase  on  terms  econ- 
omically impossible  for  the  Irish  tenants 
in  view  of  the  profitable  working  of 
their  holdings  in  the  future.  He  had 
protested  then  against  the  extra  burden 
thus  placed  on  Irish  agriculture,  amd 
though  the  evil  had  been  lessened  by  the 
wide  and  generous  concession  of  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  as  to  bargaining  outside 
the  zone"!,  the  protest  still  held  good. 
Now  he  had  to  protest  against  this 
bonus  also.  It  was  obvious  the  bonus 
would  have  the  eflfect  not  only  of 
inducing  the  landlords  to  sell,  but  also 
ot  inducing  the  tenants  to  buy  at  a 
far  higher  price  than  they  would 
otherwise  do.  The  amount  of  the  rents 
estimated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
first  introducing  the  Bill  was  £4,000,000, 
which,  capitalised  at  the  average  years 
purchase  contemplated  in  the  Bill, 
meant  at  least  a  sum  of  £100,000,000 
to  be  advanced  by  the  taxpayers  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  But  at  the  average 
price  under  the  Ashbourne  Acts,  eighteen 
years  purchase,  £72,000,000,  was  the 
actual  market  value  of  the  land.  With 
the  bonus  of  £12,000,000  provided  by 
this  clause,  and  the  excess  sum  of 
£28,000,000  given  by  the  terms  of  the 
Bill  in  excess  of  the  true  market  value, 
theGovernment  were  giving  £40,000,000 
in  excess  of  what  would  have  been  given 
to  the  landlords  if  they  had  to  part  with 
their  land  under  compulsory  sale  at  a 
fair  price.  That  sum  of  £40,000,000 
represented  an  addition  of  about  60  per 
cent,  to  the  value  of  the  land  instead  of 
the  usual  10  per  cent,  for  compulsory 
expropriation.  They  were  actually 
giving  about  six  times  the  amount  of 
compensation  which  would  be  given  to 
an  English  landlord  who  was  expro- 
priated in  the  public  interest.  Of  that 
£40,000,000,  £28,000,000  would  be  paid 
entirely  by  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  and 
this  £12,000,000  fell  with  wholly  dis- 
proportionate weight  on  Ireland.  Of 
the  £390,000  in  any  one  year,  £250,000 
was  to  be  found  by  economies  in  Irish 
administration,  and  much  of  this  meant 
a  loss  to  Ireland.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  immense  advantages  which  the 
landlords    of  Ireland  got  out  of  this  Bill 
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were  such  that  they  could  very 
well  do  without  this  £12,000,000. 
Even  if  the  total  price  could  now  be 
bargained  down  a  little  towards  the 
Ashbourne  level,  it  was  unjust,  and  more 
unjust  even  to  Ireland  than  to  England, 
to  add  five  to  eight  years  purchase  by 
means  of  this  bonus.  Most  of  these 
estates — those  not  included  in  the  con- 
gested districts — had  their  "slum"  comers 
— areas  in  which  there  was  no  economic  rent 
whatever,  and  the  whole  value  had  been 
created  by  the  tenants  themselves.  Yet 
we  were  buying  out  such  districts  as 
if  they  were  Ejiglish  managed  estates, 
and  at  enormously  enhanced  values. 
He  had  always  supported  land  legislation 
for  Ireland  in  which  the  principles  to 
which  he  attached  great  importance 
were  not  violated,  but  they  were  now 
being  asked  in  a  thoroughly  unsound 
scheme  to  guarantee  to  a  certain  class 
of  Irish  landlords,  who,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  had  contributed  nothing  to  the 
land,  a  sum  three,  four,  and  five  times 
more  than  they  would  get  in  this  country 
if  they  were  compulsoriiy  expropriated 
from  estates  where  they  h&d  made  all  the 
improvements,  and  very  nearly  half  as 
much  again  as  they  would  have  got  in 
their  own  country  under  a  fair  assess- 
ment of  the  value  of  their  land.  They 
all  knew  perfectly  well  that  such  pro- 
posals would  never  have  been  made  or 
supported  but'for  the  fact  that  the  Irish 
landlords  exercised  a  controlling  influ- 
ence in  another  place,  and  were  thus 
able  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which  any 
Bill  should  pass.  He  wished  to  protest 
in  the  name  of  Ireland  quite  as  much  as 
on  behalf  of  the  British  taxpayer  against 
tliis  proposal. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  if  he  were 
to  attempt  to  make  a  comprehensive 
roply  to  the  hon.  Member's  remarks,  he 
should  be  driven  to  repeat  almost  all  he 
said  upon  the  Second  Beading  of  this 
Bill.  The  hon.  Member  said  on  previous 
occasions  he  had  voted  for  a  compulsory 
scheme.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee  urging  what  he  had 
often  urged,  namely,  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty, if  not  the  impossibility,  of  finding 
a  practical  plan  of  oompukion.  He 
would  not  now  be  led  away  into  arguing 
that  point.  The  real  point  was  that  the 
House,  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Charming. 


by  a  majority  of  over  400,  in  which  all 
parties  were  included,  had  declared  its 
readiness  to  support  this  voluntary 
scheme  of  land  purchase,  and  an  int^ni 
principle  of  that  scheme  was  that  a 
bonus  of  £12,000,000  must  be  supplied 
by  the  general  taxpayer  to  meet  the 
drop  in  the  incomes  of  the  landlords 
which  was  inevitable  under  any  system 
of  land  purchase  in  Ireland.  That  was 
the  great  difficulty.  The  plan  of  the 
Government  had  received  the  general 
assent  of  the  House.  It  was  supported 
on  the  Second  Reading  by  the  Lwwler  of 
the  Opposition,  although  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  expressed  at  a  later  stage  in 
the  proceedings  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  first  Clause  would  receive 
the  unanimous  support  which  the  KIl  as 
a  whole  commanded.  He  thought  he 
might  claim  that  that  had  not  hap^ned. 
As  he  could  claim  that  the  Government 
had  the  general  support  of  the  House  in 
its  policy,  he  did  not  think  he  would  be 
justified  in  replying  at  any  greater  lengA 
to  the  supporters  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  thought  it  was  due  to 
the  Liberal  Party  that  their  considerate 
attitude  towards  the  Bill  should  be  ac 
knowledged  on  behalf  of  the  Nationalist 
Party.  He  was  aware  that  many  Liberals 
entertained  the  very  strongest  objections 
to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill : 
yet  their  action  with  regard  to  it  had 
been  marked  by  great  self-restraint,  and 
great  generosity  towards  Ireland.  He 
had  a  sneaking  symiiathy  for  the  views 
put  forward  by  the  supporters  of  the 
Amendment.  He  agreed  that  the  land- 
lords were  getting  too  much  under  the 
the  Bill.  But  there  was  no  prosp«ct  of 
ending  the  land  trouble  in  Ireland  in  any 
other  way  than  by  offering  this  induoe- 
ment  to  the  landlords  to  sell  Would 
they  be  worthy  of  the  praise  or  suf^rt 
of  any  intelligent  man  if  they  rejected 
the  offer  made  by  a  powerful  Government 
to  devote  £250,000  to  inducing  Irish 
landlords  to  meet  the  tenants  and  put  an 
end  to  this  land  war  instead  of  continu- 
ing to  spend  that  money  upon  police 
and  prosecutions  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  war.  Was  it  not  a  great  deal  better 
to  devote  this  money  to  such  a  purpose, 
even  if  the  landlords  did  get  too  much, 
rather  than  carry  on  this  land  war  for 
another    twenty  or    thirty  years  ?     In 
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conclusion  he  again  deeired  to  take  this 
opportuni^  of  acknowledging  the  gener- 
ous attitude  of  the  Liberal  Party  tDwards 
this  measure. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  had  always  re- 
garded the  Bill  as  a  landlord  relief 
Bill.  The  landlords  were  getting  en- 
tirely too  much  under  it.  He  would 
give  some  figures  which  had  been 
prepared  by  on«  of  the  best  intellects 
in  Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary's 
estimate  of  the  rental  of  the  Irish  land- 
lords was  £4,000,000.  From  that  they 
had  to  deduct  cost  of  collection,  estimated 
at  12^  per  cent.,  which  amounted  to 
£500,000;  and  interest  on  mortgages 
upon  Iiish  land  at  4i  per  cent.,  amount- 
ing to  £1,800,000,  which  represented  the 
interest  on  £40,000,000.  That  left  a 
net  income  to  the  Irish  landlords  of 
£1,700,000.  He  could  assure  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  he  had  got  his  statistics  from 
the  best  authority  in  Ireland.  From 
these  figures  it  was  clear  that  the  Irish 
landlords  were  getting  £220,000  in 
excess  of  the  price  they  had  themselves 
been  asking  for  their  land,  and  there- 
fore he  desired  to  express  his  protest 
against  this  Clause. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) 
pointed  out  that  the  Bill  was  voluntary, 
and  a  sale  could  only  take  place  by  an 
agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
If  the  course  suggested  by  his  hon.  friend 
were  adopted  a^  the  bonus  disappeared 
it  would  put  an  end  to  the  Bill  at 
once. 

Mb.  TULLY  said  he  did  not  suggest 
that. 

Mr.  CHAELES  DEVLIN  said  that 
was  the  inference  from  the  hon.  Member's 
criticism.  The  whole  thing  would  drop  at 
once  if  they  dropped  the  oonus.  If  the 
Bill  passed  without  the  bonus  what  would 
the  result  be  1  There  would  either  be 
no  sale  of  the  land  or  else  the  tenant 
woald  have  to  pay  more.  They  ought 
to  do  everything  they  could  to  render 
the  position  of  the  tenant  as  easy  as 
possible,  and  the  State  came  to  his  rescue 
in  the  matter  with  this  bonus  The 
tenant's  position  must  be  considered, 
because  he  had  the  hardest  road  to  travel. 
The  tenant  after  he  had  purchased  had 
to  pay  for  the  land,  and  it  should  not 


be  for^tten  that  he  had  to  face  the 
competition  of  farmers  in  America,  who- 
got  the  land  for  nothing.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Leitrim  had  expressed 
himself  unfavourably  to  the  granting  of 
this  £12,000,000. 

Mr.  TULLY :  No,  no. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  repeated  his 
contention  that  if  this  bonus  disappeared 
from  the  Bill  the  measure  would  have  no- 
effect  in  Ireland,  because  the  landlords 
would  refuse  to  sell.  Coming  from  one 
of  the  poorest  parts  of  Ireland  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  supporting  this  gr»nt 
of  £12,000,000  to  the  landlords,  because 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  land 
question  in  Ireland. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  next 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name  on 
the  Paper  was  simply  a  drafting  Amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  make 
it  quite  clear  that  the  guarantee  fund 
would  not  be  responsible  for  any  part  of 
the  bonus. 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  paf^  22,  after  line  21,  to  insert— 
'  (3)  Th>!  provisions  of  this  Act  with  Tefereiic» 
to  the  repayment  of  advances  by  the  Land 
CoDiniis.-<iou  to  the  National  Debt  Coin- 
missionera  shall  not  apply  to  advances  under 
this  section.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  42,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43. 

*Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  desired  to 
move  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
standing  in  the  name  of  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Glamorganshire.  He  strongly  held  that 
the  bonus  should  be  treated  as  an 
accretion  to  the  purchase-money-  It 
would  be  a  perfectly  legitimate  transac- 
tion for  the  State  to  contribute  some  of 
the  purchase-money  for  the  purpose  of 
bridging  over  the  gap  between  the  price 
at  which  the  tenant  might  fairly  be 
expected  to  buy  and  the  price  at  which 
the  landlord  might  fairly  be  expected 
to  sell.     But    there    were   the  gravest 
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objectiona  to  treating  this  bonus  as  a 
bribe  and  paying  it  over  to  the  vendor 
whether  the  land  was  settled  or  not. 
In  cases  where  the  seller  was  the  ab- 
solute owner  of  the  land  it  made  no 
difference  whatever,  but  in  the  majority 
of  the  estates  which  would  come  under 
the  operation  of  this  Bill  the  vendor 
only  held  a  very  limited  interest,  either 
as  tenant  for  life,  or  in  some  other 
capacity.  If  a  vendor  obtained  a  bribe 
for  selling  property  in  which  he  was 
only  partially  interested,  that  bribe 
ought  to  go  into  the  purchase-money 
for  the  benefit  of  the  other  persons 
interested  in  the  property.  There  was 
not  a  man  in  the  House  who  would  say 
that  was  not  the  view  of  the  case  that 
Any  Court  of  law  would  take.  He  could 
not  see  the  difference  between  a  bribe 
^ven  by  an  ordinary  purchaser  and  a 
bribe  given  by  the  State.  The  State 
ought  to  insist  upon  the  bonus  going 
into  the  purchase-money.  As  the  Bill 
stood,  the  whole  of  this  brilie  would  go 
to  the  vendor,  and  a  landlord  who  had 
mortgaged  his  life  interest  and  whose 
interest  in  the  property  was- small,  could, 
provided  that  he  kept  within  the  zones, 
make  a  bargain,  not  the  best  bargain, 
to  sell  and  carry  off  the  bonus.  That 
was  unfair  having  regard  to  the  interests 
of  other  persons.  If  the  man  was  selling 
his  own  property  no  one  cared  what 
bribe  was  given  to  him,  but  in  the  case 
he  was  putting  the  man  was  not  selling 
his  own  property.  He  was  selling  in 
the  position  of  a  trustee  for  other  people. 
His  interest  was  to  sell  at  almost  any 
price  in  order  that  he  might  pocket  the 
bonus.  That  was  not  a  fair  position  in 
which  to  put  the  tenant  for  life.  The 
Chief  Secretary  in  the  course  of  the 
-debates  had  intimated  that  there  were 
certain  cases  where  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  give  the  vendor  the  bonus. 
Perhaps  his  right  hon.  friend  had  in 
view  cases  of  bankruptcy.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
in  the  case  of  a  tenant  for  life  who  had 
«  very  small  interest  in  the  property  it 
would  not  be  right  to  give  him  the 
bonus.  He  was  glad  those  cases  would 
be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
bonus  clause  as  it  stood.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  possible  to 
frame  a  clause  which  would  be 
fluificient  to  avoid  such  mjustices  as 
Mr.  Butcher. 


he  had  suggested.  It  would  be  only 
fair  to  lot  the  bonus  go  into  the  par- 
chase  money.  He  knew  of  only  one 
argument  which  was  put  forward  as  a 
justification  for  this  extraordinary 
novelty,  and  that  was  that  the  bonus 
would  be  an  inducement  to  a  tenant  for 
life  to  sell.  He  did  not  believe  that  was 
a  sound  argument.  If  there  were  a  case 
in  which  a  tenant  for  life  was  unwilling 
to  sell,  unless  he  was  allowed  to  pocket 
the  bonus,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  it  was  better  he  should  not  sell, 
rather  than  this  vicious  principle  should 
be  admitted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  22,  line  22,  to  leave  oat  Snb-gectioD 
(1),  and  in«ert  the  words  (1)  In  the  caae  of 
every  estate  sold  the  Land  Commission  shall, 
by  means  of  aHvances  to  be  made  to  them  by 
the  National  Debt  Commissioners  ont  of  the 
said  fund,  receive  a  som  equal  to  a  percentage 
on  the  purchase-money  of  such  estate  according 
to  the  scale  set  forth  in  the  First  Schednle  to 
this  Act,  and  sliall  apply  snch  sum  as  foUows— 
namely,  they  shall  in  the  first  place  pay  there- 
out the  expenses  properly  incurred  by  the  owner 
incidental  to  the  redemption  of  superior  and 
intervening  interests,  the  investigation  of  titles, 
the  distribution  of  the  purchase-money,  and 
other  like  matters,  and  shall  pay  and  apply  the 
balance  by  way  of  addition  and  accretion  to  the 
purchase  money.'" — {Mr.  Bttteher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-eection 
(1)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  some 
minutes  ago  he  was  pained,  though  not  sur- 

Srised,  tohear  some  hon.  Membersoppoaite 
escribe  the  bonus  as  a  bribe.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  more  pained 
or  surprised  at  the  opening  sentences  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  He  drew  a 
picture  of  a  private  transaction  in  which 
a  secret  commission  was  offered  to  a  man 
to  induce  him  to  sell  his  property  to  the 
detriment  of  his  creditors;  but  private 
transactions  had  nothing  to  do  with  a 
large  measure  of  public  policy,  brought 
in  with  every  circumstance  of  publicity, 
and  accepted  by  all  parties  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  That  was  not  a  secret  or  a 
discreditable  transaction. 

Mr,  BUTCHER :  I  never  referred  to 
it  as  being  secret.  I  objected  to  the 
bribe. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  his  hop.  and 
learned  friend,  as  an  Irishman  sitting  for 
an  English  constituency  and  wisbiiig  to 
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see  voluntary  purchase  succeed  in  Ireland, 
had  supported  the  Bill  as  one  who  had 
the  grievances  of  the  landlords  at  heart. 
To  night  he  came  forward  and  urged  the 
daims  of  the  remainder-men.  He  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  said  before. 
\Vhat  was  the  position  of  the  remainder- 
man in  the  remote  future  if  land  purchase 
was  made  impossible  in  Ireland  1  If  the 
Grovemment  were  justified  in  their  policy, 
which  had  received  so  much  support, 
they  were  also  justified  in  saying  that  the 
winding  up  of  the  present  impossible  and, 
he  would  say,  intolerable  position  in  land 
tenure  in  Ireland  was  a  big  public  object. 
Take  the  case  of  a  landlord  who  had  but 
a  small  margin  to  live  upon.  If  he  failed 
to  hang  on  he  surrendered ;  and  the  encum- 
brancer, who  probably  lived  in  England, 
suddenly  found  himself  the  landlord  of 
an  impoverished  Irish  estate.  The  (Gov- 
ernment wished  to  save  him  from  that 
unexpected  windfall.  But  he  did  not 
think  it  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  a 
general  agreement  on  this.  It  was  quite 
impossible  to  accept  the  Amendment,  but 
he  t(hought  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
see  from  the  cogency  with  which  this 
point  of  view  was  put  forward  that  it 
was  proper  to  make  a  concession  in 
respect  of  the  man  who  was  deriving  no 
profit  from  his  estate.  He  thought  that 
it  would  be  only  fair,  though  he  should 
resist  all  attempts  to  put  the  bonus  into 
the  purchase-money  as  a  general  rule, 
that  when  an  estate  was  so  encumbered 
that  the  owner  was  not  entitled  to  receive 
any  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  the 
bonus  should  be  added  to  the  purchase- 
money.  He  was  prepared  before  Report 
to  consider  an  Amendment  to  that  effect. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that,  for  the 
purposes  of  aiding  the  sale  of  estates 
under  this  Act  and  "preventing  im- 
provident purchases  by  tenants,"  the 
Land  Commission  may  pay  to  the 
vendor  a  percentage  according  to  the 
scale  in  the  first  schedule.  He  said  that 
b^'  the  last  Amendment  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York,  who  had 
been  regarded  as  representing  the 
landlords,  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
bonus  in  such  a  way  as  practically  to 
prevent  the  landlords  from  deriving  any 
benefit  from  it  at  all.    The  Amendment 


which  he  was  now  proposing  would  have 
exactly  the  opposite  effect.  This  Amend- 
ment had  been  laid  down  by  the  National 
Convention  in  Dublin.  The  Committee 
would  remember  that  the  Land  Confer- 
ence based  its  Report  upon  the  idea  that 
the  whole  of  the  gap  between  what  the 
tenant  could  afford  to  give  and  what 
the  landlord  could  afford  to  take  should 
be  provided  by  the  State,  and  their  idea 
was  that  £20,000,000  would  be  required 
for  that  purpose.  He  regretted  that 
amount  was  not  forthcoming.  He  gave 
notice  of  an  Amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  State  should  give  £20,000,000 
instead  of  £12,000,000.  but  he  did  not 
move  it  because  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  it  accepted.  It  was 
clearly  the  interest  of  the  landlords  and 
the  tenants  to  preserve  the  whole  of 
this  £12,000,000  bonus  to  the  landlords,, 
and  from  the  tenants'  point  of  view  his 
idea  was  that  the  more  the  bonus  was  the 
less  the  tenants  would  be  called  upon  to 
pay,  and  that  in  their  bargains  with  the 
landlords  they  would  take  into  account  the 
number  of  years  the  landlords  would 
receive  in  the  shape  of  bonus.  If  there 
was  a  large  inroad  in  the  bonus  for  the 
cost  of  proving  titles,  or  for  other  matters^ 
by  so  much  would  the  tenant  be  injured 
in  making  his  bargain.  Therefore  he 
desired  that  the  whole  of  the  £12,000,000 
shotild  go  intact  to  the  landlord.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed^ 

"  Id  page  22,  line  2.3,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  aoA,'  to  tbe  first  word  *  the,'  in  line 
26,  and    insert   tbe  words   '  preventing   im- 

Srovident  porchases  by  tenants.' " — (Mr.  John 
iedmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word* 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  Member  was  that  the  expenses 
referred  to  in  the  words  he  wished  to 
omit  should  fall  on  the  State.  There 
was  no  provision  to  that  effect  in  the 
Bill,  and  the  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared to  insert  any  to  that  effect.  The 
financial  arrangements  of  the  Bill  were 
arrived  at  after  very  careful  consideration, 
and  they  did  not  go  as  far  as  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  colleagues  in  the  Land 
Conference  desired.    But  the  (Government 
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had  tried  to  cany  out  the  spirit  of  the  Ke- 
port  as  far  as  they  could  with  the 
facilities  at  their  disposal.  The  facilities 
irhich  had  been  suggested  were  not  at 
their  disposal,  so  that  the  effect  of 
omitting  the  words  would  not  be  to  throw 
the  charges  on  the  public  funds  but  to 
omit  an  indication  of  some  of  the  reasons 
-which  lead  the  Oovemment  to  think  that 
A  bonus  should  properly  be  given.  The 
bonus  was  not  a  bribe  but  a  contribution 
absolutely  necessary  on  many  grounds, 
among  others  because  these  transactions 
were  costly  and  did  deter  many  landlords 
-from  selling  their  estates.  The  hon. 
Member  wished  to  insert  other  words 
which  would  also  be  an  expression  of 
opinion.  He  did  not  maintain  that  the 
words  which  the  hon.  Member  proposed 
to  omit  were  more  than  an  indication 
of  some  of  the  reasons  for  giving  an  aid 
grant  or  bonus;  and  he  thought  the 
simple  course  would  be  to  leave  out  the 
woi^s  altogether  and  put  nothing  in  sub- 
stitution. 


Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  was  very 
glad  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  had  felt  able  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  kind.  The  basis  of  the 
*Land  Conference  Report  was  that  the 
landlords  should  get  their  net  in- 
come. He  should  like,  before  committing 
himself  to  this  proposition,  to  know  what 
would  be  an  improvident  purchase  by  the 
tenant.  "  Improvident  '  must  qualify 
something,  and  he  should  like  some  sort 
of  definition  from  the  hon.  Member  as  to 
what  would  be  an  improvident  manner 
for  a  tenant  to  become  the  owner  of  his 
holding.  Did  it  mean  that  he  was  to 
give  the  landlord  twenty-five  ol-  twenty- 
eight  years  purchase  t  He  did  not  wish 
to  vote  for  tnis  Amendment  in  the  dark. 
He  wished  to  be  told  by  the  hon.  Member 
what  he  thought  would  be  an  improvident 
acquisition  of  a  tenant's  holding.  All 
through  he  had  endeavoured  to  give  as 
much  support  as  he  could  to  the  general 
principles  of  the  measure.  They  were 
now  told  that  there  was  a  rash  method  of 
land  purchase,  and  that  there  might  be 
cases  in  which  purchase  would  be  the 
height  of  folly.  What  were  these  cases  1 
Was  it  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nine- 
teen, twenty,  or  twenty-five  years  pur- 
chase) Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of 
improvidence  1  Was  it  the  tenant,  the 
landlord,  or  the  Land  Commission  t    He 

Mr.  Wyndham, 


\  did  think  it  would  be  better  if  they  coold 
I  have  a  frank  understanding  in  regard  to 
:  this  matter.      This    was    not    a   frank 
I  Amendment.    If  there  was  an  improri- 
I  deiit  method  of  acquiring  a  holding,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  ought  to  put 
down  an  Amendment  in  that  sense.    He 
>ought  to  tell  the  tenants  what  price  they 
should  give,  and  what  price  they  shoaM 
refuse  to  pay.    He  regarded  this  Amend- 
ment as  one  of  the  sham  Amendmeots 
that  had  been  proposed    to  this  Bill  to 
cover  up  the  tracks  of  the  Land  Confer- 
ence Report. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought 
to  leave  out  these  words. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  there  was  no 
great  objection  to  keeping  them  in ;  they 
were  in  the  nature  of  a  preamble,  and 
they  had  no  legal  effect  on  anybody. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  it  was 
better  than  nothing. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  the 
words  which  it  was  proposed  to  leave  out 
stated  that  the  fund  was  not  a  dole  or  a 
bribe,  but  was  for  the  purpose  of  "mak- 
ing contributions  towards  the  expenses 
incidental  to  the  redemption  of  superior 
and  intervening  interests,  the  investiga- 
tion of  titles,  the  distribution  of  purchase 
money,  and  other  like  matters."  Whv, 
he  asked,  should  the  words  be  omitted 
which  showed  what  the  money  was  to  be 
used  for  t 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford  had  brought  over 
this  Amendment  and  Mr.  Oherry  to 
coach  him  ;  in  fact  he  was  cherry  ripe. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  ought 
to  give  some  better  explanation  than  lie 
had  done  of  this  point. 

*Mb.  BUTCHER  said  he  hoped  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  going  to  keep  any 
part,  he  would  keep  the  particular 
words  which  showed  what  this  payment 
was  for.  If  these  words  were  simj4y 
taken  out  he  would  feel  bound  to  csU 
this  a  bribe  of  the  most  naked,  barefaoad, 
and  shameless  description;  hot  if  tiw 
words  were  kept  in  Uiey  t]M«rad  that  an 
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inducement  was  given,  and  that  that 
inducement  was  justified  to  a  certain 
extent. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  wish  to  leave  the  word.4 
outt 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND :    I  think  sa 

Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York  takes  strong 
objection  to  that  course. 

Me.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  He  objecU 
to  the  bonus  altogether. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  thought  the 
words  ought  to  be  left  out.  As  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  York,  he  knew  what 
that  Qentleman's  position  was  —  he 
objected  to  the  bonus  altogether. 

♦Mr.  butcher  :  I  do  nothing  of  the 
eort  I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
bonus,  but  it  should  be  added  to  the  pur- 
«liaae  money. 

Me.  DILLON  said  that  he  and  his 
friends  entertained  strongly  the  opinion 
that  the  bonus  should  be  dealt  with  as 
the  Bill  provided.  He  always  under- 
stood that  the  justification  for  the 
honas  was  that  it  woukl  facilitate  land 
purchase.  He  really  was  not  very  much 
alarmed  at  the  threat  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  York. 

♦Me.  BUTCHER  said  his  argument 
-was  that  he  objected  to  the  words  being 
cut  out,  because  in  that  event  the  costs 
of  sale  would  fall  entirely  on  the  pur- 
chase-moneyi  which,  he  thought,  was 
wrong. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  these 
words  could  not  have  any  effect  one 
yr&y  or  the  other.  They  were,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  in  the  nature  of  a 
preamble.  As  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  Waterford  made 
A  great  point  of  this,  he  should  like  to 
give  effect  to  his  wishes  and  those  of 
nis  supporters;  but  he  would  remind 
hon.  Members  that  it  was  impossible  for 
a  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill  to  accept 
a  proposal  at  one  moment  and  refuse 
it  the  next  moment. 


*SiE  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  the 
words  in  the  Bill  specified  for  what  pur- 
pose this  money  was  to  l>e  applied.  If  they 
were  of  no  earthly  use  why  were  they 
put  into  the  Bill  t  His  complaint  was 
that  these  words  being  in  the  Bill  his 
right  hon.  friend,  without  discussion, 
calmly  got  up  and  proposed  to  chuck 
ihem  overboard.  In  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  premature. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  so  far  he 
was  guilty  of  haste. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  moved— 

"  Claose  43,  page  22,  line  29,  leave  oat  from 
'  estate,'  to  end  of  line  -30,  and  in.sert '  agreed 
to  be  BoM  within  five  years  after  the  com- 
Diencenient  of  this  Act  a  bonas  of  fifteen  per 
centum  of  the  amoant  of  the  pnrchase-money 
of  said  estate,  ^uch  honns  to  be  paid  upon  the 
completion  of  the  sale.' " 

This  Amendment,  he  said,  had  been 
adopted  by  the  National  Convention. 
It  was  in  two  parts — the  first  dealt  with 
the  allocation  of  the  bonus,  and  the 
second  with  the  proposed  limit  of  time. 
As  to  the  distribution  of  the  bonus,  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill  had  been  by  universal 
consent  given  up.  The  proposal  in  the 
Bill  was  that  the  bonus  should  be  dis- 
tributed in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the 
purchase-money ;  but  the  general 
opinion  was  that  the  bonus  ought  to  be 
distributed  by  a  fixed  amount  all  round, 
and  that  had  received  the  sanction  not 
only  of  the  National  Convention  but  of 
the  Land  Conference  and  the  Confer- 
ence of  the  Landlords.  His  proposal 
was  that  a  bonus  of  15  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  the  purchase-money  should 
be  paid  all  round  upon  the  completion 
of  the  sale.  His  second  proposal  was 
that  the  benefits  of  the  bonus  should 
only  be  obtained  by  landlords  who 
agreed  to  sell  within  five  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  29,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  '  estate,'  to  end  of  line  30,  and  insert 
the  words  '  agreed  to  be  sold  within  five  years 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  bonus 
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of  fifteen  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  the 
pnrchase  money  of  said  estate,  snch  bonus  to 
l>e  paud  upon  the  completion  of  the  sale.'  " — 
(Mr.  John  Redmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  unable 
to  accept  the  Amendment.  The  more 
convenient  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
distribution  of  the  bonus  would  be  on 
the  Schedule.  He  did  not  intend  to 
adhere  to  the  distribution  set  out  in  the 
first  Schedule.  The  limit  of  five  years 
was  not  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  he  believed  that  it  would  lead  to 
precipitate  action,  and  embarrass  the 
financial  operation  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  wished  to 
impress  on  the  Chief  Secretary  that  a 
percentage  involved  a  vicious  principle, 
and  would  form  a  dangerous  precedent. 
He  would  urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  take  into  consideration  the  principle 
of  a  fixed  number  of  years'  purchase.  As 
the  Bill  stood,  the  more  the  landlord  got 
for  his  land  from  the  tenant  the  more  he 
would  get  from  the  State.  That  was 
most  irrational.  He  was  sorry  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  had  taken  up  a  stand  on 
the  time  limit,  because  he  thought  the 
time  limit  was  essential.  The  Land  Con- 
ference were  unanimous  on  the  point,  and 
the  Landlords'  Conference  accepted  it. 
The  almost  universal  acceptance  in 
Ireland  of  the  voluntary  principle  of  the 
Bill  was  based  solely  on  the  express 
understanding  and  assurance  that  there 
was  to  be  a  time  limit;  and  all  those 
who  were  really  anxious^  to  see  this  con- 
troversy brought  to  a  conclusion  by 
voluntary  arrangement  should  accept 
the  time  limit. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the 
Government  were  not  rigidly  wedded  to 
the  first  Schedule  as  it  now  stood,  and 
he  thought,  as  he  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment,  it  would  be  convenient  to 
adjourn  any  debate  on  the  distribution 
of  the  bonus  until  they  got  to  the 
Schedule. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  it  was 
very  important  that  time  should  be  given 
to  the  landlord  to  make  application.     The 


Schedule  was  one  thing,  but  it  was  upon 
this  clause  that  they  had  to  determine 
the  time  limit.  He  could  conceive  of 
nothing  which  was  more  calculated  to 
bring  about  peace  in  the  country  than 
that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  should  know 
that  a  large  number  of  the  landlords  had 
made  application  to  sell.  That  could  not 
be  done  oy  the  Schedule,  and  he  believed 
that  it  would  pacify  large  districts.  He 
thought  that  there  should  be  a  prescribed 
period,  and  that  the  Government  should 
use  some  such  phrase  as  was  in  the 
Act  of  1881 — that  the  landlords  should 
make  their  application  on  or  before  the 
appointed  day,  so  that  there  should  be 
something  hanging  over  their  heads  so  as 
to  induce  them  to  quicken  the  pace  and 
come  in  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
If  there  was  no  last  day  appointed  for 
something  to  be  done,  there  would  be 
nothing  done.  Why,  then,  should  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the 
landlords  must  apply  for  the  bonus  on 
or  before  the  appointed  day,  and  leave 
the  Land  Commission  to  settle  the 
appointed  day )  He  attached  much  more 
importance  to  the  time  limit  than  to 
the  question  of  amount.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  of  them  were  competent 
to  decide  the  question  of  the  amount 
As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  schedule 
had  been  arranged,  in  that  respect  it 
was  a  credit  to  the  Conservative  Party. 
If  it  had  been  put  in  any  other  way  it 
would  have  been  said  that  it  was  an 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  big  proprietors 
to  grab  the  money  for  themselves.  But 
the  schedule  was  passed  so  as  to  avoid 
that  suspicion.  No  doubt  it  was  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  allocate  ten  or  twelve 
millions,  but  the  landlords  had  not 
indicated  any  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Commission.  Why  not,  then,  leave  the 
matter  in  a  fluid  condition.  The  pro- 
vince of  Connaught  deserved,  he  thought, 
more  of  the  money  than  any  other  part 
of  Ireland  because  of  its  poverty.  The 
poorer  estates  should  come  in  for  a  larger 
part  of  the  money  than  the  richer 
estates.  The  Committee,  however,  wa^ 
not  competent  to  decide  that  question. 
The  beet  plan  was  to  leave  it  to  the 
Estates  Commission.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  to  deal  with  it  by  rule  of  thumb. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  woukl  do 
well  to  consider  whether  the  beet^way 
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out  of  the  difficulty  was  not  to  allow 
the  guillotine  to  fall  at  the  end  of  five 
or  ten^years. 

Mr.  T..W.  BUSSELL  said  that  two 
years  ago  the  demand  made  in  that 
House,  supported  by  the  voice  of  Ireland 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  was  for  com- 
pulsory sale,  but  it  had  been  agreed  to 
waive  the  question  of  compulsion  for  the 
time  being.  The  representatives  of  the 
tenants  had  loyally  ,  adhered  to  the 
bargain  they  had  malie,  but  they  had, 
all  the  same,  incurred  a  great  deal  of 
blame  in  Ireland.  There  were  thousands 
of  Irish  tenants  who  did  not  hesitate  to 
tell  them,  in  vulgar  language,  that  they 
had  "sold  the  pass."  They  could  only 
in  reply  refer  them  to  the  Land  Gonfer- 
«nce.  It  was  a  strange  thing  that  when- 
«ver  that  Conference  procedure  was  in 
favour  of  the  landlords  it  was  freely 
quoted  by  the  Government  and  by  the 
landlords,  but  when  it  was  in  favour  of 
the  tenants  it  was  coolly  set  aside.  The 
Chief  Secretary  talked  about  adhering  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Conference;  let  them 
have  a  little  of  the  letter  as  well  as  of 
the  spirit.  The  Land  Gonference  sug- 
gested that  the  bonus  should  be  limited 
to  transactions  initiated  within  five  years 
of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  they  must 
be  done  with  the  Conference  Report  if 
they  were  to  observe  the  spirit  of  it 
when  it  suited  the  landlords,  and  were 
to  ignore  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter 
of  the  Report  when  the  interests  of  the 
tenants  were  concerned.  He  knew  that 
the  majority  of  the  landlords  in  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland  would  close 
with  these  terms,  but  they  would  not  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  for  a  large  number 
of  what  were  called  commercial  land- 
lords in  Ulster,  landlords  not  of  the  old 
stock,  but  men  who  had  bought  the  land 
out  of  profits  made  in  trade.  A  time 
limit  was  absolutely  necessary  so  that 
Parliament  might  be  able  to  take  stock 
at  the  end  of  five  years  and  say  what 
they  were  prepared  to  do.  It  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  to  allow  a  state  of 
affairs  in  which  three-fourths  of  Ireland 
would  be  Udder  freehold  occupation  and 
one-fourth  held  under  landlords.  Let 
the  Government  accept  a  time  limit  for 
the  bonus  and  say  that  to  ensure  partici- 
pation in  it  sales  must  be  initiated  in 
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five  years.     That  would   help  them  in 
resisting  the  demand  for  eompulsion. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  said  he  too  was 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  It 
was  most  important,  and  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  unanimous  in  the  view 
that  it  was  necessary.  Perhaps  the 
difficulty  would  be  met  if  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  accept  his  Amendment 
lower  on  the  Paper  to  the  effect  that 
landlords  should  register  their  desire  to 
sell  within  five  years. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  this  was  a  subject 
of  enormous  practical  importance  with 
respect  to  the  successful  working  of  the 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
objected  to  any  proposal  which  would 
indicate  completion  or  anything  of  that 
kind  within  five  years,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  involve  congestion  of  the 
machinery  for  working  the  Act.  He,' 
however,  saw  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
setting  a  time  Umit.  There  would  be 
ample  time  for  the  proper  organisation 
of  the  machinery,  and  officials,  when 
once  trained  to  the  work,  would  find  it 
easy  to  accelerate  operation.  He  was 
sure  that  if  any  increased  expenditure 
was  necessary  in  order  to  issue  the 
stock  a  little  faster,  the  House  would 
not  begrudge  it  On  the  contrary  it 
would  willingly  vote  money  to  bring 
about  a  more  rapid  accompUshment  of 
the  beneficent  objects  aimed  at  in  the 
Bill.  The  time  limit  should  not  be  left 
to  the  Commissioners,  but  should  be 
settled  by  Parliament.  They  ought  to 
declare  that  this  money  was  only  for 
the  benefit  of  those  landlords  who  made 
up  their  minds  within  five  years. 
With  regard  to  the  allocation  of  the 
bonus  he  thought  the  plan  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  a  great  improvement  on  the 
Government  plan.  The  purpose  was  to 
grease  the  wheels  of  purchase.  Some 
thought  the  grease  should  be  applied  to 
the  tyre,  but  if  they  wanted  to  make  th« 
machine  go  they  must  apply  it  to  the 
axle,  which  in  this  case  represented  the 
tenant  for  life.  It  must  be  applied  in 
relation  to  the  difficulties  and  friction 
with  which  the  wheel  had  to  contend. 
The  difficulties  were  the  greater  when 
the  wheel  had  to  travel  over  roads  in 
the  congested  districts,  and  therefore 
more  of  the  money  was  wanted  in  Mayo 
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than  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  It  was 
the  smallest  and  poorest  estates  that 
required  the  greatest  amount  of  axle 
grease.  Then  let  them  use  the  bonus 
where  it  would  do  most  good. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  with 
reference  to  the  allocation  of  the  bonus 
he  had  nothing  to  add  to  what  he  had 
already  said.  With  regard  to  the  time 
limit,  the  reason  of  the  Government  for 
not  accepting  it  was  this.  The  issue  and 
management  of  a  loan  estimated  to  be  of 
jeiOO,000,000  was  not  only  a  vast,  but  a 
very  delicate,  operation.  The  responsi- 
bility for  undertaking  it  was  a  heavy  one 
resting  on  the  Grovemment,  and  they 
could  not  undertake  an  operation  so 
delicate  and  so  vast  if  a  sudden  inrush  of 
people  under  an  adventitious  stimulus 
should  mean  that,  instead  of  coming,  say, 
for  £10,000,000  or  £20,000,000,  they 
might  have  to  come  for  £60,000,000. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  We  only  ask 
that  the  applications  shall  be  made  in  a 
given  time.  You  can  delay  the  issue  of 
the  stock  as  long  as  you  like. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  reiterated  that 
financial  operations  were  very  sensitive. 
A  false  report  in  the  newspaper  might 
prejudice  the  flotation  of  a  large  loan, 
and  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  great 
financiers  of  London  to  measure  the 
exact  result  of  40,000  people  coming  in 
to  subscribe  their  names.  They  might 
suppose  that  that  might  mean  a  great 
demand  for  money  in  excess  of  the  fore- 
cast already  drawn  up,  and,  therefore,  on 
financial  grounds,  and  on  financial 
grounds  alone,  the  Government  could 
not  entertain  the  suggestion  of  putting 
in  an  adventitious  stimulus  in  the  shape 
of  a  time  limit. 


Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  fully 
appreciated  the  delicacy  of  the  operation, 
but  he  felt  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
omitted  to  take  account  of  the  way  in 
which  this  matter  would  work.  He 
would  go  the  full  length  of  saying  that, 
if  the  matter  could  be  stated  absolutely 
in  the  way  the  Chief  Secretary  had  put 
it,  the  Amendment  was  impossible. 
But  that  was  not  the  way  the  matt  r 
would  work.  ^Nobody  was  more  anxious 

Mr.  Blake, 


than  he  was  to  do  justice  to  the  admir- 
able manner  in  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  befriended  Ireland 
on  this  occasion.    They  knew  that  in 
him  Ireland    had    a   thorough  friend. 
They  were  anxious  that  an  immediate 
anodyne  should  be  applied  to  the  Irish 
problem.    As  a  method  of  bringing  that 
about  they  suggested  that  the  tenantry    . 
on  every  estate  should  become  aware 
that  their  proprietors  were  anxious  to 
make  bai^ins  with  them.    There  wu 
all  over  the  country  an  anxiety  on  tbor 
part  to  bring  this  question  to  an  issue. 
Land  purchase  must^  however,  take  time. 
The  Treasury  would  not  have  to  issue 
money  at  once.    He  was  satisfied  that 
it  would  not  prejudice  the  issue  of  the 
loan  if  the  Government  were  to  know 
that   within  a  prescribed  period  there 
would  be  an   application   for  a    given 
amount.      The  matter   was   absolutely 
within    the    control  of    the    Treasury. 
They  need  not   issue  the  loans.    They 
could  dribble  them  out  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  market.    This  was  not 
a   matter    which   would  prejudice   the 
landlords,  who  had  met  them  very  fairly 
in  that  House.    He  had  been  astonished 
at  the  spirit  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  York  and  his  colleagues   had  met 
them.     There    had   been     no    friction 
between  them,  and  they  were  all  agreed 
that   it   was  reasonable  to   have    this 
position  arrived  at  at  the  earliest  possiUe 
moment.    Let  them  fix  a  time  limit  then. 
The  clause  said  that  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners should  be  under  the  control 
of  the  Lord  lieutenant,  and,  therefore, 
the  Treasury  would  be  the  commanding 
body,  and  the  stock   would   be   issued 
according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
He  hoped   the   right   hon.   Gentleman 
would  not   take   up  a  final  attitude  in 
the   matter    now.      The    Amendment 
would  make  for  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  from  the  English  point  of  view,  as 
well  as  from  the  Irish  point  of  view,  it 
would  be  much  better  if  it  were  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K)  said  that  the  representatives  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  landlords  had  al- 
ready endorsed  the  demand  for  a  time 
limit.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
remember  that  in  this  matter  he  was 
listening  not  merely  to  a  request  from 
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one  party,  but  a  request  which  had  been 
eDdoned  by  the  representatives  of  the 
landlords  as  well  as  the  representatives 
of  the  tenants.  Surely  it  was  a  very 
serious  thing  for  the  Chief  Secretary,  if 
it  could  possibly  be  avoided,  to  deny  a 
demand  which  was  practically  unani- 
mous on  both  sides  of  the  House.  He 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
facilitate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  idea 
which  they  had  in  Ireland  that  under 
this  Bill  the  landlords  would  be  willing 
to  sell  and  the  tenants  to  buy.  The 
Government  ought  to  be  glad  that  such 
a  demand  had  been  made,  as  it  showed 
that  there  was  a  real  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  those  most  interested  that  the 
Bill,  when  it  was  passed,  should  not  be 
a  dead  letter,  but  should  carry  out  its 
object,  namely,  to  transfer  the  land 
from  the  landlords  to  the  tenants  on  fair 
terms. 

CtoLONEL  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said  that  he  quite  appreciated 
the  financial  objections  which  had 
been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
and  on  them  he  would  express  no 
opinion  Personally,  and  speaking  for 
himself,  he  was  in  favour  of  a  time 
limit.  He  had  always  held  that  this 
was  not  a  landlords'  question,  but  a 
tenants'  question.  The  landlords  in  this 
House  had  practically  no  friends.  The 
only  way  he  was  conscious  of  to  buy 
friendship  in  this  House  was  by  votes  j 
and  the  landlords  had  no  votes.  There- 
fore, this  was  a  tenants'  grievance,  and 
the  only  tenants'  grievance  that  he  knew 
of  that  did  not  inflict  injustice  on  the 
landlord.  Looking  at  the  Bill  as  a  great 
State  measure  for  the  pacification  of 
Ireland  his  private  opinion  was  that  the 
sooner  it  was  carried  out  the  better.  He 
lived  in  the  peaceful  Province  of  Ulster, 
but  he  shculd  certainly  put  in  his  appli- 
cation within  six  months  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act.  He  could  not  conceive  any 
landlord  in  Ireland  who  was  of  the  same 
mind  who  would  refuse  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  Bill.  That  there  were 
di£Soulties  in  connection  with  the  time 
limit  he  admitted.  Five  years  was 
probably  too  short,  as  the  preliminary 
negotiations  would  take  time;  and  the 
fault  might  not  be  with  the  landlord, 
but  with  the  tenants.  The  tenants 
might  delay  the    purchase  for  various 


reasons,  and  therefore  a  five  years 
limit  would  probably  be  too  short  At 
the  same  time,  it  ought  to  be  promi- 
nently brought  before  the  minds  of 
the  landlord<(  that  there  was  a  Umit,  and 
that  they  should  make  up  their  minds 
for  or  against  accepting  the  Bill.  That 
might  be  called  compulsion,  but  it  was 
not  compulsion,  because  if  a  landlord 
wished  he  could  remain  outside  the  Bill. 


♦  Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  he  wished  to 
urge  on  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  common 
with  other  hon.  Members  from  Ireland, 
the  desirability  of  adopting  the  time 
limit.  They  all  knew  very  well  that 
matters  would  come  to  a  point  more 
quickly  if  there  was  a  limit,  instead  of 
an  indefinite  period.  There  were  no 
people  more  likely  to  procrastinate  in 
coming  to  an  agreement  than  Irish  land- 
lords and  tenants,  and  the  time  limit 
would  be  a  stimulus  to  both  of  them  to 
come  to  terms.  The  object  of  the 
Government  by  this  great  measure  was 
to  improve  the  social  and  political  condi- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  why  should  not  they 
be  anxious  that  that  happy  result  should 
be  brought  about  as  speedily  as  possible. 
It  might  be  said  that  some  effect  would 
be  produced  upon  the  Stock  Elxchange  if 
Irish  landlords  and  tenants  appeared  too 
anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  this  benefi- 
cent measure.  Surely  the  inference  from 
that  was  that  the  Government  expected 
that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  might  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  and  that  twenty- 
five  years  might  elapse  before  the 
£100,000,000  was  called  into  being. 
That  was  a  very  unreasonable  attitude  to 
assume  to  the  Irish  Members.  What 
they  wanted  was  that  the  Bill  should 
be  brought  to  a  speedy  trial,  and  that 
its  results  should  be  enjoyed  by  the 
present  generation,  and  not  be  put  off 
indefinitely.  The  measure,  he  pre- 
sumed, was  brought  in  with  the  real 
and  great  object  o?  benefiting  all  classes 
in  Ireland,  and  some  time  limit  should 
be  imposed.  He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  it  was  a  verv 
common  thing  to  fix  time  Umits  in  rail- 
way and  other  Bills ;  and  nothing  would 
be  easier  when  the  end  of  the  five  years 
was  approaching  than  to  introduce  a  short 
Bill  extending  the  Umit,  if  there  were  a 
great  many  estates  on  which  the  Act 
had  not  been  brought  into  play.  His 
own   constituents  were   most  anxious 
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that  there  should  be  a  time  limit,  in 
order  to  induce  both  landlords  and 
tenants  to  come  to  a  speedy  agree- 
ment. 

*SlR  JOHN  GOLOMB  said  he  himself 
was  certainly  not  in  favour  of  a  time  limit 
nor  could  he  see  how  it  would  practically 
work.  Indeed,  he  could  not  see  how  it 
would  have  any  other  effect  than  to 
block  sales  to  the  tenants,  and  for  this 
reason.  Only  property  to  the  value  of 
£5,000,000  could  be  disposed  of  during 
the  first  year ;  and  if  all  the  landlords 
hurried  up  the  whole  operation  would 
be  Mocked,  and  with  the  court  blocked 
it  might  be  twenty  years  before  the 
landlord  would  get  his  money  at  all. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able, after  the  enormous  expectations 
which  had  been  aroused  in  Ireland 
in  connection  with  this  Bill,  if  some 
modus  Vivendi  could  be  found  by  which 
the  position  of  landlords  and  the 
status  of  the  tenants  could  be  some- 
what modified.  The  difficulty  was  to 
find  a  remedy ;  but  it  could  not  be  found 
by  asking  the  landlords  to  give  notice 
within  five  years.  What  the  tenants 
wanted  was  to  get  possession  of  the 
land.  That  was  the  anodyne  the  tenant 
wanted.  He  himself  thought  that  the 
time  limit  was  wholly  impracticable 
and  impossible.  He  would  rather  move 
in  the  direction  of  Clause  36  of  the  Act 
of  1896. 

Mr.  SAMTJEL  YOUNG  (Cavan.  E.) 
said  there  was  nothing  distinct  or  feasible 
about  the  observations  they  had  just 
heard.  The  Bill  would  not  run  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  unless  there  was  a  time 
limit;  and  he  begged  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  introduce  a  time  limit  if  he  wished 
to  see  the  Bill  a  success. 

Mr.  HempMll. 


*Me.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY^OEE  said 
he    approached    this    question  not    so 
much  from  the  point  of   view  oi  the 
landlord  or  the  tenant,  bot  as  a  member 
of  the  London  Stock  Exchange.     He 
perfectly   acquiesced    in  the  desire  ex- 
pressed by  hon.   Members  opposite  that 
purchase  should  be  carried  out  as  speedily 
as  possible;  and  he  quite  appreciated 
the  first  part  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford.    He  spoke 
as  a  member  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  o£ 
which  he   was  a    member  for   sixteen 
years,  and  he  thought  the  remarks  of 
the   hon.    Member  for    North    Tyrone 
were  somewhat  precipitate.    The  Stock 
Exchange  was    the   barometer   of    the 
National    credit ;    and    his    experience 
during   his    membership   of    that    in- 
stitution was  in  entire  contradiction  to 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Louth,  who  said  that  everything 
on  the  Stock  Exchange  was  discounted 
beforehand.       Sometimes    it    was    the 
case  and   sometimes    it    was    not.      It 
certainly    would  affect   the    prosperity 
of  the  City  to  have  a  large  loan  hanging 
over  the   market.     He   would   instance 
the  War  and  Transvaal  loans,  which  had 
greatly    depressed  the    money    market 
recently   and    had    hung   like    a   pall 
over  it.     If   they   were  to  have  loans 
floated    of    £10,000,000,    £20,000,000, 
£30,000,000  or  £40,000,000  one  after 
the  other,  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
experiment  for  the  money  nuu-ket  here, 
and  he  believed   it  would  render   the 
procuring  of  money  by  the  Government 
from   time  to  time  very   difficult.     It 
would  also  militate  very  severely  against 
this  Act. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  as  they 
went  on  they  would  liberate  a  large 
quantity  of   money  which  wouU    sew 
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The    potential    iDveston  I  tended  that  a  landlord  would  be  able  to- 


get  five  years  more  purchase  than  a  land- 
lord in  Kerry,  and  hia  bonus  would  be 
£7,600  as  against  the  Kerry  man's 
£6,000,  so  that,  by  fixing  the  limit  at 
15  per  cent,  all  round,  the  tenant  in  the 
poorer  districts  would  be  placed  in  a 
most  unfair  position. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  felt  that 
this  question  was  a  most  important  one. 
Unless  a  time  limit  were  inserted  the 
men  in  the  poorer  districts  of  Ireland, 
who  had  been  debarred  from  the  benefits 


1121 

inrestment. 

would  naturally  seek  trustee  seourities. 
[Mr.  BtTCHiK  dissented.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  shook  his  head ; 
but,  babes  and  innocents  though  they 
were,  they  knew  what  had  happened 
before. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  said 
they  would  not  put  it  in  2J  per  cents. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALYsaid  he  spoke  humbly 
in  this  matter,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  there  would  be,  not  only  landlords,  of  past  land  legislation,  would  continue 
remaindermen,  and  so  forth,  but  great  |  to  be  debarred  from  them  for  another 
societies,  insurance  companies,  and  Trinity  :  ten  or  fifteen  years.  The  object  of  all 
College,  to  whom  security  was  a  neces- '  parties  in  the  House  was  to  secure  peace 
sity.  They  would  not  only  have  2|  i  as  far  as  the  agrarian  struggle  was  con' 
per  cent,  on  their  sales,  but  they  would  cemed,  but  if  the  Irish  Members  were 
have  the  bonus  in  addition.  He  thought  forced  to  go  back  and  tell  these  men 
what  would  happen  would  be  what  had  that  they  must  wait  for  years  longer, 
occurred  when  Mr.  Goschen's  conversion  that  object  would  be  frustrated.  They 
scheme  and  previous  conversion  schemes  would  carry  the  land  war  on  to  the  end 
were  carried  out,  namely,  that  there  if  necessary,  but  they  preferred  peace, 
would  be  a  vast  volume  of  money  I  and  he  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
seeking  investment  and  finding  it  not  |  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
They  would  be  driven  to  come  upon  the  to  reconsider  their  decision, 
market  and  buy  up  this  stock.      The 


Gk>vemment  had  the  matter  entirely  in 


their  own  hands;   they  could  issue  the    said  he  had  heard  nothing  in  the  debate  to 
stock  as  they  pleased  and  when  they  I  convince  him  that  there  were  any  serious 


Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 


pleased ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  effect 
it  must  have  on  the  peace  of  the  country, 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  further  consider  this  matter. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  assured  the 
hon.]Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  all  the 
estates  in  the  South  of  Ireland  would  not 
come  in  unless  there  was  a  time  limit. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  the  fixed  per- 
centage of  distribution  in  the  matter  of 
the  bonus  would  work  very  unfairly  as 
between  various  coimties.  Taking  the 
case  of  a  £2,000  rental  in  Kildare,  he  con- 


objections  to  a  time  limitg  Five  years 
might  possibly  be  too  short,  but  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  limit  of  some  sort  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  representatives 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  refuse  this  im* 
portant  concession.  They  all  desired 
this  Bill  to  settle  the  land  question,  but 
if  its  operation  was  to  be  put  off  from 
year  to  year  its  benefits  would  be  frittered' 
away,  new  causes  of  agitation  might 
spring  up,  and  from  that  point  of  view 
it  was  desirable  that  a  time  limit  should, 
be  fixed.    He  felt  sure  that  the  finanoiaK 
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•difficulties,  if  there  were  such,  could  be 
overcomei 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  it  was 
evident  from  the  debate  that  landlords 
and  tenants  were  absolutely  united  on 
the  question ;  and  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if  the  Chief  Secretary  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
make  a  concession  to  that  feeling.  He 
would  withdraw  bis  Amendment  if  there 
was  a  promise  given  that  the  matter 
would  be  reconsidered  on  the  Beport 
stage. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  that 
opportunity  for  consideration  should  be 
afforded  by  reporting  Progress.  He 
pointed  out  that  possibly  a  way  out  of 
the  diflSculty  might  be  found  by  distri- 
buting the  bonus  on  a  graduated  system 
according  to  the  speed  with  which  land- 
lords made  their  application^ 

Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  would  not 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  proposal 
to  report  Progress,  but  it  must  not 
be  supposed  that  there  was  any 
intention  to  agree  to  the  time  limit. 
Having  regard  to  the  interests  of  British 
credit  and  British  taxpayers  he  felt 
bound  to  associate  himself  with  what 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  said  in  depre- 
cation of  any  unnatural  stimulus  of  the 
kindi  The  Government  had  met  the 
demands  made  upon  them  in  a  broad 
and  liberal  spirit,  feeling  that  it  was  weU 
to  do  so  with  hope  for  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  quiet  in  Ireland.  Feeling  this 
fully,  he  still  felt  it  would  be  unwise, 
in  the  interest  of  British  credit  as  well 
as  in  the  interest  of  the  Bill,  to  risk  dis- 
turbing the  financial  basis  upon  which 
the  Bill  rested — the  raising  of  money  at 
2  per  cent.  It  would  not  be  to  the 
interest  of  British  credit  that  they  should 

Mr,  Charles  Craig. 


be  called  upon  by  some  unnatnraT 
stimulus  to  go  to  the  money  market  for 
large  sums  of  money.  They  had  before 
them  the  probability  of  having  to  raise 
considerable  sums  for  other  purposes,  and 
to  add  this  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
working  of  the  Bill  itself.  If  money 
could  not  be  raised  at  2f  per  cent,  the  Bill 
would  not  work.  As  far  as  he  was  con 
cerned,  speaking  as  the  representative  of 
the  British  taxpayer  and  of  British 
credit,  and  also  in  the  interests  of  the 
Bill,  he  could  not  hold  out  any  hope  that 
the  Government  could  consent  to  any 
proposal  which  would  give  an  unnatural 
stimulus  to  land  purchase  in  Ireland. 

Motion  made,  and  Question, "  That  the 
Ohairman  do  report  Progress ;  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again"— (3fr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

BANKERS'  (IRELAND)  ACT  REPEAL 
BILL. 
[Second  READnco.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That   the  Bill   be   now   read  a  second 
time." 
Debate  arising. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
complained  that  an  enormous  amount  of 
pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear  in 
order  to  obtain  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
practically  without  discussion.  The 
measure  was  being  promoted  in  the 
interests  practically  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land. 

And  it  being  midnight,  the  Debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Mcmday 

next. 

Adjourned  at  two  ndnntes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  2nd  July,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Chairman   of    Committees    ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
^  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
1  to  the  following    Bills  have  been  com- 
Ji  plied  with  : — 

•~  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
^  (Na  5) ;  Local  Government  Provision*! 
I  Orders  (No.  9). 


1 


The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill.  Re- 
poiibed  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments. 


s 

s 

E 
"8 


CO 


Pentillie  Estate  Bill  [H.L.].  Reported, 
with  Amendments. 

Blackheath  and  Greenwich  District 
Electric  Light  Bill.  Reported  without 
Amendment. 

Middlesbrough  Corporation  Bill ; 
Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell 
Railway  Bill;  Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  Reported,  with 
Amendments. 

South-Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [u.L.].  The  ELing's 
consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported 
with  Amendments. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
ported from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill  Re- 
port from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
t;he  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
t.he  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties 
having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table : 

VOL.  CXXTV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


The  orders  made  on  the  16th  of  June 
and  Monday  last  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill;  Hampton 
Court  Gas  Bill.  Read  3%  "with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons ; 
read  1 ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

King's  College,  London,  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water  Bill 
fH.L.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agieed  to. 

Ipswich  Gas  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,     Reported,  with  Amendments. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill;  Neath, 
Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway  Bill; 
North  Eastern  Railway  Bill;  Wolver- 
hampton and  Cannock  Chase  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill;  Romford  and 
District  Tramways  Bill;  Wood  Green 
Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Beckenham 
Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Local 
Grovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) 
Bill.  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Lord  Abinger  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Lord  Berwick;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [H.L.];  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with    Amendments. 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill ; 
The  consent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
signified  ;  and  BUI  reported  from  the 
Select  Committee,  with  Amendments. 

jillectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  BiU ;  Hbiise  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  An  Amendment 
made :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
The  Report  of  Amendment  to  be  received 
To-morrow. 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Read 
3»  (according  to  order),  and  passed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14.)  Bill.  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill;  Amend- 
ments reported  (according  to  Order),  and 
Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Tuesday  next. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill. 
Moved.  That  the  order  made  on  the 
16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  Thursday  the 
18th  day  of  June  noxt,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2» ; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [h.L.].  a  Bill  to  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  relating  to  the  Lanark- 
shire Tramways  was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Balfour  (pursuant  to  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  sections  8  and  9);  read  1';  and  to 
be  printed.     (No.  153.) 


PETITIONS. 


LAND  REGISTERS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Petition  against ;  of  Society  of  Advo- 
cates in  Aberdeen.  Read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Petitions  in  favour  of:  of  Roman 
Catholics  in  St.  John's  Institution,  Boston 
Spa,  Yorkshire ;  Coventry  ;  Princethorpe ; 
Southam ;  Solihull ;  Eccleshall ;  Convent 
of  Poor  Clares,  Levenshulme,  Manchester; 
■Greenwich.  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Order  in  Council  of  25th  June,  1903, 
€ntitled  "The  Swaziland  Order  in 
Council.  1903." 


POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK. 
Accounts  presented  of  all 
received  and  paid  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1902,  and  of  the 
sums  received  and  paid  by  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  the 
Fund  for  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks 
in  the  same  year. 

WOODS,  FORESTS,  AND  LAND 
REVENUE. 

Eighty-first  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 
Revenues,  for  the  year  1902-1903. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 
MARINE  FUND)  ACT,  1898. 

Order  in  (Council  altering  the  scale 
set  out  in  the  Second  Schaiule  to  the 
above  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  the  levying 
of  light  dues,  in  pursuance  of  such  Act. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 

Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Board,  1902-1903 
(with  appendices.) 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  No.  9  (1903). 

Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  the  Netherlands  regulating  the 
allowances  to  witnesses  in  fishery  cases : 
signed  at  the  Hague,  26th  April,  1902 
(ratifications  exchanged  at  the  Hague, 
22nd  May,  1903). 

NATION /VL  GALLERY  (IRELAND). 

Report  of  the  Director  to  the  Board 
of  Governors  and  Guardians  for  the 
year  1902. 

MINT. 

Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the 
Deputy  Master  and  Comptroller  of  the 
Mint.  1902. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Order  in  Councfl  of  25th  June,  1903, 
authorising  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House  to  appoint  sub-commissionfflrs 
for  the  examination  of  pilots  for  Mrtain 
ports  in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 
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I  was  informed  by  my  noble  friend 
that  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
legitimately  annied  or  urged  that 
clauses  which  Parliament  had  inserted 
in  a  Bill  in  1894  had  already  become 
antiquated  and  out  of  date.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Acts  were  introduced  about  the  year 
1854,  and  the  Act  of  1894  is  simply  a 
consolidation  of  the  Acts  for  the  con- 
venience of  all  concerned. 

We  were  also  informed  that  the  Bill 
would  be  a  source  of  inconvenience  to 
British  shipowners  possessing  vessels 
trading  between  foreign  ports.  My  noble 
friend  went  on  to  point  as  an  example  to  a 
British  vessel  tradmg  between,  say,  Genoa 
and  Brindisi,  calling  at  the  intermediate 
ports,  showing  how  much  more  easy  it 
would  be  for  the  shipowner  to  employ 
Italians,  who  would  know  the  language 
and  customs  of  the  country.  But,  my 
Lords,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  know- 
ledge that  no  &uch  trade  could  be  carried 
on  with  a  British  vessel  owing  to  the 
simple  fact  that,  as  with  practically  all 
other  Maritime  Powers,  Italy  reserves 
her  coasting  trade  to  her  own  vessels. 
We  were  also  informed  that  the  captains 
and  oflScers  of  merchant  vessels  could  not 
be  drawn  upon  for  Naval  purposes  in 
time  of  war ;  but  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  even  our  Navy  was  an  offspring 
of  our  merchant  service,  and,  aa  our  men 
of  the  merchant  service  rendered  yeoman 
service  to  their  country  in  time  of  old, 
they  are  equally  capable  and  ready  now. 
Their  magnificent  work  in  the  transport 
service  is  a  perfectly  sufficient  illustration 
of  this. 

It  may  be  argued  that,  as  times  have 
changed  in  the  Navy,  so  also  have  they 
changed  in  our  merchant  service,  which 
even  yet  is  second  to  none  for  its  magnifi- 
cence and  its  efficiency.  But  I  would  ask 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  our  merchant 
service  were  it  denuded  in  time  of  war — 
as  it  most  certainly  would  be — of  the 
25,000  men  and  1,900  officers  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve  who  serve  in  our 
merchant  ships  1  I  emphasise,  what  would 
be  the  effect,  when  already  we  have  such 
an  alarming  percentage  of  foreigners  in 
the  service  ?  I  would  also  point  to  the 
100  gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Navy  who 
are  on  the  supplementary  list,  and  who, 
the    authority    of    a    distinguished 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894, 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

♦Lord  MUSKERRY  :  Your  Lordships 
will  be  fully  aware  from  the  Memorandum 
appended  to  this  Bill  that  its  object  is  to 
restrict  the  commanding  and  officering  of 
British  ships  to  British  subjects,  and  also 
to  put  an  end  to  the  practice  of  granting 
certificates  for  British  pilotage  waters  to 
aliens.  Since  I  last  introduced  this 
measure,  or  a  somewhat  similar  Bill,  under 
the    title  of  the  "  Certificates  Bill,"   im- 

Krtant  developments  have  arisen  which 
ve  more  than  ever  convinced  me — and 
which,  I  trust,  will  convince  your  Lord- 
ships— that  the  important  principles  which 
it  embodies  shoiud  now  be  accepted  by 
the  Legislature.  It  is,  of  course,  not  un- 
usual for  me  to  find  that  in  my  efforts  to 
promote  the  interests  of  our  merchant 
service  as  a  whole  —not  only  in  regard  to 
our  mariners,  but  in  regard  to  our  ship- 
owners— I  meet  with  the  stubborn  opposi- 
tion of  the  Marine  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  I  do  not  presume 
that  anything  to  the  contrary  will  be  the 
case  this  afternoon.  I  should  like,  how- 
ever, with  your  Lordships'  permission,  to 
touch  briefly  on  the  arguments  which 
were  I'sed  by  the  then  representative  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Dudley,  as  against  my  previous  efforts  in 
connection  with  this  measure. 

YourIx)rdships  were  informed  that  this 
■was  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  that 
the  Bill  meant  protection  pure  and  simple. 
But  I  do  not  for  one  moment  consider 
that  either  protection  or  free  trade  can 
be  considered  in  connection  with  what, 
after  all,  is  the  defence  of  our  coimtry,  and 
the  source  of  our  supplies  in  case  of  future 
conflicts  with  other  nations.  If  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Dudley  meant  that  the  Bill 
was  a  protection  for  British  captains  and 
officers  and  to  British  ships  carrying  food- 
stuffs in  time  of  war,  I  cordially  agree  with 
him.  Your  Lordships  were  told  that  it 
was  a  return  to  the  old  navigation  laws 
which  were  repealed  fifty  years  ago.  We 
have  gained  a  good  deal  of  experience  in 
that  time,  sufficient  to  know  that  some  of 
those  laws  contained  wise  provisions. 
Shipowners,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  are 
unanimous  as  to  the  present  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  being  obsolete,  even  though 


on 


Member  of  this  House,  have  proved  an 
unqualified  success.  They  have  shown  of 
what  quality  for  naval  purposes  are  our 
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I  do  not  deny  the  fact,  but  with  the 
great  number  of  foreign  seamen  in  our 
ships  there  may  at  any  time  be  a  krge 
number  obtaining  certificates  as  masters 
or  mates  of  British  ships.  Also  there 
are  certain  signs  of  the  times  which 
undoubtedly  point  to  the  fact  that, 
unless  measures  are  now  taken  to 
prevent  it,  many  aliens  will  eventually 
become  certificated  to  act  in  British 
ships.  I  understand,  on  very  excellent 
authority,  that  there  are  certain  English 
ships,  particularly  those  which  have 
been  in  Continental  ports,  which  now 
carry  foreign  apprentices,  paying  a 
premium  for  their  training,  and  as  aome 
proof  of  this  I  might  draw  your  attenljoa 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  Inquiry  into  the 
stranding  of  the  "Foxglove,"  where  it 
came  out  in  evidence  that  she  was  carry- 
ing two  foreign  boys  as  apprentices- 
I  have  a  letter  here  addressed  by  the 
manager  of  the  Sailors'  Home  at  one  of 
otir  largest  shipping  ports  to  a  British 
shipmaster,  stating  that  the  Danish 
Consul  had  asked  him  (the  manager)  to 
assist  in  getting  three  of  his  training- 
ship  boys  on  board  a  British  sailing 
vessel.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  manager,  such  as  I  have 
mentioned,  to  co-operate  in  this  way 
but  I  am  not  inclined  to  think  that  it  is 
to  the  benefit  of  our  own  seamen. 

There  hiia  been  much  talk  about  the 
Shipping  Combine,  and  although  th» 
Government  have,  as  they  say,  entered 
into  an  agreement  requiring  the  ships  of 
this  American  concern  to  carry  British 
officers,  it  is  just  as  well  that  we  shonld 
not  live  in  a  fool's  paradise.  Therefore,  I 
should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  what 
Mr.  Griscom,  President  of  the  American 
line,  says  about  this  International 
Mercantile  Marine  Company,  as  it  is 
called.    He  says — 


captains  and  officers  of  the  mercantile 
marine.  The  Report  of  the  Naval 
Reserves  Committee  states  that — 

"The  Committee'  do  not  overlook  the 
importance,  lx>th  as  regards  naval  and  other 
considerations,  of  securing  that  as  large  a 
proportion  as  possible  of  the  crews  of  merchant 
ships  shall  be  of  British  nationality." 

and  that — 

"  The  mercantile  marine  is,  and  ihoald 
continue  to  be,  a  valuable  source  from  which 
to  draw  a  portion  of  the  Naval  Reserve." 

and — 

"  The  present  mode  of  supplying  a  reserve  of 
executive  officers  is  satisfactory,  except  that  a 
weeding  of  the  list  of  Koyal  Naval  Reserve 
Officers  and  an  extension  of  numbers  are 
required." 

Then,  my  Lords,  there  was  advanced 
the  argument  of  retaliation  by  other 
Powers.  I  think  that  is  a  most  cowardly 
argument,  and  had  it  been  used  and 
acted  upon  in  olden  days  England  would 
never  have  been  the  Power  she  is.  I 
would  point  out  that  the  other  Powers 
cannot  retaliate,  for  they  have  long 
adopted  the  principles  of  the  Bill  now 
before  your  Lordships,  and  will  have 
none  to  command  and  officer  their  ships 
but  their  own  subjects.  There  they 
show  their  wisdom,  but  they  have  no 
Boards  of  Trade  and  no  Marine  Depart- 
ment of  that  body.  It  is  not  for  other 
Powers  to  retaliate,  but  for  the  British 
Government  to  support  and  encourage 
our  mercantile  marine  and  to  see  that 
our  seamen  are  not  robbed  of  their 
birthright  by  foreigners.  My  noble 
friend.  Lord  Dudley,  said  that 
what  your  Lordships  ail  desired  to  see 
would  be  the  employment  of  as  many 
British  subjects  as  possible  in  British 
ships.  I  cordially  agree,  and  this  would 
be  a  step — an  important  step— in  the 
right  direction. 

I  hope  to  make  my  remarks  in  the 
briefest  possible  form,  not  desiring  to 
unduly  detain  your  Lordships.  There- 
fore, with  your  permission,  I  will  simply 
touch  upon  the  principal  important 
developments  which  have  arisen  since 
this  Bill  was  last  introduced  into  this 
House.  1  believe,  from  the  latest 
official  Returns,  that  there  are  592  alien 
captains  and  officers  in  our  merchant 
service.  I  will  be  told  by  my  noble 
friend  who  represents  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  the  number  has  diminished 
since  the  issue  of  the  previous  Returns. 

Lord  Miiskerry. 


"  If  the  President  and  Congress  will  meet 
the  indisputable  economic  facts  by  l^islation, 
it  is  not  too  late  to  hope  that  a  fair  portion  of 
the  steamers  hereafter  required  by  the  nsv 
company  will  be  built  in  tne  United  States, 
manned  and  officered  by  Americans,  and 
become  part  of  the  National  Naval  Reeerra." 

Therefore,  I  say  that,  whilst  it  is  s 
serious  thing  that  no  less  than  593 
aliens  command  and  officer  British  ships 
to  the  exclusion  of  our  own  subjects, 
everything  points  at  the  present  moment 
to  a  considerable  increase  of  aliens 
obtaining  British  certificates.    We  have 
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at  present  a  Royal  Commission  deliberat- 
ing upon  the  immigration  of  aliens  into 
this  country,  and  the  serious  consequence 
thereof.  It  is  not  for.  me  to  foretell 
what  will  be  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions, although  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how 
this  country  suffers  by  reason  of  its 
being  invaded  by  the  scum  of  other 
nations. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Naval  Reserves 
Committee  it  appears  that  in  the  year 
1857  there  were  96,914  petty  officers 
and  sailors  British  subjects  ;  whilst  in 
1901  there  were  only  44,290,  or  a  reduc- 
tion of  over  50  per  cent.  I  find  also 
that  the  percentage  of  foreigners  in 
the  foreign  trade  has  increased  from  20 
per  cent,  in  1891  to  26  per  cent,  in 
1901 ;  whilst  in  foreign-going  sailing 
vessels  the  percentage  of  foreign  seamen 
went  up  from  39  per  cent,  in  1891  to 
45  per  cent,  in  1896,  and  to  no  less  than 
over  52  per  cent,  in  1901.  These  are 
-alarming  figures.    With  what    I   have 

aid  in  regard  to  a  promised  invasion  of, 
for  instance,  Americans,  as  certificated 
«aptain8  and  officers  of  British  ships,  it 
is  somewhat  significant  that  on  the 
American  Combine  being  initiated  par- 
ticulars are  to  hand  as  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  nautical  preparatory  school 
conducted  under  the  principles  of  the 
navigation  laws  of  the  United  States 
She  is  to  be  a  3,000-ton  vessel  of  the 
most  advanced  type  of  steel  construction, 
with  twenty-five  officers.  The  number 
of  pupils  is  to  be  1  mited  to  260,  and  the 
object  is  distinctly  to  train  up  officers 
ioT  service  in  vessels  owned  by  Americans, 
in  which,  of  course,  may  be  included  the 
American  Combine.  It  is  not  a  great 
stretch  of  the  imagination  to  consider 
that  these  officers  may  supplant  our  own 
subjects  in  these  ships  in  time  to  come, 
unless  your  Lordships  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent it  now.  All  other  maritime  Powers, 
-with  the  exception  of  Japan,  stipulate 
that  the  executive  of  their  ships  shall 
consist  solely  of  their  own  subjects,  and 

I  may  say  that  even  Japan  would  follow 
suit  were  it  not  that  she  has  not  an 
adequate  supply  to  meet  the  demand  of 
her  ships ;  although  I  understand  that 
in  the  largest  merchant  fleet  belonging 
to  Japan  they  have  in  each  of  the'r 
ships  at  least  one  Japanese  officer. 


Let  me  illustrate  to  your  Lordships 
how  the  attitude  of  this  country  in  the 
matter  affects  some  of  our  most  deserv- 
ing subjects.  It  is  not  very  long  ago 
that  the  Scottish  Oriental  Steamship 
Company,  Limited,  with  a  fleet  of  fifteen 
steamers,  was  sold  to  the  Germans. 
Within  fourteen  months,  all  the 
Britishers  who  had  served  for  some 
considerable  time  in  the  fleet  had  notice 
to  leave,  and  very  shortly  after  they 
were  wholly  replaced  by  German  sub- 
jects. Questioned  before  the  Subsidies 
Committee  as  to  the  immediate  effects 
of  the  transfer  of  a  British  Line,  Mr. 
Norman  Hill,  Secretary  to  the  Liverpool 
Steamship  Owners'  Association,  referred 
to  two  lines  carrying  exclusively  English 
captains  and  officers.    He  said — 

"  When  the  lines  were  taken  over  the  English- 
men on  board  consisted  of  twenty-four  captains, 
forty -eight  officers,  and  seventy-two  engineers. 
Of  these,  sixteen  captains,  forty-three  otiicers, 
and  fifty- eight  engineers  have  been  displaced 
by  foreigners,  and  the  owners  of  the  vessels 
stated  in  their  report  that  they  hoped  shortly 
that  all  the  other  EDgUshmen  would  be  dis- 
placed." 

The  percentage  of  aliens  in  our  mer- 
chant service  is  no  less  than  26  per 
.cent.,  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  wonder 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  ofTrade 
describes  it  as — 

"  A  blot  on  the  record  of  our  merchant  ser- 
vice, and  a  state  of  things  which  none  of  us 
cottld  view  with  satisfaction." 

A  per  centage  of  26  per  cent,  is  suffi- 
ciently alarming  in  itseU,  but  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  is  still  worse  when  we 
know  that  it  is  principally  in  what  are 
termed  "  tramp "  steamers  and  sailing 
ships— which  form  by  far  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  the  service  —  that  these 
foreigners  exist.  In  most  of  our  leading 
lines  you  will  find  the  British  seaman 
wholly  and  solely ;  but  go  to  the 
"  tramps "  and  sailing  ships,  and  you 
will  find  that  the  percentage  of 
foreigners  amongst  their  crews  would 
approximate,  I  am  safe  in  saying,  to 
considerably  over  50  per  cent.  Many 
of  our  large  steamers'  crews  are  composed 
of  Greeks,  Arabs— in  fact,  of  any  but 
British  seamen.  A  gentleman  writes 
that  he  has  been  in  conversation  with 
one  of  the  crew  of  a  certain  vessel,  and 
was  informed  that  the  only  Englishmen 
in  the  ship  were  the  engineers  and 
donkeymen,    the  master,  both  officers. 
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protection  of  the  British  flag,  could 
transfer  to  our  enemies  immense  cargon 
of,  perhaps,  grain,  of  which  this  counti}' 
might  be  in  dire  need. 

I  have  always  had  to  contend  with 
the  strongest  opposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Marine  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  my  efforts  in  connection  with 
this  Bill,  and  therefore  I  feel  some  degree 
of  satisfaction  when  I  know  that  Bis 
Majesty's  Government  have  now  practi- 
cally adopted  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
After  the  flutter  in  the  dove-cote  which 
was  caused  by  the  transfer  holtis-bolus 
of  great  lines  of  British  ships  to  Ameri- 
can ownenhip,  the  Board  of  Trade  were 
forced  to  realise — as  usual,  too  late— 
what  our  ship{nng  trade  was  likely  to 
come  to.  We  find  the  Government 
actually  lending  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  two  new  vessels  for  the 
Cunard  Line,  at  an  interest  of  2|  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  from  the  time  the 
new  vessels  commence  to  run  the 
Government  are  to  pay  the  Cunard 
Line  at  the  rate  of  £150,000  per  annum, 
instead  of  the  present  Admiralty  sub- 
vention. Though  there  was  really  not 
very  much  cause  for  it  in  connectioD 
with  the  Cunard  Line,  which  employ* 
none  but  British  subjects,  His  Majesty's 
Government,  in  their  agreement,  stipu- 
late that  the  Company  shall  remain 
in  every  respect  a  British  Company, 
managed  by  British  directors,  and— I 
emphasise  this  particularly  at  the 
moment — to  be  officered  by  British 
officers.  We  then  turn  to  the  agree- 
ment with  the  Atlantic  Shipping  Com- 
bine—it is  caUed  the  "  Atlantic  Shipping 
Combine,"  although  I  may  state,  for 
your  Lordships'  information,  that  some- 
where about  40  per  cent,  of  the  tonnage 
of  this  concern  is  employed  in  purely 
British  trade  between  this  country  and 
her  colonies.  The  agreement  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  th» 
Combine  is  to  the  effect  that  for  thirty 
years  every  ship  now  flying  the  British 
flag,  and  that  half  the  ships  hereafter  to 
be  built  for  the  Combination,  shall 
continue  to  be  British  ships,  and  shall 
continue  to  fly  the  British  flag; 
that  they  shall  be  officered  by  British 
officers,  and  manned  in  reasonable  pro- 
portion by  British  crews. 

Turning  away  for  a  moment  from  Hi* 
Majesty's  Government,    I  come   to  the 
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and  all  other  members  of  the  crew  being 
aliens.  I  would  also  quote  the  following 
paragraph  from  a  paper  by  the  President 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Glasgow, 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Sulh 
•idies  Committee^ 

"  The  directors  take  this  opportunity  of 
•dTerting  to  the  fact  that  at  present  there  is 
no  security  that  ships  flyine  the  British  flag 
are  really  Brituh  ships,  as  they  may  be  owned 
and  manned  by  foreigners,  and  they  suKgest 
that  vessels  flying  the  British  flag  should  at 
least  be  ofiicered  by  British  subjects  and  have 
a  preponderating  British  ownership. " 

It  is  only  a  year  or  two  back,  when  the 
proportion  of  foreigners  was  even  le^s 
than  it  is  now,  that  the  then  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  ventilated  his 
opinions  in  another  place  as  follows  : — 

"  Take,  for  instance,  the  question  of  war — the 
qaestion  of  a  war  where  the  Naval  Reserves 
were  called  out — that  wonld  be  to  deplete  the 
British  ships  of  British  seamen,  and  instead 
of  being  partially  manned  by  foreigners  they 
would,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
altogether  manned  by  foreigners.  That,  I 
think,  u  a  matter  for  very  great  regret,  and 
if  any  suggestion  can  be  made  to  remedy  that 
state  of  things,  or  to  endeavour  to  remedy  that 
state  of  things,  which  the  whole  House 
regrets,  then  the  House  wonld  do  wrong  not  to 
consider  any  suggestion  that  might  be  made." 

I  have  read  an  important  letter  ad- 
dressed to  The  Times  by  Admiral  Sir 
John  Hay,  who,  in  speaking  of  the 
Navy,  says — 

"  We  have  no  doubt  seamen  and  mariners 
of  the  finest  quality  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
man  our  present  ships,  but  we  have  absolutely 
no  reserve,  ajid  the  mercantile  marine  trains 
no  men  for  the  Navy  beyond  the  Naval 
Reserve  which  would  be  wxnted  for  the  Navy 
on  the  opening  of  a  naval  campaign.  The 
50,000  foreigners  whom  our  mercantue  marine 
train  would  have  to  leave  it  on  the  outbreak  I 
of  war,  as  subjects  of  belligerents  or  neutrals, 
and  there  are  no  British  seamen  to  take  their 
place." 

I  feel,  therefore,  that  I  have  sufficiently 
indicated  to  your  Lordships,  not  merely 
by  my  own  opinions,  but  by  the  state- 
ments of  great  authorities,  the  weight 
of  which  we  cannot  deny,  the 
strength  of  my  case.  I  say  that  the 
vessels  upon  which  the  food  supplies 
of  this  country  mainly  depend — I  refer 
to  what  are  known  as  "tramp  " 
vessels  and  sailing  ships — are  manned 
chiefly  by  aliens,  and  if  we  are  to  pro- 
tect these  food  supplies  it  seems  utter 
folly  for  us  to  allow  the  ships  conveying 
them  to  be  commanded  and  officered  by 
aliens,  who,  whilst  sailing  under  the 
Lord  Musketry. 
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Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Steam- 
ship Subsidies,  wherein  the  following  im- 
portant recommendation  is  made — 

"That  on  subsidised  vessels  the  captain, 
oflScere,  and  a  proportion  of  the  orew  ought  to 
be  British  subjects." 

In  my  Bill  I  go  a  step  farther  than  this 
in  ensuring  tnat,  for  instance,  vessels 
carrying  large  quantities  of  food  supplies 
for  the  country — such  as  "tramp" 
steamers  and  sailing  ships — ^shouId  also  be 
officered  by  British  'subjects.  Mr.  W. 
R.  Lawson,  in  a  powerful  article  con- 
tributed to  the  Contemporary  Review,  says 
that— 

"  Apparently  we  have  missed  our  chance  of 
nationalising  the  railways  of  the  country,  but 
the  merchant  marine  is  still  available  ;  with 
better  reason  the  nationalising  idea  may  one  day 
seize  on  it.  We  have  at  a  single  step — as  shown 
in  the  Canard  agreement — advanced  from  our 
old  Free  Trade  standpoint  to  the  acceptance  of 
special  relations  between  the  State  and  shipping 
companies.  It  is  a  pregnant  idea  and  may  be 
destined  to  influence  strongly  the  commercial 
history  of  our  generation." 

Admiral  Sir  £.  R.  Fremantle  in  an  article 
contributed  to  the  "National  Review" 
refers  to  the  White  Star  Line,  one  of  the 
constituent  parts  of  the  Combine,  being 
the  great  supporter  of  the  Naval  Reserve — 
and  they  deserve  every  commendation  for 
it.  Admiral  Fremantle,  however,  shows 
that— 

"  Notwithstanding  the  pledges  given  by  the 
AVhite  Star  Line  specially  to  the  nation  in 
making  a  point  of  manning  their  ships  by  the 
Naval  Reserve,  ihere  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  arrangement  made  as  to  their  future. 
Yet  it  will  be  very  h^rd  on  these  men  to  be 
obliged  to  choose  between  their  nationality  and 
Naval  Reserve  retainer  and  become  American 
citizens,  or  be  thrown  out  of  employment  and 
probably  ruined,  if  they  remain  British 
Hubjects.  How  little  of  patriotism — 'of  the 
pablic  good,  the  good  of  others  ' — lies  in  this 
neglect. 

With  your  Lordships'  permission  I  will 
now  turn  to  an  additional  important  pro- 
vision which  I  have  inserted  in  the  Bill,  to 
limit  thegranting  of  pilotage  certificates  for 
British  waters  to  British  subjects.  That 
granting  these  certificates  to  aliens  is  a 
pernicious  practice  is  so  palpable  that  it 
should  haraly  require  me  to  advance 
arguments.  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  it  is 
not  only  a  general  but  emphatic  opinion — 
with  the  exception  of  the  Board  of 
Trade — that  this  granting  of  pilotage 
certificates  to  foreigners  is  a  very  serious 
matter.      The  following  resolution  was 


passed  at  the  last  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Kingdom  Pilots'  Association — 

"  Resolved— that  this  Conferenee  views  with 
considerable  alarm  the  steadily  increasing 
number  of  f>ilotage  certificates  granted  to 
aliens,  which  impoverishes  the  native  pilot  and 
gives  to  foreign  ships  an  advantage  over  onr 
own.  We  would  respectfully  urge  Parliament 
to  take  inunediate  steps  to  abolish  a  system 
which  must  be  fraught  with  danger  to  the 
nation." 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  authorities 
should  give  facilities  to  aliens  to  study 
and  become  familiar  with  the  intricate 
navigation  of  our  home  waters.  I  under- 
stand that  in  the  year  1888  there  were 
about  thirty-five  aliens  holding  these 
pilotage  certificates ;  the  number  of 
aliens  Avith  such  certificates  now 
approaches  100,  and  they  are  acting  at 
ports  pretty  well  all  round  our  coasts. 
A  month  or  two  ago  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  received  a  deputation 
from  the  pilots  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  this  matter.  This  deputation  was 
headed  by  Sir  John  Puleston,  Lord  Claude 
Hamilton,  Sir  R.  Penrose  Fitzgerald,  M.P., 
Major  Seely,  M.P.,  Alderman  Joyce,  M.P., 
and  Lieut-Colonel  Evan  Llewellyn,  M.P. 
Sir  John  Puleston  informed  the  President 
that  over  100  Members  of  Parliament 
would  have  attended  had  it  been  necessary 
to  trouble  him  with  so  large  a  deputation. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in 
replying  to  the  deputation,  proposed  to 
communicate  with  the  Admiralty  asking 
their  views  with  respect  to  the  alleged 
national  danger  from  the  granting  of 
pilotage  certificates  to  aliens.  I  shall  be 
interested  to  learn  from  my  noble 
friend,  the  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  as  to  what  the  opinions  of  the 
Admiralty  are.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  also  stated  that  he  fdt  it 
to  be  a  strong  argument  that  no  re- 
ciprocal advantages  were  given  in  this 
direction  of  pilotage  certificates  by  other 
countries.  Before  the  Parliamentary 
Select  Committee  which  sat  in  1888,  the 
view  of  the  national  danger  of  alien  ■> 
being  granted  pilotage  certificates  was 
supported  with  unanimity  by  the  Trinity 
Houses  of  London  and  Hull  and  by 
other  witnesses,  and  I  venture  to  hope 
that  your  Lordships  will  coincide  wiih 
the  opinion  of  the  country  by  supporting 
the  clause  in  my  Bill. 

I  have  also  introduced  a  clause  with  a 
view   to   avoid  injustice  being  done  to 
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foreigneis  who  have  already  been 
granted  certificates  of  competency  and 
to  those  shipowners  employing '  them, 
but  I  make  it  a  stipulation  that  these 
foreigners  shall  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  naturalise  themseWes  at  the  earliest 
possible  time.  The  Bill  will,  therefore, 
inflict  no  injury  upon  shipowners, 
of  whom  I  would  like  to  see  more  like 
Sir  A.  L.  Jones,  head  of  the  great 
shipping  firm  of  Elder.  Dempster  and 
Co.,  who,  in  expressing  himself  as  to  the 
confidence  he  had  in  his  captains,  also 
said  that — 

"  He  was  exceedingly  proud  to  be  a  British 
shipowner  with  British  staffs  of  officers  and 
engineers." 

I  would  also  quote  the  following 
remarks  made  by  Admiral  Sir  K  R. 
Fremantle  in  distributing  prizes  on  the 
training-ship  "  Worcester  " — 

"He  asserted  that  more  encouragement 
ought  to  he  givtn  to  the  mercantile  marine 
than  had  been  accorded  hitherto.  On  that 
subject  he  quite  agreed  with  Lord  Brassey  and 
others  who  bad  expressed  themselves  to  that 
effect.  He  did  not  tralie^e  in  the  Navy  which 
was  unsupported  by  a  proper  mercantile  marine. 
That  mercantile  marine  ought  to  be  manned 
by  British  sailors  and  commanded  by  British 
officers  " 

In  regard  to  this  Bill,  a  very  well- 
known  shipowner  in  the  North  of 
England  writes  to  me  as  follows — 

"  I  talce  notice  that  yon  are  going  to  bring 
forward  a  Motion  to  amend  the  Shipping  Act, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  read  that  you  are  taking 
an  interest  to  stop  these  aliens  from  entirely 
manning  our  British  ships,  and  also  to  prevent 
them  from  holding  pilotage  certificates  unless 
they  become  naturalised  British  subjects.  I 
have  been  for  twenty  yean  a  Managing  Owner, 
and  for  many  years  was  on  the  Pilotage  Board 
of  the  Tyue  I)ock  Commissioners,  and  I  was 
always  strongly  opposed  to  the  granting  of 
pilots'  certificates  to  foreigners,  no  matter  of 
what  nationality,  for  the  very  reason  you  are 
going  to  extend  in  your  Bill,  that  we  are 
cultivating  foreigners  to  navigate  any  foreign 
foe  right  into  the  heart  of  our  country." 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  have  detained 
your  Lordships  for  so  long  in  drawing 
your  attention  to  the  case  for  my  BiU. 
You  will,  I  trust,  observe  that  it  is  by  no 
means  my  own  individual  opinions  which 
I  advance,  but  those  of  other  authorities 
which  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  not 
ignore.  It  is  unfortunately  the  case  that 
though  the  national  character  of  our 
mercantile  marine  is  at  odd  times  recog- 
nised by  those  in  power,  still  when 
attempts  are  made  to  make  this  national 

Lord  Musketry. 


character  much  more  of  a  reality  than 
it  is  at  present,  they  are  frustrated  in 
every  possible  way.  In  all  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  post-prandiid  speech,  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  said  a  very  little 
time  ago — 

"  U  we  were  to  lose  our  mercantile  marine 
it  would  mean  nothing  less  than  the  destruction 
of  the  British  Empire.  That  emmre  is 
essentially  the  empire  of  the  seas.  It  nsta 
upon  two  great  supports — upon  the  Navy  in 
the  first  instance,  and  upon  our  meitauitile 
marine  in  the  second  instance,  and  each  of 
these  supports  is  necessary  to  the  othor.  If 
we  were  to  lose  our  supremacy  of  the  neat, 
the  ocean,  which  at  present  unites  the  diflerent 

I  parts  of  the  British  Empire  and  welds  them 
mto  a  single  whole,  would  no  lonser  unite 
them,  but  would  divide  them.  And  then  tJiere 
would  come  necessarily  the  falling  asunder  of 
the  parts  and  the  eventual  dissolution  of  the 

i  Empire." 

I I  fully  endorse  the  words  of  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  and  after  this  expression 

of  his  views  I  do  not  see  how  one  of 
the  Departments  under  his  rule  can 
consistently  oppose  the  Bill. 

Is  it  too  much  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  eflFect  to  this  Bill,  which  can  only 
i  serve  to  strengthen  our  mercantile  marine, 
'  to  encourage  our  worthy  and  loyal  fellow- 
{  subjects  who  serve  in  i^  and,  by  eliminat- 
j  ing  aliens  fi'om  the  quarter-decks  of  our 
I  British  Ehips,  render  greater  security  to 
I  our  property  when  the  paramount  poeition 
I  of  the  British  Empire  may  be  at  stake  t 
I 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. 

I  — {Lord  Musketry.) 

Lord  ABINGER  :  My  Lords,  I  trust 
'  that  the  Bill  now  before  your  Lordships 
I  may  meet  with  the  earnest  consideration 
ot  His  Majesty's  Government.     It  seems 
to   me  that  in    these    days,    when    the 
foreigner  is  holding  more  than  his  own, 
it  is  our  duty  to  guard  ourselves  against 
alien  incursion.     1  recognise  that  it  is  im- 
possible, on  account  of  the  numbers  at 
present  available,  to  ask  the  Government 
to  restrict  the  manning  of  oiu:  mercantile 
marine  to  British  subjects.     The  figures 
,  at  the  present  moment  are  as    follow. 
j  Of  43,791  men  in  the  mercantile  marine 
I  only  28,698  are  British.     During  the  ten 
I  years   ended  1901  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease of  11,096  British  sailors,  and  an 
increase  of  8,730  foreigners  in  the  British 
mercantile  marine.     There  is  a  danger 
that  aliens,  knowing  the  intricacies  of  oar 
coast  as  they  do,  may  in  war  be  able  to 
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transfer  British  ships  and  cargoes  to  the 
lines  of  the  enemies.  The  fundamental 
principle  of  this  Bill  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Government  in  the  negotiations 
concerning  the  Shipping  Ck)mbination  and 
the  Cunard  Company,  and  are  also  recog- 
nised by  the  Shipping  Subsidies  Com- 
mittee, who  recommend  that  none  but 
British  officers  shall  command  or  officer 
subsidised  vessels.  I  trust  that  this 
measure,  which  has  for  so  many  months 
engaged  the  attention  of  my  noble  friend, 
wiU  receive  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government. 


Lord  WOLVERTON:   My  Lords,   I 
desire  at  the  outset  to  correct  some  of  the 
statements  of  the  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill     The 
noble  Lord  said  that  we  had  accepted  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.     My  Lords,  I  am 
here  to-day  to  ask  your  Lordships  not  to 
.grant  a  Second  Reading  to  the  measure 
now  before  the  House.    This  is  not  a 
new  Bill,  it  is  an  old  friend.     We  had  it 
befoi-e  us'  in  1899,  and  again  in  1901, 
when  my  noble  friend  Lord  Dudley  was 
representing  the  Board  of  Trade  in  this 
House.     In  asking  your  Lordships  not 
to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  my  noble  friend  through 
the  highways  and  byways  of  free  trade 
and  protection.    That  is  a  question  which 
will  no  doubt  be  raised  later  on  in  this 
House.      What  I  think  would  be  the 
courteous  thing  for  me  to  do  would  be  for 
a  fewminutes  to  follow  the  lines  of  theBill, 
for  my  noble  friend  rather  strayed  away 
at  times  from  the  subject  matter  of  his 
measure,  and    dealt  with  subjects    for 
■which  I  am  not  answerable,  and  which 
would    more   closely  come    under   the 
purview  of  my  noble  friend  the  First 
Lrf>rd  of  the    Admiralty.      The    Memo- 
randum to  the  Bill  contains  several  in- 
accuracies.   The  declared  qbject  of  the 
Bill — to  prevent  aliens  from  obtaining 
the    sole    control  of  British  ships  and 
property — will  not  be  attained    by  the 
methods  of  the  Bill.    I  admit,  certainly, 
that  the  law  at    the   present  moment 
allows  such  control,  but  this  would  net 
be  altered  by  compelling  all  masters  and 
mates  to  be  British.    The  real  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  restrict  competition,  and  to 
form  a  sort  of  close  corporation  in  the 
interests  of  British  certificated  officers. 
Among  the  serious  inaccuracies  which 


the  Memorandum  contains  is  a  statement 
that— 

"  All  the  other  leading  maritime  Powers 
restriot  the  commanding  and  officering  of  their 
merchant  ships  to  their  own  subjects. 

I  find  on  inquiry  that  neither  Germany, 
Norway,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  Chili, 
nor  Ecuador  adopt  this  principle;  and 
Spain,  Italy,  and  Denmark  only  adopt 
the  principle  with  regard  to  the  master 
of  the  ship.  Your  Lordships  are  asked 
by  the  noble  Lord  to — 

"  Check  what  promises  to  be  a  large  influx 
ol  foreigners  intending  eventually  to  obtain 
certificates  entitling  them  to  command  British 
ships." 

I  On    that  statement  I   will  trouble  the 

I  House  with  a  few  figures.    It  appears 

{ that  out  of  a  total  number  of  24,037 

I  persons  who,  in  the  five  years  from  1897 

'  to  1901,  obtained  certificates  as  masters, 

I  mates,    or   engineers,    only    483    were 

j  foreigners.    My  noble  friend  quoted  the 

figure  as  being  582,  but  I  am  sure  he  will 

I  take   the  correction  from  me.    Besides 

I  that,  I  ask  special  attention  to  the  fact 

I  that  the  numbers  are  showing  a  great 

I  tendency  to  decrease.    In  the  year  1897 

'  they  were  130 ;  in  1898  they  were  91 ; 

i  in  1899,  93 ;  in  1900.  91 ;  in  1901,  78 ; 

!  and  in  1902,  76.    I  look  upon  that  as  .-i 

I  satisfactory  decrease.     The  noble  Lord 

stated  that  the  percentage  of  aliens  in 

I  our  merchant  ships  is  increasing  to  an 

alarming  extent.      I  think   this  is  an 

exaggeration.     Noble  Lords   who  have 

travelleil  a  great  deal,  as  I  have,  will 

have    noticed    that   one-third    of    the 

j  number    of    aliens    are    Swedes,    Nor- 

wegians,    and   Danes,    and  I  am  sure 

that,     after     British     seamen,      there 

are    no    finer    seamen    in    the    world 

than  these. 

My    noble    friend    also    touched    on 
the  very  important  matter  of  the  hold- 
ing of    pilotage  certificates    by   foreign 
masters  and  mates.     The  Board  of  Trade 
have  been  in  commimication  with  the 
Admiralty  on  the  subject,  and  they  have 
received  the  following  figures.     Out  of  a 
total   of   4,000  masters  and  mates  who 
hold    pilotage  certificates,   only    eighty- 
I  seven  are  foreigners.    That  is  a  compara- 
tively small  figure,  and  in  the  further 
i  correspondence  with  the  Admiralty  on 
I  this  subject,  it  was  pointed  out  that  any 
I  sharp  and  intelligent  sailor  would  soon 
I  pick  up  a  knowledge  of  a  port  by  often 
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entering  it,  and  that  with  the  present  day 
charts  ne  could  practically  go  into  any 
port  without  a  pilot.  My  noble  friend 
stated  that  Clause  3  of  his  Bill  would 
avoid  any  injustice  beingdone  to  foreigners 
who  have  already  been  granted  certificates 
of  competency  and  to  those  shipowners 
who  are  employing  them.  That  is  rather 
a  technical  matter,  and  the  view  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  that  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  those  to  whom  certificates  had 
been  granted  less  than  six  months  before 
the  Bill  became  law.  My  noble  friend 
has  rather  implied  that  he  has  the  ship- 
owners on  his  side,  but  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  letter  addressed  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  Shipowners'  Parliamentary 
Committee.  I  will  read  it  to  the  House, 
and  I  am  afraid  my  noble  friend  will 
derive  very  little  satisfaction  from  it. 
The  letter  is  as  follows — 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  this  Coininitt«e  to 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  a  Bill  entitled 
•  A  Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1S94,'  which  Lord  Muskerry  has  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  which  he  proposes  to  move  on  Thursday, 
2iid  July.  The  objects  of  the  Bill  are  to 
preclude  any  person  who  is  not  a  British 
subject  from  obtaining  a  certificate  as  master 
or  mate  in  the  British  Merchant  Sei  vice,  or 
from  obtaining  a  licence  to  act  as  a  pilot  in 
British  waters.  When  similar  Bills  to  the 
present  were  introduced  by  Lord  Muskerry 
into  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  yearH  1899  and 
1901,  both  of  them  were  opposed  bj'  the  Eiarl  of 
Dudley  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
Second  Reading  stage  was  upon  both  occasions 
negatived  without  a  division.  I  am  directed 
by  this  Committee,  which  represents  nine- 
tenthh  of  the  merchant  shipping  tonnage  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  respectfully  express 
their  hope  that  the  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  the  Upper  House  will  oppose  Lord 
Muskerry's  Bill  for  the  following,  amonK  other, 
reasons : 

"  1.  That  although  the  Bill  onlj-  proposes  to 
prevent  foreigners  from  obtaining  Board  of 
Trade  certificates  of  competency  as  masters  or 
mates  in  the  merchant  service,  or  as  pilots, 
the  acceptance  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  by 
Parliament  would  nevertheless  involve  a  re- 
versal of  the  policy  which  has  been  deliber- 
ately adopted  by  Parliament  and  the  country 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Act  in  the 
year  1849. 

"2.  That  British  shipowners  believe  that 
if  the  Bill  were  to  be  passed  it  would  lie 
followed  in  a  very  short  time  by  a  demand  that 
every  ceriificated   officer  of   a   British    ship 


(whether  employed  in  the  navigation  of  the 

^  vessel  or  in  the  engine-room)  should  be  a  Mtith 

I  subject,  and,  also,  that  all  seamen  and  firemen 

who  are  employed  on  board  of  British  vessels 

should  be  British  subjects. 

"  3.  That  the  proportion  of  foreigners  hold- 
ing master's  certificates  in  the  British  mer- 
cantile marine  is  exceedingly  small.  Lord 
'  Dudley,  on  behalfof  the  Board  of  Trade,ind«e(i, 
stated  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  24th  Februa^ 
1899,  that  on  25th  March,  1896,  only  1§6 
foreigners  out  of  a  total  of  10,389  masters 
I  held  certificates  of  competency  ss  mastco^ 

"4.  That  a  large  number  of  British  subject! 
I  are  at  present  employed  (especially  as  engi- 
neers) m  vessels  whiph  belong  to  forei^ 
nations.  If,  therefore.  Lord  Musketry's  Bill 
were  passed  it  might  easily  lead  to  these 
nations  adopting  a  retaliatory  policy  in  this 
matter,  to  the  loss  and  injury  of  many  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects. 

"  5.  I'hat  no  valid  reason  has  been  shown 
why  British  shipowners  should — alone  of  all 
employers  of  labour  in  tiiis  country — be  for- 
bidden by  Parliament  to  employ  foreigners  in 
their  service. 

"  6.  That  if  such  a  measure  be  required  it 
should  be  introduced  by  yourself  as  President 
of  the  l>3ard  of  Trade  into  Parliament  with  the 
authority  and  upon  the  responsibility  of  Bis 
Majesty  B  Government  and  not  be  left  to  the 
initiative  of  a  private  Member  of  the  House  of 
Urds." 

That  is  the  view  taken  of  the  Bill  by  the 
shipowners,  whom  this  question  most 
intimately  concerns,  and  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  not  give  it  a  Second 
Beading. 

♦Lord  MUSKERRY :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  Shipowners'  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee that  this  is  a  Bill  which  ought  to 
be  introduced  by  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment,  but  if  the  Government  will  not  do 
their  duty,  and  as  this  is  a  much  needed 
measure,  some  private  Member  must  do 
so.  My  noble  friend  referred  to  the  ship- 
owners, but  apparently  he  does  not  know 
that  they  are  the  most  disunited  body  of 
people  in  the  whole  of  the  United  King- 
dom.  Just  before  I  came  into  your 
Lordships'  House  I  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Greenock  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, warmly  approving  of  the  Bill  and 
wishing  it  success.  This  is  a  matter  of 
national  defence,  and  I  am  compelled  to 
press  the  Bill  to  a  division. 

On  Question,  their  Lordship  divided: 
Contents,  8  ;  Not-contents,  74. 
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THE  INQUIRY  INTO  OUR  FISCAL 
SYSTEM. 

Thb  Earl  of  BOSEBERY,  in  rising 
"  to  make  further  inquiry  as  to  the  in- 
vestigation by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment into  our  fiscal  system,"  said — My 
Lords,  the  object  of  the  notice  which  I 
have  placed  upon  the  Paper  is  simply 
and  solely  what  it  purports  to  be.  I  do 
not  in  any  way  wish  to  engage  in  any 
dbquisition  as  to  the  general  question  of 
policy.  T  only  wish  to  obtain  informa- 
tion on  a  subject  on  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  been  singularly  reti- 
cent, and  I  wish  to  add  to  my  notice 
these  words,  "and  to  move  for  any 
Papers  relating  to  the  subject." 


The   Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE: 
that  in  order  t 


Is 


The  Earl  of  KOSEBERY:  Every- 
thing is  in  order.  I  am  encouraged  to 
do  this  by  the  fact  that  in  the  other 
House,  as  I  understand,  the  Govern- 
ment have  to-day  acceded  to  the  request 
of  private  Members  for  Reports  from 
foreign  countries,  and  they  have  also 
promised  to  Mr.  Bowles  extensive  and 
accurate  tables  which  will  assist  the 
nation  in  some  degree  to  arrive  at  a 
judgment  on  the  important  issue  which 
is  being  in  so  strange  and  unusual  a 
manner  submitted  to  us.  After  our 
discussion  the  other  night  I  do  not  think 


that  I  should  so  soon  have  returned  t<^ 
the  subject  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
singular  and  inexplicable  levity  with 
which  the  Government  treated  this  im- 
portant subject.  They  have  promised 
an  inquiry  on  a  subject  which  I  venturo 
to  say  is  the  most  vital  that  has  ever 
been  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
nation  for  the  last  half-century — an  in- 
quiry which,  if  it  would  do  justice  to  the 
subject,  should  be  the  most  deliberate, 
the  most  well-reasoned,  and — if  I  may 
use  a  word  by  which  I  set  more  stress 
than  His  Majesty's  Government — the 
most  efficient  they  could  set  on  foot 

I  will  say  at  once  in  a  word  why  I 
think  iO  much  of  the  question  of  inquiry. 
It  is  because  I  believe  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  of  the  issue  that  you  are  sub- 
mitting to  the  country  that  it  is  setting 
the  Empire  itself  at  stake.  I  say  deliber- 
ately that,  somewhat  hastily  as  I  think, 
and  certainly  without  sufficient  reflection 
and  inquiry,  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  in  the  last  month  done  nothing 
less  than  put  the  very  Empire  itself  at 
stake.  Now,  when  I  say  that  I  do  not 
mean  that,  going  one  way  or  the  other, 
the  result  of  their  operations  may  be  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Empire.  No,  that  is 
perhaps  beyond  even  the  power  of  Hia 
Majesty's  Government.  But  I  do  say 
that  even  already  the  relations  between 
this  country  and  the  outer  Empire  have 
been  altered  by  what  has  taken  [dace , 
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and  how  far  they  may  eventually  be 
modified  by  the  operation  of  the  policy 
of  His  Majesty's  Government — if  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  a  policy, 
and  if  it  ever  come  into  operation — 1 
cannot  pretend  to  predict.  But  one 
thing  1  am  quite  certain  of — that  if  your 
hypothetical  policy,  or  the  policy  of 
some  of  you,  does  come  into  effect, 
you  may  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
■country  as  you  promise  to  do,  you  may 
improve  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  Empire 
as  you  promise  to  do,  you  may  increase 
the  price  of  the  food  of  your  people  as 
you  promise  to  do,  you  may  raise  the 
wagesof  your  population  as  you  promise  to 
<Jo ;  but  of  one  thing  I  am  quite  certain, 
that  the  Empire  which  you  will  produce 
by  these  means  will  be  very  different 
from  the  Empire  we  have  known.  We 
have  been  anxious  to  prove  to  the  world 
that  our  Empire  meant  peace.  You 
propose,  by  your  system  as  far  as  we 
understand  it — and  I  limit  myself  in 
■discussing  it  entirely  to  what  has  been 
said,  and  not  to  hypothetical  systems 
which  do  not  exist — you  propose  by 
your  policy  to  make  this  an  Empire 
bristling  with  tariffs  at  every  point, 
brimful  of  retaliation  on  the  slightest 
pretext,  and  no  longer  affording  a 
peaceful  mart  to  the  nations  at  large, 
but  rather  a  point  of  resistance  and 
attack  wherever  our  Empire  exists  in 
the  world. 


{LORDS) 

without  rushing  to  any  hasty  conclusion, 
had  been  prepared  for  some  other  oc- 
casion. But  how  did  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  treat  this  matter  1  He 
treated  ii  in  a  long  preface  of  jokes; 
and  here  I  wish  to  guard  myself  from 
bringing  any  charge  of  levity  against 
the  jokes  of  the  noble  Earl.  But  what 
he  said  in  a  more  serious  vein  was  that 
he  was  prepared  to  answer  the  inquiry 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  investigations 
in  which  the  Government  is  involved. 
He  said — although  he  is  not  so  reported 
in  The  Times,  which  I  consulted  this 
morning,  but  I  heard  him  with  my  own 
ears— he  said  that  it  is  to  be  "a  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation."  What  is  a 
"  grand  inquest  1 "  I  have  looked  at  all 
the  ordinary  sources  of  information,  and 
I  find  that  in  the  strictest  sense  it  means 
a  grand  jury.  I  am  sure  that  the  noble 
Earl  did  not  mean  that  we  were  to 
investigate  this  question  by  means  of 
grand  juries.  I  am  sure  that  he  meant 
to  use  the  phrase  in  the  ordinary  and 
metaphorical  sense  in  which  it  is  used— 
in  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Ck>mmoD8. 
But  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
Government  have  no  intention  of  in- 
vestigating this  subject  through  the 
medium  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
because  they  have  denied  any  possibility 
of  discussing  the  matter  to  the  House 
of  CJommons,  unless  the  responsible 
Leaders  of  the  Opposition  bring  forward 
a  Vote  of  Censure. 


I  say  that  the  Grovemment  treat  this 
matter  with  le\'ity.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  charge  them  with  treating  it  in 
their  hearts  with  levity  ;  but  1  do  charge 
it  in  their  proceedings  and  in  their 
speeches.  I  will,  however,  acquit  the 
Colonial  Secretary  of  any  want  of  earnest- 
ness in  his  speeches.  But  the  rest  of 
the  Government  in  their  proceedings  and 
speeches  do  treat  this  matter  with  a 
levity  which  is  as  reprehensible  as  it  is 
incomprehensible.  The  other  night  we 
ventured  to  ask  in  humble  accents  of  the 
€rovernment  some  little  information  as 
to  this  inquiry,  upon  which  the  future, 
and  to  some  extent  the  fate,  or  at  any 
rate  the  shape,  of  this  Empire  depends. 
We  had  two  statements  in  answer — 
because  the  Foreign  Secretary  did  not 
•devote  himself  to  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  but  addressed  himself  to  the 
point  raised  by  Lord  Portsmouth.  We 
had  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  which  I  think  I  may  say. 

The  Earl  of  Jiosebery. 


Thb  Duke  of  DEVONSHIEE:  Hear, 
hear. 

Thb  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Exactly; 
that  is  the  way  in  which  the  noble  Duke 
proposes  to  deal  with  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  removed  from  Party  conflict 
as  far  as  possible.  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  are  only  to  treat  it 
as  a  Vote  of  Censure  if  they  wish  to  dis- 
cuss this  matter  of  an  inquiry.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  Government  do 
not  wish  to  investigate  this  matter  io 
the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  and  even 
the  occasional  and  fitful  discussions  in 
the  House  of  Lords  are  not  wholly  wel- 
come. What  is  this  grand  inquest  1  It 
is  to  be  conducted,  says  the  noble  Eari, 
by  the  Press  and  by  all  Parties.  The 
Press  t  Well,  the  Press  was  extremely 
reticent  about  the  matter  for  a  long  time 
after  the  first   pronouncement  of  the 
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Colonial  Secretary.  They  carried  tke 
banner  of  protection  high,  but  also  they 
carried  it  closely  furled ;  and  although 
they  are  now  beginning  to  open  out  on 
the  subject,  it  is  not  such  an  investiga- 
tion— the  mere  canvassing  of  this  matter 
by  the  PretB  —  which  is  needed  on  a 
matter  of  such  Imperial  importance.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  noble  Earl  means. 
There  is  a  very  popular  journal  which, 
in  the  beginning  of  August,  usually  opens 
a  grand  inquest  on  °  such  questions 
as  "  Is  Marriage  a  Failure  1 "  and  "  What 
shall  We  do  with  our  Sons  1 "  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  suggests  that  at  the  beginning 
of  August  the  various  newspapers  should 
set  up  as  a  subject  for  correspondence, 
"The  Future  Fiscal  Relations  of  the 
Empire."  I  confess  that  I  regard  the 
answer  of  the  noble  Earl  as  a  rhetorical 
flourish,  which  leads  us  no  further  and 
gives  us  no  information  on  a  subject  on 
which  we  have  a  right  to  information. 
Then  there  came  the  noble  Duke.  The 
noble  Duke  told  us  that  there  was  no 
need  for  the  Government  to  require 
further  information.  They  had  already 
the  information ;  what  they  wanted  was 
arrangement.  The  information  was  at 
their  disposal;  they  only  wanted  to 
arrange  it. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  said 
the  materials  were  at  our  disposal. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  do  not 
know  exactly  what  distinction  the  noble 
Duke  draws  between  information  and 
the  materials  at  their  disposal.  I  suppose 
he  means  the  Returns  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  We  know  from  an  answer  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  that  no  information 
has  reached  the  colonies  on  this  point 
since  the  Colonial  Conference  of  last 
year.  Therefore,  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  noble  Duke  looks  forward  to  the 
preparation  of  statistics  that  are  now 
before  the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  to  some 
extent,  the  country,  as  the  sole  investi- 
gation which  the  Government  propose 
to  set  up.  I  am  led  from  these  answers, 
and  the  other  answers  given  in  the  other 
House,  to  the  irresistible  conclusion  that 
there  is  no  inquiry  at  all.  If  there  were 
an  inquiry  the  noble  Duke  would  be 
able  to  explain  it  There  is  no  one 
who  can  make  a  better  statement  when 


IISO 

he  chooses  than  the  noble  Duke,  and 
there  is  no  one  who  can  make  his  mean- 
ing more  clear  and  more  succinct ;  and  I 
confess  that  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion, 
not  hastily — and  I  strongly  suspect  the 
great  mass  of  the  nation  nave  arrived  at 
it — that  there  is  no  inquiry  at  all,  but 
that  the  allegation  of  inquiry  amounts 
simply  to  this,  that  some  via  media  has 
to  be  found  for  arranging  the  irreconcil- 
able differences  of  Uie  Cabinet;  and, 
therefore,  permission  has  been  given 
which  was  not,  I  suppose,  in  the  least 
degree  needed,  to  each  Member  of  the 
Cabinet  to  investigate  the  matter  for 
himself. 

There  is  one  peculiar  feature  in  this 
inquiry — always  taking  the  hypothesis 
that  it  exists — there  is  a  unique  condition 
in  this  inquiry.  Ministers  have  said  that 
Cabinet  inquiries  are  constantly  held,  and 
that  the  result  of  them  is  not  necessarily, 
or  even  generally,  communicated  to  the 
public.  That  is  perfectly  true.  It  is  a 
platitude.  But  who  in  the  world,  or  in 
the  history  of  England,  ever  heard  before 
of  an  inquiry  conducted  by  a  Cabinet 
into  a  policy  which  is  already  announced  ? 
The  Prime  Minister  takes  great  pride  in 
his  plan.     He  says — 

"Ck>inpare  my  plan  with  the  methods 
adopted  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Mr. 
Gladstone.''^ 

Well,  I  have  the  greatest  respect  and 
friendship  for  the  Prime  Minister,  but  I 
confess  that  in  matters  of  precedent,  of 
Cabinet  precedent,  political  precedent,  I 
would  rather  follow  Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  than  I  would  the  Prime 
Minister,  with  all  his  virtues  and  abilities. 
But  he  says — 

"  Look  at  my  plan  and  compare  it  with  the 
plans  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Mr.  Gladstone  ; 
they  broke  up  their  Parties  ;  I  am  keeping; 
mine  together.  How  otherwise  would  you 
have  proposed  to  aonoance  a  policy  of  this 
kind?^' 

I  will  tell  the  Prime  Minister  at  once. 
There  is  an  ordinary  and  recognised 
method  of  communicating  any  departure- 
in  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  country  which 
is  furnished  by  the  annual  Budget.  But 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  was  any 
indication,  except  the  repeal  of  the  com 
tax,  in  this  year's  Budget  which  could 
lead  us  to  imagine  that  any  great  fiscal 
change  was  meditated.  The  Prime 
Minister  says  that  by  his  method  he  is 
keeping  his  Party  together.  I  wonder  if 
that  is  so.     I  must  say  that  I  admired 
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the  courage  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  the  other  night.  If  I  had 
nothing  else  in  his  speech  to  admire,  I 
admired  his  courage  ;  because  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  whole  of  that  inestimable 
quality  for  which  the  Navy  is  so  justly 
distinguished  was  embodied  in  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  when  he  taunted 
the  Opposition  with  their  political  divi- 
sions. Does  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  think  that  there  are  no 
divisions  in  his  own  Party  1  I  do  not 
deny  that  the  Liberal  Party  have  had 
their  distractions,  but  they  have  only 
two  recognised  leaders — Lord  Spencer, 
whom  we  are  all  so  sorry  not  to  see  here, 
and  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman ; 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  differences  in 
the  expression  of  the  public  views  of 
these  politicians  which  are  notable, 
^:ertainly  not  reprehensible.  I  do  not 
-  think  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  can  say  this  of  the 
present  Cabinet.  I  say  it  is  the  first 
time  in  history  in  which  we  have  had 
^n  inquiry  by  the  Cabinet  into  a  policy 
which  they  have  already  announced,  and 
I  say  frankly  that  the  explanation 
furnished  by  the  Government  will  not 
do. 

Consider  what  is  the  history  of  this 
matter.  The  Colonial  Secretary  goes 
down  to  Birmingham  and  announces 
Ms  programme  quite  plainly  and  clearly. 
At  the  moment  the  Prime  Minister  is 
vindicating  the  repeal  of  a  tax  on  food 
to  a  body  of  enraged  members  of  his 
Party— this  united  Party— in  London. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  stated  quite  suc- 
-cinctly  what  his  procedure  is  going  to  be ; 
I  cannot  pay  that  compliment  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  I  suppose 
it  is  supported  by  the  mass  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  There  is,  first 
of  all,  to  be  an  interminable  discussion, 
or  rather  a  discussion  terminable  at  such 
a  moment  as  the  Government  may  think 
it  expedient  to  dissolve  Parliament  and 
appeal  to  the  country.  The  Govern- 
ment are,  at  a  given  moment,  when 
they  think  it  most  convenient  for  this 
purpose,  to  appeal  to  the  country.  If 
they  receive  a  mandate,  which  in  this 
■case  will  be  a  blank  cheque,  because  the 
plan  .is  not  to  be  previously  disclosed— 
then  what  are  they  to  do  ^  Are  they  to 
produce  their  plan  1  No ;  they  are  then 
to  consult  the  Colonies.  To  everybody 
•outside  a  pantomime  one   would   have 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


thought  that  the  preliminary  to  these 
discussions,  to  the  disclosure  of  policy, 
and  to  the  General  Election  would  have 
been  consultation  with  the  Colonies. 
Then,  after  a  consultation  with  the 
Coionies,  I  suppose,  at  last,  we  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  real  policy  of 
the  Government.  I  say  this  will  not  do ; 
it  will  not  wasL  It  is  not  even  a  repn- 
sentable  programme  for  the  Govern- 
ment; and  it  does  not  explain  the 
position  ot  the  inquiry  into  which  it  is 
the  special  object  of  my  Motion  to 
investigate. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  told 
us  the  other  night  that  I  was  employed 
in  discussing  schemes  which  have  no 
existence,  and  in  rejecting  them.  I  defy 
the  noble  Lord  to  produce  any  instances 
to  prove  the  allegation.  I  will  read  two 
capital  sentences,  on  which  every  in- 
telligent mind  of  the  country  is  fixed, 
which  represent  the  clear  and  intelligible 
policy  arrived  at,  I  suspect  after  much 
private  inquiry,  and  which  has  been  laid 
before  the  country  by  the  Government. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  has  said  in  one 
speech — 

"If  yon  are  to  give  a  preference  to  the 
Colonies  you  inast  pat  a  tax  on  food." 

This  is  an  intelligible  proceeding.  But 
the  second  declaration  is  by  far  the  most 
important  declaration  ever  made  by  a 
responsible  Minister  in  my  lifetime,  and 
I  want  to  ask  the  serious  attention  of 
the  noble  Duke  to  this  sentence.  The 
noble  Duke  said  last  Monday  that  he 
agreed  with  the  speeches  delivered  by 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  on  Friday.  He  remembered, 
or  did  not  remember,  seven  subjects  of 
investigation  which  they  had  proposed 
with  which*  he  entirely  concurred.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  presume  to  ask  him  with 
reference  to  these  seven  subjects  of 
investigation,  but  I  do  ask  his  most 
earnest  attention  to  this  sentence — 

"  A  system  of  preferential  tariffs  is  the  only 
system  by  which  this  Empire  can  be  k^t 
together." 

That  condemnation  of  our  paft 
and  present  Empire,  that  sentence  so 
full  of  omen  to  the  future  of  our  EmfHre 
— because,  after  ail,  it  means  this,  that 
if  the  country  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
adopt  preferential  tariffs  our  Empire  is 
gone — that  sentence,  I  say,  is  the 
gravest  utterance  I  have  heard  by  any 
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Minister  in  my  lifetime.  What  I  have 
to  aak  the  noble  Duke  is  this  :  Does  he 
include  that  sentence  in  his  agreement 
with  the  Colonial  Secretary's  speech  1 
[The  Duke  of  Devonshire  dissented.] 
Then  I  think  he  used  words  rather 
wider  than  he  intended  last  Monday, 
and  I  rejoice  to  hear  his  explanation  and 
his  repudiation ;  but  in  view  of  these 
declarations  on  questions  of  policy  which 
have  been  put  before  the  country, 
neither  of  which  have  been  repudiated 
by  any  Member  of  the  Government 
before  this  moment,  we  have  a  right  to 
know  what  is  this  grand  inquest  on 
which  the  Government  is  engaged. 
Nothing  more  important  has  ever 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  nation. 
It  cannot  be  conducted  behind  a  closed 
door  or  a  drawn  curtain,  and  it  is  useless 
for  the  Government  to  try  and  fence 
with  the  question.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  possible  for  Parliament  or  the 
country  to  retain  any  vestige  of  that 
spirit  which  formerly  it  was  believed 
they  possessed  if  the  Government  can 
keep  this  secret  up  their  sleeve.  At  any 
rate  I  am  sure  of  this,  that  they  are 
unworthy  of  public  confidence  if  they 
do  so. 

I  will  quote  the  Prime  Minister  against 
the  Government,  and  against  the 
position  of  the  Government.  Very 
frequently  this  year — I  am  afraid  almost 
ad  nauseam — I  have  urged  a  plan  in 
which  I  conscientiously  believe  that  Lord 
Kitchener  for  the  moment  is  the  best 
person  to  hold  the  Seals  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War.  When  I  brought 
forward  that  proposition  I  was  read  a 
crushing  lecture  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
He  sajrs  that  I  was  digging  at  the  very 
root  of  Ministerial  responsibility.  What 
is  Cabinet  responsibility  1  he  asked.  It 
is  a  body  of  men  united  by  a  common 
bond  and  a  common  policy  which  they 
«re  prepared  to  defend  in  public  on  all 
occasions.  How  could  Lord  Kitchener, 
it  was  asked,  with  no  politics,  fit  into 
such  a  system  as  that  t  From  what  I 
can  see  of  the  Government,  I  conceive 
ithat  Lord  Kitchener  could  fit  in  very 
well  if  he  had  no  politics,  and  I  am 
not  sure  whether  he  would  not  be  one 
of  the  most  valuable  Members  of  the 
present  Cabinet.  At  any  rate,  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  is  that  the  Prime 
^nister,  when  he  seeks  his  pillow  at 


night,  can  reconcile  the  present  position 
of  his  Government  with  the  doctrine 
he  has  laid  down  so  strongly  of  Cabinet 
responsibility.  I  think,  then,  that  I  have 
shown  ground  for  pressing  for  further 
information  as  to  the  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  this  inquiry.  I  think  we  see 
a  distracted  Cabinet.  We  hear  of  a 
programme  of  proceedings  which  is  by  no 
means  in  accordance  with  the  best 
political  traditions  of  this  country.     We 

,  see  a  studied  reticence  as  to  the  inquiry 
in  which  our  future  and   our  fortunes 

j  are  so  largely  engaged. 

I     appeal,     then,     to    His    Majesty's 
Government  to   give   us  some  further 
information.     I  would  ask  them  if  the 
inquiry    is    definite   and   organised.    I 
^  would  ask  if  it  is  collective  or  iodividual, 
,  because  I  am  bound  to  say  that  from 
some  indications  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  is  much  more   individual   than  col- 
lective.      I    vrill  ask  them  if  there  are 
.  any    defined    subjects    of    inquiry,    or 
I  whether  anyone  can  inquire  about  what 
he  thinks  fit.    I  ask  them,  further,  if  the 
results  will  be  made  public,  or  whether 
;  the  nation  is  to  be  left  entirely  without 
I  guidance   as    to    the    proceedings   and 
i  objects  of  this   grand  inquest.    I   will 
I  hand  the  noble  Duke   my  Questions  if 
I  he  wants   to  look  at  them  more  care- 
fully.   [The  noble  Earl  handed  a  paper 
,  over    to   the   Duke   of    Devonshire.]    I 
think    I    have    the    right    to    make  a 
!  personal  appeal  to  him  in  this  matter, 
because  he  has  laid  down  the  doctrine 
,  which   I  did  not  think  was  peculiarlj 
!  applicable   when  he  laid  it  down,    but 
'  which,    ab    any      rate,     has     peculiar 
!  pertinence     at     the    present    moment. 
He  will    recognise  his    words    which  I 
turn  into  the  plural — 

"I  think  the  coantry  will  be  dispoBed  to 
take,  at  their  true  value,  the  declarations  and 
criticisms  of  statesmen  who,  for  reasons  which 
are  not  very  easy  to  understand,  declined  to 
give  their  guidance  to  the  country  or  Parlia- 
ment at  a  moment  when  that  advice  and 
guidance  might  have  been  useful  to  influence 
the  decision  of  Parliament,  and,  I  will  add,  the 
opinion  of  the  nation." 

These  were  words  addressed  to  me  by 
the  noble  Duke,  because  I  declined  to 
join  in  a  Vote  of  Censure  on  the 
Government.  I  think  the  noble  Duke 
might  take  them  to  heart  at  this 
moment,  and  might  respond  more 
fully  and  largely  than  hitherto   to  the 
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just  demand  of  the  nation  for  further 
information  as  to  this  inquiry. 

The  Lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Loids,  I  am  indebted  to  the  noble 
Earl  for  his  kindness  and  courtesy  in 
presenting  me  with  a  list  of  Questions, 
to  obtain  answers  to  which  has  been  his  ' 
sole  object  in  addressing  the  House  to- 
night. I  only  regret  that  it  did  not  I 
occur  to  the  noble  Earl,  if  he  required  ' 
information  in  answer  to  these  Questions, 
to  have  taken  what  I  should  have  [ 
thought  would  have  been  a  very  obvious  i 
step — namely,  that  of  giving  me  notice  I 
a  little  earlier.  But  the  n'  ble  Earl 
avails  himself,  I  think  somewhat  fully,  | 
of  the  rather  lax  rules  which  govern  the 
proceedings  of  this Hous&  Undercover 
of  a  notice  to  make  further  inquiries 
respecting  the  investigations  that  are 
being  conducted  by  the  Government — 
a  notice  absolutely  vague  and  indefinite 
in  its  character — the  noble  Earl  takes 
occasion  to  make  a  speech  in  which,  so 
far  as  I  can  recollect,  only  in  the  last 
sentence  has  he  asked  for  any  informa- 
tion whatever  respecting  the  investiga- 
tion which  is  going  on.  The  noble 
Earl  has  taken  advantage  of  this  some- 
what vague  notice  which  he  has  given  to 
reply  to  speeches  which  were  made  in 
this  House  two  nights  ago,  and  to  some 
speeches  which  have  been  made  in  the 
other  House  and  in  the  country.  My 
Lords,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  of  us 
sometimes  feel,  when  we  go  home  after 
taking  part  in  these  discussions,  a  deep 
regret  that  we  had  forgotten  to  say 
something,  or  that  we  had  not  thought 
of  something  which  we  very  much 
wish  had  occurred  to  us  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  But  it  is  not  given  to  all  of 
us  to  make  for  himself  an  opportunity, 
by  putting  down  a  perfectly  colourless 
and  meaningless  notice,  of  saying  all  the 
things  which  he  wished  he  had  said  on  a 
previous  occasion. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  May  1 
ask  my  noble  friend  how  I  could  have 
answered  the  speeches  on  a  previous 
occasion  when  I  spoke  before  those 
speeches  were  made  ? 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  The 
noble    Earl    has    made    a   good    many 

The  Earl  of  Bosebery, 


references  to  speeches  which  have  been 
made  not  only  here,  but  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  and  the  country, 
and  the  noble  Earl  might,  if  he  had 
thcught  fit,  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  debate  which  we  have  already  had 
in  this  House  on  this  subject  to  reply  to 
those  speeches  without  raising  a  fresh 
debate  on  his  own  account.  If  all  of  us, 
even  in  this  House,  took  that  course,  I 
think  it  would  be  somewhat  inconvenient, 
and  obviously  one  which  it  is  quite 
impossible  could  be  permitted  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  either  the  notice  itself 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  given  or  the 
speech  which  he  has  made  upon  it  would 
have  been  allowed  for  one  instant  to  be  in 
order  in  the  other  House  of  Parliaments 
And  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  is  to 
the  advantage  of  our  debates  that  such 
extreme  laxity  as  the  noble  Lord  chooses 
to  assume  for  himself  should  be  permitted 
in  our  House.  The  noble  Earl  charges  us 
with  treating  this  question  with  extreme 
levity.  He  says  we  have  put  the  Empire 
at  stake— I  do  not  know  exactly  how  he 
formulated  it — but  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  we  have  put  the  Empire  at 
stake,  and  that  our  explanations  and  our 
statements  in  respect  of  the  grave  issues 
which  have  been  raised  are  wholly 
inadequate  and  insufScient.  The  noble 
Earl  was  very  indignant  when  I  suggested 
that  it  was  possible  that  a  Vote  of  Censure 
should  be  brought  forward.  If  the  noWe 
Earl  holds  the  opinion  he  has  expressed 
to-night,  and  as  I  gather  from  his  speech 
that  he  does  hold,  that  His  Majesty'^ 
Government  are  trifling  with  a  great  suh 
ject,  why  does  he  not  put  that  opinion  in 
the  form  of  a  Resolution  t  Why  does  he  not 
invite  the  House  to  express  its  opinion 
upon  that  culpable  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  1  Abd  if  the 
noble  Earl  replies,  as  he  probably  will,  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  to  my  speech 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I 
promise  the  noble  Duke  I  will  reply  to 
it  this  evening. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  If 
he  replies  with  his  usual  complaint  that 
he  is  in  a  helpless  minority  in  this 
House,  I  ask  the  noble  Earl  whether 
there  are  not  in  the  House  of  Commons 
members  of  his  Party  who  sufficiently 
agree  with  him  to  challenge  the  conduct- 
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of  the  GoTemment  in  that  Home  on 
what  he  considers  to  be  the  culpable 
negligence  of  the  Government.  The 
ooble  Earl  at  last  concluded  his  speech 
by  asking  some  Questions  about  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  give  sufficient  time  to  the 
extremely  condensed  Questions  which 
ha  has  addressed  to  me;  but  1  will 
endeavour  in  the  course  of  what  I  hope 
will  be  the  not  very  long  observations 
which  I  shall  address  to  the  House,  to 
try — I  am  afraid  I  can  do  little  more 
than  repeat — to  try  to  explain  to  the 
noble  Earl  what,  in  my  judgment, 
is  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which 
the  Government  are  instituting.  My 
Liords,  the  noble  Earl  has,  I  think,  on 
two  occasions  gone  back  on  the  history 
of  this  question,  and  I  may  say  one  or 
two  words  about  it,  as,  in  order  to  explain 
myself,  I  think  I  ought  to  do.  The 
Colonial  Minister  made  a  speech,  as  he 
stated,  entirely  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, and  not  committing  the  GU>vern- 
ment  to  any  expression  of  policy  which 
was  contained  in  it,  in  which  he  said 
that  his  attention,  as  Colonial  Minister, 
bad  been  directed  to  certain  questions 
Affecting  the  fiscal  policy  of  this  country, 
especially  as  regarded  their  bearing  on, 
and  connection  with,  the  colonies  and 
closer  colonial  union.  He  referred  in 
that  speech  to  the  present  fiscal  re- 
lations between  ourselves  and  our 
colonies,  between  ourselves  and  foreign 
•countries,  and  also  between  foreign 
'Countries  and  our  colonies ;  and  he 
expressed  his  desire  that  these  questions 
should  be  fully  considered  and  examined 
by  the  country  before  the  country  is 
•called  upon  to  proceed  to  another 
election.  The  Colonial  Secretary  stated 
on  that  occasion,  with  perfect  clearness, 
as  the  noble  Earl  has  admitted,  what  he 
hoped  the  result  would  be.  He  hoped 
the  result  of  such  an  inquiry  would 
be  that  the  Government  of  which 
he  is  a  member  would  ask  for  a 
mandate,  and  that  the  country  would 
^ive  to  the  Government  a  mandate, 
which  would  enable  him  to  enter 
into  negotiation  with  the  colonies 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  establish  any 
closer  fiscal  relations  between  ourselves 
Aod  them.  Well,  I  believe  that  was  and 
CM  the  position  of  Mr.  Chamberlain.  The 
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noble  Earl  and  the  House  will  see  that 
that  position  it  a  very  long  way  from  the 
point  of  making  definite  proposals  to 
Parliament,  as  to  which  it  will  be,  of 
course,  constitutionally  necessary  that 
the  Government,  when  it  makes  such 
proposals  shall  be  united  in  opinion  as 
to  the  action  which  we  may  propose  to 
Parliament.  The  noble  Earl  says  that 
the  proposed  process  is  a  wrong  one. 
He  says  that  we  ought  to  have  consulted 
the  colonies  first-  I  am  not  going  into 
that  matter  now.  but  this  is  a  subject 
which  has  been  fully  dealt  with  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  himself.  He  has 
said — whether  he  is  right  or  wrong — 
that  he  holds  the  opnion  that  it  would 
be  most  impolitic  to  ask  the  responsible 
colonial  statesmen  to  come  and  discuss 
with  him  the  question  of  preferential 
tariffs  when  he  had  no  authority  from 
Parliament,  or  when  Parliament  had  no 
authority  from  the  country,  to  'justify 
him  in  entering  into  such  negotiations. 
What  would  be  the  position  of  the 
Colonial  Minister  if  he  was  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Premiers 

Thf  Eabl  of  ROSEBERY  :  Did  not 
he  discuss  it  with  them  last  year  1 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  He 
discussed  the  subject  generally,  but  he 
had  no  authority.  He  expressly  told 
them  on  that  occasion  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  make  proposals  to  them. 
In  the  Colonial  Secretary's  view,  and  I 
am  bound  to  say  also  in  my  view,  I  do 
not  see  what  would  be  the  advantage  of 
asking  the  Premiers  to  come  here  and 
discuss  definite  detailed  proposals  for 
preferential  treatment  of  our  colonies  if, 
after  they  had  returned  to  their 
colonies,  they  should  find  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  no  authority 
either  from  Parliament  or  from  the 
country  to  make  such  proposab.  That,  I 
understand,  is  the  position  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  When  I  come  to 
the  position  of  the  Grovernment,  I  admit 
it  is  a  different  one;  but  I  do  not  admit 
that  it  is  a  position  which  in  any  degree 
conflicts  with  that  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  We  are  agreed  with  the 
Colonial  Secretary  that  the  time  is  ripe 
for  a  review  of  the  results  of  our  fiscal 
policy  of  the  last  fifty  years — that  the 
time  is  ripe  for  a  review  of  the  results  of 
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a  policy  which  alone  amongst  all  the 
great  nations  of  the  world  we  have 
adopted— of  the  results  of  that  policy 
upon  our  home  trade,  our  trade  with 
foreign  nations,  our  trade  with  the 
colonies — of  the  results  of  that  policy 
upon  our  manufacturing  industries,  and 
on  the  condition  of  our  people — of  the 
results  of  that  policy  on  our  relations 
with  our  colonies.  We  entirely  agree 
with  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  time 
is  ripe  for  such  a  review.  But,  whether 
the  result  of  such  an  inquiry  will  be  to 
join  us  in  asking  the  country  to  give  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary  the  mandate  which 
he  hopes  to  receive — that  is  a  question 
which  can  only  be  decided  after  the 
inquiry  is  concluded.  My  Lords,  it  will 
depend  on  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
whether  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  ask 
the  country  for  a  mandate  at  all  on  the 
subject,  and,  if  so,  what  mandate— 
whether  it  be  a  mandate  extending  to  the 
large  policy  which  has  been  indicated  in 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  speeches,  or 
whether  it  be  a  mandate  far  more  re- 
stricted in  its  scope.  But  until  the  time 
comes  when  we  are  called  upon  to  ask  the 
country  whether  we  are  to  receive  a  new 
mandate  on  this  subject  or  not,  I  fail  to 
see  that  any  case  has  been  made  out  why 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  all  be  in 
perfect  harmony  and  agreement  in  our 
views  upon  these  questions. 

The  noble  Earl  wants  to  know  what  is 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible,  at  this  stage  at  all 
events,  fully  to  answer  the  question. 
I  have  always  said,  and  I  desire  still  to  say, 
that  it  is  not  inquiry  alone,  but  discussion, 
that  is  necessary,  in  my  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  at  this  stage  of  the 
inquiry  and  discussion  strictly  to  define 
or  to  limit  the  subjects  which  are  to  be 
inquired  into  and  discussed.  I  referred 
the  other  night  to  the  speeches  delivered 
two  days  before  by  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  did  not 
say,  or  at  all  events  did  not  intend  to 
say,  as  the  noble  Earl  seems  to  have 
understood,  that  I  agreed  with  every- 
thing that  was  contained  in  those  two 
speeches.  I  referred  to  them  as  indi- 
cating the  nature  and  scope  of  the 
inquiry.  The  Prime  Minister  indicated 
four  points  which  he  considered  were 
subjects  for  inquiry.  The  first  was 
whether    the    necessary    provision    of 
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capital  applied  to  our  industries  was 
imperilled  by  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  below  cost  price.  He  instanced 
in  connection  with  that  question  the 
Sugar  Convention,  which  has  jjready 
been  entered  into ;  and  quoted,  I  think, 
some  words  of  Mr.  Gladstone  in  elucida- 
tion of  his  point  of  view.  The  second 
subject  for  inquiry  was  whether  tariff 
negotiations  with  other  countries  wen 
not  rendered  increasingly  difficult  and 
almost  impossible  by  our  present  fiscal 
system.  The  third  was  whether  th» 
colonies  were  unable  to  give  ua,  even  if 
they  desired  it,  preferential  treatment 
without  running  the  risk  of  foreign 
intervention.  The  fourth  point  wu 
whether  union  with  the  coloniee  by 
closer  fiscal  relations  could  not  be  made 
possible,  ^nd  the  Prime  Minister  further 
indicated,  although  he  did  not  name  it 
as  one  of  the  subjects  of  the  inquiry,  that 
in  his  judgment  there  was  no  logical  or 
substantial  reason  why  such  a  pdicy  u 
was  indicated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
should  not  be  carried  out  without  any 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  to  tbe 
working  classes. 

On  the  same  occasion  the  Coloniil 
Secretary  indicated  one  or  two  subjecU 
which  he  desired  to  see  inquired  into. 
He  asked  whether  it  was  a  fact  that 
the  exports  of  our  manufactures  to  the 
colonies  exceed  our  exports  to  all  the 
protected  States  and  the  United 
States  of  America  combined.  He  asked 
next  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  ov 
exports  to  the  protected  States  ate 
diminishing  in  quantity  and  in  value.  He 
asked  a  further  question,  the  form  »'■ 
which,  I  believe,  was  not  perfectly 
accurately  stated,  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  cultivate  trade  with  10,000,000 
of  our  kinsmen — I  believe  he  stated  the 
figure  too  high— he  said  £10  per  head 
— but  that  does  not  invalidate  the  align- 
ment— at  a  large  amount  per  head  than 
to  conciliate  300,000,000  of  foreigners 
who  only  trade  with  us  to  the  extent  oi 
a  very  few  shillings  per  head.  I  sm 
not  in  the  least  saying  that  this  is  an 
exhaustive  or  definite  list  of  the 
subjects  to  be  inquired  into.  There 
may  be,  and  undoubtedly  m*, 
other  subjects  which  will  occur  at 
once  to  the  mind  of  every  man  who  ha» 
paid   any    attention    to   the    problem ; 
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there  are  others  which  undoubtedly  will 
develop  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry. 
But  I  ask,  taking  that  list  only,  whether 
the  noble  Earl  or  noble  Lords  opposite 
are  prepared  to  say  that  these  are  ques- 
tions which  they  have  considered  so 
fully  and  completely  as  to  be  satisfied 
that  no  inquiry  is  necessary,  or  whether, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  prepared  to 
say  that  those  subjects  are  absolutely 
immaterial  and  have  no  relation  to  the 
question  whether  our  fiscal  policy  does 
or  does  not  require  some  revision  to 
meet  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Empire. 

This  being  the  nature  of  the  inquiry, 
I  say  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
limit  its  dimensions,  to  confine  it  within 
strictly  defined  limits.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  beforehand,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  inquiry  and  dis- 
cussion what  subjects  >lie  within  it  and 
what  subjects  are  outside  it.  Neither 
can  we,  in  my  opinion,  limit  the  number 
or  the  character  of  those  who  may  be 
called  upon,  or  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
take  part  in  the  inquiry.  We  have 
already  said  that,  as  a  Government,  we 
have  considered  it  our  duty  to  enter  upon 
this  inquiry;  and  we  shall  avail  our- 
selves of  all  the  means  at  our  disposal  to 
make  it  a  thorough  and,  we  trust,  a 
satisfactory  inquiry.  We  are  quite  con- 
vinced that  we  cannot — nor  do  we  desire 
to — exclude  any  other  body  of  our  fellow 
subjects  from  taking  their  part  in  this 
inquiry  also.  In  my  view,  every 
Member  of  Parliament,  every  candidate 
for  a  Parliamentary  seat,  and,  so  far  as 
he  Lb  able  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  question  at  issue,  every  elector 
is  bound  to  take  his  share  in  this  in- 
quiry ;  and  I  believe  that  even  those 
who  most  deprecate  the  raising  of  this 
question,  those  who  are  apparently  con- 
vinced that  we  live  under  the  most 
perfect  fiscal  institutions  that  can  be 
conceived,  will  be  compelled  ^  indeed, 
they  have  already  found  themselves  com- 
pelled— to  take  their  share  in  the  inquiry. 
The  noble  Earl  himself,  in  his  first  speech 
on  this  subject,  delivered,  I  think,  at 
the  City  of  London  Liberal  Club,  took  a 
very  useful  and  a  very  prominent  part 
in  this  inquiry,  and  produced  a  great 
variety  of  arguments  which  led  him  to 
doubt— as  many  of  us  doubt,  and  as  I 
myself  gravely  doubt — the  expediency  of 


imposing  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the  people. 
Those  who  have  taken  up  a  still  more 
pronounced  position  than  the  noble  Earl, 
those  who  deprecate  any  investigation 
whatever,  are  also  bound  by  the  very 
necessity  of  their  position  to  join  us  in 
this  inquiry.  Their  view  is  that  we 
occupy  the  best  possible  position  under 
the  best  possible  fiscal  system  ;  and  it  is 
for  them,  after  the  lapse  of  fifty  years, 
and  especially  after  the  experience  which 
has  been  gained  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  to  establish  that  view.  I  think  I 
said  on  the  first  occasion  that  I 
addressed  the  House  upon  this  subject 
that  upon  those  who  advocate  this 
change  in  our  fiscal  system  rests  the 
burden  of  proof ;  and  I  adhere  to  that 
opinion.  But  I  also  hold  that  upon  those 
who  assert — if  there  are  any  who  do 
assert  it — that  the  advantages  of  the 
present  system  are  so  firmly,  coi^ 
clusively,  and  abs<Jutely  established  as 
to  be  beyond  inquiry  also  rests  the 
burden  of  proof  of  the  accuracy  and 
justice  of  their  assertion.  I  can  only 
say  in  conclusion  that  I  deeply  regret 
the  noble  Earl  should  have  postponed  to 
the  very  end  of  his  able  and  eloquent 
speech  the  Questions  of  which  he  might 
have  given  me  notice  a  day  or  two  ago. 
At  aU  events,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
enter  into  a  detailed  definition  of  the 
scope  and  course  of  this  inquiry  without 
further  notice  than  that  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  thought  fit  to  give  me. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords, 
T  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  general 
discussion  of  this  important  subjeot,  and 
so  far  as  I  have  any  remarks  to  make 
they  will  be  entirely  directed  to  the 
speech  we  have  just  heard  from  the 
noble  Duke.  The  noble  Duke  took  ex- 
ception to  the  speech  of  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Rosebery,  because,  he  said,  until 
the  last  sentences  there  was  no  attempt 
on  his  part  to  press  the  Question  which 
formed  his  notice  on  the  Paper. 

ThbDukb  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Thet» 
was  no  Question. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  maintain 
that  my  noble  friend's  speech  through* 
out  was  one  continuous  demand  for 
further  information  with  regard  to  the 
nature  and   the  scope  of  the  inquirv 
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which  has  been  instituted  by  the  Gorema 
ment.  The  noble  Duke  has  giTen  no 
information  whatever  in  his  speech 
beyond  that  which  has  already  been 
Touchsafed  either  in  this  House  or  in 
the  other.  He  has  not  extended  by  one 
iota  that  information,  and  he  has  not 
attempted  to  answer  any  one  of  the  four 
points  specially  pressed  on  his  notice  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery.  The 
noble  Duke  cited  seven  propositions. 

The  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Not 
propositions. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Well,  seven 
subjects  for  inquiry,  put  forward  in 
the  other  House  by  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  asked 
whether  they  were  not  fit  subjects  for 
inquiry.  Of  course  they  are  fitting  sub- 
jects for  inquiry,  and  I  hope  that  es- 
pecially the  points  raised  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  will  be  taken  up  in  this  inquiry 
and  thoroughly  searched.  We  have  no  fear 
of  the  result  of  such  a  search.  The 
noble  Duke  took  exception  to  the 
weighty  words  of  my  noble  friend  when 
he  described  the  situation  as  one  which 
involved  the  position  of  the  Empire  being 
at  stake.  Weil,  my  Lords,  I  think 
sufficient  proof  of  that  may  be  found 
from  the  lips  of  the  noble  Duke's 
colleagues  and  ex-colleagues.  One  ex 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  de- 
scribed the  situation  as — 

"  A  gamble  with  the  food  of  the  people." 

Another  Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer 
has  described  this  policy  as — 

"  Deeply  injurioas  to  the  oonntry,  and  one 
which  would  do  more  to  dis-nnite  than  unite 
the  Empire." 

Whilst   the    present  Chanoellor   of  the 

Exchequer  says — 

"  I  cannot  be  a  party  to  a  policy  which,  in 
my  opinion,  would  be  detrimental  both  to  this 
-country  and  to  the  colonies." 

The  noble  Duke  then  says,  "If  those 
opinions  are  ohared  by  the  Opposition, 
if  they  think  that  so  grave  a  state  of 
affairs  has  been  arrived  at,  why  do  not 
they  challenge  the  Government  by  a 
Vote  of  Censure  1  I  will  answer  the 
noble  Duke  by  another  question.  Will 
the  Government  give  us  a  straight 
issue  on  the  simple  point,  Is  it  good 
policy  that  preferential  tariffs  shall  be 
placed  on  the  food  of  the  people  t 
Lord  Tweedtrwuth. 


I  will  tell  the  noble  Duke  why  suck  s 
Motion    has    not    been    put    forward ; 
indeed,  he  gave  the  answer  to  his  own 
question  in  the  very  next  section  of  his 
speech.     He  said  that,  after  all,  there 
was  no  policy  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that   the   Colonial  Secretary  on 
his  own  motion  had  put  forward  certaia 
proposals ;    that    those    proposals  vere 
not  adopted   by  the   Government,  and 
that    they    were    merely   subjects  for 
discussion.      The    noble    Duke  knom 
perfectly   well    that  if  a    Motion  veie 
brought   forward   in  the  other   House 
challenging  the  point  it  would  be  met 
by  the  Government  with   the  statement 
that  they  had  merely   offered    ceittin 
proposals  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  for 
examination     and    discussion    by    the 
country,  and  they  would  taunt  us  with 
the    charge    that    we    were   afraid  of 
inquiry,   and   that   our   cause   was   so 
bad  that   it  could  not  stand  investigi- 
tian.    My  Lords,  we  are  not  afraid  of 
inquiry,  and  we  find   no  fault  with  t'e 
proposal  for  an  inquiry,  but  what  we  do 
find  fault  with  are  the  methods  and  the 
manner,  and  the  condition  under  which 
this    inquiry  is  going  to    be  held,  or, 
rather,  I  should  say  the  method  and  tlie 
manner,  and  the  conditions  under  which 
this  so-called  inquiry  is  not  going  to  le 
held.    This   is  a  matter  of  the  highest 
interest.      It  is    a    matter    of  extreme 
intricacy,  and  one  would  have  imagined 
that  this  inquiry  would  have   been  held 
by  statesmen,  by  experts,  by  professors 
of  economics  quietiy.    One  would  have 
thought  that  even  the  Colonial  Secretary 
himself,  might  have   sat  as  a   learner 
from   the  results   of  such   an  inquiry- 
Again  and  again  has  it  been  said  that 
this  is  not  merely  an  inquiry,  but,  still 
more,  a  discussion.     Well,  I  contend  that 
the  words  discussion,  debate,  and  inquiry 
are  almost  contradictory  of  one  another, 
and  to  suppose  that  a  matter  of  this  sortcsn 
be  fairly,  squarely,  and  impartially  decided 
upon  bv  discussion  on  the  platform  and 
in  the  Press  seems  to  me  to  be  a  curious 
view  of  the  situation.     Then  the  noble 
Duke  said  that  this  question  of  preferen- 
tial   tariffs    had    not    been    before   the 
colonies.     That  is  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary statements  I  have  ever  heard 
made.     This  subject  was  brought  before 
the   Colonial    Premiers   at  the  Colonial 
Conference,    and   was,   moreover,   made 
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the  subject  of  a  paragraph  in  their  Report, 
which  I  will  venture  to  read  in  order  to 
remind  the  noble  Duke  of  what  the  views 
of  the  colonies  were  as  expressed  by  their 
Premiers  at  that  Conference.  On  page 
thirty-nine  of  the  Report  will  be  found 
these  words : — 

"  In  connection  with  the  discussion  of  pre- 
fe-ential  trade  the  Conference  also  considered 
the  point  raised  by  the  Oommoawealth  Govem- 
inent  as  to  th«  possibility  of  the  colony  having 
most-favoured-nation  treatment  in  foreign 
countries  in  the  event  of  their  giving  a  tariff 
preference  to  British  goods.  Ad,  however,  the 
e.\  ports  from  the  colonies  to  foreign  countries 
are  almost  exclnsivel;^  acticles  of  food  or  raw 
materials  for  various  udustries,  the  (losaibility 
of  discrimination  against  them  in  foreign 
markets  was  not  regarded  as  serious,  and  as 
the  exports  of  foreign  countries  to  the  colonies 
are  mainly  manuiactared  articles,  it  wa* 
recognised  that  if  such  discrimination  did  take 
pl«ce  the  colonies  had  an  effective  remedy  in 
their  hands." 

Therefore  the  Colonial  Premiers  abso- 
lutely put  it  on  record  that,  in  this 
matter  of  preferential  discrimination, 
they  themselves  had  the  power  in  their 
own  hands  to  do  whatever  was  necessary 
in  the  way  of  retaliation  against  foieien 
countries.  The  noble  Duke  says  that  the 
position  of  the  Government  does  not 
conflict  with  that  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. Well,  my  Lords,  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  strange  statement.  At  any  rate 
the  position  of  the  Grovemment  so  far 
conflicts  with  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  they  are  not  ready  to 
make  themselves  responsible  for  this  policy 
which  he  puts  forward  as  the  only  one  which 
can  bind  the  various  parts  of  the  Empire 
together.     Surely  there  can  hardly  be  a 

freater  conflict  between  responsible 
linisters  of  the  Crown  than  when  the 
Minister  who  is  responsible  for  the 
Government  of  the  colonies  says  to  his 
colleagues  such  and  such  a  policy  is 
absolutely  essential  to  keep  the  colonies 
together,  and  then  his  colleagues  say  : 
"  This  is  a  matter  of  secondary  import- 
ance. It  is  one  only  for  inquiry,  and 
we  must  postpone  this  policy  till  some 
future  occasion  when  further  discussion 
has  taken  place  upon  it."  If  these  are 
conditions  under  which  responsible 
Cabinet  Grovemment  can  be  carried  on  in 
this  country  they  are  entirely  novel  ones, 
and  I  think  the  precedent  of  the  present 
Government  will  not  be  held  up  by 
future  ones  in  preference  to  those  of 
eacfier  Governments  and  Ministers  who 
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were  more  careful  and  particular  as  to 
agreement  amongst  themselves. 

The  Duke  of  RUTLAND :  I  have  no 
intention  of  entering  into  the  discussion 
raised  by  the  noble  Earl  on  the  cross 
benches,  but  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  may 
be  regarded  as  the  best  justification  for 
the  noble  Duke's  challenging  those  who 
take  such  strongviews  on  this  subject  to 
produce  their  Vote  of  Censure.  The 
noble  Lord  said  they  did  not  know  what 
they  had  to  censure,  and  then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  formulate  a  Vote  of  Censure. 
He  went  on  to  show  that  the  Vote  of 
Censure  which  they  were  prepared  to 
move  was  to  the  effect  that  any  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the  people 
was  objectionable.  If  that  is  the  Motion 
they  are  prepared  to  move — well,  why 
don't  they  move  it  t 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  the  noble  Duke 
has  much  reason  to  complain  of  the 
laxity  which,  he  says,  I  allowed  myself 
in  enlarging  in  my  speech  the  subject  of 
which  I  had  given  notice,  because  I 
observe  that  the  noble  Duke  had  made 
no  inconsiderable  preparations  to  deal 
with  all  those  subjects,  which  seems  to 
me  to  prove,  either  that  we  were  both 
out  of  order,  or  that  he  anticipated  with 
some  confidence  the  discussion  that  has 
taken  place. 

The  Dukk  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
knew  you. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  trust 
the  noble  Duke  al-o  knew  the  House  of 
Lords,  although  I  observe  that  he 
indicated  a  wish  to  reform  its  procedure, 
from  which  I  would  advise  him  to 
desist,  having  htd  some  experience  of 
that  matter.  I  would  only  call  attention 
to  one  or  two  points  raised  by  the  noble 
Duke.  The  Government  always  tell  us 
what  they  are  going  to  inquire  into. 
They  never  telT  us  who  is  going  to 
inquire.  It  is  not  enough  to  tell  me  that 
I  may  inquire.  I  can  do  that  without 
the  permission  of  the  Government. 
It  is  not  enough  to  tell  candi- 
dates for  Parliament  that  they 
may  inquire.  They  can  do  that  without 
the    permission    of    the    Governmeut. 
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The  noble  Duke  always  says:  "We 
think  that  the  inquiry  should  do  this ; 
we  think  that  after  the  inquiry  has 
taken  place  we  should  do  that;"  but 
my  question  is  what  the  inquiry  is, 
and  who  is  conducting  it,  and  by  what 
methods)  The  noble  Duke  must  tell 
us  that.  Is  the  Cabinet  sitting  like 
the  Council  of  National  Defence,  to 
inquire  ?    Is  it  a  committee  t 

Thb  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE:  The 
Prime  Minister,  answering  a  Question 
in  the  other  House,  said  the  inquiry 
would  be  conducted  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  not  by  a  Royal 
Commission  or  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  or  by  any  Departmental  Com- 
mittee. The  inquiry  would  be  conducted 
by  the  Cabinet  itself,  and  would  not 
necessarily  lead  to  a  Report. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  Then 
may  I  ask  the  noble  Duke  for  a  distinct 
answer  to  this  question  t  Is  the  Cabinet, 
or  is  it  not,  conducting  any  inquiry 
into  these  matters  1 

The  Duke  oe  DEVONSHIRE :  The 
Cabinet  is  conducting  an  inquiry. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY :  Then  at 
last  we  have  a  definite  understanding. 
The  twenty  members  of  the  Cabinet 
are  conducting  an  investigation  into 
the  fiscal  system  of  the  country.  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  do  not  depre- 
cate it.  I  do  not  think  it  the  non- 
partisan committee  which  ought 
to  investigate  this  matter,  but,  at 
any  rate,  we  have  at  last,  after  a  month 
of  questioning,  elicited  the  information 
that  the  Cabmet  has  begun  to  inquire. 
That  is  really  the  gist  of  the  whole 
matter.  We  now  may  hope  that  when 
the  Cabinet  hold  their  meetings  they  are 
not  conducting  the  ordinary  administra- 
tion of  the  country,  but  that  they  are 
investigating  the  fiscal  system.  That  is 
all  we  know.  The  noble  Duke  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  I  did  not 
challenge  the  opinion  of  the  House  by 
a  Vote  of  Censure  on  the  proceedings  of 
Hu  Majesty's  Government.  The  noble 
Duke  supplied  one  answer,  and  I  had 
already  supplied  the  other.  He  supplied 
the  answer  that  it  would  be  preposterous 
for    any    one    without    a    considerable 

Ihe  Earl  of  Jioseiery. 


I  following  in  this  House  to  challenge  ^ 
I  Government  which  owns  the  almost 
'  unanimous  support  of  the  House,  and 

that  it  would  give  a  very  false  notion 
I  abroad    as    to  the   division   of    public 

opinion  on  this  matter.  I  supplied  by 
J  anticipation  the  other  answer,  and  it 
I  wa«  this — that  I  do  not  think  that  the 
i  future  or  the  fate  of  this  Empire  as 

defined  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  should 
I  be  made  a  question  of  Party  recriminatioD 

and  partisan  discussion.    For  my  part. 

however   much    the  Qovernment  may 

wish  to  throw  it  into  the  arena  of  Party 
!  politics,  I,  at  any  rate,  .'-hall  endeavour  to 
I  keep  it,  as  far  as  can  be,  out  of  it.  Tlw 
I  noble  Duke  in  his  speech  has  indicated  a 
]  perfectly  new  theory  of  the  functions  of 

Cabinet  Government   in  this   countiy. 

He  says — 

I     "We  are  to  discuss  and  we  are  to  invesikate, 
!  bnt  there  is  no  reason  why  we  ghonid  be  a 
i  united  Cabinet  on  this  policy  until  we  have 
disclosed  it." 

!  Surely  that  is  one  of  the  most  K- 
I  markable  theories  of  Cabinet  Govern- 
I  ment  that  has  ever  been  disclosed  in  this 
I  country  or  in  the  world.  On  the  most 
I  important    fiscal    question,    and,  as  it 

affects  the  Empire,  the  most  important 

of  all  questions  which  touch  the  honour 
I  of  the  country,  the  Cabinet  is  allowed  to 

be  a  disunited  body,  to  make  speeches  in 
I  any  direction  they  please  until  they 
'  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion,  at  a  policy 

on  which  they  can  unite.  I  venture  to 
'  say  that  the  whole  theory  of  Cabinet 
,  Government  has  never  been  reduced  to 
I  such  a  nullity  or  to  such  ridicule. 

!      The  Motion  was  not  pressed. 
i 

REGIMENTAL  CANTEENS. 

Earl    grey    asked     His    Majesty's 
'  Government  if  it  was  quite  clear  that 
I  under  the  new   rules  for  the  manage- 
ment    of     refreshment     branche-    of 
regimental      institutes,      1903,     every 
i  regimental  commanding  officer  had  the 
!  power  to  apply  the  co-operative  principle 
to   the  management  of  his  regimental 
I  canteen. 

;  Thk  under  secretary  op 
I  STATE  for  war  (The  Earl  of  Habd- 
i  vncKE) :  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
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that  when  the  regulations  were  framed 
the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  that  the 
attention  of  general  officers  commanding 
should  be  called  to  the  subject ;  but  it 
was  never  contemplated  that  officers  in 
command  of  regiments  would  be  refused 
permission  to  manage  their  regimental 
canteens  in  the  way  they  thought 
most  suitable.  Until  the  noble  Earl 
suggested  the  doubt,  none  of  the  military 
aathoritiM  were  aware  that  it  was  possible 
to  entertain  such  a  doubt.  The  tendency 
of  the  regulations  is  to  give  large 
authority  to  the  genera]  officers  com 
manding,  but  also  to  allow  officers  com- 
manding regiments  to  conduct  their 
canteens  in  the  way  they  consider  best. 

Eabl  grey  said  that  the  answer  was 
quite  satisfactory,  as  removing  the 
doubts  which  had  existed. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 
Amendment    reported    (according    to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Tuesday 
next. 

COUNTY  COUNCILS  (BILLS  IN  PAR- 
LIAMENT) BILL. 

EDUCATION  (BORROWING)  BILL. 
CONTRACTS  (INDIA  OFFICE)  BILL. 
Bead  3"    (according    to    Order),  and 


BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Amendments   reported    (according    to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  past  Seven  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  2nd  Jvly,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill. 
Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
Bill  [Lords].     Read  the  third  lime,  and 
with  Amendments. 


Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill.  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
[New  Title.] 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(Na  5)  Bill.  As  amended,  considered, 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments, 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill.  Reported  [Parties  do  not  proceed]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

PETITIONS. 


LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND   LICENSING   LAW   (COM- 
PENSATION   FOR   NON-RENEWAL) 
BILL. 
Petition  from  Plymouth,  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfiew,  for  alteration  ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  UNIVERBITlT  IN 
IRELAND. 

Petition  from    Dunfermline,   against 
establishment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabl& 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  the  25th  June,  1903,  under  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act.  1894,  authoris- 
ing the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  to 
appoint    Sub  -  Commissioners    for  the 
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Examination  of  Pilots  for  certain  Ports 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 
MARINE  FUND)  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Order  in 
Council  altering  the  Scale  set  out  in  the 
Second  Schedule  to  the  Act,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  levying  of  Light  Dues  in 
pursuance  of  the  Act  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
the  25th  June,  1903,  entitled  The 
Swaziland  Order  in  Council,  1903  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINT. 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-third  Annual 
Beport     of    the    Deput;    Master   and 
Comptroller    of    the    Mint,    1902    [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LIABILITY  FOR 

INCREASE  IN  BRITISH  SOLDIERS' 

PAY). 

Keturn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  15th  May ;  Sir  Charles  ItiOce] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PREFERENTIAL  TRADE 

Return  ordered,"  showing,  with  regard 
to  those  countries  where  we  do  not 
enjoy,  de  jure  or  de  facto,  most-favoured- 
nation treatment  the  character  and 
amount  of  the  advantages  granted  to 
other  countries ;  showing  also  the 
amount  of  British  trade  with  such 
countries  for  the  five  years  preceding 
and  the  five  years  succeeding  the  date 
when  the  differentiation  came  into  force 
in  each  case." — (Sir  Edgar  Vincent.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Savings  of  Working  Classes  at  Home 
and  Abroad. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General, 
if  the  Betums  furnished  to  him  by  the 
post  offices  of  the  United  States,  France, 
and  Germany,  enable  him  to  give  the 
House  any  means  of  companng  the 
savings  of  the  working  classes  in  those 


countries  in  savings  banks  with  the 
savings  of  the  work^  men  of  the  Umted 
Kingdom  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank ; 
and,  if  not,  if  he  can  obtain  this  informal 
tion  through  the  Foreign  Office  or  other- 
wise. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlaim.} 
There  are  no  savings  banks  in  connection 
with  the  post  offices  of  the  Cnited  States, 
or  Germany,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
post  office  savings  banks  in  France  and 
the  United  Kingdom  are  so  different  that 
any  comparison  would  be  worthless.  For 
example,  no  one  may  have  an  account  of 
more  than  £60  in  the  French  haak, 
whereas  the  limit  in  this  coimtry  is  JC200. 
On  the  31st  December,  1901,  there  wer» 
3,806,000  depositors  in  the  French  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank,  and  the  amount  t«> 
their  credit  was  £43,215,600.  On  the 
same  date  there  were  8,788,000  depositors 
in  the  British  Post  Office  Savings  Bank^ 
and  the  amount  to  their  credit  was- 
£140,393,000. 

Report  of  Indian  Irrigation  Commisnon- 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To- 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  will  state  when  the  Report  of  the  Irri- 
gation Commission  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  Gtorge 
HamiUan.)  I  am  informed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  that,  owing  to  delay  in. 
printing,  the  Report  of  the  Irri«ttion 
Commission  will  not  be  ready,  in  India^ 
before  the  4th  of  July.  As  soon  as  I 
receive  the  copies  which  I  have  asked  the 
Gtovemment  of  India,  to  send  they  will 
be  distributed  to  hen.  Members,  but  at 
present  I  cannot  say  when  this  will  be. 

Agricultural  Banks  la  India- 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  agricultural  banks  which  have-. 
been  established  in  India  and  where  they 
are  situated ;  and  has  he  any  Reports. 
showing  the  results  of  this  experiment. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  Oeorg» 
Hamilton.)  I  am  unable  to  state  how- 
many  agricultural  banks  have  been 
establish^  in  India.  The  number  is^ 
however,  inconsiderable,  and  they  are  on 
a  purely  experimental  footing.  I  propose 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Beport  of  thtt 
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Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  banks  in  India. 

Betorn  of  nacne  Iiioealation  in  India. 

Mr.  WHR  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether,  in  order  to 
judge  of  the  value  of  the  fdague  serum 
inoculation,  he  will  arrange  for  a  Return 
to  be  kept  of  all  persons  inoculated,  and 
of  those  who  subsequently  succumb  to 
plague. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  Oeorge 
HamUton.)  Returns  of  the  kind  referred 
to  are  already  maintained  in  moat 
provinces.  I  am  in  communication 
with  the  Viceroy  with  the  object  of 
securing,  in  future  Returns,  such 
increased  completeness  and  accuracy 
as  the  circumstances  permit. 

Sepuation  of  Judicial  and   Execatire 
Functions  in  Indian  Administration. 

Mb  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  with  regard  to  the 
memorial  urging  the  separation  of 
judicial  and  executive  functions  in 
Indian  administration,  presented  in 
August  1899,  can  some  statement  be 
placed  before  Parliament  showing  what 
course  has  been  followed  since  that 
memorial  was  forwarded  to  the  Indian 
Government,  and  what  is  the  general 
view  taken  of  this  subject  by  that 
authority  or  by  the  Viceroy  or  Council ; 
and  can  any  of  the  more  recent  corre- 
spondence on  this  question  between  the 
Government  of  India  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  be  presented  to  Parliament  at 
an  early  date. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Ha/ndllon.)  No  correspondence  on  the 
subject  has  passed  between  the  Viceroy 
and  myself  since  the  memorial  was 
referred  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  of  India,  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  view  taken  by  that 
Government  of  the  questions  raised. 
The  memorial  was  referred  by  the 
Government  of  India  to  local  govern- 
ments for  their  opinions,  which  I 
understand  have  been  received  and  ar<> 
nnder  consideration. 

Oitjr  of  Bombay  ImproTement  Act,  1896. 
Sib  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe)  : 


whether,  in  view  of  the  anxiety  felt  in 
respect  of  the  working  of  the  provisions 
of  The  City  of  Bombay  Improvement 
Act,  1898,  notably  the  clauses  relating 
to  the  constitution  of  the  board  and 
acquisition  of  land,  he  will  impress  <ni 
the  Government  of  Bombay  the  ex- 
pediency of  deferring  to  the  representa- 
tions embodied  in  the  petition  addressed 
to  the  Governor  by  the  members  of 
the  Ratepayers'  Association. 

{Antwered  by  Secretary  Lord  Oeorge 
Hamilton.)  I  have  not  seen  the  petition 
referred  to,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to 
interfere  in  the  manner  suggested.  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
representations  of  the  Association  will 
receive  due  consideration  from  th* 
Government  of  Bombay. 

Railway  Development  in  India. 

Mr.  RANDLES  (Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  Government  will 
press  forward  railway  development  in 
India,  in  view  of  the  Report  of  Mr.  T. 
Robertson ;  do  they  propose  to  adopt  his 
suggestions,  and  in  particular  to  increase 
the  inducements  to  the  investing  public 
by  improving  the  conditions  under 
which  guarantees  are  given ;  and  will 
he  further  consider  how  far  surplus 
profits  from  guaranteed  railways  can  be 
devoted  to  reduction  of  rates. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  Before  taking  action  upon 
Mr.  Robertson's  Report  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  who  will  shortly  address 
us  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
last  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question, 
the  matter  of  the  reduction  of  rates  on 
Indian  railways,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
effected  without  undue  loss  of  revenue, 
is  one  that  is  kept  constantly  in  view. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  it  is  intended  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  Mr.  Robertson's  Report  on  Indian 
Railways,  and  if  the  House  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  discuss  ng  same. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)    Copies    of    Mr.    Robertson'a 


To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  :  Report  will,  I  hope,  be  distributed  in  the 
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Course  of  a  few  days.  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  hon.  Member  to  ask  for  any 
special  opportunity  for  its  '  discussion 
under  present  circumstances,  as  explained 
in  my  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
■Cockermouth. 

Ohina  Sqaadron— Chin  Sii^ts- 
Mb.  HABMSWOBTH  (Gaithness- 
«hire):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  state  whether  the 
jights  of  every  ship  in  the  China 
Squadron  have  been  recently  altered  by 
the  armourers  or  artificers  of  the  respec- 
tive vessels. 

{Atuiwered  jy  Mr.  Arndd-Forster.)  No 
Report  to  tLis  effect  has  been  received, 
but  the  battleships  have  been  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  improved  pattern 
sight,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  after  delivery. 

liChaanel  Fleet— Defective  Chm  Sights. 

Mr.  HAEMSWORTH:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
gun  sights  of  H.M.S.  "  Majestic,"  flag- 
«hip  in  the  Channel  Squadron,  have 
been  proved  to  be  defective  and  have 
required  alteration;  and  whether  the 
.gun  sights  in  any  other  ships  in  the 
Channel  Squadron  are  defective ;  and, 
if  so,  what  steps  are  being  taken  to 
restore  efficiency  to  the  guns  of  the 
Channel  Fleet. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Anwld-Forster.)  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that  modifications 
in  the  system  of  turret  sighting  as 
originally  fitted  to  the  ships  of  the 
"  Majestic "  type  are  desirable.  Im- 
proved gear  has  been  prepared,  and  is 
heing  issued  to  all  battleships  of  the 
Channel  Fleet,  and  is  nearly  complete. 

Wheat  Duty  in  France. 
Colonel  DENNY:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
is  the  duty  per  quarter  upon  wheat 
charged  upon  entry  into  France;  and 
what  is  the  present  price  of  wheat  in 
France  compared  with  the  price  of  the 
same  quality  in  Britain. 

{Anstvered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Late.)  The 
French  import  duty  on  wheat  is  at  the 
rate  of  seven  francs  per  100  kilogrammes, 
equal  to  12s.  2^d.  per  quarter.  The 
average   of  the  prices  of  wheat  at  the 


deven  French  markets  for  which  particu- 
lars are  given  in  the  Jounul  0§ad 
for  the  29th  June  was  408.  8^.  per 
quarter.  The  Gazette  average  price 
of  British  wheat  in  England  and  Wales 
for  the  week  ended  20th  June  was 
27s.  6d.  per  quarter. 

Imports  and  Exports  between  Foreign 
Coimtries  carried  in  British  Ships. 

Me.  CHAELES  M' ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
can  furnish  figuresshowing  the  aggregate 
tonnage  of,  and  the  value  of  the  impoits 
and  exports  by,  British  shipping  enteral 
and  cleared  between  foreign  countiw, 
for  the  latest  year  in  respect  of  which 
such  statistics  are  available,  and  for 
each  of  the  preceding  nine  years;  or  it 
such  statistics  arenot  at  present  avaiiaUe, 
whether  he  will  endeavour  toobtainthem 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)    It  is  not 

6}ssible  to  state  the  aggregate  tonnage  of 
ritish  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
between  foreign  countries,  since  the 
information  available  only  relates  to 
certain  foreign  countries,  and,  more- 
over, the  figures  of  these  countries  if 
added  together  would  involve  a  consider- 
able amount  of  duplication.  The  follow- 
ing particulars  for  certain  foreign 
countries  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
hon.  Member,  though  for  the  reason 
stated  they  should  not  be  added  up- 
Estimated  tonnage  of  British  Vessds 
entered  and  cleared  with  cargoes  and  in 
ballast  at  ports  in  the  undermentioned 
countries  in  trade  with  countries  other 
than  the  United  Kingdom— Russia,  1900, 
3,674,000  tons;  Sweden,  1901,788,000 
tons;  Norway,  1900,  148,000  tons; 
Germany,  1901,  2,671,000  tons;  France, 
1901,  7,253,000  tons;  Belgium,  1901, 
4,504,000  tons;  Holland,  1901,  2,730,000 
tons;  Austria  Hungary,  1901,  186,000 
tons;  United  States.  1901.  14.421,000 
tons;  Chile,  1901.  3,099,000  tons; 
Argentine,  1900,  2,195,000  tons.  It  is 
not  possible  to  state  the  value  of  imports 
and  exports  carried  by  these  vessels. 

Imports  into  the  8elf-Gk>7eming  Colonifls. 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  if  he  can  state  the  amount  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years  of  the  imports  into 
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the  sdf-gorarning  colonies  of  foreign 
manufactures,  distinguishing  if  possible 
bettreen  those  articles  in  which  we  com- 
pete and  those  in  which  we  do  not  com- 
pete. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  I  regret 
that  the  Colonial  Statistical  Returns  do 
not  classify  imports  from  foreign 
countries  into  manufactured  and  un- 
manufactured  articles. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Qeveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  value  of  the 
imports  of  British  produce  into  the  self- 
governing  colonies  per  head  of  their 
aggregate  population. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  In 
1902  the  value  of  British  produce  ex- 
ported to  the  self-governing  colonies  was 
about  £5  lOs.  per  head,  if  the  coloured 
population  of  South  Africa  be  omitted,  or 
£A  8s.  per  head  of  their  aggregate 
population. 

Oreek  Ourrant  Monopoly- 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  any  communications  have  passed 
between  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Greek 
Oovernment  respecting  the  proposed 
syndicate  to  monopolise  the  currant  crop 
of  that  country. 

[Answered  by  Lord  Cranhome.)  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member 
4x>  the  answer  given  by  me,  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe.t 

Compensation  for  Sparks  Bill— Horses 
for  the  Army. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding)  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  J  North  Hunts,  as  represent- 
ing the!  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  will  he  state  when  he 
proposes  to  proceed  with  the  Compensa- 
tion for  Sparks  Bill,  as  promised  by  his 
predecessor ;  and  whether  he  has  yet 
issued  the  circulars  giving  particulars  to 
farmers  and  horse  breeders  of  the 
requirements  of  the  War  Office  for 
Army  horses,  which  were  also  promised 
by  his  predecessor. 

t  See  page  387. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  FeUowes.) 
The  question  of  the  payment  of  com- 
pensation for  damage  done  by  sparks 
from  railway  engines  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  my  noble  friend,  but  we 
are  not  aware  of  any  promise  given  by 
our  late  colleague  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  In  any  case,  the 
condition  of  public  business  is  such  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  any  legisla- 
tion to  be  undertaken  during  the  present 
session.  With  regard  to  the  second  part 
of  the  Question,  the  War  Office  have 
issued  a  leaflet  giving  particulars  of  the 
regulations  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Army  Remounts.  This  leaflet 
has  been  published  in  the  Joumai  of  th« 
Board  of  AgrioaUure,  and  copies  have 
been  sent  to  applicants  for  information 
on  the  subject.  I  have  given  directiois 
that  a  copy  shall  he  sent  to  the  hon .  Mem- 
ber. We  shall  be  glad  to  consider  whether 
any  further  steps  can  with  advantage  be 
taken  to  give  publicity  to  the  War 
Office  requirements,  but  I  may  say  that 
the  number  of  horses  purchased 
annually  in  normal  times  of  peace  is 
stated  by  that  office  to  be  not  more 
than  2,500. 

Arbitration  under  the  Labourers  Acts  in 
DundaUc 

Mr.  T.  M  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  received 
the  protest  of  the  Dundalk  District 
Council  of  15th  June  against  the  action 
of  the  arbitrator  under  the  Labourers 
Acts  in  awarding  an  average  of  £32  an 
acre  to  owners  as  compared  with  £18  to 
occupiers  for  land  compulsorily  acquired, 
which  the  Council  offered  £25  an  acre 
for  all  round ;  can  he  say  by  whom  the 
arbitrator  was  appointed ;  is  he  a  land 
agent ;  and  will  care  be  taken  that  no 
person  directly  connected  with  a  p  irticu- 
lar  interest  in  Irish  land  shall  in  future 
act  as  arbitrator  under  the  Labourers 
Acts. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  Repre- 
sentations to  the  effect  stated  were  re- 
ceived. The  arbitrator  was  appointed 
by  the  Local  Government  Board;  the 
gentleman  appointed  is  a  land  agent  and 
surveyor.  It  would  not,  I  am  afrairl, 
be  practicable  to  act  on  the  suggestion 
with    which    the    Question     concludes. 
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The  persons  selected  for  employment  as 
arbitrators  in  such  matters  are  persons 
with  an  extensive  experience  of  the 
value  of  land,  and  who,  it  is  considered, 
will  discharge  their  duties  in  a  con- 
scientious and  impartial  manner. 

Lettarkenny  Bailway  Station  Proposed 
Bridge. 

Mr.  McFADDEN  (Donegal,  K) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Board  of 
"Works  in  Ireland  propose  to  accede  to 
the  request  of  the  Letterkenny  Urban 
Council  to  erect  an  overhead  bridge  for 
the  convenience  of  passengers  crossing  at 
the  Letterkenny  Railway  Station  to  the 
opposite  platform  to  and  from  the  trains 
on  the  Burtouport  line. 

{Ansroered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  No  such 
application  has  been  made  by  the  District 
Council  to  the  Commissioners  of  Works. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  the 
Council  has  communicated  on  the  subject 
with  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  which 
Department  the  Question  should  properly 
be  addressed. 

Letterkenny  Bailway. 

Mr.  McFADDEN :  To  aak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  o'^ 
Ireland  if  he  will  direct  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  to  supply  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Donegal,  as  the 
arbitrator  appointed  by  the  Donegal 
County  Council,  to  -sign  the  accounts 
of  the  amounts  payable  by  the  County 
Council  in  respect  of  the  Letterkenny 
Railway  guarantee,  with  a  copy  of  the 
working  agreement  between  the  Board 
of  Works  and  the  Lough  S willy  Railway 
Company  as  to  the  working  of  the 
Letterkenny  Railway,  in  order  that  he 
may  see  that  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment are  carried  out  by  the  company, 
or  what  remedy  the  County  Council 
and  the  public  have  in  reference  to  the 
late  repeated  complaints  made  as  to 
the  working  of  this  railway  by  the 
company. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  fFyndham.)  The  offceo- 
ment  made  between  the  Board  of  Works 
and  the  Lough  Swilly  Railway  Company 
wUI,  of  course,  be  accessible  to  the  hon. 
Member  in  his  capacity  of  arbitrator 
during  the  arbitration  proceedings.  It 
would    be    contrary    to    the    invariable 
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practice  of  the  Board  to  communicate 
copies  of  such  agreements,  and  it  is  un- 
desirable on  general  grounds  to  create  a 
precedent,  i  shall  be  prepared,  however, 
if  the  hon.  Member  so  desires,  and  with- 
out interfering  with  the  liberty  of  actaon 
of  the  Board  of  Works  in  this  respect,  to 
lay  a  copy  of  the  agreement  on  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

Case  of  Thomas  Wheatly. 

Mb.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  attes- 
tion  has  been  called  to  the  case  <d 
Thomas  Wheatly,  at  present  an  innate 
of  the  Kilmacthomas  Union,  County 
Waterford,  who  left  the  County  Watei- 
ford  about  the  year  1878,  and  has  been 
employed  principally  with  the  same  firm 
in  Scotland  since  then  until  last  October, 
when  he  got  employment  in  W»k«; 
whether,  seeing  that  this  man  lost  h» 
leg  when  in  the  employment  of  a  coUierj 
company  near  Glasgow,  can  he  itat» 
what  compensation  aid  be  get  from  the 
company;  and  will  he  explain  why, 
when  Wheatly  was  compelled  to  enter  a 
union  near  his  place  of  employment  in 
Wales,  he  was  made  a  charge  on  Iiish 
ratepayers  rather  than  on  the  people 
among  whom  he  worked. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  In  the 
circumstances  stated,  the  removal  of  this 
man  to  the  place  of  his  birth  would 
appear  to  have  been  in  accordance  with 
the  law.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  the  several  statements  in 
the  Question,  and  I  have  no  information 
to  enable  me  to  say  whether  Wheatly 
received  compensation  from  the  colliery 
company. 

Irish  Land  Bill- 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wickbw, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
would  embody  in  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
such  modification  of  the  31st  section  of 
the  Irish  Land  Act,  1881,  as  would 
enable  small  farmers  in  Ireland  to 
borrow  money  at  3J  per  cent,  for  fifty 
years  for  the  purpose  of  huikling  suit- 
able dwelling  houses. 

(Answered  {by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
section  of  the  Act  of  1881  to  which  the 
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hon.  Member  refers,  is  part  of  the  com- 
plicated Code  of  Statutes  dealing  with 
Improvement  Loans  in  Ireland.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  burden  the 
Trish  Land  Bill  with  legislation  on  this 
difficult  subject. 

Ooimty  Inflrmaries  in  Ireland. 

Db.  THOMPSON  (Mooaghan,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  grant  a 
Betum  showing  the  charges  and  liabili- 
ties affecting  each  county  infirmary  in 
Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  will  be  practicable  to 
give  the  Betum.  I  am  making  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  however,  and  will  com- 
municate with  the  hon.  Member  as  soon 
as  I  am  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

Porthcawl  Bifle  Range. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the 
construction  of  the  Porthcawl  rifle  range 
in  Glamorganshire;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  state  approximately  what  the 
proposed  expenditure  will  be. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodriek.) 
The  site  is  available  for  use  as  a  field- 
firing  range  without  any  expense  for 
construction.  The  estimated  cost  of 
«<Mistructing  a  sectional  range  is  £2,500, 
but  as  such  a  range  at  Porthcawl  would 
be  used  principally  by  the  auxiliary  forces 
its  construction  has  been  in  abeyance  and 
will  not  be  further  considered  until  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Militia  and 
Yolonteers  has  reported. 

Begimental  Canteens. 

Mr.  JHABWOOD  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if,  under  the  new 
rules  for  the  management  of  the  refresh- 
ment branches  of  regimental  institutes, 
every  regimental  commanding  officer  has 
the  power  to  apply  the  co-operative  prin- 
ciple to  the  management  of  his  regimental 
<»mteen. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodriek.) 
The  reply  is  in  the  affirmative,  with  the 
proviso  that  the  approval  of  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  the  Army  Corps  or 
4]istrict  is  necessary  in  each  case.    The 


hon.  Member  is  probably  aware  that  a 
large  number  of  canteens  are  conducted 
on  the  tenant  system,  and  where  this  is 
profitably  and  satisfactorily  carried  out 
It  is  improbable  that  any  change  will  take 
place. 

Trades  TTnions  Oonuniaaion. 

Mr.  HABWOOD  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if,  on  the  Royal 
Commission  to  consider  the  law  affecting 
trades  unions  and  the  rights  of  combina- 
tion, it  is  proposed  to  appoint  any  trades 
unionist  representatives  j  and,  if  so,  in 
what  proportion  to  the  whole. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  The 
hon.  Member  cannot,  I  think,  be  aware 
that  the  Boyal  Commission  has  been 
formally  appointed.  It  is  not  possible 
now  to  reconstruct  the  Commission,  and 
by  a  large  addition  to  its  members, 
whether  of  trades  unionists  or  employers 
of  labour,  to  change  the  whole  basis  of 
its  constitution. 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Boyal  Arsenal— lorddite  Workers. 

Major  EVANS- GOBDON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
men  employed  in'  the  lyddite  sheds  at 
the  Boyal  Arsenal  are  paid  by  piece  work 
or  by  time,  and  whether  he  can  give  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  shed 
in  which  the  recent  accident  took  place 
and  the  rate  of  wages  they  received. 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  men  are  paid  by  piece  work 
on  the  fellowship  plan,  by  which  the 
earnings  of  the  whole  gang  are  pooled 
and  shared.  There  were  nine  men  in  the 
compartment  in  which  the  explosion 
took  place ;  the  other  men  killed  were 
in  or  about  the  other  compartments  of 
the  building.  Their  average  wages 
range  from  36s  to  38s.  8d.  a  week,  accord- 
ing to  their  ratings. 

Major  EVANS  -  GOBDON  :  Does 
my  right  hon.  friend  propose  to  put  a 
stop  to  what  seems  to  be  the  dangerous 
practice  of  paying  men  employed  on  this 
kind  of  work  at  piece  and  fellowship 
rates  1 
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Me.  BRODRICK:  I  answered  a 
Question  as  to  that  the  other  day.t 
i  said  the  whole  question  was  receiv- 
ing careful  consideration. 

Blank  Ammnnition- 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
any  field  or  horse  artillery  other  than 
those  on  the  Indian  establishment  are 
stiU  using  black  powder  at  manoeuvres. 

MR.  BRODRICK:  Yes,  Sir.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
smokeless  blank  cartridge,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  difficulty  will  be  over- 
come. 

lorddite  ShellB. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  there  is  any  suspicion  that  a 
considerable  number  ot  lyddite  shells 
may  contain  picrate  of  soda;  and,  if 
there  are  any  such  suspected  shells,  what 
will  he  do  with  tliem. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  No  lyddite  shells 
are  suspected  of  being  in  a  dangerous 
condition.  The  causes  of  the  explosion 
at  Woolwich  are  under  investigation 
by  a  Committee  of  experts,  and  such 
action  will  be  taken  as  regards  lyddite 
shells  as  their  report  may  show  to  be 
necessary. 

Colonel  InOLAN  :  When  will  the 
Report  be  made  t 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  cannot  say. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  Will  it  be  in  a 
month  or  a  couple  of  years?  Are  you 
poing  to  indefin  tely  postpone  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  BRODRIpK :  There  is  no  desire 
to  postpone  the  question.  Obviously 
it  is  one  lo  which  tzperts  must  give 
careful  consideration. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Inquiry  have 
closed  their  deliberations  at  the  Arsenal  f 

.\1R  BRODRICK  :  I  cannot  say.  Sir. 
t  See  page  384. 


Naval  Works  Bill 
Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  will  be  convenient 
to  state  now  the  amount  of  the  expen- 
diture for  which  provision  will  be  mad* 
in  the  forthcoming  Naval  Works  Bill 

The  CIVIL  LORD  of  thr  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretvman,  Sufi^olk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  The  total  sum  to  be  provided 
for  expenditure  during  the  finuidal 
years  1903-04  and  19O4-O6i8JE8,670,877. 
Of  this  sum  j£574,877  is  available,  bein; 
unspent  balance  on  the  sum  provided 
by  previous  Acts,  leaving  a  sum  of 
J£7, 996,000  to  be  voted  in  the  Bill  of  tbii 
I  year. 

SoUbh  AMcan  Constabnlaiy. 
Mb.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prert- 
wich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  owing  to  the  reduction  in 
the  numbers  of  the  South  African 
Constabulary,  men  who  enlisted  in 
1901  for  three  years  have  been  dis- 
missed with  only  the  cost  of  their 
railway  fare  to  Capetown;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  dissatisfaction 
existing  among  these  men  at  this 
alleged  breach  of  agreement  he  can  give 
them  some  further  compensation. 

Thr  SECRETARY  of  STATE  m 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chahbeblain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  breach  of  agreement  hu 
occurred.  The  condition?  of  enlistment 
in  the  South  African  Constabulary  of  th* 
men  in  question,  specified  that  a  non- 
commissioned officer  or  man  was  liable  to 
discharge  at  any  time  by  order  of  the 
Officer  Commanding  u  Division. 

South  African  Bebels. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of    State   for  the  Colonies  if 

any  rebels  in  the  Cape  Colony  or  Natal 

are  now  retained  in  prison  for  rebellion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No  rebek 
are  now  detained,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
for  the  crime  of  rebellion. 

Estate  of  late  James  McOo  van. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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tlie  Colonies  if  he  will  request  the 
admin  straior  of  the  affairs  o!  the  late 
James  McGowan,  of  the  Lendy  estate, 
in  Rhodesia,  to  forward  the  amount 
received  to  the  mother  of  the  deceased, 
who  lives  at  Longford. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  hon. 
Member  is  aware  that  according  to  a 
despatch  dated  30th  April  instructions 
ha^e  been  given  locally  that  any  sum 
shown  to  the  credit  of  the  estate  should 
b«  remitted  to  the  heirs,  and  I  will 
enquire  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

Mr.  FARRELL  :  I  acknowledge  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  kindness  in  the 
matter.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  un- 
necessary delay,  as  the  woman  is  in  a 
very  delicate  condition. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes,  I 
will  endeavour  to  hurry  it  up. 

Alaska  Boundary  TribnnaL 

Me.  ROSE  (Cambridgeshire,  New- 
market): I  begtoasktheSecretary  of  State 
fortheColonieswhetherthereoent  negotia- 
tions between  the  Government  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States  for  the  renewal  of  a  reciprocity 
treaty  were  suspended  on  account  of  the 
desire  of  the  Dominion  Government  to 
await  the  decision  of  the  Alaska 
Boundary]  Tribunal  before  proceeding 
further ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  state  why 
these  negotiations  were  suspendedi 

Me.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  no 
ofBciai  information  on  the  subject  since 
the  proceedings  were  interrupted  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  an 
arrangement  about  the  Alaska  boundary, 
but  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  the  papers 
that  the  Canadian  Government  has 
recently  informed  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  resume  negotiations  at  the  present 
time- 
Delhi  Manoeuvres— Use  of  Black  Powder. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
at  the  Delhi  manoeuvres  in  the  last  cold 
weather,  black  powder  was  used  by  the 
Artillery  ;  and,  if  so,  whether   he  can 


explain  why  the  difficulties  which  long 
prevented  the  use  of  Tcordite  in  blank 
charges  for  guns  in  this  country  have- 
not  yetjbeen  overcome  in  India. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  have  no  information  on 
this  subject,  but  I  will  communicate  with 
the  Government  of  India,  and  will  let 
the  hon.  Baronet  know  the  result. 

Indian  Import  Duties  on  Band 
Instruments. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  what  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Grovernment  of  India 
with  regard  to  the  import  duties  on 
instruments  of  military  bands. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  has 
been  decided  that  musical  instruments 
which  are  the  property  of  the  regimental 
bandsshall  lie  exempt  from  Customs  duty. 
A  notification  on  the  subject  is.  being 
prepared  and  will  be  issued  before  the 
next  trooping  season. 

Great  Indian  Peninsular  Annuities. 

SiB  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (Islington. 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  Great  Indian 
Peninsular  Annuities ;  and  whether  it  is 
his  intention  to  abide  by  the  decision,  or 
whether  he  proposes  to  attempt  to  altei 
it  by  legislation. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  tbe  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
do  not  contemplate  proposing  any  altera- 
tion of  the  law  b»  now  interpreted. 

Dog  Licences. 

Mb.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick):  I 
beg  ;d  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whether  he  has  received  a. 
communication  from  the  North  Wales 
Federations  of  Meat  Traders  asking  that 
the  sheepdogs  of  meat  traders  shall  be 
exempted  from  taxation,  as  allowed  to 
farmers ;  and  whether  he  will  favourably 
consider  their  application. 
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*Mr  RITCHIE:  I  cannot  promise  to 
introduce  legislation  in  the  direction  sug- 
gested. There  are  weighty  objections 
«veii  to  the  present  exemptions  from  Dog 
Licence  duty,  as  the  hon.  member  will 
see  on  reference  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Laws  relating  to  Dogs 
(C.  8320  of  1896),  and  any  proposal  to 
extend  the  exemptions  would,  I  am 
satisfied,  meet  with  considerable  opposi 
tion.  Moreover,  the  produce  of  the  duty 
goes  to  local  authorities,  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  should  be  justified  in  depriv- 
ing them  of  a  part  of  this  revenue. 

Income  Tax  Appeals. 

Mb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
rules  in  force  regarding  the  returns  and 
collections  of  income  tax  diflFer  in  Ireland 
and  Great  Britain ;  and  that  in  Ireland  the 
Commissioners  will  not  consider  an  appeal 
■case  unless  previously  furnished  with  a 
return,  while  in  Oreat  Britain  the  Com- 
missioners will  consider  an  appeal  case 
in  the  absence  of  such  return  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  assimilate 
the  practice  in  both  countries. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand, the  hon.  Member  appears  to  be 
under  a  misapprehension.  The  Special 
Commissioners  would  not  under  the  exist- 
ing practice  be  deterred  from  hearing  an 
income  tax  appeal  in  Ireland  by  the  fact 
that  no  return  had  been  made  by  the 
-appellant. 

Sugar  Factories  under  Bond. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  how  many  sugar  factories,  sugar 
refineries,  or  factories  for  the  extraction 
of  molasses,  it  is  estimated  it  would  be 
necessary  to  place  under  bond  in  the 
United  Kingdom  under  Clause  2  of  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  number  of  re- 
fineries or  factories  which,  so  far  as  I  am 
at  present  able  to  state,  will  fall  to  be 
placed  under  bond  under  Clause  2  of  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill  is  sixteen. 

Irish  Labourers  Allotments. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  total 


area  of  land  provided  in  Ireland  under 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  up  to  the 
31  St  March,  1902,  for  allotments  for 
labourers  living  in  villages  and  towns. 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover): 
Approximately,  50  acres.  It  has  not 
been  found  possible,  in  the  brief  interval 
since  the  Question  was  placed  on  the 
Paper,  to  obtain  the  information  with 
accuracy  from  local  authorities. 

Land  Purchase  in  Ck)untjr  Longford- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  to  state  whether  in  any,  and,  if 
so,  what  number  of  estates  in  the  county 
of  Longford  proceedings  are  at  present 
pending  for  sale  to  the  tenants ;  how 
many  of  such  sales  are  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act,  and  bow  many  under 
the  Act  of  1896. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  Report  was 
called  for  on  this  question,  but  so  far  I 
have  not  received  it.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  repeat  the  Question  to- 
morrow. 

Boyal  Commission  on  Trades  Disputes. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr 
Tydfil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  representations  from 
trades  unions  as  to  the  appointment  and 
composition  of,  and  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence to,  the  Royal  Commission  on  Trades 
Disputes ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  put 
down  the  Temporary  Commissions  Vote 
on  an  early  day  and  at  an  hour  which 
will  enable  the  Question  to  be  fully  con- 
sidered by  this  House. 

Th£  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  K) :  I  am  aware 
that  various  opinions  have  been  ex- 
pressed in  connection  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Commission.  I  have  more 
than  once  explained  the  nature  of  the 
choice  open  to  the  Grovemment  in  deter- 
mining whether  the  Commission  should 
be  large  and  representative  or  small  and 
specially  legally  qualified  and  the  advan- 
tages which  appear  to  attach  to  the  latter 
alternative.  Although  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  Temporary  Gommissi<Mi8 
Vote  being  discussed  if  time  allowed,  I 
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-am  afraid  that  in  the  present  condition 
«f  Supply  I  can  give  no  pledge  on  the 
subject. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Oommercial  Betaliation 
on  the  Continent. 

Bm  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter):  I 
leg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
appointing  a  Select  Committ«e  to 
ascertain  the  results  of  commercial 
retaliation  as  applied  in  recent  years 
between  the  larger  foreign  Powers, 
notably  between  France  and  Italy, 
France  and  Switzerland,  Germany  and 
^luKia. 

Ma  A,  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  con- 
sidered my  hon.  friend's  Question,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  the  inquiry  which  he 
suggests  is  really  a  practicable  cne. 
After  all,  what  he  means,  and  what  I 
mean,  by  commercial  retaliation  is  the 
power  either  to  give  or  to  withhold 
something  from  a  Power  with  whom  you 
are  bargaining.  Now,  I  do  not  see  how 
you  are  going  to  discuss  the  question 
whether  Germany  has  gained,  as  against 
Austria  and  Russia,  by  having  something 
to  give  or  withhold  in  her  commercial 
negotiations,  nor  whether  Austria  has 
iiad  a  similar  advantage  in  her  bargains 
with  Germany  and  Russia,  nor  whether 
Russia  has  had  it  in  her  bargains  with 
Germany  and  Austria.  Nor  do  I  see 
what  kind  of  witnesses  could  with 
advantage  be  called  before  a  Select 
Committee  and  cross-examined.  The 
Government  are.  however,  asking  for 
reports  as  to  the  history  of  negotiations 
in  these  various  countries,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  supply  my  hon.  friend  or  any 
one  else  who  desires  it  with  all  the  in- 
formation we  may  obtain  on  the  subject. 

His  Majesty'B  Theatre— Penal  Olaoses  in 
Terminable  Leases- 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  case  of 
Beorbohm  Tree,  against  whom  an 
injunction  has  be«n  granted  in  respect 
to  exhibiting  the  name  of  the  theatre 
in  Iai;ge  letters  ux>on  the  premises; 
whether  the  Government  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  introducing  remedial 
legislation  to  modify    penal  clauses   in 
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terminaUe  leases,  upon  which  such 
prosecutions  are  founded,  and  imprison- 
ment for  contempt  of  Court  is  enforced 
in  case  of  disobedience. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  This  is  n 
matter  of  course  that  has  not  come 
before  me  in  any  way  officially,  and  so 
far  as  I  am  advised  there  seems  no 
reason  for  suggesting  the  far-reaching 
alteration  in  our  existing  law  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  desires.  Of  course  if  he 
propounds  a  scheme  as  a  private  Member, 
and  embodies  it  in  a  Bill,  it  will  receive 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Seduction  of  Armaments. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
adheres  to  Lord  Salisbury's  despatch  of 
14th  February,  1899,  to  Sir  C.  Scott, 
accepting  the  Russian  proposal  for  a 
conference  to  discuss  the  best  methods 
of  bringing  about  the  diminution  of  arma- 
ments by  land  and  sea;  whether  the 
Government  has  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  resolution  of  the  First  Commis- 
sion of  the  Hague  Conference,  recording 
its  opinion  that  a  further  examination 
of  the  question  by  the  Powers  would 
prove  a  great  benefit  to  humanity ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  increased 
expenditure  on  naval  armaments  since 
the  date  of  Lord  Salisbury's  despatch, 
the  Government  will  take  the  initiative 
of  inviting  the  Powers  to  make  another 
attempt  to  deal  with  this  question  by 
conference  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  postpone  this 
Question  for  a  few  days. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  GAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  May  I  ask  what 
business  it  is  proposed  to  take  after  the 
Land  Bill  is  disposed  of  in  Committee  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  soon  as  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
is  disposed  of  I  propose  to  proceed 
immediately  with  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  South  African  Loan  Bill,  and  the 
Second  Reading  of  the]  Naval  Works 
Bill.  "         ,  f 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  how  long  the  Irish  Land  Bill  will 
take. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax):  Will  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill  be  proceeded 
with  next  weekt 

Mb.  lough  :  And  will  the  London 
Education  Bill  be  taken  before  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill  'i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  it 
would  be  advisable  to  take  the  London 
Education  Bill  before  the  Sugar  Conven- 
tion Bill,  but  I  cannot  absolutely  pledge 
myself  to  that  arrangement. 


SUPPLY  [15th  Allotted  Day.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
X9,571,500,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Contract 
Work  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  vfec, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1904," 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) reminded  the  Committee  that  this 
was  almost  certainly  the  last  occasion  in 
the  present  session,  and  possibly  in  the 
present  Parliament,  on  which  there 
would  be  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  Navy  Estimates,  and  naturally  he 
had  been  anxious  to  obtain  the  full 
figures  of  the  naval  expenditure  for  the 
year.  He  had  to  thank  the  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  for  supplying  him 
with  information  t)  enable  him  to 
arrive  at  the  complete  figures  for  the 
current  financial  year.  The  total 
amount  of  the  Estimates,  including 
appropriations  in  aid,  was  £35,836,000, 
to  which  must  be  added  an  expenditure 
under  the  Naval  Works  Bill  estimated 


at  something  over  £4,000,000.  De- 
ducting the  annuity  of  £500,000  payabto 
this  year  in  respect  of  past  expenditure, 
he  found  that  the  totel  naval  expenditure 
comprised  in  the  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary Budgets  amounted  to  about 
£39,500,000.  That  was  the  sum  which 
the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  were 
this  year  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Navy.  The  only 
part  of  that  expenditure  which  wa» 
properly  before  the  Committee  was  the 
third  section  of  Vote  8.  Attention  had 
been  called  before  to  the  gross  amount 
of  Vote  8  and  to  the  large  amount  pro- 
vided in  that  Vote  for  the  purpose  ol 
new  construction.  New  construction 
had  gone  up  by  more  than  £1,000,000, 
and  curiously  enough  it  happened  that 
more  than  that  excess  fell  upon  the 
contract  portion  of  the  present  Vote. 
The  excess  on  new  construction  provided 
for  in  that  portion  of  the  Vote  was 
£1,204,000.  He  did  not,  however, 
propose  to  discuss  that  now.  In  order 
to  remove  any  misapprehension  he 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  had  not  challenged 
the  naval  expenditure  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
for  explanation  and  justification — more 
particularly  for  justification  on  the 
ground  of  policy.  He  had  never  blamed 
the  Admiralty  for  these  Estimates, 
which  depended  on  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  country  at  large,  for  which  the 
Government  as  a  whole  was  responsible. 
There  was,  however,  some  danger  lest 
the  Government  and  the  House  should 
mistake  the  opinion  of  the  country. 
What  had  happened  in  the  case  of  the 
Army  1  A  little  while  ago  there  was  a 
tremendous  wave  of  military  enthusiasm. 
What  had  become  of  it?  A  reaction 
had  set  in,  and  great  changes  were 
being  demanded  in  our  military  system. 
He  had  no  desire  to  see  a  similar  re- 
action in  the  case  of  the  Navy,  but  he 
feared  that  an  expenditure  such  as  was 
now  being  incurred  might  be  followed 
by  a  revulsion  of  public  feeling  on  the 
subject  of  the  Navy,  and  that,  he 
thought,  would  be  a  misfortune  Was 
it  wise,  statesmanlike  or  patriotic,  to 
acquiesce  without  explanation  or  justi- 
fication in  these  increasing  demands  for 
naval  purposes.  There  was  a  very 
pressing    financial  danger  to   be  faced. 
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They  bad  to  consider  not  merely  the 
amount  asked  for  in  the  Vote,  but 
they  had  also  to  bear  in  mind  the 
consequential  expenditure.  For  instance, 
the  increase  in  the  Fleet  was  ac- 
companied by  a  demand  for  an  in- 
creased number  of  men,  and  that  in  its 
turn  vas  followed  by  a  call  for  additional 
housing  accommodation.  He  reminded 
the  Committee  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on  the  Second  Beading 
of  the  Budget  expressed  the  wish  that 
foreign  countries  would  enter  into  a 
sort  of  league  with  us  to  keep  down 
the  enormous  expenditure  which  was 
being  incurred  in  naval  matters. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Dillon  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  fewer  than 
forty  Members  were  present.  He 
considered  that  the  naval  affair''  of 
this  country  were  sufficiently  important 
to  require  the  attendance  of  forty 
Members.  House  counted  and  forty 
Members  being  found  present — 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON,  con- 
tinuing, said  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  speaking  with  great  courage 
and  candour,  said — 

"Nothing  would  give  us  greater  satisf ac- 
tion than  to  reduce  our  naval  expenditure 
if  we  could  do  so  in  company  with  other 
countries." 

Was  that  the  policy  of  the  Uovemment 
of  to-day — was  it  the  policy  of  the 
Goremment  as  a  whole  or  only  of  one 
l>art  of  it  1  He  had  hoped  to  get 
from  the  Prime  Minister  an  answer 
to  a  Question  as  to  the  Hague  Confer- 
ence, which  three  years  ago  recom- 
mended that  the  question  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  naval  expenditure  should  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  Question  had  had  to  be 
postponed.  In  the  year  1898  the  then 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr. 
Goschen,  said  his  original  Estimates 
were  too  small,  as  Russia,  he  understood, 
was  laying  down  new  ships.  We  had 
had  no  such  information  on  this  occa- 
sion. Mr.  Goschen  said  that  if  he  re- 
ceived an  assurance  from  Russia  that 
the  report  on  which  he  had  acted  was 
not  wdl-founded,  he  would  not  proceed 
with  the  Vote.  The  answer  of  Russia 
on  that  occasion  was  an  invitation  to  a 
conference  with  a  view  to  considering 
means  for  diminishing  naval  expenditure. 


The  invitation  was  accepted  by  the 
Government  of  the  day.  The  confer- 
ence was  held,  but  the  proposal  of  the 
Russian  delegates  on  the  matter  was 
deemed  impracticable,  and  a  Resolution 
only  was  carried  declaring  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Powers  to  take  the  matter 
up.  What  was  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment now  prepared  to  do  ?  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  said  he 
would  be  glad  to  enter  into  a  league  to 
reduce  naval  expenditure.  Would  the 
Government  invite  a  conference  of  the 
Powers  with  that  object  t  There  was 
reason  to  believe  that  Russia  would  not 
be  unwilling  to  respond  to  such  an  in- 
vitation. He  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
hesitation  of  the  Prime  Minister  in 
answering  the  Question  put  to  him 
earlier  in  the  day  meant  that  he,  at  all 
•vents,  was  turning  over  in  his  mind 
the  possibility  of  doing  this.  Let  them 
follow  the  example  of  Russia  and  invite 
the  Powers  to  another  conference.  That 
was  all  he  wished  to  say  on  questions 
of  general  policy.  But  there  were  one 
or  two  matters  concerning  Admiralty 
responsibility  on  which  he  wished  to  make 
a  tew  remarks.  He  desired  to  direct 
attention  to  the  statement  of  appropria- 
tions-in-aid.  He  noticed  that  credit  was 
taken  for  £95,000  as  contributions  from 
the  colonies.  For  the  first  time  thero 
appeared  in  the  Estimates  a  table  of 
cofom'al  and  Indian  contributions.  The 
contribution  of  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth was  put  down  at  £240,000,  and 
there  was  a  note  attached  to  the  effect 
that  the  amount  was  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Legislatures  concerned.  He 
thought  he  was  entitled  to  ask  if  any 
Colonial  Legislature  had  ratified  the  con- 
tributions proposed,  or  what  prospects 
there  were  of  such  ratification.  Then,  in 
reference jto  merchant  cruisers,  he  believed 
that  the  attack  on  the  system  was  to  be  , 
led  by  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn, 
and  he  wotild  wait  and  see  what  the  hon. 
Member  had  to  say.  But  he  would  like 
to  ask  what  were  the  extra  expenses  for 
fittings  and  so  on  other  than  the  subsidy 
provided  for  in  the  Vote  1  He  noticed 
that  the  Vote  had  increased  from  £63,000 
to  £77,000,  and  the  Committee  should 
have  an  explanation  of  this  increase  in 
the  subsidy.  Some  information  also  be 
desired  in  reference  to  the  new  contract 
with  what  was  called  the  White  Star 
Line.     There  was,  too,  the  contract  with 
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the  Cunard  Company,  but  as  to  that  he 
believed  a  special  day  was  to  be  set  apart 
for  its  discussion.  Finally  he  would  like 
to  draw  attention  to  the  large  increase  in 
the  Vote  for  reconstruction  and  repairs. 
It  represented  a  jump  of  nearly  50  per 
cent,  in  that  particular  item,  and  certainly 
called  for  fuller  explanation  than  had  yet 
been  given. 

Mr.  YERBUEGH  (Chester)  thought, 
on  examination  of  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  country  was  placed,  that 
the  naval  expenditure  was  not  more  but 
less  than  what  was  required  to  maintain 
our  position.  If  this  opinion  provoked 
the  question  whence  the  money  should 
come,  he  would  suggest  that  economies 
should  be  effected  in  Army  expenditure, 
a  large  proportion  of  which  should  be 
transferred  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy 
Votes.  The  Navy  League  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  what  had  been  called  the 
Russian  scare.  The  details  of  the  new 
Russian  programme  appeared  in  a 
Russian  newspaper  in  December  last, 
and  the  league  had  only  repeated  com- 
ments which  had  appeared  in  the  Press 
since  December.  He  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether,  when  the 
Estimates  were  produced,  and  when  he 
told  the  House  the  real  way  to  arrive  at 
the  expenditure  necessary,  he  had  taken 
into  consideration  the  fact,  announced  in 
answer  to  a  Question,  that  Russia  was 
going  to  lay  down  two  new  battleships, 
and  that  the  programme  for  1904  m- 
cluded  six  battleships.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  the  House  that  the 
instructions  to  the  Admiralty  were 
to  allow  a  good  working  balance  over 
the  naval  strength  of  two  Powers  com- 
bined. Did  he  take  the  new  Russian 
programme  into  consideration  1  When, 
in  1898,  Lord  Charles  Beresford  asked 
question  after  question  of  the  then  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  as  to  why  a 
larger  rate  of  progress  was  not  made, 
the  answer  always  was  that  there  was 
no  information.  But  afterwards  there 
was  a  discovery  made  that  the  Admiralty 
was  quite  wrong,  and  it  was  found  that 
further  money  was  needed.  He  wanted 
to  know  why,  if  in  1898  it  was  found 
necessary  to  ask  the  House  for  more 
money  because  Russia  had  put  forward 
A  new  programme,  it  was  not  necessary 
now.  He  denied  altogether  that  the 
plea  put  forward  in  1898  that  they  could 

Mt.  Edmund  Bobertson. 


build  faster  than  Russia  held  good;  it 
was  an  argument  which  had  no  force 
when  applied  to  the  money  to  be  asked 
for.  He  believed,  in  fact,  that  it  Tras 
only  put  forward  some  years  ago  in  order 
to  reassure  the  public  mind.  He  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  Admiralty  had 
no  information  with  regard  to  the  new 
Russian  programme  at  the  time  the 
Estimates  were  put  forward,  and,  if  not, 
why  not  ?  He  knew  that  attention  had 
been  directed  to  the  amount  spent  on  the 
Intelligence  Department,  which  was  not, 
he  believed,  more  than  £10,000.  The 
sum  appeared  to  be  ridiculous  considering 
the  enormous  port  which  their  Navy 
played  in  the  National  Defence.  He 
thought  he  was  right  in  saying  that 
certainly  up  to  a  very  recent  time 
they  had  only  one  naval  attache 
in  St.  Petersburg  and  in  Rome. 


Sir  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) 
Maid  the  first  question  he  asked  from 
a  business  point  of  view  was  why  there 
was  such  a  large  amount  for  alterations 
and  repairs  in  new  ships.  In  the  Eiti- 
mates  before  them  they  had  a  sum  of  no 
less  than  £881,543  as  an  increase  on  that 
head  this  year.  That  was,  approximatelv. 
nearly  a  miUion  of  money,  especially  it 
they  took  into  account  all  the  other 
items  brought  in  under  that  head.  Thev 
had  a  total  of  £3,156,000  for  reconstruc 
tion  and  repairs  on  an  expenditure  of 
£10,500,000  for  new  construction.  Now, 
he  put  it  to^the  House,  was  that  busi- 
ness t  Would  any  shipowning  firm  in 
Great  Britain  or  anywhere  else  spend  a 
third  of  the  value  of  their  vessels  iu 
twelve  months  for  repairs  and  recon- 
struction 1  There  was  no  getting  over 
the  fact  of  terrible  waste,  tenibie 
squandering  of  public  money  by  the 
Admiralty  Department.  That  had  been 
proved  up  to  the  hilt.  They  were  spend- 
ing hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  and 
did  not  know  what  it  was  spent  on.  The 
question  to  be  asked  was  what  was  the 
reason  for  this  large  expenditure  1  Why 
were  they  driven  to  such  enormous  ex- 
penditure i  When  they  looked  at  the 
figures  he  had  given  from  the  Estimates 
none  need  wonder  at  their  increase. 
Could  the  repair  bill  be  reduced  t  Were 
ships  so  constructed  that  they  were 
always  to  be  under  repairs  and  refitting 
and  could  they  not  be  made  to  do  their 
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work  for  twelve  months  without  incurr- 
ing such  grave  expense  to  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  1  The  reason  for  such 
expense  was  not  far  to  seek.  The  ships 
were  all  wrong.  He  said  that  because 
he  knew  it.  They  would  not  do  their 
work  continuously  without  coming  to 
grief.  Out  of  the  sum  of  £881,000, 
roughly  speaking,  half  -  a  -  million  of 
money  went  to  outside  dockyards  for 
repairing  the  vessels  for  twelve  months. 
That  was  because  the  new  ships  would 
notdo  their  work.  If  they  would  not  do 
their  work  he  unhesitatingly  asserted 
that  it  was  because  they  were  badly 
designed,  and  that  they  were  vessek 
which  were  not  worth  the  money  spent 
upon  them  by  the  country.  He  was 
going  to  use  a  much  stronger  phrase — he 
contended  that  it  was  almost  criminal  of 
them  to  waste  public  money  on  such  ships. 
He  was  fully  aware  that  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  knew  the  cause  of  all 
this,  but  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty 
was  to  miminise  everything-r-to  keep 
everything  from  the  public  Press. 

He  would  tell  the  House  why  the 
vessels  had  turned  out  so  badly.  At  this 
moment  vessels  were  being  constructed 
which  were  badly  engined  and  badly 
boilered  and  under-gunned.  They  were 
actually  at  the  present  time  spending 
money  on  repairs  of  new  ships  that 
should  never  have  been  necessary.  That 
policy  had  been  continued,  and  was  being 
continued,  in  the  face  of  what  had 
happened  in  the  past.  The  very  instru- 
ments which  they  were  putting  into  the 
new  ships  were  being  taken  out  of  others. 
There  was  the  case  of  the  American 
cruiser  the  "  Raleigh,"a  brand  new  cruiser 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  which 
was  ntt^  with  Babcock  and  Willcox 
boilers  and  sent  to  the  Philippines.  She 
broke  down  at  Aden,  and  he  did  not 
believe  she  had  yet  been  able  to  crawl  to 
Bombay.  Those  were  the  instruments 
they  were  putting  into  valuable  ships  and 
to  which  they  were  entrusting  the  lives 
of  men.  The  other  day  one  of  those 
boilers  burst  in  Birmingham  and  killed 
acme  men,  and  yet  these  were  the 
boilers  they  were  putting  into  new 
ships.  So  long  as  they  continued  to 
use  the  Belleville  and  Babcock  and 
^K^coz  boilers,  so  long  would  they 
continue  to  spend  large  sums  in  repairs, 
and  the  amounts  would  increase  every 


year,  with  the  result  that  nearly  every 
engine  factory  in  Oreat  Britain  would 
be  called  upon  to  repair  their  ships, 
because  at  the  dockyards  thare  would 
not  be  accommodation  to  execute  all 
the  repairs.  Do  not  let  them  think 
that  these  large  sums  of  money  spent 
on  the  Navy  were  spent  wisely.  They 
were  only  evidence  of  the  ineptitude  of 
the  Admiralty  and  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  know  their  work.  He  was  not 
exaggerating,  but  was  looking  at  tho 
cripples.  Take  the  case  of  the  "  Good 
Hope,"  in  which  the  other  day  four 
men  were  boiled.  He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  hon.  Member 
who  had  ever  been  in  a  boiler  explosion. 
He  had,  and  he  knew  what  it  was  to 
be  half  steamed,  and  he  could  therefore 
understand  the  terrible  sufferings  the 
men  must  have  endured  in  the  stokehold 
of  the  much-lauded  cruiser  the  "  Qood 
Hope."  Look  at  the  expense  attending 
the  repair  of  that  vessel,  and  that  would 
be  required  by  the  vessels  which  were 
now  being  fitted  with  boilers  which  had 
been  condemned.  Take  the  case  of  the 
"Buenos  Ayrean,"  one  of  the  Allan  Line 
of  steamers,  where  the  Babcock  and 
Willcox  boilers  were  taken  out.  The 
Admiralty  were  putting  in  Niclausse 
boilers,  while  there  was  not  one  mer- 
chant ship  with  such  boilers.  At  the 
Admiralty  they  had  men,  who  were 
called  engineers,  who  were  adopting  ft 
boiler  they  hsid  no  experience  of. 
These  were  the  causes  of  the  great 
expense  of  the  Navy,  and  the  cost  of 
nearly  a  miUion  more  for  repairs,  if  not 
more  than  that.  It  was  difGcult  to  take 
out  the  figures  from  such  a  complex 
volume  as  the  Estimates,  but  by  careful 
search  he  made  out  that  the  total 
increase  for  repairs  alone  was  J61,065,663. 
But  that  was  not  all.  No  doubt 
many  hon.  Members  were  getting 
frightened  at  the  growing  ex- 
penditure, and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it. 
He  would  endeavour  to  show  how  these 
increases  arose. 

It  was  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Admiralty  to  spend  money  ad  lib. 
and  then  to  get  the  worst  job  after 
all.  There,  was  an  increase  of  £14,000 
for  inspection  of  contract  work.  How 
was  thati  But  there  was  a  greater 
increase — viz.,  in  the  cost  of  coal  for  the 
Fleet— £223,000.  That  ought  to  be  added 
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to  all  the  collateral  increases  due  to 
nothing  else  than  the  bad  boilers  which 
had  been  put  into  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy.  He  insisted  that  had  these  men- 
of-war  been  rightly  boilered,  there  never 
would  have  been  these  enormous  sums 
for  repairs,  for  coal,  and  inspection.  He 
had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  represented  Chester,  who 
always  had  the  good  of  the  Navy  at 
heart,  only  the  hon.  Gentleman  took  a 
different  view  of  it  from  himself.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  went  in  for  quantity; 
he  went  in  for  quality. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  said  he  went  in  for 
both. 


Sib  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  Well,  he 
had  never  heard  the  hon.  Gentleman 
express  himself  in  favour  of  quality,  but 
only  of  quantity.  He  would  like  the 
hon.  Member  to  tell  the  Committee  the 
number  of  vessels  that  had  come  to  grief 
since  he  was  in  the  Navy ;  and.  the 
reason  why  so  many  of  our  first-class 
ships  had  come  to  grief,  and  how  many 
were  under-gunned.  What  was  the  use 
of  coming  to  the  House  and  crying  out 
"Give  us  more  ships  !  "  if,  when  these 
ships  were  built  they  could  not  do  their 
work.  He  said :  Give  me  one  good 
ship,  that  can  safely  steam  out  to  sea 
with  the  least  possible  expense  in  coal 
and  stores,  with  the  least  number  of 
men,  but  these  well  trained,  and  well 
gunned,  and  I  will  sink  any  ship  afloat. 
It  was  time  that  the  House  and  the 
country  were  waking  up  to  the  fact 
of  the  absolute  inefificiency  of  the  Navy. 
A  ship  could  not  be  sent  away  to  sea  lor 
three  months  but  she  had  to  come  back 
to  a  dockyard  for  repair.  Why,  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  South  African  War 
merchant  steamers  ran  backwards  and 
forwards  to  the  Cape  and  never  a  one 
was  in  the  ship-builder's  hands  for 
repairs.  Why  should  not  that  be  the 
case  with  the  ships  of  the  Navy.  There 
was  an  influence  at  the  Admiralty 
which  nobody  could  get  hold  of. 
It  was  an  influence  which  continued 
fitting  ships  with  boilers  which  caused  a 
waste  of  money  for  repairs,  for  coal,  for 
more  men,  and  which  endangered 
human  life.  This  influence  put  into 
new  ships   steam  generators  which  bad 

<S»V  William  Allan. 


already  been  condemned.  If  that 
influence  continued,  the  cost  of  repain 
was  bound  to  increase,  and  the  Esti- 
mates would  rise  year  by  year.  His 
honest  conviction  was  that  in  the  ships 
which  were  boilered  with  onefiftli 
circular  boilers,  and  four-fifths  water 
tube  boilers  the  circular  boilers  would  be 
running  while  the  water-tube  boileis 
would  be  rotting.  It  was  time  that  a 
Department  which  was  squandsring 
millions  of  money  and  giving  the 
nation  such  vessels  should  be  inquired 
into;  that  a  Royal  Commission  should 
be  appointed  to  see  how  money  could 
be  saved  and  the  Empire  provide  with 
efficient  war  vessels. 

*Me.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) said  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dundee  was  desirous  that 
this  country  should  initiate  some  sort  ofan 
arrangement  or  inquiry  with  the  foreign 
nations  into  the  possibility  of  the  S&- 
armament  of  the  naval  forcea  The 
hon.  Gentleman  took  Russia  as 
the  basis  of  his  argument  because 
Russia  was  instrumental  in  organising 
the  Hague  Conference.  He  thought 
that  was  a  false  analogy,  because  the 
hon.  Gentleman  assumed  that  we  could 
bargain  with  one  country  in  order  to 
come  to  an  arrangement  with  all  other 
countries.  As  an  illustration  of  this  he 
found  in  a  German  paper  that  German 
naval  reformers  expressed  dissatisfaction 
that  on  the  Eastern  station  they  vere 
at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with 
Russia,  France,  or  America,  putting 
aside  altogether  Great  Britain.  If  they 
came  to  terms  with  Russia  or  France, 
or  Russia  were  to  come  to  terms  with 
France,  even  then  there  was  so  much 
suspicion  and  want  of  confidence  that 
he  did  not  see  any  hope  of  arriving  at 
a  satisfaotory  solution  of  the  question. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Chester  had 
touched  on  a  point  to  which  reference  had 
frequently  been  made — viz.,  the  increase 
in  the  ordinary  naval  attaches.  As  a 
general  principle  he  urged  that  tbev 
should  have  as  much  reliable  informa- 
tion as  possible,  whether  by  n»»al 
attach^  or  by  some  other  method. 
That  must  be  done.  It  was  very  diflicult 
for  anyone  who  studied  the  Papers  which 
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were  issued  to  arrive  at  a  correct  con- 
clusion. He  had  examined  the  docu- 
ment published  by  the  German  Emperor 
comparing  the  British  with  the  German 
fleet ;  the  Reports  issued  at  the  instance 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  and  the  Brassey  Anmual  but  in 
many  respects  all  those  documents  were 
contradictory.  In  these  circumstances 
it  was  impossible  to  make  any  com- 
parisons. Whether  or  not  the  Navy 
League  were  right  in  trying  to  raise  a 
«care,  he  thought  the  Admiralty  should 
have  as  much  correct  information  as 
waa  required.  He  desired  to  ask  a 
question  on  one  point,  and  that  was  why 
they  had  left  ofl'  building  torpedo-boats. 
It  was  quite  true  that  we  had  more 
torpedo -boat -destroyers  than  other 
naval  Powers.  He  was  surprised  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  had 
not  told  them  more  about  boilers ;  but 
it  might  be  because  they  had  some  re- 
assurance in  the  Paper  recently  issued  as 
to  the  reliability  of  the  water-tube 
boilers  in  regard  to  the  recent  trials 
between  the  "Hyacinth"  and  the 
"Minerva."  The  Report  of  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Navy  stated  that — 

. "  The  '  Hyacinth '  left  the  anchorage  at  9.26 
a.m.,  or  twenty -six  minateo  after  the  ngnal, 
and  the  'Minerva'  at  10.4  a.m.,  or  sixty-four 
minutes  after  the  sieoaJ,  the '  Hyacinth '  having 
obtained  a  lead  of  uiirty-eight  minutes." 

He  would  only  quote  further  the  last 

Paragraph  in  the  Report  of   the  Chief 
nspector  of  Machinery —  !* 

"  All  other  working  parts  reported  upon  for 
the  136  hours  trial  acted  similarly  ana  satis- 
factoiily  for  the  twenty-two  hours  trial,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  boilers 
woald  have  worked  efficiently  for  the  passage 
to  England,  and  developed  a  mean  I.H.P.  of 
.quite  9,500." 

SiE  WILLIAM  ALLAN  asked  if  the 
hon.  Member  was  aware  that  the 
*•  Hyacinth  "  was  specially  doctored  for 
that  trial. 

♦Mb.  REGINALD  LUCAS  said  that 
that  was  an  allegation  for  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  to  answer ;  all  he  knew 
■was  that  the  "  Hyacinth  "  went  through 
ber  trials  and  came  out  very  well ;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
Always  attacking  these  boilers,  whenever 
other  hen.  Members  found  that  the 
boilers  did  well  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  point  to  that  without   pre- 


suming to  dictate  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
on  a  matter  on  which  he  wa  ■  an  expert. 
They  were  encouraged  by  the  trials  of 
the  "Hyacmth"  in  spite  of  Uie  hon. 
Gentleman's  energy  and  denunciation. 
He  was  curious  to  know  what  the 
expense  of  a  trip  of  that  kind  would 
cost,  and  it  would  be  interesting  also 
to  know  to  what  extent  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs could  be  obviated.  He  was  anxious 
to  avoid  bringing  in  the  question  of  the 
dockyards,  because,  although  naturally 
interested  in  it,  he  beUeved,  when  methods 
of  policy  were  being  discussed,  personal 
matters  which  concerned  their  own  con- 
stituents should  not  be  obtruded.  He 
should  like  to  know,  however,  what  the 
Admiralty's  policy  was  as  regarded 
dockyards.  What  ships  were  to  bo  laid 
down  in  them  1  It  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  his  constituents  to  have 
some  assurance  that  there  should  be  no 
great  change  in  regard  to  Portsmouth 
dockyard;  that  it  was  still  to  be 
maintained  as  a  great  building  yard; 
and  was  not  to  be  relegated  to  the 
position  of  a  repairing  yard  He  should 
be  grateful  if  he  could  have  some 
information  as  to  what  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  were  in  that  respect. 

*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  Com- 
mittee had  hadan  interesting  debateon  the 
general  policy  which  imderlay  the  whole 
cost  of  the  Navy.  There  had  been  far 
less  difference  of  opinion  expressed  that 
afternoon  than  on  previous  occasions, 
owing  to  the  moderation  with  which  hon. 
Members  had  spoken  on  both  sides.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Dundee  and 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Chester 
spoke  on  what  were  virtually  the  same 
lines ;  and  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Chester  expressed  the  warmest  com- 
mendation of  the  proposals  of  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Dundee.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  matter  had  ad- 
vanced since  the  last  discussion.  As  for 
the  principle  which  many  of  them 
thought  ought  to  guide  the  Government 
with  reference  to  an  understanding  with 
certain  Powers,  that  was  shown  to  have 
distinctly  advanced  to-day  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  Prime  Minister  answered  the 
Question  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Dundee.  He  was  certain  that  the 
Prime    Minister  would  not  ask    for   a 
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poetponement  of  the  Question  unless  he 
had  a  real  intention  of  consulting  his 
colleagues  on  the  subject.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Chester  had  put 
certain  Questions  to  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  programme  on  which 
the  whole  naval  system  was  based.  As 
to  the  expenditure  on  repairs,  few  hon. 
Members  were  in  a  position  to  discuss 
thatquestion,  but  thej  were  aUe  tof  orman 
opinion  of  the  naval  programme  and  as 
to  the  basis  of  that  programme.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Dundee 
used  only  one  word  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  with  which  he  had  to  express 
(Assent.  He  spoke  of  Russia  as  having 
returned  to  the  position  of  the 
naval  bogey.  The  word  "bogey" 
was  the  word  with  which  he  had 
to  express  dissent,  and  for  this 
reason.  His  hon.  friend  was  a  party  to, 
and  constantly  explained  and  defended 
the  principle  in  this  Hoyse  on  which 
naval  programmes  had  been  based  for 
many  years.  It  was  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Spencer  programme  was ' 
based ;  and  his  hon.  friend  then  defended 
the  necessity  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  building  programmes  of  other  Powers. 
They  could  not  justly  use  the  word 
"  bogey  "  with  reference  to  a  new  pro- 
gramme of  such  a  Power  as  Russia.  One 
of  the  Questions  which  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Chester  put  to  the 
Government  was  what  was  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  new  Russian  pro- 
gramme, how  far  it  was  commenced,  and 
now  far  it  was  likely  to  go ;  and  no 
matter  deserved  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  more  than  the  answer  to 
that  Question.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth  cast  some  doubt  on  the  { 
figures  on  this  subject.  The  reason  for  I 
that  doubt  was  obvious.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  French  in  making  a 
list  of  the  ships  of  the  British  Navy — 
although  they  did  not  want  to  diminish 
the  naval  strength  of  this  countiy — con- 
stantly attributed  to  it  fewer  shipsthan  the 
Admiralty  themselves  calculated,  because 
the  French  struck  out  several  ships  as 
valueless  before  they  were  officially 
struck  oflF  by  the  Admiralty.  A  com- 
parison could  only  be  instituted  by 
taking  the  new  ships  which  were 
being  laid  down  or  launched.  That 
was  the  only  real  solid  test. 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 
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They  were  told  in  the  summer  of  last  year 
by  a  Russian  dockyard  newspaper,  which 
usually  received  information  of  that  kind 
first,  that  there  was  a  new  Russian  pro- 
gramme of  eight  ships.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Chester  natunJly  asked  when  that 
programme  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government ;  and  how  far  it  could  be 
called  a  real  programme.  Of  course,  that 
affected  some  oi  the  speeches  in  fonner 
debates,  because  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  quoted  as  saying  that 
he  saw  no  reason  for  an  increase  in  the 
Shipbuilding  Vote.  That  speech  was, 
however,  imide  long  before  the  new 
foreign  programme  with  which  they  were 
now  acquamted  came  into  existence  ; 
and  when  the  present  Estimates  were 
prepared  in  the  autumn  of  last  year 
this  Russian  programme  was  not  known 
to  the  Government.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Chester  threw  some  little 
doubt  on  the  fulness  of  the  Government 
information  on  this  point.  He  believed 
that  in  the  last  few  days  a  naval  aUack( 
had  been  appointed  at  St.  Petersburg 
who  would  have  only  naval  duties  to 
perform;  and  although  his  salary  was 
not  on  this  Vote  no  doubt  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  would  be  able  to  say 
whether  such  an  appointment  had  been 
made  or  not.  With  reference  to  tho 
great  Russian  programme  of  1898— 
regarding  which  he  agreed  that  it  wa$ 
unfortunate  that  they  did  not  give  more 
serious  consideration  to  the  proposals  of 
the  Russian  Government  at  the  time  of 
the  Hague  Conference — that  programme 
had  come  to  an  end,  all  the  ships  having 
been  launched.  But  many  of  the  ships 
had  been  built  to  the  order  of  the 
Russian  Government  in  Grermany,  France, 
and  the  United  States,  although  they  had 
not  yet  heard  of  any  ships  being  laid 
down  by  Russia  in  foreign  dockyards  in 
connection  with  the  new  programme. 
Mr.  Groschen  was  quite  right  when  he 
said  that  this  country  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  Russia  as  regarded  shipbuild- 
ing; but  in  France  and  Germany  ships 
had  been  built  to  the  order  of  Russia 
with  extraordinary  speed,  and  they  had  all 
done  exceedingly  well  in  their  tnal  trips. 
At  present  they  had  not  heard  of  any  new 
ships  being  laid  down  by  Russia  in  foreign 
countries ;  but  they  had  heard  of  two  or 
three  battleships  being  laid  down  on  the 
slips  vacated  by  the  ships  of  the  1898  pro- 
gramme. Therefore,  if  he  might  enforce 
the  argument  of    his    hon.    friend  the 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


1205 


Supply— 


{2  July  1903}  Navy  Ettmaks. 


1206 


Member  for  Cheater  and  slightly  vary  his 
Questions,  he  should  like  to  ask  the 
Admiralty  if  they  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  new  Russian  programme ;  when 
they  became  acquainted  with  it ;  whether 
they  knew  of  any  ships  being  laid  down 
by  Russia  abroad,  or  was  Russia  merely 
filling  up  slips  at  home  which  had  been 
vacated  by  the  launch  of  the  ships  of  the 
1898  programme?  With  regard  to  the 
knowledge  possessed  by  the  Admiralty, 
the  only  foundation  he  had  been  able  to 
find  for  the  statement  that  the  Admiralty 
were  misleading  the  House  had  reference 
to  what  was  called  projected  ships. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  said  he  did  not  state 
that  the  Admiralty  had  misled  the  House 
of  Commons. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  of 
course  he  did  not  mean  wilfuUy  mislead- 
ing for  a  moment.  Undoubtedly  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  counting  projected 
ships,  even  when  they  were  merely  draw- 
ings. However,  the  appointment  of  a  naval 
attache  in  St  Petersburg  would  probably 
meet  that  difficulty.  With  regard  to  the 
general  question,  on  the  facts  before 
them,  and  the  defence  of  the  programme 
made  by  Lord  Selbome  in  another  place, 
and  in  the  face  of  what  was  known  with 
regard  to  the  shipbuilding  programme  of 
Russia,  no  Grovemment  of  any  Party  in 
this  House  would  take  the  responsibility 
of  proposing  a  smaller  shipbuilding  pro- 
gramme this  year.  He  fully  concurred 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  and 
Mrith  the  sense  of  the  Question  addressed 
to  the  Prime  Minister  to-day  in  spite  of 
the  remarks  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Portsmouth,  and  by  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Yarmouth  the  other 
day.  They  could  obtain  the  assent  of 
certain  of  the  Powers  to  a  policy  of  reduc- 
tion. They  need  not  obtain  the  assent 
of  the  whole;  if  they  obtained  the  assent 
of  some  it  would  be  sufficient  justification 
for  the  Government  to  commence  reducing 
the  programme  of  this  country,  but  it 
was  unsafe  to  do  so  in  the  face  of  the 
figures  known  to  us,  and  doubly  unsafe 
in  the  face  of  the  figures  of  the  Russian 
programme  which  they  had  just  heard. 

♦Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  one 
part  of  the  shipbuilding  programme  of  the 
year  1 901-2  was  not  put  in  hand  for  sixteen 


mdnths  after  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  he  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible 
for  the  designs  to  keep  pace  with  the 
Estimates.  The  Estimates  were  prepared 
in  the  autumn,  and  submitted  to  the- 
House  in  the  following  February,  and  he 
ventured  to  think  it  would  be  an  immense 
advantage  if  the  designs  could  be  got 
forward  with  the  Estimates,  so  that  the 
work  should  be  put  in  hand  immediately 
and  not  towards  the  end  of  the  financial 
year.  It  would  prevent  attempts  being 
made  to  rush  the  work,  and  would  be  also 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to.the  men  who 
lived  by  our  naval  programme,  to  whom 
any  dislocation  and  irregularity  of  em- 
ployment was  of  serious  consequence.  He- 
trusted  his  hon.  friend  would  see  if  this 
could  not  be  done  before  the  next  pro- 
gramme was  issued. 

Me.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  said  he- 
desired  to  enter  a  protest  against  the 
way  they  were  proceeding.  Most  Mem- 
bers had  been  surprised  by  a  scrap  of 
newspaper  cutting  which  had  been  circu- 
lated to  Members  this  morning.  Directly 
he  received  it  he  knew  the  line  the 
debate  would  take.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean  nad  intimated 
that  they  should  do  something  to  meet 
the  new  Russian  programme,  and  had 
said  that  if  three  weeks  ago  there  had 
been  a  crisis  on  another  question,  and 
another  Government  had  been  formed,, 
this  great  swollen  Estimate  would  hav& 
been  just  as  large.  The  right  hon., 
Gentleman  had  mentioned  two  or  three 
names  in  that  connection.  He  said  the: 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
have  brought  in  as  great  and  as  swollen, 
an  Estimate  as  that  which  they  were 
now  considering.  The  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  last  October,  went  down 
to  his  constituency  and  said  that  with 
all  the  information  he  possessed  he  would 
not  coimtenance  an  increase  in  the  Naval 
Estimates  this  year,  and  if  any  increase, 
did  take  place  it  ought  to  be  questioned 
in  this  House  in  a  way  in  which  these 
Estimates  had  not  been  questioned  before. 
Yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  put  thia- 
opinion  in  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bristol.  He  protested  against 
the  whole  proceeding.  He  thought  hon. 
Members  who  had  addressed  the  House 
had  overplayed  their  part ;  if  they  were- 
so  cautious  of  our  naval  strength  they 
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ought  to  be  more  cautious  in  their  re- 
marks. They  had  never  alluded  to  the 
figures.  The  Committee  had  not  been 
able  to  worm  out  the  figures  of  this  Vote, 
and  it  was  not  until  they  were  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  a 
short  time  previously  that  they  knew 
they  had  reached  the  enormous  total  of 
£40,000,000;  yet  hon.  Members  would 
lead,  if  they  could,  the  (Jovemment  into 
further  extravagance.  The  principle  of 
our  Navy  was  that  it  should  be  maintained 
at  what  was  called  the  two  -  Power 
standard;  but  it  had  been  pointed  out 
that  as  regards  battleships  we  were  con- 
siderably above  the  two-Power  standard, 
and  in  regard  to  other  vessels  we  were 
above  the  three-Power  standard.  It  was 
absolutely  settled  in  a  recent  debate  that 
we  had  attained  proportionately  a  much 

fteater  strength,  and  worked  on  a  much 
igher  standard  than  ever  had  been 
worked  upon  before.  He  had  merely 
intervened  to  ask  why  hon.  Members 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  an  expenditure 
larger  than  that  of  any  two  or  three 
Powers.  He  supported  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem^r  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  that  they  should 
take  some  wise  step  to  enable  them 
to  reduce  this  enormous  expenditure. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  had  pointed 
out  that  Russia  responded  in  the  most 
<5ourteous  manner  in  1898,  and  practically 
suggested  that  the  matter  should  bie 
reasoned  out  tosee'whether  a  satisfactory 
-conclusion  could  not  be  arrived  at.  He 
hoped  the  Prime  Minister  would  shortly 
have  something  to  say  with  regard  to 
those  negotiations.  But  if  such  negotia- 
tions were  pending,  surely  the  Committee 
might  have  been  spared  the  speeches 
urging  still  greater  expenditure.  The 
•expenditure  had  exceeded  all  reasonable 
bounds,  and  those  Members  who  desired 
to  see  the  strength  of  the  country  main- 
tained ought  to  caution  the  Government 
against  this  present  rate  rather  than 
urge  them  to  still  greater  extravagance. 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  that  while  he  shared  the  desire  that 
something  should,  if  possible,  be  done 
in  the  way  of  coming  to  an  agreement  with 
other  Powers,  he  was  afraid  nothing  would 
be  achieved  in  that  direction  for  many 

fenerations  yet,  and,  in  the  meantime,  he 
elieved  the  Government  had  done  the 
very  least  it  was  right  for  them  to  do  in 
the  programme  of    this    year.      As  to 

Mr.  Lough. 


whether  they  ought  to  have  done  more, 
he  did  not  share  the  doubts  which  had 
been  expressed.  Ships  were  very  difficult 
to  compare,  whether  by  size,  tonnage,  or 
number  of  guns.  The  only  person  com- 
petent to  compare  ships  and  programmes 
was  such  a  person  as  would  probably  be 
in  the  Admiralty,  who  was  cognisant  of 
the  different  kinds  of  ships,  their  quaUtiei, 
and  their  arrangements  for  ammunition 
supply.  The  last  -  named  point  was 
extremely  important.  But  the  matter  to 
which  be  particularly  desired  to  call 
attention  was  the  item  of  £77,813,  under 
Sub-head  I.,  allocated  to  subventions  for 
right  of  pre-emption  or  hire  as  armed 
cruisers  or  transports  of  a  number  of 
vessels.  According  to  a  return  granted 
in  1902,  the  total  amount  of  the  subven- 
tions then  was  £103,750,  and  as  all  the 
ships  therein  named  were  under  agree- 
ments which  woidd  be  in  force  this  year, 
they  would  presumably  still  be  entitled 
to  subsidies.  Possibly,  however,  the  hoa 
Grentleman  could  explain  the  discrepancy 
between  the  two  amounts.  The  fint 
three  ships  named  in  the  Estimates  were 
the  "  Oceanic,"  the  "  Majestic,"  and  the 
"  Teutonic,"  belonging  to  the  White  Stsr 
Line ;  and  the  second  three  were  the 
"Campania,"  the  "Lucania,"  and  the 
"Umbria,"  belonging  to  the  CunardCo. 
The  amount  of  the  Estimates  in  respect 
of  each  of  those  groups  was  £28,000;  in 
other  words,  it  was  proposed  to  vote,  m 
subventions,  £28,000  for  three  ship* 
belonging,  to  the  Morgan  Combine,  and 
£28,000  for  three  ships  belonging  to  the 
Cunard  Co.  He  would  not  trouble 
the  Committee  with  regard  to  the  rest  of 
the  ships,  although  some  of  them  belonged 
to  these  two  companies  also.  First  of 
all,  with  regard  to  the  £28,000  to  be  paid 
professedly  to  the  White  Star  Line,  hot 
really  to  the  Morgan  Combine.  Those 
three  ships  were  absolutely  owned,  and 
all  dominion  over  them  was  exercised  by 
an  American  corporation,  and,  therefor^ 
were  in  a  somewhat  different  podtion 
from  those  belonging  to  an  English 
company.  He  would  say  at  once  that  he 
intended  to  move  a  reduction  of  £28,000, 
representing  the  subvention  proposed  to 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Morgan.  While  he 
strongly  objected  to  the  whole  of  thij 
item  of  £77,000,  he  particularly  objected 
to  the  £28,000  for  the  first  three  ships. 

In  his    belief,  all  these  subsidies  to 
merchant  vessek  were  a  profound  mistake. 
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The  purposes  for  which  they  were  pro- 
fessedly given  were  the  right  of    pre- 
emption,  the  right   of    hire,   the  nght 
of  using  the  slups    as    transports,   and 
the  right    of    using    them    as    armed 
eruisers.    Not  one  of  those  was  really  a 
sound  reason.    The  Government  already 
hadthemostcompleterightof  {»-e-emption 
without  paying  anybody  a  farthing  for 
it.     In  time  of  war  they  had  an  absolute 
right  not  merely  to  buy,  but  to  take 
ships,  and  not  only  ships  of  thar  own 
s  ibjects,  but  ships  of   the   subjects  of 
other  Powers.     In  1871,  the  Germans 
seized  six  British  ships  that  were  lying 
in  the  Seine,  and,  being  at  war  with 
France,  sunk  them  under  this    right. 
They    then    offered    money    for    them 
which  was  accepted  by  the  then  Foreign 
Minister,    and    the    incident     was     at 
an    end,   it  being  recognised  that  the 
Germans  were  completdy  within  their 
right.     The  right  of  preemption   was 
therefore  worth  nothing.  As  to  the  right 
of  hiring,  the  Government  could  hire  any 
ship  at  anv  time  they  liked,  even  if  they 
had  not  the  right  of  taking  them.     In 
connection  with  the  South  African  war 
they  hi/ed  practically  the  whole  of  the 
mercantile  marine.     There  were  always 
a  number  of  ships  that  could  be  hired ; 
it    was  only  a  question   of   price,   and 
there  was  no  necessity  to  pay  anything 
in  advance  for  the  right.     The  question 
of  using  the  ships  as  transports  was  the 
same  as  the  right  of  hiring.      The  most 
important  point,  however,  was  the  right, 
in  time  of  war,  to  use  the  ships  as  armed 
cruisers.     Were  they  likely  to  be  of  the 
slightest  use  as  armed  cruisers  t    They 
were  built  for  mercantile  purposes,  the 
carriage  of  passengers,  and  the   devdop- 
ment  of  a  high  rate  of  speed-    They  had 
not  one  of  the  qualities  required  in  a 
fighting  ship,  except  that  of  speed.    The 
vessels  were  built  with  extremely  thin 
plate ;  all  their  engines  were  above  the 
water-line ;  and  they  were  at  the  mercy 
of  any  small  craft  that  could  bring  a 
three-pounder  gun  to  bear  upon   them. 
Consequently,  they  were  completely  un- 
fitted for  the  protection  of  tr^e,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  except  where  speed 
was  the  only  requisite.    For  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  large  sums   in    order   to 
create     rights     which     they     already 
possessed  over  such  vessels  as  these  was 
really    to    waste    public     money.       To 


pay  those  unnecessary  subventions 
was  really  the  most  crazy  plan  that  ever 
entered  into  the  mind  of  man.  Under 
those  circumstances  was  it  desirable  that 
this  £77,000  should  continue  to  be  voted. 
Upon  this  point  he  had  fortified 
himself  with  a  very  short  extract  from 
the  Report  of  that  excellent  Committee 

E resided  over  by  his  hon.  friend  sitting 
elow  the  gangway.  Upon  pages  10 
and  1 1  of  that  Report  the  Committee 
would  see  that  there  was  very  consider- 
able authority  to  cite  in  support  of  his 
view.  The  subsidy  was  paid  simply  as 
a  retaining  fee  in  time  of  war,  but  the 
Committee  presided  over  by  his  hon. 
friend  below  the  gangway  had  declared 
that  they  did  not  think  such  a  subsidy 
was  of  any  use  for  that  purpose. 
That  was  the  sole  ground  upon  which 
this  subsidy  was  paid.  The  whole  of 
this  contemplated  war  and  nothing  else. 
The  Gkivernment  had  the  right  to  lay 
hands  on  its  own  ships  in  time  of  war,  and 
in  an  emergency  he  believed  that  vessels 
would  be  offered  without  any  retaining 
fee.  If  a  retaining  fee  were  to  be  paid 
at  all,  it  should  be  paid  at  the  time,  and 
they  should  not  go  on  paying  thousands 
of  pounds  year  after  year  to  create  rights 
which  they  had  got  already,  and  which 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
exercise  except  in  time  of  war.  In 
addition  he  wished  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  in  the  case  of  the  White 
Star  Line,  which  was  an  American  line 
lock,  stock  and  barrel  under  the  dominion 
of  an  American  corporation,  thev  were 
asked  to  subsidise  vessels  which  had  passed 
completely  under  foreign  control.  They 
were  absolutely  owned  in  America,  and 
nevertheless,  in  consequence  of  the  most 
regrettable  weakness  and  negligence  of 
duty,  in  consequence  of  misfeasance  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  they  were 
allowed  to  fly  the  British  flag.    They  were 

g'ving  those  vessels  the  right  to  carry  the 
ntim  flag,  which  meant  a  20  per  cent, 
advantage  to  them  in  competition  with 
British  ships,  and  in  addition  to  that 
they  proposed  to  give  them  a  subsidy 
so  that  they  might  use  them  in  time  of 
war.  This  was  an  absurd  proposition. 
For  the  use  of  those  vessels  they  were 
asked  to  pay  £28,000. 

He  had  another  very  strong  argument. 
The  agreement  that  had  been  made 
with  the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Association  of    Mr.  Morgan,    of   which 
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these  first  three  vessels  formed  a  part,  had 
b«Bn  made  since  September,  and thePrime 
Minister  had  said  that  the  matter  was  not 
open  to  reconsideration.  If  that  were  so, 
the  Committee  ought  not  to  be  asked  for 
the  subsidy,  and,  if  asked,  they  ought  to 
refuse  it.  Row  should  we  be  able  to 
exercise  such  rights  as  we  thought  we 
were  buying  either  in  time  of  peace  or 
in  time  of  war  1  In  time  of  peace  they 
were  giving  those  ships  a  subsidy  to 
compete  with  British  ships,  but  in  time 
of  war  could  they  use  any  one  of  those 
rights  which  they  were  supposed  to  be 
purchasing  by  this  subsidy?  If  we 
were  at  war  with  the  United  States 
we  could  not  take  one  of  those  vessels 
because  the  United  States  would  keep 
them  for  their  own  purposes.  If  we 
were  at  war  with  another  countir,  he 
doubted  whether  the  United  States 
would  allow  this  country  to  use  those 
vessels  against  a  country  with  which 
they  were  at  peace,  because  he  thought 
that  would  be  a  breach  of  international 
law.  In  no  kind  of  war  could  those 
rights  as  provided  by  the  subsidies  the 
Government  proposed  to  give  possibly 
be  of  any  use.  He  thought  he  had 
shown  first  of  all  that  all  these  subsidies 
were  wrong  in  principle,  and  secondly, 
that  they  were  unnecessary.  For  those 
reasons  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  a 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £28, 000,  which 
represented  the  proposed  subsidy  to  the 
vessels  mentioned  which  would  be  allowed 
to  fly  the  British  flag  and  compete 
with  British  ships. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  1  (Eoyal  Reserve  of  Merchant 
Cruisers)  be  reduced  by  £28,000." — {Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles.) 

♦The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.)  did  not  think  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  would  find  it 
necessary  to  carry  his  Motion  for  a 
reduction  to  a  division.  His  hon.  friend 
had  stated  the  case  against  the  principle 
of  subsidies  as  at  present  carried  out 
with  80  much  knowledge  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  deal  with  that  subject  at 
length.  It  was  perfectly  true,  as  his 
hon.  friend  had  pointed  out,  that  the 
Committee  presided  over  by  the  hon. 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


Member  for  Aston  Manor  made  recom- 
mendations of    an    important  character 
with  regard  to  this  principle  of  subsi- 
dising merchant  cruisers  in  time  of  war, 
and  the  Admiralty  had  long  been  con- 
sidering very  carefully  the  wisdom  of 
that  policy.    Their  deliberations  had  been 
made  easier  by  the  strong  and  dear  re- 
commendations   of    the    Committee  to 
which  he  had  referred.     In  the  exercise 
of  their  own  judgment,  and  fortified  by  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee,  the 
Admiralty  did  not  propose,    when  the 
time  came  for  renewing  these  a^^ements, 
that  they  should  be  renewed.    He  did  not, 
however,  ask  the  Committee  to  take  it  as 
admitted  that  there  were  no  circumstances 
under  which  subsidies  ought  to  be  paid, 
and  no  circumstances    in   which  public 
interests  could  not  be  conveniently  served 
by  such  a  plan  as  that  which  had  hitherto 
been  adopted. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNEBY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  made  an  inquiry  regard- 
ing the  subsidies  to  which  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  had  referred.  Did  he 
mean  the  Morgan  subsidies  t  What  kind 
of  subsidies  were  not  renewable  t 


♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he  was 
speakii^  of  those  contained  in  Section 
3  of  Vote  8  —  namely,  subsidies  for 
merchant  cruisers. 


Mb.  RENWICK  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne):  How  long  have  those  subsidies 
to  runt 

Me.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  A  year* 
notice  has  to  be  given. 

Mb.  RENWICE  :  Has  it  been  given  t 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  No,  Sir. 
The  time  has  not  arrived  when  notice  can 
be  given.  The  final  decision  resulting 
from  the  deliberations  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  and  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  has  only  recently  been 
arrived  at. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  •(Old- 
ham) :  Is  it  now  admitted  that  all  this 
money  we  have  been  paying  year  after 
year  has  been  altogether  useless  expMjdi- 
turet 
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Mr.  AENOLD-FORSTER  :  No ;  I  do 
not  think  that  would  be  a  fair  assump- 
tion. The  circumstances  of  naval  warfare 
have  been  changing  almost  every  year, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  what  our 
predecessors  at  the  Admiralty  thought  it 
advisable  to  do  may  have  been  very 
proper  at  the  time  when  it  was  done. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  :  How 
much  longer  shall  we  go  on  paying  these 
sums  of  money  % 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Notice  will 
be  given  on  the  first  occasion  when 
notice  can  be  given. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL: 
Wheni 

Me.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  think 
1st  April  next  year. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  We 
shall  go  on  paying  for  eighteen  months 
longer ;  is  that  it  1 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
■was  the  case.  There  were  other  purposes 
which  might  be  served  by  a  system  of 
subsidies.  What  the  Admiralty  felt 
was  that  the  principle  which  ought  to 
govern  the  application  of  a  subsidy  was 
-that  by  that  jwiyment  they  should  obtain 
something  which  they  would  not  get  in 
Any  other  way.  He  would  add  a  word 
to  show  that  they  had  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
anittee  to  which  he  had  referred.  They 
felt  as  strongly  as  that  Committee  that 
it  would  be  a  great  advantage  in  the 
administration  of  any  sum  voted  by 
Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  subsidising 
shipping  that  it  should  be  administered 
under  some  central  authority.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  Committee  realised 
how  large  those  sums  were.  They 
Amounted  to  many  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  He  was  not  prepared  now  to 
.discuss  whether  the  principle  was  right 
or  wrong,  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
Committee  would  agree  with  him  that  if 
these  subsidies  were  to  be  paid  it  was 
-much  better  that  they  should  be  paid  in 
pursuance  of    a    national    and  uniform 

gjicy  rather  than  expended  by  various 
epartmente  without  consultation. 

Ma.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  had  made  a 


most  important  and  unexpected  announce* 
ment.  Speaking  for  himself,  and  for  hon. 
Members  sitting  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House,  they  would  concur  in  the 
new  policy  which  had  been  announced. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had  talked 
of  these  subsidies  as  a  waste  of  money. 
Both  parties  had  been  responsible  for  this 
expenditure  in  the  past.  He  himself  had 
said  in  public  on  a  former  occasion  that 
he  believed  this  merchant  cruiser  policy 
had  not  been  cordially  accepted  by  any 
Board  of  Admiralty  for  many  years  past. 
It  had  been  acquiesced  in  rather  than 
accepted  and  approved  by  successive 
Boards  of  Admiralty.  He  was  extremely 
pleased  as  well  as  surprised  at  the 
announcement  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made.  He  took  it  that  this  item  for 
merchant  cruisers  was  to  disappear  from 
the  Estimates  in  future. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  On  the 
present  basis  of  payment.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  pay  subsidies  for  high  speed 
or  special  qualifications. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  At 
all  events  this  particular  Vote  was  coming 
to  an  end.  The  last  White  Star  agreement 
was  made  some  time  in  the  end  of  last 
year ;  and,  as  he  understood,  it  was  an 
agreement  for  three  years.  He  took  it 
that  that  would  be  terminated  at  the  end 
of  the  three  years. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Almost  all 
these  agreements  come  to  an  end  in 
April,  1905. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said 
his  information  was  that  it  was  an  agree- 
ment for  three  years.  He  was  not  aware 
of  any  clause  in  the  agreement  that  would 
bring  it  to  an  end  earlier  than  the  close 
of  these  three  years.  The  Admiralty 
now  told  the  Committee  that  the  principle, 
at  all  events,  of  this  Subsidies  Vote  was 
abandoned,  and  that  if  there  were  to  be 
subsidies  at  all  in  regard  to  merchant 
cruisers  in  future  Estimates  they  would 
be  based  on  another  kind  of  pohcy  from 
the  present. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  To  make 
it  clear  I  will  read  the  Clause  : — 

"  This  agreement  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
come  into  force  except  as  regards  the '  Oceanic ' 
as  and  from  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1900,  and  for 
the  '  Oceanic '  from  the  Ist  day  of  October, 
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1900,  and  shall  continne  nntil  the  expiration 
of  twelve  calendar  months  notice  in  writing 
expiring  on  the  1st  day  of  April  in  any  year 
given  by  either  party  provided  that  no  such 
notice  shall  be  ^ven  so  as  to  expire  at  any 
earlier  date  than  the  Ist  of  April,  1905." 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBEETSON  said 
he  understood  that  the  White  Star 
contract  would  have 
years,  but  that  was  immaterial.  The 
real  point  was  that  the  Merchant  Cruiser 
Vote  was  to  be  abandoned  at  the  earliest 
possible  time,  and  what  was  to  take  its 
place  need  not  now  be  discussed.  He 
did  not  know  how  this  would  bear  upon 
another   most    important    question,    to 


not  be   impaired  they  would  at  short 
notice  be  ready  for  Admiralty  purposes. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  he  had  heard  with  considerable  satis- 
faction the  annoimcement  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Admiralty  with  regard  to  the 
subsidies  for  cruisers.     He  brought  this 


♦«  «,.,  f^-  »k.<i<>  I  matter  up  before  m  connection  with  the 
to  run  tor  tnree  I       .,        i     ^       -ci     •    ^  ^i. 

mail  contract.      For  instance,  there  was 

the  case  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  service 

which  received  a  subsidy  for  three  cruisers. 

These  vessels  were  absolutely  worthless 

for  cruisers,  because  they  did  not  steam 

above  fourteen  knots  an  hour,  and  would 

not  be  of  any  value  to  the  country  in 

time  of  war.     Obviously  that  was  a  coo- 


which  he  could  not  do  more  than  allude,  |  j^act  that  should  be   terminated  at  the 


and  the  most  extraordinary  arrangement 
ever  made  outside  an  Irish  Land  Bill, 
involving  enormous  payments  to  one  or 
two  shipping  companies. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
he  had  listened  with  very  great  regret 


first  opportunity.  The  present  arrange- 
ment was  mixed  up  with  the  mail  con- 
tract, which  he  thought  was  to  run  fcM- 
five  years  from  April  1 901.  The  amount 
received  was,  he  thought  £7,000  a  year, 
and  that  was  absolutely  wasted  money. 
so  far  as  the  Canadian  Pacific  was  oon- 
tothespeechof  hisbon-friendtheMember  i  cerned.  With  regard  to  the  P.  &  O. 
for  King's  Lynn,  and  with  still  greater  Company,  there  were  separate  contracts 
regret  to  the  announcement  made  by  with  the  Admiralty,  and,  therefore,  the 
his  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to  the '  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  would  know 
Admiraltj.  If  the  poUcy  of  the  Admiralty  |  the  terms  on  which  they  were  made, 
in  future  was  to  be  to  dissociate  our ;  and  when  they  would  expire.  There 
naval  preparations  from  questions  of  {  again  he  thought  the  Admiralty  should 
construction  in  connection  with  the  take  the  first  opportunity  of  terminating 
mercantile  marine,  then  it  was  a  most !  the  contracts.  The  P.  &  0.  boats  prac- 
regrettable    announcement    from    the  \  tically  did  not  steam  more  than  fourteen 


point  of  view  of  naval  preparations. 
But  if  his  hon.  friend  merely  meant  by 
the  announcement  that  the  Naval  Votes 
in  future  should  not  bear  the  subsidies, 
and  that  their  place  would  be  taken  by 
some  harmonious  arrangement  for  the 


or  fifteen  knots  an  hour,  and  could  not 
compete  in  speed  with  foreign  boats. 
They  could  not  catch  another  boat  or 
run  out  of  the  road  themselves.  He 
had  always  heard  that  the  policy  of 
mixing  up  the  mail  contracts  with  the 


construction   of    merchant   ships    that   giving  of   subsidies  for  cruisers  was  a 


would  be  useful  in  an  emergency  for  war 
purposes,  then,  perhaps,  the  announce- 
ment had  not  the  importance  that  had 
been  attached  to  it.  Upon  this  point 
the  answer  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  had  not  been  quite  clear. 
The  advantage  that  would  accrue  to 
our  naval  preparations  by  having  avail- 
able in  time  of  need  merchant  ships 
fitted  with  arrangements  for  guns  and 
warlike  purposes  would  be  enormous. 
He  hoped  the  change  was  rather  in  the 
form  of  Estimates  than  a  change  of 
policy,  and  that  vessels  of  high  speed, 
and  with  special  attention  to  details, 
would  continue  to  be  built,  so  that  whUe 
their  utility  for  merchant  service  would 
Mr.  Amdd-Forster. 


wrong  policy,  and  that  the  question  of 
cruisers  should  stand  entirely  by  itself. 
The  Government  should  do  what  they 
could  to  induce  the  owners  of  merchant 
vessels  to  provide  speed  qualities,  and  id 
was  all-important  that  any  contracts 
entered  into  should  be  for  a  short  period, 
so  that  they  could  at  any  time  take 
advantage  of  the  quickest  steamer 
belonging  to  the  British  merchant  ser- 
vice. In  that  way  they  would  encour- 
age the  owners  of  British  merchant 
vessels  to  build  ships  which  would  !« 
able  to  compete  in  crossing  the  Atlanti  c 
with  German  vessels.  He  was  glad  tha  t 
this  matter  had  now  got  some  pro^- 
minence. 
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*Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) 
congratulated  the  Admiralty  on  the  de- 
cision arrived  at  in  reference  to  this  parti- 
cular matter.  It  vas  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  himself,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  that  gave  this  matter  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  had  not  been  set 
aside,  but  that  it  had  been  taken  seriously 
into  consideration.  The  more  the^ 
enquired  into  the  matter,  the  more  it 
appeared  that  the  subsidies  paid  as  retain- 
ing fees  for  the  use  of  vessels  in  time  of 
war  were  absolutely  money  thrown  away. 
It  was  very  desirable,  in  view  of  the 
retrenchment  Avhich  the  country  de- 
manded in  many  quarters,  that  these 
subsidies  as  now  given  should  no  longer 
be  paid.  The  subsidies,  however,  could 
only  be  terminated  on  the  expiry  of  the 
existing  contracts.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Shipley  Division  should  realise  that  the 
Admiralty,  in  coming  to  this  decision  in 
regard  to  subsidies,  did  not  discard  para- 
graph 21  of  the  Committee's  Report,  in 
which  they  recommended  the  Admiralty 
to  give  subsidies  for  a  limited  number  of 
vessels  of  the  highest  speed. 

SIR  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
if  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  would 
make  it  clear  that  they  were  not  departing 
altogether  from  the  policy  of  subsidies  he 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied,  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  made  that  clear. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  said  he  had 
wanted  to  point  out  that  paragraph  22, 
which  recommended  the  discontinuance 
of  subsidies  which  were  merely  retaining 
fees  in  time  of  war,  was  not  antagonistic 
to  paragraph  21,  which  stated  that  the 
Admiralty  should  subsidise  a  limited 
number  of  merchant  ships  of  the  highest 
speed  for  national  defence.  He  warmly 
congratulated  the  Board  of  Admiralty  on 
their  good  work  and  the  admirable 
administration  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
wished  to  make  this  matter  quite  clear. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Shipley 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Aston  Manor 
had  correctly  interpreted  the  intention 
of  the  Admiralty,  but  in  subsidising 
merchant  vessels  for  military  purposes 
they  put  the  standard  of  speed  higher — 
22  knots  instead  of  20.     He  was  not  to 


be  taken  as  stating  that  no  subsidy  would 
be  paid  by  any  other  Department  for 
reasons  other  than  military.  He  spoke 
only  for  the  Admiralty. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
said  he  was  heartily  glad  to  hear  th& 
announcement  made  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  that  afternoon.  He  was 
the  more  glad  because  he  trusted  it  would 
be  a  warning  to  the  Admiralty  to  pay  more 
attention  to  the  observations  and  facts 
given  in  this  House.  When  the  Vote  for 
subsidising  merchant  steamers  was  first 
suggestedheobjected  to  it  and  had  opposed 
it  every  year  since.  The  Admiralty  had, 
however,  gone  on  paying  these  subsidies 
year  after  year,  although  it  had  been 
shown  that  the  money  might  as  well  have 
been  thrown  into  the  sea.  And  now  they 
had  had  it  from  a  late  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  that  in  his  time  the  facts  were 
well  known,  and  the  Admiralty  hardly 
believed  in  the  policy,  but  acquiesced  in  it. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  That 
is  my  impression. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  That  is  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  impression — that  the  Admir 
alty  brought  down  a  Vote  for  money  year 
after  year  for  a  policy  in  which  they  never 
believed  but  in  which  they  acquiesced ! 
He  was  glad  that  the  policy  had  re- 
ceived its  quietus  from  the  painstaking 
report  of  the  Committee  presided  over 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Aston  Manor. 
He  congratulated  the  hon.  Member  on 
his  good  work  He  was  glad  that  they 
had  now  an  Admiralty  that  had  been  able 
to  do  something  more  than  acquiesce  in 
expenditure,  but  had  the  courage  to  stop  a 
particular  policy  which  they  oelieved  to 
be  bad. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  CAYZER  (Barrow-in 
Furness)  said  that  as  a  Member  of  the  Sub- 
sidies Committee  he  could  say  that  there 
was  abundant  evidence  that  the  payment 
of  this  £77,000  a  year  had  been  entirely 
wasted  money.  With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions the  vessels  were  not  of  the  highest 
speed.  The  majority  did  not  exceed  15  or 
16  knots,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be 
used  as  effective  scouts.  Then  except  one 
or  two,  they  had  no  gun  platforms,  and 
none  of  them  had  guns,  although  the  Com- 
mittee were  told  that  the  guns  were  in 
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store.  He  was  very  glad  that  these  pay- 
ments were  to  be  discontinued.  The  non. 
Member  for  Shipley  said  he  would  like 
to  see  merchant  vessels  of  the  highest 
«peed  subsidised  by  the  Admiralty  for 
;service  in  time  of  war.  He  had  his 
•doubts  about  the  utility  of  that.  It  was 
'well  known  that  few  steamship  lines 
could  employ  vessels  of  22  or  25  knots  • 
and  he  believed  that  those  lines  which  had 
steamers  of  a  less  high  speed  would  offer 
their  services  in  time  of  war  for  the  high 
myment  they  would  then  get  for  them. 
For  his  own  part  he  would  rather  prefer 
to  see  the  ^avy  complete  in  itself,  and 
not  dependent  on  the  merchant  service 
.either  for  ships  or  men. 

llB.  KEARLET  (Devonport)  said 
lie  would  remind  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Yarmouth  that  when  Lord 
Spencer  went  to  the  Admiralty  he  found 
the  policy  which  had  been  introduced 
rflhortly  before  by  Mr.  Forwood  in  the 
{previous  Conservative  Administration. 

♦Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  could 
Assure  the  hon.  Member  that  he  applied 
his  observations  equally  to  both  Con- 
.serrative  and  Liberal  Governments. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  said  he  wished  to  ask 
ithe  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what 
really  was  the  particular  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miralty t  In  the  First  Lord's  statement, 
issued  with  the  Navy  Estimates,  it  was 
said  that — 

' "  Before  the  current  a^eement  in  respect  of 
'  subsidised  merchant  cruisers  with  the  various 
-steamship  companies  expires  two  years  hence, 
the  Board  will  have  to  reconsider  their  policy 
in  respect  to  ships  of  no  special  speed  in  the 
light  of  the  Reports  of  the  two  Committees 
already  mentioned — " 

viz.,  the  inter-departmental  Committee 
presided  over  by  Lord  Camperdown  and 
-the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Aston 
Manor  was  chairman.  But  since  that 
^statement  was  made  the  Admiralty  had 
entered  into  what  was  known  as  the 
Cunard  agreement.  They  knew  that 
under  that  agreement  the  Government 
were  to  make  large  advances  to  the 
■Cunard  Company  to  build  large  ships  of 
great  speed,  and  that  when  the  ships 
vrere  completed  the  Admiralty  were  to 
^y  large  subsidies  for  their  use  in  time 
■of  war.    It  was  of  extreme  importance 

Sir  Charles  Cayzer. 
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that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  tell  the 
Committee  what  they  were  to  look  fo^ 
ward  to  as  the  new  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. Was  it  to  be  on  the  lines  d 
the  Cunard  agreement  % 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said  he 
wished  to  emphasise  the  financial  aspect 
of  the  case  revealed  to  the  House.  Here 
was  a  naval  policy  which  a  good  many 
years  ago  was  decided  upon  on  the  advice 
of  experts  of  very  high  authority.  In 
pursuance  of  that  policy,  year  after 
year,  under  various  Administrations, 
they  had  expended  large  sums  of  money. 
Over  and  over  again  protests  had  been 
made  by  private  Members  of  the  House 
against  that  policy.  Nevertheless,  year 
after  year  Ministers  of  both  Parties,  sup- 
ported by  experts,  who  were  never 
wrong,  defended  that  policy;  and  now 
in  the  end  they  were  told  that  that 
policy  had  been  altogether  mistaken, 
that  all  the  money  had  been  absolutely 
thrown  away,  and  that  the  pdicy 
was  to  be  discontinued  in  the 
future.  How  was  it  that  this  decision 
had  been  arrived  at)  It  had  been 
arrived  at  by  the  criticisms  of  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Yar- 
mouth, and  by  the  work  of  private 
Members  sitting  on  the  Shipping  Com- 
mittee; and  the  final  death-blow  had 
been  given  to  it  by  the  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote.  These 
facts  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
because  they  showed  that  the  criticism 
of  private  Members  sometimes  provoked 
a  useful  economy  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said  that  the  hon.  Member  had  called 
this  a  naval  policy ;  he  called  it  a  policy 
of  naval  waste.  He  had  protested  not 
only  against  these  subsidies,  but  against 
every  item  in  the  Naval  Estimates.  For 
twelve  long  years  he  had  protested 
against  one  Government  and  another 
paving  these  large  sums  of  money  as 
subsidies  to  merchant  steamers ;  and  he 
congratulated  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  had  at  last  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
naval  waste.  In  these  twelve  years 
they  had  squandered  in  subsidies  about 
dE500,000.  [An  Hon.  Member:  More.] 
He  always  liked  to  be  moderate  and  put 
things  low,  but  say  £600,000.     He  did 
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hope  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty would  no  longer  so  absolutely 
belieTe  in  their  naval  experts,  and  that 
they  would  look  into  every  item  of  the 
Naval  Estimates  and  take  off  about 
£10,000,000  per  annum,  while  leaving 
the  Navy  quite  as  efficient 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
was  not  concerned  to  defend  the  Admir- 
alty of  the  Government  with  which  he 
waa  connected  ten  years  ago,  but  when 
they  came  into  office  they  found  the 
system  in  existence,  and  of  recent  crea- 
tion. He  had  given  his  own  impression  of 
what  his  colleagues  thought  of  it.  Allusion 
had  been  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
below  the  gangway  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  to  the  delusions  of 
naval  experts,  but  he  only  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  emphasising  the  question  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  as  to 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  new  policy. 
They  were  entitled  to  know  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  new  policy  adumbrated 
ia  the  First  Lord's  statement,  and  also 
whether  the  Cunard  agreement  was  to 
be  taken  as  a  type  of  the  new  cruiser  con- 
tract to  replace  the  contract  which  had 
been  abolished.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  an  answer  before 
the  Motion  was  withdrawn. 

♦Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
the  Cunard  agreement  was  not  now 
under  discussion ;  but  every  agreement 
made  with  shipowners  with  regard  to 
subsidies  in  the  future  would  be  on 
the  condition  that  they  would  be  paid 
for  something  in  addition  to  that  which 
the  Admiralty  could  obtain  in  the 
ordinary  course  by  a  mercantile  arrange- 
ment. He  was  not  prepared  to  make 
any  statement  as  to  the  terms  of  future 
agreements  with  shipowners. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
before  withdrawing  his  Amendment  he 
might  be  allowed  to  express  his  gratifica- 
cation,  and  also  his  surprise,  that  the  step 
which  he  took  with  the  expectation  that 
he  should  be  called  a  mutineer  had  been 
followed  with  such  satisfactorj  results. 
The  Admiralty,  however,  having  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  abolish  those  agree- 
ments, found  they  could  not  do  it  for 
two  or  three  years. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  it 
was  the  same  in  his  time. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  all 
who  were  connected  with  the  Admiralty 
were  tarred  with  the  same  brush ;  but  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  when  he 
was  at  the  Admiralty  had  given  notice 
to  terminate  those  agreements,  he  him- 
self should  not  have  been  obliged  to 
force  the  Government  to  accept  dictation 
as  to  their  policy  from  King's  Lynn. 
Repentance  had  now  followed  the  evil 
doing;  but  he  was  still  afraid.  If  the 
Admiralty  had  made  up  their  minds  to 
give  up  this  policy,  they  should  give  up 
the  Cunard  and  Morgan  agreements. 
He  would  be  compelled  to  move  a  reduc- 
tion later  if  any  new  agreement  were 
entered  into  with  the  Cunard  Company 
or  the  Morgan  Syndicate  on  account  of 
speed,  as  that  was  now  more  attainable 
by  the  Admiralty  themselves.  He 
therefore  urged  that  instead  of  a 
day  being  given  to  discuss  the  Cunard 
and  Morgan  agreements,  the  agreements 
should  be  abandoned.  If  not,  ke  could 
promise  the  Government  would  have 
serious  trouble  in  the  future.  He  was 
much  obliged  to  his  hen.  friend  for  the 
way  in  which  he  had  reconsidered  his 

iroposal,   and  he   asked   leave  to  with- 

raw  the  Amendment. 


di 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
would  now  endeavour  to  make  some  reply 
to  the  many  hon.  Members  who  hadspoken 
in  regard  to  this  section  of  Vote  8.  He 
did  not  propose  to  reply  on  the  question 
of  general  policy  which  had  been  raised 
in  almost  identical  terms  on  four  occa- 
sions. He  could  add  nothing  to  what  he 
had  said  on  those  former  occasiona  His 
views  on  the  question  of  an  international 
arrangement  were  perfectly  well  known, 
and  as  far  as  his  voice  was  concerned,  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Dundee 
knew  the  sense  in  which  his  opinion 
would  be  given.  He  would  confine 
himself  to  matters  which  were  strictly 
germane  to  that  section  of  the  Vote. 
With    regard  to  the    insertion   in   the 
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EstimatM  for  this  year  of  the  con- 
tribution in  ud  by  the  Colonial  Govem- 
ments,  his  hon.  friend  seemed  to  imply 
that  the  Admiralty  should  be  censured. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No. 


♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  At  any 
rate  his  hon.  friend  criticised  the  matter. 
But  he  thought  the  Committee  would 
see  that  when  the  representatives  of 
these  great  colonies  had  given  under- 
takings in  the  names  of  their  Govern- 
ments, so  far  as  they  were  able  to 
do  so,  it  would  have  been  a  grave  dis- 
courtesy, to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  the 
Ert  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  if  they 
d  taken  no  notice  of  those  undertak- 
ings and  had  made  no  reference  to  them 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  year.  The 
Admiralty  therefore  inserted  these 
figures  and  also  a  statement,  which 
could  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  conditions 
on  which  they  appeared,  pointing  out 
that  in  certain  cases  the  contribution  was 
dependent  upon  the  constitutional  con- 
firmation of  the  undertaking  of  the 
Prime  Minister  by  the  Parliament 
of  the  colony  concerned.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Gateshead 
referred  to  the  increase  in  the 
amount  for  repairs;  but  he  thought 
his  hon.  friend  had  indulged,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  in  a  slight  exaggeration. 
His  hon.  friend  said  that  nearly 
X  1,000,000  of  the  additional  amount 
required  for  repairs  was  due  to  the 
policy  of  putting  water-tube  boilers  into 
ships.  He  was  not  going  into  the  ques- 
tion of  water-tube  boilers  now ;  but  he 
should  like  to  point  out  that  whereas 
the  whole  number  of  ships  with  water- 
tube  boilers  to  be  repaired,  including 
three  or  four  small  sloops,  was  only 
eighteen,  the  number  of  ships  which 
had  cyUndrical  boilers  was  fifty-three. 
Therefore,  it  was  an  exaggeration  of  a 
very  extreme  kind  to  suggest  that  the 
addition  to  the  Repairs  Vote  was  due  in 
any  large  proportion  to  repairs  to  water- 
tube  hollered  ships.  He  thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  be  informed  of  the 
proportion.  He  frankly  admitted  that 
the  amount  for  repairs  was  very  high 
indeed,  but  he  was  prepared  to  justify 
it.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  had  adopted 
a  policy  which  had  already  commended 
itsolf  to  the  House  and  the  country,  of 

Mr.  Amold-Forsler. 
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striking  a  large  number  of  ineffert've 
ships  off  the  Navy  List  every  year.  Puri 
passu  with  that  procedure  they  lad 
adopted  the  policy  of  making  every  ship 
which  they  retained  on  the  List  effective 
for  war.  He  believed  they  would  all 
agree  that  it  was  no  use  keeping 
ships  on  the  List  if  they  were  not 
effective  for  war.  Whether  certain  ships 
should  have  been  more  frequently  re- 
paired or  not  he  did  not  say ;  but  llie 
policy  of  the  presept  Board  of  Admiralty 
was  that  no  ship  should  be  retained  on 
the  List  which  was  not  prepared  to  go 
to  war.  They  had  adopted  this  system 
of  large  repairs  with  a  definite  object 
and  aim,  and  they  believed  that  they  were 
within  measurable  distance  of  accom- 
plishing it,  and  that  by  the  end  of  twelve 
months  from  the  present  date  they 
would  have  a  larger  proportion  of  ships 
in  perfect  repair  than  they  had  ever 
possessed  before.  They  wou!d  then  be  in 
a  position  to  make  unhindered  progress 
with  the  new  building  programme. 
Therefore,  he  did  not  apologise  for  the 
magnitudeof  the  Repairs  Vote.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Chester  had  made  a  sharp 
attack  on  the  Admiralty  under  an  entiie 
misapprehension.  The  hon.  Member 
represented  that  the  Admiralty  weie 
lamentably  uninformed  in  -regard  to 
what  was  going  on  in  other  countries, 
and  that  they  required  to  be  told  by  the 
newspapers  what  was  taking  place  in 
foreign  dockyards.  There  was  no  founda- 
tion for  that  statement.  The  hon. 
Member  had  called  attention  to  th' 
omission  from  the  Return,  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
Motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  of  any 
of  the  projected  Russian  ships.  The  ex- 
planation was  perfectly  simple.  They 
had  followed  the  precedent  which  had 
been  followed  on  previous  occasions 
Ships  were  inserted  in  the  List  which 
were  actually  announced  as  projected 
in  the  way  in  which  such  announce- 
ments are  usually  made  in  consti- 
tutional countries,  or  for  which  money 
had  been  voted,  or  with  which  pro- 
gress had  been  made.  None  of  those  con- 
ditions applied  to  these  Russian  ships,  and 
for  those  reasons  they  were  not  included. 
But  the  Committee  must  not  suppose 
that  the  Admiralty  were  not  as  well 
informed  as  the  hon.  Member's  informant 
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48  to  what  was  contemplated  in  regard  ' 
to  Russian  shipbuilding.    All  the  facts 
and  all  the  rumours  to  which  the  hon.  ' 
Member  had  referred  were  perfectly  well 
Icaown  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty.   With 
regard  to  the  large   programme  which 
the  hon.  Member  attributed  to  Russia, 
these  ships  had  not  been  laid  down,  and 
he    might  be  certain   that    when   any 
progress  was  made  the  Admiralty  would  ' 
be  informed. 

The  whole  of  the  ships  which  were 
•contemplated  had  been  taken  into 
account  by  the  Admiralty  in  fram- 
ing the  programme  which  they  had 
submitted  to  the  House.  It  was  con 
■eeirable  that  the  programme  which  they 
were  led  to  believe  was  contemplated  by 
Russia  might  be  accelerated  in  a  way 
"they  did  not  anticipate.  There  might ' 
be  some  greit  development  in  the 
rapidity  of  Russian  shipbuilding,  there 
might  be  some  expansion  of  the  Russian 
yards — of  which  at  present  they  saw  no 
:sign8 — which  would  upset  their  calcula- 
tions ;  but  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  House  of  Commons 
would  not  be  left  long  in  ignorance  of 
the  fact  if  such  a  fact  did  arise.  He 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
mouth, who  had  discussed  a  matter  of 
^reat  importance  to  his  constituents,  that 
the  policy  of  entrusting  a  large  amount 
of  Admiralty  work  to  contractors  outside 
the  dockyards  was  one  followed  with  a 
full  appreciation  of  the  desirability,  he 
might  say  the  necessity,  of  keeping  the 
royal  dockyards  full  of  work.  If  his 
hon.  friend  desired  to  prove  the  sincerity 
■<A  that  intention,  and  the  ability  of  the 
Admiralty  to  give  effect  to  that  intention, 
Jie  had  only  to  look  at  the  wages  bill 
in  the  great  dockyards,  and  especially  in 
that  which  he  represented,  to  see  that 
there  had  been  no  falling  off  in  the 
jiotivity  of  the  Admiralty  in  respect  of 
dockyard  work.  He  did  not  think  he 
need  discuss  now  the  question  of  sub- 
sidies raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ring's  Lynn.  If  at  some  future  time  the 
hon.  Member  found  it  necessary  to  move 
further  in  the  matter,  he  had  no  doubt 
there  would  be  some  one  in  his  place  who 
would  be  competent  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject. He  should  like  to  say,  in  passing,that 
he  did  not  make  the  admission  which  had 
been  attributed  to  him,  that  the  prede- 


cessors of  the  present  Board  were  in 
error  in  what  they  did  in  this  matter. 
It  was,  he  thought,  the  inevitable  law 
of  naval  progress  that  the  time  must 
come  for  a  change  of  policy.  At  the 
time  these  merchant  cruisers  were  first 
adopted  as  part  of  the  Royal  Navy  they 
were  the  fastest  ships  afloat.  Our  own 
cruisers  could  not  have  beaten  them,  nor 
even  have  touched  rhem,  either  in  endur- 
ance or  in  speed.  There  were  then  no 
armoured  cruisers,  or  practically  none, 
in  existence;  but  with  the  improve- 
ments in  armaments  and  projectiles, 
especially  in  the  quick-firing  gun,  and 
the  use  of  high  explosives,  which  had 
been  introduced  since  this  policy  came 
into  effect,  there  had  been  a  radical  change 
from  the  conditions  which  then  existed 
It  was  not,  however,  his  business  to 
deal  with  that  aspect  of  the  case.  He 
only  stated  the  fact  to  explain  the 
view  taken  by  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  that  it  was  desirable 
that  everything  should  be  done  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  private  trade 
with  regard  to  armour,  and  the  Admir- 
alty were  doing,  and  in  the  past  two 
years  had  done,  what  they  could  to 
meet  that  convenience.  But  his  hon. 
friend  knew  very  well  that  there  were 
conditions  which  over-rode  any  desire 
of  that  kind,  that  the  course  of  ship- 
building was  the  prevailing  factor  in 
the  situation,  and  that  they  must  order 
the  armour  with  some  relation  to  the 
building  progress.  .  He  thought  his  hon. 
,  friend  had  no  reason  to  complain,  because 
I  he  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying 
that  the  practice  of  deferring  ships  in 
a  particular  programme  for  twelve  and 
eighteen  months  after  the  date  at 
which  they  were  mentioned  in  that 
House  had  been  departed  from  durin;,' 
the  present  year,  and  he  thought  the 
Boai^  of  Admiralty  would  make  a  still 
further  departure  from  that  practice 
.  in  the  coming  year.  His  hon.  friend 
had  referred  to  the  delay  which  had 
,  taken  place,  but  he  thought  he  ought 
;  to  have  confined  his  statement  to  the 
armoured  cruisers  of  the  "Devonshire  " 
I  class. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  said  he  only  referred  to  what 
happened  last   year;   he  did  not  make 
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a  general  statement.  He  merely  said  '  such  a  change  would  be  of  great  benefit 
some  of  the  work  of  the  previous  year  I  to  this  country.  Another  omission  of 
was  sixteen  months  in  arrear.  I  his  hon.  friend   was  that  he  had  dealt 

I  in  only  a  single  sentence  with  the  point 

*Mr.ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  though  ,  raised  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
there  was  an  initial  delay  in  laying  j  for  Gateshead,  who  had  for  the  last  two 
down  those  ships,  he  had  reason  to  years  steadfastly  refrained  from  repeating 
believe  that  the  rate  of  progress  was  { the  allegations  which  he  had  made  for 
now  very  rapid,  and  that,  barring  that  i  the  last  eight  years  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
initial  delay,  amounting  to  two-and-a- 1  Admiralty  of  boilering  the  fleet.  The 
half  months  in  some  cases,  the  anticipa-  reason  he  had  refrained  from  referring 
tions  which  had  been  formed  with  I  to  that  well-worn  subject  was  that  be 
regard  to^the  completion  of  those  ships  I  desired  the  Admiralty  to  have  the 
would  be*reali8ed.  Before  he  concluded  <  experience  of  all  the  experiments  of  thft 
his  remarks  he  would  like  to  mention  |  Boiler  Committee.  What  had  been  the 
that  there  was  a  slight  alteration  |  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in  regard  to 
in  the  Naval  Programme  as  announced  the  recommendations  of  their  own  Boiler 
to  the  House  A  small  sum,  £17,000,  Committee  1  Those  recommendations 
was  taken  in  the  original  programme  for  I  might  be  summed  up  in  a  single 
building  three  third-class  cruisers.  The  |  sentence.  They  were  that  the  Admiralty 
Board  of  Admiralty,  in  view  of  the  ex- 1  should  seek  to  find  an  efficient  water- 
periments— and  they  were  experiments —  '  tube  boiler  by  investigations  and  experi- 
which  were  being  made  with  the  new  j  ments.  What  had  they  done  1  Every 
scouts,  preferred  to  postpone  the  com-  new  ship,  first-class  battleship,  cruiser, 
mencement  of  these  three  ships  and  to ,  and  vessel  of  smaller  size,  had  been 
devote  that  small  sum  of  money  to !  fitted  as  a  matter  of  course  with  water- 
accelerating  other  work,  reserving  to  tube  boilers  of  one  kind  or  another,  and 
themselves  the  decision  of  whether  this  !  to-day  there  was  not  a  ship  under  desiga 
particular  design  should  be  completed  at  the  Admiralty  or  under  construction 
in  the  light  of  the  experience  they  hoped  in  the  dockyards  or  in  private  yards 
to  gain.  I  that  was  not  for  the  most  part  fitted 

I  with  this  type  of  boiler.    Having  regard 

Sir  WILLIAM  ALLAN  said  the  right   *<>  the  history  of  the  boiler  question,  and 


having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Lord 
Goschen  appointed  the  Boiler  Committee, 
he  thought  more  respect  should  havfr 
been  paid  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee. 


hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  had  stated  that  he  (Sir 
William)  had  exaggerated.  If  that 
were  so  he  could  not  help  it  as  the 
lilstimates  appeared  to  be  quite  plain. 
He  would,  however,  clear  up  the  matter  The  matter  could  not  be  dismissed  by 
from  the  Estimates.  The  increase  in  '  a  mere  allusion  to  the  reiterated  state- 
the  repairs,  if  the  amount  forthe  armour  mente  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Gates- 
was  deducted  in  the  two  items  for  >  head,  while  the  Admiralty  continued  to- 
1902-3,  and  for  this  year,  would  be  I  fit  His  Majesty's  ships,  as  a  matter  of 
found  to  be  £1,000,663.  Therefore  it ,  course,  with  this  type  of  boiler.  The 
could"  not  be  said  that  his  statement  was  ,  hon.  Member  had  attempted  to  defend 
an  exaggeration.  i  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  in  connectioa 

with  the  "  Hyacinth."  the  matter  of 
Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said  ■  thirty-eight  minutes  refer  ed  to  might  be 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  I  important  in  strategy,  but,  in  his  opinion^ 
to  the  Admiralty  had  not,  so  far  as  he  |  endurance,  reliability,  and  increased 
had  seen,  replied  to  the  question  of  |  range  were  much  more  important.  A» 
whether  it  would  be  advisable  in  place  ;  one  having  responsibility  in  similar 
of  one  naval  attache  for  Rome  and  St.  matters,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
Petersburg  to  have  one  in  each  country,  i  Admiralty  were  pursuing  a  foolish  and 
having  regard  to  the  announcements  dangerous  policy  in  boilering  new  ships 
that  had  been  made  in  the  House  that  with  a  type  of  boiler  of  which  the  er— 
Russia  was  building  ships  in  excess  of  perience  had  been  very  unfavourable, 
her  published  programme.     He  thought   The   reasons  urged  in  favour  of  sucht 

Mr.  James  Hope.  C" r\r\a\(> 
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Ixnlers  were  mainly  considerations  of 
weight,  and  the  increase  of  offensive  and 
4lefennT6  power  made  possible  upon  a 
^Ten  displacnnent  by  reason  of  the 
MTiog  in  weight.  But  the  fact  that 
these  boilers  were  less  economical  with 
coal  ctHnpletely  disposed  of  those  reasons, 
because  the  extra  coal  required  was  at 
least  equivalent  to  the  saving  of  weight 
in  the  boilers.  The  Admiralty,  when 
they  determined  a  year  or  so  ago  to  fit 
new  vessels  with  one-fifth  of  the  old  and 
«rell-known  type  of  boiler,  and  four- 
fifths  of  these  new,  and  comparatively 
experimental,  boilers,  took  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  but  they  had  not  gone 
far  enough.  He  pleaded  with  the 
Government  to  consider  whether  they 
had  really  given  effect,  in  letter  and  in 
spirit,  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Bailer  Committee,  those  recommenda- 
titns  being  substantially  to  the  effect 
tliat  the  Admiralty  should  hold  their 
hands  before  irrevocably  committing 
His  Majes  y's  ships  to  propulsion  by 
1  toilers  which  had  hitherto  not  proved 
themselves  capable  of  the  necessary 
endurance. 

Ur.  KEARLEY  said  the  policy 
laid  down  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  of  at  once  clearing  off  the 
iist  all  obsolete  ships,  and  bringing  tlie 
remainder  up  to  an  efficient  condition 
ior  war,  was  one  w  th  which  they  all 
'Cordially  agreed.  A  single  glance  at  the 
Estimates,  however,  revealed  the  fact 
that  there  had  been  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure  for  repairs, 
not  only  in  the  Government  yards,  but 
also  in  the  yards  of  outside  contractors. 
Under  Section  E  'ast  year  the  amount 
voted  for  repairs  in  contractors'  yards 
nvas  £175,000,  this  year  it  had  increased 
to  £722,000.  As  he  had  before  stated, 
the  Admiralty  had  pursued  a  very  wise 
policy  in  regard  to  ships  built  by  con- 
tract in  insisting  that  they  should  be 
finished  at  the  contractor's  yard,  instead 
of  being  brought  round  to  the  dock- 
jards,  as  was  the  old  practice — a  course 
which  occasioned  a  great  waste  both  of 
time  and  money.  With  regard  to  the 
repairs,  he  desired  to  direct  attention  to 
the  principle  on  which  the  Admiralty 
•were  working.  The  working  basis  was 
that,  when^  these  ships  were  sent  to  the 


contractor's  yard  for  repairs,  no  con- 
tract price  was  asked  for,  but  the 
Admiralty  guaranteed  a  profit  of  20  per 
cent,  for  wear-and-tear  expenses,  and, 
in  addition,  a  clear  profit  of  1 0  per  cent  to 
the  contractor.  He  did  not  now  intend  to 
argue  whether  the  10  per  cent,  or  the  20 
per  cent,  was  excessive  or  not,  but  he 
wished  to  emphasise  the  fact  that 
in  this  new  departure  of  sending 
ships  in  such  numbers  to  con- 
tractors for  repairs  the  Government 
should  adhere  to  the  policy  that  they 
had  exercised  in  their  own  dockyards 
for  so  many  years — vis.,  that,  prior 
to  any  repair  being  undertaken  an 
estimate  was  asked  for  and  was  expected 
to  be  adhered  to,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  estimate  was  not  exceeded. 
He  was  informed  that  the  policy  in  the 
contract  yards  was  altogether  different, 
and  he  thought  they  ought  to  have  an 
assurance  from  the  Government  that 
they  would  insist  on'  contractors  giving 
estimates  in  the  same  way  as  their  on  n 
yarda  There  had  been  rather  a  news- 
paper agitation  on  behalf  of  contractors 
with  ft  vj«w  to  inducing  a  great  proper 
tion  of  work  to  go  their  way  instead  9f 
to  the  dockyards.  Aspersions  had  been 
cast  upon  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
work  turned  out  in  the  Royal  yards, 
and  suggesting  that  the  Admiralty  sent 
work  to  contractors'  yards  because  they 
could  get    better  results  and  at  better 

fmces.  He  denied  that,  but  he  would 
ike  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  on  the  point.  Was  it  a 
fact  that  the  quality,  quantity,  and  price 
of  the  work  was  inferior  in  any  shape 
or  form  to  that  produced  by  contract 
work  1 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
was  not  concerned  to  reply  to  anonymous 
criticisms  of  which  he  had  not  before 
heard.  The  Admiralty  were  satis- 
fied with  the  work  of  the  Royal 
Dockyards,  and  every  effort  was  bemg 
made  to  keep  it  up  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  past.  The  system  of 
sending  ships  for  repairs  to  contractors' 
yards  had  become  necessary,  because  it 
was  not  possible,  with  advantage  to  the 
service,  to  repair  all  the  ships  in  the 
dockyards.  The  practice  of  proceeding 
on  a  schedule  of  prices  greatly  com- 
mended itself  to  the   Admiralty.      He 
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believed  that  nothing  would  be  gained, 
but  that  s  great  deu  would  be  lost,  by 
insisting  on  prices  being  given  in  every  case 
where  a  ship  was  sent  to  a  contractor's 
yard  for  repairs.  It  was  true  that  pro- 
visional estimates  were  given  in  the  dock 
yards,  but  it  was  also  true  that  if  those 
estimates  were  exceeded  or  not  attained 
nothing  happened.  The  ships  had  to  be 
repair^,  and  there  was  no  question  of 
profit  or  loss,  although  it  was  desirable, 
of  course,  to  keep  the  work  as  close  to 
the  estimate  as  possible.  A  contractor 
was  not  in  a  position  to  make  an  accurate 
estimate  as  to  the  amount  of  repairs  a 
ship  required.  Looking  at  the  outside 
of  the  ship,  he  could  not  tell  the  nature 
of  the  work  that  would  have  to  be 
undertaken.  So  self-evident  was  this 
proposition  that  it  had  commended  itself 
to  a  large  proportion  of  the  mercantile 
firms  of  the  country,  and  the  Admiralty 
were  working  on  precisely  the  same 
terms  as  were  agreed  to  by  the  mercantile 
firms  who  entered  into  business  arrange- 
ments with  the  same  yards.  In  face  of 
that  fact,  the  hon.  Member  coidd  hardly 
sustain  the  proposition  that  by  adopt- 
ing this  course,  which  had  the  approval 
of  expert  authorities,  and  presented  the 
great  advantage  that  it  eased  the  pres- 
sure on  the  dockyards,  the  Admiralty 
were  losing  money  and  being  cheated  in 
a  manner  which  private  firms  were  not. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Admiralty  believed 
they  were  getting  value  for  their  money, 
and  greatly  helpmg  the  service  of  the 
^untry. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  said  he  did  not  say 
there  was  any  question  of  cheating ;  he 
merely  contended  that  it  was  not  business 
to  spend  money  in  that  way. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
would  withdraw  the  word  "cheating." 
But  if  it  were  not  a  business-like  course 
to  pursue,  firms  which  had  to  strike  a 
profit  or  loss  on  the  year's  trading  cer- 
tainly would  not  adopt  it.  In  this  case 
the  Admiralty  were  simply  doing  what 
had  so  often  been  urged  upon  them — viz., 
that  they  should  follow  the  lines  adopted 
by  persons  working  for  commercial  profit. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

%  £3,206,100,  Naval  Armaments. 
Mr.  Amdld-Forsler. 


*Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  reminded 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  of  the 
point  to  which  he  drew  his  attention 
sometimeago,  andthat  wasthedesirabOity 
of  putting  a  number  of  hired  men  in  the 
gun  4rharf  on  the  establishment.  The 
matter  was  not  a  large  one,  as  there 
were  only  a  few  whom  the  coneaision 
would  affect,  but  the  principW  in 
volved  was  an  important  one. 

*Me.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  rejjied  that 
the  Admiralty  were  at  the  present 
moment  engaged  in  a  very  careful 
inquiry  into  the  question,  but  he  was 
not  at  present  able  to  let  him  know  the 
result  of  it. 

3.  X69,400,  Scientific  Services. 

4.  j£l  16,400,  for  Educational  Services. 

♦Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  said  there 
was  another  case  to  which  he  had 
frequently  drawn  the  attention  of  his 
hon.  friend — viz.,  the  case  of  the  school- 
masters. Perhaps  the  Secretary  to  tb» 
Admiralty  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  stating  when  he  was  likely  to  be  tla\» 
to  give  the  House  any  information  on 
the  decision  the  Admiralty  had  come  to. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  feared  that 
he  could  not  give  his  hon.  friend  any 
information  about  the  schoolmasters. 

5.  £297,500,  Royal  Naval  Reserves: 

6.  £409,500,    Miscellaneous    Effective 
Services. 


♦Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  asked  what 
happened  in  the  case  of  a  naval  disaster 
liki  the  "  Condor  "  and  "  Cobia,"  and 
what  compensation  was  paid  to  men  for 
loss  of  kit  and  private  property. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  rejOied  that 
if  the  losses  of  officers  and  men  were 
sustained  while  on  duty  all  the  equip- 
ment necessary  to  enable  the  losers  to 
re-equip  themselves  for  the  service  was 
replaced,  but  in  cases  where  the  articles 
were  not  necessary  they  were  expected 
to  make  their  own  insurance  in  regard 
to  them. 
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Me.  lough  said  he  noticed  the 
usual  element  of  extravagance  extended 
to  this  Vote  also.  What  was  the  neces- 
sity for  an  increase  of  £41,000  in  this 
Vote,  which  was  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent! 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  the 
hon.  Member's  suspicions  were  not  well 
founded,  because  the  increase  was  due  to 
a  transfer  of  items  from  other  Votea 
The  item  for  travelling  expenses  of  civil 
and  military  officers  hiKi  been  transferred 
to  this  Vote,  where  it  did  not  appear  last 
year. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire.  E.) 
said  there  was  in  this  Vote  an  appropria- 
tion in  aid  from  the  Australian  Com- 
monwealth. He  wished  to  know  if  since 
this  subject  was  last  before  the  Committee 
any  decision  had  been  come  to  in  regard 
to  tliis  matter  by  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth. Upon  a  previous  occasion  he 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  in- 
sertion in  the  Naval  Estimates  of  these 
coloaial  appropriations  in  aid  of  Naval 
expenditure  were  purely  fictitious.  No 
d^nite  binding  agreement  had  been  come 
to  with  Australia,  and  yet  they  found  in 
the  various  Votes  these  appropriations  in 
aid  definitely  credited  to  the  benefit  of 
the  British  Admiralty.  So  far  as  he 
was  aware  the  Australian  Common  vrealth 
had  never  entered  into  any  agreement 
upon  this  point. 

♦Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he  was 
sorry  the  hon.  Member  was  not  present 
when  he  dealt  with  this  question. 
The  statement  which  the  hon.  Member 
thought  ought  to  be  inserted  appeared  on 
the  Estimates.  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee  he  had  explained  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  to  insert  these  sums  in  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  current  year.  The  reason  was 
that  it  might  have  been  thought  dis- 
courteous to  the  Colonial  Premiers  who 
had  given  these  undertakings  if  they 
nuule  no  reference  to  the  matter  in  the 
Naval  Estimates. 

7.  X306,400,  Admiralty  Office. 

Mr.  LOUOH  said  he  should  like  an 
explanation  of  the  increase  in  this  Vote. 
He  should  like  an  explanation  of  the 
item  of  j6116,000  for  travelling  expenses. 
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There  was  also  an  increase  of  j&23,000  in 
the  department  of  the  Controller  of  the 
Navy,  or  altogether  a  net  increase  of 
about  jE30,000.  Perhaps  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  would  explain  why  the 
travelling  expenses  dropped  out  this  year,, 
and  why  the  expenditure  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Controller  had  been  increased 
by  £23,000.  That  was  a  substantial 
increase,  amounting  to  nearly  10  per  cent- 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
should  have  thought  that  an  exphination. 
in  regard  to  the  travelling  expenses 
was  quite  unnecessary,  because  he  had 
already  pointed  out  that  those  expenses- 
had  been  transferred  to  Vote  11,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  appear  on  both 
Votes.  He  admitted  that  the  increase  in 
the  Controller's  department  was  substan- 
tial. The  increase  of  the  work  under- 
taken  by  the  Controller  to  the  Navy  had 
been  gigantic,  and  the  hon.  Member 
himself,  who  was  constantly  comfdaining- 
of  the  increase,  was  the  best  witness  to 
that  fact.  The  manipulation  of  these 
large  sums  of  money  and  their  proper 
allocation  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
supervised  except  by  a  competent  staff. 
Considering  the  vast  amount  of  work 
which  had  been  put  upon  the  Controller 
of  the  Admiralty  he  thought  his  staff  was 
still  inadequate  for  the  work. 

Mk.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  this  great 
increase  in  the  work  was  due  to  the 
new  policy  of  doing  so  much  work  by 
contract.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
this  new  policy  had  entailed  the  creation 
of  a  new  and  very  expensive  sub-depart- 
nent  of  the  Admiralty. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he  did 
not  think  that  was  quite  a  justifiable 
s  atement.  for  this  was  not  a  new  de- 
partment, but  simply  an  extension  of 
the  Controller's  office.  A  large  amount 
of  additional  work  had  to  be  done,  and 
the  Admiralty  had  to  decide  whether 
that  work  could  be  done  at  the  Govern- 
ment dockyards.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  transfer  the  work  to  the 
contractors.  He  be'ieved  that  every 
offi'ter  in  the  Admiralty  would  bear  him 
out  when  he  said  that  they  had  effected 
considerable  economy  by  taking  this 
course  by  relieving  the  congestion  of 
the  dockyards,  and,  besides  this,  the 
work  would  be  done  in  a  shorter  time. 
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He  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  there  was  nothing  peculiar  about 
^his  matter.  There  had  always  been  a 
■Staff  in  connexion  with  the  contract 
jards  to  supervise  the  building  of  ships. 

With  the  extension  of  that  system  to 
•contract  yards  for  repairing  ships,  it 
<had  become  necessary  to  increase  the 
-.staff  of  the  Department.  This  was  not 
.the  sole  reason  for  the  increase,  because 

there  had  been  an  increase  of  the  work 

all  round. 

Me.  lough  said  they  were  glad 
ito  receire  that  explanation.  These 
■Committees  never  recommended  econo- 
my in  any  shape  or  form.  Their  in- 
•quiries  always  led  to  some  additional 
-expenditure.  It  had  been  shown  in  the 
•discussion  that  the  Admiralty  were 
giving  out  a  great  deal  more  on  contract 
"than  before,  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  this  additional  expense  was  being 
incurred. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FOESTER  :  A  portion 
•of  it. 

Mr.  lough  :  WeU,  a  portion  of  it 
Probably  within  the  next  year  or  two 
more  work  would  be  done  in  the  dock- 
yards and  less  given  out  on  contract.  He 
asked  whether  this  was  to  be  a  permanent 
increase  of  expenditure,  or  whether  there 
was  any  elasticity  about  it.  At  a  time 
when  it  was  necessary  to  give  out 
jC3,000,000  more  work  on  contract  than 
formerly  it  was  quite  reasonable  that 
there  should  be  £20,000  more  spent  on 
the  supervision  of  the  work,  but  supposing 
this  policy  should  be  changed,  and  that 
it  should  become  unnecessary  to  give  out 
«o  much,  had  any  arrangement  been  made 
by  which  a  saving  could  be  effected  t  He 
thought  the  expenses  of  public  Depart- 
ments formed  an  element  m  the  general 
extravagance  of  the  country  which  they 
should  look  after  very  closely. 

♦Mb.  AENOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
if  a  great  change  of  policy  took  place  in 
the  future  there  would  be  no  diflSculty  in 
reducing  the  staff  employed  in  connection 
«nth  the  contract  yaras. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
wished  to  make  a  suggestion.  He 
tihought  it  would   be  advisable  not  to 

Mr,  AnuM-Forster. 


press  on  the  Report  Stage  of  these  Votes 
at  once,  because  he  understood  that 
something  was  to  be  said  by  the  First 
Lord  wluch  they  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
neither  the  hon.  Member  nor  himself 
had  any  right  to  anticipate  what  the 
First  Lord  would  say.  He  did  not  quite 
recognise  the  force  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man^ reason  for  the  su^estion  be  bsd 
made,  but,  if  it  was  draired,  the  Report 
Stage  might  be  allowed  to  remain  over 
for  a  little. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND    REVENUE  DB- 
PARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,   1903-4. 

Class  II. 

8.  £13,869,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenuai, 
etc..  Office. 

9.  £15,312.  to  complete  the  sum  fw 
Charity  Commission. 

Class  IIL 

10.  £116,636,  to  complete  the  sum  lor 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schook, 
Great  Britain. 

11.  £21,621,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Class  VII. 

12.  £27,000,  to  complete  the  sum  ior 
Temporary  CommLgsions. 

13.  £14,261,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

14.  £19,359.  Repayments  to  the  Local 
Loans  Fund. 

16.  £30.000,  St.  Louis  Exhibition, 
1904. 

Class  IL 

16.  £9,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

17.  £10,061,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Lunacy  Commission,  ^gland. 

18.  £16,  to  comjJete  the  sum  for  Thi 
Mint,  including  Coinage. 

19.  £7,493,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
National  Debt  Office. 

20.  £14,158,  to  comi^ete  the  sum  for 
Public  Record  Office. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next.  .^_J j^ . :  . 
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from  Bristol  were  charged  3s.  4<i.  per  ton 
for  carriage  of  oil  cake,  while  grain  was- 
charged  only  2s.  6d.  per  ton,  and  if  two 
tons  of  cake  and  two  tons  of  wheat  or  oats 
were  sent  in  one  consignment  the  higher 
rate  of  3s.  4d.  was  charged  for  the  whole 
four  tons.  When  complaint  was  made  to 
the  railway  company  the  answer  was — 

"  If  you  don't  like  it  you  can  cart  the  cake 
from  Bristol." 

Again,  the  Great  Western  Railway 
charged  Is.  5d.  for  a  cwt.  of  agricultural 
produce  carried  thirty  miles,  and  under 
similar  conditions  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  only  charged  9d.  The  late  Mr. 
Hanbury,  as  representing  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  expressed  the  sympathy  of 
that  Department  with  the  complaints  of 
agriculturists  in  this  matter,  and  he  was 
glad  to  learn  from  a  speech  made  by 
Lord  Onslow  that  he  was  prepared  to 
follow  in  Mr.  Banbury's  footsteps.  But 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  particularly  con- 
cerned, and  he  asked  that  that  Depart- 
ment should  collect  information  as  to  rates 
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SUPPLY  [22JID  Apeil]  REPORT. 
Order  read,  for  further  consideration 
of  Resolution  [22nd  April],  '•  That  a  sum, 
not.  exceeding  £139,395,  be  granted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31»t  day  of 
March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries andExpenscB 
of  the  Office  of  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council  for  Trade  and  Subordinate 
Departments,  includiag  a  Grant-in-Aid." 

♦Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
setshire, S.)  said  he  wished  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100,  in  order 
to  draw  attention  to  the  attitude  taken 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
towards  complaints  made  of  railway 
rates  by  traders.  He  understood  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  were  perfectly 
willing  to  give  assistance  to  individual 
traders  when  they  came  with  complaints 
of  rates  being  unfair  or  prejudiciiil  in  re- 
lation to  the  rates  of  carriage  of  foreign 


produce  imported  from  abroad,  or  that  the 

rates  in  particular  districts  were  too  high  I  *"<*  •'<^'^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^  «^«^  ^•'«'"«  »"<i 

as  compared  with  the  rates  in  other  dis- i  ^«^  ^^^^^  P'"^^^^*^  "^"s*  ""^^''''y  "P°n  «"»«" 


tricts ;  but  it  was  not  possible  for  small 
traders,  and  he  spoke  especially  in  the 
interests  of  farmers,  men  who  lived  in 
isolated  districts,  to  undertake  the  in- 
vestigation, and  to  show  how  they  were 
prejudiced  by  the  inequality  of  rates,  or 
the  preference  given  to  foreign  importers. 


traders  and  producers,  so  that  a  redress 
of  their  grievances  might  be  arrived  at. 
To  put  it  in  a  nutshell,  what  he  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  to  do 
this.  To  collect  and  compare  the  railway 
rates  for  agricultural  produce  over  the 
entire  railways  of  Great   Britain.     This 


Take  the  case  of    the    Great  Western  j  ^''^^'^  «n*bl^  *«  producer  to  see  where 
RaUway,   with  which  he  was  best    ac-   ^e  was  unfairly  treated.     It  was  impos- 
quaintsd.      The  rate  for  certain  goods  , 
from  Paddington  to  Bristol  was  as  high 
as  the  rate  from  Paddington  to  Exeter, 


which   was  nearly  double  the  distance.  | 
The  higher  rate  was  charged  to  Bristol , 
because  there  was  no  competition,  and  | 
until    a   new    railway    was    made    the 
Bristol  traders  were    bound   to    suffer. 
Farmers  living  only  six  or  seven  miles 


sible  for  traders  such  as  farmers  to  do 
this  for  themselves.  They  were  unable 
from  their  isolated  and  scattered  condition 
to  unite  and  protect  themselves  as  other 
traders  did.  He  was  only  asking  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  do 
what  Mr.  Hanbury  was  pressing  upon  him 
at  the  time  of  his  death  to  do  for  agri- 
culturists. 
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Amendment  proposed— 

"To  leave  out  '£139,395,*  and  iiwert 
-•  £139,295.'  "— (5»V  Edward  Straehey.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
■"  That '  £139,395 '  stand  part  of  the  said 
Besolution." 

The  PARLIAMfiNTARY  SECRE- 
TAEY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  TRADE 
(Mr.  BONAR  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) 
said  he  thoroughly  understood  the  in- 
terest which  the  hon.  Member  took  in 
this  question,  an  interest  which  was  felt 
by  many  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  began  his 
speech  by  saying  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
were  not  willing  to  help  him  on  this 
question,  but  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Board  of  Trade  were 
not  only  quite  willing,  but  anxious  in 
every  way  to  give  assistance  to  put  an  end 
to  such  anomalies  as  the  hon.  Member  had 
mentioned.  The  Board  would  investigate 
any  complaint,  whether  made  by  an 
individual  or  a  representative  body,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  such  complaints  had 
been  investigated,  and  redress  obtained  by 
means  of  the  conciliation  powers  conferred 
by  the  Act.  It  was,  of  course,  common 
'talk  that  unfair  rates  were  charged  upon 
foreign  produce  coming  by  sea  as  against 
inland  produce,  but  in  no  case,  since  he 
had  been  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  had  this  been  substantiated  entirely. 
A  large  consignment  to  one  station  cost 
less  in  the  handling  and  carriage  than 
smaU  quantities  delivered  at  different 
stations.  He  could  not  promise  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  undertake  the 
general  inquiry  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member,  and  examine  all  the  rate  books 
of  the  different  railway  companies  to  see 
where  there  were  unfair  rates.  He  was 
bound  to  say  that  he  did  not  see  how 
that  could  be  possibly  done.  Years  might 
be  spent  in  investigation  of  rate  books, 


and  still  no  definite  result  would  be 
arrived  at.  Redress  could  only  be  secured 
by  the  individual  trader  bringing  his  own 
particular  grievance  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  asking  them  to  go  into  the  matter, 
when  he  was  sure  they  would  do  their 
best  to  hare  it  remedied. 

He  did  not  believe  that  the  means 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
effective;  and  all  he  thought  the  Home 
should  ask  the  Board  of  Trade  to  dowu 
that  where  means  were  available,  they 
should  use  them  in  order  to  remon 
grievances  of  the  character  stated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  That  was  what  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  now  doing,  and 
what  the  Board  of  Trade  were  most 
anxious  to  do.  The  Board  did  not  uk 
that  the  injustioe  should  Ite  proved.  -^H 
they  askeJ  was  that  where  a  person 
thought  a  rate  was  unfair,  he  should 
send  them  a  statement  of  what  be 
thought  the  unfairness  consisted  of. 
The  Board  would  go  into  the  matter, 
and  if  they  found  an  injusti  e  exiated, 
they  would  do  their  best  to  remedy  it. 
Anything  more,  in  existing  circum- 
stances, could  not  be  done  by  the  De 
partment ;  and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that,  within  their  powers,  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  only  too  anxiouj 
to  assist  the  traders  of  the  country. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  that  the  subject  which  had  been 
raised  by  his  hon.  friend  was  one  in  which 
he  had  taken  a  profound  interest.  He 
was  very  dissatisfied  with  what  had  been 
said  by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  disclaim  any  right  or 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  enter  into  a  general  survey  of  the 
unfairness  of  railway  rates.  He  under- 
stood from  his  late    friend  Mr.  Hanbury 
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that  he  had  laid  a  large  number  of  com- 
jdaints  before  the  Board  of  Trade.  What 
he  himself  wiahed  to  urge  on  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  that  individual  agricul- 
turists were  placed  in  a  position  of  vary 
great  difficulty;  and  were  unable  to 
obtain  the  comparative  rates  which 
would  enable  them  to  establish  their 
case  except  at  great  expense.  They  had 
a  right  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  handled  that 
particular  difBculty. 

Mr.-  BONAR  law  said  he  distinctly 
stated  that  all  the  Board  required  was 
that  where  a  trader  considered  a  rate  to 
be  unfair,  he  should  communicate  with 
the  Board,  and  the  Board  themselves 
would  make  the  necessary  inquiries. 

Mb.  CHANNING  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  disclaimed  any  duty  or 
responsibility  to  enter  into  the  com- 
parative    justice      of     various     rates. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW  dissented. 

Mb.  CHANNING  said  he  was  glad 
the  hon.  Gentleman  dissented ;  but  that 
was  the  view  conveyed  by  his  speech. 
He  shared  the  hon.  Gentleman's  admira- 
tion of  the  late   Mr.  Hanbury's  idea  of 


starting  associations  which  would  fonnii 
late  complaints  of  a  more  general  char- 
acter ;  but  that  was  now  rather  a  matter 
of  hope  than  of  reality.  At  present, 
when  complaints  were  made  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  nothing  came  of  them ;  and  that 
was  due  to  a  great  extent  to  the  costli- 
ness of  the  procedure. 


Mr.  BONAE  law  said  that  there 
was  absolutely  no  cost  on  the  trader, 
except  that  involved  in  sending  a  letter 
to  the  Board. 

Mr.  CHANNING  said  he  had  had  to 
deal  with  many  Presidents  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and, he  knew  what  he  was  talking 
about.  Traders  generally  had  not  re- 
ceived that  support  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  which  they  might  reasonably  have 
expected.  He  was  glad  his  hon.  friend 
had  entered  his  protest  against  the  in- 
activity of  the  Board,  which  he  knew 
was  somewhatiwarmly  resented  by  the  late 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture ; 
and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
proceed  to  a  division. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  180;  Noe.H, 
70.     (Division  List  No.  137). 


Agg-Gardoer,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  B^iell 
Arkwn^t,  John  Staohope 
Amold-Fonter,  Hngh  O. 
AiTol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rii;ht  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H. 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bain.  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  Oeorge  Akxander 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  IMan'r 
BanbuT,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hicks 
Beckett.  Ernest  William 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  T.  Giheon{  Lynn  Regit) 
BiodtertoD,  Edward  Alkn 
Campbell.J.  H.M.  {Dvblin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Oantley,  Heniy  Strother 


AYES. 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  {N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cay^zer,  Sir  Charles  Willkm 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  M'Hurr) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hngh  (Ortenwich) 
Chamberlain.RtHn.  J.  A(  Wore 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chnrclull,  Winston  Spencer 
dare,  Octavins  Leigh 
dive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
'  Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
:  Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
\  Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
,  Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
i  Corbett,  T.  L.  [Dovm  North) 
I  CoXj  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
I  Ciaig,Charle«Curti.s(.,4»<rt7»,)S 
'  Cranborae,  Visconnt 
j  Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
I  DicUnsoD,  Robert  Edmond 


Dickson,  Chaiiee  Scott 
Dixmi-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E 
Doughty,   George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
EmrtoD,  Hon.  A.  de  l\itton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Dongla« 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon .  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roi)ert  Bannatyne 
FitcGerald,  Sir  Bobt.  Penrose 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henrv  William 
Fowter,  P.  S.  '{Warwicl,  S.W. 
Fvler,  John  Arthur 
Garfit,  William 
Gordoti,Hn.J.E.(J5ijM»  Ai  Nrn 
Gordon,  J.  (I/ondonderry,  8.) 
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■<iord<m,Miii.Evan8(rr.fl'»tr<« 
Gore,HnG.R.C.OniiBby-(Safop 
Qooldiiut,  Edward  AUied 
ammt^£.W.(Airy  8t.  Bd. 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Combs 
Qneit,  Hon.  Ivor  CSuroiiill 
Onnter,  Sir  Bobert 
Outhrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  iidward 
Hall,  Edward  Manhall 
HaW,  Bl.  Hon.  Thonwa  F. 
HamUton,Rt.Hn.LdG.(Af«fa;) 
Hamilton,  Morq.  of  [Londondy 
Hare,  Tbomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hendenon,  Sir  Alexan<Mr 
Hermon-Hodge   Sir  Robert  F. 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Skeff.,  Bt'Hde.) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heniy 
HouldBworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Uoult,  Joseph 
Hndson,  George  Bickerstetb 
Hntton,  John  [Yorit,  N.ti.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Clarerhonse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Frsd 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  tterton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut.-Colonel   George 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  Jamea 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Lanrie.  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Sdr  Jos.  {Jionm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  V.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  Jn.  Grant(  Yorks.  NM. ) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  CoL  Hoo.  Heneage 


Allan,  Sir  William  (Gateshead) 
B.irlow,  John  Emmott 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  TomlinBon 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Dalziel,  Jamea  Hemy 
Daries,  Alfred  (Oarmarthm) 
Dayies,  M.Vaughan   (Oordign 
Dilke,   Bt.   Hon.   Sir  Charlea 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
ETans,  Saml.  T.  lOlamorgan) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Eord 
Onrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hannsworth,  B.  Leioeatar 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healv.  Timothy  Michael 
Hemphill.  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question,  "  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn  " — (.Sir  A.  Acland- 
Hood) — put,  and  agreed  to. 


{COMMONS} 

Leveaon-Gower,  IVedk.  N.  8. 
Lockwood,  Iaaal.-CQL  A.  "&. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  cam.  Vf.(Bvtikam 
Long,  Bt.  Hn.  W.'(A-u(of,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Regld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
MaolTer,  David  (JUverpooi) 
Maoonociliie,  ▲.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles,  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  Jamea 
M-KiUop.  W.  (Sligo.  North) 
Majendie,  Jamea  A.  H. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dum/riessh. 
Meyaey-Thompaon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Bumiey) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lawia 
Moon,  Edward  Bobert  Pa^ 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  NT^ 
Morrell,  George  Harbert 
Morriaoo,  Jamea  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Artiin 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nolan,  Col.  John  P.  (Galwayjv 
Orr-Ewi^,  Charlea  Linuay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salitb%trif) 
Parkea,  Ebaneter 
Peaae,  H.  Pike  (DarKngton) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higsins,  Frederiek 
Plnmmer,  Walter  E. 
Powell,  Sir  Francia  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pym,  C.  Gut 
Randlee,  Jtmn  S. 
Reid.  Jamea  (Oreenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Benwick,  Geom 
Ridlev.  S.  F.JBelhnal  Oreen) 
Bitohie.  Bt.  1^.  C.  ThomaoB 

NOES. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hutchinson.Dr.CharlesFiedk. 
Jones,  Wm.  (Camarvtnshirt) 
Kearley,  Hndson  E. 
Laboudiere,  Heuy 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batb^ 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comuxill) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leeee,  Sir  Joe.  F.  {Ae«r*ngtoni 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Landon,   W. 
M'Fadden,  Edward 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mnnuig:haii,  George 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willaaa 
O'Doherty,  William 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Soseommon,  If.) 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Pirle,  Dnnoaa  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joaeph 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Bickett,  J.  Compiton 
Boberts,  John  Bryn  (Bifion) 
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Boberto,  Samnal  (ShOkU) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (i/aeJbiey) 
Bollit,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
Rutherford,  John  (LaruxuUrt 
Sadler.  Col.  SamL  AlaniMlar 
Saaaoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B.  (/«i«o/ir^A< 
Seton-Eur,  Sir  Henry 
Sharps,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.M.(lienfTtu) 
Sinclair,  Lonia  (BonforS) 
Sloan,   Thomaa  Henry 
Smith,  James  Parker(Zanarix 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strani) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Brtmvneh) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tayl<»,  Austin  {Eait  ToxhA} 
Thonipson,DrEC(ilf(wajA'i»,iV 
Thorbnm,  Sir  Walter 
TomUnson,  Sir  Wm.  Ed.  M. 
Tnfoell,  Lieitt.-CoL  Edwaid 
Valentia,  Yiaooont 
Walrond,  Bt.  Hon.  SirW.H. 
Wanklyn,  Jamee  Lealie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wilson,  A    S.  (Fori,  S.  S.) 
Wilson,  John  CfolUril^ 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouae,Rt.  Hn.E.R(5att 
Woraley-Taylor,  Hry.  WikoB 
Wortley,  Bt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightaon,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayks- 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstnitber. 


Bobertaon  Edmund  (DwM' 
Boe,  Sir  Thomaa 
Rose,  CTiarles  Day 
Bunciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staford) 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshxre) 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Baddifti 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  ll. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallaoe,  Robert 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Oribwyl 
Weir,  James  Ctalloway 
White.  Luke  (Tort,  B.  B.) 
Whitley  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (Tort,  W.  S. 
Wilson,  Jclin  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Sir  Edward  Straohey  ami 
Mr.  Channing. 


Adjourned    accordingly    at    ten. 
minutes  before  Seven  o'clock.. 
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PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 


Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill ; 
A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

i  Great  Western  Railway  Bill;  Report 

p  from   the   Select  Committee,  that   the 

i^  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 

^  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition 

^  thereto   having  been  withdrawn;  read 

.§»  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.    The 

^  orders  made  on  the  18th  of  June  and 

;s  Monday  last  discharged;  and  Bill  com- 

I  mitted' 

I  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill ;  Report 
•^  from  the  Select  Committee,  that  the 
J  Committee  had  not  proceedeid  with  the 
.^  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition 
$  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read 
c^*  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The 
a  orders  made  on  the  18th  of  June  and 
<^  Monday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  com- 
•u  mitted. 

i 

I  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London 
I  and  North  Western  Railways  (Steam 
S  Vessels)  Bill ;  leave  given  to  the  Select 

Committee    to    adjourn    over   Monday 

next 


S 
-S 


"3       Harrow  Road  an(^  Paddington^Tram- 
jP  ways  Bill ;  Moved,  that  the  order  made 
■"-  on  16th  day  of  March  last,   "That  no 
^  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
■£  Commons  shall  be  read   a  second  time 
^  after  the  18th   day  of  June  next,"  be 
;•  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
"^  read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed.    The  Committee 
to   be   proposed   by  the   Committee   of 
Selection. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [uiU].  Read 
.'!*,  andjfpa^sed,' and  sent    to  Commons. 

Lanarkshire  and  Dumbartonshire|Rail- 
way  KU.    Read  3*,' and  passed. 

Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  East 
Denbighshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [H.L.], 
now     Shropshire    and     Worcestershire 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series]. 


Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.].    Read  3»,  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill,  Charing  Cross,  Euston, 
and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill.  Read  3a, 
with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Brought  from  the 
Commons. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
Bill  [H.L.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill. 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill.  Amendment  reported 
(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3*  on  Monday  next. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders 
Bill.  House  in  Committee  (according 
to  order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [H.L.].  House 
in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Select 
Committee  made ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  the  Report  of  Amendments 
to  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
1)  Bill  [H.L.].  Third  Reading  (which 
stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  oS 
to  Tuesday  next. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Read  1"  ;  to  be  printed  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners.  (No. 
154.) 


PETITIONS. 


LAND    REGISTERS    (SCOTLAND)    BILI> 

[H.L.] 

Petition  against:  of  Society  of  Law 
Agents  of  Dumfermline  District  of  Fife ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

2  U 
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MALTA. 
Further   correspondence    relating    to 
the  political  condition  of  Malta  (in  Con- 
tinuation of  LCd.  715],  July.  1901). 

AFRICA  No.  7  (1903). 
Return  of  concessions  in    the  East 
Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorate. 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Return  by  the  railway  companies  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  six  months 
ended  the  Slst  December,  1902. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND). 

Rule  made  by  the  Intermediate  £du- 
eation  Board  for  Ireland,  determining 
the  number  of  centre  superintendents 
to  be  appointed  for  the  examinations, 
1903 ;  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HAMILTON  BURGH  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

[Second  Readino.] 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
{Lord  Balfoub  of  Burleigh) :  My  Lords, 
the  reasons  for  suspending  the  Order 
made  on  March  16th  in  this  case  are 
these.  Additional  borrowing  powers  are 
very  much  required,  and  there  was  con- 
siderable conflict  of  opinion  as  to  the 
period  over  which  the  repayment  should 
be  spread.  Somewhat  complicated 
negotiations  hod  to  be  entered  into,  but 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
matter  has  now  been  arranged,  and  I 
believe  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  the 
officers  of  the  House  and  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  practice.  But  those 
negotiations  took  a  considerable  time. 
I  do  not  now  anticipate  any  opposition 
to  the  Provisional  Onler,  and  I  hope  that 
in  the  circumstances  your  Lordships  will 
agree  to  suspend  the  Standing  Order  in 
this  case.  :9<^ 

Moved,  that  the  Order  made  on  the 
16th  March  last,  "That  no  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  confirming 
any  Provisional  Order  or  Provisional 
Certificate  shall  be  read  a  second  time 


after  the  18th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with. — {Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  and 
Bill  r€«d  2*  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  PROVISION .^L 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
This  is  a  comparatively  small  Bill.  It 
was  introduced  into  the  other  House 
early  in  May,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  intervention  of  the  Whitsun  holidays 
it  would  have  been  up  in  plenty  of  time. 
It  only  concerns  an  additional  borrowing 
power  of  .£20,000,  and  there  is  afaeolutely 
no  opposition  to  it. 

Moved, that  the  Order  made  on  the  16th 
March  last,  "  That  no  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  confirming  any 
Provisional  Order  or  Provisional  Certifi- 
cate shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
the  18th  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with. — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  and 
Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  :  My  Lords, 
as  I  understand  there  is  no  objection  to 
the  granting  of  the  Return  for  which  I 
hare  given  notice  to  move,  I  will  simply 
submit  the  Motion  without  further 
observations. 

Moved,  for  (1)  A  Return  of  the  total 
amount  of  advances  made  to  occupying 
tenants  in  Ireland,  under  the  various 
Acts  relating  to  land  purchase  since  the 
passing  of  the  Irish  Uind  Act,  1870,  to 
31st  March,  1903  (exclusive  of  tenants 
of  glebe  lands] ;  (2)  A  similar  Return  of 
the  total  amount  of  repayments  made  by 
such  purchasers.— (?%<  Earl  of  Bdmnt.) 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  The  Govern- 
ment have  no  objection  to  the  granting 
of  the  Return,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will 
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not  be  possible  to  present  it  for  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

■»LOBD  REAY:  My  Lords,  the  first 
section  of  the  Act  of  1899,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  amend  by  this  Bill,  provides 
that  a  school  authority  may  make 
arrangements  for  determining  what 
children  in  their  district  are  defective  or 
epileptic.  By  the  second  section  of  that 
Act  the  authority  is  empowered  to  make 
provision  for  those  children  by  special 
classes,  by  boarding  out  near  to  the 
apecial  classes,  and  by  establishing  schools 
certified  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  authority  has  also  power  to  contri- 
bute towards  certified  schools  maintained 
by  others.  The  size  of  an  establishment 
for  boarding  or  lodging  defective  or 
epileptic  children  is  restricted  by  the 
Act  of  1899  to  four  buildings,  in  each  of 
which  only  fifteen  children  can  be 
accommodated.  When  the  Act  of  1899 
left  this  House  that  restriction  was  not 
included  in  it ;  it  was  inserted  in  another 
place  without  any  discussion,  and  was 
not  contemplated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  of  1896,  which 
led  to  the  introduction  of  the  Act  of 
1899. 

The  objections  to  the  restriction  are 
educational,  administrative,  and  finan- 
cial. From  the  educational  point  of 
view  a  larger  number  of  children 
give  more  facilities  for  proper  classifica- 
tion, and  the  teaching  staff  can,  in  a 
larger  institution,  be  more  adequately 
distributed  among  the  children  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  varied  stages  of  their 
development  and  deficiencies.  The 
children  can,  moreover,  be  divided  into 
proper  classes,  separating  those  who, 
when  they  are  not  suffering  from  epileptic 
attacks,  are  equal  in  intelligence  to  those 
who  frequent  ordinary  schools,  from  those 
whose  mental  capacity  places  them  on  a 
lower  plane.  From  an  administrative 
point  of  view  it  is  equally  desirable  that 
these    institutions'  should    be    in    the 


country,  where  the  chances  of  cure  or 
improvement  are  naturally  greater  than 
they  would  be  in  towns,  for  in  the  case 
of  these  children  everything  depends  on 
healthy  surroundings  and  out-door  ex- 
erci<'e.  A  consequence  of  the  residence  in 
the  countrv  is  that  these  institutions 
are  isolated  and  dependent  upon  their 
own  resources ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  for 
the  brightness  and  constant  supervision  of 
such  a  colony  it  is  desirable  to  have  a 
larger  staff  than  that  which  you  could 
have  in  an  institution  for  only 
sixty  children.  Then,  again,  there  must 
of  necessity  be  an  infirmary  attached  to 
an  establishment  of  this  kind,  and  the 
personnel  of  an  infirmary  for  sixty 
children  would  be  the  same  as  that 
required  for  a  larger  institution. 

I  need  not  say  much  with  regard  to 
the  financial  objection.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  cost  of  schools  restricted  to 
four  buildings  in  which  only  fifteen 
children  can  be  accommodated  is  almost 
prohibitive,  and  at  all  events  is  quite 
disproportionate  to  that  which  would  be 
entailed  by  an  establishment  comprising 
more  buildings.  There  has  been  a 
perfect  agreement  between  all  the  school 
authorities  not  to  put  the  Act  int» 
operation  with  regard  to  epileptic 
children,  and,  as  the  Act  is  permissiTe, 
the  Board  of  Education  have  no  power 
to  enforce  it.  The  consequence  is  that 
epileptic  children  are  at  present  excluded 
from  institutions  which  the  Act  intended 
to  provide  for  them,  and  their  total 
neglect  from  an  educational  point  of 
view  results,  of  course,  in  their  deteriora- 
tion both  physically  and  mentally.  With 
regard  to  the  only  objection  which  this 
Bill  has  encountered,  I  would  point  out 
that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  are  ns 
much  opposed  to  the  evil  of  excessive 
aggregation  of  children  as  its  opponents, 
but  the  present  state  of  things  which 
renders  the  Act  inoperative  is  intoler- 
able. The  Bill  contains  the  safeguards 
which  are  required  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  epileptic  children.  The  Board  of 
Education  will  make  rules,  and  these 
rules  will  be  subject  to  the  criticism 
and  control  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  may,  perhaps,  give  your  Lordships 
the  figures  for  London.  The  last 
schedules  for  London  show   that  there 


1251  Elementary  Educatim  {LORDS} 


Amendment  BUI. 


1252 


were  374  epileptic  children  who  were 
not  imbecile,  and  it  is  only  to  those  that 
this  Bill  applies.  Of  those,  256  were  not 
attending  any  school,  because  they  were 
excluded  on  account  of  severe  epilepsy ; 
fifty-seven  were  attending  ordinary 
schools,  twenty-nine  special  schools,  and 
thirty-two  non-Board  schools.  Now,  if 
these  256  children  had  to  be  placed  in 
institutions  such  as  are  contemplated  by 
the  Act  of  1899,  we  should  have  to  erect 
seventeen  buildings  and  provide  a  staff 
for  four  separate  establishments,  whereas 
experts,  I  believe,  agree  that  there  is  no 
objection  whatever  to  an  institution  in 
which  you  might  receive  a  larger 
number  of  einleptic  children.  Expert 
evidence  does  not  warrant  the  wasteful 
procedure  of  the  Act  of  1899,  and  for  a 
larger  number  of  children  you  can 
secure  better  classification  and  greater 
individual  care.  The  School  Board  for 
London  hitherto  has  not  put  the  Act  of 
1899  into  operation,  and  has  not  incurred 
the  charge  of  extravagance  which  is  so 
often  and  so  recklessly  made  against  the 
London  School  Boaid.  By  removing 
this  vexatious  limit  the  Act  of  1899  will 
cease  to  be  a  dead  letter,  and  epileptic 
children  will  reap  the  benefit  which 
the  Legislature  wished  to  extend  '  to 
them.  I  believe  that  the  noble  Marquess 
has  no  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  that  he 
will  support  the  Second  Reading  which 
I  beg  to  move. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2°."— (lord  Beay.) 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (The  Marquess  of 
Londonderry):  The  noble  Lord  has 
stated  that  I,  as  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  have  no  objection  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  measure.  He  has 
spoken  perfectly  correctly.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  I  may  say  so,  I  think  the  noble 
Lord  has  done  great  service  to  the  cause 
of  defective  and  epileptic  children  by 
introducing  this  Bill.  The  noble  Lord 
has  dealt  so  fully  and  so  clearly  with  the 
whole  subject  that  it  may  be  considered 
perhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any 
thing  in  endorsing  the  remarks  he  has 
made ;  but  as,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
Poard  of  Education  will  be  responsible 
for  the  administration  and  the  work- 
ing of   this   Bill,   it  may   not    be    out 

Lord  Beay. 


of  place  if  I  explain  the  reasons  why  I  en- 
dorse the  measure  now  before  the  House. 
The  noble  Lord  stated  with  perfect 
truth  that  the  Act  of  1899  was  the  out- 
come of  the  Report  of  a  Departmental 
C!ommittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
education  of  defective  and  epileptic 
children.  The  Act  which  followed  that 
Report  contained  the  following  provision : 

"The  Education  Department  shall  not 
certify  any  establitibinent  established  atfter  the 
commencement  of  this  Act  for  boardins  and 
lodging  more  than  fifteen  defective  or  epueptic 
children  in  one  building  or  eoroprising  more 
than  fonr  such  buildings." 

As  the  noble  Lord  said,  that  was 
inserted  after  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, for  the  Committee  in  thdc 
Report  of  1898  stated  that  no  home 
should  contain  more  than  twen^ 
children.  Nothing  had  been  suggested 
as  to  the  limitation  of  the  number  of 
homes  in  each  establishment.  That  has 
to  some  extent  affected  defective  and 
epileptic  invalids  in  a  totally  different 
manner.  To  a  certain  extent  the  defe^ 
tive  children  enioyed  advantages  which 
were  denied  to  the  epileptic  ones.  It  was 
possible  for  the  defective  children  to 
attend  day  schools,  to  be  boarded  out- 
many  in  private  homes — and  also  to 
attend  special  classes;  therefore  to  a 
certain  extent  the  limitation  did  not 
affect  them.  But  it  did  affect  very 
seriously  those  children  who  were 
suffering  from  epilepsy.  No  provisioD 
was  made  for  them  except  the  provision 
that  they  could  be  housed  in  what  are 
known  as  certified  homes. 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  course  d 
his  remarks  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  up  to  now,  owing  to  this 
limitation,  no  advantage  had  been 
taken  by  the  local  authorities  of  these 
so-called  certified  homes.  We  therefore 
are,  to  a  certain  extent,  unable  to  speak 
from  any  past  experience  on  that  pout) 
but  the  noble  Lord  knows  well  that  the 
London  School  Board  has  the  contitJ  d 
what  is  known  as  the  Anerley  Deaf 
Boarding  School,  and  we  can  take  a 
lesson  from  their  experience  regarding 
that  school  as  to  what  expense  may  be 
incurred,  unless  some  step  is  taken  to 
prevent  imneceasary  expenditure.  I 
find  that  that  institution  comprises  one 
school  building  and  four  cottage  homes, 
built  in  two  semi  detached  pairs,  each 
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home  containing  fifteen  children.  The 
cost,  including  the  site,  was  £28,000, 
4Uid  as  only  sixty  children  are  provided 
for,  that  works  out  at  £467  per  child. 
Therefore  I  think  the  noble  Lord  has 
stated  with  perfect  correctness  that,  if 
such  expense  is  to  be  incurred,  that  part 
of  the  Act  which  was  to  benefit  epileptic 
«hildren  becomes  absolutely  a  dead  letter. 

The  present  Bill,  as  the  noble  Lord 
has  told  the  House,  empowers  the 
Board  of  Education  to  make  rules  for 
certified  establishments  which  provide 
for  more  than  fifteen  children  in  each 
home,  and  for  more  than  four  homes  in 
connection  with  each  establishment.  He 
has  also,  I  think,  very  rightly  brought 
to  your  notice  that  it  is  perfectly  possible 
for  either  House  of  Parliament  to  render 
void  any  rule  that  may  be  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  if  notice  be  given 
within  thirty  days.  This,  I  think,  en- 
sures to  Parliament  control  over  any 
action  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The 
Board  of  Education,  from  the  experience 
they  have  derived,  think  it  right  to  point 
out  that  this  present  limitation  will  un- 
doubtedly prevent  any  improvement  in 
the  education  of  epileptic  children.  I 
know  there  are  some  who  devote  their 
time  and  attention  to  the  question  of 
education  who  do  not  entirely  approve 
of  this  Bill.  I  think  that  they  fear 
that  what  the  noble  Lord  calls  the 
aggregating  of  children,  and  what  is 
csmed  "herding"  in  the  other  House, 
will  take  place.  That  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Education  to 
provide  and  guard  against,  and  if 
proper  care  is  taken  there  is  no  reason 
why  supervision  of  the  best  character 
should  not  be  given  to  each  and  every 
child  in  those  homes.  The  character 
of  the  illness,  and  the  character  of 
the  child  itself,  should  be  a  matter  of 
the  gravest  attention  to  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Act  I  therefore  venture  to  say 
that  while  we  are  not  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  we  cordially  welcomed  it 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  we 
cordially  welcome  it  to-day,  and  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Lord  that  we  will  do 
our  utmost  to  carry  it  out,  not 
only  in  the  letter,  but  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  is  intended.  I  am 
confident  that  the  Bill  will  be  the 
means  of    rendering   permanent  assist- 


ance to  those  who  are  not  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  health  which,  I  am  glad  to 
think,  we  all  possesa  here. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Tuesday  next. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Amendments  report©  1  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  oe  read  3»  on  Monday 
next. 

BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTH  W  ARK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

HoDse  adjonrned  at  <ive  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  3rd  July,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  STANDING 

ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 

INTO  COMPLIED  WITH. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  apfdicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz. : — Birmingham  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Kip's  Patents 
Bill  [Lords] ,  Bradford  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  time)  Bill.  As  amended,oon- 
sidered.    To  be  road  the  third  Time. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.     Read  the  third  time,  and 
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Scottish  AmericaQ  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with 
Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment; Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  without  Amend 
ment;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — County 
Councils  (BUls  in  Parliament)  Bill,  Educa- 
tion (Borrowing)  Bill,  Contracts  (India 
Office)  Bill,  Local  Goyemment  Pro- 
visional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill,  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12) 
Bill,  without  Amendment;  Nelson  Cor- 
poration Bill,  Hanipton  Court  Gas  Bill, 
Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill,  Charing  Cross,  Euston, 
and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill,  with 
Amendments;  Amendments  to — South- 
ampton Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  Scun- 
thorpe Urban  District  Water  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  empower  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 
Bangor  to  make  a  gift  of  a  new  site  for 
Bangor  College ;  to  °  provide  recreation 
grounds ;  to  acquire  the  Penrhyn  Hall ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [Bangor  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords]. 

And  also,  a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act 
for  incorporating  and  conferring  powers 
on  the  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire 
Electric  Power  Company.'  [Shropshire 
and  W^orcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 
Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [Lords.]  Read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next 


Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Re- 
ported with  Amendments  [Provisional 
Order  confirmed];  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  eonddered  upon 
Monday  next. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Ooast 
Railway  Bill  [Lords];  Cardiff  Railway 
Bill  [Lords];  Didcot,  Newbury,  and 
Southampton  Railway  Bill  [Lords]; 
Exeter  Corporation  Bill  [Lordi].  Re- 
ported with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed- 


PETITIONS. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  for  alteration :  from  Edin- 
burgh; and  Leith;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EMPLOYMENT  OP  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Govan,  for  alteration; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (COMPENSATION  FOR  NON- 
RENEWAL). 

Petition  from  King's  Cross  and  other 
places,  for  l^islation ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PHARMACY  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Master  Warders  and 
Society  of  Apothecaries  of  the  City  of 
London,  for  alteration  (praying  to  be 
heard  by  Counsel) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Westminster,  against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Bristol,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Rule  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ire- 
land determining  the  number  of  Centre 
Superintendents  to  be  appointed  for  the 
Examinations,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lift 
upon  the  Table. 
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AFRICA  (No.  7, 1903)  (EAST  AFRICA  CON- 
CESSIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Beturn  of  Con- 
cesdoQS  in  the  East  Africa  and  Uganda 
Protectorate  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MALTA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Corre- 
spondence relating  to  the  Political  Con- 
dition  of  Malta  (in  continuation  of 
[C.  715]  1901)  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Riilway 
Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  six  months  ending  the  31st 
December,  1902  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

IRON  AND  STEEL,  1901. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Statistical  Tables 
showing  the  production  and  con- 
sumption of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig  Iron, 
and  the  production  of  Steel,  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  principal 
foreign  countries,  in  each  year  from 
1890  to  1901,  so  far  as  the  particulars 
can  be  stated." — [Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSfVERS  CIR- 
CULATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Condition  of  *'  Ezmonth  "  Training  Ship. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  condition  of  the  "  Exmouth  "  training 
ship,  now  under  the  management  of  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  from 
which,  in  the  year  1901,  151  boys  were 
sent  into  the  Royal  Navy,  as  against  1»50 
from  all  other  training  ships  other  than 
industrial  and  reformatory  ships;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  service  thus 
rendered  to  the  Navy,  the  Admiralty  can 
assist  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
by  placing  some  other  ship  at  their 
disposal. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Amold-Forster.)  The 
attention  of  the  Admiralty  has  been 
called  to  this  matter.  One  vessel  offered 
by  the  Admiralty  has  already  been  in- 
spected on  behalf  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  but  was  not  considered 


suitable.  The  question  whether  there  is 
another  ship  which  can  be  placed  at  their 
disposal  is  receiving  careful  consideration, 
but  owing  to  the  very  limited  number  of 
vessels  that  could  possibly  be  suitable  for 
a  purpose  of  this  kind,  it  is  feared  that  it 
may  be  found  impracticable  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Board. 

PhtliisiB  in  Workhouses. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincokishire, 
Spalding) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  (jovernment  Board  will  he  give 
instructions  to  Poor  Law  inspectors  to 
report  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of 
phthisis  there  are  in  each  workhouse 
visited  by  them ;  whether  or  not  such 
cases  are  isolated;  whether  such  cases 
are  receiving  special  treatment,  such  as 
the  open-air  treatment,  or  in  what  way 
they  are  being  treated  as  to  diet,  medicines 
and  surroundings. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Lmig.)  I  pro- 
pose to  give  instructions  to  the  effect  that 
each  Poor  Law  inspector  shall  include  in 
the  report  made  by  him  after  his  ordinary 
inspection  of  a  workhouse  particulars  as 
to  the  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  there, 
and  I  am  considering  what  further 
particulars  on  the  subject  should  be 
added. 

Sqoira  ▼.  ITBride  and  Williams— Appeal. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  has  finally  decided  to 
sanction  an  appeal  in  the  case  of  Squire, 
His  Majestjr's  Inspector  of  Factories  v. 
Messrs.  M'Bride  &  Williams,  of  Belfast, 
turning  on  Section  2,  Sub-section  1,  of 
the  Truck  Act  of  1896. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers' 
Douglas.)  I  decided,  after  careful  con- 
sideration, not  to  appeal  in  this  case,  but 
to  take  another  opportunity  of  raising 
the  question  of  principle  involved  as  to 
the  form  which  a  notice  under  the  Truck 
Act,  1896,  should  take.  As  regards  the 
particular  firm  in  question,  their  solicitor 
informed  the  Factory  Department  on 
the  4th  of  May  that  they  would  have  a 
notice  posted  in  the  factory  in  terms 
which  are  not  open  to  the  objections  taken 
to  the  form  in  use  when  the  prosecution 
was  instituted. 
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Vacations  of  Lighthonae  Keepers. 
Mr.  O'DOHEETY  (Donegal,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
what  is  the  length  of  the  vacation 
annually  granted  to  light  keepers  on 
islands  situate  at  a  distance  from  the 
coast  of  Ireland ;  and  what  arrangements, 
if  any,  exist  on  islands  where  there  are 
two  light  keepers  for  the  observance  of 
their  religious  duty  by  the  light  keepers, 
there  being  no  clergyman  resident  on  the 
island. 

(Ansiaered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Irish 
Lights  that — (a)  Light  keepers  at  island 
stations  are  usually  granted  a  fortnight's 
leave  annually ;  (b)  where  practicable, 
periodical  boat  trips  and  car  trips  are 
allowed  to  enable  light  keepers  and  their 
families  from  islands  and  outlying  stations 
to  attend  places  of  worship  on  Sunday. 

Licensing  (Ireland)  Act,  1902- 

Me.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
remarks  made  by  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Palles  in^  delivering  judgment  in  The 
Ring  (Dorrion)  «.  Greer,  commenting  on 
«n  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue  con- 
stituting himself  a  Court  of  Appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Recorder  of  London- 
derry under  the  Licensing  (Ireland) 
Act,  1902;  and,  if  so,  will  he  introduce 
legislation  this  session  to  remedy  this 
state  of  afiairs. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkintm.)  In  the 
case  referred  to,  and  also  in  previous 
cases,  the  licensing  quarter  sessions  had 
granted  certificates  for  new  licences 
contraty  to  the  provisions  of  The 
Licensing  Act,  1902.  These  certificates 
were  in  each  case  a  nullity,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue  official  declined,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue,  to  act  upon  them. 
The  King's  Bench  Division  in  refusing 
to  ssue  a  mandamus  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  to  compel  the  issue  of  the 
iioence  upheld  the  action  of  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron's 
observations  merely  indicated  that 
before  the  Revenue  official  declined  to 
act  upon  the  certificate  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  should  be  taken,  which 
of  course  is  the  usual  practice  in  any 


doubtful    case.    The  reply  to  the  con- 
cluding inquiry  is  in  the  negative. 

Salmon  TT^^"ii"g  at  Month  of  the  Enif 
Eivor. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
some  six  years  ago  the  fishermen  of  Lee- 
nane,  Glannagoolagh,  and  Bundorougha, 
inConnemara,  county  Galway,  had  a  law- 
suit with  the  Fishery  Conservators  to 
define  the  nearest  limit  up  to  which 
they  could  haul  salmon  from  the  month 
of  the  Erriff  River,  with  the  result  that  a 
Court  of  inquiry  decided  that  salmon 
could  be  hauled  at  any  point  one 
statute  mile  from  the  river's  mouth; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
since  that  time  the  Conservators  have 
never  shown  or  defined  a  definite 
boundary,  with  the  consequence  that 
the  fishermen  are  prevented  by  the 
owners  of  the  Erriff  fishery  from  haul- 
ing from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles 
from  the  river's  mouth,  thus  depriving 
them  of  a  portion  of  the  best  hauling 
portion  of  the  bay,  he  will  take  steps  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  fishermen 
from  such  action  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  of  the  fishery. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  Netting 
for  salmon  by  the  public  is  prohibited 
by  statute  within  half  a  mue  of  the 
defined  mouth  of  a  river.  The  mouth  of 
the  Erriff  River  has  been  thus  defined  ; 
but  it  would  appear  that  an  excluiive 
right  of  fishing  is  claimed  by  a  proprietor 
in  an  area  which  extends  further  to  sea- 
ward than  the  statutory  limit;  and 
that  this  exclusive  right  of  fishing  as 
against  the  public  formed  the  subject  of 
litigation  some  years  ago  and  was  uphdd. 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board's  Fishing 
Boats  at  Malin  Head- 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  view  of  the  success  of  the 
three  Tralee  fishing  boats  sent  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  Malin 
Head  on  18th  May  last  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  deep  sea  fishing  off  that 
coast,  and  for  the  purpose  of  training 
the  fishermen  of  Malin  Head  in  the  more 
approved  methods  of  fishing,  and  of  the 
fact  that  on  the  16th  June  one  of  these 
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boats  caught  up  to  £60  worth  of  herring, 
he  will  explain  why  the  boats  were 
taken  away  by  the  Board  on  18th  June. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
boats  were  withdrawn  because  the 
Board  was  advised  that  the  summer 
herring  fishing  had  practically  closed, 
and  also  in  consequence  of  the  destruc 
tion  of  nets  by  dogfish,  which  had 
appeared  in  large  numbers. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Pa^  of  Persons 
away  through  Injury. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  arrange  that  persons  who  are 
injured  in  the  Arsenal  at  Woolwich,  and 
who  are  detained  in  the  Arsenal  surgery 
by  the  medical  officer,  shall  receive  treat- 
ment and  maintenance  without  deduction 
from  their  wages. 

Mb.  crooks  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  all  the  men 
who  have  lost  time  sufi'ering  from  shock 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  explosion 
at  Woolwich  Arsenal  will  be  paid  in  full 
their  ordinary  rate  of  wage ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  issue  instructions  For  them  to  be 
paid  without  undue  delay. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodnck.) 
By  the  scheme  of  compensation  certified 
by  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  under  The  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act,  1897,  injured  men 
receive  half  their  weekly  earnings  while 
disabled,  but  workmen  who  were  in  the 
service  when  that  scheme  was  introduced 
on  Ist  August,  1900,  are  allowed  their 
full  day-work  rating  under  the  former 
regulations.  All  workmen  treated  in 
the  Arsenal  surgery  receive  such  treat- 
ment free ;  but  those  who  get  full  pay 
while  in  hospital  under  the  old  regula- 
tions pay  one  shilling  a  day  towards 
the  cost  of  their  food. 

Military  Works  Bill— Date  of  Intro- 
duction. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire.  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
when  the  Military  Works  Bill  will  be 
introduced. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  Bill  will  be  ready  for  introduction 
as  soon  as  time  can  be  found  for  it. 


Trinidad  Biota  CJommission— Date  of 
Publication  of  Beport. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolonies 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Royal  Com- 
misison  sent  to  investigate  the  Trinidad 
riots  returned  to  this  country  a  con- 
siderable time  back,  it  would  be  possible 
to  hurry  the  publication  of  the  Report 
sufficiently  to  make  sure  that  it  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  Members;  before  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Se-cretai-y  Chamber- 
lain.) I  hope  the  Report  will  be  ready 
for  delivery  to  Members  not  later  than 
the  22nd  instant. 

NAVAL  WORKS [CONSOLIDATEDFUND] 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

♦The  civil  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge)  said  that  it  had  not  been 
customary  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
introduction  of  this  Resolution,  but  on  the 
last  two  occasions  on  which  the  money  Re- 
solution had  been  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  Questions  were 
asked,  and  he  understood  it  would  be  for 
the  convenience  of  hon.  Members  that  he 
should  make  a  short  statement  on  the 
general  points  affecting  the  Resolution  on 
which  there  were  any  changes  from  former 
practice.  He  hoped  hon.  Members 
would  defer  general  discussion  of  details 
until  the  BUI  itself,  which  would  be 
founded  on  the  Resolution,  came  on  for 
Second  Reading.  There  were  special 
reasons  why  he  should  take  this  departure 
from  ordinary  practice.  There  was  a 
change  in  the  form  of  the  Resolution  itself 
to  which  he  wished  to  specially  allude. 
That  change  was  as  to  the  method  by 
which  the  money  was  to  be  borrowed. 
Under  the  Resolutions  on  which  the  Naval 
Works  Loan  Bills  of  1895,  and  all  those 
down  to  the  present  date  were  based, 
the  money  had  always  been  borrowed 
for  a  term  of  thirty  years  dating  from 
1895.  But  it  was  evident  that,  under 
that  principle,  money  which  was  now 
being  borrowed,  and  still  more  the  money 
which  was  to  be  borrowed  in  future  years 
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ovOr  the  long  period  which  these  words 
would  cover,  would  be  repayable  in  a  very 
short  tenb  of  years  between  the  borrowing 
of  the  money  and  1925.  Therefore,  it  was 
a  much  more  reasonable  principle  that  the 
sums  now  authorised  to  be  borrowed,  if 
this  Besolution  was  passed  and  by  subse- 
quent Kesolutions  in  future  years,  should 
be  repayable  in  thirty  years  from  the  date 
of  borrowing.  He  also  wished  to  state 
that  protests  had  been  made  as  to  the 
growth  of  this  loan  expenditure,  and  as  to 
the  extension  of  the  number  of  items  which 
had  been  added  since  the  original  Bill  was 
proposed.  That  had  been  engaging  the 
•attention  of  the  Admiralty,  which  thought 
at  this  time  to  make  some  final  pro- 
posal as  to  the  items  which  should  be 
embraced  in  tl\js  series  of  Loan  Bills. 
Of  course,  it  was  impossible  for  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  bind  their  successors 
or  the  CJommittee  for  all  time — because 
unforeseen  circumstances  might  arise — 
but  so  far  as  they  could  foresee  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  that  the 
items  which  were  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Bill  should  be  final. 
He  must  guard  himself,  however,  by 
stating  that  the  total  estimated  cost  over 
the  whol  e  area  of  expenditure  was  not  final. 
The  House  might  be  asked  for  a  further 
sum  in  respect  of  the  total  estimate,  on 
items  already  inserted  or  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Bill  on  this  occasion,  but  it  was, 
not  proposed  to  insert  any  new  items. 
I'he  total  sura  which  the  House  wa^asked 
in  this  Resolution  to  vote  was  within 
£4,000  of  £8,000,000.  That  was  arrived 
at  in  this  manner.  The  total  sum  already 
voted  on  previous  Resolutions  was 
£13,750,000,  and  the  total  which  would  be 
voted  if  this  Resolution  was  carried  was 
£21,000,000,  leaving  £8,000,000  to  be 
voted.  The  total  expenditure  would 
be  just  over  £8,500,000.  That  extra 
£500,000  came  out  of  the  £13,750,000 
voted  in  preceding  Bills,  £500,000  having 
remained  unexpended.  Of  the  amount 
of  £8,500,000,  £6,750,000  would  be  re- 
quired for  expenditure  on  the  old  items 
which  had  already  been  approved  by  the 
House;  and  £1,250,000  would  be  re- 
quired for  beginning  the  new  items  to  be 
proposed  in  the  Bill.  The  total  estimated 
cost  in  the  Bill  was  increased  by  about 
£4,000,000,  but,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
that  would  not  be  absolutely  final.  The 
total  estimated  cost  for  the  whole  area  was 
JB31,750,000. 
Mr.  Pretyman. 


\     Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Eegis) : 
I  That  will  still  leave  £10,000,0001 

j  ♦Mr.  pretyman  said  that  thaJ;  wm 
I  the  total  estimated  cost  of  all  the  items, 
j  old  and  new,  which  would  be  included  in 
I  the  Bill;  but  it  would  be  necessary  as 
regarded  some  of  those  items,  as  to  which 
I  details  would  be  given  on  the  Second 
I  Reading  of  the  BiU,  to  propose  some 
I  further  expenditure  which  woidd  increase 
I  the  total  estimated  cost. 

I      Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dan- 
I  dee) :  Does  that  include  the   expense  of 
the  finished  items  1 

I  ♦Mr.  PRETYMAN :   Yes;  that  includes 
'  the  whole  area. 

I  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Do  I  rightly 
I  understand  that  the  total  cost  will 
be,  roughly,  £31,000,000,  and  that  of  this 
sum  £21,000,000,  when  we  have  voted 
this  £8,000,000,  will  already  have  been 
provided  for;  and  that  therefore  there 
will  be  another  £10,000,000,  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  future  1 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  was 
the  case ;  but  not  in  addition  to  the 
£31,000,000;  in  addition  to  the 
i  £21,000,000.  There  would  be  some- 
thing further  than  that,  which  would  be 
j  proposed  later,  but  no  new  items.  Sup- 
I  posing  the  total  expenditure,  including  tie 
j  Scotch  naval  base  and  all  the  new  items 
'  which  were  now  to  be  proposed,  amounted 
to  £40,000,000,  that  would  be  spread 
over  twenty  years,  and  amount  to  no  more 
than  £2,000,000  a  year  for  the  period 
during  which  the  expenditure  took  place. 
Adding  the  average  annual  expendi- 
ture on  works  and  maintenance  generally, 
which  was  about  £1,000,000  that 
would  give  an  amount  of  £3,000,0(X> 
a  year  for  naval  works  all  over  the  world 
as  actual  expenditure  foi  twenty  years 
in  order  to  carry  out  current  needs  wid 
meet  new  requirements,  and  at  the  same 
time  fill  up  the  vacuum  left  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  in  the  form  of  ships, 
and  the  necessity  of  providing  for  these 
new  ships  dock  accommodation,  etc.  He 
would  state  to  the  Committee  the  pro- 
posed new  items.  The  first  new  item 
was  for  introducing  into  our  naval 
establishments  throughout  the  world,  and 
that  comprised  nearly  all  of  them,  electric 
light  and  power.     The  second  item 


was 
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5L,™°I!'^'"^  the  present  dockyard  at  I  greater  than  the  sum  we  were  at  present 

whS  iS" and  d°f ^  rr  '*""*'   P*^«  '«'•  «^«rt  '^^'^  ^d  other  LTr^J: 
wnat  antiquated,  and  did  not  at  present   of  eoastguaixi   stations.     At  the  end  of 


into  a  special  dep6t  for  the  large  repairs 
of  the  entire  flotUla  of  destroyers.  Sat 
would  be  the  destroyer  base,  so  far  as  re- 


paid oflF— he  included  capital  and  interest 
in  that  statement — the  country  would  be 
the  actual  freehold  owners  of  their  coast- 


uZ^.^^  destroyer  fleet  at  home,  rent  to  pay.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be. 
It  y^  also  proposed  to  construct  a  new  an  ordi^ry  business  principle  which 
len^^n'^thf  .''IS'  ^*^''*^'  "l^  to  anybody  wh^o  had  the  capSTould^J 
35  A  ^"^^  '■*°«t  *?  ^^^ !  «»*'  *"^  t«  did  not  see  why  the  country 
mouth.    A  new  gunnery  school  was  to  I  should  not  act  upon  it.  ^ 

be    constructed  at   Trevol,    Devonport.  I 


There  were  two  considerable  dockyard 
items.     One  was  for  increased  dockyard 
accommodation  at  Chatham,  as  to  which 
only  a  small  sum  was  taken  in   the  Bill 
to  enable  the  work  to  be  started.     The 
final  estimate  would  be  before  the  Com- 
inittee  in  two  years  time.     Secondly,  an 
Item  for  the  new  naval  base  on  the  Forth 
at  St.  Margaret's  Hope.    There  had  been 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  name. 
The  Admiralty  caUed    this  new  naval 
base,    so    far  as    the    shore    was    con- 
cerned, Rosyth.      Rosyth     was  to  St. 
Margaret's  Hope  exactly  what  Portsmouth 
was  to  Spithead.    St.  Margaret's  Hope 
was  not  the  name  of  the  land  but  of  the 
anchorage,  and  Rosyth  was  the  name  of 
the  barony,  castle,  farm,  and  therefore  the 
name  of  the  establishment  proposed  to  be 
constructed  would  be  Rosyth,  and  the 
anchorage   of    the    ships  would  be  St. 
Margaret's  Hope.    The  last  item,  which 
was  on  a  different  basis  from  the  others, 
was  for  coastguard  reconstruction.      That 
was  proposedon  purely  financial  grounds. 
At  present  a  very  large  proportion  of  our 
coastguard    establishments  were  rented. 


Mr.    BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) : 
What  is  the  total  cost  of  the  Forth  naval 

"      it 


♦Mb.  PRETYMAN  said  that  the  sum 
taken  would  be  £200,000  to  cover  the 
purchase    of    land    and    any    necessary 
beginnings ;  but  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  consider  that  as  a  final  estimate.    No- 
final  estimate  could  be  given  until  the 
plans     were     presented.'      There    was 
one    statement    in    regard    to   Rosyth 
which  he  was  in  a  position  to  give  to- 
the  Committee.     The  total  area  of  the 
land   which  had  been  acquired  for  the 
Rosyth  base  was  1,178  acres  of  dry  land, 
and   286  acres  of  foreshore,  maUng  a 
total   of    1,464  acres.    The  total   price- 
paid  for  the  land  was  £122,500,  and  the 
present  rental  was  £1,620.    There  was- 
one  point  which  was  not  as  yet  finally 
settled — viz.,  whether  there  was  to  be- 
any special  valuation  of  minerals  in  a 
part  of  the  land,  as  to  which  there  might 
possibly  be  some  increased  charge,  though- 


That  created  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  "rhe    he  hoped  that  might   not  be  the  case. 


leases  and  tenures  varied  very  much  in 
character,  and  were  constantly  falling  in. 
The  rents  were  being  perpetually  raised, 
and  great  diflSculty  occurred  as  to  ^he 
allocation  of  repairs  as  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  He  had  most  carefully  gone 
into  the  financial  aspect  of  this  question, 
and  he  found  that  it  was  possible,  without 
increasing  the  annual  charge,  which  now 
fell  upon  the  Votes,  to  take  a  capital  sum 
under  this  Bill  to  be  applied,  in  some 
cases,  to  the  purchase  of  existing  coast- 
guard stations  now  rented  and  which 
were  suitable;  and  in  other  cases  to 
buying  sites  and  building  new  stations. 
The  interest  on  that  charge  would  be  no 


That  point   was   now   under   the   con- 
sideration of  experts.    The  area  of  landi 
acquired  would  enable  the  Admiralty  to 
provide  not  only  for   present   but  for 
future  needs;  and  when  the  cost  of  the- 
land   per  acre  was   compared  with  the 
cost   of   purchasing  small  quantities  of 
land  in  existing  dockyards,  where  civil 
and  commercial  interests  had  grown  up,, 
he  thought  the  Committee  would  see 
that  at  any  rate  future  generations,  and) 
even    the    present    generation,    would  i 
benefit  largely  by  this  extensive  purchase. 
He  did  not  desire  to  say  anything  more  ■ 
at  present,  but  merely  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  this  bare  statement  of  facts; 
showing   the    grounds    on    which    this- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1267 


Naval  Works 


{COMMONS}  {Cotmlidaled  Fund).        1268 


Resolution  was  asked  for.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  Tote  the  Resdu- 
tion  and  defer  detailed  criticism  until 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'"  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  construction  of  works 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Boyal  Navy, 
and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not 
exceeding  £7,996,000,  as  may  be  required 
ioT  those  purposes,  and  to  make  provision 
for  raising,  in  the  manner  provided  by 
Section  5  of  the  Naval  Works  Act,  1895, 
the  sums  so  issued  by  terminable 
aimuities  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
thirty  years  from  the  date  of  the  borrow- 
ing."— (Mr.  Pretyman.) 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBl'^lTSON  said  he 
thought  the  novel  feature  of  this  Resolu 
tion  was  sufficient  justification  for  the 
course  adopted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  statement  he  had  made.  He  did 
not  propose  to  go  into  details,  but  he 
was  quite  sure  that  the  announcement 
made  that  day  would  be  received  with 
satisfaction  by  the  Committee  and  the 
country — viz.,  that  this  was  to  be  a 
final  Bill ;  that  no  new  ittems  would  be 
added  to  the  list  of  works  to  be  provided 
for  by  means  of  loans.  Seeing  the 
«normous  development  of  this  system 
from  its  humble  beginnings  in  1895,  it 
was  gratifying  to  know  that  there 
would  be  no  more  additions  to 
the  Loans  Works,  and  that  when  they 
got  this  Bill  off  their  hands  they 
would  have  seen  the  last  of  them. 
With  reference  to  the  financial  novelty 
of  extending  the  borrowing  powers,  his 
own  impression  was  that,  considering 
how  largely  they  had  been  throwing 
burdens  on  posterity  this  year  and  last 
year  in  connection  with  military  ex- 
penditure the  Government  should  have 
been  very  well  content  to  have  brought 
the  whole  of  this  expenditure  to  an  end 
in  1925,  according  to  the  original  scheme 
of  the  Naval  Works  Bills.  He  did  not 
commit  himself  at  all  to  approval  of  the 
course  proposed  in  that  respect.  As  to 
Rosyth,  he  did  not  understand  what 
the^  hon.  Gentleman  meant  when  he 
said  that  plans  would  be  exhibited.  As 
far  as  he  knew,  no  plans  were  yet  in 
existence. 

Mr.  Prettyman. 


*Mr.  pretyman  said  that  chart* 
and  maps  had  been  issued. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
understood  that  was  as  far  as  the  Admir- 
alty had  proceeded  at  present.  The  hoa 
Gentleman  omitted  to  make  any  reference 
to  the  most  important  thing  in  connection 
with  Rosyth,  and  that  was  what  sort 
of  a  naval  establishment  it  was  to  be, 
and  what  precisely  was  to  be  its 
character.  It  was  said  in  the  Report 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  hare 
another  naval  establishment,  and  that 
Rosyth  had  been  selected.  But  what 
was  to  be  the  exact  nature  of  that 
establishment?  Was  it  to  be  a  manu- 
facturing dockyard  or  a  housbg  dock- 
yard 1  Was  it  to  be  a  place  like  Dover 
or  Portsmouth  1  That  had  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  annual  cost, 
which  was  a  very  serious  element  in  the 
situation.  One  of  the  most  important 
matters  in  connection  with  Rosyth  vas 
what  was  to  be  the  annual  cost  which 
this  naval  establishment,  unlike  most 
of  the  other  works  in  the  Bill,  would 
involve  after  it  was  completed.  They 
were  done  with  expenditure  in  other 
cases  after  the  principal  and  the  interest 
of  the  loan  had  been  repaid ;  but,  in  this 
case,  after  the  establishment  was  erected 
there  would  be  an  establishment  of  men 
and  a  certain  amount  of  money  would  be 
wanted  every  year  (or  its  maintenance. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  able  to  tell 
the  Committee  what  was  the  intended 
scope  of  the  proposed  establishment; 
and  what  the  financial  cost  per  annum 
of  its  maintenance  would  be,  when 
completed.  The  only  other  item  to 
which  he  would  allude  was  that  which 
referred  to  electric  lighting  in  the  dock- 
yanls.  It  required  serious  consideration 
as  to  whether  it  was  right  to  put  the 
cost  of  installing  electric  light  into  a 
Naval  Works  Bill.  It  was  a  policy  to 
which  he  for  one  was  not  prepared  to 
commit  himself.  He  did  not  intend 
to  oifer  any  opposition  whatever  to  the 
Bill  He  understood  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  other  day 
that  the  Second  Reading  would  betaken 
on  Wednesday ;  and  he  would  ask,  if 
before  then  any  further  information 
beyond  the  statement  of  the  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  would  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons. 
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Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he 
wished  to  respectfully  congratulate 
his  hoQ.  friend  on  his  very  clear  state- 
ment, as  far  as  it  went ;  but  he  did 
not  follow  him  in  his  suggestion  that  it 
would  not  be  convenient  to  debate  his 
proposals  now.  He  desired  to  take 
advantage  of  the  present  occasion  to 
put  some  very  general  considerations 
before  the  Committee  with  reference  to 
the  choice  of  the  new  naval  base  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  and  its  general  strategic 
position.  First  of  all,  he  would  say  that 
the  statement  of  his  hon.  friend  had  a 
very  serious  financial  side  to  it.  They 
had  already  borrowed  ,£20,000.000  for 
naval  works;  they  were  now  asked  to 
add  another  £8,000,000 ;  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  told  the  Committee  that 
they  would  be  asked  to  add  another 
jeiO.OOO.OOO  ;  and,  in  all  probability,  vet 
a  further  £10,000,000.  The  consolation 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  offered — and 
he  seemed  to  think  it  was  a  consolation 
— was  that  although  he  proposed  that 
further  expenditure  dated  from  lo-day 
yet  there  was  to  be  no  increase  in  the 
items.  He  himself  confessed  that,  con- 
sidering the  enormous  financial  burdens 
which  were  being  placed  on  the  country, 
he  would  rather  have  been  told  that  the 
sum  now  asked  for  would  be  final,  rather 
than  be  told  that  the  sum  was  not  final 
though  the  items  were.  He  was  be- 
ginning to  be  quite  appalled  at  the 
manner  in  which  burdens  were  being 
laid  upon  the  country.  There  was  to 
be  an  indefinite  number  of  millions  for 
Irish  land;  an  indefinite  number  of 
millions  for  Morgan  subsidies ;  nearly 
£30,000,000  for  naval  works;  and  other 
sums  in  every  direction  were  being  put 
on  the  country.  It  almost  made  him 
sometimes  believe  that  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  did  not  know  the  difference 
between  £1,000,000  sterling  and  a  £5 
note.  It  was  really  a  very  serious  matter, 
but  he  would  not  dwell  upon  it  now. 
First  of  all,  he  would  say  that  he  entirely 
disagreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  who  suggested  that  he  had 
some  doubt]  as  to  the  advisability  of 
introducing  electric Jight  into  the  dock- 
yards. 

.Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
referred   only  to   the    inadvisability   of 


introducing  such  work  into  the  present 
Bill. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  could 
well  understand  that  the  cost  of  intro- 
ducing electric  light  would  be  so  great 
that  he  could  not  think  anything  could 
be  more  proper  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
If  they  had  electric  power  in  the  dock- 
yards it  could  be  switched  on  and  o£r 
and  great  economy  could  be  effected. 
The  only  objection  that  would  be  enter- 
tained to  it  would  be  by  members  of 
dockyard  constituencies  when  they  found 
a  large  number  of  men  discharged,  their 
places  being  taken  by  electric  power. 
The  other  matter  on  which  he  wished 
to  congratulate  his  hon.  friend  was  the 
purchase  of  coastguard  stations.  That 
was  an  exceedingly  proper  thing  to  dc 
It  was  an  ideal  thing  to  be  put  into  a 
Bill  of  this  kind;  and,  in  fact,  it  was 
the  only  ideal  thing  that  was  connected 
with  this  method  of  raising  money.  He 
wished  he  could  say  that  of  the  other 
works  mentioned  in  the  Bill.  He 
wished  to  place  before  the  Committee 
what  he  thought  was  a  matter  for  the 
gravest  consideration  with  regard  to 
the  new  naval  base.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  asked  what  sort  of 
a  naval  base  it  was  to  be.  He 
could  not  conceive  any  doubt  in  the 
matter.  He  imagined— he  spoke  subject 
to  correction — that  it  would  be  nothing 
less  than  a  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth;, 
and  until  his  hon.  friend  corrected  him, 
that  was  the  assumption  on  which  he 
would  argue.  There  was,  of  course, 
another  and  a  secondary  kind  of  naval' 
base,  which  was  extremely  useful — a 
iumping-off  place  which  might  be  estab- 
lished  in  the  Scilly  Isles  or  in  the 
Orkneys.  He  always  deeply  regretted 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  induce  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  establish  secondary 
naval  bases  where  ammunition,  coal  and' 
rations  could  be  kept,  but  where  there 
would  be  no  repairing  facilities.  He 
regretted  that  such  bases  were  not 
established  in  the  Scilly  Isles  and  in  the 
Orkneys  The  establishment  of  a  navali 
base  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  as  was  now 
proposed,  was  a  matter  of  extreme  im- 
portance, because  it  was  one  of  the  most 
important  acts  of  strategy,  properly  ao- 
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-called,  that  could  be  taken  by  any  Govern- 
ment.  It  was  upon  the  choice  of  naval 
bases,  the  spots  where  the  fleets  were  to 
be  centred,  where  ships  were  to  be 
brought  for  repairs  if  injured  in  action, 
that  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  this 
«ountr7  in  time  of  war  would  depend ; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  of  the  most  essential 
importance  that  those  bases  should  be 
chosen  properly.  To  his  mind,  this 
•country  was  already  provided  with  the 
right  places,  and  only  places  it  wanted. 
The  long  line  of  600  miles  from  Brest  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  represented  the 
naval  front  of  Europe  towards  England, 
In  the  centre  of  that  line  was  Calais ;  and 
if  a  perpendicular  line  were  drawn  from 
Callus  it  represented  the  battle  coast  of 
England  and  Scotland.  The  line  from 
Brest  to  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  was  the 
only  line  that  this  country  had  to  deal 
with ;  and  it  was  dealt  with  most  admir- 
ably by  the  present  establishment  at 
Chatham  for  that  part  of  the  line 
which  extended  from  Calais  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Elbe,  and  by  the  estaUishments 
at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  for  that 
part  of  the  line  which  extended  westward 
from  Calais.  Having  laid  down  that 
broad  principle,  he  would  ask  permission 
to  read  two  extracts  from  that  great 
strategetic  authority,  Captain  Mahan. 
The  first  was — 

"  The  geographical  position  of  a  country  may 
not  only  lavoor  the  concentration  of  its  forces, 
but  give  the  further  strategic  advantage  of  a 
central  position  and  a  go<xl  base  for  nostile 
-operations  against  its  probable  enemies.  This, 
Again,  is  the  case  with  England :  on  the  one 
hand  she  faces  Holland  and  the  northern 
Powers,  on  the  other  France  and  the  Atlantic. 
When  threatened  with  a  coalition  between 
France  and  the  naval  Powers  of  the  North  Sea 
and  the  Baltic,  as  she  at  times  was,  her  fleets  in 
the  Downs  and  in  the  Channel,  and  even  that 
off  Brest,  occupied  interior  positions,  and  thus 
were  readily  able  to  interpose  their  united  force 
against  either  one  of  the  enemies  which  should 
seek  to  pass  through  the  Channel  to  effect  a 
junction  with  its  ally." 

The  other  short  extract  he  would 
read  was  as  follows — 

"  If  in  addition  to  facility  for  offence,  Nature 
has  so  placed  a  country  that  it  has  easy  access 
to  the  high  sea  itself,  while,  at  the  same  tim«>, 
it  controls  one  of  the  great  thoroughfares  of 
the  world's  traffic,  it  is  evident  that  the 
strategic  value  of  its  position  is  very  high. 
Such  again  is,  and  to  a  greater  degree  was,  the 
position  of  England.  The  trade  of  Holland, 
Sweden,  Kosaia,  Denmark,   and  that  which 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles. 


went  up  the  great  rivers  to  the  interior  of 
Grermany  had  to  pass  through  the  channel 
close  by  her  doors. 

That  was  the  case  to-day,  and  all  that 
trade  still  passed  our  doors.  The  posi- 
tion was  the  same  to-day  as  it  was  a 
hundred  years  ago  and  as  it  would  be  a 
hundred  years  hence.  The  strategic  posi- 
tion of  England  for  naval  purposes ,  was 
probably  unmatched  in  the  world.  The 
naval  doors  in  this  country  were  always 
open  and  were  almost  incapable  of  being 
closed  by  a  hostile  fleet.  The  conclusion 
he  had  arrived  at  was  this — that  if  thev 
drew  a  straight  line  from  Brest  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Elbe,  and  aperpendicularline 
from  that  line,  in  Chatham,  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth  this  country  had  not 
only  every  naval  base  it  required,  but 
the  t)est  that  wei'e  to  be  found  in  any 
part  of  these  Islands,  for  acting  on  the 
coast  of  Europe.  Chatham  was  nearer 
to  Belgium,  Holland  and  Northern 
Europe  than  the  Firth  of  Forth  was. 
There  was  no  part  of  the  northern 
coast  of  Europe  to  which  Chatham  was 
not  as  near  as  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and, 
as  regarded  most  places,  it  was  nearer. 
The  advantage  was  in  keeping  this 
country's  fleets  in  positions  from  which 
they  could  concentrate,  and,  therefore,  in 
his  opinion  it  was  a  mistake  to  make  a 
great  naval  repairing  base  on  the  firth 
of  Forth.  What  ought  to  be  done  was 
to  make  secondary  naval  bases,  one  in 
the  Orkneys  and  one  in  the  Scilly  Isles. 
The  efi'ect  of  estaUishing  a  great  naval 
base  at  Rosyth  woukf  be  that  the 
squadron  stationed  there  would  be 
separated  from  the  greater  part  of  the 
other  naval  armaments  of  the  country, 
if  ever  a  naval  combination  were  formed 
against  this  country.  He  considered 
that  strategy  to  be  entirely  false.  He 
had  ventured  to  give  the  Committee 
the  general  principles  of  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  true  strategy  to  be 
adopted. 

The  principal  point  the  Committee 
had  to  consider  was  that  the  X200,000 
now  asked  for  was  not  to  be  the 
total  sum.  It  would  involve  the  ex- 
penditure of  millions  upon  millions  in 
the  construction  of  new  docks,  new 
arsenals,  and  new  workshops,  and  further 
millions  for  the  maintenance  of  them 
when  they  were  there.  He  had  thought 
over     the     matter  ,  with  ,  ramiderable 
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aoxietf.  His  own  belief  was  that  a  | 
great  mistake  had  been  made ;  and  that  | 
it  would  have  been  very  much  better  to 
inereasethe  accommodation  they  now  had 
in  what  he  considered  to  be  the  un- 
matched naval  centres  at  Chatham, 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth,  rather  than 
to  establish  a  new  naval  base  at  Bosyth. 
No  doubt  this  matter  of  high  strategy 
was  one  which  it  was  presumptuous 
for  a  person  like  himself  to  deal  with. 
Nevertheless,  he  had  given  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  to  strategic  questions, 
although  he  put  forward  his  views  with 
the  diffidence  which  became  him.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  this  new  naval 
base  and  its  establishment  was,  as  a 
strategic  question,  submitted,  considered, 
and  decided  upon  by  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee— he  meant  the  new  Committee 
of  Defence  instituted  by  the  present 
Government  about  a  year  ago.  That 
Committee  of  Defence  was  very  far  from 
being  perfect.  He  was  conscious  of  its 
defects,  and  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  very 
imperfect  indeed.  But,  at  any  rate,  it 
was  the  only  body  they  had  in  this 
country  competent  to  deal  with  strategic 
questions.  He  should  like  to  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  definitely  whether  the 
question  had  been  considered  'by  the 
Defence  Committee  and  whether  in 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  the 
House  would  have  the  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  a  member  of  that  Committee 
to  defend  this  plan  on  strategic  grounds. 
He  would  not  vote  against  the  Motion  ; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  enormous  and 
largely  increasing  burdens  which  were 
being  placed  on  the  country ;  and  he 
«zpressed  his  very  serious  doubt  as  to 
the  strategic  value  of  the  proposed  new 
naval  base. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said  he  wished  to 
put  a  few  questions  to  the  Civil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
.stated  what  the  new  items  were  and  he 
should  like  to  know  what  the  items 
-were  in  the  existing  Act  for  which 
%hn  Estimates  had  been  considerably 
increased.  Those  details  were  given 
in  previous  Naval  Works  Bills. 
In  1901  the  Cjntrolier  and  Auditor- 
General  reported  that  the  total  estimated 
cost  of  new  works  was  something  like 
£2,000,000,  and  the  total  amount  of  the 
increased  Estimates  for  existing  works 


was  also  je2,000,000.  He  could  not 
follow  some  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
figures  as  to  the  future  expenditure. 
It  was  now  apparent,  as  many  of  them 
had  foreseen,  how  the  system  of  Naval 
Works  Bills  had  increased  hand  over 
hand  and  had  become  more  and  more 
expensive  every  year.  When  the  practice 
began  the  expenditure  was  only 
£1,000,000  per  annum.  Then  it  went  up 
£2,000,000  and  then  to  £3,000,000  and 
now  this  Bill  was  calculated  on  the 
basis  of  £4,000,000.  That  was  an 
enormous  sum  for  the  Admiralty  to 
borrow  in  the  course  of  its  ordinary  year 
to  year  transactions.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  called  attention  to  an  altera- 
tion as  regarded  the  terminable  annuities, 
and  said  that  instead  of  being  paid  off 
in  1925  they  would  run  for  thirty 
years.  He  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Dundee  in  thinking 
that  that  was  an  alteration  which  should 
be  fully  considered.  It  was  an  altera- 
tion which  did  not  commend  itself  to 
hidx,  and  he  viewed  with  the  utmost  dis- 
trust the  continual  use  of  the  borrowing 
powers  of  the  Government  for  objects 
which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  suit- 
able for  the  exercise  of  such  powers, 
but  which  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
annual  Estimates.  Some  of  the  items 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  did  not  seem  to 
him'  to  be  matters  which  should  be  re- 
garded as  capital  expenditure.  His  hon. 
friend  alluded  to  the  installation  of 
electric  lighting  in  the  dockyards.  He 
should  imagine  that  that  might  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  annual  Votes.  As  re. 
garded  the  following  three  items  he  was 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  naval 
affairs  to  express  an  opinion,  and  there- 
fore he  would  suspend  his  judgment. 
There  was,  however,  a  very  large  and 
substantial  financial  alteration  in  the 
Bill  to  which  his  hon.  friend  had  already 
alluded — the  form  of  the  Bill  had  been 
altered  considerably.  Ibere  was  no 
estimate  given  of  the  total  cost  of 
Rosytk. 

♦Mk.  PRETYMAN  said  that  £200,000 
would  be  inserted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  much  better 
acquainted  with  the  facts  than  he  was, 
but  he  thought  it  was  in  the  recollection 
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of  the  Committee  that  Column  I  of 
the  previous  Naval  Worka  Bill  conveyed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  what  was  the 
total  estimated  cost  of  the  works  which 
were  in  process  of  construction.  As  far  as 
he  gathered  from  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Committee  had 
received  no  intimation  as  to  the 
estimated  total  cost  of  Rosyth.  In 
the  early  days  of  those  Bills  they  always 
contended  that  the  Military  Works  Bills 
should  conform  to  the  Naval  Works  Bills 
because  the  latter  gave  the  House  of 
Commons  very  important  information 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  works,  but  appar- 
ently the  House  of  Commons  was  not  to 
enjoy  for  the  future  the  information  as 
to  the  amount  of  their  commitments  on 
naval  works.  As  far  as  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  Gentleman,  they  would 
only  be  able  to  learn  from  year  to  year 
and  by  degrees  what  was  to  be  the 
total  cost  of  the  new  naval  works, 
especially  the  twomostimportant  works — 
Keyham  dockyard  and  the  new  naval 
base  in  the  Firth  of  Forth.  As  he 
understood  thatthe  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  was  to  be  taken  immediately  after  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  bad  passed  through  Com- 
mittee, he  thought  they  should  have  the 
fullest  possible  information  given  them  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) 
said  he  desired  to  congratulate  the  hon. 
Gentleman  upon  the  statment  he 
had  made.  The  Bill  was  said  to  be 
final,  but  he  knew  of  no  finality  when 
they  were  dealing  with  Government 
requirements.  He  thought  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  done  better  to 
have  kept  that  word  out  of  his  speech. 
He  agreed  with  the  policy  of  installing 
electric  light  and  power  in  the  dockyards. 
The  Admiralty  would  save  a  great  deal 
of  money  by  adopting  that  course,  and 
they  might  long  ago  have  stopped  the 
wasteful  burning  of  coal  by  adopting 
electricity  for  purposes  of  power.  He 
hoped  all  the  principal  machinery  in  the 
dockyards  would  each  have  its  own  motor 
attached  to  it,  so  that  it  could  be  run 
without  interfering  with  other  machines. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  necessity  of 
making  Sheerness  a  torpedo-destroyer 
base.  It  was  eminently  suited  for  that 
and  for  nothing  else.  The  Grovernment 
had  been  building  sloops  there  to  keep 
Mr.  Btichamtn. 


the  place  going.     Then  with  regard  to 
torpedo  ranges  that  was  also  a  necessity. 
In    regard    to    Chatham    dockyard    ho 
I  had    visited    it     last    week     and    was 
I  surprised  at  the  cramped  condition  of 
the  dockyard.    The  Admiralty  had  no 
I  room  to  do  the  work.    It  M'as  essential 
I  that  there  should   be   extension  there. 
I  In    regard  to   the  new  naval  base  at 
Rosyth.    Scottish  people  did  not  like  that 
,  name.     The  historical  associations  of  the 
'  place  were  linked  with  the  other  name, 
St.   Margaret's  Hope.    But  they  were 
'  quite  proud  and  glad  as  Scotchmen  to 
think  that  the  Admiralty  had  at  last 
i  awakened   to  the   necessity    of  giving 
i  back  to  Scotland  something  of  what  they 
'  had  taken   from  her  in   bygone  years. 
I  He  thought  the  Government  would  be 
I  wise  to  establish  an  arsenal  at  Roeyth. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn.    But  if  they  were  to  make 
.  an  arsenal  at  Roeyth  he  hoped  it  would 
I  be  a  proper  one.     The  place  was  emi- 
I  nently    suited    for   an  arsenal,  and  it 
:  ought  to  be  established  at  a  minimum 
:  cost.    They  had  deep  water  there,  and 
he  hoped   they  would    have  plenty  of 
'  docks — large   docks.      He    appealed  to 
the  Government  not  to  make  it  a  mere 
I  repairing    factory,    but   to    lay    down 
I  works  so  that  ships  might  be  built  there 
I  if  required.    The  place  was  in  the  centre 
j  of  a  coal  district,  and  in  the  centre  of  an 
iron  district.    The  Admiralty  could  get 
'  its  armour  plates  delivered  there  at  very 
I  little  cost,  much  less   than    they    were 
paying  for  the  carriage  of  these   plates 
to  the  southern  dockyards.     He  quite 
understood  that  the  Admiralty  could  not 
yet  give  information  as  to  the  probaUe 
cost  of  the  new  establishment.       Until 
the  plans  were  drawn  and  the  quantities 
taken  out  it  was  impossible  to  give  even  an 
approximate  estimate.    Alluding  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  he  said  it  was  all  very  well  for 
Captain  Mahan  to  say  what  Britain  did  in 
bygone  days  with  her  fleets  down  in  the 
south.    But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  is  the  steam  age.    Vessels  from 
the  Baltic  might  reaoh  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land in  twenty-four  hours.    If  we  had  a 
naval    engagement  in  the  North    Sea, 
what  would  happen  if  our  ships  had  to 
go  down  to  Portsmouth  or  Chatham  to 
be  mended  1    The    proper  thing  to  do 
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was  to  have  a  base  in  Scotland,  so  that 
in  the  event  of  a  battle  in  the  North  Sea, 
damaged  vessels  could  put  into  the 
Forth  and  get  Scotchmen  to  put  them 
right  again  and  ready  for  sea  as  quicklj 
as  possible.  He  hoped  the  new  base 
would  be  a  credit  to  the  Admiralty.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  thoroughly  up-to-date 
in  every  particular,  and  that  every  ap- 
pliance, every  tool,  every  machine,  would 
be  of  the  most  modern  type.  With  re- 
gard to  the  land,  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment had  got  it  very  cheaply.  It  had 
only  cost  about  £80  an  acre.  They  had 
made  a  very  good  bargain.  He  thought 
the  proposal  to  purchase  the  coastguard 
stations  a  good  stroke  of  business.  He 
<  ongratulated  the  Admiralty  again  upon 
the  course  they  had  taken  in  regard  to 
Rosyth.  They  required  more  docks. 
Their  present  docks  were  all  congested. 
They  had  to  send  their  ships  to  private 
yards  to  be  repaired,  and  were  running 
up  bills  year  by  year  for  repairs.  They 
would  find  it  would  be  cheaper  in  the 
end  to  have  such  a  place  as  was  contem- 
plated constructed  on  modern  lines. 
He  hoped  the  new  dockyard  would  be 
built  and  equipped  in  the  most  modern 
style,  and  that  it  would  be  not  only  a 
crodit  to  the  Admiralty,  but  also  of 
great  value  to  the  EmjHre  as  a  whole. 

»Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) said  the  speeches  dealing  with  the 
new  naval  base  ought  to  be  divided  be- 
tween its  economic  and  strategic  value. 
While  he  had  great  respect  for  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  who 
examined  these  subjects  so  studiously,  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  if  the  Council  for 
National  Defence  had  decided  that 
Rosyth  was  a  reasonable  position  for  a 
new  naval  base,  he  was  satisfied.  He 
could  not  doubt  that  it  would  be  more 
economical  to  build  a  dockyard  at  the 
new  base  at  Rosyth  than  to  enlarge  the 
dockyards  in  the  south  where  land  was 
so  much  more  expensive.  He  congratu- 
lated the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  steps 
that  had  been  taken,  and  would  support 
the  Resolution  before  the  Committee.  ;_^ 

Mb.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  the  decision  of  the  Admir- 
alty to  establish  a  naval  station  in 
Scotland  had  given  great  satisfaction. 
The  great  object  of  the  Admiralty  was 
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the  development  of  the  national  system 
of  defence,  and  the  economical  spending 
of  public  money.  The  question  divided 
itself  under  the  heads  of  strategy,  and 
efficient  and  cheap  construction.  As 
regarded  strategy,  it  was  no  doubt  un- 
fortunate that  the  matter  had  not  been 
considered  by  a  regularly  working  and 
properly  constituted  Committee  of  De- 
fence, but  the  country  had  considerable 
confidence  in  the  direction  of  naval 
strategy  by  the  Admiralty,  and  there 
would  not  be  any  general  disposition  to 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  deter- 
mination to  have  a  naval  base  in  the 
north.  The  same  remarks  would  apply 
to  the  question  of  the  convenience  of 
any  selected  station  for  repairs.  These 
were  mainly  matters  for  experts,  and  in 
the  main  the  country  would  have  to  be 
guided  by  the  experts'  advice.  With 
regard  to  construction,  however,  they 
might  be  permitted  to  have  an  opinion. 
The  manner  in  which  shipbuilding 
naturally  gravitated  to  the  north  of 
England  and  Scotland,  showed  that  con- 
struction was  more  economically  con- 
ducted there  than  in  the  south.  The 
shipbuilding  yards  in  the  south  would 
not  have  been  very  considerable  apart 
from  the  Grovemment  establishments. 
There  was  always  a  considerable  amount 
of  waste  in  the  older  establishments — 
though  he  admitted  that  great  efforts 
had  been  made  for  some  time  past  to 
inculcate  economy,  and  to  bring  those 
establishments  up  to  date— and  he  con- 
ceived that  in  laying  out  a  perfectly  new 
station  in  a  country  where  construction 
was  conducted  most  economically,  there 
would  be  a  great  opportunity  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  construction  for  the  Admiralty 
as  a  whole.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  say  whether  this  station  was 
to  be  a  real  constructing  base.  Such  an 
object  could  be  secured,  either  by  having 
the  proper  docks  and  construction 
arrangements  on  the  spot,  or  by  carry- 
ing out  the  project  of  connecting  the 
east  and  west  coast  by  a  deep-water 
canal.  He  shared  the  view  that  the 
construction  Votes  left  the  (Jommittee 
somewhat  in  the  dark  as  to  the  real 
amount  of  the  expenditure  on  the  Navy. 
They  reminded  him  of  the  extraordinary 
Budgets  of  foreign  Powers,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
country  could  know  from  year  to  year 
2X 
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the  «xact  cost  of  the  Navy,  including  the 
amount  spent  on  construction.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  sum  was  nearer 
je40,000,000  than  the  amount  which 
appeared  on  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  that  from  an  Imperial  point  of 
view,  apart  altogether  from  the  question 
of  strategy,  the  Gorernment  were  to  be 
congratulated  upon  their  decision  to 
establish  a  naval  station  in  Scotland. 
As  far  as  the  building  and  repairing  of 
ships  was  concerned,  no  more  economi- 
cal site  could  have  been  secured,  seeing 
that  it  was  in  close  proximity  to  skilled 
labour  and  raw  materiak.  Enormous 
sums  had  to  be  paid  for  the  carriage  of 
plates  to  the  establishments  in  the  south, 
in  addition  to  other  expenditure,  which 
would  be  practically  avoided  in  con- 
nection with  this  new  station.  The 
Admiralty  had  acted  wisely  in  taking 
plenty  of  land,  as  frequently  Depart- 
ments of  State  took  too  little  to  begin 
with,  and  then,  when  it  was  necessary 
to  extend  the  works,  huge  sums  had  to 
be  paid  for  additional  land,  the  very 
existence  of  the  Government  establish- 
ments having  largely  increased  the  value 
of  the  neighbouring  property.  He  did 
not  altogether  agree  that  the  land  had 
been  secured  very  cheaply.  There  were 
1,200  acres,  of  which  the  rental 
was  £1,600,  and  the  price  the  Ad- 
miralty had  paid  was  £122,000, 
figures  which  seemed  to  support  the 
view  of  those  who  urged  the  taxation 
of  land  values,  because  the  rental  was  a 
very  small  item  compared  with  the  land 
Talue  claimed  from  the  Government. 
He  asked  whether  the  Admiralty  pos- 
tsessed  an  open  mind  on  the  question  of 
connecting  the  east  and  west  coasts  by 
<!anal.  This  site  would  be  rendered 
much  more  valuable  as  a  naval  base  if 
that  could  be  done,  as  it  would  then  be 
in  touch  with  the  great  shipbuilding 
yards  of  the  west  coast. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  the  debate 
rather  showed  the  inconvenience  of 
making  any  statement  at  all  at  the 
Resolution  stage  of  these  matters.  There 
might  be  advantages  in  so  doing,  but 
there  was  clearly  one  disadvantage — viz., 
that  whereas,  if  he  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  included  such  a  question  as  that  of 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 


the  new  dockyard  at  Rosyth,  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  expltun  exactly  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  proposed; the 
present  stage  was  not  the  occasion  on 
which  to  do  that,  and  it  was  somewhat 
inconvenient  that  Members  should  be 
put  in  the  position  of  having  to  discuss 
such  questions  without  having  had  placed 
before  them  any  reasonable  argiunente  in 
favour  of  the  proposals.  He  therefore 
thought  the  old  practice  of  making  no 
statement  at  all  was  the  better  one  in 
that  respect. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  dissented. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's experience  extended  over  a  longer 
period  than  his  own,  but  certainly  in  re- 
gard to  the  present  series  of  Works  Bills, 
which  went  back  only  to  1895,  the  uni- 
form practice  had  been  to  make  no  state- 
ment. He  would  defer  going  into  details 
until  the  Second  Reading  of  the  ffiU, 
when  he  hoped  to  place  a  reasoned  state- 
ment before  the  House,  but  one  or  two 
Questions  had  been  asked,  in  reply  to 
which  he  might  say  a  word.  He  <ud  not 
think  strategists  would  a^ee  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  that  the 
only  road  from  the  Baltic  and  the  North 
Sea  was  through  the  English  Channel. 
He  doubted  whether  under  the  new  tactics 
it  was  desirable  to  be  quite  as  near  the 
enemy's  coast  as  it  was  under  the  old 
conditions.  He  did  not  proTOse  to  go 
further  into  that  question.  He  agreed 
with  the  remarks  made  upon  both  sides 
of  the  House  as  to  the  advantage  which 
this  naval  base  site  would  have  from  the 
point  of  view  of  construction.  His  hon. 
friend  had  asked  whether  the  strategical 
question  had  been  considered  by  the 
Defence  Committee.  This  matter  was 
fully  considered  and  had  been  decided 
upon  before  the  new  Defence  Committee 
was  constituted,  but  every  member  of 
the  new  Defence  Committee  was  fully 
aware  of  the  nature  of  this  proposal,  and 
every  one  of  them  concurred  in  it  It 
had  also  received  most  careful  considera- 
tion from  the  naval  advisers  of  the 
Admiralty.  With  regard  to  the  Ques- 
tion asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Perthshire,  he  might  say,  without  going 
into  details,  that  the  total  amount  of 
increase  upon  the  whole  items  was 
£4,000,000,  and  of  this  total  £2,500,000 
was  due  to  the  new  items  and  £1,500,000 
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for  old  works.  With  reference  to  the 
-  increase  in  the  annual  expenditure,  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  had  remarked 
upon  the  fact  that,  during  the  first 
beginnings  of  spending  under  these  Acts, 
the  sum  spent  in  a  year  was  at  first 
^1,000,000,  and  it  had  grown  first  to 
^62,000,000,  then  to  £3,000,000,  and  now 
it  was  £4,000,000.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
shire, who  was  responsible  for  this  system, 
defended  it  on  the  ground  of  equalising 
the  expenditure  over  a  series  of  years.  If 
these  works  had  been  undertaken  and 

f  laced  upon  the  annual  Votes,  they  would 
ave  been  very  uneven,  and  one  year  the 
expenditure  might  have  been  £1,000,000 
and  another  year  £2,000,000,  and  some 
jears  £3,000,000,  and  even  £4,000,000 
in  mdividual  years.  The  expenditure 
was  small  when  the  work  was  first 
begun  and  when  it  was  finished, 
but  during  the  intervening  time  the 
-expenditure  was  large,  therefore  they 
must  have  increasing  and  decreasing 
expenditure.  Therefore,  though  the 
expenditure  varied  largely  from  year  to 
year  by  this  Act  that  varying  expendi- 
ture was  converted  into  an  even  method 
of  payment,  and  that  was  one  of  the 
main  reasons  why  this  system  had  been 
adopted.  The  hon.  Member  had  stated 
that  he  considered  that  the  electric 
lighting  should  have  been  placed  on  the 
Votes,  and  not  on  this  Bill  at  all.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  reasonable 
observation  to  make,  but  he  would  see 
that  when  a  great  work  of  this  kind  was 
to  be  undertaken  it  was  very  desirable 
to  treat  it  as  a  whole,  and  deal  with  it 
upon  a  comprehensive  basis.  It  would 
be  hard  on  any  one  year  to  place  upon 
it  this  large  item,  and  on  those  grounds 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  more  reason- 
able to  put  it  in  the  Loans  Act.  He 
trusted  the  hon.  Member  for  Lanark 
woukl  excuse  him  not  following  him 
into  detail  upon  the  question  he  had 
raised,  because  he  hoped  to  make  a  full 
'Statement  upon  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill.  He  hoped  they  would  be  able 
to  get  to  the  Report  Stage  on  Monday, 
and  J  then  the  Bill  would  be  printed  and 
distributed.  By  Friday  next  he  thought 
they  might  be  in  a  position  to  take  the 
Second  Reading.  He  thanked  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  for  the  very 
iavourable  reoeption  they  had  given  to 


these  proposals,  and  he  hoped  further 
discussion  would  be  deferred  until  next 
Friday. 

R«B<Jved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  construction  of 
works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  else- 
where for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not 
exceeding  £7,996,000,  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  those  purposes,  and  to  make 
provision  for  raising,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  Section  5  of  the  Naval 
Works  Act,  1895,  the  sums  so  issued  by 
terminable  annuities  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  thirty  years  from  the  date  of 
the  borrowing.-— (Afr.  Pretyman.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Ck>m- 
mitte),  further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment 
proposed  [23rd  June]  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pafte  1,  line  5,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
'any,' and  insert  the  word  'every.'" — {Mr. 
Tennant.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  any'  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  suggest 
and  support  the  making  of  the  Bill 
obligatory  upon  local  authorities  seemed 
to  him  to  he  still  conclusive.  On 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  he 
pointed  out  to  the  Home  Secretary  the 
inconvenience  of  having  in  two  adjacent 
localities  a  different  state  of  the  law 
with  regard  to  these  matters.  He  was 
sorry  that  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
not  able  to  be  present  during  the 
disoussion  of  the  Bill  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee. He  himself  maintained  in 
Grand  Committee,  and  he  still  main- 
tained, that  if  a  Bill  of  this  kind  was 
to  be  satisfactory  they  must  make  the 
administration  uniform.  If  they  took 
two  adjacent  towns  like  Manchester 
and  Stdford,  it  would  be  found  that 
they  would  raise  an  enormous  amount 
of  hostility  to  the  authority  which  put 
this  Bill  into  force  if  the  other  authority 
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did  not  do  the  same  thing.  They  would 
raise  in  the  minds  of  people  who  did 
not  come  under  the  law  a  sense  of 
injustice  which  wad  most  undesirable, 
and  a  feeling  which  was  not,  at  all 
events,  for  the  well-being  of  the 
community.  If  there  was  any  class  of 
legislation  that  ought  to  be  made 
compulsory  on  the  local  authority,  it 
was  that  class  which  affected  the  well- 
being  of  the  people,  and  for  these 
reasons  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  if  the  law  were 
made  compulsory  instead  of  permissive. 
In  Qrand  Committee  his  hon.  friend 
the  Under  Secretary  stated  certain 
objections  to  this  course.  He  pointed 
out  that  they  might  have  a  local 
authority  making  and  submitting  for  the 
approval  of  the  Home  Office  ridiculous 
by-laws  which  the  Home  Office  would 
not  sanction,  and  in  that  way  the  De- 
partment would  be  put  into  a  position  of 
conflict  with  the  local  authority.  He 
admitted  there  was  some  force  in  that 
argument.  It  was  above  all  desirable 
that  local  authorities  should  look  upon 
the  Departments  with  which  they  had  to 
deal  rather  as  their  friends  than  their 
masters.  That  ai^ument  had  some 
weight  with  him,  but  he  felt,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  it  would  be  a  weapon 
against  such  a  course  being  adopted  by 
the  local  authority,  inasmuch  as  public 
opinion  would  not  be  likely  to  support 
the  local  authority  making,  if  he  might 
use  the  expression,  fools  of  themselves, 
for  that  was  really  what  they  would  be 
doing.  That,  however,  was  not  the 
argument  which  bad  led  him  to  take 
the  course  he  was  going  to  take  on  this 
particular  Amendment.  He  understood 
from  inquiries  he  had  made  among  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  BiU,  that 
there  was  an  absolute  opinion  that 
unless  this  Bill  was  to  be  permissive 
there  was  to  be  no  Bill  at  alL  If  that 
was  the  case  he,  for  one,  was  not  pre- 
pared to  risk  the  Bill  for  a  principle 
which  he  thought  was  very  vital,  but 
not  absolutely  essential.  There  was  this 
to  be  remembered,  if  the  Bill  was  passed 
in  an  unsatisfactory  form  —  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  passed  in  an  un- 
satisfactory form  if  made  permissive,  and 
the  local  authorities  did  not  make  use  of 
it  throughout  the  country — they  would 
have  an  even  stronger  argument  than 
Mr.  Galloway, 


they  had  to4ay  for  making  it  com- 
pulsory when  they  afterwards  proposed 
to  have  it  amended  in  that  direction. 
In  the  matter  of  the  regulation  of  child 
labour,  he  could  not  suppose  that  this 
House  wouki  allow  any  abuses  of  the  lav 
to  be  perpetrated  by  local  authorities  with- 
out requiring  the  Home  Office,  or  some 
Department  to  see  that  these  abuses, 
were  dealt  with.  He  very  greatlj 
regretted  that  his  right  hon.  biend 
would  not  give  way  on  this  point,  but 
as  it  was  absolutely  a  choice  between 
having  no  Bill  at  all,  or  having  it 
permissive,  he  would,  notwithstanding 
the  vote  he  gave  in  Grand  Committee, 
and  the  opinion  he  still  held  on  the 
matter,  give  his  vote  against  the 
Amendment. 

Dk.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,N.) 
hoped  it  was  not  a  choice  between  a 
permissive  Bill  and  no  Bill  at  all.  That 
was  not  the  opinion  expressed  upstairs. 

Mr,  galloway  said  he  did  not 
state  that  it  was  the  opinion  expressed 
upstairs.  He  said  that  was  what  he 
understood  from  inquiries  he  had  made. 

De.  MACNAMAEA  hoped  the  hon. 
Member's  inquiries  would  turn  out  not 
to  be  well-founded.  Upon  Clause  2 
which  raised  large  conflict  in  Grand 
Committee  they  got  the  word  "  shall " 
introduced  by  a  majority  of  two.  At 
another  stage  of  the  Bill  and  on  another 
Clause  a  large  majority  got  the  word 
"  may  "  inserted.  They  might  compd 
the  local  authorities  to  make  by-laws, 
but  they  could  not  compel  them  to 
carry  them  out.  He  reminded  the 
House  of  what  had  been  the  experience 
in  connection  with  the  Education  Act 
of  1870.  By  that  measure  it  was 
enacted  that  local  authorities  "may" 
make  by-laws,  in  respect  of  attendance 
at  schools.  Many  authorities  did  not 
make  by-laws  and  the  result  was  that 
by  the  Act  of  1876  it  was  enacted  tbst 
they  "shall"  make  by-laws.  They 
would  have  to  make  two  bites  of  a 
cherry  in  this  matter  also,  unless  they 
made  the  matter  compulsory  now.  If  they 
made  it  a  statutory  obligation  that  local 
authorities  "  shall  "  make  by-laws,  these 
by-laws  might  not  be,  in  the  first 
instance,    thoroughly  carried  out,  but 
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the  result  eventually  would  be  that 
local  authorities  would  carry  out  their 
obligation.  He  thought  the  Home  Office 
was  a  little  timorous  in  dealing  with  this 
matter.  This  Bill  was  about  eighteen 
months  old,  and  public  opinion  had  gone 
ahead  of  it  a  long  way.  The  Depart- 
mental Committee  was  quite  clear  in 
recommending  that  certain  regulations 
which  were  not  very  exiguous  should  be 
laid  down.  Another  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  was  that  the  local 
authorities  "  shall  "  make  by-laws.  The 
mereoUigation  of  making  by-laws  would 
develop  a  conscience  on  the  part  of  the 
local  authorities.  He  would  suggest  as 
compromise  that  the  Home  Office  might 
take  sway  the  controversial  words 
"  any  "  or  "  each,"  involving  as  they  did 
"shall"  or  "may."  He  had  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt  that  if  they  passed  the 
clause  in  that  form  the  local  authorities 
would  fed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make 
by-laws  and  carry  them  out. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
hoped  that  the  House  would  leAve  the 
matter  free  for  the  exercise  of  discretion 
by  the  local  authority.  He  had  looked  | 
into  the  statutes  which  authorised  the 
framing  of  by-laws,  and  he  found  that 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1876,  these  matters  were  left 
open  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  local 
authorities.  The  Municipal  Corporations 
got  power  In  1882  to  make  by-laws 
regarding  matters  of  local  government, 
and  similar  powers  were  conferred 
by  the  Local  Government  Acts. 
Thejr  had  been  found  to  be  fully 
efficient.  The  fact  was  that  they  could 
not  drive  local  authorities  which  had  to 
act  according  to  public  opinion.  If 
public  opinion  favoured  such  by-laws 
they  would  be  adopted,  but  if  public 
opinion  was  against  them  they  would  not 
operate  in  so  favourable  a  manner.  He 
had  reason  to  know  that  difficulties  in 
connection  with  the  Vaccination  Acts 
were  recurring  on  account  of  the  endea- 
vour to  force  local  authorities  in  that 
matter.  There  was  also  another  difficulty. 
They  could  not  compel  an  authority  which 
had  discretion  in  a  matter  to  act  accord- 
ing to  an  opinion  other  than  its  own. 
In  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  which 
vras  an  absolutdy  mooriand  district,  they 
did  not  need  to   have  the  same  by-laws 


as  in  large  towns.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  the  oy-laws  must  vary  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  and  any  attempt 
to  build  up  a  uniform  system  would  be 
utterly  impracticable,  and  disappoint 
those  who  wished  to  carry  out  this 
useful  legislation.  He  teit  quite  sure 
that  in  this  matter  of  the  employment 
of  children,  as  in  all  other  matteis,  it 
was  necessary  to  proceed  carefully  and 
cautiously.  They  must  at  once  guide 
public  opinion,  and  not  go  too  far  in 
advance  of  it.  Steady,  continuous  pres- 
sure of  public  opinion  on  the  local 
authorities  would  be  far  more  efficient 
in  the  case  of  education  than  drastic 
measures  on  the  part  of  a  central 
authority. 

•Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radcliffe)  said  that  the  question 
whether  the  by-laws  should  vary  was 
quite  a  different  matter  from  the 
question  whether  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  all  authorities  to  |make  by-laws.  He 
understood  the  legal  view  to  be  that,  in 
practice,  the  word  "  may  "  was  equivalent 
to  "shall";  but  if  the  Qovernment 
would  accept  the  Amendment  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
the  Member  for  Oxford  University,  no 
doubt  would  remain  as  to  the  duty  of 
the  local  authorities  to  make  by-laws. 
That  would  get  over  all  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmmgham, 
Bordesley)  said  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
word  "may."  An  hon.  Member  had 
spoken  very  slightingly  of  local  authori- 
ties, but  he  did  not  pay  any  attention 
to  the  instance  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  given  in  connection  with  the  Act  of 
1870,  because  the  authority  referred  to 
was  not  a  representative  body  at  all. 
He  believed  there  had  never  been  an 
occasion  in  which  it  was  necessary  to 
coerce  bond  fide  representative  authorities. 
They  could  not  go  in  advance  of  public 
opinion,  and  he  believed  that  as  soon  as 
the  Bill  passed  into  law,  all  the  local 
authorities,  who  were  always  on  the 
watch  for  new  legislation,  would  make 
by-laws  if  they  considered  them  necessary, 
and  if  they  did  not  consider  them 
necessary  no  compulsory  clause  would 
induce  them  to  make  by-laws.  The 
Departmental  Committee  reported  that 
they  did  not  propose  that  the  making  of 
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by-laws  should  be  compulsory  on  local 
authorities,  and  that  it  was  possible 
that  some  local  authorities  might  not 
make  by-laws,  or  only  make  them  for 
certain  employments.  That  was  a  very 
sensible  and  {»nctical  recommendation  ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  adhere  to  the  word  "  may  "  and 
not  accept "  shall." 

♦The  under  SECREl'ARY  to  thb 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Cocheane, 
Ayrshire,  N.)  said  that  ostensibly  this 
was  a  drafting  Amendment,  but  a 
more  important  question  lay  behind  it, 
viz.,  whether  the  Bill  should  be  optional 
or  compulsory.  His  view  was  that  it 
was  not  advisable  to  run  any  risk  of 
setting  up  a  conflict  between  the  local 
authorities  and  the  central  authority. 
The  better  way  was  to  persuade  local 
authorities  as  far  as  possible  to  adopt  the 
BOL  If  the  Bill  were  made  optional  at 
the  b^inning,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
result  would  bo  such  that  the  neceesity 
for  compulsion  would  not  arise.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Bill  were  made  com- 
pulsory, some  local  authorities  might 
take  up  an  attitude  hostile  to  it,  and 
fail  to  carry  out  its  provisions  properly. 
In  that  case  the  central  government 
would  be  powerless.  They  could  bring 
their  horse  to  the  water,  but  they  could 
not  make  him  drink.  During  the  debate 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Fife  recommended  that  the  matter 
should  be  left  to  local  option,  as  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  lay  down  rules  for 
the  whole  country  when  the  local  con- 
ditions varied  so  much.  He  agreed  with 
that  argument,  and  he  thought  it  should 
have  some  weight  with  bon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  As  to  the  practical  point,  the 
Department  with  which  he  was  associated 
intended  to  send  a  circular  round  to  the 
local  authorities  calling  attention  to  the 
Bill  and  the  powers  which  could  be 
adopted  under  it.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  accept  any  Amendment  which  would 
give  the  Bill  a  compulsory  character. 

Sir  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON(Preston) 
said  he  was  opposed  to  the  Amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  the  local  authorities 
should  be  trusted  to  exercise  their 
diacretion.      Some  of  these  authorities  | 

Mr.  Jesse  ColUngs. 


might  only  be  willing  to  make  by-laws 
applicable  to  some  occupations. 

Mb.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  said 
that  he  was  anxious  not  to  delay  the 
Bill,  and  he  was  conscious  that  it  would 
be  futile  to  take  the  division  after  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  which 
he  greatly  regretted.  The  House,  how- 
ever, should  remember  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  reversing  the  decision  arrived 
at  by  the  Committee  upstairs.  He 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob  thk 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  moved— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  I,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'shall,'  and  insert  the  word  'may.'" — (Mr. 
Secretary  Akers  Dougla*). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  tov 

Clause  2. 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  moved  to 
omit  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  2 — 

"No  licence  for  street  trading  shall  be 
granted  to  girls  onder  sixteen  years  of  *^ 
nor  shall  any  girl  under  sixteen  be  engaged  in 
street  trading  without  a  licence," 

In  order  to  insert  the  following  dew 
sub-section — 

"  (2)  The  local  authority,  in  making  hy-Iawt 
under  this  section,  sfaaJl  mive  special  re^ud  to 
the  desirability  of  preventing  the  employment 
of  girla  under  sixteen  in  places  or  under 
conditions  prejudicial  to  morality." 

He  said  this  sub-section  was  carried  >■> 
Committee  by  twenty-one  votes  to 
eighteen,  and  he  had  moved  this  Amend- 
ment in  order  to  meet  the  views  of 
those  who,  like  himself,  wished  to  regulate 
the  street  trading  of  girls  below  the 
age  of  sixteen,  but  did  not  wish  to 
prevent  their  trading  altogether.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the 
local  authorities  to  frame  byJaws  in 
regard  to  this  matter  than  to  adopt  a 
general  regulation.  In  many  towns 
with  which  he  had  personal  acquaintance 
it  was  the  custom  for  farmera  to  supply 
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milk  direct  to  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
send  it  in  by  girls  in  the  morning.  He 
would  be  sorry  to  see  so  useful  an  employ- 
ment stopped,  and  hence  he  would  leave 
it  to  the  local  authorities  to  make  such 
regulations  as  would  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  girls.  That  would  be  preferable  to  lay- 
ing down  a  hard  and  fast  line  by  general 
law.  There  was  a  desire  on  both  sides 
to  place  some  limitation  on  street  trading 
by  girls,  without  absolutely  prohibiting 
it  in  all  cases.  Some  of  them  would 
like  to  see  it  stopped  in  the  case  of  all 
girls  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years 
of  age,  but  he  was  going  as  far  as 
possine  towards  meeting  that  desire  by 
moviog  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  to  leave  oat  lines  10  to  12,  and 
insert  the  words '  The  local  aathority,  in  makine 
by-laws  under  this  section,  shall  nave  special 
regard  to  the  desirability  of  preventing  the 
employment  of  girls  under  sixteen  in  places  or 
under  conditions  prejudicial  to  morality.'" — 
(3fr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.)  said  the  right  hon.- Gentleman  must 
have  dwelt  so  long  in  the  sweet  security 
of  the  Home  Office  that  he  could  not  be 
aware  of  what  was  going  on  in  the 
London  streets.  He  was  told  by  lady 
fr .ends  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  young 
girl,  if  she  was  in  any  way  attractive,  to 
walk  through  the  streets  without  being 
spoken  to  in  the  most  inconvenient  and 
insulting  way  by  men  who  spent  their 
whole  time  hanging  about  the  streets 
lor  the  express  purpose  of  annoying 
young  innocent  girb.  In  the  interest  of 
these  young  girb  he  should  strongly 
oppose  this  Amendment,  because  he 
believed  that  it  would  make  matters 
worse  rather  than  better.  He  was  un- 
able to  understand  what  was  meant  by 
suggesting  that  they  would  be  driv- 
ing the  girls  to  worse  methods.  Surely 
because  a  girl  could  not  obtain  em- 
ployment on  the  streets,  she  did  not 
necessarily  become  a  prostitute.  Un- 
doubtedly young  girls  who  traded  in  the 
streets  were  exposed  to  great  physical 
and  moral  danger.  Iiet  them  consider 
for  a   moment  what  the  condition  of 


those  girls  was.  They  were  reaching 
the  most  delicate  and  critical  period  of 
human  life — the  period  of  puberty,  when 
sexual  passions  were  beginning  to 
work  in  their  systems.  That  was  what 
rendered  this  street  employment  most 
dangerous.  And  the  physical  danger 
was  equally  as  great  as  the  moral,  for  it 
was  an  age  when  exposure  to  inclement 
weather  was  most  likely  to  lay  the  seeds 
of  consumption,  and  to  undermine  their 
constitutions,  while  long  and  late  hours 
were  calculated  to  stunt  their  growth 
and  their  physical  development.  He  did 
not  want  to  labour  the  point,  but  he 
was  bound  to  say  he  would  prefer  to 
raise  the  age  of  prohibition  up  to  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  rather  than  to  lower  it. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  said  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
had  found  a  happy  solution  of  a  most 
diflScult  problem.  This  matter  had 
been  inquired  into  by  a  Departmental 
Committee  which  received  some  most 
careful  and  thoUghtful  evidence.  It 
was  also  discussed  at  great  length  by 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  and 
though  there  was  some  feeling  in  favour 
of  entirely  prohibiting  street  trading 
by  girk  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
they  were  driven  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  one  of  the  cases  in  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  regulate 
rather  than  to  prohibit.  These  giria 
commenced  the  battle  of  life  under  most 
difficult  circumstances,  and  he  felt  in 
this  case,  as  he  did  in  the  case  of  young 
children  employed  in  theatres,  that  it 
was  no  kindness  to  them  to  close  every 
avenue  of  emrioyment.  The  evidence 
laid  before  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  the  subject  was  highly  valuable. 
The  whole  tenor  of  that  given  by  the 
witnesses  from  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
was  that  the  labour  of  these  young 
people  ought  to  be  regulated  and  not 
forbidden.  This  was  a  difficult  subject 
to  consider  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  they  really  must  consider  what 
would  happen  to  many  of  the  girls  if 
they  were  not  allowed  lo  pursue  these 
avocations.  Many  assisted  their  parents, 
who  were  costermongers — a  useful  and 
homely  if  not  very  elevating  employ- 
ment— and  among  the  labours  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury  none  were  more  successful 
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than  thoBe  which  had  for  -their  object 
the  raising  of  the  condition  of  the 
costermongers.  Let  any  hon.  Member 
spend  an  hour  one  Saturday  afternoon 
in  a  street  in  which  costermongers 
plied  their  calling,  and  they  would  see 
how  young  girls  assisted  in  the  sales 
under  their  mother's  eyes.  As  a  rule 
they  were  honest,  industrious,  and 
properly  conducted,  and  he  for  one 
would  be  sorry  to  see  their  calling 
interfered  with,  for  if  they  were  not 
engaged  in  work  of  this  kind  the 
probability  was  that  the  young  girls 
would  be  exposed  to  far  greater  dangers, 
and  their  condition  would  be  worse 
than  it  now  was.  He  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  solution 
he  had  offered  and  hoped  that  the 
House  would  unanimously  adopt  it. 
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♦Mr.  TENNANT  said  that  with  him  it 
was  a  question,  not  of  "  some  limit,"  as 
the  Home  Secretary  bad  put  it,  but  of 
absolute  and  definite  prohibition.  He 
could  not  agree  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  conduce 
towards  the  result  which  he  believed  the 
whole  House  had  sincerely  at  heart. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Aberdeen- 
shire had  told  them  it  would  be  better 
to  prohibit  street  trading  by  girls  up  to 
the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen,  and 
the  proposal  embodied  in  the  Bill  was 
really  a  compromise  between  the  views 
of  those  who  held  that  the  restriction 
should  be  upon  much  older  girls  and 
those  who  were  against  restriction.  The 
Lord  Mayor  and  Chief  Constable  of 
Birmingham  both  stated  that  they  desired 
to  see  the  restriction  of  street  trading 
by  girls  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen,  and  it  was  urged  that  the  danger 
was  greater  to  a  girl  of  eighteen  than  to 
one  of  sixteen  years.  But  the  House  was 
accustomed  to  do  things  by  steps — it  did 
not  like  to  "  go  the  whole  hog  at  once. 
Again,  if  they  wanted  to  keep  the  streets 
clear  of  girls  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen, 
they  must,  before  they  arrivedat  that  age, 
teach  them  some  decent  calling,  or  give 
them  some  training  for  an  occupation 
which  they  could  pursue,  and  if  they 
allowed  them  to  trade  in  the  streets  up  to 
the  age  of  sixteen  they  deprived  them  of 
the  power  of  learning  any  industry.  He 
would  like  to  quote  a  point  or  two  from 
the  Blue-book,  even  at  the  risk  of   tne 

Sir  Francis  PoweU. 


displeasure  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  colleagues.  The  Chief  Constable 
of  Liverpool  said — 

"  I  think  in  the  case  of  girls  it  is  a  consider- 
able danger  to  them  ;  they  come  so  utterly  to 
the  bad  in  street  trading." 

Sergeant  Lloyd  of  Liverpool  spoke  in  the 
same  terms,  and  was  in  favour  of  entirely 
prohibiting  it.  Councillor  McCabe  of 
the  Watch  Committee  and  the  Chief 
Constable  of  Manchester  both  considered 
prohibition  desirable.  Mr.  Russell,  of 
Manchester,  Mr.  Thomas,  manager  of  a 
Home  in  Liverpool,  Mr.  Lord,  the  head- 
master of  a  board  school  in  Manchester, 
were  all  against  street  trading.  Mr. 
Burke,  Chairman  of  the  Liverpool  Schools 
Committee,  said — 


"  It  utterly  unfits  them  for  any  other  fonn 
of  employment." 

There  was  a  good  deal  more  evidence  to 
the  same  effect.  Indeed,  as  the  Chief  Con- 
stable of  Birmingham  said  —  "  once  a 
street  trader  always  a  street  trader,"  and 
if  they  allowed  these  young  girls  to  go  into 
the  streets  at  this  delicate  age,  they  denied 
to  them  the  opportunity  of  being  taught 
the  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  Th« 
majority  of  street  traders  developed  into 
loungers,  loafers,  and  thieves. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  future  of 
these  girls  he  would  like  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  hon.  Members  the  Report  of 
a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  1902 :  Mrs. 
Tolerton  said — 

"  437.  ' .  .  ■  Street  trading  for  girls  is  very 
bad  for  the  formation  of  their  characters  and 
their  habits.  A  girl,  if  she  is  to  get  work 
.  .  .  must  have  a  certain  training  which  the 
street  is  entirely  opposed  to.  .  .  .  They  object 
to  the  restraint  of  donjestio  life.' 

"  439.  '  Uo  you  make  any  distinction  betweffl 
girls  trading  by  themselves  and  girls  with  their 
mothers  ? '  '  It  all  depends  on  the  character 
of  the  mother.  I  have  kno^vn  cases  of  children 
trading  with  their  mothers  who  were  very  ranch 
demoralised.'" 

"441.  Asked  whether  she  thought  street 
trading  might  be  so  regulated  that  girls  might 
trtide  in  the  streets  witlwut  very  great  danger. 
'No,  I  do  not.  I  say  that  even  with  your 
regulations  you  would  only  reduce  the  danger. 

Many  societies  had  made  it  their  business 
to  investigate  this  subject  most 
thoroughly,  and  had  memorialised  the 
House  of  Commons  or  sent  resolutions 
to  hon.   Members.    The  Committee  on 
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Wage-earning  Children  had  gone  into  the 
subject  with  an  energywhich  commanded 
the  admiration  of  aU  of  them,  and  had 
reported  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment  which  originally  stood  in 
his  own  name  on  the  Paper.  The 
Christian  Social  Union,  the  Qlasgow 
Charity  Organisation  Society,  and  the 
Glaagow  Soaety  for  the  Prevention  of 
Crudty  to  Children  were  in  favour 
of  the  retention  of  Sub-section  2, 
Clause  2,  and  the  Qlasgow  Juvenile 
Delinquency  Board  were  equally  anxious 
that  that  particular  provision  should  be 
passed  into  law.    They  state — 

"  Tbey  are  8pecially  pleased  with  the  pro- 
poeed  exolasion  of  girls  from  trading  in  the 
stteets." 

There  was,  too,  in  its  favour,  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  "Women's  Co-operative 
Guild,"  representing  16,000  working 
women.  The  School  Boards  of  the  great 
cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  had 
both  petitioned  in  favour  of  his  proposal. 
The  Glasgow  School  Board  state — 

"  That  they  are  strongly  opposed  to  the 
Amendment  standing  in  tlie  name  of  the 
Home  Secretary  as  interfering  with  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Bill.  It  is  their  hope  that  the  sub- 
section may  he  left  as  it  is  or  in  the  form  now 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tennant  as  a  new  clause." 

And  might  he  suggest  to  hon. 
Members  who  were  not  in  favour  of 
woman  suffrage,  that  on  them  rested  a 
peculiar  obligation  to  listen  to  the  voice 
of  women  on  this  subject,  expressed  in 
the  only  manner  in  which  they  could 
express  it  by  memorialising  Parliament. 
Tius  was,  indeed,  a  most  important 
question,  and  as  proving  its  gravity  and 
urgency,  he  would  like  to  remind  the 
House  that  the  Chief  Constable  of 
Birmingham  in  his  evidence  said  that 
of  713  boys  and  girls  who  were  found 
trading  in  the  streets  in  March,  1901, 
458,  or  nearly  two-thirds,  had  been 
prosecuted  for  various  offences  within 
the  previous  six  months — 115  for  felony, 
and  185  for  gambling.  What  was  it  they 
were  seeking  to  do  1  They  were  not  dis- 
turbing trade  by  the  position  they  were 
taking  up ;  if  they  were  disturbing  any- 
thing it  was  vagrancy,  which  was  daily 
productive  of  such  serious  consequences 
in  the  streets.  As  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Home  Secretary,  how  coidd  they 
"  have  special  regard  to  a  desirability," 
and  who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  what  were 


"  conditions  prejudicial  to  morality  i " 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  casting 
on  the  local  authorities  a  most  invidious 
task,  and  one  which  they  would  rather 
not  have.  The  protection  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to  offer  to 
these  poor  g^rls  was  of  a  shadowy  and 
nebulous  character.  The  House  now 
had  a  great  opportunity  of  securing  a 
reform,  the  fruits  of  which  might  be 
reaped  in  the  lifetime  of  many  of  them. 
As  there  was  an  opportunity  so  was 
there  a  corresponding  responsibility,  and 
he  appealed  to  hon.  Members  to  realise 
their  responsibility,  and  to  remember 
that  the  young  girls  in  whose  interests 
they  were  asked  to  legislate  were  the 
mothers  of  future  generations  of 
Englishmen  on  whose  shoulders  would 
devolve  the  destinies  of  this  great  Empire. 

Sm  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University)  agreed  that  there  was  an 
overwhelming  weight  of  testimony  in 
favour  of  the  total  prohibition  of  street 
trading  by  young  girls  in  the  crowded 
streets  of  cities,  and  particularly  in  the 
Metropolis.  But  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  giving  effect  to  that  opinion 
were  placed  by  the  present  Amendment 
in  an  extremelydifficult  position,  because 
the  clause  as  it  stood  at  present  was  in 
the  wrong  place  in  the  Bill.  The  only 
effect  of  the  clause  as  it  stood  would  be 
rather  to  discourage  the  making  of  any 
by-laws  at  all  relating  to  street  trading. 
If  a  local  authority  thought  fit  to  make 
no  by-laws  girls  as  well  as  boys  might 
still  trade  in  the  streets ;  but  if  they 
wished  to  make  by-laws  the  effect  of 
this  clause  was  to  compel  them  to  make 
by-laws  excluding  young  girls  from 
trading  in  the  streets.  That  might  very 
well  discourage  some  local  authorities 
from  acting.  He  thought  that  they 
would  all  assent  to  take  this  sub-section 
out  of  Clause  2,  and  when  that  had  been 
done  they  could  put  it  in  its  proper 
position.  It  was  mischievous  rather 
than  useful  in  its  present  position  and 
did  not  carry  out  the  desire  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Berwickshire.  The  sub- 
stitution which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  would  do  no  harm,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
do  much  good ;  it  was  one  of  those 
benevolent  aspirations  after  better  things 
which  sometimes  found  their  way  into 
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ActB  of  Parliament,  but  which  had  no 
force  of  law  and  did  not  very  much 
improve  matters.  What  really  ought 
to  be  done  would  be  to  insert  some 
provision  in  ClauseS  (General Restrictions 
on  Employment  of  Children).  There 
stood  upon  the  Paper  one  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire 
which  he  would  have  been  disposed  to 
vote  for,  and  if  the  hon.  Member  would 
move,  as  a  sub-section  to  Clause  3,  that 
no  girl  under  sixteen  should  be  allowed 
to  trade  in  the  streets,  except  in  accord- 
ance with  a  special  by-law  passed  by 
the  local  authority,  he  would  support 
him. 

*iMr.  TENNANT  :  On  a  point  of  order. 
If  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Oentle 
man  now  under  consideration  is  carried, 
would  it  be  in  order  for  me  to  move  this 
in  Clause  3  as  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  "i 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  Clause  2  stands 
as  it  is  now,  or  if  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  under  con- 
sideration is  carried,  the  House  will  have 
a£firmed  that  under  certain  circum- 
stances street  trading  by  girls  under  16 
is  legal,  and  therefore  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  to 
Clause  3  would  be  out  of  order. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  But  if  the  House 
were  to  omit  Sub-section  2  as  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  other  words 
could  be  put  in,  and  then  it  would  be  open 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  move  them  on 
Clause  3. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Yes,  if  the  Question 
"that  these  words  stand  part  of  the 
clause  "  is  decided  in  the  negative,  and  if 
also  the  proposal  of  the  Home  Secretary 
is  negatived,  then  it  will  be  open  to  the 
hon.  Member  to  move  his  Amendment  on 
Clause  3. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  said  he  would 
strongly  urge  the  Home  Secretary  to  allow 
the  words  here  proposed  to  be  omitted  to 
be  negatived,  and  not  to  press  for  the 
insertion  of  the  words  which  had  been 
proposed,  so  that  it  would  be  open  to 
them  on  Clause  3  to  insert  a  sub-section 
dealing  with  the  matter.  He  should  be 
most  favourable  to  the  entire  prohibition 

Sir  John  Gorst. 


of  street  trading  on  the  part  of  young 
girls,  provided  that  such  prohibitimi  were 
confined  to  streets  in  populous  plaees. 
He  thought  there  would  be  considerable 
danger  in  making  the  prohibition  so  wide 
that  it  would  include  the  case  of  girls  in 
country  towns  who  sold  milk,  or  flowers, 
or  fruit  in  the  market  place,  a  kind  of 
trading  to  which  there  was  not  only  no 
objection,  but  which  he  could  conceive  to 
be  an  extremely  desirable  employment 
for  children  on  Saturday  afternoons. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  hoped 
the  Grovemment  would  settle  this 
matter  now,  because  the  proposition  now 
was  to  put  it  on  to  the  next  clause 
where  the  provision  was  a  statutory 
one.  He  heartily  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  with  regard  to  the  necessary 
employment  in  country  districts  of  girU 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  but  the  Home 
Secretary  had  met  that  point  in  the 
Bill  in  a  manner  in  which  it  could  not 
possibly  be  met  in  any  other  way.  They 
all  sympathised  with  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berwick,  but  they  must  be  careful, 
lest  in  aiming  at  perfection  in  one 
locality  they  inflicted  hardship  up- 
on other  localities.  The  vice  and 
difficulty  of  the  Bill  was  that  while  a 
part  of  it  referred  to  the  big  to»n» 
other  parts  referred  to  the  country 
outside  the  big  towns,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  unless  they  were  very  careful 
they  would  injure  the  rural  districts 
where  numbers  of  girls  were  engaged 
in  selling  milk  or  vegetables.  From 
the  wide  character  of  the  definition 
clause,  every  girl  under  fifteen  might 
be  shut  out  from  em]doyment,  and, 
owing  to  the  penalties  placed  upon 
employers,  this  would  practically  prevent 
their  employment  in  agricultunJ  dis- 
tricts. In  that  way  they  would  be 
harassing  and  persecuting  the  poor 
people  in  country  districts  whose  con- 
dition they  would  Kke  to  see  improved, 
but  they  must  take  thuigs  as  tbey 
were  and  treat  them  as  they  were.  [An 
Opposition  Mkmbkr  :  And  let  them  re- 
main as  they  are.]  No,  the  Gentleman 
who  said  that  had  apparently  not  had  so 
much  experience  of  the  country  districts 
as  he  possessed.  In  some  districts  they 
saw  children  under  sixteen  selhng  pro- 
grammes ;  in  others,  children  of  from 
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tirdve  to  thirteen  oflfering  books  about 
the  birthplace  of  Shakespeare  —  poor 
children,  taking  home  a  few  pence  to 
the  household.  Were  they  going  to  put 
an  end  to  that?  Well,  he  wodd  not 
He  knew  what  value  a  penny  or  two- 
pence was  to  a  poor  family.  He  ad- 
vised the  House  not  to  try,  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  override  the  miserable 
exigencies  of  poverty. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.)  said  he 
did  not  propose  to  follow  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  into  the  many  topics  on  which 
he  had  descanted.  At  one  period,  in- 
deed, the  right  hon.  Grentleman  appeared 
to  him  to  approach  perilously  near  to  the 
one  prohibited  topic,  the  topic  which  was 
apparently  in  everybody's  thoughts,  but 
to  which  they  were  not  allowed  in  that 
House  to  make  more  than  the  vaguest 
reference. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  Do  not 
make  fun  of  a  serious  subject. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  wished  to 
reinforce  the  appeal  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  University 
— that  at  this  stage  they  should  deal 
only  with  that  part  of  the  Amendment 
which,  he  thought,  would  have  universal 
assent — the  proposal,  namely,  to  omit 
these  three  lines,  and  that  they  should 
leave  over  till  the  third  clause  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  prohibition  of  this  kind 
of  labour  and  the  conditions  attaching  to 
that  prohibition.  He  made  that  appeal 
in  no  contentious  spirit,  because  he 
could  not  see  that  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  would  have  any  practical 
effect  whatever.  To  say  that  the  local 
authority  in  making  by-laws  should  have 
special  regard  to  this  thing  or  that  thing 
was  merely  to  offer  a  kind  of  Parliamen- 
tary advice  for  which  there  was  no 
sanction,  which  every  local  authority 
was  perfectly  entitled  to  disregard,  and 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  believe 
local  authorities  would  feel  themselves 
in  any  way  constrained  to  follow.  It 
was  surely  better  to  deal  with  the  matter 
by  laying  down  a  general  rule  applicable 
to  the  country  at  large,  and  by  then 
considering,  as  he  himself  was  prepared 
to  consider  with  a  thoroughly  open  mind, 
whether  or  not  certain  relaxations  should 
be  introduced  in    order  to  give    local 


option  to  particular  places  in  the  matter' 
of  exemptions  of  particular  trades.  He- 
therefore  strongly  appealed  to  the  Home 
Secretary  to  be  content  for  the  moment 
with  the  omission  of  these  lines  and  to- 
leave  the  general  discussion  over  till  the^ 
third  clause. 

*Me.  COCHRANE  said  his  right  hon 
friend  proposed  that  the  decision  should* 
be  taken  on  the  present  Amendment^, 
for  an  obvious  reason.  Section  3  made 
certain  provisions  compulsory  on  th» 
whole  country,  but  the  framing  of  by- 
laws by  the  local  authority  had  now  been 
made  optional.  As  the  Bill  at  present 
stood,  they  had  a  general  enactment 
that  no  giri  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  should  be  allowed  to  trade  in  the- 
streets.  Now  it  would  very  likely  happen- 
that  just  those  local  authorities  within 
whose  area  such  trading  was  no  evil- 
at  all,  and  who  would  wish  to  make 
an  exception  in  favour  of  it,  would 
have  taken  no  steps  to  frame  any- 
by-laws,  and  would  have  to  draw  up  » 
complete  set  for  this  particular  purpose. 
Therefore,  his  right  hon.  friend  con- 
sidered that  the  present  was  the  righti 
occasion  on  which  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  general  question.  What  was  the- 
real  point  at  issue  1  They  all  agreed 
that  street  trading  was  undesirable,  but 
that  was  as  far  as  they  liked  to  go. 
After  all,  many  of  these  girls  had  to- 
earn  their  own  living,  and  he  entirely 
disputed  the  contention  that  in  every 
case  street  trading  was  undesirable.. 
In  many  cases  these  girls  were  ex- 
ceedingly respectable.  Were  they  to 
make  it  impossible  for  a  girl  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  to  assist  her 
mother  in  keeping  a  fruit  stall  in  the 
street  1  He  asked  the  House  to  consider 
what  they  were  doing.  What  t  hey  rea'ly 
desired  was  to  prevent  these  girls  from 
engaging  in  street  trading  as  a  cover  <  o^ 
something  evil— walking  about,  for  in- 
stance, in  docks  or  public  places  in  the 
great  cities  where  it  was  obviously  un- 
desirable that  girls  should  be  engaged  in- 
trading  or  should  be  able  to  make  their 
trading  an  excuse  for  going  to.  They 
could  not  lay  down  a  general  provision 
to  deal  with  the  question — they  must  iui 
these  cases  leave  the  matter  to  the  local 
authorities,  who  understood  thesituation. 
There   was    something    to    be    said    av 
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regards  girls  under  eighteen  years  of 
-age.  but  girls  under  sixteen  were 
-already  ven^  stringently  protected  by  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act.  He 
4id  not  want  to  labour  the  point, 
AS  it  was  one  upon  which  most  people 
had  already  made  up  their  minds.  The 
plain  fact  he  desireid  to  point  out  was 
that  they  must  leave  it  to  the  local 
authority  to  make  by-laws  restricting 
the  power  of  these  girls  to  engage  in 
street  trading. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Batteraea)  said 
If  the  Home  Secretary  had  taken  the 
Advice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University 
the  House  of  Commons  might  have  had 
Aa  opportunity  for  legislating  to-day  for 
the  overwhelming  bulk  of  cases  of  street 
trading.  They  might  have  ruled  out 
the  very  few  instances  of  rural  trading 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordesle^ 
had  in  his  mind  when  he  made  his 
eloquent  but  irrelevant  speech,  but  the 
Home  Office  had  decided  not  to  adopt  the 
sensible  course,  and  the  result  was  that 
while  the  House  of  Commons  was  ex- 
tremelyanxious.aswasshownbythe  voting 
upon  this  Bill  when  it  was  before  theGrrand 
Committee,  to  prohibit  altogether  street 
trading  for  girls  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  they  were  denied  the  opportunity  of 
■doing  so.  In  this  case  they  were  going 
to  give  local  option  to  the  local  authority 
to  make  by-laws ;  they  were  going  to  give 
local  authorities  under  this  BiU  power 
which  had  been  denied  to  them  in  the 
matter  of  regulating  half-time  labour 
which  was  made  universal,  and  in  the 
matter  of  the  factories  which  was  also 
made  universal.  This  ought  not  to  be 
left  to  the  local  option.  This  Bill  ought  to 
be  made  universal  to  save  these  children 
from  temptation  in  the  streets,  factories, 
•or  workshops.  The  speech  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  sup- 
ported that  <view,  because  he  had  stated 
that  all  street  trading  was  undesirable  for 
girls  of  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
the  reasons  which  underlay  that  speech 
were  reasons  that  should  compel  the 
House  to  provide  means  of  preventing  it. 
The  hon.  Member  had  quoted  the  costers, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  costers,  the  fathers 
.and  mothers  sold  fruit  or  flowers  in  the 
streets,  and  possibly  the  big  brother 
rwas  there  also,  but  the  girl  was  at  home 

Mr.  Cochrane. 


looking  after  the  little  ones,  and  to  the 
coster's  credft  be  it  said  he  kept  her  there. 
They  would  not  find  a  coster  girl  in  the 
docks,  and  if  found  in  the  docks  she 
would  be  much  safer  there  than  selling 
fl  o  were  round  the  beautiful  statu  e  of  GUbert, 
or  in  Piccadilly  Circus  seUing  flowers 
and  listening  to  the  libidinous  conversa- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  who  purchased. 
He  could  not  help  being  a  London  boy, 
and  when  he  went  to  Victoria,  Charing 
Cross,  and  Liverpool  Street  stations,  ana 
saw  the  girls  subjected  to  these  tempta- 
tions, he  held  they  had  no  right  to 
allow  them  to  be  subjected  to  the  risk 
of  them.  What  was  that  risk  t  He 
would  quote  the  chief  constable  of 
Birmingham.  HewouldgotoBirmingham 
for  his  facts,  and  would  quote  the 
chief  constable  of  Birmingham  becaute 
he  knew  more  about  this  case 
than  all  the  House  of  Commons  put 
together.  His  duty  took  him  into  the 
streets  night  and  day,  and  he  had  great 
sympathy  for  these  girls.  He  said  of 
the  713  boys  and  girls  who  were  found 
selling  in  the  streets  in  March,  1901,  two- 
thirds  of  the  entire  number  had  been 
prosecuted  for  various  offences;  thst 
115  had  been  prosecuted  for  felon;, 
and  185  for  gam  cling.  That  reflected  a 
picture  of  street  trading  which  oughttobe 
rendered  impossible  between  this  and 
ten  years  hence.  The  Chief  Constable 
of  Nottingham  was  of  opinion  that  girk 
under  sixteen  should  be  prohibited  from 
trading  in  the  streets  at  all,  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bordesley  thought  that  if 
that  was  made  compulsory,  injustice 
would  be  done  in  a  few  cases.  If  there 
was  one  class  of  labour  which  had  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  better  and 
more  moral  work  and  more  highly 
remunerative  work  than  any  other,  it 
was  girls  between  fourteen  and  eighteoi, 
as  was  shown  by  the  great  dearth  in 
domestic  service,  in  caf^  and  restaurant 
service,  and  in  factory  work.  There 
was  no  argument  to  be  applied  in 
support  of  the  few  trades  touched  upn 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordesley  except 
the  view  that  there  was  a  disposition  in 
the  House  of  Commons  to  over-legislate 
for  certain  classes  of  people.  He  could 
understand  that  argument  being  applied 
to  the  case  of  adult  men  and  women  in 
certain  circumstances,  but  these  children 
were    absolutely   defenceless    and  were 
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subjected  to  temptations  to  which  they 
had  DO  right  to  be  subjected.  He  re- 
presented a  district,  mainly  working- 
class,  of  which  a  large  number  were 
street  traders,  both  men  and  women, 
and  he  ventured  to  say  if  their  view 
were  expressed  in  this-  matter,  they 
would  vote  in  favour  of  girls  under 
sixteen  being  prohibited  from  street 
trading  altogether.  In  these  days, 
when  they  heard  so  much  of  the 
deterioration  in  the  physique  of  the 
people,  in  these  days  when  the 
House  of  Commons  was  sympathetically 
considering  how  the  future  men  and 
women  should  be  reared  under  better 
circumstances  than  the  present,  he  might 
suggest  that  the  best  way  to  get  healthy 
children  of  the  future  out  of  healthy 
mothers  was  to  save  the  girls  of  to-day — 
the  potential  mothers  of  the  future — from 
the  temptations  which  surrounded  them 
in  street  trading,  which  was  not  needed ; 
that  being  so,  they  should  prohibit 
it  for  girls  under  sixteen  years  of  age  as 
a  general  rule,  and  if  the  House  desired  to 
except  such  trades  as  the  sale  of  milk  and 
vegetables  in  the  villages  of  the  rural 
districts  they  could  do  so  by  another 
clause  in  the  Bill. 

*SiE  J.  STIRLING  MAXWELL 
(Glasgow,  College)  said  he  felt  very 
strongly  opposed  to  the  proposal  put  into 
this  Bill  by  the  Grand  Committee,  and 
was  glad  that  the  Government  had 
decided  to  take  it  oat.  It  struck  him 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
had  argued  his  case  entirely  from  the 
condition  of  things  in  London  and 
Birmingham,  and  while  he  listened  he 
could  not  help  wondering  why  the 
power  of  local  authorities  to  make  by- 
laws could  not  meet  this  case.  He  did 
not  think  that  local  authorities  would 
fail  to  deal  with  this  subject  if  they  had 
the  power  to  deal  with  it.  It  seemed  to 
him,  that  in  this  kind  of  legislation  there 
was  one  thing  they  overlooked.  The 
House  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that,  if 
they  overstepped  the  line  which  divided 
what  was  necessary  from  what  became 
tyrannical,  they  would  incur  the  danger 
of  bringing  the  whole  of  this  class  of 
legislation  into  discredit.  In  his  opinion 
this  provision  overstepped  that  line,  and 
therefore  he  should  vote  against  it. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  thought  there 
was  some  obscurity  of  view,  as  to  what 
was  street  trading.  He  doubted  whether 
the  deUvery  ot  milk  would  be  regarded 
as  coming  within  the  definition.  In  any 
case,  the  definition  was  confined  to  lar^^e 
towns  ["  Oh"] — and  there  was  no  reason 
why  taat  should  not  be  made  clear. 
All  were  agreed  that  there  was  more- 
objection  to  girls  trading  in  the  streets 
of  big  towns,  particularly  at  night,  and 
he  would  suggest  the  adoption  of  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  that 
all  towns  of,  say,  over  20,000  inhabitants^ 
should  be  scheduled  as  places  in  which 
such  trading  was  prohibited.  In  small 
towns  and  villages  the  force  of  public 
opinion  was  more  direct,  and  there  were 
not  the  dangers  that  undoubtedly 
attended  such  trading  in  populous 
centres.  The  testimony  from  all  the 
large  towns  was  in  favour  of  prohibition, 
and  he  hoped  that,  before  thw  reached 
Clause  3,  some  agreement  would  be  come 
to  by  which  licences  would  be  forbidden 
to  girls  under  sixteen  in  towns  of  over 
20.000  inhabitants. 


Mr.  SEFJjY  (Lincoln)  said  the  House 
were  practically  agreed  that  street 
trading  by  girls  under  sixteen  should  be 
stopped  in  the  big  towns,  but  that  to 
prohibit  it  in  smaller  places  might  cause 
a  certain  amount  of  hardship.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  suggested  that 
the  clause  should  be  dropped,  and  thfr 
Amendment  of  the  Home  Secretary  not 
inserted.  It  was  said  that  the  provision 
was  intended  as  a  finger-poet  for  the 
local  authorities.  He  was  not  in  favour 
of  finger-posts  in  Acts  of  Parliament, 
and  the  voting  on  this  clause  would 
probably  act  as  a  finger-post  in  the 
wrong  direction.  If  the  clause  were  now 
omitted,  provision  could  be  made  in 
Clause  3  for  permitting,  under  proper 
safeguards,  street  trading  by  girls  under 
sixteen. 


Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  regretted 
the  Home  Secretary  would  not  allow 
this  matter  to  be  discussed  on 
Clause  3,  as  it  was  really  a- 
question  of  whether  or  not  there  should, 
be  absolute  prohibition.  Whatever 
limitations  were  [necessary  or  desirable- 
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•could  be  impoeed  upon  the  general  re 
.  gtriction,  and  the  case  of  the  small  towns 
-or  rural  districts  would  thus  be  met. 
By  universal  consent,  street  trading 
was  a  dangerous  course  of  life  for 
children  to  follow;  it  prevented 
them  getting  regular  occupation,  it 
cultivated  habits  of  carelessness  and 
idleness,  and  it  contributed  annually  a 
large  proportion  of  the  juvenile  oiTenders 
who  were  convicted.  PrimA  facie,  there- 
fore, street  trading  was  a  pursuit  which 
should  be  discouraged.  This  was  a 
matter  in  which  the  House  ought  to  be 
influenced  largely  by  the  weight  of  the 
.authorities  who  knew  the  actual  condition 
of  things  with  regard  to  the  dangers  and 
temptations  which  beset  these  duldren, 
and,  going  by  their  opinion,  he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  introduce  something 
more  stringent  than  the  timorous  advice 
which  this  Amendment  would  give  to  the 
local  authorities. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  suggestion  that  they  should 
postpone  the  discussion  on  this  question 
■■  until  Clause  3.  To  do  so  would  be  to 
entirely  upset  the  principle  on  which  the 
Bill  proceeded.  He  had  pointed  out, 
over  and  over  again,  the  object  and  the 
value  of  the  voluntary  principle,  and 
he  must  oppose  the  suggestion  that  this 
point  should  be  made  compulsory  and  be 
dealt  with  in  Clause  3.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  the  local  authorities  would  fail 
to  make  proper  by-laws,  and  those 
authorities  knew  best  what  was  good  for 
the  children  in  their  districts.  He  could 
not  therefore  accede  to  the  appeal  made 
■to  him  on  general  grounds.  If  he 
•  did  so  they  would  only  have  a  longer  dis- 
cussion on  the  point  on  Clause  3,  and 
probably  lose  all  chance  of  passing  the  Bill 
'.this  session. 


*Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  said 
that  inasmuch  as  Clause  3  was  man- 
datory, the  present  point  was  the 
place  in  which  any  provision  such 
as  that  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  should  be  inserted.  He  be- 
lieved the  Government  desired  to  go  as 
far  as  they  could  in  the  direction  of 
preventing  street  trading  by  childnn 
without  inflicting  the  hardships  to  which 
reference  had  been  made.  He  suggested 
the  insertion  of  words  to  the  effect  that 
"  no  licence  for  street  trading  shall  be 
granted  to  girls  under  sixteen  years  oi 
age  unless  the  exceptional  conditions  of 
the  locality  seem  to  require  it." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL" 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  thought  the  words 
"streets  or  public  places"  were  much 
preferable  to  the  words  "  places  or  condi 
tions  prejudicial  to  moraUty,"  and  lie 
moved  their  substitution. 

*Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  tbt 
being  anxious  to  get  on  with  the  BUI, 
he  would  accept  the  Amendment. 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill 
amended,  by  leaving  out  the  word$ 
"  places  or  under  conditions  prejudidai 
to  morality,"  and  inserting  the  words 
"streets  or  public  places." — {Dr.  Mat- 
namara.) 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  as 
amended,  be  there  inserted  in  the  HIL" 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  178; 
Noes,  98.     (Division  List  No.  138.) 


.Agg-Gardner,  James  T3nitn 
Amold-Fonter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  Qeorge  Al«xand*r 
Balcarres,  Lord 
'Balfonr,Rt.Hon.AJ.(il/ancAV 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  [Ohnttch 
BanbniT,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
Cignolo,  Arthur 
Blundell,  ColonelHenry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Ck>l.  H.  F.  [Middletex) 
Soil,  WiUiam  James 

Mr.  Bryce. 


A\E8. 

Baxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Campbell,Kt.Hn.J.A.  {Glasg.) 
Campbell,  J.  KM{DubUn  Uriiv. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish.V.  C.  W.  [Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  [Aston  Sfanor) 
Chaniberlaui,Rt.Hn.JA.  Wore 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
CUve,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hn.ThoR.  H.  A.  E. 
CoddingtMi,  Sir  WiUiam 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Lonis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 


'  CoIombiSirJohnCharlesReadj 
'  Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
I  Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucm 
'  Corbett,  T.  L.  {Dovm,  lforA[ 
']  Craig,Charle8Carti8(.4»i*t">* 
I  Cranborne,  Viscount 

Cripps,  Cbarles  Mbtd 
I  Ciossley,  Sir  Kavile 
I  Dahymple,  ^  Cbailas 
I  Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
I  Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 

Dorington.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E- 
'  Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Aken 
■  Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
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£Uiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralidi  Douglw 
Fardril,  Sir  T.  Q«orge 
Felloww,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Feqg:iMM>n,Itt  Hn.Sir  J.  (lian'r 
Ffreoch,  Pet«r 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Banaatyne 
Firbuik,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fitaroy,  Hon.  Edtr.  Algenuw 
FUuinery,  Sir  Forteacae 
Floww,  Ernest 
Fonter,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gnlloway,  William  Johnson 
Oardner,  Ernest 
'Garfit,  William 
CliMw,HnA.Q.H((7«<y  of  Land 
Oodaon,  Sir  AngwtiM  Fredk. 
<^ordon,UnJ.  ^{Elginand  N'm 
Oordoo,  J.{Londonderty,8.) 
<iore,HnG.K.C.Ormsby-(Soiop 
Oore,  Hn.  S.  F.Onnsl^-  {Line 
Uoscbeo.  Hon.  Geo.  Joaahim 
Gonldine,  Edmrd  Alfred 
Orant,  Cwrrie 
GroTes,  Jamea  Qrimble 
OiMBt,  Hon.  Ivor  Cbnrcbill 
Otmter,  Sir  Robert 
'H.-ilaey,  Rt.  Hon.  Tbomaa  P. 
HamiHoa,  Marq.  of  {Londondy 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatdi,  Ernest  Frederick  Q. 
Healy,  Kmothy  Michael 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robeit  T. 
IQickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogg,  Lindaay 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Soolt,  Joxeph. 
Hnttoo,  John  {Torht,  N.S.\ 
-Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverlioiise 
Kennairay,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Xanrie,  Lieut. -Genera] 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glatgow 
LawvNtoe,  Sir  Joa.  {Monm'th) 
Xawson,  JohnGrant{  Yorks.  NR 
Leea,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Xegg«,  Ool.  Hon.  Heneag* 
Leveson-  Grower.PrederickN.  S. 


{3  July  1903} 

Loder,  G«nld  Walter  Erakina 
Long,  Ool.  C!has.  yf.(BveAam 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Brittol,  8. 
Looadale,  Jotw  Brownlea 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lacas,  Col.  Francis  (LowtUoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (PorUmouUt) 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M' Arthur,  cnarlea  (L^rpodt) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Hajendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
MaxweU,RtHnSirH.  E  { Wigt'n 
Max  well,  W.J.  H.  (Dumfnetsh. 
Meysey-Thompaon,  Sir  E.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (fiumley) 
Moore,  William  {AfUrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropthire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  {Mmm'iKth,) 
Morrell,  (Jeorge  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Six  Robt.  Oxay  C. 
Martay,RtHnA.Graham(!Hu<e 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Myen,  William  Henr« 
Nolan,  Col.  John  P.  ( Gaitoai/Jf 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N.) 
CDoherty,  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charlea  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Petoy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgina,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  B. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretynian,  Ernest  George 
Purvis.  Robot 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Basoh,  Major  Frederic  Cams 
Ratolifif,  R.  F. 

Battigan,  Sir  WilUam  Henry 
Redmond,  William  (Glare) 
Reid,  Jamea  (Oreenock) 
Remnant,  Jaa.  Farqnharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
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Ridley.Hon.  M.  W(5to/y&rW</e 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Oreeti) 
Ritohie,RtHon  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertaon,  H.  {Baetney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rollestott,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Bt.  Hon.  James 
Boyds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Rutherford,  John  (Laneaahire 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoute) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B.) 
Smith,Jame8Parker  (Lanarki. 
Spear.  Jolm  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somertet) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strat^ey,  Sir  Edward 
Stroyan,  John 

Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlsy 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tayl(»,  AusUn  (Bast  Toxteth) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Tully,  Jasper 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt-ColA.  C.  E.  ( Taunton 
Whitmoce,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilaon,  A.  S.  (Fori,  B.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.'E.R.(£a<A 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 

Tellers  fob  the  Arcs — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruthert 


Abraham,  WilKam  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  Sir  William  {OoMUad) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Aaquith,  Rt  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
3agot,  Gapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Bdinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Biyoe,  Right  H(m.  James 
Boms,  John 
■Caldwell,  James 
-Campbell-Bannwman,   Six  H 
Channing,  Francis  AOstoo 
'Coghin   Douglas  Harrr 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Crombie,  John  William 
VtoM,  Alexander  {Olasgom\ 
Dalsial,  Jamea  Heniy 
Daviea,  Alfred  (Carmarthen 
I>aTie8,M.Vanghan-(Car(^i^an) 
DiUon,  Jdm 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


NOES. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastinga 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (liaiditOTie) 
Farqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  {Leith 
Fitranaurice,  Lord  Edmood 
Flrnn,  Jamea  Christo^er 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fnmess,  Sir  Christo^ier 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gkiddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon.  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hannsworili,  R.  Ledoester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Ghsorge 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Sh^.,  Btside) 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 


Jones,  DavidBrynmor(5ufan«ea 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Lambert,  George 
Law,  H.  Alex.  {Donegal,  W.) 
LawMon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseidi 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lough,  Tliomaa 
Lnndon,  W. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,    Arthur    Basil 
Mitchell, Edw.  (Fermanagh,N. 
Morley,  Charles  (BreeontMre) 
Moulton,  John  Fletoiher 
Mnmaghan,  George 
Newnes,  Sir  Oecog* 
O'KeUy.  Conor  Qlayo,  N.) 
(yShanghneasy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  W.  Pike  (DairKngUm) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
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Reid,SirR.  Threshie  (Dumfries 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Bisfg,  Bioluurd 
KoDertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Boe,  Sir  ThomM 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sohiraiin,  Charlea  E. 
Sady,  Chaa.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sbaw,  Charles  E.  iStaforctf 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
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Sinclair,  John  {Forfarthini) 

SuUivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Radcliffe 

Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 

Thomp80n,DrE.O(  AfomwA'n  N 

Thomson,  P.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 

TreTelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Tritton,  Charlea  Emeat 

Wallace.  Bobert 

Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 

Wa8on,JohnCathcart{0rATi«y) 
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Weir,  James  GaUowaj 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whittakar,  Thomaa  Palmer 
WOaoB,  Cbaa.  E.  (EuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  Jdbn  (Durkam,  Itii) 
Tounffsr,  William 
ToxaU,  James  Heniy 

Tkixbrs  for  thx  Non- 
Sir  John  Grorst  and  Mr. 
Tennant. 


Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Clause  3. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
7." — (Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
of  the  sub-section,  to  the  word '  shall,'  in 
line  35,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

De.  MAGNAMARA  said  he  hoped  the 
Home  Secretary  would  agree  to  leave  in 
those  words  and  insert  some  modification 
in  the  sub-section  which  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  House.  After  a  child  under 
fourteen  had  been  at  school  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  hours  a  week,  it  ought 
not  before  and  after  school  hours  to  be 
allowed  to  work  more  than  twenty-five 
hours  a  week.  One-third  of  the  children 
who  worked  out  of  school  were  employed 
for  more  than  twenty-five  hours  a  week. 
He  was  prepared  to  modify  the  sub- 
section in  order  to  provide  that  it 
should  not  apply  to  children  who  worked 
in  a  factory  or  workshop,  because  their 
case  was  met  by  other  legisUtion. 

*Mr.  AKERS  DODGLAS  said  the  ob- 
jection to  this  sub-section  was  that  it 
had  been  found  impossible  to  carry  out 
a  similar  regulation  in  the  administration 
of  the  Factory  Acts,  because  a  weekly 
limit  of  hours  could  not  be  enforced. 
Also  the  limit  of  twenty-five  hours 
would  interfere  with  work  under  the 
Factory  Act,  as  the  half-timers  worked 
from  twenty-seven  to  twenty-eight 
hours,  and,  in  some  cases,  thirty  hours 
one  week  and  twenty-five  hours 
the  next.  Moreover,  he  was  informed 
not  only  by  agriculturists,  but  also 
by  the  Agriculture  Department,  that  this 
sub-section  would  have  a  serious  effect 
in      the      agricultural     industry.      He 


thought  the   best  course  would    be  to 
omit  the  whole  sub-section. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
setshire, S.)  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of 
Sub-clause  1  the  words,  "  provided  it  is 
proved  that  such  person  is  aware  of  tii« 
age  of  such  child."  He  said  he  wished 
to  safeguard  persons  who  employed 
children  who  were  apparently  OTer 
sixteen  years  of  age,  but,  in  fact,  under 
sixteen.  Very  often  a  boy  who  might 
look  sixteen  years  of  age  was  often  not 
more  than  thirteen  or  fourteen-  In 
case  a  farmer  employed  a  boy  upon  the 
statement  of  his  father  or  mother  or 
guardian  that  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  that  farmer  ought  not  to  run  the 
risk  of  the  penalties  proposed  by  this 
section.  He  was  very  anxious  to  see 
the  Act  put  into  force,  but  innocent 
peo{de  should  not  be  fined  in  this 
manner,  and  the  consequence  of  this 
course  would  be  that  local  authorities 
would  refuse  to  put  the  Act  into  opersr 
tion.  He  thought  there  would  be  the 
greatest  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
English  County  Councils  to  put  this  Act 
into  force  unless  it  was  made  clear  that 
those  employing  children  on  the  strength 
of  the  statement  of  their  parents  or 
guardians  ran  no  risk  at  all.  At  the 
present  time  there  was  great  difficultj 
in  the  way  of  getting  children  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  if 
they  put; more  restrictions  in  the  way 
of  people  employing  those  children  the 
difiBoulty  would  be  increased.  With  the 
view  of  making  the  Act  work  more 
smoothly,  he  begged  to  move  his  Amend- 
ment. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  3,  line  23,  at  the  end  of  Sub- 
section (1),  to  insert  the  word*  '  Provided  that 
it  is  proved  that  such  person  was  aware  of 
the  Age  of  such  child.'"  —  (5»f  Edward 
atracney.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  the 
Amendment  had  only  just  been  placed 
in  his  hands,  but  as  far  as  he  had  been 
able  to  consider  it,  he  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary.  It  had  not  been  found 
necessary  in  other  Acts,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  an  exception  should  be  made  in 
the  present  Act.  He  would,  however, 
consult  with  his  experts,  and  if  it  was 
necessary,  and  not  exceptional,  he  would 
consider  its  insertion  in  another  place. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  it  was  not 
necessary. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  said  he 
would  accept  the  assurance  given  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  he  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  the  pro- 

Cl  contained  in  Sub-section  2  might 
poor  people  whose  children  were 
at  work  during  the  day  into  a  great 
deal  of  trouble.  He  wished  to 
restore  the  words  which  appeared 
when  the  Bill  was  first  drafted.  It 
was  not  advisable  to  mix  up  the  crime 
of  work  with  the  crime  o,f  cruelty  or 
bad  treatment.  This  was  quite  a 
different  offence  to  that  of  parents  being 
cha]:;ged  with  cruelly  neglecting  their 
children. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  BiU. 

"  In  page  3,  line  25,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  sixteen,'  to  the  word  '  be '  in  line  27, 
and  insert  the  words  'causes  or  knowingly 
permits  a  child  to  be  so  employed.' — {Mr. 
Jette  CoUiiigt.) — instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

*Mr.    AKEBS  DOUGLAS   said   the 
effect  of   this  Amendment^  would    be 
VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series,] 


I  practically  to  restore  the  clause  to  its 
original  form.    The  clause  was  amended 

'  in  this  way  after  considerable  discussion, 

I  and  as  it  stood  it  was  more  effective, 
and  in  substance  differed  very  little  from 

I  the  word,  suggested'  by  his   right  hon. 

'  friend. 

Mb.  GALLOWAY  thought  the  Home 
Secretary  might  agree  to  insert  the 
word  "  knowingly,"  which  was  originally 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  that  in 
order  not  to  take  up  further  time  he 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  the 
next  Amendment  standing  in  his  name 
on  the  Paper  was  merely  a  drafting 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  27,  after  the  word  'liable' 
to  insert  the  words '  on  summary  conviction. ' " — 
(Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  moved  to 
leave  out  Sub-section  4,  which  provided 
that  in  lieu  of  ordering  a  child  to  be 
sent  to  an  industrial  school  the  Court 
might  order  the  child  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  charge  or  control  of  the  person  who 
actually  had  the  control  or  charge  of 
the  child,  and  committed  to  the  care  of 
some  fit  person  who  was  willing  to 
undertake  the  same  until  the  child 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Here  it  was  proposed  to  take  a  child 
out  of  the  control  of  the  parent 
and  send  it  to  some  other  person  to 
take  care  of  it.  That  meant  that  if 
children  violated  the  by-laws  connected 
with  work  the  parents  were  liable  to 
lose  them.  That  was  a  very  strong 
order.  A  Departmental  Committee  had 
already  reported  that  interference 
between  parent  and  child  for  anything 
short  of  cruelty  would  produce  worse 
evils  than  those  it  attempted  to  remedy. 
For  cruelty  and  bad  treatment  they  had 
ample  provision  already  under  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Acts, 
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and  therefore  this  provision  waa  abso- 
lutely unnecessary.  Having  r^ard  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  power  to  send  the 
child  to  an  industrial  school,  which  was, 
in  his  ojanion,  a  strong  enough  power, 
he  did  not  think  4he  additional  provision 
was  at  all  necessary.  It  was  an  inter- 
ference with  parental  authority  which 
this  House  ought  not  to  sanction,  and 
he  would  ask  the  Government  whether 
they  were  not  creating  fresh  crimes 
rather  rapidly.  Although  the  surround 
ings  of  some  of  the  poor  people  were  not 
what  they  ought  to  be  they  did  their 
best.  Fancy  a  charwoman  going  out  to 
work,  and  upon  returning  home  finding 
her  child  taken  away  from  her  and  sent  to 
someone  else  to  look  after,  and  she  would 
be  obliged  to  pay  so  much  a  week  towards 
its  maintenanre  !  If  a  parent  thrashed 
or  starved  a  child  they  had  ample  power 
to  deal  with  the  offence  under  the 
Cruelty  to  Children  Acts,  but  if  a  parent 
broke  a  by-law  through  letting  a  child 
go  to  work  it  was  not  the  same  kind  of 
crime,  and  ought  not  to  be  punishable 
in  any  circumstances  by  depriving 
parents  of  their  children. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  3,  line  34,  leave  out  Sab-section 
{4)."— {Mr.  Jeate  CoUings.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word* 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  provided,'  in  line  40,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 


*Mb.  COGHBANE  replied  that  this 

f revision,  which  was  inserted  in  Grand 
ommittee,  created  no  new  crime.  A 
child  was  often  more  offended  against 
than  offending,  [and  all  the  sub-section 
did  was  to  give  power  to  the  magistrate, 
if  he  saw  fit,  to  place  the  child  in  the 
care  of  an  uncle  or  aunt,  sister  or  grand- 
father, if  such  person  was  wilUng  to 
undertake  the  charge,  instead  of  com- 
mitting the  child  to  an  industrial  school. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 
Government  to  introduce  similar  proceed- 
ings into  the  houses  in  Belgravia.  He 
asked  permission  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Jesse  Callings. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Wftfi  3,  line  40,  to  leave  ont  the  worda 
'  Provided  that,'  and  insert  the  word  '  and.'  "— 
(Mr. Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  13,  at  end,  to  add  thewordt 
'  (2)  ^'liere  an  employer  is  chaived  with  an? 
offence  under  this  Act  he  sbalT  be  entitled, 
apon  information  duly  laid  by  him,  to  have 
any  other  person  whom  he  charges  as  Uie  actosl 
offender  brought  before  the  Court  at  the  timt 
appointed  for  nearing  the  charge,  and  if,  after 
the  commission  of  the  offence  has  been  proved, 
the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the  employer  bad 
used  due  diligence  tocomply  with  the  provisioni 
of  the  Act,  and  that  the  other  person  had  com- 
mitted the  offence  in  question  without  the 
emplover's  knowledge,  consent,  or  conniTanoe, 
the  other  person  shall  be  summarily  convicted 
of  the  offence  and  the  employer  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  any  fine.  (3)  When  it  is  made  to 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  an  inspector  er 
other  officer  charged  with  the  enforcement  of 
this  Act,  at  the  time  of  discovering  the  offence, 
that  the  employer  bad  used  all  one  dilizenee 
to  enforce  compliance  with  this  Act,  and  alio 
by  what  person  the  offence  had  been  committed 
and  also  that  it  had  been  committed  with- 
out the  knowledge,  consent,  or  connivance  of 
the  employer,  and  in  contravention  of  his  order, 
then  the  inspector  or  officer  shall  procetd 
against  the  person  whrm  he  believes  to  be  the 
actual  offender  in  the  first  instance  withoat 
first  proceeding  against  the  employer. ' " — (Sir 
Francis  Poweu. ) 


Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  7. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  moved  an 
Amendment  with  the  object  of  prevent- 
ing oflScers  of  the  local  authority  from 
entering  private  dwelling-houses.  He 
said  this  was  a  new  clause  which  *iu 
introduced  in  Grand  Committee,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  give  power 
to  any  police  officer  to  enter  any  poor 
man's  house  where  children  were  sus- 
pected of  being  at  work  at  a  time  when 
they  ought  not  to  be  employed.  That 
was  a  very  great  power  to  confer  on  a 
police  officer,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
very  hard  on  poor  people  in  this  country 
that  they  should  be  harassed  to  death, 
not  on  account  of  any  crime,  but  because, 
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perhaps,  they  might  be  keeping  their 
children  up  knitting  or  sewing.  If  he 
could  get  a  teller  he  would  tell  against 
"this  proposal  It  was  a  farce  in  these 
circumstances  to  call  a  poor  man's 
house  his  castle.  The  Prussians  had  a 
proverb  "  Poverty  is  no  crime,  but  it  is 
ten  times  worse."  This  coimtry  was 
tending  towards  the  adoption  of  that 
idea  in  its  legislation.  To  be  poor  was 
an  offence  in  the  eyes  of  some.  He  wished 
they  could  do  away  with  poverty  and  its 
«ad  incidents,  but,  while  they  had  it,  let 
them  not  turn  poverty  into  a  crime  or  ten 
times  worse.  They  would  never  propose 
•auch  legislation  for  the  dwellings  of  any 
other  class  of  people.     He  moved — 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  4,  line  17,  after  the  word  'place,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  not  bein<;  a  private 
-dweUing-hoa^e.'  "~(Mr.  Jense  Collings.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  He  entirely 
sympathised  with  the  view  of  the  hon. 
Qontleman  with  regard  to  a  man's  house 
being  his  castle,  but  what  were  they 
going  to  do  'i  Were  they  going  to  prevent 
an  oflScer  who  was  armed  with  a  magis- 
trate's warrant  from  entering  a  dwelling- 
house  where  the  Act  was  being  con- 
travened ? 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
was  a  specimen  of  legislation  Of  the 
grandmotherly  kind.  Apparently  the 
State  was  going  to  assume  the  entire 
responsibility  of  bringing  up  families. 
He  thought  legislation  of  this  kind  was 
entirely  contrary  to  the  general  opinion 
of  the  country.  Every  man  ought  to  be 
master  of  his  own  house,  and  so  long  as 
no  crime  was  being  committed  in  it  no 
one  should  have  a  right  to  go  into  the 
house  without  his  consent.  He  strongly 
deprecated  this  ridiculous  proposal,  and 
he  thought  the  Committee  should  set 
themselves  against  this  grandmotherly 
system. 

•Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  said  he 
quite  understood  the  attitude  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Bor- 
desley  Division,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man the  Member  for  Thanet.  They 
defended  the  right  of  an  Englishman 
to  do  as  he  pleased  in  his  own  house. 
That  claim  would  include  the  right  of  a 
man  to  thrash  his  wife,  to  starve  and 
sweat  his  children  and  sweat  other 
people's  children  in  his  own  house.  The 
supporters  of  the  Amendment  sympa- 
thised with  the  poor  no  doubt,  but  he 
did  not  believe  tnat  what  they  proposed 
was  an  intelligent  method  of  securing 
that  the  children  who  would  be  the  next 
generation  of  adults  should  not  be 
sweated.  He  was  very  glad  that  the 
Government  had  not  given  way  on  this 
matter. 

Mr.  galloway  said  if  the  previous 
Speaker  had  known  the  two  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  longer  he 
would  not  have  cast  aspersions  upon  them. 
The  Amendment  went  very  much  further 
than  he  thought  was  desirable.  It  would, 
in  fact,  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Act  where  it  was  well  known  offences 
were  being  committed.  He  asked  whether 
the  words  in  the  clause  were  the  best  that 
could  be  put  in  to  carry  out  the  object  in 
view.  He  was  sure  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government,  or  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary,  to  injure 
the  Bill,  but  the  words  seemed  to 
carry  the  matter  further  than  was  in- 
tended. While  there  should  be  absolute 
power  given  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Act,  he  did  not  think  every  local  authority 
should  get  power  to  obtain  from  a  magis- 
trate an  order  for  an  oflScer  to  enter  a 
dwelling  house  because  the  authority 
might  have  the  idea  that  the  law  was 
being  broken. 

Lord  EDMUND  FITZMAURICVj 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade)  said  if  the  hOn. 
Member  for  South-West  Manchest<?r 
had  been  longer  in  the  House  he 
would  not  have  been  guilty  of  the 
discourtesy  of  implying  that  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Radcliffe 
Division  had  cast  aspersions  on  the  Mem- 
l)ers  for  Thanet  and  Bordesley.  In 
former  years  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet  had  often  charged  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bordesley  with  supporting  grandmotherly 
legislation.  It  was  a  touching  spectacle 
— although  it  had  its  comic  side— to  see 
these  two  right  hon.  gentlemen  now 
sitting  together  on  the  same  side  of  the 
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House  reproaching  others  with  a  desire 
to  introduce  grandmotherly  legislation. 
With  regard  to  this  particular  Amend- 
ment the  Home  Secretary  had  pointed 
out  that  if  it  was  accepted  it  would 
destroy  the  value  of  the  Bill.  Clause  7 
was  one  on  which  the  whole  Bill  turned, 
and  if  the  Committee  refused  to  give 
power  to  have  the  warrant  of  a  magis- 
trate executed  inside  a  dwelling-house 
where  children  might  be  employed,  they 
would  reduce  the  whole  of  this  legislation 
to  an  absohjte  farce.     He  was  very  glad 


that  the  Home  Secretary  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  resist  this  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  ten  N  ant  said  there  were  three 
trades  which  were  carried  on  extensively 
in  the  home,  namely,  file  cutting,  match- 
box making  and  brush-making.  He 
should  certainly  support  the  clause  as  it 
stood. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayesi  15 ;  Noes, 
252.     (Division  List  No.  139.) 


AYES. 


Bond,  Edward 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 

Dorington,  Bt.  Eon.  Sir  J.  E. 

Flower,  EmeHt 

Heal^,  Timothy  Michael 

Hoi.e.  J.   F.   USheff.,  litside) 

Hotner,  Frederick  WiUiam 


Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Long,  Col.  Chat.  W.  {Evuham 
Lov^er,  Bt.  Hod.  Jae.  (ifend 
Nolan.Col.  J.  P.  (GcUway,  N.) 
Plnnunei,  Walter  B. 
Bobinson,  Brooke 
Tully,  Jaaper 


Whitmoce,  Charles  Algenoi 

TiLLIBS    FOE     Tire    AYB— 

Mr.    JofBO  Collings  and 
Mr.  Powell-Williams. 


NOES. 


AggGardner,  James  Tynte 
Allan,Sir  William  (Gateshead)  ' 
Atkinson,  Uight  Hon.  John      | 
fioio.  Colonel  James  Bobert      { 
Baird,  John  Qeorge  Alexander  I 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.J.(MaiKh'r  ' 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  tChrUtch  \ 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bfaownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry  ' 

liolton,  Thomaa  Dulling 
Bowles,  Col.  H.  F.  {Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.  G.  {Lunn  Regis)      \ 
Brown,  Sir  Alx.  H.  (Shropfh.)  , 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh)    , 
Brunner,  Sir  John  TomliiMon    ! 
Bryce,  Bight  Hon.  James 
Buchiinan,  Thomas  Rybum      I 
Bull,  William  James 
Bunu,  John 

Caldwell,  James  I 

Campbell,  Kt  Hn  J  A  {OUun  )  ' 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Z>M6«nt^»i»V  I 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H.  . 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Caniley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  {Derbyth.)  \ 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Atton  Manor) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston         i 
('harriiij;ioii,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer      ' 
Clive,  ( -aptain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E.  | 
Ooddington,  Sir  William 
C-olomb,SirJohn0harle8Ready  I 
Colston,  Chaf.  Edw.  H.  Athole  I 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas         I 

Lord  Edtmmd  FUzmawrice. 


Corbeit,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,Charle8turti8(./in<mn,iS' 
Craig,Kobert  Hauter|(i,a/(«[r)t) 
Cranboiue,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Croaa,  Alexandeir  (Glaigow) 
Cr»88ley,  Sir  bavile 
Ualrymple,  Sii  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaughao    (Oardign 
Dickson,  Charles  Soott 
Dilke,   Bt.   Hon.   Sir  Cbarles 
Dimbilale.Rt.  Hon.SirJosephC. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rr.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dnming-Lawrenee,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibonk,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglass 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (UcMttone) 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farqnnarson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Ferguson,  R.  Vy  Murro  (Leilh) 
Fergu88on,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(3tan'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Ro'ert  Baiinatyne 
Fitz  .erald,  SirRobt.  Penrose 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E<imond 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Ed  wardAlgemon 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecne 
Forster,  Hei^  William 
Fu'nese,  Sir  Christopher 
Fyler.  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
OaiTdner,  Ernest 


Garflt,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.a.H(C!'t^  of  Loud 
Gladstone,  Bt.  Hn.  Herbert  i- 
Goddard,  Dauiel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8-} 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ornibby(.S<ii<y 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joaebio 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gntnt,  Corrie 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Groves,  James  Giimble 
Gneet,  Hon.  Ivor  Ohurchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Halsev,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Marq.of  (Londontty 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R.  I/cioeeter 
Hatch,  Emrst  Frederick  O. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Qeorge 
Hayne.  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Honft,  Joseph 
Humphreys-Owen.  Arthur  0. 
HutPhinRon.Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Button,  John  (Torts.  N.B.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverh->0-' 
Joyce,  Miohael 
Kennawsy,  Bt.  Hon.  SirJ.  H. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon,  Hon.  0.  T.  (DeMv^ 
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Laboodicre,  Hemy 
Laurie,  Lieat. -General 
Law,  Andrew,  Bonar  {Glatgota 
Law,  H.  Alex.  {Donegal,  W.) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yor]a.NR 
Lawaon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (CornuxM 
Leigh,  Sir  JoMidi 
LereaoD-Qower,  Fredk.  N.  8. 
Lery,  Manrioe 
UOTd-0«orge,  Darid 
Lodar,  Gerald  Walter  ErakiiM 
Long,  Rt  Hn.  W.  (Brutol,  S. 
Lonsdale.  John  Brownlee 
Longh,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francia  WiQjain 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumh.  Bshdaie) 
Loca*,  Reg'ld  J.  (PorUmovUh) 
London,   W. 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  {Lintrpoot) 
Macnamam,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
IC'Arthur,  Charlea  (Limerpod) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
MaiKham,  Arthur  Ba«il 
Martin,  Bichard  Biddnlph 
Massey-MamwAi  ing,Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell.RtHnSirH.  E(  Wigen 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  [Dumfriessh. 
XeTMy-Thompsotn.  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  Wilham  (Burnley) 
Moore.  Willi«n  (Antrim,  N.) 
More.  Bobt.  Jasper  (SeUov) 
Morgan,  Ha.  P.  {Monm'fhih.) 
MoTfell.  Qeorge  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  .^Imer 
Monlton,  John  Fletoher 
Mowbray,  Sir  Bobt.  Gray  0. 
Mnmaghan,  George 
Murphy    John 

Murray, fttHn A. Graham  (Bute 
Mnrray.Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henxr 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
ODohsrty,  William 


{3  July  1903} 

(VNeUl,  Hm.  Bobart  Totnoa 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salitbury) 
Parke*,  Ebeneser 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pesae.  H.  Pike  (Darlinglon) 
P«mbertaa,  Jdm  S.  O. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pirie,  Dnnosn  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Poiwell,  Six  Frsaoia  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Bobert  John 
Purvis,  Rohert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Baach,  Major  Fredarie  Cams 
Batclifl,  B.  F. 
Battigan,  Sir  WUliam  Henry 
Beid,  James  (Ortenoete) 
Reid.8irR.Thre8hie(/)«»»/V»M) 
Remnant,  Jame-t  Farqubarsun 
Benahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bin* 
Benwick,  George 
Bickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley, Hn.  ^l.W .{Stah/bridg 
Ridley,  S.  P.  (Bethnal  Orten) 
Bigg,  Biohard 
Ritohie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbight.) 
Boberts,  Samuel  (^Aei^EeU) 
Bobertson,  H.  (Hactney) 
Boe,  Sir  Thomas 
Bolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Bound,  Bt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell    T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limthoute) 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Olevelcm-f) 
Seely,  ChsM.  Hilton  (Lineoln) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  {Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B.) 
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Smith,  Jaa.  Pukar  (loaadb.) 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (i9oiiMrte<) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggmrt 
Stirling-MaxweU,  Six  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Six  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Stroyan,  John 

Taylor,  Austin  (Saet  ToqbUOi) 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (BaUdiffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thompson,  DrEC.(  Monagh'nN 
Thomaon.  P.  W.  (For*,  W.  B.) 
Tomlinson.  Sir  Wm   E.  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Emeat 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  SirC.  KH.Sheffield 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Six  W.  H. 
Wanklyn,  Jamea  LeaUa 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Waaon,  E.  (Okuilmamnam) 
Waaon.John  (^athcart(  Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Ghilloway 
Welbv.Lt.-Col.A.C.Ec'T'aMfX'n 
Whit^,  Luke  (Kori-,  E.B.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
WUloughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Jork,  B.  S.) 
Wilson,  Chaa.  H.  (MvO,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (ZhtrtUim,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Glaagow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(So<A 
Wortlf-y,  Rt.  Hod.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wnghtson,  Sir  Thomas 
Yerburgh,  Bobt.  AnnsteoBg 
Younger,  William 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Aclan<l- 
Hoodand  Mr.Anstruther. 


*Mr.  tennant  said  that  he  had 
«ndeaToured  to  improve  this  Bill,  but 
what  had  b«en  done  to-day  had 
very  largely  taken  away  from  any 
success  they  had  in  Grand  Committee. 
He  did  not  think  the  Bill  was  worth 
very  much  now.     He  begged  to  move — 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 


"  In  page  4,line  'X,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words, 
'  Proceedings  may  be  brought  by  or  in  the  name 
of  any  officer  of  the  Corporation  or  County 
Coonoil,  or  by  an  otBcer  of  the  school  attend- 
ance committee,  or  by  a  constable.'" — (Mr. 
Tennant.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

*Mk.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  he  could 
not  accept  this  Amendment,  because 
it  would  introduce  a  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  Act  if  he  did.  The  words  of  the 
Amendment  had  a  limiting  and  not  an 
extending  effect.  At  present  as  the  Bill 
stood  any  person  might  take  proceedings, 
but  if  these  words  were  accepted  they 
would  limit  the  power  to  certain  specified 
officers,  and  exclude  the  possibility  of 
private  persons  or  other  proper  officers 
taking  proceedings. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Clause  7,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  37,  to  le»ve  out  the  word 
'rate,'  and  insert  the  word,  ' fund."— (Jfr. 
Secretary  A  ken-Douglas.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  *,  line  40,  at  end,  to  add  the  words, 
'  Provided  that  a  County  Council  shall  not 
raise  any  sum  on  account  of  their  expenses 
under  this  Act  within  any  borough  or  urban 
district  the  Council  of  which  is  a  local  authority 
under  this  Act.' " 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  moved  an 
Amendment  to  leave  out  the  word 
"means  "  at  the  end  of  line  1 7  and  to  insert 
"the  Council  of  any  county,  or  municipal 
borough,  OT  urban  district."  He  re- 
garded this  Amendment  as  a  most  m- 
portant  one.  They  were  now  for  the 
first  time  in  their  legislation  providing 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  population  of 
England  should  have  no  power  to 
administer  their  own  by-laws.  He 
thought  he  could  make  it  clear  to  the 
Government  that  that  was  not  only  a 
bad  thing  in  itself,  but  a  bad  thing  in 
the  interest  of  the  aidministration  of  this 
Bill- 


And,  it  being  half-past  Five  of  the 
dock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee), 
stood  adjourned 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  con- 
flidered  upon  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBUN) 
(RECOMMITTED)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
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Mb.  murphy  (Kerry,  R)  said  the 
hon.  Member  for  Eaat  Mayo,  who  had 
something  to  say  about  this  Bill,  had  left 
the  House  in  the  belief  that  there 
was  no  chance  of  its  coming  on  this 
evening.     He  moved  to  report  Prepress. 


Committee    report   Progress;    to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next 


POOR  LAW  (DISSOLUTION  OF  SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADJUSTMENTS). 

Bill  to  give  power  to  dissolve  School 
Districts  formed  under  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  facili- 
tating adjustments  or  alterations  of 
areas  or  authorities  under  those  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Long> 


POOR  LAW  (DISSOLUTION  OF  SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADJUSTMENTS)  BILL. 

'•  To  give  power  to  dissolve  School 
Districts  formed  under  the  Acts  relat- 
ing to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for 
facilitating  adjustments  or  alterations  of 
areas  or  authorities  under  those  Acts." 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
237.1 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  ACT  (1897) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  The  Infant  Life  Pro- 
tection Act,  1897,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  Duke.  Mr.  Schwann, 
Mr.  Hogg,  and  Mr.  MelviUe. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  ACT   (1897) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  The  Infant  Life  Protec- 
tion Act,  1897,"  presented  accordin^y, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  an.i 
to  be  printed.    (BUI  238.) 


Adjonmed  at  twenty-three 
minutes  before  Six  o'clock 
till  Monday  next. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord   Chancellor   acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments   had    laid  upon   the    Table    the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
^  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
'I  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with : 
J  Electric   Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
(No.  5) ;  Erith  Tramways  and  Improve- 
:g  ment. 

•*"  Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further 
I  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
I  following  Bill:  Local  Government  Pro- 
E  visional  Orders  (No.  3). 


The 
Table. 


same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


.«  Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill. 
I  Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
S:  with  Amendments. 

V  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply 
.^  Bill.  The  King's  consent  signified;  and 
\  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments. 

I  Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 

I  Powers)  Bill.    The  King's  consent  signi- 

g  fied ;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select 

^  Committee,  with  Amendments. 

■g  Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase 
^  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill. 
^  Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
"§  without  Amendment. 


Leigh  Corporation  Bill.  Reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
'  Bill    Jh.l.].      Commons'    Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council 
Bill ;  Ix>cal  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of 
Mayo  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
Member  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Ribblesdale;   and   that    the    Duke    of 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Bedford,  a  Member  of  the  Select  Cotu« 
mittee,  be  appointed  Chairman  of  tiie 
said  Committee ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land 
Company  Bill  [h.L.];  Pentillie  Estate  Bill 
[h.uJ  ;  South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Burv  and 
District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Read  3',  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways 
Bill.  Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Bill.  Gateshead  Corporation  Bill. 
Sheffield  Corporation  Bill.  Brought  from 
the  Commons ;  read  1,  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Com- 
mons. 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman 
Railway  Bill.  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with  Amendments. 

Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill. 
Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and  passed. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]  Amend- 
ments reported  (according  to  Order),  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3»  to-morrow. 


Hamilton  Burgh  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  Broughty  Ferry  Ga» 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Bills  reported  without  Amendment:  Stand- 
ing Committee  negatived;  and  Bills  to 
be  read  3»  to-morrow. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill.  R^  3»  (according  to 
Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed, 
and  retiuned  to  the  Commons. 
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PETITION. 


SUPPLY  OF  ELECTRICITY  BILL  [H.L]. 
Petition  against ;  of  Westminster  Cor- 
poration ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 
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Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (East  Ham,  &c.)  Bill  [H.L.] 
Commons  Amendment  considerea  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  (No.  155.) 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill.  (No.  156.)  Read 
1»  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 
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SUFERANNUATFON. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd  June, 
1903,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Mr.  M.  J.  O'Cdlaghan,  late  clerk  of  the 
second  division  in  the  Department  .cf 
Public  Works,  Ireland,  under  Section  2 
of  the  Superannuation  Act. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  STOCK 
REGULATIONS,  1903. 

Order  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  prescribing  'regulations  with 
respect  to  the  creation,  issue,  transfer, 
dealing  with,  and  redemption  of  any 
Metropolitan  Water  Stock  which  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  create  under 
the  Metropolis  Water  Act,  1902. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Regulations  for  the  instruction  and 
training  of  pupil  teachers  and  students 
in  training  colleges. 

Regulations  for  secondary  sohools 
(from  iBt  August,  1903,  to  3lBt  July, 
1904). 

Regulations  for  evening  schools, 
technical  institutions,  and  schools  of  art 
and  art  classes  (from  Ist*  August,  1903, 
to  31st  July,  1904). 

TRADE  REPORTS-(ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  3016.  France  (Bordeaux). 
No.  3017.  Venezuela. 
No.  3018.   Italy  (Genoa). 
No.  3019.  China  (Ningpo). 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

No.  593.  Russia  (Tea  Industry  of  the 
Caucasus). 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Annual  Report,  for  the  year  1902. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
dated  6th  July,  1903,  withdrawing 
Article  102  and  Articles  111  to  129, 
inclusive,  of  the  Provisional  Code  of 
19031 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 

Regulation,  dated  1st  July,  1900, 
made  by  the  Treasury  under  the 
Friendly  Societies  Act,  1896. 

Laid  before  the  ^House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

NEWCASTLE  CHAPTER  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL  [H.L.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


THE  NATIONAL  STANDARD  OF 
PHYSICAL  HEALTH. 

*Thb  Earl  of  MEATH:  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  draw  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training  in  Scotland,  and  to  the  Eeiwrt 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  Recruiting 
for  1902,  in  which  he  states  that 

"  the  one  subject  which  caiues  anxiety  in  the 
future  as  regards  recruiting,  is  the  gradnw 
deterioration  of  the  physique  of  the  working 
classes  from  which  the  bulk  of  the  recruits  must 
always  ho  drawn  "  ; 

and  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government, 
whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  mx 
a  Royal  Commission  or  a  (Committee  of 
Inquiry  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  poorer  populations  in  our 
large  towns  are  exposed  to  conditions 
which,  if  continued,  must  inevitaUy 
contribute  to  a  low  national  standard  of 
physical  health  and  strength,  seeing  that 
if  such  be  the  case  it  would  constitute  a 

f-ave  national  peril.    The  Report  of  the 
oyal  Commission  on  Physical  Training 
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in  Scotland,  over  which  my  noble  friend 
the  Earl  of  Mansfield  presided,  and  to 
whom  and  hia  colleagues  we  owe  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  for  bringing  before  the 
public  in  so  concise  and  lucid  a  manner 
the  present  physical  conditions  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  unanimously 
reported  that — 

"there  exists  in  Scotland  an  andeniable  de- 
Keneiation  of  individuals  of  the  classes  where 
food  and  environment  are  defective,  which  calls 
for  attention  and  amelioration  in  obvious 
ways,  one  of  which  is  iv  well  regalated  system 
of  phjrsical  training." 

Do  these  words  apply  only  to  Scotland, 
or  are  they  applicable  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom  1  This  is  the  question 
I  desire  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
take  into  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion. The  subject  to  which  I  am  anxious 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government 
and  of  your  Lordships'  Ilouse  is  to  my 
mind  one  of  the  most  important 
of  our  social  problems.  It  is 
a  question  of  self-preservation.  If  my 
contention  that  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  population  in  our  large  cities  are 
physically  weak,  be  true,  and  that  that 
degenerate  portion  is  rapidly  on  the 
increase,  then  I  think  there  can  be  no 
question  about  the  urgent  importance  of 
the  subject  and  the  need  of  Government 
action.  That  wise  statesman  Lord 
Beaconsfield  once  said — 

"The  public  health  is  the  foundation  on 
which  repose  the  happiness  of  the  people  and 
the  power  of  a  country.  The  care  of  the 
public  health  a  the  first  duty  of  a  Statesman." 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  most  important 
and  the  most  interesting  subject  can  be 
made  unbearably  dull  by  being  over- 
weighted with  statistics.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, do  my  best  to  spare  your  Lordships 
unnecessary  figures;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  a 
subject  of  this  character  to  be  adequately 
a'ld  seriously  discussed  without  occa- 
sional reference  to  statistics.  I  hope, 
therefore,  your  Lordships  will  bear  with 
me,  remembering  the  difficulty  that  there 
is  in  making  clear  such  a  subject  without 
quoting  figures. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  mis- 
apprehension in  the  minds  of  your  Lord- 
ships in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
social  problem  to  which  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  and  of  this 
House,  I  should  like  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  I  do  not  contend  that  physical 


deterioration  is  taking  place  among  all 
classes  in  this  country,  nor,  indeed,  that 
any  class  is  actually  deteriorating,  for 
the  exact  reverse  is  certainly  the  case  in 
regard  to  some  sections  of  society.    Indeed , 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  physical 
condition    of    the    upper    and    middle 
classes    has    on    the    whol*    improved. 
Evidence  is  doubtful  as  to  whether  the 
artisan  and  well-to-do  labouring  classes 
have  improved  or  not;  they  probably 
have  remained  more  or  less  stationary. 
Nor  do  I  even  assert  that  degeneration 
has  taken    place    amongst    the    pooier 
classes  in  either  town  or  country.    What 
I  desire  to  emphasise  is  that  even  should 
it  be  proved  that  the  average  individual 
member  of  a  poor  town  population  is 
physically  the  equal,  or  even  slightly  the 
superior,  of  his  poor  town  predecessor, 
the    overwhelming    increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  recent  years  in  the  numbers 
of  poor  men  and  women  who  live  in 
towns  has  completely  altered  the  physical 
condition    of    England,    and    turned    a 
negligible  national  defect  into  one  of  the 
most  serious  gravity.     There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  poor  of  to-day  are  born 
and   live  under  much  better  conditions 
than  the  poor  of  a  century,  or  even  of 
half  a  century  ago,  and  that  the  death- 
rate,  both    in    town    and    country,  has 
diminished,  and  it  is  therefoie  possible, 
and    even    probable,    that    the    general 
average  health  and  strength  of  even  the 
poorest  and  most  neglected  in  the  towns 
are  greater  than  those  formerly  enjoyed 
by    a    class    similarly    miserable.      But 
although  there  may  be  degrees  of  misery, 
and  because  there  may  be  a  slight  diminu- 
tion in  the  physical  weakness  of  these 
wretched  classes,  it  is  no  reason  why  the 
national  conscience  should  be  satisfied,  if 
it  can  be  shown  that  physical  weakness 
in  these  classes  is  still  excessive,  is  far 
greater  than  that  to  be  found  amongst 
the  more  well-to-do,  and  can  be  avoided, 
especially  when  it  can  be  shown  that 
people  residing  in  urban  districts  already 
number  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  popu- 
lation and  are  rapidly  increasing,  whilst 
the  country  bred,  which  in  the  past  re- 
cruited the  weakened  blood  of  the  cities, 
are    either    stationary    in    number    or 
actually  decreasing. 

In  1851  the  urban  population  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  numbered  only  8,990,809 
out  of  a  total  population  of  17,927,609, 
\  or  just  50  per  cent. ;  according  to  the 
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last  cenaus  the  mban  districts  are  now 
inhabited  by  more  than  25,000,000  souls 
out  of  32,527,843,  or  77  per  cent,  of  the 
total  population.    Scotland  shows  a  very 
similar  state  of  things.    There  3,367,280, 
or   75.3  per  cent,  of  the  population,  live 
in  urban  districts.     These   figures  mean 
that  the  population  of  Qreat  Britain  is 
largely  town  bred,  and  that  for  one  man 
who  lives  in  the  country  there  are  more 
than  three  who  reside  in  the  town.     For 
purposes  of  comparison,  and  to  show  of 
how  much  greater  importance  this  subject 
is  to  us  than  to  neighbouring  countries, 
I  may  state  that  whereas  the  urban  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain  are  77  per 
cent.,  and  those  of  Scotland  75-3  per  cent., 
the  town  inhabitants  of  Germany  are 
only  36  per  cent.,  and  those  of  France 
only  25  per  cent,  of  their  entire  popula- 
tions.    Dwellers  in  cities  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  of  inferior  physique.     I  have  no 
doubt  I  shall  be  told  that  some  of  the 
finest  athletes    come   from    the  towns. 
That  is  so,  but  they  come  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  population  who  are  in  com- 
paratively comfortable  circumstances,  who 
are  well  fed,   live  in  healthy  homes,  and 
have  leisure  for  outdoor  exercise.    The 
great  public  schools  of  Great  Britain  are 
filled  with  the  healthy  and  sturdy  sons  of 
the  professional  classes  living  largely  in 
towns,  but  then,  as  a  rule,  their  parents  are 
healthy,  and  they  come  of  a  healthy  stock. 
The  sons  of  the  upper  and  middle  classes, 
educated  at  the  great  seminaries,  far  from 
degenerating,  have  increased  in  stature 
and  weight  above  the  limits  attained  by 
their  predecessors.    From  statistics  taken 
it  can  be  shown  that  in  1901  the  average 
Marlburian  boy  of  thirteen  years  of  age 
was   5i  lbs.  heavier  and  2  inches  taller 
than  his  predecessor  of  1874,  and  that  the 
Rugby  boy  of  thirteen  in  1901  was  6  lbs. 
heavier  and   2^    inches  taller  than  his 
predecessor  of  1879. 

But  if  we  consider  the  condition  of  the 
less  favoured  classes,  we  are  confronted 
with  an  entirely  different  set  of  figures. 
Mr.  Charles  Roberts,  in  a  Report  to 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Secondary 
Education,  says  that — 

"  The  more  intelligent  classes  are  taller  and 
heavier  at  corresponding  ages  than  the  less 
iatelligent,  the  more  favoured  classes  than 
the  less  favoured ; " 

and  he  gives  the   following  figures  in 
support  of  his  statement.     He  states  that 

27ie  Earl  of  Meath. 


the  public  school  boy,  between  eleven 
and  twelve  years  of    age,  averages  5& 
inches  in  stature,  and  78'71bs  in  weight ; 
the  elementary  school  child  52*6  inches 
in  height,  and  67-8lb8.  in  weight;  the 
factory  child  51 -6  inches  in  height,  and 
67 "4 libs    in    weight;  and  those   at  lu- 
dustrial  and  Reformatory  Schools,  whom 
Mr.  Roberts,  I  think  inaccurately,  describes 
as  representing  the  slum  popuiation,  50'8 
inches  in  height,  and  64-63lbs  in  weight. 
It  must   be    remembered  that  the   In- 
dustrial and  Reformatory  Schools,  thougii 
they  recruit  their  inmates  largely  from 
the  slums    of    cities,    do  not   in   their 
statistics  actually  represent  the  physical 
conditions  of  the  children  of  the  slums, 
for,  as  the  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training  in  Scotland  have  pointed  out, 
these  boys  and  girls  are  well  fed,  live  in 
healthy    dwellings,   amid  good  sanitary 
surroundings,  and  under  a   healthy  dis- 
cipline,  which    rapidly    improves  their 
physique  and  morale,  so  that,  on  lea;^ 
the  school,  80  per  cent,  turn  out  good 
and  useful  citizens.    Therefore,  my  con- 
tention is   that  Mr.    Roberts's    figures, 
although  they  are  bad  enough  in  them- 
selves, do  not  represent  the  real  state  of 
affairs,  and    that,   if    we    could    obtain 
accurate    anthropometric    measurements 
of  the  children  inhabiting  city  slums,  we 
should  possibly  find  that  the  figures  were 
much  lower  than  those  given  by  Mr. 
Roberts.    These  figures  are  corroborated 
by  Dr.    Hunt,    medical  officer    of   the 
School  Board  of  Halifax,  who  examined 
fifty  boys,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
eleven,  attending  the  schools,  for  weight, 
and  450  for  height.    These   boys  came 
from  three  categories  of  schools — countrj", 
suburban,  and  central,  and  the  figures  he 
gives  show  that  the  upper  and  middle 
class  boy  averages  about  3  inches  more 
in  height,  and  11   lbs.    more  in  weight 
than  the  average  elementary  school  boy ; 
and  4  inches  in   height,   and    14   lbs., 
or  one  stone,  more  in  weight,  than  the 
slum  or  factory  boy. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training  in  Scotland  found  that  in  Edin- 
burgh nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  elemen- 
tary school  children  were  badly  noturished, 
19-17  per  cent,  were  in  poor  health,  12-33 
per  cent,  were  mentally  dull,  and  78  per 
cent,  were  more  or  less  physically  weak 
and  suffering  from  some  kind  of  disease. 
And  the  gentlemen  who  carried  out  these 
investigations  for  the  noble  Earl  and  his 
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colleagues  stated  that  the  percentage  of 
defective  children  would  be  larger  if  slight 
affections  of  throat  and  ear  were  included. 
Out  of  30,000  children  in  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Leslie  Mackenzie  calculated  that 
some  50  per  cent. — that  is,  a  total  of 
15,000  children — were  suffering  from  the 
throat,  and  some  40  per  cent.,  or  12,000, 
from  slight  affections  of  the  ear,  making 
a  total  of  27,000  children  out  of  30,000 
suffering  from  ear  and  throat.  In  the 
course  of  his  examination  he  found  that 
259  male  children  out  of  299  and  294 
females  out  of  298  were  suffering  from 
either  affections  of  the  ear  or  throat. 
These  figures  are  the  more  alarming  as 
one  would  imagine  that  Edinburgh,  with 
its  magnificent  situation,  in  close 
proximity  to  its  splendid  Queen's  Park 
and  picturesque  Arthur's  Seat,  would 
produce  healthier  children  than,  say,  the 
enormous  industrial  city  of  Glasgow. 
If  the  children  of  Edinburgh  are  in  this 
lamentable  condition,  what  must  be  the 
condition  of  those  of  Glasgow  and  of  some 
of  the  more  crowded  cities  of  England  1 
In  Liverpool  we  know  that  its  medical 
officer  has  reported  that  out  of  4,574 
children  there  is  an  infantile  mortality  of 
2,229 — or  about  50  per  cent.  This  is 
less  than  the  average  mortality  amongst 
working-class  children,  which  is  55  per 
cent,  as  against  18  per  cent,  in  the  upper 
classes.  One  child  in  every  six  dies  in 
the  British  Isles  in  its  first  year,  and,  of 
course,  many  more  if  we  consider  only  chil- 
dren of  the  working  classes.  If  Edinburgh 
is  as  bad  as  has  been  stated,  what  must 
be  the  condition  of  the  children  of  Man- 
chester, Birmingham,  Leeds,  Newcastle, 
Bradford,  Bristol — I  could  go  through  an 
endless  list  of  manufacturing  towns  into 
the  slums  of  which  the  sun  scarcely  ever 
penetrates,  and  where  the  air  is  pol- 
luted with  vicious  vapours  and  im- 
pregnated with  black  soot. 

To  combat  these  evils  Lord  Mansfield 
and  his  colleagues  acknowledge  that 
many  reforms  are  needed.  In  his 
"  Essays  on  Education  "  Herbert  Spencer 
«aid — 

"  To  be  a  good  animal  is  the  first  requisite 
to  success  in  life,  and  to  l)e  a  nation  of  good 
aaimals  is  the  fiist  condition  to  national 
prosperity." 

To  be  good  animals  children  must  have 
strong  and  healthy  parents,  good  and 
ample  food,  plenty  of  fresh  air  and 
exercise,  be  properly   housed,  and  lead 


regular  disciplined  lives.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  mention  these  requisites  for 
health  in  order  to  see  at  onre  how  imposs- 
ible it  is  that  a  race  of  healthy  and  strong 
chiklren  can,  under  present  conditions, 
be  reared  in  the  poorer  parts  of  our 
large  cities.  Mr.  John  Burns,  M.P., 
has  very  truly  said  that — 

"  The  conditions  essential  to  manhood  begin 
before  the  baby  is  bom — a  healthy  home, 
reasonable  labour,  temperate  living  on  the 
part  of  the  father  and  mother,  these  are  t^e 
indispensable  preliminaries  to  healthy  life 
in  children." 

Again,  this  admirable  representative  of 
all  that  is  best  amongst  the  artisan  class 
— an  exemplification  in  his  own  person 
of  mental  combined  with  physical 
vigour — has  said  that  if  our  future 
working  class  are  to  be  healthy — 

"  The  fatbera  must  drink  less  beer  and  the 
mothers  less  tea." 

I  would  add  that  the  mothers  of  the  future 
must  be  taughtknowledge  necessary  to  the 
proper  nurture  of  children.  At  present 
there  are  working-class  mothers — ^1  trust 
not  many — who  are  under  the  impression 
that  babies  flourish  on  gin,  pork,  bacon, 
and  cabbage ;  and  if  they  should  cry  and 
show  physical  discomfort  from  the  effects 
of  this  diet,  that  all  can  be  set  right  by 
a  dose  of  some  much  advertised  soothing 
syrup. 

Without  proper  feeding  we  cannot 
have  a  sturdy  nation.  It  must  be  seen 
that  pure,  fresh  milk  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  the  poor  both  in  town  and 
country,  and  this  is  of  even  more  im- 
portance in  the  country  than  in  the  town, 
for  it  is  a  sad  fact  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  rural  districts  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  the  labouring  classes  to  obtain  fresh 
milk.  The  future  mothers  must  be 
taught  not  only  that  milk  is  the  proper 
food  for  babes,  but  that  the  greatest  care 
must  be  taken  to  see  that  the  milk  is 
sweet,  for  a  large  proportion  of  infantile 
mortality  is  due  to  decomposing  or  septic 
milk.  The  death-rate  among  breast-fed 
children  is  only  about  one-thirtieth  of  that 
among  those  who  are  fed  otherwise.  A 
most  kudable  effort,  and  one  which 
should  be  largely  followed,  has  been 
made  by  the  Battersea  Borough  Council 
in  order  to  enable  mothers  to  obtain 
pure,  fresh  milk  at  a  reasonable  charge. 
The  Council  has  started  a  milk  dep6t  for 
mothers.  The  milk  is  humanised  and 
sterilised,  and  at  this  moment  some  300 
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babes  are  being  daily  fed  at  a  charge 
of  Is.  9d.  a  week  for  those  from  six  to 
eight  months,  and  at  2s.  for  older  babies 
A  baby  fund  has  also  been  started  to  assist 
the  poorer  mothers,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  local  Poor  Law 
Guardians  in  the  case  of  absolute  paupers. 
As  long  ago  as  1870,  when  I  was  in  the 
diplomatic  service,  there  existed  in 
Berlin   a    model    dairy   which  brought 

E'ure  milk  to  the  very  doors  of  the  poor 
J  means  of  locked  perambulating  milk 
and  cream  carts,  which  passed  at  regular 
hours  through  the  poorer  quarters  of  the 
town  and  stopped  at  fixed  points.  The 
people  could  themselves  fill  their  jugs 
from  taps  in  the  vehicle,  over  which  was 
clearly  painted  the  kind  of  milk  and 
price.  Owing  to  the  cans  being  locked 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  anyone  to 
tamper  with  the  supply.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  something  of  that  sort 
might  be  done  nearer  home. 

I  am  quite  prepared  to  be  met  with 
the  statement  that  the  average  city 
child  is  both  taller  and  heavier  than  the 
city  child  was,  say,  when  her  late 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria  came  to  the 
Throne.  This  may  very  possibly  be  true, 
but  such  a  statement,  if  proved,  would 
not  weaken  my  argument.  Our 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health  and  of 
sanitation  has  vastly  improved;  our 
factory  laws  have  been  passed  since 
those  days ;  we  have  established  an 
universal  and  compulsory  system  of 
education ;  we  have  fiassed  special  laws 
for  the  protection  of  children,  and 
public  opinion  is  much  more  alive  to 
their  interests  than  it  was  in  1837.  It 
would,  then,  be  indeed  sad  if  we  could 
not  point  to  some  physical  improvement 
in  the  case  of  city  children  of  the 
poorer  classes,  even  though  it  has  been 
estimated,  with  what  truth  I  know  not, 
that  3,250,000  persons  in  the  British  Isles 
live  in  overcrowded  dwellings,  with  an 
average  of  three  persons  in  each  room. 
I  desire  to  point  out,  that  whereas  city 
children  in  1837  constituted  a  compara- 
tively insignificant  portion  of  the  infantile 
population  of  the  country,  they  now  form 
an  overwhelming  majority,  and,  as  such^ 
must  in  the  future  materially  influence 
the  national  physical  average,  and  that 
annually  this  urban  and  weaker  element 
is  growing  more  and  more  numerous  to 
the  serious  detriment  of  the  nation.     I, 

The  Earl  of  Meath 


for  one,  shall  never  be  satisfied  as  long  as 
such  a  material  difference  can  be  shown 
between  the  physical  condition  of  the 
children  of  the  richer  and  of  the  poorer 
classes.  I  believe  that  science  and  muni- 
cipal effort,  supported  by  a  sensitive 
public  conscience  and  the  spread  of 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health  and  of 
sanitation  amongst  the  future  mothers  of 
England,  can  to  a  very  large  extent 
neutralise  the  advantages  which  at 
present  those  classes  enjoy  who  can 
live  in  the  country  and  need  not  con- 
sider money  in  the  bringing  up  and 
training  of  their  children.  Before  I 
leave  the  subject  of  the  children,  I  must 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  pecu- 
lation of  this  country  is  not  increasing  as 
it  used  to  do.  Lord  Bosebery  has 
remarked  that  it  is  useless  to  possess  an 
Empire  unless  it  is  inhabited  by  an 
Imperial  race.  At  this  moment  the 
population  of  Australia  is  practically 
stationary.  What  our  colonies  need  is 
a  continued  steady  stream  of  healtbj 
agriculturists  to  develop  their  boundless 
resources.  If  the  increase  of  population 
in  Great  Britain  had  proceeded  sine* 
1881  in  the  same  ratio  as  it  did  previous 
to  that  period,  there  would  in  1891  have 
been  2,434,000  more  children  in  the 
country  than  there  actually  were.  Since 
that  period  the  birth  and  marriage 
rates  show  a  still  further  decline. 
I  now  come  to  the  youths  and  adults. 
Lord  Set  borne  has  been  good  enough  to 
cause  me  to  be  supplied  with  a  Return  of 
the  boys  and  youths  medically  ex- 
amined from  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1902,  at  the  Koyal 
Marine  Recruiting  Offices  for  the  Royal 
Navy  and  Royal  Marines,  and  he  has  re- 
marked that — 

"  Ha  thinks  it  desirable  to  point  oat  that  this 
list  by  no  means  covers  the  whole  number  of 
men  and  boys  who  apply  for  entry  into  either 
of  these  services,  as  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  applicants  are  turned  awav  by  the  recmit- 
ing  sergeants  for  some  physical  deticiency,  snob 
as  defective  teeth  n-ithout  being  brought  before 
the  doctors  at  all." 

This  Return  shows  that,  during  that 
period,  6,169  lads  offered  themselves,  out 
of  which  number  1,686,  or  27-3  per  cent, 
were  rejected  as  unfit  This  proportion 
is  a  little  better  than  that  which  is  recorded 
in  the  case  of  Army  recruits.  The  General 
Inspector  of  Recruiting  for  the  Army,  in 
his  Report  for  the  year  1901,  states  that 
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the  percentage  of  rejections  on  grounds 
of  imysical  development  all  over  the 
kingdoni  of  those  who  offered  themselves 
for  the  Army  was  29-04.  But  from  sta- 
tistics I  have  obtained,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  theFirst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  it 
would  appear  that  just  under  33  per  cent, 
of  the  lads  who  desired  to  enter  Greenwich 
Hospital  with  a  view  to  joining  the  Navy 
had  to  be  rejected.  This  is  the  more  ex- 
traordinary, as  these  lads  must  be  sons  of 
former  seamen  or  marines,  and,  one  would 
fancy,  would  consequently  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of,  at  all  events,  a  healthy  father. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  this 
case  also  no  account  is  taken  of  those  who 
were  rejected  by  the  recruiters  for  physical 
defects  so  apparent  as  to  be  noticed  on 
sight.  None  of  these  figures,  therefore, 
show  the  numbers  of  those  who  were 
rejected  by  the  sergeants  as  being 
obviously  unfit,  and  it  must  always  be 
remembered  that  there  is  a  direct 
pecuniary  inducement  to  a  recruiting 
officer  to  bring  a  recruit  before  the 
doctor,  so  that  those  rejected  by  the 
recruiters  must  have  been  physically 
hopelessly  defective.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  how  large  was  the  number  thus 
rejected,  but  report  puts  it  at  about  half 
those  who  presented  themselves.  This  may 
be  an  exaggeration,  but,  if  true,  it  would 
mean  that  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  young 
men  and  lads  offering  themselves  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  have  to  be  rejected. 
Let  us,  however,  leavje  out  of  considera- 
tion those  rejected  by  the  recruiting 
sergeants.  The  figures  are  quite  large 
enough  in  all  conscience,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  exaggerate  the  matter.  I  do 
not,  however,  believe  that  there  would 
be  much,  if  any^  exaggeration  in  saying 
that  some  50  per  cent,  of  those  who 
offer  themselves  for  the  Army  and  Navy 
are  rejected  between  recruiting  officers 
and  medical  men,  and  subsequent  dis- 
missals for  inferior  physique.  I  have 
been  shown  a  statement  in  writing 
from  an  Admiralty  provincial  recruit- 
ing officer,  in  which  he  asserts  that 
fully  50  per  cent,  of  the  candidates 
for  the  Navy  are  rejected  for 
physical  causes,  and  Greneral  Sir 
Frederick  Maurice  has  lately  informed 
the  public  that,  out  of  five  men  who 
enlist,  only  two  remain  effective  soldiers 
after  two  years,  and  that  the  men  who 
slipped  through  the  officers  tests,   and 


afterwards  had  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
Army,  were — 

"  Miserable,  anaBmio  speoimens  of  humanity, 
fit  to  do  no  proper  man's  work  in  any  position 
of  life." 

Let  us  leave  these  extra  rejections  oit 
of  consideration.  It  will  then  be  seen 
that  considerably  more  than  one-fourtli 
of  those  who  offer  themselves  from  both 
town  and  country  for  the  Array  and 
Navy  are  rejected  for  physical  defects. 
That  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  young 
men  and  lads  who  desire  to  serve  their 
country  in  Army  or  Navy  should  be 
unfit  to  do  so,  is  surely  a  very  serious 
matter.  What  m^ikes  it  still  more  serious 
is  that  it  is  reported  for  1901  that  the 
proportion  of  men  rejected  was  highest  in 
the  class  headed  "labourers,  servants,  hus- 
bandmen, etc.,"  the  rejections  amongst 
labourers  being  18*37  per  1,000.  In 
1902,  owing  probably  to  the  great 
efforts  made  to  obtain  recruits  during 
the  war,  the  rejections  for  the  Army 
were  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year.  The 
actual  figures  were :  100,771  recruits 
offered  themselves,  and  47,916,  or  nearly 
50,000,  were  rejected.  In  Germany, 
town  life  exercises  a  similarly  harmful 
influence  on  national  physique,  for 
whereas  80  per  cent,  of  the  recruits  from 
the  country  are  found  to  be  physically  fit 
for  military  service,  only  38  per  cent, 
of  those  coming  from  Berlin  can 
take  their  places  in  the  ranks,  and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
figures  represent  the  average  physical 
condition  of  the  entire  young  male 
population  of  Berlin,  and  not  only  those 
coming  from  the  poorer  districts,  as  is 
the  case  in  dealing  with  town  recruits  in 
the  British  Isles. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training  in  Scotland  showed  that  the 
condition  of  life  under  which  the  poor 
lived  in  Edinburgh  wa?  detrimental  to 
health  and  strength,  but  in  considering 
the  rejections  for  the  Navy  from  this  town 
we  find  in  1902  only  23*6  per  cent  were 
rejected,  whilst  249  were  rejected  from 
Bristol,  30-3  from  Exeter,  and  35-9  from 
London,  so  that  Edinburgh  is  not  so  bad 
as  some  towns  in  England.  In  Man- 
chester, from  figures  supplied  by  Colonel 
Leathem,  the  chief  recruiting  officer,  it 
appears  that  in  1899,  during  the  early 
part  of  the  Boer  War,  some  11,000  men 
offered  their  services  to  the  Army ;  of 
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Mr.  Cantlie,  F.R.C.S.,  after  making 
some  most  exhaustive  inquiries,  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  pure-bred 
Londoners  cannot  exist  beyond  the  third 
generation,  showing  that  without  the 
infusion  of  country  blood  the  populations 
in  our  large  cities  would,  under  present 
conditions,  inevitably  die  out.  Mr. 
Cantlie  has  also  made  inquiries  in  the 
country,  and  found  that  rickets  is  one 
of  the  commonest  ailments  in  country 
districts.  He  ascribes  this  to  want  of 
food,  insufiBcient  food,  or  the  wrong 
food.  It  is  probably  owing  to  want  of 
milk,  which  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  poor  to 
obtain,  as  milk  farmers  are  under 
contract  to  send  their  entire  supply  to 
the  large  centres  of  population,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  sell  it  locally.     This 
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these  only  3,000  could  be  accepted,  and 
eventually  it  was  found  that  out  of  these 
3,000  only  1,072  were  fit  for  service  in 
the  Regular  Army,  2,107  being  relegated 
to  the  Militia.  So  that  in  round  numbers, 
out  of  11,000  men  from  Manchester, 
8,000  were  rejected,  whilst  only  1,000 
were  found  fit  to  fight  the  battles  of 
their  country.  These  figures  were  not 
peculiar  to  the  year  1899,  for  in  1900, 
out  of  12,235  who  offered  to  enlist  in 
Manchester,  8,205  were  rejected,  and  in 
1901,  out  of  11,896  who  came  forward, 
8,820  were  found  physically  incapible  of 
military  service.  It  may  be  said  that  these 
figures  relate  to  men  brought  up  in  the  slums 
and  who  are  out  of  employment  owing  to 
physical  incapacity  to  do  any  hard  work 
This  probably  is  more  or  less  true,  but 
it  only  strengthens  the  force  of  my 
argument  for  inquiring  into  the  con- 
dition of  life  of  the  poorer  populations 
in  our  large  cities.  But  that  physical 
weakness  is  not  confined  only  to  the 
very  poor  in  our  towns  is  shown  by  the 
recent  statement  publicly  made  by  the 
colonel  of  the  Birmingham  Volunteers, 
who  complained  that  he  had  to  reject 
some  32  percent,  of  the  young  men  who 
applied  to  him  for  admission  into  his 
battalion,  and  that  on  one  occasion  he 
had  to  reject  eleven  out  of  thirty- 
one  recruit&  Now,  these  men  must 
have  been  men  of  a  superior  social 
position  to  the  ordinary  Army  recruit, 
and  should  not  have  been  subject  to 
the  influences  hurtful  to  health  entailed 
by  extreme  poverty. 
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is  a  very  serious  grievance,  and  one 
which  should  be  remedied.  There 
are  other  causes,  however,  which 
lead  to  a  low  physical  condition 
amongst  the  people.  The  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Physical  Training  in  Scotland 
has  pointed  out  that  many  reforms  are 
needed  in  order  to  ensure  a  physically 
healthy  population,  and  that  all  these 
reforms  must  proceed  pari  passu,  or 
more  harm  than  good  may  be  done; 
for  instance,  they  have  shown  how 
harmful  physical  exercises  can  prove 
in  the  case  of  underfed  and  sickly 
children,  though  the  same  exercises 
are  indispensable  to  proper  development, 
and  most  beneficial  when  carried  out 
under  medical  supervision. 


Briefly  stated,  the  principal  requisites 
in  the  production  of  a  physically  capable 
population  are :  first,  healthy  parents 
secondly,  sanitary  homes  ;  thirdly,  good, 
abundant  and  well-cooked  food,  includ- 
ing a  cheap  supply  of  fresh  milk 
fourthly,  pure  air  and  water;  fifthly, 
facilities  for  exercise  and  healthy  recrea- 
tion ;  sixthly,  a  good  educational  system 
which  shall  combine  phyHical  with 
mental  and  moral  training,  and  shall 
instruct  the  young,  especially  the  girk, 
in  the  elements  of  hygiene,  dietetics, 
and  the  care  .of  infants  and  home 
sanitation,  and  shall  bring  them  up 
under  good  and  healthy  moral  sur- 
roundings. It  ia  only  necessary  to 
mention  the  above,  which  are  but  a 
few  of  the  indispensable  requisites  to 
the  production  of  a  hejilthy  population, 
in  order  to  show  how  much  remains  to  be 
done  before  we  can  hope  to  attain,  not  per- 
fection, but  even  a  moderately  healthy 
standard  of  national  life.  If  this  mode- 
rate standard  is  to  be  reached,  it  will 
not  be  sufficient  for  one  Department  of 
Government  to  move  in  the  right 
direction.  The  subject,  when  investi- 
gation has  pointed  out  the  proper  coune 
to  be  pursued,  must  be  made  a  national 
one,  and  Government  and  people  com- 
bined, must  throw  their  entire  energies 
into  the  matter,  and  insist  on  a  general 
advance  along  the  lines  of  national 
health  and  strength,  so  that  future 
generations  may  be  able  fearlessly  to 
face  and  bear  the  burden  which  fierce 
foreign  competition  and  the  ever  increas- 
ing responsibilities  of  extending  £m}»re 
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have  placed,  and  will  place,  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  subjects  of  King  Edward. 
1  am  no  pessimist.  I  firmly  beUeve  in 
the  capab  lities  and  energy  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  and  have  confidence  that,  with 
the  ancient  pluck  of  their  race,  the 
future  of  the  Empire  will  be  made  by  its 
sons  and  daughters  even  more  glorious 
than  its  memorable  past,  if  only  we, 
the  fathers  of  the  rising  generation,  do 
not  neglect  our  duties,  but  give  our 
sons  and  our  grandsons  a  chance  to 
equip  themselves  properly  for  the  con- 
test, and  see  that,  in  founding  the 
mightiest  Empire  the  world  has  ever 
known,  we  do  not,  by  our  indifference 
and  carelessness,  hinder  nature  in  her 
efforts  to  people  that  Empire  with  an  Im- 
perial race. 

♦The  lord  BISHOP  of  RIPON  :  My 
Lords,  I  make  no  apology  for  rising  in 
-support  of  the  inquiry  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  asked  for.  I  am  sure  that  every 
man  who  desires  to  see  a  great  and 
efficient  race  raised  in  these  islands  and 
in  the  Greater  Britain  beyond  the  seas 
will  feel  that  it  never  can  be  uuMnse  to 
investigate  the  conditions  of  life,  and  to 
see  how  far  they  contribute  to  the 
development  of  a  fine  and  noble  race. 
I  am  not  here  for  one  moment,  therefore, 
to  hold  a  brief  on  behalf  of  any  pessimistic 
attitude  with  regard  to  the  population  or 
its  physical  deterioration,  but  I  am  here 
to  try  and  show  that  tKere  are  very  good 
grounds  for  asking  for  a  searching  and 
careful  inquiry.  I  do  not  wish  to 
approach  this  matter  in  a  spirit  of  dread, 
for  there  are  so  many  matters  which 
appear  incontrovertibly  to  prove  that  over 
a  large  period  of  years  a  distinct  advance 
has  been  made,  and  this  it  would  be 
neither  wise  nor  politic  to  overlook.  In 
the  first  instance,  there  has  been  an 
improvement  with  regard  to  the  stature 
and  vigour  of  the  population  of  our 
country.  As  compared  with  a  hundred 
years  ago  our  population  has  trebled,  and 
nearly  quadrupled-from  8,900,000  to 
-32,500,000.  As  a  result  of  investigation 
made  by  the  British  Association  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  the  stature  of  the 
race  has  risen  within  the  last  generation 
or  two  from  5  feet  7J  inches  to  5  feet 
8i  inches,  and  I  am  sure  we  are  all 
acquainted  with  the  commonplace  argu- 
ment that  we  have  only  to  visit  the 
Tower  of  London  and  attempt  to  put  on 


the  armour  of  our  ancestors  to  ascertain 
how  far  far  the  physique  of  the  race  has 
developed  in  the  course  of  centuries. 
We  should  not  look  upon  things  from  a 
dark  point  of  view.  Petulance  and  fear 
paint  everything  dark,  and  one  can  see 
nothing  in  the  dark. 

I,  for  one,  am  prepared  to  say  at  the 
outset,  that  there  is  so  much  to  encourage 
us,  that  we  ought  to  face  every  inquiry 
with  a  wise  and  well-balanced  judgment. 
Amongst  such  encouraging  features  is 
the  increase  of  longevity.  The  child 
bom  yesterday,  if  it  was  a  boy,  can  look 
forward  to  4'39  years  more  of  life  than  did 
the  child  of  fifty  years  ago ;  and  if  a 
girl,  her  expectation  is  6*11  years  more. 
In  other  words,  there  is  a  distinct  in- 
crease in  the  expectation  of  life,  and  to 
every  child  born  to-day  there  is  the 
opportunity  of  from  four  to  six  years 
longer  service  of  its  country  and  race. 
It  is  true  that  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
advance  of  medical  skill  and  sanitary 
science,  but  these  have  combined  with 
the  happier  conditions  of  modern  life  to 
give  the  greater  chance  of  a  vigorous 
and  healthy  race.  Such  constitute  to 
us  abundant  reasons  for  gratitude  that 
our  lot  is  cast  in  an  age  of  greater 
physical  and  material  advantages.  But 
surely  for  that  very  reason  we  ought  to 
bok  more  anxiously  and  more  carefully 
to  ascertain  whether  any  causes  are  at 
work  which  may  arrest  these  happy  and 
healthful  conditions.  The  greater  caution, 
therefore,  should  be  exercised  by  us  leet 
unobserved  changes  should  be  introduced 
which  might  deprive  us  of  so  noble  an 
inheritance  and  undermine  the  physical 
vigour  of  our  race.  Whatever  we  send 
beyond  the  seas  in  the  form  of  manu- 
factured goods,  believe  me  to  export 
men  and  women  of  noble  and  healthy 
physique,  who  will  be  worthy  representa- 
tives of  our  people  on  other  shores,  must 
form  the  most  importantcommodity  of  our 
manufacture.  Far  more  than  gold 
mines  and  acquired  territories  is  the 
manufacture  of  that  manhood  and 
womanhood  which  can  go  forth  with 
strength,  intelligence,  and  moral  force 
to  fulfil  the  destinies  of  our  people. 

I  am  bound,  therefore,  to  ask  you  to 
consider  those  great  and  grave  questions 
which  are  being  put  to  us  by  men  who 
have  studied  these  matters  deeply  and 
who  ask  that  those  questions  may  be 
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answered  "yes"  or  "no"  after  due  and 
oareful  inquiry.  Are  we  sending  out 
in  suiBcient  quantity  and  in  sufficient 
quality  a  race  which  is  calculated  to 
hold  this  great  Empire  together  and  to 
fulfil  what  we  all  helieve  to  be  the  duties 
and  the  destinies  of  our  people  1  The 
answers  which  are  given  by  some  who 
have  considered  the  matter  are,  that  as 
regards  numbers  our  population  is  not 
growing  as  rapidly  as  it  should,  but  that 
the  declining  rate  of  increase  is  a 
matter  of  great  moment.  Let  me 
ask  your  Lordships  to  notice  one  or 
two  facts  in  this  matter.  First, 
I  take  the  birth  rate.  The  birth  rate, 
which  was  363  in  1876,  had  declined  in 
1898  to  29-4.  But  birth  rate  is,  perhaps, 
not  in  itself  a  final  test  of  the  increase  of 
population.  Experts,  therefore,  have 
called  our  attention  to  the  marriage 
question,  and  have  endeavoured  to  arrive 
at  some  definite  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
ductive power  of  marriages  in  this 
country.  Dr.  Newsholme,  taking  a 
large  range  of  married  people  of  the 
age  in  which  a  family  would  naturally 
be  expected,  reached  the  conclusion 
that  in  1,000  such  marriages  the  children 
bom  in  1871  were  equal  to  292,  in  1881, 
to  286,  and  in  1891  to  264.  Here  is  a 
distinct  fall  in  the  out-put  of  the  popu- 
1  ition. 

I  turn  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Edward 
Cannan,  a  well  recognised  expert  in 
political  economics.  In  order  not  to  be 
betrayed  by  a  mere  superficial  estimate 
of  figures,  he  arranged  a  careful  system 
by  which  the  births  of  one  year  could 
be  compared  with  the  births  of  twenty 
six  years  previously  in  order  to  test  the 
relative  increase.  Taking  the  cases, 
of  married  women  under  forty-five 
years  of  age,  he  found  that  for  100 
births  twenty-six  years  previously,  there 
were  in  1880,  139;  that  is,  an  increase 
of  39  per  cent.  But  when  the  same 
comparison  was  made  for  the  year  1890, 
the  figure  was  only  117.  Making  the 
comparison  once  more  for  the  year  1 900, 
the  figure  was  only  108.  Here,  again, 
is  a  distinct  drop  in  the  output  of  popu- 
lation. But  Mr.  Cannan  undertook  a 
further  calculation.  He  arranged  a 
system  which  he  called  a  system  of 
"  weighted  marriages  " — that  is  to  say, 
he  only  selects  married  people  of  an  age 
in  which  a  family  is  probable,  and  he 
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considers  what  are  the  normal  figures  of 
birth  rate  for  the  earher  and  the  later 
years  of  such  marriages.  Out  of  thi> 
careful  system  he  arrives  at  the  con- 
clusion that  whereas  the  size  of  the 
families  in  1880  was  434,  in  1890  it  had 
fallen  to  4  08,  and  in  1900  to  3*63;  in 
other  words,  in  twenty  years  the  average 
size  of  families  had  fallen  from  four 
and  one-third  to  three  and  two-thirds, 
on  which  he  makes  the  ominous 
remark  that  if  the  same  rate  of 
decline  continues  for  sixteen  years 
longer  the  source  of  natural  in- 
crease would  be  dried  up.  I  turn  now 
to  what  appears  to  be  confirmatory 
evidence  of  this  decline  in  the  s'ze  of 
families.  If  there  is  a  diminution  in  the 
rate  of  increase  that  diminution  will  show 
itself  in  the  lessened  proportion  of  the 
number  of  children.  In  order  to  test 
this,  I  propose  to  take  the  census  Retunis 
of  1881  and  the  two  following  decades. 
If  we  divide  the  population  into  two 
sections,  those  under  fifteen  to  represent 
the  child  section,  and  those  above  fifteen 
the  older  section,  we  encounter  the 
following  results—that  whereas  in  1881 
those  over  fifteen  numbered  16.505,848, 
those  under  fifteen  numbered  9,468,591. 
In  1891  the  population  over  fifteen  h»d 
risen  to  18,830,290,  and  the  children- 
that  is,  those  under  fifteen— numberel 
10,172,235.  In  1901  those  over  fifteen 
were  22,000,000,  and  those  under  fifteen, 
10,526,075.  That  is  to  say,  whereas  the 
children  under  fifteen  were  36"  5  per  cent 
of  the  total  population  in  1881,  they 
were  only  32-3  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion in  1901.  The  result  of  this  is,  and 
each  of  us  can  work  it  out  for  himseUi 
that  there  are  1,142,000  fewer  children 
under  fifteen  in  the  country  than  there 
would  have  been  if  the  proportion  of  1881 
had  been  maintained. 

Mr.  Thomas  Welton,  F.C.A.,  on  the 
basis  of  this  shortage  of  children, 
reckoned  that  in  the  seven  largest 
counties  there  were  858,500  children 
short  of  what  there  would  have  been 
had  the  old  rate  of  increase  been  main- 
tained, and  if  these  seven  counties  were 
taken  as  representatives  of  the  whole 
population,  the  shortage  of  children 
amounted  to  no  fewer  than  1,579,000. 
But  in  any  case  we  seem  to  be  con- 
fronted by  the  fact  that  there  are  more 
than  1,000,000  children  leas  than  there 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


1341       The  Natimal  Standard       {6  July  1903}  of  Physical  HeaUh.         1342 


vould  have  been  had  the  old  rates  of 
increase  continued,  and  this,  I  fear,  is 
not  a  matter  which  we  can  feel  ends  with 
the  census  of  1901.  One  of  the  daily 
papers  has  shown  us  that  the  case  of 
London  in  1902  exhibits  the  same 
tendency.  Then  the  birth  rate  fdl  to 
28*5,  that  is,  05  lower  than  it  was  in 
1901,  and  this  means  that  there  are  2,309 
children  fewer  in  London  than  there 
would  have  been  if  the  average  of  the 
previous  ten  years  bad  been  maintained. 
Now  it  may  be  said  that  a  diminished 
population  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  thing : 
it  may  arise  from  a  noble  and  self-denying 
spirit  actuating  its  citizens,  and  certainly 
I,  for  one,  would  pay  the  homage  of  my 
respect  to  any  man  who,  from  motives  of 
prudence  and  chivalry  refused  to  draw  to 
his  side  the  partner  of  his  life  till  he  had 
first  prepared  adequately  a  home  for  her 
and  her  children.  But  I  fear  that  these 
diminishing  returns  are  not  wholly  due 
to  creditable  or  self-denying  causes.  £  - 
perts  who  have  looked  at  the  matter  have 
come  to  this  conclusion  also.  Professor 
Marshall  tells  us — 

"In  France  for  a  long  time,  recently  in 
America,  and  to  a  less  extent  in  England, 
there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  abler  and 
■Dore  iotelligent  part  of  the  working-class 
population  to  avoid  having  large  families,  and 
I  his  is  a  Hource  of  great  danger." 

Dr.  J.  S.  Billings  attributes  in  the  same 
way  the  main  cause  of  the  declining  rate  of 
increase  to  the  deliberate  and  voluntary 
avoidance  of  child  bearing  on  the  part  of 
a  steadily  increasing  number  of  married 
people.  Dr.  Billings  is  speaking  for  the 
United  States  it  is  true,  but  the  fashion 
of  one  place  is  becoming,  I  fear,  the 
fashion  of  more  than  one  place.  A  doctor 
in  a  northern  city  told  me  that  £30  a 
week  was  paid  in  postal  orders  in  the 
purchase  of  appliances  for  the  restric- 
tion of  population.  But  we  are  not 
without  evidence  of  a  statistical  kind. 
Mr.  Welton,  whom  I  have  before  quoted, 
has  pointed  out,  and  he  has  based  his 
statistics  on  married  women  under  forty - 
five  years  of  age,  that  whereas  in  the 
decade  1881  to  1890  the  mean  number 
of  births  of  such  marriages  wjms'T^2,917, 
in  the  following  Hmjj^hitnirnn  number 
was  132,943,  an  iopi^bly  small  increase ; 
in  other  word^^hat  the  percentage  of 
birth  for  a^undred  wives  of  the  age 
mentione<rvvas  in  the  first  decade  27  2, 


and  in  the  second  decade  only  25-1.  And 
he  adds  the  ominous  conclusion — 

"  It  follows  that  we  have  gradnally  reached 
conditions  when  the  ratio  of  births  having 
jiunk  from  28 '3  to  23 '6,  the  natural  births  ara 
reduced  by  artificial  means  to  the  extent  of 
26,000  a  year,  or  300  a  week." 

He  continues  these  calculations  outside 
London  and  reaches  similar  conclusions. 
There  is,  therefore,  from  every  point  of 
view,  ground  for  inquiry  as  to  whether 
causes  are  not  at  work  which  tend  in  an 
unnatural  way  to  weaken  the  vigour,  the 
force,  and  the  numbers  of  the  growing 
population  of  the  country. 

But  we  sometimes  console  ourselves 
that  the  deficiencies  of  the  mother  coimtry 
are  compensated  by  the  vigour  and  pro- 
lific character  of  the  colonies.  I  am 
afraid  that  here,  too,  we  must  read  the 
story  of  a  declining  rate  of  increase  in 
the  population.  Take  the  case  of  Canada. 
Canada  increased  in  the  decade,  1871  to 
1880,  by  839,000.  In  the  following 
decade  her  increase  was  508,000,  and  in 
the  last  decade,  1891  to  1900,  it  was 
506,000.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Cannan,  that  Scotland,  which  has  a 
population  800,000  less  than  that  of 
Canada,  yet  increased  by  natural  means 
500,000  within  the  last  decade.  What 
can  we  say  when  the  increase  of  Canada, 
with  its  larger  population,  only  exceeds 
that  of  Scotland  by  6,000?  I  turn  to 
Australia,  and  I  meet  the  same  story  of 
diminishing  births.  The  births  in  1891 
were  126,000 ;  they  had  fallen  in  1899 
to  114,000.  And  lastly,  when  I  group 
together  the  Colonies  of  Australia, 
Canada,  and  New  Zealand,  and  compare 
their  population  to-day  with  their  popula- 
tion of  thirty  years  ago,  I  find  in  all 
cases  a  tendency  to  a  diminished  birth 
rate.  It  has  been  calculated  by  Mr.  J. 
A.  Baines,  C.S.I.,  that  the  percentage  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age  is 
normdly  12*70  of  the  whole  population. 
Let  us  take  this  figure  and  test  the  con- 
dition of  the  colonies  I  have  named.  In 
1871  the  number  of  children  in  these 
colonies  under  five  years  of  age  was  16*5 
of  their  whole  population.  In  1901  the 
number  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  was  represented  by  11*66  ^  that  is  to 
say,  while  in  1871  the  children  under 
five  were  4  per  cent,  above  the  normal 
they  are  now  1  per  cent,  under  the 
normal  figure.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
an  Empire  of  great  and  extensive  colonies; 
it  is  true  that  the  spaces  of  the  earth  are 
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,.en  to  us.   but  of   what  ™  .e  -  .e— ^^^^^^^^ 

these  unless    a    g^^at, .  numerou     and      84J  ^^^    ^  ^^^  ^    ,nche8    in 

vigorous    population     is    "^^y. '.°,.^''    n 883  it  was  dropped  to   5  feet  3    mch^. 
tlfem.  or  how  can   we,  with  d.rn.msh.ng    1883  iX  wasjl^^pp  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
numbers,  speak  with  our  enemies  in  the  ,  anci  '  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^    593-4  per 

gate^  Lord  Rosebery  rightly  said-  ,  ^Z^^l^  ^ere  under  the  old  standard 
^.An  En,pire  i«  but  little  «.e  without  ,  Jl^OU^and^  W  ^^^^  ^  .^^^^^^  ^he  chest 
an  Imperial  race."  I  measurement,    again,    was    a     S*^*^'^') 

I  turn  now  to  the  second   allegation     ~r«^        -^  ^,3^      j  i,  1901    I  find 
namely,  that  there  are  signs  of  a  de-  thousand  were  "'^d^^tf'^ 

terioration  in  physique  amongst  our  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  In  the  matter  of  weight 
population.      It   is  not  ray  Purpose   to  ,^  j^  ^^^  ^  great  weight,  but 

Lmmit  myself    ^o  these   figures.     %    »  .^    ^^^^    ^^        P^^^g^g^Te? 

only  object  is  to  prove  that  there  are  ,  ^^^^^  ^^.^   ^^.ght    ,n    1898     -ba 

adequate    grounds    for     inquiry,      l^u^  thousand    were    under    it,    and  m 

when    I  look  at   the  arguments   which    P^  thousand.  As    a 

are  adduced,  I  first  encounter  ^hat  1  ^^^^^^^  result  the  War  Ofhce  Keport 
may  describe  as  some  birth  facts.  f»^«^^  1  fells  us  that  12-30  per  thousand  repre- 
has  been  an  increase  in  infant  morta  ity  ^    increase  of  rejection    in    1  JUi, 

Tn  the  decade  from  1871  to  1880  o    149    ^^  ,  ,^        offering  themseWes 

per  thousand  ;  in  the  next  decade  ,t  had    ^^^^    j^    f^„^    ^„d     Wales     the    niUo 
risen  to  16059  per  thousand  ;   and   in    ^    ^^^^^  ^^  thousand  was  30   per  cent., 
the  last  decade  to  173-45  per  thousand^    ^^.^^^  .399.77  p^^  thousand. 
Within  the  last  thirty  years  births  with  ,  -^^^^  ^f  niilitary  experts  speak 

congenital  defects  have  risen  from  1  85  I      The  opinions  o  ,^j^    ^j^j,  „-h,ch 

to  4-08.     Perhaps  still  more  striking  is  ;  pre^y  freely   of    J«^PP  ^^^^^   feel 

are    arrived   at  by   mspection    a  id    in     ha,^e  ^^e  ^«  ^^,,^    the    starting 

vestigation.     And  here  let  me  first  speak    s  on    and    Jere  .^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^j 

of  Amy  Returns.     I  am  quite  ready    o    statement  that^he  en  „„,^eognised 

admit  that  Army  Returns  ought  not  ^ 'l  ^'^/y    °f  ^m  in  the  schools  of^Edin- 
be  regarded  as  final  or  «uffic,ent  evidence    ai  ments.     Thus  .         ^^^         . 
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and  weighed  85  lbs.,  and  the  Gentile 
children  in  good  localities  measured 
57  ins.  and  weighed  77  lbs.,  the  Gentile 
children  in  the  poorer  localities  measured 
only  50^  ins.  and  weighed  only  67^  lbs. 
I  submit  therefore  that  there  is  evidence 
which  warrants  our  inquiring  into  the 
physical  condition  of  the  population. 

One  more  fact  needs  to  be  noticed, 
because  it  has  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  public  welfare.  The  rural 
districts,  it  will  be  admitted,  are  the 
reservoirs  of  our  national  strength. 
We  are  no  longer  a  nation  in  which 
the  rural  districts  are  as  populous  as 
they  were.  In  1870  the  urban 
population  was  15,697,000,  and  the 
rural  population  15,787,000;  that  is 
to  say,  the  urban  and  the  rural  popula- 
tions were  equally  balanced.  Fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  people  were  then  in  the 
country  districts.  To-day  this  has  been 
reversed,  and  only  23  per  cent,  of  the 
population  can  be  reckoned  as  rural  ;  77 
are  urban.  What  becomes  of  the  popu- 
lation crowded  into  the  towns  ■?  The 
influence  of  the  town  is  to  burn  up  the 
population  in  numbers  and  in  vigour. 
You  have  heard  from  Lord  Meath  Dr 
Gantlie's  evidence  that  it  is  difficult  to 
find  the  fourth  generation  of  a  Londoner. 
Professor  Marshall  tells  us  the  same. 
Only  a  very  small  proportion,  he  says,  of 
those  artisans  to  whom  London  owes  its 
pre-fimint»noe    as   a     centre     of   highly 

parents     who 

fire  scarcely 

born 


districts  we  may  do  much  to  conserve 
the  general  vigour  of  the  population. 
iMy  object  in  asking  for  this  inquiry  i* 
not  from  any  belief  that  we  can  do  very 
much  by  distinct  legislation,  but 
that  by  such  inquiry  we  may  be  enabled, 
to  rouse  public  attention  and  pubhc 
spirit  in  these  important  matters.  We 
are  tempted  to  ask  whether  a  change 
has  not  come  over  the  moral  ideals  of 
the  people.  Is  it  true  that  as  a 
generation  we  love  pleasure  more  and 
responsibility  less?  Have  we  formed 
different  ideas  of  family  life  1  Is  the 
child  tliat  was  once  a  welcome  additioa 
to  the  home  circle  now  regarded  as  a 
burden  ?  If  this  should  be  the  case 
we  might  well  despair  of  the  common- 
wealth. But  I  am  persuaded  that  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  reinvigorate  our 
moral  ideals  by  an  improved  public 
opinion.  Then  better  and  nobler  days- 
are  before  us;  then,  when  duty  and 
responsibility,  rather  than  pleasure  and 
comfort,  are  the  guides  of  our  conduct,, 
we  shall  bring  back  that  time  when 
the  home  was  the  unit  of  the  nation, 
and  the  sanctity,  happiness,  and  vigour 
of  the  home  were  matters  of  careful 
thought  and  attention,  and  in  this  way 
we  .shall  bring  back  those  conditions 
which  make  for  the  happiness  of  the 
individual  and  for  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

^     The  lord    PRESIDENT    of    the 

'  COUNCIL  (the  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
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^iven  to  us;  but  of  what  service  are 
these  unless  a  ^reat,  numerous,  and 
vigorous  population  is  ready  to  fill 
-them,  or  how  can  we,  with  diminishing 
numbers,  speak  with  our  enemies  in  the 
gate  ?    Lord  Rosebery  rightly  said— 

"An  Empire  is  bat  little  use  without 
an  Imperial  race." 

I  turn  now  to  the  second  allegation, 
-namely,  that  there  are  signs  of  a  de- 
terioration in  physique  amongst  our 
population.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
commit  myself  to  these  figures.  My 
only  object  is  to  prove  that  there  are 
adequate  grounds  for  inquiry.  But 
when  I  look  at  the  arguments  which 
Are  adduced,  I  first  encounter  what  1 
may  describe  as  some  birth  facts.  There 
has  been  an  increase  in  infant  mortality 
in  the  decade  from  1871  to  1880  of  149 
per  thousand  ;  in  the  next  decade  it  had 
risen  to  160- 59  per  thousand ;  and  in 
the  last  decade  to  173-45  per  thousand. 
Within  the  last  thirty  years  births  with 
congenital  defects  have  risen  from  1-85 
to  4-08.  Perhaps  still  more  striking  is 
the  fact  that  in  the  last  fifty  years  we 
Are  told  that  premature  births  have  risen 
300  per  cent.  But  from  t'hese  birth 
facts  we  may  turn  to  those  results  which 
are  arrived  at  by  inspection  and  in- 
vestigation. And  here  let  me  first  speak 
of  Anny  Betums.  I  am  quite  ready  to 
itdmit  that  Army  Returns  ought  not  to 
be  regarded  as  final  or  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  state  of  the  whole  population.  In 
the  nature  of  the  case  they  are  only 
partial,  but  this  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  saying  that  they  have  no  value  at 
..all  __They  certainly  represent  samples  of 
some  '^dftsses  of  the  population.  They 
jare,  in  one  se2fi>;fy  a  test  of  the  condition 
of  the  rural  popul"at*Jon.  For  let  me 
remind  your  Lordships  t'lhat  in  1901,  out 
of  76,750  men  inspected,  -4^,1^9,  are 
classed  as  labourers,  servants,  and 
husbandmen — that  is,  I  take  it,  th(^  are 
representatives  of  the  rural  population. 
But,  out  of  these,  15,095— that  is,  30*7  ^ 
per  cent. — were  rejected.  This  has 
4ts  significance,  and  while,  of  course,  not 
to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  a  deterioration 
throughout  the  whole  population,  is 
surely  sufficient  to  constitute  evidence 
which  calls  for  inquiry. 

I  do  not  propose  to  weary  you  with 
the  more  particular  results  which  come 
irom    the    Army   Returns,  but   I  may 
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remind  your  Lordships  that  whereas  m 
1845  the  standard  height  for  admission 
to  the  Armv  was  5  feet  6  inches,  in 
1883  it  was  dropped  to  5  feet  3  inches, 
and  in  1900  to  5  feet,  and  that  of  the 
men  in  1901  no  fewer  than  593'4  per 
thousand  were  under  the  old  standard 
height  of  5  feet  6  inches.  The  chest 
measurement,  again,  was  a  34  indi 
standard  up  to  1883,  and  in  1901  I  find 
that  51 1  -8  per  thousand  were  under  this 
measurement.  In  the  matter  of  weight 
8  stone  8  lbs.  is  not  a  great  weight,  but 
whereas  in  1871  159*4  per  thousand 
were  under  this  weight,  in  1898  269 
per  thousand  were  under  it,  and  in 
1901  325  per  thousand.  As  a 
general  result  the  War  Office  Report 
tells  us  that  12-30  per  thousand  repre- 
sents the  increase  of  rejection  in  1901, 
and  amongst  those  offering  themselves 
from  England  and  Wales  the  ratio 
rejected  per  thousand  was  30  per  cent., 
being  299*77  per  thousand. 

The  opinions  of  military  experts  speak 
pretty  freely  of  the  apprehension  which 
those  interested  in  military  matters  feel 
regarding  the  material  from  which  the 
Army  is  drawn.  But  we  have  not  o^ 
military  statistics  to  proceed  upon.  We 
have  the  results  of  the  Scottish  Commis- 
sion, and  here  we  have  the  startling 
statement  that  the  children  in  the  schook 
very  often  suffer  from  imrecognised 
ailments.  Thus,  in  the  schools  of  Edin- 
burgh no  fewer  than  700  children  were 
found  suffering  from  phthisis,  1,300  from 
heart  complaints,  and  1 5,000  from  lesser 
ailments.  Every  one  of  these  children 
suffering  from  an  unrecognised  ailment 
might  be  protected  and  developed  into 
a  more  h«dthy  child  bj  a  little  care, 
thought,  and  medical  inspection.  I  must 
pass  by  the  statements  which  have 
already  been  put  before  your  Lordships 
by  Lord  Meath,  but  it  is  enough  for  us 
to  remember  that  in  the  evidence  which 
is  brought  before  us  the  question  of  race 
plays  but  a  small  part.     The  enfeebled 

Sndition  of  the  children  both  in  height 
d  weight  is,  as  far  as  evidence  goes, 
rat'i^er  a  result  of  conditions  than  of 
pedigroft  You  have  heard  how  the 
boys  in  our  jiublic  schools  are  taller  and 
heavier  than  t6oKi.«i  in  factories  and  in- 
dustrial schools,  ittr.  Hall,  in  Leeds, 
arrived  at  similar  results^  for  he  showed 
us  that  while  the  Jewisb  children  of 
twelve  years  of  age  measured  57^   in. 
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and  weighed  85  lbs.,  and  the  Gentile 
children  in  good  localities  measured 
57  ins.  and  weighed  77  lbs.,  the  Gentile 
children  in  the  poorer  localities  measured 
only  50^  ins.  and  weighed  only  674  lbs. 
I  submit  therefore  that  there  is  eriaence 
which  warrants  our  inquiring  into  the 
physical  condition  of  the  popubtion. 

One  more  fact  needs  to  be  noticed, 
because  it  has  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  public  welfare.  The  rural 
districts,  it  will  be  admitted,  are  the 
reservoirs  of  our  national  strength. 
We  are  no  longer  a  nation  in  which 
the  rural  districts  are  as  populous  as 
they  were.  In  1870  the  urban 
population  was  15,697,000,  and  the 
rural  population  15,787,000;  that  is 
to  say,  the  urban  and  the  rural  popula- 
tions were  equally  balanced.  Fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  people  were  then  in  the 
country  districts.  To-day  this  has  been 
reversed,  and  only  23  per  cent,  of  the 
population  can  be  reckoned  as  rural ;  77 
are  urban.  What  becomes  of  the  popu- 
lation crowded  into  the  towns  t  The 
influence  of  the  town  is  to  burn  up  the 
population  in  numbers  and  in  vigour. 
You  have  heard  from  Lord  Meath  Dr 
Cantlie's  evidence  that  it  is  difficult  to 
find  the  fourth  generation  of  a  Londoner. 
Professor  Marshall  tells  us  the  same. 
Only  a  very  small  proportion,  he  says,  of 
those  artisans  to  whom  London  owes  its 
pre-eminence  as  a  centre  of  highly 
skilled  work  come  from  parents  who 
were  born  there,  and  there  are  scarcely 
any  whose  grandparents  were  born 
there.  In  other  words,  not  merely  do 
the  conditions  of  the  town  impair  the 
physical  vigour,  but  that  inestimable 
quality  of  energy  is  weakened  amongst 
the  urban  population.  Lowered  vitality, 
less  energy,  are  the  inevitable  results  of 
unfortunate  town  conditions. 

Our  aim,  therefore,  should  be,  seeing 
that  the  country,  as  the  natural 
reservoir  of  strength  and  energy,  is 
being  depleted,  to  pay  as  much  heed  as 
we  can  to  the  conditions  of  town  life,  to 
make  our  town  conditions  approximate 
08  far  as  possible  to  country  ones,  and, 
I  might  venture  to  say,  our  country 
conditions  to  approximate  as  much  as 
possible  to  our  town  conditions.  By 
giving  health  to  the  towns  and  providing 
recreation  and  attraction  in  our  country 


districts  we  may  do  much  to  conserve 
the  general  vigour  of  the  population. 
My  object  in  asking  for  this  inquiry  is- 
not  from  any  belief  that  we  can  do  very 
much  by  distinct  legislation,  but 
that  by  such  inquiry  we  may  be  enabled 
to  rouse  pubhc  attention  and  public 
spirit  in  these  important  matters.  We 
are  tempted  to  ask  whether  a  change 
has  not  come  over  the  moral  ideals  of 
the  people.  Is  it  true  that  as  a 
generation  we  love  pleasure  more  and 
responsibility  less)  Have  we  formed 
different  ideas  of  family  life  %  Is  the 
child  that  was  once  a  welcome  addition 
to  the  ,home  circle  now  regarded  as  a 
burden  1  If  this  should  be  the  case 
we  might  well  despair  of  the  common* 
wealth.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  reinvigorate  our 
moral  ideals  by  an  improved  puUic 
opinion.  Then  better  and  nobler  day» 
are  before  usj  then,  when  duty  and 
responsibility,  rather  than  pleasure  and 
comfort,  are  the  guides  of  our  conduct^ 
we  shall  bring  back  that  time  when 
the  home  was  the  unit  of  the  nation, 
and  the  sanctity,  happiness,  and  vigour 
of  the  home  were  matters  of  careful 
thought  and  attention,  and  in  this  way 
we  shall  bring  back  those  conditions 
which  make  for  the  happiness  of  the 
individual  and  for  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (the  Duke  of  Devonshire)  r 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  your  Lordships 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  House  is 
deeply  indebted  to  the  noble  Earl  and 
to  the  right  rev.  Prelate  for  the  speeches 
with  which  they  have  brought  before 
it  this  Question,  than  which  none  can 
be  more  important  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country.  I  must,  in  the  first 
instance,  congratulate  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  change  which  he  has  introduced 
into  this  Question  since  he  first  placed 
it  on  the  Notice  Paper.  The  latter  part 
of  his  notice  then  ran — 

"  To  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  what 
steps  they  propose  to  take  in  order  to  arrest 
this  physical  deterioration,  which  varied  and 
undoubted  evidence  shows  to  be  gradually 
taking  place  among  the  poorer  portions  of 
the  populations  of  the  large  cities  of  Great 
Britain,  and  which,  if  allowed  to  continue 
unchecked,  threatens  the  State  with  grave 
national  peril." 
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In  those  words  the  noble  Earl,  I  think, 
unduly  assumed  what  he  has  attempted 
to-day  to  prove,  that  an  actual  deteriora- 
tion is  taking  place  in  the  physical 
condition  of  the  people.  He  also  assumed 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  His  Majesty's 
GoTemment,  without  further  inquiry 
and  without  obtaining  further  advice, 
to  take  certain  steps  to  remedy  that 
deterioration.  I  think  the  noble  Earl 
has  been  very  well  advised  n  altering 
the  form  of  his  Question  and  asking 
simply  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  enter  into  any 
inquiry  on  the  subject. 

Perhaps  I  had  better  advert  first,  for 
a  moment,  to  a  Question  which  is  not 
referred  to  in  the  notice  on  the  Paper, 
but  of  which  the  right  rev.  Prelate  gave 
me  private  notice — namely,  as  to  the 
symptoms  which  he  thinks  exist,  not  of 
&  decrease,  but  of  a  retardation  of  the 
rate  of  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
country.  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will 
not  expect  me  to  follow  the  extremely 
able,  if  somewhat  elaborate,  argumeni 
which  the  right  rev.  Prelate  addressed  to 
us  on  that  subject.  It  must,  I  think, 
have  been  a  subject  of  astonishment  to 
your  Lordships,  as  it  has  been  to  myself, 
that  it  should  be  possible  for  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  to  rarry  in  his  memory  the 
mass  of  figures  and  statistics  he  placed 
before  your  Lordships,  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  without  the  assistance  of  a  single 
note.  If  I  had  many  days  in  which  to 
•consider  all  the  figures  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  has  placed  before  us,  I .  do  not 
know  that  I  could  feel  sure  of  being  able 
to  arrive  at  any  accurate  conclusion  on 
that  subject.  It  requires  a  trained  pro- 
fessional statistician  to  deal  with  statistics 
of  that  character  and  arrive  at  an 
accurate  conclusion  upon  them.  All  I 
was  able  to  do  when  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  gave  me  notice  that  he  was 
going  to  add  his  Question  to  that  of  the 
noble  Earl  was  to  consult  the  Local 
Oovernment  Board  as  to  the  opinion 
which  they  had  formed  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  possible  retardatipn  of  the  rate 
of  population ;  and  this  is  the  opinion 
which  I  have  obtained  from  them : — 

"  The  Bishop  of  KipoD,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Ddke  of  Devonshire,  speaks  also  of  a  retro- 
gression or  retardation  of  the  increase  of  the 
|x>pulation.  This,  however,  is  not  so.  At 
«ach  census  during  the  last  ninety  years  there 
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has  been  a  deoennial  increase  of  the  popnlatioo,  ■ 
varying  from  11-6  to  18-0  per  cent.  At  the 
last  oensuB,  1901,  the  increase  was  12*2,  com- 
pared with  11 '7  at  the  preceding  census. 
The  population  was  over  3,5b0,000  more  than 
in  1891.  It  is  the  fact  that  the  birth-rate  has 
declined  during  the  list  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  during  the  last  five  years  there  has  been 
a  tendency  to  a  rise  in  the  marriage-rate,  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  u  arresting 
the  fall  in  the  birth-rate.  There  has,  no  doubt, 
been  a  growth  of  emigration  from  country  to 
town,  with  the  result  that  the  increase  of  the 
town  population  has  been  much  greater  than 
the  increase  of  the  country  popiuation.  The 
increase  of  the  country  populatim,  including 
urban  districts  with  less  than  5,000  inhabitants, 
during  the  last  decennial  period  was  just  over 
3  per  cent.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
number  of  children  in  the  average  family  is 
decreasine,  but  there  are  no  official  statistics 
on  this  subject,  and  any  statement  upon  it 
must  be  conjectural." 

I  quite  admit  that  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
has  brought  before  our  notice,  at  all 
events,  many  facts  which  are  eminently 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  which  may 
tend  to  modify  in  some  degree  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  at  the  present  time 
by  the  Department  chiefly  concerned, 
and  they  will,  no  doubt,  form  the  subject 
of  most  careful  inquiry  by  that  Depart- 
ment. But  it  appears  to  me  that,  im- 
portant as  that  part  of  the  question  is, 
it  is  perhaps  less  important  than  the 
other  branch  of  the  subject  which  has 
been  raised  to-day.  If  the  condition  of 
a  large  part  of  our  population  is  such  as 
it  has  been  described,  and  if  this  alleged 
deterioration  is  taking  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  numbers  of  the 
population  who  dwell  in  our  towns,  then 
it  seems  to  me  doubtful  whether  it  can 
be  an  object  which  anv  of  us  desire  that 
the  population  should  go  on  increasing 
under  conditions  which,  as  it  appears, 
are  unfavourable  to  their  health  and 
physical  development.  It  appears  to  me, 
also,  a  question  whether  the  two  branches 
of  this  inquiiT  can  be  satisfactorily  con- 
ducted together,  and  whether  it  is  not 
desirable  that  our  attention  should  first 
be  concentrated  on  the  subject  of  the 
alleged  deterioration  of  our  population. 
As  to  that  deterioration,  the  evidencts 
which  has  been  referred  to  is  chiefly  that 
obtained  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Recruiting.     He  speaks  of — 

"  the  gradual  deterioration  of  the  physique  of 
the  working  classes,  from  which  the  bulk  of 
the  recniits  must  always  be  drawn," 

and  he  goes  on  to  say  that  in  the  reports 
from  all  the  manufacturing  districts  stress 
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is  iDvariably  laid  on  the  number  of  men  ;  deterioration  in  the  physique  of  the  town 
rejected  on  account  of  bad  teeth,  flat  feet,  I  working-classes  in  this  country,  but.rather 

and  inferior  physique.    His  statement  of  '  that  it  has  improved  of  recent  years ;  and 
the  way  in  which  the  working  classes    that  if  a  better  class  of  men  do  not  enlist 
have  deteriorated  appears  to  be  based    it  is  because    a  more    permanent    and 
solely  on  the  reports  of  recruiting  officers   lucrative  prospect  is  oflfered  in  civil  life, 
in    these    manufacturing    districts,    and       ,    ,  .     ■     ,  ■     ■ 

must  be,  to  a  very  large  extent,  a  1  do  not  submit  those  conclusions  as 
matter  of  personal  observation  and  absolutely  conclusive  on  the  subject, 
opinion.  They  are  not,  and  I  do  I  but  they  do  offer  for  our  consideration 
not  believe  they  can  be,  supported  by  '  another  view  of  the  question  from  that 
any  accurate  statistics.  1  ""awh  has  been  presented  by  the  noble 

Some  reference  has  been  made  to  the  '  Lords  who  have  preceded  me.  But,  my 
statistics  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  ,  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  at  all 
Inspector-General  of  Recruiting  showing '  necessary  to  prove  that  there  is  actual 
the  percentage  of  recruits  rejected  as  '  deterioration  going  on  with  respect  to 
unfit  for  military  service  on  medical  |  the  physical  condition  of  any  class  of  the 
examination.  Those  Returns,  however,  population.  These  figures  do  undoubtedly 
appear  to  me  to  be  absolutely  inconclusive  |  present  for  our  consideration  a  question 
in  regard  to  the  question  of  deterioration    at  the  present  moment  which,  whether 

.  of  any  large  part  of  otu:  population.  ;  it  is  better  or  worse  than  it  has  been  in 
There  is  one  factor  in  the  matter  as  to .  former  years,  is  suiBciently  grave  and 
which  no  figures  are  given,  and  which  yet  i  important  to  merit  the  fullest  considera- 
seems  to  me  to  govern  the  whole  question  tion  and  inquiry.  The  subject  has  been 
— that  is  to  say,  the  number  of  recruits  broughtrecently  under  the  consideration 
that  are  rejected  by  the  recruiters  before  |  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  In 
undergoing  a  medical  examination  at  all.  j  a  Minute  by  the  Director-General  of  the 
No  attempt  is  made  to  give  the  number  ^rmy  Medical  Department.  Sir  William 
of  these  recruits,  and  the  number  of  those  |  Taylor,  which  I  propose  to  lay  on  the 
rejected  at  the  subsequent  medical  ex-  Xable,  that  officer  says— 
amination  must  depend  to  a  large  extent  i     ..^^^  ^  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^,,^^ 

on  the  care  and  stringency  with  which  ^^^  examined  by  the  medical  recruiting 
that  preliminary  examination  has  been  ;  officer  points  clearly  to  poornexs  of  recruiting 
conducted.     If  your  Lordships  look  at    material." 

the  return  of  recruiting  last  year,  you  will  j  And  this  does  not  represent  the  whole  of 
see  that  entirely  different  results  will  be  j  the  physical  unfitness  among  men  who 
obtained  from  the  figures  given,  according  geek  to  become  soldiers.  A  large  number 
as  you  take  a  period  of  five  years .  of  m^n  are  rejected  by  the  recruiting 
or  three  years.  Beginning  in  1898 1  sergeants,  and  are  never  medically 
the  percentage  of  rejections  was  35  ;  j  inspected.  This  is  a  condition  of  things 
in  1899  it  was  32-9  ;  in  1900,  ^hj^jj  -^  serious,  not  only  from  the 
27-4;  in  1901,  29-04;  in  1902,  32  22.  i  military  point  of  view  but  from  the 
It  18  quite  impossible  to  suppose  that  jn^iygj^iai  point  of  view.  Another  passage 
those  figures  rea,lly  throw  any  light  on  j^  ^j^e  Minute  I  have  mentioned  says- 
the  phvsical  condition  of  the  population  I     „ ,,  ^,  ,^  ,       ...^ 

A     ■     ' ^x.  wTx.  ..  ku      ~  „        "  If  these  men  are  unfit  for  military  service, 

dunng  those  years.     Whatever  they  may    what  are  they  fit  for?" 

show,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the    .     .    .^    ^  .       ^i.  »  »u     „•  •         

physical  condition  of  an/'part  of  the  ^nd  it  states  that  the  rising  genera- 
population  varied  in  proiiortion  to  those  I  t'o-i  ?°  »"  "^^^^^  below  the  artisan 
figures.  Those  figures:and  the  conclusion  class  includes  a  large  number  of  men 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  Recruiting  of  very  low  physique.  I  trust  that 
based  upon  them,  have  also  been  examined  those  conclusions  may  be  to  a  certain 
by  the  officials  of  the  Local  Government  \  extent  exaggerated  and  extreme  con- 
Board  ;  and,  although  I  do  not  say  that  elusions.  Looking  to  the  very  stringent 
they  are  in  a  position  to  draw  broad  requirements  of  such  a  profession  as  the 
deductions  from  them,  they  are  at  least  military,  and  the  high  standard  of 
in  as  good  a  position  to  form  their  con- '  physique  which  is  neces-ary  to  make  a 
elusions  upon  them  as  the  Inspector- 1  really  good  soldier,  it  may  be  hoped 
General  of  Recruiting.  They  concur  in  ,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these 
the  view  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  •  rejected  candidates  for  enlistment  are 
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not  altogether  unfitted  for  acme  useful 
employment  in  civil  life.  But  un- 
doubtedly it  is  a  serious  fact  that  con- 
siderably more  than  one  in  three  of 
those  who  offer  themselves  for  enlist- 
ment are  pronounced  medically  unfit. 
That  is  a  subject  which  deserves  our 
most  careful  consideration.  I  do  not 
think  I  can  dwell  much  upon  the  con- 
clusions which  were  arrived  at  by  the 
Commissioners  on  Physical  Training  in 
Scotland.  I  do  not  understand  that 
they  arrived  at  any  definite  conclusion 
as  to  the  deterioration  or  otherwise  of 
anv  class  of  the  population  in  Scotland. 
All  they  say  is  that — 

"  There  exists  in  Scotland  an  undeniable 
degeneration  of  individuals  of  the  classes  where 
food  and  environment  are  defective. " 

This  means,  no  doubt,  not  a  degeneration 
as  compared  with  the  lower  classes  of 
previous  years,  but  as  compared  with 
the  less  needy  classes  of  the  present 
time.  These  questions  have  been 
brought,  as  I  have  said,  under  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
and  he  is,  and  has  been,  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Home  OflSce  and  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  upon  them. 
Those  Departments  are  all  agreed 
that  further  inquiry  of  a  complete 
and  searching  character  is  most  necessary, 
and  I  think  it  is  extremely  likely  that 
the  mode  of  inquiry  which  has  been  sug- 
gested, namely,  the  appointment  of  a 
Koyal  Commission,  will  be  found  to  be 
the  most  desirable.  But  we  are  not  dis- 
posed to  think  that  the  immediate 
appointment  of  that  Royal  Commission 
would  be  most  desirable.  We  are  not 
yet  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary  facts. 
The  general  Report  of  the  Registrar- 
General,  and  the  decennial  supplement, 
which  are  issued  after  every  census, 
are  in  course  of  preparation,  but  they 
have  not  yet  been  completed.  Further, 
we  consider  that  there  would  be  no  advan- 
tage in  appointing  a  Royal  Commission 
until  the  scope  of  its  inquiry  and  the 
terms  of  reference  had  been  made  the 
subject  of  the  most  careful  consideration. 
What  my  right  hon.  friends  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  and  the  Home  Secretary 
propose  to  do  is  to  consult  upon  these 
subjects,  in  the  first  instance  the  medical 
profession,  through  the  Coimcils  of  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  They 
propose  to  consult  with  them  as  to  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  information,  not 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


so  much  as  to  the  extent,  but — what 
appears  to  us  much  more  important — as 
to  the  causes  of  this  undoubted  physical 
deficiency  existing  in  some  parts  of  the 
population,  and  as  to  the  best  means  of 
remedying  these  deficiencies,  and  of  im- 
proving the  national  health  and  strength. 
We  propose  to  consult  these  bodies  as  to 
whether,  in  the  first  jdace,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission  would  be 
desirable ;  and,  if  so,  what  should  be  the 
reference  to  it  and  what  should  beiti 
composition.  When  these  preliminary 
inquiries  have  been  completed,  I  think 
that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  taking  further 
steps.  As  I  have  said,  though  I  cannot 
promise  the  immediate  appointment  of  a 
Hoyal  Commission  I  think  that  may  be 
found  to  be  the  most  expedient  course. 


all 


The  Earl  of  MANSFIELD:  M^ 
Lords,  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  are  all 
glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Duke  that 
some  means  of  dealing  with  this  subject 
are  in  prospect.  Having  been  the 
Chairman  of  the  Royal  CommissioD 
which  has  been  referred  to  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  I  am  sonaewhat  disap- 
pointed that  the  noble  Duke  has  not 
made  more  allusion  to  Scotland  in  his 
speech,  because,  so  far  as  I  could  leara, 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
other  authorities  quoted,  had  reference 
mainly  to  England  and  not  to  the 
portion  of  the  country  with  which  this 
Report  was  concerned.  And  I  may  lay 
that  I  regret  now,  not  as  a  Commissioner 
but  as  a  member  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  that  this  Commisaion  did  not 
extend  its  operations  to  a  larger  portion 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  because  it 
strikes  me  that  after  all  the  welfare  of 
the  rising  generation  is  very  much  the 
same,  whether  the  children  be  Scottish 
children  or  English  or  Welsh  children. 
I  am  disappointed  also  to  find  that 
something  more  is  not  going  to  be 
done  immediately  to  inquire  into  this 
subject  in^other  portions  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  At  the  same  time  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  what  the  Government 
put  their  hand  to  they  will  carry  out 
properly,  and  I  feel  sure  that  any  means 
that  can  be  found  to  show,  and  to  make 
others  in  the  country  realise,  the  serious 
state  of  matters  that  has  been  brought 
forward,  will  be  adopted  by  His  Majesty's 
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Oovernment.  The  reason  we  were  un- 1  the  working  elMs  feeding  prinoipallv  on  tea 
able  to  obtain  more  medical  information  (boUed),  wheaten  bread,  jams,  and  tinned 
.  .1  .  .  e  ..  •  iL  I.-  food.  There  are  very  few  houses  in  which 
«  to  the  State  of  matters  in  the  big  ,  pomdge  u  made  for  this  class,  or  milk  taken 
towns  in  Scotland  was  naturally  one  of  I  by  the  ohildien,  and  it  is  a  great  difficnlty  to 
Treasury  consideratioa.    We  were  only   get  tbem  to  take  it  when  ill    Many  parents 

able  to  have  certain  children  inspected  «»°P>?j°  *»  me  that  the  children  We  too 
•  wj-  """"  *™'-''"'"  V^  j'°"  •"  iTO»-w)vi  ,m^^y  home  lessons,  having  to  stay  np  late  to 
in  JtMinbllrgh  ana  Aberdeen,  and  we  finish  them,  and  saffer  in  their  health  accord- 
would  greatly  have   preferred  to  have  ingly.     All   this  tends  to  deteriorate   the 


included  Glasgow  in  the  scope  of  our 
iDTestigations.  We  ventured  to  state 
this  in  our  Report  and  to  hint  that  at  no 
distant  date  a  similar  investigation  into 
the  needs  and  conditions  of  the  school 
children  in  Glasgow  would  not  only  be 
appropriate  but  almost  a  necessity.  The 
inedical  evidence  that  we  received  was 
the  best  that  we  could  obtain,  and. 
although  the  number  of  children  that 
were  examined  was  not  very  large,  still 
the  results  that  were  obtained  were  suffi- 
ciently alarming.  I  trust  that  some 
further  inquiry  will  be  made  without 
loss  of  time,  because  this  is  more  than  a 
mere  Scottish  question  or  a  mere  British 


physique  of  the  rising  generation,  and  to 
injure  their  nervous  system." 

I  merely  give  that  as  an  instance  of  the 
deterioration  that  is  going  on  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  and  I  am  glad  that 
this  important  matter  is  receiving  con- 
sideration. 

♦The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  My 
Lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  intervene 
in  this  discussion,  because  I  thought  the 
noble  Duke's  answer  to  the  two  interest- 
ing speeches  which  we  heard  first  would 
have  been  sufficient  for  the  position  at 
which  we  have  now  arrived.    But  when 


question— It  IS.  as  the  right  rev.  Prelate  |  the  noble  Earl  behind  me,  who  was 
said  just  now,  a  question  of  the  most  |  chairman  of  the  Commission  which  I 
intense  Imperial  interest.  Although  i  appointed  a  couple  of  years  ago,  spoke, 
His  Majesty's  Government  have,  as  we  j  j  thought  it  desirable  that  I  should 
know,  manyimportantinouinesonatthe]  assure  him  that  at  any  rate  those  of  us 
present  time,  I  consider  that  an  inquiry  ^jjo  are  responsible  for  the  administra- 
into  this  matter  is  almost  more  important ,  ^j^^  j,f  Scotland  in  these  matters  are  by 
than  any  other.  i  ^^    ^j^jj,    ungrateful  to  him  for  the 

!  great  trouble  which  he  took  in  the 
The  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- ,  inquiry,  and  for  the  successful  results 
VILLE :  My  Lords,  I  would  ask  your  at  which  he  arrived.  But  I  think  it 
Lordships'  permission  to  read  a  letter ,  ^ght  to  point  out  that,  after  all,  the 
which  deals  in  a  very  important  way  ^^ct  reference  which  was  put  before 
with  this  subject.  In  the  north  of  y.  Commission  dealt  rather  with  the 
Scotland  the  race  had,  perhaps,  some  of  |  question  of  physical  training.  The 
the  finest  specimens  anywhere  in  the '  j^j  ^y^h  has  come  out  most  promi- 
Unit«i  Kingdom,  but  the  deterioration  j  ^^^j^  to-night-the  aUeged    deteriora- 


that  has  taken  place  for  many  years  has 
been  very  marked  and  rapid.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  letter  from  a  medical  gentle- 
man who  practises  over  a  large  extent  of 


tion  of  the  population — arose  under  the 
inquiry  of  the  noble  Earl  in  a  more 
or  less    accidental  way.     There    is   no 

country  in  the  north-east  of" Scotland-  ^''^}'  "'^""'J^'  *•»**•  T""  *k!  "f^f 

Dr.  G.  P.  Hay,  of  Forres,  who  writes-  ^J"^^""^  put   before  the    noble    Lord  s 

' '  Commission,  they  did  arrive  at  the  con- 

"  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  furnish  yon  with  any  elusion  that  there  exists  in  Scotland  an 

stotistics  on  the  deterioration  of  the  phyMque,undeiable  degeneration  of   individuals 
of  the  people,   but  the  facts  are  many  and  ,  .         ,  i_         r     j         j 


come  under  my  daily  notice.  Children's  first 
teeth  are,  in  a  great  many  case'*,  decayed  as 
they  appear  in  the  mouth,  and,  in  many  cases, 
the  second  teeth  decay  as  fast  as  they  appear. 
The  health  of  young  servant  ^rl«  is  much 
affected  by  the  condition  of  their  teeth,  and 
their  usefulness,  as  a  consequence,  is  impaired. 
There  are  few  who  have  not  false  teetli  before 
they  are  twenty  years  of  age.  This  class  of 
gills  suffer  greatly  from  blood lessness.  The 
cause  of   all  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to 

"VOL.  CXXrV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


in  places  where  food  and  environment 
are  defective.  Further  than  that  I  do 
not  think  the  noble  Earl  himself  would 
say  that  the  inquiry,  he  was  able  to 
make  into  that  branch  of  the  subject, 
was  in  any  way  exhaustive  or  conclusive 
of  any  definite  result.  There  was  no 
idea  of  regarding  the  Scottish  inquiry  as 
in  itself  complete,  but  I  do  think  the 
3A 
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noble  Duke  was  right  when  he  pointed 
out   that,    at    any    rate    in    the    first 
instance,  what  was  necessary  for  arriv- 
ing even  at  a  preliminary  result  was  a 
distinct  detailed  scientific  inquiry  by  ex- 
pert medical  men  rather  than  by  a  Royal 
Commission  who  had  no  special  training 
for  the  duty  which  might  be  laid  upon 
them.    The  Commission  over  which  the 
noble  Earl  presided  noted  certain  causes 
as  predisposing  to  physical  degeneration. 
He  mentioned  bad  housing  and  bad  and 
insufficient  nourishment.     I  am  satisfied 
that  we  are  in  some  danger  in  putting 
in  this  matter  effect  in  place  of  cause, 
and  cause  in  place  of  efiect.     I  admit  at 
once  there  is  a  case  for  further  inquiry, 
but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
the  cases  that  were  inquired  into  under 
mv  noble  friend's  auspices  were  those  from 
which  you  all  must  certainly  expect  the 
very  results  which  his    Commissioners 
found  to  be  existing.     In  other  words, 
I  am   not  at  all  sure   that  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  those  who  are  weakly  and  who 
are  going    under    in    the    struggle  for 
life,  are  those  who  are  unable  to  pro- 
vide their  children  with  proper  housing 
and   with   sufficient   nourishment.      My 
Lords,  various    suggestions    have    been 
made  by  the  Commission  over  which  the 
noble  Earl  presided,  some  of  which  can 
be  further  tested  without  waiting    for 
the    inquiry    indicated    by    the    noble 
Duke.    There  is,  for  instance,  the  matter 
of  further  medical  inspection  of  children 
at  school.    Some  large  School  Boards  in 
Scotland  are  taking  8tep>s   to  place  this 
inspection  upon  a  scientific  and  proper  basis. 
It  will  be  our  desire,  as  far  as  the  Scottish 
Education  Department  is  concerned,  to 
encourage  other  School  Boards  to  follow 
their  example,  and  we  hope  that  by  these 
means  we  shall  obtain  a  truer  estimate 
of  the  actual  state  of  the  school  popula- 
tion than  we  have  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  also  a  Joint  Commission  of  the 
Scottish  Education  Board  and  the  Board 
of  Education  which  has  for  this  purpose 
to  arrange   for   physical    exercises   suit- 
able for  the  various  ages  and  various 
conditions  of  the  children.    The  Earl  of 
Meath  was  perfectly  accurate   when  he 
said  that  unless  these   things  were   care- 
fully supervised    they  would    do  more 
harm  than  good.    It  is  the  opinion  of 
the    Scottish    Department    that   much 
longer  time  should  be  devoted  to  physical 
training  and  recreation  in  schools  than  is 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


done  at  the  present  time.  How  this 
may  be  made  possible  is  a  matter  for 
consideration  and  inquiry,  but  I  hope  that 
the  suggestions  which  have  been  made 
will  encourage  effort  in  this  direction,  uid 
we  are  prej^vd  to  consider  any  ap^^ca- 
tion  of  this  kind.  I  would  not  have  risen 
at  all  had  I  not  felt  some  apprehensions 
that  the  noble  Earl  thought  the  Commis- 
sions' Report  had  not  received  attention, 
but  I  can  assure  him  that  the  matters 
referred  to  therein  have  been  brought  to 
our  notice,  and  that  the  inquiry  over 
which  he  presided  will  bear  good  fruit  in 
the  future. 

*Earl  STANHOPE:  I  trust  the 
Government  will  pursue  the  inquiry, 
especially  into  the  physical  condition  of 
the  children  of  the  working  classes  in 
those  places  like  Glasgow  where  manu- 
facturing pursuits  are  followed  and  the 
conditions  of  life  are  hardest. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

NAVAL  CADETSHIPS. 

Thb  Earl  of  CHESTERFIELD :  My 
Lords,  some  two  months  ago  a  very 
interesting  discussion  arose  in  your 
Lordships'  House,  through  the  noble 
Lord  the  Earl  of  Glasgow,  upon  the  new 
naval  scheme  described  in  the  Memo- 
randum issued  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  towards  the 
close  of  last  year.  Amongst  the  many 
important  charges  brought  about  under 
cover  of  that  Memorandum,  one,  I 
venture  to  think,  of  the  most  important 
is  that  which  deals  with  the  new  system 
of  cadetships  for  officers  for  the  Royal 
Navy.  In  the  first  place,  the  age  of 
entry  has  been  reduced  to  between 
twelve  and  thirteen  years,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  competitive  examination 
has  been  abolished.  Now,  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  only  system  that  exists  is  one 
of  pure  nomination  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  Criticism  has  been 
passed,  and  Questions  have  been  asked  as 
to  what  guarantee  the  public  has  that  out 
of  the  several  hundreds  of  applicants  the 
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First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  will  make  a 
'  wise  and  juat  selection.  Speaking  on 
this  point  the  noble  Earl  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  used  words  to  this 
effect,  i.e.,  his  sole  object  would  be  to 
endeavour  to  get  those  boys  who  in  the 
future  would  be  likely  to  make  the  most 
competent  and  efficient  officers.  He  said 
that  in  making  his  selection  he  should 
know  no  other  guide  than  this,  and  he 
used  these  words — 

"  I  have  been  thinking  very  carefully  what 
titeps  I  can  take  to  obtain  sure  and  efficient 
machinery  for  ascertuining  which  of  the 
numeroos  boys  who  apply  for  the  grant  of 
nomination  will  really  make  the  most  com- 
petent and  efficient  officers." 

1  venture  to  ask  the  noble  Earl 
if  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  grant  of 
nomination  for  naval  cadetships  for  the 
first  examination  under  the  new  scheme 
of  entry,  and  further  if  he  has  been  able 
to  discover  any  machinery  for  ascertaining 
which  of  the  boys  to  whom  he  is  about 
to  give  "^  these  nominations  are  likely 
to  make  the  most  cooipetent,  the  best, 
and  the  most  efficient  officers. 

*The  first  lord  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  the  problem  which  confronted  me 
on  the  reduction  of  the  age  of  entry  to  the 
Navy  from  what  it  was  to  the  present  limit 
of  between  twelve  and  thirteen  is  this — 
how,  without  resorting  to  competitive  ex- 
amination, even  in  a  limited  form,  to 
make  certain  that  I  selected  from  among 
the  very  numerous  applicants  those  boys 
who  .would  in  the  future  make  the  best 
naval  officers.  After  thinking  the  matter 
over  a  long  time  I  resorted  to  the  follow- 
ing scheme.  I  appointed  a  Committee, 
over  which  Admiral  Sir  John  Fisher 
presided.  He  had  three  colleagues : 
Commander  Hyde  Parker,  now  serving 
in  the  "  Britannia,"  Mr.  AJshford,  science 
master  of  Harrow  and  the  selected  head- 
master for  the  Royal  Naval  College  at 
Osborne,  and  Mr.  Baddeley  of  the  Civil 
Service,  who,  as  my  private  secretary, 
has  had  great  experience  in  this  matter. 
I  laid  before  this  Committee  all  the  in- 
formation I  possessed  in  respect  of  all 
the  applicants  for  nomination  who  had 
appli^  to  me,  and  gave  them  leave  to 
take  any  steps  that  were  open  to  them 
to  seek  more  information.  Among  other 
things  thejr  gave  the  opportunity  to 
every  schoolmaster  to  say  anything  he 


wished  about  the  respective  qualifications 
of  the  boys  who  were  going  up  from 
his  school.  Out  of  a  total  number  of 
between  350  and  360  boys  I  eliminated 
a  few — some  20  to  25  who  had  only 
applied  for  one  or  two  branches  of  the 
service.  In  respect  of  the  remaining 
325,  who  had  all  entered  for  all  three 
branches,  I  invited  all  of  them,  with- 
out distinction,  to  appear  before  this 
Committee.  The  work  of  the  Committee 
extended  into  three  weeks,  and  each 
of  the  boys  who  responded  to  the 
invitation  was  seen  separately  by  the 
Committee  in  an  informal  interview 
which  lasted  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or 
twenty  minutes  in  each  case.  I  said  to 
the  Committee  :  "  Do  not  make  any  at- 
tempt to  find  out  what  the  boy's  know- 
ledge is  or  his  standard  of  education.  All 
I  want  is  for  you  to  report  to  me 
generally  as  to  his  intelligence  and  his 
suitability  for  the  naval  service."  Now, 
I  think  I  may  say  safely  that  the  experi- 
ment has  been  most  successful.  I  asked 
Professor  Ewing,  the  new  Director  of 
Naval  Education,  who  is  not  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  to  attend  the  meetings 
frequently  and  to  rejxjrt  whether  he 
thought  this  was  a  satisfactory  process 
of  arriving  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  boys' 
comparative  intelligence  and  suitability 
for  the  Service.    Professor  Ewing  says — 

"  Although  I  have  not  been  a  member  of 
the  Comaiittee  before  whom  the  boy  candi- 
dates for  nomination  have  appeared,  I  have 
watched  the  proceedings  of  tne  Committee 
pretty  closely,  being  anxious  to  see  how  far 
this  system  of  informal  examination  has  proved 
effective.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  worked 
exceedingly  well.  What  the  Committee  has 
done  is  to  make  the  boys  talk,  and,  by  putting 
questions  of  the  most  various  kinds,  to  see 
whether  they  are  observant  and  intelligent. 
It  speaks  well  for  their  method  of  inspection, 
that  after  a  few  minutes'  talk  with  each  boy 
the  Committee  have  been  practically  unani- 
mous in  their  classification  of  him,  and 
this  although  the  four  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  men  of  very  different  habits  of 
mind.  After  watching  the  system  at  work,  I 
think  that  probably  any  group  of  reasonable 
men  with  equally  various  qualifications  and 
experience,  questioning  the  boys  in  the  same 
informal  way,  would  form  substantially  the 
same  judgment  on  each." 

Now  with  this  report  before  me  which, 
of  course,  is  a  private  report  to  myself, 
I  have  made  my  nominations.  I  wish  ex- 
pressly to  have  it  understood  that  I 
alone  am  responsible  to  Parliament  for 
the  nominatioos,  and  I  have  only  de- 
scribed what  I  have  done  in  the  matter 
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in  order  that  Parliament  may  see  that  I 
have  taken  such  steps  as  have  been  open 
1  o  me  to  find  a  better  method  than  com- 
petitive examination  for  the  selection  of 
the  most  suitable  boys  for  His  Majesty's 
naval  service.  All  the  boys  to  whom  I 
have  given  a  nomination  will  now  have 
to  pass  a  medical  and  qualifying  examina- 
tion. If  they  pass  the  qualifying  ex- 
amination they  will  pass  into  the  Koyal 
Naval  Uollege ;  if  they  do  not  pass,  they 
will  never  have  another  chance.  I 
certainly  intend  on  a  future  occasion  to 
apply  the  same  method,  but  I  shall 
always  take  care  that  the'  names  of  the 
Committee  are  not  published  or  known 
in  advance.  I  shall  have  no  hesitation 
in  stating  afterwards  who  the  gentlemen 
were,  but  I  intend  to  change  them  on 
each  occasion  and  never  to  let  the  names 
be  known  beforehand.  I  think  I  may 
fairly  say  that  this  method  appears  likely 
t    prove  a  real  success. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

PREFERENTIAL  AND  RETALIATORY 
DUTIES. 

*L0RD  WELBY :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council 
whether  the  Government  in  the  course 
of  their  inquiries  into  the  results  of  free 
trade  will  collect  information  as  to  the 
administration  of  preferential  and  retalia- 
tory duties  under  the  system  of  protec- 
tion which  reigned  up  to  1 842,  and  as  to 
any  difficulties  or  disadvantages  to  trade 
which  attended  that  administration,  and, 
if  so,  whether  they  will  have  the  infor- 
mation reduced  to  a  form  in  which  it 
can  be  laid  bJore  the  public.  In  offer- 
ing a  few  remarks  I  wish  to 
avoid  any  controversial  aspects  of  the 
question  and  to  confine  myself  entirely 
to  the  business  view,  but  I  think  you  will 
admit  that  my  Question  has  a  very  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  fiscal  policy  that 
has  been  brought  before  the  country. 
The  fact  is  that  no  country,  or  very  few 
countries,  have  had  such  long  experience 
of  preferential  and  retaliatory  duties  as 
those  imier  which  thiscountry  was  govern- 
«d  between  1815  and  1842.  Of  course,  the 
system  of  protection  existed  a  long  time 
before  1816;  but  the  period  between 
1815  and  1842  was  one  of  complete  peace, 
and  during  that  time  the  country  was 
entirely  subject  to  preferential  and  re- 
taliatory   tariffs.     That    being    so,    and 
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seeing  that  a  great  revolution  in  our 
fiscal  system  is  about  to  be  institnted,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  duty  if  the 
Government  does  not  avail  itself  of  the 
information  which  may  be  gathered  in 
order  to  utilise  it  when  this  great  subject 
is  under  our  consideration.  The  in- 
formation, no  doubt,  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  get.  A  long  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  reign  of  preferential  duties.  All 
the  people  who  were  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  those  duties  have  long  since 
f)as8ed  away,  but,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
ormation  on  the  subject  can  be  obtained 
by  Government,  which  is  the  only  authority 
to  properly  obtain  it.  I  have  some  recol- 
lection of  these  matters.  When  I  first 
entered  the  Treasury  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  ago,  the  reign  of  protection 
was  not  entirely  over.  A  very  large  num- 
ber of  duties  were  still  in  f  jrce  which 
were  of  a  protective  nature.  I  was  the 
private  secretary  to  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  during  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  Budget  of  I860  and  tbe 
discussions  which  followed,  and  have  the 
most  vivid  recollection  of  the  laboun 
which  my  chief  had  at  that  time.  I 
heard  much  of  (he  complaints  and 
remonstrances  from  the  protected 
interests  from  which  protection  was  beinf! 
swept  away.  The  result  left  on  my  mind 
from  that  recollection,  and  also  from  what 
I  learnt  from  my  seniors  in  ofiSce.  hsi 
been  the  extreme  difficulty  that  wu 
experienced  in  the  administration  of  pre- 
ferential and  retaliatory  duties  while 
they  were  in  full  swing,  the  anomalies  of 
the  system,  the  injury  protection  duties 
causcxi  to  large  trading  interests,  and  the 
unjust  preference  they  gave  to  a  small 
class  of  traders. 

Protection  ruled  from  1816  to  1842, 
and  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  point  on  which  I 
think  useful  information  can  be  collected. 
From  1815  to  1860.  there  were  three 
periods  of  relaxation  from  or  abolition 
of  protective  duties.  The  first  was  under 
Huskisson  from  1824  to  1826,  the 
second  was  in  the  time  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel  from  1842  to  1846.  and  finally 
there  were  the  Budgets,  1853  to  I860. 
I  want  to  suggest  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  a  Return  should  be 
prepared  of  all  the  preferential  and 
retaliatory  duties  that  were  relaxed  or 
abolished  at  that  time.     This  Return 
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should  state  the  amount  of  preferential 
duties  accorded  to  the  oolMiies,  and  the 
amount  of  retaliatory  duties  imposed  on 
foraign  countries.  It  should  also  give 
the  receipts  under  those  duties  and  the 
quantities  of  articles  protected  which 
had  been  imported  some  years  before  the 
change  and  some  years  after  the  change. 
I  think  if  a  Return  of  that  kind 
were  presented  it  would  cover  practi- 
cally the  field  of  the  inquiry  which  is  now 
being  instituted,  and  it  would  also  cover 
the  whole  field  which  lies  before  the 
Government  and  the  eoun  ry  when  they 
have  to  choose — if  it  be  the  decision  of 
the  Qovernment  —  what  preferential 
duties  should  be  imposed  in  the  futurt>. 
But  that  would  only  be  the  first  part 
of  the  Return.  The  second  part  shoul  1 
iaolude  a  careful  research  into  the  num- 
ber of  Committees  that  sat  from  1820  to 
1840.  They  are  not  a  very  larg«* 
number  but  I  am  sure  that  in  their  pro- 
ceedings the  Government  would  be  able 
to  find  a  great  deal  of  information  from 
the  witnesses  that  appeared,  bearing  upon 
the  results  of  the  administration  of  pre- 
ferential duties,  and  the  difficulties  and 
anomalies  they  produced.  There  is  one 
particular  Committee,  the  Report  of 
which  I  should  like  to  see  republished 
and  circulated,  i.e.,  the  Committee  on 
Import  Duties  which  sat  in  1840.  The 
Report  that  that  Committee  returned  to 
the  House  of  Commons  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  documents  bearing 
upon  this  question.  There  was  also  the 
Committee  on  Silk  Duties,  and  that 
which  sat  on  Timber  Duties,  and  no 
doubt  there  are  others  to  which  refer- 
ence might  with  advantage  be  made. 
In  nearly  every  one  of  these  Committees 
there  was  examined  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  and  able  civil  servants  ever 
in  the  service  of  the  Crown,  i.e.,  Mr. 
James  Deacon  Hume,  the  mentor  of 
Huskisson,  the  adviser  oi  Sir  Robert 
Peel  on  commercial  questions.  Of 
course,  in  addition,  a  large  amount  of 
information  may  be  gathered  from  the 
speeches  of  Ministers  who  proposed  re- 
ductions in  tariflFs,  and  the  information 
so  obtained  may  very  eff'ectively  be  put 
in  the  form  of  a  Memorandum  and 
attached  to  the  Return  for  which 
1  ask. 

Now,  to  show   why  I  think  such  in- 
fomution    would    be    vwy     useful,    I 


venture  to  refer  your  Lordships  to 
one  or  two  instances  of  the  anomalies 
and  difficulties  that  have  arisen  in 
the  administration  of  these  preferential 
duties  and  retaliatory  tariffs.  First 
of  all,  I  will  refer  to  the  Return 
attached  to  the  Committee  on  lu.  ports. 
There  is  a  Paper  of  all  duties  which 
involved  protection.  It  classifies  them 
in  three  heads.  Those  duties  appl'ed  to 
nearly  every  object  necessary  to  the 
existence  and  comfort  of  the  community. 
That,  I  think,  would  show  ihe  field  over 
which  the  preferential  and  retaliatory 
tariffs  of  those  days  ranged.  I  will 
further  call  attention  to  one  or  two 
instances,  and  will  first  take  the  duty 
on  coffee.  In  those  days  the  coffee  duty 
was  6d.  in  the  lb.  in  the  case  of  colonial 
coffee.  Is.  3d.  in  the  lb.  on  foreign 
coffee,  and  an  intermediate  duty  of  9d. 
if  the  coffee  came  from  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope  and  from  East  of  the  Cape 
The  result  of  the  working  of  that  duty 
was  that  it  actually  paid  the  importen 
from  Hamburg  and  the  Continent  to 
send  the  coffee  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  order  to  bring  it  back  and  land 
it  here  at  a  duty  of  9d.  per  lb-  It  was 
reckoned  that  the  extra  charges  of 
freight  of  that  junketing  journey  were 
l|d.  per  lb.,  which  had  to  be  added  to 
the  intermediate  duty  of  9d.  T  ask 
your  Lordships  to  consider  what  an 
absurdity  that  administration  was  reduced 
to.  In  addition  to  the  duty  which  the 
liegislature  thought  desirable  to  impose 
upon  coffee,  it  was  found  profitable  and 
legal  to  send  coffee  scTeral  thousands  of 
miles  across  the  sea,  with  all  the  loss  of  the 
interest  on  the  money  concerned,  and 
bearing  the  numerous  charges  of  freight 
insurance  and  shipment  in  order  to  sell 
it  here  in  London.  Another  very 
important  case  which  the  Government 
will  have  to  consider,  if  effect  is  given 
to  the  policy  suggested,  is  that  of 
wool.  In  1841  the  duty  was  Id.  per 
lb.  on  foreign  wool,  and  in  that 
year  we  consumed  42,000,000  lbs.  of 
foreign  wool,  15,000,000  lbs.  of  colonial 
wool,  and  92,000,000  lbs.  of  our  own. 
It  was  calculated  by  Mr.  James  Wilson, 
the  eminent  economist  who  conducted  the 
Economist  newspaper,  afterwards  one  of 
the  most  able  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  extra  charge  on  the  raw  material 
by   this  system  of    duty   amoimted  to 
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between  ^6500,000  and  £600,000,  the 
value  of  our  exported  woollen  goods 
being  between £5,000, 000  and £6, 000, 000, 
so  that  the  duty  amounted  to  a  duty  (rf 
10  per  cent,  on  the  raw  material  as  com- 
pared with  the  finished  article.  Truly, 
for  a  Legislature  trying  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  trade  and  promote  manufac- 
ture, a  stranger  method  of  effecting  that 
object  could  not  have  been  resorted  to. 
Passing  to  the  duties  on  silk,  it  had 
been  the  intention  of  Parliament  to  give 
all  round  a  general  protection  of  30  per 
cent,  on  silk  Ministers  in  Parliament, 
when  the  duties  were  subsequently 
reduced,  had  to  confess  that  in  the 
canying  out  of  the  administration  of 
those  reduced  duties,  by  blunder  or  by 
intention,  instead  of  protection  ranging 
around  30  per  cent.,  it  ranged  from 
30  to  250  per  cent. 

I  will  pass  on  to  the  case  of  timber, 
and  the  singular  history  of  the  timber 
duty  may  not  be  known  to  your 
Lordships.  In  1810,  when  Napoleon 
was  organising  the  Northern  Federation, 
there  were  great  fears  in  England  that 
the  whole  of  the  timber  trade  would  be 
put  an  end  to — our  chief  source  of  supply 
being  Northern  Europe.  In  order  to 
secure  a  supply  of  timber,  very  strong 
encouragement  was  given  to  ships  to 
bring  timber  from  Canada  by  levying 
a  duty  of  55s.  a  load  upon  foreign 
timber.  In  1815,  when  the  wiar  came  to 
an  end,  that  duty  also  should  have  come 
to  an  end,  but  it  did  not,  and  in  1820  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  sat  to  inquire  into  the  question, 
reported  that  no  pledge  had  been  given 
as  to  the  continuance  of  this  duty.  A 
Government  witness  said  he  could  not 
see  why  timber  in  this  country  should 
be  made  dearer  for  all  time  to  the  con- 
sumer because  of  the  Copenhagen  Expedi- 
tion. But  it  did  last  for  a  very  long 
time,  and  timber  consumers  for  a  very 
long  time  were  condemned  to  pay  larger 
prices  in  consequence  of  that  expedition. 
Before  the  Committee  which  sat  in  lf>36  a 
<^culation  was  made  that  at  that  time  we 
imported  1,000,000  loadsoftimber;600, 000 
loads  came  from  our  own  colonies,  and 
400,000  came  from  foreign  countriea 
The  result  of  that  was  that  the  duty 
received  from  timber  was  £1,400,000, 
but  the  price  of  timber,  which  was  one 
of  the  main  articles  of  our  manufacture 
a&d  trade,  was  raiud  not  by  £1.400,000 
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but  by  £2,750,000,  the  differenoe  of 
£1,360,000  going  into  the  pockets  of  the 
colonial  timber  producer.  And  perhaps 
in  connection  with  that,  as  an  instance 
of  the  way  in  which  those  duties  were 
administered,  I  may  refer  to  a  speech  made 
by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  1842.  He  said  that 
for  a  lone  time  mahogany,  being  foreign 
wood,  had  been  taxed  568.  a  load,  and  if 
brought  into  England  the  coat  and  duty 
were  so  high  that  it  did  not  pay  EngUsk 
furniture  makers  to  use  mahogany.  It 
was  then  exported  under  drawbad:  to  the 
Continent  and  made  up  in  furniture  shops 
of  France,  Belgium,  and  Grermany  and 
then  brought  back  into  this  coimtry,  the 
unfortunate  consumer  paying  20  per  cent, 
duty  on  it.  Thus  a  wise  legislature  kept 
all  furniture  making  from  mahogany  out 
of  the  country  when  it  might  have  usefully 
employed  a  number  of  furniture  makers 
here.  Then  again,  take  the  case  of  foreign 
copper.  It  was  allowed  to  be  brought 
into  England  and  to  be  smelted  here, 
but  it  was  not  allowed  to  be  made  into 
bolts.  Our  shipbuilders  had  to  send  it 
to  foreign  parts  to  be  made  into  bolu  and 
we  had  to  get  the  bolts  from  the  foreigner 
unless  we  could  obtain  the  supply  in  our 
own  country.  Take  another  instance. 
Mr.  James  Wilson  calculated  in  1844 
that  the  sugar  and  wheat  duties  took 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  consuming 
classes  in  England  £18,000,000  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  of  the  duty.  Com- 
ment was  made  at  that  time  that  the 
sum  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
consumer  in  addition  to  the  duty  would 
have  paid  once  and  a  half  over,  the  whole 
taxation  of  the  country. 

I  have  said  enough  to  show  hov 
necessary  it  is  there  should  be  some 
inquiry  into  the  history  of  these 
preferential  tariffs  from  which  I  have 
only  culled  a  few  instances.  There 
can  be  very  little  doubt  indeed  that  the 
LegifiUture  of  that  date  never  contem- 
plated such  absurdities  as  these  to  which 
I  have  called  attention.  The  Ministers 
and  thdr  officials  did  not  understand 
the  questions  with  which  they  were  deal- 
ing, and  these  anomalies  were  in  essence 
the  results  of  legislative  blunders.  Un- 
luckily those  blunders  had  a  habit  of 
remaining  a  long  time  on  the  Statute- 
book  and  were  only  removed  when  some 
greater  man  of  the  day  had  his  attention 
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called  to   them  and  swept  the  whole 
system    away.    But    if    we    are    going 
to     undertake   again    such    a     system 
of  preferential  or  retaliatory  duties  what 
guarantee    have  we  that  some  of  the 
blunders  will  not  recur  1    In  those  days 
the  Ministers  and  officials  were  as  able 
aa  our  men  of  to-day,  but  they  fell  into 
these  errors,  and  is  there  any  security 
whatever  that  when  we  enter  upon  this 
dangerous  course  the  blunders  will  not 
be  repeated  t    Only  in  the  case  of  the 
corn    duty    the    Prime    Minister    said 
recently   that  he  had   not  realised   its 
effect   upon  the   stuffs   brought  in  for 
cattle   food.      The    Chancellor    of    the 
Baehequer  has  stated  that  in  the  negotia- 
tions of  the  Treasury  with  the  millers 
protection  was  afforded  which  was  not 
intended  to  be  afforded.     Therefore,    I 
venture  to  point  out  that  already   we 
have  seen  that  there  may  be  mistakes 
in  dealing   with  this  one  duty,   and  1 
cannot  help  thinking  there  is  a  danger 
of  greater  mistakes  being  made   if  and 
whenever  a  general  scheme  of  preferential 
duties  is  enacted-    The  instances  I  have 
given  you  are  only  instances,  but  they  are 
nearly    all    founded    upon     responsible 
authority.    I  do  not  ask  your  Lordships 
to  accept  them  as  infallible,  but  I  say  they 
do  show  what  very  dangerous  ground  we 
are   tretkding  upon,   and  I  venture  to 
impress  upon  your  Lordships  that  it  is 
the  duty  of   the  Qovernment  and   of 
Parliament  to  see  that  full  information 
on  these  duties   is  obtained,   that  the 
Government  make   it   clear  that   they 
reaUy     understand     what    it    is    they 
are   about,  and   further   I   venture  to 
hope     that     no     mandate      will      be 
asked    from    the    electors     until    such 
information  has  been  put  before  them, 
«o  as   to  make  it  perfectly   clear  that 
t^ey  understand  the  new  policy  which 
they  are  asked  to  substitute  for  the  old. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  My 
Lords,  I  quite  agree  with  the  noble 
L»rd  that  it  is  extremely  desirable  that 
«ome  information  should  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  through  Parliament 
before  the  country,  as  to  the  history  of 
our  own  experience  of  preferential  and 
retaliatory  tariffs.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
there  is  no  one  who  is  more  qualified 
than  the  noble  Lord  himself  to  indicate 


the  sources  from  which  sueh  information 
can  be  best  obtained.    The  noble  Lord 
has  indicated  the  nature  of  the  Return, 
which  he  would  like  to  ask  for ;  and  if  h<s  ' 
will  either  more  for  that  Return  or  com- 
municate  privately  either   with   myself 
or,  as  perhaps  would  be  better,  with  the 
Treasury,   we    will    endeavour    to    see 
whether  the  information   he   asks  for 
could  not  be  prepared.     I  suspect  there 
is  one  part  of  the  Return  indicated  by 
the  noble  Lord  which  might  be  regarded 
as  forming  a  new  and  perhaps   rather 
inconvenient  precedent.       I   could   not 
very  well  hear  the   noble  Lord,  but  I 
think  he  said  that  speeches  in  Parliament 
which  would  throw  a  great  deal  of  light 
on  the  subject  might   be   summarised. 
I   am  afraid  some  objection   might  be 
taken  to  the  production  of  a  condensed 
summary,  even    of  debates  which  had 
taken  place  so  many  as  fifty  years  ago. 
We    might    have    some    difficulty    in 
supplying  that  part  of  the  Return.    But 
any  linformation  as  to  the   nature    of 
the  duties,  which  then  obtained,  and  as 
to  correspondence  which  related  to  those 
duties  we  shall  be  happy,  I  am  sure,  to 
produce   as  far    as   we    can.       I    may 
mention     that    I    have    already    com- 
municated with  the  Treasury   on  this 
subject  and  they  have  expressed  their 
wiUingness   to   provide    information  as 
far  as  they  can,  and  have  also  suggested 
that  a  great  deal  of  information  on  the 
subject  would  be  found  in  the  Report  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Hume's  Select  Committee  in 
1840  on  Import  Duties,  a  Report  with 
which    I    think    the     noble    Lord     is 
familiar.     If  he  will  communicate  with 
the  Government— either  through  myself 
or  the  Treasury — we  shall  be  happy  to 
give  what  information  we  can. 

Lord  WELBY  :  I  beg  to  thank  the 
noble  Duke  for  his  answer.  I  never 
intended  that  a  summary  of  the  speeches 
of  the  statesmen  to  whom  I  alluded 
should  be  prepared,  but  in  most  of  those 
speeches  there  are  illustrations  of  these 
effects  and  anomalies  to  which  I  have 
called  attention,  and  I  think  these 
might  with  great  advantage  be  selected 
from  their  speeches  and  collected  as 
evidence.  That  would  not  take  very 
long  and  this  evidence,  coming  as  it  does 
from  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  and 
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other  responaiUe  I4inister8  of  the 
Grovu,  would  be  evidence  upon  which 
the  OoTemment  and  the  country  might 
rely. 

Hoiuo  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow ,  half -past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  6th  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS   [LORDS]   (STANDING 

OUDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 

INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz.  : — West  Bromwich  Cor- 
g>ration  Bill  [Lords] ;  Lochnell  Estate 
iU  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE   BILLS    [LORDS]   (STANDING 

ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 

INTO  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  not  been 
complie«  with,  viz. : — Bangor  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords];  Gosport  and  Fareham 
Tramways  BUI  [Lords];  South  Eastern 
nd  London,  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Manchester  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords], 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  tJie  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [LORDS} 

(STANDING      ORDERS      APPUCABLE 

THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bilh,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  Pint 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. :— Gas  and  Water 
Orders  ConfirmatiOTi  Bill  [Lords] ;  Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords  . 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow. 

Hasting  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Bill.     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

• 

Gateshead  C!orporation  Bill.  As 
amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos. 
223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  timer 
and  passed. 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords];  Kingston^ 
upon-Hull  Corporation  BiU ;  Nantwioh 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]; 
Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire  Naviaation 
Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  considered  r 
to  be  read  the  third  time. 

SheffieldCorporationBill.  Asamended, 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Noi. 
223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time.— (if^'"- 
CaUvxll.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.    [New  Title.] 

Torquay  (Corporation  Water  KB 
[Lords].  As  amended, considered;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  BJIT 
[Lords];  Chatham  and  District  Light 
Railways  Bill  [Lords]:  MaryportHM^ 
hour    Bill    [Loids];     Mid    Yorkshire 
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Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Salf ord  Corpora- 
tion Bill  I^Lords].  Baad  a  second  tim«, 
and  oommitted.  »C3i(4 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  (by 
Order).  Read  a  seccmd  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 


(6  July  1903}  JieporU,  Ac.  \i10 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  .An  Act 
to  wnpower  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board  to  construct  additional 
waterworks;  to  repeal  and  amend 
enactments  relating  to  the  Water  Under- 
taking of  the  Board;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Bury  and  District  Joint- 
Water  Board  Bill  (Lords.)] 


Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  rrovisional  Order  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13) 
Bill.  As  amended,  considered;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Local  Grovemment  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Na  6)  BiU;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed    to — Lanark- 
shire and  Dumbartonshire  Railway  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  pa-sed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  constitution 
of  Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birming- 
ham, and  for  matters  incidental  thereto." 
[Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birming- 
ham Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confer  power  on  the  Scottish  Ontario 
and  Manitoba  Land  Company,  Limited, 
for  the  repajrment  and  reduction  of  their 
ca[Htal ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land 
Company  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
enable  money  to  be  raised  or  secured 
upon  the  Pentillie  Estate  in  the  county 
of  Cornwall  devised  by  the  will  of 
Augustus  Coryton,  esquire,  deceased." 
[Pentillie  Estate  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  South  Western  and  Isle  of 
Wight  Junction  Railway  Company  to 
construct  a  railway  and  a  pier ;  to  raise 
additional  capital ;  to  enter  into  working 
agreements  with  the  London  and  South 
W«>8tem  Railway  Company;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [South  Western  and 
Ish  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill 
(Lords).] 


Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land 
Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pentillie  Estate 
Bill  [Lords] ;  South  Western  and  Isle  of 
Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords]; 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitiona 
for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TBANSFBB 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COMPEN- 
SATION FOR  NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Banbury,  against;  to  U» 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,   for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Hackney,  in  favoiw;  to- 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

OLD  AGE  PENSION  SCHEME. 
Petition  from   Baildon,  for  adoption;, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHINGS  IN  ORKNEY. 
Petition    of   the    County  Council  of 
Orkney,  for  inquiry;    to  lie  upon  thfr 
Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EAST  INDIA  (LIABILITY  FOR  INCREASE. 
IN  BRITISH  SOLDIERS'  PAY). 

Return  [presented    2nd  July]  to  be- 
printed.    [No.  237.] 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  for  the 
Instruction  and  Trainingof  Pupil  Teacher*, 
and  Students  in  Training  Colleges  [by^ 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  dated  6th  July,  1903, 
withdrawing  Article  102  and  Articles  111 
to  129,  inclusive,  of  the  Provisional  Code, 
1903  [by  Conunand];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,    of    Regulations  for 
Secondary  Schools  (from  Ist  August,  1903, 
t9  31st  July,  1904)  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Begulations  for 
Evening  Schools,  Technical  Institutions, 
and  Schools  of  Art  and  Art  Classes,  from 
Ist  August,  1903,  to  31st  July,  1904  [by 
<3ommand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  22nd  June,  1903,  granting  to  Mr. 
M,  J.  O'Callaghan,  late  Clerk  of  the 
Second  Division,  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  Ireland,  a  Retired  Allow- 
ance under  the  Act  [by  Act]  :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 
Copy  presented,  of  Regulation,  dated 
Ist  July,   1903,   made  by  the  Treasury, 
under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  1896 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Intermediate  Education  Boara  for  Ireland 
for  the  year  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  STOCK 
REGULATIONS,  1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Local  Gfovernment  Board  prescribing 
Regulations  with  respect  to  the  creation, 
issue,  transfer,  dealing  with,  and  redemp 
tion  of  any  Metropolitan  Water  Stock 
which  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
^create  under  The  Metropolis  Water  Act, 
1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Letter  from  General 
Officer  Commanding  the  Forces  in  South 
Africa  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a 


Board  of  Officers  assembled  to  r^rt 
upon  certain  Supplies  of  Meat  and  Vege- 
table Rations  at  Pretoria  c<Hisidered  to  be 
unfit  for  issue  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ARMY  EXPENDITURK 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  31st  March — Sir  John  Cofomi]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  238.] 

ROYAL  GARRISON  REGIMENTS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  30th  April— Afr.  ChuTthiS\; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  239.] 

IRON  AND  STEEL,  1901. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd  July — Mr.  Gerald  Balf<mr\ ; 
to  Ke  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  240.] 

TRAMWAYS  AND  LIGHT  RAILWAYS 
(STREKT  AND  ROAD). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  Street  and  Road 
Tramways  and  Light  Railways  author- 
ised by  Act  or  Order,  showing  the 
amount  of  capital  authorised,  paid  up, 
and  expended  ;  the  length  of  line  author- 
ised, and  the  length  open  for  the 
public  conveyance  of  passengers,  down 
to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1903  ;  the  gross 
receipts,  working  expenditure,  and  o«t 
receipts ;  the  number  of  passengers  oon- 
veyed,  and  the  number  of  mQes  run  by 
cars,  during  the  year  ended  the  30tb 
day  of  June,  1903 ;  together  with  the 
number  of  horses,  engines,  and  cars  at 
that  date  (in  continuation  and  extension 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  307,  of 
Session  1902)."— (i^r.  Gerald  Balfour.) 

GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS 
(CONTRACTS.) 

Return  ordered,  "of  all  Contracts 
made  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  manu- 
factured articles  by  the  several  Govern- 
ment Departments  in  the  year  ending 
the  Slst  day  of  March,  1903,  either  with 
contractors  outside  the  United  Kinedom 
or  with  contractors  or  agents  who  obtain 
the  articles  from  abroad  (in  continua- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  304, 
of  Session  1901)."— {Sir  Homrd  FtneeHt.) 
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PROBATION  OF  FIRST  OFFENDERS. 
Address  for  "Return  of  the  number 
of  cases  within  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Dtttriet,  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire, 
Lancashire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire, 
And  Durham,  in  which  persons  convicted 
of  first  offences  have,  by  reason  of  their 
youth  or  the  triyial  nature  of  the  offence, 
been  released  under  recognisances  on 
probation  of  good  conduct  in  the  years 
1900.  1901,  and  1902,  under  The  Pro- 
bation of  First  Offenders  Act,  1887; 
and  of  the  number  of  oases  in  which 
such  persons  have  been  called  upon  to 
appear  to  receive  judgment,  or  are 
kiaown  to  have  been  subsequently  con- 
Ticted  of  a  fresh  offence  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  348,  of 
Session  1900)."— (Sir  Howard  Vincent.) 


I  is   obtained  at  Newhaven,  as  at  other 
I  ports,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 


of  the  Aot 


Trade  Betoms. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Alien  InunUcration  Batnms. 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  in  what 
respect  the  Returns  of  Aliens  arriving 
in  this  country  laid  every  month  upon 
the  Table  are  not  strictly  accurate ;  and 
if  he  can  inform  the  House  from  what 
flource  the  figures  are  derived,  and  if 
there  is  any  penalty  for  a  false  Return  ; 
and  further,  to  what  classes  of  persons 
the  Returns  apply,  and  in  the  case  of 
the  aUens  arriving  at  Newhaven  how 
tkta  information  is  obtained. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  particular  in  which 
the  Returns  of  Aliens  are  inaccurate, 
and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  secure 
their  accuracy.  The  figures  are  derived 
from  lists  of  alien  passengers  furnished 
to  the  Customs  authorities  by  masters  of 
▼essela  arriving  from  European  pjrts  at 
the  twenty-nine  ports  in  this  country 
of  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
will  find  a  list  in  the  monthly  Return 
laid  before  the  Housa  The  lists  obtained 
at  five  of  these  ports  which  are  specified 
in  the  Return  are  exclusive  of  saloon 
passengers.  A  penalty  for  a  false  Return 
is  provided  by  Section  2  of  the  Aot  6, 
William  4,  cap.  xi.,  under  which  the 
Returns  are  collected.    The  information 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if, 
having  regard  to  the  importance  of 
having  the  trade  statistics  for  1902 
availaUe  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  issue 
of  the  statistical  abstract  can  be  some- 
what expedited  in  view  of  the  fiscal  dis- 
cussion now  in  progress. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  publish  the 
statistical  abstract  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible,  but  it  cannot  be  issued*  until 
the  necessary  data  are  available.  Mean- 
while the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will 
find  figures  relating  to  the  trade  of  1902 
in  the  Monthly  Accounts  of  Trade  and 
Navigation  for  December  last. 

British  Exports  for  19Q2. 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
he  can  state  what  proportion  of  the 
British  exports  for  1902  consisted  of 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  of  coal  and  other  raw  material 
for  industrial  competition,  of  ships  and 
machinery ;  and  what  was  the  total 
value  in  each  of  these  three  classes  taken 
by  British  colonies  and  dependencies 
and  by  foreign  countries  respectively. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  Of  the 
total  value  of  the  exports  of  British  pro- 
duce in  1902,  74  per  cent,  was  accounted 
for  by  manufactured  and  partly  manu- 
factured articles,  exclusive  of  ships  and 
machinery;  9  per  cent,  by  ship*  and 
machinery;  and  11  per  cent  by 
raw  materials.  The  total  values  of 
the  exports  of  these  three  classes 
taken  by  British  possessions  and  foreign 
countries,  respectively,  were  —  Manu- 
factured articles,  exclusive  of  ships  and 
machinery  :  to  foreign  countries, 
£120,000,000;  to  British  possessions, 
£89,400,000.  Ships  and  machinery : 
to  foreign  countries,  .£16,100,000;  to 
British  possessions,  £8,500,000.  Raw 
materials  :  to  foreign  countries, 
£28,900,000;  to  British  possessions, 
£2,600,000. 
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Fonicn  Importa  into  Britiah  OolooiM. 
Mr,  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Boanl  of  Trade  what  were  the 
total  imports  of  foreign  goods  into 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  Canada,  New- 
foundland, the  Cape,  and  Natal,  respec- 
tively, in  the  last  completed  year  for 
which  figures  are  available,  and  how 
much  of  these  respective  imports  con- 
sisted of  manufactured  goods. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
total  imports  of  foreign  goods  into 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  Camda,  New- 
foundland, the  Cape,  and  Natal,  respec- 
tively, in  the  year  1901,  the  last  for 
which^  there  are  complete  Betums,  were 
as  follows:  Australia,  £12,438,000;  New 
Zealand,  £2,018,000 ;  Canada  (for  year 
ended  30th  June,  1902),  ^£32,527,000; 
Newfoundland  (for  year  ended  30th  June, 
1902),  £672,000;  the  Cape,  £4,418,000; 
Natal,  £1,601,000.  The  colonial  Returns 
do  not  distinguish  manufactured  from 
other  goods. 

Duty  on  and  Price  of  Wheat  in  Oermany. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  what  is  the  duty  per  quarter  upon 
wheat  charged  upon  entry  into  Oermany ; 
and  what  is  the  present  price  of  wheat 
in  Oermany  compared)  with  the  price  of 
the  same  quality  in  Britain. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
Customs  duty  leviable  in  Oermany  on 
impcoted  wheat  is  at  the  rate  of  3  mks. 
50  pfgs.  per  100  kilogs.,  equal  to  78.  7Jd. 
per  quarter.  The  avenge  price  of  wheat 
on  the  1st  July,  at  the  nine  German 
markets,  for  which  particulars  are  quoted 
in  the  Beichsameiyer  for  the  2nd  July, 
was  358.  6d.  per  quarter.  The  average 
Gazette  price  of  British  wheat  in  Enghuid 
and  Wales  for  the  week  ended  27th  June 
was  27s.  6d.  per  quarter. 

Income  Tax  in  Franee. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  foreigners  having  real  estate  in 
France  will  be  subject  to  the  income 
tax  recently  imposed  upon  the  full 
amount  of  their  incomes,  or  if  only  upon 
such  income  as  is  derived  from  property 
in  France. 


{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbonte.)  Prom 
the  provisions  of  the  BUI  recently  sub- 
mitted to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
it  appears  that  foreigners  of  more  than 
one  year's  residence,  whether  they  have 
real  estate  in  France  or  not,  will  have  to 
pay  on  their  entire  income,  whether  de- 
rived from  France  or  from  other  oountriM. 
Foreigners  not  residing  in  France  but 
possessing  there  landed  property  or  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  or  industrial  estab- 
lishments are  apparently  subject  to 
income  tax  only  in  respect  of  such  pro- 
perty or  establishments.  The  law  ii^ 
however,  not  to  take  effect  till  the  next 
year  but  one  after  the  date  of  its  enact- 
ment. 

Great  Britain  «nd  Bdgiani— Muittme 
Law. 

Mr.  RUNGIMAN  (Dewsbury) :  To  aik 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreigo 
Affairs,  with  regard  to  the  draft  trea^ 
relating  to  the  law  of  collision  and 
salvage  at  sea,  based  on  suggestioiu 
made  at  oonferenoes  of  sbipowneif, 
lawyere,  underwriters,  and  merchants 
organised  by  the  Comit^  Maritime  Inter 
national  at  Antwerp,  1898,  London, 
1899.  Paris,  1900,  and  Hamburg,  1902, 
received  from  the  Belgian  Government, 
and  the  suggestion  that  these  draft 
treaties  should  be  submitted  to  a  diplo- 
matic conference  for  consideration,  if  be 
will  state  what  action  is  to  be  taken  by 
the  Government;  and  what  reply  haft 
been  made  to  the  Belgian  Government 

(Anstoered  by  Lord    Craniome.)     The 
Belgian  Government  have  been  informed 
that  it  has  long  been  the  settled  poUcf 
of  His  Majesty's  Governm«it  not  to  be 
officially  represented  at  such  conferenceik 
'  the  decisions  of  which,  if  they  were  re- 
presented  thereon,    might  possibly  be 
regarded  as  to  some  extent  placing  them 
I  under  an  obligation  to  alter  or  modify 
I  the  existing  maritime  law  of  this  country, 

I     Admiralty  Oifts  of  Stone  for  aknrcb 
Bnildinc- 

Mr.  PHILIPPS  (Pembrokeshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
what  is  the  amount  and  value  of  th» 
j  Btone  recently  given  to  build  a  church 
I  at  Pembroke  Dock  ;  by  what  authority 
I  it  was  given  ;  and  whether  similar  ooa- 
I  tributions  will  in  future  be  given  towards 
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the  building  of  Nonconformiit  places  of 
wonhip  in  the  town  inroportionately, 
Aoeording  to  the  numbers  td  the  respec- 
tire  congregations. 

,  (Antwered  ly  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
amount  of  the  stone  cannot  now  be 
stated  accurately.  It  was  part  of  the 
material  arising  from  the  demolition  of 
an  old  battery.  The  stone  was  valued 
at  £60,  and  that  amount  was  charged 
to  the  Vote  liable  for  grants  to  religious 
institutions  by  authority  of  the  Boaxd  of 
Admiralty.  The  building  was  a  mission 
«hDrch  for  a  district  mainly  inhabited 
by  dockyard  employees.  Applications 
for  grants  of  this  character  for  churches 
or  for  Nonconformist  places  of  worship 
are  considered  equally  on  their  merits. 

Foreign  Imports  into  India- 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  what 
was  the  total  import  of  foreign  goods 
into  India  in  the  last  completed  year  for 
which  figures  are  available,  and  how 
much  of  these  imports  consisted  of 
manufactured  goods. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  total  imports  of  private 
merchandise  from  foreign  countries  into 
Indiain  1901-2  amountedto£U,984,934, 
of  which  £7,432,427  represented  articles 
wholly  or  partially  manufactured. 

Factories  and  Workshops— Fire 
Precantions. 

1Kb.  weir  (Roes  and  Cromarty):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  wiU  consider  the 
«xpediency  of  introducing  legislation  such 
ss  will  bring  within  the  scope  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
premises  such  as  those  in  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  the  scene  of  a  recent  fire  which 
was  attended  with  the  loss  of  life  of 
some  of  I  he  workers. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  bring  within  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  provisions  relating  to  means  of 
escape  from  fire,  buildings  which  would 
not  be  either  factories  or  workshops  for 
any  cfther  purpose  of  the  Act. 


Que$tiens. 
Undeiground  Kitchans. 
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Mb.  KEIB  HARDI£<MerthyrTydTil) : 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  purposes 
introducing  this  session  such  legislation 
as  will  place  underground  kitchens  in 
hotels  and  restaurants  and  other  refresh* 
ment  houses  under  the  same  conditions 
as  already  apply  to  underground  bake- 
houses in  view  of  the  report  made  by 
Dr.  Collingridge,  the  medical  officer  of 
health  to  the  City  of  London,  showing 
that  there  are  135  underground 
kitchens'in  London  which  are  unfit  for 
the  purpose  of  cooking  food. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  am  advised  that  the  kitchens 
of  restaurants  are  "  work-places"  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
and  Section  2  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  and  therefore  local 
authorities,  including  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  City  of  London,  to 
whom,  if  I  understand  aright,  the  report 
mentioned  in  the  Question  was  made, 
have  considerable  powers  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  sanitation  in  such  places.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  introduce  legislation 
applying  to  these  kitchens  the  provisions 
of  Section  101  of  the  Act  of  1901,  which 
I  understand  to  be  the  hon.  Member's 
suggestion. 

ViTlsection— Oonsecntive  Experiments  on 
the  same  Animal- 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  is  there 
any  limit  to  the  number  of  consecutive 
operations  that  may  be  performed  on  the 
same  dog  under  the  Act  39  and  40  Vic. , 
c.  77,  as  administered  by  the  Home 
Office 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers^ 
Douglas.)  The  Act  imposes  no  such 
limit,  but  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  impose  one,  if 
thought  necessary,  by  conditionsattached 
to  the  licence. 

Post  Office  Sorters  and  Official  Papers. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
explain  why  the  privilege  accorded  to 
telegraphists  of  perusing  oflBcial  paper-s 
concerning  their  personal  character  is 
withheld  from  sorters. 
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{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Austen  Ckamberlatn.) 
I  am  not  certain  to  what  o£Bcial  papers 
the  hon.  Member  refers ;  but  as  regards 
papers  relating  to  questions  of  discipline, 
the  practice  prevailing  in  the  Department 
is  as  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee :  "  We  understand 
that,  before  punishment  of  an  officer,  the 
precise  nature  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him  is  explained  to  him  in  writ- 
ing, and  that  he  is  allowed  to  make,  on 
his  own  behalf,  a  written  explanation. 
This  rule  which  secures  officers  against 
unjust  treatment  should  be  strictly  ad- 
hered to.  More  than  once  a  claim  has 
also  been  made  that  officers  should  have 
the  right  to  see  all  confidential  reports 
miule  on  their  conduct.  The  admission 
of  this  claim  would,  we  consider,  be 
detrimental  to  the  control  exercised  by 
superior  officers."  So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
no  privilege  has  been  accorded  to  tele- 
graphists which  is  withheld  from  sorters. 
But  the  extent  of  the  official  cor- 
respondence which  can  be  shown  to  the 
officers  must,  of  course,  vary  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Overtime  Payments  to  Postmen  for 
Increased  Bonnda- 

Mk.  freeman  TH0MAS(Ha8tings) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether, 
in  the  event  of  a  postman's  walk  having 
increased  in  consequence  of  building  and 
other  causes,  and  his  time  having  ex- 
ceeded the  recognised  eight-hour  day 
enough  to  cause  a  revision  of  his  walk, 
payment  would  be  made  to  him  for  the 
overtime   worked  continuously  prior  to 

the  revision. 

* 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
As  soon  as  a  postman's  attendance  ex- 
ceeds the  proper  limit,  his  duty  should 
be  reduced;  and  if  any  postman  is  in 
this  position  he  should  apply  to  his 
postmaster  on  the  matter. 

Bural  Postmen. 

Mr.  freeman  THOMAS :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster  -  General  what  distance 
per  day  has  a  rural  postman  to  walk 
to  entitle  him  to  be  classed  as  a  full-time 
man. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  distance  a  rural  postman  has  to  walk 
in  Older  to  be  classed  as  a  full-time  man 


varies  according  to  circumstances,  and  ifc 
is  not  possible  to  give  any  genend 
answer  on  the  subject. 

OlsHgow  Post  OfBce. 
Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  PostmasterGenenl  if 
he  can  state  the  number  of  ofiBcers  em- 
ployed in  the  Glasgow  Post  Office  wba 
are  in  receipt  of  fourteen  shiilingg  per 
week  or  under,  and  how  many  of  thea» 
are  employed  wholly  or  partly  in 
handling  public  correspondence. 

Mk.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  To  ask  tb» 
Po8tma8ter;6eneral  if  he  can  state  th» 
amount  paid  out  as  overtime  in  the 
Glasgow  Post  Office  (postal  department) 
during  March  and  April  of  the  present 
year,  and  also  the  total  amount  paid  for 
overtime  to  sorting  clerks  since  January, 
1900. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberla^) 
I  will  make  inquiry  to  see  whether  I  can 
obtain  the  information  desired  by  th? 
hon.  Member. 

aiasgow  Post  Office-Kevision  of  StalL 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  aik 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  • 
revision  of  the  staff  employed  on  postal 
duties  at  Glasgow  is  at  present  under 
his  eoDsideration  ;  and,  if  so,  when  will 
the  result  be  promulgated. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Avslen  ChamberUh.) 
The  Postmaster  of  Glasgow  is  now  pre- 
paring his  proposals  for  a  reviaon  of  the 
indoor  force.  When  submitted,  they 
will,  of  course,  hare  to  undergo  the 
usual  careful  examination,  and  I  cannot 
at  present  say  when  it  will  be  possible  to 
promulgate  the  result. 

Qlaagow  Post  OfBlce— Clerical  and 
Sorting  Duties. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  number  of  officers  employed 
as  sorting  clerks  at  Glasgow  have  for  a 
number  of  years  been  engaged  on  clerics) 
duties  in  the  Accountant's  Branch 
Inquiry  Office ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  hours  of  attendance 
for  these  duties  are  on  week  days  9  a  m.  tin 
5  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  9  a.m.  till  ISO 
p.m.,  with  all  local  and  bank  holidays 
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off,  and  that  three  members  of  one 
family  are  participating  in  sueh  duties, 
he  will  take  steps  to  have  all  sorting 
clerks  who  have  been  employed  on  such 
duties  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years 
removed  to  the  sorting  office  and  placed 
on  duties  according  to  their  seniority,  so 
that  they  may  become  acquainted  with 
the  practical  working  of  the  department 
to  which  they  belong. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  no  information  upon  this  subject, 
but  I  will  inquire  into  the  matter. 

Post  Office  Pensions— Boy-sorter  Service. 

Captain  NORTON:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
state  whether  boy-sortership  service 
in  the  postal  service  counts  effectively 
for  pensions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  Service  as 
boy  sorter  does  not  reckon  for  pension. 

Promotion  in  the  Civil  Serviee. 

COWNEL  WYNDHAM-QUIN  (Gla- 
morganshire, S.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  is  aware  of  the  effect 
of  the  Treasury  ruling  of  8th  May,  1896, 
as  regards  the  promotion  of  holders  of 
minor  staff  posts  to  the  higher  division 
whereby  they  are  requued  to  revert  to 
second  division  salary  on  promotion, 
thereby  causing  a  loss  of  salary,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  clerk]  is  called  upon 
to  perform  work  of  a  higher  character  and 
assume  greater  responsibility ;  whether  he 
will  state  the  object  of  such  a  rule  and 
the  authority  under  which  it  has  been 
adopted ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to  have 
it  cancelled,  in  view  of  its  effect  in  inflict- 
ing monetary  loss  on  those  members  of 
this  class  in  the  service  who  prove  them- 
selves fit  for  further  advancement. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The  re- 
gulation was  made  by  the  Treasury  as 
the  authority  immediately  responsible 
for  the  salaries  of  civil  servants.     Staff 

ftosts  of  the  second  division  were  created 
or  superior  duties  of  Accounts,  Registra- 
tion and  Supervision  :  and  the  salaries  at- 
tached to  them  were  fixed  on  a  liberal 
scale,  as  such  posts  constitute  the  prizes 
of  the  second  division,  and  it  was  not 
contemplated  that  further  promotion  was 


open  to  the  holders.  If  a  clerk  who  had 
been  promoted  from  the  second  division 
to  a  staff  post  were  allowed,  on  further 
promotion  to  the  first  division,  to  carry 
with  him  the  salary  of  the  staff  post,  it 
might  easily  happen  that  he  would  be 
receiving  a  higher  salary  than  a  clerk 
who  had  entered  the  first  division  after 
a  severe  examination  in  subjects  of  the 
highest^class  and  had  been  an  equal  time 
in  the  service.  This  would  be  unjust  to 
the  other  higher  division  clerks,  and  it 
would,  moreover,  be  a  waste  of  public 
money,  as  the  normal  minimum  of  th© 
higher  division  (£150  or  £200)  is  much 
lower  than  the  salary  of  a  staff  post.  The 
rule  is,  in  my  opinion,  equitable  to  th& 
clerks  and  necessary  in  the  public  in- 
terest. 


Annual  Lflavo  of  Cnstoms  Assistant 
Clerks. 

Mk.  CLAUDE  hay  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :    To    ask    the    Secretary     to    the 
Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs,  when  recommend- 
ing that  the  annual  leave  of  their  assistant 
clerks  who  are  engaged  upon  checking 
duties  should  be  increased  from  fourteen 
I  to  eighteen  days,  stated  that  this  increase 
I  would  involve  no  additional  cost  to  the 
State,  the  Treasury  will  reconsider  their 
I  previous  decision  and   sanction   this  in 
'  crease,  which  will  place  these  men  in  the 
I  matter  of  leave  on  a  footing   with   their 
I  colleagues  in  the  majority  of  Government 
i  offices. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The 
Treasury  are  not  prepared  to  grant  a 
general  increase  of  annual  leave  to  ab- 
stractors in  the  departments  under  their 
direct  control,  nor  can  they  make  a 
special  exception  in  the  case  of  such 
officers  when  employed  in  the  Customs. 

Vaccinatioii  ProsecationB  in  the  Trow- 
bridge and  Melksham  TTmons. 

Mr.  fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
medical  inspector  in  his  Department  has 
visited  the  Tiowbridge  and  Melksham 
Union,  and  has  threatened  the  vaccination 
officers  of  that  union  with  dismissal  if 
they  do  not  institute  legal  proceedings 
against  defaulters  under  the  Vaccination 
Acts  without  the  consent  of  the  guardians ;. 
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4uid  if  so,  will  he  state  whether  the  in- 
spector has  taken  this  course  in  pursuance 
•01  instructions  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  of  regulations  as  to  his 
duties,  and  if  the  latter,  where  such 
regulations  are  laid  down. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  A 
medical  inspector  of  my  Department 
visited  the  union  and  reported  to  me  that 
both  the  vaccination  officers  refused  to 
take  proceedings  in  cases  of  default  under 
'the  vaccination  Acts.  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  threatened  them  with  dismissal 
On  receipt  of  the  report  I  wrote  to  the 
vaccination  officers,  pointing  out  that  I 
eould  not  permit  of  further  delay  in  their 
performing  their  duties  in  this  matter, 
.and  I  requested  to  be  informed  definitely 
whether  they  were  prepared  in  future  to 
carry  out  their  duties,  including  the 
prosecution  of  persons  in  default.  The 
replies  of  the  vaccination  officers  being 
unsatisfactory,  I  have  called  upon  them 
to  resign. 

Fair  Rents  in  Ootinty  Limerick  case  of 
John  O'Oonnell. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state 
what  is  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  hearing 
of  the  appeal  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  in 
the  case  of  John  O'ConneU,  of  Glen- 
sharrold,  Carrickerry,  Ardagh,  in  the 
.county  of  Limerick,  tenant,  James 
O'Graidy,  Delmege,  landlord,  the  said  case 
baving  been  heard  before  the  County 
Court  Judge  of  the  said  countjrin  October, 
1901. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  case 
will  probably  appear  on  the  first  list  of 
.appeals  for  hearing  at  Limerick,  but  no 
date  has  yet  been  arranged  for  a  sitting 
for  that  district. 

LrecoTorable  Poor  Bate  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  state  whether  poor  rates, 
for  which  a  decree  was  obtained  by  rate 
collectors  and  returned  by  the  Sheriff' 
marked  nulla  bona,  are  to  be  written  oS 
by  the  County  Council  of  the  district  as 
irrecoverable. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  It  is 
not  practicable  to  lay  down  any  general 
rule  for  dealing  with  such  cases.     For 


instance,  although  a  return  of  nMa  bona 
might  be  made  in  the  case  of  a  person 
rated  as  an  occupier,  the  rate  might  be 
recovered  from  subsequent  occupiers  who, 
under  Section  19  of  the  12  ana  13  Vic, 
cap.  104,  would  be  liable  for  the  rate  two 
I  years  after  it  was  made.  Every  case 
:  must  be  considered  and  determined  accord- 
ing to  its  own  particular  circumstances. 

Delay  at  Level  Crossing  at  Letterkenny. 
I      Mb.   MTADDEN  (Donegal,  E.)  :  To 
;  ask  the    Chief  Secretary    to  the  Lord 
I  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
:  the  gates  at  the  Letterkenny  level  cross- 
;  ing  on  the  new  Burtonport  and  Letter- 
j  kenny  Extension  Railway  were  closed  on 
I  the  23rd  Jime  last  from  8  a.m.  to  8.25  a.m., 
I  and  that  in  consequence  carts  were  ke))t 
;  standing  at  the  crossing  and  delayed  at 
that  time ;  and  that  similar  delays  are  of 
.  almost  daily  occurrence  at  this  and  also  at 
i  the  level  crossing  at  Oldtown,  on  the  same 
:  line,  because  of  an  insufficient  stafif  beinc 
provided    at    both    these     places ;    am 
whether,  in  view  of  the  inconvenience  to 
the  public  by  the  gates  being  kept  closed 
I  for  a  long  time  at  these  places  three  times 
a  day,  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  will 
j  direct  the  Lough  Swilly  RaUway  Com- 
pany to  tell  off  a  man  to  open  and  dote 
I  those  gates. 
I 

I  {Ansivered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
I  company  state  that  the  delay  at  Letter- 
I  kenny  referred  to  is  exaggerated,  that  no 
complaint  was  made,  and  that  if  complaint 
had  been  made  operations  would  have 
been  suspended  to  allow  the  passage  of 
vehicles.  A  man  is  specially  told  off  to 
attend  to  the  crossing  at  train  times.  The 
delays  at  Oldtown  never  exceeded  five 
minutes,  and  were  not  caused  by  in- 
sufficiency of  staff. 

Delays  on  the   Burtonport  and  Letter- 
kenny Bailway. 

Mr.  M'FADDEN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
train  due  to  arrive  at  Letterkenny  at 
10.50  a.m.  on  the  23rd  June  last  on 
the  Burtonport  and  Letterkenny  Exten- 
sion Railway  did  not  arrive  until  1  p.m., 
and  in  consequence  passengers  to  London- 
derry from  Letterkenny  and  stations  on 
the  Burtonport  line  were  delayed;  ani 
whether,  in  view  of  the  repeated  coni- 

S taints  as  to  delays  and  repeated  break- 
owns    on    both    the    Letterkenny  and 
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Burtonport  lines,  he  will  direct  the  Board 
of  Works  in  Ireland  to  hold  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  working  of  these  lines  hy  the 
Lough  Swilly  Bauway  Company. 

{Amvoered  by  Mr.  Wifndham.)  The  delay 
in  this  case  was  due  to  a  leaking  engine. 
The  Board  of  Works  is  in  correspondence 
with  the  company  with  the  object  of 
securing  a  punctual  and  satisfactory 
working  of  the  line. 

Mr.  M'FADDEN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
train  due  at  Letterkenny  from  London- 
derry on  the  Letterkenny  line  at  1.40  p.m. 
did  not  arrive  until  4.30  p.m.  on  the 
22nd  June  last  ■  and  whether,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  breakdown  and  one  the 
same  dav  on  the  Burtonport  and  Letter- 
kenny Extension  Railway  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  will  compel  the  Loueh 
Swilly  Railway  Company,  which  works 
both  lines,  to  make  compensation  to 
Mr.  John  P.  Speer  and  other  Letterkenny 
passengers  prevented  on  that  day  by 
these  aelays  from  travelling  to  London- 
derry, or  what  steps  the  Board  intend  to 
take  in  reference  to  the  complaints  made 
as  to  the  management  of  these  lines  by 
the  said  company. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
delay  to  the  12.10  p.m.  train  from 
Londonderry  on  the  date  mentioned  was 
due  to  the  detention  of  earlier  trains. 
No  breakdown  occurred  to  the  former 
train.  The  Board  has  no  power  to  call 
upon  the  company  to  provide  compensa- 
tion to  passengers  for  alleged  losses 
sustained  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  M'FADDEN  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  ia  aware  that  by 
reason  of  a  breakdown  on  the  Burton- 
port and  Letterkenny  Extension  Rail- 
way, near  Creeslough,  County  Donegal, 
on  the  22nd  day  of  June  last,  the  train 
due  to  arrive  at  Letterkenny  at  10.50  a.m. 
did  not  arrive  until  nearly  7.30  p.m., 
and,  in  consequence,  upwards  of  200 
labourers  and  harvestmen  from  the 
Rosses  and  Gweedore  districts  proceeding 
to  England  in  search  of  work  missed 
the  steamboats  at  Londonderry  and 
were  compelled  to  remain  in  Letter- 
Jcenny  and  Londonderry  all  night ;  and 
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whether,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
these  men,  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ire- 
land will  see  that  the  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company,  which  works  this 
line  under  agreement  with  the  Board  of 
Works,  will  make  compensation  to  them 
for  the  loss  sustained. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
late  arrival  of  this  train  at  Letterkenny 
was  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  engine. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  telegraphic 
communication  there  was  delay  also  in 
preparing  a  relief  train.  The  Board  of 
Works  has  been  for  a  considerable  time 
endeavouring  to  arrange  with  the 
company  for  the  provision  of  telegraphic 
communication,  which,  it  is  now  stated, 
will  be  established  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Board  has  no  power  to  tuke  action 
as  suggested  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Question. 

Stanford  Court  Martial— Alleged  Breach 
of  Parole  by  Officers- 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  what  steps  he  proposes  to 
take  to  mark  the  displeasure  of  the  War 
Office  at  the  breach  of  their  parole  not 
to  attend  any  places  of  public  entertain- 
till  the  decision  of  the  Court-martial  was 
given  by  attendance  on  the  race  course 
at  Ascot  by  officers  recently  charged  in 
the  Stanford  Court-martial. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrkk.) 
The  Commander-in-Chief  has  taken  dis- 
ciplinary action  with  regard  to  the 
officers  a£Pected  by  the  action  named  in 
the  Question. 

Training  of  Troops  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  CROMBIE:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  the  acreage 
available  round  Stobs  Castle,  Hawick, 
for  military  training,  and  how  many 
infantry  soldiers,  regular  and  auxiliary, 
will  be  exercised  on  this  area  during  the 
month  of  July  current;  and,  in  the 
event  of  the  area  proving  too  small, 
whether  he  could  transfer  the  training 
of  these  troops  to  Salisbury  Plain;  also 
whether  it  is  contemplated  to  acquire 
further  area  for  the  training  of  troops  in 
Scot  hind. 
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(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  Stobs  estate,  which  has  been  pur- 
chased, is  of  3,615  acres;  negotiations 
are  in  progress  for  the  purc^se  of  n 
further  tract  of  country  adjoining  this 
estate.  The  arrangements  for  the  train- 
ing in  this  district  are  made  by  the 
General  OfiScer  Commanding,  and  no 
details  have  been  forwarded  to  the  War 
Office.  So  far  as  Salisbury  Plain  is 
concerned  the  arrangements  for  training 
there  have  been  completed,  and  they 
could  not  now  be  added  to. 

Army  Pensions— Case  of  John 
Smith,  B.F.A. 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  case  of  John  Smith, 
who,  after  seven  yeara'  service  as  gunner 
in  the  66th  Battery  Royal  Field 
Artillery  (No.  19,311),  has  been  dis- 
charged in  ill  health  upon  a  pension  of 
8d.  a  day  for  fifteen  months  from  the 
date  of  his  discharge ;  and  whether,  see- 
ing that  this  man's  service  has  been 
mainly  abroad,  in  £gypt.  South  Africa, 
and  India,  he  will  explain  why  the 
pension  has  been  fixed  for  a  limited 
period 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  Gunner 
Smith's  ill  health  was  stated  by  the 
Medical  Board  to  be  not  due  to  his 
service  a-  a  soldier,  but  to  rheumatic 
fever  from  which  he  suffered  prior  to 
enlistment.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
eligible  for  a  permanent  pension,  but,  as 
his  disability  was  r^arded  as  possibly 
aggravated  by  service,  he  was  awarded 
a  temporary  pension  for  the  maximum 
period  admissible  for  his  length  of 
service. 

Military  Position  in  Northern  Nigeria. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester.  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  has  any  further 
news  concerning  the  military  position  in 
Northern  Nigeria  to  communicate. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain. ) 
The  information  received  from  Northern 
Nigeria  since  22nd  June,  the  date  of  the 
hon.  Member's  previous  Question,  is  as 
follows :— Captain  Sword,  who  had  been 
reported  as  retiring  to  Bauchi,  reached 


'  that  place   without  opposition   on  the 
I  23rd   of  May.      Two    days   later,    the 
I  Resident  at    Bauchi  reported  that  the 
progress  of  the  Ex-Sultan  of  Sokoto  had 
been  checked  by  the  garrison  at  Gujba, 
and  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
the  Ex-Sultan,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  fight.    On  the  17th 
of  June,  the  Acting  High  Commissioner 
reported  from  Zaria  that  he  had  had  an 
interview  with  a  native  chief,  who  tdd 
,  him  that  he  had  left  the  Ex-Sultan  at 
Burmi  about  the  end  of  May,  and  that 
the   Ex-Sultan's    forces  were  dwindling 
rapidly,  and  that  he  had  great  difficulty 
in  finding  food  for  them,  and  for  the 
I  large  number  of  women  and  children 
with    him.      The    Acting   High   Com- 
missioner stated  that  the  Ex-Sultan  had 
.  written  to  the    Resident    at    Bauchi, 
describing  himself  as  "a  fugitive,"  and 
asking  to  be  allowed  to  travel,  and  that 
the  Resident  had  replied  that  he  must 
'  surrender  unconditionally,  but  that  hit 
life  would  be  spared.    He  adds  that  the 
,  disturbance   was  now  confined  to  the 
I  small  area  to  the  north-east  of  Bauchi 
I  on  the  Gongola  river,  and  his  last  tel^ 
gram,  received  on  Ist  July,  stated  that 
,  the  situation  continued  to  improve.    No 
further  fighting  has  been  reported. 


Inqwrts  of  Foreign  Ooods  into  Grown 
Oolonies. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  To  ask  the 

Secretary  cf  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
were  the  total  imports  of  foreign  goods 
into  the  various  Crown  Colonies  in  the 
last  completed  year  for  which  figures  are 
available ;  and  how  much  of  these  imports 
consisted  of  manufactured  goods. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  ChamberMn.) 
It  IS  impossible  to  give  such  a  Return  as 
the  hon.  Member  asks  for.  The  Colonial 
I  Returns  ascribe  their  imports  to  the 
country  from  which  they  are  imported, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufactures  exported  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  the  oolonies  i» 
treated  by  them  as  imports  from  the 
United  liingdom.  The  aggregate  im- 
ports from  foreign  countries  into  the 
Crown  Colonies  in  the  last  year  for  which 
the  complete  Returns  are  availaUe  are 
given  in  the  Return,  Command  1638, 
recently  published. 
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South  A£ric«ii  Ooastelmlary— Terms  of 
Enlistmont. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Preat- 
wich) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  will  state  the 
terms  on  which  the  South  African  Con- 
stabulary were  enlisted  in  1901. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chambaiuin.) 
The  explanatory  Memorandum  containing 
the  conditions  of  serrice,  a  copy  of  which 
was  furnished  to  each  applicant  for  enlist- 
ment in  the  South  African  Constabulary, 
is  too  long  to  quote,  hut  I  will  place  a 
copy  in  the  Library. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Boyal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  has  been  able  to  equalise  the 
allowances  of  the  captains  of  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  with  those  possessed 
by  lieutenants  of  the  same  Corps  who  are 
attending  the  Military  Medical  College  in 
London. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Beodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
The  question  of  the  grant  of  mess  allow- 
ance to  captains  attending  the  Medical 
College  has  been  thoroughly  considered 
and  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to 
make  this  concession. 

Cape  Boigfpjig  Oourt-Martial. 

Mb,  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  law  officers  of  the 
Grown  were  consulted  aa  to  the  form 
and  limitation  of  the  charges  on  which 
ten  officers  were  tried  by  Court-martial 
in  reference  to  the  incident  at  Mount 
Nelson  Hotel  on  Christmas  Ere  in 
December,  1901 ;  and,  if  not,  who  is 
responsible  for  them. 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  The  charges  were 
framed  by  the  Judge-Advocate  General 
according  to  custom. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility. 


Mr.  BRODRICK :  Of  course  I  accept 
responsibility  for  all  that  is  done  under 
my  charge.  The  Judge  -  Advocate 
General  h^s  special  responsibility,  in 
which  I  do  not  interfere. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  best  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  documents  in  connection  with 
the  civil  action  brought  by  Mr.  Frederick 
Stanford  against  the  seven  officers 
recently  tried  by  Court-martial  were 
submitted  to  the  War  Office  by  Mr. 
Stanford ;  and,  if  so,  whether  charges  of 
indecency  against  the  said  officers  were 
made  in  the  statement  of  claim  of  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Stanford,  in  the  said 
action. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  reply  to  both 
Questions  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Lyddite  Committee. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  give  now  or  on  some  near 
date  the  names  of  those  he  m^ns  to 
appoint  to  the  Committee  or  Commission 
on  the  late  serious  explosion  of  melenite, 
or  so-called  lyddite,  at  the  Royal  Arsenal. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  names  of  the 
Gentlemen  appointed  were  announced 
in  the  Press  on  the  20th  ultimo,  viz. : — 
Rear-Admiral  Parr,  President;  Colonel 
Hadden,  Dr.  Dupr^,  Major  Nathan, 
Captain  Thomson,  members;  Captain 
Watson,  secretary. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Explosion— Coroner's 
Jury's  Verdict. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  verdict  and  rider  found 
by  the  Coroner's  Jury  in  the  Woolwich 
explosion  inquest  have  been  brought  to 
ids  notice;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
what  ac.ion  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  verdict  and 
rider  of  the  Coroner's  Jury  have  been 
brought  to  notice,  and  the  recommend- 
ations contained  in  the  latter  are  being 
carefully  considered. 
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Woolwich  Araenal— PrevioTis  Chmpowder 
Explosions. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  gun- 
powder explosion  in  the  Royal  Arsenal 
in  1868  or  1869,  the  Coroner's  Jury 
found  that  the  explosion  was  due  to 
want  of  proper  superintendence,  and  if, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  late  lyddite  ex- 
plosion, the  Coroner's  Jury  made  re- 
marks in  the  same  direction ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  state  if  any  steps  will  be  taken 
to  prevent  a  third  Coroner's  Report  to 
the  same  effect. 

!(,  Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  misinformed.  The  ex- 
plosion alluded  to  took  place  ia  1867. 
The  Cor(Tner's  Jury  did  not  find  that  it 
was  due  to  want  of  proper  super- 
intendence. The  causes  of  the  recent 
explosion  are  under  investigation. 

Oulf  of  Pecbili- Assembly  of  Ships  of 
War. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester.  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  are  the  numbers  of  the 
British,  American,  and  Japanese  fleets 
in  the  north  of  the  Gulf  oi  Pechili  or 
thereabouts  at  the  present  time;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Russians  have 
fifty  seven  vessels  at  Port  Arthur,  can 
he  state  what  is  the  object  of  this 
gatheiing  of  fleets. 

Thb  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-FoRSter,  Belfast, 
W.)  :  The  number  of  British  ships  at 
present  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Gulf  of  Pechili  is  twelve.  The  Admiralty 
is  unaware  that  any  special  gathering  of 
ships  has  taken  place,  or  that  any 
special  object  is  aimed  at  by  the  Govern- 
ments responsible  for  the  movement  of 
vessels  in  Chinese  waters. 

"Hyacinth"    and   "Minerva "-Cost  of 
Bepairs. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  what  amount  of  time 
and  money  has  been  incurred  in  over- 
hauls on  the  "  Hyacinth  "  and  "Minerva" 
respectively  since  the  date  of  handing  over 
of  the  former  by  the  builders,  and  how 
much  of  this  has  been  expended  during  the 


financial  year  ending  31st  March,  190.''; 
what  has  been  the  mQeage  run,  on  trials 
and  commissions  respectively,  by  these 
ships  since  the  date  of  intimation  to  the 
Boiler  Committee  that  these  vessds  were 
ready  for  comparative  trials. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  The  total 
amount  spent  on  repairs,  alterations, 
and  additions  to  H.M.S.  "Hyacinth" 
since  she  was  first  commissioned  on 
3rd  September,  1900,  has  been  £19,255. 
The  expenditure  on  H.M.S.  "Minerva" 
for  the  same  period  was  £7,310.  For 
the  financial  year  ending  3l8t  March, 
1903,  the  figures  were :—"  Hyacinth " 
£6,695;  "Minerva"  £2,890.  It  is  not 
possible  without  reference  to  the 
dockyard  to  state  the  total  number  of 
days  occupied  by  the  repairs  and 
alterations,  nor  is  it  possible  to  give 
the  information  asked  for  as  to  mileage 
run  until  the  Engine  Room  Registers 
have  been  received.  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  put  another  Question  dealing  with 
these  points,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
answer  it. 

Qrants  to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (IsUngton,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  is  the  total  cost  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
the  various  grants  made  to  the  West 
Indies  since  the  Report  of  the  Ropl 
Commission  of  1897 ;  and  what  is  the 
present  annual  charge,  whether  for 
subsidies  to  any  of  the  governments  of 
the  Islands,  or  for  any  steam  packet 
service,  or  repayment  of  interest. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.,  for  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain):  Since 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  and 
up  to  the  end  of  the  last  financial  year 
Parliament  has  voted  in  grants  or  for 
annusJ  services  a  total  of  £306,180. 
In  addition  to  this  £82,000  has  been 
voted  in  relief  of  the  distress  caused 
by  hurricanes,  and  £250,000  as  a 
grant  in  aid  of  the  sugar  industry 
pending  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Brussels  Convention.  A  yearly  contri- 
bution of  £13,500  is  also  paid"  towards 
the  subsidy  granted  by  the  Canadian 
Government  for  the  Canadian  and 
West    Indian    Steamship   Service,    and 
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£20,000  a  year  is  paid  as  the  Imperial 
share  of  the  subsidy  for  the  Direct 
West  India  Fruit  and  Mail  Seryice 
between  England  and  Jamaica.  In 
reply  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Estimates  for  Colonial  Services,  Class 
v.,  Vote  3.  These  grants,  excluding 
the  hurricane  grants  have  been  mainly 
necessitated  by  the  depression  of  the 
sugar  industry  in  the  West  Indies,  due, 
in  the  words  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
"to  the  competition  of  other  sugar- 
producing  countries  and  in  a  special 
degree  to  the  competition  of  beet 
sugar  produced  under  a  system  of 
bounties." 

Canadian  Militia. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  any  correspondence  has 
passed  between  the  Canadian  Government 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  in  regard 
to  the  mode  of  appointment  of  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Canadian  Militia;  and 
whether  the  Canadian  Government  have 
asked  for  Amendments  to  the  British 
North  America  Act  with  this  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  :  The  answer  is 
in  the  negative  in  regard  to  both  parts 
of  the  Question,  but  I  have  invited  the 
Dominion  Government  to  discuss  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  the  question 
of  some  proposed  Amendments  in  the 
Dominion  Militia  Act. 

Be-stockinf  of  South  African  Farms— 
Canadian  Cattle. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the. 
Colonies  whether  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment have  complained  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  regard  to  preference  shown 
other  countries  in  the  matter  of  the  pur- 
chase of  horses  and  cattle  required  for 
the  re-stocking  of  farms  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  J,  Chamberlain)  :  The  question  of 
obtaining  cattle  from  Canada  for  the 
purpose  of  re-stocking  farms  in  South 
Afncawas  brought  before  me  by  the  High 
Commissioner,  and  his  representations 
were  commimicated  to  Viscount  Milner. 
I    am    informed,    however,    that    Lord 


Milner's  technical  advisers  in  this  matter 

Sireferred,  for  re-stocking  purposes,  stock 
rom  tick-infected  countries,  as  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  they  were  less 
liable  to,  and  better  able  to  resist,  the 
endemic  diseases  of  cattle  in  South  Africa 
than  cattle  from  Canada  or  from  this 
country.  I  have  not  received  any  com- 
plaint from  the  Government  of  Canada. 

Canadian  Mails— Qalway  as  a  Port 
ofCalL 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  any  negotiations  have 
taken  place  with  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  making  Galway  the 
port  of  call  for  the  new  Transatlantic 
line  of  steamers  subsidised  bv  the 
Canadian  Government;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  state  the  position  in  which  these 
negotiations  now  stand. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  :  No  negotiations 
have  taken  place.  I  understand  that  the 
result  of  the  tenders  for  a  new  Trans- 
atlantic Service  was  not  successful 

Indian  Army— Privilege  Leave  and 
Forlongh. 

The  MASTER  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
British  officers  of  the  Indian  Army  are  not 
permitted  to  combine  privilege  leave  with 
a  year's  leave  of  absence  out  of  India,  thus 
necessitating  in  some  cases  the  return  of 
an  officer  to  Bombay  from  privilege  leave 
spent  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
piupose  of  commencing  the  year's  leave 
which  may  be  due  to  him ;  and  whether 
privilege  leave  and  furlough  in  the  Indian 
Army  may  be  permitted  to  run  con- 
currently as  in  the  Indian  Civil  Service. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing):  I  am  aware  that 
under  the  regmations  now  in  force 
military  officers  (with  the  exception  of 
those  in  civil  employ)  are  not  permitted 
to  combine  privilege  leave  with  furlough 
out  of  India.  I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  are  looking  into  this 
question,  and  until  I  hear  from  them  I 
must  postpone  any  expression  of  opinion 
upon  the  proposed  concession. 
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Ohm9  Fares  for  Indian  OfflcUli. 
Thi  master  of  ELIBANK  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  Statefor  India  whetner 
he  will  use  his  influence  with  the  Penin 
Bular  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company 
to  reduce  the  fares  of  oflScers  and  civU 
servants  when  coming  home  on  leave, 
who  are  at  present  charged  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  general  public. 
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1886,  which  an  subject  to  Britiil 
control,  showing  their  extent  and  the 
conditions  under  which  they  are  hdd. 


Thk  under  secretary  of  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cbak- 
BOBHl,  Rochester) :  Information  respect- 
ing concessions  d  land  in  the  Uganda  and 
Eut  Africa  Protectorates  will  be  found  in 
the  Paper  laid  on  Friday  last.  As  r%ard« 
British  Central  Africa,  grants  of  Crown 
land  hare  been  made  to  the  company 
engaging  in  the  oonstruction  (A  the 
railway  in  the  Protectorate,  subject  to 
the  conditions  contained  in  the  published 
contract.  Beside  these  various  small 
areas  have  been  let  at  times  for  farming 
and  building  purposes. 

*SiE  CHARLES  DILKE:  And  if  there 
is  any  large  concession  wiU  a  Return  be 
granted) 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  Does  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman 
Central  Africa  % 


mean  with  regard  to 


♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE :  Yes. 

Lord    CRANBORNE:    All    will 
contained  in  the  published  contract. 


be 


Lor©  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  A 
Committee  has  been  appointed  to  report 
on  questions  relating  to  the  mail  service 
with  India,  and  certain  questions  in 
regard  to  passages  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  interested  will  be  considered  by 
them. 

British  Troops  in  India— Oificers'  Leave. 

TheMASTERofELIBANK:  Ibegtoask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  establishment 
of  British  Officers  per  Native  infantry 
battalion  has  recently  been  increased 
from  eight   to   twelve,   that  imder  the 

Erevious  regulations  two  officers  per 
attalion  were  permitted  to  be  absent 
together  on  a  year's  leave,  thus  according 
them  one  year's  leave  after  every  three 
years'  service,  and  that  by  the  altered 
regulations  officers  now  obtain  one  year's 
leave  only  after  every  five  years  service, 
he  will  recommend  that,  in  view  of  the 
increased  British  establishment,  three 
officers  per  battalion  be  permitted  a 
year's  leave  of  absence  at  the  same  time. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Under 
the  Leave  Rules  for  the  Indian  Army 
(1886)  leave  is  granted  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Lieutenant-Generals  of  the  four 
commands.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
be  advisable  to  interfere  with  this  dis- 
cretion. 

Land  Concessions  in  British  Central 
Africa. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  furnish  the  Houfc  with  in- 
formation as  to  concessions  of  land, 
which  have  been  granted  to  individuals 
or    companies    in    the  British  Central 

African  Protectorate  and  other  territories  poration  of  Glasgow  into  the  connection 
within  the  conventional  basin  of  the  between  the  increase  of  lunacy  and 
Congo  and  the  free-trade  zone,  as  in-  drunkenness ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
dicated   by  the  Berlin   General  Act  of   it   is    suacested    that    the  increase    of 


Britisk  Attach^  to  the  Japanese  Army. 
TheMASTERofELIBANK:  Ibegtoask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  state  if  any 
arrangement  has  been  made  with  the 
Japanese  Government  as  regards  officers 
of  the  British  Service  being  attached  to 
the  Japanese  Forces  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  the  military  system  and  lan- 
guage of  the  coimtry;  and,  if  so,  when 
will  the  appointment  of  o£Scers  be 
announced. 

LordCRANBORNE  :  No  such  arrange- 
ment has  been  made,  but  the  matter 
will  not  escape  attention. 

Lnnaey  and  Dmnkenness  in  G-lasgow. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the   inqu'ry  instituted   by   the  Cor- 


is    suggest 
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lunacy  in  this  respect  is  due  to  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  spirit  now  sold 
in  lieu  oi  genuine  malt  whisky;  and 
whether  the  Government  officials  will 
give  any  assistance  in  this  inquiry. 

♦The  chancellor  of  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
have  no  official  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  inquiry  mentioned.  If 
invited  to  do  so  by  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow,  the  Inland  Revenue  officials 
would  be  happy  to  supply  such  informa- 
tion as  their  records  and  experience  may 
enable  them  properly  to  give. 

Whisky  Distillation. 
Mb.  MACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
will  grant  a  Return  showing  the  total 
quantity  of  malt  and  grain  whisky 
distilled  during  last  year  from  pot  and 
patent  stills  respectively ;  also  a  Return 
showing  the  quantity  of  patent-still 
spirit  despatched  duty  paid  and  under 
bond  from  England  to  Scotland  for  the 
same  period  for  the  purpose  of  being 
made  up  as  whisky. 

*M».  RITCHIE :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 

gant  the  suggested  Returns.  The 
>ard  of  In'and  Revenue  have  no 
official  information  on  the  matters 
referred  to.  Their  Returns  do  not 
distinguish  between  pot-still  and  patent- 
still  spirits. 

Scotch  Whisky  in  Tied  Houses. 
Mr.  MACVEAGH :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  will  cause  instructions  to  be  issued  to 
the  excise  officials  to  prevent  the  use  of 
beet  molasses,  decayed  and  damaged 
maize,  the  refuse  of  the  sugar  refineries, 
and  other  such  inferior  and  injurious 
substances  in  the  manufacture  of  patent- 
still  spirit  for  potable  purposes;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  such  spirit 
distilled  in  England  is  that  which  is 
now  almost  exclusively  used  in  the  tied 
houses  owned  by  brewers  and  sold  to 
the  public  as  Scotch  whisky. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE :  The  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  have  no  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  discretion  of  distillers  as  re- 
gards the  materials  used  by  thera.  I 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  materials 


injurious  to  health  are  used  in  the 
distilleries  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  hon.  Member's 
allegation  with  regard  to  tied  houses, 
owned  by  brewers,  is  an  unwarrantable 
reflection  upon  a  trade  that,  with  pos- 
sibly a  few  rare  exceptions,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  honestly  and  honourably  con 
ducted. 

Mb.  MACVEAGH  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  awate  that  Scotch  whisky 
sold  in  tied  houses  costs  ninepence  a 
gallon  t 

Mb.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :,  Warranted 
to  kill  at  forty  rods  ! 

No  answer  was  returned. 

Government  Departments— Distribntion 
of  Duties. 

Mb.  HOULT  (Cheshire,  Wirrall):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  can  now  announce 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  the  position  and  duties  of 
the  various  Government  Departments, 
with  the  view  to  consolidate  the  com- 
mercial and  trade  interests  of  the  country 
in  one  Departmtot. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  Besides  Lord  Jersey, 
as  Chairman,  the  following  Gentlemen 
have  agreed  to  serve  :  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  John  Gorst,  Sir  James  Mackay, 
G.C.M.6.,  K.C.LE.,  member  of  the 
India  Council,  Sir  Charles  Ryan,  K.C.B., 
late  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General.  I 
may  say  I  hope  very  shortly  to  be  able 
to  add  another  name. 

Licence  Redaction— Action  by  the 
Wandsworth  Justices- 

•mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham): 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wandsworth  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  letter  issued  by  the  clerk  to  the 
justices  for  the  Wandsworth  Division, 
inviting  persons  interested  in  licensed 
premises  within  a  specified  area  in  the 
borough  of  Wandsworth  to  submit,  not 
later  than  the  end  of  August  next,  a 
comprehensive  scheme,  showing  a  sub- 
stantial reduction  in  the  number  of  such 
licensed  premises,  and  intimating  that 
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in  the  event  of  such  scheme  being  con- 
sidered by  the  justices  unsatisfactory  or 
insufficient,  they  would  themselves  deal 
with  the  question  at  the  general  annual 
licensing  meeting  for  1904 ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  consider  the  advisability,  this 
session  or  next,  of  taking  steps  to 
prevent  the  confiscation  of  licensed 
property. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.AKERS 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  :  Yes, 
Sir,  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  letter  in 
question.  With  regard  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  Question,  the  matter 
is,  as  I  think  my  hon.  friend  knows, 
now  enjoying  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Government,  who  desire  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  ot  what  he  fears. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
May  I  ask  whether  the  circular  is 
within  the  statutory  powers  of  the 
magistrates,  and,  if  not,  what  action  can 
the  licensed  victuallers  take  when  such 
unjust  and  illegal  action  is  taken  ? 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Consult  a 
solicitor. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  I  am  not 
at  all  disposed  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  the  description  of  this  action  as  given 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  duties  of  the 
licensing  justices  have  been  defined  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  another  place, 
and  I  must  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  that 
pronouncement. 

Motor-Oar  Outrage  at  Wimbledon. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  if  ^s 
attention  has  been  called  to  an  outrage 
perpetrated  at  Wimbledon  last  Wednes- 
day ;  and  if  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  offering  a  further  reward  for 
such  evidence  as  will  secure  the  conviction 
of  the  offender. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  The  case 
to  "vhich  I  understand  the  hon. '  Member 
to  refer — viz.,  the  frightening  and  injury 
of  two  polo  ponies  by  a  motor-car  which 
did  not  stop  when  t&e  accident  occurred 
has  been  reported  to  the  police  by  the 
owner  of  the  ponies,  who  has  oflFered  a 


{COMMONS}  Qu€idion$.  1400 

reward  of  £25  for  evidence  leading  to  the 
conviction  of  the  driver  or  owner  of  the 
car.  It  is  contrary  to  the  settled  praetioe 
of  the  Home  Office  to  offer  rewards  for 
the  conviction  of  offenders,  and  it  is  not 
proposed  to  make  any  exception  to  the 
rule  in  this  case.  If  the  owner's  offer  is 
ineffective  it  is  not  likely  that  a  further 
offer  from  the  police  would  be  successful. 

Post  Olllce— Wages  Committee. 
Mr.  SCHWANN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  his  en- 
deavour to  form  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  wages  of  certain  classes 
of  Post  Office  employees  has  been  success- 
ful, and  can  he  give  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  willing  to  serve  appointed  by 
him,  and  when  will  the  Committee  com- 
mence its  sittings. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
K) :  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make 
any  statement  on  the  question. 

Hagisterial  Jnrisdictioii. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  whether  bis 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  recent 
case  before  the  magistrates  at  Southport 
in  which  a  member  of  the  bench  had  beffli 
himself  convicted  of  an  offence  similsr 
to  that  which  was  on  trial  before  him ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 

firevent    a    magistrate    adjudicating  in 
uture  under  such  circumstances. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) : 
Yes  Sir,  my  attention  has  been  called  to 
this  case,  but  the  control  of  the  magis- 
tracy does  not  rest  with  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  therefore  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  can  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Bnrtonport  Train  Delays. 
♦Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  all  the  trains  from 
Londonderry  and  Letterkenny  to  Burton- 
port  on  the  Burtonport  and  Letterkenny 
Extension  Railway  were  on  the  days  of 
the  22nd,  23rd,  and  24th  of  June  last 
from  two  hours  to  six  hours  late  in  arriv- 
ing at  Burtonport,  and  that  one  train 
(the  5  p.m.)  on  the  24th  did  not  arrive 
at  all,  he  will  say  what  action  the  Board 
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of  Works  propose  to  take  in  reference  to 
the  failure  of  the  Lough  Swilly  Railway 
Company  in  working  the  line. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 
delays  were  due  to  failure  of  engines. 
The  5  p.m.  train  on  the  24th  June 
arrived  at  11.45.  The  Board  of  Works 
is  giving  special  attention  to  the  matter 
with  the  object  of  securing  punctual  and 
satisfactory  working  of  the  line. 

Plains  of  Boyle— Boscommon. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  recent 
letting  of  a  gazing  farm  of  eighty-six 
Irish  acres  at  Ballymore,  on  the  Plains  of 
Boyle,  and  to  the  fact  that  when  the 
farm  had  been  surrendered  to  the  agent 
for  the  landlord,  five  tenants  with  small 
congested  holdings  adjoining  memorialised 
the  agent  to  have  the  grazing  farm  cut 
up  and  divided  between  them,  offering 
either  to  pay  a  fine  for  the  portions 
allotted  to  them,  or  such  rent  as  the  out- 
going tenant  had  paid — viz.,  ^1  Us.  per 
acre,  and  that,  notwithstanding  these 
tenants'  offer,  the  lands  were  let  to  a 
large  grazier  at  a  rent  of  £1  5s.  per  acre ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  these 
tenants  were  the  lineal  descendants  of  the 
men  who  were  evicted  off  this  land  in 
1846  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  consent 
to  the  scheduling  of  this  portion  of 
County  Roscommon  under  the  Congested 
Districts  Clause  of  the  Land  Bill,  with  a 
view  of  restoring  these  descendants 
of  evicted  tenants  to  their  native  hold- 
ings. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  also  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  plains  of  Boyle,  off 
which  hundreds  of  families  were  evicted 
in  years  gone  by,  is  outside  the  operation 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  families  are 
living  on  adjoining  lands,  he  will  include 
these  tracts  for  resettlement  in  the  Land 
Bill  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  These  lands  can, 
under  the  Bill,  be  purchased  from  the  owner 
if  willing  to  sell.  If  so  purchased  the 
Bill  contains  ample  powers  for  resettle- 
ment. 


Smerwick  Pier- 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNFJLL  (Kerry, 
W.):  1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  need  for  an  extension  of  the 
pier  at  Smerwick,  and  the  impossibility  of 
the  Council  supplying  any  funds  owing  to 
the  high  rates  at  present,  he  will  give 
special  consideration  to  this  case. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  at  its  last  meeting 
decided  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  its 
former  proposal — namely  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  this  work  if  under- 
taken by  the  County.  I  cannot  hold  out 
any  hope  that  the  work  will  be  carried 
out  under  the  Marine  Works  Act. 

Cork  Police  Inaniry— Mr-  Biordan's  Fine' 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  recent 
police  inquiry  at  Cork,  when  the  Court, 
consisting  of  two  district  inspectors, 
imposed  a  fine  of  £5  on  Mr.  J.  F. 
Riordan,  solicitor,  who  objected  to  be 
examined  in  the  case  on  the  ground  that 
anything  that  had  occurred  between  him- 
self and  Constable  Sullivan  had  relation 
to  a  matter  in  which  he  was  professionally 
engaged  and  was  consequently  privileged ; 
whetner  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Riordan's 
action  was  supported  by  two  senior 
leading  members  of  his  profession  who 
were  present  at  the  inquiry;  whether 
such  action  of  the  two  district  inspectors 
is  sanctioned  by  him ;  and  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  constabulary 
authorities  to  levy  the  fine. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  question  put 
to  Mr.  Riordan,  and  which  he  refused 
to  answer,  is  this:  "Do  you  recollect 
Constable  Sullivan  having  called  at  your 
office  at  any  time  1 "  He  admitted  that 
the  constable  was  not  his  client.  He 
was  not  asked  any  question  as  to  whether 
the  constable  had  made  any  com- 
munication to  him,  or  if  so,  what  was  the 
nature  of  that  communication.  The 
Court  of  Inquiry  ordered  Mr.  Riordan 
to  answer,  as  no  question  of  privilege 
arose.  On  his  declining  to  do  so,  the 
Court  imposed  a  fine  as  stated.  In  this 
the  Court  acted  within  its  statutory 
rights,  and  seems  to  have  been  justified  in 
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its  action  by  the  facU.    If  ite  order  is  '■  MTarUne's  Batata, 

illegal,  Mr.  Kiordan  has  Us  remedy.  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E)  I  beg  to  wk 
The  question  of  levying  the  fine  is  under  ,  ^^^  fr^^.^^  Secretary  to  the  LoS  Lieu- 
consideration.  i  ^^^^  ^^  j^i^jj  whether,  in  view  of  the 

\f„    T?Tvxncr   /r>    1     xt  \     iir      »v-    ^*ct    that    the    case    of    Henry   Jama 
Mr.  IXYIS^    (Cork.  N.):   Was  this    jj.p^j^        ^  ^    ^iUiJ  j^^], 

action  of  the  inspector  m  accordance  with    Hepburn,  petitioner,  which  is  a  petition 

for  the  nie  of  the  estate  of  the  owner, 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  answered  S, JJT  T^^d"! in!^  tl  JSTof  S 

.1    ,      _.   ,.,    n      . .         ™,    ,-,         .^  Uourt  in  irelana  since  tne  9tn  oi  Marcn, 

thatpartof  the  Question.    The  Comnuttee  jggi    ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^solute  order  *« 

acted  within  its  statutory  powers,  and  if  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  3^^  so  far  back  as  the  Uth 

the  order  IS  illegal,  Mr.  Hiordan  has  his  ^j  j„„^  jggi^  j^e  wUl  ascertain  on  wkt 

remedy  at  law.  j  grounds  and  by  what  authority  this  esse 

\t^    /TDi? » XT  /o    1.    o  T?  \     T    iL  w*8  transferred  from  the  Land  Judge's 

Mr.  (JEAN  (Cork,  S.E^ :    Is  there  ^^^^  to  the  Court  of  the  Irish  Und 

any  precedent  for  such  an  order  ?  Commission ;   and  whether,    seeing  tbat 

Mr.  J.   F.  X.   O'BRIEN:    Does  the  I  S%i»*'tL^7*^^*l  X« '^^^^ 
.  1 »  V        n     i.1  X  ..V    ■  of  the  present  yearadioumed  the  case 

right  hon.   Gentleman  approve    of  this    tiU  the  next  sittings,  and  that  the  latter 

*    '  °  adjournment  was  decided   upon  behind 

\f  „  -iirwrvxi »  Hit     T..         u  v  .    the  back  of  the  tenants,  who  are  aruricws 

Mr.  WNDHAM  :  It  would  be  most   ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  lands,  and  on  a  day  in 

improperformetoexpresseitherapprovali^hj^h  ^^^^^   ^^"2%  been  listed  for 

rr  aisapprovai.  hearing,  he  will  state  what  explanation, 

\fn   T  T?  V  rk>T>x>Tx'X'^    Tir-11  ..V    £      'if  aiy.  its  oflBcials   connected  with  the 

1^  u    i  K-  ^-  ^^?^;wH    '^  *"'  '  Land  judges  Department   and  the  Land 

be  levied  by  the  pohce  aathonties  ?  Commission     ha^    to    make    for  tk 

Mr.  WYNDHAMt  That,  I  have  said,  ,  '^^Jt'""  ^^'"^  ^^^  **^®°  ^^  " 
is  under  consideration  !     **  matter. 

Bortonport  and  Letterkenny  Bailway.  i  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Mr.  Justice  Boss 
Mr.  MTADDEN:  I  beg  to  ask',!""  "«*  interfered  with  this  wtett^ 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  i  !n*«^<=^  *« ''« '«  P^^'^'^^? '"*«««*®^  f 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  atten-  j  •'•  ^he  matter  was  transferred,  not  to 
tionof  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  has  j  ^^^}S?^  Commission,  but  to  Mr.  Justice 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  on  the  15th  1  Meredith,   sittmg  as  a  Land  Judge  by 

day  of  June  last  over  100  passengers  ;  J'^»«?*  'S^f^  r'^r^^^^ITs^fi 
were  carried  in  open  trucks  ot  timber  ^  Section  23  of  the  Land  I^w  Act,  I8S16. 
wagons  (without  any  protection  on  the ;  ^.""^if"**"/^  **»*'  '^«  estate  would  long 
sidis  of  the  wagons)  on  the  Burtonport. '  «'"?«  *«;«  ^"  «»'«^^'?*  *<>f  .*•»?  "'"on  0 
and  Letterkenn^  Extension  Railwav- by  l  *  J.®!:  »*  the  tenants  in  claumng  ngto 

the  Lough  Swily  Railway  Compan/J  T^'*'*"^^'"*  "'"'T  f^*'*'Jt'''®  ^  T'J 
which  wfrks  the  line,  and  that  on  the  ,  J"  •^"^^'l^^"'^  °^,^^" ''^^.°««°*'f°^ 
same  occasion  passengers  were  carried  in  I  fell  through,  and  all  the  parties  interested 
each  of  the  gilai^s  and  luggage  vans  ;  I  '"1:^?  ^'^^  ^^^  notice  to  dismiss  the 
and,  if  so,  wilt  he  say  what  remedy  the  ,  Pf'^T.,.^°i-  ^^'^  7''A'."^^'°"  ^^ 
Board  of  Works  propSseto  adoptto  compel  j  Meredith  adjourned  to  October. 

the  railway  company  to  provide  proper 

accommodation  for  the  public  under  the        ,,      t%tt  t  m-Kr    -titri.  *  ^.u    _:„i,»c 

terms  of  the  working  agreement.  ^Y«-.  ^^/^LON  :  What  are  the  nght* 

I  exclusively    retained  1     Are    they   the 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  facts  appear  t  gaming  rights  t 
to  be  correctly  stated.      The  BoMxi  of  | 

Works  is  in  correspondence    with  the  |      ,,      ,,r,^^T^TTi»r    t»    ,         1.    l 
company,  with  the  object  of  securing  a  ]      ^R.  ^^  YNDHAM  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
remedy'  against  the    want  of  adequate  1  Gentleman    will    give    notice    of    that 
accommodation  in  future.  I  Question. 
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Iiiab  Assistant  Prison  Matrons- 

MR.O'DOWD(Sligo,S.):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  seeing  that  assistant 
matrons  in  English  prisons  are  in  receipt 
of  higher  salaries  than  those  paid  to 
matrons  employed  in  a  similar  captacity 
in  Ireland,  and  that  the  position  of  the 
former  is  superior  to  that  of  the  latter  in 
regard  to  dietary  arrangements  and 
annual  holidays,  steps  will  be  taken  to 
place  both  classes  on  a  footing  of  equality. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  is  a  matter 
for  Departmental  consideration.  Any 
representations  that  may  be  made  by 
these  officers  in  the  Irish  Service  will  be 
duly  considered  by  the  Prisons  Board. 

South  Sligo  Police. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the 
peaceable  character  of  South  Sligo 
generally,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  having  the  extra  police  at  present 
stationed  in  protection  huts  on  the 
grazing  farms  of  Leitrim  Hill  and 
Achonry  removed  from  those  districts. 

Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  police  on 
duty  at  the  places  named  belong  to  the 
ordinary  force  of  the  county,  for  which 
no  charge  is  locally  made.  The  extra 
force  was  withdrawn  last  month. 

Bostrevor  Demonstration- 

Mr.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  on  what  grounds  it  has  been 
decided  to  permit  a  demonstration  on 
13th  July  at  Rostrevor,  in  the  County 
Down;  whether  any  complaints  have 
been  received  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
population  of  that  district  as  to  the 
proposed  demonstration,  and  what 
reply  has  been  made  to  those  com- 
plaints. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  my  previous  replies  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.):  Has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  received  a 
resolution  from  the  Dundalk  Catholics 


expressing  apprehension  of  the  use  of 
firearms,  and  will  he  take  steps  to 
prevent  it  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  resolution 
has  not  been  brought  to  my  immediate 
notice.    I  will  see  what  can  be  dona 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  received  a  resolution 
from  the  Catholics  of  Rostrevor  on  the 
subject  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  reply  I  have  already  given. 

Lung  Grazing  Lands- ' 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  can  state  how  many  houses  have 
been  built,  and  how  many  -  farms  have 
been  formed  out  of  the  grazing  lands 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lung,  adjacent 
to  the  Dillon  esta  e  i  what  has  been  the 
cost  of  this  transaction ;  what  was  the 
fine  required  from  prospective  tenants ; 
and  how  many  tenants  have  been  put 
into  occupation  of  these  houses  and 
lands. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  This  question  in- 
volves local  inquiry,  and  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  postpone]  it  until 
Wednesday. 

Boyle— Working-Class  Housing  Scheme. 

Mr.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  application  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  from  the  Boyle  Town 
Commissioners  for  a  supplemental  loan 
of  jCSOO  for  the  erection  of  cottages 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts ;  and  if  he  can  explain  the 
delay  in  giving  sanction  for  the  issuing 
of  this  supplemental  loan. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  application 
I  must  be  considered  jointly  with  an 
'  application  for  a  loan  of  £6,050  for  u 
'  water  supply.  The  margin  of  borrowing 

power  may  not   be  sufficient  to  admit 

of  both  loans. 
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Mr.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  aware  that  on  the  election  of 
Dr.  O'Riordan  as  medical  officer  of  the 
Killashee  dispnsary  district  he  under- 
took, inaccordance  with  the  advertisement, 
to  reside  at  Killashee,  and  that  complaints 
have  been  made  that  Dr.  O'Riordan  has 
failed  to  comply  with  that  condition,  and 
continues  to  reside  at  Lanesborough  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  district ;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  will  the  Local  Gk)vemment 
Board  take  in  the  interests  of  the  sick 
poor  to  compel  Dr.  O'Riordan  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  his  original  appoint- 
ment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Dr.  O'Riordan  is 
anxious  to  take  up  his  residence  at 
Killashee  and  is  endeavouring  to  procure 
a  suitable  house  or  lodgings  there.  The 
matter  will  receive  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  have  altered  the  terms  of  the 
appointment  by  sixteen  votes  to  two 
without  notice  given  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  quite  see 
the  relevance  of  that  question. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL,  Mayo,  S.) : 
Has  not  the  parish  priest  of  the  district 
made  strong  representations  1 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  whole  agita- 
tion against  this  doctor  has  been  got  up 
by  a  local  grazier  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Irish  Land  Purchase— Joint  Owners. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  many  estates  in  Ireland 
are  held  jointly  by  several  persons ; 
whether  under  the  existing  provisions 
of  the  Land  Bill  a  small  minority  of  co- 
owners  could  prevent  a  sale  taking 
I^ace;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  inserting  a 
clause  in  the  Bill  with  a  view  to  enable 


'  a  majority  of  owners  in  such  cases  to 
I  carry  out  a  sale  on  the  principle  applied 
to  the  tenants. 

I 

i  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  awan  that 
{ there  are  some  estates  so  circumstanced. 
'  but  I  believe  they  are  few  in  number. 
The  difficulty  might  possibly  be  ade- 
quately met  by  conferring  on  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  powers  to  parti- 
tion such  estates,  somewhat  similar  to 
those  now  enjoyed  by  the  Land  Judge 
under  the  Landed  I^tates  Court  Act. 
The  matter  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Will  there  be  power 
under  the  Land  Act  to  purchase  these 
estates  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes. 

Irish  Ancient  Monuments. 

♦Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  if  he  is  willing  to  introduce 
into  the  Land  Bill  provisions  for  the 
protection  of  ancient  monuments  of 
historical  interest  not  already  vested  in 
any  public  authority. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  1 9th  Section  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1898,  which, 
amongst  other  things,  enables  the  County 
Council  in  addition  to  the  Board  oi 
Works,  at  the  request  of  the  owner,  to 
become  guardians  of  ancient  monuments 
and  to  prosecute  those  who  injure  them. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  thousand  pitie» 
to  hand  them  over  to  small  occupiers,  and 
I  shall  introduce  words  to  safegii»rd 
these  monuments  in  the  national  interest. 

Fair  Tolla. 
Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lore 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
provision  is  made  for  the  sale  of  tolls  of 
fairs  by  landowners  whose  lands  may  be 
sold  under  the  present  Bill ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  insert  a  provision  giving  th« 
local  authority  of  the  district  where 
such  tolls  are  levied  the  right  to  purchase 
same  for  the  benefit  of  the  locality. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Tolls,  such  as  are 
mentioned  in  the  Question^  are  altt^ther 
outside  the  scope  di  the  Land  Bill.  The 
3Ist  Section  of  the  Local  Gh>venunent 


Digitized  by 


\^oogIe 


1409 


Questions. 


{6  July  1903} 


lums. 


1410 


Act  of  1898  enables  an  Urban  District  I 
Council  to  purchase  such  tolls  in  the  i 
most  important  instances.  ' 

Bmiee  Police. 
Mr.    O-SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick,  | 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  ' 
to  the  Trf)ra  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  ' 
will  state  why  extra  police  have  been 
drafted  into  the  village  of  Bruree,  in  the 
county  of  Limerick ;  and  on  whom  will 
the  cost  falL 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Three  constables 
were  sent  to  Bruree  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property.  The  cost 
will  be  paid  from  the  Constabulary  Vote. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  What  was 
the  necessity  for  the  protection  of  life 
and  property  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion on  that  subject.  ' 

CoTuity  Mayo  Piers. 

Mr.     O'KELLY  (Mayo,    N) :    I  beg 
to  ask    the    Chief     Secretary     to    the  | 
Lord    Lieutenant  of    Ireland    if  he  can  | 
state  when  it  is  proposed  to  commence  , 
the  building  of  the  new  piers  at  BelmuUet,  ' 
Mallaranny,  and   Inishlyre,   seeing  that  | 
the  County  Council  of  ^Iayo,  at  its  meet-  i 
ing  on  the   23rd  instant,   accepted  the  ! 
schemes  and  agreed  to  make  the  necessary  ' 
contribution;  and  if  he  will  state  what 
proportion  of  its  unexpended  grants  under 
the  Labourers  Acts  the  county  of  ilayo 
will  be  asked  to  surrender  under  these 
schemes. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Necessary  in- 
quiries are  still  being  made  into  the 
Mallaranny -BelmuUet  scheme,  and  negotia- 
tions are  proceeding  with  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  in 
reference  to  Inishlyre.  As  the  negotia- 
tions are  still  pending  I  regret  I  am  not 
able  to  give  any  further  information  in 
the  matter. 

Irish  Railway  Bates. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  it  costs  as  much  to 
get  an  article  from  Galway  to  Dublin  as 
it  does  to  bring  the  same  from  America  ; 
and,  if  so.  can  he  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  At  the  request  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  I  will  reply  to  this 
and  the  next  Question  on  the  Paper.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  constantly 
investigating  representations  affecting 
railway  transit  and  railway  rates,  and 
if  specific  instances  of  unfair  or  un- 
reasonable charges  by  Irish  carrying 
companies  are  furnished  to  the  Depart- 
ment inquiries  will  forthwith  be  made. 

The  following  was  the  second  Ques- 
tion referred  to. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Irish 
farmer,  particularly  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  is  placed  at  a  disadvantage  with 
respect  to  foreign  competition  on  account 
of  the  charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods 
and  agricultural  products  levied  by  Irish 
railways ;  and  that  the  passenger  fare-^ 
are  nearly  double  those  charged  in 
other  countries ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
intends  taking  steps  in  the  direction  of 
putting  an  end  to  such  charges. 

Law  as  to  Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  O'DOWD:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether,  and,  if  so,  when,  the  Govern 
ment  will  afford  facilities  for  the  intro- 
duction and  passage  through  this  House 
of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland. 

The  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  This  Question  should 
properly  be  addressed  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister,  as 
any  Bill  dealing  with  contempt  of  court 
must  be  general  in  its  application,  and 
not  confined  to  Ireland. 

Valentia  Island  Mails. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
IS  aware  that  inconvenience  is  caused  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Valentia  Island, 
County  Kerry,  by  the  practice  of  retain- 
ing at  Cahiroiveen  letters  which  arrive 
by  the  afternoon  train  ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  short  distance  to  the  ferry,  whether 
arrangements  could  be  made  to  forward 
the  letters  for  distribution  on  the  same 
evening. 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  In- 
quiry is  being  made  on  the  subject,  and 
I  will  send  a  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
aa  ■con  as  it  is  completed. 

Irish  Post  Offices— Emisration  Notices- 

Me.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
state  who  is  responsible  for  having  cards 
encouraging  emigration  exhibited  in  Irish 
post  offices  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
numbers  now  emigrating,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  have  those  caitls  taken  down. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Notices  giving  information  to  intending 
emigrants  to  the  colonies  have  been 
exhibited  at  all  post  offices  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  many  years.  I  see  no 
reason  for  discontinuing  the  practice. 

Eeadne  Post  Office. 

Mh,  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  post  office 
at  Keadue,  County  Roscommon,  is  carried 
on  in  licensed  premises,  and  that  the 
holder  of  the  licence  was  fined  for  selling 
intoxicating  drink  on  Sunday,  19th  May, 
1903  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  consider  whether 
more  suitable  location  can  be  found  for 
the  post  office. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  frequently  impossible  in  Ireland  to  find 
suitable  candidates  for  appointment  as 
sub-postmaster  who  are  unconnected  with 
public  houses,  but  I  will  have  inquiry 
made  as  regards  Keadue. 

Limerick  Post  Office— Learners. 

•  Mr.  JOYCE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether,  in  view  of  the 
efiect  of  the  admission  of  large  numbers 
of  unpaid  learners  to  the  Limerick  Post 
Office,  calculated  upon  the  status  of  the 
service,  the  Department  will  see  its  way 
to  discontinue  the  holding  of  competitive 
examinations  until  the  present  learners 
at  Limerick  have  been  placed  on  the 
establishment. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
class  of  unpaid  learners  at  Limerick  will 
be  abolished  as  soon  as  practicable.  AU 
future  entrants  will  be  employed  in  a 
paid  capacity  and  will  rank  for  appoint- 
ment below  the  present  learners.      In 


I  these  circumstances,  competitions  will  be 
1  held  as  usual  when  required. 

j      Mb.  JOYCE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
I  master-General  how  many  male  learners 
I  and  female  unpaid  learners  are  attached 
{ to  the  postal  and  telegraph  department 
j  in  Limerick ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
I  lack  of  vacancies  for  established  appoint- 
I  ments  at   that  office,  he  will  say  what 
steps  the  Department  propose  to  take  to 
provide  for  such  learners  within  a  reason- 
able time. 

Mr.  AUSl'EN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
number  of  male  learners  at  Limerick  is, 
at  present,  nine,  of  whom  five  are  in 
receipt  of  pay,  and  of  female  unpaid 
learners  there  are  three.  During  the 
last  nineteen  months  the  number  placed 
on  the  establishment — viz.,  four  male  and 
four  female  learners,  is,  I  think  satiB- 
lactorv,  and  two  more  female  leamere 
will  shortly  receive  established  appoint- 
ments. In  these  circumstances  1  hope 
all  the  learners  will  be  provided  for  within 
a  reasonable  time. 

Bailway  Crossings  in  County  Eeny. 

Mr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  delays  occasioned  by  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company 
and  their  officials  to  the  people  at  the 
railway  crossings  at  Cahirciveen  and 
Kells,  County  Kerry ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  representations  on  this  sub- 
ject that  have  oeen  frequently  made  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  bjr  the  Cahirciveen 
Rural  District  Covmcil,  and  that  the 
medical  officer  of  the  district  has  bea> 
kept  waiting  for  periods,  amounting  in 
some  cases  to  thirty  minutes,  when  going 
on  sick  calls,  steps  will  be  taken  to  com- 
pel the  railway  company  to  carry  out 
shunting  operations  at  these  two  points 
without  causing  inconvenience  to  the 
puUic. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars):  A 
general  complaint  of  the  delay  to  road 
traffic  at  these  crossings  has  been  wade 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Rural 
District  Council.  The  railway  company 
state  no  unnecessary  delay  is  caused  » 
the  public  using  the  roads,  and  the  Boaro 
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have  infonned  the  Council  that  if  specific 
instances  of  the  delays  complained  of  are 
given  they  will  take  whatever  further 
steps  are  possible. 

Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Bailway- 

Dr.  THOMPSON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  his  attention  has  been  frequently 
called  to  the  irregularities  and  breach 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  regulations 
by  the  Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company,  and  to  the  fact  that 
notwithstanding  official  promises  no  action 
has  been  taken,  he  will,  in  view  of  the 
dissatisfaction  with  the  management  and 
control  of  this  Railway  Company,  take 
immediate  steps  to  enforce  the  regulations 
of  bis  Department. 

Mr.  BONAK  LAW:  The  Railway 
Company  have  explained  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
increase  in  the  traffic  and  in  the  number 
of  trains  required  since  the  opening  of 
the  Camdonagh  and  Burtonport  Exten- 
sions, the  number  of  goods  Drake  vans 
has  been  found  to  be  insufficient.  They 
have,  however,  arranged  for  the  provision 
of  additional  vans,  and  the  brake  gear  has 
all  been  received  and  is  being  fitted.  The 
Company  promise  that  no  time  shall  be 
lost  in  providing  the  equiument  necessary 
to  make  compnance  with  the  Board  of 
Trade's  Order  under  the  Regulation  of 
Railways  Act,  1889. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if, 
during  the  process  of  inquiry  into  the 
question  of  preferential  tariffs  and  re- 
taliatory duties,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  furnish  a  full  account  of  the 
total  cost  of  Imperial  Defence,  including 
India ;  and  also  the  cost  of  the  Consular 
and  Diplomatic  Service,  showing  the  cost 
to  the  mother  country,  to  India,  and  to 
the  different  Crown  and  self-governing 
colonies,  of  Defence  and  of  Consular  and 
Diplomatic  Services. 

Thb  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  K) :  I  do  not 
see  very  clearly  what  connection  there  is 
between  the  information  asked  for  in  the 


inquiry  and  preferential  tariffs,  and  I 
learn  there  would  be  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  preparing  the  Return  of  the  kind 
desired;  but  the  hon.  Grentleman  will 
find  a  good  deal  of  information  on  the 
subject  on  pages  42  and  43  of  the  Blue- 
book  which  gives  an  account  of  the  Con- 
ference between  the  Colonial  Premiers 
and  the  representatives  of  His  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mb.  CATHCART  WASON :  We  want 
the  information  fron  the  Oovemment. 

Mb.  a  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Blucbook 
is  published  under  authority. 

Bednetion  of  Armamenti. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment adheres  to  Lord  Salisbury's 
despatch  of  14tb  Februaryi  1899,  to  Sir 
C.  Scott,  accepting  the  Russian  proposal 
for  a  conference  to  discuss  the  best 
methods  of  bringing  about  the  diminu- 
tion of  armaments  by  land  and  sea; 
whether  the  Government  has  taken 
into  consideration  the  Resolution  of  the 
FirstCommissionoftheHagueConferenco 
recording  its  opinion  that  a  further 
examination  of  the  question  by  the 
Powers  would  prove  a  great  benefit  to 
humanity;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  increased  expenditure  on  naval 
armaments  since  the  date  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  despatch,  the  Grovernment 
will  take  the  initiative  of  inviting  the 
Powers  to  make  another  attempt  to  deal 
with  this  question  by  conference  or 
otherwisa 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  altered  their 
views  on  this  subject,  and  if  any  of  the 
Great  Powers  of  Europe  will  take  any 
initiative  steps  in  the  matter  we  shall  be 
very  glad  to  join  them  ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
British  Fleet,  alone  amongst  the  fleets  of 
the  world,  or  almost  alone,  is  mainly  of  a 
defensive  character,  and  that  the  other 
fleets  of  the  world  cannot  claim  to  have 
that  character.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  think  the  initiative  should 
come  from  others. 
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Presideiit  Lonbet't  Visit. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire.  South 
Molton):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  j 
the  Treasury  if  any  arrangement  can  be  | 
made  to  enable  Members  of  the  House  | 
of  Commons  to  shovr  their  appreciation  | 
of  President  Loubet's  visit  and  the  | 
friendly  feeling  animating  a  neighbour- 1 
ing  nation.  ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  | 
quite  know  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  in  view  when  he  talks  of  some  I 
method  of  showing  our  appreciation  of  I 
President  Loubet's  visit.  Perhaps  it  I 
would  be  by  a  R«solution  of  this  House.  | 

Mb.  LAMBERT:  No.  no.  , 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  the  | 
only  mark  of  the  sentiment  of  this  j 
House  which  I  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  us  to  give;  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  if  a  Resolution  of 
congratulation  was  proposed  in  this 
House  it  would  be  unanimously  carried, 
and,  indeed,  enthusiastically  received  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  and  in  every 
quarter  of  the  House.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  remember  that  we  have 
to  be  very  careful  about  starting  new 
precedents,  especially  new  precedents 
having  anything  in  them  of  a  cere- 
monial character.  If  it  is  done  in  the 
case  of  President  Loubet,  it  could  never 
be  refused  in  the  case  of  any  subsequent 
visit  of  the  representative  of  a  great 
Power  to  this  country  without  an  im- 
plied slight ;  and  such  a  visit  might  be 
paid  under  circumstances  in  which, 
while  the  great  majority  of  the  House 
would  no  doubt  desire  to  show  their 
appreciation,  a  section  of  the  House 
perhaps  might  use  their  right  of  debate 
to  express  sentiments  which  would 
certainly  not  conduce  to  international 
harmony.  Under  these  circumstances, 
much  as  I  sympathise  with  the  object  of 
the  hon.  Member,  I  thiak  it  woukl  be 
unfortunate  if  we  were  to  endeavour  to 
establish  a  new  precedent  on  this  occa- 
«ion. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  <Lynn  Regis) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  aware 
that  under  the  present  Ri^  it  is  im- 
ftossible  for  any  private  Member  to 
:sugge6tfiuch  a  Resolution  as  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  refers  to.  and  that  the 
only  method  is  by  the  action  of  the 
Government  % 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  Government 
to  propose  such  a  Resolution,  and  if  it 
were  proposed  I  am  quite  certain  it 
would  be  universally  accepted.  What  I 
endeavoured  to  point  out  to  the  House 
was  that,  however  happy  such  a  pro- 
ceeding might  be  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, I  can  easily  imagine  circum- 
stances under  which  it  would  not  be 
unanimously  accepted. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  facilities  will 
be  given  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
join  in  the  reception  of  President  Loubet' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  how  that  can  be  done — President 
Loubet  arrives  at  Victoria  in  an  hour 
and  a  half — unless  we  adjourn  to  the 
station  to  meet  him. 

Taxation  of  Food  Imports- 
Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  btg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  the 
Cabinet  inquiry  on  fiscal  policy  hts 
reached  a  stage  sufficiently  definite  to 
enable  the  Grovernment  to  say  if  they 
intend  to  propose  a  tax  on  food  import& 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
that  I  have  no  information  to  give  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  subject. 

Irish  Land  Bill. 
*  Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
n^iouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  nature  and  importance  of  the  Irish 
Land  Bill,  he  can  give  an  assurance  that 
a  sufficient  interval  will  be  allowed  to 
elapse  between  the  conclusion  of  the 
Committee  and  the  commencement  of 
the  Report  stages  of  the  Bill;  and 
whether  he  can  indicate  what  number 
of  days  interval  he  proposes  to  allow. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  1 
cannot  give  any  precise  estimate  as  to 
the  number  of  days  that  will  elapse 
between  the  two  stages,  but  in  view  of 
the  amount  of  business  in  hand  it  will 
be  substantial. 
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The  ninefls  of  the  Pope- 
Ma.  WILLUM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
maa  whether  there  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Foreign  Office  any  information, 
other  than  that  in  the  Press,  as  to  the 
health  of  his  Holiness  the  Pope. 

# 

LoedCRANBORNE:  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that,  though  we  all  share  in  the 
profound  regret  at  the  serious  illness  of 
his  Holiness,  I  have  no  information  to 
give  to  the  House. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  the  business  will  be 
on  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
will  terminate  to-morrow  (Tuesday).  In 
that  event  I  shall  take  the  South 
African  Loans  Bill  on  Wednesday.  On 
Thursday  the  Supply  will  be  the  Educa- 
tion Vote,  and  on  Friday  I  propose  to 
take  the  Naval  Works  Loans  Bill. 

Mb.  LODGH  (Islington,  W.:  When 
will  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  be  taken, 
and  will  any  information  be  distributed 
as  to  the  doings  of  the  secret  Com- 
mission in  Brussels. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  the 
hon.  Gentleman  cidls  "  the  secret  doings," 
I  think  I  have  explained  all  about 
They  are  not  secret  at  alL  They  are 
simply  the  doings  of  a  Commission  whose 
reports  are,  from  the  nature  of  the  Con- 
vention, not  to  be  secret  at  all,  but  are 
to  come  to  us  through  the  Belgian 
Government.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  any  information  relative  to  the 
Bill  which  can  with  advantage  be 
circulated,  but  I  will  inquire.  I  cannot 
give  the  precise  date  when  the  Bill  will 
be  taken. 
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New  Writ  for  the  county  of  Durham 
(Barnard  Castle  Division),  in  the  room 
of  Sir  Joeeph  Whitwell  Pease,  Baronet, 
deceased. — {Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone.) 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sekiks.] 


PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  TO  CHIL- 
DREN (AMENDMENT)  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Bead  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  264.] 


NEW  BILL. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Municipal  .Corpora- 
tions Act,  1882,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Cripps;  supported  by  Sir  John  Gorst 
and  Mr.  Bousfield;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  265.] 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee* 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  43  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  29,  to  leave  ont  from  the 
word  '  estate,'  to  end  of  line  30,  and  insert  the 
words  'agreed  to  be  sold  within  five  years 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  bonus 
of  fifteen  per  oentum  of  the  amount  of  the 
purchase  money  of  said  estate,  such  boBoa 
to  be  paid  upon  the  completion  of  the  sale.' " — 
(Mr.  John  Hedmond.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  pronosed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause.' " 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  County,  N.)  said 
that  when  the  proceedings  on  the  BiU 
were  interrupted  last  week  they  had 
had  some  discussion  with  regard  to 
the  desirability  of  imposing  a  limit  of 
time,  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  in 
his  opinion  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  held 
the  field.  He  did  not  suppose  his  hon. 
friend  desired  that  the  point  should 
be  discussed  at  any  length,  but 
unquestionably  it  was  a  matter  of  enor- 
mous importance  to  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Some  limit  of  a  reasonable 
character  ought  certainly  to  be  placed 
in  the  Act  because  it  would  indirectly 
induce  a  certain  number  of  landlords  to 
sell,  who  otherwise  might  be  inclined  to 
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hold  out  for  some  change  in  the 
condition  of  things,  or  for  some 
imaginary  increased  advantages.  This 
limit  was  desirable  if  the  Act  was  to  be 
successfully  worked  during  the  present 
generation.  No  doubt  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  landlords  would  be 
induced  to  sell  under  the  Bill,  but  they 
were  apprehensive  that  a  certain  section, 
who  would  never  learn  anything  from 
past  experience  or  from  the  lessons  of 
legislation  or  agitation,  would  hold  out 
under  some  delusion  that  they  would 
get  better  terms  for  themselves  or  advan- 
tage their  class.  That  would  create  a 
feeling  of  irritation  in  the  minds  of  the 
tenants  who  would  thereby  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit's  of  the  Act  which 
other  tenants  all  around  them  were 
enjoying.  Could  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  see  his  way  to  acceding  to 
the  insertion  of  some  limit,  of  which  he 
was  sure  all  the  tenants,  as  well  as  a 
large  proportion  of  the  landlords,  were 
in  favour. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
asked  if  the  Chief  Secretary  was  in  a 
position  to  add  anything  to  his  previous 
statement.  He  fully  recognised  there 
was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  prolonging 
the  debate. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  the 
Government  still  occupied  the  position  he 
took  up  the  other  night.  He  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  with  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  many  points  of  the  Bill,  and 
his  right  hon.  friend  was  still  of  the 
opinion  he  was  last  week — viz.,  that 
however  small,  on  the  merits,  might  be 
the  danger  of  a  time  limit,  that  was  a 
responsibility  which  they  could  not  under- 
take. It  should  be  remembered  that 
some  tens  of  thousands  of  persons  might 
come  to  register  their  names,  but  that 
might  not  give  suflScient  ground  for 
believing  that  the  loans  would  be  de- 
manded. On  the  other  hand,  the  money 
raarket  was  so  sensitive  at  these  times  in 
contemplating  the  possibility  of  that 
danger,  that  they  ought  not  to  run  the 
risk  of  frightening  the  market.  The 
Government  were  responsible  for  financ- 
ing this  Bill,  and  they  held  that  the 
l)lame  for  any  such  lamentable  occur- 
rence would  fall  upon  them.    They  quite 
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understood  the  arguments  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  but  from  the  financial 
point  of  view  they  were  siu*  they  were 
doing  their  duty  in  remaining  firm  in  this 
matter.  Supposing  there  was  an  alarm, 
as  there  might  be,  m  consequence  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  persons  registering  their 
names,  what  would  happen  1  The  new 
stock  would  be  issued  at  a  serious  dis- 
count, and  the  loss  would  fall  on  the  Irish 
Development  Grant,  and  therefore  on 
the  Irish  peasant  proprietors.  It  followed 
that  Ireland  herself  was  interested  in  see 
ing  that  the  finances  of  this  Bill  com- 
mended themselves  to  those  who  were 
best  capable  of  giving  an  opinion  on 
financial  matters.  The  position  of  tbe 
Government  was  that,  while  they  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  they  favoured  an  all 
round  distribution  of  a  bonus  of  12  per 
cent.,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  Bill  in 
respect  to  finance  intact.  That  view  had 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  the 
Government;  and  although  he  admitted 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  were  entitled 
to  express  their  views,  he  could  hold  out 
no  hope  that  the  Amendment  could  be 
accepted. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  saidh» 
quite  saw  that  there  were  financial  objec- 
tions which  induced  the  Grovernment  to 
take  up  the  position  they  had  done: 
but  might  he  observe  that  there  could 
hardly  he  the  same  objection  to  giving 
power  to  the  Treasury  to  fix  a  limit  at 
some  future  date  1  He  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  provide — 

"  That  if  at  ainr  time  within  three  yean 
after  the  paaoing  oi  thia  Act  the  TreMiuydeeo 
it  expedient  to  limit  a  time  after  which  sncb 
percentage  shall  not  be  payable,  or  to  prescribe 
a  reduced  peroentAge,  it  ahall  be  lawful  '^ 
the  Treasury,  and  in  its  discretion,  to  appoint 
a  day  not  later  than  the  Ut  day  of  Jannaiy. 
1910,  as  tbe  last  day  upon  whieh  application 
under  the  first  section  of  this  Act  may  1* 
made,  or  to  declare  and  preacribe  as  to  sub«e 
quent  applications  a  different  and  lower  soak 
than  that  in  said  First  Schedule  raentiooed." 

It  seemed  to  him  that,  however  great 
might  be  the  objection  to  the  time  limit 
n  )w,  it  was  a  wholly]different  question  to 
say  whether  in  the  years  to  come  the 
Treasury  might  not  take  it  upon  tbein- 
selves  to  fix  a  limit.  But,  of  course,  it 
the  Government  were  determined  in  tms 
matter  not  to  accept  this  Amendment  in 
any  shape  or  form  he  would  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  by  moving  it. 
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Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  ques- 
tion was  that  they  were  not  dealing  with 
ascertained  facts,  but  with  the  impression 
which  their  proceedings  might  create  in 
the  minda  of  financiers,  and  on  that  score 
objection  might  also  be  taken  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  As  he  had  said,  the  money 
market  was  very  sensitive,  and  they  were 
bound  to  err  on  the  side  of  caution. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would  not 
move  his  Amendment ;  but  was  it  not 
rather  unfair  that  those  landlords  who 
held  out,  on  the  policy  of  the  "  dog  in  the 
manger,"  should  get  the  benefit  ?  He 
thought  that  the  landlords  who  came  in 
immediately  were  entitled  to  something 
more  than  those  who  wanted  to  squeeze 
the  last  drop  out  of  their  tenants. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
fio  further  than  he  had  already  stated. 
Under  Clause  43  as  it  stood  the  Treasury 
had  power  to  revise  the  rates.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  those  landlords  who 
came  in  now  should  do  better  than  those 
who  came  in  later. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that, 
although  he  and  his  friends  held  very 
strong  views  on  this  matter,  it  was 
manifest,  after  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  he 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  said 
he  had  an  Amendent  on  the  Paper  to 
leave  out,  in  line  29,  first  sub-section  of 
Clause  43  the  word  "percentage,"  and  to 
insert  "sum."  The  Amendment  had 
reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  bonus, 
but  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
this  could  be  better  discussed  on  the 
schedule  he  would  withdraw  it  now, 
reserving  his  right  to  move  it  on  the 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
not  to  settle  this  question  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  bonus  until  they  reached 
the  schedule,  although  he  thought  it 
could  be  settled  now. 


Mr.  DHJ^ON  (Mayo,  K)  said  he  would 
rather  have  it  settled  on  the  schedule. 

^'Mr.  O'DOHERTY  asked  if  he  was  to 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
stating  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  give  a  12  per  cent,  bonus 
all  round  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  in  order 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
the  matter  he  might  say  that  it  would 
carry  out  the  views  of  the  Government 
if  he  accepted  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  to  leave 
out  from  "  percentage  "  and  insert  "  of 
12  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the 
purchase  money  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act."  But  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  that  they 
should  wait  for  discussion  on  the  point 
till  the  schedule  was  reached. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim.  S.)  said  he 
wished  to  know  the  effect  of  the  words 
in  Sub-fection  4,  which  provided  that  - 
the  section  should  not  apply  to  any 
estate  sold  by  the  Land  Judge ;  where 
either  a  Receiver  had  been  appointed 
over  the  estate,  or  the  estate  was  so 
circumstanced  that  it  would,  inde- 
pendently of  the  Act  of  1896,  be  sold 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  as  to 
price.  Take  the  case  of  the  King 
Harman  Estate  which,  owing  to  the 
terms  of  the  will  of  Mr.  King  Harman, 
a  former  Member  of  the  House, 
was  now  in  Chancery,  and  would 
not  be  available  for  the  next  eight 
years.  Did  these  words  in  the  sub- 
section mean  that  that  estate  could  be 
withdrawn  out  of  Ghancery  so  as  to 
escape  the  effect  of  this  Act  altogether  1 
If  so  that  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter  for  the  tenants. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  22,  line  42,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'either'  to  the  end  of  the  line." — {Mr. 
TuUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  where  a 
Chancery  order  for  sale  had  been 
obtained  it  might  have  been  possible  t  o 
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demand  a  bonus  from  the  general 
taxpayer.  The  object  of  the  bonus  was 
to  induce  a  sale  which  otherwise  would 
not  take  place.  Therefore,  they 
began  with  that.  But  it  might  be  said 
that  there  were  estates  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  which  were  not  really 
going  to  be  sold.  His  answer  to  that 
was  that  if  that  were  true,  and  they 
came  out  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court, 
they  could  then  be  sold  with  the  bonus. 
However,  before  the  Report  stage,  he 
would  consider  the  case  of  a  minor  or  a 
lunatic  whose  estate  was  in  Chancery 
and  see  whether  some  arrangement 
could  be  come  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  some 
thing  was  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
these  estates  being  discharged  once  the 
order  for  sale  had  been  made.  Mr. 
Justice  Koas  had  refused  to  sell  these 
estates  because  a  sufficiently  good  price 
could  not  be  obtained  for  them,  and 
they  could  not  take  the  bonus  but  would 
be  held  up  for  twelve  years  to  come. 
It  seemed  to  him  some  words  were 
necessary  to  prevent  these  estates 
being  discharged  from  Chancery. 
When  an.  absolute  order  for  sale  had 
been  made  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
it  should  not  be  lawful  to  discharge 
these  estates. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  who  was  almost  inaudible 
in  the  gallery,  was  understood  to 
say:  With  regard  to  the  first  point 
raised  it  might  be  necessary  to  make 
some  small  verbal  alterations  to  allow 
for  a  receiver  who  had  been  discharged. 
With  regard  to  the  point  raised  in  respect 
of  minors  and  lunatics,  no  difficulty 
would  arise  in  that  case  because  the 
Court  had  control  in  those  matters,  and 
nothing  could  be  done  without  the 
consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  those 
under  him  who  had  control  of  the 
estate. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  case  was 
rather  graver  than  the  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  think.  He  knew  a  case  where 
that  question  came  in.theowner,  a  widow 
lady,  quite  against  the  interests  of  the 
tenants,  had  stated  that  if  a  little  more 
time  were  given  she  could  bring  in  the 
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mortgage  money.  The  Judge  stated 
thatu  she  did  not  bring  the  money  in  he 
would  commit  her  for  contempt.  She 
had  not  brought  in  the  money  and  she 
was  still  permitted  to  prevent  tenants 
from  obtaining  their  holdings.  When- 
ever an  absolute  order  for  sale  was  made 
the  Judge  ought  to  insist  on  the  rigidity 
of  the  order  and  sell  the  estate  out  of 
Court.  If  there  was  no  intention  to  sell 
these  estates  then  the  taxpayer  ought 
not  be  compelled  to  maintain  a  Judge 
at  £3,500  a  year  for  that  purpose.  A 
gross  abuse  had  grown  up  with  regard 
to  this. 

♦Mr.  butcher  (York)  said  hewu 
glad  to  hear  that  a  modification  of  the 
rigour  of  this  clause  was  to  be  allowed, 
and  that  some  estates  which  originallj 
were  not  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  bonus 
were  now  to  get  that  benefit.  He  would 
lite  it  modified  in  those  cases  when 
the  estate  was  solvent  and  a  receiver 
was  appointed  mainly  for  the  purposes 
of  administration.  As  he  understood  it 
under  this  clause,  a  case  of  that  kind 
would  be  entirely  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  bonus  because  it  would 
be  an  estate  sold  by  the  Land  Court» 
of  which  a  receiver  had  been  appointed. 
Would  it  be  open  to  the  parties  U^ 
discharge  the  receiver  in  a  case  of  tbit 
kind  and  tak<«  the  case  out  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  and  sell  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  might  be 
necessary  to  introduce  some  verbal 
alterations  to  carry  out  the  hon. 
Gentlemen's  proposal,  because  it  was  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  that  » 
case  in  which  the  Court  had 
appointed  a  receiver  for  the  purposes  of 
mere  administration  should  not  be 
considered  to  be  in  the  Court  at  aU.    jj 

*Mr.  butcher  asked  whether  it 
would  be  possiUe  to  discharge  the 
receiver  and  take  such  an  estate  out  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver  in  the  Landed  Estates 
Court  was  merely  for  accelerating 
sale,  and  in  order  to  get  such  a  receiver 
appointed  it  was  necessary  to  petition  for 
sale  purely  and  simply.  If  such  » 
petition  was  not  bond  fide  then  it  most 
be  withdrawn. 
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Mb.  TULLY  begged  leave  to  with- 
•draw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  sharps  (Kensington,  N.)  said 
^ere  was  a  very  strong  feeling  that 
SubHseotion  4  woidd  press  very  hanily  on 
4ill  parties  and  that  it  should  be  with- 
•drawn.     He  therefore  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  22,  line  41,  to  leave  out  mib- 
■Section*.''— (itfr.  Sharpe.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
-4  stand  part  of  the  clause  " 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought  the 
desire  of  hia  hon.  friend  would  be  met  by 
an  Amendment  which  he  proposed  to 
.move  later,  and  therefore  he  hoped  his 
lion,  friend  would  not  persist  in  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  43,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

«Clau8e  44  agreed  to. 

*Clause  45. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  he 
apprehended  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  accepting  the 
Amendment  he  now  proposed  to  move,  as 
it  carried  out  the  policy  and  object  of 
Jtht>  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In page  23,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
-'Ko  stamp  duty  or  fee  fund  shall  be  charged 
•ou  any  searches  directed  by  the  Land  Com- 
juission  or  Land  Judge  in  the  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Regiftry  of  Titles,  or  Registry  of 
-JudgnientB.'  " — {Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  object  of 
*ht  Amendment  seemed  to  be  to  prevent 
«tamp  duty  being  charged  for  searches. 
Olaiise  22  already  provided  that  searches 
should  be  made  without  charge,  and  he 
iield  that  Xhat  included  stamp  duty  or 
iee  fund,  and  that  clause  represented 
the  bargain  the  Committee  had  come  to. 
He  coiud  Jaot  extend  it  any  further. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  said  the 
grievance  his  Amendment  was  designed 
to  meet  was  a  very  serious  one.  It  was 
a  grievance  which  was  unintentionally  in- 
flicted in  all  the  Acts  that  had  been 
passed.  It  had  never  been  called 
attention  to  in  any  of  these  debates,  and 
he  therefore  considered  he  was  right  in 
referring  to  it.  Taking  the  case  of  a 
farmer  who  rented  a  farm  at  £125,  the 
moment  he  had  purchased  it  under  the 
Purchase  Acts  at  a  price  which  repre- 
sented a  purchase  annuity  of,  say,  £100, 
if  he  put  it  up  for  sale  and  sold,  the 
person  who  bought  had  to  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  stamp  duty  on  the  actual  price,  a 
sum  of  £15  for  stamp  duty  on  the 
redemption  value  of  the  amiuity.  Each 
£100  of  annuity  represented  over  £15 
for  stamp  duty  in  case  of  a  transfer.  If  a 
landlord  transferred  his  mortgage  he  had 
to  pay,  not  10s.  per  cent.,  but  6d.  per 
cent. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  23,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words 'and  stamp  duty  shall  be  payable  on 
any  conveyance  or  transfer  of  land  purchased 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  or  Part  II.  of 
this  Act,  only  in  respect  of  the  amount  or 
value  of  the  consideration  for  such  conveyance 
or  transfer,  and  exclusive  of  the  redemption 
value  of  the  annuity  payable  to  the  Land 
Commission.'" — {Mr.  CrShee.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  in  this  matter 
the  Government  had  a  great  engine  of 
oppression  at  their  disposal  j  no  lawyer 
would  advise  his  client  to  fight.  While  the 
Government  might  say  the  law  did  not 
require  alteration  it  was  evident  that  in 
practice  it  did.  If  he  had  a  farm  under 
the  landlord  and  tenant  system  and  he 
sold  it  at  £500,  stamp  duty  would  be  paid 
on  £500;  but  on  the  day  after  it  was 
sold  the  stamp  duty  would  be  on  £3000. 
No  doubt  there  was  necessity  to  prevent 
fraud,  but  subject  to  that  necessity  some 
such  Amendment  as  this  should  be 
accepted. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  did  not  think 
the  Amendment  was  necessary.  The 
stamp  duty  would  only  be  paid  on  the 
real  sum  paid  provided  it  was  a  bond  fide 


Mr.  O'DOHERTY  said  the  wording  of 
the  Bill  was  vague  and  this  Amendment 
was  designed  to  make  it  clear. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would 
consider  what  had  been  said  as  to  ttus 
practic  having  grown  up  and  whether 
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these  words  required  altering. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  45  agreed  to. 

Clause  46. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  desired  to 
insert  words  to  relieve  a  trustee  who  was 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust.  The  words 
he  moved  followed  very  closely  the 
words  embodied  in  the  ^Aglish  Judicial 
Trustee  Act  of  1893.  That  Act,  curiously 
enough,  was  not  made  to  apply  to  Ire- 
land. He  failed  to  see  why  an  Irish 
trustee  should  be  harder  hit  than  any 
other,  and  therefore  he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  23,  after  line  29,  to  insert  the  words 
*  (4)  In  the  case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation 
to  any  lands  sold  in  the  High  Court,  or  under 
the  Land  Pnrehase  Acts,  or  any  charses  there- 
on, or  any  moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it 
appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee  is,  or  may 
be,  personally  liable  for  any  breach  of  trust, 
whether  the  transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach 
of  trust,  occurred  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reason- 
ably, and  ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the 
breach  of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to  obtain  the 
directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which 
he  committed  such  breach,  then  the  Court 
may  relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or  partly, 
from  personal  liability  for  the  same.' " — {ifr. 
Butener.) 


Question  propo^, ' 
be  there  inserted." 


That  those  words 


on,  or  any  moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it 
appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee  is,  or  nay 
be,  personally  liable  for  any  breach  of  inist.'' 


The  dause  was  m«rely  confined  to  eases 
of  sales  arising  out  of  land  in  Ireland, 
and  his  proposal  would  give  the  trustee 
the  same  protection  in  case  there  was  a 
breach  of  trust,  as  was  at  jneaent  the 
case  in  England. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon. 
Member's  proposal  relates  simply  to  th» 
investment  of  money,  where  a  trustee 
has  invested  money  where  he  had  no 
power,  then  I  think  his  Amendment  is  iu 
order,  but  if  it  relates  to  other  matten, 
then  it  is  not  in  order  upon  this  clause 


Mr.  BUTCHER: 
on  Report. 


Then  I  will  move  it 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said,  as  he  under- 
stood, the  position  of  a  trustee  guilty  of 
such  act  was  provided  for  in  the  clause 
if  the  breach  of  trust  was  committed 
after  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  but  it  could 
not  be  dealt  with  if  committed  before. 
He  thought  the  fears  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  in  regard  to  the 
trustee  who  honestly  made  a  mistake 
were  quite  groundless.  [Cries  of  "No, 
no!"J 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  could  not! 
agree  with  what  the  Attorney-General : 
bad  stated.     His  Amendment  read — 

"In  the  case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation  ' 
to  any  lands  sold  in  the  High  Court,  or  under 
the  liand  Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charges  there-  ' 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  when  the 
Act  of  1893,  dealing  with  this  subject, 
was  before  the  House,  he  called  atten- 
tion to  the  desirability  of  aj^lying  the 
Aet  to  Ireland,  but  Parliament  did  not 
do  so.  Now  they  were  creating  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act  alone  a  public 
trustee,  and  it  was  most  desirable  that 
he  should  act  as  a  trustee  generally.  The 
Act  of  1893  had  worked  well  in  England, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  a  similar  pro- 
vision should  be  extended  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  DILLON  reminded  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth  that  tbt 
Trustees  Bill  was  extended  to  Ireland 
upon  the  Motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
but  that  provision  was  knocked  out 
when  the  Bill  came  back  to  the  C<Hn- 
mons.  What  the  Chief  Secretary  ought 
to  do  was  to  extend  to  trustees  in 
Ireland  the  same  protection  and  .relief 
which  they  had  got  under  the  Act  in 
England.  1 

*Thk  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  this 
matter  is  relevant  to  this  clause.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  bring  it  up  as  a  new 
clause  it  will  be  further  considered. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Clause  46  agreed  to. 
Clause  47. 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  proposed  an  Amend> 
ment  to  insert  the  words,   "and  the 
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President  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  of  Ireland" 
I  [e  understood  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
intimate  that  he  would  bring  in  a  clause 
which  would  indude  the  Prendent  of 
the  Incorporated  Law  Sodety  of  Ireland. 
He  understood  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
have  given  a  modified  adhesion  to  his 
former  Amendment  upon  this  point, 
and  to  have  promised  to  include  the  Presi- 
dent when  he  came  to  put  forward  the 
general  section  about  rule  makii^. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  24,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  Com- 
mia»ion,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  Presi- 
dent, for  the  time  being,  of  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society  of  Ireland,  and.' " — (Mr.  Hemp- 
hUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  " 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  anxious 
that  no  words  of  his  should  be  mis- 
understood. AH  he  promised  upon  a 
former  occasion  was  to  consider  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  discriminate  in 
this  matter  and  bring  in  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society  of  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
had  asked  him  to  insert  the  words — 

"And  the  President  for  the  time  being  of 
tlie  Incorporated  Law  Society  of  Ireland." 

He  had  no  doubt  that  the  rule  making 
authority  would  consult  the  Law  Society, 
but  he  did  not  think  they  should  lay  a 
statutory  obligation  upon  them  to  do 
so.  In  drawing  up  the  rules  it  would 
not  be  neces-ary  to  bring  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of 
1  reland. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  this  Amend- 
ment bad  been  suggested  to  him  by  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  after  very 
serious  deliberation  on  their  part  and 
after  full  consideration.  The  Land  Com- 
mission consisted  of  men  who  were,  more 
or  less,  lay  people.  [Cries  of  "  No,  no!"] 
He  thought  the  experience  of  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society,  speaking  through 
its  President,  would  be  of  enormous  public 
advantage.  On  that  ground  alone  he 
thought  his  Amendment  was  reasonable. 
Of  course,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  up  his  mind  to  the  contrary, 
there  was  no  need  for  him  to  take  up 
further  time  arguing  the  point. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that,  unless 
they  had  the  support  of  the  general  body 
of  landlords'  solicitors  in  Ireland  this  Act 
would  not  work  with  the  same  smoothness. 
They  would  be  consulted  in  every  case 
by  the  landlords.  They  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  landlords'  deeds,  and  from  the 
tenants'  point  of  view  it  was  desirable  to 
recognise  this  very  powerful  body. 
They  had  the  landlords  m  the  hollow  of 
their  hands,  and  to  that  extent  they  had 
abo  the  tenants  in  their  power.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  good  policy  for  the 
Government  to  resist  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.) 
thought  that  when  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society  made  a  suggestion  of  this 
kind  the  Chief  Secretary  ought  to 
accept  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withrawn. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  moved  to 
insert  after  "  sale "  the  words  "  such 
rules  shall  be  made  by  a  major- 
ity, of  whom  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner shall  be  one."  He  said  it  was 
very  important  that  these  rules  should 
be  so  framed  as  to  inspire  the  confidence 
of  all  whom  they  concerned.  The 
reasons  for  the  Amendment  were  so 
obvious  that  it  was  unnecessary  that  he 
should  detain  the  Committee  by  going 
into  them.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pase  24,  line  43,  after  the  word  'sale ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  such  rules  shall  be  made 
by  a  majoritv,  of  whom  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner shall  be  one.' " — {Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  object  of 
the  hon.  Member  was  already  met  by  the 
Act  of  1891,  which. would  have  to  ha 
read  with  the  present  measure. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  very 
desirable  that  some  assurance  should  be 
given  that  the  Trustee  Act  of  1893  would 
be  applied  in  some  way. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  the  matter 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  separate  Bill, 
and  he  would  consider  the  possibility  of 
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introducing  such  a  measure.  Clauses  46 
and  47  had  been  settled  after  prolonged 
consideration,  in  which  he  had  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
and  he  could  not  attempt  to  engraft  on 
to  this  Land  Bill  a  general  Amendment 
of  the  Trustee  Acts  in  Ireland. 

Clause  47  agreed  to. 

Clause  48. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  25,  line  1,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'in  to  the  fiwt  word  'the'  in  line  5." 
—{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

"In  page  25,  line  6,  after  the  word  'Acts),' 
to  insert  the  words  'imposing  a  limit  on 
advances.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
said  the  Amendment  he  had  on  the  Paper 
provided  for  the  case  of  an  evicted  tenant 
being  restored  to  his  former  holding.  He 
did  not  propose  to  move  the  Amendment, 
as  the  words  to  be  moved  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  covered  not  only  that  case,  but 
also  the  case  of  a  tenancy  created  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  He  pointed 
out,  however,  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  meet  the  case  of  an  evicted 
tenant  who  was  given,  not  his  former 
holding,  but  another  holding  on  the 
«8tate. 

Mr.  wyndham  thought  the  point 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  had 
already  been  met  by  the  Amendment  of 
Section  2,  giving  a  discretionary  exten- 
sion of  the  term.  The  Amendment  he 
now  moved  covered  the  conclusion  ar- 
rived at  on  a  former  occasion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  rage  25,  line  18,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  Provided  also  that  this  section  shall  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  a  former  tt- nant,  or  a  person 
nominated  by  the  Land  Commission  as  his 
personal  representative,  purohasing  his  former 
holding,  or  to  the  case  of  a  tenancy  created 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board." — (Mr. 
iVyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  DILLON,  while  admitting  that 
this  was  a  very  valuable  Amendment, 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  any  objection  to  making  the 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


matter  quite  clear  by  adding  the  words 
"  or  the  Estates  Commissioners." 

Mr.  wyndham  thought  the  words 
suggested  would  go  farther  than  the  hon. 
Member  intended. 

klR.  DILLON  pointed  out  that,  under 
the  Act,  the  powers  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  and  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  would  overlap  in  the  matter 
of  migration,  therefore  the  former 
would  require  the  same  powers  in  that 
respect  as  the  latter. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  he  would  have 
to  consider  the  matter  very  carefully. 
A  man  could  not  be  asked  to  give  up  s 
farm  unless  an  equivalent  were  found 
elsewhere.  The  words  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  would  abolish  all  the 
limitations  that  had  been  inserted, 
unless  words  were  added  defining  the 
purpose  for  which  such  tenancies  were 
created,  and  he  would  rather  not 
attempt  hastily  to  find  such  words. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  consider  this  sub  section 
in  connection  with  the  pledge  they  had 
given  to  amend  Sub-section  4  of  Clause 
43. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.)  asked 
whether  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  not  to  confine  the  provision  to 
tenants  who  purchased  their  old  hold- 
ings, but  to  extend  it  to  other  cases. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  the  case  of  » 
tenant  who  purchased  a  holding  other 
than  the  one  he  formerly  occupied  had 
been  met  in  another  part  of  the  Bill 
This  provision  contemplated  the  case  of 
a  tenant  who  reoccupied  his  old  holding, 
in  which  his  contention  had  all  along 
been  that  the  limit  of  advance  should 
not  apply.  But  in  these  voluntary 
arrangements  the  Government  were 
bound  to  see  that  nobody  suffered  either 
in  kind  or  in  money  value.  The  amount 
of  land  available  for  enlarging  or  im- 
proving holdings  was  very  smalL  The 
original  limit  had  been  extended  to 
£1,000,  and  a  discretion  had  been 
given.  He  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  go  farther,  but  if  he  were  pressed  as 
to  the  necessity  of    introducing  words 
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-dealing  with  the  Estates  Gommissioneri, 
he  would  consider  the  matter  before  the 
Report  stage. 

Mb.  OLANCY  understood  Clause  2 
to  apply  to  cases  where  tenants  were 
supplied  with  holdings  on  estates  entirely 
■other  than  those  from  which  they  were 
'evicted.  That  would  leave  the  cases 
of  the  men  who  returned  to  the  estate 
irom  which  they  had  been  evicted. 
The  less  fortunate  men  would  be 
■entitled  to  a  smaller  advance  than 
the  more  fortunate  who  got  back  to 
iheir  former  holdings.  The  evicted 
tenants  on  an  estate  would  be  treated 
unequally,  and  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  case  of  the  tenant  reinstated  on 
4  holding  other  than  his  former  holding 
on  the  estate  had  as  yet  been  pro- 
vided for  at  all.  He  thought  Clause  2 
referred  to  the  provision  of  holdings  for 
«victed  tenants  on  estates  other  than 
ihose  from  which  they  had  been  evicted. 
If  he  was  right  in  that,  the  case  of  a 
man  going  to  another  holding  was  not 
firovided  for,  or  else  he  was  not  as  well 
treated  as  a  tenant  who  returned  to  his 
old  holding. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  this  referred  to 
tenancies  created  since  1st  March 
last.  He  begged  to  enter  his  pro- 
test, because  he  thought  it  would  be 
a  serious  thing  if  the  eleven  months 
men  in  Connaught  were  to  get  extended 
limits  there,  and  if  they  were  enabled 
to  get  hold  permanently  of  the  grazing 
lands  which  they  now  held  under  this 
temporary  method  of  tenancy.  He 
thoroughly  agreed  with  the  protest 
made  formerly  on  this  matter  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork. 
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Mb.  CLANCY  said  his  Amendment 
lad  nothing  to  do  with  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman. 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  admitted  that  this 
-was  a  somewhat  difficult  question.  The 
clause  did  not  embody  all  the  arrange- 
ments at  which  they  had  arrived,  in 
proper  cases  it  would  enable  a  man 
to  acquire  a  holding  other  than  that 
from  which  he  was  evicted  up  to  £7,000. 
They  were  ail  agreed  that  it  was  proper 


to  do  this  in  order  to  put  estates  in  n 
proper  state  to  be  resold.  That  could 
only  be  done  by  men  going  out  of  farms 
in  badly  congested  districts,  so  that  the 
farms  vacated  might  be  available  for 
increasing  the  size  of  other  holdings. 
He  thought  that  covered  the  whole 
ground.  It  was  not  proper  that  persons, 
in  expectation  of  this  Bill,  should  pro- 
ceed to  map  out  holdings  of  convenient 
sise.  The  Government  introduced 
Clause  48  to  prevent  that.  The  general 
policy  of  the  Government  was  that  there 
should  be  a  limitation  to  the  manufacture 
of  holdings  in  order  to  capture  land  in 
the  manner  already  described.  That 
would  be  the  effect  of  adopting  the  hon. 
Member's  proposal.  They  must  carry 
out  and  not  defeat  the  general  policy  of 
the  Act,  and  the  way  to  do  that  was  to 
foster  migration. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  entirely 
agreed  with  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said.  He  pointed  out  that  in  order  to 
make  the  intention  of  the  Gkivemment 
dear  it  was  desirable  that  the  drafting 
should  be  altered.  There  was  no  defini- 
tion of  "  holding  "  in  the  Bill.  By  Clause 
2,  Sub-section  3,  it  was  provided  that 
the  expression  "holding"  in  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  "  shall  include  a  parcel  of 
land  in  respect  of  the  purchase  of  which 
an  advance  has  been  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  section."  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Amendment  enabled  provision  to 
be  made  for  a  former  tenant,  out  it  would 
not  enable  a  part  to  be  sold.  The 
reference  to  a  parcel  of  land  was  confined 
to  Clause  2.  He  suggested  that  a  defini- 
tion should  be  put  in  so  that  "  holding  " 
should  embrace  part  of  a  holding. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  said  there  were  farms 
which  were  in  part  occupied  by  new 
tenants.  Would  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cover  these  cases 
also  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  Section  1  of  the 
Bill  dealt  with  a  holding  as  it  was,  and 
which  was  to  be  sold  as  it  was.  Section  2 
included  everything  else. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  thought  the 
word  "  holding  "  in  Section  2  was  confined 
to  the  provisions  of  that  section.     The 
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Committee  were  novr  discussing  Clause  48 
which  began  with  these  words — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  Section  2  of 
the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Amendment 
Act,  1888." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  make  the  Purchase  Acts 
apply  to  these  {tarcels  of  land,  to  say  that 
the  parcels  were  holdings. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  quite 
followed  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  stated,  but  he  still  thought 
that  there  was  something  in  his  point. 
He  would  confer  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  point. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.)  said  the  Chief  Secretary  bad  told 
them  that  Clause  48  was  put  in  the  Bill 
to  prevent  the  manufacture  of  holdings. 
They  were  still  hampered  by  the  provision 
in  regard  to  £2,000  in  exceptional  cases. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely 
wrong,  it  was  probable  that  the  words  at 
the  beginning  of  Sub-section  1  were  really 
intended  to  apply  to  this  class  of  tenants 
as  well  as  others.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed—^ 

"  In  page  25,  line  10,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
2." 

Question  proposed, "  That  Sub-section  2 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  this  was  not  a 
new  provision.  It  appeared  in  the  Bill 
which  he  introduced  last  year.  When  an 
estate  was  in  Court,  holdings  were  let  to 
persons,  and  it  might  be  held  that  those 
who  occupied  under  these  Court  tenancies 
had  no  right  to  come  imder  an  Act  of  this 
kind.  A  fair  compromise  had  been  struck 
in  the  case  of  those  who  had  the  advantage 
of  taking  land  which  had  not  been  finally 
disposed  of,  by  permitting  advances  to  be 
made  up  to  £1,000,  and  in  some  cases  up 
to  £2,000.  It  would  defeat  the  policy 
of  the  Government  if  they  omitted  the 
sub-section.  These  estates  often  com- 
prised untenanted  land.  He  would  re- 
mind his  hon.  friend  that  even  hon. 
Members  who  had  taken  exception  to 
the  Bill  as  a  whole  had  dl  said  that  some 
effort  should  be  made  to  deal  with  the 
problem  of  the  congested  districts.     He 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


doubted  whether  they  ooold  deal  with 
these  districts  if  they  omitted  the  sub- 
section. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  entireljr 

accepted  theview  of  the  Government  in  this 

matter.     He  thought  all  restrictions  wer& 

mischievous.     It  was  another  instance  of 

legislating  for  all  Ireland  by  reference  to 

the  condition  of  what  were  called  the 

congested  counties.     Besides  that,  it  was 

a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 

Appeal  in  the  Owens  case.     He  asked 

whether  the  case  of  an  evicted  tenant 

who  had  been  created  a  Court  tenant  was 

j  met  by  the  Amendment  the  Chief  Secre- 

I  tary  moved  a  moment  ago.     Thousand* 

I  of  the  Court  tenants  were  evicted  tenants. 

I  To  say  in  an  offhand  way  that   these 

■  evicted  tenants  when  they  became  Court 

!  tenants  were  not  to  have  the  full  benefit 

I  of  the  Act  would  be  to  deal  a  blow  at  th» 

f  eneral  body  of  the  evicted  tenants. 
>id  Sub-section  2  override  Sub-section  1 

even  in  the  case  of  an  evicted  tenant 
I  provided  for  by  the  Amendment  of  the 
'  right  hon.  Gentleman  t  He  would  re- 
;  commend  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
i  put  in  his  proviso  as  an  entirely  separate 
I  sub-section,  and  then  it  wftuld  appear 
I  that  neither  Sub-section  1  nor  Sub-section 
1  2  would  govern  the  case  of  the  evicted 
I  tenant.  There  were  a  great  number  of 
I  cases  of  which  he  was  personally  cogni- 
I  sant  where  there  had  been  no  eviction, 
I  but  the  tenant  had  remained  with  the 
I  consent  of  the  landlord  and  encumbrancer, 
:  and  it  was  out  of  the  money  which  the 
I  tenant  had   spent  in  improvements  ob 

the  tenancy  that  the  owner   had  been 

kept  from  sale. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  take 
into  consideration  the  point  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  said 
that  in  that  event  he  would'  not  press  the 
Amendment  to  a  division. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  48,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  49. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  said 
he  had  an  Amendment  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section (c)  of  this  clause  which  he  pro- 
posed to  put  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
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an  opinion  from  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  in  regard  to  ita  effect.  At  present 
the  almost  universal  practice  was  that 
when  a  tenant  died  intestate  leaving 
a  widow,  she  went  on  keeping  the  hol(£ 
ing  and  paying  the  rent  though  she  could 
not  bequeath  it.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
that  sub-section,  if  it  became  law,  would 
be  at  variance  with  the  general  practice. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pace  25,  line  39,  to  leave  oat  Sub- 
section  (c).  — {Colonel  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
(c)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  condi- 
tion of  things  which  the  bon.  and  gallant 
Member  wished  to  provide  for  was 
covered  by  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
Sub-section  1. 

CJOLONEL  NOLAN  said  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  and  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMBsaidhe  had  two 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  relating  U) 
the  same  sub-section.  The  effect  of  these 
Amendments  taken  together  would  be 
to  reverse  the  procedure  in  the  case  of 
the  death  of  a  tenant.  Under  the  clause, 
on  the  death  of  the  proprietor  of  a  hold- 
ing, the  Land  Commission  might  require 
the  holding  to  be  sold  within  twelve 
months,  or,  in  default,  they  might 
cause  the  holding  to  be  sold,  provided 
that  the  Land  Commission  might,  instead 
of  that  procedure,  nominate  some  person 
interested  in  the  holding  to  be  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  holding.  As  he  had  said, 
he  wanted  the  procedure  to  be  reversed. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  28,  line  2,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  '  may '  to  the  word  '  nominate '  in  line  8. 

"  In  page  26,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  other- 
wi'^e '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  maj'  cause  the 
holding  to  be  sold.'  " — {Sir  John  dolon^.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  confessed  that  in 
his  opinion  the  Amendments  of  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  were  an  improvement. 


The  arrangement  in  the  clause  as  it 
stood  would  cause  delay  and  the  Amend- 
ments would  facilitate  the  working  of 
the  Act  and  prevent  family  differences. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  if  the 
Government  yielded  on  Amendments  of 
this  kind  they  would  be  giving  away  one- 
of  the  most  effective  securities  th» 
Treasury  possessed.  The  Land  Commis- 
sion might  nominate  a  person  or  in 
default  order  a  sale;  but  what  would 
happen  if  there  were  a  dozen  sons  and 
none  of  them  would  say  he  was- 
responsible  for  the  annual  payments  t 
Why  should  not  the  Laiid  Commission 
have  the  power  to  order  a  sale  within 
twelve  months  of  the  death  of  the  owner 
of  a  holding  t 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.> 
thought  that  the  question  was  important. 
The  nomination  ought  to  come  first,  and 
if  the  Land  Commission  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  nomination  then  they  ought 
to  have  the  power  of  sale. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  was 
really  a  question  of  drafting.  His 
draftsman  had  considered  the  clause 
very  carefully,  and  he  agreed  with  the 
draftsman.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  would  not  press  his 
Amendment. 

♦Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  knew- 
from  experience  that,  though  hia 
Amendments  might  not  be  so  good 
as  a  matter  of  drafting,  they  would  be- 
better  law  in  the  interest  of  the  peace 
of  families. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  to  the 
national  interest  of  Ireland  that  this 
clause,  which  was  a  little  stringent,, 
should  be  retained  so  as  to  defeat  any 
attempted  fraud. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  agreed  that 
all  these  questions  had  to  be  carefully 
considered.  If  he  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment he  would  have  to  elaborate  th» 
second  part  of  it.  There  was  the 
difficulty  of  intestacy  and  of  relationi 
who  could  not  make  up  their  minda- 
to  do  anything,  and  unless  they  could 
come  to  a  satisfactory  family  arrange- 
ment they  must  put  up  the  estate  for 
sale. 
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*SlE  JOHN  COLOMB  knew  what 
Jikely  to  happen.  The  first  thing  was 
to  nominate  somebody,  as  innumerable 
iamily  feuds  ought  to  be  avoided.  He 
thought  that  his  Amendment  would 
bring  about  a  better  state  of  things. 
4>ut  after  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE 
<  Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough^  moved  to 
leave  out  Sub^section  2  of  Clause  49.  He 
said  he  was  not  in  want  of  sympathy 
with  the  object,  but  he  thought  the 
-clause  was  so  drafted  as  to  defeat  the 
object  it  wished  to  attain.  It  would  be 
important  in  Ireland  in  the  future,  when 
the  sales  had  been  achieved,  that  the 
^eatest  care  should  be  taken  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  small  peasant 
proprietors.  With  regard  to  sub-letting 
he  perfectly  agreed  that  sub-letting 
and  mortgaging  were  some  of  the 
greatest  drawbacks  Ireland  had  to 
combat,  but  he  could  not  agree  that 
this  sub  -  section  would  altogether 
eradicate  the  system  of  over-borrowing, 
And  he  therefore  thought  a  sound  system 
of  credit  ought  to  be  established  in 
Ireland.  Abroad  most  of  the  peasant 
proprietors  had  a  system  of  land  banks. 
In  Germany  there  were  the  Raiffeisen 
Banks,  and  they  had  the  Credit  Fonciers 
in  France,  which  hdped  the  peasant 
proprietors  to  obtain  loans  on  favourable 
terms  and  at  the  lowest  rates  of  interest. 
If  this  sub-section  were  retained  in  its 
present  form  he  felt  there  would  be  a 
temptation  for  the  peasant  proprietors 
to  surreptitiously  borrow  money  from 
the  small  shopkeeper  or  the  gombeen 
man,  and  it  would  go  a  long  way  in 
iihe  future  to  establish  a  system  of 
landlordism,  which  he  would  look  upon 
as  a  very  great  evil.  They  did  not  want 
iihe  tenant  and  the  gombeen  man  going 
iiand  in  hand  and  imitating  "Charles 
-Surface"  and  his  uncle  in  the  scene 
where  they  were  found  drinking  to  the 
toast  of  "  Success  to  Usury."  Therefore, 
if  the  Chief  Secretary  could  promise  to 
■establish  some  sort  of  State  credit  in 
Ireland  for  the  benefit  of  the  peasant 


proprietors,  it  would  go  a  very  long  way 
towards  increasing  their  prosperity. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  ehminate  this  sub-section  from 
the  Bill  and  introduce  some  clause 
in  order  to  counteract  the  difficulties 
which  he  saw  ahead  in  the  mortgaging 
and  sub-letting  of  Irish  land. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pafie  26,  line  1»,  to  leave  out  Sali- 
section  2.  —(Jfr.  Seymour  Ormshy-Gore.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
2  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  asked  him  to  omit  this  sub- 
section in  order  to  draw  attention  to 
another  reform.  He  quite  agreed  that 
this  was  an  important  matter  and  that 
they  ought  in  the  future  to  do  something 
towards  the  establishment  of  land  banks, 
but  he  did  not  hold  that  they  ought 
to omitthis  sub-section.  On  the  contrary, 
he  attached  great  importance  to  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  should 
be  printed  on  the  back  of  the  vesting 
order  of  the  tenant  in  letters  of  gold. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  expressed  him- 
self as  being  entirely  in  favour  of,  and  as 
supporting  the  sub-section.  He  would, 
however,  Tike  to  have  an  answer  to  one 
question.  This  sub-section  made  null 
and  void  on  a  holding  of  the  rateable 
value  of  £2  any  instrument  or 
mortgage  for  sums  exceeding  £20 ;  did 
it  make  null  and  void  three  or  four 
mortgages  of  £f>  or  £6  each,  which  would 
in  the  aggregate  be  more  than  the  £20,  or 
must  it  be  in  one  mortgage;  and  if  in 
more  than  one  how  were  they  to  find  out 
what  money  had  been  lent  f 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  when  a 
man  had  mortgaged  his  land  for  the 
amount,  whether  wie  loan  was  covered  by 
one  or  by  ten  mortgages  it  was  the  same 
thing.  With  regarel  to  the  second  point, 
if  the  mortgage  was  registered  it  could 
be  seen  from  the  register. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  the 
lenders  of  the  money  would  see  to  it  that 
they  did  not  lend  too  much. 
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Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  that  if 
it  was  made  ten  times  the  annual  instal- 
ment instead  of  ten  times  the  rateable 
value  it  would  be  far  better,  because 
undoubtedly  the  valuation  differed  very 
much  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Under  the  circumstances  it  might  be  well 
to  consider  that  question. 

♦Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE  said 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  accept  the  sug- 

festion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
outh.  In  future  the  status  of  the  Irish 
peasant  proprietor  would  be  considerably 
improved.  Agriculture  would  no  doubt 
flourish  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent  than  hitherto,  and  there  would 
be  more  foreign  trade  from  Ireland. 
Ireland,  in  spite  of  her  drawbacks, 
dealt  with  North  America  for  grain, 
and  with  South  America  for  manure, 
and  she  had  to  compete  with  Denmark, 
Holland,  France,  and  Russia  in  produce. 
He  thought  if  extended  credit  was  given 
10  the  tenants  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  them.  Where  a  man  had 
to  pay  a  lump  aum  to  his  relatives  he 
would  be  able  to  do  it  with  much 
greater  advantage  to  himself  in  the 
future. 

Mu.  TULLY  hoped  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth, 
because  otherwise  this  clause  would  be 
used  to  extort  from  the  tenants  a  larger 
price  than  the  landlords  were  entitled 
to.  That  was  a  thing  they  should  try 
to  prevent.  In  the  old  days  of  the  plan 
uf  campaign  they  had  hunted  the 
gombeen  man  out  of  the  west,  and  they 
did  not  want  him  baok  again. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,  S.) 
supported  the  suggestion  that  it  should 
be  ten  times  the  annual  instalment, 
because  in  many  cases  ten  times  the 
rateable  value  would  be  more  than  the 
whole  farm  would  be  worth. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Louth  was  a  useful  one.  The 
Government  aimed  roughly  at  one- 
third  of  the  balance,  and  ten  times  the 
annual  instalment  would  come  to 
about  that  amount,  and  therefore  he 
would  accept  that. 


Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  said  the 
instalment  would  increase  in  ratio  to  the- 
number  of  years  rent  the  tenant  paid. 

*Mr.  O'SHEE  pointed  out  thatf  or  the 
first  ten  years  the  tenant  could  borrow 
ten  times  the  annuity,  and  that  that 
amount  would  be  much  higher  than  the 
annuity  for  the  second  ten  yeai«,  and 
considerably  higher  than  the  annuity  for 
the  third  ten  years,  and  that  the  effect 
of  this  Amendment  would  be  that  at  the 
time  when  their  holdings  were  most 
heavily  charged  they  would  be  able  to- 
borrow  most  heavily.  He  wished  to 
know  how  the  acceptance  of  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth 
would  affect  the  case  of  the  80,000' 
tenants  who  had  already  purchased  their 
holdings.  He  thought  it  would  consider- 
ably prejudice  their  case. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  this  provision 
could  not  affect  those  who  had  already 
purchased  their  holdings.  They  oould. 
not  take  away  that  which  had  already 
been  sold. 

Mk  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE 
bogged  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawa 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  lines  15  and  16,  to  omit  the 
words  '  rateable  value '  in  order  *to  insert  the 
words  'purchase  annuity.' "—(ilfr.  T.  M. 
Mealy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to> 

*Mr.  O'SHEE  moved  to  insert  in 
Sub-section  (3),  after  **  registered,"  the 
words,  "  within  three  months  of  the 
date  of  execution  by  the  mortgagor  or 
cbargeant." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  20,  to  insert  the  words 
within  tnree  months  of  the  date  of  execution 
by  the  mortgagor  or  chtu'geant. " — {Mr.  ffShec. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  f  ATKINSON  was  understood  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 
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Mr.  GORDON  thought  the  Attorney- 
•General  had  hardly  considered  the  sitoa- 
tion.  No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man wished  to  protect  the  owner,  but 
he  failed  to  see  how  this  Amendment 
■would  do  so. 

Mr.  butcher  pointed  out  that 
-three  months  was  rather  too  long  a 
period.  A  roan  might  mortgage  his 
holding  to  its  full  value,  keep  the 
mortgage  in  his  pocket,  mortgage  the 
holding  a  second  time,  and  then  register 
the  first  mortgage.  In  that  case  the 
second  mortgagee  would  lose  his  money. 
The  instrument  ought  to  be  registered 
irithin  less  than  three  months  in  order 
to  prevent  fraud  on  a  subsequent  mort- 
gagee. 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE  said  the  ordinary  law 
•of  priority  would  apply  in  such  a  case. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

♦Me.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal  W.) 
said  that  when  introducing  the  Bill 
the  Chief  Secretary  laid  great  stress  on 
the  dangers  of  excessive  sub-division 
and  excessive  mortgaging  of  small 
holdings.  The  former  was  already 
sufficiently  provrded  for,  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  proposed  to  provide  against 
the  latter  by  a  permanent  rent-charge. 
That  provision,  however,  had,  very 
properly,  for  other  reasons  disappeared 
from  the  Bill,  and  in  considering  what 
should  take  its  place  regard  might  be 
had  to  an  example  aflforded  bj  America. 
In  most  of  the  States  a  provision  existed 
by  which  a  forced  sale  of  a  homestead 
was  prevented,  except  for  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  or  money  due  to  the 
State.  The  Amendment  he  desired  to 
move  followed  the  American  precedent 
-very  closely,  in  that  it  proposed  that  no 
such  sale  should  be  made  in  the  case  of 
a  holding  not  exceeding  X20  rateable 
value,  on  which  the  proprietor  actually 
resided.  It  might  be  suggested  that  this 
would  lead  to  an  undue  restriction  of 
credit,  but  it  could  hardly  be  contended 
that  unlimited  credit  was  good  for  these 
sitiall  tenants.  There  were  other  means 
of  obtaining  credit  than  running  into 
debt  with  the  local  shopkeeper,  and  he 
tiiought    the    better    class    shopkeeper 


would  not  resent  such  a  restriction  bwDg 
imposed.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  been  aUe  to  devise  some  better 
means  of  dealing  with  the  matter  he 
hoped  be  would  accept  this  proposal. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  26,  line  22,  at  end  to  insert 
the  woroH,  '  (4)  No  writ  of  fieri  facias  or  other 
process  of  a  Court  shall  be  executed  by  seizore 
or  sale  of  the  estate  or  interest  of  any  pro- 
prietor of  a  holding,  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds  in  rattable  value,  upon  which  be 
actually  resides  ;  nor  shall  any  judgment  be 
registered  as  a  mortgage  against  same,  nor  shall 
any  such  writ,  or  judgment,  or  judgment  mort- 
gace  be  registered  as  a  burden  affecting  same 
nnder  the  provisions  of  The  Local  Registration 
of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  l>S»l."'—{Mr.  Hugh 
Lato.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  h«i. 
Member  asked  the  Committee  to  accept 
a  law  which  prevailed  in  America  but 
not  throughout  America.  The  objects 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  at  heart 
were  very  desirable  objects,  but  they 
were  achieved  by  some  other  provisions 
in  this  Bill.  It  would  be  the  poorer 
tenants  who  would  probably  be  driven 
to  borrow,  not  improvidently  or  in  such 
a  way  as  to  risk  their  interest  in  the 
landj  but  up  to  25  per  cent.  If  they 
were  to  say  that  those  who  lent  the 
money  would  have  no  remedy  at  all 
against  the  tenants,  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  borrow  at 
all. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  there  appeared  to 
be  a  false  idea  prevalent  as  to  the  powers 
of  the  small  farmers  to  protect  them- 
selvesj  but  he  thought  they  would  be 
found  as  competent  to  protect  themselves 
as  the  landlords.  If  they  wished  to 
protect  these  small  men  from  themselves 
the  one  effective  way  to  do  it  was  by  a 
homestead  law.  When  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary told  them  that  this  homestead  law 
would  prevent  these  small  farmers  from 
borrowing  it  was  absurd,  because  it  had 
been  provided  by  a  previous  clause  that 
they  were  prevented  from  borrowing 
more  than  one-third.  This  proposal 
would  leave  them  free  to  lx)rrow  as  far 
as  they  chose  to  do  it.  It  would  also  put 
a  check  on  what  had  been  a  real  danger 
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to  them  and  tkat  was  unlimited  and 
«zoeiBiTe  credit  being  given  to  them 
with  the  object  of  depriving  them  of 
their  holdings.  He  was  aware  that 
some  of  his  colleagues  thought  this  would 
Klestroy  the  credit  of  the  small  holders ; 
he  did  not  think  it  would  have  thai 
«fliBct.  He  thought,  that  a  very  con- 
siderable section  of  shopkeepers  would 
have  no  objection  to  this  proposal 
because  they  did  not  desire  to  give 
excessive  credit,  and  if  they  did  they 
would  not  sell  the  holding.  He  had 
known  many  cases  of  shopkeepers  who 
preferred  to  lose  their  money  rather  than 
sell  a  man  out  of  his  home.  He  thought 
this  Amendment  would  put  a  most 
wholesome  check  on  what  threatened  to 
ruin  the  people  and  the  shopkeepers 
themselves.  He  believed  that  the  only 
safe  path  was  to  put  a  check  upon  undue 
«redit  being  given  to  the  small  holders. 
In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  a  trader  would 
^o  for  the  goods,  and  if  the  trader  was 
foolish  enough  to  give  credit  to  a  man 
'who  had  no  goods  he  deserved  to  lose 
his  money.  He  maintained  that  if  they 
were  going  to  adopt  the  policy  of  pro- 
tecting people  against  themselves  the 
beet  way  to  do  it  was  to  limit  their 
oredit 

♦Me.  O'DOHERTY  said  he  had  heard 
of  a  "  no  rent  manifesto,"  but  until  he 
read  the  hon.  Member's  Amendment  he 
never  heard  before  of  a  "  no  debt  mani- 
iesto."  In  the  county  of  Donegal  they 
bad  very  f  ewgombeen  men,  but  the  people 
largely  depended  upon  the  shopkeepers  to 
make  both  ends  meet.  In  some  instances 
the  people  in  six  weeks  had  to  make 
enough  money  to  keep  them  a  year. 
This  Amendment  struck  at  the  small 
farmer  and  fisherman,  and  the  result 
of  its  operation  would  be  that  every 
:shopkeeper  who  gave  credit  to  a  farmer 
whose  holding  was  less  than  £20  rateable 
value  would  take  care  that  he  got  a  duly 
registered  mortgage,andthe  tenant  would 
have  to  pay  the  costs.  So  far  as  his  own 
«on8tituency  wasconcernedit  would  mean 
•disaster,  not  only  to  the  shopkeepers  but 
to  the  very  people  whom  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  wished  to  protect.  It 
would  absolutely  destroy  credit  in  Done- 
gal, and  he  thought  Donegal  was  typical 
of  Con  naught  and  other  congested 
<li5tricts.      Therefore     he     hoped     the 


(government  would  not  engraft  this 
proposal  upon  the  Land  Act  of  1893,  for 
an  Amendment  more  calculated  to  do 
harm  to  the  shopkeeperti,  and  more 
particularly  to  the  poorer  counties,  was 
never  introduced  He  believed  that  the 
more  opportunities  they  gave  to  the 
people  to  borrow  the  more  they  would 
borrow  and  this  Amendment  would 
mean  a  great  loss  not  oniy  to  the  shop- 
keepers but  also  to  all  those  who  pur- 
chased under  this  Act,  and  whose 
valuation  was  under  £20. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  contended  that  this 
Amendment  carried  out  the  very  objects 
which  the  hon  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  desired  to  further.  He  thought 
the  shopkeepers  would  be  glad  if  the 
Committee  adopted  this  proposal,  because 
then  they  would  be  in  a  better  position 
to  refuse  credit. 

Mb.  TULLY  asked  whether  the  protec- 
tion which  the  tenants  already  had  was  done 
away  with  under  the  clause  as  it  stood. 
If  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  remove 
that  protection  he  thought  it  should  be 
amended. 

*Mr.  HUGH  LAW  said  he  recognised 
the  force  of  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  when  he  stated  that  this  was  a  very 
large  question  to  engraft  upon  the  Land  Bill, 
and  for  that  reason  he  would  not  press 
the  Amendment.  He  did  not  move  the 
Amendment  of  his  own  whim  or  fancy, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Donegal 
seemed  to  suppose.  He  moved  it  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
National  Convention  held  in  DubUn. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON 
(Londonderry)  movefl — 

"  In  Clause  49,  page  26,  line  2a,  to  insert — 
'  This  Section  shall  not  apply  to  demesne  or 
other  lands  re-sold  or  sold  under  Section  3  of 
this  Act.'  " 

He  said  this  clause  was  intended 
to  take  care  of  the  present  proprietor 
after  he  had  purchased.  He  did  not  see 
why  it  should  not  refer  also  to  the  landlord 
who  had  sold  his  demesne  and  re-bought 
it.  Under  the  clause  as  it  stood  he 
would  not  be  able  to  sub-let  his  demesne 
without  being  tied  to  the  apron  strings  of 
the  Land  Commission. 
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Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  26,  line  25,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words, '  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  demesne 
or  other  lands  resold  or  sold  under  Section  3  of 
this  Act.'  "—(The  Marqiuss  of  Hamilton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  woi-ds 
be  there  added." 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  wondered  on 
what  eround  the  noble  Lord  moved  this 
Amendment.  He  thought  it  would  set 
up  an  invidious  distinction,  and  it  was 
desirable  to  avoid  any  further  distinctions 
between  the  different  classes  of  men  who 
were  to  use  public  money  under  the  Act. 
The  landlords  who  bought  back  their 
demesnes  would  become  permanent  pro- 
prietors so  far  as  this  Act  was  concerned. 
He  did  not  see  why  they  should  be 
treated  on  a  different  footing  from 
others. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  said  there  was  a 
difference  between  the  two  cases.  In 
one  case  the  State  advanced  the  whole  of 
the  purchase  money,  and  in  the  other  case 
it  advanced  only  one-third  of  the  price  of 
the  holdings  sold. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  whether  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  would  agree  that 
the  State  was  only  to  advance  one-third 
of  the  purchase  money. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  his  noble  friend 
had  just  handed  in  the  Amendment,  and 
he  must  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing it  before  stating  what  course  he  would 
take   in  regard  to  the  proposal.      His 

i;eneralview  wasthat  the  permission  for  the 
andlord  to  sell  his  demesne  and  buy  it 
back  was  a  separate  matter  put  into  the 
Bill  largely  to  induce  the  landlord  to  sell. 
The  landlord  must  take  his  chances  with 
other  people.  He  did  not  think  they 
would  be  effecting  equality  by  say- 
ing that  all  that  was  proper  and 
applicable  to  a  peasant  proprietor  was 
proper  and  applicable  to  a  home  farm, 
or  whatever  it  might  be,  which  the 
landlord  retained.  The  object  of  the 
Treasury  was  to  induce  the  landlord  to 
sell.  He  doubted  the  policy  of  restricting 
that  inducement.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  give  a  definite  answer  on  an  Amend- 
ment which  he  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  studying. 


The  Marquess  or  HAMILTON  aaid 
that  he  would  bring  up  the  matter  oa 
Report  He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

I  Mr.  DILLON  said  this  was  a  very 
serious  question  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  introduce  a  provision 
allowing  the  landlords  to  sublet  Whea 
a  landlord  got  money  to  buy  the  home 
farm  it  was  on  the  assumption  that  h» 
would  reside  on  it. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  what  bad 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  showed  that  the  Amendmoit 
required  to  be  considered  in  connectioD 
with  all  the  other  proposals  in  the  Bill 
His  idea  was  that  the  money  was  to  be 
advanced  to  buy  back  the  demesne  as  an 
inducement  to  the  resident  landlord  to 
enjoy  his  property.  He  would  consider 
whether  it  was  possible  to  meet  Ha 
proposal  of  his  noble  friend. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  called  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  Clause  4,  on  trustees  to  acquire 
land  for  the  purposes  of  the  Labourers 
Act,  and  stated  he  was  sure  it  wu 
pot  intended  or  desired  that  trustees 
should  be  compelled  to  go  to  the 
Land  Commission  for  permission  to  sab- 
let  or  subdivide  for  labourers'  allot- 
ments. That,  however,  was  what  thff 
would  have  to  do  under  this  clause.  He 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  c<a- 
sider  this  matter  before  Beport 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not 
think  the  clause  would  apply  to  that,  but 
he  would  consider  the  matter. 

Clause  49  agreed  to. 

Clause  50 — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  26,  to  leave  oat  the  word* 
'  subject  to  a  perpetual  rent-charge  under  Uis 
Act**'— (ATr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  26,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word* 
'and  the  perpetual  rent-charge.'"  — (■^'■• 
Wyndham.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


U49 


Irish 


{6  JuLT  1903 } 


Land  Bill. 


u:o 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  50,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  51. 

Mr.  HEALY  said  the  clause  contained 
the  following  sub-sections — 

"  (2)  When  any  collector  of  poor  r»te  becomea 
aware  of  any  sub-divUion  or  letting  of  any  snch 
holding  he  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  give  infor- 
utation  thereof  to  the  Commissioner  of  Valua- 
tion and  Boundary  Surveyor. 

"  (3)  The  district  re^trar  of  births  and  deaths 
shall,  80  soon  as  he  is  aware  of  the  death  of 
any  person  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
the  proprietor  of  any  such  holding,  situate  in 
whole  or  in  part  within  his  district,  give  infor- 
mation to  the  Land  Commission  in  the 
Srescribed  manner  of  snch  death.  (4)  Every 
istrict  registrar  and  collector  of  poor  rates 
who  fails  to  comply  with  the  reqnirements  of 
this  section  shall  be  liable  on  summary  convic- 
tion to  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  pounds." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  tlie  duty  of 
collecting  poor  rates  was  already^  suffi- 
ciently difficult,  but  if  he  was  to  have 
this  duty  imposed  on  him,  subject  to  a 
penalty  of  £10  for  failure,  he  ought  to  be 
paid.  The  collectors  were  appomted  for 
local  purposes,  but  now  they  were  to  be 
constituted  Imperial  officers.  They  would 
be  looked  upon  as  spies  and  informers, 
and  if  they  were  to  be  subject  to  this 
penalty  they  should  get  some  such  fee  as 
was  paid  under  the  Jurors  Act. 

He  begged  to  move  as  a  new  sub- 
section— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  27,  after  Sub-section  5,  to  insert 
a  new  ^b-section '  (6)  The  fee  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  be  payaole  by  the 
Land  ConimiKsion,  in  each  case,  to  any  official 
who  gives  information  as  is  required  by  Sub- 
sections 2  and  3.'"— (Mr.  T.  if.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  theiy  inserted." 

Colonel  NOLAN  said  that  they 
would  get  a  much  lower  class  of  poor 
rate  collectors  in  the  future  than  at 
present  if  the  sub-section  remained  as  it 
stood.  At  present  the  collector  was 
looked  upon  as  a  commercial  man  of 
some  importance,  and  the  duty  to  be 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  clause  was 
quite  extraneous  to  a  collector's  general 
work.  He  did  not  think  the  right  hon 
Gentleman,  if  he  lived  in  the  country, 
would  like  to  give  the  information. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [FouBTH  Sewbs.] 


Mr.  TULLY  said  that  at  present  the 
poor  rate  collector  had  to  give  informa- 
tion under  the  Franchise  Act.  He  had 
to  state  any  changes  that   had   taken 

gace  in  the  occupancy  of  the  holding, 
ut  for  that  work  he  was  paid  extra ; 
and  if  he  had  to  do  a  new,  and,  to  a 
certain  extent,  an  invidious  duty — 
which  might  be  a  perfectly  proper 
duty — to  prevent  sub-division,  he  was 
entitled  to  extra  payment.  The  fee 
should  be  the  same  as  he  got  under  the 
Franchise  Act  and  the  Jurors  Act. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  they  were  all 
agreed  that  subdivision  was  an  evil,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  prevented  unlets 
information  of  the  sub-division  was 
obtained  through  the  poor  rate  collector. 
So  far  as  he  knew  that  official  was  the 
only  person  who  could  give  the  informa- 
tion. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  raised  the  point  that  it  would  be 
unfair  to  impose  new  duties  on  existing 
officers  without  extra  pay.  He  ad- 
mitted the  force  of  the  contention 
that  new  duties  imposed  upon  an 
official  should  carry  with  them  some 
remuneration,  and  he  agreed  to  con- 
sider this  point  in  consultation  with 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  He  could  not  go 
further  at  present  than  that,  and  he 
could  not  accept  the  words  of  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment.  At  the 
same  time,  he  maintained  that  a  fine 
of  £10  was  excessive  for  a  first  ofienoe, 
although  he  could  understand  that 
fine  being  imposed  for  the  third  or 
fourth  offence.  Under  the  Franchise 
Act  the  fine  was  only  40s. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the 
penalty  should  have  some  relation 
to  the  remuneration.  He  was  not  in  a 
position  now  to  say  what  the  remunera- 
tion should  be,  and,  therefore,  what  the 
fine  should  be. 

Amendment,  by  leave,   withdrawn. 

Clause  51  agreed  to. 

3D  n  \ 
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Clause  52. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  delete  from  Sub- 
section 4,  the  words  "  not  more  than 
one  year's  arrears  of "  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  full  meaning  of 
these  words. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  27,  lines  41  and  42,  to  leave  out 
l-be  words  'not  more  than  one  year's'  and 
insert  the  word  'no.'"— (Jfr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed  'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  pro- 
virion  was  a  restriction  on  the  powers  of 
the  Land  Judge's  Court 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  it  was 
only  right  that  he  should  state  that  the 
Land  Judge  exercised  his  jurisdiction  in 
regard  to  arrears  in  the  most  clement 
manner. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  after  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  52  agreed  to. 

Clause  53. 

Me.  DILLON  said  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment to  leave  out  Subjection  2,  which 
he  had  put  down  for  the  purpose  of 
eliciting  some  information.  He  wanted 
to  know  why  one  Commissioner  instead 
of  two  was  to  make  the  report. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  28,  line  4,  to  leave  out  Sub -section 
\."—{Mr.  DUlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
1  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  the  section  was 
intended  to  amend  the  present  practice 
under  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896. 
They  were  not  now  dealing  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  but  with  the 
Land  Commissioners.  When  Judge  Boss 
asked  for  a  report  it  was  sent  in  by  two 
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Commissioners;  and  unless  the  two 
Commissioners  were  agreed  nothing 
happened.  That  was  the  trouble.  The 
case  was  handed  on  to  two  other 
Commissioners,  and  very  often  a 
considerable  time  elapsed  before  any 
decisive  result  was  achieved.  It  was 
now  proposed  that  the  report  should  be 
sent  in  by  only  one  Land  Commissioner ; 
and  if  there  was  any  difiference  of  opinion 
between  the  Land  Judge  and  the 
Commissioner  the  case  was  to  be 
referred  to  three  Commissioners ;  snd 
when  it  was  referred  to  three  Com- 
missioners a  result  must  be  arrived  at. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  one  of  the 
reasons  why  he  put  down  his  Amendment 
was  to  ascertain  clearly  what  the 
machinery  was  to  be.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  informed  the  Com- 
mittee on  that  point.  He  said  that  the 
Committee  were  not  now  dealing  with 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  with  the 
Land  Commissioners.  By  a  subsequent 
clause,  however,  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien 
was  to  be  kicked  out ;  Mr.  Lynch  was  to 
retire;  and  Mr.  Wrench  was  to  be 
appointed  an  Estates  Commissioner. 
Tliere  would  then  only  remain  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  and  Judge  Meredith.  Were 
all  the  reports  to  be  made  by  them  1  K 
80,  it  would  be  perfectly  monstrous. 
It  was  perfectly  plain  that  if  the 
reports  were  not  made  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  they  would  have  to  be 
made  by  Judge  Meredith  and  Mr.  Fito- 
s-erald ;  and  that  would  be  a  very  mis- 
chievous proceeding. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  whole  of  the 
clause  would  be  either  useless  or  mis- 
chievous. It  was  not  the  Land  Com- 
missioners who  made  the  report ;  they  only 
signed  it.  As  far  as  the  clause  was  con- 
cerned, it  merely  dispensed  with  the 
signatures  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
and  was  introduced  to  cover  the'iuiked- 
ness  of  the  Land  Commission,  which,  as 
soon  as  the  Bill  was  passed,  would  consist 
only  of  the  gentleman  named  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo.  It  was  the 
report  of  the  journeyman  who  was  sent 
down  to  the  county  that  was  signed  by 
the  Commissioners.  The  futility  of  f^ 
rent  appeaJs  had  often  been  commented 
upon ;  but,  after  all,  if  the  Court  did  not 
seethe  farm  it  heard  the  evidence.  But 
in  those  cases  the  Commissioners  neither 
he^   the  evidence   nor   saw  the  farm. 
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The  entire  section  was  absolutely  futile 
and  of  Devalue ;  and,  whether  it  was  leftin 
«r  taken  out,  exactly  the  same  amount  of 
judicial  acumen  woiiild  be  applied  to  the 
report,     whether  it  was    signed  by  one 

Serson  or  two  persons.  The  report 
id  not  really  represent  the  opinion  of  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  it  Tlie  delay  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  referred 
was  not  a  judicial  delay;  it  was  an 
attorney's  deuiy  or  a  receiver's  delay,  and 
had  no  connection  with  the  judicial  persons 
concerned.  It  was  also  provided  that 
Section  40  was  not  to  apply  to  the  case  of 
A  present  occupier  under  a  letting. 
It  had  been  aheady  provided  in  the  Bill 
that  Court-letting  holdings  should  only 
be  sold  to  the  extent  of  £1,000 
advance  ;  and  it  was  now  proposed  that 
the  section  should  not  apply  at  all  in 
«a«e8  of  demesne  land,  or  land  suitable 
for  building  sites.  That  looked  magni- 
ficent ;  it  looked  a  paternal  exercise  of 
jurisdiction  by  the  Land  Judge.  But  the 
real  intention  was  to  screw  up  the  price 
in  favour  of  the  landlord  as  against  the 
unfortunate  tenant.  The  Judge  might 
be  told  that  there  was  land  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Skibbereen  suitable 
for  building.  How  could  the  Judge 
know  that  1  Oi  course,  some  agent  or 
receiver,  anxious  to  screw  an  adcUtional 
sum  out  of  the  tenants,  might  tell  him. 
Then  there  were  to  be  no  townparks ; 
bat  with  two  or  three  exceptions  every 
<9ity  and  town  in  Ireland  was  shrinking 
It  was  also  to  be  provided  that  where 
the  Land  Commission  reported  that 
three-fourths  of  the  tenants  would  not 
sdl,  the  Land  Judge  was  not  to  apply 
Section  40.  Had  any  such  case  arisen  t 
If  so,  he  was  not  aware  of  it.  The 
whole  clause  was  either  of  no  value  at 
all,  or  was  purely  mischievous;  and  it 
would  be  better  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  instead  of  taking  the  o£Bcial 
view,  to  strike  it  out  altogether. 

MJt.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the 
clause  provided  that  one  Commis- 
sioner was  to  inspect  the  land,  and 
make  a  report,  and  that  if  the  Land 
Judge  disagreed  with  that  report, 
three  Commissioners  were  to  report. 
But  after  the  Bill  was  passed  there  would 
not  be  three  Land  Commissioners  left. 
That  was  the  difficulty  which  he  saw. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  perhaps 
the  words  he  used  were  not  clear  enough 
to  convey  his  meaning.  He  meant  the 
Committee  were  not  dealing  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  as  Estates  Com- 
missioners; but  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  also  be  Land  Commis- 
sioners; and  no  doubt  Mr.  Finucane 
and  Mr.  Bailey  would  be  available  under 
the  section.  It  was  not  a  very  large 
question,  as  there  would  not  be  so  many 
Section  40  sales  in  the  future.  He 
submitted  to  the  Committee  that  it  was 
a  perfectly  short  and  fair  plan  that  one 
Commissioner  should  make  a  report, 
and  that  if  the  Land  Judge  did  not  agree 
with  him,  three  Commissioners  should 
report  At  present  a  case  might  go 
through  the  whole  roster  of  the  Land 
Commission  before  a  decision  was  arrived 
at.  The  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
took  exception  to  Paragraph  2;  but 
that  introduced  safeguards  to  prevent 
parks  being  sold.  Where  the  landlord 
wanted  his  park  it  was  provided  that  he 
should  have  it;  but  where  he  did  not 
want  it,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not 
be  dealt  with  in  order  to  enlarge  very 
small  holdings  in  the  locality.  It  was 
not  a  matter  which  afifected  the  State  or 
the  landlord ;  it  was  a  matter  which 
affected  the  smaller  tenants. 

*Mr.  CSHEE  said  that  in  his  opinion 
the  new  provision  would  make  for  delay. 
In  the  first  place,    it  was  based  on  a 
hypothesis  which  had  never  materialised 
in  fact.    There  were  very  few  cases  during 
the  twenty-two  years  in  which  the  Land 
Acts  were  in  operation  in  which  the  two 
Commissioners    had    disagreed,    because 
they    always  adopted    the  principle    of 
splitting  the  diiference.     How  the  sub- 
section would   work  out    would   be    as 
follows:  Judge  Eoss  had  declared  over 
and  over  again  in  public  Court  that  it  was 
an  accepted  principle  in   the  conduct  of 
his    proceedings   that    he    would    never 
accept  a  lower  price  than  the   Commis- 
sioners reported  ought  to  be  taken,  except 
at    the    request    of    the    incumbrancers 
or  owner  or  both.     The  result  would  be 
that    where    the    single    Commissioner, 
now  to  be  substituted  for  the  two  Com- 
missioners, was  in  disagreement  with  the 
Land  Judge  it  would  always  be  because 
the  Land  Judge  considered  the  advance 
too  low,  and  the  only  object  of  referring 
the  matter  to  the  three  Commissioners  was 
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to  induce  them  to  accept  the  view  of  the 
Land  Judge  that  theadvanceiirstsuggeBted 
was  too  small.  The  result  wouldbe  to 
put  up  the  price.  He  thought  the  section 
referred  to  did  {lot  refer  to  the  Land  Com- 
missioners. It  dealt  with  the  Commis- 
sioners sent  by  the  Land  Commissioners  to 
inspect  the  holding  and  not  with  the  Land 
Commissioners  who  sat  in  Dublin.  The 
language  of  the  section  was  very  vague 
and  it  ought  to  be  made  clear. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  here,  as 
in  every  other  case,  the  Gk>Tercment  pro- 
posed to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  and  to  reverse  it  in  a  sense 
injurious  to  the  tenants,  as  they  had 
already  reversed  it  in  the  case  of  Lord 
Owen's  estates.  He  had  been  very  curious 
to  see  what  this  Section  40  meant,  and 
he  had  assumed,  as  anyone  would  assume, 
that  there  was  some  machinery  in  it 
which  entitled  Judge  Koss  to  refer  the 
matter  back  to  the  Land  Commission,  but 
upon  looking  it  up  he  found  there  was  no 
machinery  whatever.  This  was  a  most 
mischievous  proposal.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  nobody  saw  these  holdings  at 
all  except  the  inspector.  The  Land  Com- 
missioners did  not  see  them.  The  Land 
Judge  did  not  see  them.  The  Land 
Commissioner  signed  the  report.  The 
words  of  the  section  were — 

"The  Land  Commissionera  shall  at  the 
request  of  the  Laud  Jadge  cause  the  estate  to 
be  inspected." 

They  having  caused  it  to  be  inspected 
and  fixed  the  price.  Judge  Boss,  who  had 
not  seen  the  property,  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  put  the  price  by  the  Land 
Court,  which  had  seen  it,  which  he 
had  no  power  to  do.  This  was  an  attempt 
to  reverse  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  equal 
jurisdiction  with  his  own.  This  was 
part  of  the  Murrough  O'Brien  conspiracy. 
Of  that  he  was  satisfied.  First  of  all  the 
Government  provide  that  the  Land 
Commission  shall  consist  of  only  one  man, 
and  then,  if  Judge  Ross  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  price  that  has  been  arrived  at, 
he  is  to  get  that  man  to  raise  it.  This 
was  an  anti-MuiTOugh  O'Brien  section 
and  M'as  designed  to  turn  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien  out.  He  hoped  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien  would  sit  tight  and  refuse  to  be 
turned  out.  Judge  Ross  had  no  power 
to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  who  were  the  persons  to 
inspect  the  land.     All  he  could  do  was 

Mr.  aShee. 


to  ask  the  receiver  for  a  report.  The 
receiver  was  not  an  independent  person 
at  all  as  compared  with  the  Land  Com- 
missioners. The  Estate  receiver  had 
no  object  whatever  except  to  enhance  the 
value  of  the  report.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  the  class  of  drafting  which  ran 
through  so  many  sections  of  the  Bill  was 
personal  drafting.  This  clause,  he  would 
ventiu%  to  say,  was  drafted  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  and  sent  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  direct  from  that  Court,  and 
whoever  drew  it  drew  it  solely  with  the 
view  of  humiliating  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien,  or  at  any  rate  with  the  view  of 
depriving  the  tenants  of  his  fairness  and 
independence. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
account  of  the  origin  of  the  clause. 
He  believed  the  provisions  of  this  clause 
would  make  Section  40  work  mwe 
smoothly  and  would  not  prejudice  the 
tenants. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  put  down  the 
Amendment  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting, 
some  explanation  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  if  he  were  right  in  believ- 
ing that  if  Sub-section  3  came  into  force 
and  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  was 
suspended  that  the  Estates^Commissioners 
couJi]  proceed  under  Section  6  of  the 
present  Bill,  he  would  withdraw  his. 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  Sub-section  S 
was  drafted  to  deal  with  oases  where  the 
Land  Commissioners  sold  without  any 
advance  at  alL  In  those  cases  under 
Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  nothing 
happened  and  the  Commissioners  had  to 
deal  with  the  case  as  a  congested  estate. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  it  came  to  this:  that 
a  single  Estate  Commissioner  could  make 
a  report  as  to  what  should  be  sold  and,  if 
Judge  Ross  agreed  with  the  Commissioner, 
they  could  settle  the  matter  between 
them.  Under  this  clause  Wrench  and 
Judge  Boss  would  be  able  to  sell  an 
unencumbered  estate,  and  Finucane  and 
Bailey  would  have  nothing  to  say. 

MB.T.M.  HEALY  asked  whether  the 
hon. Member  would  after  the  word  "con 
sideration  "  insert  "  on  any  question 
except  that   of  price."    It    had    been 
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decided  that  Judge  Ro8>  had  no  power 
to  enhance  the  price  fixed  hj  the  Land 
Commisaioners,  and  thia  was  simply  an 
Attempt  to  enable  him  to  say — "The 
f>rice  is  not  big  enough  ;  I  want  you  to 
;give  more."  Unless  the  provision  was 
intended  to  be  hostile  to  the  tenants, 
«ome  such  words  as  had  been  suggested 
were  necessary. 

Ms.  ATKINSON  said  the  object  of 
the  sub-section  was  obvious.  By  Section 
40  of  the  Act  of  1896  more  than  one 
Oommissioner  was  concerned  in  deter- 
mining the  value  of  the  holdings  and  the 
sum  to  be  advanced.  Those  Gommis- 
-sioners  might  disagree,  and  this  sub- 
jection was  intended  to  solve  the  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  no  such  dis- 
tigreements  had  ever  been  heard  of.  It 
was  impossible  for  these  Gentlemen  to 
Jiave  disagreed,  because  if  they  disagreed 
1;hey  could  not  make  a  report ;  they  had 
invariably  made  a  report,  therefore  they 
h&d  not  disagreed.  This  proposal  was 
-simply  an  effort  to  enable  Judge  Ross 
4o  get  over  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
■Appeal  by  which  it  was  laid  down  that 
iie  had  no  authority  to  raise  prices. 


Mb.  TULLY  thought  some  attention 
-should  be  given  to  a  point  which  arose 
when  the  zones  did  not  exist  in  their 
•entiretv.  The  sub-section  simply  meant 
that  Judge  Ross  could  force  prices  above 
the  maxim  urn.- 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  moved  the  insertion 
of  words  limiting  the  reconsideration  to 
"  any  question  other  than  one  of  price." 
The  Land  Judge  would  still  be  able  to 
obtain  from  the  Land  Commission  a 
report  on  any  conceivable  subject 
oxcept  that  of  price  over  which  the 
Court  of  Appeal  had  decided  he  had  no 
jurisdiction.  If  such  jurisdiction  was  to 
be  given,  it  ought  to  be  done  by  actual 
words.  As  it  stood,  the  provision  was 
an  indirect  means  of  enabling  Judge 
Ross  to  subvert  the  law  of  the  land  ;  it 
isould  have  no  other  meaning. 


"  In  page  28,  line  87,  after  the  word  'reoon- 
sidention^  to  insert  the  words  'on  any  qnes- 
tion  other  than  one  of  price.'  "—{Mr.  T.  M. 
Hetdy.) 


Question     proposed, 
words  be  there  inserted.' 


■  That     those 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  reminded  the  hon. 
Member  than  on  an  earUer  clause  the 
Oovemment  had  not  seen  their  way  to 
take  away  from  Judge  Ross  the  discre- 
tion indubitably  vested  in  him  to 
protect  the  interests  of  mortgagees  and 
others  in  the  estate.  The  decisions 
under  Section  40,  as  he  understood, 
were  that  Judge  Ross  must  sell ;  he 
might  not  fix  the  price,  but  he  could  go 
on  refusing  prices  to  the  end  of  time  if 
he  held  that  the  prices  were  unjust  to 
the  persons  whose  interests  he  had  to 
protect.  This  sub«iection  was  intended 
to  bring  such  a  conflict  to  an  issue  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's statement  was  inaccurate  with  re- 
gard to  Section  40.  The  Land  Judge  could 
not  go  on  refusing,  he  was  compelled  by 
statute  to  maice  a  definite  offer  to  the 
tenant.  The  meaning  of  that  was  that 
as  soon  as  the  report  came  in  from  the 
Land  Commission,  the  encumbrancer 
or  any  outside  person  might  offer  more, 
but  the  Land  Judge  was  bound  at 
some  figure  to  give  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  the  tenant.  There  could  not 
be  indefinite  delay.  The  clause  proposed 
an  entire  change  of  procedure,  for  which 
no  case  whatever  had  been  made  out. 
The  proposal  was  simply  that  where 
there  were  no  higher  offers,  the  Land 
Judge  was  to  refer  the  report  back,  and, 
because  he  thought  the  price  not  hi|;h 
enough,  to  bring  to  his  aid  Mr.  Justice 
Meredith  and  Nlr.  Justice  Fitzgerald  to 
overrule  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  in  a  pure 
question  of  price.  Such  a  change  would 
be  most  mischievous  to  the  interests  of 
the  tenants,  and  was  a  reflection  on  the 
draftsman  of  Clause  40— a  clause  which 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  had  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  best  drafted  sections 
that  had  ever  passed  the  British 
Parliament. 
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Mb.  ATKINSON  waa  undeistood  to 
say  that  the  buffloeas  of  Judge  Boas  waa 
to  consider  the  interests  of  all  partiaa, 
and  to  make  to  the  tenants  such  an 
offer  as  he  considered  just  and  reasonable. 
He  had  power  to  fix  the  price  ;  but  he 
had  no  power  to  fix  the  amount  of  the 
advance.  Those  two  things  ought  not 
to  be  confounded.  No  such  substantial 
change  of  procedure  as  had  been  sug- 
gested waa  Deing  made. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  unless  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  was  accepted  it 
would  lead  to  a  great  screwing  up  of 
prices.  Mr.  Sexton's  view  wat  that  the 
result  of  the  operation  of  this  proposal 
would  be  to  induce  the  Land  Judges  to 
put  the  screw  on  the  tenants. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  answer  of  the  Attorney- 
General  was  a  mere  technicality,  because 
the  price  and  the  advance  were  the  same 
thing  so  far  as  the  tenant  was  concerned. 
The  tenant  could  only  offer  what  the 
Land  CSommission  advanced  and  the 
effect  of  this  Amendment  would  be  that 
a  larger  sum  would  be  granted.  No 
delays  had  arisen  by  reason  of  the  action 
of  the  Land  Commission. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  54  agreed  to. 

Clause  55. 

*Mr.  butcher  said  that  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  to  ensure  that 
certain  Crown  reversions  should  be 
valued  like  any  other  Crown  interest  by 
the  Land  Commission  and  should  be  got 
rid  of  under  the  sale  to  the  tenant. 
Some  of  these  reversions  were  a  most 
singular  class  of  property  which  in  the 
open  market  would  not  fetch  one 
farthing.  It  had  been  decided  that  this 
particular  class  of  reversions  with  which 
the  Amendment  dealt  were  not  superior 
interests  vested  in  the  Crown  under  the 
Act  of  1896.  The  value  of  these  rever- 
sions was  not  estimated  like  all  other 
reversions,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
Treasury,  acting  through  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests,  de- 
manded   1  per    cent,    of  the  purchase 


money  as  the  priee  at  which  they 
soki  these  worthless  reversions.  The 
Amendment  proposed  that  these  re- 
versions should  be  valued  like  every 
other  superior  interest  waa  valued  by  the 
Land  Commission,  at  whatever  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a  fair  value.  He  begged  to 
move  tbe  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  DoUin,' 
to  insert  the  words  '(5)  The  expreasioD 
"saperior  interest"  in  Section  31,  Sab-section 
8  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  include  any  revenion 
or  remainder  of  the  (>own  expectant  upon  the 
determination  of  any  estate  in  the  lands  sold 
to  any  person,  and  the  price  or  oompenaatioo 
to  be  paid  in  respect  of  the  redemption  of  U>» 
same  shall  be  determined  iu  the  manner  pn>- 
Tided  by  Section  31  of  the  Act  of  1896  w 
amended  by  this  Act  in  respect  of  superior 
interests  vested  in  tbe  Crown  expectant  » 
the  determination  of  any  lease  or  term.'"— 
{Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted. " 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Has  the  hon. 
Member  obtained  the  assent  of  the 
Crown  7  It  seems  to  me  that  thi» 
Amendment  would  endanger  the  in- 
terest of  the  Crown. 

^  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  might  be  committed 
for  high  treason. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  certainly  had 
not  obtained  the  assent  of  the  Crowi^ 
but  he  thought  the  Chief  Secretary 
might  do  so,  and  thus  sweep  away  what 
was  undoubtedly  a  serious  blot  upon 
the  operation  of  this  Bill  The  effeet 
was  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  get  1 
per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  for 
property  which  was  worth  nothing  »' 
all.  Upon  this  point  he  supposed  It* 
should  have  the  support  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  representing  both 
landlords  and  tenants,  and  if  the  assent 
of  the  Crown  was  necessary  he  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  get  that  assent. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  thmk 
this  is  an  Amendment  which  can  b» 
moved  unless  the  hon.  Member  la 
prepared  to  say  that  he  has  obtained  the 
assent  of  the  Crown.  If  he  has  not 
done  80  his  Amendment  is  out  of  ordec 
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Mr.  butcher  aaked  the  Chief 
Secretary  whether  he  would  take  steps 
to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Grown  and 
introduce  a  similar  proposal  on  Beport. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  It 
iaiout  of  order  to  more  this  proposal 
without  haying  previously  obtained  the 
assent  of  the  Growa 

Mb.  butcher  said  that  Subjection 
6  of  Clause  55  left  it  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests 
to  remit  any  case  involving  a  question  of 
law  or  other  question  to  the  proper  legal 
authority.  His  Amendment  made  the 
subjection  read  that  the  CommissioneTS 
would  be  bound  to  remit  such  a  question 
which  ought  not  to  be  left  to  their 
discretion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  2li,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'may,'  and  insert  the  word  'shalL'" — (Mr. 
Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
•  may '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mb.  O'SHEE  said  that  any  Amend- 
ment intended  to  stir  up  the  Woods 
Commissioners  was  most  important,  for 
they  had  been  the  cause  of  numerous 
delays  in  the  past. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  dause 
had  been  drafted  after  very  long 
conferences  between  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment and  the  CommiMioners  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  and  this  proviso  was  put  in 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them  from 
those  obligations.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper  to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  thought 
that  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  this  matter  was  hardly  fair, 
because  the  whole  of  this  money  was 
taken  out  of  Ireland  and  spent  in 
England,  and  not  one  sixpence  of  it  went 
to  Ireland.  This  was  only  a  question  of 
procedure  to  compel  the  Commissioners  to 
dowhat  they  really  ought  to  do  as  a  matter 
of  course,  and  that  was  to  remit  cases 
to  the  Land  Judge  or  the  Land  Com- 
mission   involving    questions    of    law. 


Was  that  an  unreasonable  thing  1  Why 
should  this  Department,  because  it 
happened  to  be  connected  with  Royal 
properties,  have  a  right  superior  to  any 
other  Department  of  the  State  t 
Surely  the  landlord  was  entitled  to 
some  better  protection.  Considering 
how  strongly  the  landlords  fought  the 
Nationalists  when  they  got  some  con- 
cession from  the  Government,  he  was 
amaced  at  their  patience. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  hoa 
and  learned  Member  for  Louth  was 
probably  aware  that,  as  far  as  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  were 
concerned,  drastic  changes  in  connection 
with  Crown  property  were  not  always 
very  favourably  received. 

Mb.  BUTCHER  said  he  could  not 
conceive  why  the  Commissioners  ^ 
Woods  should  be  entitled  to  decide 
questions  of  law.  They  were  not  a  legal 
body,  and  if  questions  of  law  came  before 
them  these  questions  should  be  remitted 
to  the  Land  Judge.  It  was  the  right  of 
every  subject  to  have  his  case  rcnerred 
to  a  Court  of  law,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  anyone  shetdd  be  deprived  of  that 
right  when  the  Ck>mmi8sioners  of  Woods 
were  conosmed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  did  not  think  he 
oould  make  any  modification  of  the 
clause.  The  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  run  with  other 
parts  of  the  clause.  He  would  con- 
sider the  matter,  for  it  was  not  easy  to 
see  at  short  notice  how  the  clause  oould 
be  amended. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whtther 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
any  objection  to  the  defeat  of  the 
Grovernment  on  the  Amendment. 
Perhaps  it  might  have  some  effect  on 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  have 
a  great  objection  to  the  defeat  of  the 
Government.  Besides,  this  financial 
clause  was  bound  up  with  other  financial 
clauses  to  which  the  representatives  of 
the  tenants  attached  great  importance. 

Amendment,  by   leave,   withdrawn. 
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Mr.  butcher  moved  to  eufastitute 
"Judicial  Commissioner"  for  "Land 
Commission  "  in  Sub-seotion  (6). 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  poKe  29,  line  90,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
'  Land  Commission '  and  insert  the  words 
'Judicial   Commission.'"— (JIfr.  Butcher.) 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would 
accept  that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  butcher  moved  an  Amend- 
ment dealing  with  the  question  of 
costs  in  cases  where  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 
Revenues  are  parties.  When  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  embarked  in  a 
litigation  in  which  thej  were  unsuccess- 
ful they  should  pay  the  costs  of  the 
successful  party.  The  old  theory  that 
costs  should  not  be  « warded  against 
the  Crown  in  unsuccessful  actions  was 
antiquated  and  wrong.  He  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  see  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods,  when  wrong,  should 
pay  in  the  same  way  as  a  private 
individual  who  was  unsuccessful 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  29,  line  35,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'(8)  In  all  cases  in  which  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  are 
parties  to  any  proceedings  in  the  High  Court 
or  the  Land  Commission,  the  Court  or  Judge 
shall  bavo  power  to  award  costs  to  or  against 
said  Commissioners.'  " — (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  agreed  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  a  great 
extent.  The  whole  question  of  costs 
in  ciiuKs  where  the  Crown  was  concerned 
required  consideration.  This  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  that,  nor  was  this 
the  proper  clause  on  which  to  propose 
such  a  change. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  that 
words  should  be  added  so  that  Sub- 
section 7  would  run  in  this  way — "  Rules 
for  the  purpose  of  this  section  shall  be 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Woods, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  such  rules  may  include  rules 
as  to  the  award  of  costs  to  or  against 


the  Comtaissioners  of  Woods."  That 
would  enable  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  to  make  the  rules.  The  Attomey- 
Ghsneral  said  this  was  not  the  time  for 
making  such  a  change  in  the  law.  He 
had  always  noticed  that  was  the  reply 
when  an  inconvenient  proposal  was 
made.  This  would  be  an  admirable 
oocasion  for  making  the  change.  There 
was  no  time  like  the  present,  and  he 
thought  his  proposal  to  leave  it  optional 
to  the  Commissioners  to  make  rules  was 
a  suitable  compromise. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  not  in 
a  position  to  deal  with  the  matter  at 
present.  The  question  was  entirely  for 
the  Treasury,  and  he  would  have  it 
considered  before  the  Report  stage,  but 
he  could  not  hold  out  any  great  hope 
that  a  change  would  be  made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  was  amazed  at 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  standing  up  for 
a  proposal  of  this  kind.  He  reminded 
the  Committee  that  this  was  a  question 
affecting  the  interests  of  tenants,  for 
sales  would  be  hung  up  while  these 
matters  were  being  determined.  He 
remembered  that  Lord  Ormonde's  estate 
took  at  least  eighteen  months  to  litigate. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  able  to  accept  some  such  sag- 
gestion  as  he  had  just  adumbrated. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  wa?  not 
in  a  position  to  accept  the  suggestion 
at  present,  but  he  would  consider  the 
matter  before  Report. 

MR.T.M.HEALYappealedto  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  to  give  favourable 
consideration  to  the  Amendment.  Thu 
was  not  a  matter  to  be  pasded  over  in  a 
cursory  or  summary  manner.  He  was 
sorry  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  presence, 
because  they  knew  the  light  hou.  Gentle- 
raan  was  in  favour  of  free  trade  and  con- 
cessions of  that  kind  being  made. 

And,  it  beinor  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 
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IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair. 

Clause  55. 

Another  Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  29,  line  35,  at  tbe  end,  to  add  the 
■words,  (8)  In  all  cases  in  which  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues 
are  parties  to  any  proceeHinjq  in  the  High 
<7oart  or  the  Land  Comoiission.  the  Conrt  or 
•Tudj^e  shall  have  power  to  award  costs  to  or 
Against  said  Cotnmissioners." — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  question 
of  whether  the  remainder  in  fact  could 
b«  proved  must  depend  on  a  large  num- 
ber of  circumstances.  Some  of  these 
remainders  had  been  created  by  deed  as 
Car  beck  as  Edward  III.,  and  were  depend- 
ent on  certain  individuals  of  clans,  tribes 
or  families.  Take  the  family  of  Butler. 
In  Ireland  there  were  tens  of  thousands 
of  Butlers.  The  reversion  expectant  on 
the  deuth  of  a  Butler  woukl  involve  en- 
quiry as  to  whether  that  Butler  was  the 
true  Butler.  The  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  sitting  in  an  office  in 
Dublin,  were  the  persons  to  determine 
the  value  of  the  reversion  expectant  and 
whether  a  suit  should  be  launched  in 
respect  of  it.  He  put  it  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  was  it  fair  or  reasonable  that 
they  should  begin  legislation  of  that  kind, 
and  put  the  parties  who  were  owners  in 
presentee  to  enormous  expense,  and  when 
they  were  beaten,  as  he  hoped  they  would 
be  in  every  case,  that  they  should  escape 
scatheless  from  the  burden  which  was 
imposed  upon  the  humblest  of  litigants  ? 
He  put  this  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
-dignity  of  the  Crown  itself,  in  whose 
name  so  much  unnecessary  litigation 
was  commenced.  If  it  had  been  a  land- 
lord question  he  should  have  no  interest 
■n  it,  but  he  looked  at  it  from  the  tenant's 
point  of  view.      Take  the  case    of  a 


solicitor  selling  an  estate.  He  would  have 
to  make  copies  of  an  enormous  number 
of  deeds,  some  of  which  would  l-e  written 
in  Latin  or  old  Norman,  which  would  be 
very  difficult  to  read,  which  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  would  not  be 
able  to  read,  and  which  he  did  not 
believe  even  the  Chief  Secretary,  with  all 
his  attainments,  would  be  able  to  read. 
In  fact,  there  was  only  one  person  who 
could  read  them,  and  that  was  Mr.  Wale, 
^ho  had  just  been  raised  to  the  magistracy 
of  Dublin.  And  while  all  this  was  being 
done  the  tenants  would  be  waiting  to 
have  the  fee-simple  vested  in  them.  This 
would  not  occur  only  in  one  case  but  in 
tens  of  thousands  of  cases,  because  every- 
one knew  that  the  tendency  of  a  family 
in  Ireland  was  not  to  perish,  and  the 
question  of  a  family  having  perished 
would  not  arise,  and  it  was  not  fair  that 
the  burden  and  the  intolerable  delay 
involved  should  be  thrown  upon  the 
people.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  he  would  consider  this  matter  on  the 
Koport  stage,  but  it  could  not  be  put  off 
till  then.  It  was  a  matter  of  finance,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  very 
well  that  if  he  attempted  to  deal  with  a 
matter  of  finance  on  Report,  Mr.  Speaker 
would  rule  him  out  of  order.  It  was  a 
matter  that  must  be  determined  here  and 
now.  It  could  not  be  raised  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  because  it  was  a  matter  of 
Commons  privilege.  He  therefore  sug- 
gested that  the  rules  should  include  a 
rule  as  to  the  awarding  of  costs.  Up  to 
now  both  the  landlords  and  tenants  had 
treated  the  Government  very  fairly. 
They  had  not  pressed  their  objections 
unduly,  and  it  would  be  deplorable  that  a 
division  should  be  taken  at  this  time 
when  the  Government  had  not  their 
forces  behind  them.  This  would  rest 
like  the  mildew  of  delay  upon  the  whole 
process  of  the  Irish  Courts,  and  if  these 
actions  were  started  at  all  they  ought  to 
be  started  under  a  penalty  for  costs. 

The  SOLICITOR -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin 
University)  thought  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  attached  undue  importance  to 
this  question.  It  was  an  absolutely 
insignificant  matter.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  to  start  a  number  of  actions  as 
the  hon.  Member  suggested  they  might. 
The  Commissioners  of  Woods  were  not  a 
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corporation,  and  had  no  power  to  pursue 
in  their  own  name.  They  had  a  power 
to  appear  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  but  it 
was  always  open  to  the  Judge  to  order 
the  question  to  be  determined  by  action 
at  law ;  and  in  that  case  the  action 
must  be  entered  by  the  Attorney -General, 
and  in  the  event  of  its  being  unsuccessful 
there  was  the  ordinary  litigant's  liability 
for  costs.  In  99  cases  out  of  100 
toe  claim  of  the  Commissioners  in  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  was  admitted,  so 
that  the  whole  matter  was  really  unim- 
portant. 


♦Mr.  butcher  said  the  explanation 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
only  proved  that  the  position  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests  was 
more  untenable  than  he  had  thought, 
because  it  came  to  this,  that  if  thmr  in- 
dulged in  litigation  outside  the  Land 
Court  they  had  to  proceed  through  the 
medium  of  the  Attomey-GeneraT,  and 
were  liable  to  costs  if  unsuccessful ; 
whereas  in  any  proceedings  before 
the  Land  Court  or  the  Land  Judge 
they  were  to  get  off  without  costs 
at  all.  He  asked  that  they  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  the 
Land  Court  as  they  were  in  other  Courts. 
He  understood  that  the  subject  was 
under  consideration,  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  unwise  to  allow  this  question 
to  go.  They  had  now  an  opportunity, 
as  he  understood,  of  putting  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests  on  an 
intelligible  basis.  They  could  put  them 
in  a  reasonable  position  to-night,  and  he 
.  hoped  they  would  do  so,  and  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  allow  them  to 
put  an  end  to  the  peculiar  and  unreason- 
able [tosition  in  which  they  now  found 
these  Commissioners. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  to  some 
extent  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  met  the  position.  He  thought  the 
best  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  now 
would  be  to  provide  at  the  end  of  the 
clause  that  no  proceedings  should  be 
taken  under  this  clause  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests  except 
in  the  name  of  the  Attomey-GeneraL 
He  did  not  see,  after  what  had  been  said, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
object  to  that 

Mr.  James  Campbell. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  far  from 
saying  that  anything  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  urged  was  un- 
reasonable, but  he  would  ask  him  to 
listen  while  he  replied  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  who  had  urged  that 
they  should  not  allow  this  question  to 
go  now  that  they  had  got  hold  of  it  It 
might  be  a  poesibly  harassing  element 
imported  into  land  purchase  in  Ireland, 
but  in  spite  of  his  nest  endeavours  he 
had  not  been  able  to  deal  witii  Crown 
rights  in  this  Bill.  They  would  all  agree 
onReport  toreoommitthe  Billon  this  point 
when  it  could  be  adjusted.  When  the 
Bill  had  become  an  Act,  and  experience 
had  shown  the  exceptional  position  of 
these  reversionary  interests,  it  would  be 
easy  to  convince  Parliament  of  the 
necessity  of  dealing  with  the  matter 
in  an  exceptional  way.  To  pursue 
the  controversy  now  only  retarded 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  undertake  t» 
recommit  the  Bill  on  Clause  6S  hi 
would  not  pursue  the  question.  He 
accepted  the  position  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  taken — viz.,  thtt 
he  would,  on  the  Report  stage,  agree 
to  the  recommittal  of  Clause  65,  ii 
it  was  necessary  to  argue  this  question 
of  Crown  rent. 

*Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  after  the 
assurance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemsn, 
he  would  withdraw  his  Amendment 

.  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  56. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  30,  line  6,  at  end  to  add  the  wordi^ 
'  (3)  The  trustees  of  any  estate  sold  nnder  this 
Act  or  the  Public  Trustee  may,  afier  liqnui*' 
tion  of  all  liabilities,  on  the  applicatioo  w  tkt 
landlord  or  his  representatives,  advaaee  eat  <* 
the  purchase  money  to  the  landlord  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  yeai^  purchase.' "—(Dr.  Tho»f- 
son.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  word* 
be  there  added." 

♦Thb  CHAIRMAN  said  he  was  not 
quite   sure   whether    this   Amendment 
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yr&»  really  an  Amendment  to  the  clause, 
or  whether  it  ought  not  to  come  as  a 
separate  clause.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  would  elucidate  1 

Dr.  THOMPSON  snid  he  was  not 
quite  sure  himself  whether  the  Amend- 
ment was  relevant.  The  object  was  to 
further  induce,  if  possible,  the  landlord 
to  sell  bj  enabling  the  trustees  or  the 
Public  Trustee  to  give  him  a  year's  rent 
out  of  the  money  at  their  disposal 

Mk.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  land- 
lord would  get  any  balance  that  was  left 
after  all  the  charges  against  the  estate 
were  satisfied;  but  the  idea  <rf  the 
trustees  paying  away  one  year's  rent  out 
of  trust  funds  which  did  not  belong  to 
them  was  absurd,  and  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  to  authorise  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  said  he  might  state 
that  the  Amendment  had  been  drawn 
up  for  him  by  a  lawyer. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  56  agreed  to. 

Clause  57  agreed  to. 

Clause  68. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  30,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  Land  CommiasioD,'  and  insert  the  words 
'.Judicial  Commissionrr.' " — {Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  Land  Commission  '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  could 
quite  understand  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner going  in  where  there  was  a 
question  of  law ;  but  this  was  a  question 
of  price,  and  what  had  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  to  do  with  that } 

Mr.  ATKINSON  pointed  out  that  the 

firice  was  to  be  determined  by  the  Land 
Commission  or  the  Land  Judge. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the 
Liind  Judge  was  practically  an 
auctioneer. 


Mr  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the  most 
ignorant  man  would  have  to  yield  to- 
argument.  He  suggested  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  to  leave  things  as- 
they  were.  In  his  opinion,  it  did  not 
matter  a  button  whether  the  price  was- 
determined  by  the  Land  Commistioa 
or  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid> 
moved : — 

"  In  Clause  58,  pace  30,  line  29,  at  end,  add 
'  and  in  no  case  shaU  the  redemption  price  of 
the  superior  interest  to  which  any  holding  is- 
subjeot  (inolnding  the  cost  of  proving  the  title 
to  such  superiur  interest)  exceed  the  amount- 
of  the  purchase  money  advanced  in  respect  of 
such  holding,  exclusive  of  any  percentage  pekjf- 
able  to  the  vendor  under  Section  43  of  this- 
Act ' " 

He  said  that  when  the  middleman  land- 
lord and  the  occupying  tenant  came  to- 
adjust  their  respective  interests  the 
head  landlord  would  in  many  cases 
get  all  the  benefit,  and  the  middle- 
man landlord,  without  whose  consent- 
the  sale  could  not  be  carried  out, 
would  get  nothing.  If  the  middleman 
agreed  to  sell,  he  would  be  subjecting; 
himself  to  an  immense  amount  of  cost,, 
and  trouble  and  in  the  end  would 
have  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
owner  of  the  superior  interest  quietly 
pocketing     the    whole    of    the     money 

g'ven  in  respect  of  the  tranaction. 
uman  nature  being  what  it  is,  it 
was  very  certain  that  in  these  circum- 
stances many  middlemen  landlords  would 
decide  to  hold  on  to  their  land,  if  the- 
clause  were  carried  in  its  present  form,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  tenants  would  be- 
debarred  from  becoming  the  owners  of 
their  holdings.  He  was  desirous  that  the 
same  facilities  should  be  given  to  occupy- 
ing tenants  who  held  under  middlemen 
landlords  as  were  granted  to  tenants  who- 
held  under  other  tenures.  But  the  clause 
as  it  stood  practically  asked  the  middle- 
men landlords,  who  had  been  very  hard 
hit  by  the  two  reductions  of  rent  which 
they  bad  had  to  make  to  their  tenants,  to* 
bear  the  whole  of  any  loss  resulting  from 
the  scheme  of  land  purchase.  That,  in. 
his  judgment,  was  imfair.  If  the  pur- 
chase advance,  apart  from  the  bonus,  was 
insufficient  to  meet  all  the  charges  on  the- 
land,  then  the  various  interests  concerned,, 
including  that  of  the  head  owner,  should 
bear  a  proportionate  share  of  the  loss  coq» 
nected'  with  the  transfer  of  the  land. 
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Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  30,  line  29,  at  end,  to  add  the  words, 
*  and  in  do  caae  shall  the  redemption  price  of 
the  superior  interest  to  vhich  any  holding  is 
subject  (including  the  cost  of  provins  the 
title  to  such  superior  interest)  exceed  the 
amoont  of  the  purchase  money  advanced  in 
respect  of  snch  holding,  exclusive  of  any  per- 
centage, payable  to  the  vendor  under  Section 
43  of  this  Act.'  "—{Jfr.  Lotudale.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
-accept  the  Amendment,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  absolutely  unworkable 
and  wreck  the  whole  Bill.  Land  tenure 
in  Ireland  was  already  sufficiently  compli- 
cated without  introducing  another  compli- 
cation. Perhape  his  hon.  friend  meant  to 
take  a  general  bird's  eye  view  of  the  whole 
-estate,  but  the  words  he  proposed  to 
introduce  were  unnecessary,  because  they 
•could  not  take  more  out  of  the  purchase 
price  than  there  was  in  it. 

♦Mr.  LONSDALE  said  that  what  he 
wanted  was  that  the  middleman  landlord 
should  not  bear  the  whole  cost  of  the 
transfer. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the 
Amendment  did  not  state  that.  There 
was  a  great  inducement  to  the  middle- 
men landlords  to  sell,  irrespective  of  all 
matters  connected  with  the  redemption 
of  the  superior  interest. 

Mr  T.  M.  HEALY  confessed  that  he 
could  not  see  how  the  case  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  was  to  be 
met.  When  the  redemption  price  was 
more  than  the-  advance,  what  was  to 
happen  then  ?  Where  was  the  money  to 
•come  from  1  The  question  would  have  to 
be  grappled  with  when  the  Trinity 
Ooliege  estates  came  up  for  review. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  admitted 
that  the  Trinity  College  case  was  more 
unique  and  complicated  than  any  other, 
and  it  would  come  up  later  on.  It  had 
been  said  that  under  the  Ashbourne  Act 
the  proceedings  had  gone  on  perfectly 
well,  that  under  that  Act  the  superior 
interest  was  taken  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  but  that  occurred  very  rarely. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  had  occurred 
-within  the  last  three  months. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  under  ex- 
isting procedure  it  was  clearly  a  case  for 
arbitration  ;  but  under  this  Bill  there  vas 
an  appeal  to  the  Land  Judge,  or  Judicial 
Commissioner.  He  knew  of  no  case  of 
the  redemption  of  the  superior  interest 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years.  No 
doubt  there  were  difficulties,  and  that  was 
the  main  reason  why  he  proposed  to  give 
the  bonus  to  the  vendor.  The  proposal 
in  the  Bill  was,  on  the  whole,  a  vast  im- 
provement on  the  existing  procedure. 

Mk  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
practically  amoimteid  to  this,  that  they 
could  not  meet  the  difficulty  that  had 
arisen,  and  that  the  cases  were  not 
numerous.  But  such  cases  did  exist. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  hinted  that 
when  the  amount  of  funds  was  limited, 
they  should  cut  their  coat  according  to 
their  cloth,  but  that  did  not  solve  the 
difficulty. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  oui 
that  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
redemption  money  would  be  insufficient 
would  be  very  few  indeed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  suggested  that  the 
clause  provided  a  rough  -  and  -  ready 
solution  which  would  go  far  to  meet 
the  difficulty  raised  by  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh. 
If,  after  the  Bill  had  been  in  operation 
some  years,  cases  of  exceptional  difficolty 
arose,  they  could  be  dealt  with  by  their 
successors  should  Parliament  see  fit  to 
do  so.  No  doubt  there  were  difficulties, 
but  the  general  plan  of  giving  the  bonus 
to  the  vendor  would,  in  his  opinion, 
afford  the  best  solution — if  a  rough-and- 
ready  one — in  ninety-nine  cases  of  diffi- 
culty out  of  every  hundred. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  referred  to  the  action  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  in  raising  the 
rents  of  the  middlemen  by  45  per  cent, 
whereas  the  rents  had  been  reduced 
by  40  per  cent,  through  the  operation  of 
the  Land  Act.  These  middlemen  would 
not  be  induced  by  this  Bill  to  sell, 
especially  as  Trinity  College  was  holding 
out  for  a  redemption  of  the  head  rent  at 
twenty-seven  years.  Some  7,000  tenants 
were  affected  by  this,  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, a  very  serious  matter. 
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Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  lie  could  only 
repeat  that  the  case  of  Trinity  College 
was  one  of  great  complexity,  but  he  did 
not  see  how  the  Amendment  would  solve 
the  difficulty. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  We  had  better 
defer  this  discussion  till  we  come  to  the 
question  of  Trinity  College. 

'  Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  K)  asked 
how  the  head  rents  were  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  tenants,  as  a  rule,  were  pre- 
pared to  give  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
years  purchase,  while  the  landlords  were 
demanding  twenty-five  years  purchase. 
The  result  would  be  that  sales  would  be 
blocked  all  over  Ireland.  Were  the 
Estates  Commissioners  empowered  to 
make  any  terms  on  this  point  ?  He  had 
heard  of  a  case  in  his  own  constituency 
in  which  the  landlords  were  asking 
thirty-three  years  purchase  !  How  was 
such  a  case  to  be  dealt  with  t 

Mr.  ATKINSON  was  understood  to 
say  that  disputes  as  to  superior  interests 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  means  of 
arbitration.  That  was  provided  for 
under  existing  Acts. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.) 
said  he  had  some  personal  experience 
in  this  matter,  as  he  waa  an  unfortunate 
middleman.  He  wanted  to  sell  to  his 
tenants,  but  he  did  not  know  what  price 
his  head  landlord  would  get  for  his  bead 
rent.  He  got  40  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
rent.  How  was  he  to  determine  at 
what  price  he  could  sell  to  the  tenants 
until  he  knew  what  he  was  himself  to 
be  allowed.  The  head  landlord  haying 
a  superior  interest  might  be  entitled  to 
5  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent,  more  than 
the  middleman,  but  the  proportion 
ought  to  be  settled  in  the  Act  itself, 
otherwise  the  middleman  might  be  in 
a  very  unfortunate  position  for  the 
tenants. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  value  of  his 
interest  wiU  depend  on  the  rent. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Middlemen  may 
make  up  their  minds  that  they  will  be 
flung  to  the  winds. 

Mb.  butcher  asked  as  to  the  tithe 
rent-charge.  It  was  suggested  that  in< 
no  case  would  more  than  twenty  years 
purchase  be  allowed  for  that.  He  hoped, 
that  that  would  be  altered,  and  that  the 
question  of  redemption  would  be  adjudi- 
oated  upon  in  a  proper  way. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  the  owners  of  tithe 
rent-charge  had  only  their  own  brutality 
to  thank  for  the  position  in  which  they 
found  themselves.  It  served  them 
right. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  reminded  the  tithe 
owners  that  they  reaped  an  enormous 
advantage  under  the  last  Local  Qovem- 
ment  (Ireland)  Act.  Trinity  College  alone 
gained  at  least  £1,000  a  year  under 
that  Act.  The  middleman  also  reaped 
great  advantage,  and  now  they  found 
themselves  between  the  '  upper  and. 
nether  millstones,  and  would  be  ground 
to  powder.  The  sooner  they  made  up 
their  minds  to  a  speedy  death  the  better 
it  woukl  be  for  them. 

Clause  58,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  59,  60,  61,  62,  and  63  agreed 
to 

Clause  64. 

♦  Mr.  HEMPHILL  moved  to  add  that 
the  determination  of  any  such  questions 
should  have  the  effect  of  and  be  subject 
to  the  same  right  of  appeal  as  a  final 
order  of  the  High  Court.  His  object 
was,  he  said,  to  secure  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Divi 
sional  Court  to  the  High  Court.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  accepting  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  32,  line  7,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words  '  and  any  such  determination  sh&ll  have 
the  effect  of  and  be  subject  to  the  same  right 
of  appeal  as  a  final  order  of  the  High  Court.' " 
—{Mr.  ffempkill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word 


be  there  added. 
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M».  JAMES  CAMPBELL :  We  accept 
:the  Amendment,  although  we  hardly 
think  it  necessary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  64,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  66, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) 
imoved  to  amend  the  proviso  in  the  second 
«ub-8ection  by  altering  seven  years  to 
two  years  as  the  period  after  which  sink- 
ing fimd  payments  should  be  made  for 
land  not  disposed  of.  He  expressed  the 
opinion  that  without  compulsory  powers 
ihere  never  would  be  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  Connaught ;  but  even  with  the 
powers  at  present  possessed  by  the  Con- 

fested  Districts  Board  they  ought  to 
ave  effected  at  least  ten  times  as  much 
MS  they  had  done  in  the  way  of  getting 
people  on  to  holdings  of  a  decent  size. 
It  was  a  matter  of  supreme  importance 
that  the  Committee  should  give  serious 
.attention  to  this  part  of  the  Bill,  which 
4tffected  at  least  half  a  million  of  tbeir 
people.  He  was  afraid  that  the  congested 
districts  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  its 
weakest  part  Had  it  not  been  for  the  con- 

fested  districts  diflBculty  they  would  never 
ave  had  that  Bill,  and  it  could  not  be 
too  stroi^ly  stated  that  if  the  principal 
•object  of  the  Bill  was  the  peace  of 
Ireland  it  ran  a  serious  risk  of  failure 
unless  these  clauses  were  very  materially 
altered  for  the  better,  and  unless  above 
all  the  Congested  Districts  Board  could 
be  in  some  way  stimulated  and  spurred 
•on  to  more  rapid  progress.  They  were 
now  in  this  position.  They  knew  what 
-was  wrong  and  what  was  the  only 
KK)mplete  remedy,  and  yet  year  after  year, 
rsince  1890,  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  only  done  for  a  few  score  of 
tenants  what  it  ought  to  have  done  for 
thousands.  In  thirteen  years,  out  of  an 
income  of  something  nearly  approaching 
a  million  of  money,  they  had  only  suc- 
ceeded in  migrating  some  sixty  or  seventy 
tenants,  while,  in  the  same  period,  from 
80,000  to  90,000  of  the  cream  of  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  country 
had  gone  abroad.  There  must  be  some- 
thing wrong  which  induced  such  a 
finicking  policy.  He  was  afraid  that 
if  the  present  Board  had  compulsory 
powers    the    results    would    be    almost 


equally  inaigiiificant  It  waa  neceaiar; 
in  his  opinion  to  completely  revolutionise 
their  present  methods.  In  his  humble 
judgment,  the  moment  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  got  possession  of  an 
estate  they  ought  to  divide  it  into  hid- 
ings of  a  reasonftUe  sise,  hand  it  over  at 
once  to  die  new  purchasers,  and  make 
any  necessary  advances  to  them  for  re- 
building their  homes  or  for  fencing; 
but  let  the  peofde  do  the  work  of  im- 
provement themselves.  Let  them  give 
the  people  possession  of  the  land  for  the 
same  money  which  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  paid  to  the  landk)Tds 
originally.  Under  the  present  system, 
a  single  official,  no  doubt  very  com 
petent — Mr.  Doran — wss  first  required 
to  inquire  into  every  particular  of  ever; 
estate  to  be  purchased.  After  it  wu 
purchased  he  was  required  to  setUe 
everything  as  to  the  re-arrangement  of 
every  particular  holding— questions  of 
boundaries,  turbary  and  every  little 
village  dispute.  After  that,  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  began  to  under 
take  an  elaborate  series  of  Duilding,  feiu- 
ing,  draining  and  other  works,  whicb 
went  on  for  years;  the  Board  all  the 
time  retaining  the  land  in  their  own 
hands  and  obliged  to  employ  an  enormoni 
staff  of  officials  in  carrying  out  work 
which,  without  offence,  he  might  call 
grandmotherly  improvements.  After  all 
those  years,  when  at  last  the  land  vas 
re-sold  to  the  tenants,  they  had  to  bur 
the  improvements  as  well  as  to  pay  the 
purchase  money  originally  paid  by  the 
Board.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  an  jthiog 
harsh  about  the  work  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ;  but  this  work  oi 
model  cottage  building,  this  benevdent 
despotism  as  to  the  affairs  of  every  parti- 
cular tenant,  might  have  been  advissUe 
at  the  beginning  of  these  operations  by 
way  of  experiment,  but  he  submitted  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  it  was  intoler- 
able that  that  sort  of  thing  should  go  on 
any  longer.  Life  was  not  long  enough. 
While  the  Board  was  spoon  feeding— he 
I  did  not  wish  to  put  it  offensively — a  few 
I  score  of  show  tenants,  the  population 
j  was  flying  and  the  country  was  losin; 
I  the  very  cream  of  its  young  men,  wh  > 
I  would  really  make  migratory  schemes  n 
success  if  they  got  a  chance,  and  would 
regenerate  the  country.    What  the  Bosrd 
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was  doing  was  re-colonising  the  country, 
just  as  if  it  were  a  new  country.  It 
was,  however,  a  richer  country  than 
moat  of  the  colonies,  and  it  was  certainly 
not  by  tedious  methods  of  experiment, 
lueh  as  were  practised  by  the  Board, 
that  the  colonies  were  made  populous 
And  prosperous. 

He  would  give  the  Committee  some 
particulars  of  the  monstrous  snails-pace 
at  which  the  land  purchase  and  re-sale 
operations  of  the  Board  were  carried  on. 
The  Clare  Island  estate  was  purchased 
in  1895,  and  was  not  re-sold  to  the  tenants 
until  five  years  afterwards;  and  the 
tenants  were  obliged  to  pay  £10,000  pur- 
chase money  where  the  Board  had  only 
paid  £5,000.  No  doubt  the  tenants  had 
the  benefit  of  the  balance  in  improve- 
ments ;  but  they  could  have  done  tolerably 
well  without  such  expensive  improve- 
ments. One  of  them  was  a  sort  of  Great 
Wall  of  China  built  right  across  the 
Island  from  one  end  to  the  other  ;  and 
'during  all  the  time  that  work  was  being 
carried  out^  the  money  and  energy  of  the 
Board  were  lost  to  other  estates  in  just  as 

freat  need  of  assistance  as  Clare  Island, 
he  Port  Boyal  estate  was  purchased  in 
1898,  and  after  five  years'  delay  has  not 
yet  been  re-sold  to  the  tenants.  There 
.again  a  large  sum  had  been  spent  in  im- 
provements ;  but  the  tenants  did  not  ask 
iot  them ;  and  they  would  have  to  pay 
ior  them  in  addition  to  paying  the  pur- 
chase-money that  the  Board  originally 
j)aid.  In  another  estate  there  was  also 
a  delay  of  five  years,  and  the  tenants  did 
<not  yet  know  how  much  purchase-money 
they  would  have  to  pay.  As  long  ago  as 
■June,  1899,  Lord  Sligo  announced  that  he 
was  ready  to  sell  half  of  his  enormous 
«state  ;  and  the  Board  had  1)een  for  four 
years  nibbling  at  negotiations  for  its  pur- 
Kshase.  Hebeueved — the  right hon.  Gentle- 
man would  correct  him  if  he  were  wrong 
— that  more  than  a  year  ago  the  bargain 
-was  practically  completed ;  and  yet  from 
that  day  to  this  the  Board  had  not  taken 
■one  practical  step  which  would  enable 
the  tenants  to  know  what  their  fate  was 
to  be.  He  would  give  a  still  more  glar- 
ing instance  of  how  the  system  had  failed 
to  work.  On  Lord  Lucan's  estate  there 
were  eighteen  families  living  on  twenty- 
two  acres  of  worn-out  land,  and  outside 
the  fence  there  was  a  rich  grazing  tract, 
large  enough  to  give  them  comfortable 
farms,   which   was    in    the    hands  of  a 


broken-down  grazier  who  might  be  very 
easily  dealt  with  indeed.  Fifteen  months 
ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  compli- 
mented Lord  Luean  on  his  unselfishness 
in  having  consented  to  sell  his  estate. 
He  need  not  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  what  delight  those  poor  people 
learned,  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
own  authority,  that  that  estate  had  been 
purchased  by  the  Board,  and  that  they 
would  have  a  glorious  chance  of  getting 
their  holdings  enlarged ;  yet  not  a  single 
step  had  since  been  taken  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  those  poor  people,  even  to  this 
day,  were  left  in  miserable  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  estate  was  purchased  or  not. 
There  was  no  earthly  reason,  if  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Board  had  only  been  carried 
on  with  proper  expedition,  why  the 
bargain  should  not  have  been  completed, 
and  why  the  tenants  should  not  now  be 
raising  their  first  crop  on  their  enlarged 
holdings,  instead  of  being  obliged  to  cross 
over  to  England  for  the  harvest,  and 
instead  of  the  poor  girls  being  compelled 
in  greater  numbers  than  ever  to  go  to 
America.  The  Dillon  estate  was  the  one 
considerable  operation  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  to  show  for  thirteen 
years  work,  and  even  then  they  had 
failed  to  stop  the  exodus  of  labourers  to 
England.  The  Board  had  failed  to  pro- 
vide the  people  with  economic  hold- 
ings simply  because  they  had  failed 
to  purchase  the  magnificent  grass 
tracts  that  bounded  the  estate  and 
extended  for  twenty  or  twenty-five 
miles  away  to  Claremorris  and  Ballin- 
robe. 

The  cases  he  had  mentioned  were 
all  cases  taken  from  the  one  single  county 
in  Connaught  where  the  Board  had  any 
thing  considerable  to  show  for  themselves. 
As  to  the  other  congested  counties  in 
Connaught,  and  still  more  outside  Con- 
naught,  the  operations  of  the  Board  had 
been  merely  a  drop  in  the  bucket ;  and 
they  did  not  even  attempt  to  deal  with  this 
problem.  He  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  it  was  not  in  any  mere  fault- 
finding spirit  that  he  had  quoted  those 
instances.  He  knew  the  difficulties,  and 
did  full  justice  to  the  good  intentions  of  the 
Board,  to  the  abiUty  of  Mr.  Doran,  and 
to  the  very  remarkable  insight  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  had  with 
reference  to  this  question.  He  undoubt- 
edly knew  more  about  it  than  any  other 
English  statesman  had  ever  learned  ;  but 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  perhaps 
excuse  him  if  he  spoke  with  some  little 
heat  on  the  subject,  because  he  lived 
amonest  those  poor  people  and  it  was 
heart-breaking  to  see  year  passing  after 
year  without  anything  substantial  being 
done,  until  the  people  were  absolutely 
sick  with  hope  deferred  and  grasped  at 
the  oppottunity  of  a  passage  ticket  to 
take  them  to  America.  They  must  be 
cruel  to  be  kind ;  but  he  would  tell  the 
Giovemment  that  they  would  be  living  in 
a  fool's  paradise  if  they  thought  they 
wore  going  to  save  Connaught  by 
peddling  transactions  of  that  kind.  The 
Amendment  he  proposed  was  only  one 
means,  and  a  very  imperfect  means, 
of  remedying  those  delays — namely,  by 
putting  some  sort  of  penalty  upon  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  this  system 
of  retaining  land  in  their  own  hands  for 
an  unconscionably  long  period.  The 
clause  seemed  to  contemplate  that  seven 
years  was  not  altogether  an  abnormal 
period  for  land  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board ;  and  if  that  were  the  theory 
to  be  acted  upon,  they  would  simply  be 
dragging  along  for  another  century,  no 
doubt  carrying  out  a  certain  number  of 
interesting  and  well-meant  experiments, 
but  failii^  utterly  to  do  what  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Tnam  once  said  was  the 
sovereign  scheme — namely,  to  give  the 
people  the  land,  and  "Give  the  people 
meat,"  he  said,  "  and  thev  will  cook  it." 
This  Amendment  was  only  one  means  of 
hastening  the  operations  of  the  Board; 
but  his  hon.  friends  would  propose  other 
Amendments.  Some  stimulus  was  wanted 
to  put  an  end  to  a  system  which  had 
really  reduced  the  whole  operations  of 
the  Board  to  a  nullity,  and  to  a  com- 
plete fiasco  and  failure  in  the  congested 
districts  of  Connaught.  Section  3  pro- 
posed to  further  empower  the  Board  to 
charge  the  tenant  with  the  cost  of  those 
expensive  improvements,  but  he  believed 
the  first  thing  the  Board  should  do  was 
to  abandon  those  costly  fiddle-faddles,  if 
he  might  be  excused  for  so  describing 
them.  He  would  repeat  that  even  with  the 
powers  at  present  possessed  by  the  Board, 
at  least  ten  times  as  much  land  could 
have  been  bought  up  by  this  time,  and 
distributed  among  the  people.  He 
begged  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
let  the  people  make  their  own  improve- 
ments. Let  them  not  be  too  pedantic 
about  insisting  that  everything  should 
Mr.  William  O'Brien. 


be  in  apple-pie  order ;  let  the  people  be 
given  the  land  without  delay,  and  at 
cost  price,  and  as  fast  as  ever  it  could  be 
bought ;  and  they  might  safely  trust  to 
the  good  sense  and  enterprise  of  the 
people  to  make  necessary  improvements,, 
which  they  could  carry  out  at  one-tenth 
of  the  cost  that  would  be  incurred  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board.  He 
begged  the  right  hon.  (xentleman  to  oon- 
sideir  whether  the  Amendment  would  not 
be  giving  a  hint  which  was  badly  wanted 
to  the  Board,  that  they  ought  not  to 
dally  over  this  work,  that  they  ought  to 
hurry  on  what  was  necessary  and  in- 
evitable, and  let  the  ornamental  take 
care  of  itself.  He  would  impress  on  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  in  this  matter  be 
could  do,  practically  speaking,  what  he 
pleased,  without  the  slightest  difficulty 
or  controversy.  There  was  no  conflict 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  he 
begged  him  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  opportunity. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  32,  line  22,  to  leave  oat  the  won! 
'eeven,  and  insert  the  word  'two.'" — [Mr. 
William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  wcm) 
'  seven '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  said  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  great  im- 

Sortance  of  the  subject,  but  he  would 
nd  it  rather  hard  to  reply  without 
travelling  outside  the  scope  of  the  Amend- 
ment, and  showing  some  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  Board  had  to  contend. 
He  would,  of  course,  deal  with  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member. 

Mr.  Wn^LIAM  CBEIEN :  Not 
learned. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  said  then  they 
started  on  the  same  basis.  The  great 
difficulty  of  the  Board  in  dealing  with 
congested  districts  was  generally  the 
want  of  money,  and  nothing  else.  The 
hon-  Gentleman  instanced  the  case  of 
Lord  Sligo's  estate.  The  reason  why 
that  estate  was  not  bought  was  not 
because  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
were  dilatory  in  their  operations ;  it  w»s 
entirely  a  question  of  money.  Land 
stock  fell,  and  neither  party  would  accept 
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the  consequence  of  that  fall,  and  they 
had  been  beating  the  air  ever  since. 
Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  instanced  the 
<iase  of  Lord  Lucan's  estate ;  again  the 
difSculty  of  the  Board  there  was  a  money 
difficulty.  The  purchase  of  Lord  Dillon  s 
estate  exhausted  all  the  available  funds 
of  the  Board  for  the  counties  of  Mayo 
and  Boscommon ;  and  when  they  tried 
to  deal  with  Lord  Lucan's  very  patriotic 
offer,  they  could  not  do  so  because  their 
fundis  were  exhausted.  The  delay  had 
been  great,  and  the  disappointment 
had  been  great.  Under  the  Act  of 
1896  the  Board  were  allowed  to  borrow 
up  to  the  capital  value  of  the  Irish 
CJhurch  Surplus  Fund;  but  that  was 
A  comparatively  small  sum,  and  when 
it  was  divided  up  between  the  different 
counties  it  only  amounted  to  a  few 
hundred  thousands  for  each  county,  which 
was  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  Board  to 
go  in  for  any  large  scheme  of  migration. 
At  last  a  blow  was  struck,  and  the  Dillon 
estate  was  bought.  It  was  the  first 
big  practical  effort  made  by  the  Board, 
but  it  swallowed  up  the  whole  of  the 
«redit  of  the  Board  in  Mayo  and  Ros- 
common, so  that  nothing  more  could  be 
done  in  those  coimties ;  and  it  threw  such 
«  stress  on  the  means  of  the  Board  then 
available  for  carrying  out  all  such  opera- 
tions, that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Board 
to  act  as  boldly  as  they  otherwise  would 
liave  acted.  He  was  very  largely  in 
agreement  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  said  that  it  would  be  unnecessary  in 
the  future  to  act    so    exclusively  as  a 

Eatemal  Government.     In  saying  that, 
owever,  he  did  not  criticise  the  action  of 
the  Board  in  the  past.     The  standard 
•which  the  Board  had   set  up  had  been 
imitated  elsewhere.     It  was  necessary  to 
have  a  working  model ;  and  he  thought 
the   Board   were  right   in  supplying  it.  | 
The  Board  were  right  in  pursuing  that  l 
■course,    because     the    work     that    was ' 
achieved  proved   to   be   the   main  lever 
which  he  nad  in  his  hands  to  persuade 
the  House  of  Commons  and  his  colleagues 
that  it  was  proper   to  give  the  Board 
further    credit    facilities     and    further  | 
capital.      Unless  he  could   have  shown ! 
that    the    standard    of   life  was    being  | 
raised,    that    the    houses    were    better , 
houses,  that  the  cattle  were  being  taken  | 
out  of  the  houses,  and  that  the  hopeless  ' 
forms  of  land  tenure,  such  as  "  rundale," 
and  holdings  in  mixed  plots,  were  being 
abolished,  he  could  not  have  persuaded 
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his  colleagues  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  were  a  proper  body  for  dealii^ 
Mrith  these  large  credits  and  large  cash 
balances  every  year.  A  great  part  of 
the  work  of  experiment  had  now  been 
done.  Where  a  model  dwelling  had  been 
set  up,  persons  on  property  which  had 
not  been  bought  by  the  Board  were 
trying  to  imitate  the  standard  put  before 
them,  and  one  such  house  on  a  hill  was 
a  beacon  to  all  who  lived  within  sight 
of  it.  The  work  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  in  altering  the  standard  of 
house  accommodation  had  not  been 
thrown  away.  He  did  not  desire  to  press 
the  matter  too  far,  but  he  wished  to  show 
that  there  was  great  force  in  what  could 
be  urged  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  Board. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  City  now 
proposed  tbat  if  the  Board  failed  to 
put  an  estate  in  proper  order  for  re-sale 
within  two  years  they  were  to  be 
penalised  by  having  to  pay  out  of 
their  income,  sinking  fund  as  well  as 
interest.  Nobody  was  more  keen  than  he 
that  the  Board  should  re-sell  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  but  it  was  his  duty  to 
say  that  there  were  parts  of  the  West  of 
Ireland  which  could  not  be  re-sold  until 
the  people  on  them  had  done  something 
on  their  own  behalf,  aided  by  public 
funds.  If  it  were  true,  as  the  hon. 
Member  had  said,  that  all  that  was 
necessary  was  to  give  the  ownership  to 
the  people,  there  was  no  need  for  the 
intervention  of  the  Board  at  all:  the 
people  could  buy  under  the  ordinary 
methods  of  purchase.  But  there  existed 
parts  which  had  been  derelict  for  the 
best  part  of  200  years,  without  bound- 
aries, with  scarcely  a  road,  and  no  fences. 
In  such  cases  as  he  had  in  mind,  three  or 
four  years  of  paternal  Government — if  it 
took  the  form,  not  of  setting  up  the  last 
new-fangled  idea,  not  of  trying  to  raise 
the  people  at  one  bound  to  a  much  higher 
standard  of  civilisation,  but  of  building 
one  model  house,  and  giving  facilities  for 
building  more,  showing  how  land  co.ild 
be  reclaimed,  carting  sand  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point,  and  allowing  the  inhabitants 
to  carry  out  their  own  improvements 
—  was  not  a  curse,  but  a  bless- 
ing. The  people  had  the  assurance 
that  they  could  become  the  owners 
of  the  soil,  that  their  rents  would 
never  be  increased,  that  they  would  never 
have  to  go  into  Court ;  and  if  they  worked 
in,  not  so  much  with  the  officers  of  the 
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Board,  but  with  their  local  leaders,  the 
priests  of  the  parishes  who  were  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  ideals  of  the  Board, 
they  would  become  the  owners  of  the 
soil— and  of  a  soil  which  was  worth 
owning — and  debtors  of  the  State  in 
regard  to  whom  to  a  large  extent  no  loss 
whatever  would  accrue.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber asked  that  this  penalty  should  be 
imposed  if  the  Board  failed  within  two 
years  to  improve  these  hopeless  morasses 
to  a  point  which  would  justify  their 
being  sold  in  perpetuity  on  the  credit  of 
the  general  taxpayer.  He  was  convinced 
that  the  slowness  of  the  past  bad  been 
due  to  inadequacy  of  resources,  not  to 
lack  of  zeaL  He  was  prepared  to  admit, 
however,  th;it  it  would  be  necessary  to 
drive  ahead  more  zealously  in  the  future, 
to  divest  the  Board  of  much  work  which 
ought  now  to  devolve  upon  the  new 
Department,  and  for  the  Department  to 
apply  themselves  more  and  more  as  an 
expert  body  to  the  problem  of  congestion 
in  its  worst  forms,  using  all  their  credit 
and  cash  facilities  for  that  object. 
Generous  aid  had  been  supplied  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  by  giving  them  the 
whole  of  the  pool  of  the  guarantee  fund, 
by  placing  at  their  disposal  a  sum  of 
nearly  £1,250,000  for  the  purchase  of 
untenanted  land,  altogether  outside  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  purchase,  and 
by  increasing  the  income  of  the  Board  to 
X90,000  a  year.  Having  these  resources, 
with  the  firm  intention  of  making  this 
the  chief  work  of  the  Board,  he  asked 
the  Committee  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  go  on  Mrith  their  duties  un- 
fettered by  the  monetary  penalty  pro- 
posed by  the  Amendment 

Mb.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  it  was 
satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  not  much  more  pleased  than  they 
were  themselves  with  the  rate  of  progress 
made  by  the  Board.  H«  did  not  desire 
unnecessarily  to  find  fault  with  the  Board, 
or  with  the  gentleman  who  really  had 
to  bear  the  whole  burden  of  this  work. 
Mr.  Doran  was  a  most  competent  official, 
but  too  much  had  been  thrown  upon  bis 
shoulders ;  he  had  been  a  sort  of  Atlas, 
bearing  the  whole  western  world  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  it  was  no 
disparagement  to  say  that  he  had  not 
been  equal  to  the  burden.  The  Board 
had  undoubtedly  carried  out  mdny  works 
of  considerable  advantage  in  their  small 

Mr.  JFyndham. 


way,  but  nothing  was  more  certain  than  the 
fact  that  unless  the  operations  of  the  Board 
were  hurried  up,  years  and  decades  would 
pass  without  anything  really  being  done ; 
the  Board  as  a  land-purchasing  department 
might  as  well  be  dissolved.  Unless  the 
Chief  Secretary  took  strong  measiu-es  to 
impress  his  views  upon  them  they  would 
go  on  as  they  had  done,  spending  five- 
sixths  of  their  income  in  excellent,  but 
extremely  circumscribed,  philanthropic 
projects.  The  great  point  was  not  merely 
to  get  possession  of  the  land  in  derelict 
districts,  but  to  take  the  people  out  of 
the  morasses,  and  buy  for  them  the  mag- 
nificent plains  that  were  waiting  to  be 
colonised.  That  was  the  only  real  remedy 
for  the  present  state  of  things.  For  this 
work  three  or  four  Mr.  Dorans  would  be 
necessary,  confining  themselves  to  the 
broad  lines  of  migration  schemes,  and  not 
concerning  themselves  with  every  minute 
particular  of  the  work.  At  least  £50,000 
of  the  present  income,  in  addition  to  the 
£20,000  provided  by  the  Bill,  should  be 
set  apart  tor  the  special  work  of  migration. 
Above  all,  the  people  concerned  should 
have  some  voice  in  the  management  of 
the  Board.  With  the  exception  of  Dr. 
O'Donnell  and  Father  O'Hara,  there  was 
not  a  single  member  of  the  Board  who 
had  any  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
question.  It  was  simply  indefensible 
that  the  people  or  the  people's  represen- 
tatives in  the  County  Councils  should 
have  no  voice  whatever  in  the  matter. 
He  accepted  to  the  full  the  statement 
of  the  Chief  Secretary's  own  views  and 
intentions,  but  he  felt  bound  to  warn  the 
Committee  that  up  to  the  present  the 
Board  had  been  a  complete  failure  in  the 
matter  of  migration  and  the  purchase  of 
land.  The  work  of  the  Board,  if  properly 
carried  out,  would  form  the  greatest 
monument  the  Prime  Minister  could 
desire.  He  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, if  he  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, at  any  rate  to  be  as  generous  in 
this  part  of  the  Bill  ab  he  had  been  in 
others.  By  proportionate  concessions 
being  made  here  a  greater  work  would  be 
done  towards  the  settlement  of  the  land 
question  than  w^ould  be  accomplished  by 
forty  Land  Acts  such  as  they  had  had  in 
the  past. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Chief  Secretary  were 
excellent :  he  had  gone  to  the  root  of  the 
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question,  he  sympathised  with  the  people, 
and  he  desired  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
their  difficulty.  But  the  position  was  this : 
the  present  Bill  was  imperfect,  perhaps  not 
to  the  same  degree  as  previous  Bills,  but 
Still  imperfect,  in  that  it  would  not  settle 
the  great  problem  in  the  West  of  Ireland. 
They  were  now  dealing  with  a  part  of  the 
country  where  revolutions  were  made. 
There  would  have  been  very  few  Land 
Bills  had  it  not  been  for  this  area,  and  he 
felt  convinced  that  in  leaving  this  question 
unsettled  they  were  leaving  the  Irish 
land  question  unsolved.  He  had  never 
said  that  this  Bill  would  settle  the  Irish 
land  question.  What  he  had  said  was 
that  it  would  put  everything  in  the  way 
of  settlement.  He  was  not  very  sure 
that  it  would  put  the  congested  districts 
even  in  the  way  of  settlement.  There 
were  three  things  essential  to  any  settle- 
ment of  this  question.  First  the  reorgani- 
sation and  strengthening  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  itself.  For  all  practical 
purposes  Mr.  Doran  was  the  Board  at 
present.  The  Board  was  possessed  of 
excellent  intentions,  but  they  did  not 
1  now  the  lives  of  the  people,  and  more 
men  on  the  spot  like  Mr.  Doran  were 
wanted,  not  in  one  centre  only,  but  in  all 
the  centres.  Secondly,  the  Board  ought 
to  be  given  the  right  of  pre-emption 
in  all  these  cases.  There  weie,  say, 
twenty  or  thirty  small  holdings  of 
a  couple  of  acres  each  huddled  together, 
and  round  them  were  large  grazing  tracts. 
Were  they  quite  sure  that  these  grazing 
tracts  would  not  be  grabbed  by  the 
graziers  ?  One  of  the  things  that  ought 
to  be  done  was  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  ought  to  get  the 
right  of  pre-emption.  Thirdly,  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  ought  to  have  the 
right  of  compulsory  acquisition.  If  these 
three  things  had  been  done  they  would 
have  seen  day  ight  upon  this  problem. 
How  were  they  to  get  possession  of  these 
great  grazing  tracts  ?  The  only  way  to 
do  it  would  be  to  grant  what  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  bad  asked  for, 
and  that  was  the  right  of  compulsory 
acquisition  of  these  grazing  tracts.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  well,  but 
be  would  have  to  face  these  difficulties, 
and  he  would  have  to  grant  the  right  of 
pre-emption  before  he  could  finish  his 
scheme.  Just  as  Acts  had  had  to  be 
amended  in  the  past,  so  it  would  be 
found    that    before    many    years    had 


expired,  in  order  that  these  poor  people 
might  be  redeemed,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  get  the  right  of  preemption  and 
compulsory  acquisition  of  these  grazing 
tracts. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  this  Amend- 
ment had  brought  them  to  one  of  the 
most  important  parts  of  this  Bill.  In 
connection  with  this  matter,  vital  as  it 
was  to  the  lives  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
poor  people,  but  for  whom  no  Land 
Bill  would  ever  have  been  introduced, 
they  were  not  making  any  claim  that 
would  cost  the  landlords  one  sixpence, 
and  tiierefore  the  landlords  had  no 
interest  in  opposing  these  Amend- 
ments. They  had  just  heard  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  very 
remarkable  speech,  and  a  most  sympa- 
thetic and  exceedingly  well  informed 
I  speech  ;  and,  whatever  their  differences 
might  be  with  him,  he  thought  thev 
would  all  agree  that  upon  this  question 
of  congestion  n  the  West  he  applied  him- 
self to  understanding  and  understood 
the  gravity  of  this  question.  In  regard  to 
the  Amendments  which  the  Nationalists 
had  put  down  to  this  clause,  the  British 
taxpayer  was  not  concerned,  and  hh 
security  would  be  rather  increased  than 
otherwise  Everybody  ought  to  be 
agreed  in  bringing  this  vital  part  of  the 
Bill  to  a  successful  conclusion.  A  few 
points  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Chief 
Secretary's  speech  upon  which  he 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  With 
the  general  tone  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  he  felt  himself  in 
sympathy.  He  agreed  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  done  a  very 
useful  work  notwithstanding  all  their 
failures.  The  Board  was  badly  con- 
stituted in  the  beginning,  and  was 
composed  of  men  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  work.  Consequently  for- 
many  years  their  operations  were 
"  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined,"  not 
only  for  want  of  money,  but  for 
want  of  the  actual  machinery  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  work  successfully.  A 
great  deal  had  been  accomplished  on 
the  Dillon  Estate  by  the  little  encourage- 
ment which  the  Board  had  given  to  the 
tenants.  He  believed  that  it  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
tenants,  and  more  expeditious,    if   the 
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Board  in  the  future  would  make  the 
tenants  a  grant  or  a  loan  and  let  them 
build  the  houses  themselves  according 
to  certain  specifications.  By  adopting 
this  course  the  houses  would  be  built 
for  about  half  the  cost.  He  gave  credit 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
what  they  had  done,  and  although  the 
money  had  been  expended  somewhat 
extravagantly  it  had  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  the  people  themselves. 

The  real  diflfijulty  in  regard  to  this  pro- 
blem was  that  the  machinery  was  entirely 
deficient.  Mr.  Doran  had  worked  mostly 
on  the  Dillon  Estate  which  had  absorbed 
nearly  all  his  energies  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  the  settlement  of  that  estate 
had  been  a  gigantic  operation.  A  good 
deal  still  remained  to  be  done  on  the 
Dillon  Estate  although  2,500  acres  had 
been  divided  amongst  the  tenants.  That, 
however,  was  only  a  very  small  amount, 
and  there  were  still  some  10,000  acres 
of  land  lying  derelict  on  the  borders  of 
the  mion  Estate,  all  of  which  ought  to  be  "  ^«  »^*  ^'"'°«  *°  «'^«  y<>"  *•'  **^* 
bought  in  Older  to  spread  out  these ;  ^"^"^  °^  y^"''  '°^r«»'.  ^ut  you  must 
people,  and  this  course  would  increase  ''  f^^^  "P  ^^^  ■*"<*  '°  «°*'»^®  ^  ^  '^^^ 
enormously  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  I  °^^  ^^^^  «***'  operation  for  the  benefit 
It  was  impossible  to  bring  home  to  i  ^  *•»«  P<»r  people  of  this  locality." 
the  people  of  this  country  the  multi-  [  There  were  numerous  cases  in  Irdand 
tudinous  benefits  which  would  flow  where  the  grass  land  was  right  at  the 
from  this  policy.  Although  the  people  ^^ry  door  of  the  poor  people,  and  the 
were  poor  in  Mayo  and  Roscommon,  Chief  Secretary  ought  to  provide  som» 
accordingly  as  they  gave  them  economic  machinery  to  carry  out  operations  of 
holdings  the  towns  there  would  thrive  i  the  kind  he  had  suggested.  If  this  Bill 
and  expand,  and  he  expected  to  see  passed  into  law  without  giving  greater 
all  the  towns  of  Connaught  double  m 
population  within  the  next  ten  years. 
While  he  gave  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  the  fullest  credit  for  good 
intcnt'ons,  and  while  he  admitted  that 
some  of  the  clauses  were  a  substantial 


got  into  a  non-eontentious  part  he  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  make  this  a  really 
effective  clause.  He  wished  the  House 
to  go  to  the  root  and  source  of  aU  the 
trouUe.  which  was  the  congested 
districts  question.  If  they  could  con- 
vince these  poor  people  that  they  were 
making  an  effort  to  devate  them  it 
would  make  a  great  difference.  If  they 
held  out  some  hopes  to  these  poor 
people  they  would  not  be  unreasonable, 
nor  would  their  leaders  or  advisers  be 
unreasonable  so  long  as  they  were  con- 
vinced that  Parliament  was  doing  the 
best  it  could  to  bring  within  their  reach 
the  means  of  making  a  living  by  hard 
work.  He  knew  one  parish  in  Ireland 
in  the  very  centre  of  which  there  were 
about  1,000  acres  of  the  richest  grass 
land  belonging  to  a  grazier  who  also 
owned  seven  or  eight  other  great  ranchea 
He  never  lived  upon  any  of  them,  but 
he  used  them  as  grass  farms.  What 
hardship  would  it  be  to  say  to  that  man 


powers  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
I  it  might  have  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the 
!  settlement  of  this  problem  by  facilitating 
the  passage  of  these    grass  lands  into 
the  hands   of  graziers.     He  asked   the 
right   hon.  Gentleman  not  to  close  his 
advance  upon  the  present  state  of  the   mind    against  proposals  to    give  corn- 
law  in  Ireland,  this  portion  of  the  Bill  was  i  pulsory  powers,  which  would  not  inflict 
still  very  defective.   Now  that  they  had  |  a  single  hardship  upon  the  landlords  oi 
Mr.  Dillon. 
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Ireland.  He  wished  to  point  out  that 
under  Sub-section  3  there  was  a  most 
objectionable  procedure  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  considerably  blocking 
the  work.  In  some  cases  the  tenants 
were  being  asked  to  pay  as  much  as 
XI 00  fine  in  addition  to  their  instalments. 
He  thought  that  was  a  mistaken  policy, 
because  to  ask  a  man  to  start  in  life 
upon  a  farm  after  paying  £100  fine  was 
very  dangerous  because  they  stripped 
him  absolutely  clean  of  his  capital  and 
put  him  into  a  holding  that  required  a 
fair  amount  of  capital  to  start  with.  In 
his  opinion  they  were  endangering  the 
success  of  the  whole  system  which  was 
intended  to  provide  homes  for  Tery  poor 
people.  They  vrett  also  endangering 
the  security  of  the  State,  because  it  was 
no  use  giving  a  man  land  unless  they 
gave  him  a  chance  of  using  it  to  ad- 
vantage. 

.Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  desired  to 
take  that  opportunity  of  replying  to 
the  questions  which  had  been  put  to  him. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
had  asked  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  have  the 
same  financial  facilities  as  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  His  answer  was  that 
they  would  in  all  respects,  and  on 
probably  a  much  greater  scale,  because, 
for  the  smaller  part  of  Ireland  with 
which  they  had  to  deal  they  had  just  as 
much  credit  at  their  disposal  as  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  They  had  a 
guarantee  fund  of  £1,250,000  to  buy 
untenanted  land.  What  the  hon. 
Member  had  said  with  regard  to  the 
Dillon  Estate  was  true,  but  if  the  Board 
had  had  money  to  buy  additional  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  they  could  have 
made  a  better  and  quicker  job  of  it  He 
thought  they  would  be  aUe  to  work  on 


a  larger  scale  now  and  to  meet  the  many 
criticisms  which  had  been  raised.  As  t» 
the  imposition  of  money  fines  on  tenants, 
this  Bill  had  been  drafted  to  get  ridjof 
them.  The  very  worst  preliminary  im 
starting  a  man  on  a  new  career  was  to- 
take  a  fine  from  him. 

Mb.  TDLLY  said  anyone  who  had 
considered  the  conditions  of  the  coa- 
gested  districts  could  see  that  these 
districts  were  scamped  by  the 
Bill,  or  at  all  events  not  adequately 
dealt  with.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
spoken  with  apparent  sincerity  and  witb 
eloquence,  but  there  was  something 
more  than  generalities  required.  They 
must  apply  themselves  to  the  actual 
working  details  in  the  congested  districts. 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  said  they 
were  hampered  by  the  restrictions  under 
which  they  worked.  They  said  they 
could  not  force  people  to  take  the  lands. 
He  knew  there  was  something  in  that 
complaint,  because  he  was  himself 
connected  with  a  Board  which  erected 
sixty  houses,  but  they  could  not  get  the 
people  to  leave  the  slum  districts  to  take 
these  houses.  That  was  a  serious  diffi- 
culty, and  he  thought  there  should  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  dictator" 
ship  in  such  cases,  to  compel  peojde  to 
leave  their  miserable  holdings  and  to 
force  them  to  take  other  lands.  It  wa» 
a  curious  fact  that  the  statistics  of 
migration  showed  that  it  was  not  from: 
the  congested  districts  that  migration 
went  on  at  the  greatest  rate.  It  was 
from  richer  districts  in  Ireland  that 
migration  took  place.  When  they  found 
that  condition  of  things  they  should  be- 
careful  as  to  putting  restrictions  in  the 
clause  which  would  prevent  the  peo{de 
in  the  congested  districts  from  being 
adequately  dealt  with.    If  the  Congested 
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afternoon  he  was  stopped  at  the  bottom 
of  Berkeley  Street,  although  he  explained 
that  he  was  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He 
Ihen  tried  other  streets,  including  Bond 
Street  and  Burlington  Street,  by  direction 
•of  constables.  Eventually  he  got  out  of 
his  cab  and  walked  to  the  top  of  St. 
James's  Street,  where  he  met  with  every 
assistance  from  the  police,  and  eventually 
arrived  at  the  House.  He  would  be  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  attempt  to  add 
to  the  troubles  of  the  police  when  they 
had  special  difficulties  to  cope  with.  All 
he  asked  was  that  it  should  be  laid  down 
for  the  information  of  Members  how  and 
by  what  means  they  were  to  be  able  to 
•come  down  to  the  House  to  periorm  their 
duties  if  they  left  their  homes  at  such 
time  as  they  thought  would  not  cause  un- 
jiecessary  inoonvience  to  the  police. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  iPorts- 
mouth)  said  he  was  precisely  in  the 
:8ame  predicament  as  his  hon.  friend, 
but  reached  the  House  by  making  a 
•detour.  He  thought  that  on  a  special 
•occasion  like  that  it  was  hardly  necessary 
to  press  this  matter  strictly.  By  taking 
a  little  extra  trouble  hon.  Members  might 
help  the  police  and  avoid  adding  to  the 
■duties  which  devolved  upon  them. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  had  been 
stopped  by  the  police  at  Hyde  Park 
•comer,  but  on  stating  he  was  a  Member 
he  was  allowed  to  pass. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akebs 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  said  the 
police  were  most  anxious  to  carry  out 
the  Sessional  Order,  and  Members  would 
admit  that  they  usually  met  with  the 
greatest  courtesy  and  assistance  from 
the  force.  It  was  a  question  how  far 
the  Sessional  Order  extended.  He  had 
always    thought    it    referred    to    the 

Colonel  Lockwood. 


neighbourhood  of  the  House,  and  it 
certainly  could  not  apply  all  over 
London,  or  to  places  where  Membeis 
were  not  known.  He  hoped  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  would  not  think  it 
necessary  to  press  the  matter  further. 
He,  when  he  came  down  to  the  House, 
was  allowed  to  pass,  and  having  to  repasi 
from  the  House  to  meet  M.  Loubet  he  was 
enabled  to  do  so  with  very  little  delay 
Some  consideration  must  be  shown  to  the 
police  on  such  an  occasion  when  men  from 
other  divisions  were  on  duty  to  whom 
Members  were  not  known. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  said  he 
always  received  the  greatest  courtesy 
from  the  Metropolitan  police. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  said  he  had  no 
desire  to  press  anything;  he  simply 
mentioned  the  difficulty  he  had  met  with, 
and  asked  how  he  was  to  get  to  the  House 
of  Commons  on  such  an  occasion. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  Sessional    Order  ought  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  police,  and  that  the 
access  of  Members  to  the  House  should  be 
secured,  and  he  knew  from  previous  com- 
munications with  the  heads  of  the  police 
that  they  were  thoroughly  aware  of  their 
duty  and  desirous  of  carrying  it  out.  Pro- 
bably the  difficulty  had  arisen  fi-om  men 
being  drafted  to  duty  near  the  House  from 
other  divisions,  and  therefore  not  discharg- 
ing their  duty  in  this  particular  with  the 
intelligence  that  characterised  the  pob'ce 
usually  on  duty  near  the  House.    Every 
care  was  taken  that  the  Standing  Order 
should  be  duly  enforced,  and  the  Serjeant- 
at-Arms  would  again  communicate  with 
the  police  on  the  subject.     He  hoped  it 
would  not   be  considered    necessary  to 
pursue  the  matter  any  further. 

Adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 

House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 

had  laid  upon  the  Table  the   Certificate 

from  the  Examiners  that   the  further 

Standing     Orders     applicable     to    the 

,    following  Bill  have  been  complied  with : 

%    North     Metropolitan     Electric     Power 

"§    Supply  [h.l.]. 

^       The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
^   Table. 

'^  Beckenham    Urban    District    Council 

i  Bill.    A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the 

-g  Select  Committee. 
b. 

S  Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council 
.§  Bill.  Reported  from  the  Select  Corn- 
's mittee,  with  Amendmenta 

§  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 
jg'  Ireland  Bill ;  Wigan  Corporation  Tram- 

a  ways  Bill;  South  Staffordshire  Tram- 
•^  ways  Bill  [h.l.];  Greiit  Northern  Rail- 
.^   way  Bill ;  Broadstairs  Ga«  BilLj^Reported, 

1  with  Amendments. 

I      Midland    and    Belfast  and   Northern 

I  Counties  Railways  Bill.  Reported  from 

§  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
j8  ments. 

^  Wellingborough  and  District  Tram- 
*^  r<»d3  Bill.  Report  from  theSelect  Com- 
^  mittee.  That  the  promoters  do  not  intend 
"I  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill :  Ordered 
■s  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded 
^  with. 

'^ 

CheshireLinesCommitteeBillj  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Bill; 
Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bake  well  Rail- 
way Bill ;  Highland  and  Invergarry  and 
Fort  Augustus  Railway  Companies  BilL 
Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (Na  13) 
BilL    Brought  from  the  Commons. 
VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Sbribs.] 


Eingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill; 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill.  Brought  from 
the  Commons ;  read  1' ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill 
[h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill.  Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  further  Amendment 
The  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill  (No.  158); 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill  (No.  159).  Read  P;  to  be 
printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill.  Read 
3*  (according  to  Order),  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [h.l.].  Read  3»  (according  to  Order). 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (Na  17) 
Bill;  Local  GovemmentProvisional  Order 
(No.  18)  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order 
made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thurs- 
day the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be 
now  read  2^  ;  agreed  to  ;  Bills  read 
2"  accordingly. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill.  Committed.  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional   Orders   (No.    17)  Bill ;   Local 
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GoTomment  ProTisional  Order  (No.  18) 
Bill.  Gommitted  to  a  Ck>mmittee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  GoTernment  Provisional  Order 
(No.  16)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Amendments 
made.  Standing  Committee  negatived. 
The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
on  Thursday  next. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h-L.].  Read 
3*  (according  to  Order),  and  paued,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 

Hamilton  Burgh  Provisional  Order 
Bill ;  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  {Provisional 
Order  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to  Order), 
and  passed. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ANKYLOSTOMIASIS. 
Reports  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Mulvany,  His 
Majesty's  Consul-General  at  Diisseldorf, 
and  Dr.  F.  Ph.  Koenig,  the  British  Vice- 
Consul,  on  the  outbreaE  of  ankylostomiasis 
in  the  Westphalian  Colliery  District  in 
Germany.  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HOLYROOD  PALACE. 
Reports  and  correspondence  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Palace  of  Holyrood  House.  Presented 
(by  Command),  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
157.) 

GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Report,  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  to 
dispensing  with  the  consent  of  the  Borden 
Parish  Council  in  the  case  of  the  Mid- 
Kent  Water  Provisional  Order.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MOTOR-CARS  BILL  [H.U]. 
*Thk  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  BALPOxm  of  Burleigh)  :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Locomotives  on  Highways  Act,  1896, 
pursuant  to  the  Notice  which  appears  in 
my  name  on  the  Paper.  I  gave  the  Notice 
in  this  form  rather  than  proceed  in  what, 
perhaps,  is  the  more  usual  way,  because 
I  thought  it  would  probably  be  con- 
venient to  your  Lordships,  more  especially 


to  those  Members  of  the  House  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject,  that  you  should 
know  as  soon  as  possible,  at  any  rate,  the 
general  outlines  of  the  legislation  which 
IS  proposed  by  this  Bill     Your  Lordships 
are  aware  that  the  principal  Act  which 
regulates  the  use  of  light  locomotives 
upon  the  highways  of  this  country  is  an 
Act  which  was  passed  in  1896,  and  the 
form  which  that  Act  took  was  to  exempt 
light  locomotives  from  the  restrictions 
which  applied  to  other  locomotives  used 
upon  highways.     In  that  Act  a  limit  of 
speed  was  fixed,  not  exceeding  fourteen 
miles  an  hour  or  any  less  spe^  which 
might  be  prescribed  by  regulations  of  the 
Local    Government    Board.       In    other 
respects    the  Local  Government    Board 
was  the  authority  to  issue  general  regula- 
tions as  to  the  use  of  light  locomotives 
upon  the  highways,  as  to  their  construc- 
tion,  and    as   to  the  conditions    under 
which  they  should    be   used.      Shortly 
after    the  Act    was    passed    the    Local 
Grovemment    Board    did    issue    general 
regulations,   which,   in    the  main,    have 
remained  in  force  up  to  the  present  tim& 
Those  regulations  fixed    the  maximum 
speed  at  twelve  miles,  and  at  less  than 
twelve  miles  if  certain  weights  prescribed 
in  the  regulations  were  exceeded.     Those 
regulations  also  dealt  with  other  matters, 
such  as  the    particular  weight    of    the 
locomotives   to  be    used,  the   form    of 
their  tyres,  the   width  of  the  cars,  the 
method  of  carrying  lights,  the  kind  of 
brakes  which   were  to  be  applied,   and 
other  details  which  I  need  not  specify. 
But  those  regulations  did  not  provide 
either    for  the  licensing  of    drivers  or 
for    the    identification    of    cars.       The 
reason    why    that     has     never     been 
done    is    this,    that     both    the     Local 
Government    Board    in    England    and 
myself,  as  Secretary  for  Scotland,  were 
advised   by  our  law   ofBoers  that  the 
Act  did  not  give  power  to  the  author- 
ities respectively  in  the  two   countries 
to   make  regulations  upon    those     two 
points. 

Many  representations  have  been  re- 
ceived both  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  England  and  by  my  Office,  as 
well  as,  I  suppose,  by  the  Irish  Office, 
as  to  the  existing  law  being  very  de- 
fective; and  I  am  certain  that  I  need 
not  go  at  length  into  these  points, 
because  I  think  it  is  unanimously 
agreed   by  all    who    have  studied    the 
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subject  that  the  existing  position  of 
matters  is  unsatisfactory  in  the  extreme. 
Whether  everybody  will  agree  as  to  the 
particular  methods  by  Mrhich  the 
existing  state  of  matters  i%  to  be 
remedied,  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but 
of  this  I  am  perfectly  certain,  not  only 
from  the  discussions  which  have  taken 
place  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  but 
from,  as  I  have  said,  very  many  repre- 
sentations which  have  been  presented 
to  both  Departments,  that  the  present 
state  of  matters  does  urgently  call  for  a 
remedy.  The  Act  of  1896  as  it  stands 
has  boen  admitted  to  be  far  from  satis- 
factory, and  not  adequate  to  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  made  in 
the  machines  which  it  was  supposed  to 
regulate,  or  to  the  existing  needs  or 
practice.  I  also  think  that  no  one, 
whatever  his  opinion  on  the  details  of 
the  measure  may  be,  is  likely  to  deny 
the  importance  of  the  question  to  a 
large  proportion  of  the  public,  whether 
they  be  those  who  own  or  use  motor- 
oars  or  whether  they  do  not.  I  think 
that  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory 
features  of  the  present  law  is  that  it 
prescribes  one  rigid  limit  of  speed, 
utteriy  irrespective  of  the  circum- 
stances which  may  obtain  in  any 
particular  place.  The  offenders  against 
the  existing,  law  are  punishable  at 
present  only  by  fines,  which,  I  think, 
are  too  often — at  any  rate  it  is  so  re- 
presented to  us  in  both  Departments 
—  inadequate  in  amount;  they  are 
too  often  paid  with  very  little  difficulty 
by  those  who  are  in  affluent  circum- 
stances, and  they  really  have  no  deterrent 
effect  because  the  same  individuals  are 
fined  over  and  over  again.  Another 
very  common  cause  of  complaint  is  that 
at  the  present  time  there  is  no  proper  or 
satisfactory  means  of  identifying  those 
who  are  the  real  offenders  in  many 
cases. 

That  being  the  position  in  which  we 
find  ourselves  I  will  proceed  at  once  to 
explain  the  method  by  which  the 
Government  propose  to  effect  a  remedy. 
In  the  first  place  the  Bill  which  I  lay  on 
the  Table  to-day  proposes  to  require  the 
registration  of  motorcars  by  the 
councils  of  counties  and  of  county 
boroughs.  Perhaps  I  shoidd  pause  here 
to  say  that  while,  in  the  few  remarks  I 
shall  address,  to  your  Lordships,  I  shall 


use  the  English  phraseology,  it  will  be 
understood  that  the  Bill  I  am  laying  on 
the  Table  applies  to  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  as  well  as  to  England,  in  identical 
terms.  It  is  proposed  that  there  shall^ 
be  a  separate  number  assigned  to  each 
motor-car,  and  that  a  mark  indicating 
the  number  as  well  as  the  local  authority 
in  whose  district  the  particular  car  is 
registered,  shall  be  fixed  to  the  car,  and 
the  responsibiUty  for  that  identifying 
mark  being  at  all  times  visible  is  laid 
upon  the  driver  of  the  car.  The  par- 
ticular method  of  fixing  the  numbers  and 
the  details  of  slipplying  those  general 
provisions  will,  it  is  proposed,  be  effected 
by  general  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  under  the  existing 
Act.  It  is  also  proposed  that  anyone  who 
drives  a  motor-car  for  hire  or  for 
reward  shall  be  licensed  by  the  council 
of  the  county  or  the  county  borough  ; 
and  if  anyone  so  licensed  is  convicted  of 
an  offence  under  the  Act  it  is  proposed 
that  his  licence  may  be  suspended,  en 
dorsed,  or  forfeited,  as  the  case  may  be, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  before 
whom  he  is  convicted.  It  is  laid  as  a 
duty  upon  the  Court  that  the  Court 
shall  communicate  the  fact  of  the  con- 
viction to  the  County  Council  which  has 
issued  the  licence.  In  this  case  the 
details  of  forming  regulations  for  carry- 
ing this  provision  into  effect  will  also 
come  under  the  power  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Perhaps  I  should  explam  why  it  is 

proposed  that  the  licence  should  be  only 

for  those  who  drive  for  hire  or  for  reward. 

It  is  not  proposed  that  this  licence  should 

be  a  test  or  guarantee  of  skill     There  is 

I  no  security  tnat  it  is  not  sometimes  the 

I  most  skilful  man  who  in  these  matters  is 

the  worst  offender,  because,  relying  upon 

his  skill,  he  takes  risks  to  a  greater  ex- 

I  tent  than  a  much  less  skilful  man  would 

I  venture  to  do.     I  think  there  is  general 

I  concurrence  in  the  view  that  it  would  not 

,  be  possible  that  everyone  who  drives  a 

I  car  should  pass  a  test  in  skill,  any  more 

I  than  it  would  be  right  to  fix  the  same 

!  sort  of  condition  for  driving  horses  upon 

'  the  roads.     Consequently  it  is  not  pro- 

'  posed  that  anybody  other  than    those 

who  drive  for  hire  or  for  reward  shall 

be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licence.     The 

j  limit  of  weight  of  a  motor-car,  which  is 

now   3    tons    unladen,    or    if  there  are 

two  vehicles,  4  tons,  will  in  each  case  be 
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raised  by  1  ton.  The  maximum  in 
future,  if  this  Bill  passes,  will  be  4  tons 
in  the  first  case,  and  5  tons  when  the 
motor  is  drawing  another  vehicle. 

Now  I  turn  to  the  question  of  speed, 
and  I  suppose  we  shall  all  be  ready 
enough  to  admit  that  that  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  difficult,  if  not  the  most 
difficult,  and  the  most  controversial  point 
which  has  to  be  faced  in  regard  to  this 
legislation.  I  hope  that  I  shall  carry  the 
House  with  me  when  I  say  that  the  real 
test  of  whether  the  speed  is  too  great  or 
not  is,  after  all,  very  much  this — whether 
it  causes  any  danger  to  the  public  or 
extreme  inconvenience  to  others  who 
have  a  right  to  use  the  highway.  The  pro- 
posal in  the  Bill  is  to  put,  in  the  first  place, 
a  prohibition  on  all  reckless  or  dangerous 
driving,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  as  this 
is  so  important  a  part  of  the  Bill,  it 
would  be^better  that  I  should  read  the 
exact  words  of  the  clause  in  which  the 
new  provisions  are  contained.  The  first 
sub-section  runs  in  these  words — 

"  If  any  person  drives  a  motor-car  on  a  public 
highway  lecklessly  or  at  a  speed  which  is 
dangerous  to  the  public  having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  including  the 
nature,  condition,  and  use  of  the  highway,  and 
to  the  amount  of  traffic  which  actually  is  at 
the  time  or  which  might  be  expected  to  be  on 
the  highway,  that  person  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
otfence  under  the  Act." 

By  a  subsequent  section  of  the  Bill, 
Section  4  of  the  principal  Act,  which 
relates  to  the  rate  of  speed  of  motor- 
cars, is — 

"Hereby  repealed  except  as  respects  any 
special  limits  or  places  to  which  that  section 
is  applied  by  a  regulation  made  by  the  Local 
(Government  Board  with  a  view  to  the  safety 
of  the  public  on  the  application  of  any  council 
of  any  county  or  county  borough  in  which 
the  special  limits  or  places  are  situated." 

The  efi°ect  of  this  will  be  that  the 
maximum  speed  at  present  existing  will 
remain  in  urban  districts  for  places 
where  it  has  been  specially  applied,  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  even  n  these 
places  a  less  speed  may  not  be  prescribed 
on  application  from  the  County  Council 
by  the  Local  Government  Board;  and 
M-henever  any  regulation  of  this  kind  is 
made  the  Bill  provides  that  public  notice 
is  to  be  given  of  it  by  the  council  in  a 
conspicuous  place  near  the  special  limits 
within  which  this  maximum  speed  is 
prescribed.  But  over  and  above  that 
provision    there    will    remain    even   in 

Lord  Balfmir  of  Burleigh. 


those  places  the  fact  that  actual  danger 
to  a  known  person  is  not  necessary  to 
be  proved  against  the  owner  of  the 
motor-car.  The  general  provisions  of  the 
first  clayse  which  I  read  to  the  House 
will  remain  as  the  first  and  pre-eminent 
consideration  as  to  whether  an  owner  or 
driver  of  a  motor-car  has  been  properly 
cautious  or  not.  I  venture  to  think  thiA 
this  is  a  satisfactory  method  of  dealing 
with  the  matter,  because  it  will  enaUe 
any  local  authority,  for  any  reasons 
which  seem  good  to  it,  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  haTe  a 
special  maximum  speed  fixed  wherever 
there  are  corners  or  dangerous  places 
or  where  for  any  reason  special  condi- 
tions should  be  imposed. 

1  venture  to  say  that  the  Bill  wiQ 
have  this  effect,  that  it  will  concentrate 
the  attention  of  the  police  upon  those 
places  where  they  are  really  wanted, 
instead  of  their  being  scattered  over 
places  where  they  are  not  u  anted  in  the 
hope  of  getting  a  conviction  wber«^ 
though  the  speed  may  be  high,  there  k 
really  no  danger  to  the  public.  I  have 
almost  concluded  my  review  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  may  add  that  there  is  a  clause 
which  raises  the  present  maximum  d 
I  the  penalties.  The  penalties  for  oSenoei 
against  the  Act  may  be  for  a  first 
conviction  a  fine  of  £20,  or  three 
months'  imprisonment ;  for  a  second  or 
subsequent  offence  a  .fine  not  exceeding 
£50,  or  six  months  imprisonment ;  bat 
in  the  case  of  imprisonment  without  the 
option  of  a  fine  being  awarded  by  the 
Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  there  is 
a  right  of  appeal  to  a  higher  Court. 
Provision  is  also  made  in  the  Bill  to 
ensure  the  identification  as  far  as 
possible  of  those  who  commit  offences 
against  the  Bill,  because  a  person  who  is 
guilty  of  reckless  driving,  and  refuses  to 
give  his  name  and  address,  or  gives  a 
false  name  and  address,  is,  by  that  aot 
alone,  guUty  of  an  offence  against  the 
Act ;  and  the  owner  of  the  car,  whether 
actually  driving  or  not,  is  required  to 
give  any  information  in  his  power  which 
may  lead  to  the  identification  or  appre- 
hension of  the  driver  who  has  committed 
the  offence.  I  have  explained,  clearly 
I  hope,  all  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  refrain  at  this  stage  from  argument 
until  I  hear  what  is  said  against  it.    I 

Digitized  by  V^OUy  It! 


1505 


Motor-Cars 


{7  JtTLY  1903} 


BOl. 


1506 


think  that  would  probably  be  more 
appropriate  to  the  Second  Reading  stage 
<tf  the  Bill.  In  the  meantimn  I  beg  to 
present  this  Bill,  and  to  move  that  it  be 
read  a  first  time. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  1*. 
— (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

The  Mabquess  of  GBANBY:  It 
irould  be  very  difficult,  my  Lords,  at 
this  moment,  not  having  the  Bill  in 
'One's  hands,  to  make  any  practical 
observations  on  the  subject,  but  having 
taken  deep  interest  in  this  matter  I 
Tenture  to  say  that  it  appears  to  me 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
rery  fairly  met,  as  far  as  one  can  judge 
from  the  slight  sketch  given  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  requirements  of  the 
0»ae.  There  are  one  or  two  points  which 
one  will  be  better  able  to  understand 
when  the  Bill  is  in  print,  but  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  the  measure  will  meet 
the  main  points.  I  therefore  personally 
hope  that  we  shall  get  on  as  soon  aa 
possible  to  the  next  stage. 

The  Eabl  of  ROSEBERY  :  My 
Lords,  there  is  one  point  which  was 
touched  upon  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
introduced  this  Bill  which  seems  to 
me  to  require  rather  further  considera- 
tion than  he  gave  to  it-  -the  point 
'dealing  with  the  persons  who  are  to 
require  a  licence  for  driving  a  mptor- 
«ar.  As  I  understand  the  Bill,  amateurs 
■are  to  be  excused  from  taking  out 
licences  partly  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  extending  the  licence  system  to  all, 
and  partly  because  it  would  be  an 
infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
because  people  who  drive  horses  along  a 
public  road  are  not  expected  to  give  any 
proof  of  their  fitness.  I  do  not  think 
the  cases  are  parallel.  The  horse  is  a 
'Controllable  animal,  but  the  motor-oar 
has  enormous  possibilities  of  danger  to 
the  public  if  ill-regulated ;  and  I  cannot 
see.  any  reason  for  the  distinction  which 
is  drawn  between  the  professional  and 
the  amateur  driver  with  regard  to  the 
requirement  of  a  licence.  In  France,  if 
I  am  not  misinformed,  everyone  who 
undertakes  to  drive  a  motor-car  has  to 
give  proof  of  his  efficiency  and  has  to 
take  out  a  licence ;  and  I  do  not  see 


that  the  value  of  the  lives  of  His 
Majesty's  lieges  in  this  country  is  less 
than  that  of  the  lives  of  French  citizens. 
I  think  that  no  one  who  has  had  any 
experience —and  every  one  must  com- 
pulsorily  have  experience  of  motor-cars 
as  affecting  the  roads  of  the  country — 
can  doubt  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
under  the  severest  supervision  the 
capacity  of  those  who  undertake  to 
drive  these  cars. 

I  confess  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
hear  from  the  noble  Lord  that  he  was 
prepared  to  demand  from  everyone  who 
undertook  to  drive  a  motor-car — a 
vehicle  of  such  pregnant  possibilities — 
some  proof  of  his  fitness  to  undertake  ■ 
the  management  of  that  machine.  We 
do  not  want  a  number  of  Phaethons 
careering  in  chariots  of  the  Sun  all  over 
the  country ;  if  so,  we  shall  have  many 
more  accidents  than  have  yet  occurred. 
What  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  noble 
Lord,  which,  of  course,  he  has  already 
sufficiently  weighed,  is  that  this  industry 
is  only  in  its  infancy.  What  we  are 
seeing  now  with  regard  to  motor  cars  is 
not  half  what  we  shall  see  in  a  year  ;  it 
is  not  one-tenth  part  of  what  we  shall 
see  in  five  years.  If  the  figures  that  are 
supplied  to  me  are  in  any  way  exact, 
and  I  suspect  they  convey  a  generally 
sound  impression  of  the  facts,  they  come 
to  this— that  there  are  at  this  moment 
about  8,000  motor-cars  running  over 
the  roads  of  this  country,  but  that  there 
are  under  order  for  delivery  no  fewer 
than  10,000  at  this  moment,  which  will 
more  thin  double  the  number  of  motor- 
cars that  are  on  the  roads.  That  is  a 
formidable  outlook,  but  it  is  a  mere 
bagatelle  compared  with  what  we  have 
to  look  forward  to  in  a  not  remote 
future.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  gravest 
questions  with  which  the  Government 
can  deal.  I  do  not  say  that  they  have 
not  weighed  very  carefully  all  the  pros 
and  cons  of  the  various  courses  open  to 
them,  and  I  am  by  no  means  such  an 
expert  as  to  be  able  to  indicate  to  them 
what  course  they  should  adopt.  But  I 
must  say  honestly,  however,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  particular  question  of  the 
licence,  that  as  at  present  advised  I  am 
very  strongly  of  opinion  that  they  should 
include  in  their  Bill  a  provision  to  the 
effect  that  everyone,  whether  a  pro 
prietor,  chauffeur,  or  merely  a  casual 
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amateur,  before  he  conducts  one  of  theee 
machines  on  the  highway  should  be 
compelled  to  give  to  an  expert  authority 
some  satisfactory  proof  of  his  fitness,  as 
is  the  case  in  France. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  we  must,  of  course,  wait  for  the 
print  of  the  Bill  before  we  can  form  any 
opinion  worth  having  upon  it,  but  there 
is  one  point  which,  perhaps,  the  noUe 
Lord  can  explain  to  us  a  little  more  fully 
than  he  did.  He  said  that  anyone 
who  drove  recklessly  would  commit  an 
offence  under  this  Bill,  but  he  did  not 
explain  to  us  who  was  to  be  the  judge  of 
.  reckless  driving.  Of  course,  that  is  a 
very  important  matter.  So  far  as  I  could 
gather  from  his  general  statement,  the 
restriction  as  to  speed  is  very  much  to  be 
left,  except  in  certain  cases,  to  the  driver 
himself.  He  must  not  drive  recklessly. 
Nothing,  however,  was  said,  at  all  events 
by  the  noble  Lord,  with  regard  to  speed. 
I  think  he  stated  that  different  local 
authorities  might  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  !&)ard  to  have  regulations 
made  on  this  subject,  certainly  with 
regard  to  any  dangerous  comers  or  parts 
of  the  roads  within  their  jurisdiction.  I 
should  like  to  ask — Will  it  be  possible 
for  different  regulations  as  to  speed  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  different  counties, 
or  is  it  intended  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  issue  general  regula- 
tions applicable  to  the  whole  kingdom  1 
I  should  be  much  obliged  if  the  noble 
Lord  could  give  us  some  indication  as  to 
how  the  Bill  stands  with  regard  to  those 
points. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  I  congratulate 
His  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  fact 
that  they  have  at  last  recognised  the 
existence  of  motor-cars,  and  that  some 
measure  is  being  brought  in  to  deal  with 
this  important  question.  I  have  just 
retiuned  from  Ireknd,  where  I  witnessed 
the  motor  race  a  few  days  ago.  I  know 
there  are  many  who  are  strongly  opposed 
to  motor-cars  altogether,  and  think  that 
they  are  going  to  run  about  and  kill  every- 
body, but  I  should  like  to  say  that  hun- 
dreds of  motor-cars  passed  through  Dublin 
last  week  and  through  villages,  at  a  high 
rate  of  speed,  without  doing  any  damage 
whatever,  and  many  of  the  streets  of 
Dublin  are  extremely  narrow.  One  point 
dealt  with  by  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 

The  Earl  of  Bosebertf. 


duced  this  Bill,  and  which  I  think  is  rather 
unsatisfactory,  is  that  local  authorities 
are  to  have  power  to  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  fix  a  maximum 
speed  over  the  roads  in  their  jurisdictioii. 
Local  authorities  are  not  very  much  inclined 
to  favour  motors,  and  I  think  that  if 
some  limit  of  speed  were  put  in  the  Bill 
it  would  be  much  better  than  leaving  it 
entirely  to  the  local  authorities.  The 
result  of  the  race  in  Ireland  it  to  show 
that  a  foreign  nation  has  produced  a 
car  which  is  far  ahead  of  any  this 
country  is  likely  to  produce  at  the 
present  time,  and  therefore  I  think  that 
anything  we  can  do  to  foster  this 
important  and  growing  industry,  in  tiie 
face  of  the  competition  that  is  now 
existing  in  foreign  countries  we  should 
do.  If  anything  were  done  by  narrow- 
minded  people  to  hamper  this  grwt 
industry,  I  think  it  would  be  ]amentaU^ 
because  there  is  no  doubt  that  motor- 
cars are  destined  to  play  a  most  important 
part  in  the  future,  not  only  in  convey- 
ing people  from  one  place  to  another, 
but  in  moving  the  agricultural  produo^ 
which  now  costs  such  a  large  sum  to 
transport  by  train. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  1*. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
propose  to  put  down  the  order  for 
Second  Reading  for  Tuesday  next, 
subject  to  the  convenience  of  your  Lord- 
ships. 

The  Eabl  of  ROSEBERY  :  It  is  an 
urgent  matter.  The  sooner  the  Second 
Reading  is  taken  the  better. 

The  order  for  Second  Reading  was 
then  fixed  for  Tuesday  next. 

ALLOTMENTS  (LONDON)  BILL  [H-uJ. 
[Becono  Rbadino.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

*Earl  CARRINGTON  :  My  Lords,  I 
need  only  detain  the  House  for  one 
moment  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  has  been  before  ^oor 
Lordships  on  one  ortwo  previous  oocaaiODS, 
but  failed  to  secure  a  Second  Reading. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  facilitate  the 
provision  of  allotments  by  the  London 
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Council  would  be  more  fitted  to  deal 
with  it  than  other  County  CounoOs. 
The  London  County  Council  has  to  deal 
with  an  urban  population,  and  the  other 
County  Councils  with  more  rural  popu- 
lations, and  if  there  was  anything  in  his 
argument  it  would  be  in  favour  of  giving 
to  the  more  rural  County  Councwi  the 
powers  which  this  Bill  proposes  to  confer 
on  the  London  County  Council  Outside 
London  the  powers  as  regards  the  provi- 
sion of  allotments  devolve  on  the  Urban 
and  Rural  District  Councils,  exctpt  in 
cases  where  the  Council  may  default 
in  their  duty.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  at  present  the  Metropolitan 
Borough  Councils  are  not  empowered 
to  purchase  land  for  allotments,  but 
looking  to  the  circumstances  of  London 
it  may  be  assumed  that  if  allotments  are 
required  they  can  be  more  properly 
secured  by  hiring  than  by  purchase  of 
land  for  the  purpose,  and  if  power  for 
purchase  is  necessary  it  shouul  be  con- 
ferred on  the  Borough  Councils.  I  hope, 
therefore  your  Lordships  will  not  consent 
to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 


County  Council  and  to  enable  that  body 
to  set  out  pieces  of  land  in  small  allot- 
ments, which  would  be  a  great  conveni- 
ence and  benefit  to  a  large  number  of 
Londoners.  At  the  present  moment, 
under  the  Small  Holdings  Act,  1894,  it  is 
impossible  to  set  out  land  except  in 
parcels  of  over  an  acre.  This  Bill  would 
enable  the  London  County  Council  to  let 
smaller  portions  of  land  than  that,  so  as 
to  avoid  the  great  evil  which  now  exists 
of  under-letting.  In  London  we  have 
ninety-one  acres  let  out  in  allotments, 
but  there  are  over  12,000  acres  in 
different  parts  of  London  available  for 
cutting  up  and  letting  in  small  allotments. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  there 
should  be  any  objection  to  this  apparently 
harmless  Bill,  but  I  believe  the  great 
objection  to  it  is  that  this  power  is  not 
given  to  any  Coimty  Councils  in 
England.  I  venture  to  submit  that 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
County  Councils  in  England  and  the 
London  County  Council.  District  and 
Parish  Councils  undiertake  this  work 
and  do  it  very  well,  in  the  country,  but 
in  London  the  boroughs  have  never 
moved  in  this  direction  at  all.  I  respect- 
fully ask  the  House  to  give  us  this 
power,  which  is,  after  all,  a  very  small 
one,  for  it  is  only  extending  to  the 
Iiondon  County  Council,  which  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  welfare  of  5,000,000  of 
people,  privileges  which  are  given  to 
every  District  and  Parish  Council  in 
England. 

Moved  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — 
{Earl  Carrington.) 

Lord  KENYON  :  My  Lords,  I  regret 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  do 
not  see  their  way  to  accept  this  Bill. 
The  noble  Earl  was  perfectly  correct  in 
stating  that  he  had  presented  the  BiU  to 
the  House  on  two  previous  occasions  and 
on  both  of  those  occasions  it  was  rejected 
— on  the  first  by  eighty-seven  votes  to 
twenty-five,  and  on  the  second  by  fifty- 
six  votes  to  sixteen,  from  which  I  think 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  House  has  not 
agreed  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  The 
Local  Government  Board  conceive  it  to 
be  more  the  duty  of  the  Borough 
Councils  to  deal  with  this  question,  and 
I  cannot  follow  the  noble  Earl  in  his 
argument    that    the     London    County 


LOBD  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords, 
I  deeply  regret  that  the  noble  Lord 
should  have  been  instructed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  offer  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  especially  because  it  seems  to 
me  there  is  no  opposition  to  be  offered 
to  the  measure  on  the  ground  of  principle. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  has  really 
been  accepted.  Even  the  noble  Lord  in 
his  speech  raised  no  objection  to  the 
princiide  of  the  Bill.  It  was  merely  a 
question  of  machinery  that  he  raised. 
The  most  he  could  say  was  that  this  BiU 
did  so  far  cause  a  certain  difference 
between  the  London  County  Council 
and  other  County  Councils  in  proposing 
to  give  to  the  London  County  Council 
a  power  which  was  not  held  by  other 
County  Councils  He  did  not  at  all  argue 
that  there  was  any  principle  violated  by 
giving  to  an  authority  in  London  power 
to  deal  with  land  by  means  of  allotments. 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  this 
difference — which  the  noble  Lord  has 
entirely  forgotten— that  the  London 
County  Council  itself  is  a  very  special 
body,  and  that  it  differs  in  a  great 
many  ways  from  an  ordinary  County 
Council.    The  argument  that  he   used 
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that  an  ordinary  County  Council  dealt 
with  rural  districts  and  a  rural  popula- 
tion, and  therefore  was  better  fitted  to  deal 
wi  h  allotments,  does  not  apply  in  London. 
The  London  County  Council  has  to  meet 
the  wants  of  an  urban  population,  and 
may  therefore  presumably  be  supposed  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  that  popu- 
lation and  to  know  how  best  to  deal  with 
them.  What  is  the  history  of  this 
question  1  The  London  County  Council 
has  been  given  power  to  acquire  land  for 
tsmall  holdings,  it  can  at  this  moment 
acquire  and  let  out  or  sell  land  for  small 
holdings,  varying  from  one  acre  to  fifty 
acres.  It  can  let  out  portions  of  land  of 
a  comparatively  large  area,  and  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  entrusted  with  the  power  to  let 
out  smaller  areas.  The  people  of  London 
do  not  require  allotments  of  ten  or 
twenty  or  fifty  acres ;  what  they  want 
are  small  gaitien  plots,  and  these  the 
County  Council  cannot  supply  except  by 
what  I  may  call  a  subterfuge.  I  dare  say 
the  noble  Lord  is  not  aware  that  by  a 
roundabout  method  the  London  County 
Council  do^  manage  to  supply  to  the 
people  of  London  these  small  idlotments, 
and  does  so,  as  I  think,  in  a  very  unsatis- 
factory manner ;  but  the  demand  was  so 
great  that  we  were  obliged  to  find  that 
way,  which  is  always  to  be  found,  of 
driving  a  coach-and-four  through  an  Act 
of  Parliament. 

Even  now  the  London  County  Council 
in  seven  different  districts  of  London 
supplies  no  less  than  eighty-four  and 
a  half  acres  of  land  to  no  fewer 
than  734  cultivators,  or  an  average  of 
nine  per  acre.  That  does  not  involve 
any  charge  on  the  rates  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  County  Council,  by  this  method,  has 
managed  to  some  extent  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  people  without  placing  any 
hurden  whatever  on  the  rat«payer8.  I 
find  from  last  year's  report  that  the 
receipts  from  these  small  holdings 
amounted  to  no  less  than  ^£357,  whue 
the  expenditure  on  them  was  £308.  Let 
me  just  give  an  instance  or  twoof  the  rents 
which  the  London  County  Council  pays 
for  these  lands,  and  the  sums  that  are 
paid  by  the  small  cultivators.  In  the 
Catford  district  the  Council  pays  £2  15s. 
an  acre  for  the  land  and  receives  from 
the  tenants  £b  lOs.  an  acre;  in  the 
Plumstead  district  the  Council  pays 
£2  lOs.  an  acre  and  receives  J&5an  acre; 
in  the  hooters'  Hill  district  the  Council 
Lord  Tweedmouih, 


pays  £2  lOs.  an  acre  and  receives 
£2  148. ;  and  in  the  Norwood  district 
the  Council  pays  £4  and  receives  £7  15s. 
It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that, 
though  the  London  County  Council  is 
obliged  to  pay  very  much  more  than 
the  agricultural  value  for  the  land,  the 
people  who  are  desirous  of  having  these 
allotments  are  wiUing  to  pay  six  or  seven 
times  the  agricultural  value  for  it.  All 
that  this  Bill  asks  your  Lordships  to  do 
is  to  legalise  the  system  which  is  now  in 
force,  because  after  all  it  is  only  by  an 
evasion  of  the  present  Act  that  the 
London  County  Council  has  been  aUe  to 
do  this  very  valuable  work.  If  the 
London  County  Council  is  to  do  this 
work  and  provide  these  allotments,  it  is 
far  better  that  they  should  do  it  in  an 
open  and  authorised  manner  than  in  a 
roundabout  way.  The  noble  Lord  said 
he  thinks  it  better  that  the  Borougli 
Councils  should  do  this,  but  they  have 
not  got  power  to  do  it,  and  have  not 
shown  the  least  desire  of  wanting  power. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  London  County 
Council  has  been  doing  it,  has  received 
the  thanks  of  the  people  whom  it  servK 
for  doing  it,  and  has  shown  that  it  can 
do  it  even  with  all  the  present  difi&cultitf, 
without  putting  a  single  sixpence  on  the 
rates  and  without  embarrassing  anybody 
at  all.  I  think  that  a  body  which  is 
capable  of  undertaking  all  the  work  which 
the  present  Government  has  thrown 
upon  it  in  the  last  three  years  is  certainly 
fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  per- 
forming in  a  direct  and  legal  way  a 
service  it  has  already  rendered  for  some 
years  to  the  people  of  London  in  an 
indirect  way.  For  that  reason  I  hope, 
in  spite  of  the  speech  of  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Kenyon,  your  Lordships  will  con 
sent  to  read  the  BiU  a  second  time. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  understand  why  at 
this  period  of  the  session  this  Bill,  which 
has  been  more  than  onre  rejected  b.v 
the  House,  should  be  brought  in  and 
should  be  pressed  when  it  is  obvious, 
owing  to  the  attitude  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  represents  the  Local  Government 
Board,  that  it  has  not  much  chance  of 
passing.  I  do  not  think  any  reason  has 
been  shown  why  the  London  County 
Council  should  be  put  in  this  matter  in 
a  position  different  from  other  County 

Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


1513       Lunacy  Acts  {Amend-       {7  July  1903}  tneiU)  Londm  BiU.  1514 


Councils,  and  it  is  also  perfectly  obvious 
that  the  London  County  Council  would 
have  to  go  outside  its  own  district  to 
purchase  this  land.  One  reason  why 
the  Local  Oovemment  Board  think  that 
if  there  is  any  real  demand  for  these 
allotments  the  Borough  Councils  would 
be  the  best  bodies  to  provide  them  is 
this,  that  in  that  case  the  transaction 
would  be  directly  under  the  purview  of 
those    whose    responsibility    would    be 


[dedged  for  it,  because  if  there  was  to 
be  any  loss  by  the  purchase  of  the  land 
the  loss  would  fall  upon  the  ratepayers 
of  the  district  that  had  embarked  in  this 
enterprise.  In  all  the  circumstances  I 
do  not  think  a  case  has  been  made  out 
for  the  House  reversing  the  decision  it 
has  come  to  on  two  previous  occasions. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : 
Contents,  11 ;  Not-Gontents,  50. 
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LUNACY  ACTS  (AMENDMENT) 
LONDON  BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading,] 

Order  of_the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON  :  My  Lords,  this 
if  another  small  Bill,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  authorise  the  London  County 
Council  to  provide  receiving  houses  for 
the  detention  of  persons  mentally  affected, 
or  alleged  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  pend- 
ing their  examination  and  removal,  if 
necessary,  to  asylums.  This  initial  pro- 
cedure is  at  present  carried  out,  for  the 
most  part,  in  workhouses,  and  is  found 
to  be  mconvenient  and  sometimes  harm 
fu).  It  is  believed  that  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  mental  disease  in  its  earlier 
stages,  or  of  symptoms  of  incipient 
mental  disease,  would  often  obviate  the 


necessity  for  sending  to  a  county  lunatic 
asylum  persons  who,  under  the  present 
arrangements,  cannot  be  otherwise  dealt 
with.  The  proposed  system  of  receiving 
houses  will  thus  be  not  only  beueficial 
but  economical  in  its  operation.  The 
receiving  houses  will  be  available  for  the 
treatment  of  out-patients,  and  will  be 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy  and  be  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  law  regulating 
county  asylums.  In  the  first  instance 
there  will  probably  be  two  receiving 
houses,  one  for  the  north  and  one  for 
the  south  of  London.  Each  house  will 
accommodate  thirty  patients  and  the 
necessary  staff.  I  understand  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  told  a  deputation  which 
waited  upon  him  on  this  subject  that  he 
approved  the  proposals  in  principle.  The 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  have  also 
expressed    their    approval,    the    Local 
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QoTeniment  Boaid  gire  a  general 
approval  to  the  scheme,  and  it  is 
approved  by  more  than  50  per  cent,  of 
the  boards  of  guardians  in  London.  I 
hope  the  Bill  will  therefore  not  meet  the 
fate  of  the  one  I  have  just  submitted  to 
your  Lordships. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — 
{Earl  Carrington.) 

*Thk  Lord  CHANCELLOR  (the  Earl 
of  Halsbuby)  :  My  Lords,  I  join  in  the 
hope  expressed  by  the  noble  Earl  that 
this  Bill  will  not  meet  the  same  fate  as 
the  Bill  on  which  your  Lordships  have 
just  divided.  What  I  told  the  deputation 
was  that  I  would  be  happy  to  consider 
the  proposals,  and  assist  in  passing  them 
if  I  could,  when  I  had  seen  what  the 
Bill  ^ifix.  I  can  redeem  that  pledge  now 
by  saying  that  I  think  what  is  proposed 
is  an  improvement  which  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  made  law.  The  present 
system  is  undoubtedly  unsatisfactory, 
and  I  have  received  a  great  number  of 
oomidaints  with  reference  to  the  mingling 
of  lunatics,  or  alleged  lunatics,  ana 
paupers  in  the  wondiouses.  One  or 
two  observations  which  have  been  sent 
to  me  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  receive  the 
consideration  of  the  noUe  Earl  and  the 
London  County  Council.  One  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  Council  is  rather  behind- 
hand in  the  work  they  have  already 
undertaken  with  regard  to  the  provision 
to  be  made  for  lunatics.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  conclusive  objection  to  the  Bill, 
because  the  passing  of  the  measure  will 
relieve  the  pressure  now  complained  of. 
It  is  also  urged  that  enormous  expense 
will  be  incurred.  That  may  or  may  not 
be  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  rate- 
payers, but  they  can  urge  it  on  the 
County  Council,  who  rule  their  own 
finance.  It  does  not  concern  me  in 
respect  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners.  On  the  whole,  I  think 
the  Bill,  if  properly  amended  in  one  or 
two  directions,  which  can  be  indicated  in 
Committee,  will  be  an  advantageous 
addition  to  the  Statute-book,  and  I  will 
support  the  Second  Reading. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Earl  Carrington. 


{COMMONS}  BiU  Bugmm.  1516 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  BALFOUR  OT  BURLEIGH  :  I 
assume  that  as  this  Bill  only  amends  as 
English  Act  it  will  not  apjdy  to  Scotland. 
The  Bill  has  been  drafted  privately  and 
not  by  a  public  Department,  and,  there- 
fore, probaUy  that  point  has  been  over* 
looked.  I  do  not  wish  to  raise  any 
difficulty  about  it  now,  but  if  the  point 
is  not  clear — and  I  have  had  one  or  two 
letters  from  Scotland  asking  whether 
the  Bin  is  intended  to  api^y  to  Scotland 
— I  think  it  would  be  as  well  to  put  in 
a  clause  to  the  effect  that  it  does  not  so 

»pply- 

Lord  REAY:  It  is  not  intended  that 
the  Bill  should  apply  to  Scotland, 
but  I  urn  quite  willing,  if  the  noble 
Lord  wishes  it,  to  insert  a  claus:  to  that 
effect. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  point  can  be  considered  before  tli» 
Standing  Committee. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

NEWCASTLE  CHAPTER  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL[H.L.] 

Read  3*  (according  to  Order)  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

GUINEA  POSTAL  ORDERS  BILL. 
Read   3     (according  to   Order),    and 
passed. 

Hoaae  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Six  o'clock,  to 
Thnnday  next,  a  quarter 
past  Poor  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  7  th  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.   Speaker    laid    upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
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Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  preyiously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz. : — Shropshire  and  Wor- 
cestershire Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  lliat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Hampton  Court  Gas  Bill,  Lords  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Pontypridd  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [Lords];  South  Lanca- 
shire Tramways  BiU  [Lords].  As 
amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] 
(by  Order).  As  amended,  considered ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time. 

Caatleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bui. 
Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Castle- 
blaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill,  Standing  Orders 
211,  236,  and  237  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Committee  of  Selection  have 
leave  to  appoint  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — {Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill. 
Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  King- 
ston-upon-Hull Corporation  Bill,  Standing 
Order  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13) 
Bill.     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee. 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Western  Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill 


[Lards],  the  Standi]^  Orders  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with.  That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  BiU." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standii^  Orders  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with.  That  the  parties  be 
pwmitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Taflf  Vale 
Railway  Bill  [Lards],  Petition  for  diqiens- 
ing  with  Standing  Order  129  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Mountain  Ash  against  the  Bill, 
the  said  Standing  Order  ought  not  to  be 
dispensed  with." 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order* 
(No.  7)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill. 

Merthyr  Tydvil  Urban  District  Council 
BUI. 

Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell 
Railway  BUI. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  RaUway  Companies  BUI,  with 
Amendments. 

Amendment  to  Education  Board  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham, 
etc.)  Bin  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to  British  Gas  Light 
Company  (Norwich)  Bill  [Lards],  without 
Amendment. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Oonfirmation 
BiU  [Lords],  Second  Reading  deferred 
till  Thursday  (Evening  Sitting). 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  BiU 
[Lords].  Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  IBUI 
[Lords] ;  Fife  Electric  Power  BUI  [Lordt]. 
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Keported,  with  Amendments;   Beports 
to  ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Local  Government  Prorisional  Order 
^0.  16)  Bill.  Eeported  [Proviaional 
Order  not  confirmed];  E«port  to  lie 
upon  the  Tabl& 

PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 

Petition  from  Henfield,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION FOR  NON-RENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Petition  against:  from  Hejwood; 
Swinton ;  and  Eccles ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND 
MENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dalkeith,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Beports  by  Mr. 
J.  B.  Mulvany,  His  Majesty's  Gonsul- 
General  at  Dusseldorf,  and  Dr.  F.  Ph. 
Koenig,  the  British  Vice-Consul,  on  the 
outbreak  of  Ankylostomiasis  in  the 
Westphalian  Colliery  District  in  Germany 
{by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

-GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Copy  presented,  of  Beport  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  to  dispensing  mth 
the  consent  of  the  Borden  Parish  Council 
in  the  case  of  the  Mid  Kent  Water 
Provisional  Order  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  241.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
<}on8ular  Beports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  593  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,   of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Beports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3016  to    3019  [by   Command];    to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Be-adjnstment  of  Ecclesiastical 
Endowments- 
Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
£.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Salford,  as  Church  Estates  Commissioner, 
what  is  approximately  the  present 
annual  value  (as  defined  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  Incumbents  Besignation 
Act  (1871)  Amendment  Act,  1887),  of 
the  benefice  of  St.  Botdph,  Bishopegate, 
in  the  City  of  London ;  what  communi- 
cations (if  any)  have  passed  between  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  and  the 
Bishop  of  London,  as  patron  of  the  living, 
with  regard  to  the  surrender  by  the  next 
presentee  of  a  portion  of  the  income  of 
the  benefice,  and  to  what  purpose  or 
purposes  it  is  proposed  that  the  amount 
so  surrendered  should  be  appUed;  uid 
whether  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
wiU  consider  the  question  of  applying  to 
Parliament  for  fmther  powers  to  enable 
them  to  enforce  a  re-adjustment  of 
endowments  in  such  cases  forthe  benefit 
of  poor  benefices. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lees  Kmrwlet.)  In  a 
Beturn  (No.  78,  of  1902),  made  by  the 
Bishop  of  London  pursuant  to  an  Order 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  annual 
value  of  this  benefice  is  stated  as  £2,300. 
There  has  been  no  communication 
between  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
and  the  Bishop  of  London  as  to  the 
surrender  by  the  next  incumbent  of 
any  portion  of  the  incom&  The  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners  have  already 
power,  with  consent  of  the  patron  and 
Bishop,  to  frame  schemes  for  ratification 
by  His  Majesty  in  Council  for  apportion- 
ing the  income  of  a  benefice  between  it 
and  other  benefices  in  the  same  patron- 


House    of  Commons— Ventilfttion  CSom- 
mittee— Publication  of  Eeport 

Mb.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire):  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Derby- 
shire, as  representing  the  First  Commis 
sioner  of  Works,  when  the  Beport  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  ventilation  and  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  House  of  Commons  wiU  De 
presented. 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.)  The 
date  of  the  presentation  of  the  Beport  is 
rather  a  matter  for  the  Committee  than 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works.  But 
the  First  Commissioner  understands 
that  the  Committee  ^^is  now  considering 
its  Beport. 

Wheat  Exports  from  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

Sir  HOWABD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  it  he  can  state  what 
proportion  of  the  wheat  imported  last 
year  ostensibly  from  the  TJmted  States 
was  in  reality  of  Canadian  growth, 
owing  to  the  railway  facilities  offered  by 
the  American  companies  and  the  shipping 
advantages  from  American  ports;  and, 
further,  if  the  IntelUgence  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  in  possession  of 
information  as  to  the  relative  area  of 
the  land  suitable  for  wheat  awaiting 
development  in  the  United  States  and 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  I  regret 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  state  what  pro- 
portion of  the  wheat  recorded  in  the 
Trade  Accounts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  having  been  imported  from  the 
United  States  last  year  was  of  Canadian 
growth  or  vice  versd.  The  answer  to  the 
second  portion  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negatiTe. 

Railway  Facilities  in  Anglesey. 
Mr.  ELLIS  GBIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  railway  arrangements  for 
the  county  of  Anglesey ;  is  he  aware 
tliat  the  first  ordinary  train  does  not 
leave  Holyhead  until  8  a.m.,  making  it 
impossible  for  business  men  to  reach 
the  nearest  English  towns  until  after- 
noon ;  that  the  lajst  stopping  train 
leaves  at  6  p.m.,  causing  inconvenience 
to  country  people  who  wish  to  do 
business  at  Holyhettd  on  market  and 
other  days ;  that  owing  to  the  distances 
between  stations  a  large  part  of  the 
county  is  not  accorded  convenient  rail- 
way faciUties ;  and  that,  although  their 
attention  has  been  called  to  these  and 
other  facts,  and  the  grievances  have 
been  admitted  by  them,  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  have 


not  taken  any  steps  to  meet  the  want» 
of  the  district ;  and,  if  so,  whether  h& 
will  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
company  to  cause  them  to  establish  a 
more  satisfactory  train  service,  and  to- 
erect  new  stations  in  the  county. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The- 
Board  have  brought  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  to  the  notice  of  the  railway 
company  referred  to.  They  cannot 
further  intervene  in  questions  of 
passenger  traffic  arrangements,  which 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  th& 
several  railway  companies. 

Wheat  Imports  into  Gtetmany. 
Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  what  is 
the  duty  per  quartecupon  wheat  charged 
upon  entry  into  Germany ;  and  what  i» 
the  present  price  of  wheat  in  Germany 
as  compared  with  the  price  of  the  same 
quality  in  Great  Britain. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  If  my 
hon.  friend  will  be  good  enough  to  refer 
to  the  printed  answers  to  Questions 
given  yesterdayt  (page  1 252)  he  will  see 
that  I  have  already  answered  this 
Question. 

Law  of  Valuation— Introduction  of  Fresh. 
Legislation. 

Mb.  LUKE  WHITE  (Yorkshire,  E.R., 
Buckrose) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
can  state  when  it  is  intended  to  introduce 
the  measure  for  improving  the  Law  of 
Valuation  and  Assessment. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I 
cannot  at  present  state  when  I  shtJl  be 
in  a  position  to  introduce  the  Bill  referred 
to. 

Perfoiming  Bears  in  Public  Streets. 

Mr.  BROOKE  ROBINSON  (Dudley) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  (he 
Home  Department  whether  the  attention 
of  the  police  has  been  drawn  to  one,  if  not 
two,  performing  bears  that  have  for 
several  weeks  past  been  in  the  streets  of 
the  Metropolis ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
what  occurred  upon  a  previous  occasion, 

t  See  page  1376. 
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the  police  will  now,  before  a  fatal 
Occident  happens,  require  these  bears  to 
be  taken  away  from  the  Metropolis. 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Aken- 
Douglas.)  The  police  have  been  paying 
4lue  attention  to  this  matter,  and  since 
the  1st  May  have  taken  action  in  six 
cases  in  different  parts  of  the  Metropolis. 
In  two  cases  oonv  ctions  were  obtained, 
in  the  other  cases  the  defendants  were 
^scharged.  The  police  have  no  power 
to  require  that  these  bears  shall  be 
removed,  and  can  only  intervene  when 
they  are  the  cause  of  obstruction  or  are 
«xhibited  to  the  annoyance  of  inhabitants 
jor  passers  by. 


Disorderly  Houses  in  Southvark. 

Captain  NOETON  (Newington,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  by  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Southwark  to  die  difficulty 
«xperienced  in  dealing  with  disorderly 
houses  in  their  district,  in  view  of  refusals 
of  magistrates  presiding  at  police  Courts 
in  the  borough  to  convict,  and  of  the 
penalties  imposed  in  the  case  of  persons 
prosecuted  for  keeping  disorderly  nouses, 
find  whether  he -can  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  A  complaint  was  made  to  me 
last  year  by  the  Council  of  the  fiorough 
.of  Southwark  to  the  effect  indicated,  but 
I  cannot  say  that  the  facts  of  the  parti- 
xiiilar  case  to  which  reference  was  made 
were  such  as  to  satisfy  me  that  the  com- 
plaint was  well-founded.  The  magistrates 
dealing  with  these  cases  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion with  which  I  have  no  power  to 
interfere. 

Irish  Agricnltnral  Department— Clerical 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
aak  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  regard 
to  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Agricultural 
Department,  he  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
precise  particulars  respecting  the  nature 
and  result  of  the  representations  to  the 
Treasury,  in  the  case  of  the  gentlemen' 
whose  services  range  from  nine  to  eleven 
years  and  whose  salaries  are  still  con- 
siderably under  £100  a  year,  made  at  the 
time  it  was  proposed  to  promote  a  tem- 


porary clerk  with  approximately  two 
years  service  to  a  staff  post  with  salary 
rising  to  £250  per  annum. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  De- 
partment recommended  that  the  salaries 
of  two  of  the  five  clerks  who  had  from 
nine  to  eleven  years  service,  and  whose 
remuneration  at  the  time  was  under  £100 
a  year,  should  be  increased  to  £120,  and 
that  the  increment  of  salary  in  the  cases 
of  the  other  three  clerks  should  be 
increased  to  £5  a  year.  The  first  of  these 
proposals  was  agreed  to  by  the  Treasury. 

Petrol— Sunested  Extraction  from  Irish 
Beet  and  Potatoes. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  L*eland  whether,  seeing  that 
the  petrol  used  for  motor-cars  is  a  purely 
foreign  product,  experiments  will  be 
made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
with  a  view  to  supplanting  its'  use  by 
alcohol  extracted  from  Irish-grown 
beetroot  and  potatoes. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
matter  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Department. 

Irish  Land  Oommission— Entailed 
Estates. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM-QUIN  (Glar 
morganshire) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how, 
upon  the  sale  to  the  Land  Commission  of 
an  entailed  family  mansion-house  and 
demesne  land  by  a  tenant  for  life,  the 
purchase  money  will  be  dealt  with  and 
how  the  rights  of  the  remaindermen  will 
be  preserved  ;  and  whether,  upon  such 
mansion-house  and  demesne  land  being 
resold  to  the  tenant  for  life  in  considera- 
tion of  a  rent-charge,  they  will,  subject  to 
the  rent-charge,  be  subject  to  the  original 
entail  and  the  rights  of  the  remaindermen 
secured  to  them,  and  how  this  will  be 
accomplished. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
purchase  money  will  be  paid  over  to  the 
trustees  of  the  settlement,  to  be  held  by 
them  on  the  trust  of  that  settlement. 
The  intention  of  the  Bill  is  that  the 
demesne  or  lands  re-purchased  shall  be 
held  free  and  discharged  from  the  trusts 
of  the  settlement,  but  the  question  is, 
with  others  affecting  the  matter,  under 
consideration. 
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Sztra  Police  at  Bmrea,  Oounty  Idinarick- 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  ex- 
plain why  extra  police  hare  been  drafted 
into  the  village  of  Bruree,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  on  whom  will  the  coet  fall, 
and  will  he  now  direct  that  they  be  re- 
moved as  the  place  is  peaceable. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  fFt/ndham.)  Three 
constables  were  sent  to  Bruree  in  conse- 
quence of  a  strike  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
two  of  them  have  since  been  withdrawn. 
The  third  constable  will  return  to  his 
station  when  his  services  are  no  longer 
required.  The  cost  of  the  extra  con- 
stables will  be  defrayed  from  the  Con- 
stabulary Vote. 

Accommodation  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment at  Aldershot  Review. 

Major  BASCU  (Essex,  Chelmsford) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  any  enclosure  or  accommodation 
will  be  provided  for  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  Aldershot  on 
Wednesday. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Owing  to  the  short  notice  of  the  changed 
date  of  the  Review,  in  view  of  the  visit 
of  President  Loubet,  it  was  not  possible 
to  erect  stands  to  see  the  Review. 
Arrangements  were  made  to  make  any 
accommodation  which  was  possible  avail- 
able, and  an  announcement  was  inserted 
in  the  newspapers  j-equesting  that  those 
desiring  tickets  for  the  Review  at  Aider- 
shot  should  apply  to  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  there,  and  I  understand  that 
the  available  space  has  been  allotted  to 
the  very  utmost  extent  possible. 

iKmdon  UniTersity— Positions  of  Profit 
for  members  of  Senate- 

Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  (Warwickshire, 
Eugby) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  as  members  of  the 
Senate  of  the  University  of  London  have 
now  been  appointed  to  paid  of&ces  under 
the  Senate  as  professors  and  examiners, 
although  under  the  former  charter  no 
member  of  the  Senate  was  eligible  as  an 
examiner,  he  will  propose  an  Amendment 
of  the  University  of  London  Act,  making 
members  of  the  Senate  ineligible  for 
auch  positions  of  emolument. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfowr.)  The 
University  of  London  as  constituted 
under  charter  was  merely  an  examining 
commission  awarding  diplomas  and  de- 
grees to  students  trained  in  institutions 
having  no  organic  connection  with  the 
University    or  to    students  trained  by 

Srivate  study.  Ii  was  therefore  very 
esirable  that  the  commission  that 
awarded  the  honours  and  settled  the 
schemes  of  examination  should  not  ap- 
point themselves  to  the  office  of  ex- 
aminer in  receipt  of  a  salary.  The 
present  University,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  reconstituted  by  the  Act  of  1898,  is 
a  teaching  University,  created  with  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  teachers  a  share  in 
the  work  of  the  University,  whether  by 
examination,  by  teaching,  or  by  research. 
The  receipt  of  a  salary  from  the  Uni- 
versity chest  does  not  preclude  a  pro- 
fessor or  internal' exaijfiiner  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  from  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  those  Universities,  and  from  a 
seat  on  a  Syndicate  or  Delegacy  or 
Council  of  the  Senate,  and  any  such 
restriction  would  cripple  the  power 
of  the  University  to  call  to  its  aid  its 
most  distinguished  teachers  and  ex- 
aminers. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Beligioos  Instruction  in  Public 
Elementary  Schools- 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education  if  he  will 
alter  the  by-law  respecting  the  hours  of 
attendance  of  children  in  public  elemen- 
tary schools,  so  that  only  those  children 
shall  be  compelled  to  attend  the  schools 
during  the  time  devoted  to  religious  in- 
struction whose  parents  have  seiit  a 
written  request  to  the  managers,  express- 
ing the  wish  that  their  children  shall  be 
present  during  such  instruction. 

♦The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  The  proposal  contained  in  the 
Question  does  not  appear  to  the  Board 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Section  7  (I)  of  the  Elementary 
Education  Act  of  1870,  and  is  not,  there- 
fore, such  as  the  Board  could  properly 
adopt.    I  may  draw  the  hon.  Member's 
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attention  to  the  new  model  by-laws 
recently  issued  by  the  Board,  which, 
they  are  advised,  follow  exactly  Section 
7  (1)  of  the  Act  of  1870 ;  in  districts 
where  these  are  adopted  by  the  local 
authority,  parents  will  be  able  to  with- 
draw their  children  in  all  cases  from  the 
school  premises  during  the  time  set  apart 
for  instruction  in  religious  subjects. 


Education  Bate— Passiv«  Besistance- 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
seizure  of  goods  for  the  non-payment  of 
education  rates,  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
value  of  the  goods  seized  has  been  in 
most  cases  in  excess  of  the  amount  of 
the  rate  demanded ;  will  he  state 
whether  the  authorities  have  his  sanction 
in  seizing  goods  in  excess  of  the  amount 
required ;  and  wtether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  action  in  the  matter  to  ensure  a 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  law. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  have  seen  newspaper 
reports  of  cases  where  goods  have  been 
taken  on  account  of  the  non-payment  of 
rates,  but  I  do  not  know  what  was  the 
value  of  the  goods  taken.  It  is  a  general 
rule  of  law  that  an  excessive  distress  is 
an  illegal  proceeding  for  which  the 
person  aggrieved  would  have  his  remedy 
by  action.  Whether  in  any  particular 
instance  the  distress  is  excessive  is  a 
legal  question  to  be  determined  according 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The 
matter  is  not  one  with  respect  to  which 
I  have  any  jurisdiction,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  tsJie  any  action  with  regard 
to  it. 


Newry  Sessions— Jurors. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  jurors  are  summoned  to  the 
Newry  Sessions  from  the  whole  of  the 
barony  of  Iveagh,  Lower  Half,  although 
two-thirds  of  that  barony  is  situate 
in  the  Downpatrick  Sessions  District; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  the  jurors  thus  summoned,  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  the  practice  dis- 
continued. 


The  CHIEI'  SECRETARY  toe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wtndham,  Dover):  The 
Jurors'  Book  is  prepared  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  and  Peace  from  lists  made 
by  the  clerks  of  unions.  Complaints 
have  been  made  to  the  effect  mentioned 
in  the  Question ;  but  the  mistakes 
originate,  I  understand,  in  the  lists 
supplied  by  clerks  of  unions.  The 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  will 
personally  look  into  the  matter  and 
endeavour  to  have  the  defects  remedied 
at  the  next  Revision  Sessions  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH :  I  think  the  Jury 
List  is  prepared  by  the  Sub-Sheriff  and 
not  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Peace. 

Dublin  Detectives  and  the  Gameia. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  detectives  of  the  Dublin 
police  are  giving  annoyance  to  some 
citizens  of  Dublin  oy  photographing  them; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  who  is  responsible 
for  this  conduct  of  the  police;  and 
whether  he  will  order  it  to  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  understand  that 
one  or  two  constables  in  plain  clothes 
took  "snapshots"  of  individuals  in  the 
streets.  Complaint  having  been  made, 
the  police  will  not  act  in  this  manner  in 
future. 

Irish  Local  Qevemment. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  state 
whether  he  proposes  in  the  next  session 
of  Parliament  to  introduce  any  further 
amending  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  give  any 
undertaking  with  respect  to  legislation 
next  session. 

Crime  in  County  Longford. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  at  the 
June  quarter  sessions  for  County  Long- 
ford, County  Court  Judge  Cuiran  com- 
plimented the  Grand  Jury  on  the  peace- 
ful state  of  the  county ;  that  at  the  summer 
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assizes  there  was  not  one  custody  case  for 
trial  and  practically  no  criminal  basiness 
to  be  done ;  and,  U  so,  whether,  in  these 
circumstances,  he  proposes  to  continue 
the  application  to  the  county  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887,  now  in  force  there. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  matter  is  en- 
gaging the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  When  may  we 
have  the  fruit  of  the  consideration  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  When  we  reach 
the  gap  between  the  Committee  and  Re- 
port stages  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill  I  will 
give  personal  attention  to  the  matter. 

Irish  County  C!ouncil  Accounts- 
Ma.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  approved  of 
the  form  of  the  new  ledger  required  by 
the  secretaries  of  County  Councils  in 
view  of  recent  legislation ;  and  whether, 
owing  to  the  public  inconvenience  that 
has  been  created  by  the  fact  that  the 
copyright  ledgers  now  in  use  are  out  of 
print  and  new  copies  are  not  available, 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  them- 
selves issue  a  form  of  ledger  suitable  for 
the  altered  requirements  of  the  County 
Councils. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  accounts 
wliich  must  be  kept  in  the  county 
ledger  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  it  has  not  pre- 
scribed a  particular  form  of  ledger,  nor 
is  it  considered  desirable  to  do  so. 

Ballymote  Fair-Bent  Appeals- 
Mb.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Land  Commission 
have  made  any  investigation  into  the 
complaint  from  Mr  Thomas  M. 
Killoran,  Ballymote,  that  an  appeal  was 
heard  by  them  against  the  fair  rent 
fixed  by  the  sub-Commissioners  on  the 
19th  June,  1900,  on  a  holding  on  the 
estate  of  Colonel  French,  which  he 
purchased  from  Mrs.  Kate  Shaw,  formerly 
Roddy,  although  no  notice  of  appeal  was 
served  on  Mr.  Killoran  or  Mr.  Shaw ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  say  with  what  result. 
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Me.  WYNDHAM :  Mr.  Killoran  was 
present  at  the  inspection  of  the  holding 
by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  in 
March  last,  and  also  gave  evidence  on 
the  re-hearing  of  the  case  at  Sligo  in 
April. 

Me.  TULLY :  Has  inquiry  been  made 
as  to  why  the  notice  has  not  been 
served  on  the  tenant  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  cannot  say. 

Irish  Land  Bill— Definition  of 
"  Occupiers  of  Land-" 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the 
words  "occupiers  of  land,"  in  Clause  19, 
page  11,  line  27,  include  labourers  who 
are  tenants  of  a  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Technically,  I 
think,  labourers  in  occupation  of 
labourers'  cottages  as  tenants  to  the 
District  Council  would  come  within  the 
description,  but  of  course,  the  Land 
Commission  should  make  proper  pro- 
visions to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
District  Council,  so  that  the  right  would 
be  appurtenant  to  the  cottage  and 
not  a  personal  right  of  the  labourer. 

Head  Bent. 
Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
he  would  insert  a  clause  in  the  Irish 
Land  Bill  giving  tenants  who  purchased 
their  holdings  under  the  24th  Section 
of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  1881, 
subject  to  a  head  rent,  the  right  to 
purchase  this  head  rent  at  a  price 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  financial 
scheme  of  the  Act  of  1881  was  essentially 
different  from  that  of  the  present  Bill. 
The  cases  of  the  nature  mentioned  are 
few  in  number  and  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  open  up  past  transactions. 

Cork  Uodel  Schools. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  received 
informtition  that  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland  have 
refused   admission   to   the    ofiicials   of 
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the  Cork  Technical  iDstniction  Com- 
mittee; that  on  Saturday  the  head 
and  aaaiataat  masters  of  the  Technical 
School  were  reused  admisaion,  and 
will  he  take  any  steps  to  prevent  the 
work  of  technical  education  in  Cork 
being  brought  to  a  standstill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  say  more 
than  that  as  soon  as  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill  is  completed 
— which  I  assume  will  be  at  an  early 
hour  to-morrow — I  will  give  this  and 
other  matters  attention.  At  present 
I  find  it  impocisible  to  do  so. 

Japan  and  Bnsaia. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Reeis): 
I  desire  to  ask  a  Question  of  which  I 
have  given  private  notic&  Have  the 
Government  any  information  to  the 
eifect  that  Japan  is  mobilising  her 
forces  and  that  an  outbreak  of  hostilities 
in  the  far  East  between  that  country 
and  Russia  is  impending!  Have  the 
Government  taken,  or  do  they  propose 
to  take  any  steps  to  induce  these  two 
countries  to  resort  for  the  settlement 
of  the  di£ference8  between  them  to  the 
tribunal  of  The  Hague,  or  do  they 
propose  in  any  other  way  to  use  their 
good  offices  to  prevent  hostilities  1  Can 
I,  in  the  absence  of  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  have  an  answer  from 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  or  from  the 
Home  Secretary  1 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  As 
no  notice  has  been  given  of  the  Ques- 
tion I  cannot  answer  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  your 
pardon,  I  gave  notice  to  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  But  you 
did  j  not  give  me  any  notice. 

The  Beview  at  Aldershot. 
Referring  to  an    unstarred   Question 
which :  appeared  on  the  Paper  in  the 
name  of  Major  Rasch. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.):  As  time  is  pressing,  I  desire 
to  ask  whoever  happens  to  be  leading 


the  House  at  this  mcnnent  whether  he 
can  give  any  information  as  to  Question 
No.  38,  whether  any  accommodation  will 
be  provided  for  Members  at  Aldershot 
on  Wednesday. 

*  BfR.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
should  have  starred  his  Question. 

Dr  FABQUHARSON  :  The  Question 
is  not  mine. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  That  is  an  additional 
reason  why  the  hon.  Member  should  not 
ask  it. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON:  May  I  ask 
it  on  my  own  account  1 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  not  in  order 
when  an  hon.  Member  has  an  unstarred 
Question  on  the  Paper  for  another  hon. 
Member  to  get  up  and  ask  it. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  Perhaps  some 
Member  of  the  Government  would  like 
to  volunteer  an  answer  to  the  Ques- 
tion t 

[No  reply  was  returned.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  now  give  any  indication 
as  to  when  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  wiD  be 
taken ;  and  if,  in  view  of  the  important 
subjects  to  be  discussed  and  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  no  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  many  recent  military 
events  and  developments,  he  will  allow 
two  days  for  the  remaining  Military 
Votes. 

Thb  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
ACLAND-HooD,  Somersetshire,  Welling- 
ton) said  :  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
authorised  me  to  say  that  the  Vote  for 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  will  be  taken  either  on  Thursday 
week  or  Thursday  fortnight  As 
regards  the  second  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  have  been  desired  to  say  that 
the  Government  can  hold  out  no 
hope  of  giving  two  full  Supply  days 
to  the  Army  Estimates,  in  view  of  the 
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claims  of  other  important  services 
which  have  not  yet  been  before  the 
House. 


Mr.  PIRIE  :  As  there  was  an  under- 
■tanding  that  the  debate  should  not  be 
delayed  until  too  late  in  the  session,  I 
hope  it  will  be  fixed  for  Thursday 
week. 

Sm  A.  ACLANDHOOD:  I  will  men- 
tion that  to  the  First  Lord. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  Will  any  time  be 
allowed  for  the  Militia  Vote  to  be  dis- 
cussed t  It  has  not  been  debated  for 
years. 

Sib  a.  ACLAND-HOOD:  I  cannot 
say,  but  I  should  hope  some  of  the 
time  set  apart  for  the  Army  Estimates 
will  be  given  to  it 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILEE  (Glouoester- 
ehire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  Is  it  still  intended 
to  take  the  Naval  Works  Bill  first  on 
Friday  t  May  it  be  assumed  that  if  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  is  not  finished  this  even- 
ing it  will  be  taken  as  the  first  order 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  business  which 
has  been  put  first  to-morrow  will  come 
after  it  Y 

Sib  A.  ACLAND-HOOD :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  correct  as  to  the 
course  which  will  be  adopted  to-morrow. 
Should  the  Education  Vote  be  passed 
in  reasonable  time  on  Thursday, 
it  is)ipropo8ed  to  take  Class  2  of  the 
Scotch  Vote  immediately  afterwards. 
On  Friday  it  is  proposed  to  take  the 
Report  stage  of  the  Scotch  Licensing  Bill, 
and  on  Monday  it  is  intended  to  take  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Naval  Works 
Bill. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar):  What  about  the 
London  Education  Bill  t 

Sib  A.  ACLAND-HOOD :  The  London 
Education  Bill  will  probaUy  be  taken  on 
Tuesday. 

NATIONAL    EXPENDITURE. 
Report  from  the    Select    Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appen- 
dix, brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
he  printed.    [No.  242.] 


LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 
SOLIDATION AND  AMEND- 
MENT BILL,  consolidated  from 
LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL  AND  LICENS- 
ING ACTS  CONSOLIDATION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com  mittec 
on  Trade  etc.,  with  Amendments. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  243.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  oi  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  [No. 
243.] 

Wl,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  267.] 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  (CHAIRMAN'S 
PANEL). 

Sir  James  Fergusson  reported  from 
the  Chairman's  Panel ;  That  they  had 
appointed  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis  to  act 
as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  Bills  relating  to 
Law  and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Legal 
Procedure,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con 
sideration  of  the  Prevention  of  Corrup- 
tion Bill  [Lords],  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Stuart-Wortley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection ;  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (in- 
cluding Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures;  Mr. 
Black,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Charles 
Douglas,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Sir  Charles 
Cayzer,  Mr.  Round,  Mr.  Eugene 
Wason,  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  and  Mr. 
Young;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion: Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Dillon,  Colonel 
Long,  Sir  William  Mather,  Mr.  Ailwyn 
Fellowes,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Chaoning, 
Mr.  Garfit,  and  Mr.  O'Malley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  Tomorrow,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  268.] 
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IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Coasidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  chair.] 

Clause  65. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  32,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•seven,  and  insert  the  word  'two.'" — (Mr. 
William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
•  seven '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

♦Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.)  said  this 
particular  stage  of  the  Bill  was  of  the 
most  supreme  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  congested  districts  in  Ireland. 
This  and  some  subsequent  Amendments 
dealt  with  the  question  of  congestion  in 
the  West  of  Ireland,  and  in  his  opinion, 
if  the  subject  was  not  satisfactorily  and 
courageously  grappled  with  by  the 
Government,  the  Bill  would  prove  a 
disappointment  and  not  a  boon  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  western  provinces. 
These  people  were  agreed  on  one  thing, 
and  that  was  that  unless  some  principle 
of  popular  representation  was  intro- 
duced mto  the  constitution  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  and  unless  addi- 
tional and  compulsory  powers  were  given 
to  that  body  to  acquire  land,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  enlarge  the  existing  small 
holdings,  the  tide  of  emigration  would 
not  be  stemmed,  land  could  not  be 
procured  for  landless  people,  and  the  land 
problem  would  remain  unsolved.  As  to 
his  own  county  of  Sligo,  that  knew  not 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  it  was 
divided  into  four  unions,  all  of  them  being 
partly  congested.  In  Boyle  No.  2  Union 
there  were  thirteen  electoral  divisions, 
nine  of  which  were  unscheduled.  The 
valuation  of  the  unscheduled  jjortion 
was  £22,507,  while  that  of  the  grazing 
farms  was  £4,560.  The  holdings  under 
£8  in  the  unscheduled  portion  numbered 
1,381.  In  two  of  the  unscheduled 
divisions  the  gross  valuation  was  £7,414, 
while  the  valuation  of  the  grazing  farms 
in  the  same  division  was  £2,523  or  over 
one-third  of  the  whole.  In  the  scheduled 
divisions  the  valuation  was  £8,557,  and 
the  number  of  the  holdings  under  £8  was 
1,059.     These  figures  were  characteristic 


of  the  state  of  the  whole  county,  and 
clearly  showed  that  it  ought  to  be 
scheduled  as  a  congested  district.  In  the 
whole  county  of  Sligo  there  were  9,117 
holdings  under  £10  valuation,  or  nearly 
70  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  it  was  safe 
to  say  that  nearly  60  per  cent,  of  these 
holdings  were  under  £7  valuation.  They 
had  in  Sligo  county  a  population  en- 
deavouring to  eke  out  a  miserable 
exist-ence  on  tracts  of  the  reclaimed 
morass,  whUe  on  the  other  hand 
they  had  deserts  of  the  grazing 
lands  in  the  hands  of  land  jobbers  ana 
absentee  landlords.  Here  was  ample 
work  for  the  Congested  Districts  Bou^ 
and  unless  some  such  scheme  as  that 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
was  accepted  by  the  Government,  how 
could  the  problem  of  the  West  be  settled  t 
He  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  sincerely  desirous  of  securing  a 
speedy  settlement  of  the  land  question. 
They  thanked  him  for  his  efforts,  and 
for  meeting  them  in  the  conciliatory 
spirit  he  had  done.  They  thanked  him 
also  for  the  sympathy  he  had  shown 
in  the  case  of  the  evicted  tenants 
and  of  the  large  farmers,  and  they 
now  appealed  to  him  to  tackle  thu 
problem  of  the  West  boldly  and 
courageously  by  granting  the  concessions 
asked  for — concessions  which  could 
injure  neither  the  Government,  the 
landlord,  nor  the  British  taxpayer,  but 
which  would  bring  peace  and  happiness 
to  the  people  of  the  congested  districts. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  agreed  that  in  the  opinion  erf 
those  who  represented  the  con- 
gested districts  this  was  the  most 
important  part  of  the  Land  Bill 
On  the  preceding  evening  they 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  slow  rate  of 
progress  made  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  in  Connaught.  He  thought  there 
was  still  greater  cause  of  complaint  to 
be  found  in  the  South  and  South-weet, 
where  there  had  been  an  absolute  and 
total  neglect  of  large  congested  districts. 
What  had  the  Board  done  in  the  county 
of  Kerry  during  the  last  twelve  years  % 
With  the  best  and  most  philanthropic 
intentions,  it  had  done pr(u:tieally  nothing- 
True,  it  had  built  piers  around  the  sea 
coast  which  had  been  a  help  to  fishermen 
in   plying  their  dangerous  ealling,  but 
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beyond  that,  there  had  been  no  really 
useful  reproductive  work  initiated  or 
oarried  out  by  the  Bo&fA  in  that  county. 
It  had  been  tuggested  that  the  Board 
had  purposdy  confined  its  operations  to 
one  particular  district  because  it  was 
really  experimenting,  but,  so  far  as  he 
«ould  gather,  the  people  of  that  district 
even  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the 
work  done.  The  inhabitants  of  Kerry, 
however,  could  not  accept  that  explana- 
tion as  a  satisfactory  reply  to  their  de- 
mand. It  had  been  said  the  condition 
of  Kerry  was  not  so  bad  as  that  of 
Gonnaught,  but  he  ventured  to  say  that 
the  condition  of  Kerry  was  something 
which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  these 
days  when  science  was  progressing  and 
when  the  state  of  the  people  in  every 
civilised  country  was  improving.  It 
was  a  hopeless  condition,  which  was 
driving  the  people  out  of  the  country. 
The  population  of  Kerry  was  returned 
at  165,000 ;  yet  in  the  last  fifty  years 
no  fewer  than  211,000  had  emigrated 
from  that  county  alone.  How  were  the 
people  housed  1  According  to  a  recent 
Beturn,  no  fewer  than  333  famUies  of 
Ave  persons  were  living  in  one-roomed 
hovels ;  271  faimilies  of  six  were  similarly 
housed,  and  the  same  observation  applied 
to  180  families  of  seven.  And  this  state 
of  things  existed  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  no  fewer  than  1,000  cottages 
had  been  erected  under  the  Labourers 
Act.  This  was  a  deplorable  state  of 
things  which  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  power  to  deal  with,  and 
yet  they  had  done  absolutely  nothing 
in  Kerry  to  remedy  it.  What  did 
Che  Poor  Law  Returns  disclose  %  In 
Donegal  one  person  in  every  151  was 
supported  out  of  the  poor  rate;  in 
Mayo  one  in  fifty-eight,  and  in  Kerry 
one  in  thirty-five !  Was  it  not  time  that 
something  was  done  for  Kerry  Y  He 
might  be  asked  what  remedy  he  had  to 
propose.  His  reply  was  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  county  there  was  land 
now  going  to  waste.  He  knew  of  one 
particular  tract  of  marsh  land  which 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago  was  growing 
wheat,  but  which,  for  want  of  an  em- 
bankment, could  not  now  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  All  along  the  verge  of 
that  land  were  poor  people  huddled  in 
-small  holdings,  and  among  these  this 
land    might  well  be  divided  with  great 


advantage.  But  Lord  Ventry  refused  to 
•ell  it,  although  an  offer  was  made  with 
a  view  to  having  it.  embanked  and 
divided  up.  He  had  heard  that  day 
that  the  Board  had  made  a  start  in 
Kerry  by  purchasing  an  estate  of  100 
acres;  but  what  a  poor  show  was  that 
for  eleven  years  labours !  If  the  clause 
were  passed  in  its  present  form,  enabling 
the  Board  to  hold  farms  for  seven  years, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  congested  districts 
would  have  little  to  hope  for  from  the 
Bill,  and  the  tide  of  emigration  would 
flow  on  uninterruptedly.  They  could 
not  hope  for  good  results  imtil  the  people 
were  represented  on  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.  He  held  that  the  work 
could  be  more  effectively  performed  by 
the  County  Councils,  the  members  of 
which  were  drawn  from  the  people  and 
knew  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  surely 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  prided 
itself  on  its  representative  character, 
should  be  prepared  to  give  to  Ireland 
that  shght  extension  of  the  representa- 
tive principle. 

♦Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  said  that 
according  to  the  Returns  recently  issued 
there  were  only  three  counties  in  Ireland 
in  which  there  were  electoral  divisions, 
in  which  the  valuation  was  below  10s. 
per  head  of  the  population,  and  Galway 
was  one  of  them.  The  average  valuation 
of  that  country  was  only£l  Os.  4d.  per 
head,  and  it  was  the  third  lowest  county 
in  Ireland  in  that  respect.  In  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lived  there  were  four 
electoral  divisions  scheduled  under  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  yet 
so  far  nothing  has  been  done  to 
relieve  the  poverty  of  these  dis- 
tricts. Within  the  four  divisions 
there  was  not  one  solitary  acre  of 
grazing  farm,  whereas  in  the  division 
which  he  represented  there  were  at  least 
100,000  acres  of  the  beet  land  in  Ire- 
land occupied  by  graziers.  As  the  KU 
now  stood  there  was  no  hope  for  the 
people  of  the  poverty-stricken  district 
to  which  he  had  referred.  Generation 
after  generation  the  manhood  of  the 
county  had  been  driven  to  America  and 
other  countries  in  order  to  get  a  market 
for  their  labour  which  was  refused  them 
at  home,  and  he  told  the  Government 
that  they  were  living  in  a  fool's  paradise 
if  they  thought  the  Bill  as  it  stood  would 
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remedy  the  present  terrible  condition  of 
things.  The  grazing  system  was 
in  his  opinion  a  greater  curse  to  their 
country  than  landloidism,  and  he  would 
never  cease  agitating  until  the  rich 
grazing  lands  now  practically  lying  idle 
were  made  available  for  deaUng  with  the 
difficulty  of  the  congestion.  A  curious 
anomaly  in  connection  with  this  question 
was  that  unless  the  valuation  of  a 
division  was  below  30s.  per  head  of 
population  the  inhabitants  could  get  no 
benefit  under  the  Coneested  Districts  Act. 
There  was  the  parish  of  Fahy  and 
Queensborough  in  the  Portumna  Union, 
which  had  20,000  acres  of  land. 
The  population  consisted  of  about  150 
famihes,  and  the  Committee  might  well 
imagine  that  they  were  provided  for  as 
far  as  land  was  concerned.  They 
were  not,  and  why  f  Between  7,000 
and  8,000  acres  were,  however,  in 
the  possession  of  seven  or  eight  graziers, 
scarcely  one  of  whom  resided  in  the 
parish.  In  consequence  of  these  large 
grazing  tracts  the  valuation  was  assessed 
above  30s.  per  head ;  and  the  families  he 
had  mentioned,  who  lived  in  the  bogs  and 
morasses,  were  deprived  of  any  benefit 
whatever  under  the  Congested  Districts 
Acts.  Was  there  any  provision  to  be 
made  for  bettering  such  a  district  as  that  1 
If  not^  how  in  the  name  of  goodness  could 
the  Government  expect  those  families  to 
remain  squatted  in  their  miserable  plots, 
while  7,000  or  8,000  acres  were  in  the 
possession  of  graziers.  The  Committee 
might  wonder  how  it  was  possible  that 
there  were   such  vast  tracts  of  grazing 

land  in  that  parish.     He  would  inform 

them.     Forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  a  Scotch    about  endeavouring  to  amend  the  clause. 


with  a  population  of  about  1.000  inhabi- 
tants. To-day  sixty  or  se>euty  houses 
were  roofless— a  standing  monument  to 
the  work  of  the  evicter — and  the  popula- 
tion had  decreased  to  a  fourth  of  what  it 
was.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  little  that  was  being  donefor  the  towns. 
He  admitted  that  very  little  had  been 
done;  but  the  best  and  most  benefidat 
work  that  could  be  done  for  the  towns 
was  to  plant  the  people  around  them; 
and  not  until  then  would  the  towns  be 
either  prosperous  or  thriving.  He  spoke 
with  great  beat  on  this  matter,  because  he 
lived  amongst  the  people  and  saw  their 
condition.  He  trusted  that  for  the  sake 
of  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  renuiant  of  their  race, 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  be  equal  to  the 
occasion,  and  would  hold  out  some  hope 
for  the  futiure.  Otherwise  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  have  to  mce  in  the  future  the  same 
state  of  things  that  he  had  had  to  face  in 
the  past 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) 
said  he  was  as  anxious  to  expedite  the 
discussion  as  he  was  to  expedite  the 
operations  of  the  Congested  District* 
Board.  He  thought,  however,  that  he 
two  hours  had  been  better  spent  in  not 
whole  course  of  the  debates  on  the  ffill 
than  the  two  hours  that  had  been  spent 
on  the  discussion  of  the  Amendment, 
if  only  for  the  declaration  that  Uie 
discussion  had  elicited  from  the  Chief 
Secretary  last  night.  If  they  could  only 
embody  in  the  Bill  a  report  of  the  rig^t 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  they  really  need 
not  trouble  themselves  very  much  more 


gentleman  named  Pollock  bought  a 
large  tract  in  Galway  which  ex- 
tended along  the  Shannon  and 
Suck  from  Banagher  to  the  lower 
end  of  East  Galway.  Pollock  alone 
evicted  over  1,000  families  who  did  not 
owe  a  penny  of  rent,  and  their  comfort- 
able farms  and  happy  homes  were  tamed 
into  sheep  walks  and  bullock  pastures, 
the  people  being  driven  into  the  bogs  and 
morasses.  The  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  called  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  district  by  priests  and  p>eople 
before  he  introduced  this  Bill.  1  he  same 
condition  of  affairs  obtained  in  the  parish 
of  Eyreco«urt  Forty  years  ago  Eyrecourt 
was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
thriving  towns  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
Mr.  Bofhe. 


It  was  a  very  remarkable  and  important 
declaration.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
recognised  as  fully  as  they  could  desire 
that  up  to  the  present  the  operations  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
been  disappointing,  and  worse  than 
disappointing.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  as  well  as  he  could  remember, 
that  the  Board  would  have  to  drive  ahead 
in  the  future  under  different  conditions, 
and  he  recognised  that  the  time  for  ex- 
periment and  for  elaborate  improvement 
work  had  passed.  He  therefore  pre- 
sumed that  the  work  of  restoring  the 
land  to  the  people  would  now  proceed 
rapidly  and  practically.  That  was  a 
matter  of  the  deepest  satisfaction  to  all 
his  hon.  friends,  and  to  the  people  in  the 
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AVeet  of   Ireland;    and  undoubtedly  it 
marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this 
great  question.     Unfortunately,  the  life 
of  a  speech  in  Parliament  was  very  short ; 
whereas  the  life  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
was  very  long.     The  Chief  Secretary,  as 
far  as  he  understood  him,  did  not  indicate 
by  what  particular  method  he  proposed 
to  enforce  his  own  very  vigorous  views  as 
to  the  action  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.     Now,  while  this  Bill  was  under 
discussion,  was  his  golden  opportunity, 
and  also  their  golden  opportunity,  for 
some    practical    action.       He    still    felt 
very  stiongly   that    two    years  .was    a 
reasonable     limit   for    the    distribution 
of  purchased  land.     The  mere  mention 
of  seven  years  in  the  section  was  a  sort 
of  legal  recognition  that  that  period  was 
not    excessive.      The     Chief    Secretary 
knew  very  well  that  if    the  Congested 
Districts  Board  could,  so  to  speak,  turn 
over  their  capital   every  year   or  two, 
progress  would    be  very  rapid ;  but  if 
that  were  to  be  spread  over  seven  years 
the  result  would  be  disappointing  and 
the  work    would    be    kept  going    for 
another  half  century.     The  right  hon. 
Crentleman  himself  named  five  years  as 
the  extreme  limit  that  he  thought  neces- 
sary, even  in  the  case  of  the  poorest  land. 
He  himself  thought  that  was  an  entirely 
excessive  period;  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  even   substitute  five 
for  seven  in  the  clause,  it  would  probably 
dispense  with  any  further  discussion  on 
this  particular  Amendment,  and  would 
be  accepted  as  an   intimation  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  have  the 
views  expressed  in  his  speech  last  night 
translated  into  action  by  the  Congested 
Districts   Board.    He  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  accept 
tiiat  suggestion. 

Thk  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said 
he  agreed  that  the  time  spent 
in  this  discussion  had  not  been 
wasted.  It  was  only  a  narrow 
question,  but  it  was  a  very  important 
one.  It  was  difficult  to  deal  with  any 
single  matter  in  this  Bill  without  some 
reference  being  made  to  a  great  many 
other  matters  interwoven  with  it,  and 
on  this  subject  they  had  had  something 
resembling  a  Second  Reading  debate 
He  had  a  good  deal  more  to  say  upon 
this  question  which,  however,  could  be 


more  appropriately  said  upon  an  Amend- 
ment  wiiich    appeared   on    the   Paper 
lower  down,  when  other  speakers   had 
taken  part  in  the  debate.    He  was  not 
eager  to  accept  this  Amendment,  even 
in    its  modified  shape.      He    certainly 
hoped  they  would   not  take  so  long   as 
five  years,  even  in  the   most  difficult 
cases,  but  the  purport  of  this    Amend- 
ment was  that  if  they  failed  to  cairv 
through  a  transaction  in  five  years  they 
must  expend  their  working  caiHtal  which 
was  now  being  engaged  in  other  ways. 
They  would  have  to  sacrifice  their  work- 
ing capital  to  the  sinking  fund  of  the 
Treasury.    The  hon.  Gentleman  thought 
it  would  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  but  it  might 
have   another  effect  alt<^ther.    They 
had  a  budget  for  their  small   circle  just 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
for  the  Empire,  andtheycouldnot  takeany 
risks.     If  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  submit  a  balance  to  the  Treasury, 
and  they  were  £15,000  or  £20,000  out, 
what  would  happen  1    The  credit  of  the 
Congested  Distncts  Board  and  the  work 
they  wished  to  put  forward  would  both 
suffer.     If  they  restricted  this  financial 
elbow-room   they  risked  the  advantage 
they  would  have  in  buying  large  estates. 
With  this  seven  years  elbow-room  they 
would  go  boldly  in  and  buy  almost  m1 
there  was  in  the  market  forthwith ;  but 
if  they  had   to    consider  that   if    they 
bought   an  estate  they    might  not   be 
able  to  complete  their  purchase  in  time, 
they  would  have  to  be  more  cautious. 
He  thought  they  would  be  able  to  go 
forward  in  a  better  manner  if  they  had 
not  always  to  consider  what  the  financial 
position  would  be  in  three  or  four  years 
time.    He  hoped  to  see  these  things  done 
within  the  five  years,  but  if  they  could 
not  be  done  in  that  time  he  would  like 
the  two  years  freedom  to  be  given  to  the 
Board.      He    deprecated    putting    this 
unnecessary   restriction  upon  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member   thought  it  was    necessary  he 
would  not  take  up  time  in  contesting  it. 

TdB.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  be 
shouki  not  care  to  press  strongly  his 
view  in  opposition  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  s  own  expression  of  opinion 
upon  this  subject.  At  the  same  time 
one  of  his  chief  objects  in    proposing 
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the  Amendment  was  to  give  the  people 
o(  Ireland  an  assurance  that  the  present 
slowcoach  rate  was  going  to  be 
changed.  He  was  satisfied  the  change 
in  the  time  limit  would  have  a  verj 
wholesome  effect,  and,  as  the  right  hon. 
^ntleman  was  himself  of  ofniuon  that 
five  years  would  be  the  limit  within 
which  all  reasonable  negotiations  would 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  he  would  be 
^lad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
Accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  often  ap- 
pealed to  hon.  Members  not  to  persist  in 
Amendments  which  would  affect  his 
Beport.  This  affected  his  Report,  but  if 
it  was  desired  that  he  should  lead  his 
colleagues  on-  more  rapidly  he  would 
Agree  to  it. 

*Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway)— 
who  rose  amid  cries  of "  Agreed" — said  he 
rote  because  he  had  pledged  himself  to  his 
oofistituents  to  bring  this  particular 
subject  before  the  Committee,  and  when 
he  made  a  pledge  he  did  his  best  toc&rry 
it  out.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
-Gentleman  would  take  into  considera- 
tion the  condition  of  the  district  which 
extended  for  five  miles  right  round  the 
city  of  Oalway.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  knew  that 
<listrict,  but  he  questioned  whether  in 
the  whole  world  there  were  spots 
where  there  was  greater  misery,  poverty, 
or  distress  owing  to  the  congestion  that 
existed  there  than  at  Barna,  Castlegar, 
4ind  other  points.  They  had  been  told 
that  if  the  Government  bought  up  the 
magnificent  grazing  lands  there  the 
people  would  not  migrate  to  them,  but 
the  one  outlet  for  these  people  was 
«inigration,  and  if  they  would  emigrate 
«urdy  they  would  migrate.  His  consti- 
tuents had  wondered  why  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  which  had  done  so  much 
good  for  other  parts,  did  nothing  for 
them.  But  the  answer  was  quite  simple 
This  particular  district  was  outside  the 
scope  of  that  body.  He  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  take  this  district  into  special 
consideration  and  have  it  scheduled  as  « 
congested  district 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  also  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
before  leaving  this  question  to  consider 

Mr.  William  O'Brien. 


the  advisalnlit}  of  scheduling  the  whole 
of  Clare  as  a  congested  district. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  these  questions 
could  be  more  appropriately  discussed  at 
a  later  stage. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Pr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) 
said  the  Amendment  he  now  proposed 
to  move  sought  to  allow  the  Comity 
Councils  of  the  congested  districU  to 
come  together  and  elect  two  members 
to  sit  on  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
They  had  done  so  in  the  past  two  or 
three  years  and  had  done  goo  I  work. 
There  was  a  great  consensus  of  opinion 
in  favour  of  such  a  change  as  was  pro- 
posed by  this  Amendment  and  that  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
which  followed  it,  and  he  saw  no  reason 
why  both  Amendments  should  not  be 
accepted.  The  Congested  Districts 
'  Board  would  be  greatly  strengthened, 
I  and  its  proceedings  would  be  more 
appreciate  by  the  public.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  steered  this  Bill  almost 
into  safe  waters,  and  if  he  would  adopt 
this  Amendment,  or  something  like  it,  it 
would  add  to  the  importance  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  He  trusted 
most  earnestly  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, amended  by  the  alteration  of  the 
word  "  and  "  for  "  who." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  32,  line  33,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
*  (4)  Tne  County  Councils  of  the  congested  dis- 
tricts shall  have  the  power  to  nominate  two 
representatives  to  sit  on  the  ConKe^ted  DLs- 
tnct»  Board  for  three  yeans,  who  shall  possess 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  other 
members  of  the  Board.'" — {Dr.  Thompson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
said  he  desired  to  bear  indepen- 
dent testimony  that  the  scopte  of 
the  operations  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  been  beneficial. 
When  that  Board  was  first  established 
they  did  not  pay  very  much  heed  to  its 
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composition.  At  that  time  the  name  of 
Mr.  Horace  Plunkett  was  a  strange  one 
Co  them,  but  surely  now  the  time  had 
«ome  for  some  reconsideration  of  this 
^juestion.  The  hon.  Member  {or  Cork 
had  spoken  of  the  sluggish  character  of 
the  operations  of  this  Board.  He  was 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
oongested  districts  to  speak  with 
authority,  but  the  assertion  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  in  regard  to 
the  small  number  of  persons  who  had 
been  migrated  by  the  Board  was  a  very 
remarkable  statement.  The  Government 
had  no  answer  to  this  question.  The 
Board  consisted  of  a  number  of  very 
admirable  gentlemen,  and  if  they  desired 
a,  non-elected  Board  he  did  not  think 
they  could  obtain  better  men.  The 
criticisms  which  had  been  made  upon  this 
dause  showed  that  there  was  a  demand 
that  an  element  of  popular  representa 
tion  should  be  added  to  the  Board.  At 
the  present  time  they  could  not  detect 
whether  the  action  of  a  particular 
gentleman  had  led  to  unjust  discrimina- 
tion in  the  allocation  of  these  funds  or 
aot,  but  if  the  county  Members  of  Par- 
liament or  the  County  Councillors  were 
sitting  on  that  Board  they  would 
act  as  a  counter  check,  and  it 
would  be  some  assurance  that  un- 
due expenditure  in  regard  to  one 
district  or  too  little  in  regard  to  another 
would  be  prevented.  It  was  inevitable 
that  complaints  and  jealousy  would  arise 
where  they  had  only  the  nominated 
clement.  He  would  like  to  see  some  of 
the  ecclesiastics  of  all  denominations 
sitting  on  this  Board,  for  they  had  been 
shut  out  from  the  County  Councils  and 
the  District  Councils  by  unjust  legisla- 
tion and  they  had  also  been  excluded  from 
the  boards  of  guardians.  If  there  was 
any  Board  on  which  these  gentlemen 
were  entitled  to  sit  it  was  some  such 
Board  as  the  Congested  Districts  Board- 
He  did  not  allude  merely  to  Catholics 
but  to  Protestant  representatives  as  well. 
He  thought  the  Government  had  now 
arrived  at  a  time  when  a  change  could 
very  well  be  made.  There  was  a  pre- 
cedent for  this  in  the  year  1900  when 
the  scheme  forming  the  Education  Board 
came  up  for  discussion.  Upon  that 
occasion  he  moved  an  extension  of  the 
numbers   on  the  Board,  and  that  was 


agreed  to  by  the  then  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  who  was  now  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

♦Mr.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.)  said  he 
could  not  understand  why  the  Chief 
Secretary  objected  to  this  Amendment. 
It  had  been  frequently  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett  that  his  Boaid 
had  received  the  greatest  assistance 
from  elected  colleagues,  and  surely  the 
Congested  Board  was  in  as  great  need 
of  such  assistance  as  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  He  did  not  care  what 
powers  they  gave  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  because  they  would  not 
prove  beneficial  if  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  was  not  altered,  for  without  an 
alteration  no  real  progress  would  be 
made.  Not  long  ago  he  asked  the 
Attorney-General  for  a  Return  in  connec- 
tion with  these  congested  districts,  and 
he  was  informed  that  they  did  not 
possess  the  information  he  desired.  The 
various  District  Councils  prepared  those 
Returns,  and  if  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
read  them  he  would  get  from  them  a 
better  idea  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  congested  problem  than  he  would 
get  from  any  Returns  in  possession  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board.  What 
had  the  Board  done  if  they  left  out  of 
consideration  the  Dillon  Estate?  Unless 
the  personnel  of  the  Board  wjis  either 
altered  or  strengthened  it  would  never 
get  out  of  its  old  ruts.  Month  after 
month  large  grazing  lands  were  passing 
into  the  hands  of  private  individuals 
through  the  neglect  of  the  Congested 
Districte  Board.  ["  No,  no !  "]  Oh, 
but  I  say  "Yes."  Take,  for  example, 
the  estates  sold  in  Claremorris, 
which  coutained  700  acres  of  the  finest 
grazing  land  in  the  country.  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  asked  to 
buy  this  land. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  fact 
that  the  Board  had  no  credit  and  no 
cash. 

*Mr.  O'KELLY  said  that  was 
not  the  excuse  which  had  been  made  to 
him.  The  Board  were  now  going  to 
have  increased  cash  and  credit,  but 
that  would    be  of   no  avail    until  the 
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Congested  Districts  Board  was  made 
stronger.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  wished 
to  popularise  the  Congested  Districts 
Boaixl  in  the  West  and  secure  public 
confidence  in  it — something  it  wanted 
rather  badly — he  could  not  do  better 
than  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  to  come 
to  his  assistance  and  join  the  Board. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  said  that 
upon  one  occasion  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  sent  a  large  staff  down  to  Achil 
Island  to  teach  the  people  how  to  grow 
oate.  They  told  the  fishermen  that  it  was 
very  foolish  of  them  not  to  growoats.  They 
found  a  bit  of  ground  and  planted  oats 
'ind  he  was  told  that  they  waited  to  see 
the  crop  growing  up.  When  these  officials 
got  back  to  Dublin  and  inquiries  were 
made  about  these  experiments,  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  issued  a 
circular  stating  that  they  did  not 
approve  of  any  communications  being 
made  to  the  Press  upon  this  subject,  as  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  general  regula- 
tions of  the  Board.  If  they  had  had  on 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  represen- 
tatives of  the  County  Councils  did  any- 
body imagine  that  such  an  act  of  lunacy 
would  have  been  tolerated.  Unless  they 
improved  the  constitution  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  all  its  work  would 
be  of  no  avail. 

♦Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Done^l,  N.) 
said  he  must  disagree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Mayo 
when  he  stated  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  practically  done 
noching  in  Ireland.     There  never  was  a 

fublic  Board  established  in  Ireland  by 
arliament  that  had  done  more  to  justify 
its  existence  than  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  of  Ireland.  The  greatest  amount 
of  credit  should  be  given  to  the  Leader  of 
this  House  for  having  established  that 
Board.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  about 
the  operations  of  the  Board  in  Connaught 
and  the  way  the  Board  had  neglected  its 
duty  in  carrying  out  the  various  schemes 
which  had  engaged  its  attention  from 
time  to  time.  He  wished  to  point  out  to 
hon.  Members  who  made  those  complaints 
that  migration  was  not  the  sole  duty  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board.  He  repre- 
sented a  constituency  which  was  scheduled 
as  a  congested  district  under  the  Act. 
and  in  his  constituency  the  question  of 
Mr.  aKelly, 


migration  did  not  occur  at  aU.     Thero 
were  such  questions  as  the  development 
of  the  fisheries,  thedndning  of  the  land,  the 
making  of  roads,  and  other  matters  which 
were  just  as  important  to  the  pec^e  of 
his  constituency  as  the  migratory  schemes 
were  to  the  people  of  the  Weat.     There 
were  congested  districts  in  Ireland  oat- 
side  Connaught,  and  there  were  other 
problems  which  affected  the  people  just 
as  much,  and  which  had  to  be  grappled 
with  by  the  Congested  Districts   Board. 
He  did  not  complain  of  the  composition 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  except 
to  the  extent  that  he  agreed  with  the 
suggestion    of    the    hon.    and    learned 
Member  for  Louth  that  they  should  have 
an  Advisory  Board,  composed  if  not  of  a 
number  of  County  Councillors  of  each 
congested  district,  at  any  rate  of  Members 
of  Parliament  representing  the  congested 
districts.   In  Donegal  it  had  been  said  that 
they  got  more  than  their  fair  share  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes  distributed  by  the  Board, 
but  hon.  Members  should  remember  the 
results  that  had  accrued,  not  only  to  the 
people  of  Donegal,  but  to  the  Irish  nation 
at  large,  from  the  operations  of  the  Con- 
gested  Districts    Board.     No  less   than 
£30,000  or  £40,000  per  annum  was  earned 
by  the  fishermen  through  the  herring  and 
mackerel    fisheries    estabUshed    by    the 
Board.     This  good   work  had  not  cost 
the  Board  one  halfpenny,  because  they 
had  been  recouped  by  the  money  earned 
and  that  money  had  been  taken  away  t» 
Mayo  to  experiment  upon  the  mackerel 
fishing  there.     A  good  deal  had  been  said 
about   the  popular  element  being  repre- 
sented   to    a   certain    extent    upon   this 
Board.     Reference  had  been  made  to  the 
men  who  should  be  upon  this  Board  in 
whom  the  Irish  people  had  (»nfidenoe. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned  he   believed 
his  people  had  the  fullest  confidence  in 
the  Board  as  at  present  constituted.   The 
most  Rev.  Dr.  0  Donnell  Ford,  Bishop  of 
Raphoe,  had  rendered  yeoman  service  for 
the  pmople  of  the  congested  districts    of 
Ireland  and  his  services  never  wouldbe  for- 
gotten.   [Mr.  Wy  NDHAM  : ' '  Hear,  hear  ! "] 
There  was  also  a  man  who  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  his  constitu- 
ency and    he    was  a  young   nobleman 
belonging  to  neither  political  Party.     He 
was  a  philanthropist  who  had  come  over 
to  Ireland  to  devote  his  ability  (which 
was     of     no    mean     order)     and     his 
services  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  he  assured  his  hon.   friends  from 
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Connaught,  from  what  he  knew  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  that  there  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  who 
had  grappled  more  thoroughly  and  suc- 
cessfully with  this  question  of  congestion. 
He  had  known  Lord  Shaftesbury  for  some 
years,  and  he  only  wished  that  the  other 
Boards  in  Ireland  were  as  well  manned. 
He  had  no  fault  to  find,  nor  had  the 
people  whom  he  represented  any  fault  to 
^nd,  with  the  present  constitution  of  the 
Boiuxl.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth  and  have  an 
Advisory  Board  like  that  which  existed 
in  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
or  the  Technical  Instruction  Board,  then 
they  could  bring  before  the  permanent 
members  of  the  Board  their  views,  and 
he  thought  that  would  go  a  good  distance 
towards  making  the  Board  more  popular 
still.  He  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
when  he  replied  to  give  them  some  assur- 
ance that  this  suggestion  should  be  given 
eflfect  to. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  said  he  thought  that  all  classes  in 
Ireland  desired  to  see  the  work  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  ex- 
tended. The  principal  objection  was 
not  in  regard  to  the  personnel  of  the 
Board  but  to  the  slowness  of  its  work. 
The  reason  the  work  had  not  gone  on 
faster  was  that  the  Board  had  never  had 
enough  money.  Now  £1,500,000  had 
bjen  added  to  its  funds,  and  they  might 
expect  the  work  undertaken  would  be 
done  with  much  more  celerity.  One 
argument  used  was  that  there  was 
nothing  of  a  political  or  sectarian  char- 
acter in  the  conduct  of  the  work  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  He  could  not, 
however,  conceive  anything  more  likely 
to  bring  that  political  element  in  than  a 
propos^  to  introduce  the  knights  of  the 
shire.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  a  word 
against  the  congested  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  :  Where 
arj  the  congested  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

.Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  When  this  Bill  is 
passed  the  landlords  will  be  congested 
with  money. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  what 
they  wanted  on  the  Congested  Districts 


Board  were  people  who  were  likely  to 
carry  on  the  business  with  success.  He 
oould  conceive  no  reason  why  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  if  on  the  Congested 
Districte  Board,  should  not  be  endowed 
with  the  mental  faculties  which  would 
qualify  him  to  be  a  successful  member 
of  that  Board.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee what  would  be  the  position  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament  on  that  Board 
when  dealing  with  congested  districts 
largely  populated  with  his  own  con- 
stituents. He  should  not  envy  him  his 
life.  The  hon.  Member  for  Louth  said 
that  the  Board  wanted  driving  power. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  any  ^mber  of 
Parliament  who  sat  on  that  Board  and 
who  had  a  congested  district  in  his 
constituency  would  have  plenty  of 
driving  power.  He  did  not  say  that  the 
Board  might  not  be  reinforced,  yet  he 
could  conceive  no  worse  way  of 
strenthening  the  Board,  or  trying  to 
improve  it,  than  by  placing  among  its 
members  gentlemen  who  must  of 
necessity  be  more  or  less  actuated  b\ 
political  motives.  Therefore,  whatever 
solution  might  be  found  for  this  subject, 
he  earnestly  hoped  it  would  not  be  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  he 
thought  this  debate  was  an  exceedingly 
important  one  and  represented  the  great 
difficulty  they  had  in  carrying  out  any 
department  of  administrative  work  in 
Ireland.  Unless  something  was  done  to 
alter  and  improve  the  constitution  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  and  to 
bring  it  more  in  touch  with  popular 
feeling,  the  Bill  in  that  respect  would 
miscarry,  and  the  work  would  not  be 
done  satisfactorily.  He  would  like  to  say 
at  the  very  ouUet  that  for  once  in  his  life 
hefound  himself  in  hearty  agreement  with 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Armagh.  Although  he  could  under- 
stand that  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Louth  would  bring  the  people  of 
those  districts  more  closely  into  touch 
with  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and 
bring  the  real  sentiment  of  the  poor 
people  more  effectively  under  the  notice 
of  the  Board  than  could  be  done  by 
County  Council  representation,  he 
thought  for  his  own  part — and  he  spoke 
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as  a  "  congested  "  Member — it  would  be 
iatolerable  that  any  member  of  the 
Board,  which  had  the  distribution  of  large 
sums  of  money,  should  be  at  the  same 
time  a  Member  of  Parliament.  How 
could  a  Member  of  Parliament  feel  him- 
self free  from  the  suspicion  of  favouring 
hii  own  constituency  when  sitting  on 
the  Board  which  had  for  its  function 
the  distribution  of  large  benefits  to  the 
people  who  sent  him  to  this  House  %  It 
was  for  that  reason  that  he  objected  to 
Members  of  ParUament  being  on  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  He  thought 
the  Board  ought  to  be  held  apart  from 
Membera%pf  Parliament,  and  therefore, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  nothing 
would  induce  him  to  sit  upon  it, 
although  he  felt  intense  interest  in  its 
■operations.  It  was  essential  to  take  some 
step  to  bring  the  popular  wants  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Board.  This  Board, 
with  all  its  sins  upon  its  head  and  all  its 
faults  of  omission,  had  undoubtedly 
<ione  some  excellent  work  for  Ireland. 
Why  had  it  done  such  good  work? 
Because  it  was  the  only  Board  ever  set 
up  in  Ireland  that  was  cut  adrift  from 
the  Castle,  and  from  the  constant  inter- 
ference and  dictation  of  the  Castle.  That 
At  least  gave  the  Board  a  chance, 
and  although  the  criticisms  levelled 
against  it  were  fully  justified,  still  he 
must  say  that  looking  over  the  dreary 
waste  of  misgovernment  in  Ireland, 
when  every  Department  was  engaged 
in  destroying  the  country,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  a  sneaking  regard  for  any 
Department  that  had  done  any  good  at 
aU. 

This  Board  with  all  its  faults  had 
■done  an  enormous  work  for  the  fisheries 
of  Ireland.  Formerly  there  were  people 
living  in  absolute  starvation  with  the 
sea  full  of  fish  all  around  them.  The 
Board  had  done  a  great  work  for  the 
unfortunate  fishermen,  and  deserved 
credit  for  that.  He  quite  agreed  that 
the  work  of  migration  was  enormously 
larger  and  more  important.  What  they 
had  now  to  address  themselves  to  in 
«onnection  with  this  particular  Amend- 
ment was — What  is  the  organisation  of 
the  Board  that  gives  us  the  best  hope  of 
two  things  which  are  equally  important 
and  absolutely  necessary  ^  First  of  all, 
they  should  have  a  Board  in  touch  with 
popular  feeUng,    with  some  machinery 
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by  which  it  could  be  kept  informed  of 
what  were  the  real  wants  of  the  people, 
and  which  would  have  apf^ed  to  it  the 
pressure  of  popular  representation. 
Secondly,  they  wanted  a  Board  which 
would  be  an  efficient  administrative 
instrument.  He  thought  a  Board  domin- 
ated altogether  by  popular  representatives 
was  not  one  to  carryforward  continuous 
administrative  work  successfully  unless 
they  had  some  paid  members  who  were 
efficient  administrators  on  the  Board. 
In  order  to  make  the  Board  an  efficient 
instrument  they  wanted  certainly  popular 
representation  of  the  various  districts 
requiring  its  care.  The  only  way  of 
getting  that  was  by  representatives  of 
the  County  Councils  —  representatives, 
not  of  the  congested  districts,  but  of  the 
counties  in  which  the  congested  districts 
were.  Consequently  they  wanted  some 
nominated  members.  Thirdly,  they 
wanted  one  or  two  men,  efficient  adminis- 
trators, who  Win  pud  for  their  work. 
He  assured  the  Committee  that  one  of 
the  difficulties  at  present  was  that  they 
had  no  continuous  administration  The 
main  work  which  would  in  future  have 
to  be  done  by  the  Board  was  an  enormous 
work,  and  it  would  require  more  ad- 
ministrative machinery  than  was  at 
present  possessed.  The  only  man  who 
understood  anything  about  it  was  Mr. 
Doran,  and  he  had  been  engaged  almost 
entirely  in  the  County  Mayo  for  the  last 
two  years.  There  was  nobody  at  head- 
quarters who  gave  any  continuous  atten- 
tion to  the  work.  There  was  nobody 
paid  to  do  it.  The  secretary  of  the 
Board  was  a  good  man,  but  he  had  no 
power  to  act  on  his  own  initiative. 
There  was  absolutely  nobody  at  head- 
quarters who  was  capable  of  superintend- 
ing, or  looking  after  continuously,  the 
work  of  migration  and  the  re-settlement 
of  the  land.  What  was  the  result! 
The  Board  worked  by  fits  and  starts. 
The  Board  met  once  a  month,  and,  as 
anybody  who  knew  the  complicated 
nature  of  the  work  was  aware,  a  purdv 
unpaid  body,  meeting  only  once  a  month, 
must  go  slowly.  One  of  the  great 
obstacles  of  the  work  of  the  Board  was 
removed  by  Clause  65.  That  was  a 
most  valuable  clause.  The  credit  and 
money  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work 
had  been  provided,  but  if  they  had  not 
got   effective  machinery   the     machine 
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would  not  go.  Therefore,  he  would 
press  upon  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the 
time  had  come  to  overhaul  the  machinery 
and  put  it  in  order,  so  that  it  might 
effectively  carry  on  the  work  which  was 
now  to.  be  vastly  larger  than  it  had  been. 
If  that  was  not  done  the  Irish  represen- 
tatives would  come  to  the  House  next 
year  or  the  year  after,  pointing  out 
that  while  Parliament  had  provided  the 
money,  it  had  not  provided  the  necessary 
machinery. 

♦Sre  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) said  they  had  gone  away  from  the 
Amendment  into  a  general  discussion  of  the 
administration  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  whether  he 
bad  not  succeeded  in  his  purpose  in  having 
this  discussion.  The  hon.  Member  had 
proposed  the  election  of  two  members  of 
the  County  Council,  but  he  did  not  say 
how  they  were  to  be  elected.  He  sug- 
gested that  they  should  now  pass  on  to 
the  discussion  of  more  practical  matters. 

Mb.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  he  did 
not  think  they  had  got  hold  of  the  right 
end  of  the  stick  when  they  were  coniinmg 
their  criticism  to  the  composition  of  the 
Board.  The  real  fault  was  that  the  Board 
hadnotcompulsory  powers,  and  until  it  had 
such  powers,  though  composed  of  a  choir 
of  archangels,  it  could  not  do  the  work  it 
was  expected  to  perform.  He  supposed 
the  hon.  Member  had  advocated  Members 
of  Parliament  being  on  the  Board  for 
the  purpose  of  silencing  criticism.  If  they 
wished  to  get  rid  of  a  critic  they  should 
always  put  him  on  a  Committee,  and  that 
would  shut  him  up.  He  urged  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  boldly  face  the  question  and 
go  in  for  compulsion.  He  would  like  to 
see  the  Board  consisting  of  only  three 
members,  namely,  the  Chief  Secretary, 
Mr.  Doran,  and  the  Bishop  of  Eaphoe. 
He  thought  that  in  two  years  that  would 
go  a  long  way  to  settle  the  difficulty  with 
which  they  were  dealing.  He  did  not 
think  the  suggestion  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  North  Monaghan,  that 
two  representatives  of  the  County  Councils 
should  be  placed  on  the  Board,  would  meet 
the  difficulty. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  only 
natural  that  hon.  Members  should 
wish  to  express  their  views  on  the  Con- 


gested Districts  Board  and  its  work  in 
all  its  bearings.  He  felt  it  was  impos- 
sible  to  absolutely  focus  all  the  Amend- 
ments referring  to  the  congested  districts 
problem  because  the  questions  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Board,  of  finance, 
and  of  the  work  which  the  Board  ought 
to  do,  were  all  so  closely  interlaced  that 
it  was  impossible  to  touch  on  one  with- 
out trenching  on  the  other.  As  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Board,  he  should  like 
to  say  what  he  thought,  and  how  much 
he  thought,  of  all  his  colleagues  on  that 
Board.  He  could  not,  however,  single 
out  any  of  these  men,  but  he  would 
mention  the  fact  that  during  the  years 
he  had  had  the  privilege  of  working  with 
them  they  had  never  once  had  a  division. 
He  might  point  out  that  entrusted  as 
they  had  been  with  what,  to  Ireland, 
were  comparatively  large  sums  of 
money  to  administer  for  twelve  years, 
it  was  to  the  credit  of  this  Board  that 
no  one  had  accused  them  of  having  used 
these  funds  for  any  political  or  personal 
purpose.  Whatever  criticism  might  be 
passed  on  their  partict^Iar  efforts,  it  was 
generally  recognised  that  they  had 
worked  hard  and  had  done  much  good. 
There  were  inherent  difficulties  in  recon- 
stituting such  a  Board  in  a  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill.  One  speaker  suggf^ted  that 
Members  of  Parliament  should  be  added 
to  the  Board,  and  another  representa- 
tives of  the  County  Councils;  but  if 
they  were  to  bring  in  an  electoral 
element,  which  he  was  not  prepared  to 
do,  he  would  be  inevitably  driven  to 
redefine  the  scheduled  districts,  and  the 
scheduled  districts  had  no  relation  to 
any  division  represented  by  either  mem- 
bers of  the  County  Councils  or  Members 
of  this  House.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  think  he  was  making  a  small 
point  in  saying  that.  It  went  to  the 
root  of  the  matter.  If  they  were  going 
to  make  this  Board  elective,  then  they 
must  alter  the  areas  over  which  it  was 
to  exercise  its  influence  and  on  which  it 
spent  the  money  with  which  it  was 
charged.  Some  hon.  Members  might 
reply  that  they  had  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  advocating  a  new  scheduling  of 
the  congested  districts.  Again,  he 
hoped  they'  would  not  think  he  was 
making  a  small  point  when  he  said  that 
to  re-schedule  the  congested  districts 
would  necessitate  the  recasting  of  all  the 
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finances  not  only  of  thia  Kll,  but  of  all 
preceding  Land  BilU,  and  that  there  was 
a  physical  limit  to  what  was  possiUe  in 
the  matter  of  negotiations  and  arrange- 
ments on  these  questions  of  finance  and 
local  government.  A  year  ago  he  did 
proceed  upon  the  basis  of  attempting  to 
re-achedule  the  congested  districts,  but 
after  months  of  e£fort  along  that  route 
he  found  that  the  present  scheduling  of 
the  districts  and  the  financial  arrange- 
ments that  had  been  built  up  in  these 
districts,  were  so  rooted  and  embedded 
in  Acts  of  Parliament  that  it  would  take 
years  before  an^  advance  could  be  made. 
The  financial  di£Soulties  of  re-soheduling 
were  overwhelming,  and  would  make 
the  Board  of  quite  another  character 
from  that  which  it  now  bore. 

Then  some  hon.  Members  in  the 
speeches  which  they  had  made,  while 
they  preferred  no  criticism  on  the  Board 
of  having  acted  in  an  unfair  way,  said 
that  this  or  that  county  had  not  received 
such  attention  from  the  Board  as  this 
or  sthat  other  county.  If  that  were 
looked  at  a  little  more  closely  it  would 
he  found  that  some  Members  had  been 
thinking  more  of  land  purchase  than  of 
relief  of  congestion  or  of  works.  But  he 
could  show  that  in  the  early  years  of 
the  Board  a  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  spent  on  works,  say  in  the  county 
of  Kerry.  As  to  works  he  thought  a 
great  deal  more  might  be  urged  in 
^vour  of  a  representative  element  on 
the  Board  than  in  respect  of  land  pur- 
chase. There  was  sometimes  almost 
insuperable  difficulty  in  handing  out 
money  for  a  bridge  here  or  a  pier  there 
without  being  responsible  to  pubhc 
opinion ;  and  he  himself  thought  that  if 
they  were  to  make  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  truly  effective  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  land  purchase  in 
that  part  of  Ireland,  which  it  was  most 
difficult  to  deal  with,  then  less  time  and 
money  should  be  devoted  to  works. 
When  he  was  told  thattheBoard  hadfailed 
in  dealing  with  land  purchase,  he  had 
two  replies.  First,  that  the  Board  had 
done  nothing  because  it  had  exhausted 
all  the  credit  it  had  for  the  particular 
county  in  question.  And  second,  when 
the  Board  was  first  constituted  under 
the  Act  of  1891,  its  duties  were  not 
solely  or  mainly  connected  with  land 
purchase.    They  were  dealing  with  the 
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EroUem  of  congestion,  which  could  only 
e  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of  population. 
The  Board  very  properly  took  up  the 
question  of  fishing;  and  all  those  who 
had  visited  the  fishing  grounds  of 
Donegal,  for  instance,  would  admit  that 
something  had  been  accomplished'which 
was  of  great,  and  he  hoped  and  believed, 
of  lasting  value.  There  was  another 
branch  of  work  to  which  the  Board  had 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention — be 
meant  the  introduction  of  artistic  hand 
industries  into  the  West  of  Ireland,  such 
as  the  making  of  carpets  and  curtains. 
They  knew  that  in  Bavaria  and  other 
peasant  countries  on  the  C!ontinent, 
under  some  paternal  encouragement, 
large  trades  had  been  built  up  which 
gave,  during  the  winter  months,  wort 
which  commanded  a  price  in  the 
market.  The  demand  for  hand-made 
goods  was  a  growing  demand  which 
could  only  be  satisfied  from  districts  in 
which  there  was  a  peasant  proprietary 
who  had  the  artistic  instincts  which  the 
Irish  people  possessed  in  a  high  degree. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  acting  as  they  did  in 
co-operation  with  Messrs.  Morris,  who 
were  not  only  leaders  of  industry  but 
great  artists,  abandon  their  efi'orts  to 
devdop  these  industries  in  the  West  o( 
Ireland.  But  if  the  fishing,  and  the 
devdopment  of  these  hand-made  artistie 
industries,  were  kept  on  at  too  great  a 
cost  to  the  funds  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  then  the  ordinary  work  <A 
road-making,  or  building  a  bridge  or 
pier  here  or  there,  or  providing  a  bull 
for  a  certain  locaUty,  might  be  all  trans- 
ferred in  the  near  future  to  the  Agii- 
cultural  Department,  and  the  balance  oi 
the  funds  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  might  be  devoted  to  coping  with 
this  prublem  of  congestion.  But  an 
arrangement  of  this  sort  between  De- 
partments could  not  be  effected  except 
as  the  result  of  long  and  thoughtful 
consideration;  and  although  he  would 
have  wished  to  carrr  this  matter  further 
he  had  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

They  had  been  considering  a  great 
measure  of  land  purchase  in  Ireland. 
That  had  put  a  great  tax  on  his 
Department,  and  if  he  had  con- 
centrated his  efforts  on  the  con- 
gested problem  they  would  not  have 
got  so  good  a  Bill  drafted  as  they  had 
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now  got.  He  admitted  that  the  con- 
gesteaportions  of  the  Bill  had  gufiered 
at  the  expense  of  the  main  proyidoas  of 
the  Bill,  and  it  was  physically  impossible, 
inlthe  month  of  July,  to  co-relate  the 
different  finance  and  staff  arrange- 
ments of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
in  the  direction  he  had  indicated. 
But  when^this  Bill  became  an  Act,  and 
when  they  had  the  greater  facilities  and 
the  greater  working  capital  which  had 
been  so  long  needed,  their  interest  in  the 
work  of  land  purchase,  to  deal  with  con- 
gestion, would  be  so  great  that  they 
would  only  be  too  glad  to  put  on  the 
shoulders  of  others  work  which  they  were 
better  able  to  deal  with  than  they  them- 
selves were.  The  point  of  all  he  had 
said  was  that  it  was  not  possible  for  a 
Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill  of  this  magni- 
tude to  elaborate  every  part  of  it  in  order 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  hon.  Members, 
however  reasonable  they  might  be ;  and 
having  achieved  what  all  his  colleagues 
on  the  Board  had  long  desired — viz.,  the 
power  of  buying  land  when  it  came  into 
the  market,  and  of  applying  working 
capital  to  that  land  in  oraer  to  cure  con- 
gestion, all  he  asked  was  that  they  should 
be  allowed  during  the  autumn  and  winter 
to  take  up  those  facilities  and  turn  them 
to  the  best  account.  After  all,  the 
members  of  the  Board  were  the  reposi- 
tories of  some  experience ;  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  unwise  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  to  advocate  a  great  constitu- 
tional change  at  this  moment,  and  to 
bring  in  persons  with  whom  the  Board 
had  not  previously  worked  He  put  it 
to  the  Cktmmittee  that  the  Board,  as  at 
present  constituted,  had  better  be  left 
Alone  until  it  could  be  seen  what  they 
could  do  with  their  new  resources.  He 
thought  the  Board  would  be  very  much 
strengthened  in  respect  of  land  purchase, 
and  that  its  operations  would  fit  in  more 
harmoniously  with  the  whole  of  the  land 
purchase  scheme,  if  he  were  allowed  to 
make  the  Under  Secretary  a  permanent 
member  of  the  Board.  He  would  ex- 
plain why.  Their  plan  for  dealing  with 
the  problem  of  congestion  was  scattered 
all  through  this  Bill.  He  had  given 
some  reasons  which  guided  them  in  not 
defining  particular  areas  to  be  treated  as 
congested.  One  was  that  it  would  need 
the  recasting  of  all  the  financial  proposals 
of  this  Bill ;  the  other  was  that  conges- 
tion was  scattered,  on   a  much  smaller 


scale,  but  still  scattered  sporadically  over 
the  whole  of  Ireland.  They  might  deal 
with  it  by  scheduling  all  those  districts  ; 
but  if  they  did  that  it  would  mean  post- 
poning the  Bill  for  two  or  three  years 
until  a  roaming  Commission  had  dis- 
covered where  congestion  existed  and 
needed  special  legislative  treatment.  Or 
they  might  say  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  should  deal  with  it  wher- 
ever it  arose;  but  they  felt  that  the 
officers  of  the  Board,  although  they  might 
be  able  to  work  well  in  congested  dis- 
tricts in  the  West,  might,  if  sent  further 
afield,  not  be  able  to  work  as  effectually. 
Therefore,  they  had  given  the  Estates 
Commissioners  similar  powers  to  the 
powers  enjoyed  by  the  Board  for  dealing 
with  congestion ;  and  the  Commissioners 
would  be  allowed  to  exercise  those  powers 
all  over  Ireland.  The  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  would  still  retain  those 
powers  and  exercise  the  larger  facilities 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Board  in 
congested  districts. 

Several  hon.  Members  had  stated 
that  just  outside  the  limit  of  a 
scheduled  district  there  was  untenanted 
land  which  might  be  bought  for  the 
relief  of  the  congestion  in  the  scheduled 
district.  That  was  provided  for  in 
this  Bill.  Nearly  £1,250,000  could 
be  used  for  buying  land  anywhere  in 
order  to  meet  congestion  in  a  scheduled 
district.  In  this  Bill  he  had  also  ex- 
tended a  useful  provision,  as  he  had 
known  it  to  be,  contained  in  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Act  of  1901,  namely, 
that  where  untenanted  land  was  bought 
outside  a  congested  district  for  the 
benefit  of  that  congested  district,  they 
should  be  able  to  use  some  part  of  that 
land  to  assist  the  neighbouring  fringe  of 
persons,  who,  perhaps,  would  be  as 
miserably  situated  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  congested  district  itself.  That  was 
the  principle  which  governed  the  whole 
of  Cflause  2,  which  was  received  with 
general  assent.  Both  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  the  Board  would  be  able 
to  buy  untenanted  land  to  relieve  con- 
gestion, and,  at  the  same  time,  to  relieve 
congestion  of  a  mitigated  character  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  a  con- 
gested district.  That  was  a  necessary 
provision.  If  it  were  not  introduced 
jealousy  would  be  created;  but,  apart 
from    that,   they   would    be    forced    to 


Digitized  by 


^uogle 


1559 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Land  Bill. 


1560 


undertake  expensive  works  in  the  way  of 
accommodation  roads  for  the  benefit  of 
the  new  occupiers.  If,  however,  they 
could  make  the  whole  transaction  one,  it 
would  be  for  the  general  enjoyment  and 
advantage  of  all.  If  that  were  so,  and  it 
was  so  under  the  Bill,  why,  in  prosecuting 
their  work  in  the  matter  of  land  purchase 
and  the  improvement  of  estates,  should 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  be  of 
a  different  character  from  that  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners?  No  one  had 
suggested  during  the  whole  of  these 
debates  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
ought  to  have  the  aid  of  representative 
members.  Even  if  it  were  suggested  it 
was  a  suggestion  which  no  Government 
could  entertain.  The  use  of  public 
credit  and  the  expenditure  of  public 
funds  was  a  matter  which  must  be  left 
to  a  public  body  in  which  the  Exchequer 
had  confidence,  not  political  or  personal 
confidence,  but  in  the  administration 
of  public  funds.  This  House  criticised 
expenditure ;  but  even  in  this  Assembly, 
the  freeest  in  the  world,  no  Member 
was  allowed  to  put  down  a  Motion 
involving  the  expenditure  of  one  shilling 
of  public  money.  Of  course,  the  House 
of  Commons  might  criticise  public  ex- 
penditure ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  proposal  to  add  to  the  Board  repre- 
sentatives who  would  be  urging  the 
Board  to  spend  money  here  or  there, 
and  on  this  or  that  project,  could  be 
incorporated  in  the  Bill.  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  like  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  an  administrative  body 
which  was  to  spend  public  money  to 
cure  the  evil  of  congestion  and  to  press 
on  land  purchase  in  the  West  of  Ireland. 
Let  them  be  called  to  account  in  this 
House  if  they  neglected  to  show  sufficient 
expedition,'  or  if  they  were  guilty  of 
wasting  public  money.  He  did  not 
know  whether  he  neied  elaborate  the 
matter  further.  The  question  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  could  not,  he 
submitted,  be  profitably  discussed  at 
greater  length;  nor  could  any  change 
be  introduced  into  the  Bill  with  reference 
to  it  at  that  period  of  the  session. 
Having  got  the  facilities  they  needed, 
let  the  Board  use  them,  and  let  not  the 
Committee  ask  an  administrative  body 
to  work  with  a  number  of  elected 
representatives,  when  that  body  were 
responsible  to  this  House  and  the 
Mr.  JVyndham. 


Treasury  for  the  proper  administration 
of  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Ca,  W.)  said 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  neglect 
of  the  fishing  industry  in  his  constitu- 
ency by  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

»The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  speak  to  the  particular 
Amendment  before  the  Committee. 

Me.  GILHOOLY  said  that  was  his 
intention.  When  Lord  Shaftesbury  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  some  of  the  represents- 
tives  of  Cork  and  Kerry  pointed 
out  that  the  South  of  Ireland  was 
entitled  to  representation  on  the  Board. 
Since  the  death  of  the  late  lamented 
Father  Davis,  who  represented  Munster 
on  the  Board,  very  little  had  been  done 
for  the  fishing  industry,  and  they  con- 
sidered that  as  there  was  now  a  vacsncjr 
on  the  Board  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  consider  the  appointment  of 
a  representative  for  Munster.  He  had 
sent  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  few 
days  ago  some  communications  with 
reference  to  the  neglect  of  the  fishing 
industry  at  Castletown,  Berehaven,  and 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  take  them  into  his  consideration. 
So  much  had  been  done  for  Donegal 
and  the  Arran  Islands  that  the  South 
of  Ireland  now  wanted  a  representative 
to  develop  the  fishing  industry  in 
the  most  important  districts  of  Castle- 
town, Berehaven,  Schull,  and  Baltimore. 
It  was  very  unfair  that  the  South  of 
Ireland  was  not  represented  on  the 
Board,  whereas  Leinster,  Connaught,  and 
Ulster  had  representatives.  They,  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  did  not  grudge 
what  had  been  done  in  the  West  and 
North  J  but  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would,  in  future,  pay  some 
attention  to  the  important  fishing  in- 
dustry in  the  South. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would 
suggest  that  the  debate  should  not  be 
carried  further  owing  to  the  limited  time 
at  their  disposal,  although  the  occasion 
was  worthy  of  a  longer  discussion  than 
they  could  have,  owing  to  other  interests- 
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concerned.  He  desired  to  associate  him- 
self with  what  bad  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Cork  as  to  the 
necessity  of  Munster  being^  represented 
on  the  Congested  Districts  Board.  There 
was  now  a  vacancy  on  the  Board,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  a  representative  of 
Munster  should  not  be  appointed  to  fill 
it. 


Dr.  THOMPSON  said  although  he 
vras  not  convinced  by  the  arguments  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  this  was  not  a 
▼ery  advantageous  proposal,  still  he  did 
not  wish  to  delay  the  progress  of  the 
Bill ;  and  he  would,  therefor«,  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  65  agreed  to. 

Clause  66  agreed  to. 

Clause  67:— 

Dr.  AMBROSE  said  if  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  Ireland  there  would  be  scarcely 
any  necessity  to  propose  the  Amend 
ment  he  now  moved,  but,  unfortun- 
ately, no  sooner  had  a  Chief  Secre- 
tary taken  up  his  residence  in  Ireland 
than  some  apple  of  discord  was  thrown 
across  his  path,  and  he  bade  adieu  to  Erin 
and  they  had  to  teach  his  successor  the 
first  principles  of  the  Irish  question.  In 
the  county  of  Mayo,  half  the  occupiers 
were  rated  at  under  £4  valuation.  It 
was  not  because  there  was  no  land  in  the 
county.  There  was  plenty  of  land  if  it 
were  only  purchased.  In  the  Westport 
and  Castleoar  Unions  there  were  many 
thousands  of  acres  let  to  graziers,  on 
eleven  months  tenancies,  who  only  kept 
a  herd  and  a  dog  upon  them,  and  if  that 
land  were  split  up  in  tidv-sized  farms 
and  added  to  the  holdings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  congested  districts,  some 
use  would  hi  made  of  it.  The  only 
avenue  of  hope  to  those  people  was 
emigration,  but  if  this  Amendment  were 
adopted  it  would  go  far  to  remedy  the 
evils  of  the  congesteid  districts  of  Ireland. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  6,  at  end,  to  add  the  words, 
*  All  untenanted  lands  which  become  vested  in 
the  Board  shall  be  oifered  by  them  for  sale 
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within  two  years  after  they  shall  have  beoome 
so  vested  in  parcels  to  tenants  or  proprietors 
of  holdiags  not  exoeedii^  ten  aores  in  area  and 
£5  in  rateable  value  each,  on  estates  adjacent 
to,  (H-  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  said  laad'<, 
or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  such  tenants  or 

C>rietors,  then  to  any  persons  to  whom  the 
rd  may  lawfully  sol  land  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ire- 
land) Acta.'"— {Dr.  Ambron.\ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
there  was  a  precedent  for  this  Amend- 
ment under  the  Land  Clauses  Act  by 
which,  where  a  railway  acquired  land  and 
could  not  use  the  whole,  they  were 
bound  to  put  the  balance  up  for  sale  at 
auction  within  twelve  months. 


The  attorney -general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  said  the  objection  to  this 
Amendment  was  that  it  was  hardly 
relevant  to  the  clause  it  proposed  to 
amend.  Clause  67  put  a  limit  on  the 
untenanted  land  which  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  might  have  inits  possession 
at  any  particular  time.  The  object  was 
to  prevent  it  having  more  land  than  it 
could  pay  the  purchase  money  on  at 
one  time.  He  did  not  think  if  the  hon. 
Member  considered  the  matter  fully 
he  would  find  that  the  interests  of  all 
parties  concerned  were  bettered  by  the 
Amendment.  They  would  be  better 
dealt  with  by  leaving  a  certain  elasticity 
in  this  clause. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  67  agreed  to. 

Clause  68  :— 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  would  formally 
move  in  Clause  68,  page  33,  line  8,  after 
"  thereof,"  insert  "  and  any  buildings 
thereon,"  to  elicit  some  explanation  as  to 
what  was  included  in  the  "  parcels  of 
land."  If  the  buildings  on  the  land  were 
included  in  the  "  parcel  "  and  the  levy  of 
fines  on  tenants  were  to  be  done  away 
with  he  would  not  move  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  thereof ' 
to  insert  the  words  'and  any  bnildings 
thereon.'  "—{Mr.  Tully.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  buildings 
on  the  land  would  be  included  and  the 
fines  were  already  done  away  with. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  the  intention  of 
the  Amendment  he  now  proposed  to 
move  was  to  get  rid  of  the  restrictions 
placed  on  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
His  idea  was  that  they  should  be  done 
away  with  because  he  found  from  the 
eleventh  Report  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  the  migration  was  hindered 
by  them  in  a  way  that  never  could  have 
been  anticipated.  He  thought  there 
should  be  some  compulsory  powers  to 
migrate  the  holders  of  large  farms  so 
tltat  their  holdings  could  be  divided  up 
amongst  the  small  holders.  His  pro- 
posal was  to  leave  out  all  these  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  of  acres  and 
area,  and  that  £20  should  be  the  limit. 
A  man  whose  rateable  value  was  j£20 
might  be  migrated  to  another  district. 
He  noticed  that  since  last  night  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  put  a  new 
clause  down.  Did  the  clause  mean  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to 
take  powers  to  migrate  the  class  to 
which  he  referred. 

He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word 

•  ten,'  and  insert  the  word  '  twenty.'  "^Mr. 
Tully.) 

Question   proposed,   "That  the  word 

*  ten '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  allow  him  to 
move  his  Amendment  before  he  replied 
so  that  he  might  deal  with  both  at  the 
same  time.  He  proposed  to  leave  out 
acres  and  area  altogether  and  raise  the 
£5  limit  to  £10.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa{;e  33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'acres  in  area  and  five.' " — (Afr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM,  replying  to  both 
Amendments,  said  the  hon.   Gentleman 


who  moved  the  first  Amendment  mis' 
conceived  the  purport  of  the  section. 
The  section  did  not  deal  with  the 
migrants  but  the  persons  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  persons  who 
had  migrated.  The  proper  course  in. 
respect  to  both  Amendments  would  be- 
not  to  go  the  whole  length,  but  in  line 
10  to  leave  out  the  woras  ten  acres  in 
area  and  leave  in  the  monetary  limit. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N)  asked 
whether  the  word  proprietors  in  this 
clause  and,  in  fact,  all  tnrough  the  fiill^ 
meant  proprietors  under  the  former 
Purchase  Acts. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes. 

Mr.  T.M.  HEAL  Y  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Amendments,  but  he  wished  to 
know  what  these  poor  people  had  done  to- 
suffer  expropriation  from  the  county  in. 
which  they  were  bom. 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  33,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words- 
'  ten  acres  in  »rea.' "—(itfr.  Wyndhotm.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DILLON  moved  to  insert  "or  to- 
any  sons  of  such  tenants."  He  said  there 
were  many  cases  in  which  the  Board,  if 
it  had  this  discretion,  would  be  glad  to 
avail  themselves  of  it.  He  had  in  mind 
cases  of  men  who  came  over  to  England, 
for  nine  months  in  the  year,  leaving  their 
families  at  home,  and  who  wouM  un- 
doubtedly have  to  emigrate  altogether  if 
they  had  no  chance  of  getting  holdings  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Many  of  these  men 
were  of  just  that  enterprising  class  which 
it  was  desirable  to  retain  in  the  country. 
All  he  desired  was  that  if  the  land  was 
there  and  to  spare  the  Board  should  be 
able  to  let  the  son  of  a  tenant  have  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In page 33,  line  12,  after  the  word  <Iand' 
to  insert  the  words  or  to  any  sons  of  snch. 
tenants."— (il/r.  DUliyn..) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would  be 
sorry  to  oppose  any  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  he  did  not  oppose  this  oit 
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its  merits,  but  he  wished  to  point  out  its 
bearing  on  the  remarkable  Amendment 
of  the  Chief  Secretary.  The  proposal 
was  that  a  farm,  for  which,  perhaps,  the 
man  had  paid  a  high  price,  should  be  taken 
away  and  given  to  the  son  of  another 
tenant  in  the  district.  The  insertion  of 
these  words  would  enable  that  to  be  done. 
He  had  never  heard  of  such  a  proposition, 
and  he  failed  to  see  why  one  man  should 
be  injured  for  the  benefit  of  another 
unless  good  reason  were  shown  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Me.  O'MALLEY  ^Galway,  Connemara) 
said  he  had  intendea  severely  to  criticise 
the  action  of  che  Congested  Districts 
Board  in  his  constituency  during  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years,  but  the  speech  of 
the  right  hen.  Gentleman  had  disarmed 
criticism,  and  his  apology  rendered  further 
remarks  on  that  point  unnecessary. 
Moreover,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  promised  to  do  away  with  the  system 
of  imposing  fines  on  migratory  tenants  to 
extend  the  operation  of  the  migratory 
scheme  under  the  Bill,  it  was  unnecessary 
to  do  more  than  formally  move  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  33,  line  IS,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words  '(3)  When  the  Congested  DUtrictsBoard, 
in  exercise  of  any  power  vested  in  them  under 
Section  44  of  the  Act  of  1896,  or  otherwise, 
sell  any  parcels  of  land  to  tenants  of  small 
holdings  or  others,  the  cost  of  any  improve- 
iiients  other  than  the  cost  of  the  building  or 
rebuilding  of  houses  carried  oat  by  the  B^rd 
upon  any  snch  parcel  of  land  previous  to  such 
sale  shall  not  oe  included  in  the  estimate  of 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  same,  and  shall  not 
be  payable  by  the  purchaser  thereof,  nor  shall 
any  money  lie  payable  by  way  of  fine  by  any 
such  purchaser  to  the  Board  upon  such  sale. 
(4)  The  Ck>ngested  Districts  B(»rd  shall  each 
year,  oat  of  the  income  provided  for  them  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts, 
set  apart  the  sam  of  £40,000  for  the  purposes 
of  migration  and  settlement,  as  mentioned  in 
Section  37  and  Section  39,  Sub-secton  1  (a),  of 
the  Act  of  1891,  and  for  the  enlargement  of 
small  holdings  under  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  Section  44  of  the  Act  of  1896  and 
this  section  in  such  proportions  as  they  may 
determine.  And  in  case  the  sum  of  £20,000|a 
year  referred  to  in  Section  35  of  this  Act  is 

Eaid  to  the  Board  such  sum  shall  be  applied 
y  them  to  the  like  purposes  only.' " — [Jfr. 
ffMaUey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
b«  there  added." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  sud  the  Amend- 
ment would  place  too  rigid  a  restraint 
on  the  action  of  the  Board.  Until  the 
scheme  of  discrimination  between  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  new 
Department  had  been  arrived  at,  he  could 
not  agree  to  an  Amendment  laying  down 
the  amount  that  was  to  be  expended  on 
any  given  purpose. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  suggested 
that,  as  the  two  points  covered  by  the 
Amendment  had  been  substantially  met 
by  promises  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Amendment  should  be  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) 
said  he  desired  to  move  the  Amendment 
he  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  because  he 
felt  that  the  Bill  was  unsatisfactory  in 
the  respect  there  referred  to.  The  only 
remedy  for  the  existing  state  of  things 
was  to  provide  land  for  those  who  haid 
an  insufficient  quantity  on  which  to 
bring  up  their  families.  Congestion  and 
its  consequences  constituted  a  serious 
social  problem,  which  could  not  be  over- 
looked or  lightly  passed  over,  as  it 
affected  the  weU-being  of  all  classes  of 
the  community.  Members  representing 
all  shades  of  pohtical  thought  had  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  support  the  Bill, 
with  the  hope  that  it  would  put  an 
end  to  the  agrarian  trouble  in  Ireland, 
but  he  would  like  to  see  practical  effect 
given  to  that  s^pathy  by  sufficient 
land  being  provided  for  the  people  in 
the  western  counties  on  which  they 
could  live  without  the  necessity  of 
migrating  or  emigrating.  The  Chief 
Secretary  was  cognisant  of  the  evil 
caused  by  the  consolidation  of  farms 
diunng  the  last  fifty  years,  and  he  would 
do  well  to  take  the  advice  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  on  this  pcnnt, 
as  he  had  an  opportunity  which  diould 
not  lightly  be  thrown  away.  Let  the 
finishing  touch  be  given  to  the  policy 
of  conciliation  by  giving  the  people  the 
right  to  live  on  the  land  and  putting  an 
end  to  the  system  of  grazing.  Con- 
cessions had  been  made  affecting  th» 
well-being  of  classes  infinitely  better  ofl 
than  the  people  for  whom  he  was 
pleading,  and  he  appealed  to  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  to  deal  with  this  matter 
once  for  all  by  enaUing  the  peo}^  of 
the  West  to  live  in  their  own  country. 
Unless  the  holdings  were  extended  there 
could  be  no  comfort  or  prosperity  for  the 
people,  and  a  good  deal  of  good,  which 
would  otherwise  come  by  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  would  be  lost  In  various  parts 
of  the  country  there  was  more  than 
sufficient  land.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Mayo  had  given  an 
illustration  of  the  condition  of  things 
in  the  Westport  Union,  and  the  same 
might  be  said  of  other  unions.  There 
was  one  union  where  44,000  people  were 
living  upon  holdings  at  a  less  valuation 
than  18s.  4d.  each,  and  7,000  were  under 
£8.  It  was  little  wonder  that  these 
should  be  described  as  slum  holdings  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  was 
afraid  that  a  number  of  graziers  would 
come  in  for  the  benefits  of  this  Act. 

His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North 
Mayo  had  told  the  Committee  that  on 
one  estate  there  were  twenty-five  small 
holders  huddled  together  on  the  bog 
land  which  they  had  tilled  and  reclaimed, 
whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  was 
the  good  land  from  which  they  had 
been  driven,  and  which  was  held  by 
three  graziers,  one  of  whom  had  thirteen 
large  grazing  farms,  whilst  his  brother 
had   six.      The    Land    Commission    ad 


the  rumours  of  this  Land  Bill  readied 
Ireland,  these  graziers,  who  never  before 
either  built  a  house  or  made  a  drain 
upon  their  land,  began  to  do  so.  He 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  woald  give 
them  some  assurance  that  these  gentle- 
men would  not  be  able  to  get  large 
advances  from  the  Estates  Commission, 
for  by  that  course  a  good  many  poor 
tenants  would  be  kept  from  obtaining 
possession  of  those  lands.  Within  the 
past  seven  or  eight  years  he  had  found 
it  his  duty  to  speak  very  strongly  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  these  gentlemen. 
He  had  frequently  spoken  very  hardly 
about  graziers  for  taking  these  ranches ; 
about  landlords  for  letting  them,  and 
about  the  Government  for  alloonng  such 
a  scandalous  state  of  things  to  exist,  and,  if 
the  occasion  should  arise  again,  he  might 
have  to  repeat  those  utterances,  no  matter 
what  the  consequences  might  be.  He  did 
not  say  this  to  hold  out  any  threats,  but 
simply  to  convey  to  the  Committee  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  people  to  have  the 
land  and  to  show  that  there  could  be 
neither  peace,  nor  contentment,  nor 
prosperity  in  Ireland  until  these  graz- 
ing lands  weie  divided  up  into  small 
holdings.  He  wanted  an  assurance  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  no  advance 
would  be  given  to  any  man  on  an 
agricultural    holding    who    held    fifty 


vanced  £2,739  to  one  of  those  graziers,  !  ^'"'^  "''J^^"  **»»'  .^^''^'''g'  "'^  ^tere  the 
to  the  second  £2,241,  and  to  the  third    *^"*°*  °'°  °°^  ^.^^°^  ^P°^  ^'^^  holding 


£1,952,  making  a  total  of  £6,922  which 
was  given  to  these  graziers.  The  poor 
tenants  he  had  alluded  to  got  considerably 
less  than  £4,000  between  twenty-five  of 
them.  The  conduct  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion in  advancing  so  much  money  to  these 
graziers  was  monstrous,  and  a  continua- 
tion of  that  policy  would  not  produce 
either  peace  or  goodwill  in  Ireland.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  settle 
this  question,  let  him  give  an  assurance 
that  the  poor  cottier  farmers  of  the  west 
of  Ireland  would  not  be  forgotten,  and 
that  the  graziers,  who  had  been  a  curse 
to  the  land,  would  be  rooted  out  once 
and  for  all.  If  advances  were  made  to 
these  graziers  what  would  become  of  the 

Swr  people  who  had  been  living  on  the 
inges  of  those  ranches?  These  poor 
people  had  been  looking  over  the  walls 
ground  these  ranches  with  longing  eyes, 
hoping  for  the  day  to  come  when  they 
might  inherit  the  land  from  which  their 
jEathers  had  been  driven.  Immediately ; 
ilfr.  John  ffBonneU. 


or  within  one  mile  thereof. 


Amendment  proposed- 


"In  page  33,  Una  15,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words — '  (6)  No  advance  shall  be  made  under 
any  of  the  Land  Pnrohase  Acts  for  the  purchase 
of  a  holding  situated  within  a  congested 
districts  county  in  any  of  the  foUowinj;  oases — 
(a)  Where  the  tenant  does  not  reside  upon 
the  holding  or  within  one  mile  thereof ;  (b) 
Where  the  holding  comprises  pasture  land 
more  than  60  acres  in  extent,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
is  suitable  for  the  enlargement  of  existing 
holdings  or  for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  Sub-section  1  (a)  of  Section  39  of  the  Act  of 
\S9l."'—{Mr.  John  CDonneU.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insert^." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Act  in  Ireland  would  not 
be   successful    unless  it  carried  with  it 
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the  assent  of  all  classes  of  public  o|Mnioii 
in  Ireland.  He  was  convinced  that  the> 
would  not  only  prejudice  the  chances 
of  this  Bill  now,  but  the  chances  of  its 
fair  operation  in  Ireland  if  they  took 
away  absolutdy  from  certain  persons 
priril^ies  which  they  now  enjoyed.  It 
might  be  held  by  some  that  they  had 
already  limited  the  rights  to  which 
persons  in  Ireland  might  legitimately 
aspire.  But  it  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  fundamental  mistake,  and  would 
militate  against  the  object  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  at  heart,  if  they  were 
to  place  in  the  Bill  an  invidious  and 
exclusive  enactment  against  a  particular 
set  of  men  in  Ireland,  and  a  set  of  men 
who  were  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  He  thought  those  who  had 
listened  to  his  speeches  upon  this  ques- 
tion would  admit  that  he  had  shown 
that  he  was  fully  sensiUe  of  the  evil  of 
congestion,  and  most  desirous  to  miti- 
gate that  evil ;  but  to  legislate  against 
graziers  as  a  class  would  be  an  act  of 
economic  insanity.  To  whom  were  the 
small  holders  to  sell  their  calves  if  they 
did  away  with  the  graziers  1 

♦Mr.  KILBRIDE  (KUdare,  S.) :  To  the 
exporters  who  supply  the  English 
market. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  sur 
prised  if  the  hon.  Member  was  in  favour 
of  withdrawing  from  a  whole  class  of 
farmers  any  advantages  under  this  Bill 
— (Nationaust  cries  of,  "  In  congested 
districts  only")— which  they  now  enjoyed 
under]  earlier  legislation.  It  took  all 
sorts)  to  make  a  world:  and  graziers 
would  have  just  cause  of  complaint  if 
these  privileges  were  withdrawn,  and 
many  would  take  up  cudgels  on  their 
behalf.  It  would  be  altogether  a  de- 
parture from  the  spirit  which  had  ani- 
mated the  authors  of  the  Bill,  and  from 
the  spirit  of  the  Land  Conference,  to  say 
that  a  certain  class  should  get  none  of 
the  advantages.  Moreover,  under  the 
Bill  a  grazier  could  only  obtain  one 
iidrance  for  the  purchase  of  a  grazing 
tract.  Many  of  those  persons  were 
not  so  much  farmers  as  men  of 
business  buying  and  selling  cattle. 
To  say  that  a  man  who  might  now  pay 
up  to  £5,000  was  by  this  Act  to  be 
deprived  of  the  right  of  doing  it  would 


be,  he  was  convinced,  a  great  error  of 
judgment,  and  he  must  resist  any  such 
proposal.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  considered  the  way 
in  which  the  various  provisions  of  this 
Bill  hung  together.  There  were  now 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  and  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  But  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  would  not  go  out 
of  its  way  to  buy  a  property  for  th«  mere 

fmrpoee  of  reselling  it  to  large  graziers  or 
armers.  That  was  not  their  province 
under  the  Bill.  Their  duty  under  t^e 
Bill  was  to  deal  with  parts  of  the  West 
of  Ireland  which  required  improvement. 
He  would  ask  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  bearing  of  Clause  86  on  the  whole  of 
this  question.  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  not  consider  a  mere  fringe 
of  congestion  and  sanction  the  sale  of 
that  unless  they  did  what  the  Bill  put  it 
in  their  power  to  do,  namely,  acquire 
other  land  in  order  to  remedy  tjiat  state 
of  congestion.  Nor  would  tbey  sell  a 
single  large  farm  without  regard  to  cii- 
cumstances  of  congestion  in  its  neigh-  . 
bourhood.  There  would  be  a  good  deal 
of  elasticity  and  administrative  resource 
under  this  Bill  taken  as  a  whole,  and  as 
the  object  of  the  Government  was  not, 
and  never  had  been,  to  give  large  ad- 
ditional grants  on  public  credit  in  order 
to  enable  people  to  buy  property  which 
they  could  buy  for  themselves,  the  hon. 
Member  need  have  no  aUnq  that  the 
action  of  the  Commissioners  and  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  would  be  to 
give  large  advances  to  those  described  as 
graziers.  The  graziers  would  enjoy  their 
existing  rights  under  the  Bill.  These 
were  rights  which  ought  not  to  be  taken 
away  by  the  Bill.  If  property  was 
bought  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ' 
it  was  bought  for  the  purpose  of  curing 
the  evils  of  congestion.  He  thought  that 
under  this  Bill  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  have  all  the  powers  of 
landlords  to  deal  with  that  property  for 
certain  objects.  What  were  those  ob- 
jects ]  To  cure  on  that  property  the 
evils  of  congestion,  and  turn  those  who 
were  the  debtors  of  the  State  into  persons 
who  had  property  which  would  support 
them  for  the  next  sixty -eight  and  a  naif 
years  and  enable  them  to  pay  the  instal- 
ments. The  Congested  District*  Board 
would  be  abusing  a  public  trust  if  they 
were  to  sell  off  the  worst  holdings  with- 
out regard  to  being  able  to  enlarge  them, 
or  if  uiey  were  indiscriminately  to  sail 
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all  the  untenanted  land  in  the  neigbbour- 
hood  without  regard  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  an  amount  of  congestion 
there  to  be  relieved.  He  thought  the 
lion.  Member  would  see  that  his  fears 
were  somewhat  visionary.  To  introduce 
an  arbitrary  code  against  one  class,  and 
one  class  only,  in  Ireland  would  be 
altogether  out  of  harmony  with  their 
proceedings,  and  the  champions  of  that 
class  would  have  something  to  say  on  the 
subject  which  would  imperil  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  At  any  rate,  it  was  a  policy 
which  he  could  not  accept 

*Mb.  KILBRIDE  said  he  acknowledged 
the  attitude   of  the  right  hun.  Gentle- 
man    when     he     extended    the    limit 
from    £5,000    to    £7,000.      In     doing 
so,  he  undoubtedly  met  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Nonh  Kildare  in  a  most  i 
generous  way.     He  begged  to  assure  the  { 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  farmers 
of   County  Kildare,   who   were   mostly  ! 
interested    in    this  particular    matter,  ' 
would  be  mindful  of  him  for  what  he  { 
had  done.     He  wished  to  point  out  that  I 
the  case  brought  forward  by  his  hon. ' 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Mayo  did  I 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  this  Act ' 
at  all.    The  hon.   Member  was  afraid,  i 
and    he    thought    he    was   legitimately  j 
entitled  to  be  afraid,  that  where  there 
was    congestion     in     the     immediate , 
proximity  of  a  large  farm,  the  tenant  j 
would  not  mttkp  use  of  this  Bill  at  all, 
but  that  under  the  law  which  at  present 
existed  he  would  make  a  direct  bargain  j 
with    the    landlord    under    the    Land  | 
Purchase  Acts,    even    in   a   congested 
•district.     If  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped  the  ! 
Attorney-General    would    correct    him.  I 
Under  the  law  as  it  existed  a  bargain 
could  be  taken  completely  away  from 
the    purview    of     the     Estates     Com 
miflsioners,  and  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.    The  land  could  be  bought  direct 
from  the  landlord  for  a  great  number  of 
years  purchase,  and  the  landlord  would 
get  a  bonus. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  No. 

*Ms.  KILBRIDE  said  he  was  very  glad 
to  hear  that.  In  such  a  case  the  land- 
lord would  get  no  bonus.  This  was 
not  an  attack  upon  the  graners  of 
County  Meath,  or  of  the  provinces  of 

Mr.  fFiftidham. 


licinster  or  Connaught ;  it  was  simply  a 
proposal  to  safeguani  in  the  interest  of 
the  congested  districts  all  available  land 
which  was  not  necessary  to  the  present 
occupying  tenant  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  living.  He  knew  a  case  in 
the  constituency  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Memberfor  EastGalway  wherea  man  who 
had  made  his  money  out  of  the  halfpence 
and  pence  of  the  people  living  in  a  con- 
gested area,  by  keeping  a  wayside  shop, 
and  who,  though  originally  he  did  not 
occupy  ten  acres  of  land  himself,  was  now 
a  grazier  holding  5,000  acres  of  land.  [An 
Hon.  Mehbkr  :  His  name  isRattray.]  He 
was  sure  the  Chief  Secretary  must  be 
acquainted  with  this  case.  He  assured 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  had 
qualifications  to  deal  with  this  question 
which  no  other  man  occupying  the  posi- 
tion of  Chief  Secretary  ever  had.  He 
could  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
the  frankest  way  that  he  would  be  met 
by  the  people  not  only  of  the  West  of 
Ireland,  but  of  Kildare,  in  a  way  that  no 
other  man  in  the  position  of  Chief 
Secretary  ever  was  met  before.  They 
talked  about  sentimental  reasons.  Senti- 
ment went  a  long  way  in  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  the  advantage 
of  having  the  sentiment  of  the  Irish 
people  with  him  in  a  way  in  which  no 
other  man  ever  had  before.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  take  advantage  of  his  opportunities 
and  that  he  would  do  everything  in  his 
power  as  a  member  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  see  that  the  land  which 
remained  available  for  the  enlargement 
of  holdings  and  for  the  accommodation 
of  people  migrating  would  be  used  for 
those  purposes. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  said  that  in 
view  of  the  assurance  he  had  received  on 
the  question  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  did  not  desire  to  press  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  68,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  69,  70  and  71  agreed  to. 

Clause  72. 

♦Mr.  O'KELLY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment   dealing    with    the    question    of 
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providing  land  for  the  people  in  the 
•coi^geatea  districts.  He  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretarv  wovdd  accept  the 
Amendment  as  it  did  not  so  so  iar  as  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  suggested  in 
4heir  fourth  Annual  Report.  The  Report 
had  often  been  quoted  before  in  the 
House,  but  he  would  quote  it  again  in 
connection  with  this  Ajnendment  as  he 
believed  it  was  fairly  apt.  The  hon. 
Member  read  the  passage  in  the  Report 
which  stated  that  the  Board  were  in 
possession  of  information  from  their 
inspectors  that  there  were  large  tracts  of 
grazing  land  which  could  be  used  to  en- 
large the  holdings  of  small  occupiers,  but 
that  the  Board  were  of  opinion  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  give  effect  to  this 
important  part  of  the  work  unless  more 
funds  were  placed  at  their  disposal  and 
compulsory  powers  conferred  upon  them 
to  acquire  the  land.  He  thought  it  was 
-only  reasonable  that  the  powers  of  the 
Board  to  acquire  land  should  be  increased 
now  that  their  credit  was  to  be  increased. 
Sooner  or  later  compulsion  must  be 
■recognised,  so  far  as  the  congested  dis- 
tricts were  concerned,  if  the  work  of  the 
JBoard  was  to  be  really  satisfactory.  He 
was  content  at  the  present  time  to  ask 
Parliament  to  sanction  pre-emption,  which 
would  not  hurt  the  landlord  because  it 
would  not  compel  him  to  sell  if  he  did 
mot  want  to  sell,  and  would  secure  that 
whenever  land   was  available  in  a  con- 

Ol  district,  the  Congested  Districu 
would  have  the  opportunity  of 
purchasing  that  land  in  order  to  carry 
■out  the  object  of  the  Board — viz.,  the 
celief  of  congestion.  It  would  also  pre- 
vent speculative  transactions  in  land  to 
the  detriment  of  the  poor  people,  because 
many  graziers  purchased  land  in  the  hope 
-of  re-selling  it  to  the  Board  at  an  enhanced 
price.  Take  the  case  of  the  estate  of  Bone, 
situated  in  the  very  heart  of  the  congested 
-district  of  his  own  county.  There  were 
jio  fewer  than  173  holdings  there  under 
£8  valuation ;  and  everyone  admitted 
*hat  any  holding  under  £8  was  below  the 
subsistence  point  for  a  family.  On  that 
■estate  there  were  700  acres  of  grazing 
land  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
three  individual  graziers,  while  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  to  stand  by 
without  power  to  prevent  it.  Had  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  the  power 
of  pre-emption,  that  would  not  have 
«ccurred.     He  would  remind  the  right 


hon.  G«ntleman  that  when  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  first  formed,  ten 
and  a  half  years  ago,  there  were  429 
electoral  divisions  defined  as  congested 
divisions,  and  of  these  only  118  had  been 
affected  by  the  operations  of  the  Board. 
He  had  in  his  mind  several  large 
grazing  farms  in  Mayo  which  might 
be  availed  of  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  for  relieving  congestion  by  set- 
tling the  people  on  the  land,  but  which, 
for  want  of  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
would  pass  into  the  hands  of  individual 
graziers.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  accept  his  Amendment  now,  it 
was  certain  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  he 
would  have  himself  to  come  down  to  the 
House  and  ask  Parliament  to  consent 
either  to  pre-emption  or  compulsion.  He 
begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  34,  line  11,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  '  (2)  Where  any  agricultural  or  pastoral 
land  in  for  aale  in  a  congealed  districta  county, 
and  the  vendor  is  a  person  who  may  be  dealt 
with  as  the  owner  of  the  land  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Part  1  of  this  Act  or 
otherwise,  the  Congested  Districts  Board  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  nght  of  pre-emption  of  said 
land.  No  person  shall  sell  any  such  land  to 
any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said 
Board,  or  enter  into  any  agreement  for  the 
sale  thereof  without  first  serving  within  the  pre- 
scribed time,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  upon 
the  said  Bofird  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
On  receiving  such  notice  the  said  Board  shall, 
in  case  they  determine  to  purchase  the  said 
lands  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Act*,  serve 
upon  the  vendor  thereof  within  the  prescril«d 
time  and  in  the  prescribed  manner  a  notice  of 
their  intention  to  purchase  the  same.  The 
said  Board  thereupon  shall  be  entitled  to  pur- 
chase the  said  land  for  such  sura  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  or,  in  the  event  of  disagreement, 
may  be  ascertained  by  the  Ijind  Commission 
Court  to  be  the  true  value  thereof,  and  the 
sale  shall,  thereupon,  Iw  completed  in  the 
same  manner  in  all  respects  as  if  it  were  a 
purchase  by  agreement  bv  the  said  Board 
within  the  provisions  of  Section  72  of  this 
Act.  For  we  purposes  of  this  sub-seotion, 
the  true  value  of  said  land  shall  be  ascertained 
by  the  Land  Commission  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  were  a  tenancy  being  sold  to  the  land- 
lord under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  ISC  I, 
subject  to  such  variations  as  the  Land  Com- 
mission may  by  rales  direct.  If  the  vendor 
fails  to  give  the  said  Board  the  aforesaid 
notice  of  nis  intention  to  sell  and  proceed  with 
the  sale  of  the  land  to  any  other  person  or 
peisons,  the  Land  Commission  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  upon  application  made  to  them 
within  the  presorioed  time  and  in  the  pre- 
scribed manner,  by  the  said  Board,  or  by  the 
County  Council  of  the  county  in  which  the 
land  is  situate,  declare  the  sale  to  be  void 
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In  ease  the  aaid  Board,  having  reoeived  tJie 
notice  of  the  veodor's  intention  to  sell,  shall 
fail  to  senre  the  aaid  notice  of  their  intenvion 
to  bay,  then  they  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
waivM  all  right  of  pre-emption  nnder  thia 
t-ectioD,  and  the  vendor  shall  thereupon  be 
entitled  to  sell  the  land  as  if  this  section  had 
I  ot  passed.'  "—(Mr.  CfRdly.) 

Quettion  proposed,  "That  those  vords 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  he  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  practically  on 
the  same  question  as  that  raised  by  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Mayo,  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  saw  his  way  to  accept  the 
latter,  he  would  not  find  it  necessary 
to  moye  his.  Their  object  was  to  secure 
that  the  grass  lands  necessary  for  the 
relief  of  congestion  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
should  not  pass  into  the  hands  of  pro- 
prietors who  would  hold  them  against 
the  people  for  ever.  Since  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  founded  in  1891 
there  had  been  seven  amending  Acts, 
and  they  had  not  yet  reached  the 
possession  of  perfect  machinery;  and 
he  warned  the  right  hon.  QenUeman 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  if  he  allowed 
this  portion  of  the  Bill  to  pass  without 
accepting  any  of  the  Amendments  of 
the  Irish  Party,  he  would  require 
another  amending  Act  in  the  immediate 
future,  and  that  further  agitation  would 
arise  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech  did  not 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  ordinary  way 


during  the  afternoon  with  ever-increas- 
ing admiration;  he  had  never  heard 
the  Chief  Secretary  in  such  form ;  each 
succeeding  speech  was  more  eloquent 
than  the  preceding,  and  it  was  a  perfect 
treat  to  listen  to  him.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  never  more 
eloquent  than  when  he  did  not  meui 
to  give  the  Irish  Members  any  con- 
cession ;  and  now,  at  the  end  of  a  npt 
too  long  prolonged  debate  on  this  most 
important  subject,  there  was  nothiog^ 
to  show  for  their  work  except  the- 
modest  Amendment  accepted  in  regard 
to  the  sons  of  tenants.  This  was  a  veiy 
serious  state  of  affairs;  and  he  would 
read  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
Bishop  of  Connaught  on  this  subjeM, 
passed  inunediately  after  the  Bill  was- 
introduoed,  in  order  to  impress  on  the 
Government  the  importance  of  this- 
Amendment.  He  might  say  that  the^ 
Bishops  of  Connaught  were  an  extremely 
moderate  body  of  men ;  and  he  did  not 
think  that  anybody  eould  com^dain  that 
these  Bishops  had  ever  bem  inciters  of 
violent  agitation  or  of  violence  in  any 
way,  or  that  they  had  shown  themselvea 
to  be  unreasonable  or  extreme  pcditioiaiis. 
The  Bishops,  who  were  all  present,  said 
that  whilst  recognising  the  immense 
value  of  the  Land  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  earnestly  hoping  that  it  would 
soon  become  hiw,  that  they  desired  to  re- 
cord their  fears  that  the  proposals  dealing 
with  congestion  were  quite  inadequate. 
Larger  and  more  extensive  powers  should 
be  conferred  on  the  Congested  Districts 


iannSSiMJ'i'^.hr*.***'*  ^}*^J^^   Bo*«i  "-nil^r  to  the  powers  gianted  ia 
lands  dually  to  the  tenants.    He  knew  cwu^j    »„^    „i „    „ii    „-f  i„„ji,-j 


of  cases  where  the  graziers,  being  afraid 
of  any  interference  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  with  the  estate  on  which 
their  farms  were  situated,  induced 
other  graziers  to  join  with  them  in 
buying  directly  from  the  landlord;  but 
even  supposing  the  other  smaller  grazing 
tenants  refused  to  join,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  larger  tenants 
buying  direct.  The  only  punishment 
which  the  Estates  Commissioners  or  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  could  give  in 
such  circumstances  would  be  to  punish 
the  poorer  men  for  what  the  richer 
men  had  done  in  buying  up  the  estate. 
He  maintained  that  the  (uscretion  in 
the  clause  as  it  stood  was  no  protection 
to  the  smaller  tenants  at  all.  He  had 
listened   to   the  right  hon.  GkntlemaA 


Scotland,  and  above  all  no  landlord 
should  be  able  to  purchase  land  except 
with  the  view  of  making  it  residential, 
and  even  under  that  condition  not  to  a 
greater  extent  than  £1,000.  They  wore 
of  opinion  that  the  land  question  would 
not  be  settled  in  Western  Ireland,  nor 
would  peace  and  contentment  be  re6t<Mred 
until  the  grazing  land  taken  from  the 
people  in  the  past  was  given  back  to- 
those  who  were  able  and  willing  to  work 
upon  it  for  the  suppmrt  of  themselves  a&d 
their  families.  As  the  outcome  of  this 
discussion  they  had  been  able  to  obtain 
only  the  smallest  modification  m  th& 
provisions  of  this  Act  which  were  una,ni- 
mously  condemned  by  the  Bishope. 

What  was  the  difficulty  which  prevent^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from  making 
some  concession  on  his  part  t    Previoudy 
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there  were  great  landlord  intereate  of 
stake,  but  they  had  not  heard  the  voice  at 
a  single  landlord  raised  against  these 
proposals.  The  British  taxpayer  had 
also  disappeared.  He  had  no  interest  in 
the  discussion.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  be  in  a  much  more  secure 
position  if  their  proposals  were  ac- 
cepted, because  these  poor  tenants  must 
b<MX>me  the  debtors  of  the  British 
taxpayer,  and  it  was  enormously  to  the 
latter's  interest  that  the  tenants  should 
have  such  h<ddiogB  as  would  make  them 
solvent.  These  proposals  would  not  add 
one  penny  to  the  burden  which  would 
be  placed  on  the  British  taxpayer.  What 
was  the  trouble  in  this  matter?  It 
seemed  to  him  deplorable  that  in  a  great 
settlement  of  the  land  question,  to  a  large 
extent  they  were  going  to  leave  out 
the  most  acute  part  of  the  question  and 
the  main  source  of  agitation  in  the  past. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  had  made  an 
appeal  to  them,  and  had  said  that  the 
complications  were  so  great  that  he  could 
not  be  expected  to  deal  with  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Congested  Districts 
lk>ard.  That,  however,  ought  to  have 
been  the  first  question  to  receive  atten- 
tion, and  from  the  points  of  view  both 
ot  urgency  and  merit  that  was  really  a 
question  which  ought  to  have  occupied 
his  attention  before  any  other.  He  had 
admitted  that  in  his  negotiations  with  the 
Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer he  had  obtained  the  promise 
for  the  Bill  to  be  agreed  to  on  the  ground 
of  pressing  urgency  because  of  the 
desperate  condition  of  the  people  in  the 
West  of  Ireland.  That  being  so,  why 
should  these  people  be  left  out  1  and  why 
siiould  not  this  Bill  be  drawn  so  as  to 
give  reasonable  ground  for  hoping  that 
the  case  of  the  Western  peasants  would 
receive  proper  attention  1  Throughout 
this  long  debate  they  had  had  no  sditary 
reason,  from  beginning  to  end,  why  their 
proposals  shoidd  be  rejected.  This 
principle  of  compulsion  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Prime  Minister  with  regard 
to  the  West  of  Ireland.  That  right  hon. 
Oentleman  signed  a  rq>ort  as  a  member 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  by  which 
report,  compulsion,  as  a  prinoii^e,  was 
appiiedin  Ireland  freely  and  most  urgently 
in  connection  with  these  land  sales.  The 
owners  of  head-rents,  which  property 
was  more  valuable  than   Government 


stock,  and  as  valuable  as  any  gilt-edged 
security,  had  to  accept  twenty-four 
years  purchase,  and  yet  they  were  tdd 
there  was  no  kind  of  compulsion.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Government 
had  acted  most  arbitrarily.  They  had, 
in  the  present  land  l^slation,  given  a 
most  unjust  right  of  preemption  to  the 
landlord,  who  could  compel  the  tenant  to 
sell  his  holding  at  two- thirds,  or  even  one- 
half,  of  its  value,  and  yet  when  they 
asked  that  a  man  should  be  compeUed 
to  sell  his  land  at  its  full  market  value 
the  Government  refused  t  >  discuss  the 
matter.  That  was  an  unreasonable 
attitude  to  assume,  and  no  amount  of 
eloquence  on  the  part  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  reconcile  them  to  it. 
He  warned  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  without  this  compulsion  the 
Bill  would  not  prove  a  success.  He 
was  perfectly  aware  that  these  clauses 
would  do  a  great  deal,  and  were  an 
improvement  on  the  law  as  it  now  stood. 
But  more  was  the  pity  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  complete 
the  work.  He  could  not  blame  them 
if  they  were  obliged  io  no  to  their  owu 
districts  and  point  out  to  the  people  that 
having  got  so  much,  and  only  so  much, 
by  agitation,  they  must  continue  to 
agitate  in  order  to  get  the  rest. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  the  BUI 
would  prove  adequate  if  it  had  a  fair 
trial,  but  he  was  afraid  that  this  part,  or 
any  other  part  of  it,  would  not  get  a 
fair  trial  in  Ireland  if  they  introduced 
the  principle  of  compulsion.  He  desired 
to  act  by  means  of  inducemeut  and 
goodwill,  and  by  appealing  to  all 
classes  in  Ireland  to  try  and 
make  a  lasting  job  of  the  Bill. 
They  had  not  had  the  money  to  buy  those 
estates,  and  that  was  why  they  were 
not  bought.  Now  they  had  the  money 
they  were  told  they  would  be 
beaten  in  the  open  market,  but  he 
could  not  see  how  that  could  be 
when  they  had  a  double  bonus.  He 
did  not  think  they  could  be  beaten 
in  the  opon  market,  nor  by  isolated  pur- 
chasers, in  whose  case  there  was  no 
bonus  against  the  double  bonus.  When 
the  State  was  conferring  fresh  rights  and 
creating  credit  facilities  it  meant  to  have 
a  say  in  the  conduct  of  a  policy  intended 
to  level  up  the  bad  part  of  the  country 
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and  to  cure  congestion.  Hia  opinion 
was  that, the  policy  would  meet  with 
success.  He  did  not  see  how  compulsion 
applied  to  the  landlords  would  help  at 
alL  It  would  rather  have  the  efiiect  of 
spoiling  the  reception  of  the  Bill  in 
Lreland,  and  he  could  not  give  way  on 
the  point  which  had  been  urged. 

Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 
•explained  that  his  intervention  in 
the  debate  was  due  to  the  deep  interest  he 
had  taken  in  this  question.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  anyone  who  had  studied 
Irish  questions  must  see  that  roupd  the 
congested  districts  circled  the  whole 
•question  of  the  well-being  of  the  Irish 
people.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  was  quite  inadequate  to 
the  resources  of  the  country,  in  the  West 
there  was  a  large  mass  of  population  in 
the  direst  poverty,  and  for  that  state  of 
things  a  remedy  must  be  found.  If  that 
remedy  could  not  be  found  without  com- 
pulsion then  he  felt  very  strongly  that 
individual  interests  must  give  way  to  pub- 
lic interests.  It  would  be  unfortunate  if  it 
should  not  be  possible  to  effect  what 
they  had  in  view  without  expropriation, 
but  when  one  considered  the  enormous 
benefits  that  could  be  conferred  upon  a 
great  number  by  a  possible  hardship 
inflicted  on  a  few,  then  the  public 
interest  demanded  that  no  individual 
interest  should  stand  in  the  way.  He 
iknew  how  deeply  sympathetic  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  in  this  matter,  and 
how  much  he  had  the  success  of  this 
measure  at  heart.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  believed  that  without  the 
principle  of  compukion  he  could  arrive 
at  the  result  they  all  desired,  then  there 
was  no  reason  to  impress  upon  him  the 
many  considerations  that  had  been 
urged  in  favour  of  compulsion.  But  he 
could  not  help  feeling  that  compulsion 
would  be  a  good  weapon  to  fall  back 
upon  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  succeed. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
«aid  the  question  of  the  congested 
^districts  was  really  the  Irish  landquestion 
in  its  most  intense  form.  He  had  learned 
with  astonishment  from  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's speech  that  to  create  the  right 
of  pre-emption  was  the  same  thing  as 
compulsion.    Compulsion  was  applied  to 

Mr.  IFyndham. 


an  unwilling  seller;  the  right  of  pre- 
emption involved  the  wiliingneas  of  a 
man  to  sell  with  the  Sute  stepping  in 
to  say  that  in  order  to  carry  out  a  great 
national  policy  it  should  have  the  first 
right  to  buy.  The  Chief  Secretary  in 
dealing  with  the  graiing  lands  said  that 
the  Uuidlord  would  not  sell  to  the 
graziers  because  he  got  no  bonus.  But 
the  grazier  could  give  more  money  for 
his  land  than  the  poor  tenantry,  and 
the  landlord  would  drive  a  bargain  with 
the  graiier.  It  was  a  moderate  request 
to  say  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  acting  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
should  at  leaat  have  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  order  to  carry  out  the 
poUoy  which  it  was  founded  to  promote. 
He  believed  this  was  a  vital  question. 
Recognising  the  battles  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  fought  to  secure  the  provisions 
already  in  the  Bill,  he  would  not  impede 
him  with  his  work,  but  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman,  if  he  remained  in  Irektnd, 
would  find  that  he  would  have  to  giTe 
either  pre-emption  or  compulsion  belore 
this  cancer  could  be  removed. 

Coix>NEL  NOLAN  said  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
object  Irish  Members  had  in  view,  and 
no  doubt,  if  he  had  to  administer  the 
Act  would  succeed  in  enlarging  most  of 
the  holdings.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  not  remain  in  Ireland, 
and  if  his  successor  proved  to  be  of  s 
frugal  or  easy-going  duposition  the  daimi 
of  the  small  men  might  not  be  pressed 
on  the  Treasury.  The  Bill  was  very 
elastic,  and  a  great  deal  would  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  it  was  ad- 
ministered. There  were  two  classes  of 
graziers  in  Ireland.  In  the  case  of  those 
who  took  the  land  on  the  eleven  months 
system  the  owner  had  to  be  dealt  with. 
But  there  were  also  those  who  took  the 
land  altogether,  and  he  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  be  able  in  some  way  to 
see  that  a  good  deal  of  their  land  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  small  people.  U 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  went  to 
a  division  he  would  support  him,  as  he 
thought  the  provision  ought  to  he 
extended,  not  only  to  the  congested 
districts,  but  also,  through  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  to  other  districts  that 
were  not  congested.  He  hoped  the  Chiei 
Secretary  on  the  Report  stage  would  be 
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able  to  explain  the  bonus,  and  show  that 
ithe  Bill  was  calculated  to  achieve  one  of 
the  two  objects  they  had  at  heart — riz., 
to  make  the  great  bulk  of  the  tenants 
owners  of  the  soil,  and  to  extend  small 
lioldings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
h»T  for  South  Tyrone  had  referred  to  pre- 
■emption  and  compulsion  io  the  abstract. 
The  pre-emption  referred  to  in  the 
Amendment  was  to  buy,  not  at  the  price 
at  which  the  vendor  desired  to  sell,  but 
-at  the  price  fixed  by  the  Commissioners. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  that 
was  what  took  place  in  ordinary  cases  of 
pre-emption  in  Ulster  now. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.}  said  that 
•eight  years  ago  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  passed  a  Besolution  stating  that 
Avithout  compulsion  it  would  be  imposble 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Board,  and 
he  could  not  understand  the  obstinacy  of 
the  Front  Bench  on  this  matter. 

*Mh.  O'KELLY  said  that,  as  he  had 
no  desire  to  disturb  the  millennium,  he 
would  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BEIEN  said  that 
■Clause  48  provided  a  certain  remedy  in 
ithe  case  of  fraudulent  tenancies  created 
since  1st  March  last,  whereas,  by  the 
Amendment  he  was  about  to  move  he 
proposed  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  all 
•cases  of  bogus  tenancies  created  since  the 
passing  of  the  Congested  Districts  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  it.  The  power 
in  Clause  48  would  be  really  nugatory, 
because  landlords  and  graziers  knew  the 
•date  fixed  in  the  Bill.  But  if  no  mercy 
nvas  to  be  shown  in  such  cases,  why  should 
fraudulent  transactions  be  condoned  if 
they  dated  from  a  year,  or  two  years, 
before,  when  they  had  the  same  object, 
viz.,  that  of  forestalling  the  Bill  by  tying 
«p  land  which  would  be  the  salvation 
of  the  people  1  As  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  aware,  this  class  of  fraud  had  been 
•one  of  the  chief  obstructions  to  the  work 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board.  One 
iarm  had  been  the  means  of  keeping 
half  the  county  of  Mayo  in  disturbance 
for  two  years.  In  that  case  an  impudent 
Attempt    was  made  by  a   broken-down 


grazier  to  get  possession  of  a  lai]ze  farm/ 
which  he  knew  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  intended  to  buy,  and  he  succeeded 
in  getting  possession,  not  for  any  genuine 
agricultural  purpose,  but  simply  to  levy 
blackmail  by  afterwards  selling  or  sur- 
rendering the  farm  to  the  Board.  He 
could  give  many  cases  of  the  most 
shameless  fraud  of  that  description, 
practised  at  the  expense  of  the  people, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  anticipating  and 
defeating  the  Bill.  Why  should  any 
mercy  be  shown  to  the  people  who  com- 
mitted these  frauds  ?  Why  should  public 
money  be  used  absolutely  to  reward  the 
perpetrators  of  these  frauds,  and  enable 
them  to  filch  away  for  ever  this  land 
from  the  people  1  The  Amendment 
would  involve  no  hardship  on  either 
landlord  or  grazier,  as  neither  the 
Board  nor  the  County  Council  would 
be  in  the  least  likely  to  make  any  appeal 
except  in  the  case  of  some  notorious 
scandal,  while  if  they  did  raise  a  merely 
vexatious  question  the  Court  would  give 
costs  against  them.  The  Bill  confessed 
that  some  inquiry  was  necessary  to 
defeat  frauds  of  this  kind,  but  the  power 
ought  to  be  made  a  reality  by  enabling 
the  inquiry  to  go  baok  at  least  five 
years. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  34,  line  17,  at  end.toadd  the  words 
'  (3)  In  any  case  in  which  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Bduti,  or  the  County  Council  haying 
jurisdiction  in  a  connty  comprising  a  congested 
districts  county,  shall  be  satisfied  that  a 
letting  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  pasture  or  an 
agreement  for  the  a^stment  or  temporary 
depastnrage  of  land  within  said  congeated 
districts  county  has  been  made  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1891  with  a  view  to  de- 
feating the  purposes  of  Part  II.  of  that  Act, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  Board  or  said 
County  Council  to  apply  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission Court  to  have  raid  letting  or  agree- 
ment set  aside,  and  for  this  purpose  notice  of 
such  application  «hall  be  served  within  the 
prescribed  time  and  in  the  prescribed  manner 
upon  the  parties  to  said  letting  or  agreement, 
and  the  said  Land  Commission  Court,  after 
giving  all  the  foregoing  parties  au  opportunity 
of  being  heard  and  having  considered  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  may,  if  satisfied 
that  said  letting  or  agreement  as  aforesaid 
has  been  so  made,  make  an  order  declaring 
same  to  be  void  as  from  the  date  of  such  order 
upon  such  terms  as  to  costs  or  otherwise  as  to 
said  Court  shall  se«-m  just,  and  thereupon  the 
Congested  Distriots  Board  shall  have  all  such 
powers  of  purchasing  the  lands  comprised  in 
such  order,  freed  and  discharged  from  said 
letting  or  agreement,  as  are  conferred  upon 
them  by     the     Congested     Distriots    Board 

Digitized  by  V^OUy  It^ 


1588 


/ruA 


{COMMONS} 


LondBiU. 


1584 


Cireland)  Acts,  as  amended  bf  tbU  Act  for  the 
pnrchaae  of  lands  whether  compnlsorily  or  by 
»Sreeraent.— (ilfr.  William  O'Brien.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  the  Chief  Secretary  had  admitted  on 
another  Amendment  that  this  safeguard 
would  have  to  go  farther  back  than  was 
proposed  in  the  Bill,  because  he  had  said  it 
must  go  back  so  as  to  deal  with  cases  of 
tenancies  created  m  view  of  the  Bill  of 
last  year.  But  March  of  last  year  was 
when  that  Bill  was  introduced,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  publicly  pledged 
for  a  year  before  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill. 
Therefore,  the  safeguard  would  need  to 
extend  to  at  least  a  year  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  of  last  year. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM,  who  said  the 
phrase  "  fraudulent  tenancies  "  must  not 
bo  attributed  to  him,  explained  that  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  Government  was 
that  tenancies  created  in  anticipation  of 
the  Act  should  not  be  entitled  to  more 
than  a  certain  advance.  It  was  quite  out 
of  the  question  to  go  back  five  years,  but 
lie  was  prepared  to  go  back  to  the  date  of 
the  Queen's  Speech  of  1901,  which  he 
took  to  be  the  first  official  announcement 
with  which  he  was  connected  pledging  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  Land  Bill.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  to  go  even  so  far 
a«  that  had  not  a  certain  discretion  been 
admitted  earlier  in  the  Bill  where  some 
relaxation  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  that, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to 
have  said  the  last  word  on  the  point  he 
would  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  72  agreed  to. 
Clauses  73,  74,  and  75  agreed  to. 
Clause  76. 

Mr.  DILLON,  in  moving  to  omit 
Sub-section  I,  said  that  this  part  of  the 
Bill  had  really  no  right  to  appear  in  the 
measure  at  all.  Nearly  every  sub-sec- 
tion was  open  to  criticism  and  objection. 
The  particular  proposal  with  which  he 
was    now   dealing    was    that    the  Lord 


Chancellor  should  have  poww  to  add 
another  Judge  for  the  purpose  of  decid- 
ing  fair  rents.  Their  experience  of 
Judges  dealing  with  fair  rents  was 
that  they  were  a  public  nukanee.  Tb« 
Bessborough  Commission  had  laid  down 
that  if,  and  so  far  as,  public  opinion 
would  allow,  the  proper  men  to  fix  fair 
rents  were  laymen,  and  not  lawyers. 
While  everybody  would  be  compiled  to 
admit  that  questions  of  law  ought  to  be 
referred  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  he  had 
always  held  that  on  questions  of  Talne 
a  tribunal  composed  mainly  of  lawyem 
was  most  inequitable.  At  present  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  these  cases  consisted 
of  two  lawyers  and  two  laymen,  bnt  it 
was  now  proposed  to  get  rid  of  both 
laymen  and  import  a  Judge,  nominated 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  their  place. 
Such  a  proposal  was  outrageous.  Law- 
yers had  no  special  knowledge  of  land, 
and  yet  they  were  to  adjudicate  on 
business  nineteen-twentietbs  of  which 
was  concerned  with  nothing  but  the 
value  of  land.  The  absurdity  of  the 
whole  proceeding  was  shown  with 
regard  to  the  position  of  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien.  Mr.  OBrien  had  been  one  of 
the  head  Commissioners  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  was  really  the  only  member 
fitted  by  knowledge  to  adjudicate  on 
these  questions,  and  yet  he  was  to  be 
driven  out  and  a  Judge  put  in  his  place. 
A  more  monstrous  proposition  was 
never  submitted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  he  could  not  allow  it  to  pan 
without  protest. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  3,  to  leave  ont  Snb-aeotiao 
1."— (ilfr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  hon.  Member 
Was  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
scope  and  object  of  this  clause.  At  the 
present  time  there  was  a  vast  number  ct 
arrears.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
under  this  KU  they  had  imposed  very 
serious  and  important  duties  on  the 
present  Judicial  Commissioner.  He 
would  have  to  decide  on  questions  of 
law  arising  under  the  operation  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  it  was  perfeedy 
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imponible  without  repealing  a  section! 
of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  setting  up  a 
<liffennt  procedure,  to  dispose  of  the  vast 
arrean  of  fair  rent  appeals  unless  they 
found  a  Judge  somewhere  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  two  lay  Oommissioners. 
One  of  the  greatest  giioTances  was  that 
there  were  still  thousands  of  appeals 
undisposed  of.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  they  should  appoint  a  new 
Judicial  Commissioner.  It  was  obvious 
that  a  Judicial  Commissioner  would  not 
be  required  as  soon  as  the  present 
appeals  in  arrear  had  beeo  dealt  with. 
It  was  for  that  reason  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor  power 
to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  a  Judge 
from  the  Superior  Courts.  That  Judge 
would  contribute  the  legal  element  to 
the  tribunal.  The  hon.  Member  seemed 
to  have  no  conception  of  the  questions 
which  would  arise  under  this  Act  if  it 
was  to  be  a  success. 


Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  there  must 
be  a  Judicial  Commissioner  to  hear 
appeals  in  fair  rent  cases.  Mr.  Jiutice 
Meredith  was  to  decide  cases  under  the 
new  Act,  and  therefore  if  the  Court  was 
to  sit,  there  must  be  a  new  Judicial  Com- 
missioDer.  He  thought  it  was  a  most 
aafortunate  thing  that  they  should 
import  a  Judge  to  decide  appeals  on  the 
value  of  land  which  he  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about.  Ho  had  an  idea  how 
the  cases  would  be  decided. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  what 
happened  was  this.  These  gentlemen 
eent  down  a  Court  valuer,  and  though  a 
party  to  a  case  might  argue  and  give 
«vidence  for  ever,  the  Court  would  stick 
to  the  value  put  on  the  land  by  the 
Court  valuer.  The  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  would  confirm  the  value  given  by 
the  Court  valuer,  who  would  probably  he 
a  gentleman  paid  SOs.  a  week. 

Mb.  DILLON  asked  where  the  two 
lay  Oommissioners  were  to  come  from, 
and  what  was  to  become  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald 1  Under  Subjection  (4)  it  was 
proposed  to  turn  that  gentleman  into  a 
Judicial  Commissioner.  What  was  he 
going  to  do  1  His  reading  of  a  subse- 
■quent  clause  in  the  Bill  was  that  appeals 
vere  to  be  heard  in  future  by  a  single 


Judicial  Commissioner.  If  that  was 
correct,  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
Attorney-General  saying  that  it  was 
necessary  tobnng  in  a  Judge  toconstitute 
a  Court  with  two  lay  Commissioners! 
He  wished  a  frank  statement  from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as  to 
what  was  the  necessity  for  the  Judge, 
and  what  was  the  procedure  in  respect  of 
appeals  which  it  was  proposed  to  set  up 
under  this  most  unfortunate  part  of  the 
Act. 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  Part  III.  of 
the  Bill  was  necessary,  unless  he  was  to 
be  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  some  god^ 
and  have  unlimited  time  and  money 
always  at  his  disposal  The  Exchequer 
of  this  kingdom  would  not  allow  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  have  as  many  Judicial 
Commissioners  as  he  might  consider  need- 
ful.  Something  in  the  nature  of  Fart  III. 
was  a  necessary  corollary  of  the  rest  of 
the  Bill.  He  thought  it  was  part  of  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill  as  a  whole  that  they 
should  not  create  more  and  more  Judicial 
Commissioners  to  deal  with  rent  fixing, 
unless  it  should  appear  that  this  Act  was 
a  failure.  If  it  should  appear,  as  he 
hoped,  that  a  great  many  people  would 
abandon  their  appeals  which  had  been 
going  on  for  two  years  on  questions  in- 
volving .^s.  on  a  £4  rent,  he  believed  the 
provisions  of  Part  III.  would  help  to 
wind  up  some  of  the  litigation,  and  help 
them  to  deal  with  matters  arising  out  of 
the  distribution  of  the  purchase  money* 
All  who  knew  Mr.  Justice  Meredith  would 
admit  that  they  would  be  very  foolish  if 
they  did  not  take  advantage  of  his 
assistance  in  the  distribution  of  the 
purchase  money.  Unless  they  got  com* 
petent  assistance  on  that  matter,  this 
Act  would  be  a  most  profound  dis« 
appointment  in  Ireland.  The  position 
would  be  improved  if  he  were  to  appoint 
another  Judicial  Commissioner,  but  he 
had  not  the  resources  at  his  command. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  that  his 
purpose  would  be  completely  served  by 
leaving  out  the  words,  "  before  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  two,"  in  the  second  sub- 
section, because  then  no  Judge  could  be 
appointed  without  his  own  consent,  and, 
of  course,  no  Judge  would  consent  to  take 
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this  work  on.  As  far  as  he  could  make 
out,  Mr.  Justice  Barton  and  Mr.  Justice 
Wright  might  be  nominated  by  their 
own  consent.  Were  these  men,  who  had 
.been  accustomed  to  large  fees,  to  go  down 
to  Killarney  and  Donegal  and  pay  their 
expenses  out  of  their  own  pockets  1 
And  therefore  the  Treasury  would  be 
just  as  badly  off  aa  before.  It  was  a 
most  natural  thing  that  no  man  wanted 
to  so  down  and  live  in  a  country  hotel 
in  Ireland  and  sleep  in  damp  sheets  if 
he  could  possibly  avoid  it.  And  did  any 
one  imagine  that  these  gentlemen  would 
go  down  there  at  their  own  expense, 
without  some  compensation,  to  save  the 
Treasury  1  But  suppose  these  two 
gentlemen  refused  to  go,  an  Address 
would  be  required  to  be  carried  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  their  removal 
from  the  Bench  on  account  of  their 
refusal  to  obey  the  directions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  That  was  absurd, 
lie  did  not  know  what  really  to  do 
about  it,  and  he  shared  the  objection  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo. 


*SlR  JOHN  COLOMBsaid  that  accord- 
ing to  all  the  information  he  could 
obtain  the  great  bulk  of  the  landlords 
of  Ireland  were  against  Part  III.  of  the 
Bill  But  when  the  Chief  Secretary  told 
tho  Committee  positively  that  he  could 
not  give  way  on  this  matter,  that  the 
Treasury  would  not  give  way,  and  that 
fhe  Government  would  not  give  way,  he 
was  compelled  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ments, although  he  was  bound  to  say  it 
was  with  great  regret. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  this  was  a 
most  unfortunate  end  to  the  discussion. 
He  did  not  want  to  have  an  even  worse 
man  brought  into  the  court  to  take  the 
place  of  Judge  Meredith.  The  proposal 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  would  revolutionise 
the  whole  system,  and  in  his  opinion 
would  render  the  condition  of  the  tenants 
desperate,  because  it  would  put  this 
gentleman  in  absolute  control  of  the 
whole  machine.  There  was  much  talk 
about  economy,  but  he  maintained  that 
to  ram  down  their  throats  the  proposal 
to  make  another  Judge  was  not  economy, 
but  waste.  The  Judge  would  say,  "  If 
you  are  going  to  give  me  something  more 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


to  do,  you  must  give  me  an  addition  to 
my  salary,  seeing  that  Mr.  Wrench  gets 
an  additional  £5Wi  a  year  for  crosang 
the  street."  He  warned  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  he  would  be 
called  upon  very  shortly  to  grant  an 
additional  £500  or  £1,000  a  yearilto 
this  Judge.  He  held  that  the  sub-section 
was  extravagant  and  unnecessary. 


Mb.  TULLY  said  that  this  wa«  a  most 
critical  and  most  crucial  point  in  the 
Bill,  and  he  respectfully  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  go  to  a  division. 


Mb.    T.    M.   HEALY  said  he  reaUy 
thought  that  a  Judge  should  be  appointed 
who  had  no  interest  in  land     A  Judge 
who  was  a  shareholder  in    a    railwky 
company  would  not  sit  in  a  case  affect- 
ing that  company.    Whatever  else  miglit 
be  said  against    Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald 
he  was  not  a  landlord,  although  he  had 
always  objected  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as  s 
member  of  the  Kildare  Street  Qub.    Hie 
Government  would  not  appoint  a  Meno- 
ber  of  the  Irish  Land  League,  or  of  » 
Land  League  club  to  do  work  of  this 
kind.    It  would  modify  his  views  if  the 
Government  were  to  insert  the  words 
"  not  possessing  any  interest  in  land." 
In  the  Act  of   1889,  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
most  careful   to  provide  that  the  two 
gentlemen  on  the  Commission  to  repre- 
sent the  tenants,  and  one  agent  to  repre- 
sent   the    landlords,     should     have     no 
interest  in  land.     When  it  came  to  this 
absolutely  new  proposal  it  was   rather 
strong  to  appoint  one  of  these  gentlem^ 
who    knew    nothing    about     knd,    and 
another  who  knew  too  much  about  land. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  bettw^ 
to  have  a  Judge  who  knew  nothing  about 
land  than  one  who  knerw  too  much  about 
land.     The  effect  of  Clause  78  would  be 
rather  to  diminish  the  number  of  land 
appeals,  and  it  was  difficult  to  see  what 
extra     work    these    gentlemen     would 
have  to  do. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Beport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 
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IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee  :— 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHBR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  76  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  3,  to  leave  cmt  Sub-section 
{\)."-{Mr.  Dillon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  wordi 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause.'' 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  for  some 
information  with  regard  to  these  sub- 
sections. He  noticed  that  by  them  it 
was  intended  to  have  three  Judicial  Com- 
missioners and  that  when  either  of  these 
Judicial  Commissionerss  at  to  hear  appeals 
from  the  Sub-commissioners  he  was  to  be 
assisted  by  a  properly  qualified  lay  asses- 
sor. The  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
in  the  be/i^nning  of  the  debate  had  said 
that  all  this  would  not  matter  because 
the  Judicial  Commissioner  on  the  question 
of  value  would  be  guided  by  the  report 
of  the  Court  valuer,  but  that  was  exactly 
what  would  not  happen.  It  would  also 
be  interesting  to  know  where  this  specially 
qualified  assessor  was  tocomefrom,  because 
he  knew  of  nobody  in  Ireland  who  had 
any  pretence  to  be  called  a  land  valuer 
who  had  not  taken  sides  either  with  one 
party  or  the  other.  An  impartial  assessor 
of  Irish  land  did  not  exist.  If,  however, 
he  was  assured  that  this  specially  qualified 
assessor  would  have  the  supreme  voice  in 
the  question  of  value  then  his  opinion  on 
this  matter  might  be  somewhat  modified. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  there  was 
no  Judge  who  would  come  within 
the  first  clause  at  present.  It  was 
anticipated  that  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  under  this  Bill  there  would  be  a  great 
deal  of  business  to  be  eventually  carried 
out.  If  this  Bill  was  to  be  a  success  it 
was  absolutely  necessaiy  that  they  should 
have  one  or  two  Judicitd  Commissioners  to 
deal  with  it.  Nothing  could  be  more 
unfortunate  for  landlords  and  tenants 
than  that  there  should  be  any  block  in 


the  Land  Courts,  either  with  regard  to 
land  purchase  or  with  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  funds,  and  it  was 
possible,  if  this  Bill  was  to  b«  a  success,, 
that  a  great  many  difficult  questions  might 
arise.  At  present  there  were  13,000- 
appeals  pending.  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  spare  a  regular  Commissioner 
to  sit  with  the  Judge  of  the  Land  Court 
and  in  case  of  an  appeal  on  the  ques- 
tion of  fair  rent,  it  was  felt  it  would 
be  a  great  deal  better  that  they  should^ 
have  a  land  valuer  to  sit  as  an  assessor. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  was. 
rather  difficult  to  please.  He  said  the 
assessor  or  Judge  must  be  a  man  aquainted 
with  Irish  land,  and  then  he  said  there- 
was  no  man  in  Ireland  acquainted  with< 
Irish  land  who  was  not  a  partisan.  How 
on  earth  then,  were  they  to  create  a 
tribunal  at  all  1  If  they  went  outside  to- 
choose,  it  would  be  said  the  man  was  not 
acquainted  with  Irish  land ;  on  the  other 
hand, aninside man wassaid  tobeapartisan. 
He  believed  in  case  of  an  appeal  a  Judge 
and  assessor  would  be  a  perfect  tribunal, 
resembling  what  happened  in  the  Court 
of  Admiralty.  The  most  di£Scult  ques- 
tions that  any  human  being  could  be^ 
called  upon  to  decide  were  the  questions  o£' 
patents ;  no  Judge  could  have  a  personal: 
knowledge  of  any  particular  patent  but 
a  Judge  had  to  deal  with  evidence,  and 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
evidence,  always  provided  that  for  the 
technicalities  he  could  rely  on  the 
assessor.  The  assessor  would  be  selected, 
from  among  the  most  competent  land' 
valuers. 


Mb.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  he 
had  no  objection  to  this  first  sub-section, 
but  it  was  quite  another  question  when 
they  came  to  deal  with  the  other  sub- 
sections. Itwas  most  desirable,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  block,  that  there  should  be  a 
Judicial  Commissioner  in  reserve  to  act 
when  required,  because  if  from  any  cause, 
in  the  case  of  one  Judicial  Commissioner, 
he  was  incapacitated  for  any  length  of 
time,  unless  they  had  someone  to  fafl  back 
upon,  the  business  might  come  to  a  stand- 
still. He  pointed  out  that  this  matter  in- 
volved no  extra  expense  to  the  country,  as 
it  only  applied  to  future  appointed  Judges. 
It  afforded,  if  there  was  to  be  any  Judicial 
Commissioner  at  all,  an  opportunity  of 
having  a  Judge,  and  it  was  most  desirable- 
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that  there  should  be  a  reserre.  He  did 
not,  in  supporting  this,  pledge  himself  to 
support  the  other  a  ub-sections.  The  only 
quMtion  hmt,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  was 
whether  they  should  depend  upon  one 
man  or  hare  a  reaerre  to  fall  back  upon. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  this  sub-section  had 
been  sought  to  be  justified  on  the  ground 
of  economy ;  but  instead  of  economy  it 
was  nothing  but  extravagance.  They  had 
had  a  decuration  from  the  landlords 
that  they  did  not  care  for  this  clause,  and 
in  fact  nobody  wanted  it  except  the 
OoTernment.  Why  would  they  need 
two  Commissioners  1  The  Land  Court 
^t  on  with  one  Commissioner. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  Thirteen  thousand 
Appeal*  accumulated. 

[  {ite.  DILLON  said  they  accumulated 
■owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  landlords 
and  the  Goyernment.  That  was  not  a 
sufficient  answer  for  introducing  two 
Commissioners  but,  even  if  it  were,  was 
this  the  way  to  promote  economy)  This 
third  part  of  the  Bill  was  simply  out- 
rageous. The  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  got  up  to  defend  it,  and  informed 
the  Committee  that  if  this  were  passed 
there  was  no  present  Judge  available  for 
the  position.  Then  who  was  to  be  the 
.Judge  1  Was  it  to  be  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor-Gkneral  for  Ireland,  because 
he  was  old  enough  to  remember  the 
Bright  Commission,  when  the  Solici- 
tor-General was  counsel  for  the  landlords 
and  made  the  most  ferociously  eloquent 
speeches  denouncing  the  tenants  and  the 
Land  Court  for  cutting  down  the  rents 
of  the  landlords  1  Was  that  the  gentle- 
man who  was  to  be  the  Judge  t  The 
fact  of  the  matter  was,  that  this  portion 
of  the  Bill  was  part  of  a  system  devised 
by  the  Government  to  stop  all  reductions 
of  rent  in  Ireland  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  purchase  at  a  high  price.  If  the 
Government  would  agree  to  omit  Sub- 
section 4  of  Clause  76,  and  to  drop  out 
Section  78,  he  would  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee further. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S  )  said  he  must  support  the  Amendment. 
The  Attorney-General  was  not  quite 
candid  when  he  said  no  Judge  now  on  the 
Irish  Bench  could  be  appointed.    The  hon. 

Mr.  Hefmfphili. 


and  learned  Gentleman  yn»  called  to  the 
Bar  in  1865,  and  had  had  a  long  experi- 
ence. Did  he  ever  know  a  Judge  who 
had  been  asked  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  take  an  appointment  to  refuse  it  t  He 
would  not  instance  cases,  but  he  knew  of 
cases  in  which  men,  now  dead  and  gone, 
not  only  accepted  such  appointments,  but 
based  claims  for  future  promotion  upon 
the  fact  that  they  had  done  so.  In  his 
opinion  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  was 
not  the  proper  person  to  appoint  a  Judge 
for  the  discharge  of  such  peculiarly  deli- 
cate work  as  this.  The  appointment 
should  be  made  by  a  person  not  in  the 
Cabinet.  The  present  Lord  Chancellor 
was  the  chief  antagonist  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
on  the  question  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
and  therefore  could  scarcely  have  any 
great  regard  for  this  BUL  He  objected 
to  this  clause,  because  it  brought  most  im- 
properly the  Irish  Judges  into  connection 
with  the  Executive  Government.  An  Irish 
Judge  appointed  under  this  Bill  woud 
be  bDund  to  be  more  or  less  influenced 
to  do  his  best  for  his  emfdoyers,  with 
a  view  to  honours  and  titles  {^terwards. 
Mr.  Gkrald  Fitzgerald  had  as  much 
experience  as  any  other  Judge  on 
the  Bench,  and  was  certainly  an  expert 
on  the  land  question.  He  was  an  old 
friend  of  his  own,  and  he  did  not  choose 
to  say  anything  against  him  ;  but  would 
it  be  denied  thai  his  environment  led 
him  towards  the  landlord  party  ?  Surely 
the  landlord  party  ought  to  be  content 
with  Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald  without 
further  assistance  from  the  Irish  judi- 
ciary. Of  course,  the  Irish  Judges  would 
be  only  too  delighted  to  take  on  this 
work,  even  without  salary,  becaase  it 
would  bring  thran  into  contact  with  the 
Government  and  give  them  something  to 
do.  The  whole  scheme  of  the  finance  of 
the  Bill  had  been  extremely  clever ;  but 
this    particular    clause    was    merely    a 

f>retext  for  providing  appointments  for 
egal  favourites  of  the  Government.  As 
soon  as  a  Judge  was  appointed  a  Judicial 
Commissioner,  so  surely  would  there  be 
an  additional  salary  paid  to  him. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  more 
than  doubtful  whether  he  could  contri- 
bute anything  to  the  debate  which  would 
assist  the  Committee  in  arriving  at  a 
decision  on  this  point;  but  perhaps  it 
might  be  his  good  fortune  to  assist  the 
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Committee  if  he  illustrated  this  particu- 
lar section  and  also  showed  the  relation 
of  this  part  of  the  Bill  to  the  Bill  as  a 
whole.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  said  that  the  Judges  of 
Ireland  would  all  jump  at  the  oppor- 
tunity of  helping  Mr.  Justice  Meredith 
in  discharging  duties  which  were  not  very 
attractive,  but  no  Judge  would  be  bound 
to  take  up  this  work  except  with  his  own 
consent.  All  the  section  provided  for 
was  that  among  the  many  friends  of  Mr. 
Justice  Meredith  on  the  Bench,  there 
might  be  some  who  would  be  prepared 
to  give  him  assistance  in  the  leisure 
moments  which  he  understood  some  Irish 
Judges  enjoyed.  That  was  the  whole  of 
the  section.  They  were  bringing  up  the 
personnel  of  the  Land  Ck)mmission  to  a 
total  of  seven  Commissioners.  The  Bill 
was  described  by  some  of  its  hostile  critics 
in  this  country,  as  far  as  it  had  any 
hostile  critics,  as  a  leap  in  the  dark.  He 
hoped  it  was  a  leap  into  the  light  out  of 
the  darkness  of  the  past.  They  were 
having  seven  salaried  officials,  and  it  was 
unreasonable  to  ask  the  public  to  hedge 
against  all  possibility  of  failure,  and  to 
appoint  a  number  of  persons  to  discharge 
rent  fixing  and  judicial  work  in  the  event 
of  land  purchase  failing.  He  believed 
that  land  purchase  would  succeed,  and  if 
it  did  succeed  it  would  not  be  in  the 
interests  of  a  tenant  who  paid  £i  rent  to 
carry  on  a  suit  for  two  years  on  a  question 
-of  5s.  a  year,  nor  would  it  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  or  his  agent  to 
appeal  indiscriminately.  A  great  deal  of 
litigation  would  happily  disappear.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  doing 
his  best  to  expedite  the  progress  of  the 
Bill.  The  hon.  Member  intervened  in 
Part  HI,  which  was  his  special  problem, 
but  he  had  not  intervened  again.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  if  it  was 
practical  politics  that  they  should  have  a 
judicial  staff  to  carry  on  litigation  on  the 
scale  on  which  it  had  unfortunately  ex- 
isted in  the  past.  As  to  the  question  of 
perscmnel,  Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald  would 
take  up  new  duties.  Some  might  think 
that  another  distinguished  gentleman 
might  discharge  them  with  greater  satis- 
faction. That  might  be  so,  but  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  legal  qualifications,  and  he 
could  not  go  to  his  colleagues  and  the 
Exchequer  and  say  that  because  certain 
people  were  not  quite  satisfied  with  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  another  Judicial  Commissioner 
should  be  appointed.     It  came  to  that, 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Seribs.] 


because  by  hypothesis  Mr.  Justice  Mere- 
dith, and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  for  that  matter, 
would  have  to  give  assistance  in  carrying 
out  the  Act  unless  there  was  to  be  great 
disappointment.  In  the  distribution  of 
the  purchase  money  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Justice  Meredith  would  be  invalu- 
able. He  did  not  think  he  was  stating 
anything  that  was  not  known  when  he 
said  that  Mr.  Justice  Meredith  was  heart 
and  soul  in  favour  of  land  purchase,  and 
in  making  this  Bill  a  workable  measure ; 
nor  did  he  think  that  a  Judge  of  the  high 
character  of  Mr.  Justice  Meredith  should 
be  asked  to  spend  one  week  out  of  every 
two  in  deciding  questions  involving  28. 
or  5s.  a  year.  Further,  it  would  be  cruel 
to  both  landlords  and  tenants  that  they 
should  be  asked  to  go  on  with  this  litiga- 
tion. The  Bill  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  escape,  and  in  his  opinion  there  would 
be  very  few  who  would  not  take  it.  If 
Mr.  Justice  Meredith  was  to  give  assistance 
in  the  distribution  of  the  purchase  money 
there  must  be  some  provision  for  dealing 
with  accumulated  appeals.  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald was  there,  and  was,  in  his 
opinion,  quite  competent  to  perforin 
that  duty ;  and  it  would  not  be  reason- 
able for  him  to  ask  the  Treasury  for 
another  man.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  a 
salary  of  £3,000  a  year ;  and  it  was  pro- 
posed, because  of  the  new  work  which 
was  to  be  thrown  upon  him,  to  give  him 
a  pensictn  calculated  on  £2,500  a  year. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  should  remember  that 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  in  1892,  commuted  his 
pension.  He  got  the  choice  of  a  salary  of 
£3,000  a  year  without  a  pension  "r 
£2,500  a  year  with  a  pension,  and  he 
took  the  £3,000. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  all  those 
points  had  been  raised  again  and  again, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  must  forgive 
him  for  not  opening  them  up  now.  As 
a  rule,  those  matters  were  decided  upon 
a  hard  and  fast  scale,  and  personal  con- 
siderations were  not  allowed  to  influence 
in  the  slightest  degree  the  salaries  or 
pensions  that  were  given.  As  r^;arded 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien,  there  was  no 
precedent  in  any  Act  for  giving  him  a 
pension.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  pity, 
however,  if  any  cause  had  been  given  to 
think  that  a  sUght  was  intended  on  Mr. 
Murrough     O'Brien;    and,     therefore. 
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although  there  was  no  precedent  in  the 
wh(Je  Statute-book  for  giving  him  a 
peoiion,  and  although  the  Treasury 
were  perfectly  entitled  to  say  to  himself 
that  the  matter  did  not  enter  into  the 
Bill  in  any  shape  or  form,  his  right  hon. 
friend  haid  acceded  to  his  request,  and 
Mr.   Murrough  O'Brien   would    have  a 

(>eniion.  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  had  a 
onger  record  of  continuous  service  than 
Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald,  and  he  would 
reoetve  a  substantial  pension.  With 
reference  to  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Finu- 
cane  their  salary  waa  X2,000  a  year, 
and  he  thought  that  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  would  agree  with  him  that 
when  they  were  making  new  appoint- 
ments, even  if  there  might  be  some 
semblance  of  injustice  as  compared  with 
old  appointments,  they  should  arrange 
the  salaries  on  a  scale  having  relation  to 
the  wealth  of  Ireland.  The  pension  of 
the  new  Commissioners  would  be  on 
the  scale  which  obtained  at  the 
Treasury.  Mr.  BaUey  had  been  a  public 
ofBoer  of  the  State  for  years ;  and  Mr. 
Finucane  had  entered  the  Civil  Service 
years  and  years  ago,  and  his  past  services 
as  a  public  servant  would  accrue  for  a 
pension.  He  was  a  man  who  he  was 
sure  would  do  excellent  work  in  his 
native  land  in  connection  with  the  Bill ; 
and  when  his  time  for  pension  came  it 
would  be  a  substantial  one.  Blr.\^rench 
had  a  sakry  of  j£3,000  a  year  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  He,  like  Mr. 
Justice  Meredith,  was  heart  and  soul  in 
favour  of  the  policy  of  land  purchase ; 
and  he  had  great  experience  in  these 
matters.  If  the  Bill  were  to  succeed  it 
would  be  folly  on  his  part  not  to  secure 
the  services  61  such  a  man ;  but  he  could 
not  ask  Mr.  Wrench  to  serve  {without 
giving  him  additional  emolument.  He 
thought  Mr.  Wrench  had  met  him 
handsomely  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Wrench 
was  to  have  no  pension.  He  assured 
the  Committee  that  he  had  done  his 
level  best  to  solve  the  problem  of  getting 
for  this  great  national  object  the  men 
who,  in  his  opinion,  could  best  carry 
out  this  Bill,  and  who  would  be  ready 
to  work  with  each  other  ;  and  he 
thought  that  was  more  important  than 
any  question  of  the  exact  proportion 
of  their  salaries  and  pensions.  But  the 
Government  held  that  there  must  be 
some  simplification  in  the  rent-fixing 
Mr.  Wyndham. 


procedure  in  the  future ;  and  that  that 
simplification  was  not  only  good  in  itself, 
but  was  almost  a  necessary  concession  to 
the  financial  position,  when  they  were 
putting  such  great  financial  resouross 
upon  the  purchase  side  of  the  timos- 
action.  Was  it.reasonable  that{fifty,  sixty, 
or  seventy  temporary  Sub-commissioners 
should  be  employed,  that  two  laymen 
and  a  man  with  judicial  experience 
should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent 
down  to  look  at  a  {dot  of  land  of  very 
little  value;  that  a  valuer  should  be 
sent  down ;  that  there  should  be  an 
appeal  before  three  highly  -  salaried 
officers  of  State;  and  that  a  period  of 
two  years  should  be  taken  to  decide 
whether  a  particular  rent  should  be 
£A  10s.  or  £A  ISs.  ?  It  would  be  a 
scandal  if,  after  this  Bill  became  an  Act. 
such  wholesale  litigation  took  {dace  as 
had  taken  place  in  the  past.  Therefore, 
when  he  had  been  asking  his  colleagues 
and  the  guardian  of  the  national  purse 
to  give  greater  facilities,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  show  that  there  would  be 
savings,  and  that  the  great  army  of 
officials  would  not  be  kept  on.  If  he 
were  asked  for  an  act  of  faith  to  show 
that  he  was  not  leading  everyone  into  « 
fool's  paradise,  he  would  say  that  one  legal 
Sub-commissioner  and  one  lay  Sub-com- 
missioner would  be  a  sufficient  tribunal 
if  the  Bill  passed,  and  that  one  Judicial 
Commissioner  and  a  qualified  asaeasor 
would  be  a  sufficient  appellant  tribunal. 
If  they  had  faith  in  this  Bill  as  a  purchase 
Bill,  then  they  could  economlBe  on  the 
rent-fixing  side.  He  had  felt  himself 
compelled  to  give  some  evidence  to  his 
colleagues  that  such  economies  were 
possible,  and  those  economies  were 
embodied  in  the  third  part  of  the  BilL 

Mr.  DILLON  complained  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  embarked  on 
a  Second  Reading  speech,  and  protested 
against  the  assumption  underlying  it 
that  the  Nationalist  Members  were  object- 
ing to  the  proposed  economies  in  the 
third  part  of  the  Bill.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  impassioned  language, 
talked  about  the  necessity  for  limiting 
the  enormous  number  of  appeals,  he  was 
confounded  by  his  audacity,  because  in 
the  year  1894,  in  the  Morley  Committee's 
Report,  the  Nationalist  Party  proposed  a 
paragraph  recommending  the  abolition 
of  appeals  in  all  cases  below  £20.     Yet 
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now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whose 
Party  were  bitterly  opposed  to  that 
recommendation  and  voted  aeainst  it, 
leavine  the  room  at  the  end  of  the 
proceedings  headed  by  the  present 
Minister  for  War,  and  who  thereby 
made  themselves  responsible  for  at  least 
three-fourths  of  these  appeals,  was  now 
appealing  to  the  Nationalist  Party  not  to 
encourage  the  multiplication  of  appeals ! 
It  was  rather  too  much  of  a  good  thing 
to  speak  as  if  it  were  the  Nationalist  Party 
which  had  been  in  the  habit  of  insisting 
on  the  right  to  carry  innumerable  appeals 
to  the  C&urts  above.  They  had  always 
Iwen  more  than  willing  to  provide  for 
the  abolition  of  appeals  except  in  cases 
above  JC20,  and  personally  he  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  the  risk  offered  by 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  to  stop  appeals 
altogether.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  spoken  as  if  the  object  of  Part  III 
of  the  Bill  was  to  stop  appeals  on 
questions  of  valuation.  He  did  not 
think  that  that  accurately  described  it. 
The  point  was  a  very  technical  one,  and 
he  might  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  object  of 
the  sub-section  was  to  put  obstructions 
in  the  way  of  appeals  by  giving  the 
Commissioners  power  to  refuse  toentertain 
certain  evidence.  The  whole  tendency 
of  the  section  was  to  penalise  those  who 
brought  frivolous  appeals. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  did  not,  of 
course,  object  to  that.  But  the  proof 
that  the  section  did  not  stop  appeals 
altogether  on  the  question  of  valuation 
was  to  be  found  in  the  provision  that 
the  appeals  were  to  be  neard  by  one 
Judicial  Commissioner  with  the  assistance 
of  a  specially  qualified  assessor.  What 
could  the  assessor  do  except  advise  on 
questions  of  valuation  t  Thus  the  whole 
system  of  appeals  would  still  stand,  and 
it  was  preposterous  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  get  up  and  lecture  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  sure  I 
attempted  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a 
lecture. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  wished  to  re- 
pudiate the  idea  that  the  Nationalist  Party 
ever  favoured  the  right  of  appeal  Still, 
so  far  as  the  sub-section  would  obstruct 
frivolous    appeals,  he    was    heartUy  in 


favour  of  it,  especially  as  some  of  its 
provisions  were  advocated  by  them 
years  ago. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that,  whilst 
opposing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  clause,  he  did  so  without  any  sense 
of  satisfaction,  as  he  felt  that  ne  was 
arguing  with  a  man  who  more  or  less 
agreed  with  Members  on  that  side,  but 
who  had  been  to  some  extent  defeated  in 
his  struggles  with  the  Treasury.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  engaged  in  the 
task  of  looping  the  loop ;  he  had  had 
tremendous  difficulties  to  face  in  arguing 
with  the  Treasury,  and  he  naturally 
came  to  that  House  in  an  exhausted 
frame  of  mind  after  those  arguments. 
They  fully  appreciated  the  straggles  he 
had  made,  however,  and  in  any  argu- 
ments they  brought  forward  they  had  no 
desire  to  in  any  degree  disparage  his 
efforts.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
referred  to  the  proposal  made  in  the 
Report  of  the  Morley  Committee.  What 
were  the  figures  to  preserve  which  he  was 
now  making  a  tremendous  struggle  on 
the  landlord  side  t 


Mr.     WYNDHAM: 
always  opposed  it. 


The    landlords 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Well,  I  can  stand 
a  lot,  but  I  cannot  admit  that.  The 
Report  stated  that  the*  system  of  re- 
hearing questions  on  appeal  was  one  of 
the  causes  which  deterred  tenants  from 
making  applications  to  have  fair  rents 
fixed.  The  effect  of  21,847  rehearings 
and  appeals  had  been  to  add  about 
£2,383  to  £466,871  of  rental.  That  was 
what  the  landlords  were  fighting  about. 
The  addition  represented  about  one-half 
of  the  Judge's  salary,  and  putting  the 
cost  of  each  appeal,  say  £5,  to  the  tenant 
and  £6  to  the  landlord,  the  parties  must 
have  spent  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling 
in  order  to  get  the  rents  increased  by 
£2,383.  The  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  was  that  where  the  value  of 
the  holding  did  not  exceed  £20,  there 
should  be  no  rehearing  on  the  question 
of  value.  In  a  matter,  therefore,  in 
which  the  loss  to  the  landlords  would  be 
so  trifling  and  the  gain  to  the  tenants  so 
material,  surely  the  way  to  cut  the 
Gordian  knot  was  not  to  bring  in  any 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  at  all  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  appeals.  They  would 
thus    please    the    Treasury,    which    he 
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believed  was  the  determining  factor  in 
these  matters,  by  saving  the  addition  of 
X500  a  year  to  the  Judge's  salary  and  by 
saving  the  proposed  addition  of  £500 
annually    to    Mr.    Gerald   Fitzgerald's 
salary.    Further  than  that,  they  would 
save  litigants  a  quarter  ol  a  million  of 
money    by    abolishing    the    system    of 
trivial  appeals.    Let  them  take  an  example 
from  the  English  County  Court  system 
where  the  litigant  was  entirely  at  the 
mercy    of    one   individual.    Let    them  | 
apply  a  like  principle  to  Ireland.    The  ' 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  he  was  i 
endeavouring     to    adjust     matters    by  i 
giving  Mr.  Wrench  an  additional  JC600  a  I 
year.     Now,  by  reason  of  the  position  he  ! 
had  taken  up,  he  was  bound  not  to  attack  | 
Mr.  Wrench  ;  he  did  not  think  it  would  ' 
be  well  to  antagonise  the  man  in  view  of 
the  duties  he  was  about  to  undertake,  i 
He  would  be  in  ofSce  whether  they  liked 
it  or  not.     But  what  he  did  object  to  { 
was  the  disparity  of  treatment  between  . 
the  Land  Commissioners  which  occurred 
in  the  Reports  of  the  Land  Commission.  < 
Why  should  Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald  always  ; 
sign  first,  Mr.   Lynch   second,  and   Mr. 
Wrench  third  1     Why  should  Mr.  Lynch  | 
be  in  a  position  of  inferiority  to  Mr.  | 
Gerald    Fitzgerald  ?    Why   should    the  i 
last-named  be  given  £3,000  a  year  with  a 
pension  when  he  promised  to  take  £3,000 
without    a    pension  1    The    right    hon. 
Gentleman    need    not    resent    criticism 
from  that  side  of  the  House.    They  were 
criticising  the   Treasury  and    not   him. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
land  purchase   in  the  future   would  be 
the  rod  that  would  swallow  up  all  other 
rods.    Well,  the  true  test  of  it  would  be 
the  abolition  of  the  system  of  appeals. 
What  difficulty  need  the  landlords  have 
in  regard  to  that  1    If  they  were  going  to 
4ell  their  estates  they  would  have   no 
interest  whatever  in  the  appeals.    Let 
them  show,  then,  a  little  more  consideration 
for  tenants. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  CLANCY, 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  object  was 
to  abolish  rehearing,  and  therefore  it  was 
provided  that  no  evidence  not  given 
below  should  be  given  on  appeal  except 
by  special  leave,  and  that  no  question 
should  be  raised  above  which  was  not 
raised  below.  That  would  ensure  their 
being  appeals  proper  as  distinct  from 
rehearings. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healyt 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  13,  to  leave  oat  8ab-aection 
•A."— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL,  in  moving  the 
omission  of  Sub-section  (4),  said  he  could 
not  allow  this  proposal  to  pass  without  a 
most  resolute  protest.  Of  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Fitzgerald  he  knew  nothing  per- 
sonally ;  the  only  time  he  had  seen  him 
was  when  he  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  Morley  Committee ;  but  it 
was  necessary,  in  connection  with  such 
an  Amendment,  to  sketch  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald's history  in  connection  with  the 
land  question.  In  1881  or  1882  this 
gentleman  was  appointed  a  legal  Assistant 
commissioner  under  the  Act  of  1881, 
but  he  did  not  serve  long  in  that 
capacity.  In  ♦^he  counties  of  Tyrone  and 
Armagh,  the  district  to  which  he  was 
sent,  the  indignation  against  his  pro- 
ceedings was  BO  great  that  he  was  almost 
at  once  removed  from  the  district.  He 
was  then  made  a  County  Court  Judge^ 
in  which  office  he  served  for  several 
years.  An  event  then  occurred  which 
he  believed  had  materially  affected  the 
administration  of  the  Land  Acts.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  when  appointing  the  Land 
Commission,  took  great  pains  to  see  that 
it  was  fairly  constituted,  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  being  appointed  as  Judicial 
Commissioner  j  Mr.  Vernon,  a  land  agent, 
as  the  representative  of  the  landlords: 
and  Mr.  Litton,  a  representative  of  the 
tenant  farmers,  as  the  representative  of 
the  tenants.  Several  years  elapsed. 
Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan's  health  gave  way, 
and  there  were  rumours  that  he  was 
about  to  retire.  One  morning,  without  a 
word  of  warning,  the  announcement 
appeared  in  the  papers  that  Mr.  Justice 
OHagan  had  retired,  that  Mr.  Litton 
had  been  appointed  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner, and  that  Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald 
had  taken  Mr.  Litton's  place  as  the 
representative  of  the  tenants.  After- 
wards, when  Mr.  Vernon  died,  Mr. 
Wrench  took  Mr.  Vernon's  place  as  the 
representative  of  the  landlords.  Thus 
the  tenants  were  deprived  of  any  rejae- 
sentative  on  the  Commission  whatever, 
for  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  regarded  as  a 
man  simply  steeped  in  landlord  prejudice. 
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It  was  one  of  the  jobe  which  had  been 
the  disgrace  of  Dublin  Castle  from  time 
immemorial.  Such  was  Mr.  Fitzgerald's 
career  in  the  Land  Commission  ;  ne  had 
never  had  any  pqsition  at  the  Bar,  and  if 
he  had  not  been  Lord  Fitzgerald's  son 
he  would  never  have  had  a  position  any- 
where. He  was  now  to  be  made  a 
Judicial  Commissioner,  an  ofiSce  for  which 
he  had  no  legal  qualifications,  and  in 
which  he  would  not  be  regarded  with  the 
least  confidence  by  the  tenants.  In  fact, 
the  tenants  blamed  Mr.  Fitzgerald  for 
nearly  all  the  injustices  they  considered 
they  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the 
Land  Commission,  and  yet  this  was  the 
man  who  was  to  be  placed  in  a  position 
to  review  the  decisions  of  other  men. 
What  could  be  said  in  defence  of  such  a 
position  t  There  was  also  another  point. 
Under  the  Act  of  1892  the  members  of 
the  Land  Commission  had  the  option  of 
a  salary  of  £3,000  without  a  pension,  or 
a  salary  of  £2,500  with  a  pension,  and 
.Mr.  Fitzgerald  elected  to  take  the  former. 
What  was  that  but  commuting  his  right 
to  a  pension  t  But  it  was  now  proposed 
not  only  to  improve  Mr.  Fitzgerald's 
position,  but  to  give  him  a  pension  as 
well.  To  put  in  such  a  position  as  was 
here  proposed,  a  man  who  was  hated  by 
the  people  whose  cases  he  would  have 
to  hear,  and  who  believed  him  to  be  the 
bitterest  partisan  on  the  landlords'  side, 
was  nothing  short  of  a  public  scandal, 
and  to  give  him  a  pension  in  addition 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  dreamt  of.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  35,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
4."— (ibr.  T.  W.  Rustdl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  that  in  moving  this 
Amendment  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  represented  the  opinion  of  every 
representative  of  the  tenants  in  Ireland. 
He  was  surprised  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary should  have  selected  this  man  to 
carry  out  the  Act,  because  it  had  always 
been  recognised  as  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple that  when  a  great  and  revolutionary 
Act  was  passed,  its  administration  should 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons  who 


were  in  S3rmpathy  with  its  spirit  and 
objects.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  an  admirable  exposition  of  the 
views  which  inspired  him  in  the  selection 
of  these  officials  and  in  justification  of 
their  salaries  and  pensions,  but  he  had 
not  dealt  with  the  real  imderlying  objec- 
tion— viz.,  that  he  had  gone  out  of  hi.s 
way  to  exclude  from  the  administration 
of  the  Act  the  one  man  in  whom  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  had  special  con- 
fidence, and  that  he  had  equally  gone  out 
of  his  way  to  force  into  the  administra- 
tion the  man  in  whom  they  had  no 
confidence  whatever.  If  this  Bill  was  to 
have  the  beneficial  results  which  all 
hoped  for  from  its  operation,  surely  the 
best  way  to  begin  its  administration 
was  not  to  place  in  every  circum- 
stance of  advantage  a  man  regarded 
as  an  enemy  of  its  spirit  and  prin- 
ciple, and  to  drive  from  its  ad- 
ministration the  one  man  who  had 
shown  a  keen  and  ardent  sympathy,  not 
with  the  rights  of  the  tenant  as  against 
the  landlord,  but  with  the  principle  that 
the  property  of  the  tenant  should  be 
regarded  as  being  as  sacred  as  the 
property  of  the  landlord.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  often  declared  that 
thb  measure  would  depend  for  its 
effectiveness  upon  the  spirit  with  which 
it  was  received  by  the  Irish  people.  That 
being  so,  it  was  to  be  deeply  deplored 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  had  taken  a 
step  so  prejudicial  to  the  efficient- 
working  of  the  Bill,  but  which  all  would 
join  in  hoping  would  not  prove  to  be 
as  disastrous  as  many  of  them  feared. 

As  no  other  Member  rose  to  speak, 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  was  about  to  put 
the  Question,  when — 

Mr.  T.  M  HEALY  asked  :  Has  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  one  word  to 
say  in  defence  1 

The  SOLICITOR  -  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dub- 
lin University)  said  that  ever  since 
the  Act  of  1881  was  passed  he  had  bed 
considerable  experience  of  its  working, 
and  perhaps  he  might  be  permitted  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone.    Under  this  Bill  the;  proposed 
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to  institute  a  new  department  called  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  three  gen- 
tlemen had  been  nominated.  One  of 
these  was  Mr.  Wrench,  and  the  other 
two  were  new  appointments.  If  this 
Bill  were  attended  with  the  sucoess  that 
bis  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary, 
in  conjunction  with  all  Irish  representa- 
tives, hoped  for,  the  outstanding  appeals 
on  the  subject  matter  of  fair  rent  were 
likely  to  be  largely  diminished. 
Jt  was  expected  that  a  great  many 
litigants  who  elected  to  take  advantage 
of  the  benefits  conferred  by  this  Purchase 
Act  would  not  pursue  their  appeals, 
which  would  be  withdrawn.  If  that 
result  came  off  of  course  there  would  be 
no  necessity  to  maintain  the  machinery 
of  the  existing  Courts  of  Appeal  in  con- 
nection with  the  Land  Commission  in 
fair  rent  cases.  At  the  present  time  the 
practice  was  that  three  Commissioners 
should  ait  together  for  hearing  these 
appeals  and  other  fair  rent  matters,  two 
of  them  being  lay  Commissioners  and 
the  third  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 
Under  this  ffill  Mr.  Wrench  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Estates  Commission. 
Mr.  Lynch  had  earned  by  long  service 
a  right  to  retire,  and  he  believed  that  he 
intended  to  retire.  In  that  case  Mr. 
Murrough  O'Brien  would  be  the  only 
one  left  as  a  lay  Commissioner  except  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  now 
got  for  the  first  time  a  pension.  Assuming 
that  he  exercised  his  right  to  retire  it 
was  provided  for  in  this  Bill  that  the 
vacancy  would  not  be  filled  up.  Mr. 
Wrench  had  been  transferred,  and  of  the 
old  body  of  Land  Commissioners  they 
had  only  got  Mr.  Justice  Meredith  and 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  left.  There  were  at 
present  13,000  appeals,  and  it  was  not 
to  be  assumed  that  all  of  them  would 
disappear;  but  assuming  that  a  large 
number  of  them  would  be  discontinued 
some  provision  had  to  be  made  for  the 
trial  of  the  balance.  Consequently,  they 
had  to  provide  for  every  contingency 
under  this  Act,  and  the  Treasury  were 
anxious  to  ^ect  an  equivalent  saving  in 
the  department  which  they  were  trying 
to  supersede,  namely,  the  rent-fixing 
department.  Machinery  wss  provided 
by  which  these  appeals  would  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Judicial  Commissioner, 
and  in  the  event  of  that  machinery  not 
being  sufficient,  power  was  given  in  this 
Mr.  James  Campbell. 


Bill  to  call  upon  any  Judge  appointed 
since  1902  to  act  as  a  Judicial  Com- 
missioner in  order  to  deal  with  any 
block  in  the  business  Qf  the  Court.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  bad 
made  a  rather  bitter  attack  on  Mr. 
Commissioner  Fitzgerald.  As  an 
advocate  for  both  tenants  and  landlords 
he  had  had  many  opportunities  of 
observing  Mr.  Fitzgerald  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
whether  as  a  Su&commissioner  or  a 
County  Court  Judge,  or  finally  as  a 
Land  Commissioner,  had  invariably 
acted  ably,  conscientiously,  and  fea^ 
leesly.  It  was  very  difficult  for  a  man 
in  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  position  in  Ireland 
to  escape  the  charge  of  being  a  partisan. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  been  denounced  that 
night  as  a  landlords'  man.  He  had 
over  and  over  again  heard  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  charged  with  being  a  partisan 
of  the  tenants.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  to 
be  retained  as  a  Judicial  Commissioner 
to  de<»de  appeals  in  faii^rent  cases, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  lay  colleague, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  these  appeab 
would  be  very  few  in  number.  As  for 
Mr.  Justice  Meredith,  he  never  was  a 
pditician  and  he  did  not  believe  that  he 
ever  attended  a  political  meeting. 


Mr.  HEALY:  Yes.  he  did. 


Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  said  that  Mr. 
Justice  Meredith  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  his  profession,  and  he  could 
safely  say  that  he  never  was  an  aggres 
sive  or  active  politician.  There  never 
had  been  a  Judge  who  had  brought  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  more  energy  or 
industry  or  a  higher  idea  of  what  was 
due  from  him  than  Mr.  Justice  Meredith. 
The  question  was,  what  was  to  be  done 
with  Mr.  Commissioner  Fitzgerald! 
Was  he  to  retire  or  were  his  services  to 
be  availed  of  under  tjiis  Act  t  His 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
haid  gone  through  as  severe  an  ordeal 
as  any  Minister  ever  had  gone  through 
in  regard  to  the  financial  proposals  of 
this  Bill.  Was  he  to  suggest  to  the 
Treasury  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Fitz- 
gerald's services  should  not  be  utilised  t 
No  one  could  suggest  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
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was  not  competent  to  discharge  his 
duties.  physicaUj,  at  least.  For  the  last 
twenty-five  years  he  had  had  daily 
«zperienoe  in  the  administration  of  the 
Land  Acts,  and  no  man  placed  in  that 
position  could  fail  to  acquire  the  character 
of  a  partisan.  He  had  heard  it  re- 
peatedly alleged  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
was  a  landlords'  man,  but  undoubtedly 
he  was  a  gentleman  who  had  ducharged 
duties  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
in  a  way  which  commended  itself  to  the 
profession  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  been  retained,  and  he 
would  be  entitled  to  administer  the  law 
in  the  matter  of  any  of  these  appeals 
which  were  still  reserved  He  doubted 
if  En^ish  hon.  Members  knew  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  matters  which  might 
be  dealt  with  in  one  sitting  of  these 
Courts.  So  long  as  they  had  this 
system  of  fair  rents  they  must  have  these 
appeals,  and  therefore  they  must  have 
competent  judicial  persons  to  preside 
over  the  hearing  of  them.  In  electing 
Mr.  Commissioner  Fitzgerald  for  this 
function  r^ard  had  been  had  to  the  fact 
that  for  twenty-five  years  he  had  had 
every  opportunity  of  making  himself 
xteqiuiinted  with  this  particular  work,  in 
which  he  had  given  every  satisfaction 
both  to  landlords  and  tenants. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  not  touched  the 
real  point  at  issue,  and  had  argued  the 
matter  purely  on  financial  grounds.  He 
wondered  whether  the  Solicitor-Qeneral 
had  the  authority  of  Mr.  Commissioner 
Lynch  or  Mr.  Commissioner  O'Brien 
for  stating  that  they  were  about  to 
reUre.  Mr.  Lynch  had  been  dismissed 
by  the    Solicitor  -  Ceneral  without  the 


dropping  of  a  tear.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  find  out  the  reason  why  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  delivered  this 
masteriy  speech  in  regard  to  these  three 
great  personalities.  If  they  were  dealing 
with  a  House  of  Commons  which  did 
not  contain  any  Irishmen  he  could  have 
understood  that  speech,  but  there  was 
hardly  an  Englishman  in  the  House, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  be  fooled. 
The  speech  of  the  Solicitor-General  was 
rather  a  bad  compliment  to  his  own 
countrymen.  Was  there  any  reason  un- 
der Heaven  why  different  treatment 
should  be  meted  out  to  one  of  these 
gentlemen  above  or  below  another  1 
Unless  some  non-performance  of  duty 
or  absence  of  intellect  could  be  shown  as 
a  reason  why  A  should  be  treated 
differently  to  B,  the  conclusion  must  be 
arrived  at  that  gross  injustice  was  being 
done.  Who  was  responsible  for  this 
injustice  t  He  knew  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  he  did  not  believe  the  Attorney 
General  was  capable  of  treating  any  man 
with  injustice,  and  the  Solicitor-General 
was  not  a  law  officer  with  a  seat  in  the 
House  when  the  Bill  was  drafted.  They 
were  fighting  shadows,  because  there  was 
not  one  man  in  that  trinity  who  was 
responsible.  Where,  then,  were  they  to 
look  for  the  responsible  parent  of  this 
extraordinary  arrangement  t  He  really 
thought  it  must  have  arisen  from  some 
official  spontaneous  generation.  It  was 
the  outgrowth  of  the  Castle  system.  The 
Irish  Secretary  had  gained  the  sympathy 
of  the  Committee  by  his  heroic  perform* 
ance  in  reference  to  the  other  clauses, 
and  no  one  wished  to  say  a  harsh  thing 
about  him.  No  one  wished  to  go  to  a  di- 
vision upon  this  Amendment  for  fear  that 
they  would  beat  the  Government  upon 
this  clause,  and  so    the   gentleman  who 
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would  be  placed  in   this  position  could 

boast  that  he  received  his  appointment  as 

J  iidicial  Commissioner  bf  the  unanimous 

consent    of    the    House    of    Commons. 

It      was     to     be     hoped     he      would 

not     deserve      further      censure.       He 

trusted     the     Government    would     see  i      Question  proposed,   "  That  the   word 

that  the  one  solution  of  this  difficulty  !' one '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

M  as  to  provide  that  his  colleagues,  Mr.  I 


moralise  the  Judicial  Bench  in  Ireland, 

He  moved : 

Amendment  proposed — 

<'  In  page  35,  line  20,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
'one,'  and  insert  the  words  '  and  Mr.  ICarroagh 
O'Brien,  two.'"— (if r.  DiUon.) 


Lynch  and  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien, 
having  deserved  well  of  the  country, 
should  be  on  the  same  footing  of  equality 
with  regard  to  finance  as  their  more 
lucky  colleagues. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DILLON  moved  to  add  the  name 
of  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  as  an  additional 
Judicial  Commissioner.  The  Solicitor- 
General  in  the  speech  which  he  de- 
livered a  few  minutes  ago  explained 
what  was  to  be  the  future  con- 
stitution of  the  Appeal  Court.  The 
hon:  and  learned  Gentleman  stated  that 
Mr.  Commissioner  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Lynch  were  to  disappear  from 
the  scene,  and  on  that  he  based  the 
necessity  for  appointing  a  qualified 
assessor.  \Vhat  was  the  necessity  for 
appointing  a  qualified  assessor  1  He 
assumed  that  Gentleman  would  receive 
a  salary  of  £1,000  a  year,  or  some  con- 
siderable amount.  This  clause  had  one 
great  vice  which  he  thought  no  executive 
Grovemment  should  ever  indulge  in. 
Commissioners  had  been  excessively  re- 1 
•warded  because  they  were  supposed  to  I 
have  favoured  one  side  in  the  various 
litigations  whicn  had  come  before  them, 
while  they  expelled  a  man  who  had  the 
confidence  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
That  was  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk>vemment    which    must    tend  to  de« 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


Mr,  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  alread/ 
endeavoured  to  state  the  general  groand» 
that  led  the  Gk>vemment  to  adopt  Part 
III.  of  the  Bill  He  thought  in  dis- 
cussing this  matter  they  might  eliminate 
all  personal  questions.  The  point  at 
issue  really  was  whether  the  Grovenunent 
were  right  or  wrong  in  selecting  Mr. 
Gerald  Fitzgerald  for  this  post.  He  was 
responsible  for  that  selection,  and  could 
assure  the  Committee  that  he  should  not 
have  made  it  had  he  not  felt  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  was  perfectly  competcait  ta 
discharge  the  duties  which  would  devolve 
upon  him.  When  attacks  were  made  on 
servants  of  the  Crown  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  Minister  as  a  matter  of 
duty  to  defend  them.  He  asked  the 
Committee  to  take  it  from  him  that 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  competent  for  the 
duties.  In  not  appointing  Mr.  O'Brien 
or  Mr.  Lynch  there  was  no  slight  what- 
ever cast  upon  these  gentlemen.  He 
gathered  that  some  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  were  not  satisfied  that  the 
Government  in  this  manner  had  acted 
discreetly.  He  was  there  to  defend  the 
discretion  which  they  exercised. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  35,  line  20,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  'and  shall  be  entitled  to  a  saperannaa- 
tion  allowance  calculated  on  a  salary  of  two 
thonsand  five  hundred  pounds  and  otJierVisein 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Super- 
annuation Acta,  1834  to  1887.'"— (^r. 
Wyndham.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
l>e  there  inserted." 

Mb.  DILLON  said  it  was  impossible 
to  allow  this  transaction  to  go  through 
without  a  word  of  protest.  This  was 
reallj  a  most  scandalous  job.  It  was 
not  correct  to  say  that  Mr.  Commissioner 
Fitsgerald  under  this  Act  was  having  any 
additional  work  placed  on  his  shoulders. 
Why  was  he  to  get  a  provision  1  Under 
an  arrangement  come  to  in  1892  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  received  £500  a  year  extra 
f>er  annum  on  the  undertaking  that  he 
would  not  claim  a  pension.  He  had 
been  drawing  that  extra  sum  for  eleven 
years,  and  now  the  Government  came 
forward  and  claimed  that  he  should 
receive  a  pension.  This  clause  was  re- 
Ksommended  to  the  Committee  on  the 
ground  of  economy,  and  yet  the  Grovern- 
ment  proposed  this  extraordinary  job. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  making 
the  proposal  had  not  said  one  word  in 
justification  of  it  1  What  was  the 
ground  for  making  it  1  They  could  only 
assume  that  it  was  a  reward  for  services. 
It  was  a  monstrous  thing  to  propose  to 
the  House  of  Commons  that  Mr. 
Fitegerald  should  be  allowed  to  go  back 
on  the  bargain  made  with  the  Treasury. 
To  give  him  the  right  to  a  pension  now 
after  he  had  drawn  for  eleven  years 
£500  a  year  extra  for  having  agreed  not 
to  claim  a  pension  was  a  most  corrupt 
transaction.  The  very  same  considera- 
tions applied  to  Mr.  Commissioner 
Wrench,  who  accepted  a  similar  arrange- 
ment eleven  years  ago.  Did  anybody 
deny  that  under  some  future  Bill  Mti 
Wrench  would  not  also  be  given  the  right 
to  a  pension  1  Of  course  he  would.  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  practically  dismissed  be- 
cause,  he  supposed,    he  did   not  give 


satisfaction  to  the  gang  who  controUed 
the  Castle  in  DuUin. 

Me.  WYNDHA.\I  would  not  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member,  who 
was  good  enough  to  say  that  his  action 
had  been  influenced  by  what  he  called 
"  the  gimg  who  controlled  the  Castle,"  but 
would  ask  the  Committee  not  to  consider 
him  discourteous  if  he  did  not  repeat  all 
he  had  endeavoured  to  explain  on  a 
former  occasion  as  to  the  grounds  affect- 
ing his  action.  It  had  been  pointed  out 
to  him  that  the  omission  of  Mr.  O'Brien 
from  the  pension  provision  might  be  held 
to  constitute  a  slight  upon  him ;  and 
although  there  was  no  precedent  for  a 
pension  in  this  case  he  had  secured  one 
for  him.  He  explained  that  he  had  re- 
cast the  provisions  of  this  clause  and  had 
gone  to  the  Treasury  in  an  endeavour  to 
meet  the  Committee  on  the  point.  Mr. 
Wrench  would  serve  under  another 
tenure  than  that  which  he  now  enjoyed  ; 
additional  pay  was  given  to  him  for 
additional  services,  and  the  pension  had 
been  withdrawn.  He  regretted  that 
these  efforts  had  been  futile,  and  he  now 
felt  that  any  further  defence  would  not 
induce  hon.  Members  to  change  their 
minds. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  had  been  calling 
for  a  division  all  the  evening,  but  no  one 
would  support  him.  This  was  a  sham 
battle,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  another 
clause. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  had  the  following 

notice  of  Amendment  on  the  Paper — 

"  In  page  35,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  all  Assistant  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  said  Act  and  holding  office 
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at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  as 
permanent  civil  servants  of  the  Crown  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  all  their  periods  of  service 
under  the  Land  Commission,  whether  the 
same  shall  have  been  continuona  or  otherwise, 
taken  into  acconnt  for  all  purposes  of  snper- 
annnation  allowance.' " 


*The  chairman  said  he  had  again 
considered  the  Amendment  in  the 
amended  form  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  move 
it,  and  he  was  still  of  opinion  that 
if  those  gentlemen  on  whose  behalf  he 
was  acting  were  civil  servants,  they  came 
within  the  Superannuation  Acts,  and  no 
Amendment  was  necessary.  If  they 
were  not  civil  servants  then  the  right 
hon  Gentleman  was  proposing  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  the  Acts  to  gentlemen 
who  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions, 
thereby  placing  on  the  Exchequer  a 
charge  which  he  was  not  entitled  to 
place  upon  it  without  having  fortified 
himself  with  a  Resolution  of  the  House. 
The  Amendment,  therefore,  would  not 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  had  also  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  on  the  Paper : — 

"  In  page  35,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  And  aU  Assistant  Conunissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  said  Act  and  holding  office 
at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  as 
permanent  civil  servants  of  the  Crown  shall 
be  entitled  to  have  all  their  periods  of  service 
under  the  Land  Commission,  whether  the 
same  shall  have  been  continuous  or  otherwise, 
taken  into  account  for  all  purposes  of  super- 
annuation allowance,  and  any  Assistant  Com- 
missioner appointed  on  the  permanent  staff 
of  the  Land  Committee  under  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Acts,  who  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  is  fuUy  competent  to 
discharge  his  duties  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
retire  by  reason  only  of  having  attained  any 
age  limit  of  the  Civil  Service,  without 
prejudice  to  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
by  Order  in  Council  to  remove  such  Assistant 
Commissioner  pursuant  to  section  forty -three  of 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881.' " 
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""Thb  CHAIRMAN  said  that  this  pro- 
posed Amendment  was  open  to  the 
same  objection  aa  the  first  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  would 
amend  the  Superannuation  Act  in 
respect  of  these  particular  gentlemen. 
That  would  be  outside  the  scope  of  this 
Bill ;  it  would  require  a  special  Act. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  36,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  thfr 
words,  '  (4)  The  Kight  Hononrable  Frederiok 
Stringer  Wrench  shall,  if  he  is  nominated  a» 
an  Estates  Commissioner,  be  paid,  in  addition 
to  bis  present  salary,  a  salary  of  £600  out  of 
money  provided  by  Parliament.  (5)  Mnrron^ 
O'Brien,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Land  Commission- 
ers, and  the  two  Estates  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  EUs  Majesty,  shall  be  entitled  to- 
superannuation  allowances  in  accordance  with, 
the  provisions  of  the  Superannuation  Acta, 
1834  to  lasi.'"— [Mr.  Wyiuiham.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted. " 


'  That  those  word* 


*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  undertaken  to  in- 
quire if  it  were  possible  to  find  a  method 
by  which,  without  violating  the  Judicial 
Rules,  the  tenure  of  Mr.  Finucane  and 
Mr.  Bailey  could  be  made  more  secure 
than  it  was  under  the  Bill  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  only 
effect  that  object  when  they  came  to  the 
Report  stage.  He  would  then  be  pre- 
pared to  move  that  the  services  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  including  Mr. 
Wrench,  Mr.  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Finucane, 
could  only  be  dispensed  with  by  an 
Order  in  Council  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  that  was 
a  very  considerable  concession,  and  they 
ought  to  mark  their  sense  of  it  by  giving 
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the  GoTemment  the  rest  of  the  olauses. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Claoae  76,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  77  agreed  to. 

Clause  78. 

""BlB.  BUTOHEB  (York)  said  that  hia 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for 
Yarmouth  had  stated  that  the  view  of 
the  landlords  was  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  delete  this  part  of  the 
Bill,  but  that  he  had  accepted  the 
position.  Now,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  convinced  him  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  with  the  Treasury 
the  best  bargain  possible  in  the  interests 
of  both  landlords  and  tenants.  It  was 
part  of  that  bargain  that  the  costs  of 
the  land-fixing  Courts  should  be  reduced, 
and,  to  effect  that,  Clause  78  had  been 
introduced.  He  had  put  down  on  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  existing  system,  but,  after 
the  explanation  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  that 
he  should  move  it.  He  therefore  begged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment — "  In 
Clause  78,  page  35,  line  33,  leave  out 
'  appeal,'  and  insert  '  apply  for  a  re- 
hearing.' " 

Amendmenti  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  said 
he  wanted  to  propose  a  proviso  to  the 
first  sub-section  of  Clause  78,  in  the 
following  terms — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  35,  line  34,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  holding  the 
rateable  value  of  which  does  not  exceed  £20,  no 
appeal  shall  be  allowed  under  this  Act  except 
on  a  question  of  law.' " — {Mr.  Clancy.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  added." 


■That  those  words 


Me.  WYNOHAM  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  nuse 
that  point  now,  but  he  should  prefer 
that  the  hon.  Member  raised  it  on 
Report 

Mb.  CLANCY  said  there  were  so 
many  matters  left  over  for  Report,  that 
he  proposed  it  with  the  object  of  obtain- 
ing the  view  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
give  his  view  on  an  Amendment  that  hv 
had  not  seen,  even  in|  manuscript 

Mb.  CLANCY  said  he  did  not  wish  to. 
obstruct  progress,  and  he  would  with- 
draw the  Amendment 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  78,  agreed  ta 
Clauses  79  to  81  agreed  to. 


Clause  82. 


Mr.  TULLY  said  he  thought  that  the^ 
definition  of  labourer]^  in  the  dause, 
instead  of  being  extended  was  rather 
restricted.  He  wished  to  move  anAmend- 
ment  to  strike  out  the  words  "  other 
than  a  domestic,  or  menial  servant." 
He  did  not  see  why  this  invidious  dis- 
tinction should  be  brought  in  Tho 
effect  of  it  would  be  very  unfair  and 
would  greatly  limit  an  application  of  the 
Labourers  Acts.  In  the  West  and  also  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  these  Acts  were  a 
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dead  letter  until  the  Local  Government 
Act  came  into  force,  when  the  people  got 
somerepresentationon  the  local  authorities. 
Withfsome  amendment  this  section  could 
be'^made  a  good  working  section,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  also  apply  it  to  small  towns.  The 
labourers  of  Ireland  were  nearly  as 
numerous  a  body  as  the  tenant  farmers, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  be 
deprived  of  the  same  legislation  as  the 
tenant  farmers. 


Amendment  proposed- - 

"  In  page  37,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  other  than  a  domestic  or  menial  servant.'  " 
— (Kr  TtOly.) 

Question  proposed,  •'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Olause." 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  (RE-COM- 
MITTED)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment.  Bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tully. 


of  the  House.  1616 

DAY  INDUSTRIAL  8CH00I5 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  this  day. 


GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [LORDS]. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords]." — {Mr.  Bonar  Law.) 


GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [LORDS.] 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lords]." — {Mr.  Bonar  Law.) 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CON- 
FIRMATION BILL  [LORDS]. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  io 
the  Gas  and  Water  Orders. Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords],"— (Afr.  Bonar  Law.) 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [LORDS.] 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in 
the  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords]."— (ilfr.  Bonar  Law.) 

Adjourned  at  eight  minntes  aft«r 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEAI.T   WITH   IN   VOLUME   CXXIV. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "[h.l.]"  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  Lords. 

(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


TiUe  of  BIU. 


Brought  in  by 


ProgreM. 


Addenbrooke's  Hospital 
Allotments  London  [h.l.] 

Berwickshire  County  Town 

•Bishoprics   of    Southwark 
and  Birmingham  [h.l.] 


*Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries 


■*Borough  Funds 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates) 
•Contracts  (India  OflSce) 


*County  Councils  (Bills  in 
Parliament) 


County  Courts  Jurisdiction 
Divorce  [h.l.] 

•Education  Borrowing 


Earl  Canington 


Lord  Bdper 


Earl  oj  Ondow 


Lord  Kenyon 


Earl  of  Hardwicke 


Lord  Kenyan 


Earl  Russell 


Lord  Kenyon 


Elementary       Education        Lord  Reay 
(Amendment) 


Read  1"  29th  June  (724) 

Second  Reading  (defeated) 
7th  July  (1508) 

Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Read  1'  22nd  June  (31) 
Committee  26th  June  (649) 
Report  2nd  July  (1169) 
Read  3"  and  passed  3rd  July 

(1254) 
Read  2-  23rd  June  (213) 
Committee  29th  June  (759) 
Report  3rd  July  (1254) 

Committee  23rd  June  (237) 
Report  2nd  July  (1169) 

Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Committee|2e,h  June  (652) 

Read  3"  and  passed  2nd  July 
(1160) 

g^T*"'}  23rd  June  (225) 

Read  3°  and  passed  2nd  July 

(1169) 
Read  1"  29th  June  (724) 

Sfcond  Reading  (defeated) 
23rd  June  (202) 

Read  2°  23rd  Jime  (242) 

Committeej25eh  June  (493) 

Read  3"  and  passed  2nd  July 
(1169) 

Read  1'  22nd  July  (37) 
Read  2»  3rd  July  (1249) 
Committee  7th  July  (1516) 
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(A.)    House  of  Lords — cmtinwd. 


Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  in  bjr 

Prograa* 

♦Finance 

Duke  of  Devoiwhire 

liead  1*  2Sth  June  (49:'.) 

Read2« 

Committee 

Report         I  29th  June  (724) 

Read  3"  and 

passed 
Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Guinea  Postal  Orflers 

Read  !•  29th  June  (724) 
Read  2«  30th  June  (905) 

Sjir**^}  6th  July  (1356, 

Read  3"  and  passed  7th  July 

(1516) 
Read  1"  29th  June  (724) 

Incest 

Liuiicy    Acts  Amendment 
(London) 

Earl  Carrington 

Read  2- 7th  July  (1573) 

*Local  Government  (Traiif 
fer  of  Powers) 

Lord  Kenyan 

Read  2"  23rd  June  (245) 

Merchant     Shipping     Act 
1894  Amendment  [h.l.] 

Lord  Muskerry 

Second  Reading  (defeated) 
2nd  July  (1129) 

♦Military  Lands 

Read  1"  29th  June  (724) 

♦Motor-Cars  [h.l.] 

Lord     Balfour      of 
Burleigh 

Read  1"  7th  July  (1499) 

♦Naval  Forces 

Earl  of  Selbonie 

Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Newcastle  Chapter 

Bishop  of  St.  Albans 

Read  2'  23rd  June  (245) 
Cammitteej,,,j^^,(j3.,, 

Read  3«  and  passed  7th  July 
(1516) 

Outdoor  Relief  Pensioners 

Read  1'  22nd  June  (37) 

Pistols 

Read  1"  29th  June  (724) 

Royal  Declaration 

Earl  Grey 

Second  Reading  (defeated) 
25th  June  (494) 

(B.)    House  op  Commons. 


TiUe  of  BiU. 


Addenbrooke's  Hospital 


Ancient  Lights 


Brought  in  by 


Progreat. 


Sir  Richard  Jvbh 


Considerations 

Read  3»  andy26thJune(719) 
passed         J 


Mr.  Fletcher  Mmltmi    \  Read  1"  22nd  June  (191) 
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(B.)    House  of  Commons — eorUinued. 


Titl«  of  BilL 


*Berwick8hire  Ck)unty  Town 

•Bishoprics  of   Southwark 
and  Birmingham  [h.l.] 

Canal  TrafiBc 

Coal  Mines  Certificates 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction 
Extension 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ire- 
land) 

•Employment  of  Children 
•Finance  Bill 


Guinea  Postal  Orders 


Incest 


Infant  Life  Protection  Act 
(1897)  Amendment 

Innkeepers  Liability 

•Irish  I^nd 


•Justices  of  the  Peace  [h.l.] 

Market  Gardeners  Compen- 
sation 


Brought  In  by 


Mr.     A.     Graham 

Murray 
Mr.  Akers  Dotiglas 


Sir  fFm.  Holland 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans 
Sir  Albert  RoUii 

Mr.  Harrington 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 

Mr.  Ritchie 


Mr.  Henniker-Heaton 

Col.  LockiKood 

Mr.  Spear 

Sir  Brampton  Gurdon 
Mr.  Wyrudham 


Mr.  Akers  Doughs 
Col.  Long 


Progress. 


Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 
Kead  1°  7th  July  (1534) 

Read  P  23rd  June  (270) 

Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Read  3<*  and  passed  26th  June 
(686) 

Read  2°  7th  July  (1616) 


\  23rd  June(326) 
Consideration  h    (321) 

J3rdJuly(1282) 
Committee  22nd  June(88)(150) 

"'"}  23rd  June  (270) 

Read  3  °  and  passed  24th  June 

(460) 
Royal  Assent  30th  June  (897) 

Committee  23rd  June  (368) 
Report  24th  June  (488) 
Read  3°  and  passed  26th  June 

(685) 

Consideration^ 

Read   3°  and  V26th June(698) 


Read  1"  3rd  July  (1320) 


Consideration  26th  June  (706) 

Committee  24th  June  (401) 

(460) 
Committee  29th  June  (816) 

(868) 
Committee  30th  June  (931) 

(984) 
Committee    1st  July  (1035) 

(1095) 
Committee   6th  July  (1418) 

(1465) 
Committee   7th  July  (1535) 

(1589) 
Read  1"  30th  June  (931) 

Bill  withdrawn  26th    June 
(720) 


3K  2 
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(B.)    ] 

3ousE  OF  Commons — rwtfimteel. 

Title  of  BiU. 

Brought  in  \>j 

PKgreui 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ire- 
land) 

Mr.  Atkinson 

Committee  23rd  June  (367) 

Military  Lands 
Municipal  Corporations 

Mr.  Chas.  Alien 
Mr.  Cripps 

Bead  3'  and  passed  26th  Jun» 

(691) 
Read  1'  6tb  July  (141K) 

*Naval  Forces 

Mr.  Amold-Foriter 

Royal  Assent  30  June  (897) 

•Naval  Works 

Mr.  Pretymart 

Read  P  6th  July  (1494) 

*Patent  OflBco  Extension 

Mr.  Arthur  Elliot 

Read  2"  24th  June  (487> 

Pistols 

Mr.  Helme 

Consideration 

Read  3"  and   26thJune(719) 
passed        j 

*Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of 
School      Districts      and 
Adjustments) 

Mr.  Grant  Lawton 

Read  1°  3rd  July  (1320> 

♦Post  Office  Sites 

Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain 

Committeej2,,,j^,^,3,^ 

♦Public  Offices  Dublin 

Mr.  Arthur  Elliot 

Committee,  Report, )  7th  July 
Read  3" &  passed!   (1615) 

♦Statute      Law      Revision 
(Scotland) 

Mr.     A.     Graharit 
Mnrniy 

Read  \°  25th  June  (558) 
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APPENDIX  IL 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS,    SESSION    1903. 

List  of  Rules,  Orders,  &c,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  and  are 
required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

[In  continiuUion  of  List  given  in  previous  volume.'] 


Title  of  Paper. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Dangerous  and  Unhealthy 
Industries), — Copy  of  Begulations,  dated  19th  Jane 
1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Depaitment,  in  pursoance  of  Section  79  of  The  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  for  the  process  of  lile- 
cuttiiig  by  band  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c.  22,  s.  84] 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exception — Over- 
time Christmas  Card  Making), — Copy  of  Order,  dated 
18th  June  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  with  regard  to  the  Overtime 
Employment  of  Women  in  the  making  of  Christmas 
and  New  Year  Cards  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c.  22,  s.  128  (3)] 

Public  Records  (Disposal  of  Documents), — Copy  of 
Additional  Rule  under  the  Public  Record  Office  Acts, 
1877  smd  1898,  for  the  dispoeal  of  certain  Documents 
{40  and  41  Vic,  n.  55,  s.  1] 

Poblic  Records  (Office  of  Land  Revenne  Records  and 
Enrolments), — Copy  of  Schedule  containing  a  List 
and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents  from  the 
Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Enrolments 
which  are  now  in  the  Public  Record  Office  but  are 
not  '.'onsidered  of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify 
their  preservation  therein  [40  and  41  Vic,  c.  55,  s.  1] 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations),  —  Copy  of 
Amended  Regulations  made  vnth  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the 
management  and  discipline  of  the  Church  Army 
Newdigate  Farm  Home,  Surrey,  certified  as  an 
Inebriate  Reformatorr  under  The  Inebriates  Act,  1898 
f61  and  62  Vic,  c  60,  s.  21  (1)] 

Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898, 
— Copy  of  Draft  Order  in  Council  a}terinsr  the  Scale 
set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Act,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  levying  of  Light  Dues  in  pursuance  of 
(he  Act  [61  and  62  Vic,  e.  41,  s.  5  (3)] 

Incermediate  Ekiucation  (Ireland), — Copy  of  Rule  made 
by  rhe  Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland 
determining  the  nuinljer  of  Centre  Superintendents 
to  )>e  appomted  for  the  Examinations,  1903  [41  and 
42  Vic,  c  66,  s.  6] 

Board  of  Edncation,— Copy  of  Minute  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  dated  6ih  July  1903,  withdrawing  Article 
10-i  and  Articles  111  to  129,  inclusive,  of  the  Pro- 
visional Code,  1903  [33  and  34  Vic,  c.  75,  s.  97] 

Metropolitan  Water  Stock  Regulations,  1903, — Copy  of 
Order  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  pre- 
«criljing  Regulations  with  respect  to  the  creation, 
issue,  transrer,  dealing  with,  and  redemption  of  any 
Metropolitan  Water  Stock  which  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  create  under  The  Metropolis  Water 
Act.  1902  r->3  and  54  Vic,  c  59,  s.  52  (3)1 


Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 


22  June 


•a  June 


22  June 


25  Jnne 


Period  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


40  days 


40  days 


60  day* 


4  weeks 


30  June 


2  July 


3  July 


6  July 


6  July 


4  weeks  (whilst 

the  House  is 

sitting) 


30  sitting  days 


40  days 


One  month 


30  days 
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INDEX 


TO  THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED   EDITION]. 

SEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1903. 

JUNE  22— JULY  7. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills :  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  IB.,  2e.,  3r.  [c]  =  Commons.  [I.]  =  Lords. 
Anundt.  =  Amendment.  Os.  =  Observations.  Qs.  =  Questions.  At.  =  Answers. 
Com.  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  discussed  in  Committee 
of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  unaer  Members'  Names,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Abatement 

see  Finance  Bill. 


Aberdeen,  Earl  of 

Fiscal  Policy,  Jvne  S19,  737. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  25,  502. 

Abinger,  Lord 
rchant 
ment  Bill 


Merchant   Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amend- 
lUl,  July  1, 1141. 


Abraham,  Mr.   William  [Glamorganshire, 
Rbondda.] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  Juiie  SS,  298. 

Absenteeism 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Access  to  the  House 

Vs.  Colonel  Lockwood,  July  6,  1494,  1496 ; 
Mr.  Reginald  Lucas,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  1495 ; 
Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Speaker,  1496. 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital  Bill 

r.  eon.*    3r.*  June  26,  719. 


/.  lit.*/«negy,  724. 


Aden 


Boui  dary  Commis.sion — State  of  proceed- 
iiiMof-  Authority  Responsible  for,  Date 
of  laying  Papers  before  Parliament. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  June  29,  791. 


Admiralty 

First  iorrf— Earl  of  Selbome. 
Secretary— yix.  H.  0.  Amold-Porster. 
Civil  Lord—Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman. 
Gifts  of  Stone  for  Church   Building   at 
Pembroke  Dock— Value  of.  Authority 
by  which  given,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Philipps ;  A.    Mr.  Prety 
man,  July  6,  1376. 
Policy  of— see  Naval  Works  (Consolidated 
Fund). 

AfBnity 

«ee  Incest  Bill. 

AMca,  Central 

British    Protectorate— Land    Concessions 
in,  subject  to  British  Control,  Extent, 
Conditions  under  which  held,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;    A.  Lord  Cran- 
bome,  July  6,  1395. 

Africa,  East 

Concessions  in— Return  Presented,  July3„ 
1247. 

Africa,  South 

Dynamite   Duty— Creation  of  Dynamite 
Monopoly,  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.     Markham ;    A.    Mr.    J, 
Chamberlain,  June  24,  386. 

Farms,  Restocking  of— Alleged  Preference 
given  to  other  than  Canadian  Cattle, 
Complaints  from  Canadian   Govern- 
ment. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Delvin;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamlierlain,  Jvly  G,  1393. 
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Afir— Ansl 


Africa,  South— eont. 

Garrison — Proposed  Charge  on  India  for 
Maintenance    of.    Consideration     of 
Indian  Opinion. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberto ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  £4,  397. 

kgricultore 

see  Board  of  Azricnlture  and  Fislieries 
BiU. 

»ee  Finance  Bill. 

Agricnltnre  and   Technical  Instrnction 
DejMrtment,  Ireland 
Cleiical  Staff— Representationsto  Treasury 
on  behalf  of  Clerks  of  Nine  to  Eleven 
Yean  Service  receiving  Salaries  below 
£100,  Result  of  Representations. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    M.    Healy;   A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  7,  1623. 

Alaska 

Boundary  Tribunal— Negotiations  be- 
tween H.M.  Government  and  Canada 
and  United  States  for  Renewal  of 
Reciprocity  Treaty,  Suspension  of, 
ReaRon  for. 
V.  Mr.  Rose ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  11,  1185. 

Alcohol 

Taxation  of— see  Finance  Bill. 

Aldershot 

Review— Accommodation  for  M embera  of 
Parliament  at. 
Q.   Major  Ra<ch ;   A.    Mr.    Bro<l- 
rick,  July  7,  1525. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill 
c.  IR."  June  $4,  369. 

2r.»  Com.*  June  g9,  766. 

Aliens 

British  Pilotage  CertiScates  granted  to— 
see  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  189*. 
Amendment  Bill. 

Immigration. 

Increase   of— Expediting  Legislation 
on  Subject,  proposed. 

Qs.  Sir  H.    Vincent ;   As.  Mr. 
B.  Law,  June  22,  70. 

Returns— Respect  in  which    Inaccu- 
rate, Source  from  which  Figures 
are  derived,  Penalty    for   False 
Return,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  R 
Law,  July  6,  1373. 

All  Saints,  Poplar  (Bate  Abolition)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898. 

Allan,  Sir  William  [Gateshead] 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
S,  1275. 

Ships,  Alterations  and  Repairs  in — Un- 
necessary Expense,  Badly  Engined, 
Badly  Boilered,  and  Under-Gunned 
Ships— Inefficiency  of  the  Navy,  July 
S,  1196,  1227. 


INDEX.  [Vol.  124. 

June  22 — July  7. 

Allotments  (London)  Bill  [h.l.] 
Debate  [H.L.]  on  2R.  July  7,  1508. 

Borough  Councils,  Function  of,  1609, 
1513. 

Land,  Proposed  Setting  out  of  Small 
Parcels  of,  1509,  1611. 

Local  Government  Board,    Attitude 
of,  1509,  1510. 

London  County  Council— Provision  of 
Allotments  by,  1508, 1510, 1512. 

Ambrose.  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Irish  Land  BiU  (Committee),  July  7,  1547, 
1561. 

Motor-car  Service  between  Westport  and 
Louisburgh— Application  foi  Estab- 
ment  of,  June  Si,  50. 

America 

«ee  United  States  of  America. 

Ancient  Lights  Bill 

c.  Ordered, /une;??,  191. 
iK.*  Junt  eg,  192. 

Ancient  Monuments,  Ireland 

Greenan— Result  of  Correspondenee  with 
regard  to  Vesting  Ancient  Monuments 
in    the    Commissioners    or     Public 
Works. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, JuneSS,  51. 

Protection  of  Monuments  not  Vested  ii 

Public   Authority  —  Introduction  of 

Provisions   in    Land    Bill,    Relative 

to. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Law  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 

July  6,  1408. 


Anglesey   - 

Train  Service,  Inadequacy  of,  allied- 
Compelling  London  and  North  West- 
em  Railway  to  provide  Satisfactoiy 
Train  Service,  proposed. 

Q.   Mr.    E.   Griffith;  A.  Mr.   B. 
Law,  July  7,  1521. 

Ankylostomiasis 

Outbreak  in  Westphalian  Colliery  Dis- 
trict—Report Presented,  July  7,  1499, 
1519. 

Anson,  Sir  W-— Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education  [Oxford  Univer- 
sity] 

Elementary  Education— Employment  of 
Young  Children  as  Monitors,  Dis- 
couragement of  System  by  Inspectors, 
June  SS,  548. 

Elementary  Schools — Religions  Instruc- 
tion in  Public,  July  7,  1626. 

London  School  Children— Physical  and 
Mental  Condition  of.  Inquiry  to  be 
Institntied,  Jwie  ?S,  47. 

Ophthalmia  in  Metropolitan  Schools — Cir- 
cular Issued  in  1901,  to  Teachers  on 
Subject  of.  Purport  of,  Jane  i9, 
796. 


Digitized  by 


vJoogL  [«^- 


Vol.  124.] 


SESSION  1903. 
June  22 — July  7. 


[Ans-Arm 


Anson,  Sir  yj.—eont. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  Plans  of 
—  Change  in,  atfordins;  Increased 
Accommodation  to  Art  Students  but 
prejudicial  to  the  Exhibition  of  tbe 
Collections,  June  11$,  73. 

Voluntary  School  Grants  —  Grants  pay- 
able according  to  Average  Atten- 
dance, Basis  of  Calculation,  July  1, 
10-21. 

Argentine 

Cattle  Importation  into  England — Foot 
and  Month  Disease— Number  of  Car- 
goes landed  Subsequent  to  Order  Pro- 
hibiting further  Importation,  Number 
carrying  Infected  Animals,  Precau- 
tions against  spread  of  Infection. 
Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Ailwyn 
Fellowes,  June  22,  42. 

Armach 

Bankruptcy  Administration —  County  of 
Armagh  not  included  in  Bankruptcy 
Jurisdiction  of  Recorder  of  Belfast, 
Inclusion  in  Jurisdiction  of  Belfast, 
propose!. 
Q.  Mr.  Wood  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani, 
Jwie  29,  807. 

Armaments 

tee  Navy. 

Arms  and  Ammnnition 

Black  Powder— Use  of  by  Artillery  other 
than  that  on  Indian  Establishment. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Julys,  1183. 

Lyddite      Shells  —  Shells    suspected   of 
being  in  a  Dangerous  Condition  at 
Woolwich  —  Measures    to    be  taken 
with  regard  to. 
Q.  Colonel  Nolan;  A.    Mr.    Brod- 
rick, ./«/y  «,  1185. 

Azmy 

Secretary  vf  State— 'Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Broanck. 

Under  Secretary— Eaxl  of  Hardwicke. 

Financial  Seeretary-Lord  Stanley. 

Canteens. 

Co-operative  Union  Stores,  Proposal 
to  recommend  Canteens  to  deal 
with— Truth  of  Statement  with 
regard  to. 
Qs.  Mr.  BuU ;  At.   Mr.  Brod- 
rick, June  22,  59. 

New   Rules   for   Management  of  — 

Power  of    Commanding    Officers 

of  applying  Co-operative  Principle 

to  Management  of  Canteens. 

Q.  Eari  Grey ;     A.    Earl   of 

Hardwicke,  July  2, 1168. 
Q.  Mr.      Harwood ;     A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  2, 1181. 
Cape  Ragging  Case. 

Breach  of  Parole  by  Officers,  alleged 

—Steps    to  be   taken   by   War 

Office. 

V.  Mr.  H.    C.    Richards;   A. 

Mr.  Brodrick,  July  6,  1386. 

9 


Anny — eont. 

Cape  Ragging  Case — eont. 

Charges  on  which  Officers  were  tried 

%  Court-Martial— Consultation 

with  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 

as  to  Form  and  Limitation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeiU;  A.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  July  6,  1389. 

Submission  of  Documents  in  Con- 
nection with  Civil  Action  of 
Mr.  SUnford.  to  War  Office- 
Charges  of  Indecency  contained 
therein. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl  ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  6, 1389. 

Contracts— Clothing  Contractor,  Evasion 
of  Fair  Wage  Clause,  by,  alleged. 
Q.  Captwn  Norton  ;  A.    Mr.  Bro- 
drick, June  29,  787. 

Co-operative   Unions  —  Free    Advertiie- 
ment  in  Army  Regulations. 
Q.    Sir  Eel  ward  Sassoon;  A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  24,  382. 

Expenditure— Return  Presented,  July  6, 
1372, 

Garrison  Regiments,  Royal— Return  i  Pre- 
sented, July  e,  1372. 

Medical   Corps,  Royal— Equalisation^  of 
Allowances  of    Captains    and    Lieu- 
tenants. 
Q.    Dr.  Thompson ;  A.    Mr.   Brod- 
rick, July  6,  1389. 

Officers. 

Field  Allowance- Disallowed  to  Offi- 
cers in  Temporary  Huts  in  South 
Africa. 

Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  29,  787. 

Re-employment  of  Retired— Report  of 
Committee  on,  Date  of  Issue. 
Q.  Major  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Bro- 
dnok,  June  24,  380. 

Pensions — Fixing  of  Pension  for  Limited 
Period,  Reason  for.  Case  of  J.  Smith. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell;   A.    Lord 
Stanley,  July  6,  1387. 

Promotions— Return  Presented,  June  24, 
371. 

"Ragging"  in  the  Army— Civilians  tried 
by  Court-Martial,  Steps  to  prevent 
Repetition  of  such  Trials,  Issne  of 
General  Orders,  in  view  of  tbe  Cape 
Ragging  Case. 

Q.  Mr.   H.   C.   Richards ;  A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  29,  786. 

tee  also  subheading  Cape  Ragging  Cstse. 

Rations. 

Letter  from  General  Officer  Com- 
manding the  Forces  in  South 
Africa  —  Transmitting  Proceed- 
ings of  Board  of  Officers  as- 
sembled to  Report  on — Meat  and 
V^table  Rations  unfit  for  Use 
— Copy  presented,  July  6,1371. 
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Rations — font. 

Unround  Rations,  Destrnction  of  in 
South  Africa — Value  Destroyed, 
Finn*  Hupplying  Rations,  Laying 
Report  of  General  Officer  Com- 
niandiuK  South  Africa  on  Table, 
pioposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  June  Si,  381. 

Recruiting- -N  a  mher  of  Recruits  enlisted 
since  March,  1903,  for  Infantiy  of  the 
Line,  Nnml)er  of  Specials,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Guest ;    A.    Mr.   Brodrick, 
June  SO,  919. 

Schoolmasters — Promotions  to  Inspector- 
ships—Number of,   among    Persons 
under    forty    years.    Alteration    of 
System  of  Selection,  propoeed. 
V.  Mr.  Yoxall ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  24,  372. 

Staff  Service  —  Number    of    Regimental 
Majors,  Lieutenant- Colonels,   Squad- 
ron    Majors      in      Cavalry,      etc.. 
Differences  in  Pay,  Amount  of. 
Q.    Lord    Heneage;    A.    Earl    of 
Hardwicke,  June  S9,  764. 

Training  of  Troops  in  Scotland— Land 
rouud  Stobs  Castle,  HaMick,  available 
for  Military  Training,  Area  of. 
Number  of  Troops  to  be  exercised 
during  July,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Crombie  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Jttly  6,  13S6. 

Atmy  Begnlations 

Debate  [H.h.],  JutieSS,  6. 

Cramming  System,  6,  11. 

Non-Seconding  of  Office  above  Rank 
of  Captain,  9,  13. 

Promotion — Chances  of,  8, 14. 

Regimental    Officers  —  Position    of, 
8.  15. 

Staff  Appointments,  8. 

Staff  College — Methods  of  Entrance 
and  Examination,  6,  10. 

Arnold-Forster,   Mr.   H-  0-— Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  [Belfast,  W.] 

Battleships  and  A  mioured  Cruisers,  Con- 
struction of  New— Dates  of  i&vitiog 
Tenders  for,  Juneau,  662. 

Channel  Squadron— Gun  Sights,  Improve- 
nient  of,  in  all  Ships  of  the  Fleet, 
Julys,  1175. 

China  Squadron— Gun  Sights,  Recent 
Alteration  of,  July  2,  1175. 

Coal  Exported  for  use  of  Royal  Navy — 
Value  of,  June  30,  919. 

Compensation  for  Naval  Disasters, 
July  3,  1232. 

Controller  to  the  Navy — Work  of,  July 
S,  1234. 

Dockyards,  Wages  in  —  Early  decision 
with  Regard  to  Cases  under  Con- 
t-ideration,  Juite  S9,  783. 
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Amold-Font«r,  Mr.  H.  0.—<xmt. 

Encroachment  of  the  Sea  on  East  Coast— 
W^atcbing  of  Erosion  of  Coast  out- 
side Duties  of  Admiralty  Hydro- 
gtapher,  June  S£,  54. 

"  Exmouth  "  Training  Ship — Assistance 
given  by  Admiralty  to  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  witti  regard  to  Provi- 
sion of  a  Ship  in  View  of  the  "  Ex- 
mouth,"  July  S,  1257. 

Expenditure,  Colonial  ContributionB  to 
— Expenditure  on  Repairs — Compe- 
tition with  Russian  Shipbuilding- 
Maintenance  of  Dockyard  Work — 
Subsidies  for  hire  of  Cruisers,  etc., 
July  g,  1223,  1227,  1230,  1235,  1236. 

Gun- Wharfs — Number  of  Men  Employed 
in,  Jxdy  S,  1232. 

"Majestic,"  H.M.S. 

Action  of  Vice- Admiral  during  Quar' 
terly  Trial— Alleged  Order  for 
Beer  to  be  served  to  Engine-room 
Men,  No  Foundation  tor  State- 
ment, Junt  Si,  60. 
Defective  Gun  Sights  in — Alteration 
of,  July  g,  1176. 

Mediterranean  Fleet — Gunnery  l*ractice. 
Report  on  Practice  of  April  29th. 
received.  Extent  to  which  Practice 
Conformed  to  Admiralty  Rt  gulations, 
June  S9,  790, 

"Minerva"  and  "Hyacinth" -Cost  of 
Repairs,  etc.,  J\dy6,  1391. 

Pcchili,  Gulf  of— Assembly  of  Sliipt.  of  at 
— No  Significance  attached  to  Move- 
ments ofShips  in— Number  of  Briti^ 
Fleet  in  Gulf,  July  6, 1391. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard —Dismissal  of  Em- 
ployees, June  Si,  54. 

Russian  Navy,  Increase  of,  for  Purpose  of 
Strengthening  Fleet  in  the  Far  East, 
no  Inlormation  received  with  legard 
to — Extent  of  Programme  of  Con- 
struction for  1903-1904,  June  S3,  257. 

Schoolmasters  in  tlie  Navy,  Jvhf  i,  >  232. 
Improvements  in  Scale  of  Pen^iun  of, 
June  SS,  642. 

Subsidies  for  pre-emption  of  Hire  of 
Ships- Contract  with  Uie  White  Star 
Line  and  Morgan  Combine,  July  S, 
1211, 1212,  1213,  1214,  1217,  1221. 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Civil  and  Military 
Officers,  JiUy  S,  1233. 

Warrant  Rank  for  Chief  Writers— No  in- 
tention of  conferring  Warrant  Rank 
on  Chief  Writere,  June  S3,  254. 

Ashbourne  Acts 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Ashcombe,  Lord 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham 
Bill  {Committee),  June  SG,  651. 

Ashton,  Ur.  T.  O.  [Bedfordshire,  Laton] 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  Si,  472; 
48.^  ;  July  1,  1096. 
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Asanith,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  H-  [Fife,  E.]. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Com- 
mittee), July  S,  1297. 

Protec^tion  of  small  Industries — Investiga* 
tion  of  the  BniHlimaking  Industry, 
Improvement  in  Sanitary  Conditions, 
Question  of  Lead-poisoning,  Appoint- 
ment of  Women-Inspectors,  Value  of 
Reports  from  various  Departments, 
June  S5,  582. 

Ashtoa  Manor  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Cmi."  Jxdy  7,15X1. 

Atherley- Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.] 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S9,  821. 

Atkinson,    Bt.    Hon.   J. — Atlomey-UenertU 
for  /re/an«{  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Children  Destitute  in  County  Longford — 
Alleged  issue  of  Circular  directing 
Ma^strates  to  send  such  Children  to 
Institutions  outside  County— Circular 
not  Issued  by  Government  Depart- 
ment, July  1,  1030. 

Claremorris  Union — Valuation  of-  Pro- 
posed Preparation  of  Return  on 
Similar  Lines  for  all  Unions  in  Con- 
naught  nob  to  be  carried  out,  June  25, 
655. 

Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland — Imprison- 
ment for.  No  Amendment  of  Law  as 
propoaed,  Considered  nececsary,  Junt 


County  Clare,  Absence  of  Crime  in — Pro- 
posed withdrawal  of  Proclamation  of 
certain  Districts  under  Criminal  Law 
and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  under 
consideration,  July  1,  1030. 

County  Down  Crown  Solicitor — Appoint- 
ment not  yet  made,  June  S9,  810. 

Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race — Extra  Police 
requisitioned  for  Duty  on  Occasion  of, 
Payment  of  Epcnses  of.  Above  Sum 
Contributed  by  Treasury,  Question 
under  consideration,  July  1,  1031. 

Irich  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S4,  443, 
471 ;  June  29,  827,  836,  842,  844,  883, 
884,  888,  889,  892  ;  June  30,  943,  945, 
946,  949,  953,  955,  971,  976,  978,  979, 
980,  981,  982,  983,  1002,  1003,  1004, 
1005,  1006 :  July  1,  1063,  1064,  1074, 
1075,  1077,  1081, 1082, 1084,  1086,  1086, 
1087  ;  July  «,  1423,  1428,  1427,  1435, 
1437,  1440,  1442, 1457, 1459, 146.%  1469, 
1473 ;  July  7,  1562,  1571,  1581,  1584, 
1589,  1591,  1599. 

Irish  Land  Courts — Jurisdiction  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  June  24,  392. 

Irish  Mayors  and  the  Judicial  Oath — Case 
of  Jiuiyor  of  Clonmel  declining  to  take 
the  (Jath,  Desirability  of  having 
question  settled  by  a  Court  of  Law, 
June  22,  82. 

Licensing  (Ireland)  Act,  1902— Refusal  of 
Inland  Revenue  Officer  to  act  on  Cer- 
tificates granted  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  July  3,  1259. 
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Atkinson.  Bt.  Hon.  J.—eont. 

Lunatics,  Charges  for  Maintenance  of — 
Application  of  Funds  in  Court  to  pay- 
ment of,  June  85,  546. 

Marine  Works  (Ireland)  Act,  Schemes 
undei— Acceptance  of,  by  County 
Councils,  July  1,  1033. 

Salmon  Hauling  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Erritt"  River — Claim  to  Exclusive  Right 
of  Fishing  upheld  in  Law  Suit,  July  3, 
1260. 

Tenant  Purchaser,  Mr.  S.  Gillmor — A£B» 
davit  of  Mr.  S.  Uillmor  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  Tenant  of  the  Lands  of 
"  The  Acres  "  for  purpose  of  obtaining 
Advance  from  Land  Commission,  No 
Necessity  for  Intervention  of  the 
Crown,  June  S9,  809. 

Tobacco  GrowiuB  in  Irebind — Expert* 
ments  on,  Results  of,  July  1, 
1032. 

Australasia 

Fiscal  Position  of — see  Imperial  Fisoal 
Policy. 

Mail  Service— Friction  between  British 
and  Australian  Governments  with 
regard  to.  Requiring  Vessel  Owners 
to  Pay  same  Rate  of  Wages  to  Whites 
and  'Coolies,  proposed,  June  25, 
552. 

Royal  Declaration — Attitude  towards,  »e« 
Royal  Declaration  Bill. 

South  Australia — Attitude  of,  with  regard 
to  Proposal  that  in  Matters  relating 
to     Foreign      Governments,     H.mT 
Government     should     refer    to     the 
Government  cf  the  Commonwealth, 
and  not  the  State  Governments. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond  ;    A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  June  25, 
551. 
Tennyson's,  Lord,  Term  of  Office— Exten- 
sion of,  Tiuth  of  Statement  with  re- 
gard to. 

Q.  Mr.   W.   Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  22,  61. 

Wheat  Cultivation  in  — Acreage  under 
Caltivation,     Average     Yield     per 

(>.  Sir    H.    Vincent;     A.  Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  June  22,  53. 

Avebnry.  Lord 

Borough  Funds  Bill  (Committee),  June  !S, 

237, 238,  239,  240,  241. 
County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament),  Bill 

(Committee),     June     23.     233,     238, 

237. 
Imperial  Fiscal  Policy,  June  29,  736. 

Baker   Street   and    Waterloo   Bailway 
(Transfer)  BUI 
;.  2r.*  Com.  June  26,^^. 

Baker   Street   and    Waterloo    Bailway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill 
e.  Rep.*  June  26,  657. 
con.*  July  3,  1254. 
I.  IR.*  July  7,  1498. 
c.  3R.*  July  7,  1517.  ^  . 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.  [Pritne  Minitter 
and  First  Lord  of  the  Treatui-y  [Man- 
chester, £.] 

Bread — Price  of  Bread  in  Europe  and 
America,  Statements  to  be  Collected, 
Juw  25,  548. 

BruBsela  Sn^r  Convention — Permanent 
Commission,  Decision  of,  with  regard 
to  Austro-Hungarian  Contingent 
Law,  June  S9,  812. 

Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for— 
Case  of  Mr.  Lewis,  flo  Alteration  of 
Law  Contemplated,  June  S4,  380. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Colonial  Governments  and  the,  Jtrne 
S4,  398. 

Commercial  Retaliation  on  the  Conti- 
nent— Proposed  Appointment  of 
Select  Committee  to  Ascertain 
the  Hesalts  of,  Suggestion  imprac- 
ticable, July  a,  1189. 

Proposed  Appointment  of  Committee 
of  Similar  Form  to  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Import  Duties,  1840, 
JuH4  22,  86. 

Question  of  Adopting  Bi-Metallic 
Currency  not  to  be  included  in 
Inquiry,  Jwie.  22,  87. 

Fiscal  Policy  —  Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of 
Indian  Commercial  and  Fiscal  relations 
with  United  Kingdom,  etc.,  June  24, 
398. 

Oermany  and  Canada — Action  of  Germany 
in  placing  Canada  on  General  Taritf— 
Correspondence  between  British  and 
German  Governments  to  be  laid  on 
the  Table,  June  22,  83. 

London  University  Members  of  the  Senate 
— Proposed  Amendment  of  University 
of  London  Act,  Rendering  Members 
of  Senate  Ineligible  for  I^Msitions  as 
Professors,  etc.,  July  7, 1525. 

Naval  Works  Bill—  Date  of  Introduction 
uncertain,  June  22,  87 ;  June  26,  384. 

Penal  Clauses  in  Terminable  Leases — Pro- 
posed Alteration  of.  No  Grounds  for 
Carrying  out,  July  S,  1189. 

President  Lonbet's  Visit— Expression  of 
Feeling  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Method  of  Showing  Appreciation  of 
President's  Visit,  Jtdy  6,  1415. 
Private  Members'  Bills. 

Enabling  Meml>ers  to  Carry  Bills 
through  subsequent  Stages  after 
Second  Readings  have  been  ob- 
tained, proposed,  Impossibility  of 
efifecting  Measure  until  Private 
Bill  I  are  on  same  Footing  as 
Government  Bills,  June  29,  814. 
Motion  for  Standing  Order  on  Subject 
of  giving  Precedence  to  Bills 
having  passed  Second  Reading — 
Disadvantages  of  Proposal,  July 
2.1034. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Vote 
for — Proposed  taking  of.  at  Early 
Date,  No  Promise  Possible  with  Re- 
gard to,  July  1,  1023. 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon-  A.  J — eont. 

Scotch  Education — General  Aid  Grant. 
Minute  Providing  for  Distribution  of 
— Further  Disca88ionof,Impracticable, 
June  24,  400. 

Servian  Revolution — Attitude  of  British 
Government  with  Regard  to,  Junt  2 J, 
64. 

Shipping  Agreements  with  the  American 
International  Mercantile  Marine 
Association  and  Cunard  Company,  not 
yet  Signed,  June  24,  399. 

South  African  Garrison — Proposed  Char>;e 
on  India  for  Maintenance  of,  June  ^4, 
397. 

Trade  Disputes — Royal  Commission  on. 

Opinion  of  Government  with  r^[aTd  to 
the  Composition  of  the  Commis- 
sion—Propoeed  taking  (rf  Temp- 
orary Vote  at  Early  Date,  July 
2,  1188. 

Proposed  appointment  of  Trade 
Unionist  Representatives  —  Im- 
liossibility  of  reconstructing  Com- 
mission, July  £,1182. 

Balfour,  Oaptain  [Middlesex,  Horssey] 

Police  in  Metropolitan  Boroughs  and  Lon- 
don area— -Wages  and  Bent  Allow- 
ances —  Distribation  of  Police 
Expenses— Position  of  Ratepayers, 
June  25,  635. 

Balfour  of  Borleigh,  Lord— -S«c«tory  for 
Scotland 

Allotments  (London)  Bill,  July  7, 1512. 

Borough  Funds  Bill  (Committee),  June  23, 
239. 

County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 
{Committee),  June  23,  229, 2S7. 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  US,  244. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  Bill, 
July  7,  1516. 

Holyrood  Palace— Condition  of  Drainage, 
Necessary  Delay  before  Improvement 
could  be  effected.  Impossibility  of 
accomplishing  Work  previous  to  the 
King's  Visit,  Frank  Announcement  of 
the  Lord  Hi^  Commissioner,  of  his 
Intentions  with  regard  to  Reiddenoe 
in  the  Palace  the  only  way  of  smooth- 
ing over  Difficulty,  J^ine  22,  29. 

House  and  Friendly  Societies,  June  S3, 
249. 

Motor  Cars  Bill,  July  7,  1499. 

Motor  Car  Traffic— Regulation  of.  Intro- 
duction of  Bill  at  early  date,  Jwte  25, 
538. 

Banbury,  Sir  F.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  S3,  355. 

Finance  Bill  (ComnUttee),  June  22, 155. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill  {Committee), 
June  26,  717. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  June  26,  603. 

Vivisection,  Present  Condition*  of— Ne- 
cessity for  Saf^iarding  Law,  Grant- 
ing of  Licences,  June  35,  615. 


Digitized  by  V^UUy  It! 


Vol  124.] 


SESSION     1003. 
June  22 — July  7. 


[Ban-Kr 


Bancor  Corporation  Bill 

/.  n«p.*  Jtme  £S,  194. 
3e.*  JtUy  3, 1245. 
IK.'  July  S,  1255. 

Bankers  (Ireland)  Act  Repeal  Bill 

Debate  [H.c]  on  2r.  July  1, 1124. 

Barmaids 

Bengal — Act  passed  hj  Bengal  Legislative 
Council   prohibiting  Employment  of 
Women,   Legislation   in   other  Pro- 
vinces. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  RoberU;  A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton  June  S4,  388. 

Barry,  Mr.  Edward  [Cork  County,  8.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  2i,  429. 

Barry  Railway  Bill 

e.  2r.*  Com.*  June  Si,  369. 

Bartley,  Sir  George  [isUngton,  N.] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  SS,  161, 

175. 
Great  Indian  Peninnalar  Annnities — De- 
cision of  House  of  Lords  on,  Inten- 
tions  with    regard   to  Altering   the 
Lair,  July  2,  1186. 

Bayiey,  Mr.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 

Telegraph  Service  in  London— Operators, 
Maximum  SsJary  of,  June  35,  546. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Explosives,  Manufac- 
ture of,  Regulations  with  regard  to, 
June  SO,  920. 

Beach,  Sir  M.  Hicks  [Bristol,  W.] 

Finance   Bill  (Committee),  June  Z2,  167, 

185. 
Military  Lands  Bills,  June  SG,  696. 

Beckenham  Urban  District  "Cooncil  Bill 

;.  2k.*  June  23,  194. 
Com*  June  SS,  196. 

Beckman,  Dr. 

Permit  to  Return  to  Pretoria  refuse!  to— 
Interval  between  Application  for  and 
Granting  of  Permit,  length  of. 
Q«.    Mr.  S.     MacNefll;    As.    Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  June  SO,  920. 

Beeston,  Bedfordshire. 

Insanitary  Cottages  at— Opinion  of  Ex- 
pert Inspector  on  Condition  of  Cot- 
tages, Action   of  Local  Government 
Board. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
.  Jviy  1,  1026. 

Belfast 

Broadway  Presbyterian  Church- Disturb- 
ance at ;  Number  of  Arrests. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
JuneS5,-5^. 
Post  Office  Employees— Number,  and  Re- 
ligious behef  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan ;   A.    Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  June  Si,,  375. 
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Bel&st  Water  BiU 

c.  Con.*  June  23,  250. 

3r.*  June  26,  654. 
/.  Koyal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Belginm 

Great  Britain  and  Belgium  Maritime 
Law — Proposed  Submission  of  Draft- 
Treaties  to  Diplomatic  Conference,. 
Attitude  of  H.M.  Government  to- 
wards proposal. 
Q.  Mr.  Bunciman ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
bome,  July  6, 1376. 

Belmore,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Purchase— Advance  to  Tenants- 
under  L&nd  Purchase  Acts,  Kenay- 
ments  made  by  Purchasers,  Total 
Amount  of,  Motion  for  Return,  July 
S,  1248. 

Belper,  Lord 

Bishoprics  of  South wark  and  Birmingham 

Bill,  June  gS,  32. 
Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birminghan* 

Bill  (Committee),  June  16,  650,  651. 
County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 

(Committee),  June  2S,  235,  236. 

Benedictines 

English  Benedictines  in  France— Seizure 
of  Property  of,  by  French  Govern- 
ment, Instructions  to-  British  Ambas- 
sador at  Paris  for  Protection  of  Pro- 
perty of  English  Subjects  Expelled 
from  France. 
Q.  Colonel  Nolan ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  June  SS,  67. 

Berwickshire  Oonnty  Town  Bill 

I.  Royal  As«ent,  June  SO,  897. 

Bhownaggree,   Sir  M-  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

N-ET] 

Indian  Native  States,  Administrative  Con- 
trol of  — Number  under  Control  of 
Political  Agents,  Increase  in  Number 
of  States  so  Controlled,  June  SS, 
542. 

Bigwood,  T/b.  [Middlesex,  Brentford] 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896  —  Expediting 
Procedure  under,  allied  Delajs,  Cour 
firmation  of  County  of  Middlesex 
Light  Railways  Order,  1903,  during 
present  Session,  Jutie  29,  773. 

Bill.  Mr.  [Staffordshire,  Leek] 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  — 
Vote  for.  Taking  of,  at  early  Date, 
proposed,  Juiy  1, 1023. 

WsiuM  ArWtration  — Farment  of  Com- 
pensation i^  Frenon  Government, 
Money  yet  received,  Jxme  22,  49. 

Birmingham. 


Diocese  of— see  Bishoprics  of  Southwark 
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Sinnjoi^bam  District  Tramways  Bill 

/.  3R.*  June  *9,  721. 
c.  IR.*  June  2S,  768. 

Birr  and  Portunma  Line 

Expenditure  on  Conutruction  of — Owner- 
ship of,  Looting  of  Line,  alleged. 
Qs,  Mr.  Roche ;  A».  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  SS,  75. 

Bishopries  of  Soathwark  and  Birmingham 
BiU 

Debate  on  2R.  [H.L.1  June  gS,  31. 

Agricultaral  Depression  —  Effect  on 
Incomes  of  Clergy  of,  34. 

Bishopric  Endowment  Fund — Scope 
of,  33. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners — Posi- 
tion of,  33. 

New  Sees— Reasons  for  fonndation  of, 

32,  33,  34. 
Tithe  Rent  Charge— Fall  in,  U. 
I.  2R.  June  3S,  36. 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.L.],  June  36, 
649. 

Birmingham— Boundaries  of  Diocese 
of,  B52. 

Eccleitiaotical  Commissioners — Powers 
of,  649,  650,  651. 

Hereford — Boundaries  of  Diocese  of, 
649,  650. 

Lichtield — Boundaries  of  Diocese  of, 
649. 

Rochester — Boun'laries  of  Diocese  of, 

651. 
Winchester— Boundaries   of    Diocese 

of,  651. 

Worcester — Boundaries  of  Diocese  of, 
649,650. 

c.  IR.*  July  7, 1534. 

Black,  Mr.  [Banffshire] 

Customs  Duties — Increase  on,  as  Shown 
in  Budget  Statement,  to  what  Items 
Due,  June  3J,  69. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Colonial  Governments,  and  the,  Jutie 
34,  398. 

Issue  at  Intervals  of  Statistical  Infor- 
mation obtained  through  Inquiry, 
proposed,  June  33,  86. 

Germany  and  Canadian  Tariffs— Differ- 
entiation of  Germany  against  Canada, 
Representations  of  H.M.  Government 
to  Germany  on  Subject  of,  June  34, 
385. 

New  Naval  Base  at  St.  Margaret's  Hope 
— Completion  of  Arrangements  for 
Acquisition  of  Land,  Extent,  Rental 
of,  eUi.,Ju)ieSS,549. 

Blackheath  and  Greenwich  District  Elec- 
tric Light  Bill 
l.Bef.'JulyS,  1125. 

14 


B]ake,  Ur.  [Longford,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  .'4,  441, 
452 ;  July  1,  1056.  1060,  1062,  1064, 
1076,  1078,  1083. 1114. 

Blind  Asylnms 

see  Employment  of  Children  Bill. 

Board  of  Agricoltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill 

Debate  on  2R.  [H.L.],  June  23, 213. 

Agriculture —Transference  of  Powers 
to  Board  of,  214,  219,  221,  222. 

Botany  in  Agriouliure,  216. 

Chemistry  in  Agriculture,  215. 

Fishing    Industry — Management   of, 
214,  220,  221,  222,  224. 

Meteorological     Department  —  Sug- 
gested Extension  of,  216. 

Oyster  Question,  219,  222. 

Trade— Transference  of  Powers  from 
Board  of,  214,  219,  221. 

Veterinary  Department,  Question  of, 
215. 

Woods  and  Forests— Office  of,  217. 

ConHdered  in  Committee  [H.L.],  June  3!K 
759. 

Date  o'f  Operation  of  Act,  760. 

Fish — Proeecntionsfor  Misdescriptions 
of,  759. 

Merchandise   Marks   Act  —  Prosecu- 
tions under,  769,  760. 

Boland,  Mr.  [Kerry,  S.] 

Council  of  Malta— Date  of  Adjournment, 
June  30,  921. 

Irish  Bee-Keeping  Industry — Prevalence 
of  Disease  of  Foul-brood,  Legislation 
to  Enable  Apiarists  to  cope  with 
Disease^  proposed,  June  SS,  265. 

Malta — Members  of  the  Council,  Nnmlier 
Returned  at  last  Election  in  Opposi- 
tion to  the  Retention  of  the  Italian 
Language — Submission  of  Question  to 
a  (General  Election,  proposed,  June 
'35,  552. 

Petrol — SngccKted  Extraction  from  Irish 
Beet  and  Potatoes— Experiments  pro- 
posed, July  7,  1524. 

Railway  Crossings  in  County  Kerry,  De- 
lays at — Compellng  Great  Southern 
and  Weftem  Railway  Company  to 
carry  on  Shunting  Operations  without 
Public  Inconvenience,  proposed,  Jnly 
0,  1412. 

Valentia  I-land  Mails— Retention  of  MaiU 
at  Cahirciveen  Overnight,  Inconven- 
ience caused  by — Forwarding  Letters 
the  same  Evening,  proposed,  July  a, 
1410. 

Bomhay 

Licensed  Premises  in,  Increase  of — Reasons 
for. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Roberts;   A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  Si,  45. 
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"Bona" 

Anchora<;e  refused  to  Yacht  in  Queens- 
town  Harbour,  alleged — Reconsidera- 
tion proposed. 
Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Jmie  S5,  550. 

Borotigh  Oouncils 

see  Allotments  (London)  Bill. 

Borongh  Fnnds  Act 

.9f;o  Coanty  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament) 
BUI. 

Borough  Funds  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee,  [H.c]  June  33i 
237. 
Bill — Expense  of  Opposing  a,  237, 

238. 
Electric  Lighting,  etc. — Contracts  for, 

238,  239,  240. 
Expense  of  Opposing  a  Bill,  237. 
Local    Government    Board — Position 

of,  239,  240. 
Owners  and  Ratepayers,  Consent  of, 

237, 238. 
Poll,  Number  necessary  for,  241. 

Urban  District  Councils  Association, 
Attitude  towards  Bill  of,  2.S9. 

Borouglis 

England  and  Wales— Total  indebtedness 
of,  in  March,  1903,  Retarn  Ordered, 
June  Si,  372. 

Bournemouth     Oorporation     Tramways 
Bill 

c.  2r.*  Com*  JuneS9,  766. 

Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  Bill 
;.  3r.*  June  22,  1. 
c.  IR.*  June  22,  40. 

2r.»  Com.*  July  6, 1368. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Brussels  Sugar  Commission — Decision  of 

Permanent  Commission  with  regard 
to  the  Austro- Hungarian  Contingent 
System  constituting  an  indirect  Sn^ar 
Bounty,  Submission  of  Decision  to 
Conference  of  Signatory  Powers, 
Attitude  of  Hungary  and  Austria  to- 
wards, June  22,  66, 

Brussels    Sagar    Convention,  Permanent 
Com  mission.  -~  • 

Decision  of,  with  regardi  to  Applica- 
tion of  Scale  01  Countervailing 
Duties  to  United  States  Sugar, 
Nature  of  Duties,  Attitude  of 
H.M.  Government  towards  Ira- 
position  of  such  Duties,  June  29, 
812. 

Decision  of,  with  Regard  to  Austro- 
Hungarian  Contingent  Law,  June 
29,  812. 

Duty  of  publishing  Information  under 
Article  VII.— Date  of  Publishing 
Proceedings  Relative  to  British 
and  Colonial  Sugars,  June  29, 
813. 
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Bowles,  Hb.  T.  Ot.—coni. 

Canadian  Import  Duties,  June  23,  85. 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Great 
Britain  and  Foreign  Powers — Return 
giving  Mojt-favonred-Nation  Clauses 
in  such  Treaties,  proposed,  June  22, 
66. 

Finance  Bill  {Committee),  June  23,  313, 
325,326. 

Guiana,  British,  Coolie  Immigration  into — 
Cost  of.  Amount  borne  by  Govern- 
ment of  British  Guiana  or  Taxpayers 
of  Colony — Communication  of  Laws 
Regulating  Importation  to  Brussels 
Commission,  for  Decision  as  to 
system  constituting  a  Sugnr  Bounty, 
June  22,  55. 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  26,  688. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  1,  1054, 
1090. 

•lapan  and  Russia — Official  Informa'-Jon 
with  regard  to  Impending  Hostilities, 
July  7,  1531. 

Mediterranean  Fleet — Gunnery  Practice. 
Report  on  Practice  of  April  29th.  Ex- 
tent to  which  it  conformed  to  Admiralty 
Regulations,  June  39,  790. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  June  26,  692. 

Naval  Expenditure  —  Amount  Allocated 
toSubventions  for  right  of  pre-emption 
of  Hire  as  Armed  Cruisers  of  a  num- 
ber of  Vessels,  Money  given  to  Morgan 
Combine  and  Cunard  Co.,  Subsidies 
granted  to  White  Star  Line,  July  2, 
1207,  1221,  1222. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July  3, 
1264,  1269,  1270,  1280. 

ling  Agreements  with  the  American 

ntemational      Mercantile      Marine 

Association  and  Cunard   Company — 

Laying  On  Table  and  Discussion  at 

Early  Date  of,  proposed,  June  24, 399. 

Boyle 

Working-Class  Housing  Scheme — Applica- 
tion for  Supplemented  Loan  for 
Erection  of  Cottages,  Cause  of  Delay 
in  Sanctioning  Loan. 

Q.  Mr.  TulTy  ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  6,  1406. 

Bradford  (Corporation  Bill 

I.  3r.*  June  29,  721. 
c.  1R.»  June  29,168. 

Brand,  Hon.  A-  [Cambridge,  Wbbech] 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Colonial  Prime  Minister?, 
Views  of,  with  regard  to  Fiscal  policy. 
Ascertaining  Views  and  Communicat- 
ing them  to  Hotue,  June  29,  811. 

Brave,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  25,  527. 

Bread 

Price  of  Bread  in  Europe  and  America. 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Lucas  ;  A.  Mr.  A.J.  Balfour, 
June  25,  548. 
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Brigg,  lir-  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,Keighley,] 
Cotton-Steaming   Mills — Management  of, 
June  S5,  388. 

BtiMtol 

Poet  Office  Staff,  Revision  of,  Completion 
of. 
Q.    Mr.    C.    Hobhonse ;    A.    Mr. 
Austen  Cliamberlain,  June  gi, 
49. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill 
/.  ZVi."  Juiie  ig,  1. 
c.  IK.*  June  gg,  W. 

2R.*  Com.* Jtdy lyVin. 

Britiflli  Oas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 
BiU 

c.  Rep.*  June  gS,  252. 
eon.*  June  g9,  768. 
/.  3R.*  July  g,  1170. 

Broadhorst,  Mr.  [Leicester] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  gS,  335,  336,  353,  356,  367. 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  gg,  173. 

War  Office  Works  Department — Natnre 
and  Date  of  Changes  to  he  effected  in, 
June  gS,  268. 

Broadstain  Gas  Bill 

/.     Rep.*  July  7,  1497. 

Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  3o\ai—Seeretary  of 
:>tatefor  War  [Surrey,  Guildford]. 

Aldershot  Review — Accommodation  for 
Members  of  Parliament  at,  July  7, 
1525. 

Ammunition — Use  of  Black  Powder  by 
Artillery  other  than  that  on  Indian 
Establishment,  Difficulty  of  obtaining 
Satisfactory  Smokeless  Blank  Car- 
tridge, July  g,  1183. 

Army. 

Canteens. 

Alleged  proposal  to  recommend 
Canteens  to  deal  with  the  Co- 
operative Union  Stores,  No 
truth  contained  in  Statement, 
June  gg,  69. 

Management  of,  under  New 
Rules — Powers  of  Regimental 
Commanding  Officers,  July  t, 
1181. 

Clothing  Contractor— Alleged  Evasion 
of  Fair  Wage  Clause  by,  Further 
Details  requested,  June  g9,  787. 

Officers  in  South  Africa  —  Field 
Allowance  disallowed  to  Officers 
in  well-equipped  Huts,  June  39, 
787. 

Rations  destroyed  in  South  Africa — 
Value  deetroyed,  Firms  Supply- 
ing Rations,  Inquiry  in  process, 
J)ine  gi,  381. 
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Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon-  St.  John— «on<. 

Army — cont. 

Recruiting — Number  of  Reeiuits 
enlist  since  March,  1903,  for 
Infantry  of  the  Line,  Number 
of  Specials,  etc,  June  SO, 
919. 

Schoolmasters  —  Promotions  to  In- 
spectorships, No  Alteration  of 
Svstem  of  Selection  contem- 
plated, June  Si,  379. 

Cape  Ragging  Case. 

Alleged  Breach  of  Parole  by  Officws, 
Action  of  Commander-in-Chief 
with  regard  to,  July  6, 1386. 

Form  of  Charges  on  which  Officers 
were  tried.  Charges  framed  by 
Judge  Advocate-General  July, 
6,  1389. 

Submission  of  Documents  in  con- 
nection with  Civil  Action  of 
Mr.  Stanford  to  War  Office, 
Charges  of  Indecency  contained 
therein,  July  6,  1380w 

Clothing  and  Food  sent  to  Troops  in 
South  Africa  daring  1901-1902, 
Value  of,  JutteSO,  918. 

Lyddite  Shells  at  Woolwich  —  None 
Suspected  of  being  in  a  Daneeroos 
Condition,  Cause  of  Woolwich  Ex- 
plosion under  Investigation,  July  !, 
1183. 

Military  Stores  sent  to  South  Africa- 
Value  of,  in  1901,  1902,  Amount 
exceeding  Normal  Expenditure,  Jum 
g6,  666. 

Military  Works  Bill  —  Date  of  Intro- 
duction, Julys,  1261. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range  —  Poetponemeot 
of  Construction  (rt,  until  tne  Royal 
Commission  on  Militia  and  Volnn- 
teet«  has  Reported, /u/y  ?,  1181. 

"Ragging"  in  the  Army— No  further 
Orders  other  than  the  Army  Act  and 
Regulations  considered  Neressary, 
for  Prevention  of,  JuTie  g9,  786. 

Retired  Army  Officers,  Re-employment  of, 
in  future  Wars,  Report  not  Complete, 
June  gi,  380. 

Royal  'Array  Medical  Corps  —  Proposed 
Equalisation  of  Allowances  of  Cap- 
tadns  and  Lieutenants,  Impossibility 
of  Granting  Conoession,  July  6,  1389. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition  —  Situa- 
tion in  Somaliland,  Operations  of 
Colonel  Cobbe,  etc,  June  2i,  Si. 

South  African  Field  Post — Missing  Reen- 
tered Letter,  No  Compensation  toM 
paid  for  loss,  June  S9,  789. 

Tobacco  Retnmed  from  South  Africa- 
Amount  for  Sale,  Faciliti^  given  to 
traders  wishing  to  offer  tenders,  etc, 
Jtdy  1,  1021. 

Training  of  Troops  in  Scotland  —  Land 
round  Stobs  Castto,  Hawick,  available 
for  Military  Training,  Area  of.  Ne- 
gotiations for  Increase  of,  etc.,  July 
6,  1386. 
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Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  301x0.— coat. 

Volunteer    (Quartermasters  —   Honorary 
Rank  Kr.tnted  to,  after  ten  yean'  sei- 
vioe,  Jrme  SO,  917. 
Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Explosives,  Manufacture  of — Regula- 
tioas  with  rdgard  to,  Jume  SO,  920. 

Hospital  —  Proposed  Erection  of 
Hospital  in  Vicinity  of  Danger 
Zone,  No  Necessity  for  Carrying 
ont  Proposal,  Junt  S4,  382. 

Lyddite  Committee,  Names  of  Men- 
bers  of,  July  0,  1390. 

Pay  of  Persons  absent  throngb  Injury 
in  Consequence  of  Explosion, 
Jwlf/  S,  1201. 

Wages  in  the  Danger  Zone — Amend- 
ment of  System  of  Payment 
under  Consideration,  Jutie  Si, 
384. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Explosion. 

Coroner's  Jury's  Verdict  —  Kecom- 
raendations  contained  in  Kider, 
under  Consideration,  JtUy  6, 
1390. 

Lyddite  Workers — Basis  of  payment 
of,  Number  of  Men  working  in 
Sheds  at  time  of  recent  ExpU- 
sion,  Kate  of  Wages,  July  t,  U82. 

Previoas  Explosion,  Cause  of — Cause 
of  Recent  Lyddite  Explosion 
under  Investigation,  July  6,  1391. 

Widows  and  Families  of  Victims — 
Scheme  of  Compensation  drawn 
up  in  Accordance  with  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  Ji(n«  £g, 
69. 

Brooghty  Ferry  Qas  Provisional  Order 
Oonflrmation  Bill 
l.2R.*JulvS,  1248. 
•iR.'July7,  1499. 

Bmshmakinc 

see  Home  Office — Factories. 

Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee^ 
June  tS,  361 ;  July  S,  1302.  ^ 

Bochanan,  Mr.  [Perthshire,  E.]  '^ 

Army  Officers  in  South  Africa— Fi||U 
Allowance  Disallowed  to  Olficers  in 
Temporary  Hats,  June  i9,  787. 

Finance  Bill  (CommiUee),Junete,  187, 188, 

Germany  and  Canada — Action  of  Germany 
in  placing  Canada  on  General  Tariff, 
Statement  of  Views  of  British  Grovem- 
ment  at  Colonial  Conference  or  else- 
where, June  SS,  83. 

Military  Works  Bill -Date  of  Introduc- 
tion, July  S,  1261. 

Naval  Expenditure— Colonial  Contribu- 
tion to,  July  t,  1288. 

Naval  Work!  (Conwlidated  Fond),  /itfo  9, 
1266, 1878,  1974. 

Navy— Work  of  the  Controller  of  the, 
July  t,  1884, 
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Bull,  Mr.  [Hammersmith] 

Army  Canieens— Alleged  Proposal  to  Re- 
commend Canteens  to  Deal  with  the 
Co-operative  Union  Stores,  Truth  of 
Statement  with  regard  to,  June  ig, 
69. 

Borgess  Hill  and  St.  John's  Oommon  Oas 
Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Bnrghdere,  Lord 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill, 
June  SS,  214. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  SB,  511. 

Boms,  Mr.  John  [Battersea] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  gS,  346,  359 ;  July  3,  1299. 

KeporiB  of  Facton  Inspectors— Insanitary 
Conditions  of  Life  led  by  Workers  in 
English  Factories,  Comparison  with 
Germany,  Lead-poiaouing  Question, 
Necessity  for  Inspection  of  Under- 
ground Bakehousos,  June  gS,  596. 

Bnrt,  Mr.  [Morpeth] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  gS,  300, 
303. 

Bnrtonport  and  Letterkenny  Bailway 
Delay  on  Lme  on  June  22nd,  Resulting  in 
Passengers  losing  Steamboats  at  Lon- 
donderry,   Compensation  to  delayed 
Passengers,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  MFadden  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  6, 1385. 

Delays  and  Breakdowns  on  Line — Inquiry 
into  Working  of  Line,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  MFadden ;  A.  .Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  a,  1384. 

Inadequate  Accommodation  on — Action  of 
Board  of  Works. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Fadden ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  6,  1403. 

Train  Delays  at  Bnrtonport  on  June  22nd, 
23rJ,  24th,  Action  of  Board  of  Works 
with  regard  to. 
Q.   iSt.  H.   Law;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  ts,  14U0. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill 
/.  3b.*  Jtay  6,  1322. 
c.  1H.»  July  6, 1370. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business. 

Acland- Hood's,  Sir  A.,  Statement, 
June  gg,  192 ;  Replies  to  Ques- 
tions, June  gS,  657  ;  Statementof 
Bosineas,  June  96,  720 ;  Kepiies 
to  Questions,  June  SO,  929 ;  July 
7.1682. 

Balfour's,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Statements  and 
Anawen  to  Qneitioiu,  June  ga, 
268  :  JunetS,  816  \  July  t,  1190 ; 
Jvdy  6, 1417. 

8L  liSgtizedbyV^OOgle 


But— Oan] 


INDf':X. 

Jutw  2i—July  7. 


Vol.  124. 


Butcher,  Mr.  lYork] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committer).  June  24,  405, 
406,  407,  420,  472,  47.S,  475,  476  ;  June 
S9,  839,  840,  887,  888 ;  June  30,  934, 
947,  948,  968,  970.  973,  975,  979,  983, 
984,  985,  986,  987,  988,  990,  991  ;  July 
1,  1059,  lOtSO,  1062,  1063,  1075,  1070, 
1077,  1102,  1104,  1108,  1109;  July  6, 
1424,  1427,  1428, 1443. 1459,  1460, 1461, 
1462,  1463,  1467,  1474  ;  July  7,  1613. 

Butter 

Irish  Butter  Tra<Je — Delays  in  Delivery 

of  Saltlesri  Batter  from  Limerick,  in 

Eoglivnd,  Comi^ints  with  r^ard  to, 

Inquiry  propoaed. 

Q.   Mr.   Joyce ;   A.   Mr.    B.  Law, 

Jmie  SS,  83. 

Buxton,   Mr.    Sydney    [Tower    Hamlets, 
Poplar] 

Finance  Bill  (Commiltee),  June  SS,  166, 
178. 

Foreign  Imports  into  British  Colonies — 
"^tal  Imports,  Amount  consisting  of 
Manufactured  Goods,  July  6,  1375. 

Foreign  Imports  into  Crown  Colonies — 
Total  Imports,  Amount  consisting  of 
Manufactnred  Goods,  July  6,  1388. 

Foreign  Importo  into  India — Total  Im- 
ports, AniouDt  consisting  of  Manu- 
factured (xoods,  July  6, 1377. 

Malta,  Constitution  of — Alteration  of, 
alleged,  Grounds  for  Action,  June  SS, 
261. 

OaUnet 

Responsibilities  of— «ee  Inquiry  into  our 
Fiscal  system. 

Caldwell,  Mr-  James  [Lanarkshire,  Mid.] 

Bankers  (Ireland)  Act  Repeal  Bill,  July 
1,  1124. 

Incest  Bill  (Committee)  June  S6,  706. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  June  S6,  692. 

Naval  subsidies  for  Cruisers— Contracts 
with  Canadian  Pacific  and  P.  and  O. 
Companies  —  Competition  German 
Vessels,  July  t,  1216. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July  S, 
1279. 

Patent  Office  Extension  Bill,  Junt  gi, 
AS,!. 

Post  Office  Sites  (Recommitted)  BilL  June 
29,  896. 

Scotland. 

Education  —  Relief  of  School  Fees, 
Amounts  paid  per  year  from 
Various  Sources  from  1890-1903, 
Amount  standing  to  Credit  of 
fund,  June  gS,  48. 

Local  Taxation  Account  —  Amount 
paid  into  Account  to  March,  1903, 
Amount  paid  as  Grant  for  Relief 
of  School  fees  under  Education 
and  Local  Taxation  (Scotland) 
Act,  1892,  June  gS,  258. 
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Caledonian  Bailway  Order  Confirmation 
Bill 

I.  Sr.*  JuneS6,M&. 

Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Campbell,  Mr-  J.—Holicitor-General  for  Ire- 
land [Dublin  University] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  SO,  960, 
961  ;  July  1,  1076,  1076 ;  July  6, 1466, 
1475  ;  July  7,  1602,  1604. 

Campbell-Bannennan,   Bt.  Hon-   Sir  E- 
[Stirling  Buighsl 
Finance  Bill  {Conunittee),  June  tS,  136, 

180,  181. 
Irish  I.and  Bill  (Committee),  June  ti,  436, 

438. 
Naval  Works  Bill — Date  of  IntroductioD, 
June  S4,  384. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 
(Committee),  June  Si,  235. 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  S3, 243. 

Motor-cars  Bill,  July  7,  1507. 

Motor  Traffic,  Regulation  of— Date  of  In- 
troduction of  Bill,  Jwte  S5,  538. 

Canada 

Cattle  —  Restocking   of    South    African 
Farms,  AII^^l  Preference  given  to 
other  than    Canadian    Cattle,   Com- 
plaints from  Canadian  Government. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Jxdy  6,  1393. 

Fiscal    Position   of-^see   Imperial   Fiscal 

Policy. 
Food  Supply  from— *«e  Finance  Bill. 
Germany  and  Canadian  TarifiEs — Differeo- 
tiation  of  Germanyagainst  Canada, 
Representations  of  H.M.  Government 
to  Germany  on  Subject  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;  A.  Lord  Cranbonie, 
Jtme  84,  385. 
Import  Duties. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  SS,  85. 
Mail  Service— Galway  as  a  Port  of  Call, 
Making  Galway  a  Port  of   Call  for 
New   Transatlantic    Steamers     sub- 
sidised by  Canadian  Government,  Ne- 
gotiations with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.    Tnlly;    A.    Mr.  Austwi 
Chamberlain,  Jtdy  6,  1394. 
Militia,    Commandant  of — Mode  of  Ap- 
pointment  of  —  Correspondence    be- 
tween Governments  on  Subject  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;   A.  Ur.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  6,  1393. 

Royal  Declaration— Attitude  towards,  tee 

Royal  Declaration  BiU 
Trade. 

Action  of  Germany  in  placJng  Cinada 
on  Geneva  Tariff— 

Correspondenoe   between  British 

uid  German  Govomnents  on 

Subject  of— Laying  on  Table, 

propoaed. 

Q,  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  June  tS 
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Canada— con^ 

Trade — emit. 

Action  of  Germanr  in  placing  Canada 
on  Geneva  'tariff— cimi. 

Statement  of  Views   of    British 
Government  at  Colonial  Con- 
ference or  elsewhere. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;   A.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  June 

Differentiation   of  Germany  a^ain^t 

Canada,Hepresentation8  of  Canada 

to  H.M.  Government  on  Subject 

of. 

Q.  Mr.   W.  Redman;    A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain,   June  Si, 

384. 

Wheat 

Acreage   under   Wheat   Cultivation, 
AverM;e  yield  per  Acre. 
Q.  SirH.  Vincent;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  SS,  53. 

Exports— Proportion  of  Exports  of 
Canadian  and  not  United  States 
growth — Area  of  Land  Suitable 
for  Cultivation  of  Wheat  in 
Canada  and  United  States  respec- 
tively. 
Q.  SirH.  Vincent;  A.  Mr.  B. 
Law,  Jul)/  7,  1521. 

Canadian  Pacific  Company 

See  Navy. 

Canals,  Ireland 

Royal   Canal,   Condition  of — Complaints 
with  Regard  to.  Investigation  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  Kennedy ;   A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
Jwne-gS,  514. 

Canal  Traffic  Bill 

e.  1R.»  June  tS,  270. 

Cancer 

India — Cases  to  be  recorded  Separately  in 
Hospital    and     Dispensary    Returns, 
Decision  with  regard  to  proposal. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, J-une  15,  563. 

Canterbury,  Lord  Archbisop  of 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingbant 
Bill,  June  112,  34. 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham 
Bul  (Committee),  June  £6,  650,  661. 

House  and  Friendly  Societies,  June  S3, 

247, 249. 
Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  S5,  604. 

Cardiff  Sailway  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  Julys,  1256. 

Oarew,  Mr-  J.  Lawrence  [Meath,  S.] 

Irish  Income  Tax  Collectors — Loss  of 
Emoluments  under  Irish  Land  Bill, 
Introduction  of  Scheme  6f  Compensa- 
tion, proposed,  June  t9,  806. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Commitue),  June  Si,  426. 
1!» 
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Carmarthensliire  Electric  Power  Bill 

<r.  2r.*  Cmn*  June  g9,  766. 
Rep.*  July  7,  1518. 

Carrington,  Earl 

Allotments  (London)  Bill,  July  7,  1508. 

Imperial    Yeomanry  —  Re<nnieBt<i    below 
strength.  Number  oii  June  2.9,  760. 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment)  London  Bill 
July  7, 1513. 

Carson,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  U,- Solicitor- 
General  [Dublin  University] 

Incest  Bill  (Committee),  June  S6,  699,  704, 
705. 


Innkeepers'   Liability 
June  S6,  707,  712. 


Bill    (Committee), 


Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  SO,  967, 
982. 

Oastlebar 

Prison  Governorship — Appointment  from 
Rank»  of  Prison  Service,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  O'Kelly;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  80,  926. 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Aimagb  Bail- 
way  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill 
c.  2R.*  C<m.*  July  6,  1369. 

Oanston,  Mr.  B.  K-  [Southwark,  W.] 

London  County  Council  By-law  Relating 
to  Vehicles — No  Conference  arranged 
between  Parties  interested  in.  Ex- 
pediting Matters,  proposed,  June  SO, 
915. 

Cavan 

LandCommissionSittiflgBat — Infreqnency 
of,  alleged. 
Q.  m.  S.  Young ;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  SS,  50. 

CaTendish,  Mr.  V.  [Derbyshire,  W.] 

House  of  Commons — Ventilation  Com- 
mittee, Publication  of  Report,  July  7, 
1521. 

Motor-cars  in  Hyde  Park — Regulation  of 
Speed  of.  Concerted  Action  of  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  and  the  Police 
Authorities,  June  S9,  792. 

Public  Buildings  in  London — Date  of 
Completion  of,  June  SB,  546. 

Serpentine  -Bathing  Shed  not  to  be 
Erected,  June  S4,  377. 

Cawley,  Mr-  P.  [Lancashire,  Prestwich] 

South  African  Constabulary. 

Reduction  in  Number  of — Dismissal 
without  Adequate  Compensation, 
alleged,  Further  Compensation, 
proposed,  July  S,  1184. 

Terms  of  Enlistment  for  1901,  July  6, 
1389. 

Oayser,  Sir  Charles  IBarrow-in-Fumess] 
Naval  Subsidies,  Abolition   of,   July  S, 
'2^^  Digitized  by  V^UUy  It: 
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Cecil,  Mr.  Evelyii  [Aston  Manor] 

NavaL   ISul»idie<>,    Abolition  of,  July  S, 

1217. 
Rifle  Praotioe— EneottTAgement  of  Shoot- 
ing from  the  Saddle,  propoaed,  June 
tS,  540. 

Cecil,  Lord  Hngll  [Greenwich] 

County  CourU  J  arisdiction  Extension  Bill, 
June  S6,  666. 

Fioanue  Bill  (C'lmmittet),  June  ti,  91,  02, 
135 ;  June  S3,  296. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill  {Committee), 
June  36,  712. 

Chamberlain,  St.  Hon.  Ansten— -^o^'"*"*^- 
GeneruU  [  >Voroe«ter8iiire,  E.] 

Canadian  Militia,  OommanUant  of — Mode 
of  Appoinimentoi— Proposed  Amend- 
lueuis  of  i>uiDinion  Militia  Act,  Dis- 
cussion ot,  wit>k  Canadian  Guveru- 
luent,  July  6,  1393. 

Ireland. 

Mail  Service,  Comber— Proposed  De- 
spatch ot  Evening  Mail  by  Train 
bearing  Euglisa  Mail  from  MeW- 
townaras — ^ini^uiry  to  be  made, 
JuneilS,^/^. 

Postal  Urder  Business. 

Issue  of  Iri^h  Postal  Orders  with 
Separute  Series  oi  Numbers 
and  of  Uisiiiictive  Colour — 
Unnecessary  Complication  of 
System,  July  1,  1U28. 

Transfer  from  London  to  Dublin, 
July  1, 1U2«. 

Post  Office. 

Employees. 

Belfast  and  Portadown  — 
Number  and  Ueligious 
Belief  of  Members  of 
Staff,  June  H4,  37S. 

Limerick — Unpaid  Learners, 
Abolition  of — Number  of 
Male  and  Female  Learn- 
ers, ./u/y  6,  1411. 

Keadue — Business  Carried  on  on 
Licensed  Premises — Inquiry 
-with  view  u>  pruvidiug  salt- 
able  AccommcHlatiou,  July  6, 
1411. 

Savings  Bank— Proposed  Trans- 
fer of  Accounts  from  L.>ndon 
to  Dublin,  June  io,  926. 

Mail  Service. 

Australia — Proposal  to  require  Vessel 

Owners 


wages 
June  IS,  652. 


to    pay 
to   Whites 


same   rate    of 
and  Coolies, 


Canadian  and  American  Mails  — 
Selection  of  Ualway  Harbour  as 
Terminal  Port  for,  Propoaal 
to  UeoelTC  Consideratiou  on 
oonolusion  of  a  ne«r  Contract, 
Jun*  t»,  71. 
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Chamberlain,  Bt-  Bon.  Austen— «<>»<• 

Canadian  MaiU  —  New  Tranaatlantic 
Service,  Tenders  for,  Unsuccwsful, 
Juiy  6, 1394. 
Valentia  IsUind  Mails  —  Inquiry  into 
Arrangement  for  Speedier  Delivery  of 
letters  at  night,  July  6,  1410. 
Malta,  Italian  Language  in — Members  oi 
Council  in  Favour  of  Compulsory 
Use  of.  No  Opposition  ortered  to 
Return  of  Elected  Member  at  last 
Election,  June  t5, 562. 

Postal    Services  Committee  —  Proposed 
Representation  of  Employees,    June 

Post  Office. 
Employees. 

Bristol   Staff— Revision  of,  June 

n,  49. 

Postmen's  Rounds— Reduction  of 
Duty  of  Puetman,  ou  iu  Ex- 
ceeding the  Proper  Limit, 
July  6,  1370. 

Rural  Postmen- Distance  to  be 
Walked  per  Day  in  order  to 
be  Classitaed  as  Fall-time  Man, 
Distance  Altering  with  Cir- 
cumstanees,  July  6, 1379. 

Sorters  and  Official  Papers,  Peru- 
sal of  Papers  by  Sorters — 
Prevailing  Practice  with  Re- 
gard to,  Ju/y  6',  1378. 

General  Post  Ottioe,  Women  Clerk- 
ships in — Competitive  Examina- 
tions fur.  Length  of  Interval 
between  Examinatioua,  Interval 
smoe  lant  Examination,  iteason 
for  Length    of,   July    1,  1029. 

Southampton  —  Alleged  danger  of 
Selected  Site  for  New  Po^t  Office, 
June  S9,  780. 

Post  Omce  Savings  Bank. 

Comparison  between  Savings  of  the 
Working  Classes  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  Depositors  in  ihe  French 
and  British  Savings  i.anks.  Num- 
ber of,  July  «,  1171. 

Depositors  in  England  and  Ireland 
respectively.  Number  of,  June  SO, 
926. 

Poet  Office  Sites  (Recommitted)  Bill, 
June  eg,  896. 

Public  Holidays— June  26th  not  to  be 
made  a  Public  Holiday,  June  S6,  647. 

Sootland. 

Post  Office  Employees,  Glasgow. 

Clerical  and  Sorting  Duties,  Sort- 
ing Clerkaengi^;ed  ou  Clerical 
duties,  Propwed  Removal  lO 
Sorting  Office,  July  6,  1380. 

Revision  of  Indoor  Staff,  Date  of 
Promnlgating  Beinlt  on* 
certain,  July  8, 1880. 

South  African  Farnu,  Rwtocldag  of— ' 
Canadian  Cattle  not  Employed  for, 
Jvly  a,  1898, 
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Chunberlain,  Bt  Hon-  Austen— <-o»^- 

Sooth  AfricaD  Field  Poai — Missing  Regis- 
tered Lettero,  Cafe  of  Private  T. 
Edensof  the  Ist  Ar^le  and  Suther- 
land Highlanders,  Post  Office  not 
Responsible  for  Lo«8,  June  S4,  389. 
Telegraph  Service. 

Concessions  to  Operators  and  the 
Public— Proposed  Return  giving 
Annual  Expenditure  on,  June  IS, 
547. 

Employees. 

Central  Telr/raph  OUioe,  London 
— No  Holiday  given  to  Em- 
ployees on  Occasion  of  King's 
Birthday,  June  30,  916. 

Operators  in  London — Maximum 
Salary  of,  June  !5,  546. 

Telenhone  Ser>'ice— Telephone  Licences  to 
Municipalities  —  Municipalities  t" 
which  Granted,  and  Period  for  which 
Grant«d,  June  S9,  780. 

West  Indifs,  Grants  tc— Total  Cost  of> 
since  1897,  Present  Annual  Charge  to 
be  found  in  Estimates  for  Colonial 
Services,  July  6,  1392. 

Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  —  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Coloniei  [BinringhamiW.] 

Alaska  Bonndarv  Tribunal— Negotiations 
between  H.M.  Government  and 
Canada  and  United  States  for  Kp- 
newal  of  Reciprocity  Treatment, 
Suspension  of  Proceedings,  July  9, 
1185. 

Australia  —  Lord  Tennyson's  Term  of 
Office,  June  2g,  61. 

Beckman,  Dr. — Refusal  of  Permit  to  re- 
turn to  Pretoria,  June  SO,  920. 

British  Trade  with  the  Colonies— Amount 
of,  in  years  1846  and  1902,  June  gS, 
373. 

Canadian  Import  Duties,  June  gg,  85. 

Colonial  Conference,  Proceedings  of — 
ObjertioDB  made  to  full  Publication 
of.  Unlikelihood  of  Objectors  Modify- 
ing Views,  June  SS,  63. 

Colonial  Tariffs — Surrender  of  Power  to 
Frame  Customs  Tariffs  and  Altera- 
tion of  Practice  of  Self-Goveming 
Col'  ny  Adherinj!  to  Treaty  made 
by  H.M.  Government,  No  Suggestii  n 
made  with  Regard  to.  June  19, 
788. 

Foreign  Imports  into  Crown  Colonies — 
Impo!>8ibilitT  of  Compiling  proposed 
Return,  July  6,  1388. 

Garland,    Dr.,    Gallantry    of,    July  1, 

1024. 
Germany  and  Canada — Tariffs. 

Action  of  Germany  in  placing  Canada 
on  General  Tariff.  General  Refer- 
ence to,  Proceedings  of  the 
Colonial  Conference,  June  gg, 
83. 

Representations  to  H.M.  Govern- 
ment on  Snbj^t  of,  Junt  Si, 
384. 
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Chamberlain,  Bt-  Hon.  J.—cont. 

Guiana,  British  —  Coolie  Imniigration 
into.  Cost  of.  Statistics,  June  gg, 
55. 

Malta. 

Constitution  of  Malta — Reversion  to 
Constitntion  prevailing  previous 
to  1887,  Grounds  for  Change, 
June  gS,  261. 

Council  of  Malta — Date  of  Adjourn- 
ment, June  SO,  921. 

Northern  Nigeria — Military  Operations  in 
— Statement  of  situation,  June  ig, 
60 ;  July  6,  1387. 

South  Africa. 

Constabulary. 

Reduction  in  Number  of — Alleged 
Breach  of  A{,'reement  wilh 
regard  to  Dismissal  of  Men, 
Julyg,USi. 

Terms  of  Enlistment  for  1901  — 
Copy  <o  lie  placed  in  Library, 
July  6,  1389. 

Dynamite  Doty — Alleged  Creation  of, 
Dynamite  Monopoly,  June  2^,386. 

Kimberley  Diamond  Mines — Law  per- 
mitting Sale  of  Diamonds  by 
Detectives  to  Suspected  Persons, 
Introduction  of,  mto  Transvaal 
Legislative  Council  by  Govern- 
ment, June  Si,  387. 

Lendy  Estate,  Rhodesia— Sum  shown 
to  Credit  of  Estate,  Delay  in  for- 
waiding  it  to  Molhir  of  late 
James  McGowan,  Inquiry  to  be 
made, /u/2/£,  1184. 

Rebels — No  Rebels  detained  in  prison 
in  Natal  or  Cape  Colony,  July  g, 
1184. 

P.hodesia — Population   of,   June  g9, 

787. 
Schools — Proposed  Extension  of  Time 

devote<l   to  Study  of  Dutch  in, 

June  SO,  921. 

TransvaaL 

Diamond  Ordinance — Report  en 
not  received  from  Lord  Mil 
ner,  June  gg,  62. 

Dynamite,  Imposition  of  Duty  on 
Equalisation  of  Duties  on  De 
Beers  and  British  Dynamite  under 
consideration,  June  gg,  61. 

Straits  Settlements  Imi.orts — Percentage 
of,  as  stated  in  White  Paper  and 
Colonial  Report,  Alleged  Discrepancy' 
in  Statistics,  Explanation,  June  SO, 
922, 

Trinidad  Riots  Inquiry— Report  of  Com- 
mbsioners,  June  g4,  386 ;  July  S, 
1262. 

Tristan  da  Cunha  —  Removal  of  Inhabi- 
tants to  South  Africa^  Question  under 
consideration,  June  gg,  53. 

Wheat  Cultivation  in  Canada  and  Austra- 
lia —  Acreage     under     Cultivation, 
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Ohamberlayne,  Mr  T.  [Southampton] 

Postal  Servioas  Coiumittee — Repreaeiita 
tion  of  Employ eeH,  proposed,  June  \i2, 
49. 

Post  Office  at  Soathampton— Incon- 
venience of  Selected  Site— Diiiiger  to 
the  Public,  alleged,  June  S»,  780.    . 

Chuicellor  of  the  Dachy  of  Lancaster 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  W,d,;md. 

Chancellor  of  the  iSzcheauer 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritrhir. 

Channel  Squadron 

Gun  SigliU — M^AsnreH  for   Iiiiproveiiu;nl 
of. 
<?•     Mr.  Harmsworth ;    A.  Mr.  .Aniolil- 
For.ster,  Jul;/  2,  1175. 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  [Northamptonshire,  E.J 

Finance  Bill  {Commiltee),  June  Si,  143  ; 
June  2S,  323. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill  (CommiUu). 
June  .16,  711. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Contmittee),  June  Hi,  432, 

457,  486  ;  July,  1,  1097. 
Private  Members  Bills. 

Members  to  Carry  Bills  through  sub- 
sequent Stagas  after  Second 
Rittulingg  have  been  Obtained, 
proposed,  June  39,  814. 

Motion  for  Standing  Order  on  Subject 
of  ^ving  Precedence  to  Bills 
having  parsed  the  Second  KeadiD<; 
by  large  Majority,  Acceptance  of, 
proposed,  July  l\  1034. 

Railway  Rates,  Unfairness  of — Grievances 
of  Trader;) — Inactivity  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  July  g,  1240,  1241,  1212. 

St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate— Value  of  Bene- 
fice of.  Communications  betwrien 
Ecclesiastical  Commission  and  Binhop 
of  London  as  to  Surrender  of  pari  of 
Income,  Purpose  to  which  surrendered 
portion  would  be  applied,  July  7, 
1520. 

Chaplin,    Bt     Hon.    Henry   [Lincolnshire, 
Sleaford] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  ii,  90,  94, 
120,  138. 

Charing  Cross,  Eoaton,  and  Hampstnad 
Bailway  Bill 

/.  ^R.*  July  3,  12+0. 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Bailways 
Bill 

r.  2r.*  Com.*  July  (J,  1,368. 

Cheshire  Linos  Committee  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  JO,  m). 
3u.*  July  7,  1497. 

Chesterfield,  Earl  of 

Naval  Ctwlettihips— New  System  of,  Grant 
of  Nomination  for  Caiietships  under 
New  Scheme  of  Bntry,  Information 
requested,  July  6,  1356. 
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Children 

London  School    Children — Physical    and 
Mental  Condition  of.  Institution  of 
Inquiry,  propoeed. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 
June  St,  47. 

China 

Dalney — Levying  of   Customs  on  Goods 
landed  at. 
Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.   Lord    Cran- 
borne,  July  1, 1025. 

Ruasian  Agreement  with  China  in  refer- 
ence to  Manchuria  an  I  Niucbwang — 
Terms  of. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond  ;  A.    Lord 
Cranbome,  June  ,16,  554. 

Shantung     Railway,    Construction     of — 
Claim  of  Germany  to  Monopoly  of. 
Recognition  of  Claim  by  H.M.  Govern- 
ment. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Lord  Cranbome, 
June  39,  794. 

Squadron— Gun  Sights,  Recent  Alteration 
of. 
Q.      Mr.      Harmsworth ;    A.    Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  yu/y  ?,  1175. 

YanRt-xc  River  Railway— Constmction  of 
— Progress  o£  Negotiations  with  Re- 
gard bu. 
Q.  SirC.  Dilke ;  A.  Lord  Cranbome, 
June  S9,  794. 

ChnrchUl,  Mr.  Winston  [Oldham] 

County  Courts  .lurisdiction  Extension 
myjunete,  670. 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  St,  106. 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  S6,  685. 

Indian  Imports  on  Band  Inetrnments 
—Decision  with  regard  to,  July  t, 
1186. 

Militory  Lands  Bill,  June  S6, 694. 

Naval  Subsidies,  Jtdy  9,  1212,  1213, 
1220. 

Civil  Service 

Appointment  without  Certificate — Trea- 
sury Minute  Presented,  i/tinc  j!9,  723, 
770. 

Pensions  -Lint  of  Pensions  granted  during 
Year  ended  31st  March,  1903,  Pre- 
sented June  Sg,  40. 

Promotion  of  Holders   of  Minor  Posts — 
Treasury  Ruling  a^  to.  Cancelling  of 
Rule,  proposed. 
Q.    (.Colonel I  Wyndham-Quin ;    A. 
Mr.  Elliot,  July  6, 1.381. 

Retired  Allowances  Granted— Treasury 
Minute  Presented,  June  £?,  4,  40  ; 
July  6,  1323,  1371. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

see  Supply. 
Clancy,  Mr-  John  [Dublin  County,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S9,  818, 
812,  821,  8»4,  895  ;  June  SO,  971,  977, 
978,  979,  982,  986,  1002 ;  July  J.  1081, 
1082;  July  6,  1431,  1433;  July  7, 
1613,  1614.' 
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Clare,  County  ( 

Crime— Absenc*  of,  Withdrnwal  of  Pro- 
clamation of  certain  District*  under 
Criminal  Law  ami  .Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  proposed. 

Q.    m.    W.    Redmond;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  June  Zi,  394 ;  July 
1,  1030. 
Vandeleur    Estate  —  Settlement  created 
between  Landlord  and  Tenant  by  the 
Late  Lord  Russell. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndliam,  June  SS,  79. 

Claremorris 

Union,  Itetom  of  Valnation  of— Prepara- 
tion of  Similar  Returns  for  all  Unions 
in  Connautiht,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  0' Kelly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
June  So,  555. 

Cleveland  and  Durham  Connty  Electric 
Power  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  899. 

Cliffe  Creek 

Coastguard  Vessel  at — Inadequate  Accom- 
modation i-n.  Retention  of  Vessel  at 
Station,  NHCtssiiy  for. 
Q.  Mr.  SMJvensoii ;    A.  Mr.    I'rety- 
uian,  June  SS,  42. 

Clifford  of  Chadleigh,  Lord 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  25,  244. 

Clubs 

Registration  of — Number  of  Clubs  Regis- 
tered. 
Q.  Mr.    H.    Roberts ;    A.    Mr.    Akers 
Donglas,  June  i9,  792. 

Coal 

Exports  for  use  of  Royal  Navy,  Value  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.   Hobhouse;   A.  Mi.  Arnold- 
Forster,  June  SO,  919. 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries,  the  Colonies 
and  India — value  of. 

Q.     Ml.    0.    Hobhouse;      A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  1,  1022. 

Coal  Mines  (Certificates)  Bill 

c.  Lordt  Amendts.  con. '  June  SS,  368. 
/.  Royal  Asaent,  June  SO,  897. 

Coal  Tax 

tee  Finance  Bill. 

Coastal  Trade 

see  Reservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade. 

Coast-Ooards 

Cliffe   Creek    Coastguard  Vessel— Inade- 
qnate  Accommodation  oo.  Retention 
of  Vessel  at  Station,  Necessity  for. 
Q.  Mr.   Stevension ;  A.  Mr.   Prety- 
man,  June  St,  42. 

Cobden  Club 

see  Imperial  Fieoal  Policy. 
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Cocbranei  Hon.  Thomas  H. — Under-Secre- 
tary   of  State  for   Home  Department 
[Ayrshire,  N.] 
Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee) 
June  tS,  329,  361  ;  July  S,  K87,  1298. 
1311. 
Explosives   Act,    Inspection  under  —  In- 
creased Privileges  and  Pay  for  Metro- 
politan    Police     Force,    Birching   of 
tJoys  brought  before    Police  {^urts, 
June  SS,  640,  642. 

Coffee 

Duty  on. 
•  0.  Lord  Welby,  July  6, 1362. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S4,  428, 

432. 
Lead-Poisoning  in  the  Pottery  Trade,  De- 
crease of— Efforts  of  the  Manufac- 
turers to  meet  the  Home  Office,  June 
S5,  565,  571,  672,  .585,  600. 
Smallpox  in  North  Staflordshire,  Con- 
tinned  Prevalence  of — Accommodation 
at  Bagnall  Joint  Hospital,  Adequacy 
of,  June  SS,  263. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L-  [Islington,  E.] 

Finance  Bill  {Commtttee),  June  22,  161. 
Innkeepers'    Liability    Bill    (Commxltee), 

June  S6,  707. 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  1,  1094. 

fiftllingg,  fit  Hon.  Jesse  [Birmingham,  Bor- 
desley] 

Employment  of  Children  BiU  (Committee), 
June  SS,  328,  361 ;  July  S,  1286,  1296, 
1297,  1309,  1310,  1311,  1312,  1319. 

Inspection  of  Small  Trades— SaniUtion  of 
Workshops  —  Inspection  of  Brash- 
making— Protection  of  Small  Laun- 
dries, June  -'5,  577,  578,  579,  581,  582, 
583,  580,  587,  605,  606. 

Oolomb,  Sir  John  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Fish-Curing  Yards,  June  SS,  590. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  SS,  415, 
428,  433,  446,  464,  469,  483 ;  June  S9, 
826,  833,  847,  854,  855,  866,  885  ;  June 
SO,  9.36,  939,  946,  958,  970,  971,977, 
982,  992;  July  1,  1076,  1078,  1108, 
1110,  1119;  July  6,  1430,  1437,  1439, 
1440,  1447,  1492;  July  7,  1563,  1687. 

Land  Purchase  in  Ireland— Advances  for 
Purchase  of  Holdings,  Re  issue  of  Re- 
turn with  Certain  Alterations,  pro- 
posed, June  §9,  784. 

Laundries,  Application  of  Factory  Acts  to, 
June  25,  589. 

"Majestic,"  H.M.S.  —  Action  of  Vice- 
Admiral  during  Quarterly  Trial,  Order 
for  beer  to  be  served  to  engine-room 
men,  alleged.  Official  Report  with 
reference  to,  June  SS,  60. 

Naval  Subsidies,  Abolition  of,  July  S,  1218, 

1219. 
Naval  Works  Bill— Date  of  Introduction. 

JuneSS,  87. 
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Colonial  Conference 

tee  Imperial  Fincal  Policy. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary  o/SttUe — Kt.  Hon.  J.  Chamber- 

lain. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Onslow. 

Colonies 

Annual  Reports  Prefiented,  June  SO,  910. 

British  Imports  into— Value  per  head,  of 
Aggregate  population. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
..     July  e,  1177. 

British  Trad^  with  Colonies  —Amount  of, 
in  Years  1846  and  1902. 
Q.    Sir    H.    Vincent;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlun,  June  gf,  373. 

Colonial    Conference,    Proceedings    of — 

Objection.^  made  to  fall   PuRlication 

of,     Attempt   to     modify    Views  of 

Objectors,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  E.   Itobertson  ;  A.    Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  June  SS,  63. 

Crown  Colonies,  Imports  of  Foreign  Goods 
into — Total  Imports,  Amount  Consist- 
ing of  Manufactured  Goods. 

Q.  Mr.    S.    Buxton;    A.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  6,  1.388. 

Fiscal  Relations  >vith — tec  Imperial  Fiscal 
Policy. 

Foreign  Imports— Total  Imports,  Amount 
Consisting  of  Manufactured  Gcods. 
Q.  Mr.  8.  Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Lav, 
July  6,  1375. 

Imports  into — Of  Foreign  Manafactttres, 
during  last  Fire  Years,  Statistics  re- 
quested. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent ;  A.Mi.  B.  Law, 
July  g,  1176. 

Preferential  Duties  accorded  to. 
O.  Lord  Welby,  July  6, 1361. 

Relations  with — lee  Inquiry  into  our  Fiscal 
System. 

Trade  with  Unite<l  Kingdom,  other  British 

Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries  in 

Years  1890-1900— Laying  Statement 

on  the  Table,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.   Fuller  j   A.  Mr.  B.    Law, 

June  gS.  264. 

Oomb«r,  Ireland 

Mail  Service — Despatch  of  Erening  Mail 

by  Train  bearing  English  Mail  from 

Newtownards,  proposed. 

Q.   Mr.    T.    L.    Corbett;    A.   Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain,  June  gS, 

256. 

Conunerdal  Oas  Bill 

e.   Lordt   Amendmentt    con*    Jutte   gC, 

654. 
/.  3R.*  June  gg,  2. 

Royal  Assent,  June  30, 899. 

Oonunissionen  in  Lunacy 

tee  Lunacy  Aete  (Amendment)  London 
Bill. 
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Condon,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  [Tlpperaiy,  E.] 
Irish  Mayors  and  the  Judicial  Oath- 
Case  of  Mayor  of  Clonniel  declining 
to  take  the  Oath,  Decision  of  Court  of 
Law  on  Question,  proposed,  June  tt, 
82. 

Congested  Districts 
tee  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Congo  Free  State 

Communication     to    Sii^natories    of   tlie 
Berlin  Act  on  Subject  of— Countries 
to  which  Despatched. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
bome,  June  ^,  795. 

Consanguinity 
see  Incest  Bill. 

Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 
Extra  Police. 

Bruree,  Limerick. 
Qt.    Mr.  O'ShauKhnessy  ;    At.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Ju/y  6',  1409. 
Leitrim   Hill    and    Achonry,  Sligo— 
Withdrawal  of  Police,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.     O'Dowd;        A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  6,  1406. 

Numbers  on   Uniforms — Wearing  of,  by 
Constabulary    in    Country  Districts, 
proposed. 
Qt.    Mr.   S.    MacKeill;    At.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  99,  S04. 

Raphoe,  Conduct  at— Nature  of  Investiga- 
tion held  with  Regard  to. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  gg,  49. 

Royal  Irish  Academy,  Treasure  Trove 
nurchase  by — Amount  and  Number  of 
Wrchases  made  through  Medium  of 
the  Cunstabnlai7,  June  36,  664. 

Constahnlary.  Sonth  African 

Retftiction  in  Nnmber  of — Disiiiisyal  with- 
out Adequate  Cooipensation,  Alleged, 
Further  Compensation,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Lawley;    A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  g,  1184. 

Contempt  of  Court 

England— Case  of    Mr.   Lewis,    Inquiiy 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;   ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  H,  380. 
Ireland -Law  Relating  to  Contempt  of 
Court. 
Facilities   for   Introducing    Bill    to 
Amend  present  Law. 
q.    Mr.    O'Dowd;       A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  6,  1410. 
Imprisonment  for  Unlimited  Temti 
Amendment   of  Law,    proposed. 
Q.     Mr.     O'Dowd;     A.     Mr. 
Atkinson,  June  gS,  284. 
Contracts  (India  Office)  BiU 

Consideredin  Comtnittee  [H.I,],  Juue  16, 
652. 
Parliament — Supervision  by,  652. 
Ruleij    and     R^Bfulations— Suggested 
Publication,  602.    yit.' 
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Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill 
/.  Sr.«  July  g,  1169. 

OoOperative  Unions 

ArniT  Regulations— Free  Advertisement 
tor  Co-Operative  Unions,  in. 
Q.  Sir  £.  Sassoon  ;    A.   Mr.    Brod- 
rick,  June  $4,  382. 
Coffee 

Duty  on. 
0.  Lord  Welby,  July  6,  1364. 

Oorbett,  Mr.  T.  L-  [Down,  North] 

Ireland. 

Comber  Mail  Service — Despatcli  of 
Kveoing  Mail,  by  Train  bearing; 
English  Mail  from  Newtownar  >', 
proposed,  June  93,  255. 

School     Children— Exemption     C^e  • 
tiBcates,     Arrangements      wi'h 
Regard  to,  June  S3,  258, 
Cork 

Assizes  —  Case  of  Rev.  V.  Mojre, 
Memorial  of  Medical  Witm-s  i-.h  i-i 
Pa  our  of  Mo.T^,  Favourable  C-m- 
sideration  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyud- 
hara,  June  39,  806. 

Labourers'   Allotments — Delay    in    Pro- 
viding       Allotments,        Expe'iling 
Completion  of  Scheme,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Sheehan;    A.    Mr.   Wynd- 
hani,  June  33,  266. 

Model  Schools. 

Adniis.sion  Refused  to  Officials  of 
Cork  Technical  (n^tinction 
Comm'ttee  by  National  Education 
Commissioners,  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam,  July  7,  153. 
Meeting  of  Commis.'iionerB  of  National 
Eilucation — Result  of,  with   Re- 
gard lo  Occupation  of  Oirk  Mo<lel 
Schools  by  Technical  (;omii)ilt«*e 
— Sending  Inspector  to  meet  (Ji  m- 
iiiittee    with   view  to  arranging 
Dispute,  proposed. 
Q$.    Mr.     Flynn ;     Ab.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  39,  80*. 
Police  Inquiry — Imposition  of  Fine  on  Mr. 
Rionlan  for  refusing  to  lie   examined. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  (VBrieii ;   A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  6,  1402. 

Cora  Tax 

see  Finance  Bill. 
Coronation  Oath 

tee  Roynl  Declaration  Bill. 
Cotton  Cloth 

tee  Home  Office. 

Cotton  Industry 

American  Colton  Comer — Effect  on  Eng- 
lish Manufactnres,  Conference  be- 
tween Governments  to  consider  Intro- 
duction of  International  L^islation 
for  Control  of  Grambling  m  Food 
Stub,  etc.,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  B.Law,y«/y 
J,  1026. 
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Connty  Councils 

England  and  Wales — Total  Indebtedness 
of,  in  March,  1903,  Return  ordered, 
June  Si,  372. 
Ireland  —  Acconntu,      Issue     by     Local 
Government  Board  of  form  of  Ledger 
suitable  for  altered  requirements  of 
County  Councils,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Jidy  7,  1629. 
Money  borrowed  by— f«e  Education  (Bor- 
rowing) Bill. 

County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 

Cintidered  in  CommiUee,  June  23, 225. 

Borough   Funds  Act — Machinery  of, 
234. 

Committee — Appointment  of,  226, 230, 
233. 

Debt  of  Local  Authorities,  226. 

Government — Attitude  of,  227,  237. 

Local  Authorities—Power  of,  226,230. 

London    County    Council  —  Special 
Powers  of,  236,  237. 

Municipal  Trading  —  Encouragement 
of,  228,  231. 

Owners  and   Ratepayers  —  Proposed 
Meeting  of,  23.9. 

Ratepayers— Position  of,  226, 233, 234 
^,236. 

United  Property  Owners  and  Rale 
payers'  Association  —  Resolution 
of,  226. 
;.  3R.*Julyg,  1169. 

Oounly  Courts   Jurisdiction   Extension 
BiU 

e.  3k.  June  g6,  685. 

Debate  on  3r.  [H.C],  June  S6,  665. 

Adjournment  of  Cases — Question  of, 

666. 
Costs  of  Small  Suitors— Etfect  of  Bill 

on,  666,  667,  672. 
Expenditure— Probable,  673,  683. 

Judges -- Position  and   Salaries  of, 
668,  674,  682. 

Small  Suitors— Position  of,  666,  671, 

677. 
Trade— Effect  on  County  Court  Work, 

668,  675. 
/.  lB.»J'i/n««9,  724. 

Craig,  Mr.  Charles  [Antrim,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  S9,  830 ; 
July  1,  1122. 

Craig.  Mr-  Hunter  [Lanark,  Govan] 

Wheat  and  Flour  Exoorts  from  India- 
Ports  from  which  and  lo  which 
shipi>ed.  Quantities  Exported,  June 
20,003. 

Cranborne,  Lprd — Under  Secretary  of  State 
ft/r  Fiireign  Affairs  [Rochester] 
British  Central  Africa,  Land  Concessions 
in  —  Conditions  under  which    held, 
Jidy6,  1395.  ogtized  by  V^UOV  It: 
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Oranbome,  Lord— <»»/. 

British  Treaty  Rights  with  Foreijni 
Coantries  —  Papers  to  be  laid  on 
Table,  giving  luformation  with  re- 
gard to,  June  li,  64. 

China. 

Customs — Free  entry  of  Gooda  landed 
at  Dalney,  Present  System  of, 
Jvly  J,  1025. 

Manchuria  and  Niuchwang— A(free- 
iiient  between  Russia  and  China 
with  reference  to,  June  S5,  554. 

Shantnng  Railway,  Construction  of— 
Attitude  of  British  and  Qerman 
Governments,  June  29,  794. 

Yangtse  River  Railway,  Conxlruclion 
of — Negjtiatious  not  yet  com- 
plete, June  29,  794. 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Great 
Britain  and  Foreign  Powers — Retnrii 
giving  Most-favoured-Nation  Claa3o< 
in  such  Treaties,  to  be  granted,  June 
22,96. 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Foreign 
Countries  giving  reduced  Tariff 
Charges— Proposed  Return  of,  Diffi- 
culty of  Compiling  such  a  Return, 
JtUy  I,  1019. 

Commercial  Treaty  with  Germany,  De- 
nunciation of — Circulation  of  t*aper8 
with  reference  to,  at  early  Date,  June 
tS,  67. 

Congo  Free  State  —  Communication  to 
Signatories  of  the  Berlin  Act  on  sub- 
ject of.  Terms  of  Communication  not 
Finally  Settled,  Junttd,  795. 

English  Benedictines  in  France — Seizure 
of  Property  at  Douai,  Endeavours 
of  British  Amba-ssador  at  I'aris  to 
secure  considarata  Treatment  for 
Expelled  English  Sahjects,  June  22, 
67. 

Er7.eroum — Alleged  Kurdish  Atrocities  at. 
No  Report  received  with  regard  to — 
Inquiries  in  progress,  June  29,  793. 

Germany  and  Canada — Tariffs,  Differen- 
tiation of  Germany  against  Canada — 
Papers  to  be  laid  on  the  Table,  June 

(ireek  Currant  Monopoly  —  I^oposed 
EstabHsbment  of.  Protest  of  H.M. 
Government,  June  2$,  388. 

Income  Tax  in  France,  Imposition  of — 
Basis  of  Calculation,  Jttly  6,  1375. 

.lapanese  Army,  British  Attach^  to — No 
Arrangements  made  with  regard  to, 
July  6,  1396. 

Malte-te  Language  Qnestion — Suppression 
of  Teaching  or  Use  of  Italian  in 
Malia,  No  recent  Communications 
Ijetween  British  and  Italian  Govern- 
ments on  Subject  of,  June  t9,  793. 

Maritime  Law — Great  Britain  and  Bel- 
gium, Proposed  Submission  ol  Draft 
Treaties  to  Diplomatic  Conference, 
Attitude  of  H.M.  Crovemment  to- 
tvards  Proposal,  July  6,  1376. 
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Oraaborae,  Lord— «on^ 

Morocco — Cape  Juby. 

British  Interests  at — No  Official  In- 
formation received  with  regard 
to  Private  French  Expedition  to 
district,  June  SS,  68. 

Factory— Terms  oi  Agreement  be 
tween  British  and  Moorish 
Government  as  to,  Attitude  of 
Spanish  Government  with  regard 
to  the  Cape  Juby  Expedition, 
June  2t,  .389. 

North  Sea  Fi^dieries— EstAblishment  of 
Communication  with  Faroe  Isl&ods 
and  Iceland  by  means  of  WirHless 
Telegraphy,  Questiou  to  be  Considered, 
June.  25,  554. 

St.  Gall,  Switzerland — Vice-Consul  at. 
Appointment  of  a  Swiss  to  Office, 
June  29,  795. 

Servia,  Revolution  in — Attitude  of  the 
British  Government,  Capacity  in 
which  British  Minister  Remains  at 
Belgrade,  Protection  of  British  Kab- 
jects,  etc.,  June 22,  64. 

TaritT  Wars  between  Foreign  Countries— 
Reports  on,  June  £4,  377. 

Uganda  Railway,  Management  of — In- 
tentions of  H.M.  Government  with 
regard  to.  Papers  to  be  laid  on  Table, 
June  S6,  663. 

Wainia  Arbitration — Compensation  Money 
received  from  French  Government, 
June  SS,  49. 

Crombiei  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

Training  of  Troops  in  Scotland — Area  of 
Land  round  Stobs  Castle,  Hawick, 
available  for  Military  Training, 
Nnnilwr  of  Troops  to  be  exercised 
during  July,  etc.,  July  6, 1386. 

Wheat  in  Germany — Duty  on  and  IMce 
of,  as  Compared  with  English  Prices, 
July  6,  1375. 

Crooks,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Ophthalmia  in  Metropolitan  Schools — 
Number  of  Infected  Children,  Medical 
Examination,  proposed,  June  S9, 
796. 

Police,  Treatment  of — Necessity  for  more 
Re'^t  Days,  Storage  and  Management 
of  Explosives,  Precautions  against 
Acoident-s  June  SS,  637. 

Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Explosion. 

Coroner's  Jury  Verdict,  July  6, 
1390. 

Pay  of  Persons  Absent  through 
Injury,  July  S,  1261. 

Hospital  —  Erection  of  Hospital  in 
Vicinity  of  Danger  Zone,  pro- 
posed, June  ^4,  382. 

Wages  io  the  Danger  Zone — Amend- 
ment of  System  of  Payment, 
proposed,  June  24,  384. 
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Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
BiU 

c.  con*  June  26,  655. 

Omelty  to  Animals  Act 

see  Home  Office — Vivisection. 

Oollinan,  Mr.  J-  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Irish  Lind  Bill  {Covimittee),  June  30,  958  ; 
Jul}/  1,  1063. 

Oonard  Company 

su  Navy 

Cnsack  Estate,  Longford 

Tenants  deprived  uf  Future  Tenancies  on 
Account  of  Ueceiver  failing  to  agree 
with  them  as  to  Temis  of  Purchane, 
Kepreseutations  to  Receiver,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyml- 
ham,  June  S9,  802. 

Customs  Department 

Assistant  Clerks,  Annual  Leave  of — Pro- 
posed    Increase— Keconsideratiou    of 
Treasury  Decision,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.    C.    Hay;    A.    Mr.   Elliot, 
July  6,  1382. 

Promotion — Method  of  Selection  of  Officers 
for  Upper  Section  of  Preventive 
Officers,  and  Higher  Posts  of  Water-' 
guard  Department. 

Q.  Colonel  Sadler;  A.  Mr.   Elliot, 
June  S9,  781. 

Watchers,  Salaries  of— Extension  of  In- 
creased Salary  to  Men  Joining  Service 
since  1896,  proposed. 
Q.  Captain  Nortim  ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
June  24,  375. 

Customs  Duties 

Increase  on,  as  Shown  in  Budget  State- 
ment, To  what  Items  due. 
Q.    Mr.   Black;    A.    Mr.   Kitchie, 
June,  SS,  69. 

Report  of  Committee  of  1840— Reprinting 
and  Dislribution  to  Members  at  Eiriy 
Date,  proposed. 

Q.   Mr.   Goddard;    A.   Mr.    Elliot, 
June  SO,  923. 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2b.*  Com.'  July  1,  1616. 

Death  Duties 

see  Finance  Bill. 

Defective  or  Epileptic  Children 

see  Elementary  Education  Amendment 
BUI 

Delany,  Mr-  W,  [Queen's  County,  Ossory] 

Dispensary  Appointments,  Ireland — Reso- 
Intiou  of  Irish  Medical  Association 
with  regard  to  Acceptance  of  Appoint- 
ments by  Medical  Practitioners,  June 
^9,  800. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CommUtee),  June  S9,  831. 
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Delany,  Mr.  W.—eont. 

Land  Judge's  Court  Estates — Grant  of  Re- 
turn, June  SO,  918. 

Maryborough  Prison  Staff,  Discontent 
aniOD'^ — Establishment  of  Court  for 
Trial  of  Breaches  of  Prison  Rules,  pro- 
u>sed — Transfer  of  Chief  Warder 
Walsh  to  Cork,  June  S9,  799. 800. 

Medical  Officers,  Ireland  —  Salaries  of, 
Treasury  Recoupment  in  aid  of  Sala- 
ries to  lie  Increased  in  Event  of  S  ila- 
ries  being  raised,  Jwie  £9,  798. 

Denbigh,  Earl  of 

Irish  I,and  Purchase,  July  3,  1248. 

Advances  to  Tenant«  under  Land  Patthase 
Acts — Total  Amount  of  Repayment 
made  by  Purchasers — Return  toa-lie 
Granto*,  July  3,  1248. 

Denny,  CoL  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 
"Minerva"  and    "  Hyacinth  "—Cost    of 
Repairs,  etc.,  July  6,  1391. 

Railway  Development  in  India — Re[)ort  of 
Mr.  T.  Robertson  oo.  Laying  on 
Tableof,  ^t«/yf,  1174. 

Sugar. 

Bounties — Average  Bounty  paid  by 
Germany,  Austria,  and  France 
dnring  last  Five  Yeiira,  June  S9 

772. 

Prices  of— Averaije  Price  of  Sugar 
during  last  Five  Years,  Present 
Price  of  Sugar,  etc.,  June  S9,  772. 

Wheat. 

Import  Duty  in  France,  Amount  of 
—Price  of  Wheat  in  France  as 
Compared  with  Great  Britain, 
Julys,  1175. 

Imjrorts  into  Germany  —  Duty  on, 
Price  of  Wheat,  Comparison 
with  British  Prices,  July  7,  1522. 

Derhy  Qas  Bill 

r.  2K.*  Com.*  June  :?9,  766. 

Devlin,  Mr.  C.  [Galway] 

Canadian  and  American  Mails— Selection 
of  Galway  Harbour,  as  Ter<i4inal 
Port  for,  Consideration  of  Representa- 
tions with  Regard  to,  in  Future  Con- 
tracts, proposed,  June  S^,  71. 

Cana-lian  Militia— Mode  of  Appointment 
of  Commandant  of — Correspondence 
between  Govemmente,  July  6,  1393. 

Galway  and  the  Marine  Works  Act  Grant 
—Amount  already  Expended  in  Bor- 
ough of  Galway,  Amount  of  Pro- 
posed Expenditure,  June  iZ,  80. 

Galway  City — Government  Expenditure 
in,  during  last  three  years,  June  SS, 
267. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CommtUee)  July  1,  llOli 
1102;  J^M/y7, 1543. 

Railway  Rates,  Ireland  —  Excessive 
Charges,  July  6,  140U. 
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DevMn,  Mr.  0.— «<m<. 

South    African  Farmo,  Kestocking   of — 
Alleged  Preference   given  to  Cattle 
.    other  than    Canadian    Cattle,    Com- 
plaint* from  Canadian  Government, 
July  6,  1393. 

Deronport 

Garrison — RegimentJi  Stationed  at.  Con- 
nection of  with  Connty  of  Devonshire, 
Desirahility     of    Quartering   Devon- 
shire Kegiuent  in  Devonshire. 
Q.  Mr.  Lamliert ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Jvly  1, 1023. 

Deronshire,  Duke  ot—Lord  Praid$nt  of  the 
Cmtnctl. 

—Fiscal  System — Inquiry  into,  July  S,  1 145, 
1148,  1149,  1155,  1IV2,  1163,  1166, 
1167. 

Imperial  Fiscal  Policy,  June  19,  766,  756, 
768,  759. 

Malta—  Modification  of  Constitution  of. 
Papers  to  \w  laid  before  Parliament, 
June  es,  201. 

National  Standard  of  Physical  Health- 
Mode  of  Inquiry  into— Royal  Com- 
mission not  necessarily  the  best,  Time 
not  Ripe  for  Appointment  of  Inquiry, 
July  6, 1346. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties,  July 
6,  1366. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Jwie  iS,  618. 

Dewar,  Mr.  J.  [Inverness] 

Medical  Officers  in  Scotland  Accommoda- 
tion of.  Amendment  of  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  proposed,  Jum 
tt,  376.  ^^ 

Dewar  Sir  T.  [Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's] 
Gravel  Lane,  Wapping,  Peet  Office — In- 
convenience of  Site,  Negotiations  for 
Site  West  of  Wapping  Bridge,  July  i, 
1()2«. 

Licences  Refused  Renewal — Ibclusion  iu 
Return  of,  of  Licences  surrendered, 
June  24,  374. 

Dickson,  Mr.  0.  S.  SoliHtorGeneral  for  Seot- 
/afMf  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton] 

Motor-cars  in  the  Highlands,  Proposed 
Employment  of,  June  t6,  653. 

West  Fife  Coalfields — Insufficient  pro- 
vision for  Sanitation,  Stream  P<Uln- 
tion,  Inquiry  Ordered  —  Powers  of 
Local  Government  Board  over  Local 
Authorities,  June  iS,  73. 

Didcot.  Newbury  amd  Southampton  Bail- 
way  Bill 

c.  2k.*  Com.'  June  H,  369. 
Rep.*  ,/ttly^,  1256. 

Dilke.  Bt.  Hon-  Sir  0-  [Glouoestorshire, 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Ammunition — Use  of  Blank  Powder  by 
Artillery,  other  than  that  on  Indian 
Establishmeiit,  July  2,  1183. 
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Dilke,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  0-— <»»<• 

British  Central  Africa— Land  Coneeraions 
in.  Subject  to  British  Control,  Extent, 
Conditions  under  which  held,  etc, 
July  6, 1396. 

Cape  Juby,  British  Interest  at — Offidal 
Information  with    regard  to   alleeed 

grivate  French  Expedition  to  I>istrict, 
ettlement  of  Boundaries  of  Morocco 
— Attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment towards,  June  SS,  68. 

Chinese  Customs  —  Customs  on  Goods 
landed  at  Dalney,  levying  of,  July  1, 
1025. 

Commercial  Treaties  —  Most  -  fevooTed- 
Nation  Claure,  Attitude  of  British 
GJovemment  with  regard  to  Conten- 
tion of  United  States  that  Concessions 
granted  Conditionally  cannot  be 
Claimed  under  Clause,  June  fg,  46. 

Delhi  Manu-uvree — Use  of  Black  Powder 
At,  July  S,  1185. 

File  Cutting  Tra  e — Special  Rules  Arbi- 
tration, Result  of,  June  iS,  254. 

Lead  Poisoning  in  the  Pottery  Trade- 
Statistics  of  the  Annual  Report,  In- 
sanitary Conditions  of  Work  and 
illegal  hours  in  Fish-Cniing  Yarda, 
Rules  regarding  Jam-making,  Nece*- 
sit J  for  inquiring  into  rates  of  wages 
for  piecework  trades — Handing-over 
of  Factoiy  Inspectors'  Work  to  Local 
Anlhorities,  etc.,  June  S5,  558,  578, 
679,  610. 

Morocco — Cape  Juby  Factory,  Terms  of 
Sale  of,  to  Morocco,  Attitude  of 
Spanish  Government  with  r^ard  to 
the  Cape  Juby  Expedition,  June  14, 
389. 

Naval  Expenditure,  Effect  of  Russiaa  Tac- 
tics on  —  Appointment  of  Naval 
AHaehU,  July  t,  1202. 

Shartung,Railway  Construction  of—  Claim 
of  Germany  to  Monopoh  of,  Re<ogni- 
tion  of  Claim  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  June  t9,  794. 

Squire  v.  M 'Bride  and  Williams,  Case  of— 
Decision  with  ngard  to  SanctioniDg 
Apfea.\,July3,\Wi. 

Trinidad  Riots  Commission — Expeditiuf 
publication  of  Report  of,  propoaea, 
Julys,  1262. 

Truck  Act 

Deductions  firom  Wages  for  Supply  of 
Light  in  the  Iron  Plate  Triit, 
TiUiing  Case  under  Act  to  settle 
Question  of,  proposed,  June  A>, 
660. 

Proceedings  under — Decision  that  all 
PrtK^inas  nn^er  the  Truck  Art 
affecting  Persons  EmployMl  is 
Fe  ctories  must  be  undertaken  by 
Ini-pectors  of  Factories,  Appeal 
againbt  Decisimi,  Beault,  JumiS, 
255. 

Yan;:tfe  River  Railway,  Coi  struction  of 
-ProgreKK  of  Negotiations  with  legard 


to,  June  ."J,  704. 
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DUlon.  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Coininittee),  June  St,  405, 
418,  433,  434,  410,  441,  442,  443,  448, 
450,  470,  480,  482 ;  June  S9.  830,  838, 
839,  841,  8(2,  847,  862,  863,  8t>6,  871, 
873,  875,  877,  870,  881,  884,  888,  889, 
893,  895  ;  Juw  SO,  941),  9d2,  97d.  995, 
1000,  1009 ;  July  1,  1038,  104;<,  1040, 
105U,  1058,  1064,  1077,  1081,  1032, 
1095,  IIOO,  ilOJ,  nil  ;  July  6,  1422, 
1428,  1431,  1432,  1444,  1447,  1418, 
1451,  1452,  1456,  1474,  1486 ;  July  7, 
1650,  1563,  1564,  1575,  1583,  1856, 1587, 
1591,  1596,  1697,  ltK)7,  1609. 

M'Farlane'a  Estate,  Case  of — Transference 
of  from  Land  Jadge's  Court  to  Court 
of  Land  Commusioa,  Adjournment  of 
Explanation  of  Irregularities  com- 
mitted with  regard  to,  July  6,  1404. 

Dingle  Railway 

lixpen.>e  of,  Uelieving  l{atepayers  of. 
V.  Mr.  T.  O'Douuell ;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  June  U,  393. 

Diplomatic  and  Oonmilar  Service 

Switzerland— Vice-Consulate  at  St.  Gall, 
Appointment  of  Swiss  in  preference 
to  itritish  subject. 
Q.  Mr.  Wood ;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
June  id,  795. 

Diapansary  Districts,  Ireland 

Killa^ee  Dispensary  Doctor — Non-com- 
pliance 01  Doctor  with  Condition  of 
Appointment  as  lo  Residence  at  KilU- 
shee,  alleged. 
y.  Mr.  Tally;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Jrdy  6, 1407. 

Rwolation  of  Irish  Medical  Association 
with    regard   to   acceptance  of    Dis- 
pensary   Appoiutmeuta    by    Medical 
Pracationers. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Junt^,  800. 

Distillation— Illicit  Distillation,  Ireland 
Donegal —Seizure  of  Illicit.  Plane  at  Ban* 
craa  J  and  Moville,  Nature  of  Services, 
lU!«.irdii  p.iid  to    Hoyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary. 
Q.  All.  O'Doherty  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  2i,  45. 

Divorce  Bill 

Deoate  on  2r.  [h.L.1,  June  23,  202. 

Adultery— Divorce  on  ground  of,  203. 

Clergy   and  Marriage   of    Divorced 
penons,  209. 

County  Court  Jurisdiction,  Proposed 
Extension  of,  207. 

Cruelty  as  ground  for  Divorce,  203. 

Desertion  a*  ground  for  Divorce,  204. 

Equality  of  Sexes  in  Divorce,  200. 

Kxpenae,  (juestion  o^  207. 

Lord  Chancelloi,  Attitude  of,  202. 

fetitioQ  for  Dissolution,  203. 

8«otiand,  Olroroe  is.  iilL 
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Dockyards 

lee  Navy — Shipbuilding. 

Dogs 

Experiments  on — Powers  under  Certifioate 
granted    to   Prof es  tor    Suhafer    for 
Experimenting  on  Dogs. 
Q.    Colonel   Luckwood ;    A.    Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  June  £9,  771. 

Licences — Application    of  North   Wales 

Feder<iuou     of    Meat    Tradera    for 

E.xemption  of  Sheep-dogs  from  tax<i- 

tien. 

Q.   Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 

July  i,  1186. 

Dogs  Regulation  (Ireland)  Act,  1866 

Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for 
1902,  Presented,  June  ix,  i>,  41. 

Donelao,  Oapt  A.  J.  0-  [Cork,  E.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  ifimimittu),  June  S9,  886, 
887. 

Irish  Land  Purchase — Joint  Owners  of 
Estates,  Possibility  of  a  Miuorily 
of  Joint  Uwuers  Pieveuling  Sale,  In- 
sertion of  Clause  in  Laud  Bui  enabling 
Majority  of  Owners  lo  Carry  out  Sale, 
proposed,  JtUy  o,  1407. 

Qaeeustown  Harbour,  Mooring  in — Re- 
fusal to  Grant  yacht  "Buna  'facilities 
for  Anchorage,  alleged,  Keuonsiaem- 
Uon,  proposed,  June  gS,  550. 

Doughty,  Mr.  Q.  [Great  Grimsby] 

jSavigatiun  off  Icelandic  Coast— Lighting 
ut  the  Coast,  Kepreseutatious  to 
Danish  Government,  proposed,  Jutw 
il4,  391. 

Donglas,  Rt.  Hon-  A-  Akaa—Heeretary  of 

HUUe  j'oi-  (Ac  jiome  Vepartment  |,ii.eni,, 
St.  Augustine's] 

Access  to  the  House,  July  6,  1495. 

Clubs,  Registration  of— NumberKegisltered, 
June  il'J,  792. 

Dogs,  Experiments  on — Powers  under 
CerUlivate  Granted  to  Professor 
Schaler,  for  Experimenting  on  Dugs, 
June  Slit,  771. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (ConvmUtec), 
June  US,  326,  327,  330,  333,  3.)7,  m^, 
366,  367;  July  J,  1268,  1303,  1304, 
1307,  1309,  131U,  1313,  1318. 

Factories  and  Workshops —  Precautions 
against  Fire,  Proposal  to  bring 
Premises  such  as  those  iu  Queen 
Vicwi'iii  Street,  Loudon,  wttbiu 
Scope  of  Faui/ory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  Inexpediency  of  Carrying  out 
Proposal,  June  HO,  660  ;  •/«%  o, 
itt7<. 

File-Cutting  Trade— Speeial  Rules  ArU- 
tratiou,  .New  ileguUUous  and  Keporc 
Presentea   to  i-arliameot,  June  US, 


Digitized  by 


v^uogle 


Dou— Duk] 


INDEX. 
.lun^  22 — July  7. 


[VoL  124. 


Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akors— «<>«<■ 

Lead -Poisoning  in  Pottery  Trade,  Ques- 
tion of — Sanitation  of  Fioh-curing 
Yards— Jam-making  Industry  —  Aj)- 
pointment  of  Female  Factory  Invpec- 
tors  —  Inspection  of  Cotton  Cloth 
Trade — Protection  of  Dockers — Appli- 
cation of  Factory  Acts  to  Small 
Laundries  —  Inspection  of  Under- 
(.'roond  Bakehouses  —  Authority  of 
Magistrates — Reports  of  Itispeotors  of 
Mines,  June  25,  602,  607,  610,  611. 

Licence  Reduction — Action  of  the  Wands- 
worth Jostipes  with  regard  to  Ques- 
tion receiving  Attention  of  Govern- 
ment, July  6, 1308. 

London  County  Council  By-Law  relating 
to  Vehicles — Proposed  Conference  be- 
tween Parties  Interested  in,  Attitude 
of  London  County  Council,  June  30, 
915. 

London  Streets,  Breaking   up   of — Con- 
sidenition  of   Proposal  to  carry   on 
Work  at  Nwht.  by  Royal  Commission 
on  London  Tranic,  June  S4,  374. 
Motor  Cars. 

Furious  Driving,  Penalties  for — Ques- 
tion to  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  Bill  for  Regulation  of 
Motor  Cars,  JuneSS,  263. 
Outrage   at    Wimbledon  —  Reward 
offered   for  Evidence  leading  to 
Conviction  of  Offender  by  Owner 
of  Animals  Injured,  Offer  of  Re- 
wards  oontranr   to   practice   of 
Home  Office,  July  6,  1399. 
Performing    Bears    in    Public    Streets- — 
Activity  of  Police  with  regard  to,  Re- 
moval of  Bears  not  permissible  save  in 
Cases  of  Obstruction,  Jtdy  7,  1523. 

Prisoners,  Average  Cost  of,  June  SS,  63. 

Prisons,  IreUnd— Assistant  Matrons  in. 
Scale  of  Salaries,  Dietary,  etc.,  of 
Matrons  in  English  Prisons,  Difficulty 
of  Adopting  Uniform  Scale  for  both 
Countries,  June  29,  796. 

Soatbwark,  Disorderly  Houses  in — Diffi- 
culties experienced  by  Borough  Coun- 
cil in  dealing  with  Complaints,  July 
7,  1623. 

Squue  f.  M'Brideand  Williams,  Case  of — 
Appeal  not  to  be  Made,  July  S,  1268. 

Subnrban   Constables— No   Intention   of 
Granting  Proposed  Rent  Allowance 
for,  June  iS,  265. 
Truck  Act. 

Deductions  from  Wages  for  Supply  of 
Light  in  the  Iron  Plate  Tiide, 
June  te,  660. 
Proceedings  under — Decision  that  all 
Proceedings  under  the  Truck  Act 
affecting   Persons    Employed   :n 
Factories  must  be  Undortaken  by 
Inspectors  of  Factories,  No  appeal 
made  against  Dedsion,  June  iS, 
266. 
Underground  Kitchens — Powers  of  Local 
Authorities  with  regard  to.  Introduc- 
tion of  Legislation  not  Contemplated, 
Juiy  6, 1378. 
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Douglaa,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Aken— ««>»'■ 

Vivisection  Acts,  Administration  of — In- 
spection of  Institutions,  Care  in 
Granting  Licences  and  Certificates, 
Classes  of  Experiments,  June  S6,  W&. 

Vivisection  Experiments. 

Consecutive  Experiments  Performed 
on  the  same  Animal,  No  Limit  at 
to  Number,  Power  to  Attach 
Idmit  to  Licence,  July  6, 1378. 
Experiments  Witnessed  by  Inspector<, 
Number  under  Lioenoe  alcnie,  and 
under  Certificate  B,  Jwte  S6, 65a 

Increase  of  as  shown  by  Retans, 
June  SO,  916. 

Report  of— Official  Publication  of. 
Results  at  Impracticable,  June  i6, 
669. 

Yarmoath  Herring  Trade,  Sanitary  Ar- 
rangements for  Workers  —  Improve- 
ment of,  in  Progress,  Jvae  SO,  913. 

Dover  Ooqwration  Bill 

/.  Com.*  June  tS,  1. 

Down,  County 

Crown  Solicitor  for. 

Candidate  to  be  appointed.  His  Local 
Knowledge  and  Experience  of 
Criminal  Law— Beeemmaidatiaa 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Belfkst 
Unionist  R^istnition  Society,  for 
•ppointineKt  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  MacVeagh.  Mr.  S. 
Young ;  A*.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
June  f9, 810. 

Drainage    and   Improvement  of  Lantls 
(Lreland)  Provisional  Order 

c.  2.R*  Com.  *  June  S5, 260. 
Rep.*y«/«5,  1266. 
Con.*  July 6,  1369 

/.  IR.*  July  7,  1498. 

r.  3R.  July  7,  1617. 

Dmnkenaess 

see  Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill. 

Dublin 

Police   Detectives  Snap-shotting  Indivi- 
duals in   the  Street,  alleged— Older 
for  Practice  to  be  Discontinued,  Pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndkam,  July  7, 1628. 

Dublin  Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area) 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30, 898. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Bailway 
Bill 

I.  2R.*  Com.*  June  $6,  490. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Plymontii] 

County    Conrts    Jurisdiction    Extension 
BUI,  June  16,  876. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  t4,  407, 

■117. 
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Dnncaii,  Mr.  J.  H-  [Yorkshire,  W.U.,  Otley] 
Fiscal  Inquiry — laclosion  of  Qoestion  of 
Adopting  Bi-metalUo  Carrency  in  In- 
quiry, June  SS,  87. 

Dondalk 

Arbitration  under  Labourers  Acts  in — 
Action  of  Arbitrator — Prevention  of 
Person  having  Direct  Int<>rest  in  Irinh 
Land  from  Acting  as  Arbitrator  under 
Labourers  Acts,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  JvXyi,  1178. 

Dnndee  Boyal  Lunatic    Asylnm  Orders 
Oonflrmation  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  897. 

Dysentery 

Report  Presented,  June  S5,  492,  511. 

East  Ardaley  Gas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill 
I.  Com.*  Julys,  1125. 

Ecclesiastical  Oommissioners 

see  Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birming- 
ham Bill. 

Edinbnrgli  Gorporation  (Markets,  Slaofh- 
ter  Honses,  etc.)  (hrdefConflrmatfon 
Bill 

;.  3E.*  June  26,  646. 

Royal  Assent,  Jvme  SO,  898. 

Education 

Education    Rate,    Passive     Resistance — 
Seizure  of  goods  in  Excess  of  Value  of 
Rate  demanded,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Mansfield;    A.     Mr.    W. 
Long,  July  7,  1527. 

Education  Committee — Schemes  approved 
by  Board  of  Education  in  May,  1903, 
Statement  of.  Presented,  June  SS,  200, 
253. 

Elementary    Education — Employment    of 
Children    of    Twelve    Years    old    as 
Pupil  Teachers,  Modification  of  Pro- 
visional Code,  1903,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Merrell ;  A.  9,iz  W.  Anson, 
June  M,  6^ 

Employment  of  Children  BQl,  ate  that 
title. 

Ireland. 

Elementanr  Education— Allocation  of 
part  of  Equivalent  Giant  for  pur- 
poses of,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  £4,  378. 

Grants — Action  of  Commissioners  in 
neutralising  Rule  dealing  with 
Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Contri- 
bationsto  existing  Vested  Schools, 
Request  to  Commissioners  to  carry 
out  Rule,  propo«ed. 
Q.  Mr.  Roche;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  ge,  74. 
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Education— co/»<. 

Ireland — cont. 

Intermediate  Education. 

Report  for  1902,  Presented,  June 
6,  1323,  1371. 

Rule  as  to  Number  of  Centre 
Superintendents  to  b-i  Ap- 
pomted  for  the  Examinations, 
Presented,  J^u/j/ ^,  1247. 

National  Schools— Plans,  Delay  in 
Passing  of,  Cause  of,  Expediting 
Approval  of  Plans  by  Treasury, 
pnmbsed. 

Q.    Mr.    M'Kadden;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  ti,  61. 
Scotland. 

General    Aid-Grant  —  Minute    Pro- 
viding for  Distribution  of,  Dis- 
satisfaction   with — Further    Dis- 
cnssion     on    Minute,     proposed, 
Qs.  Mr.  T.  Shaw  ;  As.    Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfoar,  Jvne  U,  400. 
School  Fees,  Relief  of — Amounts  paid 
per  year  from  Various  Sources, 
from  1890-1903— Amount  Stand- 
ing to  Credit  of  Fund. 
Q.  Mr.  CaldweU  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.G. 
Murray,  June  ii,  48. 

Education  Act,  1902. 

Section  23  (4),  Issue  of  Regulations,  Date 
of. 
Q.    Mr.   Shackleton;    A.    Mr.  W. 
Long,  June  S5,  643. 

Education,  Board  of 

President — Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Sir  William 
Anson. 

Minutes  Withdrawing  Article  102,  111 — 
129,  of  Provisional  Code  of  1903. 
Presented,  July  6,  1324,  1371. 

Education     Board    Provisional    Orders 
Oonfiimation  (East  Ham,  etc-)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  £6,  657. 
con.*  June  S9,  766. 
3R.*  June  30,  WJ. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 

/.  V.e,p.*  Julv  e,  1125 
Com.*  Julys,  1246. 
3R.*  J«/y7,  1499.  : 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill 

/.  2b.  June  gS,  246. 

Debate  on  2R.  [B.L.],  June  S3,  242. 

County  Councils — Money  Borrowed 
by,  242,  243,  244. 

Government — Responsibilities  of  the, 
244. 

Local  Education  Authorities — Finan- 
cial Position  of,  242, 243,  244. 

Local  Government  Board — Consent  of, 
242,244. 

Ratepayers — Interests  of,  243. 

I  Cum.*  Hep.*  June  gS,  483. 
SB.*  Juifi  t,  1169.  ^  . 
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Elaetricity 

High  Voltage  CarrenU  oa  Bare  Wirea  ob 
Public  Koadd — Restrictions  aa  to  Us* 
of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Markham ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
June  Si,  376. 

Electric  Lighting 

Board  of  Trade  Report  Presented,  June  35, 
492,  541. 

Contracts  for — see  Borough  Fuodi  Bill. 

Electric    Ligliting    ProTisional     Order 
(No.  1)  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  2)  BiU 
/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill 
I.  Royal  Aiwent,  June  SO,  897. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 
e.  Rep.*  July  1, 1017. 
/.  eon.*  July  g,  1170. 
i^*  July  S,  \24S. 
c.  3R.*  July  S,  1254. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  6)  BiU 
;.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 

(No-  7)  BiU 
e.  3e.*  June  gsi,  38. 
/.  \R.'  June  HIS,  197. 

2R.*  Com.*  June  30, 902. 

Com.*  July  g,  1126. 

3k.*  July  6,  1322. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  BiU 

I.  IK.*  June  Htg,  37. 

Rep.»  July  7,  1516. 
Debate  on  2B.  [a.L.],  July  3, 1249. 

Defective  or  Epileptic  Children — 
Schools  for,  1249,  1251. 

Departiiianial  Committee — Report  of, 
1249,  1252. 

Epileptic,  see  sabheading  Defective. 

Financial  (^nsiderations,  1250,  1253. 

Local  Authorities — Attitude  of,  1250. 
1252. 

Considered  in  Committee   [H.L.],  July  7, 
1616. 
Scotland — Question  of  Application  to 
1516. 

B)f>ia.nk.  Master  of  [Edinbnigb,  Midlothian] 
Indian  Army. 

British  Officers'  Leave—Inoreaae  of 
Number  of  Oi&oers  having  Year's 
Leave  of  Absenoa  at  the  same 
timsi  proposed,  Jvly  d,  ISM. 
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EUhank,  Master  ot—eonf. 
Indian  Army— eon<. 

Privilege  Leave  and  Furlough  — 
Allowing  Officers  to  comDine 
Privilege  Leave  with  FaTleiish, 
proposed  JWytf,  1394. 

Indian  Ufficials  on  Leave,  Reduction  of 
F.ire8  of — Representaoion*  to  Penin- 
sular and  Onenbal  Steamship  Com- 
pany, July  6,  1395. 

Japanese  Army,  British  Attaches  to— 
Arrangement  with  Regard  to.  Date 
of  Announcement  of  Officers  ap- 
Iiointed,  July  6,  1396. 

Elliot,  Mr.   A-  B.  J).— Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  [Darhamj 

Civil  Service— Promotion  of  Holders  of 
Minor  Posts  on,  Treasurr  Rnline  as 
to,  Reason  for  adopting  Rule,  Jwy  6, 
1381. 

Customs  Assistant  Clerks,  Treaanry  not 
Prepared  to  Grant  Increase  of  Annual 
Leave  of,  July  8,  1382. 

Customs  Department,  Promotion  in — 
Method  of  Selection  of  Officers  for 
Upper  Section  of  Preventive  Officers 
and  Higher  Posts  of  Watergoard 
Department,  June  t9,  781. 

Customs  Duties,  Report  of  Committee 
of  1840,  on  —  Report  to  be  Re- 
printed at  Early  Date,  June  SO,  923. 

Customs  Watchers,  Salaries  of — Extension 
of  Increased  Salary  to  Men  joining 
Service  since  1876,  June  S4,  375. 

Historical  Manuscripts  (Ireland) — Mann- 
scripts  of  Irish  Franciscans — Date  of 
Publication,  June  SS,  554. 

Income  Tax. 

Abatement  of  Amount  paid  to  Per- 
sons Claiming  Abatement  for 
Years  1901,  19^  190S,  Statistics, 

June  SO,  922. 

Delay  in  Repayments  of— Cause  of, 
June  US,  256. 

Patent  Office  Extension  Bill,  June  H, 
488. 

Post  Office  Pension— Boy  Sorter  Service, 
Service  not  to  be  reckoned  for  Pension, 
J^  6,  1381. 

Public  Accounts,  Ireland  —  Auditing  of 
Aocounte  Audited  in  Dublin  and  Lon- 
don, Additional  Cost  for  Division  of 
Work,  Advantages  of  Work  being 
performed  in  London,  June  g9, 797. 

Rifle  Practice — CJonsideration  of  Question 
of  Saddle  Shooting,  June  tS,  549. 

Shankhill  Camp,  Wicklow  Co.  —  Main- 
tenance of  Road  to.  Contribution  for, 
fixed  by  C!ommissioner  of  Valuation 
for  Ireland,  Reason  for  Smallnesa  of 
Contribution,  etc.,  June  SO,  914. 

Statiitioftl  Abstract  for  1902  out  of  Print 
—Date  of  bsne  of  Beprint.  Jum  St, 
60. 

Trade  Disputes,  Royal  Oonnniwion  oi^- 
Expeosee  to  be  paid  oat  of  Taoiponuy 
Oommiwlou  Vote,  /mm  M,  m, 
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Ellis,  Mr.  J.  [Nottinghamshire,  Rushcliffe] 

Motor-car  Traliic,  Regulation  of  — Ex- 
pediting Introduction  of  Legislation 
proposed,  June  Slf,  392. 

Nottingham  Smallpox  Hospital — Inquiry 
as  to  proposed  Site  of,  June,  s\, 
392. 

Pablic  Buildings  in  London — Date  of 
Completion  of,  June  So,  545. 

ileportsof  the  Departments — Importance 
of  Members  having  them  in  good 
time — Administration  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  Act — Control  of  Vivisection — 
Characters  of  Inspectors,  JunegS,  611. 
613. 

Rhodesia,  Population  of,  June  Z3,  787. 

Wandsworth  Infirmary— Death  of  Michael 
Sadler  in.  Result  of  Inquiry,  June  29, 
779. 

Ejiployment  of  Children  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee,  June  33,  326 ; 
July  3,  1282. 

Blind  Asylums — Management  of,  — 
329. 

By-laws,  see  Sub-heading  Local  Au- 
thorities. 

Control  or  Charge  of  Children— Power 
of  Court  to  alter,  1310,  1311. 

County  Council  Powers — Delegation 
of,  360,  361,  362. 

Employers  of  Child-labour — Respon- 
sibility of,  1312. 

Education,  3,')9,  343,  348,  350.  352,  365, 
1284. 

Home  Office  Authority,  327,  330. 

Hours — Limitation  of,  1307. 

Ignorance  of  Age — Provision  for,  1308. 

Industrial  Schools — Exemption  of,  327, 
328,  329. 

Licences,  see  Sub-headings  Stage  and 
Street. 

Local  Authorities — By-laws  and  Con- 
trol of,  333,  338,  343,  346,  349, 360, 
.362,  365,  366,  367,  1282, 1286, 1286, 
1287,  1288,  1294,  1297,  1298,  1301, 
1303. 

Private  Dwellings  from  Inspection — 
Exclusion  of,  1312,  1313,  1314, 
1315. 

Proceedings— Power  to  take,  1317, 
1318. 

Profit  from  Child-labour  in  Industrial 
Schools,  328. 

Reformatory  Schools — Exemption  of, 

327,  328,  329. 
Stage. 

Age  Limit.  333,  335,  340,  345,  347, 
361,  362,  355,  357,  357,  368, 
359. 

Employment  of  Children,  333,  .335, 
336,  338.  339,  340,  341,  343, 
346,  349,  351,  352,  356. 

Inspectors— Organisation  of,  334. 

Licences— Granting  of,  333,  338, 
341,  344,  348.  m 
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Employment  of  Children  Bill—  ont. 
Considered  in  Committee — eont. 
Street  Trading. 

Age  Limit,  1288,  1290,  1296,  1298, 


1299,  1302. 
Licences — Granting  of,  1288. 

Encroachment  of  the  Sea  on  East  Coast 
Attention    of    Admiralty     Hydrographer 


directed    towards 
Coast,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Levy;    A.    Mr, 
Forster,  June  22,  54. 


Erosion    o?    ^ast 
Arnold- 


Epileptic  Children 

see   Elementary 
Bill. 


Education    Amendment 


Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill 

e.  con.*  June  29,  766, 
;.  1R,«  Jrdy  S,  1126. 
Z^.*  Julys,  1170. 

Erzeronm 

Alleged  Kurdish  Atrocities  at— Action  of 
Foreign  Otlice  with  re^rd  to, 

Qs.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  ^«.  LordCranbome, 
June  29,  793. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  O.  [Wexford.  N.] . 

Irish  Uold  Ornaments — Handing  over  of. 
to  Ireland,  proposed,  June  22,  83.    ^m 

Irish  HistorioHl  Manuscripts — Manuscripts 
of  Irish  Franciscans,  Date  of  publica- 
tion, June  25, 554. 

Estates  Commissioners 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 

Regulations  of  Board  of  Education^lfor, 
Pre-iented,  Jtdy  6,  1323,  1371. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

Evicted  Tenants— Inclusion  of  Persons 
havine  given  up  Holdings  through 
Inability  to  pay  Rent  and  having 
Offered  Reduced  Rent,  in^term  as  used 
in  Irish  Land  Bill.  fZ'Ti^ 

Q.     Mr.    T.    0'Donn«ll      A-IUr. 
Wyndham,  June  22,\n. 

Exchequer  Bonds 

see  Finance  Bill. 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2e.*  Com.*  June  22,  38. 
Re^.»  Jtdy  3,  1256. 

Exeter  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898, 

"  Exmouth  "  Training  Ship 

Condition  of — Assistance  of  Admiralty  ii: 
Providing      Metropolitan   iAsylumt 
Board  witn  another  Ship,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Talbot;   A.   Mr.  Arnold - 
Forster,  Jtdy  3,  1267. 

Expenditure 

sec  Finance  Bill. 
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Exports  and  Imports 

Britiah  Exports — Average  Duties  on. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent;   A.   Mr.   B.  Law, 
June  it.  70. 

British  Exports  for  1902— Proportion  of 
Exports  consistine  of  Mana&Mitnred 
Goods,  Coal  and  otlier  PUw  Material, 
Ships,  and  Machinery,  Valae  of  each 
Class  of  Goods  taken  by  British 
Colonies  and  Foreign  Coantries,  re- 
spectively. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  6,  1374. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Danserons  and  Unhealthy  Indnstries — 
Report  on  Draft  Regulations,  and 
K^rulations  for  Process  of  File-cutting 
by  Hand,  Presented,  June  ti,bi\. 

Fire,  Precautions  against — Bringing  Pre- 
mises sncli  as  those  in  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  London,  within  Scope  of  Fac- 
tory and  Workshop  Act,  1901— Legis- 
lation proDosed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Akers  Doug- 
las, JtUy  6,  1377. 

Overtime  for  Women— Christmas  Card- 
making,  Special  Exception,  Order  Pre- 
sented, June  32,  641. 

Small  Factories  and  Workshops — Precau- 
tions  against    P'ire,    Bringing   small 
Kstabliabments  within  Scope  of  Fac- 
tory Act  in  regard  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Akers  Dong- 
las,  June  26,  660. 
see  cUto  title  Home  Office. 

Farviharson,  Dr.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
Employment  of  Children  Bill  {CommitUe), 
July  S,  1289,  1304,  1307. 

PairoU.  Mr.  J.  F  [Longford,  N.] 

Ireland. 

Boyie,  Plains  of,  Roscommon— Appli- 
cation of  Disscendants  of  Evicted 
Tenants  for  Laud  on,  refused — 
Scheduling  Plains  of  Boyle  under 
the  Congested  Districts  Clause  of 
Land  Bill,  proposed,  July  6, 1401. 

Cusack  Estate,  Longford— Tenants 
deprived  of  future  Tenancies  on 
account  of  Receiver  failing  to 
agree  with  them  as  to  Terms  of 
l%rcbase — Kepiesentations  to  Re- 
ceiver, proposed,  Jiine  SO,  802. 

Granard  Union,  Withdrawal  of  Nurs- 
ing Nuns  from— Reversal  of  De- 
cision of  Local  Government  Board, 
proposed,  June  g9,  802. 

Longford,  County. 

Crime  in — Continued  Application 
of  Criminal  Law  and  Proce- 
dure (Ireland)  Act  to  County, 
July  7,  152S, 
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Fanwll,  Mr.  J.  P — eoiu. 
Ireland — cont. 

Longford,  County— eon^ 

Deetitnte  Children  in— Issue  of 
Circnlar  dirfteting  Magistrates 
to  refuse  tosend  such  Children 
to  Institutions  outside 
County,  ^eg«d — Authority 
for  Issue  of  Circular,  July  I, 
1030. 

Farms,  Dereliet  Evicted,  in,  Ntun- 
her  of  to  whieh  Cla«se  2  of 
the  Land  Bill  as  Amended 
would  apply,  June  S9,  803. 

Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme  — 
Delay  in  proceeding  with, 
Cause  of,  June  SO,  9S24. 

Land  Purchase  in — Number  of 
EstAtes  for  Sale,  Number 
under  Ashbourne  Act,  etc, 
July  S,  1188. 

Turf  Cutting— Regulations  with  re- 
gard to,  on  Estates  purchased 
under  Clause  19  of  the  Land  Bill, 
JxuM.  SO,  924. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CommitUt),  June  t9,  829  ; 
June  SO,  1003. 

Rhodesia,  Lendy  Estate— Sum  shown  to 
Credit  of  Estate,  forwarding  of,  to 
Mother  of  late  James  McGowan,  pro- 
posed, J^u/y  9,  1184. 

FaTersham  Oas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  ^KM  JO,  898. 

FelloWM,  Hon.  A.  E.  (Lord  of  the  Treatury) 
[Bants,  Ramsey] 

Argentine  Cattle  Iraportatton  into  England 
— Foot-and-Mottth  Diseased  Animals, 
Number  of  Cugoes  landed  subsequent 
to  Order  prohibiting  further  Importa- 
tion, Number  carrying  Infected  Ani- 
mals, Precautions  against  spread  of 
Infection,  June  Si,  4£ 

Horses  for  the  Arm^— Requirements  of  the 
War  Office  with  reganl  to.  Circular 
containing  Particulars  of,  issued,  July 
H,  1177. 

Fanwick,   Mr.   C-   [Northumberland,  Wans- 
beck] 

Finance  Bill  (Commktee),  June  S3,  278, 
30S. 

Mines  Report,  Opportunities  for  Memben 
to  discuss.  Sanitation  and  Accidoitx 
in  Mines,  June  S6,  610. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  Monro  [Leith  Burghs] 

Coainelds,  West  Fife— Insufficient  Pro- 
vision for  Sanitatioo,  Stream  Pollution 
in.  Powers  of  Scottish  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  over  Loeal  Authoritiss, 
etc,  June  3S,  73. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  •AWy  J, 
1277. 

Fejqcosson.  Bt  Hon-   Sir  J.  [Manchester, 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  BiUi 
June  ee,  683. 
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Tfrench,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Rill  {Commtitee),  July  1,  1083. 

Leases,  Terminable,  in  Irish  Towns — 
Tenants  subject  to  Evietion  or  In- 
crdase  of  Kent  without  Compensation, 
Legislation  proposed,  June  £9,  ^f<5. 

Wexford  Train  Service — Provision  of  more 
Eflictent  Suodav  Evening  Service, 
Inquiry  propoeed,  June  IS9,  811. 

Tield,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St  Patrick] 

American  Sotton  Comer,  Operations  of — 
Effect  on  English  Manufactures,  Con- 
ference between  Governments  to  con- 
sider Introduction  of  International 
Legislation  for  Control  of  Gambling 
in  Foodstuffs,  etc.,  proposed,  ./u/v /, 
1026. 
Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for — 
Case  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Inquiry  proposed, 
June  S4,  380. 
Dog  Licences — Application  of  North  Wales 
Federation  of  Meat  Traders  for  Ex- 
emption of  Sheep-dogs  from  Ta.\ation, 
JuiijS,  1186. 
His  Majesty's  Theatre — Injunction  granted 
against  Mr.  Beerbohm  Tree  in  respect 
of  Exhibiting  Name  of  Theatre  on 
the  Premises,  Modifications  of  Penal 
Clauses  in  Terminable  Leases,  pro- 
posed, </«^^  f,  1189. 
Income  Tax  Appeal  Cases — Practice  with 
regard  to  Hearing  of,  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Difference  between, 
Assimilation  of  Practice  in  both 
Countries,  proposed,  July  S,  1186. 
Ireland. 

Post  Office. 

Postal  Order  Business. 

Issue  of  Postal  Orders  with 
Separate  Series  of  Num- 
bers, and  of  Distinctive 
Colour,  proposed,  Jiilu  1, 
1028. 
Transfer  of,  from  London  to  Dub- 
lin, proposed,  July  1,  1028. 

Savings  Bank. 

Pepositors  in  England  and 
Ireland  respectively— 
Cause  of  Smallness  of 
Nu-nbers  in  Ireland, 
June  SO,  926. 
Accounts,  Transfer  of  from 
London  to  Dublin,  pro- 
l>jsed,  <//«»«  50,  926. 
Poet  OHice. 

General  P'-ft  Office— Women  Clerk- 
ships in.  Competitive  Examina- 
tions for,  Length  of  Interval  be- 
tween Examinations,  Interval 
since  last  Examination,  Reason 
for  Length  of,  July  1,  1029. 

Tife  Electric  Power  Bill 

c.  2r.*,  Com.*  Jutie  24,  369. 
Rep.*  July  7,  li)18. 

Tile-Cuttiuf  Trade 

Special  Rules,  Arbitration — Result  of. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Akers  Douglas, 
June  S3,  254. 
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Finance  Bill 

Considered  in   Committee,  June   -2^,  88; 
June  SS,  270. 

Abatements,  gu   subheading  Income 
Tax. 

Agriculture,   see    subheading     Com 
Tax. 

Alcohol— Taxation  of,  169. 

Canada— Foodstuft   Exported  from, 
130. 

Coal  Tax. 

Abolition — Suggested,  270,  278, 
285,  288,  292,  296,  298,  300, 

303,  310,  313,  314. 

Consumer — Burden  of,  273,  279, 
287,  308,  311,  314. 

Cost  of  Production,  271,  294. 
Export— Effect  of  Tax  on,  270, 

273,  286,  301,  304,  307,  310, 

315,  316. 

Foreign  Competition,  Increase  of 
271,  273,  274,  286,  290  293 
299,  302,  306,  310,  316. 

Output— Recent,  270,  276,  281 
303. 

Price— Effect  of  Tax  on,  271,  28S 

304,  312,  314. 

Shipping  Trade— Effect  on,  290, 
303,  318. 

Wages— Effect  on,  272,  276, 280, 
287,  289.  291,  293,  298,  303, 
308. 

Colonial  Secretary— Policy  of,  94, 146, 
185,  287. 

Com  Tax. 

Abolition  of,  88, 90,  91,  92,  97, 105, 
107,  115,  116,  120,  125,  129, 
131,  133,  137. 

Agricultural  Interests  affectedi 
96,  100,  106. 

Argentine — Foodstuffs  from,  134. 

Canada— Foodstnfb  from,  130. 

Consumer's — Burden  of,  101,  112, 
115,  117,  129,  131. 

Farmers— Attitude  of,  121, 139. 

Flonr,  see  Price. 

Foreigners  Trade-  Effect  on,  HI, 
123,  131. 

Imports,  see  Canada,  United 
States,  etc. 

Millers— Position  of,  93,  98,  120, 
121. 

Price— Effect  on,  102,  109,  122, 
127,  132, 133. 

Rebates  on  Grain  Stocks,  94. 

Russia  —  Supply  of  Foodstuflb 
from,  134. 

Small  Traders— Disadvantage  o^ 
93. 

United  SUtes  Exporte,  113,  123, 
127,  129,  134. 
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Finance  Bill— <-on<. 

Considered  in  Committee — cotU. 

Death    Daties— Ciraduation   of,    167, 

169,  172,  174,  176,  178. 
Estates,  see  Exemption. 

Exchequer  Bonds,  see  subheading, 
Sinking  Fund. 

Exemption  from  Estate  Duty  of 
Policies  of  Life  Insurance  as- 
signed in  consideration  of 
marriage,  323,  324,  32o,  .326. 

Expenditure— Growth    of    National, 

97,  118,  153. 
Fixed  Debt,  see  Sinking  Fund. 
Income  Tax. 

Abateniento,  163,  165,  166,  167, 
176. 

Empire,  Confined  to  Profits  ob- 
tained beyond  Limits  of,  160 

Exemptions  an<i  RelMites,  163, 173, 
175. 

(iraduation  of,  162,  165,  167,  169, 
171,  177. 

Inquiry,  sug);ested,  167,  171, 
175,  176,  177. 

Reduction,  144,  147,  149,  155, 156, 
162. 

Sbareholderj  in  Limited  Lia- 
bility Companies,  &c.,  Caxe 
of,  164,  166, 173. 

Indirect  Taxation,  (.Question  of,  88, 
89,  90,  97,  105,  146,  147,  149,  150, 
152,  154,  155,  160. 

Ijfe  Insurance  Policies,  see  8ubhea<l- 
ing  Exemption. 

Preferential  Tariffs,  277. 

Protection,  96,  121,279. 

Russia— sc«  sntiheading  Com  Tax. 

Shipping  Trade — see  subheading 
Coal  Tax. 

Sinking  Fund. 

Efficiency  of,   181,  183,  188. 

Exchequer  Bonds,    189,  190. 

Fixed  Debt,   181,  119. 

South  African  War  Debt,  181, 
183,  187, 188. 

Transvaal  I>oan,  182,  183,  186, 
189. 

South  African  War  Debt,  see  suit- 
heading  Sinking  Fund. 

Taxation,  Widening  Basis  of,  10.% 
104,  111,  117,  m,  129. 

Tea  Tax. 

Import,   Decrease  in,  143,  148. 

Impositioq  of,  89,  90,  99,  123,  143, 
148,  150,  151,  153,  154. 

Price,   Increase  in,  144,  156. 

Working  Classes,  Burden  of,  147, 
148, 151,  153. 

Transvaal  Loan,  see  Sinking  Fund. 
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Finance  BiU—eont. 

Considered  in  Committee — cont. 

United  States,   Exports  of  food  bvm, 
113, 123,  127,  129,  134. 

e.  3r.  June  S4,  460. 
/.  IK*  June  S5,  493. 

2r*  June  59,  724. 

3r*  June  29,  T2*. 

Royal  .Vssent,  June  SO,  897. 

Fines  etc.,  Ireland 

Abstract  of  Account-*  Presented,  June  it, 
4,41. 


Finlay,  Sir  B.  B. — Attorney  General  [Inver- 
ness Burghs.] 

County   Courts    Jurisdiction    Extension 
Bill,  June  26,  679. 

Southport  Bench,  Conduct  of,  Junt  89, 
783. 

Fireanns 

Ireland,  Refusal   of  Licences — Newport, 
County  Tipperary,  Refusal  of  Lioenae 
to  J.  Coffev. 
<J.  Mr.  Lundon  ;    A.  Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  June  ^4,  39a 

Fiist  Cktmmissioner  of  Works 

Lord  Windsor. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

Earl  of  Selborne. 


First  Lord  of 
Minister 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  J 


the  Treasury  and  Prime 
Balfour. 


First  Offenders 

Address   for  Return  Presented,  July  6, 
1,373 

Firth  of  Forth  Naval  Base 

see  Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). 

Fiscal  Policy 

Colonial  Tariffs,  Surrender  of  Power  to 
France  Customs  Tariffs  and  Alteration 
of  Practice  of  Self-governing  Colony 
adhering  to  Treaty  made  by  H.M. 
Government  for — Attitude  of  Colmiies 
towards. 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  29,  788. 

Debate  [H.L.],  June  29,  724. 

Agriculture,  Condition  of,  733,  74S; 
745,  749,  752. 

American  Imports,  Dutiei  on,  728. 

Australia,  Trade  with,  730. 

Canada,  Position  with  regard  to  Ger- 
many of,  724,  738,  739. 

Canadian  Exports,  729,  741. 
Cobden  Club,  Doctrine*  of,  747. 
Colonial  Conference,  727. 
Colonial  Secretary,  Policy  of,  731, 136, 

743,  749,  751,  755. 
Colonies,  Fiacal  Relations  with,  749i 
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Tiscal  Policy— co»i<. 
Debate  [H.  L.  ]. — eon  t. 

Foodstuffs,  Price  of,  736,  741. 
Foodstuifc,  Taxation  of,  743,  758. 

Former  Oommerdal  Treaties,  725, 727, 

735. 
France,  Relations  with,  726. 

Freights,   Price  of  Bread    connected 
with  oversea,  736,  741. 

German  Imports,  728. 

GrermauT,  Relations  with  Canada  of, 
724,  738,  739,  752. 

Holland,  Trade  with,  729. 

Old-Age  Pensions,  Question  of,  749, 

756. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  725,  727,  737,  740, 

758. 
Retaliation,    Principle   of,  724,  747, 

752. 
Zollverein,  Chances  of  a,  753. 
Inqniry. 

Debate  [H.h.],  July  S,  1145. 

Cabinet  Inquiries  and  Responsi- 
bilities, 1150. 

Colonial     Secretary,    Policy    of, 

1147,  1167. 
Colonies,    Relations   with,  1157, 

1164. 

Foodstuffs,     Taxation   of,    1151, 

1163,  1166. 
Grand  Inqnest,  suggested,  1148, 

1157,  1164. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  1163. 
Retaliation,  Principle  of,  1165. 

Vote  of  Censure,  suggested,  1148, 
1156,  1163,  1166,  1167. 
Bi-metallic    Currency— Inclusion    of 
this   Question    in    Inquiry,    pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfonr,  June  22,  87. 
< '  tlonial  Giovernments  and  the, 

Q.  Mr.  Black ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  Z4,  398. 
< -olonial  Prime  Ministers,   Views  of 
with    regard   to  Fiscal  Policy — 
Ascertaining  Views  and  Commn- 
nicating  them  to  House. 
Q.  Mr.  Brand ;  A.  Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  June  29,  811. 
Defences,  Account  of  Total  Cost  of 
Imperial  —  Consular   and    Diplo- 
matic Service,    etc.,    Fumishmg 
Account   during    Fiscal  Inquiry, 
proposed. 
Q.   Mr.   C.   Wason  ;     A.    Mr. 
A.    J.    Balfour,   July   6, 
1413. 
<;>vemment,  Intentions  of,  with  re- 
«ird  to    ascertaining  Views   of 
Colonial  Governments  as  to  De- 
tails of  Sciieme  of   Preferential 
Tariffs,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Mansfield  ;    A.     Mr. 
A.    J.  Balfour,    June   gZ, 
268. 
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Fiscal  Policy— co/t<. 
Inquiry — eont. 

Indian  Commercial  and  Fiscal  Rela- 
tions with  United  Kingdom,  etc.. 
Inclusion  of. 
Q.    Sir    E.    Sassoon ;    A.    Mr. 
A.    J.   Balfour,    June  24, 
398. 
Method  proposed  — Consideration  of 
Advantages    of  Inquiry  of  same 
form  as  that  of  Select  Committee 
on     Import    Duties,    1840,    pro- 
Doscda 
Q.     Mr.    Trevelyan;    A.    Mr. 
A.   .7.   Balfour;   Jwu  SS, 
86. 
Oral   Evidence  at.  Notification  of— 
Submission  of  Evidence  to  Cabi- 
net— Publication  of,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  H^, 
86. 

Representatives  of  Classes  Living  on 
Fixed  Incomes,  Hearing  of  • 
Q.     Mr.     Schwann  ;    A.     Mr. 
A.    J.    Balfour,  June  29, 
1189. 
Retaliation  on    the    Continent — Ap- 
pointment of  Select  Committee  to 
ascertain    the    Results    of    pro- 
posed. 
Q.   Sir   E.    Vincent ;   A.   Mr. 
A.    J.    Balfour,    July    2, 
181. 
Statistical      Information      obtained 
through    Inquiry,     Issue   of   at 
Intervals,  propjseil. 
Q.   Mr.   Black  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  .'.',  86. 

Fish 

Misdescription  of — tee  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  Bill. 

Fish-coring  Yards 

see  title  Home  Office. 

Fisheries 

Fishing  Industry,  see  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  Bill. 

Ireland. 

Congested  Districts  Board's  Fishing 
Boats  at  Malin  Head— With- 
drawal of,  Reason  for. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  S,  1260. 

River  Erne    Fisheries— Development 
of,  by  Special  AdvUory  Board  on 
Fisheries,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.    E.   Mitchell;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  30,  926. 

Fishsnard  and  Bosslare  Bailways  and 
Harbours  Bill 

I.  Vibv*  June 23,  194. 
3k.^  July  3,  1246. 

Fitigerald,  Mr.  Oerald 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 
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Fitzgerald,  Bir  B.  W.  Penrose  [Cambriage] 
Irish  L*nd  Bill  (Committte),  June  19,  834  ; 
Jmie  SO,  975. 

Titananrice,    Lord    Edmund    [Wiltshire, 
Oricklatde] 

Eruptoyment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
July  3,  1314. 

Fixed  Debt 

see  Finance  Bill. 

Flannery,   Sir  J.   Fortescne    [Yorkshire, 
Shipley] 

Naval  Attaches,  Effect  of  Ituisian  Plana 
on  Number  of— Question  of  Water- 
tube  Boilem,  July  S,  1227. 

Naval  Subsidies,  Jtdy  Z,  1212,  1215. 

Flavin,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Access  to  the  House,  July  6,  1496. 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  1,  1122; 
July  6,  1442,  1472  ;  July  7,  1649. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Cork,  N.] 
Cork  Model  Schools. 

Admission  refused  to  Officials  of  Cork 
Technical  Instruction  Committee 
by  National  Education  Com- 
missioners, alleged,  Jttly  7, 1530. 

Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
Result  of  Meeting  with  regard  to 
Occupation  of  Cork  Model  Schools 
by  Technical  Committee,  Sending 
Inspector  to  meet  Committee 
with  View  to  arranging  Dispute 
as  to  Alterations  of  Buildings, 
proposed,-  June  S9,  804. 
Erzeroum,  Alleged  Kurdish  Atrocities  at 

— Action  of  Foreign  Office  with  regard 

to,  June  19,  793. 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Commtitee),  JunetQ,  868, 

869 ;  June  SO,  969,  970 ;  July  6,  1418  ; 

July  7,  1581. 

Food 

Prices,  Average,  of  Food   in   European 
Countries — Return  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   A.    Button;    A.   Mr.   B. 
Law,  July  1,  1020. 
Taxation  of— «ce  Fiscal  Policy. 
Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act 

Order  in  Council  Presented,  July  t,  1128. 

Foreign  Trade 

British  Colonies — Total  Imports,  Amount 
oouristiug  of  Manufactured  Goods. 
Q.    Mr.  S.  Buxton;   A.    Mr.    B. 
Law,  Jtdy  6, 1375. 
Crown  Colonies — Total  Imports,  Amount 
consisting  of  Manufactured  Goods. 
Q.     Mr.    S.    Buxton;    A.    Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  July  6,  1388. 


Foster,  Sir  Michael  [London  University]- 

Vivioecti-n,  Control  over— Defence  tt 
Tmlv   Scientific  Experiments,  June 

t5,ees. 

Fowler,    Bt    Hon.  Sir  Henry  [Wolvet> 

hampton,  £.] 
County  Courts    Jurisdiction    Exteosioa 
Bill,  June  26,  681. 

France 

Income   Tax,    Imposition    of — Basis    of 
Calculation  of. 
Q.    Sir   H.     Vincent;     A.     Lord 
Cranbome,  Jidy  6,  1375. 

Wheat  Import  Duty  in.  Amount  of- 
Price  of  Wheat  in  France  as  Com- 
pared with  Great  Britain. 

Q.  Colonel  Denny  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  S,  1176. 

Frankford. 

Change  of  Name — Restoration  of  Ancient 

Name    of  "Kiloormac,"    Refasal  of 

Local  Government  Board  to  accept 

Latter  Name,  Grounds  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Reddv  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

JuneS9,  8^5. 

Friendly  Societies. 

Regulation    made     by     Treasury     under 
Friendly  Societies    Act.    1896,    Ptb- 
sented,  July  ti,  1324,  1371. 
see  also  House  and  Friendly  Societies. 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  BilL 

c.  eon."  July  7,  1517. 

I  Fuller,  Mr.  J.  M.  F.  [WUtshire,  Westbnryl 
British  Colonics  —  Trade  with  United 
Kingdom,  other  British  Poasessiras 
and  Foreign  Countries  in  years  1890- 
1900,  Laying  Statemmt  on  the  Tabi% 
proposed,  June  S3,  254. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range,  Construction  of— 
Intentions  with  Regard  to  Com- 
pletion of,  Proposed  Expenditiira^ 
July  S,  1181. 

Tristan  da  Cnnha — Removal  of  Inhabi- 
tants to  South  Africa  proposed. 
Special  Oiant  from  Treasury  tat 
Parpoee  ol  ESefstiag,  June  Se,  53. 

Vaccination  Prosecutions— Failure  of  the 
Vaccination  Officers  of  the  Trowbridge 
and  Melksham  Union  to  take  Pro- 
ceedings against  Defaulters  under  the 
Vaccination  Acts.  Action  of  Local 
Grovernment  Board,  July  6,  1382. 

Fnmess,  Sir  Ohristopher  [Hartlepool] 
Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  SS,  31& 


Forth    NaTigation   Order   Oonflrmation    Galloway,  Mr.  W.J.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 


Bill 

I.  3r.*  June  ee,  646. 
Royal  Awent,  June  30,  898. 

Foster,    Mr.    Philip    S.      [Warwickshire, 
Stratford-upon-Avon] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee)  June  21S,  92. 
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County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
BUI,  Juw  g6,  666. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Com- 
rntttee)  June  $3,  335^  340,  349,  350^ 
358,  367;  July  S,  1282,  1284,  1310^ 
1314. 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  16,  689. 
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Oalloway,  Mr.  W.  J.—cont. 

Ince«t    Bill   {Committee),  June  36,    698, 
702. 

Innkeepers'    Liability    Bill    (Committee), 
June  Se,  706,  707.  709,  711,  712,  715. 

CanadiM)  Mails— Ual way  a  Port  of  Call 
for  new  Transatlantic  Steamers  snli- 
sidiaed  by  Canadian  Government, 
proposed,  Negotiations  with  reganl 
to. 
Q.  Mr.  Tullv;  A.  Mr.  Ansten 
Chamberlain,  July  6, 1394. 

Govemrafnt  Expenditure  in  Galway  City 
daring  last  tlireii  years. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin ;  A.   Mr.   Wynd- 
liam,  June  SS,  267. 

Harbour,  Seleo'ion  of,  as  Terminal  Port  for 

Atlantic  Mail  Service— Conside-ation 

of  Kepreaenta'ioDS  with  regard  to,  in 

future  Contracts,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Delvin;  A.  Mr.  Austen 

Cbaoiberlain,  June  iS,  71. 

Marine  Works  Act  Grsnt — Amount   al- 
rtsady  Expended  in  Borough,  Amount 
of  ProiHwed  Expenditure. 
Qs.  Mr.  C.  Delvin  ;  A».  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  June.  2g,  80. 

Oarlaad,  Dr. 

Gallantry  of  —  Recommendation  for 
Recognition  of,  Steps  taken  with 
regard  to. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;   A.  Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Jvly  1,  1024. 

Oas  and  Water  Orders 

Mid-Kent  Water  Provisional  Order — Board 
of  Trade  Report  as  to  dispensing  with 
the  Con«ent  of  the  Borden  Parish 
Council  in  the  case  of,  Report 
presented,  July  7,  1499,  1619. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Oonflrmation  Bill 

/.  3R.*  Jwie  3H,  645. 
c.  IR.'  June  S9,  768. 

Oas  Light  and  Coke  Oompaay  Bill 

I.  3r.*  June  Sg,  2. 

c.  Lords  Amendta.  con.*  June  iH,  654. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  90,  899. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1.)  Bill 
c.  2r.*  Com."  June  SO,  907. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2.)  Bill 
c.  2r.*  Com.*  June  S9,  "161. 

Oateshead  Corporation  Bill 

/.  IR.*  July  6,  1322. 

f.  con.*  July  6,  l.WS. 

3b.*  July  (J,  1368. 

Oermany 

Canadian  Tariflii. 

Correspondence  between  British  and 

German  Governments  on  Subject 

of  Germany's  Action,  Laying  on 

Table,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour,  Jnne  SS,  83. 
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Oermany — cont. 

Canadian  Tariflb — e4mt» 

Repiesentati'  ns  to  H.M.  Government 
on  iubject  of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;   ^.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Jnne  Si, 
384. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  June  Hi,  385. 

Statement  of  view.-*  of  British  Govem- 
men<>— at  Colonial  Conference  or 
elsfwbere. 
Qs.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  As.  Mr.  J. 
Chamlwrlaiu,  Jtme  Si,  83. 

Commercial  Treaty  with    Germany — De- 
nunciation of  Date  of  Circulation  of 
Papers  with  Reference  to. 
Qs.  Mr.    E.   Robertoon ;  As.    Lord 
Cranbiirne,  June  St,  67. 
Fiscal  relations  with,  see  Fiscal  Policy. 
Wheat  Imports — Duty  on  and  Price  of,  as 
Compared  wiih  British  Prices. 
Q.  Mr.  Cronibie ;  A.  Mr.    B.  Law, 

July  6,  1375. 
Q.  Colonel  Denny  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  7,  1522. 

Oibbs,    Hon.    Vicary    [Hertforlshire,   St 
Albans] 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  26,  691. 

Incest  Bill  (Cmntnitlee)  June  26,  703. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill  (Committee)  June 
SO,  707. 

Oilhooly,  Mr.  J.  [Cork  Co.,  W.J 

Evicted  Farm — Contemplated  Purchase 
by  the  Admiralty,  Postponement  of 
Purchase  till  after  passing  of  the  Land 
Bill,  proposed,  June  SO,  928. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  7,  1560. 

Oirgenti,  Ayrshire 

Girgenti  Inebriates  Reformatory— Amount 

received  out  of  Vote  for  Assistance  of, 

in  1902,  Number  of  Inmates.  Similar 

Institutions  Applying  for  Assistance. 

Q.    Mr.  Weir  -.A.  Mr.  G.  Murray, 

June  29,  781. 

Glasgow 

Lunacy  and  Drunkenness  in — Concurrent 
Increase  of,  Cause  of  Lunacy  attri- 
buted to  Inferior  Spirit  sold  in  lieu  of 
Malt  Whiskey,  Government    Assist- 
ance to  Inquiry  by  Glasgow  Corpora- 
tion, proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Macreagh ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  6, 1396. 
Post  Office. 

Clerical  and  Sorting  Duties— Sortmg 
Clerks  engaged  on  Clerical  Duties 
—Removal  lo  Sorting  OflSce,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
«,  1380. 
Employees'   Wages — Number   receiv- 
ing 149.  per  week  or  under. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  O'Connor  -.A.    Mr. 
Ansten  Chamberlain,  July 
6,  1380. 
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Glasgow— eon*. 

I'oBt  Office — cont. 

Overtime  PayrnMitii,  Araoant  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J,  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
6,  1380. 

Staff,  Revision  of.  Under  Considera- 
tion. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  O'Cunnor  ;  A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
6,  1380. 

Tramways,  Corporation  Electric— Acci- 
dents on,  Number  during  Year  ending 
June  1st,  1903,  number  Fatal,  number 
causing  DaniEkge  to  Goods,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
Junt  26,  661. 


Olasiow  Oorpoiation  (Police)  Bill  Provi- 
sional  Order  Oooflrmatioii  Bill 
/.  IR.*  Jwie  2S,  195. 

Glasgow   Oorporation   (Tramways)    Fro- 
visional  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill 

/.  iR.*  June  23,  195. 

Ooddard,  Bfr-  D.  F.  [Ipswich] 

Customs  Duties,  Report  <  f  Committee  of 
1840,  on— Reprinting  and  Distribution 
to  Members  at  Early  Date,  proposed, 
June  30,  923. 

Ctombeen 

«ee  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Evans-Oordon,  ETans,  Major  [Tower  Ham- 
lets, Stepney] 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal  —  Lyddite 
WorkerH,  Basis  of  Payment  of.  Num- 
ber of  Men  working  in  Sheds  at  time 
of  Recent  E.y  plosion.  Rate  of  Wages, 
July  2,  1182. 

Gordon,  Mr.  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  29,  845  ; 
June  30,  1005  ;  July  1,  1079  ;  July  6, 
1443. 

Gorlestos  and  Sonthtown  Gas  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  June  2J,  194. 
3R.*  June  JU,  045. 
Royal  Assent,  June  30,  899. 

Gorst,  Sir  John  [Cambridge  University) 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  23,  328,  336,  350  ;  July  3,  1294, 
1295. 

Metropolitan  Poor  Law  Schools — Expendi- 
ture on  Buildings  in,  Schools  for  which 
Expenditure  has  been  Sanctioned, 
Amount  expended.  Since  1896,  June 
•29,  774. 

Ooschen,  Viscount 

Imperial  Policy  of  the  Country,  June  S9, 
749,  766. 

Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
I.  3r*  June  SO,  901. 
c.  lR.»7«n«50,  909. 
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GoTemment  Departments 

Contracts — Return  Ordered,  JtUy  $,  1S72. 

Distribution   of   Duties — Committee   of 

Inquiry  into,  Names  of  Members  of. 

Q.   Mr.    Hoult;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 

July  ti,  1398. 

Graaard  Union 

Nursing  Nuns,  Withdrawal  of — Revenal 
of   Decision     of    Local    Government 
Board,  proposed. 
Q.    .Mr.    J.    T.    Ferrell  ;    ^.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  JunegB,  802. 

Granby  Marquis  of 

Motor-Care  Bill,  Ju/y  7,  1605. 

Water  Order  Confirmation 


Grangement 
Bill 


/.  3r.*  June  26,  646. 
Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898. 

Grant.  Bfr.  0.  [Warwickshire,  Rugby] 

London  University,  Members  of  the  Senate 
— Amendment  of  the  University  of 
London  Act,  rendering  Members  of 
Senate  Ineligible  for  Positions  as  Pro- 
poaed,  July  7,  1525. 

Grey,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Coinmilttr), 
June  23,  343,  259,  360. 

Ghreat  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

I.    3r.»  June  33,  195. 

c.    Lord*  Amendtn.  eon.*  June  Stl,  6oi. 

I.    Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  Bill 

/.  Itoyal  Assent,  J%uw.  SO,  898. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill 
/.  Rep.»  July  7,  1497. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill 
;.  Com.'  July  3,  1246. 

Great  Western  Railway  (Fension)  Fund 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Greece 

Currant  Monopoly. 

Foreign  Office  and  the  Greek  Govern- 
ment, Communications  between, 
with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.    Harwood;    A.    Lord 
Cranbome,  July  S,  1177. 

Protest  uf  H.M.  Government  again.<>t 
proposed  Establishment  of. 
Q.    Sir  U.   Saasoon;   A.   Lord 
Cranborne,  June  g^,  388. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Incest  Bill  (Committee),  June  g6,  099,  700, 
702,  704. 

Gretton,  Mr.  J.  [Derbysliire,  S.] 
Incest  Bill  (Cmmnittee),  704,  705. 
Innkeepers'    Liability     Bill    (Committee), 

June  26,  KM.     .    "  r\r^(fli> 
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Orey,  Earl 

Canteens,  Nev  Kalen  for  Management  of 
— Power  of  Commanding  Offieer  of 
applying  Co-operative  Principle  to 
Management  of  Canteens,  Jidy  S, 
1168. 

Koyal  DecUration  Bill,  Jvtne  U,  494. 

<3re7,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  [Northnmber- 
land,  Berwick] 

Finance  Bill  (CommUlee),  June  US,  309. 

Oriffith,  Mr.  E.  [Anglesey] 

Anglesey  Train  Servicaa,  Inadequacy  of, 
alleged  —  Compelling  London  and 
North-Wewtem  Railway  to  provide 
Satisfactoi-y  Service,  proposed,  July  7, 
1521. 

Chindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Bail- 
way  Bill 

/.  2tt.»  June  S3,  194. 
Com. '  June  S3,  195. 
Hep.'  Julys,  1125. 
3R.*  July  7,  1497. 

Chroves,  Mr.  [Salford,  S.] 

Innkeepers'  Liability  hi]\{Committee),  June 
'i6,  713. 

Cluest,  Mr.  [Plymouth] 

Recraiting— Number  of  Itecrnits  enlisted 
siuceNlarch,  1903,  for  Infantry  or  Line, 
-Number  of  Si)ecials,  etc.,  June  30, 
919. 

Ouiana  —British 

Goalie  Iinporlations  into,  Cost  of — Amount 
done  by  Covemmentof  British  Guiana 
or  Taxpayers  of  Colony,  Communica- 
tion of  Laws  regulating  Importation, 
to  Brussels  Commission,  for  decision 
as  to  system  constituting  a  Sugar 
Bounty. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A,  Mr.  J.  Chambei- 

lain.  June  H,  386. 
Q.  Mr.  (;.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  'ZS,  55. 

Otm  Wharf 

sec  Navy — Armaments. 

Guinea  Postal  Order's  Bill 

K.  can.*  Juntas,  368. 
cnn.*  JuneS4,4S». 

iMbaU  on  SB.  [H.C.],  June  36,  685. 

Charitable     Contributions,     Use     of 
Orders  for— 687,  690. 

Cost  of  Printing,  etc.,  687,  688,  690. 
Loss  on  Cheques,  691. 
c.  3r.*  June  so,  691. 
I.   lit.*  JuneS;),TJ3. 

2r.  Com.'  June  JO,  905. 
hep.*  July  0,  1356. 
3r.»  July  7,  1516. 

Ourdon,  Sir  W-  Brampton  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Employment  of  Ciiildreu  Bill  {Committee), 
June  J3,  Soti. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill  {Committee), 
June  M,  706,  711,  712. 
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Halsbnryi  Earl  ot—Lord  Chancellor 

Divorce  Bill,  June  S3,  212. 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment)  London  Bill, 
July  7,  1515. 

New  Zealand  Court  of  Appeal — Decision 
of  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Priory 
Council,  Alleged  Attack  on  Court  of 
Appeal,  June  .'H,  652. 

Hamilton  Burgh  ProTisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

;.  2r.*  July  S,  1248. 
3r.*  July  7,  1499. 

Hamilton,  Et.  Hon.  Lord  Q.—Secretaiy  of 
State  for  /nrfia  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Aden  Bounda'-y  Commission — State  of 
Proceeding  of,  Autliirity  Besponsiblt; 
for,  Date  of  Laying  Paper*  beforo 
Parliament  Uncertain,  June  29,  791. 

Agricultural  Banks  in  India — Number  of. 
Unknown,  Rejiort  of  Committee  of 
Inquiry  to  be  Laid  on  the  Table,  July 
:',  1172. 

Barmaids  in  Bnrmah  —  Legislation  pro- 
hibiting Employment  of,  to  be  intro- 
duced, June  SJf,  388. 

Bombay,  Licensed  Premises  in — Increase 
of,  Reason  for,  June  22,  45. 

Cancer  in  India — Cases  recorded  separ- 
ately in  Hospital  and  Dispensary  Re- 
turns, Form  of  Returns  under  Con- 
sideration, June  25,  553. 

Delhi  Manosttvres — Use  of  Black  Powder 
at.  Communication  with  (tovernment 
of  India  on  Subject  of,  July  S,  \  185 

Foreign  Imports  into  India — Total  tiu- 
ports,  Amount  consisting  of  Manu- 
factured Goods,  July  H,  1377. 

Indian  Army. 

British  (MHcers'  Leave,  Leave  grantot 
at  discretion  of  Lieut. -General", 
Inadvisability  of  Altering  Pres- 
ent Methods,  JiJy  6,  139S. 

Otficers'.Chargers— Proposed  Grant  of 
privilejfes  to  Indian  Cavalry  Otfi- 
C'irs  with  regard  to  Chatger*, 
under  Consideiation  of  the  Indian 
Government,  June  24,  374. 

Privilege  Leave  and  Furlough— Al- 
lowing Officers  to  combine  Privi- 
lege Leave  and  Furlough,  Govern- 
ment inquiring  into  Matter,  July 
0,  1394. 

Indian  Imports  on  Band  Instruments, 
Decision  with  regard  to,  July  S,  1186. 

Indian  Native  States,  Administrative 
Control  of — Number  under  Control  of 
Political  Agents  to  be  ascertained. 
June  S5,  542. 

Indian  Officials  on  Leave,  Reduction  of 
Fares  of — Consideration  of  Question 
by  Committee  appointed  to  Report  on 
Mail  Service,  JtUy  0,  1396. 

India,  Wheat  Cultivation  in — Acreage  of 
Land  under  Cultivation,  Exporta  for 
year  1001-2,  Juw  2i,  44. 
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Hunilton,  Bt  Hos-  Lord  Q.—emU. 

IndiMi  Administration  —  Judicial  and 
Rxecntive  Dnties,  Reparation  of, 
Memorial  AdHreoxed  to  Indian  Gov- 
emmrat  on  Subject  of,  No  Corres- 
pondence between  OovemmentB  sub- 
sequent to,  Juhj  ?,  1 173. 

Indian  Irrigation  Committee,  Report  of— 
Date  of  Laying!  before  Parliament 
Unoertain,  Jwly  S,  1172. 

Plagne  in  India-  Ketuni!)  of  Plague  In- 
oenlation  kept  in  the  Provinces, 
JnlyS.Wli. 

Kailway  Development  in  India— Report 
oi  Mr.  T.  RoltertBon  on.  Recommenda- 
tions of,  not  to  be  cariied  out  without 
Consideration  of  Views  of,  Govern- 
ment ot  India,  July  ?,  1174. 

Wheat  and  Flonr  Exporti  from  India- 
Ports  from  which  Shipped,  Countries 
to  which  Exported,  Quantities  Ex- 
ported, June  en,  663. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of  [Londonderry] 
Amalgania'i  'n  of  Unions,  Irt-lanH— Con- 
sideration by  Commission  of  Cases 
other  than  that  of  Londonderry 
Union  in  regard  to  suggested  Altera- 
tions of  Boundarie!<,  June  SO,  917. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  I,  1068  ; 
Jidy  H,  1446,  1448. 

Hampton  Conrt  Qas  Bill 
/.  Rep.*  Jvne  ?6,  489 

3e.»  Julyg,n2». 
e.  Lord*  AmendtJi.  con.  Jvly  7,  1517. 

Hardie,  Mr.  K.  [Merihyr  Tydvil] 

Australian  Mail  Service-Friction  between 
Britiili  and  Australian  Governments 
with  regard  to— Requiring  Vessel 
Owners  to  Pay  same  Rate  of  Wages 
to  Whites  and  Coolie*,  proposed, 
June  S6,  552. 

Birchine  inflicted  on  Bors  brought  before 

Police  Courts,  Jnne'So,  639,  641. 
Trade  Dispntes,  Roval  Commission  on. 
Expenses  of,  Oiit  of  which  Vote  to  be 
paid,  Composition  and  Terms 
of  Reference  of  Commission, 
Opportunity  for  Discussion  of, 
June  gS,  549. 

Representations  from  Trades  Unions 
as  to  Appointment,  Composition, 
Terms  of  Reference  of.  Taking  of 
Temporary  Commissions  Vote 
at  early  Date,  proposed,  JiilyS, 
11S6.  ' 

Underground  Kitchens— Introduction  of 
Legisktion  with  reference  to,  during 
present  session,  July  6,  1378. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of- 
War/ 

Army  Canteens,  New  Rules  for  Manage 
ment  of— Power  of  Commanding 
Officer  of  Applying  co-operative 
Prinmple  to  Management  of  Canteens, 
July  S,  1168. 


Under   Secretary  for 


Hardwicke,  Earl  ot-eoni. 

Army  Regulations,  June  ,';?,  10,  14. 

Army  Sta£F  Service— Numben  of  Reci- 
niMttal  Majors,  K^uadron  Majors  in 
Cavalry,  etc.,  DtSerenees  in  Pay, 
amount  of,  June  10,  764. 

Imperial  Veomany— Watrant  ttaak  with- 
held from  the  Permanent  St«ff  of  the 
Yeomanry,  Grounds  for  Refusal,  June 
«9,  760. 

Hardy,  Mr.  [Kent,  Ashford] 

Finance  Bill  {Committee)  June  2S,  88,  98. 

Harmswortli.  Mr-  Leicester  [Caithness]. 
Channel  Squadron,  Defective  Gnn  Sights 
in — Measures   for    Improvement    of, 
July<J,\\1h. 

China  Squadron— Gun  Skhts,  ReceQt 
Alteration  of,  Jxtly .?,  1175. 

"M^estio,"  H.M.S.,  Defective  Gun 
.Sights  in— Alteration  in,  July  t, 
.  1175. 

Harris,  Lord. 
Imperial 
743. 


Fiscal    Policy— /»nr   S9,    732; 
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Imperial  Veomannr— Warmnt  Bank 
withheld  from  the  Permanent  Staff 
of  the  Yeomanry,  Grounds  for  Ref  uval, 
June  S9,  760. 

c.  3R*  June  US,  230. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  889. 

Harrow  and  Stanmore  Oas  Bill 
c.  3k.*  June  22,38. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Harrow  Boad  and  Paddington  Tramways 
Bill 

c.  eon.*  June  SS,  899. 
/.  IR.*  June  SO,  645. 
c  3r.»  June  S6,  654. 
/.  2r.*  Com.*  Julys,  1245. 

Harewood,  Mr.  [Bolton] 

Army  Canteens,  Management  of,  under 
new  Rules,  Powers  of  Regimental 
Commanding  Otlicers,  JuJy  3,  1  l;u. 

Finance  Bill  {CmnnuUee),  June  SS,  314. 

Greek  Currant  Monopoly— Communica- 
tions between  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Greek  Government  with  reganl  to, 
July  SI,  1177. 

Trade  Unions,  Royal  Commission  on. 
Constitution  of  —  Appointment  of 
Trade  Unionist  Represeatatives  on, 
/?</y*,  1182. 

Haslett,  Sir  J.  [Belfast,  N.] 

Lunatics,  Charges  for  Maintenance  of— 
Case  of  E.  Lester,  Treatment  of,  as 
Pauper  Lunatic,  in  View  of  Appli- 
cation of  bis  Creditors,  June  tS, 
546. 

Hastings  Tramway  (Extension)  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  J^i/;»e  ?,J,  251. 
con.*  June  ^9,  766. 
2r.*  July  6,  1.368.    ^.^ 
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Hawkesbury,  Loid 

New  Zealand  Conrt  of  Appeal— Decigion 
of  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Pnvy 
Council,  TMsfBitisfactionwith,  June  26, 
692. 

H»y,  Hon.  CUnde  [SUoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  London— Holi- 
day (riven  to  Eniiinew-ina  Branch  on 
King's  Birthdav.  alleged,  Granting 
Compen«atory  Holiday  to  Instrument 
Room  Staff,  -proposed,  J»m  SO, 
916. 

Customs  Assistant  Clerks,  Annual  I^ve 
of— Proposed  Increase,  Reconsidera- 
tion of  Treasury  Decision,  proposed, 
July  6,  1382. 

Police,  Treatment  of —Plea  for  the  Insti- 
tion  of  a  Uniform  Syswm  of  Pay 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Force, 
JuM  m,  639.  j 

Hayden,  Mr.  [Roscommon,  S.]  ^ 

Roscommon  Rate  Collections— Refusal  of  I 
County  Council  to  sanction  Payment 
of  Fees  to'  Persons  having  exceeded 
Prescrihed  Period  for  making  Lodge- 
ments,   Reconsideration  of  Decision,  ' 
proposed,  June  t2,  76.  i 

flSytw,  Sir  A.  [Walsall]  ] 

Military  Lands  Bill,  June  96,  691. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.] 

Access  to  the  House,  July  6, 1495. 

Arbitration  under  the  Labourers  Act  in 
Dundalk— Action  of  Arbitrator,  by 
whom  Appointed,  Office  of.  Preventing 
flerson  having  Direct  Interest  in  Irish 
Land  from  Acting  as  Arbitrator  under 
Labourers  Act,  proposed,  Julyi,  1178. 

Garland,  Dr.,  Gallantry  of— Recommenda- 
tion for  Recognition  of.  Steps  taken 
with  regard  to,  July  1,  1024. 

Irish  Agricultural  Department— Clerical 
Staff,  Reprpsentations  to  Treasury  on 
Behalf  of  Clerks  of  Nine  to  Eleven 
Years  Service  receivine  Salaries  below 
£100,  Result  of  Representations,  July 
7,  1823. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committet),  June  Si,  416, 
430,  478,  480,  481,  483,  48.5,  486,  June 
S9,  819,  834,  835,  837,  843,860,885, 
887,  888,  892,  896  ;  June  SO,  937,  951, 
954  955,  961,  964,  968,  979,  960,  982, 
995,  998,  999,  1101,  1103,  1104,  1011, 
1014:  Jiilyl,  1040,  1042,  1045,  1046, 
1053,  1054, 1057,  1058, 1059, 1061, 1066, 
1074,  1076, 1094, 1107, 1111,  1116, 1120, 
U2I,  1123;  Julys,  1420,  1421,  1423, 
1428,  1428,  1430, 1432, 1434, 1436, 1436, 
1438,  1440,  1441, 1449, 1450, 1451, 1462, 
1455, 1466,  1467. 1458,  1459, 1460,  1461, 
1462,  146.3, 1464,  1465, 1487,  1468, 1470, 
1471,  1472,  1473,  1474  ;  July  7,  1544, 
1549,  1560,  1562, 1564, 1585,  1586, 1588, 
1598, 1602,  1604,  1605,  1612. 
Irish  Land  Courts— Jurisdiction inEngland 
and  Scotland,  June  S4,  392. 
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Heaton,  Mr.  Henniker  [Canterbury] 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  16,  690. 

Hamphni.  Mr.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Incest  Bill  (Committee),  June  ^6,  704. 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  Si,  421, 
422,  453  ;  June  S9,  834,  845,  June  SO, 
945,  946,  987,  1004,  1006,  1008  ;  July 
I,  1045.  1047,  1057,  1069,  1070,  1073, 
1074,  1085,  1118  ;  July  6,  1425,  1428, 
1429,  14.37,  1474  ;  July  7,  .1590,  1610, 
1611. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Army  Regulations,  June  S,il,  5,  13,  14,  15. 

Army  Staff  Service— Number  of  Regi- 
mental Majors,  Lientonant-Colonels, 
Squadron  Majors  in  Cavalry,  etc.— 
Differences  in  Pay,  Amount  of,  J'une 
29,  764. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill, 
June  SS,  218. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill 
(Ornnmitfee),  June  S9,  759. 

I  Hereford 

'■         Diocese  ol—see  Bishonrics  of  SOuthwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 


Hereford,  Lord  Bishop  of 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham 
Bill  (Cvmmittee),  June  26,  649,  650. 

I  Hereford,  Lord  James  of 

I         House  and  Friendly  Societies,  Jtine  tS, 

j  248, 249. 

Herries,  Lord 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  S3, 242. 

Hexham  Qas  Bill 

c.  Hep.*  June  2{),  768. 
con.*  July  6,  1368. 

Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Au- 
gnstns  Railway  Companies  Bill 
/.  3K.*  July  7,  1497. 

His  Majesty's  Theatre 

i  Injunction  granted  against  Mr.  Beertohm 
Tree  in  respect  of  Exhibiting  Name 
of  Theatre  on  the  Premises- Modlfica- 

;  tion  of  Penal  Clauses  in  Terminable 

i  ^1ir':Tew1xMr.A.J.  Bal- 

!  four,  July  2,  1189. 

Hobhonse,  Mr.  0.  [Bristol,  E.] 

Aden  Boundary  CommiMion— State  of 
Proceedings  of.  Authority  Responsible 
for— Date  of  laying  Papers  before  Par- 
liament, June  29,  791. 

Bristol  Post  Office  SUff-Reviaion  of. 
Completion  of,  June  Si,  49. 

Clothing  and  Food  sent  to  T»oi«-»n  Soo* 
Africa  during  1901-1902,  Value  of, 
June  SO,  918. 

Coal  Exported  for  use  of  Royal  Navy- 
Value  of,  June  30,  919. 
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Hon-    Henry  [Somerset- 


Sobhonse,  Mr-  G.—eotU. 

Coal  Exports  to  Foreign  Countries,  the 
Colonies,  and  India— Value  of,  Jtdyl, 
1022.  " 

Military  Stores  sent  to  South  Africa- 
Value  of,  in  1001-1902,  Amount  Ex- 
ceeding Normal  Expenditure,  June  26, 
665. 

Sobhouse,    Bt. 

shire,  E.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  !i.i,  362. 

Holland 

Trade  with— see  Imperial  Fiscal  Policy. 

Solyrood  Palace 

Condition  of. 

Correspondence  between  Lord  High 
Commiiwioner  and  the  Office  of 
Works  to  be  laid  on  the  Table, 
June  es,  493. 

Ke))ort9  and  Correspondence  ^vith  re- 
ference to.  Presented,  Julu  7, 
1499. 

Statement  of  Lord  High  Commissioner 
with  regard  to  Condition  of 
Drainage,  rendering  PaUce  unsafe 
for  Large  Household — Accusa- 
tions against  Lord  High  Cora- 
miH$lniier  for  Abandoning  Palace 
and  statements  of  surprise 
evinced  at  action— Vigorous  At- 
tack of  Scotsman,  Delay  in  Reply 
of  Commissioner  of  Works  as  to 
Drainage,  Papers  moved  for. 
Q.  Earl  of  Levin  and  Melville  ; 

A.  Lord  Windsor,  June  Si, 

15. 

Some  Office 

Bakehouses,  see  sabheading  Factories. 
Birching  as  a  Police  Court  Punishment. 
Os.  Air.  Keir  Hardie,  Ju»^  25,  639 ;  Mr. 
Cochrane,  642. 

Brushniaking,  see  subheading  Factories. 
Cotton  Clotlis,  Manufacture  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Sliackleton,  June  S5,  568  ;  Mr. 

Brigg,  588;    Mr.   Akers   Douglas, 

604. 

•(  'ruelty  to  Animals  Act,  see  subheading. 
Vivisection. 

1  ><)ckers,  see  subheading  Factories. 
Karthenware  Trade,  see  Pottery  Trade. 
ICxplosives,  Storage  and  Management  of. 
Os.   Mr.   Crooks,  June   35,    638 ;    Mr. 
Cochrane,  640. 
Factories. 

Accidents,  Reporting  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Tennant,  June  35,  573. 

Bakehouses,     Inspection    of    under- 
ground. 
Os.  Mr.  J.   Burns,  June  SS,    600  ; 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  605. 

Brushmaking. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  CoUings,  June  US,  579, 
583 ;  Mr.  Asquith,  583. 
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Home  Office— con<. 

Factories — cont. 

Dockers,  Application  of  Acts  to. 

Os.  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Jwm  go, 
594 ;  Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  605. 
Fire,  Precautions  against. 

Os.  Mr.  Tennant,  June  95,  574. 

Laundries,    Application   of    Factoiy 
Acts  to  small. 

Os.  Mr.  Tennant,  JuneSS,  673, 
581 ;  Mr.  J.  Collings,  580  : 
Mr.  Talbot,  587 ;  Sir  .I<An 
Colorab,  589;  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  592 ;  Sir  J.  Stir- 
ling -  Maxwell,  596 ;  Mr 
Akers  DongW,  605  ;  Mr. 
Sloan,  607:  Colonel  Sann 
derson,  622. 

Local  Authorities,  Inspection  by. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  id,  564,  579 ; 
Mr.  J.  ColUngt*,  579. 
Ventilation  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Tennant,  June  S5,  SIZ. 

Women  Inspectors,  Engafiement  oL 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  S5,  561  ;  Mr. 
Asquith,  586  ;  Mr.  Talbot,  587  ; 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  604  ;   Mr. 
Nannetti,  609. 

Fish-curing  Yards. 

Illegal  Hours  in. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  So,  563. 

Sanitation  in.  ' 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  SS,  562  ;  Sir 
John  Colonib,  590  ;  Mr.  Akeis 
Douglas  603. 

Fruit-preserving.  «ee  subheading.  Jam- 
making. 

Jam  making.  Rules  with  regajd  to. 
0*.   Sir  C.  Dilke,  J%tne  S5,  563 ;   Mr. 
Talbot,  588 ;    Mr.   Akers  Douglas, 
603. 

Laundries  see  subheading  Factories, 

Lead  Poisoning  in  the  Pottery  Trade,  ste 
sub-heading  Pottery  Trade. 

Mines— Reports  of  Insrnectors. 
Os.    Mr.  Fenwick,  June  S5,  610;   Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  611. 

Piecework  Trades— Wages  in. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  S5,  66*. 

Police. 

Pensions — Question  of. 
Os.  Captain  Norton,  June  25,  63a. 

Rent  Allowance. 
Os.  Captain  Norton,  June  35,  633 ; 
Captain    Balfour,     635 ;      Mr 
Cochrane,  641. 

Wages — Amount  of. 
Os.  Captain  Norton,  June  t$,  632 ; 
Mr.    Claude   Hay,  639;    Mr. 
Cochrane,  641. 

Pottery  Trade. 

Lead  Poisoniug— Cases  oL 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  S5,  559; 
Mr.  Coghill,  fm,  571 ;  Mr.  Ten- 
nant, 571  ;  -Mr.  J.  Bums,  699 ; 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  602. 
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Home  Office — eont. 

Pottery  Trade — cotU. 

SuspensioDs. 
0».  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  S5,  560. 

Women  engaged  in. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  June  35,  559. 

Reports— Preparation  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Jolrn  Ellia,  June  25,  611. 

Steaming  Act — Operation  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Shackleton,  June  SS,  568. 

Vivisection — Control  of. 
Os.  Mr.  John  Ellia,  Jww  25,  612,  628 ; 
Sir  F.  Banbury,  616;  Mr.  S\rift 
MacNeill,  617,  626;  Sir  Michael 
Foster,  623,  626 ;  Dr.  Hutchinson, 
625  ;  Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  626 ;  Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor,  630. 

Hope,  Mr.  James  [Sheffield,  Brightside] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  23,  115. 
Naval  Proeramme,  Suggested  earlier  Issue 
of — Work  in  An  ears,  July  S,  1205, 


New  Battleships  and  Armoured  Cruisers 
— Constmctioa  of.  Date  of  Inviting 
Tenders  for,  June  S6,  662. 

Homer,  Mr.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Traction  Traffic  in  the  Metropolis — Incon- 
venience Caused  by.  Legislation,  pro- 
1,  Jmie  il2,  72. 


Homsey 

Polling  Districts,  Alteration  of— Order  of  :  Iceland 
County  Council  Presented,  June  S3, 
201,  253. 

Horses  for  the  Army 

Requirements  tf  the  War  Office  with  re- 

fard    to — Issue    of    Circulars    with 
'articulars  of. 
Q.   Mr.     Mansfield;     A.  Mr.     A. 
Fellowes,  July  S,  1177. 

Hoult,  Mr.  [Cheshire,  Wirrall] 

Government     Departments — Distribution  { 
of  Duties,  Committee  of  Inquiry  into, 
Names  of  Members,  July  6,  1398.  I 

House  and  Friendly  Societies  I 

Motion  for  Select  Committee.  I 

Os.  Earl  of  Northbrook,  June  S3,  246,  I 

249  ;  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  247  ;  Lord  i 

Arohbi  a  hop    of    Canterbury,    247,  ; 

249 ;    Lord  James  of  Hereford,  248,  i 

249 ;    Earl  of  Morley,  249 ;    Lord 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  249. 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tramways 
BiU 
c.  2h.»  Com.*  June  SO,  907. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  »,  349. 

Vivisection  under  Adequate  Control  -  De- 
fence of,  June  25,  625. 
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Hntton,  Mr.  A.  [Yorkshire,  W.  R.,  Morley] 

Commercial  Treaties  between  Foreign 
Countries  giving  Reduced  TarilT 
Charges  Retmn  Proposed,  July  I, 
1019. 

Food — Average  Price  of,  in  European 
Countries,  Return  of,  proposed,  July 
1,  1020. 

Hnmber  Commercial  Bailway  and  Dock. 
Bill 
/.  Rep.'  July  2,  1170. 

"  Hyacinth,"  H.M8. 

Cost  of  Repairs,  etc. 
Q.    Colonel  Denney  ;  A.     Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  July  6, 1391. 

Hyde  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  50.  900. 

Hyde  Park 

Motor-ear-s   in— Restriction  from  entering 
Park    until  Introduction  of  Efficient 
Legislation,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  C.    Wason;    A.    Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  June  89,  792. 

Serpentine— Bathing   Shed,  Erection  of, 
proposed. 
Q.     Lieut. -Colonel     Tufnell ;      A, 
Mr.  V.  Cavendish.  June  24,  377. 


Navigation  of  Icelandic  Coast — Lighting 
of  the  Coast,  Representation  to  Danish 
Government,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Doughty  ;   A.   Mr.  B.  Law, 
June  24,  391. 

Imports 

Return  of  the  Committee  on. 
0.  Lord  Welby,  July  6,  1362. 

Imports  and  Exports 

Colonies,  Imports  into,  of  Foreign  Manu- 
factures, during  last  Five  Years, 
Statistics  requested,  July  2,  1176. 

Foreign  Countries,  Imp>orts  and  Exports 
I  between,    carried    in    British    SnipSr 

I  Value  of,  Statistics  requested. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthur;  A.     Mr.   A, 
hvK,  July  S,  1176. 

Return  Presented,  June  SS,  41. 
Incest  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.C.],  June  SO, 
697. 

Affinity,  Cases  of,  699,  700,  703. 

Age  Limit — Question  of,  698,  702. 

Consanguinity— Cases,  699,  700, 703- 

Ireland— Application  to,  706,  706. 

Scotland,  Application  to,  705. 

/.  IR.*  June  S9,  724. 
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laeome  Tax 

Abatement  of— Amoont  paid  to  Peraona 

CUiiuing    Abatement,     Amoant    to 

which  Personj  were  eatitled,  for  years 

1901,  1902,  1903. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Jones ;  A.  Mr.  BUiot, 

June  30,  922. 

Appeal   C*see— Practice  with   regard   to 
hearins  of,  in  Great  itritMU  and. Ire- 
land, Aisiuiilation  of  Practice  in  both 
Countries,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 
t,  1186. 

France,  Impoeition  of  Tax  in,   Basi*  of 
Calculation. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;    A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  6, 1375. 

Ireland,  Income  Tax  Collectors — Loss  of 
EmolnmeatB  under  Irish  Land  Bill, 
Inirodnction  of  Scheme  of  Compensa- 
tion, proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Carew ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
/«il«f9,  808. 

Repayments  of.  Delay  in— Inquiry,  pro- 

Q.  Colonel  VVelby ;  A.  .Mr.  Elliot, 
June  S3,  266. 

Incorporated  Law  Society 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

India 

Secretary  of  Slate— lit.  Hon.  LordGeoixe 

Hamilton. 
Under  Secretary— Earl  Percy. 

Administration,  Separation  of— Judicial 
and  Executive  Duties,  Memorial 
Address  to  Indian  Uovemment  on 
Subject  of,  Correspondence  between 
Uovemment!  lubeeqiient  to.  Laying  on 
Table,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Wason ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  i,  1173. 

Agricultural  Banks — Number  of,  Result  of 
Experinieuts,  Reports  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  (J.  Hamilton, 
July  a,  1172. 

Array. 

British   Officers'   Leave— Increase   of 

Number  of  Officers  having  year's 

Leave  of  Aluence  at   the  Same 

Time,  proposed. 

Q.  Master  of  Elibank  ;  A.  Lonl 

G.  Hamilton,  July  6',  1395. 

British  Soldiers'  Pay — Liability  for 
Increase  in,  Return  PrcHented, 
Julyd,  1370. 

Delhi    Manwnvres,    Use    of    Black 
Powder  at — Reason  for. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;   A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  S,  1185. 

Officers'  Chargers— Granting  Officers 

of       Indian      Cavalry      Similar 

Privileges  as  Officers  of  British 

Cavalry  with  Regard  to  Chargers, 

proposed. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent;    A.    Lord 

G.     Hamilton,     </»ne    2i, 

374. 
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Army — eont. 

Privilege    Leave    and     Forloash — 

Allowing   Officers    to    Coimnne 

Privilege  Leave  with  Fnrloogb, 

proposed. 

q.    Master   of    EUbank ;    A. 

Lord  6.  HamilUm,  Jvi^  ^ 

1394. 

Band  Instrnmenta— Decision  with  Regard 
to  Import  Dtttie3  on. 
V.  Mr.  W.  ChurchUI ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  S,  1186. 
Cancer — Cases  of.  Recorded  Separately  in 
Hospital    aud    Dispensary    Retains, 
Decision  with  R^ard  to  Proposal, 
g.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  io,  652. 
Foreign  Imports— Total  Imports,  Amoant 
Consistmg  of  Manufactured  Goods. 
q.  Mr.   S.   Buxton;    A.   Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  July  6,  1377. 
Great    Indian    Peninsular     Annuities — 
Decision  of  Hoose  on.  Intentions  with 
R^ard  to  Altering  the  Law. 

q.  Sir  G.  Hartley ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July .?.  1186. 
Irrigation    Works  —  Commission    of    In- 
quiry, Report,  Date  of  Laying  before 
Parliament. 
q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  G.   HamU- 
ton,  July  S,  1172. 
Native  States,   Administrative     Control 
of— Number  under  Control  of  Political 
Agents,  Increase  in  Number  of  States 
so  Controlled, 
C.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree;    A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton.  June  S5,  542. 
Officials  on  Leave,  Reduciion  of  Fares  of 
— Repreteotition  to   Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steimship  Company. 
q.  Matter  of  Elibank  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
(i.  Hamilton,  July  6',  1395. 
Plague,  Iiioualation  fur— Return  of  Plague 
Inoculation    pro]>osed. 
q.  iJr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  a,  1173. 
Railway  Development  in — Report  of  Mr. 
T.  Robertson  oa.   Carrying  out  Re- 
commendations of,  etc. 

qi.  Col   Denny,  Mr.  Randies ;  At. 
L  >rd   G.    Hamilton,   July    S, 
1174. 
Royal  Declaration,  Attitude  towards— <e< 

Royal  Declaration  BiU. 
South  African  Garrison— Proposed  Charge 
on  India  for  Maintenance  of,  Con- 
s  deration  of  Indian  Opinion. 
qi.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Juw  Si,  397. 
Wheat  Cultivation  in— Land  Suitable  for, 
Acreage   of  Laud  at    presant  under 
Cultivation,  Exports  tur  years  1846, 
1902. 
q.  Sir  H.   Vincent;    A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  Si,  44. 
Wheat   and    Flour  Exporis — Borts  from 
which  and  to  which  Shipped,  Quanti- 
ties Exported. 
q.    Mr.  H.    Craig;    A.    Urd  G. 
HamilUm,  June  te,  663. 
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SESSION    1903. 
June  22 — July  7. 


[Ind-Ire 


IndU  Offic* 

gee  Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill. 

Retirement  Regalations— Members  of 
Permanent  Establiahment  Retained 
in  tlie  Serviue  after  the  age  ef  65, 
Betom  Presented,  June  23,  253. 

Indirect  Taxation 

see  Finance  Bill. 

Indiambber,  Gnttapercha.  and  Telegraph 
Works  Company  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Indnstrial  Schools 

see  Employment  of  Children  Bill. 

Inebriate  Beformatories 

Church  Army  Newdigate  Farm  Home — 
Copy  of  Regulations  for  Management 
aod  Discipline  Presented,  June  SO, 
903,  910. 

Girgenti  Reformatory — Amount  received 
out  of  Vote  for  Ajssistance  of  in  1902, 
Number  of  Inmates,  Similar  Institu- 
tions applying  for  assistance. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Murray, 
Jxine  S9,  781. 

InfEtnt  Life  Protection  Act  (1897)  Amend- 
ment Bill 
c.  Ordered,  July  S,  1320, 
It.*  Julys,  1320. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Weekly    Returns  of  —  Making   Weekly 
Returns  Compulsory,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
June  S9,  779. 

Infirmaries 

Ireland  —-  County     Infirmaries,     Return 
Hhowing  Charges  and  Liabilities  of, 
proposed. 
V-  Dr.  Thompson;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  J^u/y.2,  1181. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.C.]  June  16, 
706. 

Appeal— Right  of,  749. 

Drunkards — Case  of  Habitual,  715. 

Hours  of  Business — Operation  of 
Bill  Confined  to  ordinary,  712, 
713. 

Magistrates — Decisions  of  Lay,  710. 

Payment  for  Accommodation — Ade- 
quate, 717. 
Scotland— Application  to,  706. 

Towns  of  over  50,000  Inhabitants- 
Exemption  of,  706,  707,  708. 

International  Mercantile  Marine  Associa- 
tion 
see  Navy — Morgan  Combine. 

Ipswich  Oas  Bill 

/.  Sr.'  June  So,  4,90. 

c.  Lords  Amendti.  Con*  June  SO,  9!)8. 
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Ireland 

Bankers  Act  Repeal  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Bee-keeping      Industry— Prevalence     of 

Disease  of  Foal  Brood,  Legislation  to 

enable  apiarists  to  cope  with  Disease, 

proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

June  $3,  265. 

Fair  Tolls— Introduction  in  Land  Bill  of 
Provision     giving     right     to     Local 
Authority     to     Purchase    Tolls    for 
Benefit  of  Locality,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.    Murphy;  /.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, Jul;/  6,  1408. 

Farm   Servants    (Indoor),     Numbers   in 
Census  Returns  of  1891,  1901  respect- 
ively. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Shee  :  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  1,  1022. 

Gold  Ornaments — Transfer  ftoni  British 
Museum  to  Dublin  Museiiiu. 
Qs.  Sir  T.   Esmonde,  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  2i,  83  ;  June  g4,  400. 

Incest  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Land  Purchase,  «ee  that  title. 

Mayors  and  the  Judicial  Oath- -Case  of 
Mayor  of  Clonmel  declining  to  take 
the  Oath— Decision  of  Court  of  Law 
on  Question,  prop<>«ed. 

Qs.  Mr.  Condon ;   As.  Mr.   Atkin- 
son, June  '1-2,  82. 

Poor  Rate— Returns  of  Nulla  Bona — 
Writing  off  of  such  Returns  as  Irre- 

n  f)  V6TA  016. 

Q     Mr.    O'Shauihnessy ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Juiy  6.  1383. 

Royal    Irish    Academy —Treasure    Trove 
'  purchased  by — Amount  and  Number 
of  Purchases  matle  through  Medium 
of  Constabulary. 

Q.  Mr.    H.   Law;   A.  Mr.    Wynd- 
hani,  June  2(i,  664. 

Terminable    Leases    in    Towns — Tenants 
subject  to  Eviction  or  Incre%8e  of  Rent 
without     Compensation — Legislation 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Ffrench ;   A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Jatie  S9,  785. 

Tobacco  Growing  in. 

Abatement  of  Duty  on  Irish-grown 
Tobacco,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;   A,  Mr. 
Ritcliie,  Jane  19,  798. 

Experiments    in  —  Opinion   of    Irish 
Department  of  Apiculture. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  1,  1032. 

Urban  Districts — Return  Presented,  June 
S9,  769. 

Westport  and  Lonisburgh  -:-  Application 
for  Establishment  of  Motor  -  CAr 
Service  between. 

Q.  Dr.   Ambrose ;  A.   Mr.    Wynd- 
ham, Jtin^  .22,  50. 
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Irish  Laud  Bill 

Cuii  •i'lered  in  Committee,  June  S4,  401  ; 
June  39,  816 ;  June  30,  931 ; 
Jiih/  1,  10.36  ;  Jnly  6,  1418. 

-■VWnteeism— Treatment  of,  469,  470, 
471,  472,  473,  474,  835. 

Agricultural  Interests,  430,  431,  466. 

Allotments,  see  subbeiuliDg  Labourers. 

Api>eal— Right  of,  1474,  1598,  161.S. 

Arrears— Payment  of  Rent,  988,  989. 

990,  1451. 
AHhbourne    Acts— Provision  of,  416, 

422,  943,  946,  952,  955,  1098. 

Ax-sistant  Comni'ssioners — Authority 
of,  1611. 

Uonus,  Allocati<n  of,  411,  413,  416, 
418,  422,  432,  984,  985,  986.  1083, 
1098,  1101,  1102,  1104,  1105,  1107, 
1109,  1110,  nil,  1114,  1115,  1121, 
112.%  1578,  1581. 

Buildings  included  with  Land,  1562, 
1563. 

Chancery — Estates  in,  1422,  1424. 

^'onipulsion  in  Bill — Element  of,  SS'i, 
838,  848,  853,  858,  873,  880,  885, 
997, 1096,  1099,  1423,  1424,  1578. 

C'onfjested  Districts — Management  of, 
433,  434,  467,  471,  865,  874,  875, 
876,  877,  878,  879,  880,  881,  882, 
883,  887,  934,  996,  1058,  1077, 
1431,  1435,  1475,  1480,  1485,  1486, 
1490,  1492,  1535,  1536,  1538, 
1540,  1542,  1543,  1544,  1645,  1546, 
1547,  1549,  l.'>50,  1553,  1554, 
1560,  1562,  1563,  1565,  1570,  1571, 
1573, 1575,  1579,  1581. 

Consolidated  Fund  —  Payment  of 
Salaries  out  of,  1037,  1042,  1053, 
10.57. 

Council  or  District  Council,  see  Local 
Authorities. 

County    Court   Judges*,    1014,    1016. 

1037,  1048,  1053,  1060. 

Crown  Reversions  —  Valuation  of. 
1459,  1460,  1461. 

Dairy  and  Tillage  Farms,  429,  430, 
431,  4.33. 

Demesne  Land— Sale  of,  461,  469, 
470,  471,  472,  473,  475,  477,  485, 
840,  1446,1447. 

Eleven  Months  Tenancy,  476,  478, 
479,  480,  482. 

Emigration,  427,  467,  826, 1535. 

Estates  Commissioners,  423,  425,  461, 
464,  465,  468,  470,  487,  839,  844, 
848,  853,  8.59,  865,  870,  871,  880, 
880,  892,  9.32,  934,  993,  994,  998, 
1009,  1011,  1013,  101.5,  1016,  1036, 

1038,  1040,  1042,  1043,  1045,  1046, 
1049,  10.W,  1053,  1056,  1058,  1059, 
1060,1063,  1065,  1066,  1069,  1070, 
1071,  1072,  1074,1077,  1083,  14.32, 
1433,  ir,85. 

Evicted  Tenants,  447,  448,  449,  450, 
451,  462,  453,  454,  455,  456,  457, 
458,  464,  466,  847,  851,  853,  855, 
856,  862,  863,  866,  867,  868,  869, 
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870,  1431,  1432,  1433. 
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Irish  Land  Bill— 'v'- 

Contidered  in  Committee — e<tnt. 

Farmers,  Position  of  Large,  425,  426, 

427,  436,  462,  468. 
First  -  term    Ren's,   see    subheading 

Zones. 

Fitzgei-ald,  Appointment  and  Salary 
of  Mr., 1585,  1592, 1595, 1599,  1600, 
1601,  160.3,  1604,  1605,  1608,  1609. 

Foreshore  Rights,  976,977. 

Gombeen  Man,  1439,  1445. 

Grazing  Lands,  430,  431,  477,  478, 479, 
481,  482,  483,  873,  880,  883,  884, 
1003,  1485.  1488.  1543,  1366, 
1569,  1571,  1575,  1580. 

Hatcheries,  etc.,  834. 

Head  Rents,  1473. 

Incorporated  Law  Society — President 
of  Commission  a  Member  of,  1429, 
1430. 

Incumbrances  and   Mortgagees,    403, 

409,    413,    416,    418,    419,    1439, 

1442,1443. 
Insolvent  Estates,  887,  888, 
Judicial    Commission  —  I'osition    of, 

1430,  1462,  1469,  1470,  1584,  1585, 

1586,  1589,  1590,  1596. 
Judicial  Rents,  gee  subheading  Zones. 
Kerry— Congested  Districts  in,  153. 

Labourers'  Allotments,  816,  817,  819, 
822,  824,  826,  827,  828,  829,  830, 
831,  8,32,8:^3,886. 

Labourers — Definition  of,  1614. 

Land  Agents— Occupation  for,  1071, 
1072. 

Land  Comniif.sion— Valuation  of,  430, 
435, 444, 448,  461,  472,  473,  474,475, 
476,  478,  479,  481,  8.36,  840.  841, 
845,  850,  866,  867,  869,  876,  879, 
891,  935,  940,  951,  954,  960,  978, 
980,  982,  983,  985,  988,  989,  990, 
991,  994,  995,  996,  997,  1001,  1004, 
1005,  1006,  1007,  1008,  1054,  1068, 
1064,  1066,  1067,  1077,  1079,  1080, 
1081,  1082,  1U83,  1105,  1107,  1112, 
1437,  1438,  1446,  1448,  1452,  1453, 
1454,  1455.  1466,  1457,  1458,  1459, 
1461,  1469. 

Land  Conference,  Report  and  Results 
of,  402,  438,  4:.*9,  456.  474,  850, 
857.  162,  953,  957,  963,  966,  1106, 
1110,1111,  1113. 

Land  Judges,  1422,  1423,  1451, 1452, 
1453,  1544,  1455,  1457.  1458,  1459, 
1469,  1584,  1585,  1587.  1588, 1591, 
1592,  1583,  1594,  1595. 

Land  Judge's  Court — Authority  of  the, 
889,  892,  893,  1591. 

Landlords— Interests  of,  403,  408,  413, 

420,  422,  424,  4.35,  452,  464,  1100, 

llOL 
Life  Insurance  Policies,  1084. 
Limitation  of    Advances,    446,   447, 

457. 
Limitation  of  Holdings,  439,  440,  441, 

442,466. 
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Irish  Land  nai—cont. 

Considered  in  Conwnittee — cont. 

Limitation  of  time,  see  subheading. 
Time  Limit. 


Loons  -Method  of  KaiHing,  108 j,  1089, 
1090,  1092,  1093. 

Local  Authoriues  —  Parchase  by 
County  or  District  Council,  816, 
818,  819,  820,  821,  822,  827,  955 
956. 

Ifaximum  Price  (Minimnm  Reduc- 
tion), 427,  434. 

Mineral  RiRhts,  968,  969,  970,  271, 
973,  974,  976. 

Minimum  Price  (Maximum  Reduc- 
tion), 414,  419,  427,  434. 

MortgageeH,  nee  IncumbranoeB. 

O'Brien— Ap|)ointment  of  Mr.  Mur- 
rungh,  1603,  1607,  1609. 

Peasant  Proprietors — Credit  for,  1439 
1440,  1441,  1442. 

Pensions  and  Salaries  of  Commis- 
sionei-s,  1050,  1053,  1054,  1055, 
1057,  1594,  1596,  1598,  1599,  1602, 
1609,  1612. 

Perpetual  Rent  Change,  423, 436, 1095. 

Plan  of  Canii*!-;",  849,  852,  857. 

Poor  Rates— Collection  of,  1449,  1450. 
Population  of  Ireland— Decrease  in, 
444. 

Power  to  Sell— I'ersons  having,  984, 
985,  986. 

Purchase    Money  —  Distribution    of, 

1083,  1086,  1087. 
Remainder  Man,  416,  419. 

Restoctcing  and  llepairing  of  Hold- 
ings, 933. 

Second-term  Rents,  nee  snbheading 
Zones. 

Sinkine  Fund  Payments,  1475,  1482 

Solicitors  of  Commission,  1069,  1070, 
1071,  1074,  1075. 

Sons  of  Tenants— Bill  Extended  to, 
1564,  1.565. 

Sporting  RighU,  937,  9.39,  041,  9i.3, 
945,  946,  947,  949,  951,  932,  954, 
955,  956,  9.'i7,  959,  S60,  964,  966, 
968,  982,  983. 

Stamp  Dutj— Payment  of,  142.'>,  1426. 

State  Cre<lit  for  Peasant  Proprietors, 
see  subheading  Pea*ant  Pro- 
prietors. 

Sub-tenants,  978,  979,  1418. 

Taxpayera — Position  of,  408,  422,  425< 
428,  4.32,  437,  440,  451,  453,  865 
856,  864,  973,  1091,  1096,  112.3, 
1577. 

Tenants— Interests  of,  402,404,  408, 
420,  423,  424,  435,  437,  835,  830, 
846. 

Time  Limit,  1111,  1113,  1114,  1115, 
1116,  1117,  1118,  1119,  1121,  1122, 
1123,  1418,  1410,  1420. 

VOL.  CXXIV.     [Fourth  Skries.] 


SESSION    1903.  [Iri-lrv 

Jiine  22 — July  7. 

Irish  Land  Bill— con'- 

Considered  in  Committee — cont. 

Tithe  Rent  Charge,  1474. 

Tree  Planting,  816,  819,  821. 

Tiinity  College  Estates,   1471,  1472, 
1473. 

Trustees— Position    of,    1427,    1428, 


1448,  1469. 

Turbary— Question  of— 817,  821,  871, 
1002. 

Turf- Manufacture  of,  1003,  1004. 

Untenanted  Land,  Distribution  of, 
444,  443,  460,  840,  1435, 1561. 

Voluntary  element  of  Bill,  836,  839, 
873,  935. 

Woods  Commissioners  —  Power  of, 
1461,  1462,  1463,  1464,  1465,  1466, 
1467. 

Wrench,  Appointment  and  Salary  of 
Mr.,  1037,  1038,  10.39,  1040,  1042, 
1043, 1046,  1047, 1049,  1050.  1051, 
1063,  1054,  1055,  1057,  1058,  1066, 
1599,  1603,  1610,  1612. 

Zones,  System  of. 

First-term  Rents,  402,  404,  400, 
426. 

Judicial  Rents,  402,  414,  424,  4^7, 
436,  436. 

Protection  of  System,  402,  410. 

Second-term  Rents,  402,  405,  426, 
872. 

Advances  for  Purchase  of  Holdings  nnd 
Repayments  to  Land  Commisstun  — 
Return  Ordered,  June  24, 372. 

Borrowing  ^oney  at  fifty -two  per  cent,  for 
purpose  of  building  Dwellings — Em- 
I)odying  Moditication  of  31st  Section 
of  msh  Land  Act,  1881,  in  Land  Bill, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  e,  1180. 

"  Occupiers  of  Land  "),  Definition  of  term. 
Q.  Mr,  T.  O'Donnell  ;  A.  Hit.   Wynd- 
ham, Jj(/y  7,  1530. 

Turf-Cutting — Regulations  with  regard  to, 
on  Estates  Purchased  under  Clao^  19, 
Q.  Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  SO,  924. 

Iron  and  Steel  Trade 

Truck  Act — Deductions  from  Wages  for 
Supply  of  Light  in  the  Iron  Plate 
Tiade,  Taking  Case  under  Act  to 
settle  Question,  proposed,  June  $6, 
660. 

Statistical  Tables  showing  production  and 
consumption  of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig  I  ton, 
and  Production  of  Steel  in  United 
Kingdom  and  Foreign  Countries  for 
years  1890-1901,  Copy  ordered,  Jrtly 
S,  1257. 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order 
Conflrmation  Bill 

/.  IR.*  June  SO,  901. 
3N  49 
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Isle  of  Man 

Kevenne  and  Expenditure  for  1903 — Ac- 
count Presented,  June  SO,  910. 

Jameson,  Major  [Clare,  W.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Commttte*),  June  £4,  424  ; 
-   June  i9,  821  ;  June  SO,  051. 

Jam  MakiTig 

see  Home  Office. 
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June  22 — July  7. 

Joyce,  Mr-  tL—eont. 
Ireland— «on^. 

Limerick  and  Cork  Mafl  Trains— 
Proposed  Alteration  of  Time  of 
Expreaa  Boat  leaving  Dublin, 
Putting  on  early  Train  to  catdi 
II  a.  in.  Expreffi  Boat,  proposed, 
June  St,  78. 

Limerick  Poet  Office— Learners. 


Japan 

Army— British  Attaches  to,  Arrangements 
yrith  regard  to.  Date  of  Annonnoe- 
ment  of  OHiceiB  appointed. 
Q.   Master  of  Elibank ;   A.    Lord 
Cranborae,  Jidy  6,  1396. 

Attitude  towards  Russia— Official  Infor- 
mation with  regard  to  Impeuding 
Hostilities,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  6.  Bowles ;   A.  Mr.  Akers 
Donglas,  July  7,  1631. 

Jeffreys,  Et.  Hon.  Arthur  {Deputy-Ouiir- 
man)  [Hampshire,  N.] 

Committees. 

Irrelevant  Remarks— Attention  drawn 
to,  Jutie  SS,  638. 

L^islation  —  Attention  drawn  to 
matters  dealing  with  Fresh-These 
must  not  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  June  36,  596, 
608, 617,  623. 

Order  of  Debate,  June  t6,  622. 

Jersey,  Earl  of 

Imperial  Fiscal  Policy,  June  S9,  759. 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  S,  1256. 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Heywood  [Sussex,  Horsham] 
British  Seamen,  Discharged  at  Contin- 
ental Ports — Recommendation  for 
Abolition  of  Fees  charged  for  Re- 
mittances under  the  Money  Order  and 
Transmission  System,  Consideration 
of,  June  IS,  544. 

Joicey,    Sir   James    [Durham,    Chester-le- 

Street] 
Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  SS,  292. 

Jones,  Mr.  William  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 

Income  Tax,  Abatement  of— Amount  paid 
to  Persons  claiming  Abatement, 
Amount  to  which  Persons  were  en- 
titled, for  years  1901,  1902, 1903,  June 
S0,92Z. 

Jordan,  Mr.  Jeremiah  [Fermanagh,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  S9,  882 ; 
Julyl,  1073;  July  6, 1^1. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick]. 
Ireland. 

Butter  Trade— Delay  in  Delivery  of 
Saltless  Butter  from  Limerick,  in 
England,  Complaints  with  re- 
gard to.  Inquiry  Proposed,  June 
SS,  83. 
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Influx  of.  Discontinuance  of  Competi- 
tive Examinations  till  Learners 
are  placed  on  the  Establishment, 
proposed,  July  6,  141 1. 

Number  of  unpaid  Male  and  Female 
Learners  u,  July  6,  1411. 

Judges,  Oonnty  Court 

see  County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extennon 
BUI. 

Jndical  Commission 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  Bill 

c.  IB*  June  30,  931. 

Kearley,  Mr.  Hudson.    [Devonport] 

Keyham  Dockyard— Different  Scale  of 
Wag^  at  Engineer  Students'  College 
and  Dockyard,  Equalisation  proposed, 
June  S5,  550. 

Naval  Subsidies— Government  agreements 
with  the  Cunard  Company,  July  t, 
1219. 

Shipe,  Carrying  out  and  Repairs  of— Con- 
tracts with  Dockyards,  July  *,  1229, 
1231. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  Patrick  J.   [Westmeath,  N.] 

Ireland. 

Ordnance  Maps.  Omission  of  Old 
Boundaries  of  parishes  and 
Baronies,  Urban  and  Rural  Dis- 
tricts in  New  Maps,  June  SS,  643^ 

Royal  Canal— Complaints  with  r^ard 
to  condition  of,  Investigation  of, 
proposed,  June  2o,  644. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CommitUe)  June  ^^430; 
July  6,  1473. 

Eenyon,  Lord 

Allotments  (London)  Bill,  July  7, 1509. 

Borough  Funds  Bill  (Cotnmittec),  June  iS, 
238,  239,  240,  241. 

County  Conncils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  TSA\ 
(Committee),  June  SS,  234,  2.36. 

Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  SS,  242. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  and  Powen) 
Bill,  June  S3,  246 ;  June  SO,  906. 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Colonel  William  [Shrop- 
shire, Newport] 

Finance  Bill  {Committee), 
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KflRy,  Oonnty 

Congestion   in — Protest    against  N^lect 

of    Congested    Districts  Board    with 

regard  to.  Compelling  Board  to  take 

Measures  for  Relief,  proposed. 

Q.      Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;    A.    Mr. 

Wyndbaiu,  Juw  30, 925. 

Kilnaaghtin  School,  Tarbet — Admiralty 
grant  for  School,  in  View  of  Attend- 
ance of  Coastgoard  Children,  Jmie 
tS,  So\. 

Railway  Crossings— Delays  at,  Compelling 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company  to  carry  on  Shunting  Opera- 
tions without  Public  Inconvenience, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
Julys,  1412. 

Valentia  Island  Mails— Retention  of  Mails 
at  Cahirciveen  Overnight,  Inconveni- 
ence caused  by — Forwarding  Letters 
the  same  Evening,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Boland  ;    A.   Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  6, 1410. 

Keyham 

Dockyard— Wages  at,  Different  Scale  of 

Wages  paid     at  Engineor  Students 

College  and  Dockyard,   Equalisation 

proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Kearley;    A.    Mr.  Prety- 

man,  Jmie  £5,  550. 

Kilbride,  lir.  [Kildare,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committe-e),  June24,4'-Z!, 
450,  455 ;  June  SO,  963 ;  July  6,  1431  ; 
July  7,  1669,  1671. 

Eimberley  Diamond  Mines 

Law  permitting  Sale  of  Diamonds  to  sus- 
pected Persons  by  Detectives— Intro- 
duction of,  into  Transvaal  L^islative 
Council,  On  whose  representation,  in- 
troduced. 
Q.  Mr.  Markham  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  S4,  387. 

King's  Birthday 

Holiday  for  Telegraph  Emplovees  in  Cen- 
triil  London  Office — Holiday  eiven  to 
Engineering  Branch  alleged.  Granting 
Compensatory  Holiday  to  Instrument 
Stan,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Haj;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  June  30,  916. 

Sing's  College.  London,  Bill 

c.  Rep.'.A«ne2e,  658, 
3r.*  June  30,  906. 

Sing's  County 

Frankford — Proposed  Change  of  Name  to 

Kilcormac — Allowing  County  Council 

to  effect  Change  without  interference 

of  Local  Government  Board,  prop<»ed. 

Q.  Mr.  Reddy ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

June  Z4,  378. 

Singston-npon-Hnll  Corporation  Bill 
c.  e(m.*  July  6,  1368. 
3r.*  July  7,  1617. 
/.  IR.*  July  7,  1498. 
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Kip's  Patents  Bill 

c.  IH.*  June  29,  768. 
;.  Ka^."  June  23,  194. 
3R.»./^M».«,f9,  721. 

Knott  End  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time) 
Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Knowles,  Mr.  Lees  [Salford,  W.] 

St  Botolph,  Bishops^ate,  Value  of  Benefice 
of — No  Communication  paesed  between 
Ecclesiastical  Commission  and  Bishop 
of  London  as  1o  Surrender  of  Part  of 
Income,  July  7,  1620. 

Labouchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Colonial  Tariffs— Surrender  of  Power  to 
Frame  Customs  Tariffs  and  to  Alter 
Practice  of  Self-Governing  Colony 
adhering  to  Treaty  made^  H.M. 
Government— Attitude  of  Colonies, 
June  29,  788. 
Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 

June  33,  341,  343,  367,  368,  359. 
Fiscal  Inquiry— Notification  of,  Taking  of 
Oral  Evidence  at.  Submission  of  Evi- 
dence to  Cabinet,  Publication  of,  etc., 
JuneSS,  86. 

Naval  Subsidies — Abolition  of,  July  2, 
1220. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition— Railroail 
from  Somaliland  Coast  to  Bohotle, 
Intentions  with  regard  to  Construc- 
tion of,  Cost,  etc,  June  22,  67. 

Transvaal  Loan  —  Subscription  of 
£10,000,000  to  Loan,  Nature  of 
Undertaking,  Names  of  Contracting 
Parties,  Date  of  Issuing  Loan,  etc., 
June  SO,  911. 

Labourers,  Lnland 

Agricultural    and     General    Labourers — 
Numbers  included  in  Census  Returns 
of  1801  and  1901. 
Qs.  Mr.   O'Shee;    As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  29,  771,  809. 

Allotments  for — Area  of  Land  Acquired 
under  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acte. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July2,im. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Lon^ord  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme — 
Cause  of  Delay  in  Proceeding  with, 
June  30,  924. 

Cork— Cottage  Allotments,  Delay  in  Pro- 
viding Allotments — Expediting  Com- 
pletion of  Scheme,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.   Sheehan;    A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  23, 266. 

Lambert,  Mr.  Q.ifDevoiiahire,  South  Moltc  n] 

Devonport,  Regiments  Stationed  at — Con- 
nection of,  with  County  of  Devon- 
shim,  Desirability  of  Quartering 
Devonshire  Regiment  in  Devonshire, 
July  1,  1023.  ^ 
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Lambert,  Mr-  Qi.—eont. 

Germany  and  Canada— Action  of  Germany 
in  placing  Canada  on  General  Tan^ 
Correspondence  Ijetween  British  and 
German  Governments,  Laying  on 
Table  proposed,  June  32,  83. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CcmmiUtc),  July  1,  1088. 
1094. 

Irish  Land  Pureliase— Effect  of  Abolition 
of  Quit  Rent  on  Instalments  to  be 
paid  by  Tenant  on  £100  Rental  under 
Land  BUI,  June  Sg,  81. 

President  Loubet's  Visit— Expression  of 
Feeling  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Method  of  Showing  Appreciation  of 
President's  Visit,  July  G,  1415. 

Lambton,  Mr-  F.  W.  [Durham.  South-East] 
Finance  Bill  (CommtUee),  Jvm  S3,  285. 

Lanarkshire  and  Ayrshire  Eailway  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Jnne  30, 897. 

Lanarkshire   and  Dtunbartonshire  Eail- 
way Bill. 


I.  Rep.*  June  30,  900. 
SrT*  JnlyS,  1245. 

Lanarkshire  Electricity  and  Eeftise  Des- 
truction Order  Conflrmation  Bill 

I.  3r.*  Jutu  36,  646. 
Royal  Aflsent,  JutieSO,  898. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Conflrma- 
tion Bill 
I.  IE.*  JtUy  S,  1127. 

Land  Oommission,  Ireland 

Cavan  infreqaency  of-Sittings  at,  alleged 
O.  Mr.  8.  Young;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  June  S'A  50. 
Entaile<l    Estates,  Sale  of  — Method  of 
dealing  with  purchase  money,  Preser- 
vation  of    riifhte   of    remaindermen 
onder  Land  Bill,  etc.  . 

Q     Colonel    Wyndham-Qum ;    A. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Jidy  7,  1534. 

Fair  Rents. 

Appeal  heard  without  due  Notice 
being  served— Case  of  Mr.  KiUoran 
Ballymote,  Result  of  Investiga- 
tion, July  7,  1529. 
County  Limerick  —  Appeal  case  of 
J.  O'Connell,  Delay  in  Hearing, 
alleged. 

Q.  M.  O'Shanghnessy  ;  A.  Ut. 
Wyndham,  July  6,  1383. 

Head  Rent— Insertion  of  Clause  in  Land 
Bill  giving  Tenants  who    purchased 
holdings  under  Head-rent    at    price 
fixed  by  Commission,  proposed. 
O.    Mr.    O'Shanghnessy  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  7.  1530. 
Irish  Land  Courts— Jurisdiction  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  ,    „     .  „  . 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  He«ly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Jnne,  >14.  392. 
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Land  Oommission,  L^land— «>»<• 
Sale  and  Purehase  of  Estates. 

Evicted    Farm— Contemplated    Pnr- 
chase  by  theAdmiralty,  Postpone- 
ment of  purchase  till  after  passing 
of  Land  Bill,  propo&ed. 
Q.     Mr.    Gilhooly;    A.     Mr. 
Pretyman,  June  30,  926. 
Joint  Owners  of  Estates— PoesibUitj 
of  a  Minority  of  Joint  Owners 
Preventing    Sale  —  Insertion    of 
Clause  in  Land  Bill  enabling  Ma- 
jority of  Owners  to  Carry  out 
Sale,  proposed. 

O.   Captain  Donelan  ;    A.  Mr. 
AV-yndham,  July  6, 1407. 
M'Farlane's  Estate,  Case  of— Trans- 
ference   of    from    Land    Judges 
Court  to  Court  of  Land  ComuuB- 
sion— Adjournment  of  Case,  Ex- 
planation of  IrK^ularities  com- 
mitted in  connection  with  Case. 
Q».  Mr.  Dillon  ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  6,  1404. 
The  Acres— AflSdavit  of  Mr.  S.  Gill- 
nior  to  the  effect  that  he  *m 
Tenant  of  the  Lands  of,  for  pnr 
pose  of  obtaining  Advance  from 
Land   Commission— Intervention 
of  the  Crown,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  O'Dowd;   A.  Mr.  At- 
kinson, June  39,  809. 
Tottenham  Estate,  County  Leitniu- 
Delay   in   Sale   of- l:>roceeding> 
against  Tenant*.  .,    „    , 

Q  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  .4.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  S3,  267. 


Land  Conference 
tee  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Lftp<i  Judge's  Court,  Ireland 

Estates  in,  (Jrant  of  Return  relating  to. 
g.    Mr.   Delany;   A.    Mr.   Wyndh&m, 
June  30,  918. 

Land  Purchase,  Ireland 
Motion  for  Return. 
0»   Earl  of  Belmore,  Earl  of  Dentogn. 
July  3, 1248. 

Land  Question,  Ireland 

Advances  for  Purchase  of  Holdings-K«- 
issue  of  Return,  with  certain  Alt«»- 
tions,  prof^sed.  . 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  SO,  784. 
Land  Purchase. 

Abolition  of  Quit  Rent  on  InstalmenU 
to  be  p<vid  by  Tenant  on  flW 
Rental  under  Land  Bill,  Effect  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert  -.A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  June  Si,  81. 

Advances  to    Tenants   under    Uad 

Purchase  Act«,  Total  amounts  oi 

Repayments  made  by  Purehfuera- 

Motion,  Eail  of  Belmore,  My 

3, 1248. 
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Land  of  Lnnatics,  Sale  of,  Provision 

in  Irish   Land  Bill  for    Sale   of 

Estates     of     such    Persons    to 

Tenants. 

Q.  Mr.   S.  mtcheU  ;  A.  Mr. 

Wyndham,  June  tS,  55!7. 

Lung  Growing    Lands— Number    of 
Houses  built — Farms  made  out 
of  Lands,   Cost  of    Transaction, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Jnly  6,  1406. 

Mortgages      on     Landed     Estates, 
Amount  of. 
Q.    Mr.    O'Doherty;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  22,  78. 

Perpetual   Rent   Charge,    Effect   of 
Abolition  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Whitley;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  34,  396. 

Tenants  Purchases  under  the  Ashbonme 
Act — Excessive  Payment  by,  owing 
to  the  Redaction  of  Interest  on  the 
British  National  Debt,  Insertion  of 
Clause  .in  Land  Bill  dealing  with 
Matter,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Power  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  S2,  80. 

Landsdovme,   Uarqnis  of  —  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill  (Committee) 
June  26,  652. 

Imperial  Fiscal  Policy,  June  29,  738, 
744. 

Reservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade— Dis- 
advanta(|[e  of  British  Traders  in 
competition  with  those  of  Foreign 
Nations,  June  25,  538. 

Laundries 

$ee  Home  Office — Factories. 

Laoiie,  Lieat.-aeneral  [Pembroke  ami 
Haverfordwest] 

Motor-cars — Furious  Driving,  Inadequacy 
of  Penalties  inflicted  for,  Legislation 
enabling  Magistrates  to  inflict  Ade- 
quate Rnes,  proposed,  /«ne  S3,  263. 

Law,  Mr.  A.  B. — Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  [Glasgow,  Black- 
friars] 

Alien  Imnii^ation  Returns — No  Informa- 
tion with  regard  to  Inaccuracy  of. 
Source  from  which  Figures  are  De- 
rived, Penalty  for  False  Return. 
July  6,  1373. 

Anglesev  Train  Service,  Inadequacy  of — 
Inability  of  Board  to  Intervene  in 
Case,  July  7,  1521. 

British  Exports. 

Average  Duties  on — Information  not 
yet  Available,  June  22,  70. 
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Law,  Mr.  A.  ^.—eont. 

British  Exports— con<. 

Proportion  of  Exports  to  1902,  con- 
sisting of  Manufactured  Goods, 
Coal,  and  other  Raw  Material, 
Ships  snd  Machinery,  Value  of 
each  Class  of  Goods  taken  by 
British  Colonies  and  Foreign 
Countiies,  July  6,  1374. 

British  Imports  into  Self  Governing  Col- 
onies—Value per  head,  of  Aggregate 
Population,  July  9,  1177. 

Commercial  Treaties,  Most-favoured  Na- 
tion Clause. 

British  Government,  Attitude  of,  with 
regard  to  Contention  of  United 
States  that  Concessions  granted 
Conditionally  cannot  be  claimed 
under  Clause,  June  22,  -16. 

Countries  refusing  such  Treatment  to. 
Great  Britain — Character  of  ad- 
vantages given  to  other  Countries, 
Retnm  to  be  granted,  June  14, 
376. 

Food,  Average  price  of,  in  European 
Countries — Proposed  Return,  July  1, 
1020. 

Foreien  Imports  into  British  Colonies — 
Total  Imports  for  year  1901,  July  6, 
1375. 

Glasgow  Corporation  Electric  Tramways, 
Accidents  on— Number  during  Year 
ending  June  1st,  1903,  Number  Fatal, 
Number  causing  Damage  to  Property, 
June  20,  661. 

High  Voltage  Currents  on  Bare  Wires  on 
Public  Roads— liestrictions  as  to  use 
of,  etc., /««e;?^,  376. 

Imports  and  Exports  between  Foreign 
Countries  carried  in  Britisji  Ships, 
Estimated  Tonnage  of  British  Ships, 
Statistics,  July  2,  1176. 

Ireland. 

Butter  Trade— Delays  in  Delivery  of 
Saltless  Batter  from  Limerick, 
in  England,  Complaints  with 
Regard  to.  Inquiry  in  Progress, 
June2,i,  83. 

Lighthouse  Keepers  —  Vacations, 
Length  of.  Facilities  given  for 
Religious  Observances,  July  3, 
1259. 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896  —  Cause  of 
Delays  in  Procedure  under.  Date  of 
Confirmation  of  County  of  Middlesex 
Light  Railways  Order,  1903,  Un- 
certain, June  29,  773. 

Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Railway  - 
Irregularities  and  Breaches  of  BcaM 
of  Trade  Regulations,  Explanation 
and  Promises  of  Railway  Company, 
July  6,  1413. 

Navigation  of  the  Icelandic  Coast — Light- 
ing of  the  Coast,  Representations  to 
Danish  Government  useless,  June  24, 
391. 
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Law,  Mr.  A.  B.— con/. 
Railways. 

Croasings  in  County  Kerry,  Delays 
at  —  CommnnicatioDs  between 
Board  of  Trade  and  Rural 
Council,  Jvly  6,  1412. 

Rates  —  Grievances  of  Traders  — 
Defence  of  the  Action  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  July  g,  1239, 
1241, 1242. 

Royal  Canal,  Ireland— Inspections  ot 
Farther  Inspection  to  be  made  if 
necessary,  June  S5,  644. 

Ships  built  in  United  Kingdom— Export 
of.  Ships  Exported  not  Recorded  in 
Statistical  Abstract  previous  to  1899, 
July  1,  1020. 

Statistical  Abstract— Publication  of,  at 
Earliest  Possible  Date,  July  6,  1374. 

Sugar. 

Bountiea,  Average  Bounty  paid  by 
Germany,  Austria,  and  France 
during  last  Five  Yeari*,  June  S9, 
772. 
Prices  of— Average  Price  of  Sugar 
during  last  Five  years.  Present 
Price  of  Sugar,  Jvnr  t9, 772. 

Tin  Plate  Bars,  Importation  of — Total 
Weight  and  Value  of  Imports  during 
1903,  Countries  from  which  Shipped, 
etc.,  June  Sg,  46. 

Trade  of  British  Colonies  with  United 
Kingdom,  other  British  Possessions, 
and  Foreign  Countries,  in  Years  1890- 
1900,  Statement  to  be  laid  before  the 
House,  June  S3, 254. 

Wexford  Train  Service  —  Proposed  In- 
quiry in  View  of  Provision  of  more 
Efficient  Sunday  Evening  Service,  Not 
a  Case  for  Interference  of  Board  of 
Trade, /un«  59,  811. 

Wheat. 

Canada  and  the  United  States  — 
Exports  from— Proportion  of  Ex- 
ports of  Canadian  and  not 
United  States  Growth,  Statistics 
not  Available,  Jvly  7,  1621. 

France — Import  Duty  in.  Amount  of. 
Price  ofi  as  compared  with  Great 
BriUin, /i//y  5,  1175. 

Germany — Duty  on,  and  Price  of,  as 
Compared  with  English  Prices, 
July  6,  1375. 

Wireless  Telegraphy  for  Lightships  — 
Date  of  Completing  Installation 
Uncertain,  June  SO,  923. 

Law,  Mr-  H.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Ancient  Monuments  (Ireland)  —  Protec- 
tion of  Monuments'  not  Vested  in 
Public  Authority,  Introduction  of 
Provisions  in  Land  Bill  Relative  to, 
July  6,  1408. 

Bartonport  and  Letterkenny  Railway — 
Delays  at  Burtonport  oa  22nd,  23rd, 
and  24th  June,  Action  of  Board  of 
Works  with  regard  to,  Jnhj  6,  1400. 
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Irish  Land  Bill  {Commitiee),  June  H,  444, 

445  ;  July  6,  1443,  1446, 
Eoyal    IrUh    Academy— Treiisuie  Trov« 
Purchases,  Amount  aud  Number  of 
Purchases  made  through  Medium  of 
Constabulary,  June  16, 664. 

LawBon  Mr.  Q. 

Smallpox  in  North  Staffordshire— Number 
of  Cases  in  the  Potcery  District,  De- 
crease of  Epidemic,  Control  of  Bagnall 
Joint  Hospital,  June  SS,  263. 

Lead  Poiaoning 

see  Home  Office— Pottery  Trade. 
Leamy,  Mr.  &  [Kildare,  N.] 

Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race— Extra  Poliee 
Requisitioned  for  Duty  on  Oeca-^'on 
of.  Cost,  by  whom  borne,  June  13, 
266 ;  June  t5,  656,  June  US,  807  :  Jul$ 
1,  1031. 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Committet),  June  tt,  425, 
431. 
Lee,  Mr.  Arthur  [Hampshire,  Fareham] 

Guinea     Postal    Orders   Bill.   Junf    56, 
689. 
Leese,  Sir  Josejth  [Lancashire,  Accringtoa] 

Incest  Bill  (Committee),  June  g6,  704. 
Lenc  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Enci-oachment  of  the  Sea  on  E^st  Coast- 
Attention  of  Admiralty  Hydr<«rarfier 
directed  towards  Erosion  of  East 
Coast,  June  Sg,  54. 

Letterkenny 
Railway  at. 

Level  Crossing    on    Burtonport  and 
Letterkenny  Railway — Delay  at, 
Provision    of  Adequate  StaJff  at 
Crossing,       Representation      to 
Lough  Swilly  Railway  Company, 
proposed. 
0.    Mr.    M'Faddens     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  6,  1384. 
Management   of  —  Workinp    Agree- 
nient     l)etween     the     Board   « 
Works    and    the    I.oagh    Swilly 
Railn'av  Company,  Copy  of.  He- 
questea.  .      ,, 

Q.    Mr.    AfFadden  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Julyg,  1179. 

Station— Erection  of  Overhead  Bridgs 
at.  Application  for,  by  Urbsa 
Council,  Attitude  of  Boanl  of 
Works  with  reward  ta 

Q.    Mr.   M'Fadden;    A.     JJr. 
Wyndham,  Julyg,  1179. 

Leven  and  Melville,  Earl  of 

Holyrood  Palace,  Condition  of— Statement 
with  regard  to  Condition  of  Diauagflk 
Rendenng  Palace  unsafe  for  Large 
Household,  Accusations  against  Lord 
High  Commissioner  for  abaodoniiig 
PiJace,  and  Statements  of  Snrf«ise 
evinced  at  Action,  Vigorous  attack  ol 
the  Scotsman,  Delay  in  reply  of  Co«- 
missionerof  Works  as  to  Drainage, 
Papers  moved  for,  June  gg,  15. 
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LsTjr,  Bfr,  M.  [Leicestershire,  Loughborough] 

Finance  Bill  {Committee),  June  iS,  149, 
150. 

Lewis,  Isle  of 

Skigersta,  Sea  Wall  at— Progress  of  Con- 
struction of. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

Julu  1,  1020. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  lH,  161, 
182, 176,  177, 178. 

Lichfield 

Diocese  of — see  Bishoprics  of  Southwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 

Life  Association  of  Scotland  Bill 

/.  Royal  A»-oat,  June  SO,  89S. 

Life  Assurance  Companies 

Colonial  Companies— Premiums  paid  to, 
by  Taxpayers,  Deduction  in  Respect 
of. 


Q. 


A.    Mr. 


Mr.    W.    Redmond ; 
Ritchie,  Jidff  J,  1025. 

Life  Insurance 
sec  Finance  Bill. 

Life  Insurance  Policies 

see  Irish  land  Bill. 

Lights,  Lighthonses  and  Lightships 

Lighthouse  Keepers,  Irolmd— Length  of 
Vacations  of,  Facilities  given  for  Re- 
ligious Observances. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  3,  1259. 

Wireless  Telegraphy — Number  of  Light- 
ships to  be  provided  with.  Date  of 
Completing  Installation. 

Q.  Major  Seely  ;  A.  Mr.   B.  Law, 
June  30,  923. 

Lima  Bailways  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Limerick 

Gabbett  Estate— Management  of,  in  Hands 

of  Judges  of  the  Land  Court,  Name  of 

Receiver,  Number  of  Years  Purchase, 

etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

June  SO,  924. 

Post  Office — ^Learners,  Influx  of,  into — 
Nunil>er  of  unpaid  Male  and  Female 
Learners,  Discontinuance  of  Competi- 
tive Examinations  till  Learners  are 
placed  on  the  Establisliment,  pro- 
posed. 
Qs.  Mr.  Joyce ;  Ak.  Mr.  Ansten 
Cliamberlain,  July  6',  1411. 

Uatior  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

Licensing    (Ireland)    Act,    1902  —  Inland 
Revenue  Officer  Constituting  himself  a 
Court  of  Appeal  under.  Introduction 
of  Remedial  Legislation,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  3,  1259. 
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Idanor  Trade  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

— etmt. 

Licence  Redaction — Action  of  the  Wands- 
worth Justices,  Advisability  of  taking 
Steps  to  prevent  Ceutiscation  of 
Licensed  Property,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Thornton;    A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Jitly  6,  1398. 

Licences  Refused  Renewal — Inclusion  in 
Return  of,  of  Licences  Sorrondered, 
Return  of  Licences  Surrendered,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar;   A.  Mr.   Akers 
Douglas,  June  $4,  374. 

Lismore 

Garrotting  Case — Action  of  Police  with 
regard  to  Arrest  of  Garrotters. 
Qs.  Mr.  O'Shee ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndliam, 
June  SS,  76. 

Liverpool 

Voluntary  Rates — Application  for,  Affixed 

to   Demand   Notes   for   Compulsory 

Rates,  Informing  Churchwardens  of 

Objections  to  Practice,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Taylor;  ^.  Mr.  W.  Long, 

June  SO,  914. 

Liverpool  University  Bill 
c.  2k.*  Com."  June  S6,  655. 

Llandaff,  Viscount 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  25,  512. 

Local  Qovemment  Board 

Borough  Funds  Bill,  see  that  title. 
Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Local  aovemment  Board,  Ireland 

StaiT— Depa>ture  from  Usual  Practice  in. 
Appointment  of.  Transfer  of  Mr.  C. 
O'Connor,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Sheehan;    A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  S$,  81. 

Local  Qovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders(No.  DBill 
;.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  897. 

Local  Gbvemment  (Ireland)    Provisional 
Order(No.  2)Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill 

c.  ton.*  June  e9,  766. 
/.  1R.»  June  30,  903. 
c.  ^v..*  June  SO,  907. 

I  Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
I  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  897. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill 


c.  Rep*.  June  gS,  252. 
eon.*  June  Si,  369. 


I.  IR.*  July  6,  1323 
c.  3r.*  July  0,  130''. 
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Local  Qovemment  (Ireland)  Provisioiial 
Qrden  (No.  6)  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  S:>,  3. 
3r.»  Jvnc  SS,  491. 
Royal  Awent,  June  30,  897. 

Local  Oovenunent  (Irelaitd)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  June  S4,  370. 
/.  IR.*  July  e,  1323. 
.  e.  3r.*  July  6,  1369. 

Local  Qovemment  (Lreland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No-  8)  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  June  S2,  3. 
3r.*  June  S5,  491. 
Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes)  Bill 

I.  3R.*  June  26,  646. 

c.  Lords'  Amendts.  eon.*  June  SO,  907. 


INDEX.  [VoL  124. 

June  22— July  7. 

Local   Ctovemment   Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill 

/.  Com.'  June  ;iS,  196. 


Local  Oovenunent 
(No.  1)  Bill 


Provisional   Orders 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Jitne  SO,  897. 

al    Qovemment    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Aaaent,  June  30,  897. 

Provisional   Orders 


Local   Qovemment 
(No.  3)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  897. 

Local  Qovemment    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill 
/.  3R.*  June  '2S,  3. 

c.  Lord*'  Amendts.  con.*  June  24,  369. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Jwie  SO,  897- 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional   Orders 

(No.  6)  em 

/.  Rep.*  June  S2,  3. 
3r.*  Jnne  SS,  196. 
Royal  Assent,  Juite  SO,  897. 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional   Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill 
I.  Rep.*  June  33,  3. 
3R.*  June  £3,  196. 
Royal  Assent,  June  30,  897. 

Local   Ctovemment    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  Si,  370. 
3b.*  June  ?5,  639. 
IR.*  June£6,Ufi. 
2r.*  July  7,  1498. 
Com.*  July  7,  1498. 

Local    Qovemment  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  June  26,  657. 
I.  lB.»  June  29,  723. 

c.  3r.*  June  29,  766. 
I.  2H.'  July  7,  1498. 
Com.*  July  7,  1498. 
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3r.*  July^',  1127. 
3R.'  July  1,  1498. 

Local   Ctovenunent   Provisional   Orden 
(No.  11)  Bill 
I.  Kep.*  June  22,  3. 
3r.*  June  23,  196. 
Royal  As-sent,  June  30,  898. 

Local   Qovemment   Provisional    Ordan 
(No.  12)  BUI 
/.  Cmn  *  Jtaie  23,  196. 
Rep.*  JuM  SO,  902. 
3R/'Jidy2.  1127. 

Local  Qovemment    Provisional    Orden 

(No.  13)  Bill 
I         c.  Rep.*  July  S,  1256. 
con.*  Julys.  1369. 
i         /.  IR.*  July  7,  Um. 
I         e.  3R.*  July  7,  1317. 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional   Orden 

i  (No.  14.)  Bill 

/.  Com.*  June  23,  196. 
I  Sr.*  July2,nz;. 

'  3tL.*  July  7,  1*98. 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional    Order 
I  (No.  16.)  Bill 

e.  Hep.*.  July  7,  1519. 

Local  Oovenunent  Provisional  Order 
(No.  16.)  BiU 

/.  Com.*  June  33,  196. 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional    Order 
(No.  17.)  Bm 
c.  Rep.*  June  23,  251. 
con.*  June  24,  369. 
3R.*  June  23,  539. 
I.  IR.*  June  26,  646. 
2r.*  July  7,  1498. 
I  Com.*  July  7,  1498. 

Local    Qovemment    Provisional    Order 

(No.  18.)  Bill 
c.  3b.*  June  22,  38. 
I.  IR.*  June  23,  197. 

2R.*  July  7,  1498. 

Com.*  July  7,  1498. 

Local    Qovemme;at    Provisional    Order 
(Qas)  Bill 
I.  Rep.*  June  22,  3. 
3r.*  June  23, 196. 

Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Local  Qovemment  Provisionad  Order 
(Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June^SO,  897. . 
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Local   GoTemment    ProTisional 
(Poor  Law)  Bill 
I.  C<ym.*  June  23,  196. 
Rep.*  June  30.  9«Ji 
3K.*J^M/y  5,11-27. 

Local  Oovenunent  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill 

0.  Lord  Kenyon,  Juiie  S3,  245. 

1.  2R.*  JuneSS,^^. 

Motion  for  Committee   [H.L.],  June  30, 
205. 
County  Council  Resolntion,  905. 

Veto  of  Local  Aathorities,  905. 

West  Riding  County  Council — Reso- 
lution of,  905. 

Local  Taxation 

(Scotland — Amount  paid  into  Account  to 
March,  1903,  Amount  paid  as  Grant 
for  Relief  of  School  Fees  under 
Education  and  Local  Taxation  Ac- 
count (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 
Q.  Ml-.  Caldwell  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Murray,  June  S3, 258. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill 

/.  Itep.*  J'KHf  i?*,  489. 

•iK."  JuneM,  901. 
r.  \R.*  June  30,  9<»9. 

Lockwood,  St.  Col-  A.  [Esse-v,  Epping] 

Access  to  ihe  House,  JxUy  6,  1495,  1496. 

Uogs,  Experiments  on— Powers  uuder 
Certificate  granted  to  Professor, 
Scbafer,  June  29,  771. 

Incest  Bill  (ComtniUee),  June  S6,  691,  701 
702,  706. 

Locomotives  on  Highways  Act 

see  Mo:or-Cui-»  Bill. 

London 

Public  Buildings  in  Whitehall,  etc.,.  Date 
of  Completion. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, June  S5,  545. 

School  Children  —  Physical  and  Mental 
CunJition  of.  Institution  of   Inquiry 
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Orders 


[Loc— Lon 


into,  proposed. 
?.  Sir  J.  Goi 
June  22,  47 


Gorst;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 


Traction  Traffic  in.  Inconvenience  caused 
by — Legislation  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Homer ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
June  S3, 72. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  (Joast  Bail- 
way  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  3,  1256. 

London  County  Oouncil 

Allotments,  tee  Allotments  (London)  Bill. 

County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  BilL 
see  that  title. 

Lunatics,  Powers  relating  to — tee  Lunacy 
Acts  (Amendment)  Bill. 
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London  County  Council— <»»<. 

Vehicles,   By-law  relating   to — No  Con- 
ference   airaoge<l     between     Parties 
Interested    in    Expediting    matters, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Causton ;    A.    Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  June  SO,  915. 

Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Bailway 
Irregularities  and   Breaches  of  Board  of 
Trade  Hegulatious — Immediate  Steps 
to  enforce  Regulations,  proposed. 
Q.  Dr.  Thompson ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  6,  1413. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of— President   of 
Board  of  Education. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  Bill, 
July  d,  1251. 

London  &  North- Western  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  June  26,  6o7. 
con.*  July  I,  1017. 

London  Hydraulic  Power  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Bailway 
Bill 

/.2k.*   Jnw  ..'!.  I'Jl 
i'oin.*  June  ..'■!,  ly.l. 
Com.*  June  .ii),  721. 

London  University 

Members  of  the  Senate — Amendment  of 
the  University  of  London  Act,  render- 
ing Members  of  Senate  Ineligible  for 
Positions  as  Professors,  etc. ,  proposed. 
q.  Mr.   C.   Grant;   A.   Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  7,  1526. 

Long.  Bt.  Hon.  Yf.— President  of  the  Local 
Government  ifoarc/ [Bristol,  S.] 

Beeston,  Bedfordshire,  Insanitary  Cotta- 
ges at — Steps  for  Improvement  of, 
July  1,  1026. 

Education  Act,  1902— Section  23  (4),  Issue 
of  Regulations  at  early  Date,  June 
25,  543. 

Education  Rate  —  Pasnive  Resistance, 
Seizure  of  Goods  in  Exce-is  of  Value 
of  Rate  demanded,  etc  ,  Jtdy  7,  1527. 

Glycerinated  Coif  Lymph  for  Scotland-- 
Arrangements   for  Supply,  June  JH, 

777. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Weekly  Returns  of-  - 
Returns  at  present  Voluntary,  Jumk 
29,  779. 

Law  of  Valuation — Introduction  of  Fresh 
Legislation,  Date  Uncertain,  July  7, 
1522. 

Metropolitan    Poor     Law    Schools — Ex- 

rditure  on  Buildings  in  Schools 
which  Expenditure  has  be«n 
Sanctioned,  Amount  Expended,  vie, 
June  29,  774. 
Middlesex  County  Asylum  —  Treatment 
of  C.  J.  Smart,  Further  Inquiry  to 
be  considered  on  Receipt  of  Evioence 
taken  at  Inquest,  June  S2,  71. 
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Long,  Et-  Hon.  W.  H.— con<. 

MotOT-Car  Traffic,  Regulation  of — Intro- 
duction of  Legislation  at  Early  Date, 
June  U,  392. 

Nottingham  Smallpox  Hospital — Report 
on  Proposed  Site  of,  June  S4,  392. 

Ordnance  Maps  of  Ireland — Omission  of 
Old  Boandaries  of  PatisheB  and 
Baronies,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 
in  new  Maps,  June  gS,  543. 

Phthinis  in  Workhouse  Infirmaries — 
Treatment  ot  Patients,  June  fSS,  372. 

Smallpox  Patients  on  the  "Victorian," 
Alleged  Dela^  in  Removal  of.  Ex- 
planation of  Cfase,  June  26,  662. 

Traction  Traffic  in  the  Metropolis — County 
Council  By-laws  on  Subject  in  Pre- 
paration, June  22,  72. 

Tuberculosis  in  Workhouses— Instructions 
to  Poor  Law  Inspectors  to  include 
Particulars  of  Cases  of,  Treatment, 
etc.,  in  Reports,  July  3, 1258. 

Voluntary  Rates  at  Liverpool— Applica- 
tion for,  Affixed  to  Demand  Notes  for 
Compulsory  Rates,  Churchwardens 
informed  of  Objection  to  Practice, 
June  SO,  914. 

Wandsworth  Infirmary — Death  of  Michael 
Sadler  in,  June  29,  779. 

Longford 

Crime   in    County    Longford — Continued 
Application    of    Criminal    Law    and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  to  County. 
Q.    Mr.  J.    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  7,  1628. 

Derelict  Evicted  Farms — Number  of,  to 
which  Clause  2  of  the  Land  Bill,  as 
amended,  would  apply. 

Qt.    Mr.   J.    P.   Farrell;    Ai.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  29,  803. 

Destitute  Female  Children— Issue  of  Cir- 
cular directing  Magistrates  to  refuse 
to  send  such  Children  to  Institutions 
outside  County,  alleged.  Authority 
for  Issue  of  Circular. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  At- 
kinson, July  1,  1030. 

Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme— Delay  inpro* 
ceedine  with. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;   A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  30,  924. 

Land  Purchase  in— Number  ot  Estates  for 
Sale— Number  under  Ashbourne  Act, 
etc. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Fan-ell;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  2,  1188. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  6,  1470, 
1471,  1473.  y    .      '  . 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

British  Guiana— Cost  of  Coolie  Immigra- 
tion-Burden on  Taxpayers,  Discus- 
sion of  Question  by  Brussels  Perma- 
nent Commission,  June  24,  386. 


Lough,  Mr-  l.—cont. 

Brusseb  Sugar  Convention — Proceedings 
of  the  Permanent  Conunission,  Jum 

i»,783. 

Naval  Expenditure — Protest  against  enor- 
mous, Julys,  1206,  1233,  1235. 

Sugar  Factories  under  Bond — Number  to 
be  placed  under  Bond  under  Sngu 
Convention  Bill,  July  2, 1187. 

Trinidad  Riot*  Inquiry- Date  of  Laying 

Report  on   Table,   Opportunity  for 

Diacnssion,  June  24,  385. 
West  Indies,  Grants  to— Total  Con  of, 

since  1897,  Present  Annual  Charge, 

July  6,  1392. 

Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Kent,  Thanet] 
Bmployment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
July  3,  1313. 

Finance  Bill  {Commiitee),  June  SS,  91, 9i 

Lowther,    Et.   Hon.   J.    yr.— Chairman  of 
Committees  [Cumberland,  Penrith] 

Conunittees. 

Amendment — A  Member  is  not  ea- 
titled  to  General  Discussion  of  t 
Clause  in  Speaking  to  a  Partico- 
lar  Amendment,  June  84,  472. 

Amendment  —  Attention  dra^m  to 
Matters  beyond  Scope  of,  Jvtu 
29,  826,  8.S3  ;  July  1, 1071, 1072; 
Jidy  7, 1560. 

Amendment  be  put  in  an  Ameoded 
Form,  Suggestion  that  the,  Jwu 
S4,43Z. 

Amendments  Out  of  Order,  Jtmett, 
162 ;  June  29,  873 ;  June  30, 940 ; 
July  7,  1611,  1612. 

Amendments,  Number  of,  July  1, 
1043. 

Amendments,  Wording  of,  JuneH, 
818. 

Clause,  Member  is  not  entitled  to 
Dixcuss  the  Character  of  a  Clvm 
when  the  Subject  is  the  Postpone- 
ment of  that  Clause,  June  !t,  91. 

Crown,  Amendment  moved  withont 
Consent  of,  July  6,  1460, 1461. 

Debates  in  Another  Place,  A  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  Reply  to,  Jhiu 
22,  127. 

Irrelevait  Remarks  —  Attention 
drawn  to,  June  23,  103,  136. 

Particular  Clause— The  General 
Question  must  not  be  Discussed 
when  fhe  Matter  before  the 
Committee  is  a,  June  33. 119,  126, 
128. 

Lucas,  Mr.  E.  [Portsmouth] 

Access  to  the  House,  July  6,  1495. 

Bread— Price   in   Europe    and  America, 

June  25.  648. 
Gun  Wharfs— Number  of  Men  Employed 

in,  July  2,  1232. 
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Lucas.  Mr.  £■-(■'>»<• 
Niivy. 

Disaster  in — Compbnsation  for,  July 
S,  1232. 

Expenditure  in— Arrangemeuts  with 
Foreign  Powers  to  Regulate,  In- 
creaae  in  Number  of  Naval 
Attaches,  Construction  of  Torpe<lo 
Boats,  Qaestion  of  Water-tube 
BoUers,  Jvly  S,  1201. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated   Fund), 

Jnly  3,  1277. 
Schoolmasters  in,  July  S,  1232. 

Warrant  liank  for  Chief  Writers- 
Intentions  with  Regard  to  Con- 
ferring Warrant  Rank,  June  SS, 
254. 
Portsmouth  Dockyard— Dismissal  of  Em- 
ployees, June  gg,  54. 

Wages  in  Dockyards— Early  Decision 
mth  Regard  to  Cases  under  Con- 
sideration, Jime  S9,  783. 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendments)  London  Bill 
/.  2R.»  July  7,  1515. 
Ifebale  on  2r.  [h.L.],  July?,  1513. 
Asylums— Removal    of  Lunatics    to, 

1513. 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy — Approval 
of,  1514, 1615. 

London  County  Council — Suggested 
Powers  granted  to,  1513,  1515. 

Workhouses,  Removal  of  Initial  Fro' 
cedure  from,  1513,  1515. 

Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 

Ireland — Charges  for  Maintenance  of 
Lunatics,  Case  of  £.  Lester,  Treat- 
ment of,  as  Pauper  Lunatic,  in  View 
of  Application  of  his  Creditors. 

Q.    Sir  J.  Haslett ;  A.     Mr.  Atkin- 
son, June  t6,  646.; 
Middlesex  County  Asylum — Case  of  C.  J. 
Smart,  Inquiry  proposed. 

Qs.    Mr.   W.  Redinond ;    As.    Mr. 
W.  Long,  June  S'^,  71. 

Report  of  Commissioners  Presented,  June 
19,  723, 770. 

Lundon,Mr.  W.  [limerick,  E.] 

Oabbett  Estate,  Co.  Limerick— Manage- 
ment of,  in  hands  of  JudgeH  of  the 
Land  Court — Name  of  Receiver,  Num- 
ber of  Years  Purchase,  etc.,  June  30. 
924. 

Gun  Licences  in  County  Tipperary— Re- 
fusal of  Licence  to  J.  Coney,  June  S4, 
393. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  30,  947. 

Public  Accounts.  Ireland — Auditing  off 
Accounts  Audited  in  Dublin  and  Lon- 
don, Work  to  be  done  exclusively 
in  Dublin  ;  proposed.  Cost  in  Dublin 
and  London,  June  29,  797. 

Maelver,  Mr-  David  [liverpool,  Kirkdale] 
Finance  Bill  (Committee)  June  ZS,   133> 
134,  135,  136,  153,  159. 
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Ifacnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  [Camberwell,  N.] 
Employment  of  Children  {Committu)  July 
3,  1284, 1304, 1307. 

llacNeill,  Mr.  Swift  [Donegal,  8.] 

Cork  Assizes— Case  of  Rex  v.  Moore, 
Memorial  of  Medical  WitneHses  in 
favour  of  Moore,  Favourable  Con- 
sideration of,  proposed,  June  HO, 
806. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  July  1,  1051, 
1058 ;  July  7,  1591. 

Maltese  Language  Question — Suppression 
of  Teachmg  or  Use  of  Italian  in  Malta, 
Communications  between  British 
and  Italian  Governments  on  Subject 
of,  June  t9,  793. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  —  Nnml»ere 
on  Uniforms,  Wearing  of,  by  Con- 
stabulary in  Country  Districto,  pro- 
posed, June  i9,  804. 

South  Africa. 

Beckuian,  Dr.— Permit  to  Return  to  • 
Pretoria   Refused    to.     Interval 
between     Application    for     and 
Granting  of  Permit,  Length  of, 
June  30,  920. 

Cape  Ragging  Case. 

Court  Martial  —Form  and  Limitation^ 
of  Charges  on  which  Officers  were 
tried.  Consultation  with  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  as  to,  July 
6,  1389. 

Submission  of  Documents  in  Con- 
neclion  with  Civil  Action  of  Mr. 
Stanford,  to  War  Office,  Charts 
of  Indecency  contained  therein, 
July  6,  1389. 

Schools  —  Dutch  Language  Question- 
Extension  of  Time  devoted  to  Study 
of  Dutch  in  Transva&l  an'd  Orange 
Schools,  proposed,  June  30,  921. 

Vivisection,  Control  over— Necessity  for 
Adequate  Inspection  of  Institutions 
Licensed  for  Vivisection,  June  iS, 
617. 

MacVeagh,  Mr-  Jeremiah  [Down,  S.] 

Ballyroney  and  Newcastle  Railway,  Con- 
struction of — Date  of  Commencemenr. 
by  the  Great  Northern  and  the  Belfast 
and  County  Down  Railway  Companies,. 
June  g6,  664. 

Down,  County— Crown  Solicitor, Candidate 
to  be  Appointed,  his  Local  Knowledge 
and  Experience  of  Criminal  Law,  Jvne 

^'9,  810. 

Lunacy  'and  Drunkenness  in  Glasgow^ 
Concurrent  Increase  of  —  Cause  of 
Lunacy  attributed  to  Inferior  Spirit 
sold  in  lieu  of  Malt  Whisky,  Govern- 
ment Assistance  to  Inquiry  by  Glasgow 
Corporation,  proposed,  July  6,  1396. 

Newry  Sessions  —  Jurors  Summoned  to 
Sessions  from  Baronj  of  Iveagh,  Dis- 
continuance of  Practice,  proposed,  July 
7, 1527. 
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MacVeach,  Mr.  Jeremiah— '-u/i<. 

Whisky. 

Amount  Distilled  from  Pot  and  Patent 
stills  respectively  in  1902, 
Amount  of  Patent-still  Spirit 
UespatcbeU  from  England  to  Scot- 
land for  purpose  of  being  made  up 
a«  Whisky,  Returns  proposed, 
July  6,  1397. 

Tied  Houses— English  Spirit  Distilled 
frcm  Injurious  Substances  sold  as 
Scotch  Whisky,  allied,  June  ti, 
1397. 

McArthor,    Mr-    Charles  [Liverpool,   Ex- 
change] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee).  Jwie  S3,  131, 
133. 

Imports  and  Exports  lietween  Vureign 
Countries  carried  in  British  Ships- 
Value  of,  Statistics,  July  g,  1176. 

McCrae,  Mr.  Oeorge  [Edinburgh,  E.] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  Si,  179, 180. 

McFadden,  Mr.  Edward  [Donegal,  E.] 

Ireland. 

Bni-tonport  and  Letterkenny  Railway. 

Delays  and  Breakdowns — Inquiry 
into  Working  of  Line  and 
Compensation  to  Delayed 
Pasuengers,  proposed,  Juiy  6", 
1384,  1385. 

Inadequate  Accommodation  on. 
Action  of  Board  of  Works, 
July  6,  1403. 

Level  Crossing  at  Letterkenny, 
Delay  at--Proviiiion  of  .Ade- 
quate Staff  at  Crossing,  Re- 
presentation to  Lough  hwilly 
Railway  Company,  proposea, 
July  6, 1384. 

Letterkenny  Railway. 

Erection  of  Overhead  Bridge  at 
Station — Application  by  Ur- 
ban Council,  Attitude  of 
Board  of  Works  with  regard 
to,  July  2,  m9. 

Mnnagement  of— Working  Agree- 
ment between  the  lS>ara  of 
Works  and  the  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company,  Copy  of, 
requested,  July  S,  1179. 
National   Schools — Delay  in    passing    of 
Plans,  Cause  of  Expediting  Approval 
of    Plans    by     Treasury,     proposed, 
J  tine  2t>,  51. 

HcQowan,  James,  the  late 

Lendy  Estate,  Rhodesia — Sum  shown  to 
Credit  of  Estate,  Forwarding  of,  to 
Mother  of  late  James  McGowan,  pro- 
posed. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  S,  1184. 

Mclver,  Sir  Lewis  [Edinburgh,  W.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  1,  1084. 
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McEiUop,  Mr.  William  [Sligo,  N.] 

Sligo  County. 

Balleyconnell — Erection  of  Pier,  pro- 
posed; June  29,  785. 

Roughly  —  Payment  demanded  for 
Seaweed  on  Coast  of,  Inconveni- 
ence caused  by  Insufficient  Bosd 
to  the  Fishing  Pier,  Inquiry  pro- 
posed, June  29,  786. 

McLaren,  Sir  Charles  [Leicestershire,  Boo- 
worth] 

Finance  Bill  (ComTmtUe),  June  22, 148. 

"Majestic"  HMS. 

Action  of  Vice- Admiral  during  quarterly 

Trial— Order  for  Beer  to  l»  served  to 

Engine-room    Men,   all^^ed.  Official 

Report  with  reference  to. 

Q.     Sir     J.      Colomb;      A.    .Mr. 

Arnold- Forster,  June  22,  60. 

Defective  Gun  Sights  in — Alteration  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Harms  worth ;       A.    ib. 
Amold-Forster,  July  2,  ll'.>. 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Ireland. 

Ex-Officio  Magistrates — Disqualidcs- 
tion    owing     to    Imprisomnent, 
Eligibility  for  Re-election. 
Q.    Mr.    Mansfield ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  23,  2.)9. 

Resident    Magistrates  —  Killamey 

Pet^  Sessions,  Action  of  Mr.  C 

P.  Crane  at.  Disallowing  him  to 

Adjudicate  at  Killarney,proposed. 

Q.     Mr.     Murphy ;    A.     Mr. 

Wyndham,  June  $9,  784. 

Soathport  Bench. 

Conduct  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason;  A.  Sir  R.  Kin- 
lay,  June  t9,  783. 

Trial  by  Magistrates  for  Offence  of 
wluch  he  had  previously  been 
Convicted, Preventing  Ma«:iitrate 
Adjudicating  under  such  Circum- 
stances, proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C  Wason  ;  A.  Sir.  B. 
Finlay,  July  6, 1400. 

Maidstone  Qas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Mail  Service 

Australia— Friction  between  British  and 
Australian  Governments,  Requiring 
Owners  of  Vessels  carrying  Mails  to 
Pay  same  Rate  of  Wage  to  ^V^lite9 
and  Coolies,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  K.  Hariie;  A.  Mr.  Ansteu 
Chamberlain,  June  25,  592. 

Canadian  and  American  Mails — Selection 
of  Galwajr  Harbour  as  Terminal  Port 
for.  Consideration  of  Representations 
with  Regard  to,  in  Future  Contiarti, 
proposed,  June  is,  71. 
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Malcolm,  Hr.  laa  [Suffolk,  Sto\vmarket] 
Incest  Bill  {Committee),  JuneSU,  705. 

Serria,  Revolution  in— Attitude  of  the 
British  Government,  Capacity  in  which 
British  Minister  remains  at  Belgrade, 
Protection  of  Britisli  Subjects,  etc. 
June23M- 

Malta 

Constitution,  Alteration  of. 

Grounds  for  Action. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  23,  261. 

Laying  Correspondence  before  Par- 
liament, proposed. 

Q.  Marquess  of  Ripon  ;  A.  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  June  S3, 
201. 

Council  of. 

Date  of  Adjournment. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  SO,  921. 

Members — Nuniljer  Returned  at  Last 
Election  in  Opposition  to  the  Re- 
tention of  the  Italian  I^anguage, 
Submission  of  Question  to  a  Gen- 
eral Election,  proposed. 

Qs.  Mr.  Boland  ;   As.  Mr  Aus- 
ten Chamberlain,  June  S5, 
552. 
Language  Question — Suppression  of  Teach- 
ing or  Use  of  Italian  in  Malta,  Com- 
munications    between     British     and 
Italian  Governments  on  Subject  of. 
Q.     Mr.    S.    MacNeill;    A.     Lord 
Cranborne,  June  39,  793. 

Political  Condition  of— Further  Corre- 
spondence with  regard  to,  Presented, 
July  S,  1247. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 

c.  lE.*  June  SO,  909. 
/.   Kep.*  June  26,  645. 
3k.*  June  SO,  901. 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill 

c.  2i!.*  Com.*  June  HO,  766. 
Mansfield,  Mr.  H.  [Lincolnshire,  Spalding) 
Army. 

Horses,  Requirements  of  the  War 
Office  with  regard  to — Issue  of 
Circular  with  Particulars  of, 
JvlyS,  1177. 

Imperial  Yeomanry,  1901— Men  re- 
quited to  Sign  Accounts  previous 
to  Diseliarge,  Numlwr  ancl  Nature 
of  Complaints,  June  S3,  260 ; 
Julij  1,  1(»2.S. 
Education. 

I^iblic  Elementary  Schools,  Religious 
Instruction  in— Alteration  of  By- 
law with  regard  to  Attendance  of 
Children  during  time  of  Religions 
Instruction,  proposed,  July  7, 
1526. 

Kate— Passive  Resistance,  Seizure  of 
Goods  in  E.\cess  of  Value  of  Rate 
Demanded,  Authority  for,  etc., 
July  7,  1527. 
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Mansfield,  Mr-  H- — cont. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Intention  of  Government 
\vith  regard  to  Ascertaining  Views  of 
Colonial  €k)vemment3  as  to  Details 
Scheme  of  Preferential  Tariffs,  etc, 
June  as,  ^8. 

Irish  Ex-Officio  Magistrates— Disqualifica- 
tion owing  to  Imprisonment,  Eligi- 
bility for  Re-election,  June  IS,  258. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S9,  835. 

Workhouse  Infirmaries. 

Phthisis — Treatment  of  Patients, 
New  Regulations,  proposed, 
Jvne  S4,  372. 

Tuberculosis — Instructions  to  Poor 
Law  Inspectors  to  Report  on 
Cases  of.  Treatment  of,  et";., 
Jiiljl  3,  12.T8. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill 
c.  con.*  June  S3,  367. 


Rep.»  Juvr.  S3,  ;«S8. 
I.  IR*" 


June  SO,  904. 


Marine  Works  (Ireland)  Act 

Schemes  under— Acceptance  of  by  County 
Councils. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Kelly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Jtdy  1, 1033. 

Maritime  Law 

GreatBritaiiiaad  Belgium— Proposed  Sub- 
mission of  Draft  Treaties  to  Diplo- 
matic Conference,  Attitude  of  H.M. 
Government  towards  Proposal,  July  6, 
1376. 

Market  Drayton  Gas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  899. 

TyT».TfcTiftin,    Mr.    A.   B.     [Nottinghamsliire, 
Mansfield] 
Employment  of  Children  Bill(C<w«»ittee), 

June  S3,  340. 
High  Voltage  Currents  on  Bare  Wires  on 
PabUc  Koads— Restrictions  as  to  Use 
of,  etc., ^tt'te  24,  276. 

South  Africa . 

Dynamite  Duty — Creation  of  Dyna 
mile  Monopoly,  alleged,  JmK  S4, 
386. 

Kimberley  Diamond  Mines— I.iaw  per- 
mitting Sale  of  Diamonds  to 
Suspected  Persons  b^  detective.-*. 
Introduction  of,  into  Trins- 
vaal.  Legislative  Council.  On 
wliose  Hepresentation  intro- 
duce«l,  June  S4,  387. 

Trans  vj*l. 

Diamond  Finds  —  Division  of 
Newly  Discovered  Mine, 
under  the  Transciial  Dia- 
mond Ordinance,  Exclusion 
of  General  Public  from  ob- 
taining Share  of  Mining, 
June  $S,  63. 
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Diamond  Ordinanoe — Severity  of 
Provisions  of,  Informing 
Lord  Milner  that  such  Legis- 
lation cannot  receive  Sanc- 
tion of  H.M.  Government, 
proposed,  June  2S,  62. 

Dynamite  Daty,  Imposition  of, 
on  British  Mannfactored 
Dynamite.  Exemption  of 
Dynamite  Manufactnred  by 
De  Beers  Company  in  Cape 
Colony,  Jutte  S3,  61. 

Maryborough- 
Prison. 

New   Buildinj^,    Cost    of    Erection, 
Inauiry  with  regard  to  Erection 
of  Warders'  Cottages,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  t9,  801. 

Stafr. 

Discontent     among  —  Establish 
raent  of  Court  for  Trial  of Iwea' 
cbes  of  E'rison  Rules,  propos 
Q.  Mr.    Delany;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,    June    S9. 
799. 
Transfer  of  Chief  Warder  Walsh 
to  Cork — Circumstances  lead- 
ing to,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Delany ;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,    June   39, 
800. 

Warders  Discharged  without 
Allegation  of  Incompetency, 
Grant  of  Compensation  or 
Inquiry  into  Cause  of  Re- 
moval, proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A. 
Mr.   Wyndham,   Jutte 

es,  801. 

Maiyport  Haibonr  Bill 

c.  2r.*  (^om,*  July  6,  1 368. 

ICayo.  Connty 

Piers,  Erection  of — Date  of  (Commence- 
ment of  Work,  Proportion  of  Unex- 
'  pended  Grants  of  Country  to  be  ex- 
pended on  .Scheme. 
Q.  Mr.   O'Kelly:    A.   Mr.    Wyn  d 
ham,  Jiilt/  G,  1409. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill, 

June  iS,  221. 
Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill,  June  29,  905. 
Motor-cars  Bill,  July  7,  1607. 

Meath,  Earl  of 

National  Standard  of  Phy^ical  Health- 
Facts  revealed  by  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Physical  Train- 
ing in  Scotland,  as  to  Degeneration  of 
Individuals  of  Classes  where  Food  and 
Environment  are  Defective.   Remarks  | 
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Meath,  Earl  ot—eont. 

National  Standard  of  Physical  Health— 
cont. 

Applicable  to  Conditions  in  England, 
Statistics  as  to  Diseased,  Mentally 
Deficient  Children,  Report  of  Inspector 
of  Recruiting,  Statistics,  Attitude  of 
H.M.  Government  with  Regard  to 
Issuing  Royal  Commission  or  Com- 
mittee «f  Inquiry  with  a  View  to 
'  Asoertaioing  whether  the  Po<)i«r 
Populations  in  our  large  Towns  are 
exposed  to  Conditions  which  Biuat 
inevitably  Contribute  toaUw  Natbnai 
Standard  of  Physical  Health  anil 
Strength,  Jtdy  6,  1324. 

Modical  Officers  of  Health 

Ireland— Salaries,  Increase  of— Trsamty 
Recoupment  in  Aid  of  Salaries  to  be 
Increased  in  Event  of  Salaries  being 

Q.  Mr.  Delany ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  39,199. 

Scotland  —  Accommodation,   Amendment 
of  Local  Government  (Scotland)  .Act, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    Dewar ;    A.    Mr.  (J. 
Murray,  June  3i,  S75. 

Mediterranean 

British  Fleet— Gunnery  Practice,  Report 

on  Practice  of  April  29th,  Extent  to 

which    it    conformed   to   Admiralty 

Regulations,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  ISx.  Ainokl- 

Foster,  June  39,  790. 

Members  of  Parliament 

Alderf>hot    Review— Accommodation    for 
Members  of  Parliament  at. 
Q.  Major  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 
July  7,  1525. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

See  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisberief 
Bill. 

Merchant  Shipping 

British  Seamen  discharged  at  Contineots 
Ports — Recommenaation  for  abolition 
of  Fees  charged  for  Remittances 
under  the  Money  Order  and  Trans- 
mission System,  Consideration  of 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Johnson;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Juiie  35,  544. 

Imports  and  ExporU   between   Fordgn 
Cotmtries   carried   in  British  Ships, 
Value  of — Statistics  Requested. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  M' Arthur  ;    A.    Mr.  B. 
Law,  July  3, 1176. 

Return  of  Aggregate  Tonnage — AudimI 
Cleanuices,  Annual  Value  of  Export" 
and  Imports  Ordered,  June  39,  770. 

Seamen's  Fund — Account  of  Receipts^ 
Expenditure  for  1902,  Pressnted,  Jwu 
39,  723,  709. 
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Merchaiit  Shipping  Act,  1894 

Order  in  Conncil,  Authoriaing  Appoint- 
ment  of  Sub-Comniissionera  for  «xami- 
nation  of  Pilots  for  Certain  Ports  in 
Cumberland,  Copy  Presented,  July  S, 
117. 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1891,  Amendment 
Bill 

Debateon  2E.  [H.L.],  July  2,  1129. 

Aliens — Granting  certiiicates  for 
British  pilotage  waters  to,  1129, 
1137,  1140, 1141. 

British  Subjects — Restriction  of  com- 
mand of  Britbh  Sliipsto,  1129, 
1140. 

Food  Stoffs  in  time  of  War — Convey- 
ance of,  1135. 

Pilotage  Waters— Certificates  for, 
British,  1129,  1138,  1142. 

Royal  Naval  Reserve — Value  of, 
1130. 

Shipping  Combine— Significance  of, 
11^  1141. 

Trade— Attitude  of  Board  of,  1129, 
1143. 

United  States  Combine,  1132, 1141. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine 
Fvnd)  Act^898 

Order  in  Council,  Altering'Scale  in  Second 
Schedule  of  Act,  for  Purpose  of  Levy- 
ing  Light   Dues,  Presented,  July  H, 

Merbhrr  Tydvil  Urban  District  Oonncil 

I.  Com.*  June  S2,  1. 
Rep.»  July3,U25. 
Zr."  July  7,  1497. 

Meteorological  Department 

see  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisherieij 
Bill. 

Metropolitan  District  Bailwav  (Various 
Powers)  Bill 

/.  2r.»  June  S3,  194. 
Com.'  June  SS,  195. 

Metropolitan  Police    Provisional   Order 
BiU 
I.  211. •  Com.*  June  16,  646. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill 

e.  2r.*  Com.*  July  6,  149a 

Metropolitan  Water  Stock 

Regulations  under  Metropolis  Water  Act, 
1902— Local  Government  Order  Pre- 
sented. July  C,  1323,  1371. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  J.  [Birmingham,  N.] 

Finance  Bill  {Committee),  June  it,  124, 
126, 127,  128. 

Middlesbrough  Ooxporation  Bill 
/.  R»p.»  July  S,  112.5. 
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Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ire- 
.  land  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  July  7,  1497. 

Midland  BaUway  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Mid- Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill 

c.  IR.*  June  26,  657. 

2b.*.  Com.*  July  6, 1368. 
;.  3r.*  June  36,  845. 

Milford  Docks  Bill 

I.  Royal  -Vsscnt,  June  30,  899. 

MiUtary  Lands  Bill 

Debate  on  3R.  [H.L.],  JuneS6,  691. 

Borough  Councils,  »ee  sub-hea'linj; 
County  and  Borough  Council*, 
Hiring  of  Land  by,  691,  692,  693. 

Local  Rates  —  Cost  of  Volunteers 
Charged  on,  692,  694,  696, 697. 

Volunteers  —  Land  Leased  to,  691, 
692,  693,  695. 

War  Office— Responsibility  of,  093, 
604. 

c.  3e.  June  36,  697. 
/.  IB.*  Jane  20, 724. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill 

I.  2R.*  Com.*  Jttly  3,  1127. 
Com.*  Rep.*  Ju/>/  3,  1246. 
3r.*  July  n,  1.332. 

Military  Works  BiU 
Date  of  Introduction. 
Q.  Mr.   Buchanan  ; 
J>dy3  1261. 

"Minerva,"  H.M.S. 
Cost  of  Repairs,  etc. 
Q.   Colonel   Denny ;    A.  Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  July  ti,  1.391- 

Mint 

Annual  Report  of  Deputy-Master  and 
Comptroller  Presented,  June  3,  1128. 

Mitchell,  Mr.  Edward  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June 29,  894  ; 
.rune  30,  980,1002. 

Irish  Land  Purchase — Sale  of  Land  of 
Lunatics,  Provision  in  Irish  Land  BiU 
for  Sale  of  Estates  of  such  Persons  to 
Tenants,  June  33,  557. 

River  Erne  Fisheries — Development  of  by 
Special  Advisory  Board  on  Fisheries, 
proposed,  June  30,  926. 

Model  Schools,  Ireland 

Workinc  of.    Inquiry   into    Publication 
of— Result. 
Q.    Mr.   T.    O'Donnell;   A.     Mr. 
Wyndhara,  June  g9,  807. 

Molasses 

Rebate  of  Duty  on,  similar  to  that  allowed 
on  Corn  in  Stock  30th  June,  190.3. 
Q.    Mr.  Tonlmin  ;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
■fidie  33,  258. 


A.    Mr.   Brodricic, 
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Honey  Orders 

Statutory  Rules  and  Ordere,  1903— Pre- 
sented, June  SO,  904,  910. 

Moore,  Mr.  William  [Antrim,  N.  ] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee)  Jiaie  30, 1008. 

Morgan  Oombine 

See  Navy. 

Morley,  Earl  of 

Bishoprics  of  Sonthwark  and  Birmingham 
Bill  {Committee),  Jiiw  m,  652. 

House  and  Friendly  Societies.  Jrtne  23, 
240. 

Morocco 

Cape  Juby. 

British  Interests  at— OlHcial  Informa- 
tion, wth  regard  to,  alleged 
Private  French  Expedition  to  Dis- 
trict, Settlement  of  Boundaries  of 
Mo'ooeo.  Attitude  of  H.M. 
Goi-eniment  towards. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Lord 
Cranbome,  June  S3, 68.. 

Factorj-— Terms   of   Sale   of,  to  Mo- 
rocco,  Attitude   of  Spanish    Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  Cape 
Juby  Expedition. 
Q.    Sir    C.   Dilke;    A.     Lord 
Cranbome,  June  St,  389. 

MorrelL  Mr.  George  H.  [Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock] 

Elementary  Ednoation— Pupil  Teachers, 
Employment  of  Children  of  Twelve 
Years  old  as— Modification  of  Pro- 
visional Code,  1903,  proposed,  June 
S5,  548. 

Motor  Oars 

Furious  Driving,  Inadequacy  of  Penalties 

Inflicted    for— I^e^latiou    Enabling 

Magistrates  to  Inflict  Adequate  Fines, 

proposed. 

Qs.  General  Laurie  ;  As.  Mr.  Akers 

Douglas,  June  i3,  263.  I 

Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race— Extra  Police 
Requisitioned  for  Duty   on  occasion  I 
of — Cost,  by  whom  borne.  I 

Qg.  Mr.  Leamy  ;    A.    Mr.   Wynd-  I 
ham  and  Mr.   .Atkinson,  June 
gS,  266;  Jvne  25,  566;  June 
29,90-;  Julyl,  1031. 

Highlands— Employment  of  Motor  Cars, 
for  Assistance  of   Fishing  Industry, 
propo«ei1. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.    Mr.  S.  Dickson, 
June  So,  553. 

Hyde  Park— Restriction  from  entering 
Park  until  Introduction  of  Efficient 
Legislation,  proposed,  June  S9,  792. 

Service  between  Westport  and  Lonisbnrg 
— Application  for. 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;   A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  June  22,  SO. 
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Motor  Oaxi—cemt. 

Traffic,    Regulation   of— Introduction  of 
L«rislation. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  E1U« ;  A*.  Mr.  W.  Long, 

June  S4,  392. 
Q.  Earl  of  Camperdown ;  A.  Lord 
BalfouT  of  Burleigh,  June  35, 
538. 
Wimbledon,  Outra^  at— Oifer  of  Further 
Reward  for  Evidence  leading  to  C  m- 
viction  of  Offender,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wagon;  A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  July  6,  1399. 

Motor  Cars  Bill  (H-L.) 

Debate  on,  B.  [H.L.],  July  7,  1499. 
Drivers— Licences  for,  1502,  1505. 
Licences  for  Drivers,  1502. 
Local  Government  Board — Regulation 

of,  1500,  1507. 
Locomotives  on  Highways  Act— Pro- 
visions of,  1499. 
Registration  of  Motor  Cars,  propoMd, 

1.501. 
Speed,  (Question  of,  1503,  1507. 
/.  IR.  July  7,  1308. 

Motllton,  Mr.  John  F.  [Cornwall,  Launces- 
tou] 
Finance  Bill  {VommiUec),  June  23, 171. 

Municipal  Oorporations  Bill 
c.  IR.*  yWyS,  1418. 

Municipal  Trading 

see  County  Conncik  (Bills  in  Parliament  I 
BUI. 

Murphy.  Mr.  John  [Kerrj-,  E.] 

Ireland. 

Fair  Tolls — Introduction  in  Land  Bill 
of  Provision  ginng  Right  to 
Local  Authority  to  Pureha^ 
Tolls  for  benefit  of  the  Looali 7' 
proposed,  July  6,  1408. 

Resident  Mapstrates— Action  of  Mr. 
C.  P.  Crane  at  Killarney  Petty 
Sessions,  Disallowing  him  to 
Adjudicate  at  Killarney,  pro 
posed,  June  29,  784. 

Irish  L«nd  BiU  {Commitue),  June  29,  M 

874,  876,  877  ;  July  1,  112L 
Public    Offices    (Dublin)    (Re-committal) 
Bill,  July  S,  1320. 
Murray,  Et.  Hon.  Graham— i^orrf  i4rfwwi'<- 
for  Scotland  [Buteshire] 

Scotland. 

Education— School  Fees.  Relief  of- 
Amount  Received  under  Varions 
Acta  from  1890-1903— Amount 
Spent  per  Year-Amount  Stand- 
ing to  Credit  of  Fund,  Jhw  --. 
48. 

Giigenti  Inebriates'  Reformatory- 
Amount  received  out  of  Vote  fw 
Assistance  of,  in  1902— Nnmiw 
of  Inmates,  June  29,  781. 
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Hturray.  Bt.  Hon.  aiaham— con<. 
Scotland — eont. 

Lncal  Taxation  Account—  Amount 
paid  into  Account  for  Year  1902- 
1903— Amount  of  Fee  Grants, 
June  33,  258. 

Medical  Otficers  in  Scotland,  Accom- 
modation of — Proposed  Amend- 
■iienl  of  Local  Ctovernment  (Scot- 
land) Act,  June  $4,  375. 

^ortb  Sea  Fisheries — International 
iScheme  of  Scientific  Investigation 
— "Gtold-Seeker"  to  be  at  Dis- 
posal of  the  Fishery  Board  of 
Scotland,  Jwte  S9,  782. 

Raffles  at  Church  Bazaars— Raffle 
Suppressed  at  Perth  and  Allowed 
at  Bazaar  in  connection  with 
Wallacetown  Parish  Church,  Dun- 
dee—Reason for  Distinction  be- 
tween the  two  Cases,  June  gS, 
546. 

Skigersta,  Isle  of  Lewis,  Sea  Wall  at, 
State  of  N^otiationa  with  re- 
gard to  Construction,  Julv  1, 
1020. 

Vaccine  Lymph  for  Scotland — Lymph 
Supplied  to  the  Central  Vaccine 
Institution  by  Dr.  Cadell,  Reasons 
tor  employing  Vaccine  Lymph, 
June  39,  779. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill 

c.  IR.*  June  -23,  252. 

Muskerry,  Lord 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amendment 
TS.i\\,  July  3,  1129. 

Old  Navigating  Otiicers  of  the  Navy,  June 

Reservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade— Dis- 
ailvanuiges  of  British  Traders  in  com- 
petition with  those  of  Foreign  Nations, 
June  g5,  529, 638. 

ITaimetti,  Mr-  [Dublin,  College  Green] 

Female  Workers  in  Ireland — Necessity  for 
Appointment  ot  Female  Inspectors, 
June  25,  609. 

Marine  Stoie  Dealers  (IrelanJ)  Bill  (Co*»- 
mittee),  June  liS,  368. 

ITantwich  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

c.  con.*  July  6,  1368. 

National  Gallery,  Ireland 

Report  for  1902  Presented,  July  1,  1017  ; 
July  e,  1128. 

National  Schools,  Ireland 

Exemption     Certificates,     Arrangements 
with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  L.   Corbett;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndbam,  June  ^3,  258. 

Kilnanghtin  School,  Tarbet,  County  Kerry 

— Admiralty  Grant  for  School,  in  View 

of  Attendance  of  Coastguard  Children. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan;   A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 

June  15,  551. 

VOL.  CXXIV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


National  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

Damage  by  Storms  to  Teachers'  Residences 
—Board    responsible   for    Repair   of 
Daiiiages. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jutte  S2,  50. 

Intermediate  Teachers  appointed  as  Super- 
intendents of  Exammations — Method 
of  Selection,  Names  and  Length  of 
Service  of  Intermediate  Teachers 
appointed  to  positions  for  first  time 
this  year. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, June  J9,  784. 

Remuneration    of  —  Loss    incurred     by 
Teachers  under  new  System  of.  Num- 
ber of  Cases,  Inquiry  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;    A.  Mr.  W'NTidhani, 
June  24,  394. 

Salaries — Delays  in  payment  at  Carrigeen 
Schools,  Date  on  which   arrears  will 
be  payable. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Mara;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  29,  806. 

National  Standard  of  Physical  Health 

Deterioration  in  Physique  amongst  Popu- 
lation, as  shown  bjr  Army  Returns 
and  Results  of  Scottish  Commission — 
Decrease  of  Birth  Rate  both  at  Home 
and  in  the  Colonies — Statistics,  July 
e,  1324. 

Facts  revealed  by  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Physical  Training 
in  Scotland,  as  to  degeneration 
of  Individuals  of  Classes  where 
food  and  environment  are  defective- 
Applicability  of  remarks  to  England, 
Statistic-i  as  to  Diseased,  mentally 
deficient  children,  etc.  Report  of 
Inspector  of  Recruiting,  Statistics, 
Attitude  of  H.M.  Ooverument  as  to 
issuing  Royal  Commission  or  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  whetlier  the  poorer  popu- 
lations in  our  large  towns  are  exposes  I 
tu  conditions  which  must  inevitably 
contribute  to  a  low  national  standard 
of  physical  health  and  strength,  July 
6,  1324. 

Naval  Cadets 

New  System  of  Cadetships  —  Grant  of 
Nomination  for  Cadetshipa  under 
New  Scheme  of  entry,  Intormation 
requested. 

Q.  Earl  of  Chesterfield ;   A.  Earl  of 
Selborne,  July  6,  1356. 

Naval  Forces  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  JO,  897. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund)  Bill 
c.  Ordered,  July  6,  1494. 

Considered  in  Committee  [M.C]  JulySid, 
1262. 

Admiralty— Policy  of,  1263, 1275. 

Amount  necessary  for  suggested  im- 
provements, 1263, 126471266, 1260, 
1273,  1281. 
3  0  65  -1^' 
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Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund)  Bill— 
corit. 

Considered  i>i  Committee — eont. 

Electric   Light  IiiHtallation — Cost  of, 
1268,  laro,  1281. 

Firth    of   Forth    Naval    Base,    1266, 
1270. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  1262,  1267. 

Roeytii  Ha   a    Naval    Establisbnient, 
126.->,  12GS,  127-2,  1275,  1276,  1277, 

12H0. 

Naval  Works  Bill 

Date  of  Introdnctioii. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colonil) ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

June  ."-i,  87. 

V-  Sir  H.  Ciinipliell  Bannerman ;  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Halfour,  Ji/Hf^^,  384. 

Kxpenditnre — Amount  of,  for  which  Pro- 
viiiidti  will  lie  nia  l«  in. 

Q.    Mr.    E.     Robertson;    A.     Mr. 
Fretyinan,  Jniy  i,  1184. 

c.    1  E.*   July  6,  1494. 

Naval  Works  Provisional  Order  BQl 

/.  Rep.,*  June  2J,  3. 
3  E.*  June  .'S,  196. 
Royal  Absent,  June  30,  898. 

Navy. 

Armament"— (run  Wliarff,  Number  of  men 
employed  in— 

Os.  Mr.   R.   Lucas,     Mr.    Arnold- 
Forster,  July  S,  1282. 

American  Vewiels  tubeidised,  «ee  Moi};an 
Combine,  Cunard  Co.,  White  Star 
Line. 

Canadian    Pacific    Company,     Contracts 
with — 
Oi.  Mr.  Caldwell,  July  2,  1216. 

Cool— Value  of  Coal  e.\iK>rted  for  Use  of 
Navy. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Hobliouae ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Fontter,  June  SO,  919. 

Compensation  for  Accidents. 
Os.  Mr.  K.  Luca.<9,  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
July  ::,  1232. 

Controller  to  the  Navy,  Work  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Longh,  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Jvly  S,  1234. 

Canard  Com|>any  Subnidies. 

Os.  Mr.  <i.  Bowles,  July  g,  1208.  1222 ; 
Mr.  Keariey,  1219 ;  Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, 1221. 

Uockyardg,  see  subheading  Shipbuilding. 
Kdacation — Schoolmasters. 
Os.   Mr.  R.  Lucas,  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
July  g,  1232. 

Expenditure. 

Colonial  Contributions. 
Ox.  Mr.  E.  Roliertson,  July  $,  1194, 
1233:  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  1223; 
Mr.  Buchanan,  1233. 

Foreign  Powers,  Conference  with. 
Os.  Mr.  E.  Ro1«rtM>n,  July  g,  1 193. 
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Expenditure — eont. 

Russian  Programme,  Affected  by- 
Ox.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  JrUy  i,n83; 
Mr.  Yerburgh,  1196;  Mr.  R. 
Lacas,  1200 ;  Sir  Charles  Dilke, 
1203;  Mr.  Lough,  1306;  Ur. 
Amold-Forster,  1224;  Sir  J. 
Flannery,  1227. 

Gunnery — Inefficiency   of,    as   shown  in 
Returns  of  Prize- firing,  stepn  taken  to 
improve  standard  of  Gunnery. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;   .4.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  June  23,  257. 

International  Mercantile  Marine  Associa- 
tion, see  Morgan  Combine. 

.Morgan  Combine,  Negotiations  with. 
Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  ?,  1208. 

Naval  AttacMs — Appointment  of. 
Os.     Mr.  R  Lucas,  July  «  1200 ;  Sir  C. 
Dilke,  1204  ;  Sir  F.  FUnnery,  1227. 

Navigating  Officers  of  the  Navy. 
Os.    Lord  Muskerry,  June  26,  646;  Eul 
of  Selbonme,  648. 

New  Naval  Base  at  St.  Margaret's  Hope- 
Completion  of  Arrangements  for 
Acquisition  of  Land,  Extent,  Rental 
of,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Black  ;  A.   Mr.  Pretyman, 
June  25,  549. 

P.  &  O.  Line,  Contracts  with. 
Os.    Mr.  Caldwell,  JiUy  3,  1216. 

Repairs,  Amount  expended  on. 
Os.     Mr.  Amold-Forster,  July  g,  1223, 
1231  :  Mr.  Keariey,  1229. 

Return  of  Naval  Expenditure,  ordered, 
June  i9,  770. 

Schoolmasters,  Improvement  of   PositioD. 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;  A.  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
June  So,  542. 

Shipbuilding. 

Boilers,  see  Water-to  be  and  Cironlsr. 
Circular  Boilers. 
Os.    Sir  W.  Allan,  July  i,  1200. 

Coal  Consumption  due  to  Boilers. 
Os.     Sir  W.  Allan,  July  S,  1198. 

Dockyards,  Work  in. 
Os.    Mr.   R.  Lucas,  July  ^,  1202: 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  1223.  1230, 
1235;  Mr.  Keariey,  1229;  Mr. 
Lough,  1«36. 

New  Battleships  and  Annoured  Crui- 
sers—Construction   of,    Date  of 
Inviting  Tendei-s  for. 
y.    Mr.  J.  Hope ;  A.    Mr.  Araold- 
Forster,  June  S6,  662. 

Torpedo  Boats. 
Os.    Mr.  R.  Lucas,  J^dy  f,  1301. 

I'ndergunning  of  Ships. 
Os.    Sir  W.  Allan,  July  3, 1199. 

Water-tube  Boilers. 
Os.    Sir  W.  Allan,  July  g,  1197; 
Mr.  Reginald  Lucas,  12pl ;  Sir 
F.  Flannery,  1938. 
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Wages  in  Dockyards— Early  Decbion  with 
regard  to  Cases  under  Consideration. 
Q.     Mr.  R.  Lucas  ;  A.     Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  June  US,  783. 

Warrant  Kank  —Conferring  Warrant  Bank 
on    Chief   Writers,    Intentions   with 
re^ird  to. 
Q.    Mr.  R.  Lucas  ;    A.    Mr.  Arnohi 
Forster,  Jioic  3S,  254. 

8ul)sidies,  see  subhealing  Subventions. 

.Subventions  for  rigiit  of  hire. 
Os.  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  July  S,  120S, 
1221,  122-2;  Mr.  Arnofd-Forster, 
1211,  1212,  1217,  1225  ;  Sir  F.  Flan- 
nery,  1212,  1213,  1217;  Mr.  Ren- 
wick,  1212  ;  Mr.  W.  Churchill,  121.3, 
1220 ;  Mr.  K.  Robertson,  1213, 1214. 
1218,  1221;  Mr.  CaUlwell,  1216: 
Mr.  E.  Cecil,  1217 ;  Sir  J.  Colunib, 
1218;  Sir  C.  Cayzer,  1218;  Mr. 
Kearley,  1219 ;  Mr.  Labouoliere, 
1220. 
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New  Hunstaaton  Improvement  Bill 

I.  Rep.  •./«»»«  23,  194. 


see     .subheading     Ship- 


Undergunning, 
building. 

White  Star  Line  Subsidies. 
Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  S,  1210  ;  Mr. 
E.   Robertson,    1214;   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  1214. 

Navy  Estimates 

Educational  Services,  £116,400  —  Com. 
July  S,  1232. 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Serrioes,  £409,500 
—Cmn.  July  ?,  1232. 

Naval  Armaments,  £3,206,100— Cotft.c/jt/y 
?,  1231. 

Royal  Naval  Reserve",  £297,500— Co»i. 
July  S,  12,32. 

Scientific  Services,  £69,400— 6'o»/i.  July  S, 
1232. 

Shipbuilding,  £9„'>71,.W»  -  Ctnii.  July  S, 
1191. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill 
/.  3R.*yi(/y;?,  1126. 

Netherlands 

Convention  i)etween  United  Kingdom  and 
Netherlan  Ia,  regulating  the  Allow- 
ances to  Witnesses  in  Fishery  Cases — 
Copy  Presented,  July  1, 1018. 

(,'onvention  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Netherlands,  regulating  Allow- 
ances to  Witnesses  in  Fishery  Cases. 
Copy  Presented,  Jiily  S,  1128. 

Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.  l.  ] 
0.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Albans,  June 

S3,  245. 
/.  2r.  June  S3,  aiG. 
Rep.*  J^m/v6,  1324. 
SR.^July'7,  1516. 

Newcastle-npon-Tyne  Electric  SnppIyBill 
/.  Rep.»  July  0,  1321. 
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3r.*  June  i6,  645. 
e.  I^rds  Amendt*.  con.*  July  3,  1170. 

Newry 

Sessions — Jurors  summoned  to  Sessions 
from  Barony  of  Iveagh — Discontinu- 
ance of  Pra-itice  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;    A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  JiUy  7,  1527. 

New  Writs— Parliamentary  Bye-Elections 
Durham,    County    of,    (Barnattl    Castle 
Division),  July  6,  1417. 

New  Zealand 

Court   of   Appeal— Decision   of   Judicial 
Committee   of   the    Privy  CouncU — 
Alleged  Attack  on  Court  of  AppeaL 
Q.  Ivord  Hawkesbury  ;    A.  Earl  of 
Halsbury,  Jutie  J?6,  652. 

Nigeria 

Northern  Nigeria. 

Military  Operations   in,   Repulse  to 
British  Forces,  Extent  of.  Latest 
Military  Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann;    A.  Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Junt  SS,  60. 
Military  position  in.     • 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  6,  1387. 

Nolan,  Colonel  [G&lway,  N.] 

English  Benedictines  in  France— Seizure 
of  Property  of,  by  French  Government, 
Instnictions  to  British  Ambassador  at 
ParLs  for  Protection  of  Property  of 
English  Subjects  expelled  from 
France,  JuTte  2i,  67. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Cwnmittee),  June  Si,  470 ; 
June  S9,  882 ;  Juw  30,  956 ;  July  6, 
1436,  1437,  1449 ;  July  7, 1564, 1680. 

Lyddite  Shells  suspected  of  being  in  a 
Dangerous  Condition  at  Woolwich- 
Measures  to  be  taken  with  resntrd  to, 
July  g.  Win. 

South  African  Rebels— Retention  in  Prison 
in  Natal  or  Cape  Colony,  JiAy  e,  1184. 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal  Explosion— Pre- 
vious Explosion  due  to  want  of  Proper 
Superintendence,  alleged.  Cause  of 
Recent  Lyddite  Explosion,  Coroner's 
Jury,  opinion  on,  July  6,  1,391. 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal— Lyddite  Com- 
mittee, names  of  Members  of;  July  6 
1390. 

Norfolk,  Duke  of 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  S5,  516. 

North  British  Railway  (General  Powers) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 
c.  2r.»  June  S3,  251. 
con.*  June  S5,  540. 
3r.»  .rune  S9,  766. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898.  (~" r\r\rf\o 
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Northbrook,  Earl  of 

House  and   Friendly  Societies,  Jutie  33, 
246,249. 

North  Eastern  Bailway  Bill 
I.  Com.*  JultjS,  1245. 

North    Metropolitan    Electric     Power 
Supply  Sll 
l.  \tL*  June  so,  900. 
North  Middlesex  Oas  Bill 

/.  Koyal  Aasent,  Jvne  30,  898. 

North's  Navigation  Oollieries  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

North  Sea  Fisheries 

Commanication  with   Fariie  Islands  and 
ioelund  by  Wireless  Telegraphy,  Con- 
sideration of  Establishment  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;  A.  Lord Cranborne, 
June  S5,  <>d4. 

Scientific     Investigation,      International 
Scheme  of  —Boat  to  be  at  Disposal  of 
the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Murray, 
June  ii9,  782. 

Norton,  Captain  [Newington,  W.] 

Army  Clothing   Contractor — Evasion   of 

Fair  Wage  ClauM  by,  alleged,  June 

g9,  787. 
Costoms  Watchers,  Salaries  of — Extension 

of  Increased  Salary  to  Men  joining 

Service  since  1896,  proposed,  Jttiie  34, 

375. 

Disorderly  Houses  in  Southwark  — DiBicul- 
ties  experienced  by  Borough  Council 
in  dealing  witli,  Complaints,  July  7, 
1523. 

Police  in  London,  Grievances  of — Inade- 
quate Pay — Question  of  Pensions — 
Rent-Money,  June  S5,  632,  642. 

Post  Office  Pennons — Boy-Sorter  Service, 
Connting  such  Sernoe  for  Pension, 
Jtily  6,  1.381. 

Post  Office  Sorters  and  Official  Papers  — 
Privilege  of  perusing  Officisl  Papern 
denied  to  Sorters,  Reason  for,  July  6, 
1378.  * 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Explosion— Widows 
and  Families  of  Victuns  of,  Granting 
Special  Pensions,  proposed,  June  S2, 
59. 

Norton,  Lord 

Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Birmingham 
Bill,  June  ZS,  36 ;  {Committee),  June 
g6,  651. 

Nottingham 

Small-pox  Hospital — Inquiry  as  to  pro- 
posed Site  of,  Uesnlt. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long. 
June  S4,  392. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways Bill 

c.  2r.»  Com.*  JuneSS4,  369. 
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O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  P.  X.  [Cork] 

Cork  Police  Inquiry — Imposition  of  Fine 
on  Mr.  Riordan  for  refusing  to  he 
Examined,  July  6,  1402. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  Mnirongh 
See  Iiisb  Land  Bill. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  William  [Cork] 

IriHh  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Junt  34,  m, 
423,  430,  446,  447,  463,  468 ;  June  2», 
847,  869,  870,  877  ;  June  SO,  931,  935, 
936 ;  July  6,  1475,  1480,  1483;  JvlyJ. 
1540,  1542,  1566,  1581,  1583. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wioklow,  W.] 

Glasgow  Post  Office. 

Clerical  and  Sorting  Duties— Sorting 
Clerks  engaged  on  Clerical 
Duties,  Removal  to  Sortini! 
Office,  proposed,  July  6,  1380. 

Employees'  AVages— Number  receiving 
14s.  per  week  or  under,  July  'i. 
1380. 

Overtime  payments,  Aaoont  «L 
July  6,  138a 

Staff- Revision  of,  under  ConsideratioiL 
July  6, 1380. 

Irish  Land  Bill — Borrowing  Money  at  3! 

gir  eent.  for  Purpose  of  Dwellings, 
rabodying  Modification  of  31st  Sec- 
tion of  Irish  Land  Act,  1881,  in  Larni 
Bill,  proposed,  July  3,  1180. 

Post  Office— Sorting  and  Telegraph  Clerks. 
Resignations  of  Clerks  during  last 
Five  years,  Number  of,  Numter  re 
resigning  to  enter  other  Branchei  of 
the  Civil  Service,  etc.,  June  iS,  256. 

Public  Holiday— Treatment  of  June  26th 
as.  Payment  for  work  done  at  Poet 
Office  on  that  Date,  June  So,  647. 

Shanklin  Camp,  Wicklow  Co. — Mainten- 
ance of  Road  to.  Increase  of  W&r 
Department  Contribution,  proposed, 
June  SO,  914. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 

Convent  Laundries,  Inspection  of — Appli- 
cation of  Factory  Acts  to  Dockers, 
June  i'5,  592. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  i4, 4o7, 
469,  470.  471,  473,  475,  478,  482: 
June  S9,  845,  883 ;  /u^  7,  1601. 

Vivisection  Act— Administration  of.  Bene- 
fits derived  from  Vivisection,  Junf  i-i, 
630. 

O'Doherty,  Mr.  W.  [Donegal,  N.] 

Ireland. 

Distillation  Illicit — Seizure  of  Illicit 
Plant  at  Buncrana  and  Moville— 
Nature  of  Seizures,  Rewards  raid 
to  Royal  Irish  Const&bnlary, 
June  ti,  45. 

(ireenan  Ancient  Monuments — Result 
of  Correspondence  with  Regard  u> 
Vesting  Ancient  Monuments  in 
the  Commissioners  of  Pnlilir 
Works,  June  iS,  51. 
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O'DohQFty,  Mr.  W.— <•<>«<• 
Ireland— con^ 

Lamlel     Estate?,    Mortgages    on- 

Aiiiount  of,  Junta:!,  t%. 
LighthouseKeeperH— Vacations.length 

of— Facilities  given  for  Religious 

Observances,  Jinly  3,  1259. 
Malin  Head,  Fisheries  at— Congested 

Districts  Boards  Fishing  Boats, 

Withdrawal     of,     Reason     for, 

July  3,  1260. 
Police  conduct  of,  at  Rajphoe— Nature 

of  Investigation  held  with  regard 

to,  June  il2,  49. 
Irish  Land  Bill  (Comini«««),  Junt  SO,  974, 
1007;  July  1,  1067;  J^y  6,  1421, 
1422,  1426,  1445 ;  Jnly  7,  1647. 
Licensing  (Ireland)  Act,  1902— Inland 
Revenue  Officer  constituting  himself 
a  Court  of  Appeal  under.  Introduction 
of  Remedial  Legislation,  proposed, 
July  3,  1259.  i 

O'DonneU.  Mr.  Jobn  [Mayo,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  Jidy  7,  1566, 

1572. 
Prisons,  Ireland. 
.    Cells  with  Flagged  Floors,  Substitu- 
tion of  Boarded  Flooring  proposed, 
June  US,  555. 
Maryborough  Prison. 

Buildings,  Cost  of  Erection  of  New  ; 
— Inquiry    with    regard    to  | 
Erection    of    Warders'    Cot-  ( 
tages,  proposed,  June  S9,  801. 
Warders  discharged  from,  without 
Allegation  of  Incompetency, 
tirant  of   Compensation    or 
Inquiry   into   cause  of  Re-  ] 
moval,  proposed,  Jurte  29, 801.  i 
Tullaraore  Gaol.  j 

Cells,     Ventilation      of — Incon- 
venientSystemofVentilation,  , 
Improvements,  proposed,</une  I 
25,  556. 
Floors    flagged    with    Sweating 
Stone  —  Substitution         of 
Boarded  Flooring,  proposed, 
June  132,  77. 
Warders'     Holidays — Extension    of, 
proposed,  June  S3,  265. 

O'Doimell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 
Ireland. 

Dnblio  Police  Detectives— Snapshott- 
ing of  persons  in  the  street  by, 
ordering  Practice  to  be  Discon- 
tinued, proposed,  JtUy  7, 1528. 

Education — Allocation  of  part  of 
Equivalent  Grant  for  purposes  of 
Elementary,  proposed,  June  24, 
378. 

Encted  Tenants— Inclusion  of  Persons 
having  given  up  Holdings  throngli 
Inability  to  pay  Rent,  and  having 
offered  Reduced  Rent,  in  Term  as 
used  in  Irish  Land  Bill,  June  ig, 
77. 

Dingle  Railway — Expense  of,  Reliev- 
Ratepayers  of,  June  34,  393. 
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O'DonneU,  Mr-  T— «on<. 
Ireland- cwi. 


Kerry,  Congestion  in — Protest  against 
neglect  of  Congested  Districts 
Boiud  with  regard  to,  Compell- 
ing Board  to  take  Measures  for 
Rdief,  proposed,  Jtme  SO,  925. 

Post  Offices — Emigration  Notices  ex- 
hibited in  Post  Office  Windows, 
Discontinuance  of  practice  pro- 
posed, July  6,  1411. 

Schools,  Working  of  Model— Inquiry 
into,  result  Publication  of,  June 
29,  807. 

Smerwick— Pier. 

Construction— Expediting  of,  pro- 
posed, June  22,  78. 

Exten»ion  of— Urgency  of  Case, 
Special  Consideration,  pro- 
posed, July  6,  1402. 

Necessity  for  New  Pier— Inquiry 
of  Congested  Districts  Board, 
June  30,  925. 
Teachers'  Residences  —  Damage   by 

Storms  to.  Board  Responsible  for 

Repair  of  Damages,  June  92,  50. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  June  29,  831, 
875,  877  ;  JjUy  I,  1064  ;  July  7,  1536. 

Irish  Land  Bill— "  Occupiers  of  Land," 
Definition  of  Term,  July  7, 1530. 

0'Dowd,Mr.J.  [Sligo,  8.] 
Ireland. 

C-  ntempt  of  Court. 

Imprisonment  of  Members  of 
Parliament  to  Unlimited 
Terms,  Amendment  of  Law, 
proposed,  June  23,  264. 
Law  relating  to — Facilitiee  for 
introducing  Bill  to  amend 
present  Law,  July,  6,  1410. 

Prisons. 

Matrons,  Scale  of  Salaries  of— 
Similarity  to  that  of  Matrons 
in  English  Prisons,  June  24, 
396. 
Matrons'   Assistant,  in  Equilisa- 
tion  of  Salaries ;  Dietary,  in 
English    and    Irish    Prisons, 
proposed,  June  29,  796 ;  July 
6,  1405. 
Sligo  Police— Removal  of  Extra  Force 
from  Leitrim   Hill  and  Achonry, 
proposed,  July  6,  1405. 
Tenant  Purchaser,  Mr.  S.  Gillmor— 
Affidavit  of  Mr.  S.  Gillmor  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  Tenant  of  the 
Lands  of  "The  Acres"  for  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  Advance  nom 
the  Land  Commission  ;  interven- 
tion of  the  Crown,  proposed,  June 
'  29,  809. 

Tottenham  Estate,  County  Leitrim— 
Delay  in  Sale  of.  Cause  of,  Pro- 
I  ceeding  against  Tenants,  June  23, 

I  267. 

I         Irish  Land  BUI  {Committee),  July  6,  1498  ; 
July  7, 1536. 
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O'Kelly,  Mr.  C  [Mayo,  N.] 

Iie'and. 

(Jast'ebar  Prison  (Tovernorship  — 
Appoiotment  from  Ranka  of 
PriBon  Service,  proitosei),  June 
HO,  926. 

Claremorri*  Union  —  Valuation  of, 
Return  of,  Preparatim  of  Similar 
Returns  for  all  Uniuiu  in  Con- 
naogbt,  proposed,  Jniie  US,  555. 

Marine  Works  (Ireland)  Act — Schenieo 
under.  Acceptance  of,  by  County 
Councils,  July  1,  1033. 

I'iere,  Erection  of  in  County  Mayo— 
Date  of  Conimencenient  of  Work, 
Proport'on  of  Unexpended  tintnts 
of  County  to  be  expended  on 
Schemes,  Jtdy,  6,  1409. 
Fri  h  Land  Bill  (Cmnmittee),  July  fl,  1492 ; 

July  7,  1546,  1572,  1581. 

O'Kelly.  Mr.  J.  [Roscommou,  N.] 

Kea<hie  Post  Office— Business  carried  on 
on  Licensed  Premises,  Removal  to 
more  Suitable  Location,  proposed. 
Julyti.Un.  •    r    F"      . 

01d-A|re  Pensions 

Se.t  Fiscal  I'olicy. 

O'Malley,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Conuemara] 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  7,  15«5. 
Salmon  Hauling  at  the  mouth  of  the  Erriff 
River— Point  at  which  Salmon  Hauling 
is  Legal  undefined  by  Fishery  Con- 
servators, Protection  of  Interests  of 
Fishermen,  proposed,  July  J,  1280. 

O'Mara,  Mr.  J.  [Kilkenny,  S.] 

Garrigeen  National  School  Teachers— 
Delavs  in  Payment  of  Salaries,  Date 
on  which  Arrears  will  l)e  payable,  June 
S9,  806. 

Onslow,  Earl  of— President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture. 
Board  of  Agricnltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill, 
June  23,  221 ;  June  S9,  JS9. 

Ophthalmia 

Poor  Law  Children— Number  in  Metropoli- 
Un  Schools  suffering  from,  Medtod 
Examination,  propoeM. 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 
June  g9,  796. 

Orange  Birer  Colony 

Inter-Colonial  Council,  South  Africa,  Order 
in  Council,  Papers  relating  to.  Pre- 
sented, June  SO,  903,  910. 

Ordnance 

Ireland—New  Ordnance  Maps,  Omission 
of  Old   Boundaries  of  Parishes   and 
Baronies,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
Q.  Mr.  Kennedy ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Lone, 
June  S5,  543. 

QnuBb^-Qore.  Mr.  Seymour  [Lincolnshire' 
bainsborongb] 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Ccmrnittee),  Julv  1,  1072. 

1092,  1120;  July  6,  1439,  1441,  1442. 
SUtistical  Abstract  for  1902  out  of  print- 
Date  of  Issue  of  Reprint,  Juw  gg,  69. 
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O'Shaughnessy,  Mr-  P.  J.  [Limerick,  W.l 
Ireland. 

Poor  Rate  R<!tums  of  Xultei  Boim, 
Writing  otf  ouch  Returns  as  lire- 
coveraWe,  July  (!,  1383. 

Bruree,  Limerick— Extra  Police  Sta- 
tioned at,  July  6,  1409. 

Rents  in  County  Limerick — Appeal 
case  of  J.  O'Connell,  Delay  in 
hearin^r,  alleged,  July  6',  1383. 

Irish  Land  Bill — Insertion  of  Clause  in, 
giving  Tenants  who  purchased  Hold- 
ings under  Headrent  iwht  to 
Purchase  Headrent  at  Price  fixed  by 
C  MiimissioD,  proposed,  July  7,  1530. 

O'Shee,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  W.] 
Ireland. 

Farm  Servants  (indoor)  in  Ireland— 
Nnn;l)er8  in  Census  Returns  of 
1891,  1901,  respectively,  July  1, 
1022. 

L  ibourers— Agricultural  and  General, 
Nnmbers  in  Census  Retains  of 
1891  and  1901,  June  39,  771,  809. 

I^ibourera'  Allotments — Area  of  Land 
Aoquh-ed  under  Labourers'  (Ire- 
land) Acts  for,  July  S,  1187. 

Lismore  Garrotting^  Case— Arrest  of 
Garrotters,  Action  of  Police  with 
regard  to,  June  23,  76. 

Tdllow— Public  Meeting  at. 

Police,  Interference  of,  Pioiest 
against,  June  S4,  378. 

Prohibited  without  Prodamatiuu 
by  Lord  Lieutenant — Ground!- 
for  Prohibition,  Cost  and 
Numljer  of  Extra  Police, 
Proportion  of  Sunt  cliatgeii 
to  the  Rates,  June  gS,  76. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CtmimUtee),  June  S4,  443, 
444,  445  ;  June  iS,  822,  834,  826,  827, 
833;  June  SO,  976;  July  6,  1426, 
U:U,  1442,  1443,  1446, 1448, 1454, 1461. 

Oyster  Question 

«ee  B  >ard  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Bill, 

Out-door  Belief  Pensioners  Bill 
/.  IE.*  June  S3,  37. 

Parliaments 

House  of    Commons— Ventilation    Com- 
mittee, Publication  of  Report,  date  of. 
Q.    Mr.      Wylie;      A.      Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  July  7, 1522. 

P-  and  O-  Company 
See  Navy. 

Patent  Office  Extension  Bill 

Debate  on  2e.  [H.C],  June  ?X,  487. 

Buildings— Proposed      ErRtioB     of 

New  488. 
Cost— Estimated,  488. 

<•.    2b.    June  ,14, 488. 
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fechili,  Qalf  of 

Assemlily  of  Ships  of  War— Number  of 

BritMh,    American,     and     Japanese 

Fleets  stationed  in  Gulf,  Reason  for 

Gathering  of  Fleets. 

Q.  Mr.  Schvann;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 

Forster,  July  6,  1391. 

P«licaa  &nd  Britudi  Empire  Life  Office 
Bill 

•  I.    Koyal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

Pembroke  Dock 

Admiralty   Gifts   of   Stone   for   Charch 
Boildini;  at— Value  of,  Authority  by 
which  given,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Philippe;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Jvly  6,  1376. 

Pentillie  Estate  BiU 

/.  Kep.*  J^ay  g,  1125. 
3R.*  JiUy  8,  1322. 
c.     IR.*  J«/y6,  1370. 

Petiol 

Suggested    Extraction    from    Irish    Beet 
and  Potatoes — Experiments  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynaham, 
July  7,  1524. 

Pllilippa,  Mr.  [Pembroke] 

Admiralty  Gifts  of  Stone  for  Church  Build- 
ing at  Pembroke  Dock,  Authority  by 
which  given,  July  6,  1376. 

Pier  and   Harbonr   Provisiomd    Orders 
(No.  1)  BiU 

e.    Rep.*    Juite  S3,  251. 

3R.*    June  S4,  369. 

I.    Royal  Afsent,  Jinu  30,  898. 

Pier   and  Harbour   Provisional   Orders 

(Ho-  2)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  23,  251. 

<»».*  J-um  Si,  869. 

3R.*  Jwie  So,  539. 
/.  lR.*Jii«ef5,  490. 

Pier  and   Harbonr   ProTisional   Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill 

c.  Rep.*/t«»«^,y,  251. 

con.*  June  S-4,  369. 

3E.*.  Jtme  25,  540. 
I.  IR.*  June  «,  490. 

Pier   and   Harbonr   Provisional   Orders 

(No.  4)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  23, 251. 

«m.*  June  S4,  369. 

8R.*  June  25,  540. 
I  in.*  June  26,490. 

Pier   and   Harbonr   Provisional   Orders 

(No.  5)  BUI 
c.  Rep.*  June  S>1,  667. 

eon.*  June  SO,  766. 

3R.*  June 30,  901. 
I.  iR.*  June  SO,  803. 

Pier   and   Harbonr   Prorisional   Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  23,  951. 

con.*  June  24,  369. 

3R.*  June  25,  530w 
/.  IR.*  June  25,  490. 
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Piers  and  Harbours 

Ireland — 

Ballyconnell,  County  SHgo,  Erection 
of  Pier,  propoted. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  M'Killop;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  29,  785. 

County  Mayo  Piers,  Erection  of — 
Date  of  Commencing  Work,  Pro- 
portion of  Unexpended  Grants  of 
County    to.    be    Expended     on 

8dl6tll6& 

V.  Mr.  O'Kelly  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, J}Uy  6,  1409. 

Sraerwick  Harbour  Pier— Expediting 
(Construction  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  O'DonneU;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  22,  78. 

Smerwick  Dingle  Pier— Necessity  for 
New  Pier,  Inquiry  of  Conge»te<l 
Districts  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnellj  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  30,  925. 

Smerwick  Pier— Extensionof,  Urgency 
of    Ca«e,    Special  Consideration, 
proposed. 
{>.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  6,  1402. 

Pilotace  Waters 

tee  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amend- 
ment BiU. 

Piecework  Trades 
see  Home  Office. 

Pirie,  Mr.  D-  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

Army  Rations  Destroyed  in  South  Africa 
-Value  of  Rations  destroyed,  Firms 
supplying  Rations,  Laying  Report  of 
<ieneral  Officer  Commanding  South 
Africa  on  Table,  proposed,  June  24, 
381. 

Pistols  Bill 

e.  coji.*  3r.*  June  26,  720. 
I.  IR.*  June  39,  734. 

Plymouth  and  Stonehonse  Gas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Jwie  JO,  898. 
Police 

see  Home  Office. 

Organisation  of— see  Access  to  the  House. 

Suburban  Constables  —  U«nt  Allowance 
for,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  June  23,  255. 

Pontyvridd  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
e.  Rep.*  June  J9, 161. 
eon.*  July  7, 1517. 

Poole  aad  IHstrict  Eleetric  Traction  Bill 
e.  2r.*  Com.*  June  30,  907. 

Poor  Law 

Infirmarie*— Phthisioal  Patients  in.  Treat- 
ment  of. 

New  Regulations,  proposed. 
(^.  Mr.  ManftKeld  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  J.«ng, 

June  24,  372. 
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Poor  jMW—cont. 

Ireland — Amalgamation  of  Unions — Con- 
sideratiim  hy  Commiasion  of  Cases 
other  than  that  of  Londonderry  Union 
in  regard  to  suggested  Alterations  of 
Boundaries. 

Q.  Marquees  of  Hamilton ;  A.  Mr. 

Wyndham,  June  30,  917. 

Kelief,  England  and  Wales— Statement  of 
NuiuMr  of  Persons  in  Receipt  from 
Boards  of  Guardians  of  Indoor  and 
Oat-door  Relief,  ordered,  Jntyl,  1018. 

Poor  Law  (Diasolntion  of  School  Diitricta 
and  AcUustments)  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  July  S,  1320. 
Is.*  July  3,  1320. 

Poor  Law  Schools  and  lostitations 

Metropolitan  Schools  —  Expenditure  on 
Buildings  in  SchoolH  for  which  Expen- 
diture has  lieen  Sanctioned,  Amount 
E.xpended,  since  1896. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
June  20,  774. 

Ophthalmia — Nnmberof  Children  in  Metro- 

g>litan  Schools  suffering  from,  Medical 
xamiaation,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks ;  .i.  Sit  AV.  Anson, 

Jiitie  39,  796. 

Portadown 

Post  Office  Employees  —  Number  and 
Religious  Belief  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Mioan  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain, June  i4>  375. 

Porthcawl 

Rifle  Range,  Construction  of— Intentions 
trith     regard     to    Completion      of. 
Proposed  Expenditure. 
Q.  Mr.  Fuller;    A.  Mr.  Brodriok, 
Jvlyi,  1181. 

Portsmoath 

Dockyard— Dismissal  of  Employees. 
Q.    Mr.   P.   Lncas;     A.    Mr.    Amold- 
Forster,  June  33,  54. 

Portsmouth,  Earl  of 

Fiscal  Policy,  June  tS,  T2A. 

House  and  Friendly  Societies,  Jvne  X3, 
•247. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill 

e.  Biep.'  July  3,  1255. 

Postmea 

Overtime    Payments     to     Postmen     for 
Increased'  Rounds,  Prior  to  Revision  of 
Walk. 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  6, 1379. 

Rural  Postmen— Distance  to  be  Walked 
per  Day  in  Order  to  be  Classified  as  a 
Full-time  Man. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlafai,  July  6, 
1379. 
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Post  Office 
Employees. 

Sorters  and  Official  Papers,  Privilet;e 
of  perusing  OfficialTapera  dene^d 
to  Sorters,  reason  for. 
Q.    Captain  Norton ;    A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
0, 1378. 
Sorting  and  Telegraphiat  Positions— 
Resignations  of  Clerks  during  last 
Five  Veats,  Number  of,  Nnml>-r 
Resigning  to  enter  otiier  Braneb^ 
of  Civil  Service,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.   O'Connor;    A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Jwne 
33,  256. 
Women  Clerkships  in   the    General 
Poet     Office    —    ExaminiUions, 
Length  of  Interval  between  Ex- 
aminations,  Interval  since  Last 
Examination,  Reason  for  Length 
of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;    .i.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Jviy  1, 1029. 
Ireland. 

Emigration  Notices  Exhibited  in  Post 
Office  Windows — Discontinuance 
of  Practice,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  01)onneU ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Jfiy 
6,1411. 
Keadne  Post  Office — Baainees  carried 
on  oo  Licensed  Premises,  Removal 
to      more    Suitable     Location, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  J.   O'KeUy;    A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Juily 
6,  1411. 
Pensions— Boy-Sorter  Service,   Counting 
such  Service  for  Pension. 
Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  6,  1381. 
Postal  Services  Committee — Representa- 
tion of  Employees,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Chamberlayne ;  X.  Mr. 
Aosten  Chamberlain,  Jttnt  tt, 
49. 

Wages  Committee,  Names  of  Members, 
Date  of  First  Sitting. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Tiify  «,  1400. 

Postal  Orders 
Ireland. 

Irish  Postal  Order  Accounts  k^t  in 

London  —  Transfer    to    Dublin, 

proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Aneten 

Chamberiain,  Juiy  1,  1028. 

Issue   of   Irish    Postal   Orders  with 

Sepuate  Series  of  Numbers  and 

of  Distinctive  Colour,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Aosten 

Chamberlaio,  Jnly  1,  1028. 

Post  Office  Sites  (Becomadtted)  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee  (H.C.],  June  19, 
89G. 

Electricity,  Provlnon  of,  896. 
Generating    Station,    Anangements 
for,  896. 
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Powell,  Sir  Francis  [Wigan] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  [Committee), 
June  es,  327.  339,  343  ;  July  3,  1285, 
1290. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  Plans  of — 
Change  in,  Affording  Increased  Ac- 
commodation to  Art  Students,  but 
Preiudicial  to  the  Exhibition  of  the 
Collections,  June  HZ,  73. 

Power,  Mr.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Ashbonme  Act  Purchasers  —  Excessive 
Payment  by,  owing  to  Redaction  of 
Interest  on  the  British  National 
Debt,  Insertion  of  Clause  in  Jjand 
Bill  dealing  with  Matter,  proposed, 
J-une  ?2,  80. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S9,  831 ; 
June  30,  974  ;  JtUy  6,  U73. 

Wheatley,  Thomas— Case  of,  Jul)/  i,  1180. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Dnties 

Q.  LoTdWB\b^,July6,l3o9;  A.  Duke 
of  Devonshire  ;  July  6,  1365. 

Preferential  TarifTs 
See  Finance  Bill. 
See  Imperial  Fiscal  Policy. 
See  Inquiry  into  oar  Fiscal  system. 

President  Lonbet's  Visit 

Expression  of  Feeling  in    the  House  of 
Commons — Methml   of  sho^ving   Ap- 
preciation of  Visit  of  President. 
Q.    Mr.  Lambert.    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.    July  6,  1415. 

Pretyman,  Mr.,  CiM  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Suffolk,  VVoodbridge) 

Admiralty  Gifts  of  Stone  for  Church 
Building  at  Pembroke  Dock- 
Authority  by  which  given,  July  6, 
1376. 

Evicted  Farm— Negotiations  in  Progress 
for  Purchase  by  Admiialty,  Proposed 
Postponement  of  Sale  till  aiter  Passing 
of  the  Land  Bill  not  possible,  June  30, 
928. 

Keyham  Dockyard — Different  Scale  of 
Wages  at  Engineer  Students  College 
and  Dockyard — Equalisation  of,  m 
Contemplation,  June  26,  5S0. 

Kilnaughtin  School,  Tarbet,  County 
Kerry — School  not  in  receipt  of 
Admiralty  Grant,  June  35%\  551. 

Naval  Works  Bill— Expenditare,  Amount 
of,  for  which  Provision  is  made  in  the 
Bill,  J'Kfy^,  1184 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund)  July  3, 
1262,  1284,1266,  1268,  1274,  1279, 1280 

New  Naval  Base  at  St.  Margaret's  Hope— 
ArraDgeiuent^  for  Acquisition  of  Land 
not  yet  Complete,  June  26,  649. 

Queenstown  Harbour,  Moorings  in — Re- 
fusal to  m-ant  Yacht "  Bona  "  facilities 
for  Anchorage,  alleged,  Reconsidera- 
tion proposed,  June  ^5,  550. 

73 


PreTention  of  Cruelty  to  Ohildren  (Amend- 
ment) BiU 

c.  1R.»  July  6,  1418. 

Prisoners 


Averfumcost  of. 
Q.  Sir    H.   Vincent;    A. 
Douglas,  June  ISH,  53. 


Mr.    Akers 


Prisons 

Ireland. 

Assistant  Matrons. — Equalisation  of 
Salariej,  Dietary,  in  English  and 
Irish  Prisons,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.     O'Dowd;      A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  6, 1406. 

Assistant  Matrons. — Scale  of  Salaries, 
Dietary,  etc.,  of  Matrons  in 
English  PrisDDa,  Adoption  of 
Uniform  Scale  for  both  countries. 
"Reasons  against. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd;  A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  June  S9,  796. 

Matrons,     Scale     of    Salaries    of — 
Similarity  to  that  of  Matrons  in 
^  English  Prisons.       . 

Q.     Mr.     O'Dowd;     A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  S4,  395. 
Prisons  having  Cells   with    Flagged 
Floors— Substitution  of  Boarded 
Flooring,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  S5,  555. 

Warders'    Holidays,     Extension    of,, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  g3,  265. 

Piivat*  Hembers'  Bills 

Motion  for  Standing  Order  on  _  Subject  of 
giving    precedence    to    Bills    naving 
passed  the  Second  Reading  by  large 
msijority— Acceptance  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Channing ;   A.    Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour.  July  1,  1034. 
Private  Bills— Enabling  Members  to  carry 
Bills  through  subsequent  stages  after 
Second  Readings  have  Inen  obtained, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Channing;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  S9,  814. 

Privy  Oonncil  for  Trade 

Railways  —  Agricultural  Produce,  Rates 
.  for. 
Os.  Sir  E.  Strachey,  Jidy  $,  1237. 

Protection 

See  Finance  Bill. 

Public  Accounts 

Irish  Accounts  Auditing  of— Accounts 
Audited  in  Dublin  and  London,  Work 
to  be  done  Exclusively  in  Dublin,  pro- 
posed, Cost  in  London  and  Dublin. 

Q.    Mr.   Lundon  ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 

June  39,  797. 

Public  Buildinss 

London— Completion     of     Buildings    in 
Whitehall,  etc..  Date  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
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TaUic  Holidays 

June  '26th— Treatm«nt  of,  fks  Public  Holi- 
day.   Payment  for  work  done  at  Post 
Otfice  on  that  date. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor    ;   A.    Mr.  | 
Austen  Chamberlain,  June  25,  I 
547. 

Public  OfficeB  (Doblin)  (Becommitted)  Bill 

Considered    in  Committee  rH.C.T,  July  S, 

I3I9. 

ProRreas— Motion  to  Report,  1320. 
c  con."  July  6,  1494. 
con.*  Rep.* /a/y  7,  1615. 

Public  Petitions 

Committee  Report  Presented,  June  S4, 370. 

Public  Works  Loams. 

Board— Annual  Report  with  Appendicea 
Presented,  June  30, 910 ;  June  S,  1128. 

<)aee;island     InTestment     and      Land 
Mortgace  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898. 

<}neenstown 

Harbour,  Moorings  in— Kefusal  to  grant 
yacht  "Bona"  facilities  for  Anchor- 
age,   alleged,   Reconsideration    pro- 
posed. 
Q.     Captain  Donel&n ;    A.     Mr.  i 
Pretyman,  June  US,  550.  I 

BalBes  | 

Church  Bazaars  —  Raffles  suppresKed  at  | 
Perth  and  allowed  at  Bazaar  in  con-  , 
nection    vrith     Wallacetown     Pari»h 
Church,  Dundee,  Reason  for  Different 
Treatment 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Murray, 
June  io,  545.  ' 

Xailwajrs 

see  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 

Birr  and    Portnrana  Line — Expenditure 
on,    by  .  whom   Owned,  Liooting    of  ' 
Line,  alleged. 
(i».    Mr.  Roche  ;  A».    Mr.  Wynd- 
•ham,  June  S3,  75. 
Continuous    Brakes— Return    Presented, 

July  3,  1247. 
Ireland. 

Ballyroney  and   Newcastle  Kailway, 
Construction  of — Date  of    Cora-  ' 
mencement    of,    by     the    Great  i 
Northern   and    the   Belfast  and 
County  Down  KailwayConipanies.  ' 
0.     Mr.   MacVeaghj    A.    Mr. 
Wyndhani,  June  £6,  661. 
Excessive  Rates,  placing  Irish  Farmer 
at  a  Disadvantage  with  respect  ' 
to  Foreign  Competition. 
Q.      Mr.    C.    E.    Devlin;    A. 
Mr.     Wyndham,    Julv    6, 
1409.  *     'l 

Limerick    and   Cork   Mail    Trains —  ' 
i'ropoeed  Alteration  of  Time  of  ' 
Express    Boat    leaving  .Dublin, 
imtting  on  Early  Train  to  catch 
11  a.n).  Express  Boat,  proposed.     I 
Q.      Mr.      Joyce;      A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jutu  2S,  78. 
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Rates.    Excessive  Rates. 
Q.     Mr.    C.     DevUn;      A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Juiy  6,  1409. 

Light  Railways — Procedure  under  the 
Light  Railways  Act,  1896,  Expediting 
Procedure,  proposed  ;  Allied  Dela^re ; 
Confirmation  of  County  of  Middlesex 
Light  Railways  Order,  1903,  daring 
present  Session. 
Q.  Mr.  Big  wood;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
June  S9,  773. 

Railway  Companies  Powers  Act,  1*>*- 
Report  on  Application  made  niider 
Act  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  Presented,  June  S5,  492,  541. 

KiUlwayg  Construction  Facilities  Act, 
1864 — Report  on  Applieation  made 
under  Act  and  Proceedings  of  tlie 
Board  of  Trade,  Presented,  Juw  IS, 
492,  54L 

Bandies,  Vx-  John  S.  [Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth] 

Railway  Development  in  India — Report  of 
Mr.  T.  Robertson  on,  Carrying  out 
Recommendations  of,  July  t,  1174. 

Basch,  Major  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 

Aldershot  Review— Aooommodation  for 
Members  of  Parliament  at,  /u^r  ^ 
1625. 

.\rgcntine  Cattle  Importation  into 
En^and — Foot  and  Mouth  Diseaaed 
Anmials,  Number  of  Cargoes  Uaded 
subsequent  to  Order  prohibiting 
further  importation.  Number  carrris); 
infected  animals.  Precautious  aguntf 
Spread  of  Infection,  June  S3,  42. 

Retired  Army  Offioers,  Reemploymeit 
of— Report  of  Committee  on.  Date  of 
issue,  June  64,  380. 

Baay,  Lord. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  KIL 
Jidy  3, 1249 ;  Jtdy  7, 1516. 

Becords 

Additional  Role  for  Oisuoaat  of  certain 
Documents— Copy  Preeented,  /»« 
^,20L 

Disposal  of  Documents— Copy  of  Addi- 
tional Rule  under  Pulilie  Reeord  OIB«e 
Acts,  1877,  relating  to,  Presentol 
June  i£,  42. 

Becords  and  Histoiieal  Maanseripts,  etc 

Documents  of  not  sufficient  Value  lo 
justify  Pre?«enation,  Schedule  Pre- 
sented, Jwie  £3,  492, 541. 

Irish  Historical  Manuscripte— Iri^ 
Franciscans — Mannaoripts  c^  Dateot 
Publication. 

Q.    Sir.    T.    Esmonde;     A.    Mr. 
Elliot,  June  :15,  554. 
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Seddy,  Mr.  [King's  Connty,  Birr] 

Frankford,  King's  County. 

Proposed  Change  of  Name,  Allowing 
Ccunly  Council  to  effect  change 
without  interference  of  Local 
Government  Board,  proposed, 
June  24,  378. 

Restoration  of  Ancient  Name  of 
"Kilcormac"  to— Refusal  of 
Local  Government  Board  to  aooept 
Latter  Name,  Grounds  for,  June 

S9,  805. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  30,  94.3, 
948;  Jvli/t,  1071. 

Sedmond,  Mr.  John  [Waterford] 

Iiish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  June  Si,  406, 
406,  407,  413,  449,  431,  463,  486,  487  ; 
Jane^,  829,  836,  8.37,  844,  852,  855, 
865  ;  June  30,  957,  958,  966,  967,  968, 
972,  996,  1010;  Jnhj  1,  1042,  1056, 
1080,  1103,  1108,  1109,  1110,  1123; 
Juhj  6,  1419,  1421 ;  July  7,  1583. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  William  [Clare,  E.] 

Crime  in  Connty  Clare— Absence  of. 
Withdrawal  of  Proclamation  under 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  propoxetl,  June  S4,  394  ;  July  I, 
1030. 

4jierniany  and  Canwiian  Tariffs — Repre- 
sentations to  H.M.  Government,  on 
Subject  of,  June  :ii,  384. 

Oninea  Postal  Or^Iers  Bill,  June  26,  688. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Cmnmittee),  June  S4,  453, 
456,  480 ;  June  ^,  827,  828,  832,  867, 
882;  June  30,  949;  July  t,  1038, 
1116;  July  7,  1543. 

liish  Gold  Ornaments — Transfer  from 
British  Museum  to  Dublin  Museum, 
June  S4,  400. 

Life  Assurance  Premiums  paid  to  Colonial 
Companies  —  Deduction  granted  to 
Taxpayer  in  Respect  of,  July  1,  1025. 

Middlsex  County  Asylum — Treatment  of 
C.  J.  Smart— Inquiry  proposed,  June 
22,  71. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  Ju,n«  S6,  693. 

Russia  and  China —Agreement  between, 
in  Reference  to  Manchuria  and  Niuch- 
wang.  Terms  of,  Jun€  SS,  654. 

^rvian  Revolotaon  —  Remonstrance  on 
pcurt  of  British  Government  with 
regard  to  Recent  Murders,  June  23, 
64. 

i^outh  Australia— .\ttitiule  of,  with  regard 
to  proposal  that  in  matters  relating 
10  Foreign  Governments  H.M.  Gov- 
ernment should  refer  to  the  Govern-  < 
uient  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  not 
the  State  Governments,  June  S5,  361. 

Tennyson,  Lord,  Term  of  Office  in 
Australia  —  Extension  of.  Truth  of 
Statement  with  regani  10,  June  SS, 
61. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland. 

Abatement  of  Daty  on  Irish  Grown 
Tobacco,  proposed,  June  29,  798. 
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Bodmond,  Mr-  William— con^ 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland — ront. 

Experiments  on  Opinion  of  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture  on. 
July  1,  1032. 

Vandeleur  Estate,  Co.  Clare — .Settlement 
created  between  Landlord  and  Tenant 
bjr  the  late  Lord  Ru«sell,  Settlement 
still  in  force,  June  i2,  79. 


Beformatory  Sehools 

see  Employment  of  Children  BilL 

Seformstory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Vote  for— Taking  of,  at  early  Date,  j»ro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  BUI;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfonr, 
July  i,  1023. 

Bemainder  Man 


see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Benwick,  Mr-  [Newcastle-upon-Tyne] 
Naval  Subsidies,  JiJy  2,  1212. 

Beservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade 

Disadvantages  of  British  Traders  in  Com- 
petition with  those  of  Foreign  Nations. 
Os.    Lord  Muskerry,  June  S5,  529, 
538;    Lord    Wolverton,    53« ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  538. 

Betaliation,  Principle  of 
see  Fiscal  Policy. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure 


Accounts  for  year  ending  March, 
Presented,  Ju>ie  S3,  201,  23.^ 
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Mr.  J.  Chamber- 


Bhodesia 

Lendy  Estate — Sum  shown  to  Credit  of 
estate,  forwarding  of,  to  Mother  of 
late  James  McGowan,  proposed. 
Qi.    Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  As.    Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  2,  1184. 

Population  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A. 

lain,  June  29,  787. 

Richards,  Mr-  H.  a  [Finsbury,  E.] 

Cape  Ragging  Case — Alleged  BrearJi  of 
Parole  by  Officers,  Steps  to  be  taken 
by  War  OfiBce,  JiUy  6,  1386. 

"  Uagging  "  in  the  Army — Civilians  tried 
bv  (5)nrt-Martial,  Steps  to  prevent 
Repetition  of  such  Trials,  Issue  of 
General  Orders,  in  View  of  the  Cap«> 
liagging  Case,  June  29,  786. 

Bickmansworth  Gas  Bill 

r.  3R.»  June  23,  230. 

/.  Royal,  Assent,  June  30,  899. 

Blfle  Oluhs 

Rifle  Practice — Encouragement  of  Shoot- 
ing from  Uie  Saddle,  proposed. 
^.    Mr.  E.  CeoU ;  A.    Mr.  Elliot, 
Jii^ie  S5,  549. 
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Bipon,  Lord  Bishop  of 

National  Standard  of  Pliysical  Health- 
Deterioration  in  Physique  amongst 
Population,  as  shown  by  Army  Re- 
turns and  Results  of  Scottish  Com- 
mission, Decrease  of  Birth  Rate  both 
at  home  and  in  the  Colonies,  July  6, 
1324. 

Bipon,  Marauess  of 

Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill  {CommkUe), 

June  SO,  652. 
County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 

(dommittee),  June  23,  23o. 
Education  (Borrowing)  Bill,  June  S3, 242. 
Fiscal  Policy,  June  Z9,  748,  761. 
Malta,   Constitution  of— Modification  of, 

alleged.  Laying  Correspondence  before 

Parnanient,  proposed,  June  23,  201. 

Bitchie,  "Ux.— Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
[Croydon] 
HritiHh  Seamen  Discliarged  at  Continental 
Ports — Recommendation  for  Abolition 
of  Fees  Charged  for  Remittances 
under  the  Money  Older  and  Tran  - 
mission  System  not  to  be  Adopted, 
June  25,  544. 

Coal  Exports  to  Foreign  Countries,  the 
Colonies,  and  India — Infonnation  con- 
tained in  Annual  Statement  of  Trade 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  1902, 
July  1,  1022. 

Customs  Duties,  Increase  on,  as  sitown  in 
Budget  Statement,  June  22,  69. 

Dog     Licences — Application     of    Noitb 
W  ales  Federation  of  Meat  Traders  foi 
Exemption  of  Sheep-dogs  from  Taxa-  i 
tion.  Objections  to  Granting  Kxenip-  I 
tion,  July  ii,  1186.  i 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  2i,  89,  93,  ! 
98,  120,  121,  147,  149,  154,  161,  165,  I 
176,  177,  178,  179,  180,  181.  183,  185,  ' 
188,  190 ;  June  23,  279,  292,  303,  305,  i 
306,  308,  310,  314,  320,  324,  325,  326.      \ 

Great  Indian  Peninsular  Annuities—  i 
Decision  of  House  of  Lords  on.  No  i 
Alteration  of  Law  Contemplated,  [ 
Jvly  2,  1186.  I 

(iovemment  Deiiartments  —  Distribution  | 
of  Duties,  Committee  of  Inquirj- into,  , 
Names  of  Members,  July  ti,  1398. 

Income  Tax  Appeal  Cases— Practice  with 
regard  to  Hearing  of,  in  Ireland, 
July  2,  1186. 

Irish  Land  Bill  [Committee),  July  1,  1121, 
1123. 

Life  Assurance  Premiums  paid  to  Col><nial 
Companies — No  Deduction  Granted  to 
Taxpayer  in  Respect  of,  July  1,  1025. 

Lunacy  and  Drunkenness  in  Glasgow — 
Inquiry  instituted  by  Corporation  of 
Glasgow,  No  Official  Information 
received  with  regard  to,  July  6, 1396. 

Molasses — Prop<»etl  Rebate  of  Duty  on. 
No  jostiKcation  for  allowing  Rebate  of 
Duty,  June  23, 238. 
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Bitchie,  Mr.- <•<"''• 

Scotch  Whisky  in  Tied  Houses— All^pd 
Sale  of  English  Spirit-distilled  \\Tu8ky 
as  Scotch  Whisky,  J^Uy  6,  1397. 

Sugar  Factories  under  Bond — Number  to 
be  placed  under  Bond  under  Sogar 
Convention  Bill,  July  t,  1187. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland— Proposed 
Abatement  of  Duty  on  Iriah-grom 
Tobacco,  No  Permanent  Abatement 
probable,  Ju>ie  39,  798. 

Whisky  DUtillation— I'roposed  Return 
with  regard  to,  Not  to  be  grsnted, 
July  6,  1397. 

BobertS,  Mr.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

Bannaids  in  Bengal  —  Act  passed  bj 
Bengal  Legislative  Council  prohiWtiiy 
Employment  of  Legislation  in  other 
Provinces,  June  24, 388. 

Bombay,  Licensed  Premises  in— Increwe 
of.  Reason  for,  June  22,  45. 

Clubs,  Registration  of— Member  Regi»- 
tered,  June  29,  792. 

South  Airiuan  Garrison— Proposed  Charge 
on  India  for  Maintenance  of.  Consi- 
deration of  Indian  Opinion,  June  H, 

Robertson,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  25,  »15. 

Robertson,  Mr.  E-  [Dundee] 

Colonial  Conference,  Proceedings  of— 
Objections  made  to  full  Publication  of. 
Attempt  to  Modify  Views  of  Objeoton. 
proposed,  June  ii,  (S3. 

Commercial  Treaty  with  Germany,  De- 
nunciation of— Date  of  Circulation  of 
Papers  with  Reference  to,  June  St,  67. 

Finance  Bill  (Cmnmittee),  June  SS,  Ml. 
I         Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  JtUy  1, 1045 
,  1053. 


Naval  Expenditure,  Total  Amount  <rf-- 
Conference  with  Foreign  Powers  wiOi 
a  view  to  reducing  Expenditure— 
Colonial  Contributions,  Vote  for  Re- 
construction and  Repairs,  Jniy  t,  1191- 

Naval  Subsidies,  J^dy  S,  1213,  1214.1215 
1218,  1221,  1222. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  /Wy 
S,  1264,  1267,  1268,  1269. 
Bobertson,  Mr.  Herbert  [Hackney,  8.] 

Innkeepers'  LiabiUty  Bill  (CtwswtWrt), 
^«»«^6,  717. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CommiUee),  June  «*.«*. 
443,  400,  476,  484 ;  June  59,866 ;  JW 
30,  958,  987  ;  July  1, 1075, 1079,  lOS; 
July  e,  1435,  1436. 

Bobinson,  Mr-  B  [Dudley.] 

Performing  BeaiB  in  Public  Street*— Re- 
moval of,  proposed,  July  7,  1523. 

Boche  Mr.  [Galway,  E.] 

Birr  and  Portumna  Line— Expenditare  «W 
by  whom    owned.   Looting  of  ub«> 

alleged,  June  f  ?,  78. 
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Boche,  Mx.—eont. 

IrUh  Education  Grants— Acticm  of  Com- 
missioners in  Neutralisine  Role  deal- 
ing with  grants  in  aid  of  Local  Con- 
trfbations  to  existing  Vested  Schools, 
Requext  to  Commissioners  to  carry 
ont  Rnie,  propose  I,  June  S2,  74. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (C&mmittee),  June  24,  460  ; 
J>ily  7,  1538. 

Bochester 

Diocese  of,  see  Bishoprics  of  Southwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 

Bocheeter   Corporation   Tramways   and 
ImproTements  Bill 

«.  2r'  Com.*  June  29,  766. 

BoUeston,  Sir  John  [Leicester] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  JtUy  1,  1070, 
1071. 

Vivisection  Experiments,  Report  of  Results 
of — Issne  of,  proposed,  June  36,  639. 

Increase  in,  Reason  for,  Jimt  SO,  915. 

Bollit,  Sir  Albert  [Islington,  S.] 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  Jum  «e,  671. 

Bomford  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
I.  2r.*  June  SS,  194. 
Com.*  June  gS,  195. 

Boscommon 

Boyle,  Plains  of— Application  of  Descend- 
ants of  Evicted  Tenants  for  Land  on, 
refused.  Scheduling  Plains  of  Boyle 
under  the  Congested  Districts  Clause 
of  Land  Bill,  proposed. 

Q     Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndhani,  July  6,  1401. 

Rate  Collections — Refusal  of  County 
Council  to  sanction  Payment  of  Fees 
to  Persons  having  exceeded  Prescribed 
Period  for  making  Lodgments,  Re- 
consideration of  Decision,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Havden  ;  A.  Mr.  AVyndbain, 
June  3S,  75. 

Soso,  Hr.  C.  D.  [Cambridge,  Newmarket] 
Alaska  Boundary  Tribunal— Negotiations 
between  H.M.  Government  and 
Canada  and  United  States  for  Renewal 
of  Reciprocity  Treaty,  Suspension  of. 
Reason  for,  July  2,  USo. 

Boaebery,  £arl  of 

Fiscal  Policy,  June  SO,  742,  746,  749. 

Holyrood  Palace — Condition  of  Drainage, 
Inadecjnacy  of  Statement  of  First 
Conimusioner  of  Works,  Unfavour- 
able Report  of  Expert,  Desirability  of 
elfectiug  Immediate  Improvement, 
June  H^,  27. 

Inquiry  into  our  Fi«cal  System.  July  2, 

1145,  1153,  1156,  1158,  1166,  1167. 
Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  7,  1505. 
Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  :!5,  524. 
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Bostrevor 

Orange  Demonstration — Permission  Grant- 
m  for  Holding  of.  Grounds  for.  Com- 
plaints  from    Roman    Catholics    in 
District    with    Regard    to   Proposed 
Demonstration. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  6,  1405. 
Bosytli 

see  Natal  Works  (Consolidated  Fund) 
Boyal  Declaration  Bill 

Dehate  on  2  b  [H.L.],  June  S5,  494. 

Appeals  against  the  Declaration,  496. 
Australia— Appeals  from,  499. 
Canada — Appeals  from,  498. 

Catholics— Attitude  of  the,  494,  506, 
511,512,515,516,517. 

In  lia — Appeals  from,  500 

Protestant  Character  of  the  Crown — 
Security  for,  497,  503,  508,  513. 
527. 

Roman  Catholics,  see  subheading 
Catholics. 

Boyal  Naval  Beserre 

see  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

Bnnciman,  Mr.  [Dewsbury] 

Great  Britianand  Belgium-Maritime  Law, 
Proposed  Submission  of  Draft  Treaties 
to  Diplomatic  Conference,  Attitude 
of  H.M.  Government  towards  proposal, 
July  6,  1376. 

Bossell,  Earl 

Divorce  Bill,  June  iS,  202. 
Bnssell,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Array  Pensions— Fixing  of  Pension  for 
Limited  period.  Reason  for.  Case  of 
J.  Smith,  Juhi  6,  1387. 

E'uployment  of  Children  Bill  {Cofnmittee), 
June  -2$,  340,  357. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  S4,  407, 
422,  434,  436,  456,  470;  June  S9,  820, 
829,  839,  842,  844,  861,  880,  889  ;  June 
.iO.  945,  952,  953,  970,  981,  9»2,  1000  ; 
July  1,  1038,  1039,  1049,  1055.  1058. 
1065,  1067,  1113;  Jtily  6,  1438,  1440, 
1453,  1469,  1472,  1484 ;  July  7,  1579. 
1581,  1585,  1589,  1594,  1600,  1612. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill 
(Committee)  June  33,  368. 

Bnssia 

Agreement  between  Russia  and  China,  in 
reference  to  Alanchoria  and  Niucli- 
wang — Terms  of, 

QMt.  W.  Redmond;  A  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  June  25,  654. 
Food  supply  from — see  Finance  Bill. 
Naval  lactics   and  English  Expenditure, 

see  Navy — Expenditure. 
Navy— Increase  of,  for  purpose  of  Strength- 
ening Fleet  in  the  Far  East,  Inform- 
ation with  Regard  to,  Extent  of  Pro- 
gramme of  Constmcfcion  for  1903-1904. 
Q.   Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  S3,  257. 
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Rutland,  Dake  of 

Inquiry  into  our  Viacal  System,  July  S, 
1166. 

Sadler,  Colonel  SA.  [Middleslirough]. 

CustoniH    Department,     Promotion     in — 

Method  of   Selection  of  Officers    for 

Section  of  Preventive  Officers 

_  ler   Posts    of     Waterguard 

DepartnTeni,  Jtine  ?9,  781. 

Long-Service  Volunteer  (Juarterma-*!*!*— 
Consideration  of  Claims  of,  to  Honor- 
ary Rank,  proposed,  June  30,  917. 

Albans,  Lord  Bishop  of 

Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendnieut)  Bill, 
Jtuie  sij,  "245. 
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Botolph,  Bishopsgate 

Value  of  Benefice  of — Communications 
Itetween  Ecclesiastical  Comiuissioaeni 
and  UiHliop  of  London,  as  to  Sni  render 
of  Part  of  Income,  Purpose  to  which 
Surrendered  Portion  would  be  Applied, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  L. 
Kuowles,  Jnly  7,  1520. 


and    Parish    Quoad 
Order   Confirmation 


St.  Lake's  Church 
Sacra  Edinburgh 
Bill 

;.    Koyal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

8-  Philip's  Chapel  (Begent  Street)  Bill- 

p.    June  M,  658. 

Saiford  Corporation  Bill 
I.  3r.»  June  '2i,  1. 
r.  IB.*  Jnne  ti,  40. 

2r.»  Com.*  JiUy  a,  1369. 

Salmon  Fisheries 

Ireland— Salmon  Hauling  at  the  month  of 
the  Erritf  River  —  Point  at  which 
Salmon  Hauling  is  Legal,  undefined 
by  Fishery  Consen-ators,  Protection 
of  Interests  of  Fishermen,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  3,  1260. 

Samuel,  Mr.  Herbert  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 
Britush  Imports  into  Self-governing 
Colonies— Value  per  heatl  of  aggre- 
gate population,  Jvly  3,  1177. 
Congo  Free  State  —  Communications  to 
Signatories  of  the  Berlin  Act  on  sub- 
ject of  Countries  to  which  despatched, 
June  ^,  795. 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  SS,  92 

Ships  built  in  United  Kingdom,  Ex|>ort 
of— Entrance  of  Exports  in  Statistical 
Abstract  previous  to  1899— under 
which  heading,  etc.,   Juty  1,  1020. 

Tobacco  Returned  from  South  Africa — 
Amount  Returned,  Purchase  and  Sale 
Price,  Facilities  given  to  Traders 
%vishing  to  offer  Tenders,  Jtdy  1, 
1021. 

Treaties  giving  Preferential  Treatment  to 
Foreign  States — Nature  of.  Articles 
affected  by  such  preference,  etc.,  Jvne 
Se,  661. 
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Uganda  Railway,  Management  of —Inten- 
tions of  H.M.  Government  wiih  r^;ard 
to,  June  S6,  663. 

Sassoon,  Sir  B.  A.  [Hyihe] 

Co-operative  Unions— Free  Advertisement 
m  Army  Regulations  for,  Jtuie  H,  38i 

Fiscal     Policy — inclusion    of 
Indian    CV>mmercial    and 
lations  with   United  Kingdom, 
June  Si,  398. 

Greek  Currant  Monopoly,  Proposed  Estab- 
lishment of— Protest  of  H.M.  Govern- 
ment, June  1^4,  .188. 

Saunderson,  Colonel.  Bt.  Hon-  E.  J. 

[.Aimagh,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Cmnmittee)  June  S4,  449, 

June  ?9,  851,  852,  863 ;  June  30,  932; 

97i»,  975,  998,  1117 ;  July  7,  1549. 
Laundries     comiected     ^vilh     Charitable 

Institutious — Inspection  of,  Jtine  S5, 

622. 

Savings  Bank 
Ireland. 

Depositors  in    England    and   Ireland 

resjiectively — Canse  of  smaDne's 

of  uumUrrs  in  Ireland. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;   A.  Mr.  Austen 

Chamljerlain,  June  SO,  926. 

Deposits   received    and   paid   daring 
year  end  kI  31»t  December,  1902— 
.\ccounts  pre>ented  July  1,  1018  : 
July  S,  128. 
Transfer  of  Accounts  from    London 
to  Dublin,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;    A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chainlierlain,  June  30, 928. 
Post  Office  Savings  Banks. 

Savings  of  Working  Classe'i  at  H  me 

and  Abroad— Statistics  enabling 

comparbon  to  l<e  made  between, 

requested. 

Q.  Sir   H.   Vincent;    A.    Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain,  Jvly 

S,  1171. 

Savings  Bank  and  Friendly  Societies 
Accoiintj  for  1902,  presented  June  S9,  723. 
770. 

Scarborough  OMjb  Bill. 

I.    Royal  Assent,  Jane  30,  899. 

Schools. 

Public  Elementary  Schools,  Relijgiom' 
Instruction  in— Alteration  of  Br-Ia* 
with  regard  to  Attendance  of  Chudren 
during  time  of  Religious  Instmctit'n, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Mansfield ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson. 
Jtdy  7,  15%. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C  E.  (Manchester,  N.) 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Hearing  of  R«pr€»entt- 
tivee   of    Classes    living  ~ 

Incomes,  June  29,  811. 
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Schwann,  Mr-  C-  R—cont. 

Gulf  of  Pechili— Assembly-  of  Ships  of 
War  in,  number  of  British,  American 
and  Japanese  fleets.  Reason  for 
gathering  of  fleets,  JtUy  6,  1391. 

Insanitary  Cottages  at  Beeston,  Bedford- 
shire—Opinion of  Expert  Inspector  on 
Condition  of  Cottages,  Action  of  Local 
Government  Board,  JiUy  1,  1026. 

Northern  Nigeria,  Military  Operations  in — 
Repulse  to  British  Fx)rce8,  Extent  of, 
Latest  Military  Repoi-t,  June  S2,  60. 

Northern  Nigeria,  Military  Position  in, 
July  6,  1387. 

Post  Office  Wages  Committee,  Names  of 
Members,  Date  of  first  sitting,  July  6, 
1400. 

Soraaliland 
tions 
37. 

Telegraph  Department — Concessions  to 
Operators  and  the  Public,  Return  giving 
Annual  Expenditure  on,  June  25,  547. 

Scotland. 

Divorce  laws,  see  Divorce  Bill. 

Incest  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Training  of  Troops  in — Land  ronnd  Stobs 
Castle,  Hawick,  Available  for  Military 
Training,  Area  of,  Number  of  Troops 
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Seely,  Mr. 


[Sch-She 


nd   Military  Expedition — Opera- 
I  of  Colonel  Cobbe,  etc.,  June  23, 


to  be  exercised  during  July,  etc. 


Mr.  Cr  mbie  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  6,  1386. 

West  Fife  Coalfields — Sanitation  in,  In- 
sufficient Provision  for  Sanitation, 
Steam  Pollution,  Powers  of  Scottish 
Local  Government  Board  over  Local 
Authorities,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson ;  As.  Mr. 
S.  Dickson,  Jtme  S2,  73. 

Scottish-American   Mortgage   Company, 
Limited,  BiU. 

.-.  2R.*  Vmn*  June  So,  539. 
Kep.*  July  3,  1255. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  BilL 

I.  Com*  June  2J,  195. 

Scottish   Ontario    and    Manitoba    Land 
Company  Bill 
/.  Com.*  June  25,  489. 
Rep.'  June  30,  900. 
3E.W«/y  6,  1322. 
B.  IR.-  July  6,  1370. 

Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

e.  cojt.*  June  M,  656. 
3r.*  June  30,  907. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

Kegulations  of  Board  of  Education  for 
Secondary  Schools,  Presented,  Jvly  6, 
1323,  1371. 
Scotland— Allocation  and  Aj^lkation  of 
Funds  by  IxMial  Authorities,  Return 
ordere<l,  Jvue  26,  653. 
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C.  H.  [Lincoln] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee). 
Juiy  S,  1302. 

Straits  Settlements  Imports — Percentage 
of,  as  stated  in  White  Paper  and 
Colonial  Report,  apparent  discrepancy 
in  Statistics,  Appointment  of  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry,  proposed,  June  SO, 
922. 


Seely,  Major  J.  E.  B.  [Isle  of  Wight] 

Wireless  Telegraphy  for  Lightships- 
Number  of  Lightships  to  be  provided 
with,  Date  of  Completion  of  Installa- 
tion, June  30,  923. 

Selborne,  Earlof— /Vr«t  Lwdofthe  Admiralty 

Fiscal  Policy,  June  29,  746,  747,  741. 

Naval  Cadetships— New  System  of.  Grant 

of  Nomination  for  Cadetships  under 

New  Scheme  of  Entry,  July  0,  1356. 

Old    Navigating    Officers    of    the    Navy. 

June  26,  WM.  . 

Senria 

Revolution  in. 

Attitude  of  the  British  Government — 
Capacity  in  Avhich  British  Minister 
remains  in  Belgr»<le,  Protection  of 
British  Subjects,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    Malcolm ;     A.    Lord 
Cranborne,  Jhm  22,  64. 
Remonstrance    on    part    of    British 
Government  with  regard  to  recent 
Murders. 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  ,/ttne  J2,  64. 


Seton-Earr,  Sir  Henry  [St.  Helens] 

Finatice  Bill  (Committee),  June  *.? 
134. 


129, 


Shacfcleton,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Lancashire,  Clitheroe] 

Cotton  Cloths  Law  under  Factories  Act, 
Operation  of  —  Conditions  of  Work 
under  Steaming  Act— Result  of  the 
Inspector's  Report,  June  25,  567,  606. 

Education  Act,  1902-  Section  23  (4)— Issue 
of  Regulations,  Date  of  Issue,  June  25, 
643. 

Sharpe,Mr.W.E.  Thompson[Kensingt<>n,N.] 

Irish  Land  "Bill  (Cmnmittee),  Jwne  30,  983 : 
July  6,  1425. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs] 

Scotch  Education  —  General  Aid -Grant, 
Minute  providing  for  Distribution  of. 
Dissatisfaction  with  —  Further  Dis- 
cussion on  Minute,  proposed,  June  24, 
400. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid.] 

Cork  Labourers'  Cottages  Allotments — 
Delay  in  providing  Allotments, 
Expediting  Completion  of  Scheme, 
proposed,  June  S3,  266. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  Jtme  29,  886. 
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Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  J}.— com. 

Irish  LocaI  Government  Board  —  8ta8f, 
Appointment  of,  Depurture  from 
Usual  Practice  in— Transfer  of  Mr.  C. 
O'Connor,  Grounds  for,  etc., 
JUM   iiS,    81. 

Sheffield  and  South  TorksMre  NaTlgation 
Bill 
e.  Rep.*  June  36,  638. 
con.*  Jttly  6,  1368. 

Sheffield  CSorporation  Bill 
I.  IR.*  JtUy  6,  1322. 
c.  con.'  July  6,  1368. 
.3k.*  July  6,  1368. 

Shepshed  Urban  District  Oaa  Bill 

c.     Con."    June  2S,  250. 

3R.*    June  i6,  654. 

;.     Royal  Assent,  Jtine  30,  899. 

Shipman,  Dr.  J-  Q.  [Northampton] 

Vivisection  Experiments  —  Experiments 
witnessed  by  Inspectors,  Nnmber 
under  Licence  alone,  and  under 
Certificate  B,  June  26,  659. 

Shilling 

Agreements  with  the  American  Interna- 
tional Mercantile  Marine  Association 
and  Cunard  Company,  Laying  on 
Table  and  DUcussion  at  Early  Date 
of,  proposed. 
Q>.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  S4,  399. 

Shipping  Combine 

set  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

Shipping  Trade 
«ee  Finance  Bill. 

Ships 

Export  of  Ships  bnilt  in  United  Kingdom 

— Entrance  of,  in  Statistical  Abstract 

previous  to  1899,  under  what  Heading, 

etc. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  B.  X>aw, 

July  1,  1020. 

Shropshire,    Worcestershire,    and     East 
Denbighshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
;.    Rep.*    June  30,  900. 

Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill 

I.    3r.»    July  3,  1245. 
c.     IR.*    July  3,  1255. 

Silk 

Duty  on. 

0.    Lord  Welby,  y«/y  «,  1363. 

Sinclair,  Mr-  L-  [Essex,  Romford] 

Suburban  Constables — Rent  Allowance 
for,  proposed,  June  S3,  236. 

Sinking  Fnnd 
see  Finance  Bill. 
see  Irish  Land  BiU. 
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Sittingbonme  District  Oas  Bill 
I,  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Sligo 

Leitrim  Hill  and  Achonry,  Removal  of 
Extra  Police  from,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndluuii. 
July  G,  1405. 

Sligo  and  County  Sligo 

Ballyconnell — Erection  of  Pier,  nropoeeJ. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  McKillop  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhwi. 
June  29,  'JSo. 

Roughly,  Congested  District  of— Pay- 
ment demanded  for  Seaweed  on  CotA 
of.  Inconvenience  caused  by  Inraf- 
licient  Road  to  the  Fishing  Pier, 
Inquiry  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  VV.  McKillop;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  S9,  786. 

Sloan,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Belfast  and  Portadown  Post  Office - 
Emplnyees.  Number  and  Eeligiiw* 
Belief  of,  June  S4.  375. 

Broadway  Prewbyteiian  Church  —  K*- 
turl>ance  at,  Number  of  Arre<ti, 
June  25,  o4>i. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {CommUtee),  July  1,  Vfi\. 

Irish  National  School  Teachers  —  Ke- 
muneration  of,  Loss  incurred  tij 
Teacliers  under  New  System  of,  Ca« 
.  f  Mr.  Kyle,  June  24,  .394. 

Kilnaughtin  School,  Tarbet,  ConnQ' 
Kerry — Admiralty  Grant  for  School, 
in  View  of  Attendance  of  Coastgoaid 
Children,  June  25,  331. 

Laundries  connected  with  Couventiul 
Institutions,  Inspection  of,  J«ne  S. 
607. 

Raffles  at  Church  Bazaars— Raffles  Sup^ 
pressed  at  Perth  and  allowed  at 
Bazaar  in  connection  with  Wallact- 
town  Parish  Church,  Dundee,  ReaMi 
for  Different  Treatment,  June  io,  Jto- 

South  African  Field  Post  — Missing 
Registered  Letters,  Case  of  Pritatt 
T.  Edens  of  the  Ist  Argyll  anJ 
Sutherland  Highlanders,  Compensa- 
tion, proposed,  June  14, 389  ;  Jum  A 
789. 

Smallpor 

North  Staffordshire— Smallpox  Epideaiic 

in.  Continued  prevalence  of — Axxm- 

modation  at  Bagnall  Joint  HoeptaL 

Adequacy  of. 

Q.      Mr.    CoKhill  ;    ^.*   Mr.  <i 

Lawson,  June  iS,  263. 

Smart,  0.  J- 

Treatment    of,     in    >Qddleaez    Count}' 
Asylum — Inquiry  proposed. 

Qs.     Mr.    W.  Redmond ;  As.   Mr 
W.  Long,  June  iS,  71. 

Soames,  Mr.  A.  W.  (Norfolk,  S. ) 

Infectious  Diseases— Weekly  Returns  of. 
Making  Weekly  Retoms  Compalio(y> 
propoeetl,  June  29,  779. 
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Somaliland. 

Military  Expedition. 

Railroad   from  Somaliland  Coast  to 
Bohotle — IntentionA  with  r^ard 
to  Ck)n8tniction  of,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  Laljoucliere ;  A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  Si,  57. 

Sitnation  in  Somaliland — Operations 
of  Colonel  C«>bbe,  etc. 

Q.      Mr.    Schwann ;    A.     Mr. 
Lambert,  Jvne  SS,  57. 

Sonth  African  Settlement. 

Schools — Dutch  Language  Question  in, 
Extension  of  ti-ne  devoted  to  Study 
of  Dutch  in  Transvaal  and  Orange 
Schools,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.   S.    MacNeill;  A.    Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  30,  921. 

South  A&ican  War- 
Army  Field  Post. 

Missing  Registered  Letters — Case  of 
Private    T.   Edeoo,    of  .the    1st 
Argyll     and    Sutherland    High- 
lancTers,  Compensation  proposed. 
Qs.      Mr.    Sloan  ;    As.      Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Jtine 
U,  389. 
Missing  Registered   Letter — Compen- 
sation for  Loss,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.     Mr.  Brwl- 
rick,  June  S9,  789. 

Clothing  and  Food  sent  to  Troops  during 
1901-2,  Value  of. 
Q.      Mr.  C.   Hobhonse:    A.      Mr. 
Brodrick  ;  June  SO,  918. 

Military  Stores  sent  to  Sonth  Africa — 
Value  of,  in  1901,  1902.  Amount 
exceeding  Normal  Expenditure,  June 
S6,  665. 

Rebels — Retention  in  Prison  in  Xatal  or 
Cape  Colony. 
Q.    Colonel    Nolan  ;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  S,  1184. 

South    African    Constabulary— Terms  of 
Enlistment  for  1901. 
Q.      Mr.    Cawley ;    A.      Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain  ;  July  6,  1389. 

Sontb  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  June  SO,  907. 
eon.*  July  7, 1617- 

Sonth  Shields  Corporation  Bill 
c.  3r.*  June  SS,  38. 
I.  1R.»  June  S3,  195. 
2r.»  Com.*  June  SO,  901. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 
I.  Rep.*  July  7,  1497- 

Sonth  Wales  Mineral  Bailway  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  <7tme  SO,  899. 

Soath- Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Jonction 
Bailway  Bill 

I.  Hep.*  July  e,  1125. 

Sr.*  Julys,  1322. 
e.  IB.*  July  6,  1370. 
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Southampton 

Post  Office— Inconvenience  of  selected  site 

for  New  Office— Danger  to  the  Public, 

alleged 

Q.    Mr.  T.   Chamberlayne    ;     A. 

Mr.       Austen       Chamberlain, 

June  S9,  780. 

Southampton  Harbour  Bill 

c.  con.*  June  S4,  369. 
3r.*  June  29,  766. 

Sonthport 

Conduct  of  the  Bench. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason  ;  i4.  Sir  R.  Finlay, 
June  S9,  783, 

Sonthwark 

Disorderly  Houses  in — Difficulties  experi- 
encea  by  Borough  Council  in  dealing 
with  Complaints. 
Q.     Captain    Norton     ;     A.     Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  July  7,  1523. 

Speaker 

Access  to  the  House,  Jidy  6,  1496. 
Bills. 

Amendment  of  a  Clause — Procedure 
for  instituting  an— •T'lme  SS,  358  ; 
JiUy  3,  1295. 

Clause  ruled  out  of  Order — Proposed 
new,  June  S6,  706. 

Debate— Length  of,  Jutie  S6,  691. 

Members'  Right  to  Express  Opinions, 
June  Se,  711. 

Second  Reading  ought  to  be  Disposed 
of  before  Amendment,  June  S3, 
328,335. 

Spear,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Devonshire,  Tavistock] 
Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  23, 351. 

Squire  v.  M'Brideaad  Williams 

Case  of— Decision  with  regard  to  Sanction- 
ing Appeal. 
Q.    Sir  C.  Dilke ;    A.   Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  July  S,  1268. 

Staff  College 

see  Army  Regulations. 

Staffordshire 

North  Staffordshire— Small  Pox  Epidemic 
in.  Continued  Prevalence  of,  Accom- 
modation at  Bagnall  Joint  Hospital, 
Adequacy  of, 

Q.  Mr.  Coghill ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
June  S3,  263. 

Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal 
Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 

Stage 

Children  on— ^«ee  Employment  of  Children 
BUI. 


Stamp  Duty 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 
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Stanley,  Lord — Finatieial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  [Lancashire,  West  HooKhton] 

Army  Pensions— Case  of  J.  Smith,  In- 
eligibility for  Permanent  Pension, 
Jidy  6,  1387. 

Devonport  Garrixon — Regiments  Stationed 
at,  Desirability  of  Quartering  Devon- 
shire Regiment  in  Devonshire,  July  1, 
1023. 

Imperial  Yeomanry  of  1901 — Questions 
with  r^ard  to,  to  be  Addressed  to 
Chief  Paymaster  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  July  J,  1023. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  June  26,  697. 

Staomore,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  June  S5,  517. 

Statistical  Abstract 

Abstract  for  1902,  Out  of  Print— Date  of 
Issue  of  Reurint. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Ormsby-Gore ;  A.    Mr. 
Elliot,  June  IS,  69. 

Expediting  Issue  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  H.   Vincent;    A.  Mr.   B.    Law, 
J^dy  6,  1374. 

Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill 
e.  1R.»  June  S5,  558. 

Steaming  Act 
see  Home  OfiSce. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye] 

Coastguard  Vessel  at  Cliffe  Creek^-lnade- 
uuate  Accommodation  on.  Proposed 
Erection  of  Station  on  Shore,  Neces- 
sity for  Retaining  Vessel  at  Station, 
June  Sg,  42. 

Stewart,  Sir  Hark  [Kirkcudbright] 

Finance  Bill  (Committee),  June  g2,  180. 

Stirling-lfazwell,  Sir  J.  [Gla<»};ow,  College] 
Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Committee), 

July  S,  1301. 
Laundries — Inspection  of  Small,  June  25, 

595. 

Stoke  Newinffton  Borough  C!onncil  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  898. 

'Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Bailway  Bill 
C.  Rep.»  June  25.  540. 
COM.*  Jidy  1,  1017. 
I.  \ll.*  July  6,  1322. 
e.  3R.*  July  6,  1368. 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward  [Somersetshire,  S.] 
Employment  "f  Children  Bill  (Committee), 
June  2S,  360,  361 ;  July  3,  1308,  1309. 
Tratle,  Appeal  to  Privy  Council  for — Rail- 
way rates  for  Agricultural  Produce 
declared  Excessive,  July  2,  1237. 

Straits  Settlements 

Imports — Percentage  of.  as  Stated  in 
White  Paper  and  Colonial  Report, 
Apparent  Discrepancy  in  Statistics, 
Appointment  of  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, proposed, 

Q.     Mr.  Seely  ;    A.     Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  SO,  922. 
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Street  Trading 

»ee  Employment  of  Children  Bill. 


Streets  and  Street  Traffic,  London 

Breaking    up     Streets  —  InooDTeniegR 
Caused   by,   Carrjring  on  Work  tt 
Night,  proposed, 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.   Mr.  Aten 
Douglas,  June  24, 374. 

Bears,  Performing — Removal  of,  propoeeil, 
Q.    Mr.   B.   Robinson;   A.  Mr.  Alters 
Douglas,  July  7,  1523. 

Stroad  and  District  Tramways  Bill 


;.  2B. 


June  2S,  194. 
Com."  June  23,  195. 


Sugar 


Factories  under   Bond  —  Number  to  V 
'  placed  under  Bond  under  Sugar  Cod- 
vention  Bill, 

,     y.    Mr.   Lough;    A.   Mr.    Ritdae. 
July  t,  1187. 

Prices  of — Average  Price  of  Sugar  dniiiu' 
last   Five   Years,   Present   Priee  "i 


Sugar,  etc.^ 
Q.    Colonel    Denny ;    A. 
Law,  June  S9,  772. 


Mt.  B. 


Sugar  Bounties 

Average     Bounty     paid     by    Gernnay, 
Austria,  and  France  during  last  Fi»e 
years, 
Q.  Colonel  Denny  ;  ^.  Mr.  B.  L»w. 
June  29,  772. 

Brussels  Sugar  Commission. 

Decision  of  Permanent    Commission 
with  regard  to  the  Anstro-Hnn- 
garian    contingent    system   con- 
stituting an  indirect  Sugar  Bomitj' 
— ^Submission  of  decision  to  Con- 
ference    of     signatory   powers- 
Attitude  of  Hungary  and  Anstji* 
towards  decisicn, 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  At.  Lop' 
Cranbome,  June  22, 66 ;  v- 
Mr.   G.  Bowles;  A.  Mt. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  i9, 81i 

Decision  of,  with  regard  to  AppliM- 
tion  of.  Scale  of  Connten-ailinf 
Duties  to  United  States  Sugar- 
Nature  of  Duties,  Attitude  o- 
H.M.  Government  towards  Im- 
position of  such  Duties,  etc., 
g.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  .Vr. 
A.  J.  Btifoni,JuneS9,ili- 

Duty  of  Publishinglnformation  umler 

Article  VII.--Date  of  Publishii^ 

Proceedings  Relative  to  BritW" 

and  Colonial  Sugars, 

g.    Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.    Mr. 

A.J.Ba\iwir,Jiuiei9,m. 

Proceedings  of  Permanent  Coinmisaon. 
g.     Mr.  Lough  ;  A.      Lord  Ctm- 
borne,  ./uw  39,  783. 
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Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments 
Estimates. 

Bankmptcy  Departm^it  of  Board  of 
Trade,  £9— Report,  July  S,  1236. 

Broadmoor  Asylum,  £21,521 — J\Uy  S, 
1236. 

Charity    Commission,  £15^12— Be- 
port,  July  S,  1236. 

Home     Department,  £96,499 — Com., 
June  S9,  896. 

Local  (Jovemment  Board  for  Scotland, 
£9,157— Com.,  June  So,  643. 

Local  Loans  Fund,  £19,359— /Zeport, 
Jvly  S,  1236. 

Luuacy  Commission,  England,  £10,061 
—Beport,  July  g,  1236. 

Mint,  including  coinage  £16 — Report 
July  g,  1236. 

Miscellaneous    Expenses,    £14,261 — 
Report,  July  2,  1236. 

National  Debt  Office,  £7,i93~Beport, 
July  S,  1236. 

Privy  Council  for  Trade,  £139,395— 
Com.,Jtdy3,  1237. 

Public  Record  Office,  £14,158— .Report, 
July  S,  1236. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
£116,635,  July  £,  1236. 

St.  liouis  Exhibition,  1904,  £30,000— 
Report,  July  S,  1236. 

Temporary    Commissions,   £27,000— 
Report,  July  2,  1236. 

Wood,  Forests  and  Land  Revenues, 
£13,869— ifeport,  July  g,  1238. 

Navy  Estimates,  see-  that  title. 

Sntton  District  Water  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  898. 

Switzerland 

Vice-Consulate  at  St.  Oall — Appointment 
of  Swiss,  in  preference  to  British 
Subject,  Reasons  for. 

Q.     Mr.   Wood;    A.     Lord    Cran- 
bome,  June  29,  795. 

Taff  Railway  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Com.*  June  i6,  655. 

Talbot,  Mr.  [Oxford  University] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
June  S3,  367. 

"  Exmonth  "  Trainine  Ship,  Condition  of— 
Assistance  of  Admiralty  in  providing 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  with 
another  Ship,  proposed,  July  3,  1257. 

Incest  Bill  {Committee),  June  S6,  697,  701, 
703. 

Women— Inspectors  in  Factories — Inspec- 
tion of  Laundries  under  Factory  Acts, 
Conditions  of  Fruit-preserving  In- 
dustry, June  S5,  SSI. 
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TlOlow 

Meeting  Prohibited  at,  without  Proclama- 
tion by  Lord-Lieutenant — Grounds  for 
Prohibition,  Cost  and  Number  of 
Extra  Police,  Proportion  of  Sum 
Charged  to  the  Kates. 
Q.  Mr.  O-Shea ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  SS,  76. 

Pablic  Meeting  at — Interference  of  Police 
at.  Protest  against. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Shea ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  U,  378. 

Taxation 

Basis  of — »ee  Finance  Bill. 

Taylor,  Mr.  Theodore  [Lancashire,  Radoliffe] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
Jime  13, 358  ;  Jvly  8, 1286, 1304, 1313. 

Voluntary  Rates  at  Liverpool — Applica- 
tion for,  affixed  to  Demand  Notes  for 
Compulsory  Rates,  Informing  Church- 
wardens of  Objections  to  Practice, 
proposed,  June  30,  914. 

Tea  Tax 

see  Finance  BiU. 

Telegraph  Service 

Central  Office,  London — King's  Birthday, 
Holiday  given  to  Engineering  Branch, 
alleged,  grantin-^  Compensatory  Holi- 
day to  Instrument  Room  Statf, 
proposed. 

Q. .  Mr.  C.  Hay ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  June  30,  916. 

Concessions  to  Operators  and  the  Public — 
Return  giving  Annual  Expenditure  on, 
proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  June  S5,  547. 

Employees — Operators,  Maximum  Salary 
of,  in  London. 
Q.    Mr.  Bayley;   A.   Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  June  gS,  546. 

Telephone  Service 

Licences — to  which  Municipalities  Granted, 
and  for  what  Period  of  Time. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Wortley;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  June  $9, 
780. 

Tennant,  Mr.  [Berwickshire] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
June  iS,  327,  330,  3.38,  358,  S65,  367  ; 
Jidy  3,  1288,  1291, 1295,  1318,  1317. 

Lead  Poisoning  in  the  Potterv  Trade- 
Reporting  of  Accidents — Question  of 
Ventilation  in  Factories — Application 
of  Factory  Acts  to  Small  Laundries — 
Precautions  against  Fire — Accidents 
from  use  of  Locomotives  and  Elec- 
tricity in  Factories,  June  tS,  571,  581. 

Tennyson,  Lord. 

Term  of  Office  in  Australia — Extension  of. 
Truth  of  statement  with  regard  to, 
June  S2,  61. 
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Thomas,  Mr.  Freeman  [Hastings] 

Postmen— Overtime  Payments  toPostmen 
for  Increased  Rounds  prior  to  Revision 
of  Walk,  Jul)/  6,  1379. 

Rural  Postmen — Distance  to  be  walked 
per  Day  in  order  to  be  Classified  as 
Full-time  Man,  Julf/  6,  1379. 

Tliompson,  Dr.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

County  Infirmaries  in  Ireland — Return 
showing  Charges  and  Liabilities  of, 
proposed,  JtUy  i,  1 181. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  June  SO,  1003 ; 
July  1, 1074,  1114 ;  July  6, 1469 ;  July 
7,  1544,  1661, 

Londonderry  and  Leugh  Swilly  Railway — 
Irregularities  and  Breaches  of  Board 
of  Trade  Regulations,  Immediate 
Steps  to  enforce  Regulations,  pro- 
posed, July  6,  1413. 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps-^Eqnalisation 
of  Allowances  of  Captains  and  Lien- 
tenants,  July  6,  1389. 

Tliorlmni,  Sir  Walter  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  I,  1084. 

Military-  Lands  Bill,  June  S6,  696. 

Thornton,  Mr.  Percy  M.  [Clapham] 

Licence  Reduction — Action  of  the  Wands- 
worth Justices,  Advisability  of  taking 
Steps  to  prevent  Conftsoation  of 
Licensed  Property,  proposed,  July  6, 
1398. 

Tied  HonseB 

English  Spirit,  distilled  Whisky,  Sold  as 
Scotch  Whisky,  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  3,  1397. 

Timber 

Duty  on. 
0.    Lord  Welby,  July  6,  136.1. 

Tin  Plate  Bars 

Importation  of — Total  Weight  and  Value 
of  Imports  during  1903.  Countries 
from  which  shipped,  etc. 

Q.    Sir  T.  WrighUon  -,  A.    Mr.  B. 
Law,  June  S2,  46. 

Tithe  Bent  Charge 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Tobacco 

Amount  returned   from  South  Africa — 

Purchase   and  Sale  Price,    Facilities 

given    to    Traders    wishing    to    offer 

Tenders,  etc. 

Q.      Mr.    H.     Samuel  ;      A.    Mr. 

Brodrick,  July  7,  1021. 

Irish-grown  Tobacco— Abatement  of  Dnty 
on,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;   A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  June  S9,  798. 

TomUnson,  Mr.  [Cheshire,  Crewe] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Oommitie*},  July  7,  1579. 
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Tomlinson,  Sir  William  [Preston] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  (Conunilfee), 
July  S,  1287. 

Finance  Bill  (Committer)  June  St,  154. 

Incest  Bill  (Committee),  June  S6, 698, 8N, 
701. 

Torpedo  Boats 

tee  Navy — Shipbuilding. 

Torqnar  Corporation  Water  Bill 
e.  Bep*    June  26,  658. 
Con.*    July  6,  laes. 

Tonlmin,  Mr.  George  [Bury,  LancMhira] 
Molasses —Rebate  of  Duty  on.  Similar  to 
that  allowed  on  Com  in  Stock  on  ](Kk 
June,  1903,  proposed,  June  S3, 2S8. 

Traction  Engines 

Traction  Traffic  in  the  Metropolis,  Incoo- 
venience  caused  by,  Legislatbn,  po- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  Homer ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
June  SS,  72. 

Trade 

tee  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 
Trade  and  Commerce 

British    Treaties — Return    of    Most-Fw- 

onred-Nation     Clauses    in    Trestia 

between   Great  Britain  and  Foieip 

Powers,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles :  A.  Lord  Cm- 

borne,  June  SS,  66. 

British  Treaty  Rights  with  Fordgi 
Countries — Names  of  Countries  allow- 
ing England  and  British  ColoniM, 
Most  -  I^voured  -  Nation  Treatmoit, 
etc.  * 

Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent ;  A.  Lord  Cru- 
borne,  June  Sg,  64. 
Colonies,  British  Trade  with— Amoant  o^ 
in  years  1846  and  1902. 
Q.   Sir  H.    Vincent:  A.   Mr.   X 
Chamberlain,  June  84,  373. 

Commercial     Treaties    between    rordp 
Countries     giving;     Reduced    Tanf 
Charges — Return,  proposed. 
C.  Mr.  A.  Button  ;  A.  LoidCiw- 
home.  July  1,  1019. 

Commercial     Treaty     with     Germaaj- 
Dennnoiation  of—Date  of  CircnJatioo 
of  Papers  with  reference  to. 
Qt.    Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A$.  Lon< 
Cranbome,  Junt  SS,  67. 
Commercial    Treaties  —  Most  •  f sT«aR(I- 
Nation  Clause,  Attitude   of  Britisi 
Government  with  regard  to  Contai- 
tion  of  United  States  that  ConceswM 
Granted     ConditionaUy    cannot   I" 
claimed  under  Clause. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  B.  l»», 
June  SS,  46. 
Foreign  Imports  into. 

British     Colonies— Total     Ifnp**" 
Amount  consisting  of  Haniinc- 
tnred  Goods. 
Q,  Mr.  Buxton;  A.  Mr.  B.  ta». 
J«/y6, 1375. 
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Tnde  and  Commerce— «on& 

Crown  Colonies— Total  Imports — Amonnt 
consiBting  of  Manufactured  Goods. 
Q.  Mr.  Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Jidy  6,  1388. 

Moat-Favoured-Nation  Treatment— Coun- 
tries Refusing  such  Treatment  to 
Great  Britain,  Character  of  Advant- 
ages given  to  other  Countries. 

Q.  SirE.  Vinient;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
June  S4,  376. 

Preferential  Trading  —  Retnrn,  showing 
Countries  w-ith  which  United  Kingdom 
does  not  enjoy  Most- Favoured-Nation 
Treatment,  Amount  of  British  Trade 
,  with  those  Countries,  etc.,  Ordered, 

July  e,  1171. 

Tariff  Wars  between  Foreign  Countries— 
Reports  on,  requested. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
bome,  June  £4,  377. 

Trade  and  People  in  United  Kingdom, 
Condition  of.  Return  ordered,  June  SO, 
911. 

Treaties  givine  Preferential  Treatment  to 
'     Foreign  States — Nature  of.  Articles 
atfected  bv  such  Preference,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
June  S6,  661. 

United  Kingdom,  Canada  and  Germany, 
Trside  between  —  Return  ordered, 
June  Hi,  371. 

..Trade,  Board  of 

see  Board  of  Agriculture   and    Fisheries 

Bill. 

tee  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

Trade  Disirates 

Royal  Commission  on. 

Expenses  of.  Out  of  which  Vote  to  be 

paid,  Composition  and  Terms  of 

Reference  of  Commission,  Oi>por- 

tunity  for  Discussion  of. 

Q.    Mr.   K.   Hardie;    A.    Mr. 

Elliot,  June  £5,  549. 

Representations  from  Trades  Unions 
as  to  Appointment,  Composition, 
Terms  of  Reference  of,  Taking 
of  Temporary  Commissions  Vote 
at  Early  Date,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  K.  H»die  j  ^.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour, /u^y  J,  1188. 

Trade  Reports 

Annual  Series,  Presented,  June  .^,  4,  41 ; 
June  23,  201,  264 ;  June  S9,  723,  769  ; 
July  6',  1323  ;  July  7,  1819. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  Presented,  July  6, 
1323  ;  July  7,  1519. 

Trade  Unions 

Royal    Commission,    Constitution    of  — 
Appointment     of     Trade     Unionist 
Representatives  on. 
Q.    Mr.  Harwood;    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour, /m/v  .',  1182.  i 
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Training  Colleges  for  Teachers 

Regulations  of  Board  of  Education  for 
Instruction  of  Pupil  Teacheia  and 
Students  in.  Presented,  July  6,  1323, 
1370. 

Tramvays 

Street  and  Road  Tramways  Authorised 
by  Parliament  —  Return  Ordered, 
Jidy  6,  1372. 

Tramways  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No-  1) 

I.     Com.*    June  S6, 490. 
3h.»    July  7,  1498. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmatioil  (No.  2) 
Bin 
{.    3r.*    Junees,\9\. 
c.     IK.*    June  S6, 657. 

Transvaal 

Diamond  Finds — Division  of  Newly  Dis- 
covered Mine,  under  the  Transvaal 
Diamond  Ordinance,  Exclusion  of 
General  Public  from  obtaining  Sharo 
of  Mining. 
Q.  Mr.  Markham;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  gS,  63. 

Diamond   Ordinance :    Severity   of   Pro- 
visions   of — Informing    Lord    Milner 
that  such  Le^slation  cannot  receive 
Sanction  of  H.M.  Government,   pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.    Markham;     A.    Mr.    3. 
Chamberlain,  Jwie  ZS,  62. 
Dynamite  Duty — Imposition  of,  on  British 
manufactured  dynamite,  exemption  of 
dynamite    manufactured  by  the  De 
Beers  Company  in  Cape  Colony. 
Q.     Mr.    Markham ;     A.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  June  2S,  61. 
Loan   of   £30,000,000,  to    be   issued   by 
Transvaal  Government,  Subaoription 
of  £10,(>00,000  to  Loan— Nature    of 
Undertaking,  Names  of  Contracting 
Parties,  Date  of  Issuing  Loan,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  La1x)uchere;    A.     Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Jvmt  SO,  911. 

Transvaal  Loan 

See  Finance  Bill. 
Tree  Planting 

tee  Irish  Land  Bill. 
Trevelyan,  Mr.  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Elland] 

Finance  Bill  {Committee),  June  tS,  171. 

Fiscal  Inquiry,  Proposed  method  of-^Ckm- 
sideration  of  advantages  of  Inquiry  of 
some  form  as  that  of  ^ect  Committee 
on  Import  Duties,  1840,  proposed, 
Jiine  22,  86. 

Trinidad 

Riots,  Inquiry  into— Date  of  laying  Report 
on  Table,  Opportunity  for  Discussion. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A    Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  S4,  385. 

Riots  Commission,  Report  of— Expediting 
Publication,  oroposed. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  S,  1262. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


Tri— Uli] 


Trinity  Ciollege,  Dublin 
tee  Irish  Land  BiU. 


Tristan  da  Onnha 

Removal  of  Inhabitante  to  South  Africa, 
propo8ed--Special  Grant  from  Treasury 
for  purpose  of  effecting. 
Q.  Mr.  FnUer;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Jtme  Hi,  53. 

Trowloidge  and  MeUuham  Union 

Vaccination  Prosecutions  —  Failure  of 
Vaocinalion  Officers  of  Union  to  take 
Proceedings  ^^ainst  Defaulters  under 
the  Vaccination  Acta,  Warning  of 
Local  Uovemment  Board  Medical 
Inspector,  Authority  for  Action,  Jidy 
£,1382. 

Truck  Act 

Deductions  from  Wages    for    Supplr   of 

Light,  in  the  Iron  Plate  Trade-Taking 

case  under  Act  to  Settle  (jueetion  o^ 

proposed. 

Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;    A.    Mr.  Akets 

Douglas,  June  S6,  660. 

Proceedings  under  Truck  Act — Decision 
thai  mI  Proceedings  under  the  Truck 
Act  affecting  Persons  employed  in 
Factories  must  be  undertaken  by 
Inspectors  of  Factories,  Appeal  against 
Decision,  result. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Akets 
Douglas,  June  iS,  265. 

Tuberculosis 

Workhouse — Instructions  to  Poor  Law 
Inspectors  to  report  on  Number  of 
Cases  in.  Treatment  of,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Mansfield ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  3,  1258. 

Workhouse    Infirmaries  —  Treatment    of 
Phthisical  Patients  in.  New  Regula- 
tions, projposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Mansfield;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
June  S4,  372. 

Tuftaell,  Lieut. -Colonel 

Serpentine — Erection  of  Bathing  Shed, 
proposed,  June  Hi,  377. 

Tnllamore 

Prison  —  Floors   flawed   with  Sweating 
Stone,  Substitution  of  boarded  floor- 
ing, proposed. 
Qs.     Mr.  J.   O'Donnell  j  As.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jwte  2S,  77. 

Tullamore  Oaol  (Ireland) 

Ventilation  of  Cells — Inconvenient  System 
of    Ventilation,    Improvements  pro- 
Dosod 
q.  '  Mr.  J     O'Donnell ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Junt  25,  556. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  S.] 

Ballymote  Fair — Rent — Appeal  heard  with- 
out Due  Notice  being  Ser^-ed,  Case  of 
Mr.  KUloran,  Result  of  Investiga- 
tion, July  7,  1529. 
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Jxme  22 — /uiy  7. 

Tolly.  Mr.  J.  —eont. 

Boyle  Working-Clasa  Hoosing  Schoue- 
AppUcation  for  Supplemental  Loan  for 
Erection  of  Cottages,  Cause  of  Deli; 
in  Sanctioning  Loan,  July  6, 1406. 

Canadian  Mails— Making Galwa^p  a  Put 
ot  Call  for  New  Transatlantic  Steamn 
subsidised  by  Canadian  GoTwnuieU, 
Negotiations  with  regard  to,  JWyt, 
13»4. 

County  Council  Accounts,  Ireland—  lm» 
by  Local  Government  Board  of  Form 
of  Ledger  suitable  for  altered  leqnin- 
ments  of  County  Councils,  propoeed, 
Juiy  7,  1529. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee)  June  H,  Oi, 
441,  442, 476,  479,  481,  482,  487 ;  Jm 
«9,  816,  822,  829,  836,  837,831,837, 
872,  873,  883,  884,  885,  996,  1005; 
July  1,  i095,  1101, 1102,  1108  ;  Jvltji, 
1422,  1425,  1433,  1441,  1446,  14Mi 
1456,  1457,  1459,  1490  ;  July  7,  ISO, 
1662,  1563, 1588, 1610,  1614. 

Kilhtshee  Dispensary  Doctor— Non-oon- 
pliance  of  Doctor  with  Condition  of 
Appointment,  as  to  Residence  it 
Killashee,  alleged,  July  6,  1407. 

Lung  Grazing  Lands — Number  of  HoMi 
Built,  farms  made  out  of  lands,  CoAoi 
transaction,  etc.,  July  6,  1406. 

Rostrevor,  Orange  Demonstration  M 
—Permission  granted  for  Holding  <i, 
grounds  for.  Complaints  from  Rraiu 
Catholics  in  District  with  regard  (0 
propoeed  Demonstration,  Jiuy  (, 
1405. 

Turbary  Question 
su  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Allotments  (London)  Bill,  July  7, 1610. 
Bishoprics  of  Soathwark  and  Binninghtm 

Bill,  June  es,  33. 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bi!. 

June  SS,  223. 
County  Councils  (Bill  in  Parliament)  BUI 

{Committee),  Jutus  2S,  237. 
Fiscal  Policy,  June  S9,  758. 
Inquiry  into  our  Fiscal  System,  Jvl^  ft 

1162. 

Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways  BOl 

c.  Rep  •  7.  June  SS,  251. 
con.*  June  t^  766. 

Uganda 

Concessions  in — Return  presented,  /n/jrA 


1247. 

Uganda  Railway 

Management   of  —  Intentions   of  H.M. 
Government  with  regard  to, 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Lord  Ciu- 
bome,  Jutie  £6,  66a 


XTlster  and 
Bill 


Connaught  Lii^t  SaHtmi 


c.  con.  •  June  2i,  369. 
3R.  *  June  S9,  7660. 
I.  IR.*  June  SO,  8901. 
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Undergroond  Kitchens 

Introduction  of  Legislation  with  Reference 
to,  daring  present  Session. 

Q.  Mr.  K.   Hardie;  A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Jtdy  6,  1378. 

United  Property  Owners  and  Ratepayers 
Association 

tte  County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament) 
Bill. 

United  States  of  America 

Fiscal   Position   of,    ste  Imperial   Fiscal 
Policy. 

FoodstaflEs,  Supply  of,  see  Finance  Bill. 

Shipping  Combine,  see  Merchant  Shipping 
Act,  1894,  Amendment  Bill. 

Sabventions  for  Hire  of  Vessels,  »ee  Navy, 
Morgan  Combine,  etc. 

Urban  District  Councils  Association 

ate  Borough  Funds  Bill. 

Vaccination 

Prospcations  —  Failure    of    Vaccination, 
Officers     of     the     Trowbridge     and 
Melksham  Union  to  take  proceedings 
against   defaulters    under    the   Vac- 
cination   Acts,    Warning    of    Local 
Government  Board  Medi^  Inspector, 
Authority  for  Action. 
Q.    Mr.  Fuller ;    A.    Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  6-,  1382. 
Scotland. 

Glycerinaied  Calf  Lymph,  not  supplied 
to  Scotland  Free  of  Charge — 
Reason  for  Refn*al,  in  View  of 
Payment  of  Scottish  Board  to 
Officer  of  Local  Government  Board 
in  London. 

Q.     Mr.  Weir;     A.     Mr.  W. 
Long,  June  S9,  777. 

Vaccine    Lymph,    Payment    to   Dr. 
Cadell  lor — Reason  for  employing 
Vaccine  Lymph. 
Q.     Mr.  Weir;    A.     Mr.    G. 
Murray,  June  19,  779. 

Valnation 

Law  of  Valuation — Introduction  of  Fresh 
Legislation,  Date  of. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  White;  A.  Mr.W.  Long, 
July  7,  1522. 

Veterinary  Department 

see  Board  of    Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Bill. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 

Plans  of.  Change  in,  affording  Increased 

Accommodation  to  Art  Students  but 

Prejudicial  to  the  Exhibition  of  the 

Collections. 

Q.    Sir   F.    Powell;     A.    Sir   W. 

Anson,  June  SS,  73. 

••Victorian" 

Smallpox  Patients  on — Delay  in  Removal 
of,  alleged. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;    A.   Mr.  W.   Long, 
June  26,  662. 
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Vincent.  Sir  E.  [Exeter] 

British  Exports — Average  Duties  on, 
Jtme  Si,  70. 

British  Treaty  Rights  with  Forei^ 
Countries  —  Names  of  Countries 
allowing  England  and  British  Colonies 
Most-favoured-nation  Treatment,  etc., 
June  eg,  64. 

Commercial  Treaties  —  Most  -  favoured- 
nation  Treatment,  Countries  refusing 
such  Treatment  to  Great  Britain, 
Character  of  Advantages  given  to 
other  Countries,  June  S4, 376. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Commercial  Retaliation 
on  the  Continent,  Appointment  of 
Select  Committee  to  Ascertain  the 
Results  of,  proposed,  July  S,  1189. 

Imports  into  Self-Governing  Colonies  of 
Foreign  Manufactures  during  last 
Five  Years  requested,  July  S,  1176. 

Tariff  Wars  between  Forei^  Countries- 
Reports  on,  requested,  June  Sf,  377. 

Vincent,  Sir  Howard  [Sheffield,  Central] 
Alien    Immigration,     Increase    of — Ex- 
pediting    Legislation    on     Subject, 
proposed,  June  St,  70. 

Alien  Immigration  Returns — Respect  in 
which  Inaccurate,  Source  from  which 
Figures  are  Derived,  Penalty  for 
False  Returns,  etc.,  July  6,  1373. 

British  Exports  for  1902.— Proportion  of 
Exports  consisting  of  Manufactured 
Goods,  Coal,  and  other  Raw  Material, 
Ships  and  Machinerr,  Valnq  of  each 
Class  of  Goods  talcen  by  British 
Colonies  and  Foreign  Countries, 
respectively,  July  6,  1374. 

British  Trade  with  the  Colonies— Amount 
of,  in  Tears  1846  and  1902,  June  S4, 
373. 

Income  Tax  in  France,  Impoeition  of — 
Basis  of  Calculation,  jMy  6, 1375, 

India  Army  Officers'  Chargers— Granting 
Officers  of  Indian  Cavalry  similar 
Privil^es  as  Officers  of  Britidi  Cavalrv 
with  Regard  to  Chargers,  proposed, 
June  SJ,,  374. 

India,  Wheat  Cultivation  in — Land  suit- 
able for,  acreage  of.  Land  at  present 
under  cultivation.  Export  for  years 
1846, 1902,  June  SS,  44. 

London  Streets,  Breaking  up  of,  Incon- 
vience  caused  bv — Carryihg  on  work  at 
night,  proposed,  J^ine  H,  374. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank — Savings  of 
Working  Classes  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
Statistics  enabling  Couipariron  to  be 
made  between,  requested,  July  2, 1171, 

Prisoners— Average  Cost  of,  June  S2, 
53. 

Statistical  Abstract— Expediting  Issue  of, 
proposed, /«/y  6°,  13.4. 

Wheat  Cultivation  in  Canada  and  Aus- 
tralia— Acreafie  under  cultivation, 
Average  Yield  per  Acre,  June  SS,  53. 
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Vincent,  Sir  Howard— <-on<. 

Wheat  exports  from  Canada  and  the 
United  States— Proportion  of  Exports 
of  Canada  and  not  United  States 
growtli,  Area  of  Land  suitable  for 
Cultivation  uf  wheat  in  Canada  and 
United  States,  respec lively,  Jtdy  7, 
1521. 

Vivisection 

see  Home  Ottice. 

Consecutive   Exper  inents   performed   on 

the  same  Animal — Limit  a«  to  numlier. 

Q.    Mr.    Weir  ;     ^.    Mr.    Akers 

Douglas,  July  6",  1378. 

Experiments,  Report  of  Results  of — Issue 

of,  proposed. 

Q.    Sir    J.    Rolleston    :     A.   Mr. 
Aker  Douglas,  June  i6,  659. 
Experiments    Witnessed    by    Inspectors, 
Number   under    Licence   alone,   an<l 
under  Certiticite  B. 
Q.    Dr.   Shipmaii ;    A.   Mr.  Akers 
Dougla.",  June  i6,  689. 

Increase  in,  reaHun  for. 
Q.   Sir.   J.    Rolleston ;    A.    Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  June  30,  915. 

Voluntary  Schools 

Grants    payabU    according    to   Average 
Atten-lance — Basis  of  Calculation. 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;   A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 
July  I,  1021. 

Volunteers 

see  Military  Lands  Bill. 

Long-Service-(jnarterma8ters — Considera- 
tion of  Caims  of,  to  Honorary  Kank, 
propoeed. 
Q.  Colonel  Sadler  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  JO,  917. 

Voteof  Qensure 

see  Fiscal  Policy,  Hubhe<ding  Inquiry. 

Waima  Arbitration 

Payment  of  Compensation  by  French 
Gove-nme'it— .Honey  received. 

Q.  Mr.  Bill  ;    A.  Lord  Cranbome. 
Jutie  ;iJ,  49. 

Walton,    Mr.   Joseph    [Yorkshire,    VIM., 
Barnsley] 
Finance    Bill  (Cotnmittee),  Jum  23,  270, 
305,  323.  325.  326. 
Walton,  Mr.  Lawson  [Let^ds,  S.] 

Incest  Bill  (C'ommiltce),  June  36,  702. 
Innkeeper's   Liahility    Bill    (Committee), 
June  ill,  707,  713. 

Wandsworth  Infirmaiy 

Death  of  Michael  Sadler  —  Result  of 
Inquiry. 

0.     Mr.    J.   Ellis;      A.    Mr.    W. 
Ivoiig,  June  39,  779. 

Wapping 

Gravel  Lane  Post  Office — Inconvenience 
of  Site— Negotiations  for  Site  West  of 
Wapping  Bridge. 

y.  Sir  T.  Dewar ;  A.    Mr.   Austen 
Cliauiberlain,  J%dy  IS,  1028. 
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Value  of  Stores    sent  to 
South   Africa  in  1901-1902— Amonnt 
exceeding  Normal  Expenditure. 
Q.    Mr.-    C.    Hobhouse;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  26,  665. 

War  Office 

Works  Department — Nature  and  date  of 
Changes  to  be  effected  in. 
<i.  Mr.  Broadbursc  ;  .i.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, June  23,  258. 

Wason,     Mr.     Oathcart      [Orkney    and 
Shetland] 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Account  of  Total  Cost  uf 
Imperial' Defence,  Consular  and  Diplo- 
matic Service,  Furnishing  Aaonnt 
during  Fiscal  Inquiry,  '  proposei. 
Jvly  6,  U13. 

Motor-Cars  in  Hyde  Park— Rewricnon 
from  entering  Park  until  IntrodnctioD 
of  Efficient  Legislation,  proposed, 
June  ^,  792. 

Motor-Car  Outrage  at  Wimbledon— Ofo 
of  Further  Reward  for  Evidence 
leading  to  Conviction  of  Oflender. 
proposed,  July  6,  1399. 

Soathport  Bench— Conduct  of,  Jum  3, 
783. 

Southport  Magistrates— Trial  by  3H«is- 
trate  for  Offence  of  which  he  W 
previously  been  convicted,  Preventing 
Magistrate  Adjudicatii>g  under  such 
Circumstances,  proposed,  Jtdy  6,  IM- 

Wason,  Mr-  Eugene  [Clackmannan,  Kinio^'i 
Indian  Administration — Judicial  and  Ei- 
ecutive  Duties,  Separation  of, 
Memorial  adil  reined  to  Indian  G<i»- 
emment  on  Subject  of.  Correspondence 
between  Governments  Subsequent  to. 
Laying  on  Table,  proposed,  July  i, 
1173. 

Water  Orders  Gonflrmation  Bill 
e.  IR.*  June  3S,  40. 
2r.*  Com.*  July  7,  1618. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ros4  and  Cromarty] 
Factories  and  Workshops. 

Precautions    against   Fire— Bringing 
premises  such  as  those  in  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  London,  withu' 
scopi  of  Factory  and  Workriwi 
Act,   1901,  Legislation  propowd, 
June.  6,  1377. 
Small    Factories     and     Workshops, 
Precauti  ns  against  Fire — Biw- 
ing  small  Establishments  wi^ 
Scope  of  Factory  Act,  JuneS6,WI. 
Girgenti  I  nebriates  Reformatory— Amount 
received  out  of  Vol«  for  Assistance  of, 
in  1902,  Number  of  Inmates,  Simiw 
Institutions  Applying  for  Assistinw 
June  S9,  781. 
Glasgow  Corporation  Electric  Tramways- 
Accidents  on.  Number  daring  ye« 
ending  1st  June,  1903,  Number  tow. 
Number  causing  Damage  to  Goo*, 
etc.,  June  S6,  661. 
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Weir,  Mr.  J.  O — eont- 

Highland  Counties,  Inadequate  provision 
for — Deplorable  condition  of  houses  in 
the  Highlands,  /une  ^,  643. 

India. 

Agricultural  Banks  in  India,  Number 
of — Result  of  Experiments,  Re- 
ports on,  Jwtyi,  1172. 

Cancer  in  India — Cases  recorded 
separately  in  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary Returns,  Decision  with 
regard  to  Proposal,  June  S5,  5d2. 

Indian  Irrigation  Commission — Report 
of,  Date  of  laying  before  Parlia- 
ment, ,A«i.y  ;?,  1172. 

Plague  in  India — Return  of   Plague 
Inoculation,  proposed,     Jviy    2, 
1173. 
Lymph. 

Olycerinated  Calf  Lymph  for  Scotland. 
Lymph  not  supplied  free  of 
charge,  Reason  for  Refusal  in  view 
of  Payment  of  Scottish  Board  to 
Officer  of  Local  Gkivemment  Board 
in  London,  Jxme  S9,  777. 

Vaccine  Lymph  for  Scotland — Pay- 
ment to  Dr.  Cadell  for.  Reason 
for  employing  Vaccine  Lymph, 
June  29,  779. 

Motor-Cars  in  the  Highlands — Employ- 
ment of,  for  Assistance  of  Fishing 
Industry,  proposed,  June  25,  553. 

North  Sea  Fisheries. 

Communication  with  Faroe  Islands 
anil  Iceland  by  Wireless  Tele- 
Kraphy— Consideration  of  Estab- 
lishmeat  of,  June  25,  554. 

International  Scheme  of  Scientific 
Investigation  —  Boat  to  be  at 
Disposal  of  the  Fishery  Board  of 
Scotland,  June  29,  782. 

Skigersta,  Isle  of  Lewis,  Sea  Wall  at — 
Progress   of  Construction  of,  July  1, 

Smallpox  Patients  on  the  "  Victorian  " — 
Deluy  in  Removal  of,  alleged,  JuneSe, 
682. 

Vivisection  —  Consecutive  Experiments 
performed  on  the  same  Animal,  Limit 
as  to  Number,  July  6,  1378. 

Yarmouth  Herring  Trade  —  Sanitary 
Arrangements  for  Workers,  Improve- 
ment of,  proposed,  June  SO,  913. 

Welby,  Lord 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties, 
July  6,  1359. 

Welby,  CJolonel  [Taunton] 

Income  Tax,  Delay  in  Repayments  of— 
Inquiry  proposed,  June  23,  256. 

Wellington  (Salop)  Oas  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  June  30,  899. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Bill 
{Committee),  June  23,  225,  230,  232. 
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Wenlock,  Lord 

Imperial  Yeomanry  —  Re^ments  below 
Strength,  Num'ber  of.  Granting  War- 
rant Rank  to  Raiments  at  full 
Strength,  June  29,  760. 

Weat  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill 
/.Rep.*  June  26,  M&. 
Zr.*  June  30,  901. 
c.  IR.*  June  30,  909. 

West    Onmberland    Electric    Tramways 
Bill 

/.    Rep.«    July  2,  1126. 
3b.»    July  6,  13?2. 

Western  Trust  Bill 

/.    Royal  A»sent,  June  SO,  898. 

Western       Valleys       (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board  Bill 

c.    3R.*    June  22,  38. 
I.     IR.*    June  23,  195. 
2R.*    Com.*    JuneS0,90\. 

West  Indies 

Grants  to— Total  Cost  of  since  1897. 

Present  Annual  Charge. 

Q.     Mr.  Lough ;    A.    Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  ^  1392. 

Wexford 

Train  Service — Provision  of  more  Efficient 
Sunday  Evening  Service,  Inquiry 
proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Ffrench ;  A.     Mr.  B.  Law, 
Jm,e  29,  811. 


Wheat 


France,    Amount    of — Import   Duty 
France,     as   Corapare-il    with    G: 


Britain. 


m 
Teat 


nny ; 
',  1175. 


Law,  July  2,  1175. 

Germany — Duty  on  and  Price  of,  as  Compared 
with  English  Prices. 

Q.     Mr.  Crombie  ;    A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  6,  1375. 

Wheatby,  Thomas 

Case  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Power;     A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  2,  1180. 

Whisky 

Distillation- -Amount  Distilled   in    1902, 

Amount  Despatched  from  England  to 

Scotland  for  purpose  of  being  made 

up  as  Whisky,  Returns  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 

July  6,  1397. 

Scotch  Whisky  in  Tied  Houses—  English 
Spirit-distilled  Whisky  sold  as 
Scotch  Whisky,  alleged,  July  6, 1397. 

White,  Mr.  Lake[Yorkshu«,E.R.,Buckrose] 

Law  of  Valuation — Introduction  of  Fresh 
Legislation,  Date  of,  July  7,  1522. 

White  Star  Line 

see  Navy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Whi— Woo] 


WUtley,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Irish  Land  Purchase— Perpetual  Rent- 
Charge,  Effect  of  Abolition  of> 
June  S4,  396. 


'Vncklow 

Shankhilt  Camp — Maintenance  of  Roads 
tOj  Increase  of  War  Department  Con- 
trilmtion,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.   J.  O'Connor;     A.    Mr. 
Emot,  June  SO,  914. 

Wigan  Conioration  Tramways  Bill 

I.  2r.*    June^,  194. 
Com*    June  gS,  196. 
Rep.*    July7,UVl. 

Willesden  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill 

c.  2r.»  Cam.*  June  S4,  369. 

Willonfliby  de  Eresby,  Lord  [Lincolnshire, 
Homcastle] 

Finance  Bill  (CommUtee),  June  St,  116. 

V^ilson,  Mr.  John  [Durham,  Mid] 

Finance  Bill  (Cotnmittee)  June  SS,  288, 
292,306,308. 

1^  imbledbn 

Motor  Car  Outrage  at— Offer  of  Further 
Reward   for    Evidence    Leading    to 
Conviction  of  Offender,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A.  Mr.  Akere 
Douglas,  Julys,  1399. 

Winchester 

Diocese  of — see  Bishoprics  of  Southwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 

Winchester  Water  and  Gas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 
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Wolverton.  Lord 

Merehant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  Amendment 
Bill,  July  i,  lUl. 

Reservation  of  the  Coastal  Trade — Dis- 
advantages of  British  Traders,  <AMit«  tS, 


Windsor,  Lord  —  first 
fVorks. 


Commissioner  of 


Holyrood  Palace,  Condition  of. 

Correspondence  between  Lord  High 
Commissioner  and  the  Office  of 
Works  to  be  laid  on  the  Table, 
June  es,  493. 

Drainage  —  Delav  of  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  in  sending  Re- 
port to  Lord  High  Commissioner, 
No  intention  of  keeping  back  Re- 
port, System  of  Dramage,  Im- 
provement of  to  lie  effected  at 
early  Date,  June  iS,  23,  25. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Fariie  Islands  and  Iceland — Commtiniea- 
tion    by  Wireless    Telegraphy — Con- 
sideration of  Establishment  of 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Lord  Cranbome, 
June  85,  554. 

Wirral  Railway  Bill 
c.  3r.*  June  SS,  38. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  June  SO,  899. 
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Wood,  Mr.  [Down,  E.] 

Armagh  Bankmptoy  Administration^ 
Connty'of  Annagh  not  indnded  in 
Bankruptcy  Jori^ctTon  of  Reeorder 
of  Belfast— Inclusion  in  Joriadiction 
of  Belfast,  proposed,  June  S9,  807. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  Jutie  SO,  951, 
966,  1007. 

Vice-Consulate  at  St.  Oall,  Switserland, 
Appointment  of  Swiss  in  Fi^aenoe 
to  British  Subject,  Reason  f<x, 
June  89,  790. 

Woods  and  Forests 

see  Board  of   Agriculture  and   Fisheries 

Bill. 
Report  of  Commissioners  Presented,  Jvku 

SO,  910  ;  July  S,  1128. 

Woods  Oonunissioners 
see  Irish  Land  BilL 

Wool 

Duty  on. 
0.  Loid  Welby,  July  6, 1362. 

Woolwich 

Arsenal. 

Explosives,  Manufacture  of,  R^ola- 
tions  with  regard  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Bayley ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  June  SO,  920. 

Hospital— Erection    of    HoMpital    in 
Vicinity    of  Danger    Zone,   pro- 
posed. 
Qs.  Mr.  Crooks ;  At.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  June  S4,  382. 

Lyddite  Committee,  Names  of  Mem- 
bers of, 
Q.    Colonel   Nolan;     A.    tfr. 
Brodrick,  July  6,  139a 

Lyddite  Works,  Basia  of  payment  of 
— Numlier  of  Men  working  in 
sheds  at  time  of  recent  exploeioB, 
rate  of  wages. 

Qs.  Major  Evans  -  Gordon  ; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July  t, 
1182. 

Pay  of  Persons  absent  through  Injniy 
inconsequence  of  Explosion, 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks  -.A.  Mr.   Brod- 
rick, July  S,  1261. 

Wages  —  Amendment  of  System   <rf 
Payment  in   the   Danger   Zone, 
proposed, 
Q.      Mr.    Crooks;    A.      Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  S4,  384. 

Royal  Arsenal  Explosion. 

Coroner's  Jury's  Verdict 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  6,  1390. 
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Woolwich— «o»/. 

Royal  Arsenal  Explosion— con<. 

Previous  Explosion  dne  to  Want  of 
Proper  Superintendence  alleged, 
Cause  of  Recent  Lyddite  Explo- 
sion, Coroner's  Jury  opinion  on. 
Q.     Colonel    Nolan ;    A.    Mr. 
Briidrick,  July  6,  1391. 

Widows  and  Families  of  Victims  of — 
Granting  Special   Pensions,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Captain   Norton ;    A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  SZ,  59. 

Worcester 

Diocese  of— See  Bishoprics  of  Soathwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 

Wortley.Bt.  Hon.  Sttuurt[Sheffield,  Hallam] 
Telephone  Licences  to  Municipalities — to 
whicli  Municipalities  Granted  and  for 
what  Period  of  Time,  June  S9,  780. 

Wrench,  Ur. 

See  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Wrichtson,  Mr.  T.  [St.  Pancraa,  E.] 

Tin  Plate  Bars,  Importation  of— Total 
Weight  and  Value  of  Imports  daring 
1903,  Countries  from  which  Shipped, 
etc.,  June  gS,  46. 

Wyke,  Mr.  A.  [Dumbartonshire]. 

House  of  Commons  —  Ventilation  Com- 
mittee, Publication  of,  Report,  Date 
of,  Jul)/  7,  1520. 

Wyndham,  Et.  Hon.  Qeoigi,  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  [Dover]. 

Agricultural  Department — Clerical  Staff, 
Representations  to  Treasury  on  behalf 
of  clerks  of  nine  to  eleven  years  ser- 
vice receiving  Salaries  below  £100. 
Result  of  I&presentations,  July  7, 
1523. 

Ancient  Monuments. 

Greenan  Monument,  Proposal  to  vest 
Monument  in  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works,  Decision  not 
yet  arrived  at,  June  22,  51 

Protection  of  Powers  of  County 
Councils  and  Board  of  Works 
with  regard  to,  JuXy  6,  1406. 

Arbitration  under  the  Labourers  Act  in 
Dundalk  —  Arbitrator,  by  whom 
Appointed,  Office  of,  July  S,  1178. 

Armagh  Bankrnptcy  Administration  — 
County  of  Armagh  not  included  in 
Jurisdiction  of  Belfast,  No  Represen- 
tations received  with  regard  to,  June 
S9,  807. 

Ashbourne  Act  Purchasers  —  Advances 
made  by  issue  of  Local  Loans  Stock, 
Unaffected  by  fluctuations  in  Consols 
Dividends,  June  >V,  80. 

Ballyconnell,  Sligo — Proposed  Erection 
of  Pier  at,  Assistance  of  Congested 
Districts  Board,  June  29,  785. 

Ballymote  Fair— Rent  Appeal— Case  of 
Mr.  Killoran,  July  7,  1529. 

91 


Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon-  Qeorge—cont. 

Ballyroney  and  Newcastle  Railway, 
Constmction  of  —  Railway  not  yet 
Commenced  by  the  Great  Northern 
and  the  Belfast  and  County  Down 
Railway  Companies,  June  S6,  664. 

Bee-Keeping  Industry  —  Prevalence  of 
Disease  of  Foul  Brood,  Question  of 
Legislation  under  Consideratioo,  June 
IS,  265. 

Birr  and  Portnnma  Line,  Cost  of  Con- 
struction— Ownership  of,  Looting  of 
Line,  June  SS,  75. 

Boyle. 

Plains  of,   Roscommon — Purchase  of 
Lands  under  Land  Bill,  Provided 
Owner  is  willing  to  Sell,  July  6, 
1401. 
Working  -  Class  Housing  Scheme  — 
Application    for     Supplemental 
Loan  for  Erection  of  Cottages, 
July  6,  1406. 
Broadway   Presbyterian    Church,  Distur- 
bance at — No  Arrests  made,  June  SS, 
548. 
Bnrtonport  and  Letterkenny  Railway. 

Delays  at  Bnrtonport  on  22nd,  23rd, 
24th  Jane,  Cause  of,  Jtdy  6, 1400. 

Delay  on  Line  on  22nd  June,  Cauve 
of — Inability  of  Boeutl  of  Works 
to  call  upon  Railway  Company  to 
Compensate  Delayed  Passengers, 
July  6',  1385. 

Delay  on  Line  on  23rd  June,  Cause 
of,  July  6,  1384. 

Inadequate  Accommodation  on  — 
Action  of  Board  of  Works,  July 
6.  1403. 

Cork  Assizes — Case  of  Rex  v.  Moore, 
Memorial  of  Medical  Witnesses  in 
favour  of  Moore,  Rexulting  in  com- 
mutation of  Death  Sentence  into 
Sentence  of  Penal  Setvitude,  June  $9, 
806. 

Cork  Labourers'  Cottages  Allotments — 
Carrying  out  of  Scheme  for  Providing 
Allotments,  in  Hands  of  District 
Council,  June  SS,  266. 

Cork  Model  Schools  —  Occupation  of 
Schools  by  Technical  Committee,  a 
Temporary  Arrangement,  Alterations 
made  by  Committee  during  Occupa- 
tion, Detrimental  to  School,  etc., 
June  99,  804. 

Cork  Police  Inquiry — Imposition  of  Fine 
on  Mr.  Riordan  for  Refusing  to  be 
Examined,  Action  of  (/Ourt  within 
Statutory  Rights,  July  6,  1402. 

County  Council  Accounts — Form  of  Led- 
ger, No  Special  Form  of  Ledger 
required,  July  7,  1629. 

County  Infirmaries,  Ireland  —  Proposed 
Return  as  to  Charges  and  Liabilities 
of  Infirmaries,  July  Z,  1181. 

Crime  in  Clare,  Absence  of— Proposed 
Withdrawal  of  Proclamation  under 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act,  June  ti,  394. 
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Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon  Qwixti—eont. 

Dingle  Railway— Negotiations  wilh  Re- 
gard to,  in  Progress,  June  H,  393. 

Dispensary  Appointments— Resolution  of 
Irish  Meoical  Association  with  Re- 
eard  to  .-Vcceptanue  of  Appointments 
by  Medical  Practitioners,  June  39, 
800. 

Dublin  Police  Detectives — Snapshotting 
of  Persons  in  the  Street  by.  Practice 
to  be  Discontinned,  July  7,  1628. 

iilducation. 

Elementary  Evocation — Proposed  Al- 
location of  Part  of  Equivalent 
Grant  for  Purposes  of,  June  i4, 
378. 

Grants — Action  of  Commissioners  in 
Neutralising  Rule  dealing  with 
Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Contri- 
butions to  Existing  Vested 
Schools,  June  2i,  74. 

Model  Schools,  Working  of — Inquiry 
in  progress,  June  39,  807. 

National  School  Teachers,  Carigeen, 
Delays  in  Payment  of  Salaries, 
Cause  of.  Payment  on  Completion 
of  School  Buihlings,  June  £9, 
806. 

National  School  Teacher<<  -  Inter- 
mediate Teacheni  Appointed  as 
Superintendents  of  Examinations, 
Method  of  Selection,  June  i9, 
784. 

School  Children — Exemption  Certifi' 
cates — Power  of  Granting  Exemp' 
tion  Certificate  in  Hands  of 
Principal  Teacher,  June  iS,  258. 

Teachers'  Residences—  Damage    by 

Stones  to.  Body  Responsible  for 

Repair  of    Damages,    June    SS, 
30. 

Evicted  Tenants — Term  not  employed  in 
Irish  Land  Bill,  Juue  29,  77. 

Ex- Officio  Magistrates  —  Disqualification 
from  re-election  owing  to  impiison- 
ment,  June  IS,  268. 

Fair  Tolls,  Ireland — Tolls  outside  Scope  of 
Irish  Land  Bill,  June  6,  14rt8. 

K;irm    Servants    (Indoor)    in     Ireland — 

Numbers  in  Census  Returns  of  1891> 
1901,  respectively,  July  1, 1022. 

Fisheries  at  Malin  Head— Congested  Dis- 
tricts Boards'  Fishing  Boats,  With- 
drawal of.  Reason  for,  Jidy  S,  1260. 

Krankford,  King's  County. 

Proposed  change  of  Name,  Powerless' 
ne-w  of  County  Council  to  Effect 
Change,  June  2^,  378. 

Restoration  of  Ancient  Name  of 
Kilcormae  to,  Inability  of  County 
Council  to  make  Desired  Change, 
June  eo,  805. 

Galway    City— Government   Expenditure 
in,  during  last  Three  Years,  June  SS, 
267. 
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Galway  and  the  Marine  Works  Act  Grant 
— No  Intention  of  Expending  Portion 
of  Grant  in  Borougii  of  Ckilway,  Ju»e 

^f,  80. 

Gordon-Bennett  Motor  Race. 

Expense  of  Additional  Police  Reqai- 
sitioned  for,  By  whom  Borne, 
June  tS,  666. 

Extra  Police  Requisitioned  for  Duty 
on  Occasion  of — Cost  of  Police 
above  Amount  Contributed  by 
Treasury,  By  whom  to  be  Borne, 
Jun«  99,  807. 

Granard  Union— Withdrawal  of  Nursing 
Nun*  from,  June  £9,  802. 

Gnn  Licences  in  County  Tipperary— 
Alleged  Refusal  of  Licence  to  J. 
Coffery,  June  Sf,  393. 

Illicit  Distillation,  Ireland — Seizures  of 
Illicit  Plant  Unclassified  in  Official 
Returns  —  Rewards  paid  to  Bojal 
Irish  Constabulary — Informaticm  vo 
be  Granted  with  regard  to,  Juneii, 
46. 

Income  Tax  Collectors — Loss  of  Emoli- 
raents  under  Irish  Land  Bill  not  Af- 
preciable— Scheme  of  ConapenatBon 
not  Coniemplated,  June  39,  8U8. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Ommittee),  June  £4, 4M, 
406,  407,  408,  429,  430,  431,  432,  432, 
434,438,440,441.  442,  443,444,445,446, 
447,  449,  454,  465,  474,  475.  476,  477, 
479,  481,  483,  484  ;  Jwie  S9,  818,  830, 
821,  S24,  827,  828,  829,  830,  834,  838, 
8.W,  840,  841.  843,  845,  846,  S47,  856, 
866,  867,  870,  871,  873,  874,  875.  876, 
877,  878,  880,  881,  882,  8S4,  885.  886, 
887,  893,  894,  896 ;  June  30,  934,  933^ 
936,  937,  950,  951.  953,  956,  982,  984, 
966,  967,  973,  974,  975,  976.  977,  97S. 
979,  981,  983,  9S5.  986,  987.  988.  989, 
990,  991,  992,  993.  995,  1000,  1001. 
1008,  1012,  1014,  1016 ;  Jrdg  1,  1036, 
1039,  1A44,  1045,  1049,  1060,  10S3, 
1054,  10.T«,  1057,  1058,  1059,  1061, 1062. 
1067, 1068,  1071, 1072,  1073,  1074, 1O80, 
1082, 1083,  1089,  1096,  1099, 1102,  llOt, 
1106,  1108,  1109,  1110,  nil.  IU5; 
July  6..  1419,  1421.  1422,  1424,  142S, 
1427, 1429,  1430, 1431,  1432, 1433, 1434. 
1435, 1436, 1438, 1440,  1441.  1442,  1444. 
1447,  1448,  1450, 1451,  1454,  1459,  1468, 
1461,  1462,  1463,  1564,  1468, 1471,  1472, 
1473,  1480,  1489 ;  Jidy  7,  1541,  1543, 
1544, 1.543,  1553, 1563, 1564, 1566, 1568, 
1569, 1578,  1583, 1586,  1692, 1594, 1597, 
1698, 1608, 1610,  1612,  1614. 

Irish  Land  Bill. 

"Occupiers  of  Laid  "-Definition  of 
Term,  Jidy  7,  1630. 

Proposal  to  Embody  Modification  of 
3l!<t  Section  of  Irish  Land  Act, 
1881,  in  Leuid  Bill— Impossibility 
of  Carrying  out  Proposal,  July  S, 
1180. 

Kerry  Co.,  Congestion  in — Allied  Neg- 
lect by  Congested  Districts  Board  of 
Condition  of  Kerry,  June  SO,  923^ 
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Killasbee  DispenBary  Doctor  —  Alleged 
Non-compliance  of,  with  Condition  of 
Appointment  as  to  Residence  at 
KUla8hee,^Wy6,  1407. 

Labourers   in    Iieland — Agricaltural  and 
General  Labourers,  Numbers  in  Cen- 
sus Returns  of  1891  and  1901,  June 
29,  771. 
Return  to  be  printed,  June  39,  809. 

Labourers'  Allotments  —  Area  of  Land 
acquired  under  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Act,  ioT,  JiUj/ S,  1187. 

Land  Commission. 

Entailed  Estates,  Sale  of — Method  of 
dealing  with  Purchase  Money, 
etc.,  July  7,  1524. 

Sittings  at  Cavan — Date  of  Last  Sit- 
ting, Jun^  S3,  50. 

Landed  Estates — No  Information  as  to 
Amount  of  Mortgages  on,  June  22, 
78. 

Land  JndgeV  Court,  Estates  in — Return 
not  to  be  Granted,  June  30,  918. 

Land  Purcliase  in  Ireland  —Advances  for 
Purchase  of  Holding«,  lielurn  of,  Re- 
issued, June  il9,  784. 

Land  Purchase  in  County  Longford — Num- 
ber of  Estates  for  Sale,  Report  not 
received,  July  2,  1188. 
Land  Purchase. 

Joint  Owners  of  Estates,  July  6, 1407. 
Pepetual    Rent    Charge  —  Effect    of 
Abolition  of.  Return  to  be  laid  on 
Table,  June  H,  396. 

Quit  Rent — Effect  of  Abolition  of,  on 
Instalments  to  be  paid  by  Tenant 
on  £100  Rental  under  Land  Bill, 
Best  Method  of  Showing  Effect, 
June  es,  81. 

Sale  of  Land  of  Lunatics— Amend- 
ment of  Law  with  regard  to, 
under  Consideration,  June  25,55'^ 

Letterkenny  Railway. 

Erection  of  Overhead  Bridge  at  — 
Application  of  Urban  Council  for 
not  Received  by  Commissioner  of 
Worka,  July  S,  1179. 

Management  of  Working  Agreement 
between  the  Board  of  Works  and 
the  Lough  Swilly  Railway  Com- 
to  be  laid  on    the 
1179. 

Level  CroKsine  at  Letterkenny,  Delay  at — 
No  Com^aints  received  with  re^rd 
to  sutticiency  of  Staff  at  Crossing, 
July  6,  1384. 

limeriok  County. 

Bmree,  Extra  Police  stationed  at, 
July  6,  1409. 

Fair  Rents  in  —  Appeal  Case  of  J. 
O'Connell — Hearing  of,  at  Next 
Sitting  of  Land  Commissioners 
at  Limerick,  July  6,  1383. 

Gabbett  Estate — Receiver  over  Estate, 
Name  of,  Number  of  Years  Pur- 
chase, June  SO,  924. 
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Limerick  and  Cork  Mail  Trains — Proposed 
Alteration  of  Time  of  Express  Boat 
leaving  Dublin,  Direction  of  Atten- 
tion <n  Great  South  and  Western 
Railway  Company  to  Proposal,  Jun« 
^S.  78. 

Lismore  Garrotting  Case — Arrest  of  Gar- 
rotters, Action  of  Police  with  regard 
to,  June  22,  76. 

Longford  County. 

Crime  in — Continued  Application  of 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Acts  to  County,  Matter 
under  Consideration,  Jnly  7, 1528. 

Wyndham,  Mr.,  Cusack  Estate, 
Proceedings  for  Sale  of,  pending 
in  Land  Judge's  Court,  Rental  in 
progress  of  Settlement,  etc.  June 
Z9,  802. 

Derelict  Evicted  Farms  in.  Number 
of  on  1st  April  1903,  June  29, 803. 

Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme — Carry- 
ing out  of  Scheme  in  Hands  uf 
County  Council,  June  30,  924. 

Local  Government  Board — Staff,  Appoint- 
ment of,  Principle  of  Selection  adopted 
by  the  Board,  June  22,  81. 

M'Farlane's  Estate,  Case  transferred  to 
Mr.  Justice  Meredith —Reason  for 
Delay  in  Sale  of  Estate,  July  6,  1404. 

Mayo  County,  Erection  of  Piers,  Inquiry 
into  Schemes  not  yet  Complete,  July 
6,  1409. 

Motor-Car  Service  between  Westport  and 
Lnuisburg— Applioatiou  for  Establish- 
ment of,  to  be  Considered,  June  22,  50. 

Newry  Sessions — Jurors  summoned  to 
Sessions  from  Barony  of  Iveagh, 
Defects  to  be  remedied  at  next 
Revision  Sessions,  July  7,  XSZJ. 

Petrol — Suggested  Extraction  from  Irish 
Beet  and  Potatoes,  Matter  under 
Consideration  of  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, July  7,  1524. 

Police  at  Raphoe,  Conduct  of — Complaints 
with  regard  to,  investigated  by  County 
Inspector,  JUne  22,  49. 

Poor  Rates  in  Ireland — Returns  of  Nulla 
Bona,  Each  Case  to  be  determined 
according  to  Particular  Circumstances 
July  6,  1383. 

Post  Offices,  Emigration  Notices  exhibited 
in  Post  Office  Windows — No  Reason 
for  Discontinuing  Practice,  July  6, 
14  U. 

Prisons. 

Castlebar  Prison  Governorship — Ap- 
pointment of  Deputy -Governor  to 
Post  of, /Mne  30,  926. 

Maryborough  Prison. 

New  Buildings,  Cost  of  Erection, 
Cost  of  Warders'  Cottages, 
No  Complaints  made  with 
regard  to  Cottages,  June  29, 
800. 
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Prisons — eont. 

Maryborough  Prison — corU. 

Staff  ~  Alleged  Discotitent  of> 
Breaches  of  Prison  Roles 
investigated  as  provided  by 
Statute,  Jutu!  29,  799. 

Transfer  of  Chief  Warder  Walsh 
to  Cork  on  Personal  Applica- 
tion, J^un«  39, 801. 

Traffic  of  Warders  with  Prisoners 
— Statement  made  by  Gov- 
ernor with  regard  to,  Dis- 
charged Warders  in  receipt  of 
Pension,  Reason  for  Dis- 
charge, etc.,  JuneS9,  800. 

Prison  Matrons — Scale  of  Salaries  and 
Dietary,  etc.,  Jvme  Si,  395. 

Prison  Matrons,  Assistant — Proposed 
Equalisation  of  Salaries,  Dietary, 
etc.,  of  English  and  Irish  Prison 
Matrons,  Consideration  of  Repre- 
sentations by  Prisons  Board,  July 
6,  1405. 

Prisons  having  Cells  with  Flagged 
Floors,  Number  of,  June  gS,  555. 

Tullamore  Prison. 

Stone  Flagging  on   Floors   on — 
Not  Detrimental  to  Health  of 
Prisoners,  June  22,  77. 
Ventilation  of  Cells  —  Efficiency 
of    System    of    Ventilation, 
June  So,  556. 
Warders'  Holidays — Proposed  Exten- 
sion of,  No  Intention  of  Granting, 
/«ne25,  265. 
Railway   Rates— Excessive   Charges,  In- 

auiries  to  be  made  on  Receipt  of  the 
peciflc  Instances  of,  July  6,  1409. 

Resident  Magistrates — Action  of  Mr.  C.  P. 
Crane  at  Killarney  Petty  Sessions- 
No  Grounds  for  Disq\ialifying  him 
from  Acting  as  Magistrate  in  Future, 
June  S9,  785. 

River  Erne  Fisheries-  Duty  of  Protecting 
and  Dsveloping  Fisheries,  in  Hands  <n 
Local  Board  of  Conservators,  June  SO, 
926. 

Roscommon  Rate  Collections — Negligence 
of  Collectors,  Action  of  County  Coun- 
cil in  Consequence  of,  June  Si,  75. 

Roughly,  County  Sligo  —  Inability  of 
Government  to  prevent  Payment  being 
Demanded  for  Seaweed,  Inquiry  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  Lack  of  Road  to 
the  Fishing  Pier,  June  39,  786. 

Royal  Irish  Academy — Treasure  Trove 
Purchases,  Amount  and  Number  of 
Purchases  nuuletbrough  medium  of  the 
Constabulary,  June  S6,  664. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Numbers  on 
Uniforms,  Proposed,  Wearing  of  by 
Constabulary  m  Country  Districts, 
Objections  to  Proiwsal,  June  29,  804. 

Smer^vick  Harbour  Pier— Proposed  Ex- 
tension of— Offer  of  Congested  Die- 
triote  Board,  No  action  taken  by 
County  or  District  Council,  June  Sx 
78. 
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Smerwick  Pier,  Extension  of  —  Atti- 
tude of  Congested  Districts  Board 
towards  proposal,  July  6,  1402. 

Smerwick  Dingle  Pier  —  Contributions 
offered  by  Congested  Districte  Board 
in  Connection  with,  June  SO,  926. 

South  Sligo  Police— Extra  Force  at 
Leitrim  HUl  and  Achonry  removed, 
July  6,  1405. 

Tallow,  Public  Meeting  at. 

Action  of  Police,  June  Sf,  378. 

Meeting  Prohibited— Meeting  held  in 
Vicinity  of  Tallow,  Cost  and 
Numbcn-  of  Extra  Police,  Propor- 
tion of  Sura  Charged  to  the  Bates, 
June  SS,  76. 

Terminable  Leases  in  Irish  Towns— Ten- 
ants Subject  to  Eviction  or  Increase 
of  Rent  without  Compensation,  Pro- 
posed Lenslation  not  Contemplated, 
Juneg9,iS6. 

Tottenham  Estate,  County  Leitrim— De- 
lay in  Sale  of.  Proceedings  against 
Tenants,  June  33,  267. 

Turf-Cutting  in  Ireland  — R^nlatiaiu 
with  Regard  to,  on  Estates  FavHaeed 
under  Clause  19  of  the  Land  Bill, 
June  SO,  924. 

Unions,  Ireland — Amalgamation  of,  Con- 
sideration of,  by  Commission  of  Cases 
other  than  that  of  Londondeiry 
Union  in  Regard  to  Suggested  Altera- 
tions of  Boundaries,  June  30,  917. 

Vandeleur  Estate,  County  Clare — Settle- 
ment with  Regwd  to  Evicted  Tenants, 
Terms  of  Award  alleged  to  be  not 
Legally  Binding,  June  gS,  79. 

Wheatley,  Thomas — Case  of,  July  S, 
1180. 

Wyndham-Qnin,  Ctolonel  [Glamorgan,  S.] 
Civil  Service— Promotion  of   Holders  of 
Minor  Posts  in,  Treasuiy  Ruling  as 
to.  Cancelling  of  Rule,  proposed,  July 
6, 1331. 
Land     .Commission,      Ireland  — Entuled 
Estates,  Sale  of,  Method  of'Dealiue 
with   Purchase  Money,  Preservation 
of    Rights  of   Remaindermen   under 
Land  Bill,  etc.,  Jtdy  7,  1524. 

Tarmouth 

Sanitary  Arrangements  for   Workers   in 
Herring  Trade — Improvement  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.      Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  June  30,  913. 

Yeonuimy,  Imperial 

Men  of  1901— Imperial  Yeoiuany,  Required 
to  Sign  Accounts  Iwfore  Discharge, 
and  if  necessary  to  make  Complaints 
in  regard  to  pay.  Complaints  made  at 
Aldershot. 
Q.     Mr.  Mansfield  ;  A.    Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  1,  1023. 
Regiments  below  Strength,  Number  of. 
Qs.    Lord   Wenlock,   Earl  Carrington; 
At.    Eaii  of  Hardwicke,  June  S9, 
76a 
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Teomaiiiy.  Imperial— «on<. 

Signature  for  Accounts  previous  to  Dis- 
cliarge — Number  and  Nature  of  Com- 
plaints. 
Q.    Mr.  Mansfield  ;  A.    Mr.  Brod- 
riok,  Junt  gS,  260. 

Warrant  Rank  withheld  from  the  Perman- 
ent Staff  of  the  Yeomanry— Grounds 
for  Refusal. 
Qg.     Lord    Harris;    A*.    Earl    of 
Hardwioke,  Junt  89,  760. 

Terbnigh,  Mr.  B.  A.  [Chester] 

Naval  Expenditure  Affected  by  Russian 
Programme,  July  g,  1195,  1196, 1205. 

Naval  Gunnery— Inefficiency  of,  as  shown 
in  Returns  of  Prize-firing,  Steps  taken 
to  Improve  Standard  of  Gunnery, 
June  2S,  Wl. 

Rnsrian  Navy — Increase  of,  for  Purpose 
of  Strengthening  Fleet  in  the  Far 
East,  luormation  with  Regard  to. 
Extent  of  Programme  of  Construction 
for  190^-1904,  Jwie  13,  257. 

Young.  Mr.  S.  [Cavan,  E.] 

County  Down  Crown  Solicitor— Reoom' 
mendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Belf  ABt  Unionists  Renstration  Society, 
for  Appointment  of,  June  S9,  810. 


Tomig,  Mr.  B.—cont. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Jviy  1,  1119. 

Irish  National  School  Teachers — Inter- 
mediate Teachers  appointed  as  Super- 
intendents of  ExammatiouB,  Method 
of  Selection,  Names  and  Length  of 
Service  of  Intermediate  Teachers 
appointed  to  positions  for  first  time 
this  year,  Junt  g9,  784. 

Land  Commission  Sittings  at  Cavan — In- 
frequency  of,  alleged,  June  2g,  50. 

Toxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.] 

Army  Schoolmasters — Promotions  to  In- 
spectorships, Number  of,  among 
Persons  under  Forty  years,  Altera- 
tion of  System  of  Selection,  proposed, 
June  S4,  .379. 

Naval  Schoolmasters — Improvements  of 
Position,  June  gS,  542. 

Voluntary  School  Grants — Grants  payable 
according  to  Average  Attenaance, 
Basis  of  Calculation,  July  1,  1021. 

ZoUverein 

See  Imperial  Fiscal  Policy. 

Zones 

See  Irish  Land  Bill. 
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